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More than 4 million workers 
could be affected by new rule

Feds could change 
overtime pay laws

By Marthe Rennels and Lindsey Juarez
The U.S. Department of Labor has proposed 

a new rule that, if passed, would extend over-
time pay eligibility to nearly 5 million addi-
tional salaried workers nationwide.

The rule, which will be voted upon by 
the DOL in July, would change the salary 
threshold for those who are exempt from 
receiving mandatory overtime pay. Cur-

rently, full-time, salaried workers making 
$23,660 or more per year do not qualify for 
overtime pay. Under the proposed rule, that 
salary level would change to $50,440 or more 
per year in 2016.

The DOL estimates that 4.6 million employ-
ees currently exempt from overtime pay 
would receive overtime protection under the 
proposed rule, which the department argues 
would help those workers receive fair compen-
sation for their work.

In addition, employers would hire part-time 
workers to take over any excess hours their 
current full-time employees were working, 
said Ross Eisenbrey, Economic Policy Institute 
vice president and DOL expert.

“You can estimate safely that there will be 
hundreds of thousands of jobs created,” he said.

Time for a change
In 2014, President Barack Obama signed a 

presidential memorandum directing the DOL 
See Overtime | 16

OVERTIME
The U.S. Department of Labor 
is proposing changing its salary 
requirements for employees who 
receive overtime pay. Currently, full-
time, salaried employees earning less 
than $23,660 per year must receive 

overtime pay if they work more 
than 40 hours in a workweek. The 
department is proposing changing 
that threshold to the 40th percentile 
of earnings, which would equate to 
less than $50,440 per year in 2016.

Designed by Aubrey Cade
Effect of proposed rule

of full-time workers 
made less than 
$50,000 in 2014.

Approximately 

4.6 million 
full-time, salaried workers 
would be affected by the 
proposed rule

of affected 
workers are 
women

of affected 
workers have a 
college degree

UNITED STATES
EFFECTS OF PROPOSED RULE

MCKINNEY

TEXAS
400,000 
workers

in Texas would be 
affected by the 
proposed rule

PROPOSED THRESHOLD 

$50,440
CURRENT THRESHOLD 

$23,660

56%

53%

Sources: U.S. Department of Labor/Community Impact Newspaper

Council debates 
city’s role in 
public transit

By Marthe Rennels
Residents waiting for the city of McK-

inney to reinstate public transportation 
will have to explore other forms of trans-
portation for the foreseeable future.

McKinney has not had city-funded 
public transit since it cut ties with the 
financially troubled Texoma Area Para-
transit System at the end of 2015. On 
Feb. 16, McKinney City Council voted 
5-2 to turn down a temporary contract 
with Dallas Area Rapid Transit because 
of what several council members said 
were unanswered questions about future 
costs associated with the service. 

See Transit | 19

TRANSIT BY THE NUMBERS

43%

Source: Goodman Corp./Community Impact Newspaper

While Texoma Area Paratransit 
System operated, McKinney 

provided 35,000 RIDES 
per year to 250 PEOPLE at a 

monthly cost to the city of more 
than $8,000.

Public transportation no 
longer offered in McKinney
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FREE 
Training 

and Sewing 
Classes with 

machine 
purchase.

2414 W. University • McKinney, TX • 972.542.6061
www.willetts-save.com

For the LOWEST Prices EVER!
Visit Our Booth at

The 35th Dallas Quilt Show
Dallas Market Hall
March 11-13, 2016

Store will be open during the show.

Factory Authorized Dealer for Janome, 
Elna, Necchi & Juki

• 2015 attendance was 7,500 •

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-4 p.m.

Closed Sunday 

Helping Customers Achieve Optimum Health Since 1995!

25% 
OFF

Nordic Naturals
Ultimate Omega

Mike’s Health Collection

Mention this ad for discount. 
Expires April 15, 2016

1434 N Central Expy #108,
 McKinney, TX.

(972) 562-4039
See us on Facebook
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What do your children think about 
the new SAT?

 75%                                                                                          
They are hopeful that the new, free study materials will 
help prepare them.

 25%           They are excited. The new test means less 

stress.

0%   They are weary. They’ve been studying with the 
old format but will take the new exam.

0%   They are excited because the former vocabulary 
test style will no longer be on the exam.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/3/16-02/24/16

Is public transportation a core 
responsibility of local government?

  Yes, I think the city should pay for some form of 
public transit.

  No, I think the community should rally and create its 
own transit system through social organizations.

 Yes, but I understand the city’s decision to not offer 
public transit.

  No, but I do think a limited service would be nice.

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/mck-poll.
© 2016 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.  

No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed  
without written permission from the publisher.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
In this month’s issue 

we revisit the status of 
public transportation in 
McKinney. In the past 
few months we have 
witnessed the implosion 
of Texoma Area Paratran-
sit System as a result of 
what is being called poor 
management. As of today 
McKinney has no public 
transportation system. 

Some McKinney residents now have no way to get to 
doctors appointments, dialysis treatments, jobs or the 
grocery store. I ask our readers to please check with 
your neighbors: lend a helping hand by offering a ride 
to a doctor’s appointment; offer to pick up a neighbor’s 
groceries; or car-pool to work or church. 

In this issue we also take a look at how the proposed 

changes in overtime pay will affect the local economy. 
The U.S. Department of Labor is proposing a change 

in the overtime rules, increasing the eligibility to 
salaried workers making $50,000 per year or less. If 
it passes, will business owners cut jobs or eliminate 
positions? Some could opt to hire two part-time 
employees to replace a salaried employee, according to 
one source.

Check our website throughout the month as we 
report on breaking news, and sign up for our weekly 
newsletter for highlights of Dallas-Fort Worth’s most 
important news. Like us on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter for regular updates, and as always, contact us 
anytime for questions or tips. 
And remember to shop local.

Larry McLoda
GENERAL MANAGER

lmcloda@communityimpact.com
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Clarification: New open carry laws still in effect 
(Volume 1, Issue 11)
License holders cannot carry guns either openly or concealed into any 

business that receives at least 51 percent of its revenue from on-premises 

alcohol consumption.

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

Monday–Friday 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Sunday closed

1601 W University Dr. | McKinney, TX
(972) 562-8700 • www.mckinneypharmacy.net

Serving the McKinney Area Since 1907

Our friendly staff  is 
passionate about providing 

customized care and 
compassionately serves 

patients with unique needs.

Pharmacy - Compounding Pharmacy - Medical Equipment & Supplies
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store offers nutritional supplements, 
protein products, vitamins, and custom 
diets and workout plans. The store also 
offers a small selection of products 
approved for children. 214-608-5060.  
 
5  Sol and Co., 5101 McKinney Ranch 

Parkway, Ste. 110, opened Feb. 2. The 
sunless tanning salon offers sunless  
airbrush tanning with naturally 
derived ingredients and organic DHA 
through its company solution.  
214-856-3633. www.solsunless.com 

Coming Soon 
 
6  LA Fitness, 9050 Falcon View 

Drive, will open mid-March. LA 
Fitness aims to help individuals 
achieve a healthy lifestyle by creating 
a nationwide network of health clubs 
offering members a wide range of 
amenities and service at an affordable 
price. 469-352-9399. www.lafitness.com
 
7  Obstacle Warrior Kids, 

448 N. Custer Road, Ste. A, will open 
this spring. Inspired by the television 
show “American Ninja Warrior”, 
Obstacle Warrior Kids is a place for 
children to challenge themselves on 
a variety of obstacles in an indoor, 
climate-controlled environment. 
Dodgeball is also offered and open play 
is available. No reservation is required. 
One-hour and two-hour admission 
options as well as party packages are 
available.  
www.obstaclewarriorkids.com 

Starwood Cafe, 8A  470 Adriatic 
Parkway, will open in mid-March. 
Another location at 8B  2821 Craig 
Drive will open in June. The locally 
owned and operated restaurant offers 
breakfast and lunch classics such as 
waffles, crepes, eggs, breakfast meats, 
sandwiches, wraps and salads.  
214-973-5663. www.starwoodcafe.com

