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The McKinney Housing Authority is using federal 
tax credits to partially fund a redevelopment of 
Newsome Homes, and MHA officials hope to do 
the same for other existing MHA properties. 
Meanwhile, private developers are using tax 
credits to partially fund Post Oak Apartments, 
a sister development to Millennium, which 
opened last summer. 

1   Newsome Homes
Total units: 180
Housing tax credit units: 180

2  Post Oak Apartments
Total units: 182 
Housing tax credit units: 130

Source: McKinney Housing Authority/Community Impact Newspaper
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under construction

McKinney Housing Authority works 
to provide more affordable housing 

See Affordable housing | 22

See Infrastructure | 24

By Marthe Rennels
This summer the second of 

two new apartment complexes 
with rent- and income-re-
stricted units will open in McK-
inney. Both developments are 
the result of increased attention 
on affordable housing in McK-
inney following a 2008 lawsuit 
filed against the city and the 
McKinney Housing Authority. 

The lawsuit, filed by Dal-
las-based nonprofit Inclusive 
Communities Project, claimed 
McKinney’s public housing and 
the majority of its low-income 

apartments were segregated 
east of US 75 and claimed the 
city relegated minorities to the 
city’s poorer areas.

Although McKinney Mayor 
Brian Loughmiller said he felt 
some of the litigation was a 
reaction to policies that made 
the city appear to be promot-
ing fair housing in one side of 
the city and not the other, the 
city and ICP in 2010 reached 
a settlement that resulted in 
an agreement to build 260 
rent-subsidized units in two 
separate complexes, both west 

of US 75. 
“Historically, McKinney has  

had a larger percentage of 
affordable housing compared 
to other [neighboring] cities,” 
Loughmiller said. “It’s a tough 
issue —there is no doubt about 
it. We have balanced it out 
pretty well, but at what point 
do you look at other cities and 
see that McKinney has taken on 
more of the responsibility than 
other cities?”

After the settlement the 
city was later found to be in 

Region aims for state road funds
City, county officials work to prioritize possible projects
By Marthe Rennels

Collin County is expected to have 
more than 2.5 million people living 
within its borders by 2050. This pro-
jection has caused regional and county 
officials to begin infrastructure plan-
ning to accommodate the growth before 
potential right of way for new roads and 
the expansion of existing roads is gone 
or state funding is distributed elsewhere.

“The bottom line is that we need to 
plan on this county growing to the 2.5 

million people that they say it is going 
to have,” Collin County Judge Keith Self 
said. “We simply will not be able to han-
dle that high population of people with 
our current roadways.”

Self said the county’s need for updated 
roadways comes after years of inade-
quate state transportation funding. 

Now officials say Collin County 
is stunted in terms of limited-access 
roadways, such as interstate highways, 

Available right of way will determine whether US 380 is expanded into a limited access roadway.
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This rendering shows the design of the future three-story Newsome Homes complex.
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Find Out More About Our Award-Winning Fine Arts Program
From theater, choir, band and orchestra to visual arts, dance and more, John Paul II High 

School offers the very best instruction in Fine Arts.

Join our cardinal family! 

John Paul II High School
Catholic. Coeducational. College Preparatory.
 

For more information, please contact our Office of Admissions:
469.229.5195  or admissions@johnpauliihs.org

John Paul II High School       900 Coit Road            Plano, Texas 75075          www.johnpauliihs.org 

Upcoming Information Nights:
Wednesday, May 4 @ 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 18 @ 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 15 @ 6:30 p.m.
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Is the proposed $62.8 million 
stadium that is part of MISD’s May 
bond election too expensive?

 38.84%                     Yes, I think the district should  

re-evaluate plans.

 33.68%                  No, MISD students deserve the best.

                         17.89%  Yes, but I do feel a new stadium 

is needed.  

                 11.58%  Yes, the district should remodel Ron 

Poe Stadium.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 03/06/16-03/25/16

Do you think McKinney needs more 
affordable housing options?

  Yes

  No

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/mck-poll.
© 2016 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.  

No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed  
without written permission from the publisher.

FROM THE EDITOR
Recently, my husband 

and I took our daughter 
to Erwin Park for a picnic 
and a day of kite flying. 

On our way, we drove 
through Trinity Falls, 
and it sparked a conversa-
tion about the growth of 
McKinney. 

There are so many 
new communities from 
which new residents 

may choose. But as we continued to pass signs listing 
starting home prices well above $200,000, I began to 
wonder what options were available to young families, 
college students and other residents who may not be 
able to afford that price. 

This thought lingered as I began my work on our  
affordable housing story, (see Page 1) which takes a 
close look at new affordable housing developments, 

rehabilitation of older developments and the future of 
affordable housing in the city.

Also on our front page this month is a story that 
could affect your future morning commute. The state 
is preparing to release transportation funding that 
could greatly impact our area, and the North Cen-
tral Texas Council of Governments has asked for the 
county’s and city’s help in securing a portion of those 
funds. You can see how the city and county could help 
add more roadways to the county, which some leaders 
say is in dire need of additional roads.

And, since the kids are almost on summer break, 
we’ve included a quick list of area summer camps on 
Page 19 to help give you a head start on summer fun 
planning. 

Follow us on social media 
and shoot me an email if 
you’ve got any great 
McKinney stories to 
share! 

Marthe Rennels
EDITOR

mrennels@communityimpact.com

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett

PUBLISHER - DFW METRO

Christal Howard

GENERAL MANAGER

Cara Blattner, cblattner@communityimpact.com

Editorial
EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti

MANAGING EDITOR  Krista Wadsworth

EDITOR  Marthe Rennels

COPY CHIEF  Andy Comer

COPY EDITOR  Richard Guerrero

STAFF WRITERS  Kelley Crimmins, Lindsey Juarez,  

Nicole Luna, JJ Velasquez

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS  Wendell Barnhouse,  

Jean Ann Collins

Design
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan

ART PRODUCTION MANAGER  Tiffany Knudtson

GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Xinia Hernandez

STAFF DESIGNER  Cierra Aiken, Kara Nordstorm

Business
GROUP PUBLISHER  Traci Rodriguez

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love

CIRCULATION SPECIALIST  Lauren Brown

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 

mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 

passionate team. Now, with 21 markets, in the Austin, 

Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 

distributed monthly to nearly 1.6 million homes  

and businesses.

Contact us
7460 Warren Parkway, Ste. 160

Frisco, TX 75034 • 214-618-9001

communityimpact.com

PRESS RELEASES  mcknews@communityimpact.com

ADVERTISING  mckads@communityimpact.com

COMMENTS  mckfeedback@communityimpact.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS  communityimpact.com/subscriptions

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

Monday–Friday 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Sunday closed

1601 W University Dr. | McKinney, TX
(972) 562-8700 • www.mckinneypharmacy.net
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4  Alliance Bank, 1650 N. Lake Forest 
Drive, Ste. 101, McKinney, opened  
Feb. 23. This location is a loan-
production office, which handles 
commercial real estate loans, home 
loans, equipment loans and other 
types of loans. This Alliance Bank 
location cannot accept deposits or open 
accounts. 214-620-2600.  
www.alliancebank.com

Coming Soon 

5  Camp Bow Wow, 448 N. Custer 
Road, Ste. B, McKinney, will open in 
June. Camp Bow Wow will offer  
dog day care, overnight boarding, in-
home pet care, and dog training. 
214-592-0440.  
www.campbowwow.com/mckinney

6  Dempsey’s Place, 310 E. Louisiana 
St., McKinney, will open July. The 
sports bar and restaurant will offer 
indoor and outdoor seating with a 
full bar and grill. The family-friendly 
eatery will have Giant Jenga, pool tables 
and other games available outside on 
the covered patio and will include 10 
TVs inside and 16 TVs outside. Menu 
items will include burgers, wings and 
hotdogs. www.dempseysmckinney.com

7  7-Eleven, 3911 Medical Center 
Drive, McKinney, will open at the end 
of June. The convenience store will 
offer food and drink items as well as 
gasoline. 7-Eleven first began as an 
ice house in Dallas in 1927, and got its 
name for being open from 7 a.m. to  
11 p.m. www.7-eleven.com 
 
8  The Venue at Craig Ranch, 

4651 S. Custer Road, McKinney, will 
open late summer. The multifamily 
development will be constructed in two 
phases. The first phase will include  
277 units and the second will include 
251 units. 

Now Open

1  Tumbleweeds Architectural 
Company, 409 B N. Kentucky 
St., McKinney, opened April 15. 
Tumbleweeds Architectural Company 
specializes in salvage and one-of-a-
kind, antique statement pieces.  
www.tumbleweedsarchitectural.com 

2  Ettiene Market, 115 W. Louisiana 
St., McKinney, opened April 9. The 
store offers a variety of kitchen items, 
including mugs, measuring cups, bowls 
and spoons, as well as kitchen towels 
and other linens. The market also offers 
several drink mixes, bar items, candles 
and other kitchen decor items. 214-799-
5195. www.ettienemarket.com 

3  Best in Class Education Center, 
1800 S. Independence Parkway,  
Ste. 130, McKinney, opened March 26.  
The education center offers tutoring 
for students in kindergarten through 
grade 12. Tutoring includes individual 
and group-style instruction.  
972-656-9242.  
www.bestinclasseducation.com 
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Contact us 
today for 

a free 
consultation

DALE R   SE
I N J U R Y  L A W Y E R

M c K i n n e y L a w . c o m

PERSONAL INJURY   |   TRUCKING COLLISIONS   |   AUTO COLLISIONS  |  WORK INJURIES   |   MOTORCYCLE INJURIES

972-562-0266
roseknowslaw.com

YOUR LOCAL COLLIN COUNTY LAWYER SINCE 1993
2780 VIRGINIA PKWY, SUITE 401 • MCKINNEY
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels
News or questions about McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com

9  Chicken Express, 409 S. McDonald 
St., McKinney, will complete 
construction in July and plans to 
open soon after. Chicken Express 
serves fried chicken strips, fried okra, 
coleslaw, rolls and a variety of other 
side items. www.chickene.com

10  Echo Park McKinney, located just 
south of Mercedes-Benz of McKinney 
at US 75 and Bray Central Drive, will 
begin construction this summer. The 
preowned automotive dealership will 
offer high-end preowned vehicles. 
The dealership is owned by Sonic 
Automotive, which is currently 
constructing the neighboring Mercedes 
Benz of McKinney.  
www.sonicautomotive.com 
 
