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Village residents reside in Harris County, students are zoned to Tomball ISD

Foreign-based businesses look to capitalize 
on community’s strong economic base 

Creekside Park’s varying jurisdictions create challenges

By Beth Marshall
Creekside Park continues to face unique issues as 

the outlier of The Woodlands’ nine villages. While all 
other villages are in Montgomery County and zoned 
to Conroe ISD, Creekside Park lies within Harris 
County Precinct 4, and students attend Tomball ISD 
schools.

“I think the biggest challenge is—because we are 
in Harris County—determining who does what 
and getting that out to the residents so they know,” 

said Nancy Becker, village association president for 
Creekside Park. “For example, if it’s a fire issue, it’s 
going to be The Woodlands Fire Department; if it’s 
a law enforcement issue, it’s going to be the Harris 
County Constable Precinct 4 office.”

Becker moved to Creekside Park from Cochran’s 
Crossing, where she lived for 17 years and served as 
village association president for 13 years. She said 
having the opportunity to work with officials in 

By Marie Leonard
A decades-old county thoroughfare 

plan intended to prepare for future growth 
has caused a rift between The Woodlands 
Township and Montgomery County. 

The plan was accepted by Montgomery 

County Commissioners Court in Jan-
uary after going through its fourth 
update since its creation in 1979. It has 
since been met with pushback from The 
Woodlands Township board of directors, 
which approved a resolution in February 

See Creekside Park | 78

See Thoroughfare plan | 74

International cultures find 
a home in The Woodlands

Governmental entities in Montgomery County continue to spar over a proposed extension of Woodlands Parkway from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249, which is part of the county’s major thoroughfare plan. 

By Abigail Loop
Although The Woodlands began as a small commu-

nity founded by George Mitchell in 1974, it has grown 
to attract residents from across the globe.

From multiple foreign-based businesses to international 
See International | 76
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opposing five projects in the plan. 
The projects named in the resolution 

would establish new corridors through 
The Woodlands, including an extension 
of Gosling Road from Hwy. 242 north to 
Conroe, a Woodlands Parkway extension 

to Hwy. 249 and a Branch Crossing Drive 
extension to FM 1488. 

“To a certain extent, The Woodlands 
has created some of these issues our res-
idents are concerned about with our own 

Incorporation would give The Woodlands more authority over proposed road projects within its boundaries
Township directors continue to oppose thoroughfare plan projects
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Dozens of local restaurants, eateries, and burger joints will fill the air with the scintillating scents of burgers on 
the grill. Selections of beer that pairs best with burgers -  MC'd by FOX 26 Michelle Merhar & Live music supplied 
on stage by local and regional bands like Josh Ward & Jason Cassidy . Celebrity chef judges like FOX 26 Cleverly 
Stone & Phaedra Cook from Houston PRESS . KSTAR will be on site broadcasting the event on air. 
Bring the family to our kidzone equipped with moonwalks, a rock wall and other fun filled activities .
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THE FACES OF 
NEUROSCIENCE

Offering advanced neurology, neurosurgery and  
neuro-oncology services.

Innovative, comprehensive and convenient care – close to home. That’s what you can expect from the neuroscience 
experts affiliated with McGovern Medical School at UTHealth and Memorial Hermann, conveniently located here 
in The Woodlands. We’re part of Mischer Neuroscience Associates, which means our patients are treated by some 
of Greater Houston’s brightest neuroscience minds. From complex spine and cranial surgery, to advanced 
treatment methodologies for sleep disorders and brain tumors, our clinics provide you with comprehensive,  
high-quality care and service – right in your own community.

Visit neuro.memorialhermann.org to learn more.

Mischer Neuroscience Associates- 
The Woodlands Neurosurgery
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Suite 130, The Woodlands, TX 77380
713.897.5900

Mischer Neuroscience Associates- 
The Woodlands Neurology
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Suite 250, The Woodlands, TX  77380
281.210.2840

The Woodlands Neurology and Sleep  
at Mischer Neuroscience Associates
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Suite 270, The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.465.4050
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With 1 – 7+ acre wooded estate homesites, a sparkling 40-acre lake, miles of trails, 

and a beautiful Lakehouse Lodge, Willowcreek Ranch is the natural choice for 

exceptional living. Stake your claim in Northwest Houston’s premier gated custom 

home community!

C O M E  H O M E  T O  I N C R E D I B L E .

WillowcreekRanchTX.com
281-351-1900

19744 Telge Road
Tomball, Texas 77377

068-195 WR CommImpactAd_MECH.indd   1 3/18/16   2:48 PM
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
The most challenging 

part of our job is keeping 
abreast of news that is 
important to you. 

A perfect story for 
us is not only one that is 
well-written and well-re-
searched with all points 
of view represented, but 
for it to be accompanied 
by an incredible graphic 
that brings the story to 
life. My rule of thumb is 

that if I can understand a complex story and it makes 
sense to me, then anyone can.

This issue is filled with great stories about transporta-
tion, education, small businesses and local people who 
make a difference in our community. We look for the 
story behind the story and search for informed sources 
for verification. Fairness and objectivity are paramount 

to ensuring credibility is maintained with you.
It is our obligation to you to be there when you cann-

not. That is why we will sit through hours of what could 
be considered tedious public meetings searching for 
that one piece of information that you need to know. An 
example is the story on the county thoroughfare plan. 
The last section on Page 75 describes the detail everyone 
seemed to miss at the last Woodlands Township board 
of directors meeting. And it was probably the point of 
the whole meeting.

I tell most everyone I talk to on a daily basis that if 
they or their neighbor think of a question they have or 
a local issue they would like to learn more about, please 
call, email or text us. Community Impact  
Newspaper is your local newspaper.

Jim Pollard
GENERAL MANAGER

jpollard@communityimpact.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

A new law was passed during the 2015 legislative session that gave counties the 

option to consider approving three new sales seasons. However, Montgomery 

County commissioners voted in March not to expand fireworks sales seasons. 

Are you in favor of additional fireworks 
sales seasons in Montgomery County?

  33.3%                            No, fireworks are disruptive enough 
                                    during Fourth of July and New Year’s.

  33.3%                            No, fireworks are too dangerous in the 
                                      densely populated areas of the county.

  33.3%                            Yes, fireworks don’t bother me. 

0%  Yes, it will pump more money into the economy.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 3/10/16–4/5/16
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Opening 2017

© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD029_011316

Lillian is the expert
in living room 
runway modeling.

We are the experts in pediatric neurology. When Lillian
was diagnosed with a severe form of epilepsy, she came to
Texas Children’s to receive cutting-edge, life-saving treatment.
Now that she’s seizure-free – and developing like a typical
child her age – she needs specialized follow-up care that she
can’t find just anywhere. Why are we bringing world-renowned
pediatric expertise and more than 20 pediatric subspecialty
services to The Woodlands? So Lillian can focus on the more
important things in her life…like perfecting her signature
catwalk pose. 

Learn more at texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

WLD029_ad_Hero_Lillian_CIN_Layout 1  1/14/16  11:07 AM  Page 1
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She has designer taste 
on a lollipop allowance

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (2359501_17536)

Hands on Banking® to the rescue.
At Wells Fargo, we believe it’s never too soon to teach your child the importance of saving. That’s why we 
developed a free, fun financial education program designed to teach your child the difference between wants 
and needs, and how to save for what’s important. We call it Hands on Banking, and the curriculum ranges 
from children to adults, so you and your children can all learn more about making the most of your money. 
Learn more at handsonbanking.org.
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Company opened March 28 at 17947 
I-45 S., Ste. 202, Shenandoah. The 
business offers paints, stains, supplies 
and wallpapers. 936-271-2657.  
www.sherwin-williams.com 

5  Fish Gallery opened in March 
at 26002 I-45, Spring. The business 
is a full-service tropical fish and 
aquarium store and offers aquarium 

Now Open

1  Harvest Natural Market opened 
March 24 at 25115 Gosling Road, 
Spring. The locally focused grocery 
store carries produce, bulk supplies, 
organic baked goods and artisan 
cheeses. 832-698-4495.
www.harvestnaturalmarket.com

2  Windy City Grill & Pizza opened 
in March at 1500 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 100, The Woodlands. The 
eatery features Chicago-style, thin 
crust pizzas and hot dogs, and a 
variety of sandwiches. 281-651-5194. 
www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

3  Bill and Leslie Brady opened a 
new location of Pinch A Penny Pool, 

Patio and Spa on Feb. 22 at 30340 
FM 2978, Ste. 740, Magnolia. The 
franchise company operates over 200 
stores in Texas, Louisiana, Alabama 
and Florida and offers a selection 
of spas and hot tubs, pool cleaning 
equipment and patio accessories.  
281-305-4725. pinchapenny.com

4  Sherwin-Williams Paint 
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1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380  • www.hfgwm.com •  832.585.0110

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES

ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION

CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER

WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

Larry Harvey, CEO
Serving families and small 
businesses since 1985. 

Please contact us for our 
second-opinion service.
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Compiled by Abigail Loop and Beth Marshall 
News or questions about The Woodlands? 

Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com
relocations, conversions and 
overhauls. 713-524-0173.  
www.thefishgallery.com 

6  Pumpd Nutrition opened April 
2 at 1027 Sawdust Road, Ste. 200, 
The Woodlands. The store offers 
smoothies made with real fruit and 
various supplements. 346-331-2117. 
www.pumpdinc.com

Coming Soon

7  Sammy’s Sports Grill will open 
April 22 at 1027 Sawdust Road, 
The Woodlands. The eatery offers 
appetizers, soups and salads, burgers, 
Buffalo wings, entrees and a kid’s 
menu. 281-995-3599. 
www.sammyssportsgrillandbar.com

8  CTR Christian Academy will 
open May 28 at 29618 Wildfern 
Trails, Spring. The school has 
classes two days a week and then 
gives homeschool work on off 
days. Students experience hands-
on, interactive learning styles.            
www.ctrchristianacademy.org

9  The Woodlands-based Fish and 
Camaron will open a second location 
at 25219 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. G150, 
Tomball, in early or mid-May. The 
restaurant serves a variety of fresh 
fish and shrimp with a selection of 
signature salsas.  
www.fishandcamaron.com

10  Amazing Lash Studio opens 
April 22 at 10700 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. C, The Woodlands. The studio 
provides eyelash extension services 
with four lash styles from which to 
choose. www.amazinglashstudio.com

11  The Learning Experience will 
have its grand opening April 16 
at 33043 Egypt Lane, Magnolia. 

An academy of early education for 
children ages six weeks to 6 years 
old, the Learning Experience offers 
early literacy programs, social 
programs and philanthropy-focused 
curriculum. 346-703-2153. 
www.thelearningexperience.com

Relocations

12  Passion Pools LLC relocated 
from 7424 FM 1488, Ste. D, Magnolia, 
to 7503 FM 1488, Ste. B, Magnolia, 
in March. The business specializes 
in design work and construction for 
a variety of swimming pool styles, 
outdoor kitchens, landscaping and 
swimming pool remodeling.
281-315-6494.  
www.passionpoolsllc.com

13  Potler CPA Services, PLLC 
relocated from its Northwest 
Houston office to 16610 I-45 S., 
Ste. 204, The Woodlands, on 
March 14. The accountancy firm 
offers comprehensive professional 
services, such as remote or on-site 
bookkeeping, on-site Quickbooks 
consulting, structured Quickbook 
seminars and both personal income 
tax and corporate income tax 
preparation by a licensed CPA.  
281-809-0125. www.potlercpa.com

14  Blanton Advisors LLC relocated 
March 22 to 19221 I-45 S., Ste. 
180, The Woodlands, from 8505 
Technology Forest Place, The 
Woodlands. The company offers 
experienced chief financial officer 
and business consulting services.  
281-362-2924.  
www.blantonadvisors.com 

Anniversaries

15  Mercedes Benz-The 
Woodlands celebrates its one-year 

anniversary in April at 16917 I-45 
S., The Woodlands. The luxury 
car dealership features a Mercedes 
showroom, service facility and a wide 
range of new and certified preowned 
Mercedes-Benz and Sprinter vehicles. 
936-235-2477. www.mbotw.com

16  Robichau’s Jewelry celebrated 
its 30-year anniversary April 1 at 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 
245, The Woodlands. The family-
owned business will offer customers 
30 percent off all items, excluding 
consignment items, loose diamonds, 
repairs and custom designs, for the 
entire month of April. 281-367-7807. 
www.robichausjewelry.com

17  School of Rock’s cafe, Dark 
Side of the Spoon, celebrates its 
one-year anniversary in early 
April at 30420 FM 2978, Ste. 
430, Magnolia. 281-465-9166.                                
darksideofthespoonrockcafe.com

Expansions

18  Angel’s Pet Hospital is 
undergoing construction to expand 
the facility. The veterinary clinic, 
which is located at 24734 Kuykendahl 
Road, Tomball, offers health care, 
boarding and grooming for cats and 
dogs. 281-290-0360. 
www.angelspethospital.net

19  St. Anthony of Padua Catholic 
Church will break ground April 
16 at 7801 Bay Branch Drive, The 
Woodlands, on an expansion that 
includes an outreach facility, sports 
fields and a parking expansion for 
its church and school. The outreach 
facility will be home to a new food 
pantry, and the sports fields will be 
relocated to include a football field. 
281-296-2800. www.staoptw.org

Fish Gallery opened in March at 26002 I-45, 
Spring.
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business April 1.
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Harvest Natural Market opened March 24 at  
25115 Gosling Road, Spring.
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CTR Christian Academy will open May 28 at 
29618 Wildfern Trails, Spring.
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

COME VISIT US IN THE 
PINECROFT CENTER!

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

I N V E N T O RY 
R E D U C T I O N 

S A L E
20-70% OFF
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WHY 
TRUST 
YOUR 
HEART TO 
ANYONE 
ELSE?

ImagineBetterHealth.org

With two campuses in The Woodlands area,

CHI St. Luke’s Health offers Montgomery County residents 

specialized, compassionate cardiovascular care that’s

just a heartbeat away at CHI St. Luke’s Health–

The Woodlands Hospital and Lakeside Hospital. 

When it comes to matters of the heart, turn to the

experts with more than 60 years of life-changing 

advancements in heart and vascular care behind them. 

General CV_Community Impact_Woodlands_9.1837x11.25_MECH.pdf   1   3/16/16   1:30 PM
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store in June at Market Street, The 
Woodlands. The international retail 
brand offers a collection of tops, 
knits and T-shirts, jackets and vests, 
jumpers, dresses, skirts and shorts, 
all for women. www.clubmonaco.com

7  Kolache Factory will open in 
mid-April at 1500 Research Forest 
Drive, Shenandoah. The eatery 
features a variety of kolaches, 
including bacon and cheese, jalapeno 
popper, sausage, egg and cheese and 
barbecue beef. 
www.kolachefactory.com   

8   Tiff’s Treats will open April 16 
at 1620 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
150, The Woodlands. The Austin-
based company sells a variety of 
cookies, brownies, ice cream and 
drinks and offers delivery service.                  
www.cookiedelivery.com 

Closing

9  Cafe Express, located at 9595 
Six Pines Drive, Ste., 150, The 
Woodlands, closed in March. 
The cafe served breakfast, 
salads, sandwiches and pasta.                  
www.cafe-express.com

Town Center 
 
Now Open

1  Truluck’s opened March 
28 on Restaurant Row at 1900 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 600, 
The Woodlands. The restaurant 
is an upscale seafood, steak and 
crabhouse establishment and is the 
company’s second Greater Houston 
area location. The menu features 

fresh-catch seafood and select steaks 
as well as a variety of wine options.   
281-465-7000. www.trulucks.com

2  The Westin The Woodlands 
opened March 18 at 2 Waterway 
Square, The Woodlands. The hotel 
features a fitness studio, an infinity 
pool and an upscale restaurant and 
bar as well as 302 guest rooms and 
suites. 281-419-4300.  
www.starwood.com/westin

3  Questback opened March 31 
at 21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 500, The 
Woodlands. The feedback-platform 
company works with thousands 
of companies to collect real-time 
feedback and employee touch 
points through online surveys.                
www.questback.com

Coming Soon 

4  Broken Barrel will open in 
June in Hughes Landing in The 
Woodlands, adjacent to Restaurant 
Row on the ground level of One 
Lakes Edge. The wine bar will offer 
small plates and a variety of wines, 
including more than 20 wines by the 
glass and 10 signature craft cocktails.  
Wine selections are from a variety of 
worldwide vineyards.  

5  RIDE Indoor Cycling will open 
its newest location this June at 1950 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 1500, 
The Woodlands. The boutique fitness 
studio offers intense, full-body 
workouts during 45-minute sessions. 
www.ride-indoorcycling.com 

6  Club Monaco will open its 
second Greater Houston area 

45
Town Center

Map not to scale
TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

W
ood

loch Forest D
r.

Technology Forest Blvd.
Hughes Landing Blvd.

Compiled by Abigail Loop and Beth MarshallIMPACTS 

Waterway 
Square Pl.

W
aterw

ay A
ve.

1

6

87

23

9

4 5

16TWD_2451_CreeksideUnplugged_9.1837x5.5416_3.indd   1 3/2/16   11:31 AM



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

Visit houstonmethodist.org/breast-care to schedule 
your mammogram online or call 936.270.3600.

COMPLETE BREAST CARE, 
NOW CLOSER TO HOME.

Houston Methodist is bringing 3-D mammograms to The 
Woodlands — so taking care of yourself just became more 
convenient.

Houston Methodist Breast Care Center at The Woodlands
Medical Office Building 1
Suite 310
17183 Interstate 45 South
The Woodlands, TX  77385

HOUSTON METHODIST BREAST CARE 
CENTER AT THE WOODLANDS IS NOW OPEN.

NOW OPEN

Mammogram Now Open (Community Impact 9.1837 x 11.25).indd   1 2/23/16   7:49 PM
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West Rayford Rd.

Creekside Forest Dr.

6   Woodlands Parkway lane 
improvements
Construction on intersection 
improvements at Woodlands 
Parkway and Grogan’s Mill Road 
continues this spring. The project 
adds eastbound and westbound left-
turn lanes, widens the northbound 
and southbound approaches and 
widens the area under the overpass. 
Lane closure details associated with 
the project can be found on The 
Woodlands Township’s website. 

Timeline: June 2015-summer 2016
Cost: $1.2 million
Funding sources: Woodlands 
Road Utility District

7   Kuykendahl Road bridge
The WRUD has designed a bridge 
for Kuykendahl Road at Spring 
Creek, which will expand the road 
to four lanes. Montgomery County 
has approved the agreement for 
the WRUD to manage the project. 
Approval from Harris County is 
pending. Harris County estimates 
that once a contractor has been 
selected, construction will take  
12-18 months.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris and 
Montgomery counties, WRUD

8   FM 2978  widening
TxDOT plans to widen FM 2978 in two 
sections: from Dry Creek to Hufsmith 
Conroe Road and from Dry Creek north 
to FM 1488. The 6.5-mile widening 
project, set to begin this summer, will 
help make the road safer and alleviate 
congestion, according to TxDOT 
officials. 

Timeline: mid-2016-2019
Cost: $25 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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4   Gosling Road improvements
Voters in Harris County approved a $700 
million mobility bond package last 
November to help accommodate rapid 
population growth. Precinct 4, which 
includes the Village of Creekside Park 
in The Woodlands, will receive 30 
percent of the transportation funding. 
The precinct has plans to make several 
improvements to the Gosling Road 
corridor including widening the road 
from two to four lanes from West Rayford 
Road to Creekside Forest Drive. Bond 
funds may also pay for the construction 
of a second bridge over Spring Creek.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $7 million (bridge), $4.9 million 
(widening between Creekside Forest 
Drive and West Rayford Road)
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4

5   Egypt Lane widening
The project will widen a half-mile stretch 
from Research Forest Drive to FM 1488 
from two to four lanes with a center-
turn lane. A storm sewer system will be 
installed to replace the existing drainage 
ditches.

Timeline: summer 2017-TBD
Cost: $1.8 million
Funding sources: Westwood Magnolia 
Parkway Improvement District

1   Grand Parkway Segment G
The Texas Department of 
Transportation finished construction 
on Segment G of the Grand 
Parkway, Houston’s third outer 
loop, in mid-March. The cost to 
travel from I-45 to Hwy. 59 is $3.01. 
Construction began simultaneously 
on segments F-1, F-2 and G in 
mid-2013, but the completion of 
Segment G was delayed more than 
a month due to weather-related 
issues. The three newest sections 
of the Grand Parkway include 38 
miles of tolled road from Hwy. 290 
in Cypress to Hwy. 59 near New 
Caney. 

Timeline: mid-2013-March 2016
Cost: $1.2 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

2  Rayford Road improvements
The November county bond election 
approved by voters last fall provided 

funding for improvements to the 
Rayford Road corridor from Richard 
Road to the Grand Parkway. Proposed 
improvements include widening the 
roadway from four to six lanes, building 
a six-lane bridge to bypass the Union 
Pacific Railroad, installing new traffic 
signals and street signage, building a 
raised median and installing additional 
traffic lights. Construction could begin 
by early next year and will take about 
two years to complete. Precinct 3 will 
host a public meeting from 4-7 p.m. 
April 14 at Faith United Methodist 
Church to provide residents more 
details regarding the upcoming project, 
which is in the preliminary design stage. 

Timeline:  TBD
Cost: $60 million
Funding sources: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3

3   I-45 HOV lane extension
TxDOT is extending the I-45 high 
occupancy vehicle lane from north of 
FM 1960 in northern Harris County 
to South Loop 336 in Conroe. 
Construction began on the project in 
October, and work is expected to wrap 
up by May. The project adds one new 
lane in each direction. 

Timeline: October-May
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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In design phase

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Marie Leonard and Wendy Cawthon
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texaschildrens.org/promise

To provide pediatric emergency care
right in Charlie’s backyard.

When Charlie required emergency care, his family knew he 
needed the specialized services only Texas Children’s Hospital 

could provide. That meant driving more than 40 miles to Houston — 
and that’s a long way when every second counts. Your gift to 
the Promise Campaign will help support the construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, bringing 

dedicated pediatric emergency care to a growing community.

Make your promise. Donate today.

29421WCIN-013-110415

29421_TCH_Pomise_II_WOODLANDS_COMM_IMPACT_29421WCIN-013-110415_PROD.indd   1 11/4/15   4:19 PM
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The Pod
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Gail Harris, owner of The Pod, teaches the Infant Aquatics program at her facility in Oak Ridge 
North.
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The Pod
Facility offers infant aquatics lessons

T ucked into Oak Ridge North 
off Hanna Road is The Pod, 
home of The Woodlands 

Infant Aquatics program, where 
children as young as six months can 
jump in and learn about water safety. 

Gail Harris, owner of The Pod, is 
especially passionate about teach-
ing babies to swim because most 
drowning victims in Texas are age 5 
or younger, she said. 

“I realized the one thing that I 
needed for the youngest of children 
is complete control of the water,” 
Harris said. “I needed to have the 
chemical balance just perfect. I 
needed to have the water tempera-
ture very comfortable ... which 
you’re not going to find in any other 
location in this area where you’ve got 
adult swimmers because they can’t 
take it that warm.”

Harris has worked at YMCA 
locations as well as other aquatic 
centers in the Spring area, and she 
has been certified in infant aquatics 
since 2008. She has taught swim-
ming lessons for a total of 30 years 
and officially opened The Pod in 
early 2015. 

“I wanted to expand my knowl-
edge to be able to help the youngest 
of children,” Harris said. “The 
YMCA starts at age 3, and so I 
wanted to back that up and really 
start to have an impact on the 
children at their most vulnerable 
time.”

Six month olds and other young 
beginners learn techniques like how 
to fall into the water and roll onto 

their backs and float, which keep 
survival as the main focus. This 
makes them familiar with swim-
ming pools and teaches them how to 
wait for help should an emergency 
situation arise.  

“We started to develop our own 
programs—because we did start 
so young—to be able to take them 
through the process on a develop-
mentally appropriate level,” Harris 
said. “Obviously you can’t teach a 2 
year old like you can teach a 5 year 
old, so we had to really recreate 
the whole process, which we have 
done.”

Dana Kornreich’s sons, ages 5 and 
8, have been taking lessons at The 
Pod year-round for 3 1/2 years, and 
they both enjoy their time there, she 
said. 

“It’s been really great,” Kornreich 
said. “[The instructors] know when 
to push the kids, and they know 
when to hold back a little bit when 
it’s a little too much. They can read 
them very well.”

Harris said the instructors build 
upon techniques children learn in 
their age-group lessons and prepare 

them for competitive swimming. She 
is looking to hire more instructors as 
the busy season approaches. 

“I soon found that with our stu-
dents who have been with me since 
they were itty-bitty babies, they’re 
wanting more,” Harris said. “So we 
started to incorporate small group 
lessons where we could teach strokes 
mechanics.”

Harris said many students at The 
Pod go on to participate in a summer 
league or year-round club teams. 

“We don’t let them just slap down 
the pool,” Harris said. “We make 
them do it right. We teach them the 
right way to [swim], and we build on 
that with each level in our lap pool 
until they’re ready to compete.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

26447 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North
281-719-0816
www.podaquatics.com;  
www.infantaquatics.com 

At The Pod, Infant Aquatics classes are avail-
able for children as young as six months old. 

Masters swim classes meet at The Pod various times during the week to work out and train. 

By Beth Marshall

making a splash

9There 
are

instructors 
at The Pod

“I wanted to expand my 
knowledge to be able to 
help the youngest of  
children.”

—Gail Harris, The Pod owner

About  

270  
swimmers 
of all ages 

are enrolled 
at The Pod

The facility contains 

one 
four-lane, 

75-yard lap pool 
with dive blocks.

There are  

two  
other smaller and 

shallower pools with warm 
water for infant aquatics 
and aerobics classes.

Adult classes at The Pod
In addition to the Infant Aquatics program, The Pod offers classes for adults.

• The Masters Swim Class, which is taught by The John Cooper School’s head swim 
coach Steve Breeding, is open to all swimmers with a basic understanding of swim-
ming. Workouts are geared toward participants’ abilities and personal goals. 

• The Pod has aerobics classes for adults as well as private lessons. Classes are in 
the mornings Monday through Friday. 

• The Pod also hosts training groups for triathletes during the week. Water equipment 
like the Aquatrend workout stations help build endurance for all levels of swimmers. 

Hours

Masters classes: Mon.-Fri. 6-7 a.m.;  
11 a.m.-noon

Basic training, private lessons, learn 
to swim classes and small groups:  
Mon.-Thu. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.; 2:30-7 p.m.; 
Fri.-Sat. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Lap pool lessons: Mon.-Thu. 3:45- 
7 p.m. 

Warm water aerobics: Tue./Thu.  
8-8:45 a.m. 

Triathlon training group: Mon./Wed.  
7-8 p.m.
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“For our clients, luxury is defined by 
comfort level, not dollar amount.” 

  

EVERYDAY LUXURY  
AT EVERY PRICE POINT  

281.364.4828  │ TheKinkTeam.com 

 

CURIOUS ABOUT THE MARKET?  

DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE MARKET REPORT AT  

WWW.THEKINKTEAM.COM/REPORT 

Info@TheKinkTeam.com                  Each office is independently owned and operated 
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Enfusia

Enfusia
Local bath company gains popularity 
with array of artisanal products

A decade after she began mak-
ing lotions in her kitchen, 
Debra Myers continues to 

build on the success of Enfusia, her 
growing bath company based in The 
Woodlands. 

Now with 25 employees, Enfusia 
offers a number of bath products—all 
made by hand—including bubble bath, 
bath bombs, salts, lotions, soap, body 
mist and fine fragrance.

Enfusia products are sold at grocery 
and health food stores and can be 
found at every H-E-B in The Wood-
lands along with the new Harvest 
Market off Gosling Road, and Hubbell 
and Hudson’s Kitchen. They can also be 
found at several local doctor offices.

“Because we make everything locally, 
the freshness perspective is there,” 
Myers said. “That’s something we really 
pride ourselves on.” 

From a young age, Myers said she 
knew she wanted to work in the beauty 
industry. After earning her cosmetol-
ogy license in high school and major-
ing in marketing in college, she worked 
in field marketing for various cosmetics 
companies, such as Chanel, Dior, Cal-
vin Klein and Elizabeth Arden, before 
branching out to found Enfusia.  

“I got tired of the corporate side of 
the business,” Myers said. “There aren’t 
a whole lot of pretty things about the 
traditional beauty business.” 

Myers first began experimenting 
with making lotion at home after she 
developed eczema from stress and 
being around fragrance. 

“From there I was making products 
and giving them away to my friends,” 
she said. “Then my husband, who is a 
financial genius, said I couldn’t keep 
making all of this and giving it away.” 

Myers then started selling her bath 
products at dozens of craft shows. 
Through networking she landed her 
first wholesale customer—The Wood-
lands Resort—which began carrying 
Enfusia’s bath products. 

“I was then lucky enough to meet 
someone from Whole Foods and 
started doing business with them,” 
Myers said. “Then H-E-B called and 
before we knew it, we had this crazy 
business.” 

Myers carries between 14 and 20 
scents, each of which are complex. 

“I have several fragrance companies 
that call on us and tell us what is hap-
pening with trends in fine fragrance,” 
Myers said. “We take trends happening 
at Neiman Marcus and Nordstrom and 
bring it down to our level. If they tell us 
tuberose is popular right now, we say, 
‘Let’s incorporate the rose with some 
leather and maybe a little tobacco.’ 
You can make rose complex and smell 
great—nothing is made with just one 
scent.” 

Every product at Enfusia is vegan 
and gluten-free, which means no 
animal testing or byproducts are used 
during production.

“That was a decision we made five 
years ago when we said, ‘Let’s make 
this really simple for us and for our 
consumer so they never have to worry 
about the fact that anything is a ques-
tion mark,’” Myers said. 

Bath bombs are Enfusia’s top seller. 
They are available in different sizes and 
packaging and are often purchased as 
gifts. 

“Because we handmake everything 
here, it’s really easy for us to decide 
what we want to do,” Myers said. “A 
lot of big companies, because they use 
machines, can’t just retool everything. 
There’s a lot of ways we can package  
a product.”  

For the past six years, Enfusia’s 
headquarters has been inside a 
3,000-square-foot space off Budde 
Road, but Myers plans to move to  
a new 9,000-square-foot location later 
this year to help the company continue 
to grow. 

“When I think about how good this 
community has been to us, I don’t want 
to leave it,” she said. “Luckily, we don’t 
have to.” 

The new space is off Hwy. 242 behind 
Costco. It will allow for easier process 
flow with an intake and outtake area 
that will help Enfusia take on addi-
tional business and possibly add new 
employees in the coming years.  

“We have a nice home here in Texas 
and Louisiana, but we hope to push out 
and get a better presence in the outside 
markets,” Enfusia Vice President 
Jessica Holloway said. “If we could 
find other like-minded smaller chains 
around the country and use them to 
organically grow, that would be great.” 

BUSINESS FEATURE

25275 Budde Road, The Woodlands
281-681-0732 
www.enfusia.com

By Marie Leonard
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Bath bombs are Enfusia’s biggest seller and are sold at every H-E-B in The Woodlands. 
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Debra Myers founded Enfusia a decade ago 
and now employs 25 people locally. 

Employees are responsible for quality when 
making bath bombs and other products. 

Scents
Enfusia offers more than a dozen scents 
for its bath products, including:

• Arabian Sandalwood

• Casablanca Rose

• Clementine 

• Fleur de Lys

• French Lavender Kiss

• Gardenia

• Lavender 

• Lemongrass

• Let’s Get Naked

• Muscle Bomb

• Pomegranate Berry 

• Rose Ylang-Ylang 

• White Tea and Jasmine

• Coriander Rose Making a splash

1,200  
bath bombs are made by 

hand daily

There are employees at 
headquarters25

Between 14 and 20  
scents are available throughout the year

Enfusia sources  

7 types of salt for its products
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Up to 10 people of all ages can take part in an escape room challenge at The Lock-Houston. 
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The Lock-Houston
Escape room opens in Oak Ridge North

A fter a group of four friends 
and coworkers went to an 
escape room in the Greater 

Houston area last fall, the idea for 
The Lock-Houston was born. 

“All of us had an interest in invest-
ing in companies and a cool idea,” 
co-owner Zac Clift said. “We went to 
an [escape room] last September as a 
fun teambuilding activity, and when we 
left, we couldn’t stop talking about the 
idea and how we could make it better.” 

Clift and co-owners Gang Chen, 
Erik Rodriguez and Majid Salaar 
opened The Lock-Houston in Oak 
Ridge North in January to provide an 
alternative entertainment option for 
people of all ages in the community. 

“In some ways, it’s like an interac-
tive video game,” Clift said. “You are 
involved in whatever you’re doing—
you’re not just behind a screen. I 
think people like the challenge and 
adventure.”

The Lock-Houston features three 
different concepts, each loosely 
based on a movie. The Shenandoah 
Redemption concept is a take on “The 
Shawshank Redemption,” in which 
groups are locked in two cells and 
must use teamwork to escape.

“Once you escape, it’s not really 
over because you have to escape the 
prison as well,” Clift said. “There are  
a few things that make us unique as 
an escape room, but one is that we 
use multirooms. Every single concept 
of ours has more than one room.” 

The second concept is Ocean’s 
Royale and is a play on the “Ocean’s 
Eleven” series and “Casino Royale.” 
The room requires participants to 

escape a high rollers room using clues 
they could find in a casino. 

The final concept is Presiden-
tial Treasure—based on “National 
Treasure” and brings groups into a 
representation of Abraham Lincoln’s 
preserved oval office.

“You have to use historical knowl-
edge and things in the room to not 
only escape, but also provide proof 
that [assassin] John Wilkes Booth 
killed Abraham Lincoln,” Clift said. 

Groups have one hour to escape. If 
they run out of time, the owners will 
come in and show players the clues 
they missed and talk about high-
lights. Although about 50 percent 
of groups have escaped the prison 
concept and 35 percent have escaped 
the casino, no one has escaped the 
presidential concept yet. 

“Normally, if we had been open this 
long and no one had escaped I would 
be worried it probably isn’t fun, but 
people love the presidential room and 
how difficult it is,” Clift said. “There’s 
a lot of things going on in there so it 
makes the 60 minutes go by really fast.” 

At least two people are needed  
to sign up for one of the escape room 
concepts, which can hold up to 10 
people. Clift said there has been a 
good mix of corporate groups, adults 
and families that have visited the 
entertainment facility so far. 

