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PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE

VOTER ID REQUIRED

Texas voters are required to present one of seven 
specific forms of photo identification before they may 
cast their ballot.

Under Senate Bill 14, which was passed by the Texas 
Legislature in 2011 but did not take effect until a 
decision by the U.S. Supreme Court on June 25, 2013, 
voters must present one of the following forms of ID to 
vote:

• Texas driver’s license issued by the Texas Department of 
Public Safety

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS

• Texas personal ID card issued by DPS

• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS

• U.S. military ID card containing the cardholder’s  
photograph

• U.S. citizenship certificate containing the cardholder’s 
photograph

• U.S. passport
 
The following forms of ID will not be accepted:

• Student ID

• Utility bills

• ID cards issued by employers

• Any ID, other than U.S. citizenship certification, more 
than 60 days expired

 
Voters who do not have a valid form of ID can apply for 
an Election Identification Certificate at no cost at any 
driver’s license office. The EIC is valid for six years, 
but any EIC issued to a voter older than age 70 has no 
expiration date. Details on how to apply for an EIC are 
available on the DPS website, www.txdps.state.tx.us/
driverlicense/electionid.htm.

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the 2016 
primary election ballot in the communities defined by 
Community Impact Newspaper’s Round Rock, Pflugerville 
and Hutto coverage area. Only contested county and 
district races are listed. Official campaign websites could 
not be found for certain presidential candidates.

Source: Texas Secretary of State website, www.sos.state.tx.us

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. What is the primary election?

A. In Texas both the Democratic and Republican parties 
hold a primary election to determine which candidate 
should represent each party in the general election. Both 
parties use the primary election results to determine 
how many delegates to assign to each of their respective 
party’s presidential candidates. The delegates then vote at 
conventions to decide their party’s nomination. There are 
155 Republican delegates and 252 Democratic delegates 
at stake.

Q. Can I vote in both the Republican and Democratic 
primaries in the same year?

A. No. In Texas, voters can participate in the primary 

election by voting Democrat or Republican, but not both. 

Q. Will I vote at the same polling location for the 
March primary and the November election?

A. Not necessarily. The number of voters is typically 
lower for the primary election, so the elections office may 
consolidate precincts to fewer polling locations.

Q. Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot? 

A. You may request a ballot by mail if you will be out of the 
county on election day and during early voting, if you are sick 
or disabled, if you are age 65 or older on election day, or if 
you are incarcerated. 

Q. Can I vote for Libertarian or third-party 
candidates in the primary election? 

A. No, the Republican and Democratic parties are the only 
ones who hold primary elections. Other parties select their 
candidates through other processes.

Q. What is the role of a county’s political party chair? 

A. Political party chairs at the county level are responsible 
for much of the groundwork each election season. 
They assist with primary elections, organize voter drive 
campaigns, work with party candidates and recruit 
volunteers and precinct chairs.

Sources: www.texasgop.org, www.txdemocrats.org and www.sos.state.tx.us

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES COUNTY & DISTRICT 
CANDIDATES 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Hillary Clinton
www.hillaryclinton.com

Roque “Rocky” De La 
Fuente
www.rocky2016.com

Calvis L. Hawes

Keith Judd

Star Locke
www.starovertexas.com

Martin J. O’Malley
https://martinomalley.com

Bernie Sanders
www.votebernie 
sanders2016.com

Willie L. Wilson
www.williewilson2016.com

STATEWIDE CANDIDATES

Railroad commissioner
Lon Burnam
Cody Garrett
Grady Yarbrough

Justice, Supreme 
Court, Place 3
Mike Westergren

Justice, Supreme 
Court, Place 5
Dori Contreras Garza

Justice, Supreme 
Court, Place 9
Savannah Robinson

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 2
Lawrence “Larry” Meyers*

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 5
Betsy Johnson

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 6
Robert E. Burns

Williamson County

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 1
Chad Chadwell 
Terry Cook

Travis County

Judge, 345th District 
Court
Melissa Mather
Jan Soifer

Judge, 427th District 
Court
Jim Coronado* 
Tamara Needles

Judge, 450th District 
Court
Chantal Eldridge
Brad Urrutia

District Attorney
Gary Cobb
Margaret Moore 
Rick Reed

Sheriff
Sally Hernandez
Todd Radford
Don X. Rios 
John Sisson

County Commissioner 
Precinct 1
Richard Franklin 
Marc Hoskins 
James Nortey 
Arthur Sampson 
Jeff Travillion

*Incumbent

Compiled by Scott Thomas

EARLY VOTING & ELECTION DAY 
POLLING LOCATIONS

For Travis County polling locations,  
visit www.traviscountyclerk.org.