Anniversaries 

The Family Greenhouse celebrated 
its first anniversary March 4. The 
Family Greenhouse is a nonprofit 
organization that offers relationship 
coaching, workshops and counseling 
to individuals, couples and families 
as well as other resources to help 
relationships. 972-694-3114.  
www.familygreenhouse.org

Top Dog Pet Sitters celebrated its first 
anniversary March 1. Top Dog Pet 
Sitters provides care for all kinds of 
pets in McKinney and surrounding 
communities. Professional sitters are 
insured, bonded and pet CPR/first 
 aid-trained. 214-244-1629.  
www.topdogpetsitters.com 
 
11  Tupps Brewery, 721 Anderson 
St., McKinney, celebrated its first 
anniversary May 2. The brewery, 
located at the historic Cotton Mill, 
offers several beers with Texas-themed 
names and hosts on-site events each 
month. Tours and beer tastings are 
offered Saturdays from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.  
214-856-7996. www.tuppsbrewery.com
 
Expansion  
 
12  Gather, 207 E. Virginia St., 
McKinney, is expanding. Construction 
will take place in phases, with  
Phase 1 running May 2-5. The second 
and third phases will take place in June 
and July. Gather is an event venue that 
offers ceremony and reception space 
for weddings and other private events. 
Sunday brunches will be suspended 
after May 29 to allow for construction. 
972-548-8882.  
www.gathermckinney.com 

 
New Ownership

13  A Friends Place, 3300 W. Eldorado 
Parkway, Ste. 500, McKinney, is under 
new ownership and is now Golden 
Grace Day Activity & Health Services. 
Rima and Greg Kellogg purchased
A Friends Place on Feb. 3. The adult 
day center offers health and activity 
services for Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementia patients. 972-569-9000

Ettiene Market opened April 9 and offers 
several kitchen and dining accessories.  

2
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Dempsey’s Place, a family-friendly sports bar 
and restaurant, will open this summer.
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Chicken Express, across from Chestnut 
Square Historic Village, will open late summer. 

9

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

hi
ck

en
 E

xp
re

ss

Tupps Brewery, located at the Cotton Mill, 
celebrated its first anniversary May 2.
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DOGGY DAY CARE AND BOARDING • IN-HOME PET CARE • TRAINING • GROOMING

Where a Dog Can Be a Dog.®
Camp Bow Wow® McKinney

448 N Custer Rd  Suite B / McKinney, TX 75071
214-592-0440 / campbowwow.com/mckinney

FIRST DAY OF CAMP Available at Camp Bow Wow McKinney, 
some restrictions apply. Coupon code: PRNT

FREE!
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Virginia Pkwy.

Advantages of Camp Bow Wow
• Large indoor & Outdoor Play Yards

• Fun & Safe All-Day Play

• Spacious Individual Comfy Cabins

• Individualized Care & Attention

• Live HD Webcams and 24/7 monitoring

Opening Soon!

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
*Restrictions May Apply

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
*Restrictions May Apply

10%
off

Any One 
Repair

SERVICE WITH 
INTEGRITY

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience®
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Renamed. 
Renewed. 
Renowned. 

INTRODUCING
BAYLOR SCOTT & WHITE MEDICAL CENTER – 

MCKINNEY

Find out more about our new name, call 1.800.4BAYLOR
or visit us online at BaylorHealth.com/McKinney.

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical sta�  at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or a�  liated medical centers 
and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White Healthcare or Baylor Scott & 
White Health. ©2016 Baylor Scott & White Health. BMCMcK_508_2016 CE 03.16

5252 W. University Dr., McKinney, TX 75071

• May 18 • 6 p.m.

• May 19 • 6 p.m.

McKinney Senior Recreation Center
1400 S. College St. • McKinney

Christ Fellowship Church
2801 Orchid Dr. • McKinney

Community
Open Houses

Plan to attend one of these Community Open Houses 
to provide feedback on elements of the McKinney 2040 
Comprehensive Plan Update.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

McKinney Art House
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McKinney Art House
Owner aims to let student talent shine

T he two young art students were 
studying the work of Georgia 
O’Keeffe when their teacher 

walked through the door of the  
McKinney Art House with fresh flow-
ers picked from the garden. The stu-
dents were excited when their teacher 
explained they would be drawing 
those flowers for their assignment.

This is the exact student reaction 
the founder envisioned when her idea 
for the McKinney Art House was born 
11 years ago.

“I was teaching art in Lake Tahoe 
during the summers and bringing my 
son,” said Sona Knox, a former  
McKinney ISD art instructor. “One 
year, he couldn’t come so I went 
without him, and it was so hard to 
leave him, so I thought, ‘I wonder if I 

could start something in McKinney?’ 
I wanted a place to paint and teach 
art without grading. I also wanted to 
teach less and be an artist more.”

Knox said she felt 
led to the 100-year-
old house at 502 N. 
Kentucky St.

“My hope is that 
when people come 
through the doors, 
they will find a 
colorful home for 
creativity,” she 
said. “They will see 
artists engaged in 
teaching, laughter, 
friendship, sharing 
ideas and learning aside from dogs 
and flowers. Monet had a garden, and 

502 N. Kentucky St., McKinney
469-952-2787
www.arthousetx.com 
Hours vary

Knox points to the wall of the glazing room, adorned 
with 31 different glazes and a dozen different clays.

These coil pots were pieces created during a birthday 
party hosted at the McKinney Art House.

The McKinney Art House founder Sona Knox and dog, Corbin, enjoy the 
garden at the entrance to the house.

The McKinney Art House keeps its classes small, which 
allows all pottery class students to have their own wheel.

By Jean Ann Collins

I wanted to create the same atmo-
sphere.”

Classes ($50-$190) are for students 
of all ages, and more than 200 bud-
ding artists come through the doors 
each week. Knox prides herself in 
offering space to talented, award-win-
ning artists who teach everything 
from drawing and painting to pottery 
and sculpture.

In addition to 
weekly lessons, 
The McKinney 
Art House offers 
summer camps, 
workshops, birth-
day parties and 
parents night out 
sessions. Knox said 
she cannot pinpoint 
just one activity 
that most students 
flock toward. But, 
she said all students 

will find something different.
“The McKinney Art House is 

unique because it has artists teaching 
what they know and love,” Knox said. 
“They run their classes their way with 
just three rules: Be kind, work hard 
and clean up your mess.”

There are pottery wheels, a glazing 
room and student’s homemade art 
wall-to-wall.

“My favorite part of being involved 
with The McKinney Art House is 
seeing what people create and seeing 
their excitement,” Knox said. “I want it 
to be warm and inviting with art and 
activity everywhere.”

“My hope is that 
when people come 
through the doors, 
they will find a 
colorful home for 
creativity.”

—Sona Knox, McKinney Art House 
owner

Not intended to solicit properties listed with a realtor, Mark Floyd, Broker.

Find Out What Your McKinney Home is Worth On-Line
You will receive information on what comparable homes have sold in your McKinney neighborhood 
and which homes are currently listed, how long they have been for sale, and their prices.

Based on this information, you will know what your McKinney home is worth. 
This Complete Confidential Market Analysis is absolutely FREE.

For a Free, Quick On-Line Home Evaluation Visit:

www.FreeMcKinneyHomeValue.com



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8

$10.00 OFF 
a purchase of 

$50.00 or more
Expires May 31, 2016. Must 

present coupon for discount.

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

1434 N Central Expy #108,
 McKinney, TX.
(972) 562-4039

High Quality Nutritional Products

$20.00 OFF
 a purchase of 

$100.00 or more
Expires May 31, 2016. Must 

present coupon for discount.

Helping Customers Achieve Optimum 
Health for over 21 years

University Dr.
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Health CollectionMike’s

www.mikeshealthcollection.com

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!

Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
 We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com
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Bien Salsa
Restaurant brings authentic 
Mexican dishes downtown

D iners should not expect to find typical 
Tex-Mex cuisine when visiting Bien Salsa 
in downtown McKinney. Instead, guests 

will taste authentic flavors from different regions of 
Mexico.

Owner and Executive Chef Mirella Velazquez said 
she prides herself on the freshness and authenticity 
of her restaurant’s Mexican food.

“We wanted to present food from the different 
regions of Mexico,” she said. “Food in Mexico is 
very different even from the north to the south. Our 
idea was to bring it all into one place.”

But Mirella is quick to point out her favorite 
cuisine is from her native area of Michoacán in the 
western coastal region of Mexico.

“The food at Bien Salsa is my version of dishes 
they have been preparing in Mexico for hundreds of 
years,” she said. “We consider it heritage because of 
the way it’s prepared and transferred from genera-
tion to generation. The mole here has 42 ingredients, 
and I’m the fifth generation to make it. Everything 
here is authentic and from scratch.

“People who have traveled to or from Mexico will 
be so happy to find we make it exactly the way they 
remember it,” Velazquez said. “It may be presented 
differently, but the flavor is the same.”

Velazquez’s focus on her food’s quality and the 
philosophy surrounding Bien Salsa is part of the 
inspiration behind the restaurant’s name.

“Bien Salsa is an expression used in Mexico,” 
Velazquez said. “It refers to when someone is very 
good at something. But it translates to ‘very sauce,’ 
so it makes no sense in English.”

Although the food is the restaurant’s main focus, 
it is not the only thing from Mexico: Guests at Bien 
Salsa are surrounded by art handcrafted in Mexico.

“I think people might be surprised to see we don’t 
have ponchos and sombreros, but we have hand-
crafted pieces and sculptures created especially for 
us,” Velazquez said.

By Jean Ann Collins

DINING FEATURE

119 W. Virginia St., McKinney
214-548-4258 
www.biensalsa.com 
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.- 
10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m., closed Mon.

Bien Salsa

1

2 3

4
Velazquez said one challenge at Bien Salsa is to 

maintain consistency.
“Everything is done from scratch with several 

steps,” she said. “You could always miss something. 
We work toward making sure that the dishes are 
always consistent with the quality I demand and 
that my loyal customers have come to expect.”

According to Velazquez, the growth of the num-
ber of restaurants on the square has improved the 
quality of food in McKinney.

“People don’t have to travel to find upscale 
restaurants,” she said. “They can have the same 
quality of food you’d find in Highland Park or near 
the Shops at Legacy.”

1  Owner and Executive Chef Mirella Velazquez shows off 
the Camarones A La Diabla ($24), a top seller.

2  Ensalada Bien Salsa ($13) features mixed greens, bacon 
and grilled chicken tossed in a cilantro jalapeno vinaigrette.

