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Oil and gas downturn leads to small business start-ups

Katy ISD continues to deal with 
funding challenges after ruling

Continued population growth, market demand in Katy opens door for residents to start their own businesses

By Stephen Garcia and Ryan Graff
Despite acknowledging flaws in 

the school finance system, the Texas 
Supreme Court upheld its constitution-
ality in a decision announced May 13, 
ending a nearly five-year legal battle.

More than 600 school districts, 
including Katy ISD, joined a law-
suit in 2011 that challenged the state’s 

funding formula, which twice was 
deemed unconstitutional by former 
District Court Judge John Dietz in 2013 
and 2014.

“I think a lot of folks are unhappy about 
it,” new KISD Superintendent Lance 
Hindt said. “I think just the verbiage 
that was used in the decision—anytime 

Houston ISD

$5,748

INSTRUCTIONAL IMBALANCE
Funding for schools is based on 
weighted average daily attendance. In 
addition to enrollment, WADA accounts 
for students who require additional 
resources, such as special needs or 
English as a second language students. 
The following shows revenue per pupil.

Fort Bend ISD

$6,022

Pearland ISD

$6,004
Cy-Fair ISD

$5,687

Katy ISD

$6,287$6,145
State average

Alief ISD

$6,315

Sources: Katy ISD, Pearland ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

See Small business | 40

By Jeff Forward
After experiencing success in the corporate world 

and 10 years commuting along Houston freeways, Katy 
residents Lance and Jessica Mayo opted for a career 
change—opening a franchise called Growler USA 
America’s Microbrew Pub in Katy in July.  

“We’re both entrepreneur-type people. We both 
know how hard we can work,” Lance Mayo said. “We 
knew what was needed out here. We found [a business 
model] that would fit in a suburban-oriented atmo-
sphere.”

The Mayos are two of thousands of Greater Houston 
area residents, including many in the Katy area, start-
ing their own businesses, said Tim Jeffcoat, Houston 
district director for the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration.

Joseph Decker, director of the Fort Bend County 

Texas Supreme Court upholds state’s school finance system

See School funding | 38

Christian Brothers Automotive owner Steve Williams opened the 
franchise in Katy after leaving the oil and gas industry in 2014.

Lance Mayo, owner of Growler USA America’s Microbrew Pub, 
started the business in July with his wife, Jessica.
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Christian Brothers Automotive Growler USA America’s Microbrew Pub
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The Boardwalk at Towne Lake is

NOW OPEN!
Shop, eat, explore and more in Northwest Houston’s dynamic new lakeside destination.

B o a r d w a l k T L . c o m

#BoardwalkTL

COME ABOARD
F O R  F U N .

067-950 BW Comm Impact Ad - June_MECH.indd   1 4/26/16   5:34 PM
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The Lone Star State is known for its independent spirit

and pioneering culture. So is Texas Children’s Hospital.

As one of the top four hospitals in the nation for children’s

care, we’ve spent six decades conducting and providing

the most innovative research and treatments in pediatric

medicine, pushing boundaries and exploring new territory.

We’re keeping the frontier right here in Houston, where

you’ll find extraordinary care whenever you need it.

©2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC613_060316. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2016-2017 Honor Roll.

Best in Texas.
4th in the U.S.

WC613_ad_SLOIT_ClarkLiamSwing_KatyCIN.qxp_Layout 1  6/2/16  1:25 PM  Page 1
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CommunityofFaith

“At the COF Counseling Center we
learned that a ‘perfect marriage’
is just two imperfect people who
refuse to give up on each other.”

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Friday
(night and weekend appointments also available)

Alex & Allison Ray

www.cof.tv/counselingwww.cof.tv/counseling

Counseling Center

Southwest Orthopedic Group
1331 West Grand Parkway North Suite 230
Katy, TX 77493

(713) 333-4100 • www.dlionbergermd.com 

David R. Lionberger, M.D.
• Fellowship trained, Adult
 Reconstructive Surgery

• Clinical Professor Texas A&M University

• Of� ces in Medical Center, Sugar Land, Katy

Walk me!

Don’t let joint pain ruin the important things in life.

Minimally invasive computer assisted total knee replacement
Partial knee replacement • Total hip replacement 

 Arthroscopic shoulder and knee surgery

SPECIALITIES

Colonial  Pkwy.

Mercantile Pkwy.
I-10

99

• Of� ces in Medical Center, Sugar Land, Katy
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

“Where are you going 
to college?” 

This seemed to be the 
question that I was asked 
most during the summer 
before my senior year in 
high school. 

Choosing a school 
can be a daunting task 
to determine with an 
overwhelming list of 
things to consider.  In 

our Higher Education Focus, starting on Page 23, 
our reporters have gathered helpful information to 
guide you through the process, including a list of local 
colleges and universities. In addition, there are articles 
on the state’s Top 10 Percent Rule, concealed carry on 
college campuses and how the oil and gas downturn is 
affecting college students.

Summer vacation is not over just yet. There is still 
over a month to go and lots of adventures to experi-
ence. Check out our Day Trips Guide on Page 36 to see 
where your family can get away to for one last summer 
trip. Whether you want to cool off at Deep Eddy pool 
in Austin or sip Texas wine and craft beer at the Vine-
yard II in Eagle Lake, we have found something within 
a short drive for everyone in the family. 

Do you have a question or local issue that you 
would like to learn more about? Email, call, or text us 
because Community Impact Newspaper is your local           
newspaper.

Casey Mitchell 
GENERAL MANAGER 

cmitchell@communityimpact.com

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston /fox26houston

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Would you consider leaving a corporate 
career to start a small business?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What do you think of the state of the 
housing market in Katy?
There are many great options for new homes.

  46% 
There are both new and used homes available to meet my 

needs.

  23% 
The market is perfect to purchase a new home.

  23%
I’m not ready to buy a home in this market. 

  8%

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 6/24/16–7/22/16
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Did you know only about 5 - 10% 
of breast cancer cases are  
thought to be hereditary?

*

Now offering 3D mammography and genetic testing!

 
          1 **Women’s Imaging Center at Cy-Fair 

        Hospital (FM 1960 at Jones Road)  
*Genetic testing available here

2  **Cy-Fair Urgent Care & Imaging Center  
              (at Spring Cypress & Grant)

      3 Cy-Fair Emergency & Imaging Center  
           (at Barker Cypress & FM 529)

        4  Cy-Fair Emergency & Imaging Center            
                (Beltway 8 & Tanner Rd.)

* According to the American Cancer Society **Tomosynthesis, 
(3D mammography) an FDA approved imaging technology 
designed for early breast cancer detection, is available here.

281.897.3121 • CyFairWomensImaging.com
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Now Open

1  Alibabba Arabian Cuisine,      
9006 S. Fry Road, Ste. C, Katy, 
opened June 20. The eatery serves 
Arabic cuisine, such as falafel, 
babba ghanoush, hummus, yogurt, 
shawarma, tabbouleh and fattoush. The 
restaurant takes to-go orders and is 
open seven days a week. 832-913-8072.  
www.alibabbaofkaty.com

2  7 Biryanis opened July 8 at                                                             
4603 FM 1463, Ste. 500, Katy. The 
restaurant specializes in organic 

ingredients and offers a variety of 
biryanis—a mixed rice dish from 
India—that include proteins such 
as, chicken, shrimp and goat. The 
establishment also serves pizzas 
that are under 100 calories per slice.        
281-769-1355.  
 
3  Mama Fu’s Asian House opened a 

location June 27 at 28818 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Ste. 100, Katy. The Austin-based 
franchise serves various Asian cuisines, 
including salad, stir-fry and fried rice 
dishes. The restaurant also offers vegan 
and gluten-free options, and employees 
deliver in custom Mama Fu’s vehicles.  

832-839-4352. www.mamafus.com 
 
4  Altitude Trampoline Park-Katy 

opened July 22 at 24952 Katy Ranch 
Road, Katy. The 34,000-square-
foot facility has a number of 
different trampolines as well as 
related equipment, such as extreme 
dodgeball courts, battle beams, foam 
pits, trapeze, a rock climbing wall, 
basketball dunking lanes, tumble 
tracks and a kids zone. The franchise 
facility offers age-based activities, 
including toddler time, teen night 
and family events as well as birthday 
parties, lock-ins and group events.   
281-394-9221. www.altitudekaty.com 
 
5  Panera Bread opened a location 

July 2 at 25546 Kingsland Blvd, Katy. 
The national food-and-beverage chain 
offers menu items, such as, soups, 
salads and sandwiches as well as coffee, 
tea, hot chocolate and smoothies. The 
store is equipped with a drive-thru.  
281-392-0450. www.panerabread.com 
 
6  Mainstream Boutique opened  

July 9 at 25757 Westheimer Parkway, 
Ste. 110, Katy. The franchise is a multi-
generational women’s clothing store 
that offers a collection of apparel and 
accessories. 832-437-3124.  
www.mainstreamboutique.com 
 
7  Hashtag Kids Co. opened April 16 

at 11605 S. Fry Road, Ste. 107, Fulshear. 
The store specializes in clothing for 
children and other retail items, such as 
shoes, accessories and toys. Featured 
brands include Natives, Under Armour 
for Kids, Toobydoo and Mim-Pi.  
832-523-2077.  
www.hashtagkidsco.com 
 
8  Bed Bath & Beyond opened a 

location June 2 at 24600 I-10, Ste. 100, 
Katy. The national franchise offers 
a variety of home-related products, 
including bedding, bathroom goods, 
health and beauty products, baby and 
kids supplies, home decor, furniture 
and luggage. 346-307-3000.  
www.bedbathandbeyond.com 
 
9  Iron Tribe Fitness opened in 

early May at 9555 Spring Green Blvd.,        
Ste. F, Katy. The exercise facility focuses 
on strength, cardio and bodyweight 
movement and provides seminars             
on whole food nutrition. 281-303-5671.  
www.irontribefitness.com/locations/
cinco-ranch 
 
10  Greenbusch Pharmacy opened 
May 31 at 25757 Westheimer Parkway, 
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When you choose 

UT Physicians, 

you are selecting 

individualized care 

from a team of more 

than 1,000 clinicians 

ready to meet 

your medical needs.

UT Physicians 
Health Center 

at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Katy, TX 77494

713-486-5300
UTPhysicians.com
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Compiled by Jeff Forward and Ryan Graff

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com

Ste. 150, Katy. The pharmacy provides 
numerous services, including 
filling prescriptions, compounding, 
medication consulting and flu shots/
immunizations. 832-437-1130.  
www.greenbuschrx.com 
 
11  Mattress One opened a location 
in April at 6630 FM 1463, Ste. 800, 
Katy. The franchise sells a wide range 
of mattresses, box springs, bed frames, 
headboards and adjustable bases. The 
store also retails accessories, such as 
mattress protectors and pillows.  
832-437-1785. www.mattress1.com 
 
12  Tutoring Club of Katy opened 
June 1 at 9006 S. Fry Road, Ste. H, 
Katy. The national franchise provides 
tutoring in all subjects for K-12 
students and focuses primarily on SAT/
ACT preparation. The business also 
provides tutoring services for special 
education students. 281-392-3030. 
www.tutoringclub.com/katytx 
 
13  Steeplechase Pediatric Center 
opened May 9 at 11605 S. Fry Road, 
Ste. 108, Fulshear. The medical practice 
accepts patients from infancy through 
age 18 and provides full pediatric 
services, such as checkups, illness 
treatment, immunizations and an 
on-site lab. With four locations in the 
Greater Houston area, the company 
has physicians on-call 24/7 to provide 
late-night, weekend and emergency 
care. 281-469-2838.  
www.steeplechasepedi.com 
 
14  Taylor Nail Spa opened in May 
at 9006 S. Fry Road, Ste. G, Katy. 
The beauty salon specializes in both 
manicures and pedicures. The local 
franchise has three locations in the 
Katy area. 832-437-3963.

15  Growler USA America’s 
Microbrew Pub opened July 22            

at 1443 FM 1463, Ste. 100, Katy. The 
restaurant specializes in American-
made craft beverages such as beer, 
kombucha, wine and hard ciders. There 
are 100 taps on-site with a focus on 
Houston breweries as well as those in 
Texas, Louisiana and Oklahoma. The 
restaurant also serves sandwiches, 
salads and healthy cuisine. There are 
no fryers at the eatery, and all foods 
normally deep-fried are instead baked.  
www.growlerusakaty.com

16  Mathnasium opened a location 
July 18 at 28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. 
120, Katy. The franchise provides math 
tutoring for children ages kindergarten 
through college and also offers services 
for adults. The business specializes 
in standardized test preparation, 
including SAT, ACT, GRE and other 
college placement exams.  
832-437-5033. 
www.mathnasium.com/fulshear

17  Marco’s Pizza opened a location 
July 20 at 9006 S. Fry Road, Ste. A, 
Katy. The restaurant offers a variety 
of different foods, including pizza, 
breadsticks, Buffalo wings, salads and 
dessert items. The franchise plans to 
open 100 stores across the Greater 
Houston area by 2020.  
832-999-4241. www.marcos.com

Coming Soon 
 
18  Vision Source will open a location 
in early August at 1721 Spring Green 
Blvd., Ste. 300, Katy. The franchise 
offers a variety of vision-related 
services, including comprehensive eye 
exams, glasses and contact lens fittings 
as well as the treatment of eye diseases.  
832-774-5834. www.visionsource.com 
 
19  Great Clips will open a location 
in early August at 1721 Spring Green 
Blvd., Ste. 600, Katy. The national chain 

provides haircuts, shampoo service 
and hairstyling for men, women and 
children. The salon is chemical-free. 
346-402-6642. www.greatclips.com 
 
Relocations

20  imortgage Katy will relocate in late 
August to 24275 I-10, Ste. 225, Katy, 
from 21322 Provincial Blvd., Ste. A, 
Katy. The company, which serves as the 
retail division of loanDepot, operates 
branch lending locations nationwide. 
The business provides a variety of 
lending services and products for 
consumers, real estate professionals 
and homebuilders. 281-994-0505. 
www.imortgage.com/katy

Anniversaries

21  Katy Elite Volleyball Club,     
25307 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, celebrated 
its one-year anniversary in June. The 
31,000-square-foot facility has its 
own club volleyball teams and hosts a 
variety of different events, including 
tournaments, camps, lessons, clinics 
and open gyms. 832-606-1399. www.
katyelitevolleyball.com 
 
22  Pro Nutrition, 1251 Pin Oak 
Road, Ste. 125, Katy, celebrated its 
one-year anniversary April 10. The 
store offers an A-to-Z list of vitamins 
and supplements, including proteins, 
preworkouts and nutritious snacks. 
832-437-2165.  
 
23  TLC Outdoor Living, 24515 I-10, 
Ste. 500, Katy, celebrates its one-year 
anniversary Aug. 8. The store designs 
and constructs luxury products, such 
as kitchens, patios and swimming 
pools. 832-657-1717.  
www.tlcoutdoorliving.com

Jeremy Browning, owner of Iron Tribe Fitness  
in Katy, helps clients with training goals.

9

The Katy TLC Outdoor Living celebrates its 
one-year anniversary Aug. 8.

23

Founded in Austin, Mama Fu’s Asian House 
serves a variety of dishes from across Asia.
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Hastag Kids Co. features clothing brands 
such as Under Armour for Kids and Mim-Pi.

7

You Know Us! We Know Katy Real Estate!

Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

23922 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Suite 123 | Katy, TX 77494

www.GaryGreene.com

community and your home?

You Know Us! We Know Katy Real Estate!

Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

© 2013 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens ®  is a registered trademark of Meredith
Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please 
disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.
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Park Row Dr.

Franz Rd.

Morton Rd.

heritagetexas.com

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

MARTHA CLARK
832.256.6118

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JANICE IRELAND
281.620.8427

CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

KATY OFFICE
23123 Cinco Ranch Boulevard, Suite 200 | Katy, Texas 77494 | 281.493.3880

MEMORIAL OFFICE
14340 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77079 | 281.493.3880

FEATURED

LISTING!

CINCO RANCH
26114 BASIL VIEW  |  $329,900

ANITA PICKETT
713.823.6460

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

  

  

JOINT 
PAIN

Contact a Memorial Hermann 

Joint Center. And start living pain free.

Staying active is key to staying healthy.  That’s why Joint Center 

specialists use the most advanced treatments to get you moving 

again. From new prescription options, to minimally invasive 

surgical interventions, our affiliated body of  experts is ready to 

help you find the best path to the life you want to live. 

TAKE THE FIRST STEP 

IN ELIMINATING

Call 713.272.1888 or visit jointpain.memorialhermann.org 

for more information or to make an appointment.

Colonial Pkwy.
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Compiled by Jeff Forward and Ryan Graff

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.comNow Open

1  Aloha Pho opened June 22 at 
2710 N. Mason Road, Ste. 110, Katy. 
The restaurant specializes in both 
Vietnamese and Hawaiian cuisines and 
serves a variety of dishes, such as pho, 
vermicelli and several types of noodles. 
Takeout and delivery are also available. 
281-206-7607. 
 
2  Starbucks opened a location      

June 27 at 2015 N. Mason Road, Katy. 
The location serves coffees, teas, 
smoothies and blended beverages. The 
shop also serves food, such as salads, 
sandwiches and baked goods.  
832-773-4626. www.starbucks.com 
 
3  Pizza Hut opened a location in late 

May at 2922 N. Mason Road, Ste. 110, 
Katy. The eatery serves pizza, pasta, 
Buffalo wings, sides dishes and dessert 
options. 281-398-1866. 
www.pizzahut.com 
 
4  Krav Maga West Houston 

opened a location July 8 at 20702 
I-10, Ste. 2A, Katy. The business 
offers self-defense classes. Classes 
for adults and children and summer 

camps are available.    832-776-9435.                                     
www.kravmagahouston.com 

Coming Soon

5  Berean Christian Academy is set 
to begin classes Sept. 7 at Westland 
Baptist Church, located at 1407 W. 
Grand Parkway S., Katy. The non-
denominational Christian school will 
provide instruction for grades K-4. The 
full-day private school will specialize in 
a college preparation curriculum that 
helps students matriculate to a variety 
of different school environments.  
832-919-8009.  
www.bereanchristianacademy.org

Relocations

6  Clothed By Faith relocated in late 
May to 802 Dominion Drive, Ste. 100, 
Katy, from 21811 I-10, Ste. D-105, Katy. 
The 501(c)(3) organization provides 
gently used clothing to those struggling 
with poverty. The charity has 
organized a campaign in an attempt to 
raise $250,000. 281-676- 8837.  
www.clothedbyfaith.org

IMPACTS
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Call us at 1-888-522-5808 or visit us online at xfinity.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. XFINITY services not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer available from 6/1/2016-8/31/2016, and is limited to new X1 Complete Triple Play residential customers. 2-year term agreement 
required with prepaid card offer. Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere 
Visa® debit cards are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit xfinity.com. © 2016 Comcast Cable Communications, LLC. All rights reserved. All channel logos, trademarks and service marks are the property of their 
respective owners. MGA99998-0025

Before you move, call our Move Specialists to find out how you can get up to a 
$200 Visa® Prepaid Card when you select a qualifying HD Triple Play. Plus, don’t 
forget to ask about XFINITY X1. It will change the way you experience TV!

Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose,
and we’ll arrive within a 2-hour appointment window – guaranteed.

Self move. Ask how you can take your 
equipment with you when you move.

Moving can be tough. XFINITY is here to help.

Choose the installation option that works best for you.

Turn a great summer into a great life.  
With boating and swimming, playgrounds and nature trails, Bridgeland 
makes every day a staycation. Buy a new home in Bridgeland from  
June 1 - July 31 and receive a weekend stay for you and your family  
at The Woodlands Resort & Conference Center. A $2,000 value, this 
staycation includes a two-night stay at the resort, spa and golf package, 
as well as a restaurant credit and dinner at Robard’s. When you buy  
your home at Bridgeland, you give yourself a piece of the good life.

  Homes from $220s to $1 million+.

This offer is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract with Bridgeland Development, LP-approved builders from 6/1/16 through 7/31/16. The offer provides two choices: $2,000 package at The Woodlands Resort & Conference 
Center OR $2,000 Visa Gift Card. The Woodlands Resort credit includes a weekend getaway for four including 3 days and 2 nights, Robard’s Gift Card (alcohol excluded), resort food and beverage credit, spa package and golf package. Total 
cost of resort package not to exceed $2,000. Some restrictions may apply. No substitutions will be permitted. A registration form must be obtained from the builder’s sales office prior to signing the new home contract. After the closing, the 
buyer must call the Bridgeland Welcome Center at (281) 304-5588 to make arrangements to claim either the $2,000 resort package or $2,000 Visa Gift Card. Closing must occur by 2/28/17. You must utilize your resort package within twelve 
months of your closing date and all gift cards must be picked up no later than March 31, 2017. Each recipient will be required to fill out a W9 for tax purposes prior to receiving their resort package or gift card. Homes within Bridgeland are 
constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with Bridgeland Development, LP or any of its affiliates. Neither Bridgeland Development, LP nor any of its affiliates guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders.

Buy a new home and receive a free staycation.

Visit  Bridgeland.com 



Katy Edition • July 2016 11

Smith Ranch

Smith Ranch features a 1-acre lake with a gazebo dock as well as an island for attendees to use.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Je
ff

 F
o

rw
ar

d
/C

o
m

m
un

it
y 

Im
p

ac
t 

N
ew

sp
ap

er

Smith Ranch
Family creates oasis in north Katy for 
weddings, parties, corporate events

F ranklin and Jan Smith did not 
envision the elaborate event 
location now known as Smith 

Ranch when they bought 40 acres of 
rice paddy in 1998 on Beckendorff 
Road in Katy.

“We started out and dug a lake. 
We built a baseball diamond and a 
little training center,” Franklin said. 
“[What we are now] came about 
in 2006 to 2008 when the housing 
market went to hell. The [Smith] ranch 
was slowly built over the years.”

In addition to livestock and other 
family animals, the couple had taken 
in dozens of rescue animals, including 
20 miniature horses. 

When faced with financial hardship 
during the economic downturn of the 
mid-2000s, Franklin said he told his 
wife she needed to find a way to pay 
for the upkeep of all their animals—
that was when the couple came up 
with the idea for an event venue at the 
ranch.

“I started doing parties and corpo-
rate events and weddings,” Jan said. 
“I wanted to do something kind of 
different. We’re kind of a jack-of-all-
trades.”

Today, the Smith Ranch is a well-
known location in the Katy area for 
private parties, such as weddings, 
birthday parties, corporate events, 
fundraising events, family reunions 
and others types of gatherings, Jan 
said.

“Our biggest use is birthday par-
ties,” Jan said. “We have all sorts of 
animals. We have pony rides. We do 
corporate events, like team-building.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

Co-owners Jan and Franklin Smith strive to 
make the business family oriented.

Miniature llamas are one of many different 
animals found at the Smith Ranch petting zoo. 

The Smith Ranch recently added a trackless 
train with a “Thomas the Train” face.

By Jeff Forward

25440 Beckendorff Road, Katy
281-371-3318
www.smithranchkaty.com
Hours: Available by private reservation; 
open to public on Easter, Fourth of 
July and Halloween.

The Smith Ranch offers a wide range  
of activities for attendees at the center.

• Water slides
• Bounce houses
• A trackless train
• Sandpit
• Jungle gyms
• 1-acre lake with island
• Paddle-powered boats
• Hay rides
• Miniature horses, donkeys, llamas, deer, 

goats and cattle
• Baseball diamond
• Dance hall
• Live music stage
• Gazebo

Jan Smith said corporate 
team-building events are popular.

“We’ve had several corporations 
come out and do the team-building, 
bonding,” she said. “They [play] teth-
erball, [have] paddleboat races, a lot of 
times they’ll just do their own thing.”

The couple said although the venue 
is private and must be reserved to 
be used, there are three events open 
to the public each year that have an 
admission cost—Easter, the Fourth of 
July and Halloween. 

“The Easter event has turned into 
one of our biggest events,” Jan said. 
“[Children] hunt [for eggs] based on 
their age. We have more than 500 
people come out for that.”

The 40-acre property is a short drive 
from the Grand Parkway and has doz-
ens of amenities and features to enter-
tain attendees of any age, Jan said. 
Ranch amenities include a petting zoo 
with miniature animals, a dance hall 
with indoor seating, a 1-acre lake with 
an island, paddle-powered boats and 
several playgrounds for children. 

“We cater toward kids. I like kids,” 
Jan said. “[As a parent] our house was 
the house where everyone would stay. 
We enjoy the kids and watching them 
have a good time.”

The business is run by the entire 
Smith family, including the couple’s 
three children. 

The ranch is also home to Grand 
Cheer, a cheerleading academy oper-
ated by the couple’s two sons. 

“We try to thrive on the fact [it is] 
family-run,” Jan said. “We’re all one 
big happy family.”
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Smith Ranch offerings 

RESIDENTIAL | LUXURY HOMES | COMMERCIAL | ACREAGE | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT | LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT
281-220-2100

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

18 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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All Doctors on site 24/7 are board certifi ed in emergency medicine     We treat Infants to Adults 
Pharmacy and Full Service Lab licensed by the state     CT, X-Ray, and Ultrasound On Site     All Private Insurance Accepted

WE ARE READY TO TREAT YOU
ER Katy is a free-standing, state-of-the-art emergency room conveniently located in the heart of Katy, Texas. 
We’re dedicated to serving our community, and caring for the emergency needs of our neighbors.

25765 Katy Freeway    Katy, TX 77494    erkaty.com N

99

10

90
1463 Pin Oak Rd.25765 Katy Freeway    Katy, TX 77494    erkaty.com

Dedicated Pediatric ER
Kids Are Special Here

Dedicated Pediatric ER
Kids Are Special Here

Dedicated Pediatric ER
Kids Are Special Here

The prairie’s 
just getting 
started

Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned mixed-use communities in the United States. With our partner, 
North America Sekisui House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create communities for people to live life in ways that  
matter most to them. www.newlandcommunities.com | www.nashcommunities.com

Prices, specifications, details and availability of Builder’s homes are subject to change without notice. • 2016 © Elyson. All Rights Reserved. Elyson is a trademark of NASH FM529, LLC, and may not be copied, imitated or used, in whole 
or in part, without prior written permission. • EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Home on the  
you frontier

Opening Fall 2016
New-home community  

on the Katy Prairie  
10 Model Homes • Community Pool

Café • Katy ISD

elyson.com

Follow us!  

new homes from the mid $200s

008921El_Prairie_CI_K_JUL28.indd   1 7/14/16   11:31 AM
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Drix Restaurant and Lounge

Skewers are part of the restaurant’s menu and come in three different varieties: chicken ($15), 
salmon ($16) and beef tenderloin ($18). A special combo version (above) is also available. 

Drix’s sweet and tangy pork chop dish ($20) is 
a 10-ounce marinated pork chop.

The restaurant side of Drix has a children’s 
play area with toys and TVs.

Drix Restaurant and Lounge combines a wine 
bar with a steakhouse.

Drix General Manager Anil Prasad pours a 
fresh lemonade ($2).
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Drix Restaurant and 
Lounge
Katy establishment caters to whole family

B eing inclusive of families and 
patrons of all ages is the con-
cept behind Drix Restaurant 

and Lounge, according to General 
Manager Anil Prasad. 

The restaurant—which Prasad said 
combines a wine bar with a high-end 
steakhouse—has been open for six 
years. It is owned by Prasad’s family 
friend and Morocco native Sid Moun-
fik, a local businessman and engineer. 

Prasad said Drix reflects Mounfik’s 
Mediterranean heritage. 

“It’s taking the favorites, like your 
steaks and your seafood, but putting 
a little Mediterranean flair to them,” 
Prasad said. 

The marinades and flavorings 
for dishes at the eatery come from 
Mounfik’s culture and family recipes, 
Prasad said.

Drix is divided into a two sections: 
an adult-friendly lounge with a full 
bar and an outdoor patio; and a 
family-oriented dining area with an 
attached kids’ playroom called the 
Kizthat which includes a play struc-
ture, toys and TVs. 

The lounge side features vari-
ous promotions, including a daily 
happy hour from 4-7 p.m., trivia on 
Tuesdays, half off bottles of wine on 
Wednesdays and both ladies’ night 
and whiskey Thursdays.

Prasad said while certain events are 
staples at Drix, the restaurant makes 
sure to vary its promotional nights, 
especially when it comes to live music. 

“We have a promoter who goes 

ahead and gets us somebody different 
each night to get a little bit of a differ-
ent vibe every night,” he said. 

Drix offers a modern bistro menu 
for lunch and a chophouse menu for 
dinner. Prasad said popular modern 
bistro items include the house special 
Angus rib eye steak, the Atlantic 
salmon and skewers—which come 
with a choice of chicken, salmon or 
steak tenderloin. Chophouse favorites 
include the bone-in rib-eye and Drix 
rib-eye, the New Zealand lamb chops 
and the sweet and tangy pork chops. 

Prasad also said the restaurant’s 
atmosphere shifts slightly from lunch 
to dinner, a phenomenon that is 
reflected in the price of dishes. 

“Definitely for lunch, it’s going to be 
more casual,” he said. “In the evening, 
I would say casual but classy.”

Drix also hosts a Sunday brunch 
buffet from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. that 
consists of over 15 items and includes 
fruits, pastries and coffee service. 
There is also live music on tap for the 
brunch.

“[The brunch] goes really well,” he 
said.

Prasad said families are one of 
Drix’s main demographics due to the 
restaurant’s fun-for-the-whole-family 
approach.

“A lot of families—parents who 
have kids who necessarily can’t go out 
and enjoy a good dinner—they come 
here,” he said. “They’re able to order 
a good dinner [and] enjoy cocktails 
while the kids play.”

DINING FEATURE

By Ryan Graff

1850 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-371-2749
www.drixrestaurant.com
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Thu. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.-
midnight, Sat. 10:30 a.m.-midnight, 
Sun. 10 :30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Highland Knolls Dr.
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Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

We have the best clients in Katy! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 4 YEARS IN A ROW!

Follow The Jamie McMartin Group

281.961.5161 | 3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com | Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com

TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE 5 STAR          REALTOR

A Principal Broker for
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Since opening its claims center in Katy, 
Texas in 2014, insurance giant GEICO 
has hired more than 700 employees 
and expects its office population to rise 
to roughly 1,500 in the coming years. 

GEICO Assistant Vice President, Tara 
Carthew is thrilled with the workforce 
talent in the Katy area.

Contact Katy Area Economic 
Development Council to discover  

why the Katy area is the place  
to grow your business.

“GEICO truly made the right choice 
by choosing Katy, Texas for our 
brand new claims operation. The 
warm reception and support we’ve 
received from the community, and 
most notably the Katy Area EDC, has 
been outstanding. The new GEICO 
associates who have joined our family 
are simply wonderful and we are 
grateful to be a member of a growing 
and vibrant community like Katy.”

281-396-2200  info@katyedc.org
katyedc.org

Energy Grows Here
For Business

A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

We’re
GROWING
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Where Living Comes Easy.

JordanRanchTexas.com

Homes from the $250s
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Project Underway

1   Morton Road expansion, 
Phase 1 
A 1-mile section of Morton Road 
between Katy Hockley Cut Off Road 
and Katy Hockley Road in the city of 
Katy is being widened from two to 
four lanes of concrete roadway. Part 
of the project consists of replacing 
existing above-ground drainage 
ditches with underground storm 
sewers, curbs and gutters. There 
may be periodic road closures during 
the project, however, city officials 

plan to maintain access for residents 
when possible.

Timeline: June-May 2017
Cost: $7.563 million
Funding source: Metropolitan 
Transit Authority of Harris County

2   South Firethorne Drive 
Connection Project 
A new road is being built east from the 
existing endpoint of South Firethorne 
Drive, extending about 400 feet and 
connecting to the existing Spring Green 
Boulevard.

Timeline: July-November
Cost: $686,000
Funding sources: Fort Bend Municipal 
Utility District 163, Fort Bend MUD 161.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Jeff Forward

3  Cinco Ranch Traffic 
Congestion Mitigation
Construction is underway on streets 
and at multiple intersections in the 
Cinco Ranch area.

Timeline: January-November
Cost: $1.6 million
Funding sources: Emergency 
Services District 100

3A  A new right-turn lane is under 
construction from westbound Fry 

Road leading onto the northbound 
lanes of the Grand Parkway. 

3B  A new right-turn lane is under 
construction from eastbound Fry 
Road leading onto the southbound 
lanes of the Grand Parkway.

3C  A new right-turn lane is under 
construction from the westbound 
lanes of Westheimer Parkway leading 
onto the northbound lanes of the 
Grand Parkway.

3D A new-right turn lane is under 
construction from the eastbound 
lanes of Westheimer Parkway leading 
onto the southbound lanes of the 
Grand Parkway.

3E   A second left-turn lane is under 
construction on westbound Fry Road 

leading onto Seven Meadows 
Parkway. Additionally, a second left-
turn lane is being constructed from 
the northbound segment of Seven 
Meadows Parkway leading onto 
westbound Fry Road.

3F  Right-turn lanes are being 
constructed in both the northbound 
and southbound lanes of Cinco 
Ranch Boulevard at the intersection of 
Westheimer Parkway, allowing drivers 
to use a right-turn-only lane leading 
onto Westheimer Parkway. A second 
left-turn lane is being constructed in 
both the eastbound and westbound 
lanes of Westheimer Parkway turning 
onto Cinco Ranch Boulevard in both 
directions.

Cinco Ranch Traffic Congestion Mitigation
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1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281-395-4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. 

Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

281-394-9272
Mon.-Thurs.: 10 a.m.-7p.m. 

Fri.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-8p.m. 
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

 Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 

• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Lollia • Maximal Art
Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Consuela 

Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley • Spartina

STARTING AUGUST 12TH, 2016

With a single same-day Brighton purchase of $75 
or more receive these Sparkle & Shine 

Mini Post Earrings FREE!* (Retail Value $20)

Sparkle & Shine

*Limit one per customer, while supplies last or until August 28th, 2016. 
Purchase total includes merchandise only. Gift Cards and sales tax not included. 

Cannot be combined with other offers. At participating retailers only. D26734

Back toSchool!

10th ANIVERSARY
SALES EVENT

July 29-31, 2016
on select items

Katy Hockley 
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Work almost finished on British 
International School of Houston  
Classes at $80 million Katy campus set to begin Aug. 29

By Ryan Graff 
After spending 15 years just outside 

Loop 610, the British International 
School of Houston will have a new 
home in Katy this fall. 

With the finishing touches being 
put on the $80 million, 275,000-     
square-foot campus at 2203 N. West-
green Blvd., BISH Principal Andrew 
Derry said the construction process is 
on track for completion by the begin-
ning of the 2016-17 school year. Staff is 
due to arrive Aug. 15, and classes will 
begin Aug. 29.

BISH is one of 42 schools in            
15 different countries operated by 
parent company Nord Anglia Educa-
tion—an international schools pro-
vider headquartered in Hong Kong. 

Derry said after a four- to five-year 
relocation process that included 18 
months of surveying different loca-
tions for the new campus, Katy stood 
out to school officials as the most 
suitable option. 

“It’s fair to say that a lot of areas 
in Houston put a huge emphasis on 
education,” he said. “But I think—for 
us—Katy, just the way it was west 
of Houston, the emphasis on high-   
quality education by just about every-
one in Katy and the demographic of 
the people there, that just seemed to 
be the ideal spot.”

Although BISH’s enrollment is more 
than 800 students with representa-
tion from over 50 different countries, 
Derry said the Katy location has been 
built to accommodate over 2,000 
students. However, BISH has chosen 
to focus on slow and steady growth 

EDUCATION

and does not foresee the enrollment 
number rising above 900 students for 
2016-17, he said. 

“It’s very much a community school, 
and that culture takes a long time to 
develop,” Derry said. “And if all of a 
sudden you double in size overnight, 
you lose that culture; you lose that 
identity.”

Jonathan Durfield, BISH’s head of 
partnerships and enrollments, said—
in addition to BISH’s small-by-choice 
approach—unique programs normally 
reserved for a university setting boost 
the institution’s reputation.

He said Nord Anglia is known 
worldwide for its partnership with The 
Juilliard School—a performing arts 
conservatory in New York City—and 
the company has also announced a 
partnership with Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology that is set to begin 
in September.

Due to these two unique curriculum 
collaborations, BISH is equipped with 
a Juilliard performing arts center—
which includes a professional theater 
and Juilliard’s signature, sound-iso-
lated ‘black box’ theatre—and            
12 investigative science labs.

Durfield said although other institu-
tions emphasize STEM—science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathemat-
ics—BISH focuses on STEAM, which 
incorporates the arts. That focus helps 
to set the school apart, he said. 

