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By Jeff Forward
As oil prices continue to fall and the energy indus-

try makes changes to its workforce, local offi  cials in 
the Katy area are awaiting the full eff ect the industry’s 
downturn will have on the region.

“We’re still trying to get our arms around that,” said 
Lance LaCour, Katy Area Economic Development 
Council president. “Th ere’s still quite a bit of activity 
in the energy sector, but some of the larger companies 

have had some layoff s.”
Th e price of oil in June 2015 was $108 per barrel. On 

Jan. 21, the price per barrel was slightly more than $29. 
Th e lower price of oil, combined with various geopolit-
ical factors in the Middle East, has led many oil and gas 
extraction companies to react to the market changes 
with layoff s and staff  reorganizations.

In the Houston-Th e Woodlands-Sugar Land met-
ropolitan area, which includes Katy, the overall 

unemployment rate for all industries saw an increase 
from 4.3 percent in November 2014 to 4.9 percent 
in November 2015, according to data from the Texas 
Workforce Commission.

Th e federal Bureau of Labor Statistics tracks jobs in 
the oil and gas extraction industry and in the Hous-
ton-Th e Woodlands-Sugar Land region, a total of 
1,100 jobs were lost—from 55,000 in January 2015 to 

Housing market remains stable despite energy industry woes
Katy offi cials wary of effects of oil and gas decline

See Oil slump | 32

Local pump jacks draw oil and gas from a series of wells south of I-10 in Brookshire. The oil and gas extraction industry has been hit hard by layoffs in recent months.
Jeff Forward/Community Impact Newspaper
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SUIT  UP.

LACE UP.

POWER UP.

more info at townelaketexas.com/cfisd-fun-run

at Towne Lake, a Caldwell Community

5K superhero fun run
CFISD Superintendent’s

SATURDAY,  February 27 th •  8:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Grab your cape and join us for a fun run benefiting the Cy-Fair Educational Foundation.  Suit  up in your favorite 

superhero costume,  plus don’ t miss exciting activities,  l ive  entertainment,  food trucks and more! 

067-900 CommImpact Ad Jan 9.1837x11.25 MECH.indd   1 1/7/16   3:32 PM
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© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2015-16 Honor Roll. WC569_011116

A hop, skip 
and a jump.
We’re right here in West Houston and ready
to partner with you in the health care of
your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency room,
pediatric intensive care unit and more than
20 pediatric subspecialties conveniently 
located on site, we offer top care for kids,
close to home. From sports medicine to
gastroenterology to ENT, our specialty 
clinics are staffed by experts in their fields
using the most advanced technology, in 
facilities designed specifically for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation by
U.S.News & World Report and is the highest
ranked children’s hospital in the southwest.
The next time your child needs medical care,
come to us. We’re all about kids. 

For maps and information, 
visit westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

Texas Children’s Urgent Care is now in your
area. Visit urgentcare.texaschildrens.org to
find hours, location and conditions we treat.

Texas Children’s Hospital 
West Campus

18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC569_ad_WC_HopSkipJump_CINKaty_Layout 1  1/11/16  3:05 PM  Page 1
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We’re here to help
At Wells Fargo you’ll find the products and resources you need to  
help your business to take the next step. Just as important, you’ll have 
the ongoing attention and guidance of a banker from your community. 
We’ll take the time to really understand your business — because the 
more we know about you, the more we can help you.

Stop by to speak with a local banker today, or visit  
wellsfargo.com/appointments to make an appointment.

Get the support you need  
to reach your business goals

Deposit products are offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.

© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1986305_16948)

Learn more about 
our commitment to 
small businesses at 
wellsfargoworks.com

1986305_16948 9.1837x11.25 4c.indd   1 12/24/15   6:17 AM
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Your wish for  

coventry • david weekley • perry • ryland • shea • toll brothers • trendmaker 
homes from the high $200s to over $1 million  •  katy isd

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to 
change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, to construct facilities or 
develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are 
no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. A Rise Community.

Visit CaneIsland.com for more details on our grand opening events.

Expect the Unexpected.

sat–sun, march 5–6, 10am–6pm 
14 model homes  •  entertainment, food & giveaways 

C A N E  I S L A N D 

Grand Opening!

has come true.
extraordinary living

CANCO-190 CommImpact Jan GO 9.1837x11.25 MECH.indd   1 1/12/16   5:03 PM
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Welcome to your 
brighter future. 
At BBVA Compass, we believe smart mortgage lending helps 
build strong communities. That’s why we’re committed to 
helping more people achieve the dream of home ownership. 

We have special programs for first time home buyers, low 
to moderate income home buyers, and home buyers in low 
to moderate income census tracts. These programs put 
home ownership within reach with lower down payment 
requirements and reduced fees.

Of course, we offer more than just mortgages. We also provide 
financial tools and educational opportunities to help clients 
gain – and maintain – control of their financial journey. 

That’s how we’re banking on a brighter future.

All loans subject to eligibility, collateral, underwriting and approval, includ-
ing credit approval. BBVA Compass is a trade name of  Compass Bank, a 
member of the BBVA Group. Compass Bank, Member FDIC and an Equal 
Housing Lender. Rev. 12/2015 / #3315

1-800-COMPASS • bbvacompass.com/go/homes

3315 - LMI Ad versions.indd   11 12/16/15   3:14 PM

Call (281) 395-9600 today to schedule a 
complimentary lunch and personal tour and see for 

yourself why we’re still called “THE BEST” in Katy.

The Solana at Cinco Ranch has a new name!

License #136385

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care
24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494

www.arborcincoranch.com
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It’s 2016 and with the 
new year comes not only 
resolutions, but also new 
opportunities.

For me, the new editor 
of the Katy edition of 
Community Impact News-
paper, the opportunity is 
to get to know a dynamic 
community in a new 
state. I moved to Katy 
from Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

vania, in December. Th e weather has been great and, 
as I have discovered, there is a wealth of news and 
stories to tell in Katy.

Th is issue we look back at 2015 and look forward 
to 2016 in “Th e January Issue” special section starting 
on page 9. Th ere are updates on local businesses and 
news about important happenings in the year to come.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Have you been aff ected by the downturn 
in the oil and gas industry?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Would you use Fort Bend County’s 
Safe Streets program on New Year’s 
Eve ?
Yes, it’s a great way to reduce DUIs.

  50% 
No, I’m not going out on New Year’s Eve.

  50% 
Yes, I don’t want to pay for a ride service or taxi.

  0%
No, I already have a carpool arranged.

  0%
Results from an unscientifi c Web survey collected 12/22/15–01/22/16
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In our cover story, we examine the state of the 
energy industry and how the decline in oil prices and 
job layoff s may aff ect the Katy region.

Th ere is a lot going on in the Katy area, and start-
ing on Page 10, we have updates on many community 
projects such as the new Katy City Hall, the Typhoon 
Texas water park at Katy Mills and a Fort Bend 
County sheriff ’s substation planned for the intersec-
tion of FM 1463 and FM 1093.

I look forward to being a part of the Katy commu-
nity. Please feel free to contact me about anything 
that’s going on, with a news tip or to comment on any 
issue we have covered.
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Take care of yourself and get your Mammogram!

* *Women’s Imaging Center Cy-Fair Emergency & 
Imaging Center

Cy-Fair Emergency &

The Imaging Department at Cypress 
Fairbanks Medical Center Hospital is
accredited by the American College of 
Radiology providing quality care and 
advanced magnetic resonance imaging
for breast, brain, spine, head, abdomen,
and more.

Phone:

Fax:

281-897-3121
281-517-4700

10655 Steepletop Drive, Houston, Texas 77065
www.CyFairImaging.com

• Newly renovated MRI Suite
• 1.5 Hybrid Digital Tesla
• Board Certified Radiologists
• Registered MRI

Technologist
• Evening appointments

available daily

• In-network with over 50
major insurance plans

• SensaVue sends visual and
auditory signals from a
variety of media sources

• Patients up to 500 lbs.*
accommodated

• Spanish-speaking scheduler
and MRI Technologists
available

*Fit Testing Available 

MRI.indd   1 5/20/2015   1:04:04 PM

Scheduling Department:

* CyFairWomensImaging.com

*3D Mammograms Available
Call 281-897-3121 to schedule your appointment at one of our 4 convenient locations:

Imaging Center
Women’s Imaging Center

at Cy-Fa ir Hospital
1 1307 FM 1960, Suite 340

 (FM 1960 Near Jones Road)

at Spring Cypress & Gra nt
14044 Spring Cypress

(at Spring Cypress & Grant)
7015 Barker Cypress

(at Barker Cypress & FM 529)
 27126 Highway 290, Suite 200

(at 290 & Mueschke)

 Evening and weekend hours are available.approved imaging technology designed for early breast cancer detection.
These locations offer 3D mammography (tomosynthesis), an FDA

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app
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e ig h t
surprising
secrets of a

satisfying
marriage

join us for a new series starting jan 23/24

www.cof.tv

MARK & LAURA SHOOK

COF Kids has an exciting, 

safe and fun  experience 

planned for all kids

from infants to 5th grade

during each of the services.

saturday - 6:00 p.m. sunday - 9:30 / 11:30 a.m.

CommunityofFaith
8 3 2 . 8 7 5 . 2 5 2 0  •  H W Y.  2 9 0  @  B e c k e r  R d .
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Now Open

1  CVS opened Nov. 26 at 24924 
Franz Road, Katy. Th e store off ers 
pharmacy and photo services as well as 
everyday products and cosmetics. 
281-574-8282. www.cvs.com 

2  Hoodadak, at 1645 Winding 
Hollow Drive, Ste. 205, Katy, opened 
Dec. 21. Th e restaurant makes 
Korean-style fried chicken, chicken 
pops, appetizers and french fries. Th e 
restaurant will off er wine, sake and 
beer in the future. 832-321-3959

3  Neighborhood Wal-Mart opened 
Jan. 13 at 20903 Highland Knolls 
Drive, Katy. Th e store is smaller than a 
traditional Wal-Mart at 40,000 square 
feet and sells a full line of grocery 
products. 832-772-9978.
www.walmart.com/store/4468

4  Postal + Copy Center opened Jan. 
11 at 1708 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 120, 
Katy. Th e store is a shipping outlet 
for UPS and FedEx and off ers faxing, 
copying and notary services. It also 
supplies stamps, business cards and 
passport photos. 281-574-8339

5  Russo’s New York Pizzeria opened 
Jan. 11 at 1708 Spring Green Blvd., 

Ste. 180, Katy. Th e franchise serves 
New York-style pizza and Italian 
meals. Menu items include salads, 
soups, pasta, veal, chicken, seafood 
and cannoli. Th e restaurant also has 
healthy menu items, including chicken 
and kale pizza. 832-981-7727.
www.nypizzeria.com

6  Vogue Cleaners at 1708 Spring 
Green Blvd., Ste. 110, Katy, opened Jan. 
7 and off ers dry cleaning and laundry 
services. 832-437-0803.
 

7  World � eater, a community 
theater operating at the Family Life 
Assembly of God church at 1012 S. 
Mason Road, Katy, held its grand 
opening Jan. 15. Th e theater features 
dance classes and family-friendly 
productions as well as multi-cultural 
productions. 832-552-5115
www.worldwidestage.org

Coming Soon

8  Blackburn Family Orthodontics 
will start seeing patients Feb. 8, at 
the practice’s fi rst location at 5215 
FM 1463, Ste. 700, Katy. Th e practice 
will focus primarily on braces and 
Invisalign for children and adults.
281-769-3095.  

Relocations

9  � e WellPet Center Veterinary 
Hospital relocated and opened Jan. 4 at 
5910 FM 1463, Katy. Th e practice was 
previously located at 6734 Westheimer 
Lakes N. Blvd., Ste. 105, Katy. Th e 
veterinary practice provides medical, 
dental and surgical care as well as a 
range of other services. 281-394-2355. 
www.thewellpetcenter.com

Expansions

10  Family Life Assembly of God will 
be constructing a new 23,000-square-
foot, $3.7 million church building 
on 8 acres of land on Roesner Road 
north of Westheimer Parkway in 
Katy. Th e church held a ground 
breaking ceremony Dec. 19. Th e 
project is expected to take 10 months 
to complete. Building features include 
a 400-seat sanctuary, a kitchen, 
classrooms, a youth room/chapel and a 
playground. Th e church congregation 
will still meet at 1012 S. Mason Road, 
Katy, during construction. Th e current 
location was sold to the World Th eater 
company for a new community theater. 
281-392-0637
www.fl ag.church

IMPACTS

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Holiday weight 
hanging around? 

New Year's Resolution 
and still no plan? 

No more 
excuses!  

Here's your 
solution!

info@premierptstudio.com 

 281-394-5562

Call us for 
your FREE 

phone
coaching 

session!

Plans starting 
as low as $99!

GET 
INSPIRED!

before after



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

The cost of living keeps going up. 

The cost of your funeral doesn’t have to.

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now
and your cost will be locked in. Rest assured. 