3  Velazquez works to keep authentic flavors of Mexico 
present in each dish. 

4  Bien Salsa offers custom drinks at its full bar. 

McKinney Gold & Diamond
M

3050 S. Central Expwy.  •  McKinney •  972-548-9995
Your full service jewelry store

Watch repair & 
replacement ba� eries 

Jewelry repair

Buy and sell gold

Buy and sell sports 
collectibles

Allen | Frisco | McKinney | West Plano 
469.312.5225  | collegenannies.com

Your children deserve 
a great summer.  
We can help.

© 2016 College Nannies + Sitters + Tutors. 

Active role models for active children.
Contact us today for summer nannies.
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CYNTHIA ELLIOT BOUTIQUE

107 East Virginia • McKinney, TX

Like 
us on

972.562.8004 • www.cynthiaelliot.com

PERFECT FOR GRADUATION GIFTS

$23-$30
REAL LEATHER

RFID Secure Wallet - protects your identity 
and your credit cards!

Available in Mens and Womens

Now taking Mother’s Day Brunch reservations
May 8, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Gather in Downtown McKinney

207 E. Virginia • McKinney
972.548.8882 • www.gathermckinney.com

Wedding • Reception • Rehearsal Dinners
Bridal & Baby Showers • Baptism Celebrations

Corporate Events • Private Social Events

Sunday Brunch 10 am-2 pm BYOB

Hand Crafted Custom Hats Using Old Millinery Techniques

222 E. Virginia St.
McKinney • 469.617.3733

204 West Virginia Street • (972) 369-1800
thepubmckinney.com

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU FOR 10% OFF YOUR NEXT FOOD ORDER
Expires 9/30/2016

ON THE 
SQUARE

DOWNTOWN 
MCKINNEY

TALES OF

   COME FIND YOUR STORY

3 4

5

W. Virginia St.

W. Louisiana St.

W. Herndon St.

N. W
ood St.

N. Kentucky St.

N. Tennessee St.

N. Johnson St.

N. Chestnut St.

N. Church St.

Benge St. P

P

P

P P

5

P

P

5 2
31

4

1 2

May 6

May 7 

May 13-24,
20-21

May 15

May 24

May 27

Three Amigos! Friday Night Flicks, 8 p.m., $8 general admission, MPAC

Silent Film with Theatre Organ Accompaniment, 7:30 p.m., $14 + discounts 

Sordid Lives, 8 p.m., 2:30 p.m. (May 22), $17 general admission + discounts, 
(mature content and language)

Movie Magic, 3 p.m., $12 reserved + discount, MPAC

Night Court with Judge Raleeh, 6 p.m., free and open to the public, MPAC

Bike the Bricks, 3-11 p.m., free and open to the public, MPAC

Main Events

www.mckinneywine.com

120 W. Virginia St. 
McKinney, TX

Parking in Rear
(972) 542-4636

Tue-Sat 11-9 pm
Sun 12-4 pm 

McKinney’s Only Source for ‘Mamamango’!
A Sparkling Blend of Moscato & Real Mango 

Like a Pre-mixed Mimosa.
Perfect for Mother’s Day!

120 W. Virginia St. 

(972) 542-4636

Tue-Sat 



McKinney Edition • May 2016 11

C
R

 2
6

P
re

st
on

 R
d

.

E. University Dr.

Virginia Pkwy.

C
oi

t 
R

d
.

C
us

te
r 

R
d

.

380

DNT
TOLL

US 380 widening 

Stonebridge Dr.

C
oi

t 
R

d
.

C
us

te
r 

R
d

.

Stacy Rd.

Custer Road expansion

C
us

te
r 

R
d

.

Lake Fo
rest D

r.

W. University Dr.

H
ard

in B
lvd

.

Virginia Pkwy.

C
oit R

d
.

5

380

121 Stacy Rd.

G
raves S

t.

Virginia St.

75

McKinney Ranch Pkwy.
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Lake Forest expansion

US 380 east of the Dallas North Tollway is under-
going construction to widen the roadway to 
accommodate the area’s increased population 
growth, according to the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

The project will be completed in two phases. The 
first phase of construction will widen the highway 
from four to six lanes from Lovers Lane in Prosper 
to Custer Road at the Frisco-McKinney border. 

The second phase will widen US 380 from CR 26 
to Lovers Lane to create a freeway section.

Timeline: October 2015-fall 2018 
Cost: $19.6 million (Lovers Lane to Custer Road) 
$57.9 million (CR 26 to Lovers Lane)
Funding source: TxDOT

The city of Frisco is widening Custer Road from 
Stonebridge Drive to SH 121. The road cuts 
between the Frisco and McKinney city limits and 
sees daily traffic to and from both cities. 

To accommodate the growth in this area, the  
3-mile project will widen the existing four-lane 
roadway to six lanes. 

Construction on this project is 15 percent complete 
and is expected to be completed in the fourth 
quarter of this year sometime between October 
and December, according to Frisco officials. 

Heavy traffic is expected in this area until 
construction is complete. 

Timeline: January-October
Cost: $9.17 million
Funding sources: city of Frisco, Collin County

The city of McKinney is adding an additional lane in 
each direction along Lake Forest Drive from SH 
121 to McKinney Ranch Parkway. 

A turn lane for traffic traveling east on McKinney 
Ranch and turning right onto Lake Forest will 
be added to McKinney Ranch. A turn lane for traffic 
turning left from eastbound SH 121  
to northbound Lake Forest will also be added. 

One lane on Lake Forest will be closed periodically 
between 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily for lane striping. 

The project is nearly complete, and city officials 
said they are anticipating a completion date at the 
end of May or first part of June. 

Timeline: October 2015-June 2016 
Cost: $2.1 million 
Funding sources: Collin County, city of McKinney 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Marthe Rennels

Map not to scale Map not to scale Map not to scale

75

Lake Forest Dr.
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www.emeraldcottages.com

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028 | Located next to The Stonefield Assisted Living & Memory Care Facility

NEWEST SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
NOW OPEN IN MCKINNEY

“Simplify your life with worry-free and 
maintenance-free living!” 

• Spacious 2 Bedroom, 2 Full-Baths 
with Attached Garage

• Fully Equipped Kitchen  
with Granite and Stainless  
Appliances Included

• Laundry Room for Full Size  
Washer and Dryer

• Upgraded Finishes Throughout

Senior Residential Living.

Leasing Quickly!  
Schedule your tour today!
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Atmos Energy
BB&T Bank
The Cheney Group
City of  Frisco
Core Construction
Dr Pepper Snapple Group
FC Dallas
ICS - An AmerisourceBergen Company

KPMG, LLP
Prosper Bank
GNC
Sam Roach Business Center
Texas Bank and Trust
Ben E. Keith 
Chateau Diana
Ironroot Republic Distillery

Celebrity Café & Bakery
Bonnie Ruth’s Café Trottoir Et Patisserie
Estilo Gaúcho Brazilian Steakhouse
Half  Shells
Seasons 52
Honi’s Coffee House

Thank you to everyone that helped make 
Gala 2016 - ONE a HUGE success!
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Developer inches one step closer 
to new McKinney Costco location

By Marthe Rennels 
McKinney City Council approved 

a rezoning request April 5 that allows 
for commercial retail development at 
the northeast corner of Hardin Boule-
vard and US 380.

The 37-acre site, which previously 
allowed residential development 
and will be called 380 at Heading-
ton Heights, could soon be home 
to Costco and several other big-box 
retailers, according to site developers. 

“We are working and have signed an 
agreement with Costco for that corner 
along with six other box retailers and 
some great restaurants and shops,” 
said Eric Seitz, president of Seitz 
Developments. “Our goal is to keep 
pushing through. We’ve had great help 
with the city so far and could not have 
asked for anything more, and we  
look to be able to provide stores for 
the town sometime in the summer  
of [2017].”

The development proposal will have 
to come before council for an official 
vote, and city officials said that could 
take place in May.

Push for more retail
The city is pushing for more retail 

developments by conducting large 
annexations of land planned for retail 
sites and by contracting with The 
Retail Coach to help grow McKinney’s 
retail sector. 

According to a study done by the 
group, the city is losing more than 
$3 billion in retail sales each year to 
surrounding cities because of a lack of 
retail opportunities in McKinney.

According to the study, the city of 
McKinney has the potential for more 
than $5.76 billion worth of annual 
retail sales. Right now, the city is aver-
aging roughly $2.69 billion a year.

According to an October retail 
market analysis, developments similar 

DEVELOPMENT

380 at Headington 
Heights

H
ar

di
n 

Bl
vd

.

380

Taft Ln.

University Dr.

to what Seitz is hoping to bring to the 
area have the potential to bring in 
between $270,000-$308,000 annually  
in property tax and between $1.8 
million-$2.6 million annually in sales 
tax revenue.

According to the analysis, these 
developments bring major retailers 
such as Target, discount department 
stores such as T.J. Maxx and wholesale 
clubs such as Costco with a few small 
tenants. 

These developments often have a 
trade area, or area from which shop-
pers will come, of about five miles. 

The proposed development would turn an empty field into one of the city’s busiest developments.
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Potential development in line with city’s retail vision

CHOOSE your

NATURE TRAILS • DISC GOLF COURSE • FISHING PONDS

NATURE PLAYGROUND • EVENT LAWN • MCKINNEY, TEXAS
KAYAK • SWIMMING POOL • CANOE • HIKE & BIKE TRAILS

BUTTERFLY GARDEN • TRICYCLE RACETRACK • AMPHITHEATER

McKINNEY

75

380

543

TrinityFalls.com
ADVENTURE

Master-Planned Living  |  Move-In Ready Homes from Mid $200s to $500s 

M c K I N N E Y ,  T E X A S
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BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. 
Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. ASTHMA & ALLERGY 
FRIENDLY and ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY LOGO are Certification Marks and Trademarks of ALLERGY STANDARDS 
LIMITED. The ASTHMA AND ALLERGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA is a Registered Trademark of AAFA. Not applicable to 
installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning process. Priced by square foot. As applicable, 

discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING SPECIAL

Cleaning Completed By 6/15/16    Promo Code: 50TILE

$50 OFF

Cleaning Completed By 6/15/16    Promo Code: 25AREA

AREA RUG CLEANING SPECIAL

$25 OFF
asthma & allergy friendly™ Certification applies to Carpet, Tile & Grout, 

and Hardwood Cleaning services only. 

AFTERBEFORE

AFTERBEFORE

Jump Start your 
Garden with

Texas Pure Products  
Compost and Mulch

HEALTHY PLANTS START 
WITH HEALTHY SOIL

The recipe for
success is simple

Amend new beds with equal parts compost 
and soil. Plant, water, mulch and enjoy! Look 

for “how to” videos on our website.