For Williamson County polling locations,  
visit www.wilco.org/elections.

Sources for candidate listings: www.sos.state.tx.us, Williamson and Travis 
counties’ election offices 



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2016 35Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2016 35

POLITICAL JOB DESCRIPTIONS 

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

U.S. House of Representatives
Texas’ 36 representatives in the U.S. House serve two-year 
terms with no term limits. 

Texas Senate
The Texas Senate is made up of 31 single-member districts. 
Senators serve four-year terms with no term limits.

Texas House
The Texas House is made up of 150 members representing 
districts of approximately 179,700 people each, according 
to 2014 census data. Representatives serve two-year terms 
with no term limits.

Railroad Commissioner

Three commissioners are each elected to six-year terms. 
Despite its name, the commission no longer oversees 
railroads. The commission sets policies and regulations for 
the exploration and production of oil and natural gas and 
manages gas utilities.

Supreme Court of Texas
Nine justices, including a chief justice, are each elected to 
six-year terms. The Supreme Court of Texas is the highest 
court for civil litigation statewide. 

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals
Nine justices, including a presiding judge, are each elected 
to six-year terms. The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
hears cases appealed from trial courts and cases that are 
punishable by the death penalty. The court also has the 
authority to grant habeas corpus to defendants found guilty 
of felony crimes.

Sources: www.govtrack.us, www.ballotpedia.org, www.rrc.texas.gov, http://
quickfacts.census.gov, www.txcourts.gov and www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

STATEWIDE CANDIDATES

COUNTY & DISTRICT 
CANDIDATES 

REPUBLICAN PARTY

Railroad Commissioner
Lance N. Christian
Wayne Christian
Gary Gates
John Greytok
Ron Hale
Doug Jeffrey
Weston Martinez

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 3
Debra Lehrmann*
Michael Massengale 

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 5
Paul Green*
Rick Green

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 9
Eve Guzman*
Joe Pool

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 2
Mary Lou Keel
Chris Oldner
Ray Wheless

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 5
Sid Harle 
Steve Smith 
Scott Walker
Brent Webster

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 6
Richard Davis  
Michael E. Keasler*

Williamson County

State Representative, District 20
Marsha Farney* 
Terry Wilson 

Judge, 395th District Court
Terence Davis
Ryan Larson

District Attorney
Shawn Dick 
Jana Duty*

County Court at Law Judge No. 2
Laura Barker  
Lesli Fitzpatrick 
Brandy Hallford 
Warren Oliver Waterman

Sheriff
Robert Chody 
Mike Cowie 
Randy Elliston 
Bill Kelberlau 
Tony Trumps

County Commissioner Pct. 1
Paul Matthews 
Donna Parker 
Landy Warren

County Commissioner Pct. 3
Valerie Covey* 
Matt Heaton

Constable Pct. 1
Vinnie Cherrone 
Leo Enriquez

Constable Pct. 2
Richard Coffman* 
Mike Pendley

Jeb Bush
https://jeb2016.com

Ben Carson
www.bencarson.com

Chris Christie
www.chrischristie.com

Ted Cruz
www.tedcruz.org

Carly Fiorina
www.carlyfiorina.com

Lindsey Graham
www.lindseygraham.com

 

Elizabeth Gray

Mike Huckabee
www.mikehuckabee.com

John R. Kasich
www.johnkasich.com

Rand Paul
www.randpaul.com

Marco Rubio
https://marcorubio.com

Rick Santorum
www.ricksantorum.com

Donald J. Trump
www.donaldjtrump.com

*Incumbent

POLLING LOCATIONS

Registered voters in Williamson 
and Travis counties can cast their 
ballot at any vote center within 
their respective county during early 
voting and on election day. For a 
complete list of polling locations, 
visit www.wilco.org/elections and 
www.traviscountyclerk.org.

HUTTO
Hutto City Hall
401 W. Front St.
Hutto ISD Administration 
Building
200 College St.

