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Retail follows population 
trends in Humble, Kingwood 

4,000-acre development features office space, hotels, retail and higher education

Growth spurs 
shopping 
options in local 
communities

By Chris Shelton
Several new shopping and grocery 

options are coming to the Lake Houston 
area as commercial developers venture 
farther north and south of Deerbrook 
Mall on FM 1960. 

Four large-scale retail-anchored 
developments are under construction 
as developers target the area’s rapid 
population growth, relatively uncon-
gested traffic arteries and a high avail-
ability of undeveloped land, said Char-
lie Dromgoole, senior vice president 

See Lake Houston | 17Generation Park brings employment center to area
Master-planned commercial development Generation Park could house about 150,000 employees at build-out.

By Chris Shelton
Generation Park—a 4,000-acre project 

by McCord Development that could host 
more than 150,000 employees at build-
out—brings an employment center to the 
Lake Houston area. 

Phase 1 of development, which 
includes McCord’s land west of Beltway 
8, will include a corporate anchor, retail 

town center and two community col-
leges. Phase 1’s retail and office elements 
will be complete by mid-2017, while a 
build-out date will be determined by 
market demand, said Ian Adler, McCord 
Development’s director of marketing.  

The commercial development is 
slated to include a variety of uses, such 
as Class A office space, retail, industrial, 

hospitality, higher education and health 
science. 

Introducing Generation Park into an 
area often considered as a bedroom com-
munity could attract more development, 
said Bill Gilmer, director of the Institute 
for Regional Forecasting at the Univer-
sity of Houston.  

See Generation Park | 14
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At the new Houston Methodist Lung Center, we’re developing more 
effective lung-care solutions to offer every patient a better quality of 
life. Our multidisciplinary team of specialists combines their expertise 
with the newest technologies to create comprehensive, personalized 
treatment plans for those with complex breathing and respiratory disorders. 
Bringing advanced solutions in lung care to those who need it most.

To learn more about our new lung center or to make an appointment, 
visit houstonmethodist.org/lung-center or call 713.441.7779.

OFFERING NEW OPTIONS 
WHEN COMPLEX LUNG 
CONDITIONS LEAVE FEW.
THAT’S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN PRACTICING 
MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Among many of the 

conversations that are 
ongoing in our com-
munity, one of the most 
exciting is the retail 
growth and development 
happening in many  
pockets of the Lake 
Houston, Humble and 
Kingwood areas. Every-
one wants to know what 
is popping up in their 

neighborhoods and how the developments will boost 
their shopping and dining options. 

In this month’s edition of Community Impact 
Newspaper, we break down in our cover stories what 
is in store for our readers and local businesses with 
the development of Generation Park, Main Street 

Kingwood and other ongoing projects, but most 
importantly, our stories cover how these projects will 
impact each of you.

Coming off of our inaugural issue, which hit mail-
boxes May 5, I want to thank our residents and local 
business owners for welcoming Community Impact 
Newspaper into your homes and businesses. I have 
received fantastic feedback from the community, and 
I look forward to hearing even more from you. 

My email address is below should you wish to 
reach out regarding stories you would like to read 
about, including newsworthy items, feature ideas, or 
business and dining profiles.

Hayley Merrill
GENERAL MANAGER

hmerrill@communityimpact.com
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TAKE THE POLL

Which type of retail stores are most 
needed in the Lake Houston area?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/lhk-poll

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston /fox26houston

WHO WE ARE

WHY IS IT FREE?

WHO GETS IT?

Founders John and Jennifer 

Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper after  

realizing the need for news 

with a hyperlocal focus in 

north Austin. It has grown 

to include eight editions in 

Central Texas and four in the 

Dallas/Fort Worth area. The 

Greater Houston area has  

editions in Cy-Fair, Tomball/

Magnolia, The Woodlands, 

Katy, Pearland/Friendswood, 

Sugar Land/Missouri City, 

Spring/Klein and Conroe/

Montgomery. Now this same 

unbiased coverage is being 

distributed to residents in Lake 

Houston/Humble/Kingwood. 

The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in the coverage 

area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but copies are available at the Lake 

Houston Area Chamber of Commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper 

office in Houston and online at communityimpact.com. 

Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. Editorial 

content is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity uncommon for a free 

publication.
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Greater Houston area location at 
4554 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, 
in February. The store offers a drink 
menu that includes tapioca cream 
tea from a traditional Taiwanese 
perspective. The Teahouse has 13 
types of tea as well as coffee. 
832-644-9824. 
www.teahousebeverage.com

5  CrossFit MaxZero opened  
a workout facility at 11503 Beltway 8, 
Humble, in April. It offers functional 
training exercises as well as group 
and personal training. The exercises 
are based on combat, survival and 
sports training. 832-374-4938. 
www.crossfitmaxzero.com

6  McAlister’s Deli opened a 
new location in late May at 9477 
FM 1960, Ste. 100, Humble. The 
fast-casual restaurant chain serves 
sandwiches, soups, salads, potatoes, 
pastas and sweet tea. 281-570-2932. 
www.mcalistersdeli.com

Coming Soon

7  Hope Christian Counseling 
Center opens in mid-June at 6650 
Rankin Road, Humble. The center’s 
seven counselors seek to help people 
through everyday challenges by 
applying biblical principles. Hope 
Christian Counseling Center is 
a new venture by The Lighthouse 
Church in Humble. 713-741-3693. 
www.the-lighthouse-church.org

8  Hobby Lobby will open a new 
55,000-square-foot location in retail 
development Valley Ranch Town 
Center in early 2017. The national 
retailer has 700 stores in the U.S. 
and offers more than 75,000 crafting 
and home decor products. Academy 
Sports+Outdoors, Sam’s Club and 
Kroger have also been announced as 
retail anchors for Valley Ranch Town 

Now Open

1  CryoU opened an Atascocita-
area location at 18321 W. Lake 
Houston Parkway, Ste. 330, Humble, 
in early May. The owners use liquid 
nitrogen to treat weight loss and offer 
pain management as well as rehab 
from sports injuries. Patrons can 
burn about 500 calories in less than 
three minutes. 281-978-4500. 
www.cryouhouston.com

2  The Atascocita Volunteer 
Fire Department held a grand 
opening for the new Fire Station No. 
1, located at 7642 Farmingham Road, 
in April. Station No. 1 houses the 
department’s emergency operations 
center and includes an online and 
mobile alert system called Purvis 
Fire Station Alerting System.  
281-852-2181. www.avfd.com

3  The first homes in Royal Brook, 
which comprises the final acres 

available for home development 
in master-planned community 
Kingwood, became available in 
April. The subdivision is located 
near the intersection of Mills 
Branch Drive and West Lake 
Houston Parkway in Kingwood. 
The development will feature more 
than 1,000 homes on its 500 acres at 
build-out. 
www.friendswooddevelopment.com 

4  The Teahouse opened its ninth 

IMPACTS
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A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at
communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community 
what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” 
words that describe you?

We’re looking to  
speak with you.We’re

GROWING

Apply now for 
credit classes!  