“Some escape rooms may be 
[geared toward] adults with their 
themes, and I think here adults still 
have a great time, but kids can have 
just as great of a time,” he said. “I 
don’t think we’ve had a group that’s 
been unsatisfied yet.” 

FIRST LOOK

26797 Hanna Road, Bldg. 2,  
Stes. 5 and 6
Oak Ridge North
281-676-5023
www.thelockhouston.com 
Hours: Thu. 4:30-9 p.m.,  
Fri. 4:30-10:30 p.m., Sat. 10:30 a.m.- 
10:30 p.m., Sun. 1:30-9 p.m. 

The “Presidential Treasure” concept is in 
Abraham Lincoln’s preserved oval office. 

The three escape room concepts at The 
Lock require a variety of skills. 

By Marie Leonard

The great escape

$25

The Lock-
Houston 

costs

per person

There are
3 escape  

room
concepts

Participants 
have  

1 hour  
to escape

Each concept can  
hold up to  

10 people

A 4th  
escape room concept 
will open this spring

Chris McClain, J D Factors
936-703-0220 | www.jdfactors.com

We help your business to grow or overcome cash fl ow 
challenges with a quick and simple process, called 
Account Receivable Financing, or Factoring.

We’ve been in business for over 25 years, and pride 
ourselves in the service we provide.

TURN YOUR INVOICES INTO CASH

Industries we serve: 
Transportati on • Staffi  ng • Energy 

Manufacturing • Janitorial and many others
CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAM!

When Sellers Pay Agents 6% To Market & Sell Their Luxury Home,
And “The Marketing” Is Just Listing It On MLS... That’s A Shame.

For The Same 6%,
There Are Agents
Who Pay For The

Seller’s Inter-Active
SMARTePLAN To

Be Created &
Uploaded Onto MLS.

Your Choice.

Top Agents Hire Us To Market Their Luxury Homes On & Off of MLS

Over 12 Years -- $375 Million Dollars of Property Sold 21% Faster 
Than the MLS Average – with 24% Selling ABOVE List Price

smarteplans.com • (281) 419-4025
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Lama Mediterranean Cuisine

Research Forest Dr. 
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Lama Mediterranean Cuisine
Revamped restaurant offers Greek, Middle Eastern dishes

L ama Mediterranean Cuisine, 
previously known as Lama 
Mediterranean Cafe, opened 

the doors to its new location in 
February and has brought both old 
customer favorites and new creations 
to its menu.

Manager Mo Othman said the 
family-run restaurant has always seen 
success since opening five years ago 
at 1500 Research Forest Drive in The 
Woodlands. It is continuing to see 
that same success, if not more, at the 
new location on 1644 Research Forest 
Drive, he said.

“So far it’s been good, we can’t 
complain,” Othman said. “I opened 
the first smaller restaurant just for 
fun at first, but then we got good 
feedback and it got busier and busier 
every day. So it gave us an opportu-
nity to expand.”

Othman said the good feedback 
the restaurant received was a result of 
the unique fresh food on the menu as 
well as the atmosphere of the eatery.

He said all the menu items at the 

restaurant are made fresh daily and 
come with a unique taste that cus-
tomers love. Greek specialties on the 
menu include the gyros platter and 
gyros sandwich, along with pastit-
sio—baked layers of Greek pasta—
and papoutsakia, an eggplant with 
stuffed beef and vegetables. 

“Everything is made to order—we 
have freshly made sauces, salads and 
99 percent of our menu is house-
made,” Othman said. “You can’t find 
things like this anywhere else. To 
satisfy the customer, the secret is in 
fresh food.”

He said the restaurant’s most 
popular dishes among customers 
include the Lama lamb chops, which 
is a house special, and the rotisserie 
chicken plate, a new menu item that 
debuted with the opening of the new 
location. 

Hookah is also offered at the 
restaurant and comes in five differ-
ent flavors for customers to smoke 
seated outside at tables in front of the 
restaurant. Also, if customers prefer 

DINING FEATURE

1644 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 100, 
The Woodlands
281-292-5262
www.lamacuisine.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Customer favorites:
• Lama lamb chops: Four pieces of lamp 

chops are grilled and marinated in special 
spices and served with white rice, salad 
and pita bread ($16.99).

• Rotisserie Chicken: All-natural rotisserie 
chicken is rubbed with special seasoning 
and served with French scalloped pota-
toes, tahini salad, garlic sauce and pita 
bread. (whole: $18.99, half: $13.99)

Traditional Greek menu 
items:
• Gyros sandwich: Tender juicy slices 

of gyro meat are served on hot bread, 
smothered with onion, wedges of fresh 
tomatoes and topped with a specialty 
cucumber yogurt sauce. The sandwich 
comes with a side of french fries ($8.49).

• Gyros platter: Tender juicy slices of gyro 
meat are served with white rice, onions, 
tomatoes and a house cucumber yogurt 
salad along with gyros bread ($11.99).

• Pastitsio: Baked layers of Greek pasta, 
Parmesan cheese and ground meats 
are cooked with tomato sauce and 
spices and topped with bechamel sauce 
($10.99).

• Papoutsakia: An eggplant is stuffed 
with ground beef and tomato sauce and 
topped with a cheesy bechamel and 
served with Greek salad. ($10.99)

By Abigail Loop

take-out, they can call ahead and 
place an order to pick up food at the 
restaurant.

“Our kitchen and space are bigger 
here and there are new menu items 
now, but our menu is still simple,” 
Othman said. “I like to take it slow.”

With the new space also comes 
an extra room in the restaurant for 
private parties and events. Othman 
said catering for big events is also 
an option, with large-scale catering 
already being requested in advance 
for the restaurant. 

As far as expanding Lama Mediter-
ranean Cuisine in the future, Othman 
said it is possible, but right now the 
family is focusing on the new location 
it just opened.

“You never know, we could open 
more locations,” Othman said. “We’ve 
seen quite a lot of numbers here; it is 
always busy.”

“Everything is made to order—we have freshly 
made sauces, salads and 99 percent of our 
menu is housemade.”

—Mo Othman, Lama Mediterranean Cuisine manager

1  The rotisserie chicken plate is a popular 
dish served at the restaurant, featuring chick-
en, scalloped potatoes and tahini salad.

2  The Lama lamb chops is another favorite 
dish, featuring grilled lamb chops and white rice 
with pita bread.

3  Manager Mo Othman opened the new 
location of Lama Mediterranean Cuisine with 
his family in February.

4  The restaurant offers counter service for 
its dine-in customers. 

1

2

4

3
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TIME FOR AN A/C TUNE UP?

$69 Tune-Up!
(Regular $89)LIMITED TIME ONLY!

WHY TUNE UP 
YOUR A/C?

PEACE OF MIND!

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

� x it Once. � x it Right. We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF $25 OFF
Any Plumbing 

Service
Any A/C 
Service

Not valid with other o
 ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 5/31/16.

Not valid with other o
 ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 5/31/16.

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

Over 30 years of Professional Service

Beauti� l � nish. Every � me.

$50 OFF
Any Painting 

Service
Not valid with other o
 ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 5/31/16.

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

“I taught my boys to take care of  their 
customers like they take care of their Mother!”
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Construction on Lake Woodlands Drive 
overpass project to begin this quarter
By Beth Marshall

Construction of an over-
pass on Lake Woodlands 
Drive from Lake Front Circle 
to just west of Six Pines Drive 
is slated to begin during the 
second quarter of 2016. 

The $8 million overpass will 
have four lanes to allow traffic 
on Lake Woodlands Drive to 
bypass the light at Grogan’s 
Mill Road, said Dan Kolk-
horst, vice president of land 
development for The Wood-
lands Development Company. 

“It’s an incredibly impres-
sive project,” said J.J. Hollie, 
The Woodlands Area Cham-
ber of Commerce president 
and CEO. “It’s not your 
typical run of the mill, throw-
a-bunch-of-concrete-up-there 
overpass. It will have a defi-
nite Woodlands flair to it.”

Hollie said the existing trees 
surrounding the overpass will 

be protected, and any that are 
removed will be replanted. 
The portions of the guardrails 
that will face outward will be 
garnished with ivy. 

Hollie said there is not  
much need for reconstruc-
tion on the surface street 
of Lake Woodlands Drive 
because the overpass was 
planned for in advance. 

“Construction of this 
overpass was anticipated in 
The Woodlands’ master plan 
and the right of way was 
set aside for that purpose,” 
Kolkhorst said.

The overpass should be 
finished by mid-2017. All 
existing lanes of Grogan’s 
Mill Road and Lake Wood-
lands Drive will remain in 
service during construction 
with minimal lane closures. 

According to Hollie, light-
ing on the overpass will be 

embedded in the guardrails.
“It’s going to still be rela-

tively hidden,” Hollie said. 
“If you’re at [The Woodlands 
United] Methodist Church, 
that tree barrier is going to be 
retained, so you’re not going to 
see this concrete jungle look.”

The traffic at Lake Wood-
lands Drive and Grogan’s Mill 
Road backs up when people 
are trying to turn left into 
Market Street, Hollie said. 
Once the overpass is complete, 
drivers will be able to make 
a U-turn and then turn right 
into H-E-B and Market Street. 

“It’s a bottleneck,” Hollie 
said. “With the increased traf-
fic, there is some danger with 
some of the median crossings 
to get into the businesses there 
and some really blind spots.” 

Construction of the overpass 
will facilitate smoother traffic 
flow and shave minutes off 

TRANSPORTATION

commute times, Kolkhorst said.
“Congestion at the inter-

section of Grogan’s Mill and 
Lake Woodlands Drive will 
be significantly reduced as 

a result of this project,” he 
said. “These improvements 
should prevent major delays 
from occurring at this inter-
section for years to come.”

LAKE WOODLANDS DRIVE
OVERPASS

Work on a new overpass on Lake Woodlands Drive stretching from Lake 
Front Circle to just west of Six Pines Drive will begin during the second 

quarter of 2016 and is expected to be complete by mid-2017. 

Sources: The Woodlands Development Company, The Woodlands Road Utility District,  
The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce/Community Impact Newspaper
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Houston Methodist is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer inclusive of female, minority, 
disability and veterans.

The opening of Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital, a master planned campus with a 400 bed hospital – initially opening 187 beds – means unprecedented career 
opportunities for health care professionals passionate about shaping the future of health care from the ground up. As the eighth hospital in the Houston Methodist system, 
Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital will be a full service hospital building upon our rich history of clinical excellence in the Texas Medical Center. We have an impressive 
array of Leadership opportunities, including: 

If you’d like to be part of a visionary team delivering Houston Methodist’s 
special brand of health care, we invite you to explore our career opportunities.

THE  ONLY  THING  MORE  IMPRESSIVE  THAN  OUR  NEW  HOSPITAL 
 IS  THE OPPORTUNITY  TO  SHAPE  THE  FUTURE  OF  HEALTH  CARE.

The Best Place to Live in Texas is Now the Best Place to Redefine Health Care.
Now Hiring Leaders!

To learn more and apply online, please visit:
houstonmethodistcareers.org/ad/woodlands

• Laboratory
• Med/Surg
•  Patient Access 

Services
• Perioperative Services

•  Health Information 
Management

• ICU
• Imaging Services

• Pharmacy
•  Quality & Outcomes 

Management
• Rehab Services
• Supply Chain

• Birthing Center
• Cath Lab
• Education
• ER

Clinical & Non-Clinical Areas

Houston Methodist 
The Woodlands Hospital 
Opening Summer 2017
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Inaugural bike month 
planned for The Woodlands
By Marie Leonard

Bicyclists in The Wood-
lands will have a number of 
opportunities to get outdoors 
and ride as part of an inau-
gural bike month planned for 
May. 

Organized by the non-
profit Bike The Woodlands 
Coalition, events range from 
a public art ride to a bike 
swap along with meetups for 
bike enthusiasts, including a 
happy hour and yoga session. 

For the past three years, 
Bike The Woodlands Coa-
lition has celebrated Bike to 
Work Day every May, said 
Tiffany Perl, coalition mem-
ber and event co-chair.

“This year, we decided to 
expand on that celebration 

and incorporate a multitude 
of events throughout the 
month, open to all residents 
with bikes [and] accommo-
dating all types of riders,” she 
said. 

The largest event of the 
month is Bike The Wood-
lands Day on May 21. There 
will be seven hubs in the 
community—one main hub 
and six neighborhood hubs. 
T-shirts will be handed out 
at the main hub to those who 
RSVP’d and there will be a 
number of demos and spon-
sor tents. The neighborhood 
hubs feature discounts on 
light refreshments. It is highly 
recommended to RSVP for all 
events online in advance at 
www.bikethewoodlands.org. 

TRANSPORTATION
The highlight of May’s bike events culminates with Bike The Woodlands 
Day on May 21. From 8 a.m.-2 p.m., participants at the main hub can par-
ticipate in a scavenger hunt, bike maintenance demos and receive a T-shirt 
if registered in advance. The six neighborhood hubs will be open from 8 
a.m.-noon and feature discounts on light refreshments. 

May 2-8
Bike Shop Week
Local bike shops Bicycle World, Bike 
Land and Bike Lane will provide 
discounts on safety-related bike gear 
during the first week of May. 

May 3, 10, 17, 24 
TXTRI rides 
TXTRI coaches lead social street rides 
around The Woodlands on Tuesday 
mornings in May. Rides start at various 
village shopping center locations in the 
township and are designed as 10-mile 
loops. Rides begin at 8:30 a.m. To 
RSVP for a spot, and for locations, visit 
bikethewoodlands.org. 
 

May  3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Pathway Riders Coffee Meetup
The Easy Riders ladies group meets for 
coffee and a social hour every Tuesday 
at 10:30 a.m. at Black Walnut Cafe.

May 6
Bike-in movie
Bicyclists can ride to Town Center to 
watch a movie outdoors at Waterway 
Square. High visibility clothing and 
helmets are encouraged.

May 7
Bike swap meet
Held at the farmers market in the Gro-
gan’s Mill Shopping Center, bicyclists

can bring any extra bicycle-related 
items to find a good deal at this swap 
meet from 8 a.m.-noon. Individuals 
can RSVP online. 

May 7, 28
Woodlands Cycling Club rides 
The group will open its regularly 
scheduled ride to interested road 
cyclists. The 20-mile ride goes 
through The Woodlands at a semire-
laxed pace and starts and finishes at 
the Whole Foods Market parking lot. 
The ride begins at 8 a.m.

May 12,26
Bike happy hours 
There will be two happy hours 

Bike The Woodlands 2016 events throughout the month for riders to 
gather and socialize. Location details 
and more information will be available 
online in the coming weeks.  

May 15
Public art ride
Led by a Woodlands Cycling Club mem-
ber, bicyclists ride 11 miles between var-
ious public artwork in The Woodlands. 
The group will meet at 2 p.m. outside the 
South Regional Library. 

May 20 
Bike to Work Day 
Riders can bicycle in to either Whole 
Foods Market or Black Walnut Cafe to 
pick up a T-shirt on national Bike to 
Work Day from 6:30-9 a.m.

May 21
Bike The Woodlands Day
The biggest event of the month includes 
a day of activities at several hubs around 
The Woodlands. Neighborhood hubs will 
offer discounted refreshments, while the 
main hub in Town Center offers safety 
giveaways and T-shirts for individuals 
who RSVP in advance. RSVP information 
can be found at  
www.bikethewoodlands.org. 

May 28
Bike The Woodlands yoga 
A free yoga class is hosted at 1 p.m. 
by The Woodlands Yoga Studio to 
focus on the needs of bicyclists. Riders 
must preregister at www.thewood-
landsyogastudio.com. 

BIKE

Bicycle World

Bike Lane

Bike Land

Sources: Bike The Woodlands Coalition/Community Impact Newspaper
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5Neighborhood hubs

Main hub

Bike store

Sterling Ridge: Blue Mug Cafe

Alden Bridge: Lou Lou’s Beignets 

Creekside Forest: Fielding’s Local Kitchen + Bar 

Grogan’s Mill: The Woodlands Farmers Market

Research Forest: Black Walnut Cafe 

Panther Creek: Brooklyn Cafe

Whole Foods Market

1
2
3
4
5
6

6

For a full list of events throughout May visit bikethewoodlands.org

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for over twenty-five years 
as a large firm partner and as the owner of a boutique firm. 

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A - The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

Who do you turn to when you have an estate, business or tax issue?

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

• Business, Family, Estate and Trust 
   Litigation

• Asset Protection and Charitable 
   Planning

• Business Planning and Exit Strategies• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
   Disability Planning Documents

• Probate, Estate Administration and 
   Trust administration
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Triathlons bring economic boost, 
more traffic through township
By Beth Marshall

The Woodlands becomes a meeting 
place for triathletes from across the 
country each spring for races, such 
as the Memorial Hermann Ironman 
Texas and CB&I triathlons.

This year, the CB&I Tri will take 
place April 30, and the Ironman race 
will take place May 14. 

“These events are not only good for 
The Woodlands, but also the sur-
rounding areas,” said Nick Wolda, 
president of The Woodlands Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau. “Great 
places to live feature great events and 
activities. They make a place dynamic 
to live and to visit.” 

However, not all residents are in 
favor of the events, which have caused 
traffic issues in the past.

“The major sporting events like the 
Ironman and CB&I triathlons bring the 
community some name recognition, 
help some businesses, but not all, and 
cause havoc for people in the neigh-
borhoods they go past,” said Bruce 
Cunningham, Grogan’s Mill village 
association president. “While the sheriff 
and the township have worked hard on 
managing these events, they leave peo-
ple stranded in certain neighborhoods 
and inconvenience many others.”

According to John Powers, assis-
tant general manager of community 
services at The Woodlands Township, 
the Ironman Foundation was able to 
donate $122,000 to local charities last 
year, including Interfaith of The Wood-
lands, Montgomery County Youth 
Services and several more.  The event’s 
total economic contribution for 2015 
was $15.9 million. 

The total number of athletes registered 
for last year’s Ironman was 2,744, with 
158 from The Woodlands, Powers said. 

Both races will take participants 
through a swimming course in Lake 
Woodlands as well as a biking and 

running course in and around the 
township boundaries. 

Pros and cons 
Hosting such popular events in The 

Woodlands comes with benefits and 
drawbacks. While some residents can 
plan to stay home or plan an out-of-
town trip when these events take over 
the streets of The Woodlands, others 
cannot put their schedules on hold.  

“I think the vast majority of resi-
dents think we have too many events 
and would like to see them curtailed 
over time,” Cunningham said. “We 
certainly do not want any more 
[events], which will only add to the 
traffic problems.”

Alden Bridge resident Joann Man-
cuso said she is in favor of the town-
ship hosting events like these because 
she understands the economic benefits. 
However, traffic is still an issue for her 
and her family. 

“I do think it hurts some business as 
residents are not out and about because 
of the traffic,” she said. “But as a whole, 
I do feel that organizers have made 
great strides in improving the traffic 
flow and limiting the impact.”

Cunningham said The Woodlands 
Marathon also disrupted the weekly 
farmers market held in Grogan’s Mill. 

“It disrupted our vendors and cut 
traffic to the market by almost half,” 
he said. “Of those who did come to the 
market, many complained about how 
hard it was to get there.”

Wolda, acknowledging that not all 
residents are in favor of these events, 
said various benefits, such as health and 
fitness opportunities, volunteerism and 
economic value, continue to make The 
Woodlands an exciting place to live. 

“While these events draw visitors, 
they are also hugely popular with our 
own residents and businesses through 
individual and corporate participation 
and volunteerism,” he said. 

With the growth The Woodlands has 
seen in population, temporary backups 
are to be expected during these major 
events that attract people from outside 
the township boundaries. 

“It is certainly understandable these 
events cause inconveniences,” Wolda 
said. “I think it’s critical for people to 
plan their schedules accordingly.”

The Montgomery County Sher-
iff’s Office will be monitoring traffic 
and road closures throughout the 
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IRONMAN 2016 
RUNNING COURSE

MAY 14

UPCOMING RACES  
IN THE WOODLANDS 
The Memorial Hermann Ironman race on May 14 and the CB&I Triathlon on April 30 will 
take place in The Woodlands, causing some congestion along the routes.

Sources: Ironman, CB&I Triathalon/Community Imapact Newspaper

Lake Woodlands Dr.

La
ke

si
de

 Blvd.

Timberloch Pl.

Lake Robbins Dr.

Lake Fro
nt Cr.

Gr
og

an
’s 

Mill 
Rd

.

Si
x P

in
es

 D
r.

Map not to scale

45

APRIL 30
CB&I TRI 2016 
RUNNING COURSE

Lake Woodlands

UNCERTAINTY LOOMS OVER TRIATHLON BIKE ROUTES

Neither the CB&I Tri, held in The Woodlands on 
April 30, or the Ironman triathlon on May 14, 
have approved finalized bike routes yet as of 
press time April 8. 

The original bike route proposed for the Iron-
man triathlon led cyclists through four major 
construction zones, Montgomery County Judge 
Craig Doyal said. 

“Right there at FM 1488 and Hwy. 149 they 
have concrete barriers that have it closed down 
to two lanes,” Doyal said. “It’s difficult to get 
through there with two lanes of cars, so if you 
add bikes to the mix it could be very dangerous. 
The route they proposed would have been a real 
issue for cyclists.” 

One proposed alternative was to have bicyclists 
ride on a portion of the Grand Parkway. How-
ever, that route was not approved by the Texas 

Department of Transportation. John Powers, 
assistant general manager for community ser-
vices at The Woodlands Township, said Ironman 
representatives are working with Harris County 
to create a route that is south and west of The 
Woodlands, avoiding the Grand Parkway. 

“I really would like for us to work on [using the 
Grand Parkway] for next year,” Doyal said. “It’s 
not feasible for this year, but I think long-term 
that would really make good sense. If we put 
them on the inside lane of the Grand Parkway 
you could ride for miles with no intersections 
early on a Saturday morning. I think that would 
be a great alternative.”

According to Powers, Ironman representatives 
were aiming to have a route submitted for review 
by April 8. More details for the bike route will be 
available at www.ironman.com as it is finalized. 

triathlon events. 
“Other than the initial push of com-

petitors, the field tends to get spread 
out and traffic can move,” Mancuso 
said. “I live outside of the area that is 
usually boxed in by the courses, so I 

have never been greatly affected, but I 
do have to plan for these things.”

“I think the vast 
majority of  
residents think 
we have too many 
events.”

—Bruce Cunningham, Grogan’s Mill 
village association president

Map not to scale

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Work wraps up on Honea-Egypt Road 
widening, moves to Egypt Lane
By Carrie Taylor

As the Westwood Magnolia Parkway 
Improvement District is putting final 
touches on the long-awaited expansion of 
Honea Egypt Road, it now turns its atten-
tion to widening nearby Egypt Lane.

Talk of expanding Honea Egypt Road 
began as early as 2013, but delays due to 
waterline construction along the road by 
the San Jacinto River Authority pushed 
the timeline back. The roadway was 
expanded from two to five lanes, including 
a middle turn lane, from north of  
FM 1488 to where it meets Sendera Ranch 
Road—about a 1-mile stretch. 

“There was a bottleneck from FM 1488 
up to the Fish Creek Thoroughfare that 
was really bad in the evening hours after 
people got off from work,” WMPID board 
member Carl Gerhardt said. “The road 
widening has cleared the traffic congestion 
in that area.”

The final project task is to install a 
temporary signal light where Honea Egypt 
Road branches into Sendera Ranch Road, 
which is near the Woodland Oaks com-
munity. The WMPID has requested LJA 

Engineering Inc. to conduct an analysis to 
see if a permanent signal is needed at the 
intersection. Overall, road construction 
and signal work cost $2.6 million.

Just to the east of the newly expanded 
road, the design process for Egypt Lane is 
almost complete. The district is examining 
last-minute details and possible adjust-
ments based on a water drainage report 
and is awaiting approval from Montgom-
ery County, Gerhardt said. The next step is 
to acquire the right of way.

“Once [right-of-way is] acquired, con-
struction is estimated to take about nine 
months, including utility relocations that 
need to happen before roadway changes 
can take place,” Gerhardt said.

Construction on Egypt Lane will be 
similar to Honea Egypt Road. The project 
includes expanding the road from two to 
five lanes, including a middle turn lane 
and a storm sewer system to replace drain-
age ditches. The project spans from FM 
1488 to Research Forest Drive, near Ellisor 
Elementary School.

The cost estimate for the Egypt 
Lane project is $1.8 million. It includes 

Woodland Oaks Dr.
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The Westwood Magnolia Parkway Improvement District has made 
improvements within their boundaries within the past year.

WIDENING DISTRICT ROADS

TO DO

HONEA EGYPT RDExpansion from 2 to 4 lanes Middle turn lane Signal work still underway  at Sendera Ranch      COST: $2.6 million

DONE

   EGYPT LANEExpansion from 2 to 4 lanes Middle turn lane Drainage ditches
  COST: $1.8 million

Source: Westwood Magnolia Improvement District/Community Impact Newspaper

adjustments where it intersects with FM 
1488 on the north side and Research For-
est Drive on the south side to accommo-
date businesses and prevent any commer-
cial dislocation, Gerhardt said.

Michael Rusk, vice president of LJA 
Engineering, attended the district’s  
March 11 meeting to discuss the current 
status of Egypt Lane. He said although 
some of the businesses located at Egypt 
Lane’s intersections may see potentially 
negative effects from the expansion, a 
long-term positive impact is expected.

“You’ll have a road there that is a lot 
more accessible, and you might actually 
get an increase in business now that people 

can actually drive down Egypt Lane,” he 
said. “They are going to be losing a little bit 
of land in some of these cases, and we’re 
going to be diligent in showing what they 
are going to be giving up, but also what 
they are going to be gaining.”

As soon as utilities are relocated, the 
district can begin advertising for con-
struction bids, Rusk said, which would 
ideally take place when school is out for 
summer break. At previous district board 
meetings, school officials with Ellisor 
Elementary School in Magnolia ISD 
requested for as much work as possible 
to be scheduled during summer break, 
according to district documents.

Breach of Contract
Whether suing or defending, we work to achieve your 
objectives with minimal disruptions to your business.  

Partner Disputes & Business Divorces
We have the tools to help you resolve ownership and 
shareholder disputes efficiently.

Real Property Disputes
Whether title issues, restrictive covenants, boundary 
disputes or nuisance claims, our attorneys have years of 
experience to assist you in solving complex property claims.

Landlord-Tenant Issues
We represent both landlords and tenants in rent disputes, 
evictions, and other controversies.

Oil & Gas Disputes
Our deep industry knowledge and decades of experience 
in oil and gas related matters are brought to bear to solve 
your most complex problems.

Alternative Dispute Resolution
We use cutting edge dispute resolution strategies to seek 
positive, efficient resolutions to all types of disagreements. 

Center: Bret Strong, attorney, managing shareholder;
from left: attorneys Royce Lanning, Wendy Lambie, Eric R. Thiergood, Sr., Brian Albert

Call today to set up an initial con-

sultation.Two Hughes Landing •  1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard  •  Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380  •  281.367.1222  •  www.thestrongfirm.com

Call today to set up an initial consultation.
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Looking for a new home, but overwhelmed with all the choices Houston has to offer? 

Find Houston’s very best places to call home with Friendswood Development Company. 

For more than 54 years, Friendswood Development Company has been creating outstanding 

communities filled with the best homes, amenities, schools and more.  And with 9 communities 

and 49 model homes open daily, you are sure to find your new home! 
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New trolley route being 
tested in The Woodlands
By Abigail Loop

The trolley system that makes 
its way through Town Center is 
under review as The Woodlands 
Township tests a new route.

The trial period, which 
will last through June, 
consists of two trolleys that 
run from Monday through 
Thursday. As part of the 
test route, trolleys go to a 
drop-off location along Lake 
Robbins Drive instead of 
The Woodlands Mall valet 
drop-off location. The new 
route also combines two 
stops by the South Regional 
Branch Library that were in 
proximity before. 

“The new route is a major 
improvement, but we’re still 
in the early stages,” township 
Director Gordy Bunch said. 
“By not going to the mall 
now, it’s working out well. 
The trolley at The Woodlands 
Mall valet drop-off would 

cause congestion.”
Transit program manager 

Chris LaRue provided details 
about the goals of the trolley 
system at the Feb. 17 Wood-
lands Township board of 
directors planning session.

“[Objectives are] to improve  
Town Center customer 
experience regarding mobility 
and connectivity and connect 
customers to hotels, shopping 
and entertainment,” he said.

Bunch said the township will 
be looking at data compiled 
by the trial trolley route to see 
where people are getting on 
and off, what times people are 
taking the trolleys and to look 
at schedule optimization. 

“As of right now, the 
trolleys have taken less time 
to circulate, and ridership 
is increasing,” Bunch said. 
“We’ll be looking at the data 
after June, and the board 
needs to review as a whole. 
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A new pilot route for the Town Center trolley system moves the stops within Market Street and The 
Woodlands Mall valet drop-off location to Lake Robbins Drive. Two trolleys operate the pilot route Mon-
day through Thursday, but route stops may vary in time due to construction. 

New Trolley stops

We want to have a much more 
refined schedule and be pru-
dent about it.”

Bunch said if the data from 
the pilot route proves there 
is a positive effect by adding 
more trolleys, there is a possi-
bility that trolley routes could 
be expanded to Hughes Land-
ing as well. Also, another 
trolley might be added on 
weekends during peak times 

to help with potential conges-
tion as more people come to 
The Woodlands, he said.

The free trolleys operate 
daily for about nine hours. 
The township funds half of 
the operating costs for the 
trolleys, and the Federal 
Transit Administration pays 
the other half through a 
grant awarded to the town-
ship. 

However, Bunch said once 
the township begins the bud-
get process later this summer, 
the board of directors will 
also discuss the possibility 
of having The Woodlands 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau fund the operation in 
the future. 

All trolleys are owned and 
operated by the Brazos Tran-
sit District. 

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper
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P Parking

THE WOODLANDS MALL

MARKET STREET

1330 LAKE ROBBINS DR. STE. 360 • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380

(281) 364-9100 • WWW.MILLER-GREEN.COM

 Since 1983

Asset Management
& 

Retirement Planning 

Call Today for a Free Consultation

Securities offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC
Advisory Services offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc. and/or Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc.

ONE MONTH FREE 
and bonus look & lease offer!

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes

With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

281-245-0388 
25145 Panther Bend Court, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com
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Grand Parkway Segment G 
offers new mobility option 
for Houston-area drivers
By Beth Marshall 

The Grand Parkway Seg-
ment G from I-45 to Hwy. 59 
officially opened in late March.

Public officials from Harris 
and Montgomery counties 
attended a luncheon and a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony March 
29 to celebrate the completion 
of the 13.7-mile road project. 

“The newest segment of 
the Grand Parkway illus-
trates foresight, leader-
ship and vision,” said Bill 
Hale, Texas Department 
of Transportation chief engi-
neer. “Since 1960, various 
folks have authored and 
put together a well-crafted 
facility with engineering and 
marketship, and leveraged 
funds, resources and politi-
cal will to get across the goal 
line, which is the envy of 
nations.”

Texas Transportation 
Commissioner Jeff Moseley 
said in 1910 there were 14,000 
automobiles in Texas. Now, 
in the Greater Houston area 
alone, there are 6 million cars 
on the roadways. 

“Because of our depen-
dence on this wonderful 
invention of technology, we 
now see the reverse of that 
is congestion and gridlock,” 
Moseley said.

Moseley said since the 
opening of the other Grand 
Parkway segments earlier this 
year, residents have called to 
comment on how much time is 
shaved off their commute from 
I-10 to The Woodlands area. 

“The Grand Parkway today 
will give back a huge return on 
investment,” Moseley said. “It 
will give us back this miracle 
of time savings.”
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Hale said building corri-
dors like the Grand Parkway 
help drivers willing to pay 
to use the toll road as well 
as those who choose not to 
because traffic is better dis-
persed when more roads are 
available. 

Mosely said he is excited 
to see taxpayer dollars put to 
work in the private sector to 
make the Grand Parkway a 

reality.
“The catalyst that really trig-

gered and made this segment 
of the parkway really become a 
reality was economic devel-
opment related to the Exxon-
Mobil campus coming to this 
region of the state,” Moseley 
said. 

The connector from the 
Grand Parkway to the Hardy 
Toll Road will be completed 

during summer 2017, accord-
ing to the Harris County Toll 
Road Authority. 

Toll charges on the newly 
opened Grand Parkway seg-
ment began April 4. It costs 
$3.01 to get from I-45 to  
Hwy. 59.

The three newest sections 
of the Grand Parkway extend 
38 miles from Cypress to New 
Caney. 

Segment G of the Grand Parkway is the newest 
section of the toll road to open. Drivers can now 
travel from Sugar Land to the New Caney area on 
the new roadway. 

Source: Zachry Odebrecht Parkway Builders/Community Imapact Newspaper
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Lone Star Family Health planning 2 new 
clinic locations in Montgomery County
By Bayan Raji

Lone Star Family Health 
Center is working to provide 
Spring and Willis residents 
with affordable access to 
primary caregivers at two 
new locations in Montgom-
ery County. Construction is 
expected to start in July on 
both facilities. 

Until the new permanent 
locations open in 2017, the 
federally qualified health 
center will operate tempo-
rary locations in both Willis 
and Spring, said Dr. Stephen 
McKernan, CEO and resi-
dency program director.

“Lone Star is committed to 
taking care of patients who 
want our services and work 
with them to assure access  
to quality primary care, 
providing access to uninsured 
patients through our sliding 
fee program and various 
grants,” he said.

Willis is a designated 
Health Professional Shortage 
Area, and 21 percent of Mont-
gomery County residents 
are uninsured, making such 
clinics especially important in 
bridging the health care gap, 
Marketing Manager Ashley 
Hamlin said. 

In 2014, just over 3,700 
LSFHC patients at the Conroe 
facility were from the city of 
Willis and Walker County 
areas, according to the health 
center. Both new facilities will 
provide dental service and 
comprehensive primary care 
medicine for patients of all 
ages, McKernan said. 

The health center’s mission 
is to increase the number of 
children who receive age-ap-
propriate vaccines, provide 
child and adult weight 
screening and counseling and 
increase the percentage of 
women who receive prenatal 

care during their first trimes-
ter of pregnancy. 

LSFHC is already an active 
part of the community in 
Conroe and intends to be just 
as engaged within the Spring 
and Willis communities as 
well, Hamlin said. 

