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District needs to build six schools by 2022 to avoid overcrowding
Humble ISD prepares for population growth

By Marie Leonard 
Student enrollment at Humble ISD is projected to 

increase by more than 10,000 students in the next six 
to 10 years, prompting district officials to make plans 
for building new campuses. 

Six new campuses are needed in HISD by 2022—
three elementary schools, two middle schools and one 
high school—primarily in the southeast quadrant of 
the district near Atascocita, HISD Superintendent Guy 

Sconzo said.
“My first year here was in 2001, and there has not 

been a year since that we haven’t grown,” Sconzo said. 
“Accelerated would be an understatement. It was like 
an explosion occurred, and it lasted through the [Great 
Recession]. For the past couple of years our growth has 
been around 1,200 to 1,300 students per year, and it’s 
starting to pick up again.” 

See Humble ISD | 19

Environmental studies for the widening of FM 1960 to six divided lanes between Humble and Atascocita are slated to be completed by 2017, with construction beginning in 2022.  
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Project set to cost $98 million, improve Lake Houston area mobility
FM 1960 widening to reduce gridlock

See FM 1960 | 16By Chris Shelton

Source: Population & Survey Analysts/Community Impact Newspaper 

Where local lives.

Local news, deals, events and more!

Student population 
projected to reach

Humble ISD was one of the TOP 10
fastest-growing districts in Texas in 2014-15 

new schools needed through 2022 6

Expanding education 

Last district bond 
election was in 2008 

52,500 by 2025
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The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is moving forward with a 
$98 million widening of FM 1960. The 
expansion will alleviate congestion on a 
roadway projected to see an additional 
24,500 cars per day by 2040, TxDOT 
officials said. 

TxDOT plans to complete envi-
ronmental studies by 2017 and begin 
construction by 2022 with a 36-month 
timeline, TxDOT public information 
officer Danny Perez said. However, 
funds from mobility propositions 1 and 
7—passed in November—could expe-
dite the construction timeline, he said. 

“Congestion has continued to 
increase along the corridor as there 
has been more development and more 
people and businesses moving into 
the area,” Perez said. “Such an expan-
sion will add capacity and allow for 
improved traffic flow.”

Expanding the east-west thoroughfare 
that cuts through the middle of the Lake 
Houston area is necessary to address 
safety concerns and cope with antici-
pated population growth, said Jenna 
Armstrong, president and CEO of the 
Lake Houston Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

“We can’t be reactive,” Armstrong 
said. “We’re already suffering through 

not having done something already, so 
I think that we’re trying to play catch up 
a little bit. We don’t have the luxury to 
say, ‘Let’s let it ride.’”

Project details
The project expands the existing 

four-lane undivided roadway to a 
six-lane divided highway between BF 
1960A and Lake Houston, adds side-
walks on both sides of the road and 
calls for the creation of an overpass 

across West Lake Houston Parkway, 
Perez said.  

This proposal is similar to one pre-
sented by TxDOT in 2005. The then-
$60 million project was put on hold due 
to lack of funding sources, he said. 

The project was also delayed amid 
concerns that an overpass across West 
Lake Houston Parkway would take 
customers past many businesses in 

the area, like the stores in The Mar-
ket at Lake Houston—a retail center 
anchored by H-E-B and Lowe’s. Raised 
medians, which restrict midblock left-
turns and crossing maneuvers, was 
also a concern for business owners, 
Armstrong said. 

However, with increased gridlock 
over the last decade, many business 
owners originally against the West Lake 
Houston Parkway overpass have come 
to support it, Armstrong said.  

Today, 47,000 cars pass through this 
portion of FM 1960 each day. That 
number is projected to increase to 
71,500 by 2040, according to TXDOT 
traffic counts. 

“What we’re hearing now as the 
roads have become more congested—
and we’re projecting more people in 
our area being on those roads—is that 
being gridlocked in traffic, they’re not 

able to turn into their business either,” 
Armstrong said. “They’re stuck on 
FM 1960. And this will help ease the 
flow” 

Cristina Swanson, owner of Atascoc-
ita Lake Houston Florist said she has 
mixed feelings about the project. Her 
business is located on the northeast 
corner of West Lake Houston Parkway 
and FM 1960.

 “It’s concerning, but it’s good for 
the neighborhood because we need it,” 
Swanson said. “Traffic is pretty bad in 
the evening, especially at 6 [p.m.] on 
this intersection.”

Effect on businesses
Once environmental studies are 

completed in 2017, TxDOT will begin 
detailed design work and right of way 
appraisals on the north and south sides 
of FM 1960. Based on the proposal, 10 
businesses or homes could be displaced 
when TxDOT acquires an additional 48 
acres of right of way, Perez said.

“The proposed project would require 
approximately 50 feet of additional 
right of way throughout the project 
limits,” Perez said. “The additional right 
of way is proposed from a combination 
of southside and northside properties 
depending on the location.”

USA Tire and Wheel, which is 
located at the intersection of FM 1960 
and Moonshine Hill Road could be 
displaced after the expansion. Owner 

FM 1960
Continued from | 1

The three-year construction timeline for the FM 1960 project will put additional 
strain on other roads in the Lake Houston area. Harris County is working on 
transportation projects that could alleviate some of this congestion.
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Coping with construction

Estimated Cost: $10.2 million 
Estimated Completion: TBD

Wilson Road between the Beltway 
8 and Atascocita Road will be 
expanded to four lanes from just north 
of Beltway 8 to Atascocita Road.

Estimated Cost: $22.8 million 
Completion: 4th quarter 2017

Lockwood Drive will be expanded 
to four lanes and connected to 
Woodland Hills Drive from N. Lake 
Houston Parkway to Rankin Road.

Efrain Mirales, who grew up in Hum-
ble and graduated from Humble High 
School, said he hopes he will not have 
to move his business.

“If I was asked to move out of here 
it would be a big impact, not just for 
me, but we have five employees here,” 
Mirales said. “So everybody could lose 
their jobs.” 

TxDOT offers finalcial assistance 
for businesses and homes that are dis-
placed by projects, Perez said. Mirales 
said he believes a compromise could be 
met. 

“Depending on how it goes, we’re 
going to make the best of it,” Mirales 
said. “We have to find some other ways 
or modify the building.”

Preparing for the project
With a 36-month construction time-

line looming, Harris County is working 
to complete several smaller road proj-
ects that will alleviate the additional 
congestion caused by construction, 
said Jeremy Phillips, senior director of 
infrastructure for Precinct 2. 

The county is constructing and 
expanding more road connections to 
Beltway 8 and Hwy. 59 that could help 
area drivers compensate for limited use 
of FM 1960, Phillips said.    

The expansion of Woodland Hills 
Drive to four lanes between North Lake 
Houston Parkway and Eagle Ridge Ele-
mentary School, where the road now 

“If I was asked to move out 
of here it would be a big 
impact, not just for me, but 
we have five employees 
here so everybody would 
lose their jobs.”
—Efrain Mirales, owner of USA Tire and 
Wheel, which is located at the intersec-
tion of FM 1960 and Moonshine Hill
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ends, is under construction. Woodland 
Hills Drive becomes Lockwood Drive 
south of Beltway 8.  

A new four-lane boulevard will then 
be constructed between Eagle Ridge 
Elementary School and Rankin Road, 
where Woodland Hills Drive picks up 
again. The $22.8 million project is a 
joint effort between Harris County Pre-
cincts 1, 2, and 4 to be completed before 
the end of 2017.

Along West Lake Houston and Will 
Clayton parkways, Harris County 
Precinct 2 is planning intersection 
improvements, such as additional left-
turn lanes and traffic signals along 
major roads.  

In addition, Harris County  
Precinct 4 is studying Wilson Road 
between the portion of the road north 
of Beltway 8 and Atascocita Road. The 
$10.2 million project would expand 
the road from two and three lanes to 
four lanes. 

“FM 1960 is another way that people 
access Hwy. 59 and even Beltway 8,” 
Phillips said. “Trying to get these proj-
ects done before construction starts 
on a significant project like 1960 is in 
our best interest to lessen the impact 
on the area as TxDOT goes under con-
struction.”  

Cooperation between the Har-
ris County precincts, TxDOT, busi-
ness owners and residents before 
and during the FM 1960 project is 

important to alleviating the traffic 
woes of Lake Houston-area residents, 
Armstrong said.  

“It’s extremely important that all of 
the entities work together,” Armstrong 
said.“That’s the thing we’re trying to 
work on is making sure everybody is at 
the table who’s going to be affected and 
everybody at the table that has to plan 

around 1960 and that construction.”

Do you think FM 1960 should be widened?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-poll
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TAKING TIME FOR YOUR 
HEALTH MEANS MORE TIME 
FOR WHAT MATTERS.
For many women, family and career come first. That’s why  
Houston Methodist makes it easier to fit your health into your  
busy routine. You’ll receive personalized preventive and wellness 
care you need to live the healthy life you want. And when 
necessary, you have access to the most advanced technology  
and specialty services available.

See our women’s specialists for
•  Gynecologic services including well-woman exams
•  Obstetrics, pregnancy and reproductive health
•  Mammograms and breast cancer treatment
•  Osteoporosis prevention and detection

Visit houstonmethodist.org/womens-health to learn more  
or call 713.790.3333 for an appointment.

Central – Texas Medical Center
East – San Jacinto
Northwest – Willowbrook
Southeast – St. John

Southwest – Sugar Land
West – Katy
North – The Woodlands
(opening in 2017)
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Over the past few 

months, I have had the 
privilege of meeting local 
business owners, commu-
nity leaders and residents in 
the Lake Houston, Humble 
and Kingwood communi-
ties and learning about the 
issues that affect their lives.