 

Visit us at Deerbrook Mall near 
Sears and Barnes & Noble 

Now–July 30  
Tue/Thur 10 am–8 pm 

Saturdays 12–4pm 
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Compiled by Tracy Maness and Chris Shelton

News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 
Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com

Center. www.hobbylobby.com

9  A franchise of weight-loss retailer 
Nutrisystem will open at 22659  
Hwy. 59, Ste. 120, Kingwood, in 
early July. The weight-loss center 
will offer shakes, such as the popular 
drink Turbo 10, frozen dinners and 
free delivery. Nutrisystem helps 
customers lose weight with the 
help of portion control, balanced 
nutrition and frequent meals. 
281-259-9500.  
www.nutrisystem.com 

10  A new Rosewood Funeral Home 
is under construction at 17404 W. 
Lake Houston Parkway, Houston 
in Atascocita. The funeral home is 
projected to open late in September. 
The Atascocita-area Rosewood 
Funeral Home will be the company’s 
fourth since it first opened in 1927. 
281-441-2171. www.rosewood.cc

11  A new location of Advance Auto 
Parts opens in late June at 6935 
Atascocita Road, Humble. The new 
store will offer a wide variety of auto 
parts, which can also be ordered 
online and picked up in the store 
within 30 minutes. 
www.advanceautoparts.com

12  Chicks with Class founder 
Margo Jordan Baines opens her 
storefront in fall 2016 at 16430 W. 
Lake Houston Parkway, Houston. 
The shop will host birthday parties, 
etiquette classes and empowerment 
workshops for girls. Baines plans to 
partner with nonprofits that benefit 
girls, giving back a portion of sales. 
281-915-9430. 
www.chickswithclass.com

13  The Rhodes School is opening 
a new campus at 600 Charles St., 
Humble in August. The charter 
school will serve children from 

4-years-old through eighth grade 
and works to provide increased 
opportunities for students from 
different ethnic and socioeconomic 
backgrounds to interact with each 
other. The Rhodes School offers art, 
dance, drama and classical music as 
part of its core curriculum. 
281-459-9797. 
www.rhodesschool.org

14  Orangetheory Fitness is opening 
a Lake Houston-area location 
within Main Street Kingwood, a 
retail anchored development at the 
intersection of West Lake Houston 
Parkway and Kingwood Drive by the 
end of 2016. Orangetheory Fitness 
offers 60-minute workouts that are 
designed to continue to burn calories 
post-workout. 281-656-6645. 
startburning.orangetheoryfitness.com

15  A new apartment complex, 
Trails at Lake Houston, is planning 
to open in spring 2016 near the 
intersection of Beltway 8 and West 
Lake Houston Parkway. The Class 
A apartment complex features 304 
multifamily units. 281-458-4300.

Relocations

16  On July 5, Commercial State 
Bank will begin operating at its new 
address in Kingwood, at 24080  
Hwy. 59 N., Ste. 100, which is 5 
miles north of its location at 10203 
Birchridge Drive, Humble. The new 
location will provide customers with 
a night drop, ATM and three drive-
thru lanes. 281-318-4600.  
www.csbec.com 

17  Real estate firm Texcom Realty, 
moved from 5311 FM 1960, Ste 
H, Humble, to a new stand-alone 
location at 3460 FM 1960, Humble. 
Texcom offers commercial and 
residential real estate listings and 

this office serves the Humble, 
Kingwood, Atascocita and Huffman 
areas. 281-318-1113. 
www.texcomrealty.com 

18  In mid-May, Los Vega moved 
from 6840 FM 1960, Humble, to 
its new location at 4800 FM 1960, 
Humble. The Mexican restaurant 
serves lunch and dinner options, 
including enchiladas, tacos and 
fajitas. 281-852-2046. 
www.losvegacuisine.com

Expansions

19  Owner Mike Maharaj expanded 
Atascocita Car Care & Collision 
at 5725 FM 1960, Humble, in April. 
The full-service mechanical and 
body shop nearly doubled its size. 
It offers car repair services, such as 
brakes, air conditioning system and 
fuel injection, as well as body work. 
281-852-5701. 
www.atascocitacarcollision.com

20  Children’s Paradise Zone is 
opening a new before and after-
school center in early June at 11503 
Beltway 8, Ste. F, Humble. The 
company will offer summer camps 
in addition to its after hours services. 
The program accepts newborns to 
children age 12. 832-282-5115. 

21  Kingwood Pines Hospital has 
installed a new play system and 
revamped its outside play area. The 
new system at 2001 Ladbrook Drive, 
Kingwood, sits on a colored rubber 
mulch zone, includes a three-person 
Alpine Thunder slide and a bubble 
rock wall. The hospital has also added 
two new basketball goals, picnic tables, 
and rubber mulch to the landing pads. 
Kingwood Pines provides psychiatric 
care for adults and children ages 5 and 
up. 281-404-1001. 
www.kingwoodpines.com  

The Teahouse opened a location at 4554 
Kingwood Drive in February.  

4
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A McAlister’s Deli location opened at 9477 
FM 1960, Ste. 100, Humble, on May 23. 
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Hobby Lobby will serve as an anchor store for  
Valley Ranch Town Center in 2017.
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Kingwood Pines Hospital expanded its play-
ground area in May. 
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SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 22770 HWY 59 N AT KINGWOOD DR. • SECOND.ORG

FREE
NORTH CAMPUS
JULY 18-21 6

Register 

online now.

MON-THU • 9AM-NOON
FOR KIDS AGE 5 (AS OF 9.1.16) - GRADE 3 (VBS)

ENTERING GRADES 4 & 5 (VBX)

Family Night on

Thursday
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Humble Music Center
Shop trains Lake Houston-area  
musicians for more than 30 years

Elaine Garland Mitchell and her 
brother, Gene Garland, learned 
to appreciate music from their 

father—a longtime musician—when the 
family lived in New Orleans, she said.

Mitchell and Garland lived on the 
eighth block of Canal Street during 
the 1940s and 1950s, when Frank 
Sinatra, Bing Crosby and Ella Fitz-
gerald were big names in the indus-
try. Their father served as namesake 
for the band Johnny Garland and the 
Louisiana Playboys. 

“Music became a great part of our 
life,” Mitchell said. “We started sing-
ing and playing as little kids, not only 
in church.”

Mitchell and Garland now help 
others discover their passion for music 

in their Lake Houston-area store, 
Humble Music Center. The siblings 
own Humble Music Center along with 
Chet Garland and Rodney Robert.

Humble Music Center features 
new and used instruments, training 
manuals, instrument accessories and 
offers music lessons. The music store 
also has 11 instructors who teach an 
instrument at least once per week. 
Customers receive one free lesson 
at Humble Music Center when an 
instrument is purchased.  

“We teach all year long with 30-min-
ute private lessons once a week,” Mitch-
ell said. “We also do the buddy system 
with two in a class—two friends, 
mother and father, brother and sister, 
cousins, two enemies, whatever. You 

make friends with music.” 
The business also features the Gene 

Garland repair shop. Garland repairs a 
variety of instruments, such as horns, 
violins, cellos and guitars. He offers 
antique and vintage repair as well as 
restoration services for sentimental 
customers who want to hang instru-
ments on the wall. 

“Performing musicians bring their 
instruments to him from all over,” 
Mitchell said. “He can always find  
a way to fix it up.” 

Mitchell and Garland moved the 
music shop to Humble in the mid-
1980s after more than a decade inside 
Loop 610. They opened their first music 
shop in Houston at the intersection of 
West 43rd Street and Ella Boulevard 

BUSINESS FEATURE

By Chris Shelton

Humble Music Center

                                                               1st St.59

1960

138 1st St., W., Humble
281-540-7444
www.facebook.com/humblemusiccenter
Hours: Mon.-Thu 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Closed Sundays.

Gene Garland and Elaine Garland Mitchell brought their music shop to Humble in 1984. 
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Humble Music Center has 11 instructors who 
can train students to play an instrument.  

Humble Music Center offers both new and 
used instruments. 

in 1973. Four years later, the store was 
damaged by a fire, and they moved to a 
shop at the intersection of Tidwell and 
Parker roads. Mitchell and Garland 
moved to their current location near 
Hwy. 59 and FM 1960 Business in 1984.   

Learning an instrument
Elaine Garland Mitchell offers tips for learning to play an instrument. 

Start early: Children as young as 4 years old can bang on drums 
or play the keyboard or ukulele.

Do an evaluation of skills: A child can learn to play an 
instrument as soon as he or she knows the ABCs.

Hone in on their interest: Children are more likely to stick with 
an instrument they enjoy playing.  

Practice makes perfect: A person must be dedicated to a 
regular practice schedule to learn a new instrument.