“When you look at STEAM, and 
being able to insert the arts into the 
STEAM pathway, that’s truly where 
the jobs of the future are going to 
exist,” he said. “And to be able to have 

a partnership, such as a Juilliard and 
an MIT in the same educational offer-
ing really covers the entire STEAM 
profile. We’re producing a well-
rounded student so that they can not 
only excel, but truly thrive.” 

Derry said he expects the new BISH 
campus in Katy to soon become Nord 
Anglia’s flagship institution. 

“The catchphrase we use is, ‘First 
the learning, then the building,’” he 
said. “We worked out what powerful 
learning looked like. Then we built the 
building around that philosophy of 
learning.”

Boma—An African word for 
‘cafe’ that translates as ‘the 
chef’s kitchen.’

Athletic Facilities

Four soccer fields, one of 
which complies with Federation 
Internationale de Football 
Association regulations.

Two gymnasiums with 
basketball courts that adhere to 
NCAA regulations.

An Olympic-style pool that is 
eight lanes wide and 25 meters 
long.

IB Center—An area of the 
school that is reserved for 
International Baccalaureate 
students.

Reggio Center – An area of 
the school for students ages 
2-5 that adheres to the Reggio 
Emilia Approach of teaching 
and learning.

With construction nearly complete, officials with the British International School of Houston said 
the new campus will be open in time for the 2016-17 school year.

The wings outline the agora, or library, upstairs 
and the boma, or cafe, downstairs.
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SCHOOL AMENITIES 
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Hindt signs contract to become new Katy ISD superintendent
KATY ISD Dr. Lawrence “Lance” 
Hindt officially became Katy ISD’s 
new superintendent of schools at a 
July 1 special meeting of the KISD 
board of trustees, penning a five-year 
contract worth $375,000 annually. 

Hindt’s contract signing was exactly 
three weeks after the June 10 date on 
which he was named as the position’s 
lone finalist. The 21-day delay is the 
minimum timeframe required by 
state law that a school district must 
give to the public before a final action 
is taken. 

The 1983 graduate of KISD’s Taylor 
High School will begin work Aug. 1, 
taking the reigns from Alton Frailey, 
who served nine years in the KISD 
superintendent role. 

“Signed, sealed and delivered,” 
Hindt said. “[I am] looking forward to 
being here Aug. 1, and getting to work 
for the Katy community.”

According to the employment con-
tract, Hindt’s base salary of $375,000 
per year is over $85,000 more than 
Frailey’s starting annual base salary of 
$288,4000 from when his most recent 
contract began in February of 2011. 

Hindt’s base salary is also over 
$50,000 more than Frailey’s base 

salary reported for the 2015-16 school 
year. The contract says that Hindt 
must also be given a salary increase 
correlating to an equal or greater 
percentage compared to that of full-
time classroom teachers if such a pay 
raise is adopted in any annual budget 
beginning on or after July 1, 2017.

The employment contract also states 
that Hindt will receive 15 days of paid 
vacation per year. 

Hindt began his career in 1991, 
working as a health and physical 
education teacher at John Foster 
Dulles Middle School in Fort Bend 
ISD. He then worked as a world geog-
raphy teacher at John Foster Dulles 
High School, and later progressed to 
assistant principal and then princi-
pal at J.F. Dulles High School before 
becoming superintendent of the Staf-
ford Municipal School District from 
2011-2014. 

“We’re just thrilled to have Dr. 
Hindt here,” said Rebecca Fox, KISD’s 
board of trustees president. “The 
process was long and arduous, and 
certainly we did our due diligence. We 
interviewed some fantastic candidates, 
but Dr. Hindt was a unanimous choice 
for us that he’s the perfect fit.”

Lance Hindt signs his contract at a special 
Katy ISD meeting July 1.
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CONTRACT HIGHLIGHTS

• Five-year deal worth  
$375,000 annually

• Full insurance package 
• 15 days of paid vacation
• All moving and relocation expenses 

covered
• Travel and businesses costs paid 

for 

Dr. Lawrence “Lance” Hindt signed 
his contract with Katy ISD July 1. He 
begins work Aug. 1.

Source: Katy ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

EDUCATION
News from Katy ISD Compiled by Ryan Graff

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_KTY

Tweetings

Katy ISD Board of Trustees
Meets the third and fourth Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. The next meetings 
are Aug. 15 and Aug. 23.

Board Room, Education Support Complex, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy
281-396-6000 • www.katyisd.org

Meetings

KISD Education Foundation creates endowment in Frailey’s name 
KATY ISD Alton Frailey helped cre-
ate the Katy ISD Education Founda-
tion in 2011, and last month the orga-
nization announced the establishment 
of an endowment fund in the former 
KISD superintendent’s name. 

Frailey—who spent the last nine 
years as KISD’s superintendent and 
retired in May to cap a 33-year career 
in public education—was instrumen-
tal in the creation of the Katy ISD 
Education Foundation, said the foun-
dation’s Administrative Liaison Janet 
Theis, who also serves as the director 
of community partnerships for KISD. 

“Frailey built this foundation to 
last,” Theis said. “His vision was that 

the education foundation will always 
be here and always be a critical part 
of Katy ISD’s success. It’s so fitting 
that [the endowment fund] carries 
his name because it was his vision 
that started this organization and put 
school district resources behind it.”

Frailey said he was both honored 
and surprised by the unveiling of the 
Alton Frailey Endowment Fund on 
June 15, which was designed to help 
provide financial support to the foun-
dation’s operations and its Inspiring 
Imagination teacher grant program—
an effort that has given $725,000 in 
grant money to teachers over the last 
four years.

“[I] feel truly honored, but not from 
a personal standpoint,” Frailey said. 
“This is not to have my name live on 
after me. This is to set in place the 
beginnings—with a very good invest-
ment—of resources to help sustain 
the foundation; generate revenue 
above and beyond the personal giving 
campaigns.” 

Contributions to the fund are 
currently being accepted and are 
tax-deductible because the education 
foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.

Frailey will officially pass the torch 
to his successor, Dr. Lance Hindt, on 
Aug. 1, but said that he is excited to 
remain involved with KISD.

Call 281.644.8955 to schedule  
or use ScheduleNow to book  
your appointment online at  
mhmg.memorialhermann.org

We have moved! Visit us in our 
new location at:
23960 Katy Freeway, Suite 250
Katy, TX 77494
281.644.8955

Memorial Hermann Medical 
Group provides comprehensive 
care from newborn to 18 years 
old. We offer a wide array of 
health services, including:

We are committed to delivering 
high-quality medical care and 
guiding children on a path of 
wellness.

• Annual checkups
• Immunizations
• Acute illness treatment
• Sports physicals
• Chronic childhood
 disease management

WE ARE NOW  
MEMORIAL HERMANN  

MEDICAL GROUP 
PEDIATRICS

Pediatrics

Krystal Batchelor, D.O., FAAP
Pediatrician

Linda Dang, M.D.
Pediatrician

Lisa Ecroyd, M.D., FAAP
Pediatrician

Lauren Shepard, D.O., FAAP
Pediatrician

Brooke Swearingen, M.D., FAAP
Pediatrician
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CleanWaterways.org

INFORMATION ON HOW TO PROPERLY DISPOSE 
OF ALL HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
CAN BE FOUND AT:

Whether it’s paint, oil, 
household chemicals, grass 
clippings or waste from your 
family dog, if these harmful 
substances are improperly 
disposed of in your yard, 
stormwater runoff will wash 
them down stthem down street drains and 
carry them into our bayous, 
channels, and rivers.  
Recycle or dispose of 
hazardous materials 
properly. It’s the best way to 
keep our waterways clean 
and our enviand our environment 
healthy.

What goes down 
our storm drains is 
draining our wildlife.

there’s nothing 
like being at  
the top of  
your game.
At Houston Methodist West Hospital, we 

believe that any injury is no match for the 

warrior that lies within you. That’s why our 

network of world-class orthopedic and 

sports medicine specialists promotes lifelong 

fitness and wellness. By encouraging injury 

prevention, we can help minimize your 

time away from sports, work and activities 

you love. Whether you’re an enthusiast, an 

amateur or a pro, we’re dedicated to getting 

you back out there — fast. 

18500 Katy Frwy.     |   Houston, TX 77094

Visit houstonmethodist.org/gameon 
to learn more or call 713.790.3333 
for an appointment.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from the city of Katy Compiled by Jeff Forward

Scores of Katy residents protest potential rezoning

Tweetings
For instant coverage of  
these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_kty

Tweetings

Katy City Council
Meets the second and fourth Monday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
scheduled meeting is Aug. 8.

City Council Chambers,  
910 Avenue C, Katy
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Meetings

KATY Faced with a standing-room-only crowd 
of nearly 100 passionate residents, the Katy City 
Council voted unanimously to continue a public 
hearing on the rezoning of more than 200 acres of 
land north of Morton Road on June 27.

The council voted to continue the hearing until 
July 25 [after Community Impact Newspaper press 
time].

The move would allow for the land to be rezoned 
from a Residential-1 designation to a planned devel-
opment district. The change would open the door 
for a new residential and commercial development 
to be built called Ardenwood Park with 374 homes 
and a more than 47-acre strip center with mixed 
retail.

The council was tentatively scheduled to vote on 
the rezoning of the 204-acre site located south of 
Clay Road and west of Katy Hockley Cut Off Road, 
but after the public comments, members decided to 
delay their decision. 

The proposed development—which is being 
constructed by the Houston-based developer 
Ardenwood Group—is situated near the Hunters 
Terrace neighborhood in Katy. Scores of residents 
from Hunters Terrace and surrounding streets filled 
the new council chambers to vent their frustrations 
with the proposal.

Bill Abbott, who said he was a civil engineer 
residing in the Hunters Terrace neighborhood, told 
the council he believed the new development would 
make traffic problems worse and also create the 
potential for flooding.

“To me, this is getting us back to where we don’t 
want to be, looking like Houston,” Abbott said. 

Another resident, Steve Williams, said the pro-
posed development would possibly create traffic 
problems, flooding and even attract criminals.

“I don’t think the council, our elected officials, 
have done their due diligence,” Williams said. 

After 14 different speakers addressed the coun-
cil—including some who spoke twice—Berzin 
“Fred” Bhandara, a representative for the developer 
took the podium to address the concerns. 

“We want to be good neighbors,” he said. 
Bhandara said the company will make sure the 

development is planned 
and engineered as best 
possible.
     City Council Member 
Steve Pierson said the city 
council listens to citizens. 
    “We do hear people. 
We do make wise deci-
sions for the city,” he said.

CLAY RD.

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

MORTON RD.

KATY HOCKLEY CUT OFF RD.

KATY HOCKLEY RD.

Map not to scale

PROPOSED REZONING

THE RESERVE AT KATY
New Model Now Open!  

From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of 
the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

CANE ISLAND
Gated, Water View Home Sites!

From the low $600s • (281) 574-1226

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
New Section Now Open!

From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680

Three GREAT  Communities
One  GREAT Builder

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR YARD
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Katy Homes and Businesses
Pest Free Since 1983

Call us Today!
281.395.3900

frontierexterminating.com

KATY FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

With two acclaimed school districts, a walkable onsite  
elementary and Lamar CISD’s new Churchill Fulshear Jr.  
High School opening fall 2016, the more you learn about  

life in Cross Creek Ranch, the more there is to love.

RIGHT NOW,  
our kids are  

walking to school.

 LOW 
STUDENT-TO-TEACHER 

RATIO
NATIONAL 
BLUE RIBBON  
SCHOOLS

HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED  
TEACHERS

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

With two acclaimed school districts, a walkable onsite 
elementary and Lamar CISD’s new Churchill Fulshear Jr. 
High School opening fall 2016, the more you learn about 

life in Cross Creek Ranch, the more there is to love.

RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW, 
our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are our kids are 
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All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, 
planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay 
without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or 
planned elements of Bonterra  at Cross Creek Ranch Community’s current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades 
and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes 
only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one 
resident of household must be 55 or older, and additional restrictions apply. 
Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent 
residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit 
www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © July 2016, Taylor 
Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Exciting resident outings. Amazing Cross Creek Ranch amenities.
Lush, peaceful surroundings. Minutes from downtown Fulshear.

Live greater than your age in Bonterra at Cross Creek Ranch.

Please contact our  
Internet Home Consultants  

at 281.780.4652 or  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

BonterraLiving.com | New Homes Mid $200s–$400s

I AM > 68> 68
I am  

curious.
> 68> 68

grand 
opening 

Sat. & Sun., August 20-21

Save the Date

BONCC-044 July CommImpact 4.5085x5.5416_MECH.indd   1 7/14/16   5:26 PM

281-877-2187 • www.GambonesCHI.com

All Phases of Interior & Exterior Remodeling
Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed

Free Estimates

Quality Work at a Quality 
 Tony@GambonesCHI.com
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/kty

UH System to start classes in Katy 
By Jeff Forward and Ryan Graff

Students at the University of Hous-
ton System will be able to take a variety 
of undergraduate and graduate-level 
classes this fall at two new locations in 
Katy, university officials announced 
June 24.

Two graduate level courses related to 
the oil and gas industry will be offered 
by the UH Cullen College of Engi-
neering at the Houston Community 
College Northwest-Katy Campus on 
Foxlake Drive. 

University of Houston-Victoria 
students will be able to enroll in a 
wide range of undergraduate classes 
aimed at transfer students as well as 
graduate degree courses in education, 
business and computer science. The 
UHV classes will be held at a different 
location: 2002 W. Grand Parkway N., 
Bldg. No. 2, Katy. 

According to a press release from 
UH officials, the courses are intended 
to provide students in the Katy area 

with classes over the next several years 
while a new 46-acre campus in Katy is 
constructed. 

UHV intends to consolidate its 
programs currently offered at UHS 
Cinco Ranch, UH Sugar Land and 
HCC Northwest-Katy Campus into the 
new facility, said UHV President Vic 
Morgan.

Lance LaCour, president and CEO of 
the Katy Area Economic Development 
Council, said the KAEDC worked in 
conjunction with UHS officials to bring 
the classes to Katy while the new Uni-
versity Park campus is being built.

“I think [the classes] will address the 
needs that local companies have; it will 
help with recruitment,” LaCour said. 

Morgan said UH System officials 
are excited about the new temporary 
facility as well the new campus.
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Peli Peli brings new concept to Katy
By Jeff Forward

When South African cuisine 
restaurant Peli Peli opens in Decem-
ber at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, it 
will be a dream realized, co-owner 
Thomas Nguyen said.

“My family has lived in Katy since 
1979,” he said. “It’s always been a 
dream of mine to open [a restau-
rant] in Katy.”

Peli Peli has two locations—the 
Galleria in Houston and Vintage 
Park in Tomball. The eatery serves 
South African cuisine and menu 
items mixing American and South 
African dishes, he said. 

“The beauty of our food is the 
diversity of flavors,” he said. “Eighty 
percent of our menu is considered 
fusion [of ] American tastes with a 
South African twist. Twenty percent 
of the menu is pure South African 
cuisine.”

The restaurant is co-owned by 
Nguyen, Michael Tran and exec-
utive chef Paul Friedman. The 
4,000-square-foot restaurant is in 
the former space occupied by Kenzo. 
Nguyen said the restaurant will seat 
an estimated 180 diners and will 
feature a redesigned interior with a 

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive  
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_kty

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from  
6/22/16–7/19/16

1  University of Houston System to start 
classes in Katy

2  Bonchon Katy now open at I-10 and 
Grand Parkway

3  Housing market stabilizes,  
adds homes

4  Katy City Council continues public 
hearing on new development to 
July 25

5  Hindt signs contract to become new 
Katy ISD superintendent
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new bar.
The restaurant in Katy will be a lure 

for residents who, Nguyen said, often 
seek that type of dining in downtown 
Houston.

“It isn’t always necessary to drive into 
the city for chef-driven concepts,” he 
said. “I hope that we give other inde-
pendent concepts [proof] that Katy is a 
great market.”

FRIDAY NIGHT SLIDES
float. glide. glow.

START YOUR WEEKEND OFF RIGHT WITH

DANCE CONTESTS •  LIVE DJ
GLOW IN THE DARK GLITTER TATTOOS 555 Katy Fort Bend Rd., Katy, TX 77494

www.TyphoonTexas.com 
groups@typhoontexas.com

Regular Park Hours 10:30am - 6:00pm

5 PM to 10 PM
Included with your daily admission ticket purchased before 5 PM. 
Ticket purchased 5 PM or later - $29.99.
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Taking care of an active individual, be it a weekend warrior or a 

professional athlete, is more than just musculoskeletal care. 

Having board certifications in both family medicine and sports 

medicine allows Dr. Sprockel to provide comprehensive care 

for medical and orthopedic issues. He strives to provide 

compassionate evidence-based care for those seeking sports 

medicine, preventive medicine or primary care.

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine 

at West provides leading-edge treatments, 

advanced research and today’s most 

sophisticated technology. 

DR. P. TIMOTHY SPROCKEL
Primary Care Sports Medicine 

18400 Katy Frwy., Suite 200
Medical Office Building 1
Houston, TX 77094

HOUSTON METHODIST
WEST HOSPITAL

WELCOMES 
DR. P. TIMOTHY SPROCKEL

For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, call 832.522.BONE (2663).

CONCUSSIONS   |  PREVENTIVE MEDICINE    
MEDICAL CONDITIONS OF ATHLETES         
ARTHRITIS  |  DISLOCATIONS AND FRACTURES     
OSTEOPOROSIS   |   TRAVEL MEDICINE       
PRE-PARTICIPATION EXAMS

www.westlakeprep.org | 281-341-9910 | 23300 Bellaire Blvd., richmond tx 77406

PreK3 - 8th grade  • christian foundation • college preparatory 
currently offering soccer, Volleyball, Basketball, Track, Choir

Dedicated to providing academic excellence and spiritual growth that equips our 
students to become courageous leaders as they serve Jesus Christ in our changing world.

Middle School opening Fall 2016
high school opening fall 2017

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

23350 KINGSLAND BLVD., KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

in appreciation of

your trust and support.
In 2013, we opened our doors to provide compassionate, personal 
service to our community. As we mark our third anniversary,  

the staff at Katy Funeral Home thanks each and every family we 
serve for their continued trust in allowing us to create meaningful 

memorials that truly celebrate the lives they represent. 