We have had many con-
versations about mobility,  

economic growth and development and its effect on res-
idents as well as success stories about thriving local busi-
nesses, both large and small. These lively conversations 
emphasized the need for a hyperlocal news resource that 
disseminates information in a clear, concise manner.

By mailing Community Impact Newspaper each 
month to every resident and business in the Lake Hous-
ton, Humble and Kingwood areas, we ensure “everyone 
gets it.” Our mission is to build communities of informed 

Hayley Merrill
GENERAL MANAGER

hmerrill@communityimpact.com

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston /fox26houston
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WHO WE ARE

WHY IS IT FREE?

WHO GETS IT?

Founders John and Jennifer 

Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper after  

realizing the need for news 

with a hyperlocal focus in 

north Austin. It has grown 

to include eight editions in 

Central Texas and four in the 

Dallas/Fort Worth area. The 

Greater Houston area has  

editions in Cy-Fair, Tomball/

Magnolia, The Woodlands, 

Katy, Pearland/Friendswood, 

Sugar Land/Missouri City, 

Spring/Klein and Conroe/

Montgomery. Now this same 

unbiased coverage is being 

distributed to residents in Lake 

Houston/Humble/Kingwood. 

The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in the coverage 

area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but copies are available at the Lake 

Houston Area Chamber of Commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper 

office in Houston and online at communityimpact.com. 

Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. Editorial 

content is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity uncommon for a free 

publication.

TAKE THE POLL

Will the FM 1960 road widening improve 
your commute?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/lhk-poll

citizens and thriving businesses through the collabora-
tion of a passionate team. 

Our monthly features include stories on small busi-
nesses, community leaders and restaurants as well as 
real estate data and transportation information. Our 
emphasis is, and always will be, local. Our staff attends 
city council, school board and chamber of commerce 
meetings on your behalf.

More importantly, we will be listening to you, our 
readers and business community, to report about issues 
that affect you and your families.

Thank you for welcoming Community Impact News-
paper to your neighborhood. I could not be more proud 
to introduce our first edition to the residents of my 
hometown—go Wildcats!

www.experimac.com • 832-995-5434 • Mon-Sat: 10am-7pmApple® iMacs®, iPads® & iphones®

Experimac uses the highest quality parts for all of our repairs so you can rest assured, 
your device will functi on just as good if not bett er than before your accident. 

• Shatt ered front glass
• Damage to home butt on
• LCD damage
• Camera damage
• Diagnosti cs 

9473 FM 1960 BYPASS #100
(Next to Fire House Subs)

Preowned Apple Computers and iPhones
B U Y  •  S E L L  •  T R A D E  •  R E PA I R

Bring in this ad to receive

$15 OFF
screen repair

*May not be combined with any other off er.
Expires 6/1/16
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5  Primrose School at Lakeshore 
opened a Lake Houston-area campus 
at 16460 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Houston, in March. The school features 
11 private classrooms, five playgrounds 
and a splash pad for water activities 
as well as a Primrose patch garden for 
gardening and nature study activities. 
Primrose accepts children between  
6 weeks old and 6 years old and offers 
an after-school program for children 
ages 12 and younger. 281-454-5000.  
www.primroseschools.com

Now Open

1  Costco Wholesale opened a 
148,000-square-foot store at 21802 
Townsen Blvd. W., Humble, in March. 
The members-only bulk retail outlet 
offers an independent doctor of 
optometry, photo center, pharmacy 
and tire center as well as a food court. 
281-707-7059. www.costco.com 

2  Kingwood-based sweets retailer 
Texas Chocolate opened its doors 

at 1542 Kingwood Drive, Ste. A, 
Kingwood, in early April. The 
chocolate shop offers homemade fudge, 
caramel apples, cakes, truffles and 
chocolate-covered strawberries. On its 
drink menu, Texas Chocolate offers 
coffee and smoothies. 281-608-7528.

3  Movie theater chain ShowBiz 
Cinemas opened a new entertainment 
center near Fall Creek at 4811 Canyon 
Lakes Trace Drive, Humble, in early 
April. The theater also offers a 14-lane 

bowling alley, a full bar, a cafe and an 
arcade at the facility. 281-560-4050. 
www.showbizcinemas.com

4  Back Pew Brewing held its grand 
opening in early March at 26452 Sorters 
McClellan Road, Porter. The brewery is 
housed in a former church and features 
a lineup of beers separated into two 
categories: Saints, which are lighter 
and easier to drink, and Sinners, which 
include darker beers. 281-608-7526. 
www.backpewbrewing.com

IMPACTS

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Corporate events, Social events,  Weddings
Built on a very secluded 22 acres with American Craftsman 

architectural elements, (and a large dose of southern charm!) 
our main building overlooks 6 acres of ponds in the woods 
near the Lake Houston area. The Overlook is locally owned 

and operated by the Kilgore family and we welcome and 
entertain over 30,000 guests a year, while keeping your event 

private and personal with no intrusions.

THE OVERLOOK EVENT CENTER
20114 PINEHURST DR.
ATASCOCITA, TX 77346

 (281) 812-0193
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Compiled by Chris Shelton

News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 
Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com

Coming Soon

6  Main Street Kingwood, a 33-acre 
mixed-use development that features 
restaurants, a grocery store, office 
space, restaurants and a medical 
facility is under construction at the 
northeast corner of West Lake Houston 
Parkway and Kingwood Drive. The 
development is projected to open in 
October.

A  A 99,000-square-foot H-E-B 
will serve as the grocery anchor of 
Main Street Kingwood. It will offer 
curbside service and an Asian fusion 
restaurant and produce.  
www.heb.com 
B  Sandwich and wrap chain VERTS 
will also be a tenant at Main Street 
Kingwood. The Mediterranean 
restaurant serves a selection of 
meats, falafel, fresh veggies and 
sauces. www.eatverts.com 
C  Raising Cane’s will serve as 
another eatery option. The restaurant 
is known for its chicken fingers, 
Texas toast, Cane’s sauce and sides. 
www.raisingcanes.com

7  A Waffle House is under 
construction in Humble. It is projected 
to open before the end of May at 1700 
Wilson Road, Humble, just across from 
Humble High School. The franchise 
offers a variety of breakfast and lunch 
options, such as waffles, eggs, hash 
browns, hamburgers and sandwiches. 
www.wafflehouse.com

8  Urban Air Trampoline Park will 
open an Humble-area franchise this 
summer at 19304 Hwy. 59, Humble. 
The indoor trampoline and adventure 
park features a foam pit, trampoline 
dodgeball, trampoline runway, slam 
dunk track and a trampoline bowl. 
800-960-4778. 
www.urbanairhumble.com

9  Preschool and day care The 
Goddard School is opening a Lake 
Houston-area franchise this summer 
at 17823 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Humble. The child care franchise 
accepts children from ages 6 weeks 
old to 5 years old and offers a play area 
filled with toys and books that help 
children develop. 832-995-2200. 
www.goddardschool.com

10  Three anchor stores are under 
construction at the Valley Ranch 
Town Center, a retail district located 
within master-planned community 
Valley Ranch. The stores are projected 
to be completed this fall. At build-
out, the development will feature 
restaurants, a movie theater and a 
10,000-seat amphitheater.  
www.valley-ranch.com

A  National grocer Kroger 
is building a new store at the 
Valley Ranch Town Center. The 
120,000-square-foot store will 
feature Texas grown fruits and 
vegetables, wine, home goods and 
decor, a pharmacy and a fuel center. 
www.kroger.com 
B  Sporting goods store Academy 
Sports + Outdoors will be located 
within the retail district as well. The 
Katy-based sporting goods chain 
sells equipment, clothing and shoes.  
www.academy.com 
C  Sam’s Club will serve as the 
development’s third anchor. The 
retailer carries bulk items, such as 
groceries, clothing, electronic goods, 
furniture, books and health items. 
www.samsclub.com

11  A new McAlister’s Deli is under 
construction in Humble at 9477 FM 
1960 Bypass, Ste 100. McAlister’s Deli 
is a fast-casual restaurant known for 
its sandwiches, spuds, soups, salads, 
desserts and sweet tea. 
www.mcalistersdeli.com

12  A Kingwood-area branch of 
Regions Bank will open at 1750 W. 
Lake Houston Parkway, Kingwood, this 
summer. This branch will feature facial 
recognition and fingerprint technology 
for customers using safe deposit boxes 
and video banking ATMs. 
 800-734-4667. www.regions.com

13  Mixed-use development Westlake 
Marketplace, a 65-acre retail center, 
is under construction at the southwest 
corner of Beltway 8 and West Lake 
Houston Parkway. The shopping 
center will feature 600,000 square feet 
of commercial retail space at build-
out. Stores and restaurants will open 
by the end of the year. 

A  Kroger will open late this 
summer. The store will feature 
groceries, apparel, shoes and home 
goods. www.kroger.com 
B  Discount clothing store 
Marshall’s offers men’s and women’s 
clothing, accessories and home 
decor. 
www.marshallsonline.com 
C  MOD Pizza will be located in 
this development. It is an eatery that 
allows guests to make their own pie. 
www.modpizza.com 
D  Ross Dress For Less will offer 
apparel, shoes and furniture at its 
Westlake Marketplace location.  
www.rossstores.com 
E  Burrito chain Freebirds will also 

be a tenant. Freebirds will be open by 
the end of the year. 
www.freebirds.com

Anniversary

14  ClubHouse Playcare celebrated 
its one-year anniversary in April. The 
Kingwood business, located at  
2255 Northpark Drive, Kingwood, 
offers child care services on mornings, 
evening and weekends. 281-312-3233.  
www.clubhouseplaycare.com

Texas Chocolate opened at 1542 Kingwood 
Drive, Ste. A, Kingwood, in mid-March. 