“Specifically for the new 
locations, we will be reaching 
out again to strengthen and 
renew relationships with the 
local school districts, hosting 
events through Medicaid 
providers to target enrolled 
patients who have a gap in 
care and hosting our own 
community events to reach 
new patients,” she said.

Although LSFHC does 
not have plans for additional 
sites, McKernan said the 
organization will continue to 
assess community needs to 
determine the feasibility of 
opening another new facility 
in the future. 

HEALTH CARE
LONE STAR FAMILY HEALTH CENTER  

SERVICES

 Primary care health services
 Mental health services, including psychiatry and counseling
 Dental care
 Digital X-ray and laboratory services 
 Men’s health services, including vasectomies 
 OB-GYN services and mammography

BY THE NUMBERS:

70,000 
 square foot 

freestanding medical 
facility

There are 

25,000 
 children’s visits a 

year

55,000  
outpatient 

visits annually

14,000 
inpatient 

visits per year

new baby deliveries each year500

MONTGOMERY COUNTY LOCATIONS
There are three Lone Star Family Health Center locations in 
Montgomery County to serve the underinsured and uninsured 
populations.

CONROE
605 South Conroe 

Medical Drive

SPRING
440 Rayford Road, 

Ste. 150

WILLIS
201 Lincoln 

Ridge

336

45

South Conroe 
Medical Drive

Rayford Rd.

45
45
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Source: Lone Star Family Health Center/Community Imapact Newspaper

Lone Star Family Health Center is expanding its presence in  
Montgomery County.
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offshoot of the Southern Montgomery 
County Improvement District. 

The district is run by a board of 
property owners. Taxes are collected 
from businesses within the district in 
exchange for providing utilities and 
road improvements, WMPID board 
member Tom Grayson said.

One cent of sales tax revenue from 
businesses within the district is col-
lected and used for various improve-
ment projects within the district. 
Such projects include the extension 
of Research Forest Drive in 2013 and 
the widening of Honea Egypt Road 
completed this year. Most of the fund-
ing for both projects came from the 
WMPID, Grayson said.  

Greg Holcombe, owner of Holcombe 

Real Estate, said properties along the 
FM 1488 corridor are selling quickly as 
major retailers begin to buy up land. 

Development is expected to con-
tinue as transportation projects are 
completed.  

“It’s going to fill up within the next 
two years,” Holcombe said. “All of the 
other parcels are being bought up. It 
just keeps moving farther and farther 
toward Magnolia.”

Magnolia’s first H-E-B location is expected to be completed in late 2016 on the north side of FM 1488 
and Tamina Road. 

Growth along FM 1488 stretches 
toward Magnolia city limits
By Wendy Cawthon

For several years, the intersection 
of FM 1488 and FM 2978 in Magno-
lia was little more than vacant land 
with roads leading to Conroe and The 
Woodlands.   

In the past decade, several busi-
nesses and housing developments, 
such as the Westwood Village Shop-
ping Center, Pinewood Plaza and The 
Estates Woodland, have quickly filled 
in previously empty tracts of land. 
By the end of the year, two additional 
major developments are slated to open 
along FM 1488—a new H-E-B grocery 
store and the Triumph Center, a muti-
tenant retail space.

“I remember a few years ago looking 
at Lake Wincrest—the only thing that 
was out here was an A&W [restau-
rant],” said Deborah Rose Miller, 
J Properties Realtor and Magnolia 
resident. “There was just a gas station 
down at the corner of [FM] 2978 and 
[FM] 1488, and that was it.”

H-E-B is poised to complete con-
struction by the end of the year on its 

first Magnolia location at FM 1488 
and Tamina Road, joining other major 
retailers, such as Target, Kroger,  
Home Depot and Walgreens, in what 
is now one of the major corridors of 
Montgomery County.  
   Much of the development was only 
possible after FM 1488 was widened in 
2010 from outside the city limits  
to Mostyn Manor Estates, Miller said. 

“It was totally undeveloped, but ever 
since [Montgomery County] widened 
the road on [FM] 1488, that was the 
beginning,” she said. “It used to be 
that people weren’t coming through 
here, and [now] you can’t ignore it.” 

Several new housing developments 
are also planned along the western 
portion of FM 1488, including an 
expected 240 homes in Reynolds 
Reserve and 1,100 townhomes in  
Magnolia Commons. 

Much of the development sur-
rounding the FM 1488 and FM 2978 
intersection lies within the Westwood 
Magnolia Parkway Improvement Dis-
trict, which was created in 2003 as an 
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Three Hughes Landing
 12-story Class A office building 
 Remarkable views of Lake Woodlands 
 321,000 rentable square feet 
 Conference room and fitness center 
 Concierge and loyalty program

1725 Hughes Landing Blvd.
 13-story Class A office building 
 332,000 rentable square feet 
 100-seat conference center 
 Fitness center and delicatessen 
 Concierge and loyalty program

Spec Suites Available    
      at Hughes Landing

SAMPLE SPEC SUITE (1,682 RENTABLE SF)

Contact Jillian Fredericks for spec suite leasing opportunities at 713-830-2133 or Jillian.Fredericks@colliers.com.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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Commissioners Court 
considers new zones
for tow truck drivers 
By Marie Leonard

Montgomery County 
officials are working with law 
enforcement, the tow truck 
industry and the public to 
update its policy regarding 
non-consent towing. 

House Bill 2213, passed 
during the 2015 state legisla-
tive session, has made it pos-
sible for the county to make 
changes to existing towing 
policies to address safety 
issues on area roadways.

The proposed towing 
rotation process creates five 
zones in Montgomery County 
in an effort to cut down on 
the number of tow trucks that 
respond to a scene.  

“The safety concerns 
specifically are numerous 
wreckers that show up at 
different times and the time 
it takes to get there because 
they’re trying to get their chip 
in so they can be considered 
for the tow,” Assistant County 
Attorney Sarah Stallberg 
said. “We’re concerned about 
wreckers on scene blocking 
the streets and highways. It 
causes a dangerous situation 
for the public.” 

The proposed regulations 
only address non-consent 
towing, meaning law enforce-
ment scenes or vehicles 
parked illegally. Drivers who 
break down on the side of the 
road can still call a wrecker of 

their choice since it is not  
a rotation issue. 

In the case of a law 
enforcement scene, dispatch 
personnel will follow a 
rotation of towing compa-
nies included in a list for 
each zone. A towing com-
pany may have a number of 
positions on the rotation list 
corresponding to the num-
ber of permitted tow trucks 
in each zone. Tow truck 
drivers would have 20 min-
utes to respond to a scene 
within each zone under the 
initial policy, but the timing 
is still being tweaked before 
further consideration by the 
court. 

“The reason we have zones 
is so we can regulate the time 
it takes [tow truck drivers] to 
respond,” Stallberg said. “We 
don’t want someone racing 
from north [Montgomery] 
County to south [Montgom-
ery] County.” 

County officials also seek 
to ensure that vehicles are 
towed to a location in the 
county, Stallberg said. The 
proposed regulations require 
towed vehicles to be stored 
within the specific zone in 
which the vehicle was loaded. 

“The sheriff’s office received 
a complaint recently that a 
car was towed in Willis all 
the way down to Telephone 
Road [in southeast Houston],” 

COUNTY

Stallberg said. “We have con-
cerns about the car staying in 
Montgomery County.” 

More than a dozen rep-
resentatives from tow truck 
companies across the county 
spoke on the record at a 
March 8 meeting when the 
regulations were brought 
before the court. Several driv-
ers were in favor of a rotation 
process but urged county 
officials to tweak the regula-
tions before approving a final 
version. 

Milstead Automotive owner 
Amy Milstead said she is in 
favor of a rotation process 
to help reduce secondary 

accidents in the county. 
“Our county has experi-

enced rapid growth over the 
past few years, and traffic 
is a top concern for each of 
our citizens,” she said. “The 
rotation [process] would help 
with congestion when it comes 
to accident scenes. We need 
to move Montgomery County 
into the 21st century—we are 
chasing accidents like they did 
years and years ago.”

Tow truck operator Clinton 
Bass said he believed the 
proposed rotation was a little 
too drastic. 

“The rotation is going 
to kill us small-business 
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PROPOSED TOW TRUCK ZONES
Montgomery County has proposed new regulations to create zones for tow truck 

operators in the county. Drivers would be placed on a rotation to respond to calls 
within their zone. The zones may be tweaked as the process continues. 

owners,” he said. “There are 
different things that were 
done in other areas of the 
county—Shenandoah, Oak 
Ridge North—to limit the 
number of trucks per wrecker 
scene that would drastically 
reduce the number of trucks,” 
he said. 

Tow truck driver Dennis 
Blake said during the meeting 
he is in favor of a rotation pro-
cess as long as it is done fairly. 

“This is our livelihood,” he 
said. “One truck, one spot or 
one company, one spot. Give 
us all a fair advantage.” 

Lake Conroe
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ZONE 5

Source:Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper
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Interfaith growing Veggie Village program 
in The Woodlands with new garden
By Beth Marshall

The second Interfaith 
of The Woodlands Veg-
gie Village—a community 
donation garden—is now up 
and running in the Village of 
Creekside Park. 

This particular location, 
which opened in January at 
Wendtwoods Park, is set up 
so children can take a walk 
through the garden and learn 
about various vegetables and 
how they are grown. 

“It’s designed with children 
in mind,” said Ann Snyder, 
former president and CEO of 
Interfaith of The Woodlands. 
“When children come to visit 
the garden, they’re invited to 
hear, touch, smell and taste 
their way through and also 
learn about gardening, nutri-
tion and nature concepts.”

Snyder said many residents 
in Creekside Park expressed 
interest in starting a Veggie 

Village that was also child- 
friendly. 

Sarah Mundy, a master 
gardener with 16 years of 
administration experience in 
the nonprofit sector, oversees 
the Veggie Village program in 
The Woodlands. 

Mundy considers the com-
munity gardens her primary 
office since she gets to spend so 
much time tending to them. 

“Since our temperatures 
are so mild, we are able to 
grow [food] year-round, and 
we’re able to grow just about 
everything depending on the 
season,” Mundy said. “We’re 
able to offer a wide variety of 
vegetables and fruits to our 
clients.”

Mundy and her team of vol-
unteers often set up a farmers 
market at fixed- or low-income 
retirement homes.

“[Residents are] able to pick 
fresh vegetables,” said Missy 

Herndon, president and CEO 
of Interfaith of The Wood-
lands. “Of course, everything 
is free and complimentary.”

Snyder said that since the 
first Veggie Village opened 
in Alden Bridge in 2011, the 
garden has reaped about 
4,000 pounds of produce 
each year. The Interfaith of 
The Woodlands food pantry 
serves more than 18,000 
individuals in need each 
year, Herndon said.

Mundy said spring is 
a good time to grow and 
harvest tomatoes, cucumbers 
and peppers. Once summer 
comes, eggplant, okra, water-
melon and cantaloupe will be 
in season. 

“I would probably say we’d 
have to clone [Mundy] if we 
have any more gardens,” Sny-
der said. “She has an incredi-
ble background.”

While volunteers are 

COMMUNITY

Volunteers from the Oak Ridge High School Future Farmers of America  
organization help spread mulch at the Veggie Village in Creekside Park.
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essential to making Veggie 
Villages successful, Mundy 
works to make sure the gar-
dens are properly cared for 
and on track to grow as much 
produce as possible. 

“Not only [is it] a wonderful 
opportunity that we have with 

so many volunteers work-
ing these gardens, I think it 
also teaches—in addition to 
nutrition and home-garden-
ing—giving back and why it’s 
important to be a part of the 
greater good and help some-
one else,” Snyder said.

Wendtwoods Park

New Harmony Trail

Wendtw
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ds
 D

r.

Creekside 
Green Dr.

8950 Creekside Green Drive 
The Woodlands
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Hospital-college partnerships provide 
training for student nurses
By Bayan Raji

With the January opening 
of CHI St. Luke’s Spring-
woods Village Hospital along 
with the scheduled opening 
of Houston Methodist The 
Woodlands Hospital in 2017, 
local nursing programs will 
have the chance to increase 
the number of institutions 
they send students to for 
training.

Nurse training program 
partnerships like the one 
between CHI St. Luke’s 
Health The Woodlands and 
Sam Houston State University 
provide nursing students with 
the opportunity for hands-on 
training under close super-
vision. 

“If we have students who 
go to St. Luke’s, for instance, 
faculty will stay in the facility 
with them and make rounds 
to visit each student and 

make sure everything is 
going all right,” said Anne 
Stiles, director of nursing at 
SHSU.

Students are also able to 
bond with registered nurses, 
who often serve as their 
mentors, said Sherri Hardcas-
tle-Stump, education special-
ist at CHI St Luke’s Health 
The Woodlands.

“Mentors are their support, 
the one the [student] can go 
to and say, ‘Where do I go to 
from here?’ and encourage 
growth in the profession,” she 
said.

At the same time, hospitals 
like CHI St. Luke’s Health 
can observe nursing stu-
dents in action and use the 
partnership as a recruiting 
opportunity. 

“Through the partnership, 
managers have seen the 
nurses functioning on their 

units and get to see what the 
[student] is like, and staff 
nurses can see what it’s like 
to work with them while they 
are on rotation,” Hardcas-
tle-Stump said.

Hands-on training is a 
critical component of the 
program, and SHSU nursing 
students must complete four 
semesters of clinicals with 
hospitals, home health pro-
viders or schools, Stiles said. 

“We are an applied science 
so [students] have to learn and 
practice skills with patients,” 
Stiles said. “They have to 
demonstrate to faculty mem-
bers in our lab that they know 
how to perform [a particular 
skill].”

Such training program 
partnerships have been in 
place between SHSU and local 
hospitals since the nursing 
program was established 

HEALTH CARE

about five years ago, Stiles 
said. The university has agree-
ments with nearly a dozen 
local hospitals in addition to 
schools and clinics.

Houston Methodist The 
Woodlands is developing 
details for its training pro-
gram, said Simone DeMarco, 
director of marketing and 
communications at the hos-
pital.

Stiles said she anticipates 
working with The Woodlands 
location because the school 

already has an agreement with 
the hospital system in the 
Texas Medical Center.

CHI St. Luke’s Springwood 
Village Hospital will notify 
local nursing programs once 
it is ready to bring students in, 
Hardcastle-Stump said.

“When it gets to the point 
that they do [need nursing 
students], they will approach 
the local universities and ask 
if they are interested in doing 
clinical rotations at the facil-
ity,” she said.

Sam Houston State University has agreements with nearly a dozen local 
hospitals and clinics. 
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Sunset cruises, new events in the 
works for six Waterway cruisers

Interfaith taps 
Herndon for 
position of CEO

By Marie Leonard
The Woodlands Convention & 

Visitors Bureau board of direc-
tors chose Waco River Charters 
to acquire and operate its fleet of 
six Woodlands Waterway cruisers 
during a meeting March 16. 

Waco River Charters co-owner 
Michael Wilson said his group, which 
operates a similar service in Waco, 
wants to make the cruisers more of 
an amenity rather than just a public 
transportation option. 

“There’s a draw beyond just getting 
from point A to point B,” he said. 
“I think being on the water holds a 

By Marie Leonard 
Longtime nonprofit figure Missy 

Herndon officially took over the posi-
tion of CEO and president of Inter-
faith of The Woodlands and Inter-
faith Community Clinic on April 1. 

Herndon has served as the director 
of programs and services for Interfaith 
of The Woodlands for the last three 
years. She has more than a decade of 
experience in the nonprofit sector. 

“With our new CEO, we will con-
tinue our mission to build a more lov-
ing and caring community through 
service as she brings her great energy 
and ideas that will help us grow with 
our community,” Interfaith board 
Chairman Ray Sanders said. 

Herndon has held several leader-
ship positions in the community. She 
is a past president for Junior League 
of The Woodlands and has served 
on the executive leadership team 
for The Woodlands Area Chamber 

BRIEFS 

special place for a lot of people. It’s a 
neat way to see the community.” 

According to The Woodlands 
CVB, the group plans to enhance 
the existing service of the cruisers by 
expanding public and private events 
that could include lunch cruises, 
conference and convention activities, 
and other celebrations. 

“There are 68 restaurants along the 
Waterway for us to partner with,” 
co-owner Lisa Spitz said. “I can see 
doing something every night as far as 
a sunset cruise or happy hour. I could 
see doing packages and promoting 
with other venues in the area.” 

of Commerce. Herndon is also an 
alumna of Leadership Montgomery 
County.

The position of CEO and president 
opened up in January when Ann Sny-
der announced she would leave the role 
this spring after 12 years of service.

Interfaith of The Woodlands is a 
local nonprofit that offers numerous 
programs and services while Inter-
faith Community Clinic provides 
basic medical and dental care and 
counseling and patient services for 
the uninsured. 

For more information, visit  
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org. 

Waco River Charters plans to make The Woodlands Waterway cruisers more of an amenity. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

C
V

B

C
o

ur
te

sy
 In

te
rf

ai
th

 o
f T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s

Missy Herndon

Since 1976

YEARS

of Building Trust

Since 1976



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40

Projects on Rayford and Riley Fuzzel roads
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A new Wal-Mart Supercenter, located at 2901 Riley Fuzzel Road, will feature a gas station, garden center 
and pharmacy in addition to grocery items. The 182,000-square-foot store will open later this spring. 

Harmony features various models and floor plans for neighborhood homes priced between $250,000 and 
$600,000. Conroe ISD schools, such as Broadway Elementary, Cox Intermediate and York Junior High, are 
located near the subdivision.

Located at the intersection of Rayford Road and Harmony Park Crossing, the 
Broadstone apartment complex is under construction. 

The community of Woodson’s Reserve continues to take shape as more homes are 
under construction near the newest section of the Grand Parkway in Spring.

Massage Heights, Rayford Modern Dentistry and My Kid’s Dentist have opened in 
the past few months in the H-E-B shopping center on Rayford Road.

Compiled by Beth Marshall

VA • USDA • Jumbo  • Renovation • Pool • FHA • Construction • Bond • Manufactured • Condo • Relocation

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. Mortgage financing provided by PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company. Equal Housing Lender. © 2016 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital 
Company. PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (NMLS: 13649) is a wholly owned subsidiary of a state-chartered bank and is an exempt lender in TX. V121013.

PrimeLendingHouston.com
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Fewer states using Common Core, 
Texas sticks with TEKS curriculum
By Beth Marshall

Common Core state standards for 
English language arts and mathemat-
ics have been implemented in 42 states 
as of August 2015, which is three 
fewer states than at the end of 2013. 

Texas legislators implemented 
House Bill 462 in 2013, which prohib-
its schools from adopting Common 
Core and maintains the existing 
education guidelines the state adheres 
to—the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills, or TEKS.  

“In Conroe [ISD], we have a very 
succinct way in how we provide 
teachers instructions on the various 
needs of kids and how they approach 
the TEKS,” said Hedith Upshaw, CISD 
director of curriculum, instruction 
and staff development.

According to Lauren Callahan, 
information specialist for the Texas 
Education Agency, the Texas edu-
cation code states the TEA board of 
directors must work with Texans to 
determine curriculum standards. To 
implement a whole new curriculum 
like Common Core would cost the 
state billions of dollars, she said.

“When the state of Texas tells us, 
‘You’re going to teach this certain 
TEKS in this certain grade level,’ 
that’s what [teachers] do,” Upshaw 
said. “Districts across the state of 
Texas get to choose how [they] imple-
ment them, and I think that’s what is 
very different for many districts.” 

TEKS guidelines were first imple-
mented in the mid-1990s with updates 
incorporated when appropriate, 
Callahan said. Common Core was in 
its beginning phases in 2007.

“The Common Core state standards 
were designed to ensure students 

graduated from high school ready for 
college and a career and to be glob-
ally competitive,” said Carrie Heath 
Phillips, program director for college- 
and career-readiness standards at the 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
in Washington, D.C. 

Common Core sets standards for 
math and English language arts only. 
The TEKS curriculum accounts for 
all core subjects and classes, such as 
foreign language, technology applica-
tions, fine arts and other electives. 

“Standards are guidelines for what 
each child should know and be able to 
do by the end of each grade level,” Phil-
lips said. “Standards do not determine 
the curriculum or the lessons or spe-
cific tools teachers should use to help 
students reach the standards. Those 
decisions are left up to local school 
boards and educators at the local level.”

Similarly, in Texas, officials at the 
state level do not determine how 
teachers adhere to the TEKS in the 
classroom as long as students are 
exhibiting signs of being prepared  
for the next grade level, Upshaw said. 

“We need to prepare kids for 
problem-solving, critical thinking 
and teamwork,” Upshaw said. “If all 
we show them is one way to answer 
something, then we’re not preparing 
them for the real world. TEKS have 
the chance to do that.” 

Upshaw said it can be a challenge  
to teach according to TEKS guidelines 
because the new ways of learning are 
not always the same ways teachers 
were trained. 

“We need to do a better job of teach-
ing teachers how to teach kids this way. 
Does the state of Texas give you that? 
No. Do we do that in Conroe? Yes.”

EDUCATION Education standards
Although more than 40 states have implemented Common 
Core State Standards, Texas opted to continue using the 
existing Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills guidelines.

English language arts

Math

The Common Core State Standards Initiative presents three key shifts in the 
English language arts curriculum for states to adapt. The TEKS curriculum utilizes 
eight concepts to connect listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Common Core standards consist of three key math concepts. The TEKS curriculum 
highlights three essential skills. 

Common Core:

Common Core:
Focusing on fewer topics in math

Comprehending the link between grade levels 
and building on previously learned skills

Maintaining conceptual understanding, 
procedural skills and fluency and application 
with equal intensity. 

TEKS:
Understanding statistics

Utilizing probability 

Exercising finance

Developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills

Comprehending text

Responding analytically

Collaborating

Understanding multiple genres

Recognizing the author’s 
purpose and craft

Generating compositions and 
presentations

Conducting inquiry and research

"We need to prepare kids for 
problem solving, critical thinking 

and team work." -Hedith Upshaw, Conroe ISD

Sources: Common Core State Standards Initiative, Texas Education Agency, CISD/Community Impact Newspaper

Practicing regularly with 
complex texts and their 
academic knowledge

Exercising reading, writing 
and speaking that is grounded 
in evidence from literary and 
informational texts

Building knowledge through 
content-rich information

TEKS:

PrevuMove.com
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Move Resource Group, LLC
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Sam Houston State University to open 
new charter school in The Woodlands  
By Marie Leonard

A new education option is 
coming to the community 
this fall: a charter school is 
set to open in August at Kids 
R Kids of The Woodlands. 

The school, located at 320 
Valleywood Drive, is one of 
eight charter schools Sam 
Houston State University 
will open across the Greater 
Houston area, each at an 
existing child care site. 

“A large part of the costs 
of a charter school is the 
facility and maintenance 
of that facility,” said Stacey 
Edmonson, dean of SHSU’s 
College of Education. “This 
prevents us from expending 
those funds and using more 
resources on instructional-re-
lated activities. It also allows 
us to have partnerships with 
those facilities to build on 
seamless transitions.”

The charter school will 
launch with kindergarten and 
first grade this fall and will 
go up to sixth grade. There 
will be approximately 20 stu-
dents in each class. Charter 
schools in the state of Texas 
are subject to public school 
responsibilities, including the 
state’s accountability system. 
However, they have more 
flexibility in regard to curric-
ulum and structural systems.  

“We will be able to do things 
like flexible grouping and 
modified grading structure 
and a year-round calendar—
some things that are harder 
to accomplish in a traditional 
ISD,” Edmonson said. 

All standard subjects will 
be taught, including art, 
music and physical education, 
but the new school will fea-
ture distinctive educational 
activities through which each 

child will be evaluated every 
six weeks in each subject. 

Additionally, the school 
calendar will consist of 
10-week sessions with three-
week breaks in between. 

“It’s a year-round school 
model that keeps students 
active with their instruc-
tional processes throughout 
the entire year,” said Sandra 
Stewart, associate dean for 
the College of Education. 

SHSU’s charter school will 
be the seventh university 
charter school option in the 
state of Texas.

“They are not common 
if you compare that to the 
number of universities in our 
state,” Edmonson said. “But 
this is the first that looks like 
ours. It is innovative and 
unique in that it won’t be 
housed on the university’s 
campus.” 

EDUCATION

TUITION: none 

FUNDING: Charter schools receive 
state funds based on average daily 
attendance of students but cannot 
receive facilities funding or money 
from local tax revenue. 

TAXES: Charter schools cannot levy  
a local tax. 

ADMISSION: Open admission, lottery 

TESTING: Charter schools are subject 
to statewide assessments. 

GOVERNANCE: Charter board 
members are appointed, not elected.

STUDENT/TEACHER RATIO: Charter 
schools are not subject to state 
education codes regarding student/
teacher ratio. 

SCHOOL HOURS: Students are not 
subject to the seven-hour requirement, 
but they must receive at least four 
hours of instruction each day. 

DONATIONS: Charter schools may 
accept charitable donations from 
private and public sources, but 
they cannot be a requirement for 
admission or continued enrollment. 

TUITION: none 

FUNDING: local, state and federal 
funds 

TAXES: A public school district can 
levy taxes. The board of trustees sets 
the tax rate each year for property 
owners in the district. 

ADMISSION: Public schools are open 
admission, but students must live 
within the boundaries of the school 
district.

TESTING: School districts are held to 
a statewide assessment program. 

GOVERNANCE: Public schools are 
governed by a board of trustees 
elected by the public that is required 
to hold open meetings. 

STUDENT/TEACHER RATIO: The ratio 
is 22-to-1 for kindergarten through 
fourth grade classes, and any 
exemptions must be approved by the 
board of trustees.

SCHOOL HOURS: Students are 
required to attend class for seven 
hours each day. 

DONATIONS: Public school districts 
are not allowed to accept donations. 

 Charter schools  
in Texas

There are several differences between traditional 
school districts and charter schools. 

Charter schools public schools

Sources: Texas Education Agency/Community Impact Newspaper
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Gosling Road Segment 3

W. Rayford Rd.

      Creekside Forest Dr.

Gosling Road Bridge expansion

Gosling Road Segment 2

    
     

         W. Rayford Rd.

W. Mossy  
Oaks Rd.

Harris County has selected 
projects that will receive funds 
from the $700 million road 
bond passed in November. 
Precinct 4 received 30 percent 
of the transportation funding. 
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Sources: Harris County/Community Impact Newspaper
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Harris County tackles road projects near 
Village of Creekside Park in Precinct 4
By Chris Shelton

Propelled by the passage 
of a $700 million road bond 
referendum in November, 
Harris County has outlined 
its initial investment of bond 
funds toward transportation 
infrastructure projects.

Harris County Precinct 4 has 
prioritized north-south road-
ways that connect to the Grand 
Parkway with its first wave of 
bond funds. The expansion 
projects have reached the 
study phase of Harris County’s 
capital improvement process. 

The improvements will be 
among the first Precinct 4 
projects funded through the 
November bond, said Pamela 
Rocchi, director of the Harris 
County Precinct 4 Capital 
Improvement Projects Division. 

“Precinct 4 would not be 
able to continue the capital 
improvement program if vot-
ers had not approved the 2015 
bond referendum, [which] 
will provide a revenue stream 
to support the proposed 
project development needs,” 
Rocchi said. 

One of four bond proposals 
approved by voters in Novem-
ber, the $700 million mobility 
fund bond package will help 
the county accommodate an 

anticipated rapid population 
growth over the next 15 years, 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack 
Cagle said. 

Precinct 4, which includes 
the Village of Creekside Park, 
will receive 30 percent of 
the transportation funding 

based on the county’s current 
formula and precinct bound-
aries, Harris County Budget 
Officer Bill Jackson said. The 
precincts are redrawn every 
10 years.

“What we can do is to do 
our best to try to keep up with 
[population growth],” Cagle 
said. “And then hopefully, over 
time, as the area matures and 
stabilizes, then we’ll be able 
to catch up and to continue 
under the good service that 
everyone expects.”

Gosling and Hufsmith- 
Kohrville roads allow drivers 
to travel from Spring to The 
Woodlands and Tomball, 
respectively. Cagle said these 
roads are critical north-south 
thoroughfares that pass under 
segments F-1 and F-2 of the 
Grand Parkway—a 24-mile 
east-west stretch of tollway 
between Hwy. 290 to I-45 that 
opened in February.  

“I view the county as having 
rims and spokes in terms 

of getting around [east and 
west] and getting around 
[north and south],” Cagle 
said. “The Grand Parkway 
coming through and some of 
the improvements that we’re 
making on Spring Cypress and 
Louetta roads all are sort of 
rim projects, and the Grand 
Parkway, in particular, is an 
important rim project.” 

Gosling Road segments 
2 and 3, which will expand 
the thoroughfare from two 
to four or five lanes between 
West Mossy Oaks Road and 
Creekside Forest Drive, are in 
the study phase. 

Next, county engineers will 
design the road and purchase 
necessary rights of way before 
construction begins. Con-
struction costs are estimated 
at $20 million to complete 
Gosling Road segments 2 and 
3 and Hufsmith-Kohrville 
Road segments 2-4. 

The expansion of the north-
south thoroughfares in the 
area will provide relief to I-45, 
which is heavily congested at 
peak times, and provides more 
travel options to the area, said 
Paula Lenz, executive director 
of the North Houston Associ-
ation, an economic develop-
ment organization in North-
west Houston. 

“Having additional north-
south roadways takes strain 
and traffic off I-45,” Lenz said. 

These projects follow the 
extension of other north-
south thoroughfares near the 
Grand Parkway with funds 

TRANSPORTATION

The project will widen Gosling 
Road from two to four or five 
lanes from West Mossy Oaks 
to West Rayford roads.

The project will widen it 
from two to four or five lanes 
from West Rayford Road to 
Creekside Forest Drive.

The county will add a second 
Gosling Road bridge over 
Spring Creek, expanding the 
road to four lanes.

Estimated cost 
$10.2 million

Estimated cost  
$4.9 million

Estimated cost  
$7 million

from previous road bonds. 
The county completed an 

extension of Holzwarth from 
Spring Stuebner roads into 
master-planned community 
Springwoods Village in late 
2014. Construction is also 
expected to begin in the first 
quarter of 2016 on the widen-
ing of Aldine Westfield Road 
between Louetta and Riley 
Fuzzel roads. 

The county plans to create an 
additional Gosling Road bridge 
over Spring Creek, expanding 
the road from two to four lanes. 
The $7 million project could 

be funded with bond money, 
Rocchi said. The referendum 
will help fund mobility projects 
throughout Precinct 4 over 
the next seven to 10 years and 
could provide money to a 
number of future projects being 
considered by county officials. 

“I’m like the dad with a 
dozen kids trying to decide 
which child needs a new pair 
of shoes the most,” Cagle said. 
“I love all of the communities, 
and I’m very carefully weigh-
ing those decisions on which 
one of the children should get 
the new shoes.” 

“Having additional north-south 
roadways takes strain and traffic 
off I-45.”

—Paula Lenz, North Houston Association executive director

BUILDING, IMPROVING ROADS IN PRECINCT 4BUILDING, IMPROVING ROADS IN PRECINCT 4
Harris County determines 
the cost and scope of 
the project as well as the 
rights of way necessary to 
complete the road.

Harris County engineers 
design the road or bridge.

Utilities in the way of the 
project are moved and the 
land as well as rights of 
way are purchased.

The selected construction  
company builds the road 
within the desired time 
frame.

1. STUDY PHASE 2. PLANNING PHASE 3. PREPARATION PHASE 4. CONSTRUCTION PHASE

Cost: 7-8 percent of the 
project’s budget

Cost: 7-8 percent of the 
project’s budget

Cost: 20 percent of the 
project’s budget

Cost: 65 percent of the 
project’s budget

RAPID INCREASE 
OF RESIDENTS
RAPID INCREASE 
OF RESIDENTS
The population in Harris County 
has increased by 56 percent in 
the last 15 years, and is expected 
to increase over the next five.
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marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

CARLTON WOODS 
Netherfield Way | $4.9+mil 
5/5.5+ - ±10,575 sf 
lavish Roman-style pool/spa & pergola | wine room | sound proof theater | gym
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

STERLING RIDGE 
Player Point Drive | $1.7+mil 
5/5.5+ - ±5,993 sf 
7th hole of Gary Player course  
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

ARTESIAN LAKES 
Robin Hood | $760s 
4/3.5 - ±2,480 sf 
gated | lakefront log home | pier 
Joann Lammons | 713.824.4185

GROGANS FOREST 
S Mews Wood Court | $540s 
3/2.5 - ±2,682 sf 
lovely 1-story near Market Street
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

TOMBALL 
Winding Wood Lane | $540s 
4/3.5 - ±5,280 sf 
custom | 2+ acres | 16 car garage 
Philip Alter | 713.818.9538

MAGNOLIA
Water Oak Drive | $440s 
5/3.5 - ±3,565 sf
fantastic home on 1.8+ acres
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

SPRING
Comal Karst Drive | $380s
4/3.5 - ±3,322 sf
gated community | chef’s kitchen
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

CHAMPIONS
Clearlight Lane | $280s
3/2.5 - ±3,100 sf
enchanting Victorian-style | pool
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

VILLAGE COCHRANS 
E Sunny Slope Circle | $420s 
3/2 - ±2,460 sf 
David Weekley 1-story | pool 
Debbie Callan | 713.558.2270

*The $5,000 buyer incentive is an offer exclusive to Ashton Woods Homes, Coventry Homes, J. Patrick Homes, and Plantation Homes in The Meadows at  
   Imperial Oaks April 1, 2016 through April 30, 2016. Buyer will receive $5,000 in options, upgrades, or incentives to  be used towards the purchase of  
  a home in The Meadows at Imperial Oaks. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Offer may not be  valid with other promotions, price  
  discounts, or purchase incentives. See a community sales counselor for details.

The MEADOWS 
at IMPERIAL OAKS

TheMeadowsAtImperialOaks.com

SPRINGhome tour

Buyer Receives
NEW HOMES from the

$200s - $600s

$5,000*

32126 Kendal Ridge Lane
Spring, TX 77386

APRIL 1-30, 2016

in options/upgrades with
the purchase of a new home in 

The Meadows at Imperial Oaks
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CITY & COUNTY
News from The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County Compiled by Marie Leonard

The Woodlands Township approves $1 roundtrip increase for park and ride fares 

Montgomery County rejects additional fireworks sales seasons

THE WOODLANDS The cost to board The 
Woodlands Park and Ride will increase by $1 per 
round trip beginning May 2.

The township’s board of directors approved the 
increase during the March 24 board meeting. John 
McMullan was the only director to vote against the 
increase, which was tentatively approved by the board 
in January. 