Now Open 
 
1  SK Family Dental, 3350 Virginia 

Parkway, Ste. 100, opened Feb. 15. SK 
Family Dental offers traditional dental 
services, including family and cosmetic 
dentistry, cleanings, teeth whitening 
and dental implants. 469-424-3000. 
 www.skfamilydentaltx.com

2  Genius Child Academy,  
6363 Eldorado Parkway, opened Feb. 
15. The academy is an early education 
and child care facility for children ages 
6 weeks to 12 years old. Genius Child 
Academy features high-tech, hands-on 
labs in which children create, explore, 
move and play. 469-714-0449.  
www.geniuschildacademy.com

3  Master Kim’s Champ Tae Kwon 
Do, 5101 McKinney Ranch Parkway, 
Ste. 100, opened Feb. 17. The martial 
arts studio offers classes for children, 
adults and families. 469-617-3667. 
www.mckinneytkd.com 

4  Shredded Supplements,  
2851 Craig Drive, opened Feb. 4. The 
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Contact us 
today for 

a free 
consultation

DALE R   SE
I N J U R Y  L A W Y E R

M c K i n n e y L a w . c o m

PERSONAL INJURY   |   TRUCKING COLLISIONS   |   AUTO COLLISIONS  |  WORK INJURIES   |   MOTORCYCLE INJURIES

972-562-0266
roseknowslaw.com

YOUR LOCAL COLLIN COUNTY LAWYER SINCE 1993
2780 VIRGINIA PKWY, SUITE 401 • MCKINNEY
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels

News or questions about McKinney? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

9  Eighteen Eight Fine Men’s Salons, 
2851 Craig Drive, Ste. 201D, will open 
in mid-March. The upscale men’s salon 
will specialize in haircuts, razor shaves, 
facials, scalp treatments, hair coloring, 
gray blending and other grooming 
services. 469-294-1880. 
www.eighteeneight.com/mckinney-tx
 
Anniversaries 

10  Legacy Family Chiropractic,  
9245 Virginia Parkway, Ste. 850, 
celebrates its first anniversary March 
21. Legacy Family Chiropractic offers 
family chiropractic services with 
additional certifications to serve 
pregnant women and infants. 
214-880-6330.

11  Zomnir Family Medicine,  
4510 Medical Center Drive, Ste. 303, 
celebrates its first anniversary  
March 2. The family medicine 
clinic practices the “ideal medical 
care philosophy” by not accepting 
insurance or Medicare. 972-218-0020. 
www.zomnirfamilymedicine.com 
 
12  Hearing Services of McKinney, 
4201 Medical Center Drive, Ste. 270, 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary 
March 6. Hearing Services of 
McKinney provides patients of all ages 
with auditory health care services, 
including evaluations and assistive 
devices. 972-838-1300.  
www.hearinmckinney.com 
 
Name Change 

13  Advantage Storage is now Uncle 
Bob’s Self Storage, 550 N. Custer Road. 
The self-storage facility has multiple 
sizes of units to choose from.  
972-540-7815. www.unclebobs.com

New Ownership

14  Anytime Fitness,  
4600 W. Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 200, is 
under new ownership. Denise Parent 
purchased the gym Nov. 6. The fitness 
facility offers 24-hour access and 
security to members. 972-369-0909. 
www.anytimefitness.com

Relocations

15  OrthoTexas McKinney, previously 
located at 1444 N. Central Expressway, 
relocated to 7300 W. Eldorado Parkway 
on Jan. 18. OrthoTexas McKinney 
offers hands-on personal care to 
patients of all age groups and

specializes in providing a full range of 
orthopedic surgical and non-surgical 
treatment procedures. 972-727-9995. 
www.orthotexas.com/mckinney

16  Art & Frame + Signs, formerly Art 
& Frame Warehouse relocated Feb. 15 
from 4600 Eldorado Parkway to 5101 
McKinney Ranch Parkway, Ste. 130. 
The company offers custom framing 
and signs. 972-529-6795.

Shredded Supplements has a wide variety of 
nutritional products to help boost workouts.
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LA Fitness plans to open mid-March and will 
offer personal trainers, classes and more.
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Obstacle Warrior Kids offers a variety of 
activities for children.
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Starwood Cafe will bring breakfast options, 
such as the very berry French toast, to the city. 
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Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

Historic Downtown McKinney

213 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney
(972) 400-0348Like us on facebook

MCKINNEY’S LARGEST BIG GREEN EGG DEALER
DFW’s Only Family Owned Kitchenware Store

Popular brands include: Big Green Egg, Staub, Zwilling JA 
Henckels, Wusthof, Messermesiter, Cuisipro, 

Ariston Oil & Vinegar



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com6

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!

Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
 We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com

Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Celebrating 
10 years of 
business! 

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protection

www.emeraldcottages.com

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 885-8610 | Located next to The Stonefi eld Assisted Living & Memory Care Facility

SENIOR INDEPENDENT LIVING COTTAGES 
NOW AVAILABLE

“We are loving our new cottage … well 
designed for spacious living for seniors.” 
–Will & Arvella

• Attached garage
• Fully-equipped kitchen
• Laundry room for full size washer and dryer
• Upgraded fi nishes 
• Already 65% Leased Comfortable and spacious

single-story home
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Salon manager Dana Franklin gives 3-year-old Mason Herrin a haircut as he watches television.

Franklin said entertaining children helps ease 
their fears.

Groovy Cuts for Kids aims to keep children at 
ease during haircuts.
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Groovy Cuts for Kids 
Salon specializes in entertaining children

G roovy Cuts for Kids, located 
in McKinney at 8880 SH 121, 
places its focus on children’s 

haircuts. But a big chunk of its  
clientele is there for another reason—
to party.

“Of course people come to Groovy 
Cuts for Kids for the haircuts, but 
another reason people also visit us for 
is our princess parties,” salon manager 
Dana Franklin said. “We focus a lot 
on that.”

Parties are for six to 10 girls and 
come with pizza, drinks, makeup, 
hair, nails and dress-up clothing for a 
fashion show.

“There’s also karaoke for the party, 
and our [employees] assist with every-
thing along the way,” Franklin said.

Parties range from 1 1/2 to two 
hours, and the most popular days are 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday with the 
first celebration at 11 a.m.

“It’s always a princess theme, and 
you can’t go wrong with that,” Frank-
lin said. “We can adjust the color 
scheme, and we try to make girls feel 
like princesses.”

When the staff at Groovy Cuts is 
not partying in the pink-and-check-
ered boutique, they can be found in 
the front of the shop with plenty of 
cool things to do for entertainment for 
their clients. 

There are child-size cars to sit in, 
pinball machines, video games,  
television shows and movies to 
watch—all during a haircut.

“Years ago we didn’t have these 
types of salons to cater to kids and 
their families, so there was a definite 
need in the market,” Franklin said. 

“Some stylists do not like to cut kids’ 
hair, so having a place that specializes 
in that is a relief for parents. Here, it’s 
something a stylist has to enjoy.”

A mini-manicure comes with every 
girl’s haircut.

“We don’t have to do much for boys 
because they are always occupied with 
the video games and movies, and they 
like sitting in the cars,” Franklin said. 
“We see a lot of heavy traffic for the 
girls because of the nail painting.”

All the Groovy Cuts staff are 
trained to work with children who 
have special needs, and they specialize 
in making the experience fun for  
the clients.

“Believe it or not, it can be a scary 
thing to get a haircut,” Franklin said. 
“I have seen [children] run out. But 
what I love about my job is having 
fun with the kids. Challenging or not, 
that’s what I like the most.”

The staff at Groovy Cuts advises 
parents that it is important to get  
their children comfortable with  
getting a haircut.

“Once we get the kids who are 
afraid in the chair the first time, they 
need to try to bring them back to the 
same person over and over again,” 
Franklin said. “If they keep with the 
same stylist, it’s familiar.”

But the stylists try to make their 
clients comfortable, too.