2

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

ex
as

 C
ho

co
la

te

Valley Ranch Town Center announced Academy 
Sports + Outdoors as its third anchor in April. 
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A McAlister’s Deli is under construction at 
9477 FM 1960 Bypass, Ste 100, Humble.
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branch this summer. 
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WOMENS CLOTHING
HOME DECOR
ACCESSORIES

WOMENS CLOTHING
HOME DECOR
ACCESSORIES

A BAZAAR PLACEA BAZAAR PLACE
$5 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $25 OR 
MORE. EXPIRES 6/1/16.
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New Homes from the $200s - $300s
Six Model Homes Open Daily
Lennar | Perry Homes | Lakewood Homes

Join us in Tavola as we celebrate 
Summer with our Summertime Funtime 

Event. Our new Recreation Center with 
resort-style pool and clubhouse opens 
this summer, giving residents another 

reason to love living in Tavola. Stop by for 
this free day of fun and discover more.

It’s all Free & Fun!
Beach Boys Band

James Coney Island
Snow Cone Truck
Ice Cream Truck

Bungee Trampoline & Bounce House
Face painting & Balloon Artis t

Photo Booth
Party Games

Regis ter to Win a Free Summer Vacation!TavolaCommunity.com   
FriendswoodDevelopment.com

No purchase necessary to win drawing.
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Interior Design 
Warehouse
Atascocita decor store offers items  
that help customers design their home

Jennifer Hull was a stay-at-
home mother before entering 
the workforce and eventually 

becoming a business owner. 
She joined the home decor indus-

try—something she was passionate 
about in her private life—by taking  
a job at Picket Fences, a popular store 
in The Woodlands. After about a 
year at Picket Fences, Hull purchased 
Atascocita-based Interior Design 
Warehouse in March 2014.

“I was in a new season,” Hull said. 
“I was trying to decide how [life] was 
going to look for me, and I always 
loved home decor.”

Hull took over as owner after 
the original owner, Karen Tedford, 
decided to pursue other interests. Hull 
had always admired the store and 
reached out to Tedford after learning 
the business was closing.  

To maintain continuity and famil-
iarity with the vendors and custom-
ers, Hull decided to keep the name 
Interior Design Warehouse. How-
ever, she said she eventually plans to 
change the store name to Boxwood 
Home and Gifts.

Throughout the store, customers 
can find lamps, chairs, tables and  
a few other furniture pieces. Interior 
Design Warehouse suits the tastes  
of decorators looking for a traditional, 
rustic and French style, she said. 

“I’m big on home and hospitality,” 
Hull said. “I have had a lot of people 

walk in and say, ‘It feels like you’re 
walking into a home.’ When you 
come in here, we try to display it and 
actually give you ideas on how to use 
things that you find.”

The store also carries a combina-
tion of evergreen and seasonal home 
decor and offers a wide selection 
of gift items, artwork and floral 
arrangements. 

Hull said most of her customers 
are repeat buyers who most often 
return for gifts and little knickknacks 
to freshen up the house. Many will 
return to purchase gifts for Mother’s 
Day, a busy period at Interior Design 
Warehouse. 

Shoppers can purchase individ-
ual floral pieces or entire displays 
designed by professional interior 
designer Julie Kuney. 

Kuney works with customers inside 
and outside the store.

“[Kuney] can go into people’s 
homes and do as much or as little as 
you want,” Hull said. “She can do 
everything. She can shop for you. She 
can pick paint, select countertops—
she can do all that.”

In honor of her late daughter, 
Jamilyn Hull, the Interior Design 
Warehouse will carry fair-trade 
items benefiting talented craftsmen 
across the world, she said.  

“I’m always learning about and 
looking for new products that offer 
something unique,” Hull said.

By Ciara Rouege

BUSINESS FEATURE

7040 FM 1960 E. Ste. B, Humble
281-852-9999
www.idwhumble.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., closed Sundays 

Interior Design Warehouse

Jennifer Hull, who purchased home decor shop Interior Design Warehouse in 2014, said she 
has always been passionate about home decor and hospitality. 

The store carries seasonal decor for Mother’s Day.The store is stocked with hard-to-find pieces.

The store offers lamps, tables and chairs. 
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Backyard Home Brewers and Education Center
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1960

N. Houston 
Ave.

Owner Adam Mathews (right) and manager Guillermo Alvarez oversee the homebrew shop. 

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

C
hr

is
 S

he
lto

n
/C

o
m

m
un

it
y 

Im
p

ac
t 

N
ew

sp
ap

er

Backyard Home Brewers 
and Education Center
Homebrew shop helps patrons make better beer

B ackyard Home Brewers and 
Education Center is helping 
the Greater Houston area’s 

growing number of craft beer con-
sumers become creators. 

The brew center sells beer-making 
equipment and hosts free classes each 
weekend that teach people to brew 
their first five gallons of beer or wine. 
Some of Backyard Home Brewer 
pupils have gone from brewing on the 
kitchen stove to opening a brewery, 
owner Adam Mathews said.   

“When you open up a brewery, you 
start somewhere,” Mathews said. “You 
started in your kitchen at one point, 
and you kind of evolved and ended up 
with a brewery just like we did.”

Mathews opened Backyard Home 
Brewers four years ago in Old Town 
Humble with his friend John Denman, 
who now co-hosts “Drink of Ages,” a 
local radio show about craft beer. 

Denman and Mathews created 
Backyard Home Brewers while on  
a family vacation near Lake Living-
ston. The duo mapped out their busi-
ness plan over a campfire, he said.  

Mathews, a self-described beer nerd 
who follows breweries the way sports 
fanatics follow their favorite team, 

wanted to help people discover his 
passion for beer. That drive fuels how 
he treats his customers, he said.

“When they come in, two things: 
Let’s treat everybody like they are our 
friends from the past, and let’s guide 
them so they can make better beer,” 
Mathews said. 

Mathews guides his customers with 
weekend brewing classes that discuss 
topics such as water chemistry, yeast 
propagation and opening a brewery. 

Beer-making kits range from $80-
$180 and include a primary fermenter, 
a bottling bucket and siphon as well 
as a hydrometer and thermometer. 
Backyard Home Brewers also carries 
spices, malts, grains and hops as well 
as wine-making kits.  

The brewing process is attainable for 
the average consumer, Mathews said. 

Beer takes 3.5 hours to brew on a 
kitchen stove. It is then fermented—the 
process of yeast converting sugars into 
alcohol and carbon dioxide—for about 
a week, and then aged for another two 
weeks before it is ready to drink. 

What makes brewing special is its 
ability to bring people together, he said. 

“I’m standing in my shop and I look 
outside, and it’s all different types 
of people from all different walks 
[of life],” Mathews said. “Some are 
engineers, some are scientists, some 
work on cars and some are insurance 
guys. And it’s crazy because in a nor-
mal setting maybe these guys would 
never hang out, but when they’re here 
they’re best friends.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

802 1st St. E., Humble
832-644-8082
www.backyardhomebrewers.com
Hours: Tue.-Sat. noon-6 p.m.,  
Sun. noon-4 p.m., closed Mondays  

By Chris Shelton

Instructor Preston Brown teaches the  
fundamentals of brewing at a weekend class.

Barrels are used to add flavor to beer during the 
aging process. 

Getting started
Backyard Home Brewers and Education Center owner Adam Mathews offers a 
few tips to consider when crafting beer at home.

Make sure to use sterilized water: “Beer is 90 percent water, so you have to 
have clean water for it to [taste correctly].” 

Keep tight control of the fermentation process: “Each [option of] yeast has an 
optimal temperature where it needs to be to survive and be healthy.” 

Be creative: “People are making peanut butter porters, they’re making 
strawberry beers—anything you can think of. You name it, we can make it in a 
beer, and it’s probably already been done.”

“Let’s treat everybody like they 
are our friends from the past, 
and let’s guide them so they 
can make better beer.”
 —Adam Mathews, Backyard Home 
Brewers and Education Center owner

59
1st St. E.
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J. Christopher’s 
Pizza-Pasta

                      Northpark Dr.

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

Woodland Hills Dr.

Mike and Adriana Swift purchased J. Christopher’s Pizza-Pasta four years ago. 

The fettuccine Alfredo dish ($13.79) is a 
popular item at J. Christopher’s Pizza-Pasta.

The dessert menu includes treats such as 
cannolis ($4.75).
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J. Christopher’s  
Pizza-Pasta

J. Christopher’s Pizza-Pasta 
has seen some of its current 
customers go from celebrat-

ing adolescent birthdays to hosting a 
wedding rehearsal.

The restaurant has been a King-
wood staple since it opened 36 years 
ago when there were few food options 
in the area, co-owner Mike Swift said.

“This is a Kingwood tradition,” 
Swift said. “This is part of what the 
community is about.” 

Now Swift and his wife, Adriana, are 
looking to revitalize J. Christopher’s for 
new generations of Kingwood residents. 

This summer, the Swifts plan to ren-
ovate the pizza joint’s interior, which 
has not been updated in a decade, and 
add several new items to the wine and 
food menus, he said. 

The couple will also continue to 
grow the catering wing of the business 
they opened a year ago. After booking 
only two catering jobs in their first 
month last May, J. Christopher’s is 
booked to cater 12 events this May, 
Swift said.    