PFLUGERVILLE
Blackhawk Amenity Center
3111 Speidel Drive
Boulder Ridge Community Room
3300 Killingsworth Lane
Brookhollow Elementary School
1200 N. Railroad Ave.
Caldwell Elementary School
1718 Picadilly Drive
County Tax Office
15822 Foothill Farms Loop
Dessau Elementary School
1501 Dessau Ridge Lane
Murchison Elementary School
2215 Kelly Lane
Park Crest Middle School
1500 N. Railroad Ave.
Pfluger Hall and Conference 
Center
203B E. Pecan St.
Spring Hill Elementary School
600 S. Heatherwilde Blvd.
Wieland Elementary School
900 Tudor House Road

Windermere Elementary School
1101 Picadilly Drive

ROUND ROCK
Allen R. Baca Senior Center
301 W. Bagdad Ave., Bldg. 2
Bluebonnet Trail Community 
Services
1009 N. Georgetown Ave.
Brushy Creek Community Center
16318 Great Oaks Drive
Cedar Ridge High School
2801 Gattis School Road
Dell Diamond Heritage Center
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Fern Bluff MUD Community 
Center
7320 Wyoming Springs Drive
Forest Creek Elementary School
3505 Forest Creek Drive
JB & Hallie Jester Annex
1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd.
Round Rock High School
300 N. Lake Creek Drive
Round Rock Presbyterian Church
4010 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock Randalls
2051 Gattis School Road
Round Rock Sports Center
2400 Chisholm Trail
San Gabriel Rehab & Care
4100 College Park Drive
Sleep Inn & Suites
1980 S. I-35
Teravista Community Center
4211 Teravista Club Drive
The Fellowship Church of Round 
Rock
3379 Gattis School Road
Williamson County Annex
211 Commerce Blvd., Bldg. B

Last day to register to vote: Feb. 1
In-person early voting: Feb. 16-26
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Feb. 19
Primary election: March 1

IMPORTANT DATES

Sources: Williamson and Travis counties’ election offices 
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TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1 • DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES Q & A

Experience: Del Valle ISD board trustee and 
precinct chair, past president of the Black 
Austin Democrats, vice chair of membership 
for the Texas Coalition of Black Democrats 

www.richardfranklin4pct1.info

Experience: More than 30 years experience as a project coordinator, inspector 
and plan reviewer; liaison for the downtown Austin Alliance; former police officer

www.arthursampson.com 

Experience: served on campus advisory committees, Sloan Fellow at Carnegie 
Mellon University’s Heinz School of Public Affairs, studied at John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University

www.jefftravillion.com

RICHARD FRANKLIN

ARTHUR SAMPSON JEFF TRAVILLION

Experience: Austin business owner, former 
Texas Senate staffer and lobbyist, former 
Galveston City Council member

www.electmarchoskins.com

MARC HOSKINS
Experience: attorney, member of the Austin 
Planning Commission, Zero Waste Advisory 
Commission member, past president of Black 
Austin Democrats 

www.jamesnortey.com

JAMES NORTEY

I am running for county commissioner, as this is another step that will 
allow me to serve my community.

To provide strong leadership and a new perspective to the challenges 
that people face on a day-to-day basis. From pay equity to economic 
development to issues around affordability as well as re-entry, I am 
prepared to meet those challenges while using my position to advocate 
for all citizens and work toward solutions for the issues in Precinct 1. 

Our community has too many neglected needs and gross disparities. 
I am running to help close the economic and equity divide in Travis 
County by promoting job growth, containing traffic congestion and 
taking meaningful steps to improve affordability.  

Improvement in the quality of life for all residents in Travis County, 
especially in Precinct 1. All of our needs are priorities; it depends on 
your situation. Affordability, transportation, lack of health care and mass 
transit, lack of food access, economic development, pollution of our 
environment and more: These are all priorities that must be fixed.

[Top issues include] public safety; public transportation; infrastructure such as roads, bridges and parks, water 
quality and environmental protection; the relationship between law enforcement and community; affordable 
housing; economic development; illegal dumping on our county roads; and social services for senior citizens, 
the youth [and the disabled]; and mental health.

There are a number of significant problems, but transportation, access to health care, access to safe places 
for families, and youth development are at the top of the list. We need to overhaul a number of county roads 
in eastern and northeastern Travis County. However, one strategy to address relieving I-35 [traffic] is to 
un-toll [SH] 130. 

The residents of Travis County need a voice that is capable of building an alliance necessary to guide 
the future development and improve the services delivered to Travis County and Precinct 1. Some of the 
residents in Precinct 1 are lacking the basic needs for a good quality of life. 