The last increase to the park and ride fee was in 2013 
when it increased from $10 to $12. The township’s park 
and ride lots in Sterling Ridge, Grogan’s Mill and near 
Research Forest Drive take riders from The Wood-
lands to employment destinations in Houston. 

McMullan questioned why there is a township pol-
icy calling for the park and ride system to eventually 

pay for itself but not a similar policy for the town-
ship’s trolley system. 

“What I see is a very successful park and ride 
service that 1,500 of our residents rely on each day 
for work,” McMullan said. “Let’s consider the fare-
free Town Center trolleys which have a much lower 
passenger load factor, which is to say they are much 
less successful than the park and ride service. We 
have chosen to use unrestricted funds to subsidize 
that service, which I believe has the effect of subsidiz-
ing those who own land in Town Center, primarily 
the [Woodlands Development Company]. That’s a 
concern I have with this.” 

There was a 30-day public comment period for 
riders to submit comments. Although some riders 

questioned the necessity of a fare increase, a majority 
of directors said it is necessary at this time.

“We are trying to maintain and continue a service 
that people find value in not only in the township 
but the Greater Montgomery County area,” Director 
Gordy Bunch said. “There are hard decisions that 
have to be made to maintain this [service].” 

McMullan also expressed concerns about declining 
ridership numbers, which are projected to decrease 
by 5 percent in 2016, according to township data. 

The decline can be attributed to the downturn in 
the economy, the relocation of large energy compa-
nies moving closer to The Woodlands and individ-
uals working from home, said Chris LaRue, transit 
program manager. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY The 
sale of fireworks in Montgomery 
County will remain limited to twice a 
year—Fourth of July and New Year’s—
following a vote March 8 by Montgom-
ery County Commissioners Court. 

After House Bill 1150, authored by 
state Rep. James White, R-Woodville, 
was signed into law following the 2015 
legislative session, each county was 
given the option to consider three 
additional fireworks sales seasons. 
The proposed seasons included Texas 
Independence Day (Feb. 25-March 
2), San Jacinto Day (April 16-21), and 

Memorial Day from the Wednesday 
before the last Monday in May to mid-
night on the last Monday in May. 

The Montgomery County fire mar-
shal’s office conducted an online survey 
in February to gain feedback from 
residents regarding the proposed new 
fireworks sales seasons. Of the more 
than 4,400 individuals who took the 
survey, 61 percent of respondents were 
opposed to the additional sales seasons. 

Resident Karen Smith said during 
the March 8 meeting that additional 
seasons would create additional costs 
for the county in terms of manpower 

and equipment needed to respond to 
incidents and emergencies caused by 
fireworks. 

“There are professional fireworks 
displays available each year celebrat-
ing various holidays that the public 
can attend,” she said. “My research has 
led down one road—that most county 
residents were not aware of the legisla-
tion and were not happy about it.” 

The sale of fireworks is legal in all 
Texas counties two times annually—
the 12 days leading up to the Fourth 
of July and New Year’s. However, 
fireworks are only legal to shoot off in 

The Woodlands Township
Typically meets the fourth Wednesday  
of the month at 6 p.m.

2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

Montgomery County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month.

501 N. Thompson St., Conroe 
www.mctx.org 

Oak Ridge North City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Monday of every month. 
 
27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge 
www.oakridgenorth.com 

Shenendoah City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Wednesday of every month. 
 
29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah 
www.shenandoahtx.us

Meetings

The Montgomery County 
Fire Marshal’s office 

online survey

More than 

4,400 
respondents

unincorporated areas of the county. 
Most cities have ordinances against 

fireworks, and there is a covenant in 
place in The Woodlands that prohib-
its the discharge of fireworks.

Source:Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

39% for 

61% against

www.BerniesBackyard.com • 281-602-3419



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com46

MAYOR OF SHENANDOAH • CANDIDATES Q & A

Occupation: Realtor at Keller Williams The Woodlands; Mayor of Shenandoah

gwatts@shenandoahtx.us

www.shenandoahtx.us

GARRY WATTS*

Occupation: Regional Sales Manager for American Financial and Automotive 
services; Shenandoah Planning and Zoning Commission Member

ritchwheeler@live.com

www.shenandoahtx.us

M. RITCHEY WHEELER

I’m already deeply familiar with city operations, strengths and needs. My focus will be to continue 
planning for change, such as growth in housing, retail and health care, while adding enhancement for 
our citizens. These enhancements will include continuing our sidewalk system, green belts, parks, 
infrastructure upgrades, and keeping water rates and property taxes at the lowest level in the area.

Responsible economic development is something I am passionate about when it comes to our city.  
Shenandoah is growing, but we are running out of space. We need to take advantage of the growth in the 
area, but we need to understand that we will be living with these new developments for decades to come.

I feel I’m the strongest candidate because of my active involvement locally, countywide and regionally. 
I have extensive knowledge of social, political and economic issues that may affect the wellbeing of our 
city, including huge issues with mobility and water.

I work with—and network among—multimillion-dollar business owners on a daily basis. My job is 
to get in front of them and recruit them. I plan on using my background in the business world to help 
Shenandoah.

I see the most important issue facing Shenandoah as planning for the future. Growth is regularly knocking at 
our front door. I understand that decisions today have consequences in our future. We address these issues 
by staying engaged with staff, the Houston-Galveston Area Council, the Economic Development Partnership, 
the chamber [of commerce], county commissioners, TxDOT and other ad hoc mobility committees. 
Unintended consequences from numerous political organizations could have adverse effects on our city.

Long-term plans include continuing to protect our most valued asset—our citizens and their homes—
from commercial or retail encroachment. This is mostly accomplished through zoning and building codes, 
but in the short term, we need to stay involved. Growth handled properly will generate revenue. We 
don’t want growth and income to deface what we’ve already built, which is a traditional small town with 
21st century amenities.

Aside from economic development, I would like to see the city provide more benefits to our 
residents. More green space is an example of that. With economic growth comes funding for city projects.

I believe we do a lot of things really well and have a proven track record of quality projects and financial 
responsibility. This is demonstrated by how we finance projects while still lowering property taxes over 
the last four years. Our City Council is diverse and informed on the issues facing us as we grow. Council 
and staff put in a lot of extra hours addressing issues and solving problems.

Our city is unique in that we have all the amenities of a major metro area, and yet we have a warm 
hometown personality. I am just as passionate about keeping Shenandoah a community as I am about 
economic growth. Another one of my goals for this election is to get more of our residents involved in our 
city. As a city, we need to help our residents by providing ways for them to stay connected. 

One of my goals as mayor is to be proactive on who is looking at developing in our area, or should be 
looking in our area but isn’t, and help them understand why Shenandoah is the best place for them. I 
want to make sure that we get the best of the best because we deserve it. We have the ability to attract 
business that we can be proud of, will provide worthwhile services to our residents and be a good source 
of tax revenue.

What is your platform for this election?

Why do you think you are the best candidate to be the mayor of Shenandoah?

What do you think is the most important issue facing Shenandoah, and how would you solve it?

What are some long term and short term plans you will have for Shenandoah as mayor?

What are some things you think Shenandoah does really well as a city, and what are some things you think could be improved?

*Incumbent

2016
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LOCAL ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Beth Marshall

Candidate responses may have been cut for space

VOTER ID REQUIRED

Texas voters are required to present one of seven specific 
forms of photo identification before they may cast their 
ballot.

Under Senate Bill 14, which was passed by the Texas 
Legislature in 2011 but did not take effect until a decision 
by the U.S. Supreme Court on June 25, 2013, voters must 
present one of the following forms of ID to vote:

• Texas driver’s license issued by the Texas Department of 
Public Safety

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS

• Texas personal ID card issued by DPS

• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS

• U.S. military ID card containing the cardholder’s  
photograph

• U.S. citizenship certificate containing the cardholder’s 
photograph

• U.S. passport
 
The following forms of ID will not be accepted:

• Student ID

• Utility bills

• ID cards issued by employers

• Any ID, other than U.S. citizenship certification, more than 
60 days expired

 
Voters who do not have a valid form of ID can apply for an 
Election Identification Certificate at no cost at any driver’s 
license office. The EIC is valid for six years, but any EIC 
issued to a voter older than age 70 has no expiration date. 
Details on how to apply for an EIC are available on the DPS 
website, www.txdps.state.tx.us/driverlicense/electionid.
htm.
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SHENANDOAH CITY COUNCIL POSITION 1 • CANDIDATES Q & A

Occupation: Information Technology 
Program Manager

ronraymaker@ymail.com

RON RAYMAKER

Occupation: Information Technology

mark@votehendon.com

www.votehendon.com

MARK HENDON

Occupation: Mortgage broker

ghenson@shenandoahtx.us

www.shenandoahtx.us

GARY HENSON*

Shenandoah has no strategic plan. How can citizens measure 
progress or what the city is accountable for? You can’t. I’m a leader 
focused on results for our citizens. I’ll ensure we not only have a 
strategic plan, but that we execute [according] to that plan and report 
our progress. Shenandoah can’t continue making things up as we go 
along. 

I consider myself a conservative Republican, and I follow most of the 
common proposed planks which makes up a true conservative. On the 
issues pertaining to the office I am running for, I want to be part of the 
“voice of reason” when it comes to spending city dollars on items and 
projects. I want to see our city be more transparent and take  
a common-sense approach to identifying and eliminating waste.

[I want to] maintain a high quality of life here in this awesome city of 
Shenandoah while maintaining sound responsible fiscal policies. This 
includes continued improvement in providing excellent police and fire 
service, and holding our taxes and utilities to the lowest possible rates 
without negatively impacting the services. [I will also] continue to 
improve transparency between the residents and City Hall.

I’m a professional IT program manager with over 20 years 
[experience] with Fortune 500 companies, routinely managing 
budgets in the $17 million range—twice the size of Shenandoah’s 
current budget. I’ll provide desperately needed oversight of projects 
and spending. City staffing has grown 18 percent in one year, [and] 
spending has increased 40 percent in three years. Big government  
is a problem and controlling it starts at the local level. 

I am not that hubris to say I am the ultimate of all candidates for 
this position. What I can honestly say is that I am a person who can 
think logically, take many viewpoints into consideration and produce 
resolutions that any reasonable and prudent individual person would 
agree with. I see our city doing great things, but I believe our city 
would benefit from my ethics and integrity along with my experience 
in business, technology, law enforcement and strong family values.

I have lived in the city for 27 years and have raised my family of five 
children here. I am invested, and I want to see those things continue. 
There have been great improvements in the city since the current 
council formed. [It] has run more efficiently and transparently than 
at any time in its history. We manage revenues and expenditures to 
control financial areas that impact all of us, such as tax rates, home 
values, water and sewer rates, and quality-of-life issues.

Unquestionably, it’s spending. We’re still $23 million in debt. Rather 
than saving for future projects our residents want, or paying down 
that huge debt, the city is burning cash: $3 million for new parks—
including $2.5 million for a new veterans park when we could simply 
rename our existing one to honor veterans; $1.5 million for internet 
infrastructure benefiting one select vendor; $1 million for non-
essential projects; and $1.2 million in perks, waste and inefficiencies. 

Shenandoah is one of the safest places to live and work. It has a 
great police department and we are located within minutes from 
four hospitals. Our city is growing and there is a need to ensure our 
community remains safe and keeps its true community feel. I believe 
we should focus on the safety of our residents and businesses while 
providing more communal activities.

We effectively are running the city and managing our revenues and 
expenditures to give residents a city they can be proud of. It may be 
small, but we don’t let that stop us from doing what we can to make 
it the best small city in Texas. We have a vision for the future that 
takes into consideration from when we came in every decision going 
forward. The city is a servant to all who reside or work here.

We must be better stewards of taxpayer dollars. We’ve had enough 
of politicians telling us how conservative they are, then increasing 
spending because they won’t say no to anything. I’ll aggressively 
challenge everything in the budget to change the culture of spending. 
We also need to improve our community outreach efforts: [There is] 
too little information, too infrequently and always too late. 

How our city is [run] from an administrative standpoint and the 
transparency it offers are some of the issues our city is facing. The 
city is transparent by definition, but what is missing is allowing the 
public a chance to view and/or voice concerns before an action takes 
place.

Some of the most important issues are ongoing water concerns, 
mobility issues and public safety. We [need] a police department that 
is well-trained and properly equipped to meet new demands. We will 
continue to monitor [water] issues to be proactive locally and at the 
state level. We have made intercity changes with signal lights and 
improving intersections and will continue to communicate with our 
neighbors to address the traffic flow that impacts all of us.

What is your platform for this election?

Why do you think you’re the best candidate for Shenandoah City Council Position 1?

What do you think is the most important issue facing Shenandoah, and how would you solve it?

What are some things you think Shenandoah does really well as a city, and what are some things you think could be improved?

*Incumbent
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In-person early voting: April 25-May 3 
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 26
Election day: May 7

IMPORTANT DATES

Same reliable owners clean every visit 
EnviroShield® Whole Home Disinfecting
Hospital-Grade Cleaning Products
Color-Coded Cloths Reduce Cross Contamination
Strongest Guarantee In the Industry

Cleaning your home as a 
Maid Right owner is my 

business... literally!

Our Unique Service

© 2015 Maid Right Franchising LLC. Maid Right and JAN-PRO International are subsidiaries of Premium Franchise Brands LLC.  

Get a Free Estimate:

(936)828-4000 
conroe.maidright.com

Save $75*
Sign up for three recurring* 

Maid Right home cleaning services and receive a $25 credit for each completed 
cleaning service. Act now and save $75. Not redeemable for cash. Must include three 

recurring cleaning calls at $25 per visit. Not valid on prior purchases. 
Participating locations only. Expires 5/11/16.

Our Unique Service: Same reliable owners clean every visit
EnviroShield™ Whole Home Disinfecting
Hospital-Grade Cleaning Products
Color-Coded Cloths Reduce Cross Contamination
Strongest Guarentee In the Industry

Franchise opportunities available, call for information!
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OAK RIDGE NORTH CITY COUNCIL POSITION 1 • CANDIDATES Q & A

timberkatze@sbcglobal.net

RAY PARKER

Occupation: CPA

tomrcoale@gmail.com

TOM COALE*

I want to provide quality representation for all homeowners and businesses in Oak Ridge North. There are several items to be handled in the city [in the] near future—the thru traffic problem, the setup 
of the TIRZ and the replacement of the water distribution system—that I think I can assist the city in 
handling in the best manner.  Also there will be two new council members who will face the challenge of 
getting up to speed. I believe I can aid them in that process.

I have 11 years of experience coordinating FEMA Public Assistance, the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
and emergency management initiatives. I have 35 years experience in the construction industry, 
including light and heavy commercial, multi-family, industrial and residential projects. I have held the 
positions of project officer, engineer representative, field inspector, construction manager, project 
manager and chief inspector. I have participated in road, bridge, water, sanitary sewer and storm line 
installation, and retention and detention ponds projects.

First, the knowledge of the city and the challenges facing the city gained by the six years I have served 
on council. Second, I am a CPA and have worked in construction and real estate development for 
over 50 years. This enables me to understand and make informed financial decisions for the city. My 
understanding of the construction process has enabled the city to better manage their construction.

My areas of expertise include construction management, cost estimating format, development planning, 
FEMA public assistance, preliminary damage assessment and prior Oak Ridge North planning & zoning.

My contributions to the city of Oak Ridge North are as follows: My knowledge and experience as a 
CPA, over 50 years’ experience in construction and real estate, my listening to the citizens of the city 
[and] my desire to make the best decision for the city after getting the best information available.

It was brought to my attention that the city of Oak Ridge North will have to tear down shop buildings 
behind City Hall because of asbestos—the same thing for the building the police department is using 
for drugs and other different equipment they have on Robinson Road. I’d like to know if there will be [an] 
abatement. There are companies that do asbestos abatement.*

It’s a difficult subject mainly because of the noise of the possibility of homes losing property because of 
the widening of Robinson Road. It’s a difficult issue and will take a lot more study than what’s been done 
already. I don’t believe there is going to be an easy answer.*

The number one problem is the flow thru traffic in both east-west and north-south directions. My way 
to find the best solution is to study all and any possible solutions. Engage the citizens for their input and 
then work to implement the best plan to solve the problem. Robinson Road is only a part of this problem.  
We must provide a good north-south route for our citizens as part of any solution.

See above answer

Why did you decide to run for the Oak Ridge North city council?

Why do you believe you are qualified to be on the Oak Ridge North city council?

What would you contribute to the city of Oak Ridge North?

What do you think is the most important issue facing the city, and how would you propose to solve it?

What are your plans and/or solutions concerning the Robinson Road project? 

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

Attend one of our free
information sessions

 

Saturday, April 2 • Noon
Saturday, May 7 • Noon

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession

MBA Open House
Saturday, April 23 • 11:30 am

* Response came from a candidate forum hosted by the city of Oak Ridge North on April 6, 2016

*Incumbent
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MAYOR OF OAK RIDGE NORTH • CANDIDATES Q & A

Occupation:  Independent Insurance Agent

al@alstahlinsurance.com

www.facebook.com/AlStahlInsuranceAgency

AL STAHL

Occupation: Management Consultant; Mayor of Oak Ridge North

jkuykendall@oakridgenorth.com

www.oakridgenorth.com

JIM KUYKENDALL*

I am running for mayor because [incumbent Mayor] Jim Kuykendall wants to make Robinson Road a 
thoroughfare through our city so that residents of Imperial Oaks and that part of [Montgomery] County 
can have a way to get to I-45 and avoid the congestion of Rayford Road. Our residents don’t want 
that. They tried to make it clear to him last May when they voted down the county bond issue that 
included money to widen Robinson Road, but he has not listened. He continues to work to make it easier 
for cars to come across the railroad tracks and through our city.

I am running for re-election to continue the good work we have put into place for the future of our city. I 
want to continue our success at reducing our tax rate and our program for maintaining and enhancing our 
water and sewer systems. We have implemented a very successful code enforcement program. We are 
also nearing completion of a total reworking of our entire code of ordinances. It is important to have the 
continuity of leadership to continue these efforts. We cannot go back to the days when we did not invest 
appropriately in, and look after, the long-term maintenance of our infrastructure. 

I believe I am qualified to be the mayor for several reasons. First, I am a former county judge of our 
county. The county judge presides over commissioners court similar to the mayor presiding over city 
council. Second, as a CPA, I audited our city for several years, so I understand the financial workings  
of the city and how we can reduce spending without cutting services. Third, I served on the City Council 
for four years. This is when I realized we cannot solve the Robinson Road traffic problem by widening it. 

My main contribution to our city will be listening to the residents and giving them what they want—less 
traffic through our city and lower water rates and lower property taxes—returning it to the bedroom 
community we all want.

The most important issue facing our city today is an administration that has not had opposition to their 
ideas of bringing progress to our city by creating a thoroughfare through the city that will literally divide 
it in half. [City officials] say they are cutting taxes but actually tax us more so they can build a $200,000 
sidewalk. We need new city leaders who will restore common sense to our city government.

Residents of our city should not have to pay to have Robinson Road realigned and widened so it can be a 
thoroughfare through our city. Recently, the city commissioned another study of possible solutions to this 
problem. It is going to show what I have said for years, and it is the reason I was asked not to run for City 
Council again. The easier the city makes it for cars to come across the railroad tracks, more will come. 

I have been the mayor for five years and gained valuable experience addressing real issues. I have 
hands-on knowledge of all facets of the city operations and oversight. I am a proven advocate for the city 
of Oak Ridge North, standing up for our interest in the greater community. I have proven to have impact 
in advocating for this community. This is not the time in our history to have inexperience or passive 
leadership at the helm. 

I have been an effective leader for the city. I have the ability to bring people together to solve problems 
and have done so on many occasions. I have a degree in organizational management, a master’s degree 
in management and a master’s degree in dispute resolution and reconciliation. Most importantly, I am  
a passionate advocate for the citizens and businesses of Oak Ridge North.

Traffic is our biggest issue. [Houston-Galveston Area Council] studies predict that even with Rayford 
Road and the Grand Parkway operating, traffic on Robinson Road will grow to 19,000 cars per day by 
2018. The traffic problem is not going away. We must work together to find solutions with the greatest 
benefit.

I support the path we are on now to study the options presented by our citizens to improve traffic flow on 
Robinson Road. I believe the plans offer alternatives for Robinson Road whereby it can be improved with 
no impact to homes or churches. 

Why did you decide to run for Mayor of Oak Ridge North?

Why do you believe you are qualified to be mayor of Oak Ridge North?

What would you contribute to the city of Oak Ridge North?

What do you think is the most important issue facing the city, and how would you propose to solve it?

What are your plans and/or solutions concerning the Robinson Road project?

*Incumbent

• Daily Public Sessions
• Figure Skating Lessons
• Hockey Lessons
• Hockey Leagues
• Birthday Parties

- Frozen Themed  Parties!

8220 Willow Place Dr. N • 281-847-5283
FM-1960 at SH-249 (behind Fiesta near Itz)

www.AERODROMES.com

NHL Sized Ice Rink • Pro Shop
Restaurant BUY 1 Public Skate Admission 

and Skate Rental, get 1 FREE
Savings of $12! Expires 5/31/16 
one coupon per customer, per visit

Public Skating Group Discounts:
- 10 or more
- The bigger the group, the bigger the discount!

Learn To Skate Classes- Figure & Hockey
Visit Aerodromes.com for dates & times

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, Katy, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and 
Installations Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration 
Systems • Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backfl ow 

Preventers Installation • Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet 
High Pressure Services • Sample Wells

CY P R E S S 281-256-2239
HO U STO N 346-319-2029

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
RESIDENTIAL AND 

COMMERCIAL SERVICES.

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER 
HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING SERVICES

CALL TODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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In-person early voting: April 25-May 3 
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 26
Election day: May 7

IMPORTANT DATES

OAK RIDGE NORTH CITY COUNCIL  
POSITION 3 • CANDIDATES Q & A

OAK RIDGE NORTH CITY COUNCIL  
POSITION 4 • CANDIDATES Q & A

Occupation: software 
support engineers team 
lead at Micro Focus; Oak 
Ridge North Planning 
and Zoning commission 
member

alexjonestx@att.net
Occupation: Houston 
Fire Department Captain

Occupation: owner at 
Cassio Creations Fine 
Jewelry; Oak Ridge 
North Planning and 
Zoning Commission vice 
chairwoman

thecassios@gmail.com

ALEX JONES DAVID WEATHERSBY MICHELLE CASSIO MARILYN COOK

I served our country in the U.S. Navy from 
1991-93. I served an additional six years in 
the U.S. Naval Reserves. Locally, I have served 
our community on the city’s Planning & Zoning 
Board, and I currently serve as a member of 
the city’s Economic Development Corporation. 
I have never shied away from serving my fellow 
citizens, so when one of the seats on the City 
Council came open, the decision to run for office 
was an easy one to make.

My taxes have gone up. I would be a better 
steward with money. Taxes have gone up city-
wide and I would be more frugal.

I decided to run for Oak Ridge North City 
Council because I have been on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission for over three years. 
There are a lot of challenges and issues facing 
the city, and I want to continue being a part of 
the future for Oak Ridge North.

Candidate declined to comment

Having served on both P&Z and EDC, I have been 
involved in many discussions regarding the state 
of the City’s infrastructure and services as well as 
having contributed to the development of new or 
updated ordinances. I feel that I understand the 
issues currently facing our city and its residents, 
and as a result, I feel that I will serve our community 
well as a member of the City Council.

I have been [in] public service my entire adult 
life. I was the president of the utility district for 
20 years. I’m a retired coast guard [member] 
former police officer and a current captain with 
the Houston Fire Department. There’s a pretty 
broad range of things I’ve done. 

I believe I am qualified because I have been serving 
as vice [chairwoman] of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. I have a business in Oak Ridge North. 
I am involved in the community.  There are a lot of 
new younger families moving to Oak Ridge North, 
and I believe I represent this demographic.  

Candidate declined to comment

Oak Ridge North is a small city, with limited 
resources. Several of the projects that we must 
complete will need to be done in parts over a few 
years in order to spread out the costs without 
having to take on new debt.  We simply cannot 
afford to fix every problem quickly. But we also 
cannot afford to leave them all for another day. 
I intend to work on finding fiscally responsible 
solutions for as many problems as we can 
manage to address in the shortest amount of 
time as we can manage to implement them.

I would contribute my years of experience as 
a public servant, my experience as a president 
with the utility district and a former policeman in 
particular.

As a resident and a small business owner in 
Oak Ridge North, I believe that I have a vested 
interest in the city’s future and economic 
growth. My clientele, many whom are Oak Ridge 
North residents, are wonderful and like to talk 
about Oak Ridge North. With all the input and 
feedback, I feel that I could represent the city 
as a whole very well. I think that I will bring an 
open and honest opinion on how to make Oak 
Ridge North a safer and better place to live. With 
my interaction with Oak Ridge North residents, 
I believe I can [provide] the citizens wishes and 
opinions on important topics in city business.

Candidate declined to comment

Sales and inventory tax dollars are critical to 
funding needed city projects and are key to keeping 
our property taxes as low as possible. In order 
to keep our existing businesses and to attract 
new ones, we specifically need to address the 
congestion on Robinson Road as well as improving 
and expanding our water and sewer systems. To 
achieve this, the new interlocal agreement with 
Montgomery County should be leveraged to fund 
both projects. Using the interlocal agreement in this 
manner should spare residents from having to bare 
the cost of these projects.

Robinson Road has come to a head. There is 
no easy answer. I truly believe it will turn into 
Rayford Road if it is widened. People are still 
scared to death that they are going to lose their 
yard. Widening the road is the last choice for me.

I believe the most important issue facing the city 
is growth in our surrounding areas and mobility. 
Robinson Road is a very hot topic that seems 
to have divided many in Oak Ridge North. As 
of now, there is no solution to Robinson Road 
traffic issues. Due to the defeat of the road bond, 
there are no funds available, even if there was 
an ideal solution. Council is currently waiting on 
engineering studies on several options addressing 
these issues. I am hopeful there will eventually be 
a resolution that will not divide the city and we will 
be able to keep our “hometown” feel.

Candidate declined to comment

Why did you decide to run for the Oak Ridge North city council?

Why do you believe you are qualified to be on the Oak Ridge  
North city council?

What is your stance on water and sewer rates and what could 
be done to ensure those rates stay low while providing the best 
service to residents?

Aside from the TIRZ, what are other ways ORN can attract new 
business to help boost the economy in the community?

What is your vision for the future of Oak Ridge North?

What would you contribute to the city of Oak Ridge North?

What do you think is the most important issue facing the city, 
and how would you propose to solve it?

* Response came from a candidate forum hosted by the city of Oak Ridge North on April 6, 2016



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com52



The Woodlands Edition • April 2016 53

By Abigail Loop
Hughes Landing will soon be home 

to a new wine bar, Broken Barrel, that 
will offer tapas, small plates and a 
variety of wines.

According to The Woodlands 
Development Company, construction 
will begin in late April on the fami-
ly-owned business and is expected to 
be completed in June. The wine bar 
will be adjacent to Restaurant Row 
on the ground level of One Lakes 
Edge, a mixed-use multifamily and 
retail complex in Hughes Landing. 
The large outdoor patio of the bar will 
overlook Lake Woodlands.

“Hughes Landing is the newest and 
trendiest place around. If we were 
going to be in The Woodlands, which 
we were, we wanted to be in the heart 
of everything—in Hughes Land-
ing,” Managing Partner Hilda Ysusi 
said. “At Broken Barrel, we want our 
guests to have a unique experience 
each time they visit. Our wine bottles 

will come from all around the world, 
catering to the sharing atmosphere 
that characterizes the restaurant.”

At Broken Barrel, guests can 
expect to find small plates of food—
tapas—along with craft cocktails 
and wine. The menu also includes 
main dishes, charcuterie boards and 
a selection of handmade desserts. 
Wine selections at the bar come from 

a variety of worldwide vineyards, and 
the wine menu features over 20 wines 
by the glass.

The wine bar is one of many new 
developments in Hughes Landing to 
open in 2016. Other restaurants, such 
as The Blue Fish and Truluck’s, are the 
two newest additions to Restaurant 
Row this year.

By Wendy Cawthon
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts board of 

directors has announced plans to begin construction on a 
second museum location near Tomball in 2020.

The 50,000-square-foot facility is expected to be 
located near the Grand Parkway and Hwy. 249 to serve 
the growing population in Northwest Houston, said 
Laura Baker, development director for the Pearl Fincher 
Museum.

“We are anticipating a lot of growth in that area and 
bringing culture to the Greater Northwest [Houston] area 
is the goal of the Pearl,” Baker said. “This much larger facil-
ity will be able to serve a much larger population.”

While the new facility is expected to have its own 

permanent collection and will be much larger than the 
10,000-square-foot building on Cypresswood Drive in 
Spring, Baker said the new location does not mean that the 
existing facility will be closing.

“The Pearl [Fincher Museum in Spring] is not going 
anywhere; it will be here,” Baker said. “The other facility 
will be an expansion of [the current museum]. We’re not 
entirely sure exactly what role specifically this building will 
fill; it will probably still be an exhibition and educational 
space in some capacity.”

Museum officials eventually hope to partner with local 
artists as well as students and faculty within the Lone Star 
College System to feature community art, administrative 
assistant Kayla Osby said.

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/wdl

New wine bar coming to Hughes Landing in June

Pearl Fincher to build second museum in Tomball

                READER FEEDBACK
In response to Precinct 3 to begin Ray-
ford Road improvements, expansion in 
2017 (March 10, 2016) 

“Without question, the thing that 
could have helped the situation 
immensely was for there to be an 

entry point on the I-45 feeder near the 
Grand Parkway feeder for northbound 
traffic. As it is, when you exit the parkway 
to go north, you will have to travel almost 
all the way back to Rayford [Road] after 
going through a traffic light to gain ac-
cess to I-45 North and The Woodlands. 
Not much of an option for residents and 
business owners near the eastern end of 
Rayford trying to avoid gridlock. Terribly 
poor planning.”

—Jerry S.

“This project [was] needed for 
a long time. I think controlling 
left turns will go a long way in 

reducing accidents and congestion, and I 
will be able to get out of my subdivision. 
I know construction will cause a mess, 
but the traffic flow will be so much better 
after[ward].”

—Ron M.
 

In response to New law prompts  
Montgomery County to consider adding 
firework sales seasons (March 10, 2016) 

“I am unalterably opposed to add-
ing fireworks sales seasons. In  

Chateau Woods, fireworks are being used 
at all hours of the day and night. Many of 
the larger fireworks are used as late as 
12:30 a.m. The users neither care nor have 
any understanding as to the negative im-
pact of their actions. Moreover, these users 
go far beyond the Fourth of July and New 
Year’s holidays.”

—Don
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counseling and support services to 
victims of family violence, sexual 
assault, stalking and abuse.  
6-9 p.m. $500 (sponsorship with 
admission for four). Macy’s Furniture 
Gallery, The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands.  
936-441-4044. www.mcwctx.org

30 CB&I TRI-The 
Woodlands Triathlon

More than 1,400 contestants 
run, cycle and swim in this USA 
Triathlon-sanctioned event. Athletes 
run a 5K, swim 500 meters in open 
water and bike 15 miles through 
The Woodlands. Family and 
friends are welcome to cheer on 
athletes. Registration is full, but, 
adults can email name, date of 
birth and race category to races@
thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov to be 
added to the wait list. 7 a.m. $125 
(individual), $185 (relay team).  
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

30 National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Event

The Woodlands Township 
Neighborhood Watch hosts an event 
for people to drop off unwanted 
prescription medications, such as pills 
and patches, at the front parking lot 
of the town hall for safe disposal by 
the Drug Enforcement Administration. 
The administration cannot accept 
liquids, needles or sharps as part of 
this anonymous service. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Free. The Woodlands Township, 2801 
Technology Forest Boulevard,  
The Woodlands. 281-210-3884.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

30 Picnic in Grand Central 
Park

The event features picnic favorites, 
popcorn, cotton candy, balloon art and 
music. The adventurous can try an on-
site obstacle course and large zipline. 
New home builders also will be on-site 
offering information. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Free. Grand Central Park Lake House, 
715 Camp Strake Road, Conroe.  
www.grandcentralparktx.com

30 St. Anthony of Padua 
Crystal Gala

The 15th anniversary gala features 
dinner, live music and an auction to 

Row Boat House, 2101 Riva Row, The 
Woodlands, 281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20 Open day swim
Adults and youths who plan 

to compete in a triathlon or just want to 
exercise in the open water are invited to 
this session. Instruction is not provided, 
but Red Cross-certified lifeguards 
supervise as swimmers practice their 
form and technique. Members of The 
Woodlands Fire Department also patrol 
the waters in a boat. The event is open 
to swimmers ages 13 and older. 7:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. $15 (short course, 
preregistration), $25 (long course, 
preregistration), $30 (both courses, 
preregistration), $40 (long course, walk-
up registration). Northshore Park, 2505 
Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 Sterling Ridge Fishing 
Tournament

Adults and children can participate in the 
second annual tournament for a chance 
to win awards for most fish and biggest 
fish caught. 10 a.m.-noon. Pepperdale 
Park, 17 N. Pentenwell Circle, The 
Woodlands. 281-746-5750.  
www.sterling-ridge.org

23 Tamina Spring Festival
The festival offers carnival 

games, camel rides, family 
entertainment, live music and food. The 
Wonders of The Woodlands Science 
Camp brings a variety of animals for 
children to touch and hold, including 
bunnies, snakes and salamanders.
Tickets can be purchased for individual 
games and rides. Proceeds offset the 
cost of providing food, activities and 
educational programming for area youth 
through the Tamina Community Center. 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free (admission). Tamina 
Community Park, 19500 Main St., 
Conroe. 281-465-4646.  
www.taminacenter.org

26 CISD Education Foundation 
Scholarship Breakfast

Attendees join community leaders 
and educators in recognition of 2016 
recipients of the student and educator 
scholarships. The annual event features 
guest speaker Don Stockton, Conroe 
ISD superintendent. 7:30-8:30 a.m. 
$100 general admission. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 888-936-3997.  
www.cisdeducationfoundation.org

28 WineFest ‘Passport to 
Paradise’

The annual after-business casual 
drop-in event benefits the Montgomery 
County Women’s Center. The MCWC 
provides shelter, crisis intervention, 

April

14 Growing a butterfly garden
Attendees learn tips and 

methods for bringing butterflies to  a 
backyard landscape. From design 
elements to selecting plants and 
maintaining curb appeal, Mark Bowen 
concludes the Walk in the Woods 
Nature Lecture Series in time for spring 
planting. 7:30 p.m. Free. McCullough 
Junior High School, 3800 S. Panther 
Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 CPR training
In the Heartsaver CPR/AED 

course, The Woodlands emergency 
training center staff provides instruction 
to adults on how to administer a 
lifesaving technique to a heart-
attack patient and how to use an 
automated external defibrillator based 
on the guidelines of the American 
Heart Association. 9 a.m.-noon. The 
Woodlands Emergency Training Center, 
16135 I-45 S., The Woodlands.  
281-210-5820, ext. 1731.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 Lake Woodlands kayaking
Boaters receive a guided 

excursion that starts at Riva Row Park 
and highlights natural features, birds, 
homes and architecture along the lake. 
Registration is required at least 48 hours 
before the tour. 9-10:30 a.m. $40 (solo), 
$60 (tandem). Riva Row Boat House, 
2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands,  
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 Taste of Hughes Landing
Guests can sample a 

variety of items from the various 
restaurants at Hughes Landing, 
including the Blue Fish, Del Frisco’s 
Grille and Local Pour. Activities for 
children include carnival games, 
face painting and balloon artists. 
2-6 p.m. Free. Hughes Landing, 
1600 Hughes Landing Blvd., The 
Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlands.com

17 Lake Woodlands cleanup
Volunteers can earn a free kayak 

rental for collecting a full bag of trash. 
Riva Row Park. 9 a.m. to sunset. Riva 

CALENDAR
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3117 College Park Dr. Suite 230
The Woodlands, TX. 77384.