“That piece of the business has 
grown really well,” Swift said. “Hope-
fully, next year we can get a vehicle 
and get more into it.”

J. Christopher’s menu features 
Chicago-style pizza as well as pasta, 
salad and hamburgers. Each ham-
burger is named after a Kingwood 
neighborhood, such as The Trail-
wood, The Bear Branch and The 
Woodland Hills. 

However, what separates J. 

DINING FEATURE

2245 Northpark Drive, Kingwood
281-358-6601
www.jchristopherspizzapasta.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., 
closed Sundays 

By Chris Shelton

Christopher’s menu from other sim-
ilar eateries is that just about every-
thing from the croutons to the sauces 
to the dough is made fresh every day, 
Swift said. Even for appetizers such as 
calamari, fresh squid is shipped in and 
cleaned at the restaurant.   

“We’re not one of those places that 
just gets a can and dumps it out or 
gets something frozen,” he said.  
“We make our dough. We make all  
of our salads.” 

The Swifts purchased J. Christo-
pher’s from its original owners, the 
Brennan family, four years ago. Swift 
worked as a restaurant management 
executive while Adriana served as a 
teacher’s aide. 

The Swifts are involved in the com-
munity and sponsor local schools and 
churches, he said.  

“The Brennans—they left a pretty 
big legacy,” Swift said. “They were very 
involved in the community, and we 
are, too.”

Elements of a  
Chicago-style pizza

 A Chicago-style pizza typically 
   features a deep dish. 

 It has a thick crust with flattened 
 edges.

 Toppings on a Chicago-style pizza 
   go under the cheese.

 Sauce on top of the cheese makes the 
   toppings invisible until the first bite. 

Customer favorites:
Panther: a meaty pizza with Canadian 
bacon, hamburger, sausage and 
pepperoni ($18.29, medium deep dish) 

Lasagna: a homemade item with a 
double layer of ricotta cheese ($11.29)

The Kings Forest: a bacon burger 
topped with cheddar cheese ($7.89)

The Sand Creek: A burger with Swiss 
cheese, bacon and avocado ($8.39) 

1

2

3

4

Owners value community involvement
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Project update

Road. The project would expand the 
road from two and three lanes to four. 
An engineering study will determine 
the final alignment, right of way and 
environmental requirements.

Timeline: TBD 
Cost: $10.2 million 
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4

4   West Lake Houston Parkway/
Will Clayton Parkway Corridor 
Improvements 
A  Fiber optic cables will be installed  

to improve signal operations along Will 
Clayton Parkway between Atascocita 
Road and West Lake Houston Parkway.  
B  An additional left-turn lane will also 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Chris Shelton

Project description Estimated timeline

Timber Forest Drive will be widened between Will Clayton Parkway and Canyon 
Lands Drive in a project between Harris County Precinct 2 and Woodmere 
Developers. This project will add a two-lane concrete boulevard section.

TBD

The city of Houston’s Public Works and Engineering Department completed 
projects along Kingwood Drive in March. The PWE did panel replacements, 
installed a crosswalk at Kingwood High School and removed a traffic signal at 
Kingwood and Royal Forest drives to complete a study of traffic flow. 

March-April

An additional right-turn lane will be added for southbound traffic on Kings Park 
Way turning westbound onto FM 1960. Construction is expected to begin in the 
third quarter of 2016.  

Third Quarter 2016

Other transportation projects

be added for northbound traffic to turn 
westbound onto FM 1960 from West 
Lake Houston Parkway.  
C  A new traffic signal will be 

constructed at the intersection of June 

Forest Drive at Will Clayton Parkway. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $3.8 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 2
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4B
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1   Lockwood Drive/Woodland 

Hills Drive expansion, extension
Construction is ongoing on the 
expansion and extension of 
Lockwood and Woodland Hills 
drives. The road will be expanded 
from two to four lanes between 
North Lake Houston Parkway and 
Eagle Ridge Elementary School, 
where the road ends. At Eagle Ridge 
Elementary School a new four-lane 
boulevard will be constructed to 
Rankin Road. 

Timeline: April 2015-fourth quarter 
2017
Cost: $22.8 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
precincts 1, 2, 4 and McCord 
Development

2   Grand Parkway Segment G
The Texas Department of Transportaton 
completed Segment G of the Grand 
Parkway in late March. The new segment 
connects I-45 to Hwy. 59. Segments F-1 
and F-2 of the road connect Hwy. 290 in 
Cypress to I-45 south of The Woodlands. 
Also known as the Greater Houston area’s 
third loop, the Grand Parkway is a toll 
road that spans nearly 200 miles.

Timeline: mid-2013-March 2016
Cost: $1.2 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

3   Wilson Road expansion
Officials are studying the expansion of 
Wilson Road between the portion of the 
road north of Beltway 8 and Atascocita 

Woodland 
Hills Dr.

Rankin Rd.

June Forest Dr.

              John F. K
enned

y B
lvd

.

4C

Grand Parkway

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT! 
Pop c or n B a r s  •  Pa r t y  Favor s
T ha n k  You Gi f t s  •  Ma rke t i ng 
Ma ter i a l s  a nd  Sna ck s  for  you!

TEXASTOPPOP.COM • 832-863-6111

Mention this ad and get 
20% off your next bag. 

This month only 20 % off 
all Graduation Parties!

Mills Branch Dr.

281.446.0450 
1005 1st St E, Humble, TX 77338

yummytummypastries.com

Yummy Tummy Pastries is a custom cake shop with daily fresh selections in our chilled bakery case

COOKIES | CUSTOM CAKES | PIES | TARTS | WEDDINGS  

BROWNIES | CAKE BALLS | CUPCAKES 

SAM HOUSTON



Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood Edition • May 2016 11

G
F2

E

F1
H

I1

I2

A
B

C

D

290

59
146

908

288

249

610

45

10

45

10

59

Grand Parkway Segment G opens 
to drivers, spurs development
By Beth Marshall and Chris Shelton 

The Grand Parkway Segment G— 
from I-45 to Hwy. 59—opened in late 
March. Undeveloped land surround-
ing the mobility project is attracting 
the attention of developers. 

Businesses and master-planned 
communities such as Valley Ranch 
are cropping up around the 13.7-
mile Segment G and rapidly devel-
oping areas like New Caney and 
Porter, said Rick Hatcher, president 
of the Greater East Montgomery 
County Chamber.  

The Valley Ranch Town Center 
includes retail anchors, such as Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors, Sam’s Club 
and Kroger. 

“The development was some-
what driven before Grand Parkway 
opened, when developers realized 
what the route would be,” Hatcher 
said. “They preplanned and started 
in anticipation to what the Grand 
Parkway would bring.”

The project is also a benefit for 
drivers on Houston-area freeways, 
such as Hwy. 59 and I-45, as the 
region continues to grow, Texas 
Transportation Commissioner Jeff 
Moseley said.  

He said in 1910 there were 14,000 
automobiles in Texas. Now, in the 
Greater Houston area alone, there are  

TRANSPORTATION

Grand Parkway  

Segment G
Segment G of the Grand Parkway is the 
newest section of the toll road to open. 
Drivers can now travel from Sugar Land to 
the New Caney area on the new roadway. 

45

N
orthgate C

rossing

Rayford Rd.
Birnham 
Woods Dr.

Imperial 
Promenade

(future)

Townsen Blvd.
(future)

Riverwalk 
Dr.

(future)

Valley 
Ranch 
Blvd.

(future road)

1314

59

Source: Zachry Odebrecht Parkway Builders/Community Imapact Newspaper

6 million cars on the roadways. 
“The Grand Parkway today will 

give back a huge return on invest-
ment,” Moseley said. “It will give us 
back this miracle of time savings.”

Bill Hale, Texas Department of 
Transportation chief engineer, said 
building corridors like the Grand 
Parkway help drivers willing to pay 
to use the toll road as well as those 
who choose not to because traffic is 
better dispersed. 

Mosely said he is excited to see 
taxpayer dollars put to work in the 
private sector to make the Grand 
Parkway a reality.

“The catalyst that really triggered 
and made this segment of the park-
way become a reality was economic 
development related to the Exxon-
Mobil campus coming to this region 
of the state,” Moseley said. 

The connector from the Grand 
Parkway to the Hardy Toll Road will 
be completed during summer 2017, 
according to the Harris County Toll 
Road Authority. 

Toll charges on the newly opened 
Grand Parkway segment began April 
4. It costs $3.01 to get from I-45 to  
Hwy. 59.

The three newest sections of the 
Grand Parkway extend 38 miles from 
Cypress to New Caney. 

Amegy Bank | 4400 Post Oak Pkwy, Houston, TX 77027
A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC.      Equal Housing Lender NMLS#467014
©2016 ZB, N.A. 

A Home Equity Line of Credit 
from Amegy Bank can fund 
just about anything under the 
sun, like a pool, a dream trip, 
college tuition or even cash 
flow management for the family 
budget. And when you can do it 
with a low introductory rate this 
great, the last thing you want to 
do is wait.

Get a low introductory rate 
on an Amegy Bank Home 
Equity Line of Credit. Apply 
for yours today.

The Amegy Bank  
Great Don’t-Wait Rate.
Apply for yours today.