WOMENS CLOTHING
HOME DECOR
ACCESSORIES

WOMENS CLOTHING
HOME DECOR
ACCESSORIES

A BAZAAR PLACEA BAZAAR PLACE
$5 OFF 

purchase of $25 or more 
Expires 7/9/16.
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Javaman Coffee offers New Orleans-style beignets, which have become a customer favorite, 
according to owner Mark Norelli ($3.15 for 3). 
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Javaman Coffee
Local shop roasts, grinds its own blends

J avaman Coffee owner Mark 
Norelli swapped one passion for 
another when he moved from 

sports to the coffee industry.   
Norelli spent more than two 

decades as a sports executive before 
opening Javaman Coffee in 2009. He 
served as vice president of sales for 
the Houston Rockets for five years 
until 2006 after a stint with the San 
Francisco Giants. 

He traded suits for an apron at his 
independent shop that offers home-
roasted coffee and New Orleans-style 
beignets and crepes. He got the idea 
to open a shop while standing in a 
long line at a corporate coffee shop 
and recognizing the demand for a 
local option.

“I saw how busy they were, and I did 
my research and found out that inde-
pendents could do OK if you sell a lot 
of coffee,” Norelli said. “We decided to 
give it a shot.”

The Atascocita-area coffee shop, 
which is located on FM 1960 near 
Pinehurst Trail Drive, roasts and 
grinds all of its own coffee, uses a 
French press and offers blends from 
around the world. 

The shop has traditional coffee 

options, such as lattes, cappuccinos 
and espressos, as well as menu favor-
ites, such as cinnamon dolce, turtle 
latte and hazelnut mocha.

“You can’t get what we offer in a 
grocery store,” Norelli said. “Plus, the 
fact that we roast it fresh, we serve it 
fresh, we sell it fresh. As a result, we 
have a real good product that—around 
here—we don’t think anyone can 
compete with us as far as taste and 
flavor of our coffee.”

The crepe menu includes break-
fast options, such as the Ortaggio, 
which includes scallions, mushrooms, 
tomatoes, eggs and cheese; the Alba, 
a three-meat crepe, and the Nutella, 
which features bananas, powdered 
sugar and chocolate sauce.   

The beignets have become a popular 
item for Louisiana transplants, he said. 

“We have a lot of people from 
Louisiana come in every weekend just 
to have our beignets,” he said. “I’ve 
had a guy who said his mother used 
to take him to [popular New Orleans 
beignet seller] Cafe Du Monde and 
he was from Metairie, [La]. He says, ‘I 
remember when [beignets were] three 
for a nickel, and I wouldn’t change the 
recipe that you guys have now.’”

DINING FEATURE

Javaman Coffee roasts its own blends of 
coffee each day at the shop. 

Mark Norelli (center) opened Javaman Cof-
fee in 2009 after a 20-year career in sports.

The coffee shop has seven different crepe 
options on its menu. 

By Chris Shelton

8071 FM 1960, Humble
832-644-5180
www.javamancoffee.net
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Sat.-Sun. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Javaman Coffee

  Atascocita Rd.
1960

  W. Lake Houston P
kw

y.

Pinehurst 
Trail Dr.

www.experimac.com/humble-tx • 832-995-5434 • Mon-Sat: 10am-7pm

Apple® iMacs®, iPads® & iphones®

Experimac uses the highest quality parts for all of our repairs 
so you can rest assured, your device will functi on just as good 

if not bett er than before your accident. 

You Local Apple® experts
B U Y  •  S E L L  •  T R A D E  •  R E PA I R

Bring in this ad to receive

$15 OFF screen repair
*May not be combined with any other off er.Expires 7/6/2016

• Shatt ered front glass
• Damage to home butt on
• LCD damage
• Camera damage
• Diagnosti cs 

9473 FM 1960 BYPASS #100
(Next to Fire House Subs)

• Shatt ered front glass
• Damage to home butt on
• LCD damage
• Camera damage
• Diagnosti cs 

59

Townsen
Blvd.
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3, 6, 12 Months 
Same as cash fi nancing on 

Certi fi ed Preowned Apple® Products
Warranty Included

http://youtu.be/hW-RAYyeuso
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper deliver to

754,889
homes and businesses.

With over 1.6 million in distribution 
Community Impact Newspaper is in more homes than any other publication in Texas.

To advertise or to submit story ideas: (281) 469-6181  |  communityimpact.com
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FINANCING AVAILABLE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 33 YEARS

281.358.0955 | WWW.KINGWOODAC.COM

22424 Loop 494
Kingwood, TX 77339 
Mon - Fri: 8AM - 5PM

 Sorters McC lellan Rd.

                                   Kingwood Dr.
59

Loop 494

License # TACLB009596C

$25 off
$250 or more

*not combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/6/16.

www.facebook.com/kingwoodac

Lan Nguyen, MD

OUR SERVICES:

Minimally Invasive Laminectomy 

     (Spinal Decompression)

Minimally Invasive Lumbar Fusion

Minimally Invasive Cervical Fusion

Kyphoplasty

Minimally Invasive Sacroiliac (SI) Fusion

Artificial Disc Replacement

Minimally Invasive Scoliosis Correction

What’s Causing My Back Pain?
Many sudden attacks of acute back pain are the result of 

overstretched muscles (strains) or ligaments (sprains). The pain may be 
most severe immediately after injury, or it may worsen gradually over 
a few hours. In most instances, back pain as a result of strain or sprain 
can be resolved following a conservative course of treatment – usually 
within two to six weeks – provided there are no serious underlying 
medical conditions. Common causes of strains and sprains that can 
trigger acute back pain include:

• Improper lifting
• Sudden, strenuous physical effort
• Accident, sports injury or fall
• Sleeping position and/or pillow positioning
• Poor sitting or standing posture
• Bending forward too long
• Using your shoulder to hold the phone receiver to your ear
• Carrying a heavy purse, briefcase or backpack
• Stress and muscle tension
• Lack of muscle tone
• Excess weight
• Pregnancy

9816 Memorial Blvd., Suite 107
Humble, TX 77338

    (713) 973-7246 • uspshealthcare.com

Humble Office

Our mission is to  
accurately diagnose 
and treat chronic pain 
to provide patients  
with effective,  
long-term relief.

is NOW

NEW  
HUMBLE 

LOCATION!
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Parkway and Eagle Ridge Elementary 
School where the road ends. At Eagle 
Ridge a new four-lane boulevard will be 
constructed to Rankin Road. 

Timeline: April 2015-fourth quarter 
2017
Cost: $22.8 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
precincts 1, 2 and 4 and McCord 
Development 

4   Atasca Oaks Drive widening 
Harris County precincts 2 and 4 are 
designing the Atasca Oaks Drive 
widening from a two-lane boulevard 
to a four-lane concrete boulevard 
from Atascocita Road to south of FM 
1960. The project also includes traffic 
signal modifications at the intersection 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Chris Shelton

Project description Estimated timeline

The Lake Houston Redevelopment Authority will reimburse Friendswood 
Development for the construction of a pedestrian tunnel on the northbound 
lanes of West Lake Houston Parkway between Appalachian Trail and Sycamore 
Springs Drive in Kingwood.

April-August

Harris County Precinct 4 is widening Treaschwig Road from a two-lane asphalt 
pavement to a four-lane concrete boulevard section between Aldine Westfield 
Road and Cypresswood Drive. The $15.6 million project is in the design phase. 

TBD

Harris County Precinct 2 will spend $3.8 million to install fiber optic cables 
along Will Clayton Parkway between Atascocita Road and West Lake Houston 
Parkway, add an additional left-turn lane onto FM 1960 from West Lake 
Houston Parkway and a new traffic signal at the intersection of June Forest 
Drive at Will Clayton Parkway. 

Construction begins 
fourth quarter 2016

Other transportation projects

of Atasca Oaks Drive and Atascocita 
Road.  

Timeline: Bid process begins first 
quarter 2018

Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
precincts 2 and 4
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1  Northpark Drive expansion
The Lake Houston Redevelopment 
Authority is designing the expansion 
of Northpark Drive in Kingwood. 
The project adds a lane on each 
side of the road from Loop 494 to 
Woodland Hills with an overpass 
at the railroad tracks. The LHRA is 
seeking federal funds to help pay for 
the project. 