“We sing, blow bubbles, or they can 
sit and watch a movie or play with the 
train,” Franklin said. “They don’t even 
need to get their hair cut the first time. 
We [can] just use the visit to get them 
comfortable coming inside. We want 
them to enjoy being here.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

Groovy Cuts for Kids 
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8880 SH 121, Ste. 128
972-390-2887
www.groovycutsforkids.com 
Hours: Mon.-Tue., Thu.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Wed. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-
6 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cuts and cost
Groovy Cuts for Kids 

offers a first haircut 
package with before 

and after pictures, a blue or pink 
certificate, and a lock of hair to 
keep. $24.99.

Boys basic haircuts for all ages 
are $18.95.

Girls age 4 and 
younger are $19.95, 
and age 5 and older 
are $22.95.

By Jean Ann Collins

Not intended to solicit properties listed with a realtor, Mark Floyd, Broker.

Find Out What Your McKinney Home is Worth On-Line
You will receive information on what comparable homes have sold in your McKinney neighborhood 
and which homes are currently listed, how long they have been for sale, and their prices.

Based on this information, you will know what your McKinney home is worth. 
This Complete Confidential Market Analysis is absolutely FREE.

For a Free, Quick On-Line Home Evaluation Visit:

www.FreeMcKinneyHomeValue.com
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Granite • Marble • Quartz • Glass Shower Enclosures • Custom Framed Mirrors And More

Now Offering Tile Backsplash!

Where Unique Meets Amazing

2160 West Princeton Drive (Hwy 380) | Princeton, TX 75407

NEW SHOWROOM HOURS:

Monday; by appointment only | Tuesday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Saturday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

(972) 529-2140  |  jubileecompany.com  |  jubileeshowerdoors.com
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Éclair Bistro
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Smoked salmon ($27) is served with sunchoke puree, orzo with spinach pesto, 
citrus butter and glazed vegetables.
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Éclair Bistro
Owner, chef tips hat to heritage through menu

A aron Thomas’ first career 
was in music —he was a 
percussionis t—but his family 

background led him to the restaurant 
business. 

Éclair Bistro has been in historic 
downtown McKinney for a year and 
is thriving because of its made-from-
scratch entrees and personalized 
service, said Aaron, the owner and 
executive chef.

“I guess you could say I’ve got a 
strong food heritage,” he said. “We’re 
not a corporate place. It’s about com-
munity and family.”

Aaron oversees many aspects of 
the bistro, from recipes to the menu, 
entree presentation, food preparation 
and service. His father handles the 
front of the restaurant and customer 
seating; his wife, Tarita, runs the 
upstairs lounge; and his mother, Lynn, 
is the designated shopper.

“She loves to shop, and we shop for 
ourselves,” Aaron said. “Just a few of 

our ingredients are shipped in. I give 
her a list of what we need, and she 
goes out and finds the local products.”

Creativity from his days as a musi-
cian has helped Aaron craft dishes and 
a menu that keep customers coming 
back, he said.

“We cook how we like and what we 
like,” he said. “When you’re playing 
music, you look at the notes and 
realize what instruments you need. 
When I’m considering a dish to add to 
the menu, I experiment at home, but I 
know what ingredients work best.”

That was the case for one of the 
favorites on the menu. Aaron said he 
“smoked out his house” while finding 
the proper preparation for the bistro’s 
Smoked Atlantic Salmon. Although 
the menu is seasonal and Aaron 
tinkers with its composition, the apple 
wood-smoked dish is so popular that 
it has become a staple.

Aaron’s grandmother was from 
New Orleans, but the family’s Greek 

DINING FEATURE

216 E. Virginia St. 
214-701-4409
www.eclairbistro.com
Hours: 5-9 p.m. Wed.-Sat. 
closed Sun.-Tue.

Owner and Executive Chef Aaron Thomas brings his 
heritage into the kitchen at Éclair Bistro.

Éclair Bistro offers fine dining downstairs and drinks 
and jazz upstairs.

By Wendell Barnhouse

and Italian heritage permeates the 
menu. He describes the menu as 
“contemporary American with strong 
French undertones,” but strives to 
keep it from being pretentious. 

“We get a lot of reaction from peo-
ple: ‘Wow, this is better than anything 
I’ve had,’” Aaron said. “Sometimes 
people will say they haven’t had food 
like this since they were in France.”

A main reason for that is the hand-
crafted attention to detail, Aaron said. 
For Valentine’s Day, halibut was on 
the menu. The fillets were hand-cut 
from a 400-pound halibut, he said.

Éclair Next Level is located above 

the main restaurant and Aaron 
describes it as a sophisticated lounge 
with live jazz every Friday night. 
Though sometimes parking can be an 
issue, Éclair Bistro accommodates its 
customers with its own parking lot 
across the street.

Éclair Bistro was originally located 
in Cedar Hill before Aaron decided to 
move closer to his family.

“When we considered moving 
locations, McKinney seemed like the 
perfect place,” Thomas said. “Being 
located so close to the old town 
square, we’re in a place where we offer 
a unique dining experience.”

Éclair Next Level
Above the restaurant, Éclair 
Next Level offers a full bar 
and a chance to hear live 
jazz music every Friday and 
Saturday night until 11 p.m.

Booked performances:

March 4  
Nick Kirk Duo

March 11  
Mark Jazz Trio 

March 18  
Daniel Pinilla Duo 

LOOK BETTER | FEEL BETTER | PERFORM BETTER

2851 CRAIG DR. SUITE 201 D, MCKINNEY, TX
WWW.EIGHTEENEIGHT.COM • (469) 294-1880

ELDORADO PLAZA
 COMING SOON MARCH 2016

LOOK BETTER | FEEL BETTER | PERFORM BETTERLOOK BETTER | FEEL BETTER | PERFORM BETTER

2851 CRAIG DR. SUITE 201 D, MCKINNEY, TX2851 CRAIG DR. SUITE 201 D, MCKINNEY, TX
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CYNTHIA ELLIOT BOUTIQUE
Like 

us onCELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS

107 East Virginia • McKinney, TX  972.562.8004 • www.cynthiaelliot.com

Presents new spring 
travelwear by

Now taking Easter Sunday Brunch reservations
March 27, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Gather in Downtown McKinney

207 E. Virginia • McKinney
972.548.8882 • www.gathermckinney.com

Wedding • Reception • Rehearsal Dinners
Bridal & Baby Showers • Baptism Celebrations

Corporate Events • Private Social Events

Sunday Brunch 10 am-2 pm BYOB
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March 4

March 11-19 

March  12

March 26

Hitchcock’s ‘The Birds,’ 8 p.m., MPAC

MRT’s A Reunion of Sorts, MPAC

Second Saturday, Downtown McKinney

Classics on the Square, Car Show, Downtown McKinney, 7:30-10 a.m.

Main Events
5

Hand Crafted Custom Hats Using Old Millinery Techniques

222 E. Virginia St.
McKinney • 469.617.3733

204 West Virginia Street • (972) 369-1800
thepubmckinney.com

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU FOR 10% OFF YOUR NEXT FOOD ORDER

ON THE 
SQUARE

DOWNTOWN 
MCKINNEY

TALES OF

   COME FIND YOUR STORY

For 5 years, selecting wines of distinction for 
people interested in distinct wines

www.mckinneywine.com

120 W. Virginia St. 
McKinney, TX

Parking in Rear
(972) 542-4636

Tue-Sat 11-9 pm
Sun 12-4 pm 

Expert, Personable Service. Great Prices. 

10
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1   Lake Forest Drive expansion 
Crews are working to construct an 
additional lane in each direction along 
Lake Forest Drive from SH 121 to 
McKinney Ranch Parkway. A turn lane 
for traffic traveling east on McKinney 
Ranch and turning right onto Lake Forest 
will be added to McKinney Ranch, and 
a turn lane for traffic turning left from 
eastbound SH 121 to northbound Lake 
Forest will also be added. One lane on 
Lake Forest will be closed periodically 
between 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily.
Timeline: October 2015-June 2016
Cost: $2.1 million
Funding sources: Collin County, 
 city of McKinney

Intersection improvements 
2A  Crews are working to construct a 
northbound right-turn lane on Custer at 
Stonebridge Drive.

2B  Crews are also working to construct 
a westbound left-turn lane on Stacy 
Road at Custer.

2C  Crews will soon begin working to 
construct a traffic signal at Custer and 
Fountain View Drive. Design is complete 
for the Custer intersections, and 
construction is scheduled to begin 

sometime in March.