Located on 242, behind Panera Bread

College Park Dr.

I-45

Acheivem
ent Dr.

Dental Implants

3-D Cone beam 
state of the art technology

Dental & Periodontal Services

Call Today: (936) 231-8937
www.specialistsimplantcenter.com
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06 ‘Betting on Courage’ Casino 
Night, Dinner and 

fundraiser
This charity event offers a night of 
gaming, a silent auction, music, 
cocktails and food. Proceeds benefit the 
Children’s Safe Harbor, which provides 
aid to children who have experienced 
sexual or extreme physical abuse. 6-11 
p.m. $150 per person. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 936-756-4644.  
www.childrenssafeharbor.org

09 Golfing in the Woods
Golfers can take a swing to 

Compiled by Kathleen Sison

help raise funds to support a Catholic 
school. 6-11:55 p.m. $150 per person. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.gala.staopcs.org

May

06 The Pink 5K
This 5K race is open 

to participants of all ages who 
want to honor a breast-cancer 
survivor, support a cancer patient 
or help raise awareness about 
the effort to find a cure for breast 
cancer. Strollers and wheelchairs 
are welcome. 7:30-11 a.m. $35 
(preregistration), $45 (race day 
registration). Rob Fleming Park, 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands. www.thepink5K.com 

Worth the TRIP

end hunger at Montgomery County 
Food Bank’s sixth annual tournament. 
The bank’s fundraiser aims to provide 
nutritious meals to children, seniors and 
individuals in Montgomery County. 7 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Panther Trail Golf Course, 
2311 N. Millbend Drive, The Woodlands. 
936-539-6686. www.mcfoodbank.org

10 TOMS One Day Without 
Shoes

The Woodlands Children’s Museum 
joins with TOMS, a shoe retailer, to 
help increase global awareness of how 
difficult life could be without shoes by 
having an interactive event for children. 
Children participate in a small sensory 

walk, make T-shirts and participate 
in a collaborative footprint painting 
project that will be sent to TOMS upon 
completion. 10:30 a.m-2 p.m. $6.  
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955. 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org 

Find more or submit  
The Woodlands events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl.

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

Through May 1 
Rails & Tails Mudbug 
Festival

The annual Tomball festival features two 
days of food and live music, including the 
John Evans Band, Bayou Roux and The 
Fab 5. Activities include a boudin ball- 
eating contest, a kids zone and crawfish 
racing. Noon-6 p.m. Free (admission). 
Tomball Historic Depot, 201 S. Elm St., 
Tomball. 281-351-5484.  
www.tomballtx.gov
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Crescent Moon Wine Bar 

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com 

April 
 14 Cody Joe Hodges
 15 Orion Band
 16 Bayou Funk Experiment
 20 Daniel Blanchard
 21 Sawdust Road Band
 22 Not the Rachels
 23 Checkered Past Band
 27 Daniel Blanchard
 28 Texas Remedy Band
 29 City Night Band
 30 Slap Back Band

May 
 04 Lone Star Live with Jarrod Sterret
 05 Cody Wayne
 06 Alter Ego Band
 07 Shadow Street Band
 

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

April 
 16 Buzzfest 35 featuring 
              Cage the Elephant, The Offspring, 
              AWOLNATION, Fitz and the     
               Tantrums, Toadies, Everclear,       
               The Struts, Big Data, Nothing 
               But Thieves, Blue October, 
               The Joy Formidable, Andrew   
               Watt, New Beat Fund
 22 I Love The 90s: Salt-N-Pepa
 23 Duran Duran
 29 “Classical Mystery Tour:  
              A Beatles Tribute”

May 
 05 “Dreams Can Come True: Music    
               from the Little Mermaid”
 07 The 1975
 12 “An Evening with the  
              Houston Ballet”
 15 Hall & Oates
 17 Florence & The Machine
 20 “Symphonie Fantastique”
 21 Journey
 24 Joe Walsh & Bad Company
 27 Tosca
 

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

April 
 14 East Texas Ramblers
 15 Delbert McClinton
 16 Sarah Kelly
 17 Sarah Jarosz
 21 The Marshall Tucker Band
 22 John Conlee
 23 Curtis Grimes

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Gabrielle Browne

 24 Tom Paxton
 29 John Fullbright
 30 Waylon Thibodeaux
May
 05 Peter Bradley Adams
 06 Jason Cassidy
 08 Jake Shimabukuro
 13 Terri Clark
 14 Joe Ely

Dosey Doe Music Cafe

463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com

April
 14 Andy McKee
 15 Dirty River Boys
 16 Mike Zito
 18 Mackenzie Woodson
 19 RLRM-Students “In the 
               Round”
 21 John Nemeth
 22 The O’s
 23 Adam Hood
 24 Samantha Fish
 25 Sarah Kelly Music School
 27 Shellee Coley & Mason Langford
 28 Nathan McEuen
 29 Scott Miller
 30 Cameran Nelson

May
 04 Austin Gilliam
 05 Sonny Burgess & Jolie Holliday
 06 Kris Allen
 07  Matt Andersen
 11 Andy Cook
 13 Paul Thorn
 14 Parker McCollum

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675  
www.mygenuwine.com

April 
 14 Brian Turner
 15 Daniel Ennis
 16 Alva Sim
 21 Leslie Krafka
 22 Louis Lamb
 23 Fire NR Bones
 29 Michael Martin
 30 Scott Haskins

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St., Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

April
 14 Shinyribs
 15 The Fab 5
 16 Wayne Hancock
  20 Mike and the Moonpies
 23 David Ramirez
 26 Tommy Castro and the Painkillers
 27 Jack Ingram
 28 Marcia Ball
 30 Kyle Hutton
May
 04 Max Stalling 
 06 Doug Stone
 07 Hamilton Loomis
 11 Gary P. Nunn
 14 Jake Penrod

Market  Street

9595 Six Pines Drive,  
The Woodlands
marketstreet-thewoodlands.com  

April 
 21 Summer Street
 28 The Slags 
 30 Kupira Marimbe 

May 

 12 The Chromatics 
 19 Luther and The Healers

Dave Matthews Band
Performers the Dave Matthews 
Band return to The Woodlands 

for one of the first stops on the band’s 
summer tour. 7 p.m. $40-$85. The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-363-3300. www.woodlandscenter.org
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Community IMPACT 2.1709  x 11.25”
jdollar@judestudios.com

www.woodlandscenter.org
Tickets can be purchased at  
The Pavilion Box Office, all 

Ticketmaster outlets, by calling 
800-745-3000 or 

online at www.ticketmaster.com.

HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m. 
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn seating 
courtesy of Insperity & Anadarko

MAY 5
“Dreams Can 
Come True”
Music from
“The Little Mermaid”
HOUSTON SYMPHONY
7:30 p.m. / Doors: 6 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn seating 
courtesy of Huntsman

  Hats Off to 
Reading
Doors: 5:30 p.m.

MAY 12
Mixed Repertory
HOUSTON
BALLET

Excerpts 
from “Romeo & 
Juliet” and 
“The Sleeping 
Beauty”

8 p.m. Doors: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn seating

APRIL 29
Classical Mystery Tour
Music of the Beatles

app store and Google Play
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DRINKS

By Abigail Loop By Abigail Loop

Effen Good 
martini
Bar Louie

Pineapple 
Paradisio
Tommy Bahama
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Bar Louie’s menu features a variety of martini 
options, including the Effen Good martini ($9).

T ommy Bahama, a retail outlet 
that sells beach-inspired 
clothing, also features a 

restaurant attached to its store that 
offers a variety of drink and food 
options. 

While its drink menu features 
different martinis, signature cock-
tails, rum concoctions and wines, 
one of its more popular drinks is the 
Pineapple Paradisio.

Made with Bacardi Pineapple, 
St-Germain Elderflower liquor, Creme 
de Banana, scratch sour mix and pine-
apple, the $12.50 martini is colorful 
and easy to drink.

“We sell a lot of cocktails,” General 
Manager Adrian Gonzales said. “We 
have happy hour every day of the 
week from 4-6 p.m.”

All drinks are made by using fresh 
ingredients and top-quality liquor, 
and food is prepared from a scratch 
kitchen, Gonzales said.

B ar Louie, located on The 
Woodlands Waterway, has 
a wide array of martinis, 

cocktails, margaritas and wine. One 
of its most popular drinks, the Effen 
Good martini, is a cucumber-based 
concoction.

The $9 martini is made with Effen 
cucumber vodka, mint leaves, fresh 
lime juice, freshly cut cucumber 
and agave nectar. Kitchen manager 
Jose Davalos said all drinks are hand 
crafted, and the Effen Good martini is 
a popular drink ordered by customers.

“We make fresh cocktails for our 
customers,” Davalos said. “We also 
have happy hour Monday through 
Friday from 4-7 p.m.”

Davalos said customers can order 
$1 burgers every Tuesday as well. 

Besides a large drink menu, Bar 
Louie offers various food options as 
well ranging from appetizers to burg-
ers and sandwiches to desserts. 

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
281-719-1900
www.barlouieamerica.com
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.

In addition to being a retail outlet, Tommy 
Bahama features a full bar and cocktail menu.

9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands
281-292-8669
www.tommybahama.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-11 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
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Q: Are you registered as representatives of a 
Brokerage Firm?
A: No. Linscomb & Williams is a fiduciary to our 
clients, so we do not sell you financial products.  The 
main reason to be licensed with a brokerage firm is 
to sell financial products and receive commissions. 
Receiving commissions would conflict our judgment. 
If you become our client, we want every member of 
our 42-person team focused solely on attainment of 
your financial goals, not on selling you something.

Q: Does your firm put together your own products 
or funds in which my money is invested?
A: No. Our clients should not pay fees for advice to 
invest in our own proprietary funds. How could we 
possibly be objective in such advice? 

Q: Do you receive any compensation tied to buying 
or selling positions in my portfolio?
A: No. We never desire an incentive to do more 
trading than appropriate for your objectives. We 
have an experienced team that includes CPAs, CFP® 
practitioners, CFA® charterholders, JDs and MBAs. 
One thing we’ve learned in our 45 years – some 
times, the best way to accomplish your family’s goals 
is to stay the course and change nothing.

For more information, or a copy of our Form ADV, 
Part II, with all of our disclosures, call Craig Ivy or 
Larry Napier  at 281-841-0707 or visit 
www.linscomb-williams.com

GO AHEAD; ASK US...
THREE POINTED QUESTIONS FOR YOUR WEALTH ADVISOR

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team               
(Left to right: Paul Vitale, CFP®, B. Craig Ivy, AIF® ,                      
J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®, Larry Napier, CPA)
Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.

If you are unsure about the answers you are getting, let’s talk.

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team               

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd, Ste. 200   The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281 841 0707    www.linscomb-williams.com
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New Homes from the Upper $300s - $600s from Four Award-Winning Builders.

LIVING & nature

TALL TREES
LAVISH POOL
TRUE  MODERN

Create a true sense of home at Woodson’s Reserve, 

a distinctive master plan community in North 

Houston located on the Grand Parkway. A place 

where you don’t have to choose between the 

convenience of city living and the comfort of natural beauty. 

Discover miles of spacious, unspoiled nature nestled among 

everything you love to see, do and experience. This is the life 

you deserve. 

For more information,  v isit  WoodsonsReserve.com

From I-45N: 

Right on Rayford Road. 

Left on Grand Parkway.

AMENITY 
CENTER 

NOW 
OPEN! 

Open daily. Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to con� rm applicable features. 
� is is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.
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March events in The Woodlands 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
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The Texas Department of Transportation teamed up with Zachry-Odebrecht Parkway Builders, United Meth-
odist Church and the YMCA to celebrate the opening of the newest segment of the Grand Parkway between 
I-45 and Hwy. 59 with a bike ride that was held March 19.

The Woodlands Children’s Museum held Easter Eggtivities on March 25. Children who participated in the 
egg-decorating workshop could experiment with different media and various dipping and swirling tech-
niques to create their own egg to take home.

Bob Milner, co-owner and general manager of Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands, 
hosted an evening of networking in March with the monthly Business After Hours 
event presented by The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce.
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The Woodlands Car Club 15 Year Anniversary Celebration was held March 26 at 
Beck’s Prime with Panther Creek Inspiration Ranch as the charitable recipient for 
the event. 
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The Woodlands Marathon took place March 5 in The Woodlands and featured a full 
marathon, a half-marathon, a marathon relay, a 5K run and a 2K family fun run/walk.

The Texas Wildlife and Woodlands Expo and Spring Fling was held April 2 at Lone 
Star College-Montgomery. Activities focused on learning about the environment.

The Giving Goes Glam event was held April 1 to benefit Interfaith of The Woodlands and the Junior League of 
The Woodlands, Inc. A luncheon and fashion show was part of the event as well as a silent auction and raffle.
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Compiled by Abigail Loop
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T he nonprofit organiza-
tion Special Angels of 
The Woodlands pro-

vides adults who face intel-
lectual disabilities a chance to 
mingle with each other, learn 
new skills and enjoy an active 
lifestyle. 

The faith-centered organi-
zation also offers volunteers a 
chance to serve their commu-
nity: it calls its participants 
“special angels.” 

“The angels—these are their 
peers, these are their friends,” 
Executive Director Tim Barnes 
said. “They love being with 
their friends and meeting new  
people and learning new skills.”

Those who come into the 
center have disabilities and 
disorders that can range from 
autism to schizophrenia to 

multiple disabilities. Staff 
members assist special angels 
in developing and reaching 
individualized goals. They 
range from basic goals like 
learning how to spell their 
name correctly, to more com-
plicated life skills.

“Some people are doing 
math and reading and prob-
lem-solving,” Barnes said. 

Thelma Braddock founded 
Special Angels of The Wood-
lands in 2003. She started the 
nonprofit because she was 
looking for a place for her 
daughter to socialize and be 
involved, Barnes said.

Braddock’s daughter still 
participates weekly, he said. 

Like Braddock, many of 
the volunteers are parents 
or guardians of people with 

intellectual disabilities, 
Barnes said. 

On days when participants 
stay in the day activity center, 
they get the chance to use 
their hands and flex their 
creativity to put together 
different craft projects. 

Special Angels of The 
Woodlands also helps adult 
participants who come in 
with an active lifestyle. 
The organization provides 
opportunities to do physical 
activities, such as bowling at 
Main Event, swimming at the 
YMCA and working out at 
Legends Sports Complex. 

Having this outlet for the 
participants can give caregiv-
ers a chance to take care of 
other things while knowing 
their loved ones are in good 

Special Angels of  
The Woodlands
Caregivers volunteer to help those with disabilities  

NONPROFIT

Special Angels of The Woodlands

Pruitt Rd. 

45

200 Pruitt Road, Spring
281-292-2073
www.specialangelsofthewoodlands.org 

Local nonprofit Special Angels of The Woodlands features volunteers who 
spend time with individuals who have intellectual disabilities. 
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By Abigail Allen

hands, Barnes said. With 
parents or guardians who are 
caring for their adult children 
with special needs, it is a 24/7 
effort, he said. 

There is a small tuition 
fee and some of the off-site 
activities require a small fee, 

Barnes said. But the organi-
zation tries to keep things 
reasonable.

“We’ll make sure no one 
is ever turned away,” Barnes 
said. “So if they can’t afford it, 
we’ll make sure we take care 
of them.”

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, 
specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice 
or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. 
Copyright © 2016 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA74744)

years

1. Mostyn Manor 
Reserve 
From the $360s 
281-249-7827

2. Liberty Branch  
at Creekside Park 
in The Woodlands 
From the $540s 
281-249-7710   

3. The Reserve  
at Grogan’s Mill 
Final Opportunities 
From the $570s 
281-249-7752

We know time at home is the most valuable. 
That’s why we have a deeper commitment to making sure your home building experience – and the 
final result – is everything you imagined. From meetings with your Personal BuilderSM to industry-
leading warranty service, we take care of you the way we’d want to be taken care of.

bb

Making memories that last a lifetime.

years

Visit us during our  
World’s Largest  

Parade of Homes  
April 1–30!

VISIT US IN ALL OUR FINE NEIGHBORHOODS

H O U S T O N

Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved 02/22/16

Models Open Daily
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Sunday Noon - 6 p.m.

New Home Center/Design Center Hours
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m./Saturday and Sunday By Appoinment Only

  1. Grand Cay Harbour
From the $290s to $350s, 281-249-7732
From the $350s to $430s, 281-249-7732

  2. Sterling Creek
From the $685s to $700s, 281-935-0143

  3. West Ranch
From the $406s to $485s, 281-249-7714

   4. Meridiana
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

  5. Pomona
From the $310 s to $375s, 281-249-7748

  6. Sienna Plantation
Village of Sawmill Lakes
From the $385s to $515s, 832-641-2766

  7. River’s Edge
From the $265s to $340s, 281-249-7758

   8. Harvest Green
From the $350s to $500s, 281-249-7813  

  9. Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek
 From the $450s to $515s, 281-249-7705

 10. Cinco Ranch
Ashfield Gardens 
From the $350s to $455s, 281-249-7815
Custom Classics™  80’
From the $550s to $650s, 281-249-7739

11. Silver Ranch
From the $345s to $425s, 281-249-7750

12. Jordan Ranch
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

13. Cane Island
From the $265s to $320s, 713-858-1381
From the $355s to $400s, 832-612-9122
From the $400s to $450s, 832-612-9122

14. Miramesa
From the $240s to $295s, 281-249-7756

15. Towne Lake
From the $390s to $530s, 281-249-7786
From the $525s to $575s, 281-249-7786
Sunset Harbor
From the $565s to $695s, 281-249-7786

16. Bridgeland
Lakeland Heights
From the $250s to $295s, 281-249-7757
From the $305s to $350s, 281-249-7757
From the $350s to $395s, 281-249-7757

17. Castlegate II - College Station
From the $300s to $385s, 979-314-7888
From the $380s to $470s, 979-314-7888

18. Enclave of Castlebridge
From the $270s to $330s, 281-249-7785

19. Villages of NorthPointe
The Landing/The Reserve
From the $330s to $390s, 281-249-7734

20. Yaupon Trails
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

21. Mostyn Manor Estates
From the $360s to $465s, 281-249-7827

22. The Woodlands 
Liberty Branch at Creekside Park
From the $525s to $655s, 281-249-7710
From the $590s to $715s, 281-249-7710

23. The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
FINAL OPPORTUNITIES!
From the $600s to $725s, 281-249-7752

24. Grand Central Park
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

25. The Falls at Imperial Oaks
Angel Park/Serrano Bluff
From the $270s to $335s, 281-249-7727
Amber Forest
From the $390s to $480s, 281-249-7725
Sable Park
From the $345s to $400s, 281-249-7812
The Enclave at Sundance Lake
From the $305s to $375s, 281-249-7704

26. The Groves
From the $280s to $345s, 281-249-7776

Central Living
27. Spring Valley/Spring Branch

Knoll Landing
From the $325s, 281-249-7794
Knoll Crossing
From the low $300s, 281-249-7794

30. Westchase
Royal Oaks Square
Garden Homes
From the $470s, 281-249-7824
City Homes
From the $385s, 281-249-7824
Retreat at Sherwood Forest
City Homes
From the $385s, 281-249-7814 
Garden Homes
From the $470s, 281-249-7814

«David Weekley’s
New Home Center
14444 Northwest Fwy.
Houston, TX 77040
713-570-5018
888-394-2695

Build on Your Lot
Greater Houston
The New Home Center
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday Noon - 6pm
From the $290s
713-570-5000
Satellite O�ces for
Build on Your Lot

A. Central - Bellaire Blvd.
From the $315s
281-249-7760

27. Spring Valley/Spring Branch
  (continued)

Village at Spring Branch
Estate Homes
From the $650s, 832-687-0172
City Homes
From the $425s, 713-828-4646
Garden Homes
From the $525s, 713-828-4646
Sanctuary at Valley Oaks
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238
Westview Manor
From the $375s, 281-249-7797

28. The Heights
The Heights at Yale
From the $500s, 281-249-7715
Park Place
FINAL OPPORTUNITIES!
From the $375s, 281-249-7719
Larkin at Cottage Grove
From the $400s, 281-249-7728
Reserve at Washington
From the $430s, 281-249-7745

29. Midtown
Rose Park Place
From the $500s, 281-249-7798
Buffalo Manor
From the $440s, 281-249-7798
Custom Built Homes
From the $1 Million to $2.5 Million
832-687-0217
Oak Forest/Lamar Terrace
From the $725s to $1.6 Million
832-722-0002
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John Cornyn
U.S. senator, R-Texas
By JJ Velasquez

Confirming a new U.S. Supreme Court justice should be delayed until the 
next president takes office, said U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas.

During a visit to Community Impact Newspaper headquarters April 1, Cornyn 
discussed the federal minimum wage, a decision Cornyn said he would prefer 
to see controlled by states; how a recent federal highway bill will address traffic 
congestion in major Texas metropolitan areas; and his 2008 vote supporting the 
federal bailout of major financial institutions.

Prior to his election to the U.S. Senate in 2002, Cornyn served as a Texas 
Supreme Court justice and as Texas attorney general. As majority whip in the  
Senate, Cornyn said he aims to ensure Republicans in the Senate maintain disci-
pline and that votes are in line with the party’s policies.

Why did the Senate decide 
to withhold hearings for 
confirming the next Supreme 
Court justice?

Given the fact that [the parties] are 
divided on that issue, I felt like we should 
take the time we do have to do things 
where there is consensus—things like 
criminal justice reform, mental health 
reform and the like, some of the things 
we’ve done this year. I would just say 
it’s an unfortunate development, but it’s 
kind of where we are. I don’t believe … 
it’s really about [Supreme Court nominee 
Merrick Garland] so much as it is the 
impact of the Supreme Court on our 
society and the fact that the next justice 
will affect the balance of power on the 
Supreme Court for the next generation.

Do you see the Senate or anyone 
in Washington looking at the 
federal minimum wage now and 
making any changes?

There are always people who advocate 
that the federal government ought to 
mandate more things, including how 
much you pay your employees or how 
much a fast-food worker gets. And we’re 
all for people making more money; that’s 
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, speaks at Community Impact Newspaper headquarters April 1.

great. I’d say why make it $15 an hour? 
Why not make it $100 an hour? The 
simple answer to that is you can’t have 
an effective business model with those 
sorts of overhead and costs. So really you 
ought to leave that to the marketplace, 
where those decisions are made.

How will the five-year,  
$305 billion federal bill signed 
in December help relieve traffic 
congestion in Austin, Houston 
and Dallas?

We’ve seen the consequences of 
[traffic congestion]. It strangles com-
merce, people going back and forth 
taking their kids to school. … The 
city manager from Georgetown at the 
meeting we attended [April 1] was just 
telling me about making sure they had 
the flexibility to do smart lanes and … 
using technology to figure out when the 
traffic is flowing and to provide people 
incentives, perhaps, if they want to pay 
a little bit more to get better access. ... 
If not, everybody’s got the opportunity 
to drive on the highway and not have 
to pay more than the gas tax. It’s a huge 
challenge, and I don’t think anybody’s 
got a perfect answer for it.

Why did you decide to vote for 
the federal bailout in 2008?

All of the experts, from [then-U.S. 
Secretary of the Treasury] Hank 
Paulson to the George [W.] Bush White 
House, said that if we didn’t do this 
that we would see a complete meltdown 
of the U.S. financial system, and it 
would have a devastating impact on the 
country. It really transcended political 
consideration.

Would you vote for it again?
I wouldn’t change the vote I made 

back then. I hope I never have to vote 
for something like that again.

Is the political scene viewed 
differently now from when you 
first took office?

I’m not sure exactly how [the 
presidential primaries are] going to 
work out, but I’m a pretty optimistic 
person. I also think rather than having 
someone come in and impose things 
on us, we’re free to choose our leaders 
ourselves, and this is the process by 
which we do it. It’s not always pretty. ... 
My hope is that we are sort of working 
through a period here that we’ll look 

back on and say, ‘Boy, that was strange.’ 
We’ll get back into a better place.

Would you change anything 
about your decision 21 years ago 
as a Texas Supreme Court justice 
to uphold the Robin Hood school 
finance law?

There was quite a pushback [to my 
1995 decision] because some school 
districts in the state have benefited 
from the large and wealthy [school 
district] tax base. You had some school 
districts where students were receiv-
ing roughly $19,000 or $20,000 per 
student in terms of tax-based support, 
and others, because they lived in other 
poorer tax bases, getting a couple 
thousand dollars. The [Texas Supreme 
Court] back in 1989 said that [dispar-
ity] was unconstitutional. … As long 
as our courts are [financing schools] 
based on property tax and sales tax 
with disparate tax bases … it’s going 
to be hard.

Watch video of the full interview 
with U.S. Sen. John Cornyn at 

communityimpact.com/cwicornyn.

“What	  gets	  measured	  ma.ers”	  
	  

At	  Ciclocorse	  we	  capture	  data	  while	  you	  train	  to	  help	  you	  
become	  a	  be4er,	  more	  proficient	  cyclist	  and	  triathlete	  

8101	  Kuykendahl	  Rd,	  Suite	  500.	  The	  Woodlands,	  Tx.	  77382	  
Ph.	  (832)848.1457	  	  Cel.	  (832)715.9371	  	  

email:	  ciclocorse@yahoo.com	  
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N elda Blair’s success 
story is one of true 
grit. Raised in a hum-

ble family, she was the first 
to attend college and became 
a successful lawyer who has 
also made numerous contri-
butions to her community.

“Education is the key to 
whatever kind of life people 
want to have whether it’s 
money, influence or making 
a better life for your family,” 
Blair said.

A lifelong Montgomery 
County resident, Blair is also 
a fifth-generation Texan on 
both sides of her family. She 
has seen tremendous change 
in the county throughout her 
lifetime—Blair graduated 
from Conroe High School 
when it was the only high 
school in the district and The 
Woodlands was in its infancy. 

“When I was in high 
school, there may have been 
only a couple homes here,” 
she said. “It was known 
then as Mitchell’s Folly, and 
[founder George Mitchell] 
was building what was going 
to be a planned community in 
the middle of a sawmill area.” 

Blair had already graduated 
from law school at Baylor Uni-
versity and was working as a 
lawyer when she moved to The 
Woodlands 25 years ago after 
marrying her husband, Jim. 

“He lived in the Galleria 
area and I lived on Lake 

Conroe,” she said. “I was 
willing to come to the county 
line, but no farther.”

Blair’s father was her politi-
cal role model and the reason 
she had an interest in politics 
from a young age. 

“I had to sit on the bus 
alone back in grade school 
because we were the only 
house on the block with a 
[Barry] Goldwater sign on it,” 
she said. “I held my first polit-
ical sign on a street corner 
when I was 10. I got the bug 
then, and it never went away.” 

Blair was appointed to a 
position on the Town Cen-
ter Improvement District in 
1996 and then elected to the 
township’s board of directors 
when it was established in 
2007. Although she chose not 
to seek re-election in 2013, 

Blair has numerous memo-
ries from her more than 15 
years as an elected official. 
One of the most memorable 
developments, she said, was 
the transformation of The 
Woodlands from a bedroom 
community to a destination. 

“We were laughed at—espe-
cially by people in Houston—
who said, ‘We’ll come to The 
Woodlands to sleep at night, 
but we’ll never come there for 

conventions or for vacation,’” 
she said. “When you believe in 
something enough and know 
you can make it happen, and 
you have the partnerships like 
we have in this community, 
then it does happen.” 

Through her political 
and law connections, Blair 
has been asked to serve as 
a regent for two boards for 
Texas universities. She was 
appointed to the board of 
regents for Stephen F. Austin 
State University in 2015 
after six years of service as a 
regent for the University of 
Houston, the appointment 
furthering her love for the 
color red. 

“When I got appointed to 
UH, they were just lucky I had 
a closet full of red,” Blair said. 
“My mother has a photo of me 

at 6 years old where I’m stand-
ing on a stage and I am out 
front holding a microphone 
and speaking loudly wearing 
a red cowboy skirt.  I haven’t 
changed a bit since then.” 

During her time as a UH 
regent, Blair was part of the 
board that hired Chancellor 
Renu Khator and opened the 
new state-of-the-art football 
stadium on campus, which 
was no easy feat, she said.

Nelda Luce Blair
Passion for education drives community leader

PEOPLE

Nelda Blair has been involved in numerous community organizations. 
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By Marie Leonard

“It was originally designed 
so that it did not face down-
town,” Blair said. “It had to 
be turned slightly in order 
to do that, and you would be 
amazed at how much that 
cost. We had to go out and 
raise more private money and 
justify why we were doing 
that, but you go into that 
stadium now, it’s no small 
deal. UH is one of the crown 
jewels of the city of Houston, 
and being able to equate the 
city when you’re sitting in the 
stadium is worth much more 
than I can state.” 

While Blair is well-known 
in Montgomery County, she 
said a lot of people do not 
know she came from humble 
origins.

“I was the oldest of 14 
grandkids and the first to go 
to college; we were not an edu-
cated family,” she said. “People 
assume that when you live in a 

big house, have a law office and 
wear decent clothes that you’ve 
always done that.” 

Although Blair said she 
does not plan to run for 
another elected office, she 
does hope to stay involved in 
the political spectrum. 

“Your plans aren’t always 
God’s plans,” she said. “I believe 
what’s in store for me is helping 
good people run for office and 
not necessarily being a candi-
date again myself.” 

She is also in the process of 
writing three books and said 
she would love to bring more 
inspiration to young people 
who are the first in their fam-
ily to go to college. 

“I think my job here on Earth 
is not to be famous or well-off 
but to do good,” Blair said. 
“I use those words a lot, and 
that’s what I strive to do. Every 
Monday is a new opportunity 
to do good.”

“I think my job here on Earth is not to be 
famous or well-off but to do good.”

—Nelda Luce Blair 

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 17 YEARS.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090

281-569-3300

For our Neighbors in 
The Woodlands.

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 5/11/16.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t
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1  Ambhar Anejo, Ambhar Reposado and Ambhar Plata are the three tequilas made by Ambhar 
Global Spirits.

2  CEO Jaime Celorio holds a bottle of Anejo tequila, which has won awards in the International 
Spirits Challenge and the Ultimate Spirit Challenge. 

3  The tequila is served at many restaurants in The Woodlands. Grotto Italian Restaurant fea-
tures the “Lady Ambhar,” which is made with reposado tequila, blood orange liqueur, fresh orange 
juice, simple syrup and orange bitters.

Ambhar Global Spirits
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Ambhar Global Spirits
Company finds home in The Woodlands

W oodlands-based Ambhar 
Global Spirits, the com-
pany that owns and 

produces Ambhar Tequila, offers its 
tequila products not only to different 
cities around the state and nation, 
but to major restaurants and retailers 
throughout The Woodlands.

CEO and founder Jaime Celorio 
said when he took over the tequila 
company two years ago and moved 
its headquarters from Austin to The 
Woodlands, he did so because of the 
international opportunities he could 
find in the area.

“I moved the office here for two 
reasons,” Celorio said. “First, this is 
an international company and The 
Woodlands is close to the airport, 
which is great for traveling. Our 
distillery is in Mexico, our distributor 
is in Dallas and our main market is in 
Florida. There is also a global commu-
nity here—there is a very cosmopoli-
tan environment.”

Celorio said Ambhar Tequila 
produces three different types of 
tequila that are sold at restaurants and 
liquor stores throughout the state and 
nation. Plata, Reposado and Anejo 
tequilas all have different flavors and 
are made a certain way, he said.

“Plata tequila is the most popular; it’s 

a huge trend for margaritas,” Celorio 
said. “Reposado tequila is smooth so 
it’s good to drink neat. And then Anejo 
tequila is for whiskey drinkers—it has 
a more oaky taste.” 

Plata tequila is $49.99, Reposado 
tequila is $54.99 and Anejo tequila is 
$59.99.

Celorio said a number of major 
restaurants in The Woodlands carry 
Ambhar Tequila. They include Mor-
ton’s Grille, Bob’s Steakhouse, Del 
Frisco’s Grille and Local Pour.

“The Woodlands is a great place 
to have a company like this,” Celorio 
said. “This year, we are also planning 
on expanding 18 markets in different 
states as well.”

With the large spread of restaurants 
and liquor stores carrying Ambhar 
Tequila products, Celorio said the 
company’s products won awards at the 
Ultimate Spirit Challenge in 2014 and 
the International Spirits Challenge in 
2012.

For those interested in purchasing a 
bottle of Ambhar Tequila, the tequila is 
placed in a decanter made of glass and is 
molded into a shape similar to canteens 
used in the Old West. Each decanter is 
topped off with a special Ambhar drag-
onfly charm as a symbol of good luck in 
the Mexican culture.

CLOSE-UP

8505 Technology Forest Blvd.,  
Ste. 102, The Woodlands
281-292-1160
www.ambhar.com 

• Plata: Made from the purest form of 
blue agave, Plata tequila is mellowed 
in stainless steel tanks for up to two 
months. The process creates a pure 
spirit with a salty-sweet nose and 
aromas of lime and pineapple. 