Important Disclosure Information:

*Loans subject to credit approval; terms and conditions apply. Minimum loan amount 
is $8,000. Minimum draw amount is $4,000. Property insurance is required, and other 
restrictions or conditions may apply. Other loan options are available. Speak with an 
Amegy banker for more details. Effective 03/21/2016 through 06/30/2016, 1.99% 
introductory APR is fixed for the first 6 months of account opening; variable APR of 
3.75% - 4.00% after that. The variable APR is based on the Prime Rate as stated in 
The Wall Street Journal plus a margin and is subject to change. Prime Rate is currently 
3.50% as of 03/21/2016. Maximum APR is 18%. The interest rate will change 
effective with changes in the Index. Offer not available for existing Amegy Bank Home 
Equity Lines of Credit. No additional interest rate discounts may apply during the 
introductory rate period. After the introductory rate period, additional rate discounts 
may apply. Maximum discount .25%. Speak with an Amegy banker for more details. 
No closing costs on loans up to $250,000, unless a full appraisal is necessary. For lines 
over $250,000, borrower is responsible for third party closing costs, which may not 
exceed 3% of line amount.

Respond Now!

Call/Visit:

Kingwood: (713) 232-5113

Lake Houston: (713) 232-5156

Online: 
www.amegybank.com/PromoHELOC

Introductory  
1.99% APR* fixed 

for the first 6 
months; variable 

3.75% - 4.00% APR 
thereafter.

Map not to scale



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

New Caney ISD aquatic center 
could attract UIL swim meets
By Chris Shelton

New Caney ISD expects to break 
ground on its new 400-seat aquatic 
center in August. The facility will be 
located on the north side of the field 
house at Texan Drive Stadium. 

The aquatic center will help the 
district prepare for its third high 
school and host regional University 
Interscholastic League meets. It fea-
tures a 25-yard competition pool and 
concession stands as well as locker 
rooms, a hospitality area and athletic 
administrative offices.

“It’s important because we currently 
have two high schools, and we only 
have one swimming pool,” NCISD 
Executive Operations Director Jim 
Grant said. “So they’re both having to 
use the same high school swimming 
pool. We’re having to bus them back 
and forth. We feel like as the district 
grows—if we add another high school 
or possibly even a fourth—this will 
give us a facility that will be able to 
accommodate all of the kids [who] 
want to swim.”

The district solicited requests for 
proposals in April. The project was 
budgeted at $13.8 million; however, a 
third-party estimate projects a  
$15 million construction cost, said 
Laura Sachtleben, senior associate and 
project director for Stantec, the archi-
tecture firm that designed the aquatic 
center. The 13-month construction 
project could be completed in summer 
2017, Sachtleben said.  

In addition to raised spectator 

EDUCATION

New Caney ISD’s aquatic center will seat 400 patrons when construction is completed in 2017.  
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seating and 15 swimming lanes, 
which allow two high school teams 
to practice at one time, the facility 
will feature several amenities that 
will make it an attractive aquatic 
center, she said. 

“There will be a courtyard created,” 
Sachtleben said. “When you walk in, 
there’s kind of a gathering space—a 
lot of people come to those meets, 
and there’s not always enough room 
inside. Having that courtyard space is 
a way to accommodate those people. 
There is a glass wall at the end of the 
pool to help maintain visibility.”

Once the center is constructed, the 
district will tear down its existing 
pool at New Caney High School and 
build a fine arts center, Grant said. 

“The whole plan when we went to 
the Valley Ranch area was to build 
an athletic complex that fits into the 
community that was there and meets 
the needs of the people of the growing 
community,” he said. 

Jerry Gentry, MD
Lan Nguyen, MD

OUR SERVICES:

Minimally Invasive Laminectomy 

     (Spinal Decompression)

Minimally Invasive Lumbar Fusion

Minimally Invasive Cervical Fusion

Kyphoplasty

Minimally Invasive Sacroiliac (SI) Fusion

Artificial Disc Replacement

Minimally Invasive Scoliosis Correction

What’s Causing My Back Pain?
Many sudden attacks of acute back pain are the result of 

overstretched muscles (strains) or ligaments (sprains). The pain may be 
most severe immediately after injury, or it may worsen gradually over 
a few hours. In most instances, back pain as a result of strain or sprain 
can be resolved following a conservative course of treatment – usually 
within two to six weeks – provided there are no serious underlying 
medical conditions. Common causes of strains and sprains that can 
trigger acute back pain include:

• Improper lifting
• Sudden, strenuous physical effort
• Accident, sports injury or fall
• Sleeping position and/or pillow positioning
• Poor sitting or standing posture
• Bending forward too long
• Using your shoulder to hold the phone receiver to your ear
• Carrying a heavy purse, briefcase or backpack
• Stress and muscle tension
• Lack of muscle tone
• Excess weight
• Pregnancy

9816 Memorial Blvd., Suite 107
Humble, TX 77338

    (713) 973-7246 • uspshealthcare.com

Humble Office

Our mission is to  
accurately diagnose 
and treat chronic pain 
to provide patients  
with effective,  
long-term relief.

is NOW

NEW  
HUMBLE 

LOCATION!
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Whether you want to save for the future, secure a personal loan,  utilize exclusive 
online and telephone banking services, or enjoy the convenience of our ATMs 
and many locations, we are here for you. Stop by to speak to a local banker, 
or visit wellsfargo.com/appointments to make an appointment today.

wellsfargo.com
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New fire station helps AVFD 
improve response times 
By Chris Shelton

The Atascocita Volunteer Fire 
Department opened a new station in 
April that updates the building’s out-
dated infrastructure and helps improve 
public safety in Atascocita.

The new Atascocita Fire Station  
No. 1 is located near the intersection of 
West Lake Houston Parkway and FM 
1960, where the previous Station No. 1 
was razed in 2015. 

The first Station No. 1 was con-
structed in 1978 and had undergone 
renovations that left it with three 
different electrical systems, plumbing 
systems and air conditioning systems, 
said Mike Mulligan, chief of depart-
ment for Harris County Emergency 
Services District 46 and the AVFD. 

“Over time those systems started to 
degrade and started to cost us more 
money for operation on an annual 
basis because things were breaking 
down,” Mulligan said. “It was hard to 
get replacement parts for it. Now you’re 
having to completely replace systems.”   

The $5 million station will speed up 
response times on the east end of the 
department’s coverage area, he said. 

“The station, having been there in 
the past, gives us a presence on the east 
side of our service district,” Mulligan 
said. “We’ve been running calls from 
the middle of the district to that area, 
which increases our response time 
slightly … We’re returning it to the 
level that it was at in 2014.” 

Station No. 1 houses the depart-
ment’s Emergency Operations Center  
and includes an online and mobile alert 
system called PURVIS Fire Station 
Alerting System. The department also 
installed a slide to replace the station’s 
pole—a notorious source of workplace 
injuries, Mulligan said. 

The amenities of the new station 
allow Harris County ESD 46 and the 
AVFD to prepare for anticipated popu-
lation growth in Atascocita, Mulligan 
said.

“As the area grows, we’ll be able 
to purchase [additional equipment]

without building new infrastructure to 
support it,” Mulligan said.  

However, as new subdivisions in 
Atascocita on West Lake Houston 
Parkway begin to populate, the district 
will build a station near the southern 
edge of Atascocita, he said. 

“We’re negotiating with developers 
for parcels of land to build another 
station on the southern portion of 
West Lake Houston in Atascocita,” he 
said. “We need another pumper and an 
ambulance on the south end of the dis-
trict to cover the new Bridges on Lake 
Houston and The Groves subdivisions.”
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No. 1

Atascocita Volunteer
Fire Department stations
 Coverage area

Woodland
Hills Dr.

No. 3

No. 2

Timber 
Forest Dr.

Canvassing growth 
The Atascocita Volunteer Fire Department reopened Fire Station No. 1, allowing the 
department to better serve the east end of its coverage area. 

INDIVIDUAL 
DORM ROOMS

EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICE 
WORKERS 24/7

FIREFIGHTERS 
DURING THE DAY

Station No. 1

15

2

4

Hosted by Presented by

Monday, June 6, 2016 ◆ 10 a.m. Shotgun Start

Carlton Woods - Creekside
One Carlton Woods Drive ◆ The Woodlands, TX

SPONSORSHIPS 
AVAILABLE

Starting at $2,500

Foursome $1,200
Individual $300

19th Hole Sponsor: Duke `92 and Sanette `92 Austin
Double Eagle Sponsor: Woodforest National Bank
Par Sponsor: BRANDT | E&C, Inc.

        John `75 and Dana Hoyt – HGS Storage, Inc.

Our
Sponsors

For more information or to register, contact
The Office of the President at 936.294.4758 or events@shsu.edu

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
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Royal Brook is the first new village 
of Kingwood to open in several years.

It will also be the final village of 
the master-planned community 

of Kingwood. Visit today
and reserve your place. 

n Humble ISD Schools
n Recreation Center with Clubhouse Opens Spring 2017
n Junior Olympic, Competition Swimming Pool
n Deep End with Diving Island
n Five miles of trails tying into the Kingwood trail system

KingwoodOnline.com
FriendswoodDevelopment.com

New Homes from the $300s - $600s

Kingwood Country Club, 1700 Lake Kingwood Trail, 
Kingwood. 281-446-2128. 
www.lakehouston.org

21 Pasadena Strawberry Festival
Harris County Precinct 4’s Senior Adult 

Program offers a bus ride from Houston Kingwood 
Library to enjoy a piece of the world’s largest 
strawberry shortcake. The Pasadena Strawberry 
Festival features an opportunity to have a helicopter 
ride as well as carnival games, magic shows and 
a variety of food and drinks. 10 a.m. $5. Houston 
Kingwood Library, 4400 Ben’s View Lane, Kingwood. 
281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net

24 Transportation Outlook Luncheon
The Lake Houston Area Chamber of Commerce 

has assembled a panel of transportation chiefs and 
experts to discuss mobility issues in the rapidly growing 
Lake Houston area. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $30 (members), 
$35 (nonmembers). Kingwood Country Club, 1700 Lake 
Kingwood Trail, Kingwood. 281-446-2128.  
www.lakehouston.org

Tastefest
Visitors can experience local cuisine 
at the sixth annual event. Hosted by 

the Conroe/Lake Conroe Chamber of Commerce, 
the event showcases local restaurants such as 
The Cheese Course, All Star Catering, Big Little 
Fudge, Smokey Mo’s and the Red Brick Tavern. 
Ticket packages are available. 5 p.m.-8 p.m. $15 (in 
advance), $20 (at the door), free (children age 5 and 
under). Lone Star Convention Center, 9055 Airport 
Road, Conroe. 936-756-6644. www.conroe.org

Find more or submit Lake Houston/Humble/
Kingwood events at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar

To have Lake Houston/Humble/Kingwood events 
considered for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the third Friday of the month.