2D  The city is working to construct 
northbound and southbound left-turn 
lanes on Community Avenue at 
Wilmeth Road. Design for this project is 
scheduled to be complete in March,  
and construction is set to begin in 
June 2016. As of the end of February, 
franchise utilities are moving their 
infrastructure and hope to be finished 
within a few weeks. The city contractor 
will start as soon as they are out of  
the way.
Timeline: March 2016-March 2017 
Cost: TBD 
Funding sources:  city of McKinney

3   Custer Road widening
Construction began in January to widen 
Custer Road from four lanes to six lanes. 
The project stretches from SH 121 to 
Stonebridge Drive. The Frisco project 
includes widening the bridge on the 
roadway and modifying the traffic 
signals. Construction is set to be 
completed in December. 
Timeline: January-December 
Cost: $9.7 million 
Funding sources: city of Frisco,  
Texas Department of Transportation, 
Collin County

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Marthe Rennels
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KICK UP YOUR HEELS FOR THE NEW 

TEXAS 
TWO STEP

www.TwoStepsOneSticker.com 

KICK UP YOUR HEELS FOR THE NEW KICK UP YOUR HEELS FOR THE NEW 
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CITY & COUNTY
News from McKinney and Collin County Compiled by Marthe Rennels

New officers to patrol downtown parking City Council plans to form committee for 
upcoming downtown parking discussionsMCKINNEY  Downtown McKin-

ney will soon see some changes as 
two additional officers will begin 
patrolling the streets looking for 
parking offenders. 

On March 22 drivers will begin 
receiving parking violation warnings 
if they fail to move their vehicle from 
their downtown parking space within 
the three-hour time limit. 

Beginning April 4, parking viola-
tion warnings will be enforced and 
those found guilty will pay $42 for 
their tickets. 

The enforcement will take place 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

 In order to fund two part-time offi-
cers, working a combined 40 hours, 

City Council approved an amend-
ment to the fiscal year 2015-16 budget, 
using $38,977 from the general fund.

MCKINNEY  Many downtown 
McKinney business owners and 
shoppers are concerned about a lack 
of parking. To address the issue, last 
November the council sent a bond 
package to voters asking for $10 
million for a parking garage located 
between Louisiana and Virginia 
streets along Church Street. The bond 
failed as residents voiced concern 
about the location.

Feb. 16 during the City Council 
meeting, as the city looks to develop 
its 9-acre site downtown, residents 
were asked whether the city should 
spend $2 million to add another level 

to a proposed parking garage with 
spaces dedicated for downtown  
shoppers and diners.

Business owners and residents 
spoke against the measure, prompt-
ing council to not only vote down the 
item but to also begin efforts to form 
a committee to examine potential 
parking solutions. 

During the Feb. 22 work session, 
Mayor Brian Loughmiller said the 
committee will consist of 15 individ-
uals, 11 of them being residents, two 
will be McKinney staffers and the 
final two will be Loughmiller and 
Council Member Tracy Rath.

Drivers parked in a three-hour parking longer 
than three hours will begin receiving tickets.
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McKinney City Council
Meetings are scheduled for the first and 
third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St.
972-547-7500.
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board  
of trustees
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
McKinney ISD Administration Building, 
#1 Duvall St. • 469-302-4000 
www.mckinneyisd.net 

Collin County 
Commissioners Court
Meetings are generally held Mondays at  
1:30 p.m. 
Jack Hatchell Administration Building,
2300 Bloomdale Road 
972-548-4100 • www.co.collin.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_mck

TweetingsMeetings

1681 N. Central Expressway #400 • Near Hwy 380
(Independent doctor of optometry next door) 

Weekdays 9:30am - 6:30pm, Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

FREE
BUY ONE
GET ONE

Up to $300*

We accept a wide range of insurance
Accepting VSP, EyeMed, Aetna, Avesis, Davis Vision, 

Humana, Cigna, Superior Vision Insurance

FREEFREE
BUY ONEBUY ONE
GET ONEGET ONE

Up to $300*

We accept a wide range of insuranceWe accept a wide range of insurance

*Offer not valid on previous purchases and cannot be combined with any other 
offer, discount, or coupon. Not valid with insurance and other restrictions may 

apply. See store for details.
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try to unravel the genetic mystery. 8-10 p.m. (March 
11-12, 18-19), 2:30-4:30 p.m. (March 13, 19) $17 
(general admission), discounts available for seniors 
and students. Courtroom Theater, 111 N. Tennessee 
St. 214-544-4630. www.mckinneytexas.org

12 ‘Classic Meets Contemporary’
This acoustic concert features include 

Carlo Pezzimenti and John Wynn. Reservations are 
requested. 7 p.m. $10. McKinney Guitar Studio,  
3615 Canyon View Court. 972-832-1646.  
www.visitmckinney.com

16 Green Seminar: Vegetable & Herb 
Gardening

Participants learn from Daniel Cunningham with TAMU 
Dallas how to prepare soil, design a garden, identify 
pests and pestilence, and plan when to plant. This 
session focuses on vegetable and herb gardening. 
Registration online is requested. 6:30-8 p.m. Free. John 
and Judy Gay Library, 6861 W. Eldorado Parkway.  
972-547-7335. www.mckinneytexas.org

17 MBHS Broadway Broncos present  
‘Lion in Winter’

This presentation of James Goldman’s play about the 
family of King Henry II of England and Queen Eleanor 
of Aquitaine is open to the public. The play combines 
drama and comedy and is the school’s choice for this 
year’s University Interscholastic League One Act Play 
competition. 7 p.m. Tickets by donation. McKinney Boyd 
High School, 600 N. Lake Forest Drive. 469-302-3743. 
www.mckinneyisd.net

19 through 20 
Collin County Master Gardeners Lawn and 

Garden Show
This indoor event lets participants learn about 
gardening from local experts. There are local vendors 
on-site, information shared by speakers, hands-on 

Empty Bowls benefit 
Guests can enjoy lunch while 
supporting the North Texas Food Bank 

in this 17th annual event. In addition to soup 
and other bowl-friendly fare from 20 North Texas 
restaurants, attendees can select a handcrafted 
bowl from local artists as a memento of the day. 
Proceeds support the NTFB’s programs. 11 a.m.- 
1 p.m. $40. Eisemann Center for Performing Arts, 
2351 Performance Drive, Richardson.  
214-330-1396. www.ntfb.org

March

03 through May 31  
Collin McKinney 250th Birthday 

Sestercentennial Celebration
In honor of the birthday of the county’s namesake, the 
Collin County Historical Society and Museum is offering 
an exhibit to show what life was like during Collin 
McKinney’s lifetime. Some of the items on display also 
include artifacts from the McKinney family. 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Free. Collin County Historical Society and 
Museum, 300 E. Virginia St. 972-542-9457.  
www.collinmckinney250.org

04 ‘The Birds’ Screening
This classic Alfred Hitchcock film is available to 

watch on a large screen as part of McKinney Performing 
Art Center’s Friday Night Flicks. In the 1963 film, a 
northern California town becomes the site of a major 
attack by birds. Square Burger provides a cash bar for 
the showing. 8-10 p.m. $8. Courtroom Theater, 111 N. 
Tennessee St. 214-544-4630. www.mckinneytexas.org

06 First Annual McKinney Community 
Fashion Showcase

Fashion lovers can see new clothing lines by McKinney 
Designers Downtown on the Square. The proceeds 
from the showcase benefit Teachers Fighting Cancer 
of America-North Texas Chapter. There is also a silent 
auction. 3-5:30 p.m. $20 (in advance), $25 (at the door). 
Sheraton Hotel-McKinney, 1900 Gateway Blvd.  
972-379-7991. www.visitmckinney.com

11 through 13, 18 through 19  
‘A Reunion of Sorts’

This comedy play is about two Army buddies who 
are both potential fathers of the same girl. The story 
has them meeting with the woman the two dated 
in France while stationed there and her daughter to 
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Compiled by Abigail Allen and Kelley Crimmins

Find more or submit McKinney events at  
communityimpact.com/mck-calendar.