• Reposado: This tequila is rested in 
premium whiskey oak barrels just long 
enough to get a golden hue. It has a 

hint of light geranium with a well-bal-
anced taste of roasted agave, vanilla 
and salted caramel.

• Anejo: Anejo tequila is aged up to 
two years in premium oak whiskey 
barrels. It then inherits sharp aromas 
of clove and cinnamon and produces 
its dark amber colors with a rich and 
smoky taste. 

By Abigail Loop

1

Ambhar Tequilas
Ambhar Tequila has three different tequila products that have different tastes 
and aromas.

WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Grooming  • Cat Boarding  •  Pony Parties 
Horseback Riding Lessons  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

10% OFF BOARDING 
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

“Where old fashioned customer service 
and product quality are still important!”

PLANTS
SOILS

MULCH
COMPOST

SAND & GRAVEL
ORGANIC GARDENING 

SUPPLIES
All our products are safe 
for children and animals.

www.NaturesWayResources.com
936-321-6990 (Metro)
936-273-1200 (Conroe)
101 Sherbrook Circle
Conroe, TX 77385

Retail & Wholesale, Bag, or Bulk
Delivery Available
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CHEF’S CORNER
Profiles of notable local chefs

S cott Neuman may not have any 
formal training in the culinary 
arts, but after getting into the 

restaurant industry as a teenager, the 
current chef at Jasper’s in The Wood-
lands now has two decades worth of 
professional cooking experience. 

Neuman, who was born in Texas and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in commu-
nications from The University of Texas, 
grew up outside of Chicago and did not 
always think he would become a chef. 

“Maybe I have more failures 
because of it, but maybe I also think 
differently because I’m not put into 
the classic mold,” he said. “Over my 
career, I’ve certainly learned every-
thing I would have learned in culinary 
school in that sense.”

Neuman said his interest in cooking 
really sparked when he moved back to 
Texas for college partly because of all 
the Mexican food options. In Chicago, 
he said there were few Mexican restau-
rants to choose from, but the Southern 
staple became a source of inspiration 
for him. 

 “As a young person, I didn’t grow 
up thinking, ‘Gosh, I want to be a chef,’ 
but I was always interested in food,” 
Neuman said. “I loved being in the 
kitchen, in particular, more with my 
father than with my mother. My father 
was a little more experimental, but he 
was also a great grill cook.”

 Neuman said he fondly remembers 
spending weekends in the back-
yard with his father watching ribs 
cook and sharing stories. Part of his 
father’s philosophy was that eating 
well is the best revenge, so when the 
Neumans would go on vacation, his 

father would look up the best restau-
rants during their stay. 

“I was very fortunate to take over my 
first restaurant kitchen at a very early 
age,” he said. “That’s a good and a bad 
thing looking back on it. The things I 
regret—and what I tell young culinar-
ians are—work in as many places as 
you can before [taking over] because 
once you are in that top spot, it makes 
it harder to learn. It doesn’t mean you 
can’t, but this business is all about 
learning [and] you never stop.”

Neuman said although every day 
brings new challenges, he cannot 
imagine doing anything else. 

“One of the joys about [cooking]— 
and one of the frustrating things about 
it—is that no day has any semblance to 
another day,” he said. “Every day the 
reset button gets hit.”

Neuman said his favorite part of 
being a chef is the instant gratification 
he receives when customers enjoy his 
cooking. He remembers going to  
a restaurant as a child and thinking 
the chef must have been a magician for 
making his food taste so good. 

“It’s kind of neat now that I get to 
be the magician,” he said. “I’m the guy 
who’s behind the curtain.”

Creativity is only about 5 to 10 per-
cent of the job, Neuman said, adding a 
restaurant kitchen is like an orchestra, 
in that everyone has a role in making 
sure meals come together at the same 
time. 

“What a chef really does is they 
do the same thing 10,000 times, and 
the 10,001st time has to have just as 
much passion in it as the first,” he said. 
“There’s no other career like it.”

Scott Neuman
Jasper’s

By Beth Marshall

Jasper’s

9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands
281-298-6600
www.jaspersthewoodlands.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
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Chef Scott Neuman enjoys cooking various entrees, appetizers and other menu items at Jasper’s 
in The Woodlands.
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One of chef Neuman’s favorite dishes, slow 
smoked baby back ribs are served with 
creamy potato salad ($24-$33).

Maytag blue cheese potato chips are a popular 
appetizer at Jasper’s ($7-$11).

Each day Chef Neuman chooses a different 
special to feature. Grilled tilapia was featured as 
the day’s special on Wednesday, March 30.

Unique 

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2005
5200 Louetta Road, Ste. 138

Spring, Texas 77379
281-370-4447

www.StillGoode.com

OPEN DAILY!
MONDAY - THURSDAY 10AM TO 6PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 10AM TO 5PM

SUNDAY 1PM TO 5PM

• Furniture 
• Home Decor

• Antiques
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Artist: Don Lawler

Underwriter: Village Medical Center

Location: faces the Waterway Lofts and 
is flanked by nearby restaurants and The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center

Artist: John V. Weber

Underwriter: Peggy and Ray Wilcox

Location: south side of The Woodlands Water-
way, between the sidewalk and the water.

Artist: Elizabeth Akamatsu

Underwriter: David and Brenda Gottlieb

Location: south side of the Waterway and 
looks across to Town Green Park

Artist: Valerie Theberge

Underwriter: Gayle and Todd Kuoni

Location: west side of Town Green Park

Artist: Chris Miller

Underwriter: Mitchell, Peggy, Nicholas and 
Patrick Hausman

Location: near Waterway Square

Artist: Dan Skaggs

Underwriter: The Shedden family

Location: sits above the Waterway in a circle 
on a hill overlooking the Riva Row Boat House 
along a pedestrian and bicycle pathway
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The Woodlands Art Bench Project 
Second installation featuring 6 new projects debuts along The Woodlands Waterway 

T he Woodlands Art Council 
celebrated the installation of 
six new art benches in and 

around The Woodlands Waterway on 
March 8 as part of the second phase  
of The Woodlands Art Bench Project.

The Woodlands Art Bench Project, 
which first started off as eight unique 
benches located throughout The 
Woodlands in 2014, now consists of 
14 benches.

“We are very excited about adding 
six more unique and creative benches 
this year,” said Theresa Terrell, TWAC 
board member and project chairwom-
an. “We are pleased to be extending 
this project that contributes artistic 

vibrancy to our community.”
TWAC officials said each bench was 

specifically designed for its location 
and artists from all across the U.S. and 
the world were considered. Artists 
were asked to submit a sketch of their 
idea of an art bench. TWAC Art Bench 
Project committee members looked 
over 70 designs from different appli-
cants before picking six artists for the 
second phase of the project.

Two of the artists chosen for the art 
project were also at the event to show-
case their work. Elizabeth Akamatsu,  
a resident of Nacogdoches, spoke to 
the audience about the bench she cre-
ated entitled “Stardust.”

“The bench is inspired by the 
mineral gypsum found in the high 
desert,” Akamatsu said. “It’s a beautiful 
mineral with not so grand a purpose in 
life. My piece also has negative space 
that serves as little windows to catch 
moments. I love the location and so far 
people have reacted positively.”

John Weber, the other artist at the 
event, also talked about his art bench 
creation “On the Bayou.”

“It’s all fabricated out of stainless 
steel,” Weber said. “The original 
concept was South Louisiana—the 
swamps, the trees and the feel of it. I 
love South Louisiana because a lot of 
my dad’s family is from there. It was 

kind of an easy deal for me, what they 
desired to see.”

Weber’s and Akamatsu’s benches, 
along with the other artists involved 
in the Art Bench Project, were also on 
display at the annual Woodlands Wa-
terway Arts Festival from April 8-10. 

“The bench project is one of the 
many ways the council furthers its 
mission to provide regional, cultural 
and educational enrichment opportu-
nities that encourage, support and pro-
mote the performing and visual arts,”  
TWAC president Amy Lecocq said.

TWAC provides a variety of cultural 
and educational enrichment opportu-
nities to support the local arts. 

ARTIST CORNER

By Abigail Loop

On the Bayou

Family Tree Branch

Bean
Mipenipa

Stardust

Umbrella Tree

GROWING STRONGER—TOGETHER

WWW.FITFORALLINC.COM
CONTACT US 281-288-7697 • KAREN@FITFORALLINC.COM

KC EVENT CENTER • 2655 FM 1488 • CONROE, TX 77384 

• INDOOR Group Circuit and HIIT Sessions! 
• One monthly rate - Attend as Many Sessions as You Like!
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S ome of the biggest names in golf 
history come to The Woodlands 
every year to participate in the 

Insperity Invitational, the only invita-
tional golf tournament that is included 
in the PGA Tour Championship. 

The event, which has grown and 
evolved since it began in 2004, gives 
attendees the opportunity to come 
in for free to watch what Insperity 
Invitational Director Bryan Naugle calls 
the “greats of golf” as they compete 
for a piece of the $2.15 million in prize 
money. This year’s tournament, the 12th 
of its kind, will be held May 2-8 at The 
Woodlands Country Club.

“These are the greatest golfers in the 
world over 50,” Naugle said. “They’re 
the legends of the game.”

The first tournament was held in 
2004. In 2008, after a few years at the 
Augusta Pines Golf Club, the event 
moved to The Woodlands Country 
Club. The country club is where the 
Shell Houston Open had been held, 
and it is home to a tournament course.

“For our players, it’s kind of like 
coming home,” Naugle said. “They’ve 
played there before when they were on 
the regular tour.”

Naugle worked with the PGA to 
change the format of the tournament 
into an invitational, which helped open 
it up because there are no qualify-
ing events to participate. The players 
invited to participate have storied 
pasts. 

“Almost everybody who plays in our 
event has won either multiple events 
on a foreign tour or has won on the 
PGA World Champions tour,” Naugle 
said. “You really have to have been  
a winner to play in the invitational.”

Some of the biggest names in golf, 
including Arnold Palmer and Jack 
Nicklaus, have participated in the Ins-
perity Invitational in the past. This year, 
John Daly will be making his PGA Tour 
Championship debut, Naugle said. 

The tournament typically draws in 
crowds of 75,000 people throughout 
the week, providing an economic 

Insperity Invitational
Tournament returns to The Woodlands

COMMUNITY

Woodlands Country Club

Millbend Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

1830 S. Millbend Drive,  
The Woodlands
www.insperityinvitational.com
May 2-8 (championship play 
runs May 6-8)

PGA TOUR Champions player Jeff Maggert of The Woodlands plays during a past tournament. 
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By Abigail Allen

boost for area shops, restaurants and 
hotels. 

“The average Champions tour event 
[has] somewhere between $18 to  
$20 million in economic impact for 
the week,” Naugle said. 

The tournament events, which run 
all week, are free to the public. A 
portion of the proceeds are donated 
to roughly 60 nonprofits, including 

The First Tee of Greater Houston and 
Interfaith of The Woodlands.

The Insperity Invitational also 
includes the UnitedHealthcare 
Pro-Am on May 2, the Junior Pro-Am 
and clinic on May 3, and the Wood-
forest National Bank Championship 
Pro-Am on May 4-5. Invitational 
championship play runs from  
May 6-8.

Restrictions apply.  Not available in all areas. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2016 Comcast. All rights reserved.   NPA181820-0001

X1 will change the way you experience TV – with the fastest, easiest  
search and a remote that lets you find your favorites with your voice. 

DirecTV just doesn’t compare. See for yourself and take the XFINITY X1 Challenge.

See how your service stacks up today at xfinity.com/challenge.  
Or try XFINITY risk-free with a 30-day money-back guarantee.

Visit xfinity.com/challenge or call 1-877-208-1978 today for a great offer. 

Who gives you a better TV experience?

DIRECTVXFINITY X1

111949_NPA181820-0001 X1 Challenge ad_9.1837x5.5416.indd   1 3/16/16   1:33 PM
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A fter retiring from a 
25-year career in the 
Secret Service, Thom 

Bolsch decided to switch 
gears and bring a high-end 
shooting range experience to 
FM 1488 that was missing in 
the area.

“We went to a couple 
of [shooting ranges], and 
my wife was just was not 
thrilled,” Bolsch said. “It 
made me think—it’s the only 
industry that hasn’t gotten 
into the 21st century as far 
as customer service goes. It 
made me wonder how there 
couldn’t be a more comfort-
able, kinder, lady-friendly, 
family-friendly place here.”

The 33,000-square-foot 
Saddle River Range location, 
which opened Nov. 21, offers 
24 shooting lanes, 20 archery 
lanes, three classrooms for 

beginner- to advanced-level 
shooting, concealed handgun 
license courses and a laser gun 
training simulator, Bolsch said. 

The location also features 
Cafe 2A, which serves sand-
wiches, salads, coffee and 
smoothies, and is named after 
the Second Amendment. 

A basic gold-level member-
ship is available for frequent 
shooters and priced at $599. 
The highest level of member-
ship available is known as 
Club Crockett, which grants 
members access to a private 
shooting range and high-end 
lounge. The starting initiation 
price is $5,500. Since open-
ing, the range has registered 
about 400 members, Bolsch 
said.

“Everything we do here 
is based on safety,” he said. 
“There are cameras behind 

everyone, and our range safety 
officers have the monitors 
where you can see every shoot-
ing lane.”

In addition, Saddle River 
Range sells a variety of guns 
on-site, including tactical 
firearms, pistols, and hunting 
rifles. The facility’s 25-yard 
archery range is also open to 
the public and caters to clubs 
and youth groups. Lessons 
are offered every Monday and 
Tuesday as well. 

“We want people to know 
that it’s not just about the 
shooting—that’s why we built 
these lounges,” Bolsch said. 
“We’ve got wide-screen TVs. 
People can watch the ball 
game and maybe do some 
shooting and get a sandwich. 
I really wanted to make it a 
social gathering place as well 
as a shooting range.”

Saddle River Range
High-end shooting venue opens to the public

ENTERTAINMENT

Saddle River Range

4280 FM 1488, Conroe
281-968-8855
www.saddleriverrange.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-8 
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Owner Thom Bolsch has years of experience in tactical shooting training.

The store sells a variety of tactical 
firearms, pistols, rifles and shotguns.

Customers are able to view target 
accuracy on small video screens.
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By Liza Winkler

A M E R I C A N  C A N C E R  S O C I E T Y 
C O R P O R A T E  W E L L N E S S  F O R U M

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 
CORPORATE WELLNESS FORUM 

IN THE WOODLANDS

May 3, 2016 from 7:30 AM - 10:00 AM
Waste Connections Headquarters

3 Waterway Square Place, #110, The 
Woodlands, TX 77380

Join us as local business leaders share best practices in 
the implementation of a corporate health and wellness 

program. You will hear real world examples as well as 
guided discussions on our two focus areas: low-cost and 

no-cost programming ideas and key motivators to improving 
employee engagement.

Panelists for the forum discussion include Janice Porter 
(McKesson Specialty Health), Jennifer Borders (Houston 

Methodist), Sarah Acosta (Harris County), Judy Jonas, PhD, 
RDN, LD (American Cancer Society) and other health and 

wellness professionals.  Visit the website for the full line-up 
of panelists and event schedule.

Register at main.acsevents.org/
thewoodlandswellnessforum.   The event is free, but 
registration is required.  Breakfast will be provided. 

Contact Meredith.Noonan@cancer.org or call 
713-706-5638 with questions.

The Woodlands 
Corporate Wellness Forum 

Host Committee:

Susan Arp
Huntsman Corporation

Anita Bascom
Medifit/Sysco Corporation

Angela Boudreaux
Huntsman Corporation

Lori Brittain
Woodforest National Bank

Simone DeMarco
Houston Methodist 

The Woodlands Hospital

Tracey Harold
CB&I 

Sue Netherton 
Waste Connections

Janice Porter
McKesson Specialty Health
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THE WOODLANDS CORPORATE 
W E L L N E S S  F O R U M

Ngozi Ikekpeazu, FNPNgozi Ikekpeazu, FNP

Annual Exams for all Ages
Acute & Chronic Care

Sports Physicals - Dermatology
In-House Lab & Much More!

Same & Next Day Appointments

M-F 7AM - 7PM
SAT 9AM - 1PM(281) 419-6565

Raja Abusharr, 
MD, FAAFP

Erin Vierus, PA

Patrice Pompey, PA

Tracy Webb - Staley, FNP
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Happy Hour 
 in The Woodlands

a guide to

Compiled by Kathleen SisonThe Woodlands boasts a number of restaurants and bars that offer happy hour specials—drinks 
and appetizers—throughout the week. 

1  1252 Tapas Bar
Happy hour time: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-11 p.m. Sun.
Specials: $6 select wines, $5 premium well 
drinks, $4 sangria, $4-$6 tapas. (Sundays 
only): $5 mimosas, $4 craft beer.
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 670  
The Woodlands
281-419-1260
www.1252tapasbar.com

2  Amerigo’s Grille
Happy hour time: 4-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Specials: $7 house martinis, beer specials, 
$5 select house wines, $5 mixed well drinks
25250 Grogans Park Drive, The Woodlands
281-362-0808
www.amerigos.com

3  Baker St. Pub and Grill
Happy hour time: 2-9 p.m. daily, all day 
Sunday
Specials: $4.25 Budweiser, Bud Light, 
Coors Light and Miller Lite, $3.25 pints, $3 
wells.
25 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
281-362-7431
www.bakerstreetpub.com

Cellar 24 
Happy hour time: 5:30-8 p.m. MondaysSpecials: $2 off craft beer, half-price wine6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 210  The Woodlands

281-419-9966
www.cellar-24.com
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5  The Blue Fish Sushi
Happy hour time: 5-7 p.m. daily
Specials: $4 small house sake, small Sho 
Chiku Bai Nigori, $4 house wine, Kirin draft, 
Sapporo draft, Bud Light draft; $3 martinis, 
$2 margaritas, $1 drinks on the rocks; 
$5 hand rolls and select appetizers, $3 
mochi ice cream, $3 chocolate spring rolls
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 300,  
The Woodlands
281-292-3474
www.thebluefishsushi.com

6  California Pizza Kitchen
Happy hour time: 3-6 p.m., 8:30 p.m. to 
close, Mon.-Thu.
Specials: $7 sangrias, $6 hand-shaken 
agave mojitos and fresh agave lime 
margaritas, $5 wine and premium well 
drinks; $4 draft and bottled beer, $10 wine 
and flatbread, $9 draft beer and flatbread. 
$7 spinach and artichoke dip, $4 asparagus 
and arugula salad, $4 spicy chicken tinga 
quesadilla, $3 white corn guacamole and 
chips
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200 
The Woodlands
832-791-4900
www.cpk.com

8  Bar Louie
Happy hour time: 4-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Specials: $5.25 martinis, $4.25 wine, 
$3.25 14-oz. draft beer. Half-price select 
appetizers and flatbreads
24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 175R,  
The Woodlands 
281-719-1900 
www.barlouieamerica.com

9  Crescent Moon Wine Bar
Happy hour time: 3-7 p.m. daily
Specials: $7 martinis, $6 cocktails,  
$5 house wine, $4 well drinks, $3 domestic 
beers. $3-$7 select appetizers
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

10  Crú Food & Wine Bar
Happy hour time: 4-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Specials: $3 off glasses or flights of wine; 
$3-$5 appetizers, such as steamed mussels, 
goat cheese beignets, margherita pizza, fried 
calamari and chef’s feature of the day
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 650,The Woodlands
281-465-9463
www.cruawinebar.com

11  Crush Wine Lounge
Happy hour time: 4-8 p.m. Tues.-Fri.
Specials: $5 wine, $5 select cocktails,  
$3 select beer; $1-$4 off every cocktail on 
the menu; $7 margherita, pepperoni or veggie 
supreme pizza; $5 beef or chicken tacos; 
$6 mini Cajun crab cake; creamy spinach 
artichoke dip, and plantain and mozzarella 
croquettes.
20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 200, The Woodlands
281-362-7874
www.thecrushbar.com

12  Fleming’s Prime  
Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Happy hour time: 5-7 p.m. and 8-10 p.m. 
daily
Specials: early happy hour features 
specials on five select cocktails, such as the 
signature Blueberry Lemondrop, five select 
wines and $6-$8 for five select appetizers, 
such as sweet chili calamari and pan-crust 
pork belly; the late happy hour features 
specials on eight select wines and cocktails, 
and $8-$11 select bar appetizers
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive 
The Woodlands
281-362-0103
www.flemingssteakhouse.com

Local Pour
Happy hour time: 4-9 p.m. daily

Specials: $3.75 well drinks, $4.75 cocktails, $5.50 

select premium drinks, $1 off draft beer, $1 off 

select wines.

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands

281-419-7687
www.localpourhouston.com
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3091 College Park Dr, 
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital

•  Cupcakes
• Cakebal ls
•  Pastr ies 

•  P ies
•  Brownies
• Bars

We O� er:
45

242

N

(936) 231-8667

Custom cak�  
for all special events 
including weddings, 

birthdays, baby 
showers, etc

10% OFF 
any custom 

cake. 
Up to a $50 value. Expires 5/11/16.

We Deliver!



The Woodlands Edition • April 2016 69

The Refuge Bar & Bistro

Happy hour time: 2-6 p.m. Tue.-Sat.

Specials: $4 house wine, $3 well drinks, $2 domestic bottle 

beer, $1 off all draft beer, $5 select appetizers 

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands

713-389-5674

www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

Sidebar 
Happy hour time: 4-7 p.m.
Specials: $4 domestic drafts, $5 craft bottled beer, $6 craft draft beers, $8 craft cocktails 2 Waterway Square Place, The Woodlands281-419-4300

www.westinthewoodlands.com
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14  Goose’s Acre
Happy hour time: All day Sun. and Mon., 
3-7 p.m. and 9-11 p.m. Tue.-Thu., 3-6 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.
Specials: $14 pitcher (import beer), $8 
pitcher (Shiner), $7 pitcher (domestic beer), 
$5 select house wines, $2.50 well drinks, 
domestic beer and Shiner
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 140  
The Woodlands
281-466-1502
www.thegoosesacre.com

15  Hyatt Centric Market 
Street Bar
Happy hour time: 4-7 p.m. daily
Specials: $7 select cocktails, $6 premium 
well drinks, $5 canvas label wines, 
$4 select beer. $10 Texas barbecue chicken 
flatbread, $7 Kemah fried calamari,  
$5 Berkshire pork-belly tostada, Lone Star 
salsa trio, smoked Gouda pimento, and 
Southern greens and artichoke dip
9595 Six Pines, Ste. 1100, The Woodlands
281-203-5005
www.thewoodlands.centric.hyatt.com

16  Jasper’s
Happy hour time: 4-7 p.m. daily
Specials: $6 select cocktails and martinis, 
$5 house wines, $5-$7 appetizers.
9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands
281-298-6600
www.jaspersthewoodlands.com

17  Kona Grill
Happy hour time: 3-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 9-11 
p.m. Mon.-Sat., all day Sunday
Specials: $8 mules, $8.75 Tito’s martini, $7 
Maker’s Mark Old Fashioned, $7.75 sake 
sangria, $8.75 sake bomber, $4.25 Bud 
Light draft, $4.75 select Samuel Adams, 
$6.50 wine, $6 select margaritas. Half-price 
sushi rolls and select appetizers
3 Waterway Square Place, Ste. 100,  
The Woodlands
281-466-4061
www.konagrill.com

18  Martinis & More
Happy hour time: 5-8 p.m.
Specials: $5 wine, $4 well drinks, $3 beer, 
$2 off martinis 
Address: 311 Sawdust Road, Spring
Phone: 281-797-4273

19  Morton’s Grille
Happy hour time: 4-6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.  
to close Sun.-Fri.
Specials: $5 select beer, $6 house wine, 
$7 martinis and cocktails, $6-$8 select 
appetizers 
25 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
832-585-0794
www.mortonsgrille.com
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This is not a comprehensive list of all 
of the happy hours in The Woodlands.

Your Neighb� hood Wine Bar

6700 Woodlands Pkwy, suite 210   •   www.cellar-24.com   •   281-419-9966

$5 OFF PIZZAS
No additional discounts. 

limit one per check. Exp. 05/15/16.

Cellar Twenty Four Monthly Wine Club 
Membership is intended to introduce you to 

wines from around the world. Starts at $40 per 
month. Receive Wine Club Benefi ts as well! 

Stop in today and learn more.

Stay tuned for our Woodlands Buy Local Discount 
App to start saving money! 

If you're a business owner and would like to learn 
more about how you can drive more business locally, 

please email us at MCMB@WoodlandsBuyLocal.com

Coming Soon
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Last Year’s Treasures 
Are This Year’s

GOOD 
BUYS!
Shop our showroom during our  
Clearance Sale. Look for Good Buys 
tags throughout the store for prices 
AT OR BELOW COST.

Hurry in for best selection.

Magnolia • 32411 FM 2978, Suite A • 281-298-5200   
    AnthologyLighting.com • Follow us on Facebook  

Las
t Years Tearsures

A r e  T h is  Ye a rs

GOOD BUYSLas
t Year’s Treasures

T h is Ye a r’s B e st Valu es

GOOD BUYS

Las
t Year’s Treasures

T h is Ye a r’s B e st Valu es

GOOD BUYS Last Years Tearsures
Are This Years

GOOD 

List Price $350.00 

Our Price 
$175.00

*While supplies last

Earn cash or 20% more in store credit for outgrown items. Plus, shop the 
best selection of spring clothes, baby gear and more at up to 80% off retail!

67 7 7  WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB) • (281) 419.333967 7 7  WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB) • (281) 419.3339

Sell your outgrown kids’ stuff to Kid to Kid for cash or 20% more  
in store credit. We buy all seasons of apparel all year long!

SELL TO KID TO KID
LET SOMEONE ELSE LOVE IT

FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

5$
off

*Must pres
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 One coupon per family per month. See store for details. Expires 4/30/16. CPNIM0416

a $30 purchase
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Separate the head from the 
tail by grabbing and twisting 

the two parts.

Peel back the first layer of 
shell on the tail to expose 

more meat.

Pull out the tail meat with your 
fingers or teeth. If needed, 

pinch the bottom of the tail to 
help push the meat out.

If you choose, suck the head 
of the crawfish. This is where 

most of the flavor gathers 
during the boiling process.

Grasp, twist and snap Peel Pull Suck the head

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

S
ou

rc
e:

 G
o 

C
ra

w
fis

h/
C

om
m

un
ity

 Im
p

ac
t 

N
ew

sp
ap

er

Crawfish2016

guide
Compiled by Wendy Cawth
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Crawfish boils are an annual tradition for many residents in commu-
nities along the Gulf Coast. Lou Caporale, owner of Go Crawfish, sells 
live crawfish brought in daily from Louisiana and recommends a basic 
recipe for a first-time boil.   

THE NECESSITIES:
• live crawfish  

(about 3-4 pounds per guest)
• seasoning of choice
• vegetables
• a large pot for boiling
• a paddle for stirring
• a large cooler to store crawfish 

before boiling

• long metal tongs for serving
• a scoop with holes or a colan-

der to scoop vegetables and 
crawfish from pot

• newspaper to line tabletop

THE BOIL:
1. Caporale said he recommends putting vegetables, such as corn 

cobs and quartered potatoes, into the boil first and cooking until 
them they are soft. The vegetables can be removed before the 
crawfish is added to the pot. 

2. To cook the crawfish, boil them in the pot for five minutes before 
removing the pot from the heat. 

3. Allow the crawfish to continue cooking in the hot water for an-
other 20 minutes, stirring occasionally to keep seasonings from 
settling at the bottom of the pot. This allows the crawfish to soak 
up additional flavor. 

THE MEAL:
To serve, Caporale said it is traditional to layout the entire meal on a 
tabletop covered with newspaper, allowing guests to serve them-
selves.  

Whether you call them mudbugs, crayfish or crawdads, The 
Woodlands area is home to several eateries serving crawfish by 

the pound from March until June.

BIG CAB’S CRAWFISH CABIN
24527 Gosling Road, Spring
281-704-4827
www.facebook.com/Bigcabscraw-
fishcabin/

BUBBA T’S CAJUN KITCHEN 
610 Rayford Road, Ste. 638, Spring
281-419-6500
www.bubbats.com

CAJUN CANTINA
19010 FM 1488, Magnolia
281-259-8212
www.facebook.com/ 
cajuncantinamagnoliatexas 

CRABBY DADDY
25186 I-45 N., Ste. 4G 
The Woodlands
281-296-2722
www.crabbydaddy.com 

THE FLYING PUG
592 Sawdust Road, Spring
832-510-2060
www.flyingpugsportspub.com

GO CRAWFISH
6923 FM 1488, Magnolia
281-814-3655
www.gocrawfish.com
(Only available for catering and 
to-go orders)

MOLLY’S PUB
24905 I-45 N., Spring
281-367-1341
www.facebook.com/mollyspub.
woods/
(Only served Sat.-Sun. beginning 
at 4 p.m.)

PAPA’S ICEHOUSE
314 Pruitt Road, Spring
281-3648140
www.papasicehousetx.com
(Only served Sundays)

ROOKIES SPORTS BAR AND GRILL
305 Sawdust Road, Spring
281-362-9610
www.rookiessports.com

STADIA SPORTS GRILL
9595 Six Pines Drive  
The Woodlands
281-298-1818
www.stadiasportsgrill.com

TAILGATORS PUB & GRILL
8540 Hwy. 242, The Woodlands
936-271-4200
www.tailgatorspub.com 

TEWBELEAUX’S SPORTS BAR 
AND GRILL
2907 Rayford Road, Ste. 101, 
Spring
281-292-3600
www.tewbeleauxs.com

WILLIE’S GRILL AND ICEHOUSE
16846 I-45 S., Conroe
936-321-0065
williesgrillandicehouse.com

WOLFIES 
25550 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-298-9653
www.wolfiesusa.com 

Where to eat:

Hosting a 
crawfish boil

Festivals!
RAILS AND TAILS MUDBUG FESTIVAL 
APRIL 30-MAY 1
The annual Tomball festival features two days of food 
and live music, including the John Evans Band, Bay-
ou Roux and The Fab 5. Activities include a boudin 
ball eating contest, a kids zone and crawfish racing. 
Noon-6 p.m. Free (admission).  
Tomball Historic Depot, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball.  
281-351-5484. www.tomballtx.gov 

TEXAS CRAWFISH FESTIVAL 
APRIL 29-MAY 1, MAY 6-8
The 30th annual festival is held in Old Town Spring 
and includes vendors serving a variety of food, 
including more than 50,000 pounds of crawfish. The 
crawfish festival also features a live music lineup on 
two stages as well as family-friendly activities. 6-11 
p.m. (April 29 and May 6), noon-11 p.m. (April 30 
and May 7), noon-6 p.m. (May 1 and 6). $12 (adult 
admission), $5 (children ages 6-12).   
Old Town Spring, 209 Gentry St., Spring.  
281-353-9310. www.texascrawfishfestival.com

Mark your calendar:

THE SEASONING:
Caporale recommends a basic recipe to start before adding more 
ingredients based on taste preferences:

lemon juice  •  chopped onion  •  garlic cloves
corn cobs  •  potatoes  •  andouille sausage  •  stick of butter

The Woodlands Edition • April 2016 71



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com72

DOUSING 
FIRES

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

New businesses revitalize Old Town Spring

New fire facilities 
in high demand

SPRING  Old Town Spring’s repu-
tation for catering to frolicsome shop-
pers and those seeking deep-fried 
Oreos is getting a makeover.

Long-standing businesses that have 
been open for decades now share the 
town with at least 17 new businesses 
that have opened in the last year, 
some of which carry a modish stamp.

 The Italian Joint, which opened  
in  May, offers imported soft moz-
zarella, and Mission Village Market 
and Coffee Shop, which opened in 
April, serves gourmet coffee with a 
conscience. 

Yet, the shopping district’s former 
image still resonates.

“Old Town Spring is known for fes-
tival and carnival food, which is a lot 
of deep-fried food,” said Joe Macri, 
who co-owns The Black Sheep Bistro 
and The Italian Joint with his wife, 
Maria Gagis. “We don’t have deep 
fryers in our restaurants.”

The couple chose Old Town Spring 
to open their first restaurant, Black 
Sheep Bistro, three years ago because 
they fell in love with the old town 
ambience.

“There’s no other town where people 
stop, park and walk around,” Macri 
said. “Everything else is a strip mall.”

The couple decided to to expand 
their footprint in Old Town Spring 
two years later, with The Italian Joint. 

“The Black Sheep has been very 
successful, so we decided to open an 
Italian restaurant,” Macri said.  
   The Old Town Improvement Dis-
trict, formed in 2001 by area prop-
erty owners and local merchants, 
promotes and develops commerce in 

CONROE | MONTGOMERY New 
development in Conroe, coupled with 
population growth from the city’s 
annual annexation initiatives, has 
increased the need for new fire stations 
to serve the city as well as additional 
firefighters to staff them. 
   Meanwhile, Emergency Services 
District No. 2, which contracts ser-
vices with Montgomery Fire Depart-
ment, placed a measure on the May 7 
ballot asking voters residing within 
its boundaries for the right to levy a 2 
percent sales tax to aid its facility and 
staffing needs.

As development continues, Conroe 
Fire Chief Ken Kreger said he antici-
pates having to add new fire stations 
throughout the area to meet demand.

“It is a little overwhelming,” Kreger 
said. “I can tell you I have five stations 
that I can already see in my head that 
need to be built.”

Local fire departments continue to 
train an increasing number of firefight-
ers to address the growing demand 
while the Conroe Fire Department 
is planning the construction of a fire 
training facility slated to open by 
September 2017. Conroe does not have 
a dedicated fire training facility and 
instead relies on training personnel 
during overtime by coordinating fire 
training throughout the region.

CFD Battalion Chief Greg Nesom 
said the department will need to 
hire 18 firefighters in January 2017 
to accommodate the addition of Fire 
Station No. 7 at the intersection of 
Longmire and League Line roads that 
will open in June 2017. Its firefight-
ers will likely be trained in a similar 
fashion to firefighters from Station 
No. 6, which was acquired by CFD 
when the city annexed April Sound in 
January 2015. 

“We did a two-week academy 
for those guys,” Nesom said. “We 
borrowed trailers, rented vans and 
we drove to Porter, drove to The 
Woodlands, drove to R&R Salvage [in 
Conroe]. It was just a scheduling and 
organizing nightmare. If we have a 
facility, that solves the issue.”