Katy Edition • July 2016 23

UH-DOWNTOWN

HOUSTON BAPTIST 
UNIVERSITY

CLASSROOMS LABS HEALTH 
FACILITIES

SPORTING 
VENUES

DORMITORIES PRIVATE 
VEHICLES

OFFICES

By Amelia Brust
Universities in the Greater Houston area are 

finalizing their policies for campus carry, which 
takes effect Aug. 1. The law, known as Senate Bill 11, 
permits concealed carrying of handguns on college 
campuses and requires public institutions to allow 
guns on parts of their campuses with exceptions.

SB 11 takes effect Aug. 1 for four-year institutions 
and Aug. 1, 2017, for junior colleges. Open carry, 
also known as House Bill 910, which allows license 
holders to openly carry holstered handguns in pub-
lic spaces, is still prohibited at all colleges.

Local universities 
The University of Houston system’s four presi-

dents must sign weapons policies for their respective 
locations at the main, downtown, Clear Lake and 
Victoria campuses. 

As of July 1, Shawn Lindsey, director of media 
relations and digital programming, said the main 
and downtown campus policies had been signed. It 

is unknown whether the policies for the Clear Lake 
and Victoria campuses had been approved. 

“In drafting our policy, it was not an issue of 
whether individuals agreed or disagreed with the 
law—our task was to draft a policy that is compliant 
with the law and protects the health and safety of 
the campus community,” said Marcilynn Burke, 
associate dean of the UH Law Center and chair-
woman of the UH Campus Carry Work Group.

All four policies identify sporting venues, health 
facilities and some residential facilities as exclusion 
zones, which are areas identified by the school or the 
law as being gun-free. Guns are allowed in faculty 
and staff offices except those within exclusion zones.

Private institutions can opt out of campus carry. 
In Houston, Rice University, Houston Baptist 
University and the University of St. Thomas have 
decided to opt out.

Clemente Rodriguez, patrol operations captain 
for the Rice University Police Department, said 
campus violence could increase and officers’ safety 

Campus carry law takes effect Aug. 1 at four-year public institutions

Not when dangerous 
materials are present

Yes, except where 
academic or disciplinary 
hearings, or employee 

evaluations are being held

N/A

X X X X

X

X

CONCEALED CARRY: RESTRICTIONS & PERMISSIONSX

X

X

UH-MAIN No, except  
Calhoun Lofts

Not when dangerous 
materials are present

Yes, unless employee 
demonstrates riskX X

UH-CLEAR LAKE Yes, unless employee 
demonstrates riskN/AX XX

UNIVERSITY OF  
ST. THOMAS

X X X XX X

RICE UNIVERSITY X X X XXX

could be at risk if students were permitted to carry 
handguns.

“College-aged students are prone to more risky 
behavior, such as drug use, alcohol abuse and 
depression,” he said. “If you add weapons on cam-
pus to that mix, there is a potential for more harm 
than good.”

Handguns are still banned at collegiate sporting 
events, but Traci Bennett, assistant district attorney 
for Harris County, said an exception is made if the 
handgun is being used as part of the sporting event.

Junior colleges
Junior colleges have another year to implement 

campus carry. In the meantime, the Houston Com-
munity College and Lone Star College systems are 
watching how four-year institutions’ policies are 
received before crafting their own.

“At this point in time the [review] committee 
has basically been soliciting terms and ideas,” HCC 
Chief of Police Greg Cunningham said.

Sources: University of Houston, Rice University, Houston Baptist University, University of St. Thomas/Community Impact Newspaper

281•363•0600
www.hdas.biz

Located in Katy and 
Spring/The Woodlands

Become a Dental 
Assistant in just 

10 Saturdays Open House 
August 19th, 2016 4-7pm

Fall Classes Begin 
October 1, 2016
Spaces are limited

For info packet call 
281-363-0600 or email us at 
admin@hdas.biz
Approved by the TWC Career Schools 
and Colleges

10 week course

NEED A NEW CAREER PATH?

If you have good communication skills, 
enjoy working with people, enjoy 
working with your hands and want 
the responsibility and rewards of a 

professional career, dental assisting is 
for you. Receive formal training from the 

premier 10 week program in Houston. 
Our course provides an education based 
on the latest procedures and techniques 

and we’ve been training successful dental 
assistants in Houston for over 20 years.

2323
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FocusHIGHER EDUCATION
Supreme Court admissions ruling may 
spur changes to Top 10 Percent Rule
By Amelia Brust and Marie Leonard

Adjustments to the state’s Top 10 Percent Rule 
related to college admission could be on the horizon 
when the Texas Legislature convenes this January. 

“I see the possibility of the Top 10 Percent Rule 
coming up [in the next legislative session], whether 
it be decreasing it down to 5 percent or getting it 
removed,” said state Rep. John Zerwas, R-Richmond, 
who serves as chairman of the Legislature’s Higher 
Education Committee. 

The state’s Top 10 Percent Rule, which guarantees 
admission to public universities to students who grad-
uate in the top 10 percent of a Texas high school class, 
was established by legislation in 1997. 

“It had to do with giving equal opportunity to 
rural, smaller schools with the ultimate intent of 
advancing diversity,” Zerwas said.

Public universities can increase the percentage of 
students automatically admitted without legislative 
authorization, Zerwas said. However, they cannot go 
below 10 percent without authorization, he said. 

For example, Sam Houston State University auto-
matically admits students in the top 25 percent of 
their class, while UT had to seek legislative approval 
in 2008 to lower its automatic admission threshold to 
7 percent. 

A U.S. Supreme Court ruling June 23 brought the 
state’s Top 10 Percent Rule into question after UT’s 
policy to use race as a factor for acceptance to the 
university was found constitutional. 

Considering a student’s race as justification for 
admission, a form of affirmative action, was imple-
mented in 2004 to increase student diversity, accord-
ing to the court’s ruling. 

“We believe that this is a powerful statement that 
diversity is viewed as a compelling state interest and 
that the use of race as defined by the Top 10 Percent 
Rule in our holistic admissions policy at UT Austin 
has been deemed constitutional,” said Gregory Vin-
cent, UT vice president for diversity and community 

engagement in a video upon hearing the verdict.
Plaintiff Abigail Fisher, a native of Sugar Land, 

argued she was denied admission to the school in 
2008 because she is white. According to the court’s 
ruling, Fisher did not graduate from Stephen F. Aus-
tin High School in the top 10 percent of her class.

Race is one factor considered in a UT applicant’s 
Personal Achievement Index, which includes socio-
economic factors, leadership, work experience and 
extracurricular activities. Together with an Academic 
Index, these indices make up one of two components 
for determining admission to the university. The sec-
ond component is the Top 10 Percent Rule. 

“The component with the largest impact on 
[the] petitioner’s chances of admission was not the 
school’s consideration of race under its holistic review 
process but the top [10] percent plan,” the ruling 
said. “Because [the] petitioner did not challenge the 
percentage part of the plan, the record is devoid of 
evidence of its impact on diversity.”

Zerwas said he believes the ruling sends the mes-
sage that UT can create diversity in a more precise 
way than the Top 10 Percent Rule does, which is a 
broad swath with no consideration to backgrounds  
of individuals. 

Since the inception of the Top 10 Percent Rule 
nearly two decades ago, the state of Texas has expe-
rienced more diversity in its universities. However, 
the state has also seen an increase in total population, 
a Hispanic population increase and more Hispanic 
individuals attending college, Zerwas said. 

“Whether the Top 10 Percent Rule has been 
instrumental in that is debatable when you put all the 
factors together,” he said. “At UT, primarily where 
the issue is, it does omit the ability to admit students 
to the freshman class. To some extent, the nature 
of those admissions policies impact [UT’s] ranking 
nationally. If they could be given more discretion in 
how they admit their student body, they could see 
rankings increase nationally.”  Source: University of Texas Office of Legal Affairs, College for all Texans/Community Impact Newspaper

FISHER      TEXAS RULINGS
The June 23 decision by the U.S. Supreme Court ended nearly eight years of 
rulings on the use of race in college admissions.

2016

2009

2013

Abigail Fisher is denied 
admission to the Univer-

sity of Texas and sues 
 the university. 

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals upholds UT’s 

admissions policy. 

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals upholds UT’s 
admissions program for 

the second time. The 
ruling is then appealed to 

the Supreme Court for the 
second time. The Supreme Court rules in 

June to uphold UT’s admis-
sion policy that uses race 
as a factor for admission.

A district court upholds 
UT’s admissions policy  
in the case. 

The case is appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which rules to uphold UT’s 
admissions policy and the 
use of race in admissions 
decisions.

TOP      PERCENT RULE
 WHAT IS IT?

The Top 10 Percent Rule 
became Texas law in 1997.

It guarantees students 
who graduate in the top 10 
percent of their high school 
classes automatic admission 
to any public state university. 

Public universities may 
increase the threshold for 
automatic admission, but 
they cannot lower it below 
10 percent without legisla-
tive authorization.

 WHO QUALIFIES?
Students who graduate 
in the top 10 percent of 
their class from a public or 
private Texas high school

Students who qualify 
must enroll in college no 
more than two years after 
graduating.

Students must submit 
an application to a public 
Texas university before the 
deadline.

* This is not a comprehensive timeline.

2014

2011

2008

2655 S Mason Rd  281-646-1109 (Phone)
Katy, TX  77450  281-646-1110 (Fax)

Registering NowRegistering NowRegistering Now
for Fall Semester 2016for Fall Semester 2016for Fall Semester 2016

Training for laity not 
necessarily seeking a 
degree, but who want 
basic Biblical training in
all 66 books of the Bible.

Graduate-level leadership 
training for persons who 
may not have or want a 
degree, but who do want 
training in core areas of 
ministry leadership.

A path toward completing 
both a Bachelor’s degree 
and a Master’s degree 
simultaneously.

Professional ministry 
leadership training 
for those who 
already have a 
Bachelor’s degree.

Advanced 
professional ministry 
training including 
all 32 graduate 
courses offered.

 TheBibleSeminary.orginfo@TheBibleSeminary.org



Katy Edition • July 2016 25Katy Edition • July 2016 25

Low price of oil affecting 
college programs, students

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  672 729 812 774 846 848

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON  223  393 549 819 963 704

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY 444 715 948 1,167 1,112 902

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 597 583 578 513 470 470

UT–PERMIAN BASIN -* -* -* -* 309 309

*University of Texas-Permian Basin added a petroleum engineering degree program in the 2015-16 academic year.

one-third of our graduating 
students that graduated in 
spring got jobs.”

Heinze, Holley and Hill all 
said there could be a decline 
in enrollment for petroleum 
engineering degrees at their 
respective universities this 
fall. Data gathered by Heinze 
supports the belief, Holley 
said.

“[Heinze’s] data says that 
two years after the price of 
oil goes down, the enroll-
ment [in petroleum engi-
neering] goes down,” Holley 
said. “We are anticipating 
lower fall enrollment. I’m 
expecting it to be down  
10 percent or so.”

Hill said Texas A&M is 

experiencing the same situa-
tion with fall enrollment.

“We’re expecting to have 
a smaller incoming class at 
the undergraduate level,” Hill 
said. 

Heinze said when the 
decline in oil prices began  
in 2014, enrollment numbers 
began to dip.

“The bachelor’s degree 
[enrollment does] get 
affected about two years 
after the price decline,” 
Heinze said. “Definitely, 
[the] students and [their] 
parents pay attention to the 
job prospects.” 

Heinze said many students 
who graduate and do not opt 
to extend their education 

seek jobs outside the oil and 
gas industry, or they attempt 
to get hired as an entry-level 
oil and gas worker.

“Some are opting for 
jobs on a roustabout crew,” 
Heinze said. 

Holley said the oil and gas 
industry traditionally has 
experienced financial ups 
and downs over the last sev-
eral decades, and economic 
uncertainty often scares stu-
dents who are thinking about 
entering the industry.

“It is a very difficult time 
to get out of school,” Holley 
said. “But it’s a great time to 
start [college]. By the time 
they graduate, this [down-
turn] will all be over with.”

Sources: Texas Tech University/Community Impact Newspaper

UNDERGRADUATE  STUDENT ENROLLMENT

OIL DOWNTURN  
SEEPS INTO ACADEMIC WORLD

Officials with the University of Houston and Texas Tech University are expecting 
smaller enrollments in their respective petroleum engineering departments for the 
2016-17 academic year. Overall, there are only five universities with petroleum 
engineering degree programs in Texas.

By Jeff Forward
The downturn in the oil 

and gas industry has spilled 
over into the academic 
world, where many students 
enrolled in petroleum engi-
neering programs are opting 
to attend graduate school 
instead of entering a weak 
job market, officials from 
several universities said.

Lloyd Heinze, a professor 
of petroleum engineering 
at Texas Tech University, 
said because oil prices have 
been declining for roughly 
two years, fewer students 
are enrolling in petroleum 
engineering programs, and 
oil and gas companies are not 
hiring as many engineers.

Heinze, who tracks enroll-
ment data at universities 
with an accredited petro-
leum engineering degree 
program, said the low price 
of oil combined with a weak 
job market has led many 
students to pursue master’s 
degrees, continue studies in 
other areas or simply work in 
non-oil and gas jobs.

“If they don’t have a job 
[at graduation], students 
will oftentimes look for an 
opportunity to improve their 
skills,” Heinze said. “Some 
of them are going to get a 
master’s degree in business 
administration; others are 

going for a degree in  
geology.”

Dan Hill, head of the 
Harold Vance department 
of petroleum engineering at 
Texas A&M University, said 
the downturn in the industry 
is affecting both graduates 
and incoming freshmen. 

“Some of our students 
may be stretching out their 
stay,” Hill said. “About half 
our [May] graduating class 
had a job in the [oil and gas] 
industry. About 20 percent 
are going on to grad school.”

Hill said it is easier for 
graduating students to 
extend their education than 
undergraduate students who 
are on a regimented schedule 
of courses.

Thomas Holley, interim 
chairman of the petroleum 
engineering department at 
the University of Houston, 
said there is a high demand 
to attend graduate school 
right now with the downturn 
in the oil and gas industry.

“I don’t see [many petro-
leum engineering students] 
continuing to take under-
graduate classes. A lot of our 
students don’t have that kind 
of disposable income,” Hol-
ley said. “I have written  
a lot of letters of recom-
mendations to graduate 
school. We do believe about 

The Orchard is a safe, secure 
environment offering freedom of 
choice, and a sense of independence 
based upon person centered care.

•  Family owned and operated 
•  Delicious meals 
•  Dedicated waitstaff 
•  Medication administration included  
•  Pet Friendly! 

All backed by  
The Orchard Promise

Call us at  
281-371-3000   
or visit us at  
24802 Kingsland Blvd.  
Katy, TX 77494

www.theorchardkaty.com
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GREATER HOUSTON AREA 
COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES

ALVIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Tuition: $675 (in-district), $1,350 (out-of-
district), $2,100 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 5,293
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 17.4 percent
3110 Mustang Road, Alvin 
www.alvincollege.edu • 281-756-3500

ART INSTITUTE OF HOUSTON 
Tuition: $23,424-$90,355 (Full cost of 
degree or program)*
Enrollment: 1,987 (both Houston 
campuses) 
Most notable programs: culinary arts, 
audio production, graphic design, fashion
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 36-80 percent*
4140 Hwy. 59, Houston 
www.artinstitutes.edu/houston  
713-623-2040

BELHAVEN UNIVERSITY -  
HOUSTON
Tuition: $12,015 (undergraduate), $9,990 
(graduate)
Enrollment: 200 
Most notable programs: business, social 
services, biblical studies
Test averages: Minimum GPA 2.0 
(undergraduate); 2.5 (Masters of Science); 
2.8 (Master’s of Business Administration)
15115 Park Row Drive, Ste. 175, Houston 
www.houston.belhaven.edu • 281-579-9977

BLINN COLLEGE - BRENHAM
Tuition: $1,515 (in-district), $2,370 (out-of-
district), $4,665 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,370
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 39.5 percent
902 College Ave., Brenham 
www.blinn.edu/brenham • 979-830-4000

BLINN COLLEGE - SEALY
Tuition: $1,212 (in-district), $1,896 (out-of-
district), $3,732 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 150

Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 42.9 percent
3701 Outlet Mall Drive, Ste. 250, Sealy 
www.blinn.edu/sealy • 979-627-7997

COLLEGE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES - 
HOUSTON  
Tuition: $4,110 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 427 
Most notable programs: biblical studies, 
biblical counseling, christian leadership
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 70 percent (Figure is an 
estimate; most students take longer than 
seven years to graduate)
7000 Regency Square Blvd., Ste. 110, 
Houston 
www.cbshouston.edu • 713-785-5995

COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 
Tuition: $1,773 (in-district), $2,973 (out-of-
district), $3,873 (out-of-state)  
Enrollment: 1,495
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 15.1 percent
1200 Amburn Road, Texas City 
www.com.edu • 409-938-1211

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $26,280 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 2,288 (both Houston 
campuses) 
Most notable programs: nursing, 
business, life science 
Test averages: 470-580 SAT critical 
reading, 480-580 SAT math, 450-550 SAT 
writing, 20-25 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 48 percent
7502 Fondren Road, Houston 

www.hbu.edu • 281-649-3000

HOUSTON COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE - CENTRAL
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 
(out-of-district), $2,343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 16,619
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 24.4 percent
1300 Holman St., Houston
www.central.hccs.edu • 713-718-6000

HOUSTON COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE - NORTHWEST-KATY
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 
(out-of-district), $2,343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,410
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 24.4 percent
1550 Foxlake Drive, Houston 
www.northwest.hccs.edu • 713-718-5757

HOUSTON COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE - SOUTHEAST
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 
(out-of-district), $2,343 (out-of-state)

Enrollment: 13,088
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 24.4 percent
6815 Rustic St., Houston 
www.southeast.hccs.edu • 713-718-7000

HOUSTON COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE - SOUTHWEST
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2095.50 
(out-of-district), $2343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,410
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 24.4 percent
10041 Cash Road, Stafford 
www.southwest.hccs.edu • 713-718-7800

LONE STAR COLLEGE-CYFAIR 
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-of-
district), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 20,510
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 31.2 percent
9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress 
www.lonestar.edu/cyfair • 281-290-3200
LSC-CyFair offers satellite campuses 
at the LSC-Fairbanks Center, located 
at 14955 Hwy. 290, Houston; and at the 
LSC-Cypress Center, located at 19710 Clay 
Road, Katy. 