To have McKinney events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

demonstrations, children’s activities and presentations 
for homeowners. The money gained from attendees’ 
donations benefits the Assistance League of Greater 
Collin County. The focus of the show this year is Earth-
Kind living. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., (Sat.) 11 a.m.-5 p.m., (Sun.) 
$2. Myers Park and Event Center, 7117 CR 166.  
www.ccmgatx.org/thegardenshow

29 Green Seminar: Composting
Collin County Master Gardener Erin Hoffer 

will help participants understand the importance of 
composting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Fire Station No. 7, 
861 S. Independence Parkway. Registration online is 
requested. 972-547-7335. www.mckinneytexas.org
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721 Anderson,
McKinney, TX 75069
Located Behind the Cotton Mill

www.TUPPSBREWERY.com

CANS AVAILABLE 
IN STORES NEAR YOU ON 
MARCH 19th

Sugarbacon
The PUB
Rick’s Chophouse
Cadillac Pizza Pub

Harvest
The Celt
Mellow Mushroom
Louisiana St. Grill

Rockfi sh
Nom Noms
Square Burger
Stonebridge Ranch Country Club
Gentle Creek Country Club

Until then, enjoy TUPPS beer in these 
bars and restaurants in McKinney

Kegs for purchase at Choice Beverage
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Fun & Safe All-Day Play

Pet CPR & First Aid 

Certifi ed Camp Counselors®

Live Web Cams

All-Inclusive Pricing

Where a Dog Can Be a Dog.®

448 N Custer Rd., Ste. B | McKinney | 214.592.0440
www.campbowwow.com/mckinney

FREE!
FIRST DAY OF CAMP

Valid only at Camp Bow Wow McKinney. New Customers Only. Limit one per customer. Camper must be spayed or 
neutered (if over 6 months old) and be current on all vaccinations  including Rabies Distemper, and Bordetella. Offer 

is not valid on holidays and cannot be combined with any other offer discount or package.

OPENING SOON! 
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Virginia Pkwy.

DOGGY DAY CARE AND BOARDING • IN-HOME PET CARE • TRAINING • GROOMING

Relay For Life of McKinney 

Join us in the fi ght against cancer & 
let’s paint your world purple!

April 29, 2016 • 7pm-1am
McKinney High School

Register by calling 1-800-227-2345
Or online @ www.relayforlife.org/mckinneytx

Join the committee today by contacting Misha Chapman @ 
misha.chapman@cancer.org or 214.819.1221
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Collin County Sheriff Terry Box
Longtime county staple set to retire in December
By Marthe Rennels 

For some it might be hard to imagine Collin 
County as an area filled with rural communities 
and small cities mainly linked by dirt or gravel 
roads. But that is exactly what the county con-
sisted of when Collin County Sheriff Terry Box 
took office Feb. 14, 1985—a position he holds 
until Dec. 31. Box said the biggest challenge 
during his time as sheriff was keeping up with 
the explosive growth in the county. 

During his more than 30 years as sheriff, 
Box has seen the county grow from more than 
204,000 people to a projected 2015 population of 
949,673. 

There were roughly 35 inmates in the Collin 
County Jail when Box began his tenure. Today, 
he said, there are about 900 inmates housed in a 
facility Box led into a statewide spotlight.

The facility, which Box had a hand in helping 
come to fruition, is the longest-standing jail to 
be certified by the state and has been certified by 
the state for 28 years, Box said.

The facility has received so much attention 
that Box was appointed by then Gov. George 
Bush to serve on the Texas Commission of 
Jail Standards first as a board member then as 
chairman. The board is tasked with overseeing 
jail standards and their enforcement for county, 
municipal and private jails. 

Now, with several accomplishments under his 
belt and a career that he said took him further 
than expected, Box plans to enjoy the friend-
ships he has created with no plans to work on 
anything other than a ’55 Chevy or perhaps his 
golf swing.

PEOPLE

You have been Collin County 
sheriff  for more than  30 years. 
What made you decide it was 
time to retire?

Until you live in that environment 
for that many years, it doesn’t appear 
on the outside to be much stress. But 
when you respond to the public and 
everyone wants to meet with you and 
you have to make time for them, plus 
I never leave home without returning 
a phone call, it just adds up. I had 
open-heart surgery years ago; I have 
had bypasses; it’s just time. Plus, I feel 
myself slipping and maybe not push-
ing things as hard as I did before, and 
I think it’s time for new leadership to 
come in here and take this operation 
to a new level. My career has been 
wonderful, I have been blessed and I 
am ready to not have to worry every 
day about what new laws are coming 
and what the Commissioners Court is 
going to do budget-wise. 

In your time as sheriff, you have 
established a reputation of being 
fair and honest. What do you 
think contributed to that?

I was raised in McKinney, and I 
didn’t know anybody else who loved 

one another as much as my mother 
and daddy. I was raised in the Church 
of Christ, and I was taught what’s 
right and what’s wrong. My family 
growing up taught me that our family 
name means something; my character 
means something. 

I remember my dad owned an 
upholstery shop downtown where the 
cycle shop is now. He got into the used 
furniture business and sold a bunch 
of used furniture on credit. He got 
into some debt with the bank because 
people weren’t paying him. He went to 
the bank and told them he was getting 
out of the business and asked to set 
up a payment plan for what he owed. 
Filing for bankruptcy wasn’t even a 
thought in his mind. He paid them 
$66 a month for years to get it paid off. 

I grew up in a time when a hand-
shake meant something. If I owed you 
money, I owed you money and I was 
going to pay you. I think if you always 
do what you think is the right thing, 
you can always live with it.  

Have you had to work to keep up 
that reputation?

I’ve had to fire folks who did the 
wrong thing who were very dear to us.

We have cried when they have left 
the room. People know that I am fair 
and honest, but if you lie or steal or 
something like that, you won’t be 
working here. 

I always had the theory—and this is 
how I have lived my whole life—and 
that is whatever the perception of 
you is, that is how you are. I always 
thought, I have no college degree, but 
if I dress right, act right and have peo-
ple around me who have degrees, then 
we will be perceived professionally. 
 
Do you worry about how the 
sheriff’s office will operate once 
you leave?

You always worry that things will 
change when you leave, but I have 
talked to [sheriff candidate] Jim Skin-
ner a lot lately and he wants to pick up 
right where I left off and keep things 
running smoothly. 
 
What accomplishments are you 
most proud of?

I am probably the proudest of the 
[Annual Terry Box Shoot Out ‘Fore’ 
Kids] golf tournament out of every-
thing in my whole career. No other 
elected official has raised $2.2 million 

M
ar

th
e 

R
en

ne
ls

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Collin County Sheriff Terry Box officially ends his 31-year tenure Dec. 31. 

for charity in their whole career 
and I am really, really proud of that. 
They wanted me to start that in the 
beginning to help fund my campaign. 
I thought about it and decided to do 
it for charity instead. And in the past 
24-25 years it has done pretty good. 

How will you spend your time 
once retired?

I have a building at AeroCountry, 
so I have a place to go in the morn-
ings to get out of my wife’s hair. I will 
have a place to go with an office area, 
a four-post lift for my cars and a little 
place to go to keep busy and hang 
out. I go to the Barrett-Jackson car 
auction and the Mecum auction every 
year. It’s a mecca. I was on TV last 
year driving a ’Cuda four-speed Hemi 
across the auction block. It’s really 
cool. I do that, and it’s away from my 
job—you’re not talking law enforce-
ment. Every day I am here at about 
7:30 a.m. There is so much stuff going 
on around here that if you ever get out 
of the loop, you’ll lose it. I have 500 
employees and personnel issues, new 
things coming up constantly. Our 
world is evolving so much and I am  
a dinosaur.

1970 1980 20001990 2010

1971
Terry Box is hired by the 
Plano Police Department

1981
Box is hired as a lieutenant for 
the Collin County Sheriff’s Office 

1985
Box takes office as Collin 
County Sheriff

1970
County population 67,573

1980
County population 144,576

1990
County population 266,856

2000
County population 500,162

2010
County population 949,673

Sources: United States Census Bureau, State of Texas/Community Impact Newspaper

Nov. 8, 2016
Election Day:
Jim Skinner and Daniel St. Clair 
are both running for sheriff

Dec. 31, 2016
Box retires as Collin 
County sheriff, a position 
he held for 31 years
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1938: The Fair Labor Standards 
Act passes. The act establishes 
the standard 40-hour workweek, 
classifies overtime pay and 
minimum wage, and sets in place 
child labor laws.