COUPON
10% OFF PRODUCT OF YOUR 10% OFF PRODUCT OF YOUR 

CHOICE OR 50% OFF DELIVERY CHOICE OR 50% OFF DELIVERY CHOICE OR 50% OFF DELIVERY 
FEE WITH PURCHASE OF FEE WITH PURCHASE OF FEE WITH PURCHASE OF 

5CY OR MORE
(1 per household)

972-769-4150
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CITY & COUNTY
News from McKinney Compiled by Marthe Rennels

Construction on city-owned downtown 
development to see November start date

Council OKs two 
new parking lots 

MCKINNEY  A mixed-use develop-
ment planned for a city-owned 9-acre 
site downtown will break ground 
Nov. 7.

During an April 18 City Council 
work session, Robert Shaw, manag-
ing partner of Columbus Realty  
Partners, the site’s developer, 
announced the project’s start date 
and said construction is expected to 
take roughly 18 months.

The city has been working with 
Shaw and the public to solidify plans 
for the site, located to the south and 
east of the historic downtown square.

During the work session, Shaw 

presented the council with revised 
plans for the mixed-use development, 
including specific building heights, 
a pocket park near Chestnut Square 
Historic Village and new street plans.

MCKINNEY  On April 19, McKin-
ney City Council passed a resolution 
to construct two new parking lots in 
downtown McKinney.

The council’s decision came follow-
ing recommendations by the city’s 
newly created parking committee.

The first lot will be located near 
First United Methodist Church on 
the southwest corner of Kentucky 
and Lamar streets. It will add roughly 
96 parking spaces.

The second lot will be located at the 
former Wysong Hospital lot located 
immediately north of City Hall on 
the northeast corner of Tennessee 

City officials hope the development will  
expand downtown’s popularity to its south.
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McKinney City Council
Meetings are scheduled for the first and 
third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St.
972-547-7500.
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board  
of trustees
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
McKinney ISD Administration Building, 
#1 Duvall St. • 469-302-4000 
www.mckinneyisd.net 

Collin County 
Commissioners Court
Meetings are generally held Mondays at  
1:30 p.m. 
Jack Hatchell Administration Building,
2300 Bloomdale Road 
972-548-4100 • www.co.collin.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_mck

TweetingsMeetings

and Hunt streets. The lot will add 
roughly 106 parking spaces. 

City Council will also improve 
wayfinding in and around  
downtown by providing additional 
parking lot identification and  
directional signage. Downtown lots 
will be renumbered, and additional 
lighting of parking lots and sidewalks 
will be added.

City officials said the committee 
will continue meeting to discuss other 
short- and long-term parking options.
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To learn more about Baylor Scott & White, 
visit us online at BaylorHealth.com 

or call 1.800.4BAYLOR.

Our Nurses Are 
Changing Health Care. For Life.®

From the bedside to boardroom, and everywhere in between, Baylor Scott & White Health nurses are exemplifying our standards of excellence 
in their consistent delivery of quality, compassionate patient care.

 
This month, we celebrate our 22 Baylor Scott & White nurses named DFW Great 100 Nurses: 

Gloria Allen 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

George Brown 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Plano

Sharon Bruer 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

Amy Chaloupek 
Baylor Scott & White All Saints Medical Center – Fort Worth

Anita Doyle 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Grapevine

Martha Dwight 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

Virginia Eagan 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Irving 

Eileen Flanagan 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Plano 

Emma Gerio 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

Chelsey Groves 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – McKinney

Brianna Hawkins 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Grapevine

Diana Ingle 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Irving 

Aimee Lanier 
Baylor Women’s Imaging Center at Carrollton 

Cecilia Lijauco 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas 

Ron Mehaffy 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

Marissa Mooney 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Grapevine

Gina Reynolds 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

Faye Rushing 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Grapevine

Diane Short 
Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas

Tara Skoog 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Grapevine

Kristin Swanson 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Carrollton

Carly Witulski 
Baylor Scott & White All Saints Medical Center – Fort Worth 

© 2016 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWH_446_2016 _9.1837X5.5416_tm.
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21 Cultural Music Series—watusi reggae
This family-friendly event features watusi 

reggae music. Concert attendees are encouraged to 
bring blankets, chairs or a picnic basket. 6-8 p.m. Free 
(admission and parking). Finch Park, 301 W. Standifer St.  
972-547-7489. contact-parks@mckinneytexas.org

21 Truckin’ in the Park
The Community Lifeline Center and Baby Booties 

Diaper Bank hosts this event. The family-friendly festival  
includes live music, food trucks, prizes, children’s 
activities and a diaper drive. Guests may also participate  
in a canned food drive. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free.  
Towne Lake Park, 1405 Wilson Creek Parkway.  
www.communitylifeline.org/events/truckin

25 Purses with a Purpose
Attendees of the McKinney Education 

Foundation’s fundraiser could win a bag by Louis 
Vuitton, Burberry or Coach. Funds raised at the event 
benefit MEF grants, scholarships and adviser programs.  
6:30-8 p.m., $35 (per person, includes two raffle 
tickets, additional raffle tickets may be purchased). The 
Sanctuary, 6633 Virginia Parkway. 469-303-6313.  
www.mmeeff.com. eheinicke@mckinneyisd.net

26 through 27  
Bike the Bricks

The closed-course bicycle race gives racers the 
opportunity to compete for a $25,000 prize. Event 
spectators of all ages are invited to this year’s Friday 
night free event in downtown McKinney for cycling, 
camaraderie, and an opportunity to purchase food 
and drink. This year an estimated 500 cyclists 
are participating in the event. 3-11 p.m. Free (for 
spectators), race fees vary. Historic Downtown 
McKinney, 111 N. Tennessee St. 972-547-2660. 
www.bikethebricks.com

Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer 
Band concert 
Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer 

Band return to Frisco as part of Buffet’s “I Don’t 
Know Tour 2016.” This year, special guest ZZ Top 
will perform. Frisco has been a tour stop for Buffet 
since 2007. 7 p.m. Toyota Stadium, 9200 World 
Cup Way, Frisco. 855-492-8053. www.fcdallas.com 

May

07 Franconia Brewery tours
Guests take a tour through the brewery and 

learn firsthand from brewers how Franconia beer is 
made. The tour takes about two hours and educates 
participants on the beer-brewing process and the 
ingredients used to make beer. Reservations are not 
necessary unless a private tour is desired. Beer samples 
are included. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. $5. Franconia Brewery,  
495 McKinney Parkway. 972-542-0705.  
www.franconiabrewing.com. Franconia@tx.rr.com.

07 Annual car show
Stonebridge United Methodist Church is 

hosting its annual event to benefit Family Promise of 
Collin County, which aims to provide food, shelter and 
support services families. 8 a.m.–noon. Free, donations 
accepted. Stonebridge United Methodist Church,  
1800 S. Stonebridge Drive. 972-529-5601. 
www.mysumc.org. todd.adkins@hpe.com.

14 Second Saturday bird walks
The Heard Museum and Prairie & Timbers 

Audubon Society offer guided walks at the Heard 
Sanctuary. The walks are intended to help beginning and 
intermediate birders with bird spotting and identification 
techniques. Prairie, woodland and wetland habitats are 
included in walks. 8-9 a.m. $10. 972-562-5566.  
1 Nature Place. www.heardmuseum.org.

13 through 14  
Old Red Lumberyard Sale

The market is a collection of vendors offering unique 
vintage items and antiques, such as furniture, dishes, 
linens, and art. The market is held the weekend prior 
to the Third Monday sale. The Old Red Lumberyard is 
located just East of the downtown McKinney Square. 
Free. 600 E. Louisiana St. 972-542-8774. 
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels

Find more or submit McKinney events at  
communityimpact.com/mck-calendar.

To have McKinney events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

The Celt
100 N. Tennessee St.• 972-562-2929
www.theceltmckinney.com
13   Go Solo, 8 p.m.
14   String Theory, 6 p.m.
20   Rory Payne, 8 p.m.
21   Ain’t Misbehavin’, 8 p.m.

Hanks Texas Grill
1310 N. Central Expy. • 972-542-5144
www.hankstexasgrill.com
7   Dirty River Boys, 8 p.m.
11   Tyler Roger Band,  9 p.m.
13   Charlie Robison, 8 p.m.
28   Zane Williams, 9:30 p.m.

Featured LIVE MUSIC

L U N C H  S P E C I A L  $ 7 . 9 9  O R  L E S S 
M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y  1 1 : 0 0  A M  -  2 : 0 0  P M

3 0  M E N U  I T E M S  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

1 0 0  N .  T E N N E S S E E  S T. • M C K I N N E Y
9 7 2 . 5 6 2 . 2 9 2 9
W W W.T H E C E L T M C K I N N E Y. C O M

L I V E  M U S I C  -  T U E S ,  T H U R S , 
F R I ,  S A T  A N D  S U N
L I V E  T R I V I A  -  W E D
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Tom Muehlenbeck
Interim city manager
By Marthe Rennels 

I nterim City Manager Tom Mue-
hlenbeck has spent 47 years in city 
management, worked in numer-

ous cities throughout the country and 
even tried to retire once. However, as 
McKinney works to hire a new city 
manager this summer, Muehlenbeck 
reflects on the path that brought him 
to his pending retirement.

As a child, Muehlenbeck served his 
community as a Boy Scout and when 
he began college, he quickly began 
searching for a field that would allow 
him to continue that service.

“I began college in the early ’60s 
and was looking for something I could 
really latch onto,” he said. “A professor 
took me under his wing and said he 
thought I would be good for public 
administration. I said, ‘Great, what is 
public administration?’”

Muehlenbeck said his professor got 
him an internship. The rest is history.

“I just loved it,” he said. “All I was 
doing was working. I was researching 
years of the rise and fall of dollars 
and expenditures, and I just loved it. I 
wanted to do away with college right 
then, but he wrote a glowing letter to 
the University of Kansas, which was 
at that time and still is the premier 
school for public administration, and I 
was accepted.”

Muehlenbeck, with his master’s 
degree in public administration, 
accepted his first job in Hutchinson, 
Kansas. A few years later, he took a job 
in College Park, Georgia, just outside 
of Atlanta. 

“That was my first real opportu-
nity dealing with inter-governmental 
operations,” he said. “We were dealing 
with the city of Atlanta, the regional 
airport and the county. It was a great 
job, but I wanted to get to a bigger city, 
and I wanted to get back to Texas.”

Muehlenbeck’s next job, in a town 
on the Georgia-Florida state line 

named Valdosta, inched him closer 
to his goal when after two years he 
received a call from the city of Gal-
veston. Muehlenbeck and his wife, 
Myrtle, made the trip to Galveston for 
an interim city manager position.