Timeline: TBA 
Cost: $55 million
Funding sources: Lake Houston 
Redevelopment Authority, 
Montgomery County, Texas 
Department of Transportation, private 
developers

2   Business FM 1960
TxDOT will resurface FM 1960 Business, 
construct medians and install sidewalks 
between west of Lee Road to east of Old 
Humble Road in Humble. The 8.2-mile 
stretch of improvements will also include 
drainage and intersection upgrades 
throughout the project. 

Timeline: November 2014-first quarter 
2017 
Cost: $13.2 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT

3   Lockwood Drive/Woodland 
Hills Drive expansion, extension 
Construction is ongoing on the expansion 
and extension of Lockwood and 
Woodland Hills drives in Atascocita. 
The road will be expanded from two to 
four lanes between North Lake Houston 
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Project update
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Corporate events, Social events,  Weddings
Built on a very secluded 22 acres with American Craftsman 

architectural elements, (and a large dose of southern charm!) 
our main building overlooks 6 acres of ponds in the woods 
near the Lake Houston area. The Overlook is locally owned 

and operated by the Kilgore family and we welcome and 
entertain over 30,000 guests a year, while keeping your event 

private and personal with no intrusions.

WWW.THEOVERLOOKEVENTS.COM
20114 PINEHURST DR.
ATASCOCITA, TX 77346

 (281) 812-0193
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EDUCATION NOTES
News from Humble ISD Compiled by Tracy Maness and Chris Shelton

Elizabeth Celania-Fagen was announced as the lone finalist for Humble ISD’s superintendent 
position at a May board of trustees meeting. 

The Humble ISD board of trustees 
named Elizabeth Celania-Fagen the 
lone finalist for superintendent at its 
May 24 meeting.

Fagen’s appointment as superinten-
dent will be voted on at a June 14 board 
meeting after a 21-day period for public 
input. If approved, she will replace 
Superintendent Guy Sconzo, who will 
serve as a consultant until December.

“When [district officials] went to 
Colorado [to meet with Fagen and her 
references], we met with a lot of different 
people,” board of trustees President 
Robert Sitton said. “And everyone, to a 
person, said it’s all about the kids [for 
Fagen]. She leads from the kids up, not 
the top down.”

If her employment is approved 
by the board, Fagen will complete a 
100-day plan with the district, Sitton 
said. She will evaluate the district’s 
personnel, learn about the culture and 
structure of HISD and set out goals to 
accomplish during her first 100-day 
stretch, he said.

Humble ISD selects Fagen as its lone candidate for superintendent
Fagen comes to Humble with  

20 years of experience in education, 
including eight as a superintendent of 
large school districts. Before arriving 
at HISD, she served as superintendent 
of the 67,000-student Douglas County 
School District in Colorado. 

Douglas County School District, like 
HISD, is a fast-growing suburban dis-
trict. Douglas County, which is located 
between Denver and Colorado Springs, 
has grown by 8,000 students in the last 
six years, according to HISD.

“[I] really understand the oppor-
tunity [to be] in an excellent school 
district—not only as an educator, but 
as a parent—that would be a gift for my 
children,” Fagen said. “I’m honored, 
grateful, thankful and excited.”

The national search for a new HISD 
superintendent began in January. The 
applicant pool included 43 individuals 
from 14 states. Initial interviews were 
conducted with seven applicants, and 
three finalists were asked to participate 
in second round interviews.

HISD edits attendance zones for Humble, Summer Creek high schools 
Humble ISD approved new atten-

dance zones in March that shifted stu-
dents along the Wilson Road corridor 
from Summer Creek High School to 
Humble High School.

The change means any student zoned 
to Humble Middle School will also 
attend Humble High School begin-
ning in the 2016-17 school year, HISD 
superintendent Guy Sconzo said. Quest 
Early College will also be relocated to 
Humble High School from Summer 
Creek High School.

The new attendance zones do not 
affect students already in high school, 
and elementary and middle school 
attendance zones were not changed. 

“This enhances communication 
between the high school and middle 
school so that teachers can best prepare 
students,”HISD Public Communi-
cations Director Jamie Mount said. 
“The revision also allows students to 

Humble ISD
Meets June 14 at 7 p.m. 
20200 Eastway Village Drive, Humble
281-641-1000
www.humbleisd.net 

New Caney ISD
Meets June 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
21360 Valley Ranch Parkway, Porter
281-577-8600
www.newcaneyisd.org

Meetings

stay with friends they made in middle 
school.”

However, some parents said the plan 
unnecessarily increases the percentage 
of economically disadvantaged students 
at Humble High School.

“They have now taken us over  
80 percent economically disadvan-
taged,” said David Hill, a Houston ISD 
high school teacher whose son attends 
Humble High School. “It has a huge 
impact on my kid who has three more 
years at Humble High School. Studies 
have shown that it’s much more  
difficult when dealing with those  
challenges and a lot of the other chal-
lenges of teaching.”

Hill said students should have been 
dispersed evenly between Humble and 
Atascocita high schools to keep the 
number of economically disadvantaged 
students below 80 percent at Humble 
High School.  

Humble High School will receive 
additional resources, like extra staffing 
to combat additional challenges, Sconzo 
said. The 2016-17 budget includes fund-
ing for more teachers, counselors and 
administrators at Humble High School.

“This additional staffing will allow us 
to provide new and enriching learning 
opportunities for students, including 
[college readiness] instruction for all 
freshmen and expanded career and 
technical education courses for all 
students,” Sconzo said.

The plan was approved by the board 
of trustees after a study conducted 
by The Student Attendance Advisory 
Committee concluded Humble High 
School could serve more students, 
Mount said. The Student Attendance 
Advisory Committee is composed of 
parents and community members from 
across the district.

The school’s enrollment is 1,600, but 

it could support 800 additional stu-
dents, the study said. 

With a potential school bond in 2018 
and heavy population growth on the 
horizon, the attendance zones will con-
tinue to see tweaks, Sconzo said.   

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_lhk

Tweetings
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Students who live along Wilson 
Road were shifted from Summer 
Creek High to Humble High.

*Humble ISD has not created 2016-17 high school attendance 
zone maps
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Heavy rains delay greenway project

Construction on the Spring Creek 
Greenway—which will include 12.5 con-
secutive miles of green space between 
Humble and Spring at build-out—was 
delayed due to heavy April rains. 

When the new 2.5-mile parcel in 
Humble is connected, Lake Hous-
ton-area residents will be able to walk or 
bike from the Townsen Park and Ride 
to Dennis Johnston Park in Spring. Cur-
rently, a 10-mile stretch of the greenway 
connects Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature 
Center to Dennis Johnston Park. 

The $13 million greenway was 
projected to be complete this summer 
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Johnston Park

ExxonMobil 
Campus
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& Nature Center

Kingwood  
100+ miles of 
existing trails

59

45

Construction will begin early in 2017 
on a 123,000-square-foot patient tower 
at the Memorial Hermann Northeast 
Hospital campus in Humble, officials 
announced.

Heath Rushing, senior vice presi-
dent and CEO of Memorial Hermann 
Northeast, said the patient tower is part 
of the hospital’s expansion plans.

“First and foremost on our mind 
is, how do we continue to serve the 
community as it continues to grow,” 
Rushing said.

The health system will open a 
45,000-square-foot convenient care 
center at the intersection of West Lake 
Houston Parkway and Kingwood 
Drive in mid-2017.

 It also purchased the 40 acres of land 
the campus sits on from the Northeast 
Hospital Authority. Officials with the 
hospital also have plans to renovate the 
hospital’s east entrance to provide more 
visibility from Hwy. 59 and add visitor 
and staff parking spaces, Rushing said.

The five-story tower will replace one 

of the outdated towers located on the 
southern end of the campus. It will 
offer 90 patient rooms at build-out.

“It was important for us to have a 
new patient tower that enhances the 
patient experience and competes with 
the experience anywhere in the Greater 
Houston area,” Rushing said.
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Memorial Hermann is constructing a new 
123,000-square-foot patient tower in Humble.