I have lived, worked and been involved in civic issues in Travis County for more than 30 years. I have 
dedicated my professional career to significant issues that confront local and state government, including 
business development, performance measurement and management, process improvement and best 
practices for government operations.

The main issues facing the county are: affordability, transportation, 
economic development and re-entry, or when an individual has been 
incarcerated and is reentering society.

Traffic congestion, a lack of affordability and a lack of economic 
opportunity are our community’s most urgent issues. To contain traffic 
congestion, we must use every tool in the toolbox to get better roads, 
more transportation options and better land planning. We especially 
need improved bus service and more sidewalks in Precinct 1.

I am the only candidate that has been elected to office, as a Del Valle 
school board member and precinct chair, and the only candidate that 
lives in the unincorporated county. I am exposed to and experience all 
of the issues that the county commissioner must address and fix.    

My 30 years of experience and knowledge has prepared me for the responsibilities that I will face as Travis 
County commissioner for Precinct 1. I want to make the commissioner’s office more accessible to the 
residents of Travis County. 

I have studied community development and political science in a number of settings. I attended a 
Historically Black College in Mississippi, studied public administration as a Sloan Fellow at the Heinz School 
of Public Affairs [at Carnegie Mellon] and the Kennedy School of Government [at Harvard] and the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. I have worked in state and local government for three decades.

Voters want to know that a person can perform the duties of the 
office. Being the next county commissioner is more than just 
attending a weekly meeting. It is about utilizing your experience 
and network of influence to understand and service the needs of 
constituents in Precinct 1.

We are at a critical moment, and Precinct 1 has major challenges 
to overcome. I believe my background, experience, involvement in 
the community, detailed policy proposals and proven track record of 
getting things done show that I am uniquely prepared to be a strong 
and effective advocate for the people of Precinct 1.  

Why are you running for county commissioner? 

What are the top issues the county is currently facing?

What are the top issues the county is currently facing?

Why are you running for county commissioner? 

Why should people vote for you? 

Why should people vote for you? 

Compiled by Caitlin Perrone, Scott Thomas and Kelli Weldon
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1 • REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES Q & A

WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1 • DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES Q & A

Experience: finance director for the Travis 
County Sheriff’s Office, certified public 
accountant, chartered financial analyst and 
UT MBA graduate
 
www.paul4texas.com

Experience: Round Rock ISD board member for more than seven years

www.facebook.com/chadwell4wilco

Experience: years of work in science, engineering and high technology; small-
business owner

www.terryforwilco.com

PAUL MATTHEWS

CHAD CHADWELL TERRY COOK

Experience: certified financial planner, 
director of the Brushy Creek MUD

www.donnaforwilco.com

DONNA PARKER
Experience: served on 15 major boards and 
committees, chairing 11 of them

www.landywarren.com

LANDY WARREN

As a Williamson County resident, property owner and father of two 
young boys, I have a vested interest in ensuring Williamson County 
remains a safe and affordable place to live. I am well-credentialed and 
experienced to serve as the next commissioner. 

We live in a great county. I want to be part of a responsible government 
that cares about people. I have an excellent skill set to bring to 
Commissioners Court. I have the financial skills necessary for this job, 
and I have excellent working relationships with our elected officials.

Williamson County has been our home for the last 16 years. It has offered 
our family tremendous opportunities, and as my children have finished 
their education, they are now making it their home. I want my children 
and grandchildren to have the same quality of life that we have enjoyed.

Balancing the increasing burden of county property taxes versus 
individual income growth, managing county’s debt level, traffic 
congestion, fix ‘chip and seal’ in our neighborhoods, improving county 
employee retention and hiring—especially at the sheriff’s office,  
stopping construction of power lines along Brushy Creek

The top issues are transportation, population growth, financial management and delivering effective 
services. These issues need to be balanced carefully so the current taxpayers are not overburdened 
with rising costs. Keeping Williamson County affordable and running efficiently will require experienced 
leadership.

Highest government debt per person in any Texas county our size; Brushy Creek flooding Round Rock and  
flooding in southwest Williamson County’s Forest North subdivision where county has not put in drainage; 
health services for seniors, low-income residents and the mentally ill; increasing property values, rising 
taxes, a wacky appraisal system

I am running because my professional and school board experience can make Williamson County even 
better. I will represent the voice of all citizens so the county is run efficiently yet effectively. Round Rock 
ISD and other governmental entities have a long history of collaboration, which promotes growth and 
commerce. 