LONE STAR  
COLLEGE-MONTGOMERY
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-of-
district), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 12,192
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26.5 percent
3200 College Park Drive, Conroe 
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery   
936-273-7000 
LSC-Conroe offers a satellite campus at 
the LSC- Conroe Center, located at 777 
Conroe Park North Drive, Conroe.

LONE STAR COLLEGE- 
NORTH HARRIS 
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-of-
district), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 17,001
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19.3 percent
2700 W. W. Thorne Drive, Houston 
www.lonestar.edu/northharris  
281-618-5400 

LSC-North Harris offers satellite campuses 
at the LSC-Victory Center, located at 
4141 Victory Drive, Houston; at the LSC 
Greenspoint Center, located at 250 N. Sam 
Houston Parkway E., Houston; at the CHI 
LSC-North Harris School of Cosmetology, 
located at 910 East Richey Road, Houston; 
and at the LSC-Health Professions 
Building, located at 17200 Red Oak Drive, 
Houston.

LONE STAR  
COLLEGE-UNIVERSITY PARK 
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-of-
district), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 10,951
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: data not available
20515 Hwy. 249, Houston 
www.lonestar.edu/universitypark   
281-290-2600

NORTH AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $9,900 (U.S. resident), $14,900 
(international students)
Enrollment: 720 
Most notable programs: computer 
science, business administration, 
interdisciplinary studies
Test averages: 425 SAT critical reading, 
479 SAT math, 416 SAT writing
11929 W. Airport Blvd., Stafford 
www.na.edu • 832-230-5555 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $4,979 (in-state), $11,639 (out-of-
state)**
Enrollment: 8,268 
Most notable programs: nursing, 
business, engineering, architecture, 
criminal justice
Test averages: 370-460 SAT critical 
reading, 390-480 SAT math, 360-450 SAT 
writing, 16-19 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 38 percent
100 University Drive, Prairie View 
www.pvamu.edu • 936-261-3311

RICE UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $43,220 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 6,719 
Most notable programs: psychology, 
economics and biochemistry
Test averages: 680-760 SAT critical 
reading, 710-790 SAT math, 670-770 SAT 
writing, 31-34 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 93 percent
6100 Main St., Houston 
www.rice.edu • 713-348-0000

SAM HOUSTON STATE  
UNIVERSITY-WOODLANDS  
CAMPUS 
Tuition: $4,757.75 (in-state), $10,877.75 
(out-of-state)**
Enrollment: 2,004 
Most notable programs: nursing, 
business, criminal justice, counseling
Test averages: 450-550 SAT critical 
reading, 430-540 SAT math 1010 , 
19-24  ACT composite
Graduation rate: 76 percent
3380 College Park Drive, The Woodlands 
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www.shsu.edu/academics/woodlands-
center • 936-202-5000

SAM HOUSTON STATE  
UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $4,757.75 (in-state), $10,877.75 
(out-of-state)**
Enrollment: 20,301 
Most notable programs: criminal justice, 
mass communication, education  
Test averages: 450-550 SAT critical 
reading, 460-550 SAT math, 19-23 ACT 
composite
Graduation rate: 53 percent
1806 Ave. J, Huntsville 
www.shsu.edu • 936-294-1111

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE-
CENTRAL 
Tuition: $750 (in-district), $1,425 (out-of 
district), $2,400 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 13,591
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19.9 percent
8060 Spencer Highway, Pasadena 
www.sanjac.edu • 281-998-6150

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE-NORTH
Tuition: $750 (in-district), $1,425 (out-of 
district), $2,400 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 7,985
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 13.6 percent
5800 Uvalde Road, Houston 
www.sanjac.edu • 281-998-6150

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE-SOUTH
Tuition: $750 (in-district), $1,425 (out-of 
district), $2,400 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 10,770
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 23.8 percent
13735 Beamer Road, Houston 
www.sanjac.edu • 281-998-6150

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE- 
MARITIME
Tuition: $750 (in-district), $1,425 (out-of 
district), $2,400 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: N/A***
Test averages: open admissions policy 
Transfer rate: N/A***
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte 
www.sanjac.edu • 281-974-2200

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE  
UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $18,500 (in-state); $19,500 (border 
state students: Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas and New Mexico); $27,00 (out-
of-state) 
Enrollment: 12,000-13,000 per academic 
year 
Most notable programs: business, 
education, nursing
Test averages: 1,006 SAT (old test), 21.9 
ACT 
Transfer rate: 65 percent
1936 North St., Nacogdoches 
www.sfasu.edu • 936-468-2504

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $10,030 (in-state), $30,208 (out-of-
state)** 
Enrollment: 58,515 
Most notable programs: engineering, 
agriculture, business, architecture 
Test averages: 520-640 SAT critical 
reading, 550-670 SAT math, 480-610 SAT 
writing, 23-30 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 80 percent
400 Bizzell St., College Station 
www.tamu.edu • 979-845-3211

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - 
GALVESTON
Tuition: varies by course of study and 
residence status 
Enrollment: 2,300 
Most notable programs: marine biology, 
marine transportation studies, marine 
engineering 
Test averages: 1800 SAT, 23 ACT
1001 Texas Clipper Road, Galveston 
www.tamug.edu • 409-740-4414

TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 
Tuition: $4,493 (in-state), $10,343 (out-of-
state) 
Enrollment: 9,700 
Most notable programs: business, 
law, engineering, biomedical science, 
communications 
Test averages: 360-440 SAT critical 
reading, 370-460 SAT math, 350-435 SAT 
writing, 15-18 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 20 percent
3100 Cleburne St., Houston 
www.tsu.edu • 713-313-7011

TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL  
COLLEGE
Tuition: $1,395-$2,055 
Enrollment: 127
Most notable programs: cyber security, 
welding
Test averages: open admissions policy 
Graduation rate: N/A****
26706 Hwy. 59, Rosenberg 
www.tstc.edu/campuses/fortbendco 
855-605-7336

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN 
MARCOS
Tuition: $19,420 (in-state), $31,660 (out-of-
state) 
Enrollment: 37,979 
Graduation rate: 53.1 percent 

Transfer rate: 10.7 percent
601 University Drive, San Marcos 
www.txstate.edu • 512-245-2315

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 
Tuition: $8,605 (in-state), $19,693 (out-of-
state)**
Enrollment: 40,750 
Most notable programs: biomedical 
engineering, computer engineering, 
business, liberal arts
Test averages: 500-610 SAT critical 
reading, 540-640 SAT math, 22-27 ACT 
composite
Graduation rate: 48 percent
4800 Calhoun Road, Houston 
www.uh.edu • 713-743-2255

UNIVERSITY OF  
HOUSTON-CLEAR LAKE  
Tuition: $3,965  (resident), $11,459.50 (non-
resident)**
Enrollment: 8,331 
Most notable programs: interdisciplinary 
studies, business, psychology, social 
sciences
Test averages: 470-580 SAT critical 
reading, 490-570 SAT math, 20-25 ACT 
composite
Graduation rate: 13 percent
2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston 
www.uhcl.edu • 281-283-7600

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON  
DOWNTOWN 
Tuition: $2,745 (in-state), $8,720 (out-of-
state) 
Enrollment: 13,830 
Most notable programs: accounting, 
interdisciplinary studies, psychology, 
homeland security 
Test averages: 390-470 SAT critical 
reading, 430-510 SAT math, 380-480 SAT 
writing, 16-20 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 28 percent
1 Main St., Houston 
www.uhd.edu • 713-221-8000

UNIVERSITY OF  
HOUSTON-SUGAR LAND
Tuition: $8,605 (resident), $19,693 (non-
resident)** 
Enrollment: 1,672 
Most notable programs: supply chain and 
logistics, digital media, education 
Test averages: 470-580 SAT critical 
reading, 490-570 SAT math,  20-25 ACT 
composite
Graduation rate: 48 percent
14000 University Blvd., Sugar Land 
www.uh.edu/sugarland • 832-842-2900

UNIVERSITY OF  
HOUSTON-VICTORIA
Tuition: $4,576.80 (in-state), $14,368.80 
(out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 4,152 
Test averages: 940 SAT, 18 ACT
3007 N. Ben Wilson St., Victoria 
www.uhv.edu • 361-570-4848

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS  
Tuition: $15,760 (in-state & out-of-state)

Enrollment: 3,411 
Most notable programs: business, pre-
med, engineering, liberal arts  
Test averages: 490-600 SAT critical 
reading, 500-620 SAT math, 480-580 SAT 
writing, 22-27 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 72 percent
3800 Montrose Blvd., Houston 

www.stthom.edu • 713-522-7911

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS  
Tuition: $9,830 (in-state), $34,836 (out-of-
state)
Enrollment: 50,950 
Most notable programs: liberal arts, 
engineering, medicine
Test averages: 600-700 SAT critical 
reading, 600-700 SAT math, 600-700 SAT 
writing, 30-36 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 81 percent
110 Inner Campus Drive, Austin  
www.utexas.edu • 512-471-3434

WHARTON COUNTY JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 
Tuition: $2,750**
Enrollment: 7,416
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 32.4 percent
911 Boling Highway, Wharton 
www.wcjc.edu • 979-532-4560

Listed tuitions are for one semester and 
calculated for 15 credit hours unless noted 
otherwise. Tuition totals do not include 
fees unless noted otherwise. All transfer 
rates are to four-year universities, and 
graduation rates are for a six-year period. 

This guide represents a selection of not-
for-profit institutions in the area. It is not 
meant to be comprehensive. For a full list 
visit communityimpact.com.

*Depends on degree or program 
**Tuition rates include fees
***Information unavailable because 
campus opened this spring
****Information unvailable because campus 
opens this fall

Compiled by Jeff Forward, Tracy Maness and Christina Nichols
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New Homes from the $210s - $280s

Lakecrest Park is a beautiful new home community now open right in the heart of Katy. Everything you 
and your family could need is right at your doorstep.  Whether you are looking for world-class shopping 
or dining, you will find it close to home.  This community features outstanding Katy ISD schools, including 
Katy High School. Residents enjoy a community aquatic and recreation center, pool, playgrounds, parks, 
and trails. Best of all, you are conveniently located near the new Grand Parkway and I-10, so it’s quick and 
easy to get everywhere you need to be. Anglia Homes has a brand new model home now open, so visit 
now and find your new home.

From I-10 west exit Katy-Ft. Bend. Turn right onto Katy-Ft. Bend Road, 
continue past Franz Road and turn right on Lakecrest Park Drive.

Two Furnished Model Homes NOW OPEN

LakecrestCommunities.com
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2016FR
ESHMAN

G U I D E

“Students are encouraged to seek out options 
for financing verification prior to enrolling in 
college,” Fuller said. “However, they still may need 
additional assistance. It’s best for students to begin 
investigating and continue that all the way through 
college to help pay for their education.”

According to U.S. News & World Report, as many 
as one third of first year students drop out after 
freshman year due to academic struggles, lack of 
money or personal issues. Fuller said students who 
are struggling should reach out to find counseling 
and academic resources that are available. 
 
”One of the biggest common mistakes the students 
make is that they don’t take advantage of support 
service areas that exist,” Fuller said. “Students are 
encouraged to take advantage of all resources to 
help them be successful.”

While students need many supplies to settle into a 
new dorm room, Fuller recommends bringing only 
essentials when moving in.
 
“It’s [recommended] that people connect with both 
the housing office and potential roommates to 
make sure they don’t bring too many things,” 
he said.

· Sheets/bedding
· Towels
· Desk lamp
· Laundry bag/basket
· Clothes hangers
· School supplies
· Mini-fridge (if allowed)
· Microwave (if allowed)
· Toiletries
· Shower caddy
· Clothing

· Kitchen items
· Bulletin boards
· Posters/decorations
· Small trash can
· Laptop
· Phone/computer  
  chargers
· TV
· First-aid kit/medicines
· Dishes and silverware

Source: College Board/Community Impact Newspaper

WHAT TO BRING OVERWHELMED?

Fuller said he recommends taking advantage 
of freshman orientation and the first few weeks 
of school to try out new clubs and campus 
organizations.
 
“One of the first things most universities do is a 
welcome back [event] with activities that connect 
students with the campus,” Fuller said. “Students 
can often find new ways to [get involved] beyond 
what they normally [would do], and it’s a great way 
to meet new people as well.”

GET INVOLVED!

PAYING FOR COLLEGE

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is used  
to determine whether a student qualifies for financial 
aid based on several factors, such as parent incomes 
and the number of people in a student’s household. The 
2017-18 FAFSA will be available beginning Oct. 1. 

FAFSA

Subsidized:
Loans are available to undergraduate students.
• The U.S. Department of Education pays interest  

on the loan while the student is in school at  
least half the time and for six months after a   
student graduates.

• The school determines how much the student  
can borrow.

 
Unsubsidized:
Loans are available to undergraduate and graduate students.
• The student is responsible for paying interest over 

the lifetime of the loan. But if the student does not  
pay the interest, it is added to the principle of the loan.

• The school determines how much a student can  
borrow based on tuition cost.

LOANS

Houston Community College System:
A directory for counseling is available at                       
www.hccs.edu/district/students/counseling 
 
American College Health Association:
A reference guide with information on a variety of  
mental and physical health topics is available at  
www.acha.org.

ONLINE RESOURCES:

Scholarships and grants for college students are 
available at the local, state and federal level. They can 
be used for educational expenses and do not have to be 
repaid, so long as the student completes a degree.

SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS

Scholarships can be found though local organizations, 
nonprofits and private companies, while grants are 
typically distributed through the state or federal 
government. To find more information on available grants 
and scholarships, visit www.studentaid.ed.gov.  

For students and parents, preparing for college  
can seem like a never-ending to-do list. Jeffrey Fuller, dean 
of admissions for the University of Houston, provided some 
helpful tips for first-year students.

Compiled by Wendy Cawthon | Designed by Matthew Mills

While many higher education institutions sell 
textbooks or offer rental options, a number of 
online retailers also offer a wide selection of 
college textbooks at lower costs.
• Chegg 
• Amazon 
• Barnes & Noble

Sources: U.S. Department of Education, www.fafsa.gov/Community Impact Newspaper

TEXTBOOK OPTIONS
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balloon toss and blindfolded doughnut eating. Each 
family is encouraged to sponsor a game or contest 
by bringing supplies and instructing others on how to 
play. Participants are asked to bring a picnic lunch to 
eat during fellowship following an awards ceremony.       
9-11 a.m. (Olympics), 11 a.m.-noon. (picnic and 
fellowship). Free (must RSVP.) Thomas Park. 5919 Fourth 
St., Katy. 281-391-0171. www.mlckaty.com

31 Summer Fun Fest
Houston Family Magazine hosts its fifth 

annual fun festival at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. The 
event is geared toward families and includes musical 
performances, face painting, inflatables, a rock wall 
and door prizes. The first 500 families receive goodie 
bags. noon-4 p.m. Free. LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 281-395-5533.  
www.lacenterra.com/events/1084

August

02 Texas Snakes and More
The Katy Branch Library is the site of this 

reptile exhibit. Reptile education company Texas 

July

29 through 30 
Wake Surf Shootout Weekend

August Lakes is the site of the inaugural tournament, 
which includes wake surfing, skim surfing and 
longboarding. The event kicks off Friday night with 
a Christian fellowship concert and paddle boarding 
races. The tournament takes place Saturday.             
4 p.m.-dusk (July 29), 8 a.m.-dusk (July 30). Free. 
August Lakes, 3707 Pitts Road, Katy. 832-791-1773. 
www.augustlakes.com

30 Superhero Saturday
No Label Brewing Co. hosts a benefit for 

4-year-old Brady Hilliard, who was born with hypoplastic 
left heart syndrome and was recently hospitalized for 
three months before receiving a heart transplant June 
29. The event includes a silent auction, raffle and other 
donation opportunities in an effort to help cover some 
of Brady’s medical bills, and travel and care expenses. 
noon-3 p.m. $10 (comes with an 8-ounce tasting glass 
and a wristband for four tastings), $5 (designated 
driver price). No Label Brewing Co. 5351 First St., Katy.       
281-693-7545. www.facebook.com/bradysheart

30 TLC Culinary Collaboration
TLC Outdoor Living hosts a food and beer 

pairing lunch soiree featuring Coyote Grills and No 
Label Brewing Co. Award-winning executive chef Scotty 
Campbell prepares food that is paired with five different 
No Label craft beer selections. noon-2 p.m. Free 
(reservation required) TLC Outdoor Living. 24515 I-10, 
Ste. 500, Katy. 832-657-1717. www.tlcoutdoorliving.com

30 Wacky Family Olympics
Memorial Lutheran Church presents the 

second annual event at Thomas Park. Families compete 
in games and contests, such as oven mitt water 
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through 12  
Dynamo Select Camp
The Houston Dynamo invite competitive 

players who aim to reach the highest levels 
of competition to refine their soccer skills. 
Professional and technical staff run all field 
activities including practices and games. Players 
must attend tryouts and be selected to participate. 
Select teams train twice a week all year and 
compete in various competitions. Times vary. 
$250 per week. Dyess Park, 16822 Kitzman Road, 
Cypress. 281-374-7800. www.dynamossoccer.com

Worth the TRIP
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Snakes and More teaches participants about various 
snakes and other reptiles. Tickets are required 
and are handed out beginning one hour before 
the program starts. 2-3:15 p.m. Free. Katy Branch 
Library, 5414 Franz Road, Katy. 281-391-3509.                                                      
www.hcpl.net/location/katy-branch-library

06 Bridal Open House
Cotton Ranch Events hosts a bridal open 

house. The event includes a complimentary selection 
from Cotton Culinary’s menu, a cake tasting, a raffle, 
an opportunity to meet with preferred vendors, and 
linen setups. Mock ceremonies are set up around the 
venue’s various areas. 1-5 p.m. Free (must RSVP.) Cotton 
Ranch Events 5443 Katy Hockley Cut Off Road, Katy.           
281-979-9705. www.cottonranchevents.com

09 Family Fun Day
Altitude Trampoline Park-Katy hosts a family 

event with trampoline jumping, giveaways and items 
from local businesses. 3-7 p.m. Normal admission rates 
apply. Altitude Trampoline Park-Katy 24952 Katy Ranch 
Road, Katy. 281-394-9221. www.altitudekaty.com

13 F. Don Cooper Lecture
Former NASA physicist F. Don Cooper speaks 
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Join us on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00pm for our 
Alzheimer’s Support Group. 
Call 281-599-3334

Did you know 
Alzheimer’s affects 1 in 3 families?
Alzheimer’s takes a devastating toll, not just on those with the disease, but also their caregivers...
we are here for you.