1913: President William 
Taft establishes The U.S. 
Department of Labor.

1963: The Equal Pay Act of 1963 
passes. The act guarantees equal pay 
for equal work for men and women.

1967: The Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act passes. 
The act prohibits workplace 
discrimination based on age.

WAGES OVER TIME
The U.S. Department of Labor has updated the overtime pay salary threshold seven times in its history. The 
salary threshold has twice dipped below the poverty level for a family of four in its history. The poverty level 
for one person, however, has never gone above the salary threshold. The graph shows the historic salary and 
poverty levels as well as when the salary threshold fell below the poverty level for a family of four.

$1,560 
per year

1959: The first 
year poverty 
level numbers 
are available 

$2,973 $3,128
$3,968

$5,500$2,600 
per year

$5,200 
per year

$6,500 
per year

$7,800 
per year

$10,400 
per year

$1,467 $1,539 $1,954

19381913 1949 1958 1959 1963

Timeline key: Overtime salary threshold (salaries below 
this level qualify for mandatory overtime pay)

Poverty threshold (family of four) Poverty threshold (one person)

Period in which the salary threshold falls below the poverty level for a family of four Year the poverty and/or overtime salary threshold was raised

Overtime
Continued from | 1

to update its regulations that define 
which white-collar workers are pro-
tected under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act’s overtime rules. The FLSA, which 
was passed in 1938, establishes over-
time and minimum-wage standards.

In response, the DOL sought to mod-
ernize and simplify its regulations and 
ultimately proposed changing the sal-
ary threshold in 2015.

“The basic rule under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act is that everybody is 
entitled to overtime,” Eisenbrey said. 

“The policy is that people shouldn’t 
work more than 40 hours a week. 
If they work over 40 hours a week, 
they should be paid extra, and that  
discourages employers from working 
people long hours because they do have 
to pay extra.” 

The DOL has changed its salary 
threshold seven times since imple-
menting overtime protections, with 
the last time being in 2004 when the  
salary level was changed to $23,660 per 
year. Before then, the salary levels had 
not been updated since 1975.

A DOL argument for updating the 
salary level is that the current threshold 

falls below the poverty level for a family 
of four, which is $24,250 per year. 

In the past, the salary threshold has 
been a set number. This time, the pro-
posed rule suggests changing the salary 
level to the 40th percentile of earnings, 
which would equate to $50,440 per year 
in 2016. The DOL also proposes updat-
ing the salary level every year to main-
tain its effectiveness.

Who would be affected?
Tyler Young, a political science 

professor at Collin College, said the  
proposed change would mainly affect  
middle-management employees.

“These are people who are working 
50-60 hours a week,” he said. “If they 
were hourly employees, they would 
have protection because they are 
required to receive time and half after 
40 hours, and you get paid double after 
a certain amount of more [hours].”

Young said the proposed change 
would have a positive effect on the local 
economy since the change will take 
place across the board.

“This could reduce our social obli-
gations—like welfare spending—and it 
could increase the spending power of 
the middle class,” he said.

Designed by Aubrey Cade
Historical salary thresholds

Hard Workers 
Ready To Work

TODAY!

No job too big 
or too small

Serving 
McKinney for
over 30 Years!

Secretarial • Industrial  • Clerical
Custodial • Accounting • Construction 

Warehouse • Manufacturing • Assembly Work

500 W. University Dr, Suite 104, McKinney
972.542.5586 • TempsOfMckinney.com

Temps of McKinney
SERV ICE

Hard Workers Ready To Work 
TODAY!

No job too big or too small Serving McKinney for over 30 years!

500 W. University Dr., Suite 104, McKinney • 972-542-5586 • TempsOfMcKinney.com

Secretarial • Industrial • Clerical 
Custodial • Accounting Contstruction • Warehouse 

Manufacturing • Assembly Work
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20001980 1990

1990: The Americans with 
Disabilities Act passes. The 
act prohibits workplace 
discrimination based on a 
disability.

1970: The Occupational Safety and 
Health Act passes. The act helps ensure 
workers’ rights to a safe work place.

2009: The Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act passes. The act aims 
to decrease the number of uninsured 
citizens and reduce health care costs.

2014: President Barack Obama directs 
DOL to update which white-collar 
workers are protected under the FLSA’s 
minimum wage and overtime standards.

$19,307

$24,250

$5,500

Sources: U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Census Bureau, National Archives and Records Administration/Community Impact Newspaper

2010

$13,000 
per year

$23,660 
per year

$2,724

$9,646

$11,880

1975 2004 2016

FALLING BELOW:
Between 1990 and 2004, the overtime pay salary 
threshold fell below the poverty level for a family of 
four. After 2004, it took less than 10 years for the 
salary threshold to again fall below the poverty level.

$50,440 
proposed 
per year

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

2016: The DOL is expected 
to make a final decision on a 
proposal to update the salary level 
to the 40th percentile of earnings 
by July.

Effect on businesses
On the national scale, the National 

Retail Federation estimates that the 
proposed overtime changes would 
cost restaurants and retailers between 
$5 billion and $9 billion per year.

“It’s too early for McKinney to fully 
understand the impact of proposed 
changes to overtime pay until the 
firm details are finalized,” City Budget 
Manager Mark Holloway said. “How-
ever, it appears that for any employer, 
this is going to increase costs, for 
some much more than others.”

Holloway said in the city’s case 
preliminary analysis estimates the 
changes would impact perhaps less 
than 25 city employees in positions 
that are not traditionally heavy  
overtime users, and he does not  
anticipate a significant change in the  
budget.

 Don Day, a council member and 
business owner, has roughly 
140 employees throughout  
The Grand Hotel, Harvest 

Seasonal Kitchen, Rick’s Chophouse 
and Uptown. 

According to Day, the first prob-
lem the potential change could 
cause is the creation of a new set  
of government forms and regula-
tions that businesses must respond to  
and observe.

“The forms and time spent for 
compliance will cost businesses 
money before it has any impact on 
employees,” he said. “It will create a 
new expense just to ensure that busi-
nesses are in compliance.”

As for the impact on small  
business, Day said that it would have 
a definite impact, but not a lot in  
his case.

“We expect our employees to  
work 40 hours per week,” he said. 
“[If] they work more hours, we pay 
them for the extra hours or give them  
compensating time off. If someone 
works for me, I expect to pay them in 
a fair and reasonable manner.”

The DOL interviewed employer 

stakeholders before announcing the 
proposed rules. In a report, some 
stakeholders said employees value 
the time flexibility that comes with a 
salaried position.

The DOL report states one of the 
original intentions of implementing 
overtime pay is to see that employ-
ers hire more employees rather than 
requiring existing employees to work 
longer hours. The other intention is 
to prevent employees from being 
overworked and, therefore, avoid 
negative health effects on workers.

“If [employers] think that pay-
ing time and a half for overtime 
is too expensive, the 
answer is don’t do it. 
Don’t work people long 
hours,” Eisenbrey said.  
“It’s bad for their families; 
it’s bad for their productiv-
ity; it’s bad for their health. 
It’s a bad idea.”

The final decision
The DOL opened a comment 

period on the proposed rule from July 
6-Sept. 4 last year. During that time, 
the department received more than 
270,000 comments. The DOL must 
review all of those comments before 
making a final decision this summer.

The proposed rule does not have 
to go before Congress because Con-
gress has given the DOL authority 
to regulate policies related to labor. 
The president and the U.S. Office of 
Information & Regulatory Affairs  
may review the final rule prior to it 
being published.

FDA-cleared 
treatment paid 

by Medicare and 
most insurance 

companies

Call Now! FREE Consultation 
to the First 20 Callers!!! 
972.542.5879

270 Redbud Blvd #100, McKinney, TX
 BlueDiamondHealth.com

Are you suffering from 

KNEE 
PAIN?