“We stayed in an old hotel that had 
a window unit over the door, and it 
was making all kinds of racket,” he 
said. “Shortly after we had finally got 
to sleep, at about 3 a.m., we got a call 
from the front desk. ‘Mr. Muehlen-
beck is your wallet there?’ I said no. 
‘Well, we have it down at the front 
desk.’ Sure enough, my money and 
credit cards were gone. There was an 
article about it in the paper the next 
day. My wife was so embarrassed—
here was the new man for the job and 
he only had $13 
in his wallet and 
they put that 
figure in  
the paper.”

Muehlenbeck 
made his way 
from an interim 
position in 
Galveston to a 
deputy city man-
ager role in Austin before accepting a 
position in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

“Virginia Beach has the best form of 
local government I’ve ever seen in my 
life,” he said. “They don’t have a city 
within a county, they have a city or a 
county. The county provides all the 
services a city would provide and the 
city provides all the services a county 
would provide. Even the school budget 
comes through the city for approval. 
We just loved it there, but I wanted to 
go back to Texas so badly.”

His opportunity soon came in 1987 
when he accepted the city manager 
role in Plano, a position he held for 23 
years before retiring in 2011. 

“Plano always had a very 
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FEBRUARY APRILMARCH MAY

Feb.  23
Application process began

March 28
Application period closed

May 2
Selection of finalist group and 
public announcement of finalists

May 11
Final interviews with City 
Council and selection

April 13
Review of resumes is complete

Background investigation on 
selected top candidates begin

April 29
First round of interviews 
with City Council

May 10
Public “meet the 
candidates” reception

professional council,” he said. “I think 
a city manager can either be suc-
cessful or a failure depending on the 
public officials. You have to have that 
trust between the officials and the city 
manager. If you don’t have that, you 
need to hang it up. It takes a long time 
to build that trust and only a short 
time to tarnish it.”

Muehlenbeck credits his success in 
Plano to the growth moving north 

from Dallas, 
adding that he 
happened to 
be “in the right 
place at the right 
time.”

Muehlenbeck 
made such an 
impact on the 
city that in 
November 2007, 

the Tom Muehlenbeck Center opened. 
The 83,000-square-foot, $23 million 
center features an indoor and outdoor 
pool, a fitness center, an indoor track, 
a gym, game room, classrooms and a 
community lobby.

When asked what it feels like to 
have a municipal fitness center named 
in his honor, Muehlenbeck said, “It’s 
surreal.”

“I feel a lot of humility,” he said. 
“I still drive by there every now and 
then and think of how much money 
they could have saved on that sign 
had I had a shorter name—the biggest 
regret I have is not having a shorter 
name.”

Although he said Plano was a “very 

special” place, he retired in 2011. 
His retirement was short.
“I wanted to get back into city man-

agement,” he said. “I am a structured 
person; I’ve been doing the same thing 
for 47 years. The agenda I had, the 
meetings I had, the interactions with 
the community—oh, I just missed that 
so much.”

In 2014 the city of McKinney 
offered Muehlenbeck the chance to 
return to a career he said made him 
“very happy.”

“McKinney had some work to 
get done; they needed to continue 
improve on their systems, and there 
are a number of department heads 
that I am still trying to get into place 
before I leave,” he said. 

Muehlenbeck said there are sev-
eral tasks the new city manager will 
have to undertake, including hiring 
a new assistant manager, developing 
procedures and protocols for the city, 
determining the location for a new 
municipal complex and continuing to 
update city facilities.

Although his eyes are fixed on 
McKinney’s future, he is leaving his 
own future in limbo. 

“I am really not concerned about 
what I will do after this. Isn’t that bra-
zen?” he said. “If something happens 
after this, then that’s great, but I am 
a lot more at rest now than I was the 
first time I retired.”

His contract with the city expires 
May 31, though he has offered to 
remain until a new manager is hired.

Interim City Manager Tom Muehlenbeck will retire this summer. 

City manager 
hiring process

Source: city of McKinney/Community Impact Newspaper

“I think a city 
manager can either 
be successful or a 
failure depending on 
the public officials.”

—Tom Muehlenbeck, interim city manager
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U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, speaks at Community Impact Newspaper headquarters April 1.

John Cornyn
U.S. senator, R-Texas
By JJ Velasquez

Confirming a new U.S. Supreme Court justice should be delayed until the 
next president takes office, said U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas.

During a visit to Community Impact Newspaper headquarters April 1, Cornyn 
discussed the federal minimum wage, a decision Cornyn said he would prefer 
to see controlled by states; how a recent federal highway bill will address traffic 
congestion in major Texas metropolitan areas; and his 2008 vote supporting the 
federal bailout of major financial institutions.

Prior to his election to the U.S. Senate in 2002, Cornyn served as a Texas 
Supreme Court justice and as Texas attorney general. As majority whip in the  
Senate, Cornyn said he aims to ensure Republicans in the Senate maintain disci-
pline and that votes are in line with the party’s policies.

Why did the Senate decide 
to withhold hearings for 
confirming the next Supreme 
Court justice?

Given the fact that [the parties] are 
divided on that issue, I felt like we should 
take the time we do have to do things 
where there is consensus—things like 
criminal justice reform, mental health 
reform and the like, some of the things 
we’ve done this year. I would just say 
it’s an unfortunate development, but it’s 
kind of where we are. I don’t believe … 
it’s really about [Supreme Court nominee 
Merrick Garland] so much as it is the 
impact of the Supreme Court on our 
society and the fact that the next justice 
will affect the balance of power on the 
Supreme Court for the next generation.

Do you see the Senate or anyone 
in Washington looking at the 
federal minimum wage now and 
making any changes?

There are always people who advocate 
that the federal government ought to 
mandate more things, including how 
much you pay your employees or how 
much a fast-food worker gets. And we’re 
all for people making more money; that’s 

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

great. I’d say why make it $15 an hour? 
Why not make it $100 an hour? The 
simple answer to that is you can’t have 
an effective business model with those 
sorts of overhead and costs. So really you 
ought to leave that to the marketplace, 
where those decisions are made.

How will the five-year,  
$305 billion federal bill signed 
in December help relieve traffic 
congestion in Austin, Houston 
and Dallas?

We’ve seen the consequences of 
[traffic congestion]. It strangles com-
merce, people going back and forth 
taking their kids to school. … The 
city manager from Georgetown at the 
meeting we attended [April 1] was just 
telling me about making sure they had 
the flexibility to do smart lanes and … 
using technology to figure out when the 
traffic is flowing and to provide people 
incentives, perhaps, if they want to pay 
a little bit more to get better access. ... 
If not, everybody’s got the opportunity 
to drive on the highway and not have 
to pay more than the gas tax. It’s a huge 
challenge, and I don’t think anybody’s 
got a perfect answer for it.

Why did you decide to vote for 
the federal bailout in 2008?

All of the experts, from [then-U.S. 
Secretary of the Treasury] Hank 
Paulson to the George [W.] Bush White 
House, said that if we didn’t do this 
that we would see a complete meltdown 
of the U.S. financial system, and it 
would have a devastating impact on the 
country. It really transcended political 
consideration.

Would you vote for it again?
I wouldn’t change the vote I made 

back then. I hope I never have to vote 
for something like that again.

Is the political scene viewed 
differently now from when you 
first took office?

I’m not sure exactly how [the 
presidential primaries are] going to 
work out, but I’m a pretty optimistic 
person. I also think rather than having 
someone come in and impose things 
on us, we’re free to choose our leaders 
ourselves, and this is the process by 
which we do it. It’s not always pretty. ... 
My hope is that we are sort of working 
through a period here that we’ll look 

back on and say, ‘Boy, that was strange.’ 
We’ll get back into a better place.

Would you change anything 
about your decision 21 years ago 
as a Texas Supreme Court justice 
to uphold the Robin Hood school 
finance law?

There was quite a pushback [to my 
1995 decision] because some school 
districts in the state have benefited 
from the large and wealthy [school 
district] tax base. You had some school 
districts where students were receiv-
ing roughly $19,000 or $20,000 per 
student in terms of tax-based support, 
and others, because they lived in other 
poorer tax bases, getting a couple 
thousand dollars. The [Texas Supreme 
Court] back in 1989 said that [dispar-
ity] was unconstitutional. … As long 
as our courts are [financing schools] 
based on property tax and sales tax 
with disparate tax bases … it’s going 
to be hard.

Watch video of the full interview 
with U.S. Sen. John Cornyn at 

communityimpact.com/cwicornyn.
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McKinney builds bridge to FISD school Hotel planned for Stonebriar Centre
FRISCO  In a joint project, the 
city of Frisco, McKinney Parks 
and Recreation Department and 
Frisco ISD are constructing a bridge 
and trail area leading to FISD’s 
Mooneyham Elementary School.

The McKinney Parks and Recre-
ation Department is undertaking 
construction of the bridge, which 
is being manufactured off-site. The 
department is also constructing 
additional safety railing and fencing 
at the bridge entries. The department 
is hoping to finish the project by the 
beginning of the next school year. 

Rhoda Savage, director of the 
McKinney Parks and Recreation 
Department, said the city became 
part of the project because it involved 
McKinney students who attend an 
FISD school and often use a McKin-
ney park.

In 2012, FISD withdrew busing 
privileges for about 150 students 

attending Mooneyham when the 
completion of nearby streets made 
their travel distance less than 2 miles. 
When those busing privileges were 
eliminated, it caused an issue with 
students cutting across a drainage 
ditch to reach the school instead of 
following the available sidewalks, 
FISD officials said. 

The city of Frisco has completed 
its portion of the project, which 
included sidewalks and connected 
trails.

Full story by Nicole Luna
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FRISCO  A Hyatt Regency 
Hotel is planned for Frisco’s 
Stonebriar Centre.

Frisco City Council approved an 
agreement April 5 to purchase the 
hotel’s conference center for  
$10.5 million.

The Frisco Economic Development 
Corp. board still has to vote on a 
performance agreement for the hotel 
in which the FEDC would contrib-
ute $3 million toward the cost of the 
hotel’s infrastructure. The Frisco 
Community Development Corp. 
also has to vote on the agreement to 
potentially provide $3 million if the 
project does not qualify for all of the 
FEDC funding. The Hyatt is planned 
to have 15 stories and 295 rooms. It 
is planned to attach to the mall on 
the ground floor and will feature 
a parking garage with at least 800 
parking spaces. The Frisco Council 
also approved a separate agreement 
during the meeting to fund up to $15 

million for the cost of the parking 
garage.