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

23350 KINGSLAND BLVD., KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

PRIORITY EMERGENCY ROOM OFFERING 
UPGRADED EXPERIENCE WITHOUT UPGRADED COST
Priority Emergency Room was opened by a small group of board certifi ed 

emergency physicians with the mission to change the way patients 
experience emergency care- by providing exceptional care without 
exceptional cost. They understand the stress and frustration of long 

wait times that are common in hospital based emergency rooms. Their 
freestanding emergency room in Katy gives patients a new and exciting 

option for receiving emergency care. The doctors are able to see 
patients quickly and spend quality time evaluating and explaining the 

care being provided. The services available at Priority ER are the same as 
what is provided at the traditional hospital based ER including x-ray, CT 

scan, ultrasound, sutures, fracture care, lab tests and more. If a patient 
requires hospital admission, the doctor will arrange everything so they 

are quickly and seamlessly transferred directly to their hospital bed with 
the staff expecting them.

 Whether you choose the convenience of Priority Emergency Room or a 
hospital based ER, your out of pocket costs will be determined by your 

specifi c insurance benefi ts. Priority Emergency Room gives their patients 
the option to have their co-payment billed at the time of treatment. For 
more information please visit www.priorityer.com. Come check out our 

awesome treasure chest fi lled with free toys for our littlest patients!awesome treasure chest fi lled with free toys for our littlest patients!

“In Case of Emergency TRUST  
Priority Emergency Room”

23114 Seven Meadows Parkway 
Katy, TX 77494 

281-347-6000 • www.priorityer.com
contactus@priorityer.com Like us on Facebook 

More smiles for Katy!

 FREE 
Teeth Whitening with New Patient Exam*

*Not valid with any other offer or prior services. Free Whitening full fee $198. Not all patients 
will qualify for whitening. Malcolm Ray Scott Jr., DDS and Neetu Chandra, DDS. © 2015 Carus 
Dental. All rights reserved. Carus Dental is a registered trademark of American Dental Partners. 

Offer Free Whitening only for Katy location. Limited time only. Offer expires 3/31/16.

23641 Katy Freeway
Suite 200

Katy, TX 77494 

Interstate 10 Frontage Rd

Katy Fwy

10 1463

Texas Furniture Hut

Call Carus Dental today at 832-412-3778 
to schedule an appointment at our new Katy office.

23641 Katy Freeway, Suite 200, Katy, TX 77494  •  carusdental.com

Here are 3 ways our newest location will make you smile:

WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL 
INSURANCE PLANS.

Don’t have insurance?  
Ask us about our Dental Care  

Advantage plan when you call.

CHILDREN 
WELCOME.

Get the quality care  
you and  your family 

deserve.

FLEXIBLE 
HOURS.

We’re here when 
you need us.

HELLO, NEIGHBOR. We can’t wait to get to know you.

OFFICE!
NEW

 C
LO

SE TO WORK

CLOSE TO HOME
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The Katy High School Tigers won the team’s eighth state championship Dec. 19 with a 34-7 victory over the Lake 
Travis Cavaliers at NRG Stadium in Houston. 

Competitors in the Katy ISD Livestock Show & Rodeo 
goat competition line up to be judged on the event’s 
opening day Feb. 19.

Memorial Hermann is one of four hospitals in the Katy 
area undergoing expansions. The hospital’s new East 
Tower opened Jan 7. 

The Wild West Brew Fest took place at the Katy Mills 
mall May 2, 2015, and featured 200 kinds of beer as well 
as entertainment from Scottish bagpipers.

Members of Hawarang Tigers Taekwondo performed 
kicks and and board breaking tricks at the Katy Rice 
Harvest Festival parade Oct. 3.

Hindu residents celebrated the completion of their new 
temple called the Center of Gayatri Consciousness, 
which opened June 26 at 20914 Park Row Drive.
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You Know Us! We Know Katy Real Estate!

Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

23922 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Suite 123 | Katy, TX 77494
www.GaryGreene.com

As your neighbors, who better to tell the story of our 
community and your home?  

Put our real estate expertise to work for you...
Your profit is our priority!

Mary KiesewetterMary Kiesewetter
©2013 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and 

Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently 
listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.
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City of Katy’s new $7.5M City 
Hall to open in April

Cinco Ranch sheriff substation 
expected to be open by 2018

By Jeff Forward
The city of Katy is getting a new 

City Hall this year—a three-story 
33,000-square-foot traditional style 
building that replaces the offices city 
staff now work in.

“We have carved a lot of these 
offices into spaces with two people,” 
Katy Mayor Fabol Hughes said of the 
current city offices. “This building, 
it’s so outdated. It’s falling apart. The 
[air conditioning] is out of date and 
not efficient.”

The new City Hall will feature 
what Hughes called a traditional 
style that fits in with the commu-
nity. The building highlights include 
Roman columns, brickwork and a 
tower with three clocks facing to 
the south, west and east atop the 
structure. 

Hughes said the design was a result 
of ideas from city staff members and 

feedback from city residents who 
responded to a questionnaire.

The total cost of the project is 
about $7.5 million. The city will have 
paid for the structure in full at the 
time of its opening April 22, Hughes 
said.

“The citizens will own this build-
ing from day one–without a bond or 
a tax increase,” he said.

Kayce Reina, director of tourism, 
marketing and public relations for 
the city, said the building would 
house various city departments, such 
as utility billing, permits, and the 
city administration staff. 

“It will feature a larger and outfit-
ted City Council chambers, ample 
meeting spaces, offices and plenty of 
room for growth,” Reina said.

While some details are still in the 
works, Reina said much of the inte-
rior has been finalized.

“We will be featuring historical 
photographs of Katy along with 
displaying pieces that speak to our 
heritage,” she said. ”Because we are a 
tree city, all of our conference rooms 
will be named after native trees and 
feature artwork specific to each tree.”

Construction on the building is 
ahead of schedule, Reina said, and 
city staff will begin moving into the 
building in March. A grand opening 
ceremony is slated for 10 a.m. April 

22 with free tours for the public, food 
and a guest speaker.

Hughes and City Administrator 
Byron Hebert both credited former 
mayor Don Elder for developing the 
idea of building a new City Hall.

Hebert said Elder first had the 
vision of the new building many 
years ago.

“We put that vision in place four 
years ago,” Hebert said.

By Jeff Forward
Fort Bend County voters in 

November passed a $98 million 
bond package that included funds 
for two new sheriff’s department 
buildings. One of the buildings is 
a substation in the Cinco Ranch 
area, Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy 
Nehls said. 

The expected completion date is 
summer 2017 or early 2018, how-
ever, land has not been purchased 
yet. 

“We’re hoping for some open land 
at the FM 1093 and FM 1463 inter-
section,” Nehls said. “It would be 

centrally located and give us good 
visibility.”

Nehls said the substation is 
planned to be an 18,000-square-
foot, free standing building that will 
cost an estimated $5 million. The 
facility will have temporary holding 
cells, interview rooms and a small 
evidence storage area.

Nehls said the station would be 
staffed by 50 deputies and 10 detec-
tives who will focus on northern 
Fort Bend County.

“We know a majority of growth 
is taking place in the north part of 
Fort Bend County,” Nehls said.

A grand opening ceremony for Katy City Hall is scheduled for April 22.
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Memorial Hermann East Tower 
opened Jan. 7, adds capacity
By Jeff Forward 

Memorial Hermann’s newest 
addition to the Katy campus offi-
cially opened its doors Jan. 7.

“We had the ribbon cutting [Jan. 
6],” said John Kueven, vice president 
of operations for Memorial Her-
mann Katy. “The next day, at 7 a.m., 
we had our first patient.”

The 230,000-square-foot, six-story 
East Tower, located at 23900 I-10, 
significantly increases the hospital’s 
patient capacity and services.

The new tower houses expanded 
surgical suites, intermediate care 
facilities, an intensive care unit, a 

neonatal intensive care unit and 
sleeping quarters, kitchen and a 
locker room for the Life Flight pilots 
and crew.

The tower has 64 beds in private 
rooms. Future expansion plans 
include sports medicine, endoscopic 
services and an additional 300 beds.

“Katy is the fastest-growing area 
in Houston,” Kueven said. “It was 
really about being able to keep up 
with that demand.”

Visit us online at communityimpact.com

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

18 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

18 years in Katy
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Typhoon Texas will have many water-themed features.

The new stadium is expected to have 12,000 seats.
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Katy Family YMCA continues to 
raise funds for second building

Katy ISD to break ground for 
its second stadium in February

By Bethany Knipp 
The Katy Family YMCA is work-

ing toward its fundraising goal to be 
able to start construction on a new 
location. 

“We’ve raised $1.27 million since 
late summer,” said Brian Haines, the 
district vice president of operations 
for the YMCA of Greater Houston. 

As of September, the YMCA 
had raised $1.1 million toward the 
estimated $12 million cost of the 
facility. Haines said the fundraising 
goal is $2.4 million, or 20 percent of 
the total cost of the project. 

“We’re trying to reach a bench-
mark for fundraising to start the 
construction,” Haines said. 

Plans for the new building have 
been submitted to the city of Katy.

The two-story YMCA is planned 
for 41,000 square feet, and Haines 
said within three years, it would 

serve an estimated 30,000 people 
through its programs and services. 

The new YMCA would help 
alleviate crowding at the existing 
Katy Family YMCA, located at 
22807 Westheimer Parkway, which 
has undergone renovations and 
additions to expand its capacity. It 
was built in 2001 and serves about 
50,000 people. Haines said the 
building has been expanded twice. 

Amenities for the new YMCA 
include an outdoor jogging trail, an 
outdoor swimming pool, weights 
and cardio equipment, group 
exercise rooms, a personal training 
room and a child watch wing. 

YMCA members will have the 
option to transfer their membership 
when the facility opens. 

The new YMCA will be located 
south of I-10 in the Katy Main Street 
development west of Pin Oak Road. 

By Bethany Knipp 
Katy ISD will break ground on its 

second sports stadium Feb. 5. 
“Our goal is to complete this 

[project] prior to the start of the 
regular 2017 football season,” KISD 
planner and architect Peter McEl-
wain said. 

The second stadium will be 
located next to the existing Rhodes 
Stadium at 5105 Franz Road. 

The capacity of Rhodes Stadium 

is about 9,800, and the new stadium 
will have 12,000 seats according to 
preliminary plans.

On Dec. 7, the KISD board of 
trustees approved building out the 
second-floor shell space of the sta-
dium for multipurpose uses and for 
the athletics department.  

With the build out and the overall 
stadium construction, the project is 
estimated to cost about $57 million.

Typhoon Texas water park is slated to open at Katy Mills in May
By Jeff Forward 

Katy-area residents will be able to swim 
and splash in the sun this summer at the 
new water park Typhoon Texas at Katy 
Mills.

The 25-acre water park is scheduled 
to open May 27, General Manager Evan 
Barnett said. The water park will be open 
every day of the week from June 3 until 
Labor Day weekend. It will be closed 
during winter months.

“The big elements you have are a wave 
pool and the ‘lazy river,’” Barnett said. 
“There will be two main food concession 
outlets and three smaller concession 
areas.”

Barnett said the cuisine offered will be a 

mix of traditional American fare, barbe-
cue, pizza and sweet treats. The water park 
will not serve alcohol this year, however, 
Barnett said the company is applying for a 
liquor license in the future.

The water park sits on a 43-acre site at 
Katy Mills Circle and Star Lane. The water 
park is slated for 25 acres; the remaining 18 
acres will be vacant in 2016, Barnett said. 
There are plans for possible development of 
those 18 acres in 2017, including expand-
ing the water park or adding retail shops, 
restaurants or other businesses.

The water park will have towers 
equipped with colorful tube slides and 
areas to relax and sunbathe. The park will 
also be available for private parties.
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1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. 

Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

281-394-9272
Mon.-Thurs.: 10 a.m.-7p.m. 

Fri.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-8p.m. 
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Introducing
   

Fragrances

Introducing
   

Fragrances

 Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 

• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art
Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Consuela 

Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley • Spartina
RECEIVE THIS 

LOVE TOTE FREE!* 
With a $100 purchase.  Jan 22nd through 
Feb.12th, 2016. Limit one per customer, 
while supplies last.

LOVE TOTE FREE!*

$70

$185

$150

A retail value of $210

A retail value of $190
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JANUARY
Katy Home and Garden Show 
Jan. 30 and 31 • 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission: $9 (adults), $8 (seniors), $5 
(military ID), free (kids 12 and under)

The 10th anniversary of the Katy Home 
and Garden Show features seminars 
and exhibits. The guest speaker is DIY 
Network TV host Matt Muenster of “Bath 
Crashers.” Show attractions include a 
gift market and an outdoor and garden 
area for patrons. 

Merrell Center and Robinson Pavilion  
6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy 
281-392-2178 
www.katyhomeandgardenshow.com

FEBRUARY
Katy Half Marathon
Feb. 6 • 5 a.m.-11 a.m. • $30 (Kids K), 
$40 (5K), $120 (half marathon relay two-
person registration), $95 (half marathon)

As a part of the Bayou City Half 
Marathon Series, February’s Katy race 
celebrates its second annual event. The 
race includes a kids 1K, a 5K, a half 
marathon relay and a half marathon. The 

From festivals to fun runs, the 
area hosts a variety of events 
throughout the year.