NEWS BRIEFS

before a bridge near Super Target on 
Townsen Boulevard collapsed, said 
Mike Howlett, special projects coordi-
nator for Harris County Precinct 4. A 
new timeline will be announced when 
the bridge is redesigned. 

 “The flood situation caused massive 
erosion along the banks and the bridge 
collapsed,” Howlett said. “We’re now in 
the process of redesigning the bridge.” 

Once this section of the greenway 
is completed, Harris County will 
construct trails eastward to the Bevil 
Jarrell Bridge, allowing Kingwood res-
idents access to the project through its 
existing trail system. Upon completion, 
Kingwood residents will be able to bike 
to ExxonMobil in Springwoods Village.

Memorial Hermann expands 
presence in Lake Houston area

Compiled by Chris Shelton

Enjoy the Perks of Lakeside Living

TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

PREVIEW
SHOWING

SAVE UP TO

$20k 
OFF OPENING 

PRICESExcellent Schools
Bulkhead Shorline with Boat Slips

Over 75 Acres of Lakeside Parks with 
Sandy Beaches

30+ Miles of Nature Trails
Only 25 Minutes to Bush Airport & 35 

Minutes to Downtown Houston

281.794.1717
By Appointment Only

CALL NOW

Final Release of 12 Waterfront Homesites

A Signorelli Community
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talk concludes in the Endangered 
Species and Native Plant Garden 
where attendees locate, observe and 
identify damselflies and dragonflies 
in their natural habitat (weather 
permitting). Noon-2 p.m. Free. 
Mercer Botanic Gardens, 22306 
Aldine Westfield Road, Humble. 713-
274-4160.  
www.themercersociety.org 

09 Volunteer outreach 
session

Residents of Harris County Precinct 4 are 
invited to visit the Houston Food Bank 
to sort, process and pack food. Each 
volunteer is required to wear closed-
toe shoes, long pants and no jewelry. 
Participants should call the Senior 
Adult Program in advance to register. 
Transportation is provided for individuals 
over 50 years old. Houston Food Bank, 
535 Portwall St., Houston. 281-893-3726. 
www.hcp4.net

25 Patriotic celebration
The Kingwood Big Band 

performs a collection of patriotic 
favorites such as “The Star Spangled 
Banner” in big band-style. The 
concert is presented by the Rotary 
Club of East Montgomery County 
and Lone Star College-Kingwood 
and provides financial support for the 
Rotary projects. 2-3 p.m. $10 (general 
admission), $5 (students age 18 years 
old and under), free (12 years old 
and under). LSC—Kingwood, 20000 
Kingwood Drive, Kingwood. 
281-312-1709. www.lonestar.edu

25 through 26 
Amateur boxing

The Battle of the Universe boxing event 
ievent features at least 70 matches 
each day in one tournament ring and 
one match box-style ring. About 260 
belts are handed out during the two-
day tournament. 2 p.m. $10 (adults), 
$5 (children 4-12 years old), free 
(children ages 3 years old and under). 
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton 
Parkway, Humble. 281-570-3204.

June

02 Sea Center Texas
Fun 4 Seniors, a Harris County 

Precinct 4 program, offers transportation 
from the Kingwood Library to the marine 
aquarium, fish hatchery and nature 
center in Lake Jackson. Participants 
can learn about conservation and 
wildlife at Sea Center Texas and grab 
lunch at Hoghenheiferz BBQ afterward. 
8:30 a.m. Free (lunch not included). 
Kingwood Library, 4400 Bens View Lane, 
Kingwood. 281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net 

04 Houston Fajita Festival
A celebration of Mexican 

culture, food, drinks and music takes 
place at the Humble Civic Center. The 
festival includes a jalapeno-eating 
contest, a fajita workshop and live 
music. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. $10 (general 
admission), $5 (children 5-12 years 
old). Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will 
Clayton Parkway, Humble. 
713-325-3395. 
www.facebook.com/fajitafestival

04 National Trails Day
The day begins at Mercer 

Botanic Gardens’ Westside Arboretum 
with the Cypress Creek Hike and Bike 
Trail Bridge dedication. Timber Lane 
Utility District Bridge Dedication hosts a 
5K race and a fun run/walk. Registration 
is required for all runs, walks and biking. 
7 a.m.-3 p.m. Entry fees based on age 
range from $2.50-$10 (fun run), $8-$27 
(run)  Mercer Botanic Gardens, 22306 
Aldine Westfield Road, Humble. 713-
274-4160. www.active.com.

08 Lunch Bunch
“The Ultimate Mosquito 

Predators: Damselflies and 
Dragonflies” offers information about 
insect habitat and identification. The 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Lake Houston/
Humble/Kingwood events at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar

To have Lake Houston/Humble/
Kingwood events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the third Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Chris Shelton

25 through July 2 
‘The Little Mermaid’

LSC-North Harris presents the musical 
version of the Disney animated film. 
“The Little Mermaid” tells the story of 
Ariel, a princess who exchanges her tail 
and singing voice for love.  
7:30 p.m. (June 29-July 2), 2 p.m. 
(July 2-3). $15 (general admission) $10 
(students, faculty, staff and seniors). 
LSC-North Harris, 2700 W.W. Thorne 
Drive, Houston. 281-765-7812. 
www.lonestar.edu

July

04 Fireworks and festival
The Independence Day 

celebration at Kingwood Town 
Center features food, drinks, live 
music and more than 80 vendors. 
Activities include craft and food 
booths, jumping castles, a bungee 
jump as well as a traditional 
fireworks show and live music from 
That 70s Thing, a local band that 
covers hits from the ‘70s after the 
festival concludes. 2-9 p.m. Free. 
Kingwood Town Center, 8 N. Main 
St., Kingwood. 281-883-4279

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

ar
ri

s 
C

o
un

ty
C

o
ur

te
sy

 H
o

us
to

n 
Fa

jit
a 

Fe
st

iv
al

C
o

ur
te

sy
 K

in
g

w
o

o
d

 T
ow

n 
C

en
te

r

Bayou Bowl
The 14th annual Bayou 
Bowl, the east-west 

high school all-star football game 
for the Greater Houston area, is a 
battle between top local talent. The 
game caps a full week of activities 
and events. 7 p.m. $5. Jack Rhodes 
Memorial Stadium, 1733 Katy Fort 
Bend Rd., Katy. 281-396-6380. 
www.allstarbayoubowl.com
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Worth the TRIP

Member

Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) ef-
fective as of the date of publication on 
new CDs. Interest compounded daily. 
Rates subject to change without prior 
notice. $1,000 minimum. Substantial 
penalty for early withdrawal. Fees 
coud reduce earnings on accounts. 
Other limitations may apply. Please 
contact a MINT employee for additional 
information, terms and conditions. 
Interest will be capitalized or deposited 
to an account.

281.359.6468

www.themintbank.com

1213 Kingwood Drive, 
Kingwood, TX 77339

Get Yourself in  
MINT Condition!

Come Grow With Us!

1.35 APY
%

13
Month  

CD
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Compiled by Chris Shelton
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Tax increment bonds
Proceeds from tax increments can be 
pledged as security for a tax increment 
bond, which is then used to pay for TIRZ 
improvements in advance of the actual 
appraised value increase. 

Private partnerships
The TIRZ can enter into an agreement 
with a private developer to build a TIRZ 
improvement. In this scenario, the 
developer agrees to build and pay for 
an improvement project, and the TIRZ 
agrees to reimburse the developer. 