Plans for the Hyatt also include a 
3,000-square-foot space that the city 
will lease for $1 per year for 20 years 
for the development of a city library.

The hotel’s conference center is 
expected to be at least 50,000 square 
feet and will include two ballrooms 
and additional breakout spaces. The 
city plans to purchase the conference 
center upon the hotel’s completion. 
 
Full story by Lindsey Juarez
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Cities meet to discuss possible 
revisions to water district contract
PLANO  Representatives from 
the North Texas Municipal Water 
District’s 13 member cities met 
March 30 at the district’s Wylie 
office to discuss how to explore 
possible amendments to their 
water contract with the district. 

The contract was last amended 
in 1988 and determines each city’s 
proportionate share of the regional 
system costs. It also includes rates set 
by the district based on each city’s 
historical peak usage. 

NTMWD Executive Director Tom 
Kula said he knew of at least five 
member cities that could exceed their 
peak rate level usage this year. 

Because of the way the contract 
with the NTMWD is structured, 
any time a city sets a new high water 
usage level in a single year—known 
as the minimum annual demand—it 

is obligated to pay the district for at 
least that much water in following 
years, regardless of whether it actu-
ally uses that much again. 

McKinney pays for 10.1 billion 
gallons of water per year—a historic 
maximum set in 2007.

The last time the city came close to 
reaching its historic maximum was 
in 2013 when the city used 8.9 billion 
gallons—despite losing 28 percent of 
its water supply in 2014 because of 
aging pipes.

Interim City Manager Tom Mue-
hlenbeck said although the member 
cities support the capital needs of the 
district, the district should also  
understand the capital needs of the 
member cities. 

“[The NTMWD’s rate increases] 
are impacting our local budgets for 
water and sewer,” Muehlenbeck said. 
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“We have capital needs that are going 
unmet because we cannot afford to 
raise the rates to compensate not only 
for the purchase of water, whether we 
use it or not, but also needed capital 
improvements to the tune of $30 
[million] to $35 million a year that 
we need. We just can’t afford both of 
them, [and] we cannot impact our 
ratepayers to that extent.”

During the meeting, members were 
asked whether they wanted to  
participate in a study group that 
would review the contract and sug-
gest revisions.

The study group, which is the first 
of its kind in the district’s 65-year 
history, will consist of city-appointed 
representatives, members of the water 
district and a team of water rate and 
management experts appointed by 
the district and/or the member cities. 

The group will hold monthly 
meetings to determine how the 
member-city contract could better 
reflect current regional factors such 
as drought and population growth.

 
Full story by Kelley Crimmins 
Marthe Rennels contributed to this story

Officials from the North Texas Municipal Water District’s member cities listen as NTMWD  
Executive Director Tom Kula (right) explains the district’s history.

Receive regular 
emails with local 
news you can use 

Learn about nearby 
business openings,  
development & more 

Preview stories from the 
forthcoming print edition 
before it’s in mailboxes

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE EMAIL NEWSLETTER!



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22

Affordable
Design by Cierra Aiken

Qualifying incomes for affordable housing vary depending on the development, and affordable rents range in price depending 
on the household income and the apartment size. The income restrictions in McKinney are based on the area median family 
income in the Dallas Metropolitan Statistical Area, which includes McKinney and the surrounding cities.

DALLAS MSA QUALIFYING INCOME LEVELS BY HOUSEHOLDS
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Affordable housing
Continued from | 1

compliance with fair-housing laws, 
Loughmiller said, but the result of the 
lawsuit was the construction of Mil-
lennium, which was completed in July 
2015 and includes 130 units reserved 
for low-income residents, and Post 
Oak Apartments, which is expected to 
be complete this summer and includes 
another 130 units for low-income res-
idents.

The city in April also broke 
ground on a rehabilitation project at 
Newsome Homes in east McKinney, 
which is expected to drastically increase 
the density and quality of life for senior 
citizens dependent upon public hous-
ing, according to MHA officials.

Newsome Homes is a 64-unit prop-
erty built more than 50 years ago along 
SH 5 on the city’s east side. Jeremiah 
Hammer, vice-chairman of the MHA 
board of commissioners, said Newsome 
was in desperate need of a rehabilita-
tion project. 

“Newsome Homes was beyond the 
scope of what we could reasonably 
repair and upgrade,” Hammer said. 
“The site has been plagued with issues 
for years, from deteriorating pipes and 
underground infrastructure to the lack 
of gutters and modern drainage. Above 
ground, the structures were completely 
out of date. They were built when 
clothes dryers weren’t widely afford-
able, but clotheslines were, so all of the 
units had clotheslines outside.”

When redevelopment is complete 
in February, Newsome will consist of 
a $21.6 million three-story apartment 

available—a 4 percent tax credit and 
a 9 percent tax credit. Both have spe-
cific requirements and represent either 
4 percent or 9 percent of the present 
value of the eligible costs of a low-in-
come housing project. 

In order to accomplish the Newsome 
redevelopment, the MHA turned to 
the HUD’s and Urban Development’s 
Rental Assistance Demonstration. 
According to HUD, the RAD program 

complex with 180 low-income units.  
The recent projects have led to con-

tinued discussion about the need for 
more affordable housing options in 
McKinney. 

Project funding
Tax credits, distributed by U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to the Texas Department 
of Housing and Community Affairs 
then distributed to MHA, were used in 
combination with private development 
dollars to build Millennium and Post 
Oak Apartments.  

Tax credits can be purchased by 
investors, usually banks or other large 
institutions, according to the TDHCA. 
The funds generated from the purchase 
are counted as equity for the develop-
ment, and in exchange for purchasing 
the credits the investor uses them to 
offset various taxes for a 15-year period. 

“After 15 years, those purchasers can 
sell those tax credits to anyone they 
want. In our agreement they are sell-
ing them back to us,” said Justin Beller, 
chairman of the MHA board of com-
missioners. “So over a 15-year period of 
time, you have taken a public housing 
site that depends on HUD and turned 
it into a publicly owned site financed 
using money from private funding, pri-
vate debt and private equity coming in 
from buying tax credits that eventually 
expire.”

Beller said the financing allows the 
MHA to make improvements as needed 
without waiting for government fund-
ing or approval since the property is 
owned by private developers, tax credit 
holders and the MHA.

There are two types of tax credits 

was created in order to give public  
housing authorities such as the MHA 
a tool to preserve and improve pub-
lic housing properties and address 
the nationwide $26 billion backlog of 
deferred maintenance. 

Beller said RAD allows public hous-
ing agencies to leverage public and 
private debt and equity so they can 
reinvest in the public housing stock. 
Beller said the MHA was one of the first 

 housing
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A 2015 report by the National Low Income Housing Coalition 
examined the cost of rents nationwide to determine housing 
affordability throughout the U.S. The report used data from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. 
Census Bureau, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Department of 
Labor and the Social Security Administration. 

Fair market rents McKinney tax 
credit housingTexas

The city of McKinney has 12 tax credit housing 
developments with a total of 2,015 housing tax 

credit units.

FAIR MARKET 
RENT FOR A 
TWO-BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

$921

MINIMUM 
WAGE $7.25 

RENT AFFORDABLE 
WITH FULL-TIME 
MINIMUM WAGE JOB

$377

McKinney Housing Authority officials said 
individuals dependent upon affordable housing 

include senior citizens, college students, teachers, 
firefighters, police officers, single mothers and 

day care workers.

RENT 
AFFORDABLE 
AT AVERAGE 

RENTER WAGE

$903

AVERAGE 
RENTER WAGE
$16.62

HOURLY WAGE NEEDED 
FOR A TWO-BEDROOM

$17.71
2,015 1,154 236

1  Creek Point Apartments
2  Skyway Villas
3  Merritt Homes
4  Tuscany at Wilson Creek
5  Treymore at McKinney

6  Lakes of Eldorado

7  Millennium Apartments

8  Country Lane Seniors Community

9  Grand Texas Seniors Community

10 Grand Reserve Seniors Community 

11  Towne Creek

12  Woodside Village

Sources: National Low Income Housing Coalition Out 
of Reach 2015 study, nlihc.org, city of McKinney, Plano 
Housing Authority, 2014 American Community Survey, U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development/ 
Community Impact Newspaper
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37%

AVERAGE 
RENTER WAGE

$17.36PER  
HOUR

PER  
HOUR

2.4
A PERSON NEEDS

AT MINIMUM WAGE TO AFFORD 
A TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT 
IN COLLIN COUNTY

FULL-TIME  

JOBS 

APARTMENT

Collin County

Total low-income  
units per city

three housing authorities in the state to  
participate in the program. 

The RAD program combined with a 
4 percent tax credit allowed the New-
some redevelopment to be more than 
80 percent funded by private debt and 
tax credit equity.

Future project need
The success of the Newsome ven-

ture and the addition of more afford-
able housing options on the city’s west 
side has led the MHA to begin looking 
at redeveloping its other properties,  
Beller said. 

The 86-unit Merritt Homes, located 

do Newsome Homes was because there 
was money from the city, and ultimately 
the McKinney Community Develop-
ment Corp. had a hand in that,” he said. 
“It’s hard for me to sit here and proac-
tively say that we will commit dollars to 
something when we don’t know what 
those dollars would be, how much it 
would cost or what we are working on.”

Loughmiller said available funding 
makes it easier for the city to commit to 
projects. However, he said the city must 

on North Tennessee Street north of 
downtown McKinney, was built in the 
1960s and has infrastructure issues 
similar to Newsome. MHA Executive 
Director Roslyn Miller said the hous-
ing authority plans to submit an appli-
cation to the TDHCA in January for 9 
percent tax credits. In order to receive 
these credits, MHA would need the city 
to deem the area a revitalization zone, 
a subject not yet discussed by council.

However, Loughmiller said city par-
ticipation in any future project depends 
on the cost of the projects and whether 
the city has room within its budget. 

“One of the reasons we were able to 

determine whether there is a need for 
additional affordable housing, and if so, 
decide what the city’s responsibility is 
in providing that. 

“If it is a countywide issue, what 
is happening in the other cities?” he 
said. “Quite frankly, there is an issue 
of whether you are building something 
that is for the people who already live 
here or building something that will 
effectively be a draw to people from 
other cities because those cities are not 
providing affordable housing.”

Miller said the MHA is roughly 5,000 
units shy of meeting current demand 
for affordable housing and was forced to 
cap its waiting lists at a total of 500 peo-
ple for both housing choice vouchers—
used to subsidize a portion of a person’s 
or family’s monthly rent—and public  
housing units. 