2016

The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show raised $225,000 for various charities in 2015. 
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The annual beer festival brings more 
than 400 craft brews to Katy for an event 
that raises money for a multitude of Katy 
organizations. The event is sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Katy.

Katy Mills  
5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy  
www.wildwestbrewfest.com

Katy Sip n Stroll
April 30 • 5-8 p.m. • $35 (general), $65 
(VIP)

The Katy Sip n Stroll features wine, beer, 
entertainment and food. The event is in 

race grounds feature entertainment, live 
music and food trucks. 

Katy Mills 
5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy 
info@onurmark.net  
www.athletepath.com/katy-half-
marathon

MARCH
Pin Oak Charity Horse Show
March 22 through April 3 • 8 a.m. 
throughout the day (end times vary) Free 
admission (weekdays and Sundays), 
$10 admission (second Friday and each 
Saturday evening) 

One of the largest horse shows during 
the year at the Great Southwest 
Equestrian Center, the event is in 
its 71st year and raises money for 
Texas Children’s Hospital, the Ronald 
McDonald House and Candlelighters 
Childhood Cancer Family Alliance. 
The two-week show features hunters, 
jumpers, American saddlebreds, 
Andalusians, Lusitanos and Olympic 
level jumping. 

Great Southwest Equestrian Center  
2501 S. Mason Road, Katy  
713-621-6290  
www.pinoak.org

APRIL
Wild West Brew Fest
April 23: 4-9 p.m. $30 (general 
admission). 

Compiled by Bethany Knipp

its fifth year.

Villagio Town Center 
7900 Locke Lane, Houston 
 

JUNE
Katy Summer Nights 
June 10 and July 8 • 7-10 p.m. • Free

In this newly developed event series by 
the city of Katy, area residents can watch 
a family-friendly movie under the stars 
with popcorn at Harvest Plaza. Children 
can play on inflatables and moviegoers 
can bring lawn chairs, blankets and 

JordanRanchTexas.com

Coming  SOON!
JordanRanchTexas.com

ComingComingC
Homes from the $290s
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snacks. 

Harvest Plaza
5701 Third St., Katy 
281-391-4800
www.cityofkaty.com

JULY
Katy Freedom Celebration
July 4 • 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (Fireworks after 
dusk): Free

The annual Katy Fourth of July 
celebration starts off at VFW Park with 
infl atables, games and activities for 

children while families can go through 
the Heritage and VFW museums. There 
are activities in the fi re station. Starting 
after dusk, patrons can watch a fi reworks 
show at Katy Mills.  

VFW Park
6202 George Bush Drive, Katy

Katy Mills
5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy
281-391-4800
www.cityofkaty.com

The Wild West Brew Fest will be held April 23 from 4-9 p.m.
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AUGUST
Katy Summer Tailgate
Aug. 12 • 6-10 p.m. • Donation of 
backpacks or school supplies. 

Now in its second year, the Katy Summer 
Tailgate is an end-of-summer bash that 
helps bring school supplies to those 
in need with Operation Backpack. The 
event features infl atables, games, food 
vendors and cheering squads. 

Downtown Katy
Avenues B-C and Second and Second-
Third streets
281-391-4800 
www.cityofkaty.com

OCTOBER
Howl ‘O’ Ween
Oct. 29 • 9 a.m.-noon • Free

The city of Katy hosts an annual event 
for dressed up furry friends. The event 
features a parade and games for dogs as 
well as different pet friendly vendors. 

City of Katy Dog Park
5414 Franz Road, Katy
281-391-4800 
www.cityofkaty.com

Katy Rice Harvest Festival
Date and time TBA • Free

The Katy Rice Harvest Festival features 
live entertainment, a parade and 
activities for children in an event that 
celebrates Katy’s history and rice 

farming heritage. 

Downtown Katy
Avenues B-C and Second and Second-
Third streets
281-391-5289
www.katychamber.com

NOVEMBER
YMCA Turkey Dash
Nov. 24 • 6:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. • $15-$45 
registration (depending on event) 

The Thanksgiving Day YMCA Turkey 
Dash features several races: a 1-mile 
fun run for children, a 1-mile run/walk for 
adults and 5 and 10K races. Proceeds go 
toward the YMCA’s annual fundraising 
campaign. 

Katy YMCA
22807 Westheimer Parkway, Katy
281-392-5055
www.ymcaturkeydash.org

DECEMBER
Katy Old Fashioned Christmas 
Dec. 3 • 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

The event features entertainment, a 
tree lighting, Christmas carols, 40,000 
pounds of snow, a visit from Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus and vendors. 

Downtown Katy 
Avenues B-C and Second and Second-
Third streets 
281-391-4800 
www.cityofkaty.com
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25765 KATY FREEWAY • KATY, TX • 281.395.9900 • ERKATY.COM

+ Average wait time less than 5 minutes
+ All board certi� ed emergency room doctors 
+ Accepting all private insurance

Ready to treat you anytime, day or night.

OPEN 24/7
10

1463

HEB

Pin O
ak Rd.

+ All board certi� ed emergency room doctors 

OPEN 24/7 14631463

+ All board certi� ed emergency room doctors 

A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at
communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community 
what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” 
words that describe you?

We’re looking to  
speak with you.We’re

GROWING

Would he or she like to participate in a research study as a healthy control?
If so, you and your child may be eligible to participate in a Pediatric Registry Study.

If your child is:
• Between the ages of 6-17

• Never been diagnosed with a psychiatric condition
Eligible participants may receive evaluation at no cost. 

You may slo be compensated for your family’s time.

utmooddisorders@uth.tmc.edu | utmoodcenter.org

Do you have a child 
between the ages of 6-17?

Jair C. Soares, MD
713-486-2627
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There’s a welcomed feeling that arrives as you turn the key to a new home. An incredible sense 
of freedom as your kayak glides across the lake or as sunlight dances between the trees lining 
the nature trails. In Bridgeland, an 11,400-acre master planned residential community, you’re 
free to discover all of this and more.

A project of The Woodlands Development Company, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of The Howard Hughes Corporation®. Visit Bridgeland.com

Live where recreation 
meets relaxation.

LAKE BRIDGELAND

www.KatyHomeandGardenShow.com

Shop, Compare 
aND Save!

• See New Products 
• Check out Great Deals 
•  Comparison Shop in ONE 

Location
•  Investing in Your Home Pays!
•  Meet with Reputable Companies
• Learn from the Experts

SHOW ATTRACTIONS
•  PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS  

fOR OuTSTANDING  
LANDSCAPE DISPLAY 
PRESENTED bY:

•  MINI GIfT MARKET

•  GET OuTDOORS!

•  fOOD TRuCKS ARE bACK!!

•  PRIzES AND GIvE-A-WAYS

•  KID’S ACTIvITY zONE, 
PRESENTED bY:

Over 300 exhibits!
Remodeling
Decorating

Landscaping
Kitchens & Baths

Home Theater 
Windows

Siding
Home Décor

Home Builders
Blinds & Shutters

Pools & Spas
Flooring

Granite 
Heating & Cooling
Sealing Products

AND MUCH MORE!

Saturday  Jan. 30  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Jan. 31  11am - 5pm

Adults $9.00*
Seniors $8.00*
Military ID $5.00*
Kids under 12 $FREE

*Facility charges $1 per ticket fee - which will be added at time of purchase.

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!
VALID ON ONE ADULT ADMISSION ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

$1OFF January 30-31, 2016

CIN - J

Saturday  Jan. 30  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Jan. 31  11am - 5pm

Adults $9.00*
Seniors $8.00*
Military ID $5.00*
Kids under 12 $FREE

*Facility charges $1 per ticket fee - which will be added at time of purchase.

HOURS & ADMISSION

Free parKING!

January 30-31, 2016 Merrell Center & 
Robinson Pavilion 

10TH ANNIVERSARY10TH ANNIVERSARY

sPONsOreD bY

On Stage
Saturday & Sunday

MATT 
MUENSTER 

Designer, ContraCtor & 
Host of BatH CrasHers on 

DiY network anD HgtV
Sponsored by: 

SHOW SPONSORS

Katy Mills
Katy Mills

YOU ARE INVITED TO ThE 
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By Jeff Forward 
The owners of Patsy’s Pet Market 

have expanded the services the 
business provides and increased 
the number of days the store 
is open. The pet specialty store 
opened Sept. 1, and co-owner Alex 
McCray said business has been 
excellent.

McCray owns the store with his 
wife, Patsy. The store is now open 
on Monday, has newly expanded 
hours of operation and has a dog 
wash for customers to bathe their 
canine pets.

“It’s really like a dog spa,” Alex 
said. 

The store offers products for both 
dogs and cats, including specialty 
foods, toys and grooming products.

By Jeff Forward
Schmidt Funeral Home now has 

two locations after opening a new 
facility on the Grand Parkway in 
August. 

Cyndi Hoots, managing partner, 
said the new 26,000-square-foot 
location offers traditional and 
personalized funerals as well as life 
celebrations. The new site is also 
the first and only crematorium cur-
rently located in Katy, Hoots said.

Patrons can also opt for grief 
counseling, and there is a reception 
area for celebrations.

“It’s like no other,” Hoots said. 
“It’s absolutely gorgeous. People are 
just amazed. We’ve had many more 
people wanting to use the facility 
since opening.”

By Jeff Forward
Next Level Athletics celebrated 

its 16th year in Katy on Jan. 1.  
Owner Rey Silva said the gym 
has seen a 30 percent increase in 
membership in 2015. 

“We are the best-equipped 
small gym in the state of Texas,” 
Silva said. “That’s probably 90 
percent of the reason why we’ve 
had the membership increase: the 
types of equipment, the facilities 
and the programs.”

The athletic training facility 
has 15,000-square-feet of space 
for mixed martial arts, striking 
programs, adult fitness, youth 
coaching and speed training. 
There are 20 certified trainers on 
staff at the facility. 

By Jeff Forward
BB’s Café in Katy celebrates its 

first anniversary in January, and 
General Manager Jorge Castillo 
said business has been very good. 

The Tex-Orleans restaurant 
serves a variety of food familiar to 
residents of Texas and Louisiana, 
including a wide selection of fried 
seafood dishes, gumbo, New Orle-
ans-style po’boys, fresh crawfish 
and other regional specialties.

The restaurant also features 
traditional fare, such as steaks, 
hamburgers, shrimp and oysters 
along with a healthy menu with 
whole wheat wraps.

“Crawfish season begins in 
mid-January,” Castillo said. “And 
our happy hour is rocking.”

Patsy’s Pet Market Schmidt Funeral Home

Next Level Athletics BB’s Café

From left: Kathryn Nesteroff and Co-owner 
Patsy McCray work with pet owners daily.

Schmidt Funeral Home’s new location has 
the only crematorium located in Katy.
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From left: Colton Walker, owner Rey Silva and 
Michael Matus take a break from training.

BB’s Cafe is a traditional Tex-Orleans eatery 
with regional fare, craft beers and crawfish.

1644 S. Mason Road • Katy
832-437-0401
www.patsyspetmarket.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. noon-5 p.m.

1344 W. Grand Parkway S. • Katy
281-391-2424
www.schmidtfuneralhome.net
Hours: Sun.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

25311 Kingsland Blvd. • Katy 
832-437-9629 
www.nlasportstraining.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Katy Mills Cir.
Kingsland Blvd.
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406 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 400 • Katy 
281-665-7843 
www.bbscafe.com 
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Last year these businesses opened, were coming soon, expanded, or 
relocated. Here are updates on how they are doing now.

99W. Fernhurst Dr.

   Highland Knolls Dr.

S
. M
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d

.

   Bay Hill Blvd. 99

 
w w w. Fi n e L i v i n g G r o u p . c o m  

B u y i n g  o r  S e l l i ng ,  p le a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  t o d a y !  

Jenny Schneider 
832.247.1402 

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  G o l f  C o u r s e ,   
F a r m  &  R a n c h  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l   

Cynthia Berry  
713.705.3047 

April Maestri 
832.264.5419 
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heritagetexas.com

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

MARTHA CLARK
832.256.6118

RITA DONNELLY
832.236.4762

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JANICE IRELAND
281.620.8427

CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

ANITA PICKETT
713.823.6460

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

KATY OFFICE
23123 Cinco Ranch Boulevard, Suite 200 | Katy, Texas 77494 | 281.493.3880

MEMORIAL OFFICE
14340 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77079 | 281.493.3880

FEATURED

LISTING!

CINCO RANCH
9203 LILY GLEN CT.  |  $479,000

BREAKING
NEW GROUND
IN HEALTH CARE. AND IN KATY.

We’ve grown to meet our community’s 
growing need for exceptional care.

In January 2016, we’re officially opening the doors of our 
new east patient tower and second medical plaza. Here,
you’ll find pre- and post-procedure units, intermediate care 
and intensive care units, NICU and OB Special Care suites.
The expansion also includes additional surgery suites in the 
west patient tower. In addition to increasing the size of our
Emergency Center, we are expanding our catheterization 
labs and diagnostic imaging areas. And you can expect all
of our advanced offerings to maintain the highest quality 
and safety standards, because a community as special as 
ours deserves the very best.

memorialhermann.org

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER WITH US. CALL 1.866.441.4567.
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Many of these commercial 
or residential projects were 
announced or in progress last year. 
Here’s what is happening now.