Training new staff at regional facili-
ties is an ongoing strain. 

“I have to be responsible for all of 

TOP STORIES

Wunche 
Bros. fire
In March 2015, Old Town 
Spring's Wunche Bros. Cafe 
and Saloon suffered a fire 
on the property. The fire has 
negatively affected some 
businesses. The property 
owners put it up for sale 
for $450,000. It is still for 
sale, according to Realty 
Executives.  
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The bubble maker in front of Old Town Spring’s Lana Williams Gallery draws visitors to the shop. 
The family-run business is more than 25 years old.

the area. President Pam Golden said 
commerce in Old Town Spring is 
improving. 

Much of the money that comes in 
through tax dollars to the improve-
ment district is spent on advertising, 
said Seth Sanders, owner of Puffabel-
ly’s Old Depot Restaurant and other 
properties.

“A bigger portion goes to improv-
ing the town—like the street lights 
and sidewalks,” he said.

Harris County is doing its part to 
help the shopping district as well. 

After years of using a septic 
system—which caused many Old 
Town Spring businesses to close early 
every day—the shopping community 
received an upgrade last year. Harris 
County Precinct 4 installed a new 
sewer system, adopted by businesses 
such as Ellen’s Cafe on Gentry Street 
and Moore Time, a clock shop 
located on Main Street. 
Full story by Julie Butterfield

Three municipal and emergency service 
district fire departments serve the 
Conroe, Montgomery and Willis areas. 
Montgomery County ESD No. 2 boundary 
mirrors the Montgomery Fire Department 
response area.

Sources: Conroe Fire Department, Montgomery Fire Department, North 
Montgomery County Fire Department/Community Impact Newspaper

TEAMWORK

Local fire departments partner together 
to form regional hazardous materials 
and structural collapse teams. The 
partnerships are necessary because 
HAZMAT and structure collapse inci-
dents usually require a greater number 
of first responders than any one depart-
ment alone could provide.

HAZMAT TEAM
• Conroe Fire Department
• The Woodlands Fire Department
• Needham Fire Rescue

STRUCTURAL COLLAPSE TEAM
• Conroe Fire Department
• Montgomery County ESD No. 1
• The Woodlands Fire Department
• Montgomery County ESD No. 3
• South Montgomery County ESD No. 8

these people out there—not just the 
citizens but my firefighters as well,” 
Kreger said. “We have to make sure 
that our guys have hands-on skill 
training so we all feel comfortable 
knowing that if we get a call that they 
know what they are doing and have 
the right tools.”

The department conducts live fire 
training with the Porter Fire Depart-
ment, hazardous material and structural 
collapse training with The Woodlands 
Fire Department and sometimes sim-
ulates high-rise training at the Conroe 
Police Department gun range.
Full story by Jesse Mendoza
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New fire stations developing near  
Grand Parkway driven by growth

New center spurred by Grand Parkway

SPRING | KLEIN  In an effort 
to accommodate rapid popu-
lation growth surrounding the 
Grand Parkway, emergency ser-
vice providers are expanding their 
presence in Spring and Klein. 

Fire departments in Spring and 
Klein are developing new stations 
within communities Springwoods 
Village and Gleannloch Farms. The 
new station in Gleannloch Farms will 
increase public safety by allowing the 
Klein Volunteer Fire Department to 
be within four minutes of about  
90 percent of residents in its service 
area, said Mike Pate, a commissioner 
for Harris County Emergency Service 
District No. 16.  

“With population growth, espe-
cially around the Grand Parkway, it’s 
important to put a station there to 
maintain our good response time,” 

Pate said.  
KVFD is wrapping up the design 

phase for Fire Station No. 8, which 
will be located at the northeast corner 
of Champion Forest and Crescent 
Clover drives. The plan is to send the 
project out for construction bids in 
June and have construction com-
pleted by the first quarter of 2017, 
Pate said.  

Fire Station No. 8 will be the first 
within KVFD to feature living quarters 
with beds. Currently, firefighters sleep 
on air mattresses in between shifts 
during a natural disaster, Pate said. 

It also has a 10,000-square-foot 
meeting room, a training room and 
a three-bay fire truck station. The 
station will begin with one truck and 
add more as demand presents itself, 
Pate said.
Full story by Chris Shelton

TOMBALL After the site was 
cleared in the fall, the Grand 
Parkway Town Center will 
break ground in mid-2016.

The 63-acre center, located at the 
southwest corner of Hwy. 249 and the 
Grand Parkway, will feature about 
600,000 square feet of retail, restaurant 
and office space, including about  
15 pad sites.

Sam’s Club was the first tenant 
announced for the NewQuest Prop-
erties development in mid-2015. The 
estimated 136,000-square-foot store is 
projected to open later this year or in 
early 2017, NewQuest Properties Vice 
President Brad Elmore said.

“We’re currently negotiating with 
a large grocery store, sporting goods 
store and a variety of other retailers and 
small service providers like nail salons,” 
Elmore said.

Kroger has been discussed as the 
possible large grocery store tenant for 

the retail center, said Bruce Hillegeist, 
Greater Tomball Area Chamber of 
Commerce president. 

Kroger Public Relations Manager 
Kristal Howard said the company is 
still determining its plan for new stores 
in 2016 and could not yet comment on 
a possible Tomball location.

In addition to Kroger and Sam’s 
Club, Chick-fil-A is included on the 
NewQuest site plan as a possible tenant 
for the center. Chick-fil-A spokesperson 
Amanda Hannah said the chain is eval-
uating new potential locations.

“It has been a longtime goal of ours 
to serve customers in the Tomball 
area,” Hannah said.

About 187,000 square feet of the 
center will be retail with another 
144,000 square feet set aside for office 
buildings. Elmore said it will also 
include sit-down restaurants, fast-ca-
sual and fast-food options.
Full story by Liza Winkler

TOP STORIES

RISING RATE CD – LIMITED TIME OFFER!

.38%
APY*

Put your money in a  
CD with a rate that 
rises with market 
interest rates.  
Then relax. If rates 
rise in 2016, your UP 
CD rate will rise, too.

Call 800-636-7622 to find a 
branch near you.

cadencebank.com 

APY is Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 1/4/16 and is subject to change. The term of this CD is 35 months. There are no maximum interest rate limits for this account. CD interest is compounded 
every three months. The minimum opening deposit is $500. Maximum balance to receive this interest rate is $5,000,000. Substantial penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. 
Limited time offer. Consumers and businesses eligible. Not available as IRA.

The interest rate on your account is based on the Fed Funds Effective Rate which is the interest rate at which banks trade balances held at the Federal Reserve. It is generally only applicable to the most 
creditworthy financial institutions. We determine the rate by adding 1.00% to the Fed Funds Effective Rate (per New York Fed https://apps.newyorkfed.org/markets/autorates/fed%20funds) as of the 
second Tuesday of each April and October, then rounding the total to the nearest hundredth. The new rate, when applicable, will take effect on Friday of that week.  
The interest rate on your account will never be less than 1.38% APY, the rate paid at the time of account opening; this applies to your initial term only.
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success,” township Director Mike Bass 
said. “It’s important that people—not just 
our own residents—can get into and out 
of our community. But there is a point to 
where that becomes a big issue when you 
try to create a thoroughfare through our 
community, especially when it’s in resi-
dential areas.” 

County Judge Craig Doyal said county 
officials tried to work transparently 
during the process to update the thor-
oughfare plan, which began last fall. Four 
public meetings were held throughout 

the county in Conroe, Shenandoah, 
Magnolia and New Caney. However, 
township directors said residents of The 
Woodlands were not given a fair oppor-
tunity to provide feedback since a meet-
ing was not held in the community.  

“Our feedback should have been 
included,” township Director Gordy 
Bunch said. “All these other municipali-
ties, if they say ‘no’ to a project it doesn’t 
happen. If we say ‘no’, we’re given the bird 
and it happens anyway.”  

Doyal said he has heard concerns that 
the county is not considering the damag-
ing effect certain projects could have on 
The Woodlands, but he said this is not the 
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Thoroughfare Plan
Montgomery County

Thoroughfares  
The roads tend to have 
four or six lanes, allow 

higher speeds and 
generally span several 

miles.

Collectors  
The roads are generally 
smaller with two lanes, 

allow slower speeds 
and span relatively 

short distances.

Hierarchy of roads 

collectors Vs. thoroughfares

Freeways

Collector

Local roads

Major thoroughfare

Minor thoroughfare

Sources: Houston-Galveston Area Council, Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper
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Thoroughfare plan
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Thoroughfare plan 
opposition

The Woodlands Township approved a 
resolution Feb. 24 opposing several projects 
included in the Montgomery County Thor-
oughfare Plan and the South County Mobility 
Study.

1

3

5

2

4

Existing thoroughfare
Proposed thoroughfare

Existing collector

Proposed collector
Montgomery CountyExisting highway

Houston ETJ

Conroe ETJ

Surrounding cities ETJ

case as the projects have been in the thor-
oughfare plan for decades.

“[The Woodlands Parkway extension] 
has been vilified as something that’s 
eminent and will be detrimental to The 
Woodlands,” he said. “When Hwy. 249 
gets constructed I think you’ll see a lot 
of people on the west side of The Wood-
lands [for whom] it would make a conve-
nient alternative.” 

Thoroughfare plan details 
Although the thoroughfare plan does 

not dictate when, or if, a road will be 
developed, governments can use it to 
preserve a corridor and require a pri-
vate investor to make a contribution for 
the right of way and construction costs.  

“It also helps the private sector 
because they want to know where 
things are going to happen and what 
their accessibility is now and in the 
future,” said Alan Clark, director of 
transportation planning for the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council. “It pro-
motes connections needed between 
areas as they grow and develop.” 

Although the township’s population 
is expected to top out at around 130,000 
people, there is a rapidly growing and 
urban area within 5 miles of the com-
munity, Clark said. Additionally, the 
county population is expected to reach 
1 million residents by 2030.

“Clearly, one of the challenges for the 
township is to plot a path that says how 
it is going to relate, interact and be con-
nected with this larger urban concen-
tration,” Clark said. 

Extension of contention 
One of the most controversial projects 

included in the township’s resolution 
is the proposed Woodlands Parkway 
extension from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249. 

The county purchased right of way 
for the project from FM 2978 to Dob-
bin-Hufsmith Road in 2007, short of 
three land parcels bordering FM 2978 
that are within the township’s bound-
aries. The remainder of the right of way 
needed between Hwy. 249 and Dob-
bin-Hufsmith is owned by two devel-
opers, Doyal said. 

“Because this project is on our thor-
oughfare plan, we would look to those 
developers to donate that right of way 
and construct at least two lanes as they 
develop,” he said.  

However, the county needs to pass 
another bond election to build the road 
or establish a cooperative agreement 
with a developer or third party. There 
is no definitive timeline or funding for 
the project at this point, Doyal said. 

“Most projects in the county are 
built by developers and accepted by 
the county for maintenance,” he said. 
“That’s the whole idea behind the thor-
oughfare plan.”

During the March 23 township 
board meeting, citizens and elected 
officials were given the opportunity to 
address the board regarding the plan. 
Conroe Mayor Webb Melder  urged 
the township board to reconsider its 
resolution in the spirit of cooperation. 
Portions of several proposed projects 
the township opposes are in the city of 

Harris County
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incorporation policy that states it will not 
move forward with incorporation unless 
an issue occurs that cannot be solved by 
the current form of government. 

“When you look at the thorough-
fare plan and the Woodlands Parkway 
extension, there’s no legislation to solve 
it, and we’ve tried to negotiate with 
the county,” Bunch said. “I think we 
have triggered our own board policy to 
move forward with planning.”

The first steps to potentially incorpo-
rating would involve updating a 2011 
township study to outline the true costs 
of becoming a city, analyzing the tax 
implication it would have for residents, 
and hosting residential meetings to 
solicit feedback and address concerns. 

“It’s not a question of if we should 
incorporate, but a question of when,” 
Bunch said. “We don’t want to be a part 
of the city of Houston, and we don’t 
need to wait 50 years to permanently 
remove that threat.” 

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Projected growth  
in Montgomery County

Plan  

support
Although the population of The Woodlands will top 
out around 130,000, the population surrounding the 
township will continue to grow through 2040. 
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Conroe’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, 
meaning the city could annex the land 
in the future. 

“We can accomplish so much more 
by working together and not putting 
up fences or drawing lines on maps,” 
Melder said. “The city of Conroe is 
growing, and all these road projects 
are important not just to the city, but to 
the people who live in our ETJ and are 
county residents.” 

Township Director Ann Snyder said 
she has always been a big believer in 
collaboration but was surprised when 
the Woodlands Parkway extension 
remained on the thoroughfare plan 
following the failed May bond election, 
which was voted down by more than 
80 percent of township residents who 
turned out to the polls. The November 
bond election did not include the proj-
ect and was approved by 63 percent of 
county residents.  

“Two months later, the county and 
H-GAC announced it was going to 
happen anyway,” Snyder said. “It was 
almost a slap in the face of what this 
community said they did not want.” 

Township Director John McMullan 
said he believes residents will continue 

to oppose the Woodlands Parkway 
extension. 

“Voters of The Woodlands displayed 
blunt force and correctly defeated the 
May road bond,” he said. “It cannot be 
emphasized enough that real contempt 
has been demonstrated and shown to 
voters of The Woodlands. It’s my sin-
cere hope that changes.” 

Bass said the push for additional 
north/south connectors in the thor-
oughfare plan is going to receive push-
back especially if the roads go through 
residential areas.   

“How much concrete can we pour 
until we wake up and say, ‘We look just 
like Harris County?’” he said. “Those 
are the things [on which] there has 
been no dialogue. Personally, until 
you have that dialogue and discussion 
among all the parties, you’re not going 
to see a lot of change.” 

Moving forward 
Because the vast majority of The 

Woodlands sits within the city of Hous-
ton’s ETJ, any changes to the thorough-
fare plan will need to be reviewed and 
approved by the Houston City Council. 
However, this would not be the case if 

the township incorporates.  
“If you became your own city, you 

would fall into the state code where you 
would have the authority to make those 
decisions,” Clark said. 

In 2007, the township signed an 
agreement with the cities of Houston 
and Conroe that released The Wood-
lands from potential annexation until 
2057. If the township chooses not to 
incorporate by 2057, it will become 
part of either the city of Houston or 
Conroe per the agreement. 

“We have territorial boundaries ... 
and we have agreements with both 
Conroe and Houston that should we 
ever incorporate, those boundaries are 
the boundaries of our city,” Bass said. 
“We pay every year a fee to Houston, 
and we’ll pay it even after we incorpo-
rate.” 

If The Woodlands were a city, 
updates to the throughfare plan would 
have required its approval, Bunch said. 

“At the point of incorporation, all the 
roads and rights of way that are within 
the boundaries of our new city would 
convey from the county, providing the 
city road authority,” he said. 

However, the township does have an 

Although The Woodlands Township is opposing 
several projects included in the Montgomery 
County Thoroughfare Plan, the following mu-
nicipalities have passed resolutions in support 
of the plan: 
 • Conroe
 • Shenandoah
 • Oak Ridge North
 • Willis 
 • Montgomery
 • Magnolia
 • Magnolia ISD
 • Magnolia Chamber of Commerce
 • Magnolia Parkway Chamber of Commerce
 • ESD No. 10
 • Westwood Magnolia Parkway Improvement 
    District

Are you in favor of the projects on the Montgomery 
County Thoroughfare Plan?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/wdl-poll
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schools for children in the area—
as well as Conroe ISD, where 85 
languages are spoken—the pres-
ence of different cultures and 
diversity in The Woodlands has 
been growing over the years.

While the populations of 
both The Woodlands and 
CISD are composed of pre-
dominantly white residents, 
the Hispanic population in 
the area continues to grow and 
is the second largest ethnic 
group. In 2014, Hispanic resi-
dents made up 17.7 percent of 
The Woodlands’ population, 
according to The Woodlands 
Township. By contrast, the 
Hispanic population made up 
6.7 percent of the population 
in 2000.

David Matos, treasurer of the 
Montgomery County Hispanic 
Chamber, said he believes His-
panics and other people of dif-
ferent backgrounds emigrate 
to The Woodlands because of 
the reputation of its economy.

“From a Woodlands stand-
point, people know this is a 
fairly secure place,” Matos said. 
“There’s a joke where people 
say, ‘The Woodlands is the 
most secure city in Mexico.’ 
That comes from there being 
so many people from Mexico 
moving here.”

People of other ethnic back-
grounds have also made their 

way to The Woodlands to take 
advantage of the region’s econ-
omy and available jobs in the 
area.

Michelle Flory, a Realtor 
with RE/MAX The Wood-
lands and Spring, said she has 
observed new residents from 
many other countries as well, 
including Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Russia, 
India, Pakistan and Madagas-
car. Most moved to The Wood-
lands to work in the medical or 
oil industries.

“I would guess a lot of new 
residents come here for work-re-
lated agendas,” Flory said. “And 
not too much has changed; peo-
ple are still coming.”

International business 
The trend of more people 

moving to The Woodlands has 
brought both big and small-
business owners to the area to 
take advantage of The Wood-
lands’ customer base and 
economy. 

Gil Staley, chief executive 
officer of The Woodlands 
Economic Development Part-
nership, said the township is 
home to a number of com-
panies that identify as major 
employers in the area and 
have international ties. Rep-
sol’s corporate headquarters is 
in Madrid, Spain, Maersk Line 
is a Danish company that has 
its customer resource center 
located in The Woodlands and 

Rigaku Americas is 
a Japanese-based 
company that has 
been in The Wood-
lands area for many 
years.

“We have so many 
companies here that 
do business overseas,” 
Staley said. “From big busi-
nesses like Anadarko to 
smaller businesses like New-
park Resources, which works 
with China. The ExxonMobil 
corporation just south of The 
Woodlands has 98 languages 
spoken there.”

Staley said The Woodlands 
is also familiar with the EB-5 
program as well, which is a 
program for foreign investors 
that was established by Con-
gress in 1992 in an effort to 
stimulate job creation.

“The program is still active, 
and we’ve seen people primar-
ily from Mexico come in,” he 
said. “It continues to be popu-
lar but not as frequently seen 
as before.”

Staley said Woodlands offi-
cials have also recently met 
with groups from Malaysia, 
Japan and Belarus to discuss 
business opportunities.

“We are a truly diverse com-
munity in a sense of foreign 
nationalities that are here— 
simply because of the jobs 
here,” he said.

 In addition to large multi-
national corporations making 

International
Continued from | 1

The Woodlands and its schools and 
business have a predominantly white 
population. However, different cultures 
and ethnic groups are growing in the 
community.

a home in The Woodlands, 
smaller businesses with inter-
national backgrounds have also 
made their way to the area.

Coffeeshop Company, 
which opened in The Wood-
lands in July, is the first U.S. 
location of the Austrian-based 
company.

The franchise began in 
Vienna, Austria, in 1999 and 
has been expanding ever since. 
General Manager Sean Minor 
said the owner of The Wood-
lands location is a Woodlands 
resident who decided to invest 
in the company after traveling 
throughout Europe and notic-
ing the company abroad.

“I think we have such an 
international base in [The 
Woodlands],” Minor said. 
“People like to try different 
things, and it’s possible in this 
area.”    

Another business that has 
made its debut in the U.S. by 
adding its first location in The 
Woodlands area is Central Taco, 
located in the Portofino Shop-
ping Center in Shenandoah.

The Mexico City-based 
chain opened in The Wood-
lands in September 2014.  
Manager Patricia Pintos said 
the owners of the restaurant 
are planning on opening more 
locations in the Houston and 
The Woodlands areas and have 
noticed the large Hispanic 
population as well.

“There are a lot of Mexican 
people in the area, and we 
serve authentic Mexican food 
from Mexico City,” she said. 
“Here in Central Taco, we see 
so many people come in from 
different places.”

Diversity in education
Although many people 

move to The Woodlands for 
work-related reasons or to 
start new business ventures, 
they also bring their families 
and children.

Officials from both private 
and public schools in the area 
have programs to help inte-
grate these students into the 
community.

However, sometimes 

 WOODLANDS  
DEMOGRAPHICS

TWO OR MORE RACES: 2.8%

ASIAN: 4.9%

BLACK: 4.8% 

OTHER: 4.8% 

WHITE: 82.7%
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IN THE  
WOODLANDS

(2014 ESTIMATE)

The Woodlands population consists 
mainly of white residents, followed by 
those who identify as Hispanics. 

THEGROWING 
DIVERSITY  

IN THE WOODLANDS

*17.4 percent of the five ethnicities above that make up The 
Woodlands population are of Hispanic origin.
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integration can prove to be 
difficult, especially with chil-
dren who speak English as a 
second language, said Rodrigo 
Chaves, CISD director of com-
munity outreach, dropout pre-
vention and health services.

“We do have a newcomers 
center where families can get 
information on our education 
system, and some are English 
speakers but others aren’t,” 
Chaves said. “Hispanics have 
always been the majority, but 

we’ve also seen some Austra-
lians and Europeans who have 
been here. There’s over 85 lan-
guages spoken in the school 
district.”

A second newcomers cen-
ter in CISD recently had to 
be added after a number of 
families from Mexico settled 
in The Woodlands. Many 
of the children are attend-
ing McCullough Junior 
High School.  Chaves said 
CISD’s goal is to provide a 

curriculum for these students 
that narrows the gaps between 
subgroups in the school dis-
trict and the majority of the 
students who are white.

Other private schools in 
The Woodlands echo CISD’s 
commitment to providing 
international students a good 
education.

Espirit International School 
offers students the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Primary 
Years program that is based on 

a worldview teaching system. 
Head of School Rosemary 

Brumbelow said the curric-
ulum offers an international 
perspective to students. With 
a diverse student population, 
students are able to learn 
about different cultures.

“It’s about the diversity of 
different nations,” Brumbelow 
said. “We have a 45 percent 
international community here 
at Esprit. It enriches the stu-
dents’ lives to hear so many 

A majority of students in the district are 
white while Hispanic students make up 
the largest minority group.

CONROE ISD
DEMOGRAPHICS

PACIFIC ISLANDER:  
.2% • 94 students

AMERICAN INDIAN:  
.5% • 294 students

TWO OR MORE RACES: 
2.7% • 1,519 students

ASIAN:  
3.6% • 2,026 students 

AFRICAN AMERICAN:  
6.3% • 2,026 students 

HISPANIC:  
35% • 19,637 students 

WHITE:  
51.7% •29,028 students

ETHNIC 
DISTRIBUTION

AMONG  
56,164  

STUDENTS
(2015)

TOTAL 
MINORITY STAFF:  

25.1%

STUDENTS 
ENROLLED IN 

BILINGUAL/ESL* 
EDUCATION:

12.6% 
 7,077

CISD’S 
INTERNATIONAL 

OFFERINGS
CISD offers a number of international 
based classes and clubs for students to 
participate in, including the following:

• Spanish
• French 
• German

• Chinese
• Japanese

• Chinese club
• French club
• German club
• International 

• Thespians
• Japanese Club
• Model UN

INTERNATIONAL CLUBS:

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES:

different languages.”
Brumbelow said she believes 

the international community 
in The Woodlands area is grow-
ing, and the elements taught at 
Esprit give children the ability 
to go back to a country they are 
from and succeed.

Cunae International School 
in The Woodlands teaches a 
similar curriculum to Esprit 
International School. Execu-
tive Director Anji Price said it 
is important new residents in 
the community feel accepted in 
their new home.

“It’s important right now in 
The Woodlands for interna-
tional people to be accepted 
while getting used to the local 
culture,” Price said. “At the 
end of the day, there are a lot 
of good schools in The Wood-
lands—you just have to find 
the one that is best for your 
child. You can make friends 
with people from all over the 
world.”

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

*English as a second language

www.honeycombridge.com
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Montgomery and Harris coun-
ties has been beneficial, and 
communication is key when it 
comes to informing Creekside 
Park residents on which offi-
cials to turn to for help. 

“We’ve worked hard with the 
township and with the other 
entities that are in The Wood-
lands proper to try to take away 
the stepchild persona that peo-
ple want to put on Creekside 
Park,” Becker said. 

Undeveloped land
The Village of Creekside 

Park is the last area of land 
within The Woodlands’ 
boundaries with undeveloped 
acreage. 

According to Roger Galatas, 
former president and CEO 
of The Woodlands Operating 
Company, a large portion of 
Harris County which is now 
Creekside Park was included 
in founder George Mitchell’s 
original plan for The Wood-
lands. The George Strake 
Foundation donated another 
portion of the village’s acreage 
in the early ‘90s. 

In total, Creekside Park is 
approximately 4,650 acres, 
and there are 564 acres left 
for development, said Tim 
Welbes, co-president of The 
Woodlands Development 
Company. With room for 
approximately 6,135 homes, 
nearly 3,600 families have 
moved to Creekside Park 
since the first home was built 
in 2007, according to the vil-
lage association. 

According to Welbes, 274 of 
the remaining 564 acres will be 

dedicated to the construction 
of more homes. Parks, path-
ways and drainage will account 
for 190 additional acres, and 
100 acres will be reserved for 
commercial, investment, retail 
and business properties.  

Creekside Park Village 
Green, which is laid out like 
a miniature version of Mar-
ket Street, is a developing 
shopping center featuring 
a grassy central park area, 
restaurants and retail options 
for residents.  According to 
the development company, 

11,585 square feet of retail 
space is available for lease in 
Creekside Park Village Green. 

Jurisdictional challenges
According to The Wood-

lands Township, Creekside 
Park residents can vote in The 
Woodlands Township elec-
tions and Harris County elec-
tions; however, they cannot 
vote on Montgomery County 
ballot items. 

One issue Creekside Park 
residents are facing is the con-
struction of a Wal-Mart in the 

Creekside
Continued from | 1

unincorporated area of Harris 
County at Augusta Pines Drive 
and Kuykendahl Road, which is 
adjacent to The Woodlands.

“It doesn’t belong there,” 
Creekside Park resident Cindy 
Vratil said. “We already have 
three Krogers, two H-E-Bs and 
one Wal-Mart within 5 miles. 
That particular area is for the 
mom and pop-type stores, and 
Wal-Mart tends to put those 
out of business.”

The Woodlands residents 
were so frustrated by the new 
Wal-Mart store that a Face-
book page called “Coalition 
for Responsible Development” 
emerged, through which res-
idents came together and 

voiced their concerns. As a 
result, Wal-Mart has agreed to 
make the new store’s appear-
ance less like a cookie-cutter 
store and more like Wal-Mart 
stores existing in The Wood-
lands. 

“They have gone back to the 
drawing board,” Becker said. 
“They came up with a new pro-
totype of the store...it does not 
look like your typical Wal-Mart.” 

The new Wal-Mart will 
be part of a shopping center 
called Augusta Woods Vil-
lage. An H-E-B grocery store 
is less than a mile away in the 
Creekside Park Village Green 
shopping center. 

Another concern among 
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TRAVEL TIME  
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TRAVEL TIME  
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COLLEGE PARK HIGH SCHOOL

THE WOODLANDS HIGH SCHOOL

TOMBALL HIGH SCHOOL

KLEIN OAK HIGH SCHOOL

 C
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EKSIDE PARK
SCHOOL DISTRICT MAP

Students who live in Creekside Park are zoned 
to attend Tomball ISD schools. From Rob Flem-
ing Park, Tomball High School is farther away 
than other high schools in neighboring districts.

TRAVEL TIME  
4.5 MILES/ 9 MINUTES

ROB FLEMING PARK

CREEKSIDE PARK

Sources:Tomball ISD, The Woodlands Township, Creekside Park Village Association/Community Impact Newspaper
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residents regarding the con-
struction of a new Wal-Mart 
store is its location across the 
street from Timber Creek Ele-
mentary. However, since the 
building will be in unincor-
porated Harris County and 
outside the boundaries of The 
Woodlands, residents cannot 
prevent the Wal-Mart store 
from being built. 

“From what I’m seeing, 
Wal-Mart is really trying to be 
the best neighbor that a Wal-
Mart can be in a community,” 
Becker said. “To that fact, I 
do want to commend all of 
our contacts within the town-
ship to go to bat for us for an 
issue that’s not even within 

the boundaries, per se, of The 
Woodlands.”

Zoned to Tomball ISD 
Unlike the rest of The Wood-

lands Township, Creekside 
Park is zoned to Tomball ISD 
instead of Conroe ISD. 

There are three elementary 
schools in The Woodlands 
section of TISD, including 
Creekside Forest and Timber 
Creek elementary schools, 
which are kindergarten 
through sixth-grade cam-
puses, and Creekview Elemen-
tary, which is a kindergarten 
through fifth-grade campus. 

“We are bound by school 
district lines, not county lines, 

city limits, or [community] 
boundaries,” TISD Director of 
Communication Staci Stan-
field said.

Students in Creekside Park 
are zoned to attend Tom-
ball Junior High School and 
Tomball High School. How-
ever, by the fall of this year, 
Creekside Park Junior High 
School is slated to be open 
in The Woodlands portion of 
TISD, according to Stanfield. 
As it stands, there are no plans 
to build a high school in the 
area.  

From Rob Fleming Park 
near the entrance of Creekside 
Park, students will travel  
8.8 miles, or about 20 minutes 

to get to Tomball High School. 
The Woodlands High School 
is about 6.3 miles away, and 
College Park High School 
is about 7 miles away. Both 
CISD schools are approxi-
mately a 15-minute drive from 
Creekside Park. Additionally, 
Klein Oak High School in 
Klein ISD, is 4.5 miles away–
about a 10-minute drive. 

Despite these obstacles, 
Becker and Vratil both agree 
Creekside Park offers residents 
a lot of amenities. 

“I really love my neighbor-
hood,” Vratil said. “There’s 
always something fun going 
on.”

With access to Rob Fleming 

Park, Creekside YMCA, the 
George Mitchell Nature Pre-
serve, Burroughs Park and 
Creekside Park Village Green, 
residents are never more than 
a few miles away from recre-
ation and necessities. 

“I have no regrets moving 
to Creekside Park,” Becker 
said. “We loved our house in 
Cochran’s Crossing, but I’m 
going to retire here. This is 
where I want to finish out my 
years because it’s just a won-
derful place to be, and it just 
has so many amenities.”

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com
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Montgomery County/ The Woodlands

Harris County

Creekside Park area

Harris County/ The Woodlands

CREEKSIDE PARK VILLAGE BOUNDARIES

CREEKSIDE FOREST ELEMENTARY

TIMBER CREEK ELEMENTARY

CREEKSIDE PARK VILLAGE GREEN

CREEKVIEW ELEMENTARY

The Village of Creekside Park lies within The Woodlands Township and Harris County. The growing community 
hosts a variety of restaurants, retail stores and office space.

Crust Pizza Co. 
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A120, The Woodlands
281-516-7707
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Joint Chiropractic
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 28046, The Woodlands
281-816-4593
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

H-E-B 
26500 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands
281-205-6500
Hours: 6 a.m.-midnight daily

Shogun
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. C120, The Woodlands 
832-639-8524
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-
11 p.m., Sun. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Fielding’s Local Kitchen and Bar
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Building B, The Woodlands
281-351-2225
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.-11 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

CREEKSIDE PARK  
VILLAGE GREEN
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713-702-6334
BETH@FERESTER.COM
WWW.FERESTER.COM

This timeless masterpiece is delightfully different & more like 
the homes you fi nd in River Oaks. Elegant yet comfortably family 
oriented, the home sits on over 1 ac in Chancery Place.  The home 
features Palladian windows overlooking the gorgeous grounds, 
honed limestone & wood fl oors, fabulous kit. family/gathering 
areas, elevator, generator, gated entry. Five bedrooms, six full baths 

and one half  bath, and a fi nished four car attached garage.
www.47regentoak.com • $2,250,000 

From the fabulous curb appeal to the lush backyard with pool and spa, 
this Meadowlark custom home is what you are looking for. Double 
entry doors are replicas of  ones from Europe and add to the character 
of  the home. The study has high ceilings with wood fl oors that are also 
found in the large dining room and master bedroom. Master & guest 
suite down. Outstanding trim details and built ins, a huge breakfast bar, 
and a large Texas Basement . In the neighborhood of  Old Sterling. Five 

bedrooms, four full baths and one half  bath, and a three car garage.
www.35woldsterling.com • $839,000

Fabulously redone and additions made on this wonderful ¾ acre 
lot overlooking the Golf  Course in Panther Creek. Within three 
minutes to the Town Center. Nothing else like it. The home is 
3875 sq ft per owner. With 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths and 1 half  bath. 
Three car garage. Pool with spa. Master down and game room up. 

 www.26skyfl ower.com  • $985,000

One of  a kind quality built home with extensive updates and upgrades 
over the years including HVAC, water heaters, LED lighting, 
appliances, 60KW generator and more. This magnifi cent property 
sits on a heavily treed one acre corner lot overlooking the Palmer Golf  
Course. Five bedrooms, large study, pool & spa. A circular drive enters 
from both Palmer Woods and Ivy Pond cul-de-sac. With over 6,300 
square feet of  interior spaces this home is a delight to see and enjoy.

 www.38palmerwoods.com  • $1,795,000

47 N REGENT OAK 35 W OLD STERLING CIRCLE

26 SKYFLOWER DRIVE 38 PALMER WOODS DRIVE

It’s a great time to buy a home - what better way to invest than in something you 
actually enjoy? Here are some of our featured o� erings this month...

www.treslagostx.comwww.lagowoods.com

Gated, beautiful trees and lake, 
custom builders, amenities, within 5 
minutes of the Grand Parkway and 

5 minutes from The Woodlands.

Gated, three large 
lakes, custom builders, 

amenities, within 3 minutes 
of the Grand Parkway
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87 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD
Nearby development, amenities 

91 COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
Local properties available for lease

86 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD
College Park, 77384

84  REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New homes available

83 ASK A REALTOR
Q&A with real estate experts
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89 COMMERCIAL DATA
Office space, first quarter 2016

Real Estate Report
Local real estate news, trends, listings and data

The monthly real estate section features 
news on local trends along with data and 
listings for residential, multifamily and 
commercial properties. 

2 RIATA DRIVE

• Gated Horse Community

•  French Country on 

6.3 acres

• 5 4 2 oversized

$825,000

 Gated Horse Community

2 oversized

27 HALFMOON

• Jeff Paul Custom 
• Grogans Point Estate Lot 
•  Fully updated Kitchen 

& Master Bath 
• 4 4.5 3

$899,000

 Grogans Point Estate Lot 
•  Fully updated Kitchen 

& Master Bath 
• 4 4.5 3

Direct: 713-256-4998 Offi ce: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

Looking for your dream home 
in a dream location?