“The city of McKinney is the county 
seat and the No. 1 place to live in the 
country, so as families grow and people 
come back from college and continue 
to move to this area there is a greater 
demand for affordable housing in this 
area,” she said. 

Miller said anyone can apply for an 
open waiting list, but generally when a 
housing authority posts those lists they 
do so in local newspapers and with 
local social service agencies. 

Loughmiller said he requested a 
breakdown of the lists to determine the  
number of the city’s residents on them. 

“I want to know where these peo-
ple are coming from,” he said. “Are 
they actually all McKinney residents, 
or are they coming from other areas? 
Our responsibility is to the people who 
live here. We know we are growing; we 
know that people are moving here; but 
we won’t handle the responsibility to 
make sure that anybody who wants to 
move to McKinney can do so.”

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Senior tax credit housing developments

Tax credit housing developments

MCKINNEY PLANO FRISCO

Saturdays, 8am to Noon
at the corner of

Anthony & McDonald
McKinney, TX, 75069

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW!
MCKINNEYTOURDECOOP.COM

CHESTNUTSQUARE.ORG | 972.562.8790

APRIL 30 — TOUR DE COOP
MCKINNEYʼS CHICKEN COOP TOUR

WINTER MARKET
MARCH 5 & 19

WEEKLY MARKET
BEGINS APRIL 2

Top Celebrated
Market in Texas

McKinneyFarmersMarket.com

Saturdays, 8am to Noon
at the corner of

Anthony & McDonald
McKinney, TX, 75069

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW!
MCKINNEYTOURDECOOP.COM

CHESTNUTSQUARE.ORG | 972.562.8790

APRIL 30 — TOUR DE COOP
MCKINNEYʼS CHICKEN COOP TOUR

WINTER MARKET
MARCH 5 & 19

WEEKLY MARKET
BEGINS APRIL 2

Top Celebrated
Market in Texas

McKinneyFarmersMarket.com

ALL TEXAS, ALL THE TIME!
Saturdays, 8am to Noon

at the corner of Anthony & McDonald
MCKINNEY, TX, 75069

Thursdays, 3-6pm
Adriatica, Virginia Parkway

MCKINNEY, TX 75070

In honor
and celebration

of Mother’s Day.

FROM THE SMALLEST ACTS OF 
KINDNESS TO A LIFETIME FILLED 
WITH LOVE, WE ARE ENDLESSLY 

GRATEFUL FOR THE WOMEN WHO 
NURTURE AND INSPIRE US—TODAY 
AND EVERY DAY. HAPPY MOTHER’S 
DAY FROM YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY 

MEMORIAL® PROFESSIONALS.214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV
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ADDING NEW ROADWAYS

The county’s plan 
to increase mobility 
includes increasing 
capacity along US 
380 and SH 78, 
further expanding 
the outer loop, and 
adding a new north/
south thoroughfare 
between US 75 and 
Lavon Lake.

Sources: Collin County, city of McKinney, North Central Texas Council of Governments/Community Impact Newspaper

Collin County 
Outer Loop

Dallas North 
Tollway extension

Potential north/
south connector

US 380

parkways and freeways, especially 
when compared with neighboring 
counties.

Lack of infrastructure coupled with 
limited mobility, population growth, 
and the possible future availability of 
state funds has prompted county com-
missioners, the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments and several 
county cities to work together to add 
more roadway miles to the map.

In November, Texas voters approved 
Proposition 7, a constitutional amend-
ment that diverts $2.5 billion each fiscal 
year from the general sales and use tax 
revenue, and dedicates 35 percent of 
motor vehicle sales tax revenue, to the 
State Highway Fund. Proposition 7 is 
intended to provide funding for non-
tolled roads and helps reduce transpor-
tation-related debt. 

The release of these funds is set to 
begin in fiscal year 2018-19. 

In order to increase the region’s 
chance of securing Proposition 7 
funds, NCTCOG is seeking consensus 
between county and city officials on 
potential road projects.

 “We still don’t have an allocation 
method and the revenues don’t even 
start until 2018, but [Proposition 7 
funds give] us a chance to catch up 

Collin County, bring more transpor-
tation that isn’t tolled and to bring a 
better balance to the distribution of 
projects,” NCTCOG Director of Trans-
portation Michael Morris said.

Mobility in McKinney
For the city of McKinney, US 75 

remains a priority. Construction to 
widen US 75 through McKinney was 
completed last winter. Prior to that, 
northbound drivers coming from Dal-
las experienced delays when US 75 bot-
tlenecked from 
four lanes to two 
lanes at SH 121, 
the city’s southern 
border.

Now, the NCT-
COG and the 
Texas Depart-
ment of Trans-
portation are 
working to widen 
US 75 from I-635 
in Dallas to SH 
121 that could again cause McKinney 
to act as a choke point for travelers. The 
project requires consensus from cities 
along the corridor before construction 
can begin, but McKinney leaders are 
already anticipating its impact. 

City Council Member Randy Pogue 
said TxDOT divides roads into sec-
tions, one of them being US 75 from 

I-635 to SH 121. Two and a half years 
ago Pogue said McKinney passed a 
resolution asking TxDOT to include 
McKinney within that section.

“So far they have acknowledged that 
request but have done nothing about 
it,” Pogue said. “TxDOT is going to 
go back in and [isolate] our section of 
US 75 with an expansion project run-
ning from I-635 to SH 121. That keeps 
us as a choke point. [US 75] should be 
looked at as a whole through McKinney 
because, frankly, we will end up having 

a larger popula-
tion than Plano 
at some point, 
and we ought to 
be starting to act 
like it.”

Pogue said if 
initial construc-
tion on US 75   
again does not 
include McKin-
ney, the project 
could stall eco-

nomic development as businesses look-
ing to relocate will be faced with two 
options: move to southern portions of 
the county where construction along 
US 75 is complete, or move to McKin-
ney and battle construction along US 
75. 

“Businesses won’t relocate to an area 
where access is restricted,” Pogue said. 

“Alternatively, with residential develop-
ment, they won’t stay away because of 
the growth that’s coming. It is just dis-
ruptive. It puts us at an uneven playing 
field with our sister cities with which 
we are competing—Allen and Plano.”

When Cabela’s was relocating to Col-
lin County, Pogue said the company 
had a choice among McKinney, Allen 
and Plano but ultimately selected Allen 
because infrastructure was complete. 

“If you were to think about it with a 
perspective of the last few years, would 
[Cabela’s] have wanted to be on US 75 
in Allen when it was already pristine or 
would they have rather been in McK-
inney where it was under construction 
and choked? That’s why I want this 
future project to be planned as a whole, 
include McKinney and not force us to 
be a chokehold again.”

While the city focuses on US 75, 
county officials are hoping to add 
another north/south thoroughfare 
between US 75 and Lavon Lake as  
well as expand and extend existing 
roadways.

 Potential road plans
Collin County commissioners have 

named four major thoroughfares as 
top priority projects, including US 
380; SH 78; the proposed expansion of 
the outer loop, which county officials 
hope will be the area’s next I-635, and a 

Infrastructure
Continued from | 1

“...I want this future 
project to be planned 
as a whole, include 
McKinney and not 
force us to be a 
chokehold again. ”

—Randy Pogue, council member

LAVON 
LAKE

COLLIN COUNTY OUTER LOOP

NORTH/SOUTH CONNECTOR

DALLAS NORTH TOLLWAY

US 380
County and regional officials hope to revamp US 380 
into a limited-access roadway to increase mobility. 
According to the county, US 380 will see more 
than 60,000 drivers daily by 2035 and has current 
capacity for 35,000 drivers. McKinney officials said 
there is not enough right of way to turn the road into 
a limited-access roadway.

The Dallas North Tollway, which ends at US 380, 
will eventually extend 18 miles north of Frisco, 
according to North Texas Tollway Authority officials. 
The tollway serves as the major artery in the far 
west portion of Collin County.

County officials hope to gain consensus from 
cities in this corridor to construct a north/south 
thoroughfare to serve as relief for US 75. Right now, 
US 75 is the only major north/south roadway in the 
county. Regional leaders are working through plans 
to widen US 75 from I-635 to SH 121, which could 
cause traffic issues on US 75 through McKinney.

Collin County has been working since 2002 to 
construct the outer loop. Officials said the road 
could be the next I-635 in terms of moving people 
across the county. Pieces of the road have been 
built near Melissa and the county is working to 
develop the roadway in the east and between 
Preston Road and the Dallas North Tollway.
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new north-south thoroughfare west of 
Lavon Lake and east of US 75. 

Officials want to revamp US 380 
into a limited-access roadway to allow 
increased mobility. However, McKin-
ney Mayor Brian Loughmiller said in 
order for the roadway to be expanded, 
the county would need at least 300 feet 
of right-of-way, which he said is “simply 
not there.” 

“I know there have been talks about 
having US 380 become a limited-ac-
cess freeway but the reality is—at least 
on the Collin County side—there is 
not enough right-of-way to do that,” 
Loughmiller said. “At best, through 
McKinney, there may be roughly 100-
150 feet of right of way available. We 
have developments happening, and 
more are planned. When development 
is already there you just don’t have the 
right of way available to commit to a 
limited-access freeway.”

The lack of available right of way 
could be a problem for local leaders 
moving forward, but the goal remains 
the same.

“We need to find a way to increase 
the number of limited-access roadways 
in this county,” Collin County Com-
missioner Chris Hill said. “We know 
we need more of these roadways, and 
putting them in place where develop-
ment is already in existence is going to 

be very tricky.”
Hill said there is a real possibility that 

some cities will decline participation in 
certain projects.

“Just because we don’t improve the 
road does not mean people will stop 
driving on it. It just means that traffic 
will become more choked, and even-
tually people will scream out for more 
improved roadways,” he said. “Region-
ally, if we have a community who says 
they will not be a part of improving that 
roadway or do not want the roadway 
improved then we will always be look-
ing for other options.”

Loughmiller said finding consen-
sus  on projects can be done, especially 
among cities north of SH 121 where 
right of way is available.

“I think we can get consensus if 
everyone comes in with the idea and 
understanding that we want expansion 
and additional roads, but we want it in 
a way where we can still develop eco-
nomically,” he said. “So yes, I think we 
can get there. I think most of the may-
ors and commissioners are saying the 
same thing, it’s just the details of how 
that can happen that we need to wade 
through.”

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

FUNDING

LIMITED-ACCESS ROADWAYS
Area officials looking to further the region’s transportation system said Collin 
County is significantly lacking in limited-access roadways, such as interstate 
highways, parkways and freeways, in comparison with surrounding counties.