1   The City of Katy’s new City Hall is 
scheduled to open at 10 a.m. April 22. 
The new three-story structure is adjacent 
to the current city offi ces on Avenue C. 
The 33,000-square-foot building cost 
$7.5 million and will house all city staff 
and numerous departments. Decorations 
include a tower atop the building with 
three large clocks facing south, west and 
east.

2   A Kroger store at 1712 Spring Green 
Blvd., opened its doors Oct. 9 in a 
development by NewQuest Properties. 
The shopping center has other business 
that opened in January including Russo’s 
New York Pizzeria, SH Salon, Vogue 
Cleaners and Postal + Copy Center. A 
Massage Envy opened in December. 
Other businesses in the center include 
Subway, Tender Touch Nails and a Kumon 
learning center. 

3   Construction was completed on the  
Memorial Hermann Katy East Tower 
late 2015, and the new facility opened on 
Jan. 7. The six-story, 230,000 square foot 
addition to the Katy medical campus has 
many new services and 64-licensed beds 
for patients in individual rooms. There 
is also a dormitory with a kitchen and 
showers for the pilots and crews manning 
the hospital’s Life Flight helicopter.

4   Elite volleyball center opened in 
September. The athletic training center is 
located near Katy Mills and also offers 
basketball and fencing. 

5   Katy ISD will break ground on its 
second sports stadium Feb. 5. The 
stadium, at 5105 Franz Road, will be 
designed to seat 12,000 people and will 
cost about $57 million. Space on the 
second fl oor will also be built out for 
administrative offi ces. 

6   The Memorial Hermann Convenient 
Care Center in Katy opened in June. The 
project and land for the facility cost $19.1 
million. Located off of the Grand Parkway 
and FM 1093, the center features an 

emergency room, lab services and adult 
and pediatric primary care.

7   Parkside Bella Terra apartments and 
townhomes started construction in March 
of 2015 and was completed in January. 
The luxury apartments, developed and 
managed by Oden Hughes, add up to 
352 units and features include a pet park, 
a car wash, a pool, a theater room, gym 
and cafe. 

8   Cane Island, the city of Katy’s fi rst 
master-planned community, opened and 
had its fi rst occupants last September. 
A grand opening celebration is planned 
for March 5 and 6 with 14 model homes 
open for tour. The community has many 
amenities such as a fi tness center, 
swimming pool, cafe and and gym.

9   Area residents will be able to swim 
and fl oat at the Typhoon Texas water 
park at Katy Mills this summer. The 
water park is scheduled to open May 
27 and will have a 1,500-foot ‘lazy river,’ 
multiple water slides, a wave pool and 
fi ve different food vendor areas. The water 
park is on a 25-acre segment of a larger 
property at Katy Mills Circle and Star 
Lane. The remaining 18 acres may be 
developed in 2017.

10   A new $12 million Katy YMCA is 
planned as a second YMCA location for 
the area. The building will be two stories 
and 41,000 square feet. The building is 
estimated to be completed late in 2016. 
Ground could be broken for the building 
as soon as February. The YMCA has 
raised $1.27 million for the new building, 
with a goal of raising $2.4 million. 

11   The CNG 4 America compressed 
natural gas station opened July 7 at 
24985 I-10. The station allows vehicles 
that have been converted to clean natural 
gas power to purchase fuel along the 
main trucking route through the  Houston 
region.

12   The Highland Knolls area now has a 
new Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market 
after the store opened its doors Jan. 13. 
The Neighborhood Market is a smaller 
version of Wal-Mart with less products 
and 41,000 square feet or smaller.

Map not to scale

The new CNG 4 America, a compressed 
natural gas station, opened on July 7.

The Memorial Hermann Convenient Care 
Center  opened in June near FM 1093.
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Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only... 1) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). 1st Payment is NOT due at lease inception. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. Total Payments: New 2015 GMC Sierra 4DR TX Ed. $10,023,  New 2015 GMC 
Yukon $14,703, New 2015 GMC Terrain $10,452 , New 2015 GMC Acadia $11,661, New 2015 Buick Enclave $12,831, New 2015 Buick Encore $6903 ...All advertised leases in this ad include: early termination & excessive wear & tear fees, 10,000 Miles per year with $.25/mile for additional 

miles, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. All) Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. 

2 AT THIS SAVINGS!
NEW 2015 BUICK LACROSSE

MSRP $34,560, SAVINGS INCLUDE: $1500 
FACTORY REBATE,$6162 BECK MASTEN 

DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

$26,898
2 AT THIS PRICE!

NEW 2016 BUICK 
VERANO

$19,997 $198  39  $0
PER MONTH3 MONTHS3 DOWN3

or

NEW 2015 GMC SIERRA 
4 DR - TEXAS EDITION

$257
PER MONTH

$0
DOWN

3or

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE & 

SAVINGS!

$11,318
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

$27,930 or

MSRP $39,248 - $2500 FACTORY REBATE - 
$8818 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1) 0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. W.A.C... 1st Payment Not Due For the first 90 days from date of purchase. Not available with some other offers. See dealer 
for details... 2) Based on supplier price and customer cash on select vehicles in stock while stock lasts. Not compatible with special finance, lease and some other offers. Take delivery by 1/31/16. See Us for details... 3) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L  Due at 

Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). 1st Payment is NOT due at lease inception. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. Total Payments: New 2015 GMC Sierra 4DR TX Ed. $10,023,  New 2015 Buick Verano $7722. All advertised leases shown in this ad 
include: early termination & excessive wear & tear fees, 10,000 Miles per year with $.25/mile for additional miles, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. All) 

Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family. Incentives May Change after Release of Publication of this ad due to Factory Incentive Changes.

MSRP $25,895 LESS $3920 REBATE LESS 
$2608 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

11300 1960 WESTbeckandmastengm.com
W.A.C... 1st Payment Not Due For the first 90 days from date of purchase. Not available with some other offers. See dealer 
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16% BELOW MSRP ON SELECT VEHIICLES 
IN STOCK2

RING IN 2016 16% BELOW MSRP 
ON SELECT VEHIICLES IN STOCK2

RING IN 2016
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Location. Location. Location. 
Innovation.
Meritage Homes has 4 family-friendly communities in the West Houston area with 

incredibly energy-efficient ENERGY STAR® homes starting in the mid $200s. Plus, with 

beautifully designed floor plans and close proximity to shopping, entertainment and 

thoroughfares, you’ll love where you call home.

The potential amount of energy savings is based on a 2012 average HERS score of 65 or less.  Actual energy savings and performance of any home or any of its features may vary widely, and may be more or less than indicated savings and performance, depending 
on the personal energy consumption choices of the occupants and changes in energy provider rates and programs. Pictures and other promotional materials are representative and may depict or contain floor plans, square footages (All base square footages are 

shown as “A” elevation with masonry and may be greater or less than the base square footage based on the elevation.), elevations, options, upgrades, extra design features, decorations, floor coverings, specialty light fixtures, custom paint and 
wall coverings, window treatments (such as shutters, drapes, etc.), landscaping, pool, spa, sound and alarm systems, furnishings, appliances, and other designer/decorator features and amenities that are not included as part of the home and/
or may not be available in all communities. Home and community information is subject to change, and homes to prior sale, at any time without notice or obligation. Not an offer or solicitation to sell real property. Offers to sell real property may only 
be made and accepted at the sales center for individual Meritage Homes communities. See sales associate for details. Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2016 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved.

Want to know more? Call or visit us online.  
877-715-8720 |  meritagehomes.com/houston
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1. Cardiff Ranch 
Katy • From the low $300s

2. Silver Ranch 
Katy • From the mid $200s

3. Westlake 
Katy • From the high $300s

4. Falls at Green Meadows 
Katy • Only five quick move-ins remain

Where local lives.

Instantly connect 
to news in your 
neighborhood.

Using geolocation, 
communityimpact.com 
identifies the news, 
businesses, events and 
deals nearest to you. 

Scroll through the latest 
stories and discover  
local shops and services  
in your area. 

LOG IN TO
LOCAL
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Katy ISD breaks ground on new facility, set to open new schools
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Katy ISD broke ground for a new transportation center Jan. 6. When complete the center will be able to house 250 buses.

Here is a recap of last year’s 
big news and a look at what is 
happening this year with area 
schools.

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON is 
looking for land and planning for a 
second branch campus in the Katy 
area to accommodate more students, 
university officials said. 

“A UH System task force has been 
working for several weeks, looking at 
land options, and another task force 
is in place to determine academic 
program delivery,” said Richard 
Phillips, UH associate provost of out-
reach and community engagement. 

The current capacity of the UH 
Cinco Ranch campus is 37,000 
square feet and has accommodated 
an average of 1,000 students for the 
last several years, Phillips said.

Phillips said a new location would 
address both capacity and accessibil-
ity issues. 

“The intent is to start with a build-
ing no less than 60,000 square feet,” 
Phillips said. 

With population growth in the 
Katy area, officials with the UH sys-
tem are conducting a demographic 
analysis of the region and plan to 
conduct a survey to develop a more 
precise academic program for the 
second campus, Phillips said. 

The UH Cinco Ranch campus is 
located at 4242 S. Mason Road. It is 
one of four UH campuses: others are 
located in Clear Lake, Houston and 
Victoria. 

“UHS received $46.83 million in 
capital construction bonds to buy 
land and build the first classroom 
building,” Phillips said.

KATY  ISD Katy ISD broke ground 
Jan. 6 on the last phase of its third 
transportation center, a part of the 
district’s 2014 bond package. 

“We actually bought property for 
this facility back in 2002,” KISD 
planner and architect Peter McEl-
wain said. “At that particular time, 
the roads that are currently there 
were not there so we worked closely 
with the county and the major 
thoroughfare plan to ensure that 
roads are in place when this facility 
is developed.”

The South Transportation Cen-
ter is scheduled to open in January 
2017 and will hold about 250 of the 

University of 
Houston planning for 
second Katy campus

• A Dallas-based charter school called  
International Leadership of Texas 
will be coming to Katy. The new 
90,000-square-foot school will be 
built at Porter and Franz roads and 
cost between $23 million and $25 
million. It is scheduled to open in 
the fall of 2016. The charter school 
emphasizes leadership skills and 
students learn English, Spanish and 
Chinese. Developers broke ground 
for the new school Jan. 7. Those 
who apply to IL Texas are accepted. 
When a grade fills up, admission is 
based on a lottery. 

• Katy will be home to a new private 
school campus the British Inter-
national School of Houston, at 
the intersection of North Westgreen 
Boulevard and Franz Road. The 
school will open in the fall of 2016 
and is expected to enroll between 
820 and 1,000 students. The school 
has a partnership with The Juliard 
School in New York City. Features of 
the new campus include an indoor 
swimming pool and a theater. 

• KISD boundary changes were 
made to fill three new schools 
opening in 2016 and relieve 
crowding at two elementary schools. 
The changes do not affect any 
schools east of the Grand Parkway 
and north of I-10. A new junior high 
school and a new elementary school 
will be built in the southwest part of 
Katy while another new elementary 
school will be north of I-10 and west 
of the Grand Parkway.  

YEAR IN REVIEW

district’s 535 buses, said Mike Rob-
inson, assistant superintendent for 
KISD support services. 

McElwain said Phase 1 of the 
new center, located at 3151 Falcon 
Landing Blvd., opened in Janu-
ary 2011 and has bus parking and 
administrative offices. He said the 
district recognized future growth in 
the southwest portion of the district’s 
boundaries, creating a need to build 
a third transportation center. 

The south center includes a sat-
ellite law enforcement office for the 
Katy ISD Police Department and a 
depot for maintenance crews. The 
project cost is $14 million, which 

is about $2 million under budget, 
McElwain said. 

The total 2014 bond package of 
$748 million also included three new 
schools—two elementary schools 
and a junior high school—that will 
open in the fall of 2016. Another ele-
mentary school, a junior high school 
and a high school are scheduled to 
open in 2017.

Other projects include renovations 
at six campuses. 

“Obviously, the weather has posed 
challenges,” McElwain said. “They’re 
all exciting projects that are going 
to benefit the district tremendously 
when they are complete.”

NEW SCHOOLS IN KATY

Compiled by Bethany Knipp
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200 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

watercrestkaty.com

K  AT Y

You want the best retirement possible, and that 
means having the freedom to customize your 

lifestyle.
Be one of the first to experience the difference 

of Watercrest at Katy and take advantage of 
special pre-leasing prices!

1-888-475-2047

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR RETIREMENT
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Meetings
The council meets at 6:30 
p.m. the second and fourth 
Monday of each month. 

910 Ave. C
Katy • 281-391-4800 
CityofKaty.com

Meetings
Commissioners Court 
meetings are held twice 
monthly; schedule and 
agendas are posted online. 