Fiscal year 2016-17 budget
Expenditures: 
• Transfer to Humble ISD for educa-

tional facilities: $9,813,291

• Developer reimbursements: 
$2,831,550

• Debt service: $2,155,386

• Municipal service fee: $490,000

• Management and consulting  
services: $252,650

• Capital expenditures: $250,000 

• Administration fees: $211,103

Total budget: $16,003,980

Revenue: 
• Humble ISD revenue: $9,813,291

• Beginning balance: $5,756,336

• City tax revenue: $4,222,059

• Interest income: $24,752

Total revenue: $19,816,438

Map not to scale

Projects co-funded by LHRA
1  West Lake Houston Parkway 

      extension

2  Kingwood Community 
      Center

3  Kingwood Branch Library

The $55 million widening of 
Northpark Drive adds a lane on 
each side of the road from 
Loop 494 to Woodland Hills with 
an overpass at the railroad tracks. 
The project will be funded by TIRZ 
funds, Montgomery County, private 
developers and a federal grant. 

Up next: 
Northpark Drive expansion

INSIDE INFORMATION

What can a municipality 
with a tax increment 
reinvestment zone do?

Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones 
A TIRZ like the Lake Houston Redevelopment Authority in Kingwood is an entity that funds improvement projects and increases investment within its boundaries. 
A TIRZ is authorized by state law to allow property tax revenue to be used for projects in the community. 

What are the Lake Houston Redevelopment Authority’s boundaries?

Lake Houston Redevelopment 
Authority’s boundaries

Lake Houston 
Redevelopment Authority
Meets June 9 at 8 a.m. at
4102 Rustic Woods Drive, 
Kingwood. 
www.houstontx.gov

Meetings

                               Northpark Dr.

Woodlands 
Hills Dr.

Loop 494

TAX INCREMENT
When a TIRZ is established, the appraised 
value of property in the zone is locked in as 
a “base value.” As property values increase 
in that area, the difference between new 
values and the base value are considered 
the “tax increment,” which is used to fund 
development projects in the area.
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Community development
A TIRZ can help fund projects, such as: 

• Police and fire stations

• School buildings

• Roadway improvements

• Community buildings
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Years (in five-year increments)

A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

We’re
GROWING
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“The location mostly strikes me as 
a great opportunity to bring a lot of 
white-collar professionals into that 
area,” said Gilmer, who lives in King-
wood. “It looks to me like much more 
of a corporate development and a work 
site. And that tends to recruit a lot of 
development around it. It brings good 
white-collar professional jobs into that 
area, and it [creates an] area where res-
idents can work and live in the suburbs 
at the same time.”

McCord is constructing retail, infra-
structure and office projects within 
Redemption Square, Generation Park’s 
retail town center, which are expected to 
be complete by mid-2017. 

The developer is also in the process of 
completing $59 million in roadway and 
infrastructure projects in preparation 
for the next round of construction, said 
Bryan Ruth, senior director of develop-
ment-infrastructure for McCord.

Office, retail components 
The development is designed to capi-

talize on the underdeveloped retail and 
office space markets needed after rapid 
population growth in the Lake Houston 
area, Adler said. Generation Park will 
have 40 million square feet of office space 
at build-out.  

McCord plans to break ground 
on retail and office developments in 
Redemption Square in June. The devel-
opment will have 1.5 million square feet 
of Class A office space, an apartment 
complex, two hotels, an auditorium and 
265,000 square feet of retail space. 

The 85,000-square-foot Redemp-
tion Square One—a five-story mixed-
use building—will have three or four 
restaurants on the first floor and  
Class A office space on the next four 
floors. The building is 70 percent leased 
and is slated to open by the second quar-
ter of 2017, Adler said.

“Ever since [the Beltway 8 expansion 
in 2011] the area has been booming, but 
[commercial and retail development] 

has yet to catch up,” Adler said. “Class A 
office in the area doesn’t really exist. The 
same [goes] for retail—the retail out here 
is booming.”  

McCord has also inked contracts 
with Courtyard Marriott to create a 
full-service hotel; international goods, 
logistics, transportation company 
Stolt-Nielson LTD, which will con-
struct a  6-acre campus; and commer-
cial real estate company Transwest-
ern, Adler said. He said Redemption 
Square will include a fitness center and 
a pedestrian bridge to nearby retail 
developments, and it could house a 
radio station.     

Infrastructure improvements
Generation Park will feature five 

access points from Beltway 8—Lock-
wood Drive, West Lake Houston Park-
way, Generation Parkway, Garrett Road 
and North Lake Houston Parkway—
when build-out is completed. 

McCord and Harris County are 
working on infrastructure projects 

that will alleviate traffic caused by 
introducing 150,000 employees and 
more retail options.

The $32 million Phase 1 of infra-
structure improvements included con-
struction of a wastewater treatment 
facility, utility lines and a partnership 
with Harris County on the $10 million 
expansion of Lockwood Drive to four 
lanes between North Lake Houston 
Parkway and the railroad tracks, he 
said. The expansion of Lockwood Drive 
will be complete by the end of June 
while the other projects are already 
completed, Ruth said. 

Once Phase 1 is completed, the devel-
oper will shift toward a $27 million sec-
ond round of improvements. 

The roads within Redemption Square 
and the expansion of Lockwood and 
Woodland Hills drives will be open by 
the second quarter of 2017, Ruth said. 

“Transportation is an absolutely critical 
part of any development, ensuring that 
people have access to and from places of 
work, restaurants and retail,” Ruth said. 

Generation Park
Continued from | 1

Sources: McCord Development/Community Impact Newspaper
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Generation Park will bring Class A office space, primary jobs and 
more retail options to the Lake Houston area. Construction begins 
in June on retail town center Redemption Square. 
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Educational projects
Two community colleges have 

invested in Generation Park. San 
Jacinto College purchased 57 acres to 
build a campus servicing Sheldon ISD, 
while Lone Star College—Kingwood is 
constructing an 8.5-acre campus that 
specializes in process technology. 

LSC plans to break ground this 
summer on the LSC—Kingwood 
Advanced Technology Center and 
is projected to open in August 2017, 
said Maribeth Stitt, dean of business, 
technology, communications and lan-
guages. The campus will train attend-
ees to run process operations in a 
chemical plant, Stitt said. 

“The college system, before the bond  
election in 2014, decided to extend its 
offerings to [include more fields] in 
demand,” Stitt said. “There’s a huge 
percent of the population that works 
in this field, but we didn’t offer this 
program.” 

San Jac’s new campus will focus 
on academic transfers and workforce 
needs of the surrounding community, 
said Amanda Fenwick, vice president 
for marketing and public relations. 
The campus is projected to include one 
building that services 2,600 students. 
However, the campus has the ability 
to grow depending on the needs of the 
area, Fenwick said. Construction is 
slated to begin in 2019, she said. 

“We want this to be a go-to resource 

for that community,” Fenwick said. 
“We’re seeing tremendous growth out 
there, and we want to respond.”

Corporate anchor
The completion of the final 13-mile 

segment of Beltway 8 in 2011 kick-
started development on Generation 
Park, Adler said.  The increased east-
west connectivity between Hwy. 59 and 
Hwy. 90 allowed McCord Development 
to attract an “elephant,” such as FMC 
Technologies, to anchor the 4,000-acre 
mixed-use project, he said. 

Phase 1 of FMC’s 173-acre campus 
was completed in April. FMC’s campus 
includes 2 million square feet of office 
and industrial space, a health clinic and 
a full-service cafe. 

About 1,000 employees have migrated 
to the new headquarters, but FMC plans 
to consolidate all 10 of its Houston facil-
ities to Generation Park over the next 10 
years, according to Lisa Adams, FMC 
Technologies public relations and digital 
communications manager.

“We just knew when the Beltway 
came in, it was time,” Adler said. “That’s 
when we started chasing FMC. [FMC 
is] a Fortune 500 company—and there 
are only 25 in Houston—and we got 
one of them as our first deal.”

FMC TECHNOLOGIES
FMC completed the Phase 1 of its 
173-acre campus in April. FMC’s 
campus will include 2 million square 
feet of office and industrial space. It 
will include a health clinic and a full-
service cafe. 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE EXPANSION
Lone Star College will break ground 
on an 8.5-acre technology center 
this summer. The campus will train 
attendees to run process operations 
at chemical plants.

San Jacinto system is planning a 
57-acre campus. The campus will 
focus on academic transfers and 
workforce needs. Construction will 
begin in 2019.