• NO SURGERY • NO STEROIDS • NO DOWNTIME

Get the help your student needs to catch up, catch on and get ahead. Contact us today.

Allen | Frisco | McKinney | West Plano 
4350 W Main St #145, Frisco TX 75034
469.312.5225  | collegetutors.com

Your children deserve 
a great summer.  
We can help.

© 2016 College Nannies + Sitters + Tutors. 

Homework Help
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In your time of need,

consider us
on call.

OUR COMPASSION HELPLINE® 
IS AVAILABLE ANY TIME OF 

DAY OR NIGHT, FOR COMFORT 
AND TO ANSWER  
YOUR QUESTIONS.

214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV

Is your child struggling with learning? 
Memory? Attention? Reading? Homework?

Your child’s brain needs strong cognitive skills 
to think and learn. At LearningRx, we identify 
weak skills that may be making learning (and 
life!)  harder than it needs to be, then train 
those skills using fun, challenging mental 
exercises.

� ere’s a reason your child is struggling. Isn’t 
it time to end the mystery? � e fi rst step is 
to call us and schedule a Cognitive Skills 
Assessment. � is assessment will identify any 
weak skills and give you a helpful snapshot of 
your child’s cognitive abilities, whether you 
pursue brain training right now or not. 

Goodbye struggles, hello smiles. � ere’s no 
reason to wait. Call us today.

We train the skills that 
make learning possible.
And that’s something 
to smile about.

LearningRx McKinney
(972) 704-1293  |  www.learningrx.com/mckinney

Mention this 
ad and get

$75 OFF
a Cognitive Skills 

Assessment
(Regularly priced 

at $199)

NOW ENROLLING FOR MMA SUMMER CAMP

LET HIM HANG OUT WITH THE GUYS!!!
At Marine Military Academy, we work hard ... and play hard! Make the most of your son’s 
summer and enroll him in our four-week summer camp. Every day, he’ll participate 
in challenging but exciting physical and military activities that build self-discipline, 
teamwork, confidence and good old-fashioned muscle! Boys from across the nation 
and around the world line up for MMA Summer Camp! Enroll your son TODAY! 

MMA SUMMER  CAMP
JUNE 25 - JULY 23, 2016

MMA-TX.ORG/SUMMERCAMP »» 956.423.6006
Marine Military Academy  »» A College-Prep Boarding School for Young Men in Grades 8-12 »» 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX  78550

Focus on Fancy
SATURDAY, MARCH 19 | 11 AM – 1 PM

The Grand Ballroom, Grand Hotel, McKinney, Texas

$30 Adult, $15 Children 12 & Under

Tickets available online at www.chestnutsquare.org

Partners Cynthia Elliiot Boutique and LeAnn’s Bridal will 
present their � nest spring party and formal wear, and 
Chestnut Square’s collection will feature authentic and 

reproduction pieces spanning 1860-1930.

Fashion Show 
& Luncheon
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Transit
Continued from | 1

“For me, putting a 90-day temporary 
service in place when we were told by 
everyone there would be a significant 
[service] gap after that would be like 
asking people to depend on us again 
only to have it taken away,” Council 
Member Tracy Rath said. “The prob-
ability is that they would lose the 
resource they were just depending on. 
To me, that’s just cruel and unusual 
punishment.”

Rath said in absence of a detailed, 
long-term plan, she is not going to sup-
port funding public transportation. 

“We were asked to write a blank 
check with no planning and no fore-
sight,” she said. 

Rath and fellow council members 
questioned whether the city should 
be responsible for funding any public 
transportation after a city-hired con-
sultant unveiled the number of riders 
actually using the service in relation to 
the city’s monthly cost. 

“As far as how I feel moving forward, 
it is an unfortunate [situation] we are 
in today without having service at all,” 
Council Member Randy Pogue said. 
“However, it was not necessarily our 
role to provide that service except for 
possibly a quality-of-life element. It just 
didn’t make sense to head down that 
road at this time.”

Public transit need
During its contract with TAPS, the 

city provided about 35,000 rides per 
year to more than 250 individuals, 
according to the Goodman Corp., the 
city-hired transit consultant. The city’s 

contribution to the service was more 
than $8,000 per month. 

According to Goodman Corpo. 
owner Barry Goodman’s Feb. 16 pre-
sentation to council, TAPS had been 
providing more services than the city 
needed and more services than the city 
had been paying for.

“Make no mistake about it,” said 
Goodman. “The amount of service that 
was provided to the city of McKinney 
by TAPS over the last few years was a 
disproportionately large amount of ser-
vice for a relatively small local invest-
ment.”

Several dozen concerned residents 
spoke about their need for public trans-
portation in early city meetings when 
trouble with TAPS began to surface. 
City Manager Tom Muehlenbeck said 
he has received limited comments from 
the public since the TAPS contract 
ended.

Rath also said she has received few 
comments from constituents regarding 
public transit.

“I can say based on the facilities that 
I have relationships with, people have 
made other arrangements through 
family members, roommates, facil-
ity directors or staff—they have made 
other arrangements,” she said. “We 
keep hearing about this group of people 
who need this service, and from them, 
I have heard nothing. They have not  
contacted me.” 

Funding responsibility
The city is not required by law to pro-

vide public transportation, a subject 
council members discussed at length at 
the Feb. 16 meeting. 

Although all the council members 
agreed there is a need for a very lim-
ited, on-demand service for elderly, dis-
abled and low-income individuals, five 
of the seven council members said the 
city should not be responsible for pro-
viding—or paying for—the much more 
extensive fixed-route services TAPS 
had been providing.

The money earmarked for public 
transportation is currently collecting 
in the general fund, and Rath said she 
thinks there are other items the city 
could spend the money on that have 
greater benefit to residents.

“I take spending public money very 
seriously, and I think that there are 
needs across our city departments,” 
she said. “The night before in our 
work session we heard from the police 
chief, who said we needed at minimum 
10-12 [additional] police officers per 
year plus, I believe, six civilian staff-
ers to keep up with the lower limits of 
McKinney’s projected growth. That is 
weighing very much on our mind.”

Although council members had con-
cerns about the costs associated with 
DART services, there could be other 
options available. The city of Frisco, for 
example, contracted with the Denton 
County Transit Authority for limited 
services for the elderly and disabled.

McKinney City Council members 
have not ruled out exploring other 
options in the future, but made no 
promises to do so.

Funding public transportation
Collin County Judge Keith Self, 

also a North Central Texas Council of 
Governments board member, said the 

predicament in which Collin County 
cities find themselves in regarding 
funding public transportation is a dif-
ficult one. 

Cities such as Plano have used a por-
tion of their sales tax revenue to fund 
the city’s transportation initiatives. 
Growing cities, including McKinney 
and Frisco, often choose to use those 
sales tax dollars to fund economic 
development and community devel-
opment, known as 4A and 4B develop-
ment corporations. 

“Cities either have 4A/4B [corpora-
tions], or they have transit,” Self said. 
“You can’t have both. No city is going 
to give up their 4A or 4B tax [money] 
when they have room to grow. This 
is a classic example of the grass being 
greener on the other side. The 4A/4B 
cities want some sort of transit, and the 
transit cities want some sort of 4A/4B 
money. But you can’t have it both ways, 
and that’s the conundrum we are in.”

Rural, unincorporated Collin County 
is also without a public transportation 
provider. The county had been wait-
ing on the city of McKinney’s decision 
regarding public transportation, and 
Self said the county will now move for-
ward with its discussions with potential 
transportation providers.  

“The way I understand it is that 
[public transit] is not legally required 
[to be provided by a city or county], 
but frankly, the county does things that 
are not legally required for us to do,” he 
said. “We are still having discussions 
with DCTA, DART and others.”

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

HOW MUCH DID 
TRANSIT COST?
The city spent more than $8,000 per 
month on TAPS service. Former TAPS 
officials said one McKinney rider alone 
who used on-demand service both to 
and from work daily cost the city  
roughly $2,000 a month, or about  
25 percent of the city’s public 
transit budget.

WHAT SERVICE IS 
NEEDED? 
According to Goodman Corp., the city’s 
public transit consultant, only a small 
number —260-270   McKinney 
residents—are dependent upon 
public transit, leading Barry Goodman to 
advise the city to provide only a capped 
on-demand service.