For more information, 
   including photos, 
     floor-plans, and 
       private showings, log on to:

www.MicheleFlory.com

 Grogans Point Estate Lot 
  Fully updated Kitchen 

For more information, For more information, For more information, For more information, 

107 CRIMSON RIDGE

• Indian Springs

• Hallmark Rueby Custom

• 4 3.5 3

$665,000

107 CRIMSON RIDGE

 Hallmark Rueby Custom

27614 WISHING OAK

•  One Acre In Benders Landing Estates 
•  Fabulous Pool with Outdoor Kitchen 
• 4 4.5 3

$796,000

For more information, For more information, 

       private showings, log on to:       private showings, log on to:       private showings, log on to:       private showings, log on to:

For more information, For more information, For more information, For more information, 
• 4 4.5 3

 VIRTUAL

WALK-THRU VIDEOS

27614 WISHING OAK

AL
K THRU VVVVIDEOS

55 SEASONS TRACE

• Sterling Ridge 

• George Weaver Custom 

•  Spectacular Pool 

with Outdoor Living 

and Fireplace 

• 5 5.5 3

$898,000

OUT
OUR

CHECK

FLORY-CIMPACT-2016-HALF.v4.indd   1 04/04/2016   15:42
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BoulevardGreen.com
A development by Pelican Builders   •   pelicanbuilders.com     

For more info, please contact 
Barbara Fredricksen or Becky Shannonhouse

barbara@pelicanbuilders.com  |  281 528.5638
becky_shannonhouse@pelicanbuilders.com  |  281 433.8361

Pelican Builders would like to 
shower you with incentives
please stop by to discover what they are

F R O M  T H E  $ 4 9 0 s
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What are some tips for a homeowner 
who wants to update his or her home 
before putting it on the market?

You want to think of having your home 
put on its basic, little black dress without 
any jewelry. If it’s simple, tailored, clean 
and straightforward, it will be appealing 
to many, yet still dressed and ready for its 
spotlight. Overall, decluttering is really 
important. For minimal cost, a good 
cleaning, fresh paint—if necessary—
steam cleaning carpets and upholstery or 
even tile to get grout lines clean can be a 
good investment. 

How should rooms be painted and col-
or-coordinated to draw more attention 
to a room?

I find many people get stuck with where 
to transition their paint colors. I am a 
big fan of neutrals [and] using color in 

strategic ways with window treatments, 
pillows, and accessories. Sometimes, just 
a touch is all you need. However, if you’re 
a color lover, painting smaller enclosed 
spaces can be a big enough dose without 
feeling like you have to paint everything. 

When designing a room what is the most 
important factor an interior designer 
and a homeowner should consider?

The overall look is the most important 
factor. So many people get hung up on 
the details or on specific pieces or aspects 
of the space. Start with an overall idea of 
how you want the space to look and feel, 
then begin selecting items and finishes 
that can help achieve what you want. Try 
to focus on a style that emulates what you 
want as your end result, then you can get 
more detailed as you go along, finding 
items for the space. 

Ask an interior designer

Carla Aston
Aston Design Studio

REAL ESTATE

Local interior designers answer questions about trends and 
offer tips to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or 
selling a home in or around The Woodlands.

By Abigail Loop

A LOOK I NSI DE: I NTE RIOR 
DE SIGN TI PS

1. Color: Painting ceilings a 
darker color than walls helps make 
spaces cozier, which is a good 
effect for rooms with tall ceilings. 
An all-white kitchen is also a good 
place to add splashes of color 
by adding bright backsplash or 
switching out cabinet hardware for 
colorful knobs and pulls.

2. Lighting: Layering lighting in 
a kitchen, such as pendants and 
ceiling fixtures, reduces shadows 

when placed on the sides of 
ceilings. Under-cabinet lights 
should also be installed for task 
lighting. 

3. Easy access: Add items to 
a home that are accessible for 
young and old alike, such as 
adding a bathtub with a wide, 
flat outer lip, a curbless shower, 
a no-step entry flanked by low 
landscaping walls or pulldown 
shelves.
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Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor 
plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and 
community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and 
all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation 
and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior 
registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents 
may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency. 
Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit 
www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © April 2016, 
Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Bonterra at Woodforest was created with you in mind. 
From exciting social outings to inspiring amenities and activities, 

Bonterra celebrates those who appreciate the art of living well.

Please contact our  
Internet Home Consultants  

at 281.780.4652 or  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

BonterraLife.com | New Homes mid $200s –$400s

I AM > 55
I am  

passionate.

BONWF-078 April CommImpact Ad 4.5085x5.5416_MECH.indd   1 3/24/16   12:09 PM
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Creekside Forest Dr.

 9   Malaga Forest
832-794-9792
www.malaga-homes.com

Builder: Malaga Homes
Square footage: 2,300-3,300
Price: $459,000-$557,000
Amenities: parks, shopping center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate, Knox 
Junior High, College Park High School)

10   Lily
832-823-4044
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,400-3,800
Price range: Starting price of $590,000
Amenities: parks, shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Collins Intermediate, 
McCullough Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

11   Wooded Overlook
281-516-0899

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home values: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, swimming pools, 
George Mitchell Nature Preserve, 
shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High, 
Tomball High School)

12   Harper Woods
713-880-4663
www.harperwoods.com

Builder: Sullivan Brothers Building
Square footage: 1,676-2,750
Price range: $340,000-$490,000
Amenities: shopping center, hospital
Schools: Spring ISD (Northgate 
Crossing Elementary School, Hildebrandt 
Intermediate School, Twin Creeks Middle 
School, Spring High School)

13   Canopy Green in Creekside 
Park
832-869-4020
www.sheahomes.community/
canopygreen

Builder: Shea Homes
Square footage: 2,734-3,677 
Price range: $519,000+
Amenities: nature trails, parks, 
shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

14   Braided Branch
832-559-8986
www.darlinghomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,940-3,770
Price range: $515,990-$617,990
Amenities: hiking and biking trails, 

Map not to scale
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Builders: Frankel Building Group, 
Highland Homes
Square Footage: 2,722-5,500
Home values: $895,000+
Amenities: shopping centers, parks, 
walking trails, lakes
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball Junior High School, 
Tomball High School)

7   Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry 
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School) 

8   Northgrove at Spring Creek 
855-289-8565
www.northgrovetx.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, Toll 
Brothers, Trendmaker Homes
Square footage: TBD
Home values: $370,000-$850,000
Amenities: NorthGrove Lodge amenity 
center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD

1    Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170 
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar 
Homes, Partners in Building, Ryland 
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming 
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

2    Harmony
936-447-2805 
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Perry Homes, Highland 
Homes, Darling Homes, Westin Homes, 
Village Builders, Ashton Woods, 
CastleRock Communities, Taylor Morrison
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, 
parks and playgrounds, The Thicket 
Recreation Center, Barefoot Park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School and Oak 
Ridge North High School)

3  The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217

Builder: Frankel Building Group
Square footage: 4,000-6,000
Home values: $1 million-$2.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School, McCullough Junior High School, 
The Woodlands High School)

4   Lakeside Cove
Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary 
School, Knox Junior High School, 
Wilkerson Intermediate School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

5    Preserve at Northampton
281-251-4666

Builder: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool, 
playgrounds, walking trails
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel 
Intermediate School, Klein Oak High 
School)

 6   The Lakes of Shadow Creek
281-306-3476
www.frankelbuildinggroup.com

REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods 
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase. 
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17   Del Webb-The Woodlands
866-210-6878
www.delwebb.com

Builder: Del Webb
Square footage: 1,710-2,607
Price range: $273,990-$353,990
Amenities: clubhouse, walking trails, 
tennis courts
Schools: Conroe ISD (Buckalew 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School, The Woodlands High School)

18   Retreat at Augusta Pines
281-755-6034
www.calatlantichomes.com

Builders: CalAtlantic Homes, Drees 
Homes
Square footage: 2,605-5,216
Price range: $389,990-$887,900
Amenities: lake, golf course, clubhouse
Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary 
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School, 
Klein Oak High School)

aquatic center, parks
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Timber Creek 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High, 
Tomball High School)

15   Jaden Oaks
281-651-1888

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,160-4,390
Price range: $580,000+
Amenities: aquatic center, parks, 
basketball and tennis courts
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary, Timber Creek Elementary, 
Tomball Junior High, Tomball High 
School)

16   Wright’s Landing
832-482-8801
www.gracepointhomes.com/spring-
texas-wrights-landing

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Price range: $240,000- $314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash 
pad, open play area, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

Compiled by Abigail Loop 

Lago Woods
Lago Woods is located on West Rayford 
Road in Spring and near the Augusta Pines 
Golf Course. The neighborhood features a 
clubhouse and swimming pool along with 
an equestrian center and tennis courts. It is 
located within 15 minutes of Market Street 
in The Woodlands and 5 miles from I-45. It 
is also 2 miles north of the Grand Parkway 
and features premium office space.

Home designs include kitchens with built-
in butcher block tables and large counter 
spaces, master bathrooms and wood 
floors, and master verandas with a 
fireplace.

Starting price range: $1 million
Square footage: 5,000+
Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary 
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School, 
Klein Oak High School)
Anticipated completion: TBD

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

Lago Woods
www.lagowoods.com
713-522-5246

K
uykend

ahl R
d.

W. R
ay

fo
rd

 R
d.

Augusta Pines 
Pkwy. W.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 G

ro
g

an
’s

 C
re

st

Don’t Miss Our National Sales Event - Ends 4/24! 
Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899
Coronet Ridge - New Model Home Now Open!
From the low $700s
Wooded Overlook
Final Opportunity Remains!
From the upper $600s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the mid-$800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Grand Parkway. Conroe ISD
Sycamore Heights - Model Home Now Open!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Magnolia Ridge
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
2 Model Homes Now Open! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022
Executive Collection
From the upper $400s
Estate Collection
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.

Unparalleled Luxury.   
Unbelievable Locations.

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!
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Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
On the market  (March 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 3/32 - - 1/136 1/1 7/60  2/25

$150,000–$199,999 8/43 8/52 - 2/151 12/63 45/30 12/71

$200,000–$299,999 17/69 32/53 27/48 33/97 45/58 104/86 59/56

$300,000–$399,999 8/124 42/63 46/63 51/71  48/125 83/76 97/80

$400,000–$499,999 3/54 31/52 32/56 26/95 12/153 53/128  54/71

$500,000–$599,999 1/195 26/70 35/58 13/160 14/214 35/134 45/72

$600,000–$799,999 11/102 15/77 20/64 11/142 3/153  15/156 18/123

$800,000–$999,999 7/181 6/77 15/116  7/87 - 9/66 13/169

$1 million + 37/172 22/130 62/132 4/68  1/48 7/99 74/212

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold   March  2015 vs.  March  2016

+19%
-8.9%

+11% -1.8%

-7.2%

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

-12%
-1.5%

REAL ESTATE

College Park Village opened in the 
late 1990s and consists of two major 
neighborhoods: Harper’s Landing and 
Windsor Hills. The village is home to 
over 2,500 citizens and 900 residences 
and is in proximity to Lone Star College-
Montgomery. The area is near I-45, The 
Woodlands Mall and College Park High 
School.

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

College Park, 77384

117 Prairie Dawn Circle  $309,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,220 sq. ft.
Agent: Carol Knott  713-253-7812 
RE/MAX Integrity

119 Wimberly Way   $280,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,842 sq. ft.
Agent: Patricia Grijalva  281-415-5294 
Keller Williams Realty Conroe/Lake Conroe

2 S. Creekmist Place  $249,900

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,346 sq. ft.
Agent: Christine Hale  281-772-6337 
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

15 Terrell Trail Court  $244,900

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,370 sq. ft.
Agent: Elizabeth Espena            281-704-9074   
REALM Real Estate Professionals

Recent listings

Square footage: 1,429-3,447

Home values: $175,030-$369,030

Amenities: Lone Star College-Montgomery, 
sport park, walking trails

Schools: Conroe ISD (Powell Elementary 
School, Collins Intermediate School, Irons 
Junior High School, College Park High School)

Property taxes (in dollars):
The Woodlands Township  0.2500 
Montgomery County  0.4767 
Montgomery County Hospital  0.0725 
Lone Star College  0.1081 
Montgomery County MUD 46  0.2250 
Conroe ISD  1.2800 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.4123

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

*As of 4/1/16

27

Homes on 
the market*

$6,300

Median annual 
property taxes

$329,990

Median 
home value

88

Average days on 
the market*

11

Homes under 
contract*

$126.74

Median price 
per square foot

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

THE WOODLANDS
90 North Curly Willow | $967,336 

JACOBS RESERVE
110 Summer Holly | $599,000

THE WOODLANDS
10805 W. Timberwagon Cir. | $399,000

®

NEW
 

LISTING!
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*As of 3/31/16

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

College Park Shopping 
Center

Pine Creek Ranch

College Park Shopping Center features some 
of the following businesses located on College 
Park Drive in The Woodlands:

• Burger King
• Compro Wireless
• Domino’s Pizza
• Integra Medical Clinic
• MW Cleaners
• Payless Shoes
• Starbucks
• Subway

Number of units: 240
Square footage: 580-1,386
Unit features*: 
• 9-foot ceilings with crown molding
• Built-in computer desks
• Full-size washer and dryer in most homes
• Oval garden tubs
• Oversized closets

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range: 
580 sq. ft.: $925-$1,300
639 sq. ft.: $895-$1,320
671 sq. ft.: $935-$1,380
729 sq. ft.: $1,005-$1,380
756 sq. ft.: $980-$1,425
796 sq. ft.: $1,000-$1,375
Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 
1,040 sq.ft.: $1,170-$1,665
1,136 sq.ft.: $1,245-$1,740
1,215 sq.ft.: $1,265-$1,760
1,130 sq.ft.: Price unavailable
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,386 sq. ft.: $1,705-$2,210

*All features vary by unit

3600 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
888-422-2289
www.pinecreekranchapts.com

Harper’s Landing Park is located on  
2 N. Blair Bridge Drive on the east side of 
I-45 N. in The Woodlands. The park features 
basketball and tennis courts as well as  
a soccer field and ball fields. Residents have 
access to a dog park at Harper’s Landing, 
along with play equipment for children.

Lone Star College-Montgomery is a 
community college campus located in the 
Village of College Park. Students who attend 
the college can earn an associate degree, 
certifications for work in high-demand 
industries and credits that can be transferred 
to most four-year universities. The college 
also provides 180 programs of study.

College Park Dr. 

45

242
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®  
office nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Our agents are uniquely certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or your loved ones

We have a vision of your real estate needs

Let us provide you with results
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Following a sharp rise in vacancy rates during the second half of 2015 in The Woodlands, 
the total vacancy rate was about 9 percent for the first quarter of 2016. There are 
four new buildings, or approximately 526,000 square feet, of new office space under 
construction in The Woodlands area. 

This chart shows the change in office space leased per quarter in The Woodlands.

This chart shows the percentage of vacant office space in The Woodlands over a five-
year period. 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE  OFFICE SPACE
The Woodlands Office Space  |  Quarter 1 2016

Vacancy rate

Square feet leased

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor

Houston, TX 77064
Houston | The Woodlands | College Station

526,673

4

17,504,257
Square feet of total office space

$29.77/SF
Average net rental rate

Square feet

Buildings

1,599,581
Square feet of unoccupied space

192
Number of buildings 

in inventory

90.9%
Occupancy rate

129,016
Square feet leased in 

Q1 2016

Under 
construction

By the numbers

Source: Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data; includes class A and B buildings of 10,000 square feet or greater/Community Impact Newspaper
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Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

This chart shows the change in average net rental rates per quarter for office space in 
The Woodlands.

Rental rate
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129,016 sf Q1

$29.77 /sf Q1

4526 Research Forest Dr. #350   |   Woodlands, TX 77381
281.664.6644   |   caldwellcos.com

WE PUT THE EASE IN LEASE.
When running a business, the last thing you need is to be bogged down by baffling 
real estate contract jargon. Count on Caldwell. Our unmatched expertise and over 
25 years experience in local tenant and landlord representation cuts through the 
confusion so you don’t have to. Call our Woodlands office today at 281.664.6644. 

OFFICE    n   INDUSTRIAL    n   LAND    n   RETAIL

070-417 Comm. Impact - April_MECH.indd   1 4/5/16   11:52 AM
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heritagetexas.com

THE WOODLANDS
154 S. ARROW CANYON CIR.  |  $475,000

THE WOODLANDS
7 E. BELLMEADE PL.  |  $275,000

THE WOODLANDS
14 EMERY MILL PL.  |  $350,000

THE WOODLANDS
218 S. MAPLE GLADE CIR.  |  $438,900

THE WOODLANDS
23 TWISTED BIRCH PLACE CT.  |  $325,000

WINDROSE WEST
20803 BENDING PINES  |  $715,000

FALLS AT IMPERIAL OAKS
3543 MANOR LAKE   |  $369,999

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

   In a move that recognizes the strong growth in the 
north Houston and south Montgomery County area, 
Heritage Texas Properties has acquired a larger office 
in The Woodlands to better serve their increasing 
number of agents and expanding client base. 
    “We have created an extraordinary opportunity 
to open a new office where agents are loved and 
appreciated, and can focus on serving clients to the 
full extent of professionalism, support and value,” said 
Cindy Hamman, Vice President Sales Performance 
and Recruiting. 
     “I am extremely excited about our success and 

growth,” said Elise Repa, Vice President of Sales 
Performance. “We continue to build a luxury brand 
that conveys quality and innovation.  The Woodlands 
is truly a dynamic community and we’re hiring agents 
to match.”
    “This move clearly signals that Heritage Texas is 
always the company to watch… and the future never 
looked better,” said Robin Mueck, Chairman, CEO and 
Broker/Owner. 

HERITAGE TEXAS PROPERTIES EXPANDS 
TO LARGER CLASS A SPACE IN THE WOODLANDS

®

2829 TECHNOLOGY FOREST BLVD.
THE WOODLANDS

VINTAGE PARK n 281.440.1221

THE WOODLANDS n 936.447.9625
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be 
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
Featured listings of active area properties

REAL ESTATE

Properties for lease

10,000-20,963 sq. ft.                        $22/sq. ft.
Agent: Joel Dalak   713-974-5226, ext. 7139
Agency: TIG Real Estate Services Inc.

Six floors, 27,520 sq. ft. each N/A 
Agent: Norman V. Munoz   713-830-2136
Agency: Colliers International

1,347, 4,500, 5,014 and 1,906  sq. ft.              N/A 
Agent: Jeff Beard   281-367-2220, ext. 102
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company

6,690 sq. ft.                 $14/sq.ft. nnn* 
Agent: Brandon Brooks   281-248-8063 
Agency: Lincoln Property Company  

1725 Hughes Landing Blvd.

19,720-27,370 sq. ft.  N/A
Agent: Norman V. Munoz   713-830-2136
Agency: Colliers International

1780 Hughes Landing Blvd.

3,000-8,000 sq. ft.                        $24/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Kevin Barr   281-892-1041
Agency: Mohr Partners Inc

12,928 and 13,703 sq. ft. $22/sq. ft. nnn* 
Agent: Joel Dalak  713-974-5226, ext. 7139
Agency: TIG Real Estate Services Inc.

1201 Lake Woodlands Drive

18,157 sq. ft.                $27/sq.ft. nnn*
Agent: Sean Quinn   832-813-7373
Agency: Black Forest Ventures LLC

9400 Grogan’s Mill Road9391 Grogan’s Mill Road

3

5 86

21

4

7

*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings
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1401 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands, T X 77380 
281-723-0215 

OJ Bobek  
o j@bobekreal t ygroup.com 

www.BobekReal t yGroup.com

• Tenant Representation
• Office & Retail
• Investment Properties
• Land & Development
• Medical
• Industrial

1001 Medical Plaza Drive The Woodlands, TX 77380 

2 Spaces Available 
SUITE #130 | Rental Rate: $18+NNN  
Now Available.

SUITE #190 | Rental Rate: $18+ NNN 
Date Available: Apr 2016  

MEDICAL SPACE AVAILABLE

Renovated in 2014 • Located in the heart of The Woodlands Medical center.  
Call for more information.
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281-367-4814 • elderautomotive.com

27431 Hanna Rd., Oak Ridge North 77385

Complete Automotive 
Repair Facility

(Foreign - Domestic - Classics)

Serving Woodlands, Conroe, 
Spring Areas for Over 20 Years

Hours of operation: 
Mon- Fri  8am - 6pm and 

Sat 9am -3pm

$29.95
Most vehicles. With coupon only. Expires 5/11/16

Evacuation & recharge A/C system. Plus 
refrigerant. Most vehicles.

Lube, Oil and Filter.
5 qts conventional oil with standard fi lter.

$10 OFF  

$69.95

State 
Inspections

With coupon only. OBD II Inspections, Reg. $25.50. 
Excludes diesels, motorcycles, trailers. 

Expires 5/11/16

With coupon only. Expires 5/11/16

Massage OR Facial
 INTRODUCTORY 

 1 - H O U R

Experience how a custom treatment at  
Massage Heights can build an overall feeling  

of well-being that gets even better each time  
and truly elevates your everyday.

massageheights.com

Your Journey
TO WELLNESS BEGINS HERE

B E C O M E  A  
M A S S A G E  H E I G H T S 

M E M B E R

BOOK TODAY!

832.900.7788

The Woodlands
4775 W Panther Creek Dr.
The Woodlands, TX  77381

WALK INS WELCOME!

832.900.7222

Spring Creek Rayford
3550 Rayford Road Ste 180
Spring, TX  77386

$4999* $5999*

*Introductory rate valid for first-time Guests only. Actual 
massage or facial time is 50 minutes hands on. Additional local 
taxes and fees may apply. Rates and services may vary by 
location. Each Massage Heights Retreat is independently owned 
and operated. ©2016 Massage Heights. ME#2564  ME#3339

1-844-Get-Cool 
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com

SAVE MONEY!
HVAC Repairs Healthy Air Air ConditioningHeating

Call today for a free home visit!

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 
rebates, worry-free warranties.

GREAT FINANCING

License # TACLB49330E
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In plant
facility! 

www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

20% OFF
RUG CLEANING
Customer drop-off
in-store
Cash and check only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers.

A PROSTEEM Company

FREE ESTIMATES!
281.255.0024

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR • PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM-FIT RUG PAD  
MOTH GUARD • PET ODOR REMOVAL • APPRAISAL 

www. GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

A PROSTEEM Company

WANT TO CHANGE THE 
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

FREE ESTIMATES!
281.547.0220

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING 
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL 

Present this card for 

20% OFF
TILE CLEANING 
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with 
your purchase of $199 or more.

BEFORE

In plant
facility! 

www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

20% OFF
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Customer drop-off
in-store
Cash and check only. Cannot be 
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20% OFF
TILE CLEANING 
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with 
your purchase of $199 or more.
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20% OFF
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WANT TO CHANGE THE 
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

FREE ESTIMATES!
281.547.0220

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING 
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL 

Present this card for 

20% OFF
TILE CLEANING 
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with 
your purchase of $199 or more.

BEFORE

www.GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

www.GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

Rug cleaning & repair

Protective coating

Custom-Fit rug pad

Moth guard

Pet odor removal

Appraisal

Tile Cleaning

Marble Polishing

Natural Stone Cleaning

Travertine

Granite

Grout Cleaning

Grout Color Seal
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EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

$50 Off
INITIAL VISIT

• EAT NORMAL FOODS
• USE PATENTED FAT-BURNERS
 AND BLOCKERS
• FDA-APPROVED APPETITE
 SUPPRESSANT
• ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM THAT 
TRULY WORKS AND IS AFFORDABLE.

BEFORE AFTER

CHRIS LOST 88.8 POUNDS AND 
67.5 INCHES IN 36 WEEKS!

KICK METABOLISM
INTO HIGH GEAR

GIVE US A CALL! 281.419.7222
WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND MAY BE COVERED BY YOUR INSURANCE.

A European Cafe

Organic
House-made Lemonade
with this coupon. expires 5/31/16.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Beer & Wine

Fresh Pastries

Tortilla Pizzas, Crepes & Soups

Unique Hot & Cold Teas

Drip at the Table

Not only is our coffee great, we also offer:

COFFEESHOP COMPANY
26817 1-45 NORTH, THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380

located next to Ditco Tile
just south of woodlands Pkwy. on the feeder

281-616-3944

WWW.COFFEESHOPTHEWOODLANDS.COM
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The most unique birthday 
party in the Woodlands!party in the Woodlands!

Field trips and birthday parties

4747 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(281) 362-9111
Research Forest Dr.

Gos
ling Rd.

Shado
w

bend Pl.

10% OFF
birthday parties

booked before 5.11.2016

Super Yummy was created by William Wang. He has 20 years of cooking 
experience in his own bowl of skills. He knows the Asian cuisine very well. 

Currently there are two Super Yummy locations, one in Tomball and the 
other in The Woodlands. Sushi is a big hit at both of our locations with 40 
different kinds of rolls. We use the healthiest ingredients in every bowl we 
make. We serve many different kinds of protein, vegetables and starches. 

12 different sauces are featured to enhance the taste of your bowls. Lunch 
and dinner served with many specials throughout the week. We cater 

to our health conscious guests. Customize your bowl to be Gluten Free, 
Vegetarian or Low Carb. Make your bowl to be allergy friendly!

facebook.com/superyummyatspring
Text: SuperYummy To: 95577 Get: Special Offers!

www.superyummystirfry.com                  Sawdust Rd
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Only #1 - #5 appetizers valid. Dine in only. One coupon 
per table. Cannot be combined with any other offers. 

Expires 5/11/16

588 Sawdust Rd
Spring, TX 77380
281-419-7777

Hours:
Sun - Thu 11am - 9:30pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 10:30pm

Purchase of $30 or MorePurchase of $30 or MorePurchase of $30 or MorePurchase of $30 or MorePurchase of $30 or More
$5 OFF$5 off 

Everyday Specials
All Chef’s Special Roll $2 Off

Everyday from 2:30pm - 6pm

$1.55 
appetizers!

Adult bowl only. Dine in only. One coupon per table. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Expires 5/11/16

Buy one bowl and drink 

for $10

Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Expires 5/11/16

3335 College Park Dr. in The Woodlands 

Monday through Sunday 11 am - 10 pm

Happy Hour 7 days a week all day

www.AtsumiUSA.com     |     (936) 242-0044

Best Asian Fusion in Town! Atsumi offers a unique dining experience 
unlike anything else - come see for yourself!

College Park Dr.

U.S. HW
Y. 45

DRAFT BEER   -   CHINESE FOOD   -   SUSHI

BUY ONE GET ONE 

FREE
LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE

With purchase of 2 drinks. One coupon per table and cannot be combined with 
other off ers. Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 5/11/16

$10 OFF
$50 OR MORE

One coupon per table and cannot be combined with other off ers. 
Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 5/11/16
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30420 FM 2978 Magnolia, Suite 300, 
Magnolia, TX 77354

www.sapporohouston.com
281-789-4445

Sushi  •  Steak  •  Seafood  •  Traditional Japanese Dishes  • Full Bar

FM
 29

78

Woodlands Pkwy.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 
11 AM - 10 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 
11 AM - 11 PM

BUY ONE LUNCH ENTREE,

GET 2ND FREE
*Entree of equal or lesser value with purchase of 2 drinks until 

3 pm ONLY. One coupon per table and cannot be combined 
with other offers. Must present coupon. Expires 5/11/16

 WITH PURCHASE OF 2 
ROLLS AND 2 DRINKS

FREE SUSHI ROLL

*of equal or lesser value. One coupon per table and cannot be 
combined with other offers. Can not be used on happy hour 

menu. Must present coupon. Expires 5/11/16

C H I C AG O  S T Y L E  P I Z Z A  •  I TA L I A N  B E E F  S A N D W I C H E S  •  H O T  D O G S

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381
281-651-5194
www.windycitygrillandpizza.com   Research Forest Dr.   

   H
oll

y H
ill 
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.

45

20% OFF
Pick up or dine in only. Expires 5/11/16.
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With every purchase from Primo Outdoor Living, a portion of the 
proceeds will go to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital

25195 Melda Road, The Woodlands 77380
832-588-7733
www.primooutdoorliving.com

primo@primooutdoorliving.com

25195 Melda Road, The Woodlands 77380
832-588-7733
www.primooutdoorliving.com

primo@primooutdoorliving.com

Receive a FREE outdoor ceiling fan 
with electrical hook up with a pergola purchase. 

Restrictions and limitations apply.

Arbors, Pergolas, and Gazebos • Outdoor Kitchens • Outdoor Fireplaces and 
Fire Pits • Paver & Travertine Patios, Walkways, & Pool Decks • Pool Remodels

 

202 Sawdust Road #115 
Spring, TX 77380 

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd. 

281 298 5570 

 

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm;  Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm 

 

–

N A M A S T E  
Indian Restaurant  

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm

($10.99)

10% OFF 
Entire Order

Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must 
be presented at time of purchase. not valid with any 

other o� er.

LUNCH BUFFETT - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING

N A M A S T E
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd.

281 298 5570

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

NOW 

SERVING 

BEER AND 

WINE!



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com98

The Woodlands, TX
832-698-1641

$75

SAVE $75
WHEN YOU CALL

BEFORE 04/15/16

10490 Huffmeister Rd.
Houston, TX 77065

281.807.4247

9635 N. Houston 
Rosslyn Rd.

Houston, TX 77088
713.896.4247

15202 Mason Rd. 
#300

Cypress, TX 77433
832.653.5826

469 FM 1488
Conroe, TX 77384

936.273.4471

CALL TODAY FOR 
COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION!

MODERNSALON
DAYSPA.COM

Coming Soon To 
Summerwoods!

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

The Woodlands
10868 Kuykendahl Road, Suite B • The Woodlands, TX 77381 • (281) 419-8026

We Deliver  |  NothingBundtCakes.com 
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THE WOODLANDS 27820 145 North, Conroe, TX  281.367.0420
woodlands@hccenter.com Hrs. 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

18 stores including Austin, Bee Cave, San Antonio, McKinney and The Woodlands

Beautiful Designer Furniture and 
Accessories all at Consignment Prices!

NEW THINGS
Every Few Minutes!



$139/MO
24 MO LEASE

$169/MO
24 MO LEASE

$99/MO
24 MO LEASE

SHOP OVER 600 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$199/MO
24 MO LEASE

$129/MO
24 MO LEASE

WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR 
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

WE
KNOWPRICESELLSCARS!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

NEW 2016 CAMRY LE
OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

35 MPG HWY

NEW 2016 COROLLA L AUTO
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE

37 MPG HWY

Vehicle O�ers exclude tax, title, license, insurance & $146.77 dealer fee, with approved credit. Ends 5/2/16; Lease with 12,000 miles per year with $.15 per mile overage; early termination fees may apply. . 2016 EPA Highway Estimates, actual mileage 
may vary; O�ers mutually exclusive *Claim based on Total Retail Sales volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. (1)Claim based on Total Retail Sales volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. (2) Claim based on Total Dealer Stock 
volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. (3)O� MSRP provided by dealer (4)0% APR valid on select new Toyotas based on Tier 1+ approved credit thru Toyota; $0 down & $0 payments for 90 days available on Select Toyota models with 
approved credit; Deferred payment program from date of contract, Accrual of interest commences from date of contract & consumer responsible for payment of accrued interest (5)$139 per Month, $3,499 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & 
$146.77 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $139. Model 2532, Stock 8933, MSRP $23,960, $21,060 Net Capitalized cost; $3,336 total monthly payments; $1,000 TFS Cash; Residual $16,772; 0% APR based on $16.67 per $1,000 financed with Tier 
1+ approved credit with Tier 1+ approved credit; Camry IIHS Safety rating vehicle class Midsize Moderately Priced cars when equipped with Pre-Collision System. For more details, see www.iihs.org (6)$99 per Month, $2,999 due at signing excluding 
tax, title, license & $146.77 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $99. Model 1832, Stock 8242, MSRP $18,720, $16,070 Net Capitalized cost; $2,376 total monthly payments; $1,000 TFS Cash; Residual $13,478; 0% APR available with Tier 1+ approved 
credit based on $16.67/$1,000 financed with Tier1 approved credit; Government 5-Star safety ratings part of National Highway Tra¤c Safety Administration’s New Car Assessment Program. Visit safecar.gov for further details. (7)$169 per Month, 
$2,999 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $146.77 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $169. Model 4430, Stock 9827, MSRP $25,390, $21,930 Net Capitalized cost; $4,056 total monthly payments; $900 TFS Cash; Residual $18,281; 0% 
APR with Tier 1+ approved credit based on $16.67 per $1,000 financed; RAV4 IIHS safety rating vehicle class small SUV; For more details, see www.iihs.org(8)$$199 per Month, $5,000 due at signing excluding tax, title, license, $146.77 dealer fee & 
1st month’s payment of $199. Model 8239, Stock 7893, MSRP $29,990, $25,055 Net Capitalized Cost; $4,776 total monthly payments; Residual $21,593; 0% APR available with Tier 1+ approved credit (9)$129 per Month, $1,999 due at signing 
excluding tax, title, license & $146.77 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $129. Model 7162, Stock 7049, MSRP $22,545, $22,082 Initial Capitalized cost; $3,096 total monthly payments; Residual $18,036;  (10)Covers normal factory scheduled 
service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental US and Alaska.

31 MPG HWY

76
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NEW 2016 TACOMA ACCESS CAB
AUTO 4X2 SR 

NEW 2016 TUNDRA DOUBLE CAB
4.6L SR V8 

2 YEARS
NO COST
MAINTENANCE *

OUR GOAL IS TO
SAVE EVERY BUYER $2,000!3

OVER 2,000 NEW TOYOTAS
IN STOCK TODAY!

OR

0%
APR+

2 YEARS
NO COST
MAINTENANCE 10

WE ARE OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM

#1 FOR A REASON WE KNOW PRICE SELLS CARS!

OR

0%
APR+

60 MOS.

OR

0%
APR+

60 MOS.

5

1

2

SELECT NEW 2016 TOYOTAS

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE

PRICE MAKES US #1* | PRICE KEEPS US #1*
#1 TUNDRA DEALER IN THE WORLD1

Open Sunday 10am-8pm   713-358-4500
I-45 Just South Of The Grand Parkway
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

LOUETTA

45
8

99GRAND

PARKW
AY

59

2015

2015

OR

0%
APR+
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