Our county has for too long been run exclusively by strongly partisan Republican commissioners who’ve 
managed the county’s money and resources without challenge, and often unwisely. We have more debt/
person here than other Texas counties our size. Now is the time for a new voice. Now is the time for change.

Transportation and debt. We need to balance fiscal responsibility with 
good government. Within the next 20 years, Williamson County will 
almost double in population. We need to implement our long-term 
transportation plan, and we need efficient management of county 
debt. I have Public Funds Investment Act training.

The top issue we face is growth. Most of the other top issues are an 
outcropping of this growth. Transportation, economic development—
job recruitment and creation, maintaining quality education at all 
levels and diversifying long-term water resources are critical to 
ensuring that our quality of life and community continue.

I am the candidate with the most relevant work experience and 
the only one with county government budget experience. I am the 
best-credentialed (CPA/CFA/MBA). I am a lifelong conservative with a 
proven record of fiscal responsibility and defending liberty. I am pro-
life and a defender of the Second Amendment. 

I will listen to stakeholders as I have done over the last seven years with accountability and 
transparency. As a county commissioner I will include citizens in the planning process and will promote 
partnerships with other governmental agencies to keep the overall tax rate as low as possible. 

I believe people deserve a government that respects them, ensures safety, improves quality of life and 
listens to them. I am intelligent, determined, and energetic. I vow to work to resolve issues important to my 
district. I will remind the court that government is of, by and for the people.

I am committed to keeping Williamson County a great place to live, 
work and play. I am running as a ‘balanced conservative.’ I am 
committed to balancing the rapid growth of Williamson County with 
our high quality of life. I promise to work hard for you and listen to you.

I am a proven leader, with a track record of success, in all of the 
issues identified above. I was the Round Rock Chamber’s Citizen of 
the Year in 2008, after living here eight years, for the work I had done 
to that time. I get the right things done.

Why are you running for county commissioner?

What are the top issues the county is currently facing?

What are the top issues the county is currently facing?

Why are you running for county commissioner?

Why should people vote for you?

Why should people vote for you?
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Last day to register to vote: Feb. 1
In-person early voting: Feb. 16-26
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Feb. 19
Primary election: March 1

IMPORTANT DATES
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3 • REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES Q & A

Experience: more than nine years serving as a county commissioner, certified 
public accountant for more than 30 years 

www.valeriecovey.com

Experience: Central Texas business owner since 1997, Marine Corps veteran 

www.facebook.com/heatoninwilco3

VALERIE COVEY* MATT HEATON

We need to continue to plan for the growth and address transportation and infrastructure issues. For example, 
the widening of Williams Drive and Hwy. 195. We also face balancing the growing cost of providing needed 
county services with trying to keep the budget and tax rate down. I serve on the Mental Health Task Force, 
which helps deal with ever-growing mental health issues, especially relating to our veterans.

We are $1 billion in debt and still going. We are spending our taxpayer dollars with out-of-state contractors 
and businesses rather than growing our county through local resources. We are the fastest-growing 
population in the nation yet one of the most in debt per capita populations in the state. 

The Commissioners Court acts as an executive board of the county. The growth of Williamson County 
requires professional leadership and long-term planning skills that I would continue to help provide. I am 
honored to serve the citizens of Williamson County and want to complete some important transportation, 
infrastructure and mental health projects.

Williamson County needs a fresh voice in Precinct 3. Our current commissioner has been in the county seat 
for 10 years and has yet to look for a promotion. Politics should not be a profession in Williamson County, 
and 10 years is too far removed from the realities of your own decisions.  

As a conservative I strive to keep spending under control while using your tax dollars responsibly. In 2015, 
I led the charge to reduce voter-approved debt by $10 million, saving taxpayers approximately $5 million 
and helped protect our AAA bond rating. I have an open-door policy, emphasize communication and am a 
problem-solver. I want to continue to serve this great county.

Williamson County needs a fresh voice and a new set of eyes on our budget and growth patterns. Ten years 
is too far removed from experiencing the realities of your decisions.

What are the top issues the county is currently facing?

Why are you running for county commissioner?

Why should people vote for you?

Compiled by Caitlin Perrone

*Incumbent