Collin County Judge Keith Self said he is working on an alternate source of funding 
to expand and add county roads. Self said his plan, which must be approved by 
the state, would acquire state sales tax revenue generated within a specific section 
of roadway, generally including a half mile on either side, and insert those funds 
back into roadway improvements needed in that specific section. His proposal is 
similar to a tax increment reinvestment zone, a mechanism used by cities to spur 
development or redevelopment in specific areas or neighborhoods.
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Granite • Marble • Quartz • Glass Shower Enclosures • Custom Framed Mirrors And More

Now Offering Tile Backsplash!

Where Unique Meets Amazing

2160 West Princeton Drive (Hwy 380) | Princeton, TX 75407

NEW SHOWROOM HOURS:

Monday; by appointment only | Tuesday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Saturday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

(972) 529-2140  |  jubileecompany.com  |  jubileeshowerdoors.com

traditional 
mexican cuisine 
faithful to the 
true flavors of 

mexico

complementary 
dessert with  

entree purchase 
Not Valid on Lunch Combos or 

To Go Orders. Exp 6/1/16.

Brunch
on Sundays 

from 10:30am to 3pm

119 W. Virginia St. • McKinney • 214.548.4258 • www.biensalsa.com
(Located in Historic Downtown McKinney)
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The Grand Estates of McKinney offers 
luxury apartments and townhomes 
with several different plan floor options. 
Located just off US 75 and SH 121, 
the Grand Estates of McKinney offers 
easy access to major thoroughfares, 
shopping, dining and amenities.

75070

Number of units: 453

Square footage: 430-1,309 

Unit features*:
•  hardwood floors
•  granite countertops
•  walk-in closets

Office hours: 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Sat.,  
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday

Listed one-bedroom starting price range: 
608 living sq. ft.: $953-$995  
726 living sq. ft.: $1,000-$1,100

Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 
1,046 living sq. ft.: $1,255-$1,301 
1,170 living sq. ft.: $1,310-$1,369

Listed three-bedroom starting price 
range: 

1,309 living sq. ft.: $1,550-$1,634

*All features vary by unit

Townhomes

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System (NTREIS)

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper 
assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Square footage: 785-1,910

Office hours: 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Sat.,  
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday

Listed one-bedroom starting price range: 
785 living sq. ft.: $1,162 
896 living sq. ft.: $1,200

Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 
1,098 living sq. ft.: $1,414-$1,480 
1,200 living sq. ft.: $1,494-$1,557 
1,246 living sq. ft.: $1,754-$1,836 
1,364 living sq. ft.: $1,854-$1,934

Listed three-bedroom starting price range: 
1,586 living sq. ft.: $1,880 
1,597 living sq. ft.: $1,880

Listed four-bedroom starting price range: 
1,910 living sq. ft.: $2,300

Selling a Home?
A NEW roof can increase the 

value of your home by 10-25%

Buying a Home?
We will inspect the  

roof for FREE

P R O P E R T Y  D A M A G E  I N S P E C T I O N   |   R O O F I N G   |   S I D I N G   |   W I N D O W S   |   G U T T E R S   |   P A I N T I N G   |   E M E R G E N C Y  T A R P I N G

2 14 - 8 6 5 - 6 5 9 8
M c K i n n e y ,  T X
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Celebrate Mom! Come join us on 
Sunday, May 8th from 10am-2pm 
for our Mother’s Day Brunch

Monday - Saturday 11AM • Midnight  |  Sunday 10AM • 11PM

Come and visit us…We’d love to say hello!

A PLACE TO CALL HOME
Great Food & Service

Family Friendly

Reasonable Prices

Patio Dining

12 Flat-screen HD TVs

Connected Garage parking

Locally Owned 
and operated

First 150 
moms 
receive a 
carnation!

6601 Mediterranean Dr. McKinney, Texas 75070

( 2 1 4 )  5 9 2 - 0 2 4 0  |  h a r r y s a t t h e h a r b o r. c o m
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Virginia Pkwy.

Mediterranean Dr.

Have you found Harry’s yet?
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Computer 

Crashed?” 
We can recover your data 

We are your one stop shop for 
all of your IT solutions

1515 S. McDonald St, Suite 111 | McKinney | (972) 747-5110

COMPUTERS

mention 
this ad for 

20% off any 
service

2741 Virginia Parkway #700
1/2 mile west of North Central Expressway

WE DELIVER (limited area)

214-592-0772
online ordering at

marcos.com

1 Large Specialty Pizza 
AND 

1 Large 1 Topping Pizza

$21.99
Offer expires
06/01/16. 
Coupon code 
HD2268

Large Pepperoni 
Magnifico for

$10.99 Offer expires
06/01/16. 
Coupon code 
HD9993

XLARGE
2 Topping Pizza

$12.99 Offer expires
06/01/16. 
Coupon code 
HD26

Virginia Pkwy.

Jordan Rd.

75

Best of McKinney 
2015

Pizza Restaurant

 Pizza, Subs, Salads and Wings Pizza, Subs, Salads and Wings

Ask us about our specials

Gluten Free Crust N
ow A
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e

TRY THE NEW
TRIPLE CHOCOLATE AND 

SALTED CARAMEL BROWNIES

Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite
2014 W. University Dr.
972-542-2251
NW corner of U.S. 380 & 75
(near Chipotle®)

$1 OFF
ANY SIZE

FREE
Small TASTI CUP OR 

CONE with purchase of 
any Smoothie or Tasti 

product

Buy One,
Get One

FREE

Limit one coupon per customer 
per visit. Taxes not included. 

Coupon must be surrendered 
at time of purchase. Not valid 
with other offers. Valid only at 

location listed in this ad. 

Limit one coupon per customer per 
visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of 
purchase. Not valid with other

offers. Valid only at location
listed in this ad. 

Limit one coupon per customer per 
visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of 
purchase. Not valid with other

offers. Valid only at location
listed in this ad. 

Expires 6/1/16.

Expires 6/1/16. Expires 6/1/16.

$5.00 
OFF

a $40 and higher 
cookie arrangement

McKinney Store Only

$3.00 
OFF
a cookie 

cake 
McKinney Store Only

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

6/1/16 6/1/16

Free
order of 

Chile con Queso 
With food purchase. 

Expires 6/2/16

WEDNESDAY 
ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR

$2 Beer/Margaritas
$3 Top Shelf Margaritas

 Chile Relleno

Filete San Miguel

Tacos Al Carbon

Fish and Shrimp al Ajillo

Plus All Your Tex-Mex 
Favorites!

506 W. University Dr. | (972) 548-2345 | sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Mon-Thu: 11:00 - 9:00 | Fri-Sat: 11:00 - 10:00 | Sunday: Closed 380

N
. 

C
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S

t.

Featuring traditional 
mexican dishes
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In-Store Only, Not Valid with any other discount, Expires 05/31/16

FREE
Snack Bag of Kettle Corn

With $10 popcorn purchase

Bring in this coupon for a

Single scoop of 
homemade ice 

cream

Chips & queso or 
guacamole

One offer per v is i t .  Can’ t  combine 
with any other of fer .  Val id thru 

May 05, 2016. 

One of fer  per v is i t .  Can’ t  combine 
with any other of fer .  Val id thru 

May 05, 2016. 

40+

Made
Fresh!

Homemade
ice cream

flavors

June 01, 2016.

June 01, 2016.
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䘀䘀爀愀洀攀猀⸀

倀爀攀猀攀渀琀 挀漀甀瀀漀渀
愀琀 琀椀洀攀 漀昀 猀愀氀攀⸀

唀瀀 琀漀 㔀　─ 伀䘀䘀
伀爀椀猀漀渀猀䐀攀挀漀爀⸀挀漀洀

䘀氀漀漀爀 匀愀洀瀀氀攀猀

　 䔀⸀ 䰀漀甀椀猀椀愀渀愀 匀琀⸀ 䴀挀䬀椀渀渀攀礀Ⰰ 吀堀 㜀㔀　㘀㤀 簀 㤀㜀㈀ⴀ㔀㈀㤀ⴀ㐀㐀 簀 漀爀椀猀漀渀猀愀爀琀⸀挀漀洀

䄀爀琀 䜀愀氀氀攀爀礀   䌀甀猀琀漀洀 䘀爀愀洀椀渀最 ☀ 䴀椀爀爀漀爀猀   倀栀漀琀漀 琀漀 䌀愀渀瘀愀猀   䤀渀猀琀愀氀氀愀琀椀漀渀 ☀ 䐀攀氀椀瘀攀爀礀

㌀㔀─ 伀䘀䘀
䌀甀猀琀漀洀 
䘀爀愀洀攀猀

⨀䔀渀搀猀 㐀⼀㌀　⼀㘀
嘀愀氀椀搀 漀渀氀礀 漀渀 

唀渀椀瘀攀爀猀愀氀 䄀爀焀甀愀琀椀 
䘀䘀爀愀洀攀猀⸀

倀爀攀猀攀渀琀 挀漀甀瀀漀渀
愀琀 琀椀洀攀 漀昀 猀愀氀攀⸀

35% OFF
Custom
Frames
*Ends 5/31/16
Valid only on 

Universal Arquati 
Frames. Present 
coupon at time 

of sale.

Up to 50% OFF
OrisonsDecor.com

Floor Samples

Art Gallery  Custom Framing & Mirrors  Photo 
to Canvas  Installation & Delivery

110 E. Louisiana St. McKinney, TX 75069  
972-529-1441 | orisonsart.com

HIGHEST RATED
fine dining in McKinney

1/2 PRICE
BOTTLES OF WINE WEDNESDAY

AND THURSDAY
With purchase of Two Entrees. 

Some limits may apply. Expires 6/1/16.

214.701.4409 • WWW.ECLAIRBISTRO.COM

216 EAST VIRGINIA STREET • MCKINNEY, TX 75069
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MCKINNEY

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN • FRENCH INSPIRED

NO COVER. FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS

LIVELIVEJazzJazz

Embroidery • Screen Printing • Vinyl Applications

25% OFF
Screen Print

Orders
On � rst orders only

1414 S Tennessee St. 
McKinney, TX

(972) 542-0100
www.mckinneytees.com
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Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30

MCKINNEY 2950 Craig Drive #200 972.984.7155 
mckinney@hccenter.com Hrs. 10 am - 6 pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

18 stores including Austin, Bee Cave, San Antonio, McKinney and the Woodlands

Beautiful Designer Furniture and 
Accessories all at Consignment Prices!

NEW STUFF
Every Few Minutes!



McKinney Edition • May 2016 31

The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!

NOW OPENat Firewheel

MORE STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM & 
UNBEATABLE PRICING!
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