1001 Preston Ave.
Houston •
713-755-5000

Terms and pay
Mayor and council 
members serve two-year 
terms and have a limit of 
three terms. The mayor 
earns $2,666.67 per month, 
and council members earn 
$1,000 per month. 

Coverage
Meeting agendas and 
minutes can be found 
online at Cityofkaty.com

Terms and pay
Commissioners and 
the county judge serve 
rotating four-year terms. 
The county judge receives 
$173,800 per year while 
commissioners earn 
$165,900 per year.

Video Coverage
Meetings are livestreamed 
at harriscountytx.gov/
agenda/

KATY CITY COUNCIL

HARRIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

Top issues for 2016
• New fire station 

Fire Station No. 2, approved by voters 
in 2014, is scheduled to open in April 
2017. City of Katy Fire Chief Rufus 
Summers said the land for the station 
is being surveyed and architectural 
plans are done for the three-bay facility 
on Kingsland Boulevard west of Pin 
Oak Drive. The station will house 18 
firefighters.

• Katy Arboretum 
Work on an arboretum inside the Katy 
City Park is scheduled to begin March 
5, with more than 150 trees and shrubs, 
a walking path and educational plaques 
placed throughout the 3-acre area.  

• Typhoon Texas water park 
The 25-acre water park Typhoon Texas 
is scheduled to open May 27 adjacent 
to the Katy Mills mall. The park will 
feature a wave pool, a ‘lazy river,’ water 
slides and food vendors.

Top issues for 2016
• System demand 

Despite the passage of bonds in 2015, 
demand for countywide systems will 
continue to increase as the population 
grows. The influx of new residents 
strains roads, parks, law enforcement, 
health care and other services. 

• Changing economy 
As oil and gas prices continue to de-
cline, the regional economy is expected 
to be affected. General fund revenue 
for the county has increased for several 
years in a row, but economic challeng-
es could affect that funding and require 
changes to the county budget.

• City and county relations 
The new mayor of the city of Houston 
could push for other opportunities for 
more collaboration between the city 
and county in other areas such as 
parks, libraries and health care. 

Big decisions made in 2015
• New City Hall 

Workers broke ground on the new Katy 
City Hall in January 2015 and construc-
tion has been progressing faster than 
expected. The three-story, $7.5 million 
building is scheduled to open April 22 
across the street from the current city 
offices. 

• Cane Island development 
Construction of homes in the Cane 
Island residential community began 
in June 2015. The master-planned 
community will have more than 2,000 
homes once completed. The city voted 
in November 2013 to annex nearly 600 
acres of land for the development. 

• Religious logo 
In December, Mayor Fabol Hughes 
decided to have the logo “In God We 
Trust” placed onto all city emergency 
vehicles. Katy was the second city in 
the state to make the move.

Big decisions made in 2015
• Bond package approval 

Commissioners Court approved four 
separate bond proposals totaling $848 
million. The bond referendums included 
$700 million for mobility projects, $60 
million for parks and trails, $24 million 
for a new animal shelter and $64 million 
for Harris County Flood Control District 
projects. 

• Toll road completion 
The county completed the first leg of 
the Tomball Tollway—from south of 
Spring Cypress Road to north of FM 
2920—in April. 

• Law enforcement initiatives 
The county appointed a new sheriff, 
Ron Hickman, who has agreed to allow 
the county jail to be managed by a jail 
administrator. Commissioners have 
also made progress on a new joint 
inmate processing center with the city 
of Houston.

“We have a lot of people moving into the 
Katy area, transportation is going to be a 
challenge. We are in the process of planning 
new roads. We also have only two Level 
1 trauma centers; I think we need five. I 
consider this a big priority.” 

—Steve Radack
Harris County Commissioner, Precinct 3
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Meetings
The court meets at 1 p.m. 
the first, second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month. 

401 Jackson St.  
Richmond • 281-342-3411 
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Video coverage
Fort Bend County Commis-
sioners Court meetings are 
streamed live online on the 
county’s website.  

Terms and pay
All court members serve 
four-year terms with no 
term limits. The county 
judge and commissioners 
earn salaries of $127,231 
and $121,172, respectively.  

FORT BEND CO. COMMISSIONERS COURT Top issues for 2016
• EMS response times 

The court will look to provide funding  
to increase the county’s EMS staff and 
equipment to decrease response times. 

• Mobility bond projects 
The county will continue to improve 
roads as outlined in its mobility bond. 
Improvements to Brand Lane, Golfview 
Drive and Harlem Road are all expected  
to be complete in 2016. 

• Fort Bend Toll Road overpass 
The county will complete the construc-
tion of the Fort Bend Toll Road overpass 
above Hwy. 6 in 2016.

• Falling oil prices 
As oil prices decline, the court will man-
age the budget to compensate for any 
negative effects on assessed values and 
to maintain a stable property tax rate.

Big decisions made in 2015
• $98.6 million facilities bond 

Voters passed a bond initiative aimed at 
addressing county needs, such as park 
improvements, library expansions and 
new criminal justice facilities. 

• Emergency medical services 
To improve its EMS program throughout  
the county, the court approved a budget 
increase as well as changes in leader-
ship and ambulance locations. 

• Mobility bond projects 
The county completed a couple of mobil-
ity bond projects, such as the extension 
of West Bellfort Boulevard and Phase 2 
of the Williams Way Boulevard project.

• FM 1093/Westpark extension 
The court finalized plans for Phase 1 of 
the Westpark Tollway extension project. 
Construction is set to begin in February.

The 2015-16 Fort Bend County Commissioners Court, from left: Richard Morrison, Grady 
Prestage, Judge Robert Hebert, Andy Meyers and James Patterson. 

Compiled by Shawn Arrajj, Jeff Forward, and David Pollan 

The 2015-16 Katy City Council, From left: Durran Dowdle, James Mendez Jr. (seated), Mayor 
Fabol Hughes, Charles Brawner, Steve Pierson (seated), J. Gary Jones.
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WALLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
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The 2015-16 Waller County Commissioners Court, from left: Justin Beckendorff, Jeron 
Barnett, Judge Carbett “Trey” Duhon III, Russell Klecka, John A. Amsler.

Top issues for 2016 

• Cane Island development  
The Cane Island residential develop-
ment, which is the city of Katy’s first 
master planned community, had its 
grand opening in summer 2015. The 
community is in the city of Katy but is 
located in Precinct 4 of Waller County. 
The community is expected to have 
more than 2,000 homes when complet-
ed. The community will be connected 
to I-10 by February with the completion 
of the Cane Island Overpass, linking 
the interstate to Cane Island Parkway. 

• Future growth, repairs eyed 
County officials will be studying 
various aspects of county growth 
and development throughout 2016, 
said Judge Trey Duhon III. Faced with 
growing residential sprawl from the 
western areas of Houston as well as a 
need to renovate and replace outdat-
ed buildings, the commissioners are 
expected to tackle various issues and 
may consider a bond referendum. 
Duhon said a 2014 study done by the 
county identified five county buildings 
in dire need of renovations or being 
fully rebuilt. Two buildings in particular 
are in very poor shape, Duhon said–the 
county jail and the justice of the peace 
building that houses the sheriff’s office. 
In order to renovate the buildings, and 
do other construction, county officials 
may consider future bond packages, 
Duhon said. 

Big decisions made in 2015
• Commissioners Court reset

Three new faces joined the Waller 
County Commissioners Court in 2015. 
Voters elected Justin Beckendorff, 
Precinct 4, Russell Klecka, Precinct 2; 
and Judge Trey Duhon to replace three 
outgoing officials. Duhon said the new 
commissioners—who join John Amsler, 
Precinct 1, and Jeron Barnett, Precinct 
3—will help make Waller County a 
better place. 

• Voters OK liquor sales in bars 
Waller County voters in November 
passed a proposition that allows 
liquor to be sold in county restaurants 
and bars. Under a Prohibition-era 
law, restaurants in the county were 
prohibited from selling hard alcohol, 
said Justin Beckendorff, Waller County 
Commissioner Precinct 4. The new law 
allows the sale of beer and hard liquor 
a change Beckendorff said would draw 
more upscale restaurants to the county, 
notably in the Precinct 4 area.

• Duhon to assist criminal court  
Faced with a growing need for help in 
the legal aspects of county business, 
Commissioners Court Judge Trey 
Duhon III has started to assist on vari-
ous criminal matters. Duhon—who has 
a law license—s able to sign warrants 
to draw blood from DUI suspects and 
also assists with probate and juvenile 
court. He will be compensated by the 
state.

Meetings
The commissioners meet 
every Wednesday at 9 a.m.

836 Austin St.
Hempstead •
 800-901-4412

Terms and  pay
The county judge and com-
missioners serve four-year 
terms and have no limits on 
the number of terms they 
serve. The judge earns a 
salary of $80,322 per year 
and commissioners earn an 
annual salary of $61,414.50.

Video Coverage
Meetings can be viewed 
online live at www.co.waller.
tx.us

Now is the perfect time to make your move to  
Cross Creek Ranch. That’s because incredible homes, 
sparkling lakes, beautiful parks, miles of trails and  
a multitude of amazing amenities are already here.  
Begin your New Year in the community you’ll love  

calling home, Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

New year.  
New life. Right now.

Now is the perfect time to make your move to 
Cross Creek Ranch. That’s because incredible homes, 
sparkling lakes, beautiful parks, miles of trails and 
a multitude of amazing amenities are already here. 
Begin your New Year in the community you’ll love 

calling home, Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    
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The signs and symptoms of coronary heart disease in women are not easily 

recognizable. At Houston Methodist West Hospital, our expert cardiologists 

offer the most advanced technologies and specialized treatments to help 

women avoid the disease. By assessing the individual risks of every patient and 

helping establish a plan to maintain greater heart health, we’re preventing heart 

disease in women before it can even begin.

To learn if you’re at risk, visit connect.houstonmethodist.org/heartquiz 
and take a heart disease risk assessment, or call 832.522.5522 

for a physician referral.

1 IN 3 WOMEN DIE FROM HEART 
DISEASE. EARLY DETECTION CAN 
PREVENT IT.

Community Impact: 9.1837 X 11.25” Women’s Heart Tier 2

Houston Methodist West Hospital
18500 Katy Frwy.
Houston, TX 77094
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THE GRAND PARKWAY
After delaying the opening of Houston’s 
third outer loop from the end of 2015 to 
first quarter 2016, officials say drivers 
will be able to access Grand Parkway 
segments F-1 and F-2—from Hwy. 290 
to I-45—in early February.

“We hope to be driving on that [during] 
the first week of February,” said Quincy 
Allen, Texas Department of 
Transportation Houston District engineer. 

Allen said Segment G, which stretches 
from I-45 to Hwy. 59, is expected to 
open after F-1 and F-2 but did not 
specify a target date.

Originally planned for completion by the 
end of 2015, segments F-1 and F-2 of 
the Grand Parkway will consist of tolled 
roadway from Hwy. 290 to I-45, while 
Segment G will connect I-45 and  
Hwy. 59 when completed. Construction 
of the $1 billion tollway has been funded 
and overseen by the Texas Department 
of Transportation.

The Grand Parkway segments will 
provide additional roadway capacity to 
help alleviate the increased traffic 
demand, said officials with Zachry-
Odebrecht. However, construction of 
the project has been hampered due to 
recent weather conditions.

“The project did encounter setbacks 
particularly with the heavy rains during 
the month of May and June,” Cavazos 
said in an email. 

Although the project has been delayed 
from its original expected completion 
date, Zachry-Odebrecht achieved a 
significant milestone in December by 
setting all of the beams and bridge 
decks for the project. A total of  
121 bridge decks and 3,802 concrete 
beams were set for the toll road, the 
company said in a news release.

Conceived more than 50 years ago, the 
more than 200-mile tollway will be 
Houston’s third outer loop when 
completed. Segment E of the Grand 
Parkway, from I-10 to Hwy. 290, was 
completed in December 2013. 
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TEXAS CENTRAL
Texas Central—the proposed high-speed 
rail system from Houston to Dallas—
received approval in August from the 
Federal Railroad Administration to use the 
utility corridor along Hwy. 290 as its route. 

The private railway company has since 
begun a series of meetings with local 
officials and property owners to appease 
residents neighboring the route, Texas 
Central Vice President Travis Kelly said. 

The company hopes to learn the concerns 
of residents who could be affected after 
the project faced some opposition for 
its possible use of eminent domain in 
Montgomery and Grimes counties.

“There was a lot of anxiety [about Texas 
Central], but the more people learn, the 
more productive the conversations 
[became],” Kelly said.

Texas Central hosted the meetings as  
a precursor to the process of attaining 
rights of way in the second quarter 
of 2016 when the FRA environmental 
study is completed, Kelly said. 

Texas Central announced an agreement 
with Archer Western Construction and 
Ferrovial Agroman U.S. Corp. in 
October to provide engineering, cost-
estimation and construction-related 
activities for $130 million. Combined 

Approved 
route

Waco
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with $75 million raised in capital in July, 
the company is halfway toward its goal 
of securing $400 million before starting 
construction, which is expected to 
begin in 2017.   

Texas Central plans to start selling tickets 
in 2020 and give its first ride in 2021.