3206 S. Fry Rd., Katy, TX 77450
ALZHEIMER’S SPECIAL CARE CENTER
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit monthly calendar of events at  
communityimpact.com/event-calendar

To have your Katy events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
day of the month prior to the event date.

Online Calendar

at the Cinco Ranch Branch Library. The two-part lecture 
includes Apollo to the Moon and Apollo Guidance 
Equations, which are laymen and advanced sections, 
respectively. 10:30-11:30 a.m. (Apollo to the Moon), 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (Apollo Guidance Equations). 
Free. Cinco Ranch Branch Library, Meeting Room 1, 
2620 Commercial Center Blvd., Katy. 281-395-1311. 
www.fortbend.lib.tx.us/branches/cr.html

13 Katy Summer Tailgate
The city of Katy hosts the end-of-summer bash 

in downtown Katy. The event includes vendor booths, a 
kids’ fun zone, a family picnic area, local restaurants, a 
beer garden featuring No Label Brewing Co. and a street 
dance with live music and performances. Harvest Plaza, 
5701 Third St., Katy. 281-391-4840. www.cityofkaty.com

14 Gulf Coast Karters Fall 3 Race
The third of eight Fall Series races is held 

with participants competing in a qualifying session, 

a prefinal and a final. 9:30-10:30 a.m. (practice), 
11 a.m. (drivers’ meeting followed by race). $5 
per spectator older than 5 years old. Gulf Coast 
Karters. 29726 Stockdick Road, Katy. 281-978-3710.      
www.racekarts.com

20 Cheer Clinic
The Obra D. Tompkins High School 

cheerleading team hosts its third annual cheer 
clinic for prospective cheerleaders ages 5 to 13. 
Participants learn a short cheer and dance and have 
the opportunity to perform at the annual Falcon 
Frenzy High School Pep Rally on Aug. 24. Each 
participant must register in advance and receives a 
clinic t-shirt. 9 a.m.-noon $40 (early registration), $50 
(walk-up registration; a t-shirt is not guaranteed if a 
participant registers after Aug. 12). Obra D. Tompkins 
High School Performing Arts Center, 4400 Falcon 
Landing Blvd., Katy. 713-385-8594. 

20 through 21  
Hot Daze/Mo Hot Daze Show

The Great Southwest Equestrian Center hosts the 
Greater Houston Hunter Jumper Association’s annual 
local horse show. Riders showcase their horses in the 
two-day competition. The sanctioned show allows 
participants to accumulate standings points in their 
respective divisions. 8 a.m. Free. The Great Southwest 
Equestrian Center 2501 S. Mason Road, Katy.          
281-924-6579. www.ghhja.com

20 through 21  
Meet Marshall from ‘Paw Patrol’

Tilt Studio hosts a meet-and-greet with Marshall, the 
Dalmatian from the animated TV show ‘Paw Patrol.’ 
Marshall is set to make five one-hour appearances. 
11 a.m.-noon, 2-3 p.m., 5-6 p.m. (Aug. 20), 1-2 
p.m., 3-4 p.m. (Aug. 21). Katy Mills. Free. 5000 Katy 
Mills Circle, Entrance 8, Katy. 281-644-2340.  
www.tiltstudio.com

25 Teen time
The Maud Smith Marks Branch Library hosts 

a hangout for teens with games, crafts and movies.   
2:45-4 p.m. Free. Maud Smith Marks Branch Library, 
1815 Westgreen Blvd., Katy. 281-492-8592. www.hcpl.
net/location/maud-smith-marks-branch-library
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FEATURED Event
JET Band March-A-Thon
The James E. Taylor High 
School marching band hosts 

its seventh annual fundraiser. The award-
winning, 275-piece band parades around 
the neighborhoods surrounding the high 
school and performs at various community 
locations, including Randall’s, Green Trails 
Park and Wal-Mart. The Band Booster 
Organization is an 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization, making all pledges and other 
donations deductible. 8-11 a.m., noon-4 
p.m. Free. James E. Taylor High School 
20700 Kingsland Blvd., Katy.  
713-705-0119. www.jetband.org

Au g
13

C
o

ur
te

sy
 P

IC
H

E
 P

ho
to

g
ra

p
hy



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com32

Get Connected.
Find Connected in your 
mailbox this September.

This one-of-a-
kind publication 
provides 
detailed guides 
to the region’s 
restaurants, 
shops, parks, 
annual events, 
education,  
transportation,  
history, real  
estate & more.

For advertising information email  
advertising@communityimpact.com
or call 713.927.5170

ConnectedA GUIDE TO CEDAR PARK AND LEANDER IN 2016-17

14  DINING & SHOPPING LISTINGS 22  COMMUNITY EVENTS 34  PARKS & TRAILS

SPONSORED BY

Mailed directly to  
95,977 
homes &  
businesses 
in Katy.
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Katy Area events in June and July

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

1  The Katy ISD Education Foundation established the Alton Frailey Endowment Fund 
on June 15. From left: Alton Frailey; Tom Gunnell, KISD chief operations officer; and Ken 
Janda, KISD Education Foundation board president.

2  The Robert R. Shaw Center for STEAM is one of three finalists for the James D. 
MacConnell Award. The annual award recognizes outstanding educational facilities. 

3  The city of Katy hosted the Katy Freedom Celebration on July 4. The event included 
various attractions like inflatables equipped with padded jousting sticks.

4  LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch held its annual Fourth of July celebration, which included a 
kids’ bike parade, live music and fireworks.  

5  The 31st annual Fort Bend Masters Golf Tournament was held June 27. The Amegy 
Bank team (from left) Mark Magee, Larry Gremminger, Joey Dupuis and Adam Traweek.
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What does Freedom look like to you?
Watercrest at Katy is now open!  Visit soon to learn 
how you can take advantage of lowest development 

pricing, premier choice of residences and other 
exciting Founding Member benefits. 

Come get a a new lease on life at 
Watercrest at Katy!

200 S. Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

WatercrestKaty.com*Featuring 1, 2, 3 bedroom 
apartments and villas

832-471-8252
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Not sure where 
you want to go? 
Get there anyway.

Use our tools and resources to lay the foundation for the life you want. Whatever 
that may turn out to be. Or, make an appointment to meet with a banker soon. 
We can help you make the most of this wonderful time in your life, and help you 
prepare for all the exciting and challenging days ahead.

Stop by to speak to a local banker, or visit wellsfargo.com/appointments to make 
an appointment today.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (2775504_18368)

2775504_18368 
9.1837 x 11.25 

4c
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Lance Hindt
Katy ISD superintendent 
By Ryan Graff 

After working as an educator for more than two decades, Lance Hindt is returning to Katy. The 1983 
graduate of Katy ISD’s Taylor High School was announced as the lone finalist for the vacant KISD super-
intendent position June 10 and signed his contract of employment July 1. He starts work Aug. 1. Hindt 
previously worked at Fort Bend ISD, the Stafford Municipal School and Allen ISD.

PEOPLE

What interested you about Katy ISD’s 
superintendent role?

The school district, the community was very good 
to me and my family. And when the opportunity 
came up and I found out that [Alton] Frailey was 
retiring, after thoughtful prayer, a lot of consider-
ation and conversation with my family, I felt like it 
was a good move. I felt like that I could provide for 
that community and be a part of their vision, “Be 
the Legacy.”

What does it mean to you to be coming back 
to Katy?

I don’t believe I’d be in the position I’m in today if 
it had not been for some great educators that were at 
West Memorial Junior High [School], at Taylor High 
School and those that worked at Central Office, 
many of which have buildings named after them 
now. I made up my mind in my junior year that I 
wanted to be a teacher and a coach, and that was 
because of the influence of my teachers and coaches 
there at Taylor High School.   

You are coming from Allen ISD, a district that 
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is similar to Katy ISD. What are some of the 
key similarities and differences between the 
districts?

There’s very high expectations [from] both com-
munities. They expect that we’re going to provide 
the best instructional environment for their stu-
dents, and we’re going to provide them with the best 
opportunities outside the classroom also through 
our extracurricular [activities], clubs and organi-
zations. They’re both very high-performing school 
districts. 

What programs are you most excited to work 
with here in KISD from an academic and 
extracurricular standpoint?

There is a different feel and a different culture to 
a school that you walk in and they’re having great 
success on their athletic fields, they’re having great 
success in some of the other extracurricular. When 
you teach kids to be successful and try hard—no 
matter what the endeavor is—and to shoot for the 
stars, that translate[s] into the classroom.

What are some of the challenges that you 

expect with KISD, and what are you most 
looking forward to accomplishing?

I say this in almost every job I have. I have five 
nonnegotiable elements. Student learning will 
improve; we cannot get complacent in the class-
room. Professional learning will improve. In order 
for us to enhance what we’re doing in the classroom 
and what we’re providing to kids through instruc-
tion, we have to constantly sharpen our tools as 
educators as well. We will work in high-performing, 
collaborative teams. I do not believe in working in 
isolation. I believe in providing quality internal and 
external customer service. We serve a community, 
we serve a population of kids, we serve each other as 
professionals. 

Lance Hindt

Aug. 1994-May 1999 

World geography teacher, J.F. 
Dulles High School, Fort Bend ISD

Feb. 2005-June 2007 

Principal, J.F. Dulles 
High School

May 2011-March 2014 

Superintendent, Stafford  
Municipal School District

July 2004-Feb. 2005 

Supervisor, Fort Bend ISD 
Technical Education Center

July 2007-May 2011  

Assistant superintendent, 
Fort Bend ISD

March 2014-July 2016 

Superintendent, Allen ISD

Prior to being hired as superintendent of Katy ISD, Lance Hindt worked at several different school districts in a 
variety of positions throughout the Greater Houston region and north Texas. 

CAREER TIMELINE
Aug. 1991-May 1994  

Health/physical education teacher, John 
Foster Dulles Middle School, Fort Bend ISD

July 1999-Feb. 2005 

Assistant principal, J.F. Dulles  
High School

1990 2010

Source: Katy ISD/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

2000

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY*2016 OPTIMA2016 OPTIMA

FREE WINDOW TINTING
WHEN YOU BUY A NEW KIA AT WESTSIDE KIA

SELECTED VEHICLES ONLY, WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND FINANCING WITH KMF, OFFERS 
INCLUDE ALL AVAILABLE DISCOUNTS FROM KIA

23005 KATY FREEWAY
KATY, TX 77450
866-778-4167

THE KIA 10-YEAR/100000 MILES WARRANTY PROGRAM INCLUDES VARIOUS WARRANTIES AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE. WARRANTIES INCLUDE 10-YEAR/100000-MILE POWERTRAIN AND A 5 YEAR/60000 MILE BASIC. 
ALL WARRANTIES AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE ARE LIMITED.  WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND FINANCING THROUGH KIA MOTOR FINANCE. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH CUSTOMER CASH REBATES. NOT AVAILABLE ON 
ALL KIA MODELS. SEE DEALER FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO CONFIRM AVAILABILITY. 

23005 Katy Fwy.  | Katy, TX 77450
888.284.4718

www.WestsideKiaHouston.com

WESTSIDE

$3,500 off - MSRP $25,975 
or $249/month for 36 months*
$1,999 due at signing

$3,500 off - MSRP $22,795
or $199/month for 36 months*
*$1,999 due at signing

N
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Katy Fort Bend Rd. Kingsland Blvd.

2016 SOUL

$14,991

$18,991

$15,491
2016 FORTE

plus Tax, Title and License

plus Tax, Title and License

plus Tax, Title and License

Flood victims can get up to $1000 in Down Payment 
Assistance towards the purchase of a New Kia.
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The Texas Seaport Museum has many features for visitors, 
including the 1877 tall ship Elissa, a maritime history museum, 
and Galveston history exhibits as well as an immigrant database 
of tens of thousands of immigrants who landed at the port in the 
1800s and 1900s. Harbor and dolphin tours are also available 
on a large, cruise-type vessel. Hours: Sun.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission: $12 (adults 19 and older); $9 (youth ages 6-18); free 
(children age 5 and younger) free.

2100 Harborside Drive, Pier 22, 
Galveston 

409-763-1877 
www.galvestonhistory.org

TexasSeaportMuseum
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Compiled by Jeff Forward, Ryan Graff,  
and Marie Leonard

Guide
DayDay tRIPtRIP

Katy area residents can find tons of summer fun at dozens of 
destinations within a one-day drive. Whether you are seeking 
barbecue, or a day on the beach, our guide will get you there.

Harborside Dr.

20th St.

Wharf R
d.

M
oody Ave.

Franklin Barbecue has become one of the most visited 
barbecue restaurants in Austin since it opened on 11th 
Street in 2011. The eatery has been featured in dozens of 
news articles and TV shows. Chef Aaron Franklin specializes 
in traditional Texas brisket, pork ribs, pulled pork, chopped 
beef and sausages. Visitors begin waiting in line as early as 
7 a.m. Hours: Tue.-Sun. 11 a.m. until food is sold out. 

900 E. 11th St.,  
Austin

512-653-1187
http://franklinbarbecue.com

Franklin Barbecue

E. 11th St.
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Juniper St.

Sam
 Houston Ave.

290

2501 Seawall Blvd.,  
Galveston

409-766-4950
www.pleasurepier.com

Pleasure Pier
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27th St.

25th St.

Reopened in 2012, the Pleasure Pier pays homage to the city’s 
history by serving as an amusement park with 16 rides, shops, 
midway games and a Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. restaurant. Prior 
to Hurricane Ike in 2008, the pier had been home to the Flagship 
Hotel since the mid-1960s. It was constructed after the original 
Pleasure Pier, which was built in the 1940s, was destroyed by 
Hurricane Carla. The attraction is located adjacent to numerous 
shops, restaurants and hotels along Seawall Boulevard as well. 

Galveston

E. Main St.

Boothe Dr.

N. La
ke A

ve
.E. A St.

The Vineyard II is a restaurant devoted to a Hill Country atmo-
sphere with a wide selection of wines and craft beers from    
Texas, many of them hard to locate in stores. The eatery has a 
patio and features a range of activities, including ladies night, 
food truck Fridays, private parties, painting classes and grilled 
burgers on Sundays. Wine and beer is available by sample tast-
ing, by the glass or can be bought to-go. Hours: Thu. 5-9 p.m., 
Fri. 4-10 p.m., Sat. 3-10 p.m., Sun. noon-6 p.m.

217 E. Main St.,  
Eagle Lake

979-232-3111
www.thevineyard2.com

TheVineyard ii:texaswine&craftbeer

The Deep Eddy Pool celebrated its 100th anniversary in May. The 
swimming pool is fed by an aquifer located deep in the earth that 
provides naturally purified spring water for swimmers. The pool 
is not chlorinated. Hours: Mon.-Sun. 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Admission 
prices vary based on age and residency status in Austin.

401 Deep Eddy Ave., Austin  
512-472-8546 • www.deepeddy.org

Lake Austin Blvd.

Deep Eddy  
Ave

Deep Eddy Pool
MoPac

Austin
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Located on the campus of Texas A&M University, the library is 
dedicated to the 41st president, George H.W. Bush. In addition to 
the archival library, which includes 44 million pages related to 
Bush’s presidency, many Bush family’s records and artifacts can 
be found in the 20,000-square-foot museum. Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m. Admission: $9 (adults); $3 
(attendees ages 6-17); free (children 5 and under.)

GeorgeBushPresidentialLibrary

1000 George Bush Drive W., 
College Station
979-691-4000 

www.bush41.org

College Station

Harvey  Mitchell Pkwy. S. Geo
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Eagle Lake

Huntsville State Park is a heavily wooded 2,087-acre state 
park with a 210-acre lake for visitors. Visitors enjoy a range of 
activities, including camping, hiking, boating, fishing, swimming 
and guided horseback riding available. The park features areas 
for tents, has screened shelters available for rent and RVs can 
park at spaces with electric and water connections. Reservations 
are recommended. Hours: 6 a.m.-10 p.m. daily. Admission: $5 
(adults), free (children age 12 and younger).

The museum is focuses on Sam Houston. The 15-acre site fea-
tures the Steamboat House, where Sam Houston resided, as well 
as a museum with photographs, artifacts and other historical 
items about the president of the Republic of Texas and eventual 
governor of the state of Texas. Hours: Tue.-Sat. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Sun. noon-4:30 p.m. Closed Mondays. $4 (seniors), $5 (adults), 
$3 (children ages 6-18), free (ages 5 and younger and Sam 
Houston State University students with a valid student ID). 

565 Park Road 40 W.
Huntsville

936-295-5644 
www.tpwd.texas.gov

1836 Sam Houston Ave.  
Huntsville

936-294-1832
samhoustonmemorialmuseum.com

Huntsville State Park SamHoustonMemorialMuseum

19th St.

17th St. Sam
 Houston Ave. Sam Houston 

State University

45
105

190

59

State Park 
Rd. 40

Huntsville 
State Park

Huntsville
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Enthusiasts interested in seeing wildlife and enjoying outdoor 
pursuits can visit the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory. The 34-acre 
site set in Columbia Bottomland forest offers hiking trails, bird 
watching and nature tours. On the third Saturday of each month, 
there is bird banding. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Free.

299 Hwy. 332 W., Lake Jackson
979-480-0999 • www.gcbo.org

GulfCoastBirdObservatory

Sweet ‘n’ salty, strawberry rhubarb and junk berry pie are just  
a few of the more than 10 pie options to choose from at this local 
cafe where eating dessert first is encouraged. The menu also 
features sandwich, salad and burger options along with other 
entrees. The walls and porch of the cafe also offer patrons much 
to look at as they wait for lunch to be prepared. A sign out front 
teases, “If you’re in a hurry, go to Houston.” 
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979-249-3611
www.royersroundtopcafe.com
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The Sea Center is a combination aquarium, fish hatchery 
and marine development center that also has an educational 
component. The center produces on average 15 million red 
drum and sea trout fingerlings that are released into the 
Sabine River. There is a 24-foot touch tank where visitors can 
touch sea life, a wetland walkway, and a 300-yard saltwater 
marsh boardwalk. Hours: Tue.-Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun. 1-4 
p.m. Closed Mondays. Free. 

302 Medical Drive  
Lake Jackson
979-292-0100

www.tpwd.texas.gov/seacenter

SeaCenterTexas

M
edical Dr.

Plantation Dr.