May

06 through 07  
100 years of Broadway

The Lake Houston Musical Arts Society presents a 
performance by the Kingwood Chorale and Chamber 
Orchestra. The group performs a tribute to the past 100 
years of Broadway shows. 7:30 p.m. $20 (adults), $15 
(students and seniors). First Presbyterian Church of 
Kingwood, 5520 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood.  
832-779-1492. www.lhmas.org

06 through 08  
‘James and the Giant Peach’

The Centre Stage Theatrical School and Company 
presents a performance based on the popular novel by 
Roald Dahl. “James and the Giant Peach” tells the story 
of a young orphan boy who stumbles into a large and 
magical peach. He embarks on a worldwide adventure 
with the seven magical garden bugs that he meets. 
7:30 p.m. (May 6-7), 2 p.m. (May 7), 3 p.m. (May 8). $25 
(Blue level), $20 (Yellow level), $15 (Green level). The 
Nathaniel Center, 804 Russell Palmer Road, Kingwood. 
281-540-0078. www.centrestagekw.org

12 Chamber Golf Classic
The Lake Houston Area Chamber of Commerce 

hosts its annual spring golf tournament at the Kingwood 
Country Club. The tournament allows professionals the 
opportunity to mingle with Lake Houston-area business 
leaders in a competitive golf environment. Breakfast 
and a $50 golf package certificate are included. 11 a.m. 
(shotgun start). $1,100 (team of four), $250 (individuals). 

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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Harris County Precinct 1
Some Lake Houston-area 

communities, like  
Summerwood, are in Precinct 1. 

Gene Locke
Harris County Precinct 1 commissioner

G ene Locke has big goals for his term as Harris County commissioner 
of Precinct 1. Locke, a former city attorney for Houston and mayoral 
candidate, said his biggest priorities are continuing the legacy of the 

late longtime Commissioner El Franco Lee and building a stronger partnership 
between Houston and Harris County. After taking over in January, Locke has 
started working toward both. The self-described gardener and family man was 
selected to serve as commissioner through November. Originally, when Locke was 
appointed by County Judge Ed Emmett, he said would not seek election. In April, 
he announced his intention to pursue election as Precinct 1 commissioner.    

PEOPLE

How will the next Precinct 1 
commissioner be selected?

The truth of the matter is, the 
decision on who’s going to be the next 
county commissioner will be deter-
mined within the Democratic Party 
by a voting base called precinct chairs. 
Each voting precinct may or may not 
have a precinct chair. These people 
will make the decision on who to 
place in nomination and place on the 
ballot in November. 

Because there is no Republican 
running, that person selected will be 
the Precinct 1 commissioner.

What are your goals for Harris 
County Precinct 1? 

My first goal is to make sure that all 
of [former Commissioner El Franco 
Lee’s] programs remain intact and that 
they are discharged at a high level. 

I am trying to increase participa-
tion between Harris County and the 
city of Houston to provide additional 
services to people who live inside the 
city and pay city and county taxes—
whether it’s road work or sidewalk 
work. We want to continue with 
excellent service in the unincorpo-
rated areas, which is something that 
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Commissioner Lee did. 
My overarching goal is to maintain 

his programs and then to further 
the city-county cooperation and to 
further enhance the quality of life of 
people in Precinct 1. 

What are your high-priority 
projects?

One of the things that I would like 
to do is to increase our participa-
tion in road construction and road 
repair in the city of Houston. In other 
words, using county crews and county 
money—we’re already doing that in 
and around NRG Stadium. We’re 
spending over $12 million to improve 
and repair streets leading into NRG 
Stadium. 

In return for those kinds of things, 
it is my hope that the city of Hous-
ton will allow Harris County to have 
access to some of the city’s community 
development block grant money. Those 
are federal funds that are targeted for 
low-and-moderate income communi-
ties for various programs. 

If we start it and it becomes effective, 
you could take it to other areas. Hope-
fully that leads to greater cooperation 
between the two governmental entities.  

What plans do you have for the 
Lake Houston area?

One of the things that we are consid-
ering is enhancing the seniors program 
at [Alexander] Deussen [Park]. There’s 
been a real request for that as well as 
a request to make Deussen a voting 
center for early voting. That’s some-
thing I’m going to have to talk with the 
county officials about because there 
were a lot of people this past election 
who expressed a desire to be able to 
vote there in the early voting slot. 

This whole thing is about quality 
of life for people and making sure 
that our neighborhoods are as good 
as they can be and that government 
is playing a positive role. 

Why are county-city 
partnerships important for 
Houston?

When we start looking at the region 
as one, we’re able to incorporate both 
large and small cities, incorporated 
and unicorporated areas, and we’ll all 
see us as one. 

I think in the next 40 or 50 years, 
having that kind of cooperation will be 
absolutely essential. I’m excited about 
being a small part at the ground level.    

What is something people  
do not know about you?

I love to cook—and I love to eat more 
than I love to cook. I like gardening, 
[but] I don’t have a chance to play with 
my tomatoes and peppers like I used 
to. I like to get my hands in the dirt. 
Family is extremely important to me. 
My faith in my church is important to 
me. The fact that I’m able to give back 
to the community energizes me. I have 
to be thankful that I’ve come this far in 
life because there’s a purpose for me. 

Lake
Houston

Humble

Kingwood

Porter

Atascocita

1960

1314

By Chris Shelton

*This map depicts the portion of Precinct 1 in 
the Lake Houston area.

Precinct 1

Source: Harris County/Community Impact Newspaper

59

Exquisite cuisine inspired by nature, created for you

FLEXIBLE MENU OPTIONS | FULL-SERVICE STAFF 
CUSTOM BAR SERVICES

� eHometownChef.com | 832-304-1433
HOUSTON AND SUROUNDING AREAS
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The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is moving forward with a 
$98 million widening of FM 1960. 
The expansion will alleviate conges-
tion on a roadway projected to see an 
additional 24,500 cars per day by 2040, 
TxDOT officials said. 

TxDOT plans to complete envi-
ronmental studies by 2017 and begin 
construction by 2022 with a 36-month 
timeline, TxDOT public information 
officer Danny Perez said. However, 
funds from mobility propositions 1 
and 7—passed in November—could 
expedite the construction timeline, he 
said. 

“Congestion has continued to 
increase along the corridor as there 
has been more development and more 
people and businesses moving into 
the area,” Perez said. “Such an expan-
sion will add capacity and allow for 
improved traffic flow.”

Expanding the east-west thorough-
fare that cuts through the middle of 
the Lake Houston area is necessary to 
address safety concerns and cope with 
anticipated population growth, said 
Jenna Armstrong, president and CEO 
of the Lake Houston Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

“We can’t be reactive,” Armstrong 

said. “We’re already suffering through 
not having done something already, so 
I think that we’re trying to play catch 
up a little bit. We don’t have the luxury 
to say, ‘Let’s let it ride.’”

Project details
The project expands the existing 

four-lane undivided roadway to a six-
lane divided highway between FM 
1960 Business and Lake Houston, adds 
sidewalks on both sides of the road 

and calls for the creation of an over-
pass across West Lake Houston Park-
way, Perez said.  

This proposal is similar to one pre-
sented by TxDOT in 2005. The project 
was put on hold due to lack of funding 
sources, he said. 

The project was also delayed amid 
concerns that an overpass across West 
Lake Houston Parkway would take 

customers past many businesses in 
the area, like the stores in The Mar-
ket at Lake Houston—a retail center 
anchored by H-E-B and Lowe’s. Raised 
medians, which restrict midblock left-
turns and crossing maneuvers, was 
also a concern for business owners, 
Armstrong said. 

However, with increased gridlock 
over the last decade, many business 
owners originally against the West 
Lake Houston Parkway overpass have 

come to support it, Armstrong said.  
Today, 47,000 cars pass through this 

portion of FM 1960 each day. That 
number is projected to increase to 
71,500 by 2040, according to TxDOT 
traffic counts. 

“What we’re hearing now as the 
roads have become more congested—
and we’re projecting more people in 
our area being on those roads—is that 

being gridlocked in traffic, they’re not 
able to turn into their business either,” 
Armstrong said. “They’re stuck on FM 
1960. And this will help ease the flow.” 

Cristina Swanson, owner of Atascoc-
ita Lake Houston Florist, said she has 
mixed feelings about the project. Her 
business is located on the southeast 
corner of West Lake Houston Parkway 
and FM 1960.

 “It’s concerning, but it’s good for 
the neighborhood because we need it,” 
Swanson said. “Traffic is pretty bad in 
the evening, especially at 6 [p.m.] on 
this intersection.”