REDEMPTION SQUARE
Redemption Square will serve as 
Generation Park’s town center. It 
features 1.5 million square feet of 
Class A office space. Construction  
on retail elements begins in June.

Infrastructure 
improvements
Generation Park owner McCord 
Development is expecting to spend 
more than $100 million in infrastructure 
and roadway improvements as more 
than 150,000 employees could work 
there at build-out.

Phase 1 improvements
• Wastewater treatment plant
• Expansion of Lockwood Drive to four 

lanes between North Lake Houston 
Parkway and the railroad tracks

• Utility lines

Cost: $32 million
Projected completion: June

Phase 2 improvements
• Wastewater treatment plant 

expansion
• Expansion of Lockwood and 

Woodland Hills drives to four lanes 
between the railroad tracks and 
Rankin Road.

• Landscaping
• Water wells

Cost: $27 million
Projected completion: mid-2017

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Under development
McCord Development is developing 
the portion of Generation Park west of 
Beltway 8.
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Amegy Bank | 4400 Post Oak Pkwy, Houston, TX 77027
A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC.      Equal Housing Lender NMLS#467014
©2016 ZB, N.A. 

A Home Equity Line of Credit 
from Amegy Bank can fund 
just about anything under the 
sun, like a pool, a dream trip, 
college tuition or even cash 
flow management for the family 
budget. And when you can do it 
with a low introductory rate this 
great, the last thing you want to 
do is wait.

Get a low introductory rate 
on an Amegy Bank Home 
Equity Line of Credit. Apply 
for yours today.

The Amegy Bank  
Great Don’t-Wait Rate.
Apply for yours today.

Important Disclosure Information:

*Loans subject to credit approval; terms and conditions apply. Minimum loan amount 
is $8,000. Minimum draw amount is $4,000. Property insurance is required, and other 
restrictions or conditions may apply. Other loan options are available. Speak with an 
Amegy banker for more details. Effective 03/21/2016 through 06/30/2016, 1.99% 
introductory APR is fixed for the first 6 months of account opening; variable APR of 
3.75% - 4.00% after that. The variable APR is based on the Prime Rate as stated in 
The Wall Street Journal plus a margin and is subject to change. Prime Rate is currently 
3.50% as of 03/21/2016. Maximum APR is 18%. The interest rate will change 
effective with changes in the Index. Offer not available for existing Amegy Bank Home 
Equity Lines of Credit. No additional interest rate discounts may apply during the 
introductory rate period. After the introductory rate period, additional rate discounts 
may apply. Maximum discount .25%. Speak with an Amegy banker for more details. 
No closing costs on loans up to $250,000, unless a full appraisal is necessary. For lines 
over $250,000, borrower is responsible for third party closing costs, which may not 
exceed 3% of line amount.

Respond Now!

Call/Visit:

Kingwood: (713) 232-5113

Lake Houston: (713) 232-5156

Online: 
www.amegybank.com/PromoHELOC

Introductory  
1.99% APR* fixed 

for the first 6 
months; variable 

3.75% - 4.00% APR 
thereafter.
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You have dreams. We have 
the tools and resources to help 
you reach them.
Let’s talk.
We know going to college is a big step. That’s why we provide tools, 
resources, and special limited-time promotions to help both students 
and parents prepare to make the most of this opportunity.

Learn about different ways to pay for school, tools for managing money, 
and how to build credit for the future. Visit Get College ReadySM at 
wellsfargo.com/getcollegeready.

Make an appointment online to speak with a banker. 
Visit wellsfargo.com/appointments today.
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Valley Ranch is conveniently located at Grand Parkway(99) at US 59/I-69 • Porter, TX • Valley-Ranch.com • A Signorelli Community

Signorelli presents “The Revival of the Craftsman Style Home” located in the  
newest district of Valley Ranch. They charm us with an intimate scale and intricate 
wooden details gently layered over stone accents, shingle detail, and brick. These are 
Craftsman homes — a unique American creation revived by Signorelli Homes.

from the $200s

Live in Style

Kingwood

Grand Parkway

Valley Ranch Town Center Fall 2016

Craftsman Homes

SignorelliHomes.com

Stay social 
all summer.

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK 
& TWITTER 
FOR THE LATEST 
LOCAL NEWS
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of economic development for the Lake 
Houston Area Chamber of Commerce.

“Retail follows rooftops,” Dromgoole 
said. “It’s almost a chain reaction. You’ve 
got good schools, you’ve got lots of land 
and you’ve got transportation. It all starts 
flowing when the housing starts flowing, 
and the retail follows.” 

Facilitated by more than 12,000 roof-
tops under construction between 2015-
25, according to a demographic study by 
Population and Survey Analysts, the Lake 
Houston-area population is projected to 
increase by more than 30,000 people 
between 2015-20, according to U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau data.  

North of FM 1960
Two of the developments—Valley 

Ranch Town Center and Main Street 
Kingwood—are under construction 
in  or around the Kingwood area and 
will open their first stores this fall. The 
expanded options will keep Lake Hous-
ton-area residents from traveling to 
other communities to shop, said Danny 
Signorelli, CEO of The Signorelli Com-
pany, which develops the Valley Ranch 
Town Center.   

“So many in that northeast quad-
rant [of the Greater Houston area] were 
traveling up FM 1314 to Hwy. 242 back 
south down I-45 to shop in The Wood-
lands because the alternate choice was a 
really old, kind of tired development at  
FM 1960 around the old mall and those 
retail areas,” Signorelli said.

Lovett Commercial is developing 
Main Street Kingwood, a 33-acre mixed-
use development that features retail, 
restaurants and a medical facility, at the 
northeast corner of West Lake Hous-
ton Parkway and Kingwood Drive. The 
development is projected to open in 
October, said Liz Jacob, Lovett Commer-
cial executive vice president. 

Main Street Kingwood is anchored by 
Houston-based grocer H-E-B and fea-
tures VERTS, Orangetheory Fitness and 
Raising Cane’s. 

The Signorelli Company has inked 
agreements with four big-box stores to 
populate the 1.8 million square feet of 
retail space in Valley Ranch Town Cen-
ter. The first 600,000 square feet of retail 
includes Academy Sports+Outdoor, 
Sam’s Club and Kroger and opens this fall. 

Hobby Lobby was announced as a fourth 
retail anchor in May. Another 400,000 
square feet of retail space is projected to 
open early in 2017, Signorelli said. 

South of FM 1960
In the Summerwood area two 

retail-anchored developments are under 
construction in adjacent properties. 

Fidelis Realty Partners is developing 
Westlake Marketplace, a 65-acre retail 
center that will feature 600,000 square 
feet of retail space at build-out, according 
to the development’s site plan. National 
grocer Kroger as well as discount clothing 
stores Marshall’s, Ross Dress for Less and 
Burlington Coat Factory are projected to 
be open by the end of the year. 

Westlake Marketplace will feature 
a pedestrian bridge that connects it to 
Redemption Square, a mixed-use town 
center within McCord Development’s 
master-planned commercial develop-
ment Generation Park. 

Demand for new retail options is high 
in the Lake Houston area due to the 
fast-growing West Lake Houston Park-
way corridor, said McCord Develop-
ment’s  Marketing Director Ian Adler. 

Future growth
The new large scale retail-anchored 

developments—Main Street Kingwood, 
Westlake Marketplace, Redemption 
Square and the Valley Ranch Town Cen-
ter—have allowed the area to attract new 
homeowners and retain current resi-
dents, said Michael Prats LHACC eco-
nomic development coordinator.

“I’ve had several emails and phone 
calls from homeowners or prospective 
homebuyers ... to say ‘Give me a reason 
not to leave this area or give me a rea-
son why I should buy this house in this 
area,”’ Prats said. “And the No. 1 issue 
or underlying reason why that question 
was asked is because they say, ‘We have 
nowhere to shop so why would we want 
to live in a community where there’s 
nowhere to shop?’” 