288

Visitors can take part in several activities ranging from cave 
tours to gift shopping. The park features two caves that 
are about 180 feet in depth. Tours on the paved and lighted 
sidewalk are offered daily, and specialty adventure tours of 
the caverns are also offered. The park also features a gift 
shop, food options, a ropes course with a zip line, a maze and 
gemstone mining. Hours vary by day. Prices vary by activities. 

26495 Natural Bridge Caverns 
Road, 

San Antonio 
210-651-6101

www.naturalbridgecaverns.com

NaturalBridgeCaverns
San Antonio

3009

Natural Bridge 
Caverns Rd.

This 239-acre state park hosts numerous features central 
to the history of Texas, including the Star of the Republic 
Museum, the Barrington Living History Farm and Indepen-
dence Hall—where officials signed the Texas Declaration of 
Independence from Mexico. Hours: Mon.-Sun. 10:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Admission: $5 (adults), $3 (students).

23400 Park Road No. 12, Washington 
936-878-2214 • www.wheretexasbecametexas.org

Washington on theBrazos
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BEAZER HAS NEW QUICK MOVE-INS AVAILABLE!

We’re so confident in our energy efficient 
features, we put a chocolate bunny in our 
attic to prove it won’t melt. Find out why 
this is important -- and how it will save 
you money by visiting any Beazer model 
home today!

New homes from the upper  
$100s to $400s

MOVE NOW TO
AVOID HIGH SUMMER 
ELECTRIC BILLS

BEAZER HAS NEW QUICK MOVE-INS AVAILABLE!

We’re so confident in our energy efficient
features, we put a chocolate bunny in our
attic to prove it won’t melt. Find out why
this is important -- and how it will save
you money by visiting any Beazer modelyou money by visiting any Beazer model

AVOID HIGH SUMMER 

*Based on NAHB Research Center, Beazer Homes eSMART Energy Analysis (October 2009), using building assumptions established through the DOE Building America program. Performance comparison and energy cost savings based on 
whole house use estimates generated by proprietary computer software modeling, underlying building assumptions, and 2007 average energy prices and reflect estimated savings in heating and cooling energy, lighting and dishwasher. Actual 
savings may vary and may depend in part on occupant behavior, timing and/or fluctuating costs of energy usage, and actual climate zone conditions. Additional information available at beazer.com. See New Home Counselor for complete details. 
© 2015 Beazer Homes. 5/16  132244

beazer.com  • 281-214-0450  
#showmethebunny
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Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund 
represents a dozen low-
income districts challenging 
the school finance system.

Edgewood ISD v. Kirby
1984

HB 72 passes, reforming the 
school finance system to direct 
more money to districts with lower 
property value.

House Bill 72
1984

The Texas Legislature 
creates the Gilmer-Aikin 
Committee to study 
educational reform.

Gilmer-Aiken  Committee
1947

Federal court 
The school finance 
system is deemed 
unconstitutional.

Unconstitutional
1971

Texas Supreme Court 
System declared 
unconstitutional in 
Edgewood ISD v. Kirby

Unconstitutional
1989

District court 
School finance system is 
deemed unconstitutional in 
district court.

Unconstitutional
1987

school fund
$2,000,000

Texas establishes a permanent 
school fund with $2 million in 
bonds from its boundary claim 
settlement with the U.S.

Permanent school fund
1845

U.S. Supreme Court  
Decision reversed, 
school finance system 
declared constitutional

Constitutional
1973

38 Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

Passed Gilmer-Aikin Committee 
proposals link state funding to 
student attendance.

State funds = attendance
1949

1900 1950 1960 1970

School funding
Continued from | 1

FIGHT
FUNDS

FOR

THE

Courts have ruled on Texas’ school 
finance system many times since 1971.

rulings

milestones

 you have a system come out and say, 
‘Well, our funding system meets the 
minimum expectations.’ Well, that’s 
not what Texas education’s all about. 
We’re not about meeting the minimum 
expectations in the classroom. Why 
should we be that way at the state level 
when it comes to school funding?”

With no change to the school finance 
system, local officials said they are 
forced to contend with the same fund-
ing challenges the formula has created 
over decades—namely that tax revenue 
associated with increased property val-
ues accrues to the state and not to local 
districts. 

“If we have a growth in our property 
values a year ago, then the state—for the 
next year—takes the value away,” KISD 
Chief Financial Officer Chris Smith 
said. “Basically, you have a temporary 

increase in taxes, and the next year the 
state recognizes that and then decreases 
it by that amount. It’s an abrupt transi-
tion.”

State Rep. John Zerwas, R-Katy, who 
served as a member of the Appropria-
tions and Conference committees in 
previous legislative sessions, supported 
the 2011 funding bill that resulted in 
$5.4 billion in education funding cuts 
after it was approved by the Legislature. 
He said the school finance system will 
be a top priority in the next legislative 
session, which begins in January.

“I was satisfied that we had upheld 
our constitutional obligation,” Zerwas 
said. “I think the [state] Supreme Court 
has been appropriate in saying, ‘There’s 
a lot of work that can be done here.’ 
And it should be the first and most 
important thing that we deal with as a 
legislative body.”

Supreme Court decision
After almost a year of deliberation,  

the state Supreme Court declared Texas’ 
school finance system constitutional. In 
the court’s 100-page opinion, Justice 
Don Willett called the formula “Byzan-
tine” but said it met the minimum stan-
dards of the state constitution.

It was the seventh time since the 
1980s the Texas Supreme Court ruled 
on the constitutionality of the system.

Although Willett expressed the need 
for reform, he said the role of the court 
was not to micromanage policy but 
determine the finance system’s legality.

“Texas’ more than 5 million school 
children deserve better than serial liti-
gation over an increasingly Daedalean 
‘system,’” he wrote in his opinion. “They 
deserve transformational, top-to-bot-
tom reforms that amount to more than 
Band-Aid on top of Band-Aid. They 
deserve a revamped, nonsclerotic sys-
tem fit for the 21st century.”

Gov. Greg Abbott supported the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, labeling it a 
victory for Texas taxpayers and the 

state’s constitution.
“The Supreme Court’s decision ends 

years of wasteful litigation by correctly 
recognizing that courts do not have the 
authority to micromanage the state’s 
school finance system,” Abbott said.

Rebecca Fox, president of the KISD 
board of trustees, said she is discon-
certed by political interests negatively 
affecting students across the state.

“It’s very disappointing for me to 
think that my Supreme Court says that 
the way Texas funds it schoolchildren 
meets minimum standards,” she said. 
“I don’t know one person who wants 
minimum standards for education for 
any child. We demand excellence for all 
children in Texas.”

Funding challenges
When it comes to the school finance 

system, officials agree on one thing: it 
is complex. The state funding formula 
is about four pages long, and other 
related formulas fill up dozens of pages 

Contact me for all your Real Estate needs!

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

23922 Cinco Village 
 Center Blvd #123

Katy, TX 77494

281-610-8644

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.  

If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com 
www.LindaLeiby.com 
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The state finance system 
is ruled unconstitutional 
in district court.

Unconstitutional
2004

Texas Supreme Court 
Unconstitutional ruling 
upheld

Unconstitutional
2005

Senate Bill 7 establishes 
maximum property wealth 
per student, mandating 
districts over the limit 
distribute funds.

“Recaptured” revenue
1993

Equity Center represents 
more than 360 districts suing 
the state after $5.4 billion in 
funding is cut.

$5.4 billion cut
2011

More than 600 districts sue 
state over school finance 
system.

600+ districts sue
2011

39

District court 
Judge John Dietz rules 
school finance system 
unconstitutional.

Unconstitutional
2013

Law reducing school 
property taxes by one-third 
and limiting the amount 
districts can raise local tax 
rates passes.

    property taxes

Taxes                Funding
2006

Texas Supreme Court  
School finance system upheld.

Constitutional
2016

District court reaffirms 
unconstitutionality ruling.

Unconstitutional
2014

1980 1990 2000 2010

Source: Texas Education Association, Texas State Historical Association, Texas Teachers Association/Community Impact Newspaper

in spreadsheet documents, Smith said.
The school finance system includes 

problems with equity and adequacy, 
local officials said. However, they said 
difficulties stemming from state fund-
ing begin with the complexity of the 
formula as well as its relevance to each 
individual school district. 

Smith said KISD uses its own tem-
plate in an attempt to keep calculations 
pertinent to its own circumstances.

“We have our own template that 
we’ve developed,” he said. “It’s very sim-
plified, but it’s unique to Katy. It works 
for us because there’s so many different 
variables that could happen.”

According to data from the Region 
4 Education Service Center, KISD 
receives more funding than 77 percent 
of the school districts in the Greater 
Houston area, falling above the state 
average for revenue per pupil, which is 
based on weighted average daily atten-
dance.

WADA is a formula used to determine 

state funding and accounts for district 
enrollment as well as students who may 
require additional resources, such as 
special needs and English as a second 
language students.

Smith said demographics and WADA 
are essential in determining funding, 
but KISD’s revenue per pupil number 
has been inflated in recent years as the 
district has experienced unsustainable 
property value increases. 

Fast-growth districts, like KISD also 
face particular challenges, Smith said. 

KISD is growing by about 2,500 stu-
dents each year, which forces the dis-
trict to deal with a variety of issues, 
such as increasing staff and resources. 

The district expects to spend $18 mil-
lion in new positions for KISD’s three 
new schools that are set to open for the 
2016-17 school year, he said.

“The formulas do give us new money 
for those new students,” he said. “How-
ever, it is a challenge to keep up with 
those expenses, especially when we 

have the fixed cost when we open new 
schools.”

Looking ahead
Local school officials agreed the 

school funding formula as it stands con-
tinues to benefit the state as opposed to 
its school districts. Texas stands to gain 
more from increased home values, they 
said. 

Smith said KISD’s property tax value 
is expected to increase by around 8 
percent next year, which is still down 
nearly 10 percent from its decade-high 
of 18 percent in 2014.

“Property values have been increas-
ing statewide, and so the state’s budget 
ultimately is the one seeing the benefit 
of those increases in property values,” 
he said. “We only see them one year, 
and they’re gone. [The state sees] them 
continually.”

Zerwas said he recognizes the neces-
sity for change heading into the next 
legislative session.

“I look at us having a very deep and 
robust conversation about how we 
finance our schools to make it a fair and 
equitable distribution of the revenue so 
that—despite where you live—you can 
expect to get a good quality founda-
tional education,” he said. 

Smith said KISD is in a “healthy con-
dition,” but he could see how the dis-
trict and others in a similar position 
could experience difficult times in the 
future if changes to the school finance 
system do not occur. 

“Everybody I know in Katy ISD 
comes to work every day to give it their 
all for the children of this district,” he 
said. “And to hear that we’re satisfied 
with the minimum is very depressing 
when you dedicate your life’s work to 
educate the kids [and] you want to give 
them the best.”

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Top 10 franchises that received 
loans from SBA Houston in 2015

Source: U.S. Small Business Administration/Community Impact Newspaper

Small Business Administration loans are available to people 
looking to start their own small business.

Small business 
Continued from | 1

Small Business Development 
Center based in Katy, said lay-
offs of thousands of employees 
from oil and gas companies 
and firms that support the 
industry have led many energy 
workers to start their own 
businesses.  

“Many of those former 
employees have excellent 
[retirement plans] and other 
savings plans which they in 
turn utilize to begin a new 
business,” Decker said. “Most 
are educated and are highly 
specialized in areas requiring 
skills that can be redirected to 
starting and growing their own 
businesses.” 

Decker said in addition to 
their good incomes, former 
oil and gas workers often have 
good credit scores, which helps 

secure necessary additional 
capital they need to fund their 
startup. 

“Many are still in their 40s, 
50s, and 60s and have the 
need, the energy and perse-
verance to make it happen,” 
he said. “They’re professionals 
and committed to continue to 
provide for themselves, their 
families, and ultimately, the 
economy.”

Jeffcoat said population 
increases in the region have 
caused a demand for services. 
Combined with the pro-busi-
ness atmosphere in the Greater 
Houston area it is a good time 
to open a new small business, 
he said.

“If it is the right business 
that meets a market need, I 
don’t know if there is a bad 
time [to open a business]. The 
only exception is a full-scale 
recession like in 2007-08,” 
Jeffcoat said. 

“Houston is a vibrant market 
filled with consumers every-
where.”

Lance LaCour, CEO and 
president of the Katy Area Eco-
nomic Development Council,  
said the oil and gas downturn 
has led many former workers 
to start their own businesses.

“[This] happened back in the 
1980s,” LaCour said. “When 
you have a situation like this, a 
greater number of small busi-
nesses open.” 

Local resources
Decker said the Greater 

Houston area, including 
Katy, is a prime area for peo-
ple—U.S. citizens as well as 
immigrants—to start a new 

business.
“Waves of people are try-

ing to start small businesses. 
Houston is an international 
city and it is pro-business at 
all levels,” Decker said. “Aver-
age people are doing this. We 
have all ages, all races, all back-
grounds. There is no pattern. 
It’s the American public.”

A nonprofit organization 
funded by the federal govern-
ment and the state, the SBDC 
helps people start small busi-
nesses by providing informa-
tion, resources and connect-
ing them to other specialists, 
Decker said. 

He said the process for peo-
ple starting their own business 
begins with the initial decision 

to leave a job, and then opt-
ing to launch an independent 
business or a franchise. 

Since 2002, officials with 
the Fort Bend SBDC—which 
has 17 offices—have helped 
small-business owners acquire 
more than $163 million in 
loans, Decker said.

The types of businesses peo-
ple are starting range from 
office cleaning services to gun 
stores, Decker said.

“[Katy] is exploding toward 
the positive [for small-busi-
ness owners],” he said. “Katy 
is well-diversified, and the 
growing population is looking 
for services. There is a growing 
market population that needs 
services.”

OPEN  
THE BUSINESS4

SEEK FUNDING
• Business could be self-funded
• Seek funding assistance from the 

U.S. Small Business Administration
• If seeking an SBA loan, must pro-

vide three different credit reports 
(score of high 600 preferred)

• Complete a net-worth calculation
• Apply for the appropriate loans

Franchise 
brand

Franchised units 
in Houston MSA Parent company

Company  
revenues

Top 10 franchises in the Houston MSA

Source: International Franchise Association/Community Impact Newspaper

Subway 

McDonald’s 

Burger King 

Jack in the Box 

Church’s Chicken 

Pizza Hut 

Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen 

Liberty Tax Service 

Taco Bell 

Sonic Drive In

457 

266 

127 

118 

116 

116 

101 

92 

90 

88

Doctor’s Associates, Inc. 

McDonald’s USA, LLC 

Burger King Corp. 

Jack in the Box, Inc. 

Cajun Global, LLC 

Yum! Brands 

Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen, Inc. 

Liberty Tax, Inc. 

Yum! Brands 

Sonic Franchising, LLC

$1.6 billion 

$8.7 billion 

$1.1 billion 

$1.5 billion 

$259.5 million 

$13.3 billion 

$235.6 million 

$147.5 million 

$13.3 billion 

$6.7 million

New business owners often choose one of these franchisors in the Greater Houston area.

Whether a person wants to open an independent 
business or a franchise, thousands of options exist 
for potential business owners, said Elizabeth Taylor, 
vice president of federal government relations for 
the Washington, D.C.-based International Franchise 
Association.

Taylor said the IFA represents 1,400 franchisors, as 
well as 14,000 franchisees and 600 suppliers. Many 
franchises have less than 100 units, she said.

“A lot of franchises are small businesses, not large 
corporations. There are so many different franchise 
options,” she said. “We have seen growth over the 
last five years that has outpaced normal economic 
growth. It keeps going up every year.”

Stephen Maeker, a consultant with FranChoice, 
a national business focused on helping business 
owners find and start franchises, said the downturn 
in the oil and gas industry is creating more desire to 

open franchises.

“The number of downsized oil and gas professionals 
in the last six months who have reached out to me 
has significantly increased as a direct function of 
downsizing and layoffs,” Maeker said. “The Katy 
area and Cinco Ranch are seeing significant housing 
growth. That leads to immense opportunities with 
both the retail and service-based businesses.”

Franchise opportunities

Source: Small Business  
Development Center/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

business
TO STARTING YOUR OWN
STEPS

Scores of Katy-area residents  
are opting to leave the 
corporate world and start 
their own small businesses.

Make the decision to 
leave corporate world or 
your day job to open a 
business.

Enter into an agreement 
with a franchisor, or, 
if creating your own 
company, form a limited 
liability corporation or 
general partnership.

• Decide to open a franchise 
OR an independent business

• Develop a business plan

DECISION TO LEAVE FINALIZE DEAL

1  Amazing Lash Studio 

2  European Wax Center 

3  Jimmy John’s  

4  Massage Heights 

5  Ace Hardware 

6  Chevron (gas station) 

7  Kiddie Academy 

8  Kids ‘R’ Kids 

9  Menchie’s 

    Nestle Toll House Cafe10
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2 

3 
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6 
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8 

9 

10
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Leading categories of  
start-up businesses 

   Retail trade

   Professional, technical, scientific services

   Manufacturing

   Arts, recreation, entertainment

   Health care, social services

   Construction

   Accommodation, food service

   Educational services

   Wholesale trade

   Transportation, warehousing

   Information services

   Administrative, support services

Source: Fort Bend County SBDC/Community Impact Newspaper

Small-business developers in Fort Bend County most often chose 
these 12 areas of specialty when starting a new business. 

Investing in Katy
In addition to the Mayos, 

scores of other entrepreneurs 
in the Katy area have started 
their own businesses in recent 
years.

Steve Williams, a longtime 
executive with oil and gas giant 
BP, said he left the industry in 
2014 to start his own business 
in Katy. He now owns Chris-
tian Brothers Automotive on 
FM 1463. 

“I really wanted to shrink 
my world,” Williams said. “I 
was working for BP; I was an 

executive for 20 years. I wasn’t 
really ready to retire. I wanted 
to stay active.”

Williams said he investi-
gated other options before 
settling on Christian Brothers 
Automotive.

The process was a two-
way street, he said, noting he 
researched the franchise as 
much as the parent company 
vetted him. Being able to live 
in Katy and be a part of the 
community was an important 
factor in deciding to open his 
own business, Williams said.

“I smile every day. I don’t get 
on [I-10] unless I have to do 
something,” he said. “One of 
the biggest things for me was 
contributing to the local com-
munity and to local schools.”

Mayo said having a business 
close to home is beneficial, and 
his wife Jessica will continue 
to work her day job while he 
operates the restaurant.