FM 1093 will be widened from two lanes to four lanes 
starting at the intersection of the Grand Parkway and FM 
1093 and westward to the intersection of FM 1463. The 
Westpark Tollway will be extended an additional 2.3 miles 
west from its current location. 

Timeline: February 2016-February 2018

Cost: $63.9 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County Toll Road Authority, 
TxDOT

One extra right-turn lane will be added from both Fry 
Road and Westheimer Parkway leading onto the Grand 
Parkway in both north and south directions. Once 
completed, there will be two right-turn lanes onto the 
Grand Parkway instead of the current single lane.

Timeline: February 2016-December 2016

Cost: $1.6 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, Emergency 
Services District 100 

An overpass is set to be completed that will cross I-10 
from the south side of the interstate and connect 
drivers to Cane Island Parkway. There will be off ramps 
from the eastbound and westbound lanes of I-10 onto 
the overpass. 

Timeline: The project will end in February 2016

Cost: $7.25 million

Funding sources: TxDOT, Parkside Capital and Katy 
Development Authority

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

WESTPARK TOLLWAY/FM 1093
WIDENING PHASE 1

GRAND PARKWAY/FRY ROAD/
WESTHEIMER INTERSECTIONS

CANE ISLAND OVERPASS
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      Westheimer Pkwy

Compiled by Jeff Forward and Matt Stephens
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By Bethany Knipp
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Handlebar Cyclery 
Bike shop expands, gets safety certificate  

Mar-Mar’s Candy Jar
Sweets store moves to Junk Street Market

O pen for just over a year, 
Handlebar Cyclery—bicycle 
shop with repair and fitting 

services—obtained in October a safety 
and service certification for the BP 
MS 150 charity bike ride that starts in 
Katy. 

The BP MS 150 ride is a charity 
event that raises money for the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

“This area really needed a shop, 
therefore, it needed an MS 150-cer-
tified shop,” general manager Jay 
Jackson said. 

About 13,000 cyclists participate 
in the ride, which is scheduled for 
April 16 and 17. Participants can 
start at one of three locations around 
Houston—including Katy—and ride 

180 miles to Austin.
“Typically [certification] takes two 

years,” Jackson said. “But we had 
really good customers who are good 
fundraisers for the MS 150.” 

In addition to becoming a certified 
shop for the BP MS 150 ride, Handle-
bar also expanded its store space by 
1,000 square feet. 

“We did it to give it a much more 
open feel,” Jackson said. “It gave us 
some really nice breathing room to 
merchandize the store.” 

Jackson said Handlebar Cyclery 
is the farthest west bike shop in the 
Greater Houston area. 

The store also has a bicycle seat 
checkout option for cyclists who 
want to test different seats. 

A fter deciding to close the 
storefront location in August, 
the owner of Mar-Mar’s 

Candy Jar is now selling her products 
inside Junk Street Market in Old 
Town Katy. 

Marcie Payne opened Mar-Mar’s 
three years ago and sells organic 
candies, cotton candy and chocolate 
that she obtains from vendors, some 
from Europe.

Payne said moving into Junk Street 
Market offers her more flexibility. 
The candy products are housed in a 
display within Junk Street and sold by 
the store’s staff.

Payne originally opened Mar-
Mar’s Candy Jar to provide a variety 

of sweets that come in vegan and 
organic options. 

“My son can’t have red dye 40,” 
Payne said. “So I started my own 
research and found out there were a 
lot of things offered but nowhere to 
get them locally.” 

She said gluten, dairy ingredients 
and food coloring dyes are the main 
problem areas in candy for some 
children.

“Kids [who] can’t have dairy, you 
can imagine how much candy they 
cannot have,” Payne said.

Payne used to make marshmallows 
at her old store, but with no kitchen in 
the new location, she’s been forced to 
stop making the treats.

Handlebar Cyclery mechanic Yoshi Yoshida works on a bicycle.
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Marcie Payne, owner of Mar-Mar’s Candy Jar, moved into Junk Street Market in Katy.

5625 Second St.
Katy • 281-391-5865
www.marmarscandyjar.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sat. noon-4 p.m.

26440 FM 1093, Ste. A100 
Richmond • 832-437-7584
www.handlebarcyclery.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sun. 1-5 p.m.
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1093

Westheimer Lakes North Dr.

2nd St.

Avenue A

Avenue B

The Orchard is a safe, secure 
environment offering freedom of 
choice, and a sense of independence 
based upon person centered care.

•  Family owned and operated 
•  Delicious meals 
•  Dedicated waitstaff 
•  Medication administration included  
•  Pet Friendly! 

All backed by  
The Orchard Promise

Call us at  
281-371-3000   
or visit us at  
24802 Kingsland Blvd.  
Katy, TX 77494

www.theorchardkaty.com
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Cocohodo-Sweet Vivian’s
Shop sees school crowds, adds new items 

First Cup Café
Eatery delivers to teachers, expands menu

O pen since July, First Cup 
Café in Fulshear has 
expanded its menu while 

also helping parents in Katy ISD 
show appreciation for their children’s 
teachers.  

“[Parents] can purchase anything 
on our full lunch menu and we’ll 
deliver it to [teachers],” owner Keith 
Hawkins said. 

Hawkins said First Cup started 
the delivery program about a month 
ago. Within about two weeks, had 50 
orders. 

“Our first school was WoodCreek 
Junior High [School],” Hawkins said. 

Hawkins said Seven Lakes Junior 
High School and Randolph Ele-
mentary School also participate in 

the Teacher’s Lunch Box program. 
Hawkins learned of the program from 
a parent. The program originated in 
Georgia. Hawkins said he would like 
to see eight to 10 schools participate.

Hawkins and his wife, Wanda, 
own First Cup with Jason and Missy 
LeBlanc. 

In addition to being a part of the 
Teacher’s Lunch Box program, First 
Cup expanded its menu, which now 
includes a breakfast quiche as well as 
a chicken pita pocket and a vegetarian 
quiche. 

The cafe also started buying local 
coffee from Fort Bend Coffee Roasters 
in Fulshear. 

“It’s been very, very successful,” 
Hawkins said. 

K nown for its nitrogen-blasted 
ice cream, Cocohodo-Sweet 
Vivian’s in Katy has added 

numerous new food offerings for its 
patrons. 

“We have our crepes up and run-
ning now, and we also have soup and 
salad recently added to our menu,” 
owner Charlie Yoo said. 

The cafe and ice cream shop opened 
in June. Yoo said he was just respond-
ing to customers’ needs when he 
decided to add to the menu. 

“I am already open at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday because a lot of people ask 
for breakfast,” Yoo said. “They’re like, 
‘Charlie, 10 o’clock is brunch and I 

need to be eating before 10 o’clock, 
I’m hungry.’”

Groups of school children come to 
see the nitrogen-blasted ice cream, 
which is under the Sweet Vivian’s side 
of Cocohodo as Yoo’s own venture. 

“Basically, I have a formula that 
I make and I shoot it with nitrogen 
and, by doing that, it allows the ice 
cream to be creamy and very dense,” 
Yoo said. 

He said he will have groups of 35 
children come to see the ice cream 
being made. 

Yoo said he’s hoping to expand. 
“Sweet Vivian’s is just a first 

location,” he said. “This is more of a 
template store.”
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                                         S. Fry Rd.

             Flew
ellen O

aks Ln.

11525 S. Fry Road, Ste. 110
Fulshear
281-232-6800
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
www.yourfirstcupcafe.com

Keith Hawkins, a co-owner of First Cup Café, has employees deliver lunch to teachers. 

Cocohodo owner Charlie Yoo makes fresh mango ice cream with liquid nitrogen.

1645 Winding Hollow Drive, Ste. 201 
Katy
832-321-5849
www.cocohodousa.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-11 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-10 p.m.
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Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME KATY’S TOP PRODUCING 

AGENT 4 YEARS IN A ROW!

TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE 5 STAR REALTOR
4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

* out of 520 clients surveyed
Follow the Jamie McMartin Group

281.961.5161 | 3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com | Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com
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westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Katy Freeway

S. Peek 

Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Westpark Tollway

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed 
psychiatric and chemical dependency 
hospital located in Richmond, Texas. 
Westpark Springs will o� er inpatient 
treatment, partial hospitalization, intensive 
outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and 
adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based 
treatment in a professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for 

long-term healing and recovery.

Serving 
the Katy 

Richmond 
Area

ADOLESCENT UNIT OPEN

G
rand Parkw

ay

Now accepting Adults, Seniors, and Adolescents. 
Accepting Medicare, Medicaid and Private Insurance

Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770
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Amy Reed’s path to her 
current job with the city 
of Katy was not a tradi-

tional one. The city’s community 
relations and marketing coordi-
nator found a new career after a 
divorce and wondering what to 
do next.

“I realized that I needed to 
take a leap of faith,” Reed said. “I 
completely found my passion for 
environmental education by hap-
penstance. It was a real blessing.”

Reed works in the city’s parks 
and recreation department, help-
ing with various projects as well 
as working to draw more citizens 
into volunteering opportunities.

Reed moved to Katy from the 
Bryan-College Station area where 
she was the executive director 
of Keep Brazos Beautiful. She 

is a board 
member of 
Keep Texas 
Beautiful. 

“Part of 
my role here is to help create 
volunteer opportunities,” Reed 
said. “It’s a great way to help the 
city and to make friends.”

Katy City Administrator Byron 
Hebert said Reed has been bene-
ficial to the city’s efforts to cre-
ate a more beautiful community.

“The knowledge she brings is a 
great asset,” Hebert said. “With 
her leadership at the state level, 
we’re now able to harness that 
knowledge.” 

“The city is growing,” Reed 
said. “We want people to grow 
with us and be a part of the good 
things to come.”

K aty ISD Police Department 
Chief Robert Jinks leads 52 
offi  cers who protect more 

than 72,000 students and patrol 60 
campuses spread across 181 square 
miles. 

Jinks was appointed to the posi-
tion at the beginning of the school 
year aft er former Chief Mark Hop-
kins retired. 

“Th e department was in good 
shape when I got it,” Jinks said. “I’ve 
got some good people working under 
me, and it’s going real smooth.”  

Jinks began at KISD in 1984 as a 
security specialist aft er a fi ve-year 
stint in law enforcement. Th e KISD 
Police Department was formed in 
1989, and Jinks continually moved 
up the ranks. 

Th e KISD Police Department 
focuses on school grounds and has 
jurisdiction within Katy ISD school 
boundaries. 

“For the most part, [we encounter] 
just small crime like possession of 
marijuana [and] theft . But it can run 

all the way 
up to serious 
off enses,” 
Jinks said. 

Jinks said 
he wants 
the community to become more 
involved and encourages a “see 
something, say something” mental-
ity.

“[Students] hear and know more 
than we will ever know, so I’d like 
to bring them more into the picture 
of policing their campuses, and the 
parents, too,” Jinks said. 

KISD Police Department Deputy 
Chief Keith Meier has worked with 
Jinks for nearly 28 years. 

“You’ve heard the term, ‘they’re 
just good people,’ and that’s what he 
is,” Meier said of Jinks. 

Jinks said he has learned over the 
years that children make mistakes.

“Just because a kid makes a mistake 
doesn’t make him a bad kid it makes 
him a kid [who] made a mistake,” 
Jinks said. 

Amy Reed
Marketing coordinator helps 
connect city, potential volunteers 

Chief Robert Jinks
KISD’s new police chief seeks 
more community involvement 

These individuals were hired or promoted in 2015. Here’s an update 
since they started.

By Jeff Forward and Bethany Knipp
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Assisted Living Like
You’ve Never Seen Before!SM

A Purposeful Life
Anticipating Tomorrow

An Active Life
Enjoying Now

A Connected Life
Exploring Relationships

Have you ever thought of an assisted living community as a place for seniors 
to grow - a place for them to enjoy pursuing passions and deepening family 
relationships? 

We do, and that's what makes Legacy At Falcon Point Assisted Living Like You've 
Never Seen Before! It’s a safe place of detailed care where seniors can be social 
and stay physically and mentally active.

1520 Katy Gap Road
Katy, TX 77494

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com281-394-0628

THE RESERVE AT KATY
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!  

From the upper $400s • (832) 449-2266

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Don’t Miss Our National Sales Event! Jan. 30 - Feb. 15

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of 
the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

CANE ISLAND
New Model Home Now Open!

From the low $600s • (832) 326-5784

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Fully Furnished Model Home for Sale!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680

YEAR
NEW

HOME
NEW
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KATY

PRIVATE 
SCHOOL

While Katy boasts its top-ranked public school 
system, the area also has private and charter 
schools. Community Impact Newspaper compiles an 
annual private school guide for readers interested in 
considering all educational opportunities in Katy.