The relatively high population of 
young families within Humble ISD, lax 
regulations in the area and lack of zon-
ing laws could be a catalyst for more 
retail and entertainment options as 
the population continues to increase, 
Prats said.  

“All those things facilitate single-fam-
ily housing growth as the rest of Hous-
ton is getting more and more built-out,” 
Prats said.

Lake Houston
Continued from | 1
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LOCAL SHOPPING OPTIONS GROWING

MAIN STREET KINGWOOD

WESTLAKE MARKETPLACE

VALLEY RANCH TOWN CENTER

REDEMPTION SQUARE

The 33-acre mixed-use development 
will also have restaurants and a medical 
facility. It will open in October.

Notable tenants

• H-E-B
• Memorial Hermann Convenient Care 
• VERTS

Westlake Marketplace will bring stores 
and restaurants to the Summerwood 
area by the end of the year. 

Notable tenants

• Kroger
• Ross Dress for Less

The development will feature retail, 
restaurants and an amphitheater. The 
first stores will open this fall. 

Notable tenants

• Academy Sports+Outdoors
• Hobby Lobby
• Sam’s Club 

Redemption Square will include retail 
space, Class A office space and an 
apartment complex by mid-2017.

Notable tenants

• Courtyard by Marriott
• Stolt-Nielson LTD
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However, some of what drives retail 
development is popularity and percep-
tion, Signorelli said. 

“So much of the real estate business 
is a herd mentality, and retail is proba-
bly the [same],” he said. “A retail camp 
wants to know who else is going there. 
No one is going to jump into the water 

Which type of retail stores are most needed in the 
Lake Houston area?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-poll

Large retail-anchored developments are under construction on the northern and southern edges of the Lake Houston area.

by themselves, but if they see that there 
are 12 other stores opening they’ll jump 
in, too.” 

Map not to scale



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com18

Market Data
On the market  (April 2016)

                   Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 39/59 1/1 30/65 22/38 52/27 11/6 45/45

$150,000–$199,999 39/55 15/19 92/25 30/55 60/59 60/23 51/32

$200,000–$299,999 85/59 65/74 220/59 111/137 37/85 78/39 70/61

$300,000–$399,999 112/91 74/53 83/67 64/109 4/98 24/71 40/64

$400,000–$499,999 41/129 22/51 26/87 15/76 2/177 17/113 18/41

$500,000–$599,999 11/119 24/61 15/92 10/77 - 4/65 9/58

$600,000–$799,999 5/79 18/83 5/48 3/76 - 11/88 7/34

$800,000–$999,999 1/20 5/83 3/87 1/67 - 3/147 2/69

$1 million + 3/43 1/14 10/136 2/406 - 2/47 1/54

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

Median price of homes sold  April 2015 vs.  April 2016

+4.8%

-4.6%
+13%

+8.9%

+2.9%
-5.2%

-8.1%

Neighborhood data provided by 
Kristen Alsbrooks

Keller Williams Realty Northeast
832-445-9074

www.kristen-homes.com

REAL ESTATE

Greentree Village is a master-planned 
community in Kingwood that was built 
in the late 1980s and features more than 
1,700 homes. The neighborhood features a 
community swimming pool and is located 
near the Kingwood Trails System. The 
neighborhood has access to shopping 
along the intersection of West Lake 
Houston Parkway and Kingwood Drive. 

Greentree Village, 77345

3314 Falling Brook Drive  $209,900

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,456 sq. ft.
Agent: James Hargrove
JLA Realty   281-961-3599

4023 Quiet Glad Count  $339,500

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,133 sq. ft.
Agent: Kim Fazzino
RE/MAX Associates Northeast  713-899-8014 

3610 Hill Springs Drive  $254,900

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,656 sq. ft.
Agent: Marian Brown
RE/MAX Associates Northeast   281-358-8888 
 

3407 Big Hickory Drive  $374,900

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,604 sq. ft.
Agent: Lorna Calder
RE/MAX Associates Northeast  281-795-3630

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 05/25/16

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent for the most current information.

Square footage: 1,836-4,218

Home values: $78,000-$369,000

HOA dues (estimated): $386 annually

Amenities: Swimming pool, Kingwood Country 
Club

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD  1.5200 
Harris County  0.4192 
Harris County Flood Control 0.0273 
Port Authority 0.0134 
Harris County Hospital District  0.1700 
Harris County Department of Education  0.0054 
City of Houston  0.6011 
N. Harris-Montgomery College District  0.1079

Total (per $100 value) 2.8644

26

Homes on 
the market*

$6,157.60

Median annual 
property tax

$215,000

Median 
home value

43

Average days on 
the market*

20

Homes under 
contract*

$76

Median price 
per square foot

77338

77396

77044

77346

7734577339
77365

Lake Houston

Humble

Kingwood

59

1960

1314

SAM HOUSTON

LOG IN TO 
LOCAL

Where local lives.

Instantly connect to news 
in your neighborhood.

Using geolocation, communityimpact.com identifies  
the news, businesses, events and deals nearest to you.  

Scroll through the latest stories and discover  
local shops and services in your area. 



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

amedeos.net
22704 LOOP 494 

KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-359-4451

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE 
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 7/15/16.

Professional services
Cruz Air & Electric ............................... 21
Mosquito Squad .................................. 21
Modern Salon ..................................... 23
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Stay social 
all summer.
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SERVING YOU SINCE 1982
Locally Owned and Operated

WWW.CRUZAE.COM • FOR A/C AND ELECTRIC CALL 281-446-4272
FOR GENERATORS CALL 281-446-1597

THE QUALITY YOU 
EXPECT AT THE PRICE 

YOU DESERVE
Call us for our Spring and Summer Specials

AIR & HEAT

ELECTRICAL

GENERATORS

The only good 
mosquito is
a dead one.

Call The Squad today 

713-766-5259
or visit 

MosquitoSquadHouston.com

Mosquito Elimination
Season Package$50 OFF FULL SEASON PROTECTION BARRIER SPRAY SERVICE 

• Traditional Treatments every 21 days
• All Natural Treatments every 14 days

Annoyed by outdoor pests? Fight Back!
Protect your family and pets from the 
nuisance and dangers of mosquitoes. 
Get rid of them with Mosquito Squad, 
the original and most trusted mosquito 
eliminator for over 10 years.

Call for estimates on larger properties.
We eliminate ticks, too.

First time customers only. Limit one coupon per property. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires 12/31/16. 

100 %
FREE

Your source for local community news & information. 
And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.
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SIGN UP 
TODAY!

• Online-exclusive local news  
   stories with photos and graphics 

• Headlines from the around  
   the region and state 

• Previews of the print editions  
   in mailboxes that week

WEEKLY ROUNDUP
Stay informed with our weekly email newsletter.
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MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

10490 Huffmeister Rd.
Houston, TX 77065

281.807.4247

9635 N. Houston Rosslyn Rd.
Houston, TX 77088

713.896.4247

15202 Mason Rd. #300
Cypress, TX 77433

832.653.5826

469 FM 1488
Conroe, TX 77384

936.273.4471

CALL TODAY FOR A 
COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION!

MODERNSALON
DAYSPA.COM

OPENING IN JUNE
13176 WEST LAKE HOUSTON 

PKWY., SUITE # 8
HOUSTON, TX 77044

832.876.0533

W. LAKE HOUSTON PKWY. 8

M



At the Family Life Center at Memorial Hermann Northeast Hospital, our family-centered approach focuses 

on making your childbirth experience as memorable and positive as possible.  From the time you learn you 

are pregnant until your child is born, you and your baby benefit from specialized medical care delivered by 

our highly skilled affiliated physicians and nurses, delivering care for routine to high-risk pregnancies. Our 

Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit provides advanced care for preemies and babies with special medical 

needs. And we provide the added reassurance of immediate access to a higher level of care when needed at 

Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital in the Texas Medical Center.  

memorialhermann.org 

CARE FOR WOMEN, DELIVERED DAILY.

18951 Memorial N., Humble TX 77338

HIGHER QUALITY 
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