The couple has invested 
about $650,000 in the busi-
ness, located on FM 1463. The 
couple paid about 45 percent 
of the cost themselves and 

obtained an SBA loan to fund 
the remainder of the cost of 
opening the eatery, Mayo said.

“We thought there was a 
need for craft beer in Katy,” he 
said. “We’re making a big gam-
ble. We’ll roll the ball and take 
a chance.”

Taha Mohamed, who owns 
Firehouse Subs in Katy, said 
he started his franchise in 2014 
after working for 30 years in 
both the restaurant and hotel 
industries. Wishing he had 
made the decision to open a 
franchise earlier, Mohamed 
said the business is a family 
affair, noting his three sons 
work at the business.

“I did this for my boys, to 
have a company for them,” he 
said. “I’m showing them how 
to be successful in business 
instead of just giving them the 
money.”

Edward and Carolyn Marti-
nez also opted to open a Katy 
franchise—a joint TCBY Fro-
zen Yogurt/Mrs. Fields Cook-
ies—after Edward was laid off 
from his job in the oil and gas 
industry this year for the third 
time, Carolyn Martinez said.

“[The layoff] was even more 
of a reason [to start a fran-
chise],” Martinez said. “We 
said, ‘Let’s get you out of this 
business.’”

The franchise opened in 
June, and Martinez said the 
business has become a fam-
ily affair. Both Carolyn and 
Edward work at the location in 
addition to their two teenage 
daughters.

“It’s a new beginning. It was 
scary at first, [we thought] 
‘How are we going to afford 
this?’” Martinez said. “We 
really want to make this work.”  

Would you consider leaving your 
corporate job to start a small 
business?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/kty-poll
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STARTUP RESOURCES
U.S. Small Business 
Administration - Houston 
www.sba.gov/offices/district/
tx/houston 
713-773-6500 

Fort Bend County Small 
Business Development Center 
www.sbdc.uh.edu 
281-717-1140

Since 1976



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com42

Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Average price of homes sold  June 2015 vs.  June 2016
Market Data
On the market  (July 2016)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under - 26/34 1/83 2/15 -

$150,000–$199,999 - 128/37 25/39 18/41 3/32

$200,000–$299,999 4/91 94/53 84/54 113/74 196/59

$300,000–$399,999 7/46 2/5 75/46 41/97 335/78

$400,000–$499,999 10/65 1/11 40/55 29/149 206/70

$500,000–$599,999 2/64 - 27/65 18/213 92/67

$600,000–$799,999 7/99 - 13/77 8/96 68/95

$800,000–$999,999 7/90 - 4/51 5/136 25/114

$1 million + 5/136 - 10/120 3/67 22/87

REAL ESTATE

Located in northwest Katy, the Stone Crest 
neighborhood is conveniently situated 
near both the Grand Parkway and I-10 as 
well as downtown Katy. Homes range from 
1,400-3,300 square feet, and children in 
the development attend Katy ISD schools, 
including King Elementary School, Katy 
Junior High School and Morton Ranch 
High School. Numerous amenities are 
close by, including Katy Mills, Rhodes 
Stadium and Typhoon Texas Water Park. 

Stone Crest, 77493

24802 Mason Trail Drive  $290,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  3,195 sq. ft.
Agent: Courtney McEachern   
Better Homes and Gardens  832-752-2670

24919 Mason Trail Drive  $199,999

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,219 sq. ft.
Agent: Stephen Arriola 
HH Premier Realty LLC  713-538-3507

24707 Mason Knights Court $214,900

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,098 sq. ft.
Agent: Aaron Layman 
Aaron Layman Properties  281-935-2889

24703 Mason Trail Drive  $310,000

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,097 sq. ft.
Agent: Deborah Sample  
Keller Williams Realty  903-539-0029

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 7/13/16

Build-out year: 2015

Builders include: Centex Homes, Gehan 
Homes, Kendall Homes, Legend Classic Homes 
and Wilshire Homes   

Square footage: 1,455-3,368

Home values: $163,500–$290,000

HOA dues (estimated): $400 annually 

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.51660 
Harris County  0.41923 
Harris County Flood Control District  0.02733 
Port of Houston Authority  0.01342 
Harris County Hospital District  0.17000 
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.00542

Total (per $100 value) 2.15200

8

Homes on 
the market*

$6,794

Median annual 
property taxes

$242,068

Median 
home value

86

Average days on 
the market*

4

Homes under 
contract*

$107

Median price 
per square foot

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

10

6

1093

529

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

-22%

+5%

-1%
+14%

-2%

Call us today
to find the perfect home this summer!3333 South Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450

 www.cbunited.com/katy

Residential or Commercial | Certi� ed Relocation Specialists | New Home Sales

UNITED,  REALTORS

Call us today to speak with an Agent!
281.579.2300
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Now Under New Ownership!

27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd.,
Suite 1300

Katy, TX 77494
281·394·9390

Like us on facebook at 
fb.com/froyomeetscookies

15% OFF
entire 

purchase
Cannot be combined with 

any other off er.
Expires 8/24/2016

Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494
(Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • chinainnkaty.com

 Open 7 Days a week | Mon-Thur. 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 
Fr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
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Free all day 
delivery

$12 minimum 
(restrictions apply)

Party trays 
and catering 

service 
available.

Lunch special 
7 days a week 

starting at 
$6.75.

10% off Senior 
Citizens 60 or older 

w/ ID.  Dine in only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.

Buy 1 entree & 
get 1 entree 1/2 off 

w/ 2 drinks.
Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine in only. 
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 8/24/16

               FREE!  
Good for dine in, take out & delivery. Of equal or 
lesser value. Must present coupon. One coupon 

per customer, cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Exp. 8/24/16

Buy 3 entrees 
and get the 4th
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1638 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.sushihanakaty.com

281-395-8899

Cannot combine with any other off ers. Does not cover alcoholic beverages. One coupon per table. Coupon must be present. 
Exp. 8/31/2016

$5 OFF ANY $25 PURCHASE

CUBICLES | CHAIRS | DESKS | FILES | STORAGE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
NOW 

AVAILABLE
HOME OFFICE 

FURNITURE

1005 Katyland Dr. 
Katy, TX

281-574-3800

1455 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N. 
Houston, TX

713-461-1277

10

90

Katyland Dr.

    Haddington 
Dr.

8

Hammerly Blvd.

Visit 

OUR NEW 

SHOWROOM 

in Katy

Authorized HON Dealer

Making Workplaces Better Since 1989

 (281) 579-2287

 info@yogawest.net

 yogawestkaty

 yogawestkaty

1627 S. Fry Rd., Katy TX • 25757 Westheimer Pkwy. #200, Katy, TX

Two weeks of Unlimited Yoga
$39 Visit our online store to purchase this o� er. 

New, local clients only. Expires 8/24/16.

TAKE ONE EVERYDAY AT YOGA WEST
    O� ering over 80 classes a week

         Flow, Gentle, Restorative
                Prenatal and Kid’s Yoga

Need a Vacation?

Yoga will help you move better, feel better and sleep better

24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • 281-347-0090
Everday Hours: 11AM–2AM

Happy Hours: 3PM-6PM and 9PM-11PM 
www.oldchicago.com

CRAVEABLE PIZZA & CRAFT BEER
$10 off
$30 PURCHASE

Limit one per table per visit. Not valid on gift cards or alcohol. 
Dine-in only. Excludes tax and gratuity.
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Come cheer on your favorite team 
and enjoy great football specials

all season long!
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Free Kids Meal
WITH PURCHASE OF 

ADULT PLATE & BEVERAGE
One per customer. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. 

Valid at Alicia’s Mexican Grille Only. 
Expires 8/24/16

Tex-Mex at its best!

www.marvinositaliankitchen.comwww.aliciasmexicangrille.com www.dariosamericancuisine.com

CYPRESS • HOUSTON • KATY• SPRING CYPRESS CYPRESS

FREE BASIC 
MANICURE 

with the purchase 
of a Deluxe Pedicure

Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/16.

 281-394-9667 • Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 6:30pm, Sun 11am - 5pm 
24515 Katy Fwy #700, Katy, TX 77494 • www.vknailsspa.com

VK Nails & Spa 
Nails - Waxing - Facial - Eyelash Extensions

Next to Old Chicago Pizza & Taproom

(832) 437-3124 • WWW.MAINSTREAMBOUTIQUE.COM

25757 WESTHEIMER PKWY #110 KATY, TX

$10 GIFT CARD
with a $50 Purchase

Must present coupon. Expires 8/24/16

You are beautiful!
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Mainstream Boutique of Katy
Follow us on Facebook at

HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and Installations
Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems

 Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backfl ow Preventers Installation
Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet High Pressure Services; • Sample Wells

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, The Woodlands Now Serving KATY

281-256-2239

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS 

OR WEEKENDS
WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY PLUMBING SERVICES

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

346-319-2029
CYPRESS HOUSTON
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406 West Grand Parkway S., Ste. 320  |  Katy
(281) 829-ARMS | www.3five7arms.com

MON.-FRI. 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM | SAT. 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

10% OFF
AMMUNITION, 
ACCESSORIES, 

& CLEANING SUPPLIES.
EXPIRES 8/24/16

GUNS  •  AMMUNITION  •  ACCESSORIES

Family owned and operated

FFL Transfers 
$20.00

3FIVE7 ARMS

 (2767)

Your Door Refi nishing Experts

$30 OFF

Your Door Refi nishing ExpertsYour Door Refi nishing ExpertsYour Door Refi nishing Experts

MIRACLEMIRACLE
D O O R S

Like New Again.

Call for FREE Estimate
281-750-5510  |  www.miracledoors.com

your door refi nishing 
Call for details. On-Site, Same Day Service. 
Bonded & Insured.

Door Refinishing & Repair  •  Garage Door Refinishing  •  Door & Hardware Installation  •  Weatherstripping  •  Superior Quality Sealant

Before After

(713) 550-0935
www.CresLake.com
info@creslake.com

Cres Lake
Life Coach

Be the best YOU that you can be!

Learning Skills
Memory / Recall
Goals / Producti vity
Career / Job Search
Stress / Anxiety
plus so much more!

COACHING SERVICES:

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION! No obligati on.
Meet your LOCAL COACH and discuss strategies, goals and needs.
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281-769-9998 • www.fajitadepot.com

23255 Kingsland, Ste. A • Katy, TX 77494

D E L I V E RY • D R I V E  T H R U B E V E R A G E S • C AT E R I N G AVA I L A B L E

$4 off
or 4 FREE Flautas

with a Fajita Family Pack order
Not valid with any other offers. One 

coupon per visit / per customer. Must 
mention coupon when ordering.

Expires 8/24/2016

$10 off
Tailgate Pack

Not valid with any other offers. One 
coupon per visit / per customer. Must 

mention coupon when ordering.
Expires 8/24/2016

Buy one 
Margarita

get 2nd 1/2 price
Not valid with any other offers. One 

coupon per visit / per customer. Must 
mention coupon when ordering.

Expires 8/24/2016

ADULT BEVERAGE TO GO 

The Elite Indoor Auto Detailing Service
EXPERIENCE PERFECTION

• Free shuttle to and from SDS
• All vehicles are Hand Washed 

and Hand Polished
• Premium and Elite off ers a 3 

month refresh service
• Amazing lounge: WIFI, TV, 

Complimentary beverages 
and snacks

21815 Katy Frwy., Suite C-114 • Katy, TX
www.sdsdetail.com • facebook.com/Select Detail Services, LLC
info@sdsdetail.com • appointment@sdsdetail.com

281-206-7907
Call for appointment!Call for appointment!Call for appointment!
ALL SDS PACKAGES

Three tiers of Show Car Details:
SDS Special • Premium • Elite

Select Detail Services, LLC

$50 OFF
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6734 Westheimer Lakes North 
Katy, TX 77494 • 281-394-5999

Sapore Ristorante Italiano
Mon-Wed. Dinner only Must present coupon. 

Expires 08/26/16.

can eat for2
Includes 1 appetizer, 2 entrees 

& 1 dessert

$35
saporestaurant.com

Under New ownership 
since Nov’ 2015.
Come and experience memorable 
classic Italian dinning with your 
hosts, Giorgio and Chef Christo.

Hours: 
Mon–Fri Lunch 11–2:30pm
Mon–Sat Dinner 5–10pm
Closed Sundays

catering menu available

Special Menu

I T A L I A N O

I T A L I A N  C U I S I N E

8/24/16

(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm 

Sat-7:00am-5:00pmS.
 F

ry
 R

d
.

 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr. 

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

$2 off a Sandwich 
not valid on any sandwich under $5. Limit 4. 

expires 8/24/2016

Great Harvest

Eating well tastes amazing!

Sandwiches

Highland Knolls Rd

BEGIN YOUR JOURNEY TO 
BETTER HEALTH WITH US

1-1 GYROTONIC 
‘SPINAL GYMNASTIC’ LESSON
 Must present coupon. Expires 8/24/16.

$50

21322 Provincial Blvd, Katy, TX 77450 • 713-471-0683

www.pilatesandmotion.com

Pilates and Motion is a personalized, 
energetic Pilates studio that offers 
something for everyone. Classes 
range from Classical Pilates to 

high intensity Cardio classes and 
everything in between!

NOW OFFERINGACUPUNCTURE!
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Shop LOCAL.Shop LOCAL.Save LOCAL.Save LOCAL.

FIND COUPONS & 
SPECIAL OFFERS AT

10% OFF Your Next Party One coupon per party. Not valid with any 
other coupons. Restrictions may apply.

832.437.7039 | 346.307.7972 | www.kingdomandwheels.com
25757 Westheimer Parkway, | Suite 190 | Katy, TX 77494

Summer Camps!! Summer Camps!! Summer Camps!! Summer Camps!! Summer Camps!! 
August 1st - 5th | August 8th - 12thAugust 1st - 5th | August 8th - 12thAugust 1st - 5th | August 8th - 12thAugust 1st - 5th | August 8th - 12thAugust 1st - 5th | August 8th - 12th
Includes lunch, T-shirt, and more!

Skating Rink. Birthday Parties. Indoor Playground. Arcades.
Open Play. Zumba Class. Skating Class. And More!

Free Written Estimates

Free Loaner Cars

Factory Maintenance Headquarters 

Authorized State Inspection Facility

0% Financing Available

Courtesy 21-Point Inspection

.

.

.

.

.

.

most 

cases

major

repairs

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

LouettaLouetta

OPEN SATURDAYS

3/36 Repair Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Same Day Service

Free Customer Shuttle

.

.

.

.

.

.

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

INCLUDES 

21 PT 

INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil  New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids  Set Tire Pressure

*XCIKS11505*
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$

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

INCLUDES 

21 PT 

INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil  New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids  Set Tire Pressure
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$

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

AUTHORIZED

STATE INSPECTION

FACILITY

4019 FM 1463   832.437.5722

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

A

Approved

Auto Repair

A+

RATED

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm    Saturday 7am-6pm

Located on FM 1463 @ Corbitt Road

XCIKS11607

*XCIKS11607*

I really like the courtesy of the employees,

the quick service, and overall experience I

get every time I take my car to Louetta. 

“  

K.H.- Fulshear, TX

“

www.LouettaAuto.com

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT ONLINE TODAY

INSPECTOR

ALWAYS

ON DUTY!
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hot toasted sandwiches • paninis • ice cream 
smoothies • salads • soups • coff ee • tea

NEW LOCATION! 25707 Westheimer Pkwy | Katy, TX 77494 | 281-769-2066 | www.sertinoskaty.com
Hours: Sunday - Thursday 6 am-9pm and Friday & Saturday 6 am - 10 pm 

YOUR NEW 
CASUAL GATHERING PLACE

DRIVE THRU OPENS @ 6AM

Buy 1 Sandwich 
get a 2nd FREE!

Of equal or lesser value. Must present coupon. 
One coupon per customer. Expires 8/24/2016.

WESTHEIMER PKWY.

GR
EE

NB
US
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Our expert staff of Enrolled Agents (EA), CPA and 
Tax Attorney are ready to help you: 
Barry G. Fowler EA • Peggy Price, EA • Charles Zagara, JD (OH),CTC 
Rhymus Lizo, EA • Steve Fuqua, EA • Albert Claus (Quickbooks Expert)

MISSED THE DEADLINE? 

For Quality Personal Service call: 
281-463-3430 
www.fowlertax.com 
17440 FM 529 STE 115, 
Houston, TX  77095

Fowler Tax provides the highest quality:
• Individual / Business Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Certifi ed Quickbooks Pro Advisor
• IRS Representation 

(We will solve your IRS problem, lien, levy or Audit)

Mention this ad for a $39 Discount. New clients only. Peggy Price, EA

WE ARE AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND TO HELP YOU!

Proud members of: 

For Quality Personal Service call: 

® SPRING
19370 I-45

281.907.6553

Highway 6 & FM 529
281.550.7070

FM 1960 & Eldridge
281.955.5595

HOUSTON LOCATIONS

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
832.934.2595

NORTHWESTBrownie
Delight!

SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

281.239.6900

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

281.920.9040

THE TASTE THAT brings you back®

MINI CUSTARD SUNDAE

®

Coming to Baytown in 2016!

Good for one mini sundae, up to three toppings. Present this offer card when ordering at one of these Freddy’s locations. Some restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy.

281.394.2002

®

GO TO YOUR

Happy
Place!

281-829-0444
TexasMesquitegrill.com 

20095 KATY Fwy.

Chefs Summer Creations

max value $10 with purchase of 2 beverages. not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 8/24/16

Buy one entree get one free With purchase of
2 beverages

Chef Specialties

Ahi Tuna Salad FRESH CEVICHE

Serving Katy for 
over 30 Years

Call Our Showroom 
for Appointment
22145 Katy Freeway

Katy, Tx 77450

281-550-8900
TILEWORKSREMODELING.COM

Complete Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

We specialize in Tub to Shower Conversion
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CANE ISLAND
PARKWAY
NOW OPEN!

KATY

n

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this 
advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal 
Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Coventry Homes • David Weekley Homes • Perry Homes • Ryland Homes • Shea Homes • Toll Brothers • Trendmaker Homes 
Katy ISD • CaneIsland.com • A Rise Community

Expect  the unexpected .

Yoga studio/lap pool Entrance experience Conservatory

Seconds F R O M  1 - 1 0 . 
M I L E S  F R O M  Ordinary.

With renowned builders, incredible amenities  
and the New Cane Island Parkway exit, Cane Island  

is luxury living like nowhere else in Katy.
From the high $200s to over $1 million

Cane Island
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