Compiled by Bethany Knipp | Designed by Dionna Moore

BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
North Westgreen Boulevard and Franz 
Road
713-290-9025
www.nordangliaeducation.com/our-
schools/houston
Grades: pre-K-12
Enrollment: 820-1,000 
Tuition: $20,940 to $26,365
Extracurricular activities:  basketball, 
chess, choir, computing club, cricket, 
dance, drama, gardening, Minecraft 
club, science, Scottish country dancing, 

sketching club, soccer, swimming, tennis

CORAM DEO PREPARATORY 
ACADEMY
Changing locations - TBD
832-607-1526
www.coramdeokaty.org
Grades: K-7 (university model school)
Enrollment: 20
Tuition: $3,700 annually depending on 
grade level 
Extracurricular activities:  art, basketball, 
engineering camp, Lego robotics

FAITH WEST
2225 Porter Road, Katy
281-391-5683
www.faithwest.org
Grades: pre-K-12
Enrollment:  611

Tuition: $8,680-$12,150 annually 
depending upon grade level
Extracurricular activities: band, 
basketball, cheerleading, choir, cross 
country, FFA, fi ne arts programs, golf, 
international club, Pals Program, science 
club, soccer, swimming, tennis, track, 
theater, volleyball

HOUSTON CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
2700 W. Sam Houston Parkway N., 
Houston
713-580-6000
www.houstonchristian.org
Grades: 9-12
Enrollment: 490
Tuition: $21,575 annually
Extracurricular activities: band, 
baseball, basketball, cheerleading, choir, 
cross country, dance, drill team, fi eld 
hockey, football, golf, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, swimming, orchestra, theater

MIRUS ACADEMY
906 Ave. A, Katy
281-392-4477
www.mirus-academy.org
Grades: 3-12 
Enrollment: 95
Tuition: $8,800 annually
Extracurricular activities: drama, math 

Olympiad, Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, Thespian Honor Society, violin

MONTESSORI MOMENTS 
19115 Spanish Needle Drive, Houston
281-578-9838
www.montessorimoments.com
Grades: pre-K–3
Enrollment: 91
Tuition: $620–$898 per month
Extracurricular activities: art, dance, 
gymnastics, piano, soccer, Spanish, yoga

THE OAKS SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
11735 Grant Road, Cypress
713-896-0071
theoaks22.adventistschoolconnect.org
Grades: pre-K-12
Enrollment: 140
Tuition: $5,500-$6,000 annually depending 
upon grade level 
Extracurricular activities: 
basketball, choir, fl ag football, 
student council, volleyball, yearbook

RAINARD SCHOOL 
11059 Timberline Road, Houston
713-647-7246

www.rainard.org
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Grades: pre-K–12

Enrollment: 68

Tuition: $9,215–$19,189 annually 
depending upon grade level 

Extracurricular activities: 
Bookbinding, chess, fencing, hip-hop 
dance, magazine making, robotics, 
theater, strategy games, violin 

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
6646 Addicks Satsuma Road, Houston

281-463-1444

www.seascs.org

Grades: pre-K-8

Enrollment: 389

Tuition: $8,520 annually 

Extracurricular activities: band, baseball, 
basketball, broadcasting, choir, drama, 
football, golf, softball, cheerleading, student 
council, soccer, track, volleyball

ST. JOHN PAUL II CATHOLIC SCHOOL
1400 Parkway Plaza Drive, Houston

281-496-1500

www.jp2.org

Grades: pre-K-8

Enrollment: 716

Tuition: $6,830-$7,920 annually depending 
on grade level 

Extracurricular activities: art club, 
ballet, band, baseball, basketball, 
challenge club, choir, conquest club, 
cross country, football, gymnastics, 
robotics, softball, theater, track, volleyball

ST. JOHN XXIII HIGH SCHOOL 
1800 W. Grand Parkway N., Katy

281-693-1000

www.sj23lions.org

Grades: 9-12

Enrollment: 410

Tuition: $6,430-$7,070 per year 

Extracurricular activities: art club, 
baseball, basketball, cheerleading, 
choir, comedy sportz club, cross 
country, earth club, fi lm club, gaming 
club, lacrosse club, link crew, mock trial 
club, Mu Alpha Theta, National Honors 
Society, science bowl, soccer, Spanish, 

student council, Technology Student 
Association, tennis, thespians club, track, 
Young Conservatives club, volleyball 

TEXAS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
17810 Keith Harrow Blvd., Houston

281-550-6060

www.texaschristianschool.org

Grades: pre-K-12

Enrollment: 250

Tuition: $7,000-$8,500 annually depending 
on grade level

Extracurricular activities: Ballet, 
baseball, basketball, cheerleading, 
football, karate club, soccer, 
tennis, track and fi eld, volleyball

THE WALDEN SCHOOL
16103-A Lexington Blvd., Sugar Land
281-980-0022 

www.thewaldenschool.com

Grades: infant-2

Enrollment: 155

Tuition: contact for tuition information

Extracurricular activities: ballet 
and tap, computers, fi eld trips, 
gymnastics, music lessons, piano, 
soccer, swimming, taekwondo, T-ball

WESTLAKE PREPARATORY 
LUTHERAN ACADEMY 
23300 Bellaire Blvd. Richmond
281-341-9910
www.westlakeprep.org
Grades: pre-K-8 (high school coming)
Enrollment: 186
Tuition: $5,510-$14,350 annually 
depending on grade level
Extracurricular activities: basketball, 
choir, foreign language, robotics, 
soccer, summer camps, track, volleyball 

YORKSHIRE ACADEMY 
14120 Memorial Drive, Houston
281-531-6088
www.yorkshireacademy.com
Grades: pre-K-5
Enrollment: 275
Tuition: $4,000-$16,950 annually 
depending on grade level 
Extracurricular activities: art, computer, 
enrichment classes, library, math madness 
club, music, physical education/health, 
Spanish, tennis

This is not a comprehensive list of private 
schools in the Katy area. If your organization 
is not included, please email us at listings@
impactnews.com.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

t.
 J

o
hn

 X
X

III
 H

ig
h 

S
ch

o
o

l

Note: Tuition fees are from the 2015-16 school year 
and are subject to change. Registration for most 
area private schools begins in January or February. 

ABA and Health and Behavioral Intervention Clinic

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 

Limitless Potential. Unlimited Possibilities.
Dedicated to fostering a dynamic and engaging learning environment, Houston Christian o�ers students 
opportunities to stretch their intellectual abilities, develop leadership skills and explore a wide range of interests 
from athletics to fine arts.  

A highly accredited, independent, college preparatory school, Houston Christian is preparatory school, Houston 
Christian is located on a beautifully appointed 45-acre campus located near the intersection of I-10 and Beltway 8.

For more information about all that Houston Christian has to o�er, visit us online at www.houstonchristian.org or 
call Admissions at 713.580.6020 to schedule a private tour.   

 
 

www.westlakeprep.org | 281-341-9910 | 2330 Bellaire Blvd., richmond tx 77406

PreK3 - 8th grade  • christian foundation • college preparatory 
currently offering soccer, Volleyball, Basketball, Track, Choir

Dedicated to providing academic excellence and spiritual growth that equips our 
students to become courageous leaders as they serve Jesus Christ in our changing world.

Dedicated to providing academic excellence and spiritual growth that equips our Dedicated to providing academic excellence and spiritual growth that equips our 

Middle School opening Fall 2016
high school opening fall 2017
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The Greater Houston area’s close ties to the oil and gas industry has led to numerous 
ups and downs in its economy over the last four decades.

Houston’s historic oil struggles

Downturn 
period

1980s

Early-1990s

Great 
Recession

(2007-09)

Early-2000s

Current 
downturn

(June 2014-present)

$39.50

$23.28

$133.93

$34.40

$105.79

$11.57

$14.51

$39.16

$19.33

$26.55

-53,600 
(-46.3%)

-6,800 
(-10.8%)

-11,900 
(-13.6%)

-4,800 
(-7.5%)

-10,200 
(-9.6%)

-221,000 
(-13.2%)

-18,400 
(-1%)

-120,900 
(-4.6%)

-35,900 
(-1.5%)

 — — —

Peak price* Trough* Energy jobs 
lost

Total jobs 
lost

Seeping into other industries

2016 Projected net jobs gained/lost

Health care

Construction

Government

Accommodation, food service

Retail trade

 Professional, technical services

Administrative support, waste management

Transportation, warehousing, utilities

Finance, insurance

Arts, entertainment, recreation

Real estate

Wholesale trade

Manufacturing

While industries, such as health care, construction and fi nance, are still expected to add 
thousands of jobs in 2016, others more closely tied to the energy sector could struggle.

Education services

+9,000

+7,000

+5,000

+5,000

+5,000

+4,000

+2,000

+2,000

+1,000

+1,000

-1,000

-2,000

-9,000

+700

Jobs added

Jobs lost

*Prices are in dollars per barrel

53,900 jobs in November 2015.
“I don’t know if we’ll ever really get 

an exact number on the impact to Katy,” 
LaCour said of the oil and gas industry 
job losses.

Greater Katy area effect 
Dr. Bill Gilmer, director of the 

University of Houston’s Institute for 
Regional Forecasting, said although 
the U.S. economy is doing well, the oil 
industry is facing diffi  cult times in the 

immediate future.
“It’s the west side of Houston that’s 

going to feel the negative impacts of 
the downturn,” Gilmer said. “Th e west 
side is really going to suff er. 2016 is the 
year we’re going to see a big slowdown 
in employment.”

Th e oil and gas employees that will 
be most aff ected by the downturn are 
centered around Katy, he said.

“Many of those workers are [in Katy] 
because they have access,” Gilmer said. 
“Th at suburb and everywhere around 
there, that is ground zero for all those 
engineers, chemists and geophysicists. 
It’s ground zero for the kinds of jobs 

at risk.”
Clark Martinson, general manager of 

the Energy Corridor District, said the 
problems facing the oil and gas indus-
try are unique and although there have 
been layoff s, many companies are off er-
ing early retirement packages as well 
as reorganizing their staff s to be more 
effi  cient.

“It’s a diff erent kind of layoff  situation 
than I’ve seen in the past,” Martinson 
said. “Not all of these people are losing 
their jobs.”

Although many other industries such 
as food service, retail sales, construc-
tion and offi  ce space leasing have not 
seen declines in revenue, or job losses, 
some expect 2016 will be the year when 
the true eff ects of the oil and gas indus-
try layoff s will be felt.

Gilmer said the Houston region 
added about 680,000 residents between 
2003 and 2012, which led to construc-
tion of new offi  ce buildings, hotels, 
housing and restaurants to accommo-
date the infl ux of new residents.

Gilmer said the region now has too 
much offi  ce space, and local municipal-
ities are still issuing occupancy permits 
for expected population increases that 
may not happen.

“We have way overbuilt,” he said.
Th e eff ect on the local hotel and din-

ing industries may be felt, too, Gilmer 
said.

“When people go out to eat, they’re 
not getting the most expensive items on 
the menu,” he said. “Hotels in Houston 
are very dependent on business travel-
ers. Right now, conferences are being 
canceled.”

City of Katy concerns 
Byron Hebert, city administrator for 

the city of Katy, said the city has had a 

sales tax increase of an average of 5 per-
cent for the past three years. In 2016, 
city offi  cials are predicting only a 1 to 
3 percent growth in sales tax revenue.

“Th e city is not immune,” Hebert 
said. “Th e city is going to feel it. It is 
feeling it now. Any time the Energy 
Corridor has troubles, you really have 
to pay attention to your sales tax rev-
enue.”

Hebert, who was the city’s fi nance 
director for 14 years before becoming 
city administrator in 2014, said during 
past recessions the city could rely on 
the energy industry to help weather the 
storm. Th at is no longer the case, he 
said.

“Depending on how long this lasts, 
we’re going to have to look at next year’s 
budget,” Hebert said. “Th e longer this 
goes, how bad it gets, no one knows.”

One of the biggest areas expected to 
be aff ected is construction.

“You’re going to see a pullback on 
construction spending,” Hebert said.

Local restaurants prepare
Several area restaurant owners and 

managers said the oil and gas industry 
layoff s will have mixed eff ects on their 
businesses.

Jorge Sneider, co-owner of Las Ala-
medas Mexican Grill in Katy, said he 
has heard a lot of complaints from 
other restaurant owners as well as food 
vendors regarding the economy.

“Th ere’s a lot of speculation as to 
why. Probably No. 1 is oil and gas,” 
Sneider said. “Th e vendors tell us that 
the restaurants aren’t buying as much 
product.”

Sneider said he does not expect to 
have to lay off any of his own employ-
ees this year, but he is bracing for 
lower sales.

Oil slump
Continued from | 1

By Bethany Knipp

For workers facing job losses in the 
energy industry, there are several 
community resources to help those 
who have been laid off. 

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 
Community church has a job fair twice 
a year for professionals: one on the 
fourth Thursday in January and one on 
the fourth Thursday of July. 

Ed Conner, an Epiphany job fair 
coordinator, said the organization’s July 
2015 job fair attracted 910 candidates. 

“I think we will probably set records 
this January, sad to say,” Conner said. 

Conner said during the Great 

Recession in 2008 and 2009, the 
number of job seekers was also high. 

Conner said those who work in 
accounting, finance, engineering, 
IT, sales, marketing and medical 
professions make up about 75 
percent of the candidates who come 
to the job fair. 

About 50 employers come to the job 
fair, Conner said. 

Epiphany also holds weekly networking 
meetings and monthly seminars 
for people to learn about resumes, 
interviews and salary negotiation 
strategies. 