Effect on businesses
Once environmental studies are 

completed in 2017, TxDOT will begin 
detailed design work and right of way 
appraisals on the north and south sides 
of FM 1960. Based on the proposal, 10 
businesses or homes could be displaced 
when TxDOT acquires an additional 48 
acres of right of way, Perez said.

“The proposed project would require 
approximately 50 feet of additional 
right of way throughout the project 
limits,” Perez said. “The additional 
right of way is proposed from a com-
bination of southside and northside 
properties depending on the location.”

USA Tire and Wheel, which is 
located at the intersection of FM 1960 
and Moonshine Hill Road, could be 
displaced after the expansion. Owner 

FM 1960
Continued from | 1
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Raised medians could improve safety along the road by 
restricting midblock left turns and crossing maneuvers.
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The Texas Department of Transportation’s $98 million expansion of FM 1960 is expected 
to eliminate some gridlock along the main east-west roadway in Lake Houston.

COMBATTING CONGESTION

59

Increased right of way
Completing the project will require an additional 
48 acres of right of way from land owned by 
residents and business owners on the north and 
south sides of FM 1960.

Sidewalks
Throughout the project, 
TxDOT will add sidewalks 
on the north and south 
sides of the roadway.

“If I was asked to move out 
of here it would be a big 
impact, not just for me, but 
we have five employees 
here. Everybody would 
lose their jobs.”
—Efrain Mirales, owner of USA Tire and 
Wheel, which is located at the intersec-
tion of FM 1960 and Moonshine Hill Road, 
and may be affected by the project.C
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FM 1960 Business

Breakdown: This project expands FM 1960 to 
a six-lane divided roadway between FM 1960 
Business and Lake Houston.

Construction timeline: 2022-25

Cost: $98 million

Project details
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Will Clayton Pkwy.
Efrain Mirales, who grew up in Hum-
ble and graduated from Humble High 
School, said he hopes he will not have 
to move his business.

“If I was asked to move out of here 
it would be a big impact, not just for 
me, but we have five employees here,” 
Mirales said. “Everybody would lose 
their jobs.” 

TxDOT offers financial assistance 
for businesses and homes that are dis-
placed by projects, Perez said. Mirales 
said he believes a compromise could 
be met. 

“Depending on how it goes, we’re 
going to make the best of it,” Mirales 
said. “We have to find some other ways 
or modify the building.”

Preparing for the project
With a 36-month construction time-

line looming, Harris County is working 
to complete several smaller road proj-
ects that will alleviate the additional 
congestion caused by construction, 
said Jeremy Phillips, senior director of 
infrastructure for Precinct 2. 

The county is constructing and 
expanding more road connections to 
Beltway 8 and Hwy. 59 that could help 
area drivers compensate for limited 
use of FM 1960, Phillips said.    

The expansion of Woodland Hills 
Drive to four lanes between North 
Lake Houston Parkway and Eagle 
Ridge Elementary School, where the 

road now ends, is under construction. 
Woodland Hills Drive becomes Lock-
wood Drive south of Beltway 8.  

A new four-lane boulevard will then 
be constructed between Eagle Ridge 
Elementary School and Rankin Road, 
where Woodland Hills Drive picks 
up again. The $22.8 million project is 
a joint effort between Harris County 
precincts 1, 2, and 4 to be completed 
before the end of 2017.

Along West Lake Houston and Will 
Clayton parkways, Harris County 
Precinct 2 is planning intersection 
improvements, such as additional left-
turn lanes and traffic signals along 
major roads.  

In addition, Harris County  
Precinct 4 is studying Wilson Road 
between the portion of the road north 
of Beltway 8 and Atascocita Road. The 
$10.2 million project would expand 
the road from two and three lanes to 
four lanes. 

“FM 1960 is another way that people 
access Hwy. 59 and even Beltway 8,” 
Phillips said. “Trying to get these proj-
ects done before construction starts 
on a significant project like 1960 is in 
our best interest to lessen the impact 
on the area as TxDOT goes under con-
struction.”  

Cooperation between the Har-
ris County precincts, TxDOT, busi-
ness owners and residents before 
and during the FM 1960 project is 

important to alleviating the traffic 
woes of Lake Houston-area residents, 
Armstrong said.  

“It’s extremely important that all of 
the entities work together,” Armstrong 
said.“That’s the thing we’re trying to 
work on is making sure everybody is 
at the table who’s going to be affected 

and everybody that has to plan around 
FM 1960 and that construction.”

The three-year construction timeline for the FM 1960 project will put additional 
strain on other roads in the Lake Houston area. Harris County is working on 
transportation projects that could alleviate some of this congestion.
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Wilson Road

Coping with construction

Estimated cost: $10.2 million 
Estimated completion: TBD

Wilson Road between Beltway 8 and 
Atascocita Road will be expanded to 
four lanes from just north of Beltway 8 
to Atascocita Road.

Estimated cost: $22.8 million 
Completion: 4th quarter 2017

Lockwood Drive will be expanded 
to four lanes and connected to 
Woodland Hills Drive from N. Lake 
Houston Parkway to Rankin Road.
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Will the FM 1960 road widening improve your 
commute?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-poll

47,000

71,500

vehicles per day travel 
this stretch of FM 1960.

Traffic counts = 5,000 vehicles
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The intersection 
between FM 1960 
and West Lake 
Houston Parkway 
is one of the most 
congested in the 
area, TxDOT public 
information officer 
Danny Perez said. An 
overpass will facilitate 
a better traffic flow. 

Overpass at West Lake Houston Parkway and FM 1960 intersection

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 SidewalkSidewalk
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Source: Texas Department of Transportation/
Community Impact Newspaper
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Eastbound Westbound

Elevated
Roadway

vehicles are projected 
along FM 1960 per day 
by 2040.
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Grand Parkway(99) at US 59/I-69 • Porter, TX • Valley-Ranch.com • A Signorelli Community

Valley Ranch full of amenities for the whole family to enjoy including lakes, miles of 
trails, and a Recreation Center featuring a family-friendly water park.  And opening 
Fall 2016 The Valley Ranch Town Center.

from the $180s - $400s
Welcome Home.

Kingwood

Grand Parkway

Valley Ranch Town Center Fall 2016

Enjoy the Perks of Lakeside Living

TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

PREVIEW
SHOWING

SAVE UP TO

$20k 
OFF OPENING 

PRICES
Excellent Schools

Bulkhead Shorline with Boat Slips
Over 75 Acres of Lakeside Parks with 

Sandy Beaches
30+ Miles of Nature Trails

Only 25 Minutes to Bush Airport & 35 
Minutes to Downtown Houston

281.794.1717
By Appointment Only

CALL NOW

Final Release of 12 Waterfront Homesites

A Signorelli Community

99

Lake
Houston

1960

2100
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A   2017—Elementary School No. 28 opens in The Groves .

B   2018—Middle School No. 9 opens in The Groves.

C   2019—Elementary School No. 29 opens in Woodland Pines. 

D   2020—Middle School No. 10 opens near Ridge Creek Elementary School.

E   2021—Elementary School No. 30 opens between Summerwood and Lakeshore.

F   2022—High School No. 7 opens off West Lake Houston Parkway.
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‘The last frontier’ 
HISD’s population is expected to rise 

from 40,500 to about 52,000 students 
by 2025, according to a study by demo-
graphic firm Population & Survey Ana-
lysts. Residents are moving to the area to 
take advantage of access to the George 
Bush Intercontinental Airport, undevel-
oped land and jobs in downtown Hous-
ton or the Port of Houston, Sconzo said.

“I’ve heard [Northeast Houston] 
referred to as the last frontier in Hous-
ton,” he said. “It’s a very attractive quad-
rant of the city.” 

However, the projected influx of new 
students does require district officials to 
stay on their toes. HISD board President 
Robert Sitton said there are already tem-
porary buildings and overcrowding prob-
lems at several campuses in the district. 

“If we don’t build another high 
school, specifically in the Atascocita 
area, then Atascocita High School and 
Summer Creek High School will have 
4,500 students [each] when they’re 
built for 3,200 students,” he said. 

Much of the future growth is expected 
to take place along West Lake Houston 
Parkway between Beltway 8 and Will 
Clayton Parkway, where several of the 
campuses will be built, Sconzo said. 

High School No. 7, projected to open 

Humble ISD
Continued from | 1

in 2022, will be built on the border of 
the Lakeshore community off West 
Lake Houston Parkway. Two other cam-
puses—Elementary No. 28 and Middle 
School No. 9—will be built nearby in The 
Groves, a master-planned community 
near West Lake Houston and Madera 
Run parkways. The schools will open in 
2017 and 2018, respectively. 

“We’ve heard from the market 
researchers who are saying the east side 
of town is the new west side,” said Nicole 
Zimmerman, project manager for Cres-
cent Communities, the development 
company that built The Groves. “I don’t 
know if I’d go that far, but with chang-
ing market dynamics and the price of oil 
going down, the northeast side [of Hous-
ton] is poised for a lot of growth.” 

Financing new schools
Before the district’s board of trustees 

calls for another bond election, it has 
$155 million in authorized bond funds 
from an election in 2008 to purchase 
property for the six new campuses, 
build three schools and have money 
remaining toward the construction of a 
fourth school, Sconzo said. 

Beginning in August 2017, one new 
school is slated to open each fall for six 
years, pending a future bond election that 
needs to be called by the board. Legally, 
a district cannot start that process until 
there is money in the bank, Sconzo said.