PUBLIC SECTOR 
SUPPORT
The only options available to residents 
still needing transportation assistance  
are through local churches, civic 
organizations, friends and volunteers. 
Local community activists are seeking 
information to begin offering some 
sort of medical-appointment transit 
assistance to residents.

THE PUBLIC TRANSIT DEBATE

Sources: Goodman Corp., city of McKinney/Community Impact Newspaper

WHAT DID TAPS 
PROVIDE?
Beginning July 2013, TAPS operated:
• Fixed-route bus service
• Americans with Disabilities Act 

complementary paratransit 
• 0n-demand response
• Commuter bus service

McKinney TAPS service ceased at the 
end of 2015.

On Feb. 16 the McKinney City Council voted 5-2 against a temporary, 90-day transit contract with DART, 
arranged by the North Central Texas Council of Governments. Council members in dissent said they denied 
the contract because of a lack of information about future service cost.

YES
NO

YES
NO

YES
NO

YES
NO

YES
NO

YES
NO

YES
NO

Rainey Rogers 
District 2

Tracy Rath
At Large

Travis Ussery 
Mayor Pro Tem

Brian Loughmiller
Mayor

Randy Pogue
At Large

Don Day
District 1

Chuck Branch
District 4

LEARNING FROM TAPS
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Price 75069 75070 75071

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

–

REAL ESTATE

SELLERS

BUYERS

Median price of homes sold by ZIP code  Jan. 2015 vs.  Jan. 2016

0.2% +9.4% +6.4%

FROM THE PROS

Jeremy Tillett, Keller Williams McKinney

“With McKinney being such a beautiful, unique and desired 
community, many families continue to move into the area. 
Buyers are demanding far more homes in McKinney than the 
sellers can supply. Because of this, sellers in the area can sell 
for higher prices because of the competition among buyers. 
McKinney is definitely in a seller’s market, and now continues 
to be a great time to sell a McKinney home.”

Linda Frye, Keller Williams McKinney

“Buyers continue to experience challenging times when 
purchasing a home in McKinney and the surrounding areas. 
With the shortage of homes on the market, many negotiations 
result in multiple offers, and remaining flexible in your 
expectations is critical when buying a home. It can make the 
difference between getting your contract accepted or losing 
the home of your dreams.”

Market Pulse-March 2016
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Market Data comparison January new listings

Collin County

McKinney
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 2015  vs.   2016

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System (NTREIS)
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Park Ridge will have 46 homesites to 
choose from and will feature M/I Homes’ 
Signature Series of homes.

Park Ridge is located just off Virginia 
Parkway near the Stonebridge Country 
Club. There are parks, golf courses, 
shopping and entertainment within 
minutes of the community.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

75070

Builder: M/I Homes

Square footage: 1,887-3,472

Home values: $311,990-$443,414

Home types: single family

Amenities: swimming pool, parks, green 
space, pond

School district: McKinney ISD

Selling a Home?
A NEW roof can increase the 

value of your home by 10-25%

Buying a Home?
We will inspect the  

roof for FREE

P R O P E R T Y  D A M A G E  I N S P E C T I O N   |   R O O F I N G   |   S I D I N G   |   W I N D O W S   |   G U T T E R S   |   P A I N T I N G   |   E M E R G E N C Y  T A R P I N G
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M c K i n n e y ,  T X
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Marco’s Pizza of McKinney is a locally owned and operated pizzeria with close 
ties to the community. Gregg Williams is dedicated to building strong local 
relationships.

The chain was originally founded by Pasquale “Pat” Giammarco, whose family 
moved from Italy when he was nine years old. Pat grew up working in his family’s 
pizzeria, and as an adult he embarked on a mission to make high quality pizza on 
a larger scale.

Giammarco established three standards in order to deliver the consistent levels of 
quality and freshness that’s expected of Marco’s products:

      Dough made fresh daily in each store
Proprietary family sauce recipe that blends imported spices and three types of 
vine-ripened tomatoes
Exclusive blend of three fresh cheeses (never frozen, unlike many pizza chains).

Marco’s Pizza
2741 Virginia Parkway #700
1/2 mile west of North Central Expressway

Undercover Boss, a CBS television 
show recently featured Marco’s Pizza 
January 29. COO Byron Stephens 
visited the McKinney location 
disguised as a new delivery driver. 
Howard Rose, a local employee, was 
highlighted on the show as Stephens 
accompanied him on local deliveries.

Best of McKinney 2015
Pizza Restaurant

Virginia Pkwy.
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an 
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75

XLarge
2 Topping Pizza

$12.99 Offer expires
4/5/16. 
Coupon code 
HD26

Gregg Williams &
Howard Rose

1 Large Specialty Pizza 
AND 

1 Large 1 Topping Pizza

$21.99 Offer expires
4/5/16. 
Coupon code 
HD2268214-592-0772
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1414 S Tennessee St. 
McKinney, TX

(972) 542-0100
25%
OFF

Screen 
Print

Orders
On � rst orders only

www.mckinneytees.com
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Embroidery • Screen Printing 
Vinyl Applications

Computer 

Crashed?” 
We can recover your data 

plus clean and secure your 
computer of viruses 

and spyware

1515 S. McDonald St, Suite 111 | McKinney | (972) 747-5110

COMPUTERS

mention 
this ad for 

20% off any 
service

McKinney Gold & Diamond

MB U Y 
&  S E L L
G O L D

I N  H O U S E
J E W E L R Y 
R E P A I R

3050 S. CENTRAL EXPWY.  •  MCKINNEY •  972-548-9995

WE  SERVICE  ALL WATCHES, INCLUDING ROLEX.  
WE ALSO SELL WATCH BATTERIES.

W E  N O W  B U Y  A N D  S E L L  S P O R T  C O L L E C T I B L E S ! 

Your full service jewelry store

Love for Your Trees with
Leo & Bros Tree Services
Love for Your Trees with
Leo & Bros Tree ServicesLeo & Bros Tree Services

www.leoandbrostreeservices.com    •    leor6565@yahoo.com

25 Years Experience
State Champ for Tree Climbing
Certifi ed Arborist TX-3670A 
Fully Insured

Call now to schedule your 
FREE estimate

 $100 off 
any service of $500 or more

CALL LEO TODAY AT 469-443-2268

Specializing in trimming and removal

Storm Damage EmergencyCabling 

WE D
O QUALITY WORK
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唀渀椀瘀攀爀猀愀氀 䄀爀焀甀愀琀椀 
䘀䘀爀愀洀攀猀⸀

倀爀攀猀攀渀琀 挀漀甀瀀漀渀
愀琀 琀椀洀攀 漀昀 猀愀氀攀⸀

HIGHEST RATED
fine dining in McKinney

214.701.4409 • WWW.ECLAIRBISTRO.COM

216 EAST VIRGINIA STREET • MCKINNEY, TX 75069
IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MCKINNEY

1/2 PRICE
BOTTLES OF WINE

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY
With purchase of Two Entrees. 
Some limits may apply. Expires 4/7/16.

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN • FRENCH INSPIRED

2ND FLOOR 
LIVE JAZZ 

AND 
PRIVATE 

EVENT 
LOUNGE
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3/29/16.

$5.00 
OFF

a $50 and higher 
cookie arrangement

McKinney Store Only

$3.00 
OFF
a cookie 

cake 
McKinney Store Only

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

3/31/16 3/31/16

Don’t forget March Holidays!

cookie arrangement

2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

traditional 
mexican cuisine 
faithful to the 
true fl avors of 

mexico

complementary 
dessert with 

entree purchase
Not Valid on Lunch Combos or 

To Go Orders. Exp 3/31/16.

Brunch
on Sundays

from 10:30am to 3pm

119 W. Virginia St. • McKinney • 214.548.4258 • www.biensalsa.com
(Located in Historic Downtown McKinney)

Come try our
Huevos 

Rancheros

8 8
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The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!

NOW OPENat Firewheel

STAINMASTER 60-DAY LOVE IT OR 
REPLACE IT WARRANTY!
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS!