“We have to have a successful bond 
referendum in 2018 in order to open 
the doors on Elementary 30 in 2021 and 
High School 7 in 2022,” he said. “I say that 
definitively, but the board will make the 
ultimate decision, and the community.” 

The future bond referendum is also 
expected to address aging facilities. 

“This year we hired PBK Architects 
to do a full facility study from the roof-
tops to the flowerbeds of every facility 
in our district,” Sitton said. “We’ve asked 
them to give us a playbook for the future 

to see if we need to do any renovations 
on schools, wing additions or possible 
rebuilds because we know we have some 
aging facilities. That’s going to be a huge 
part of the next bond election.” 

Funding challenges 
After new schools are constructed, 

the additional operating costs put more 
strain on the district’s annual budget. 
Start-up operating costs for new cam-
puses are  roughly $1.7 million for a new 
elementary school, $3 million for a new 
middle school and $7 million for a new 
high school, Sconzo said. 

“The operating cost of new facilities, 
on top of the ever-escalating cost of 
building facilities, really causes finan-
cial challenges for school districts pri-
marily because of the way the funding 
system is established in this state,” he 
said. 

More than 600 school districts in 
Texas, including HISD, joined a school 
finance lawsuit in 2012 in hopes the 
system would be overturned and ruled 
inequitable and inadequate. 

“[Sheldon ISD is] funded at a level 
approximately $1,500 more per student 
per year,” Sconzo said. “Tell me what’s 
the difference between educating a 
child in Sheldon and Humble?’”

If the state Supreme Court rules in 
favor of the districts, the state legislature 
will be charged with fixing the school 
finance system, said Wayne Pierce, 
executive director of the research and 
advocacy nonprofit Texas Equity Cen-
ter. A decision is imminent. 

“There are several things [in the 
finance system] that aren’t cost-based 
and deliver money at whim and mostly 
favors wealthier districts,” Pierce said. 
“In Harris County, there are two districts 
at the maximum tax rate of $1.17: Hum-
ble ISD and Sheldon ISD. If Humble ISD 
were funded at the same level Sheldon is, 
they would have $18 million [more].”  

Regardless of financial challenges, dis-
trict officials plan to diligently execute 
future campus openings, Sconzo said, 
with campuses needing to be at 140 per-
cent capacity before another opens.

“If you open a new campus earlier 
than that, you open the new campus 
with such a small student population, 
it really is inefficient,” he said. “As 
you respond to growth, what’s really 
important is who are the teachers 
working with the children.” 

New schools in Humble ISD
Six new schools are needed in HISD through 2022 as the Lake Houston area continues to grow. 
Some of the schools are located near planned or under construction subdivisions in Atascocita.
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Student enrollment projections
The number of students in Humble ISD is expected to increase steadily over the 
next decade.
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Elementary 30 in 2021 
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Market Data
On the market  (March 2016)

                   Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 16/70 - 8/82 10/38 12/36 6/11 19/43

$150,000–$199,999 156/87 5/46 36/50 16/70 35/71 14/46 26/31

$200,000–$299,999 44/63 31/71 124/56 78/146 21/73 39/57 42/64

$300,000–$399,999 70/87 42/54 62/52 55/103 4/190 16/69 31/59

$400,000–$499,999 30/118 13/52 18/102 10/116 2/149 12/60 12/41

$500,000–$599,999 8/112 19/77 8/77 7/143 - 2/92 7/57

$600,000–$799,999 2/61 14/97 4/85 3/62 - 8/76 2/37

$800,000–$999,999 1/96 4/69 3/170 - - 2/154 2/41

$1 million + 1/22 1/20 8/137 2/378 - 3/29 1/26

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396
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Median price of homes sold  March 2015 vs.  March 2016

-15%

+4.9%
+11%

-8.8%
+12% -2.1%

-5%

Neighborhood data provided by 
Kristen Alsbrooks

Keller Williams Realty Northeast
832-445-9074

www.kristen-homes.com

REAL ESTATE

Walden on Lake Houston is a golf course 
community located near Lake Houston. 
The Atascocita-area neighborhood is in 
proximity to George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport, Alexander Deussen Park, Sheldon 
Lake State Park and Environmental 
Learning Center, Beltway 8 and FM 1960. 
Retail and restaurant amenities include 
Deerbrook Mall and several mixed-use 
centers along the West Lake Houston 
Parkway corridor.

Walden on Lake Houston, 77346

18803 Racquet Ridge Road  $244,900

3-4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,416 sq. ft.
Agent: Famen Wolf
Texcom Realty, Inc.  281-318-1113

19015 Aquatic Drive  $799,500

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath / 2 Half Bath 4,216 sq. ft.
Agent: Dana Olejniczak 
Martha Turner Sotherby’s 713-520-1981 
International Realty

8315 Nyad Lane  $359,900

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,626 sq. ft.
Agent: Kristen Alsbrooks
Keller Williams Realty- 832-445-9074 
Northeast 

18802 Preakness Palm Circle  $269,900

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,790 sq. ft.
Agent: Kelly Polasek
RE/MAX Associates Northeast II 281-812-9400

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 04/25/16

Square footage: 1,435-4,307

Home values: $154,000–$950,000

HOA dues (estimated): $275 annually and 
$86 per month. 

Schools: Maplebrook Elementary School, 
Atascocita Middle School, Atascocita High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD  1.52000 
Harris County  0.41923 
Harris County Flood Control District  0.02733 
Port of Houston Authority  0.01342 
Harris County Hospital District  0.17000 
Harris County Department of Education  0.00542 
N. Harris-Montgomery College District  0.10790 
Harris County MUD No. 153  0.45100 
Harris County ESD No. 46  0.08000

Total (per $100 value) 2.79430

64

Homes on 
the market*

$7,936.37

Average annual 
property tax

$284,020

Average 
home value

102

Average days on 
the market*

29

Homes under 
contract*

$105

Median price 
per square foot

77338

77396

77044
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

deliver to

754,889
homes and businesses.

With over 1.65 million in distribution,  
Community Impact Newspaper  

is in more homes than  
any other publication in Texas.

To advertise or to submit story ideas: 281-469-6181
Visit us online: communityimpact.com



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals Dining
Amadeo’s............................................ 22

Professional services
Modern Salon ..................................... 23
Mosquito Squad .................................. 22

FINANCING AVAILABLE
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 33 YEARS

281.358.0955 | WWW.KINGWOODAC.COM

22424 Loop 494
Kingwood, TX 77339 
Mon - Fri: 8AM - 5PM

 Sorters McC lellan Rd.

                                   Kingwood Dr.
59

Loop 494

License # TACLB009596C

$25 off
$250 or more

*not combined with any other offer.
Expires 5/31/16.
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A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

amedeos.net

22704 LOOP 494 
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-359-4451

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE 
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 6/16/16.

The only good 
mosquito is
a dead one.

Call The Squad today 

713-766-5259
or visit 

MosquitoSquadHouston.com

Mosquito Elimination
Season Package$50 OFF FULL SEASON PROTECTION BARRIER SPRAY SERVICE 

• Traditional Treatments every 21 days
• All Natural Treatments every 14 days

Annoyed by outdoor pests? Fight Back!
Protect your family and pets from the 
nuisance and dangers of mosquitoes. 
Get rid of them with Mosquito Squad, 
the original and most trusted mosquito 
eliminator for over 10 years.

Call for estimates on larger properties.
We eliminate ticks, too.

First time customers only. Limit one coupon per property. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires 12/31/16. 
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MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

Long Pham is exactly where he wants to be.  He opened his fi rst salon 
20 years ago, using his natural talent for styling on friends and family 
in his college days. It was clear he had passion for the art.  With his 
wife and three employees, this small staff ran a salon -- with no outside 
signage or advertising.

News of his unique style (and unusually affordable pricing) spread 
rapidly by word-of-mouth. Long accumulated a loyal client base and 
the staff of three grew to twelve. Any given day you could fi nd a line 
of people waiting outside the door at 10am--and Long takes them all.

As his client list grew, Long easily averaged 80 cuts & colors per day.

Today we fi nd Long, his staff and his growing fan base of customers 
have outgrown the small salon.  He’s proud to provide his clients with 
luxury treatment in this new, relaxing environment.  Long opened 
Modern Salon with the same outlook he had when he began his 
career -- only now, there’s a sign outside the door.

Long is extremely excited to expand Modern Salon to The Woodlands, 
Cypress, and Lake Houston Area. Modern Salon Day Spa is a full 
service salon driven by creativity and inspiration.  We feel privileged 
to serve each client and we do everything we can to provide for our 
clients.  you’ll fi nd the highest level of equality and creativity in a 
unique atmosphere, where luxury meets chic.  Become part of the 
future of Houston style!

10490 HUFFMEISTER RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77065
281.807.4247

9635 N. HOUSTON ROSSLYN RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77088
713.896.4247

15202 MASON RD. #300
CYPRESS, TX 77433

832.653.5826
469 FM 1488

CONROE, TX 77384
832.876.0533

OPENING IN MAY
13176 WEST LAKE HOUSTON 

PKWY., SUITE # 8
HOUSTON, TX 77024
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Since opening in 1977, Memorial Hermann Northeast Hospital has been committed to the  

Lake Houston community. Whether it’s through serving as the official healthcare provider for 

Humble, New Caney and Sheldon Independent School Districts, supporting local nonprofits,  

or providing our patients access to exceptional, quality care close to home, advancing the health  

of our community is at the center of everything we do. 

memorialhermann.org 

TO A HEALTHIER LAKE HOUSTON.

18951 Memorial N., Humble TX 77338
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