Conner said he expects attendance 
numbers at those events to increase 

LOCAL RESOURCES

Source: Greater Houston Partnership/Community Impact Newspaper

job resourcesjob resources
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Although home sales slid in some Katy neighborhoods from 2014-2015, the average 
price for homes continued to climb in the majority of the communities.

Katy real estate staying steady

2014 2015

313
HOMES
SOLD

$449,900
AVERAGE

PRICE
320

HOMES
SOLD

$449,234
AVERAGE

PRICE

74
HOMES
SOLD

$308,745
AVERAGE

PRICE
68

HOMES
SOLD

$309,950
AVERAGE

PRICE

49
HOMES
SOLD

$308,439
AVERAGE

PRICE
80

HOMES
SOLD

$307,445
AVERAGE

PRICE

1066
HOMES
SOLD

$350,000
AVERAGE

PRICE
890

HOMES
SOLD

$379,925
AVERAGE

PRICE

58
HOMES
SOLD

$398,825
AVERAGE

PRICE
57

HOMES
SOLD

$449,900
AVERAGE

PRICE
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TEXAS JOBS LOST

HOUSTON
THE WOODLANDS

SUGAR LAND
JOBS LOST

“At worst, we probably expect the 
same sales as last year,” Sneider said. 
“Not improve; not lose money. Sales are 
not as strong as they were.”

Alex Salmassia, owner of Da Vinci 
Ristorante Italiano in Katy, said the oil 
and gas industry decline has had no 
aff ect on his business.

“I don’t see any diff erence [in busi-
ness],” Salmassia said. “I have a small 
neighborhood restaurant. People still 
keep coming.”

Salmassia said it is natural for many 
business owners to blame the oil and 
gas problems for slow sales.

“Everybody thinks that way,” Salmas-
sia said. “I own oil stocks; I understand. 
But oil can go to zero dollars a barrel 
and we won’t be aff ected.”

Will Hong, manager of Sushi Hana in 
Katy, said he has not noticed any down-
turn in sales yet.

“Th e business is still good,” Hong 
said. “We’ve not been that aff ected. 
Most of the people who come to eat 
here, they still come here.”

Housing and multifamily markets 
Bruce McClenny, president of Apart-

ment Data Services LLC, said in the 
Katy area more than 4,000 new apart-
ment units were opened in 2015, and 
at least 2,500 new units are being built 
this year.

However, many of the apartments are 
not being rented, and there is a “fl at-
ness” in sales and high vacancy rates, 
he said.

“Th e market is slowing, and we tend 
to attribute that to the oil industry,” 
McClenny said. “Th ings were going so 
well, and all the sudden it’s not.”

In the housing market, however, 
things are still positive, said Christi 
Borden, a Realtor with Better Homes 

& Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene in 
Katy.

“I think we’re just stabilizing,” Borden 
said of the housing market. “Th ere will 
be more competition, and there will be 
fewer buyers for properties. We’re not 
seeing a backward slide in prices.”

Borden said the main issue she has 
noticed so far is buyer confi dence.

“Th e confi dence level is what I’m 
worried about,” she said. “If we have 
a very prolonged oil decline, that will 
impact pricing.”

Borden said the quality of life in Katy 
helps keep residents in the area even 
when they lose jobs.

“Schools and quality of life, as well as 
our ever-developing retail infrastruc-
ture, will help mitigate some of the 
negative eff ects of the oil-driven econ-
omy,” Borden said. “Th ey’ll stay in the 
area just to keep their children in the 
schools.”

Martinson said one promising aspect 
of the downturn is many of those who 
have lost jobs in the oil and gas sector 
are not moving out of the Katy area.

“Th e people still living here, they are 
starting their own companies,” Mar-
tinson said. “Th e talent we have is just 
going to focus on new startup compa-
nies.”

As for dire predictions of businesses 
closing and mass layoff s in support 
industries, Martinson said he does not 
think it will get that bad.

“I don’t think there will be much 
of an impact,” Martinson said. “I 
don’t see any grocery stores clos-
ing. I don’t see restaurants closing.”
Additional reporting by Bethany Knipp

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

as well. 

Lance LaCour, the president of the 
Katy Area Economic Development 
Council, said the KAEDC could have a 
job fair as well by the end of the second 
quarter of the year. 

He said the KAEDC has been working 
with Workforce Solutions, which has 
an offi ce at Katy Mills, to see how 
people can transfer their skills to other 
industries. 

“For instance, people who may want 
to move from energy to health care 
because health care is growing,” 
LaCour said. 

Jenny Johnson, a manager of 
workforce services for Workforce 

Solutions said the company calls that 
“rebranding one’s skills.” 

“The biggest thing for anyone who’s 
looking for work is that we still have 
jobs,” Johnson said. “It’s how they 
want to transition, if they want to 
transition from where they are into 
another occupation or perhaps this 
is their opportunity to rebrand their 
skills or to look at another type of 
employment.”

• Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 
Community, 1530 Norwalk Drive, Katy, 
281-578-0707

• Workforce Solutions, 5000 Katy Mills 
Circle, Ste. 659, Katy, 281-644-1030

The Katy community offers services to help those who have been laid off or transfer 
their skills from one industry to another. Job fairs are one option for displaced 
workers.

Clay Rd.
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from Houston Metro

Bond funds to help animal shelter 

New open carry laws in effect in Texas, officials help clarify rules 

CY-FAIR With the passing of the 
county’s Proposition 3 last Novem-
ber, the Harris County Animal 
Shelter is poised to receive a $24 
million funding boost to increase 
holding space and improve shelter 
conditions. Voters passed the bond 
proposal with nearly 62 percent 
approval.

Plans include the construction of 
three new buildings in total, includ-
ing a new adoption center, shelter 
holding area and isolation and quar-
antine building to hold sick animals 
and to allow them to be isolated from 
healthy animals.

County officials are in the early 
planning stages for the new build-
ings, and no timetable has been set. 
All aspects of the upgrade will take 
place on property already owned by 
the county.

The existing shelter, located at 
612 Canino Road, was built in 1986 

and is designed to hold about 12,000 
animals per year. In 2014, the shelter 
took in about 25,000 cats and dogs. 
Officials estimate it receives about 80 
animals per day on average and with 
the new facilities, people will be able 
to interact with animals. 

Plans for refurbishing the shelter 
also include making the facility more 
useful for the public, potentially 
including a space for hosting open 
educational events. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

THE WOODLANDS Several new state gun laws went into effect Jan. 1. Most 
notably, handgun license holders can openly carry firearms, and concealed 
carry will be allowed on public university campuses starting Aug. 1.

While concealed carry allows license holders to have a handgun concealed 
somewhere on their person, open carry allows for carrying a handgun in a 
shoulder or belt holster. There were 825,957 license holders in the state as of 
Dec. 31, 2014. 

However, open carry does not mean that any individual with a handgun in 
a holster is allowed to legally carry a firearm, said Mike Holley, chief of the 
misdemeanor division for the Montgomery County district attorney’s office.

“There’s a great misconception that if you have a gun in a holster you can 

open carry, and that’s not the case—you still need a license,” he said.
Holley said one misconception stems from required signage in front of busi-

nesses that do not want handguns inside.  
Texas Restaurant Association spokesperson Wendy Woodland said more 

than 100 restaurant owners attended a November webinar detailing open 
carry laws. Any establishment that draws more than half its business from 
alcohol sales must automatically ban firearms, Woodland said.

In August 2017, a law requiring community colleges to allow concealed 
handguns in buildings goes into effect. Existing law states individuals with a 
concealed handgun license to bring them onto campus, but not in buildings. 

Full story by Joe Lanane and Marie Leonard 

CY-FAIR Officials with 
Sam Houston Race Park 
may have just ushered 
in the start of a new 
racing season Jan. 15, 
but an ongoing dispute 
between the Texas Racing 
Commission and state 
legislators threatens to 
shut down wagering 
at tracks statewide at 
the end of February.

The dispute is related to 
the TRC’s approval of historical racing 
machines. Resembling slot machines, 
the devices allow players to bet on past 
races, but all identifying information—
horse names, race dates—has been 
concealed.

After TRC voted to allow historical 
racing at Texas tracks in August 2014, 
lawmakers with the Texas Legislative 
Budget Board criticized the commis-
sion for overstepping its bounds to 

expand gambling and later threatened 
to defund the TRC if it did not repeal 
the decision. 

TRC voted a second time to keep the 
rules in place in August 2015 and will 
have one more meeting in February 
to consider following orders from 
the budget board to avoid a possible 
shutdown. To date, no historical racing 
machines have been installed at any 
Texas parks. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj
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Historical racing dispute continues

Join us on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00pm for our 
Alzheimer’s Support Group. 
Call 281-599-3334

Did you know 
Alzheimer’s affects 1 in 3 families?
Alzheimer’s takes a devastating toll, not just on those with the disease, but also their caregivers...

we are here for you.

3206 S. Fry Rd., Katy, TX 77450
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Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Work progresses on Grand Texas Gateway to Care
TOMBALL The 610-acre Grand 
Texas Sports and Entertainment Dis-
trict—the new large-scale mixed-use 
complex located in New Caney—is one 
step closer to opening its first phase of 
development.

The estimated 26-acre Speedsportz 
Racing Park is slated for a soft open-
ing in April with a full opening to the 
public by May, President and co-owner 
Alan Rudolph said. After beginning 
work last April, construction on the 
racing park has been delayed four 
months due to inclement weather and 
utility hookup delays, he said.

Rudolph, who is a professional kart 
driver, said the multimillion-dollar 
Speedsportz venue will feature a 
European-style rental kart facility 
and track and a separate high-speed 
performance track. The facility is 
designed to offer racing for drivers 
age 10 and up with regular karts 
that can travel up to 50 mph and 

high-powered karts that can reach 
speeds of up to 90 mph, he said.  

Speedsportz will also feature the 
Alan Rudolph Racing Academy, which 
will offer instructional kart-driving 
courses for children and adults.  

Grand Texas will feature a 150-acre 
theme park, the 40-acre Big Rivers 
Waterpark, the 83-acre Sportsplex, an 
RV park, four hotels, 450,000 square 
feet of retail and dining in a “Down-
town Texas” area and a factory outlet 
mall when complete by mid-2019. 
Full story by Liza Winkler

CY-FAIR With the 2016 open enroll-
ment deadline for the Affordable Care 
Act on Jan. 31, time is running out for 
those who are still trying to navigate 
the complex health insurance mar-
ketplace in time to avoid penalties.

That is where nonprofit Gateway 
to Care steps in. The organization is 
dedicated to ensuring that residents 
of the Greater Houston area have 
access to affordable health care.

“It can be overwhelming for people 
who have never had to navigate the 
health care insurance market before 
and are now being faced with these 
intimidating deadlines,” Executive 
Director Idonia Gardner said. 

The nonprofit helps residents find 
out if they are eligible for health 
coverage and provides assistance to 
help with the enrollment process. 
The number of Texans with health 
insurance has increased by 20 percent 
since 2013 under federal health 

care reform. Insured rates in Harris 
County still lag behind national rates, 
particularly for low-income individ-
uals.

Those who do not sign up by Jan. 
31 must wait until the next open 
enrollment period, which begins in 
the fall of 2016. Individuals expe-
riencing special circumstances are 
given extra time to enroll, Gardner 
said.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj
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3611 Ennis St., Houston
713-783-4616
www.gatewaytocare.org
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Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

REAL ESTATE

WoodCreek Reserve is located south of 
I-10 at the intersection of FM 1463 and 
Kingsland Boulevard. The community 
features homes in a wooded area near 
Buffalo Bayou. Amenities include three 
parks, playgrounds and a recreation center 
with a swimming pool and tennis courts. 
The neighborhood is in Katy ISD, with 
children attending WoodCreek Elementary 
School, WoodCreek Junior High School or 
Katy High School.

Woodcreek Reserve, 77494

26419 Hidden Timbers Lane $483,000
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  4,132 sq. ft.
Agent: Patricia Fletcher             281-493-3880
Heritage Texas Properties – Memorial

907 Windsor Woods  $764,990
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  5,013 sq. ft.
Agent: Joe Rothchild  281-599-6500
Keller Williams Signature

26218 Kingsgate Lane  $550,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,262 sq. ft.
Agent: Lance Loken  281-861-4624
Keller Williams Signature

26126 Arbor Rose Lane  $369,000
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  4,035 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Day                   713-213-1702
Martha Turner Sotherby’s International Realty

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 01/01/2016

Build-out year: Still in production

Builders include: Ashton Woods Homes, 
Chesmar Homes, Lennar, Trendmaker, Westin 
Homes

Square footage: 2,302 – 5,013 sq. ft.

Home values: $296,399 – $725,000

HOA dues (estimated): $1,050 annually  

Property taxes (in dollars):

City Of Katy  0.52672
Katy ISD  1.51660
Fort Bend County General Fund  0.46500
Woodcreek Reserve MUD  0.60000
Fort Bend Drainage  0.21000
Fort Bend County ESD 2  0.09800

Total (per $100 value) 3.41623

13

Homes on 
the market*

$12,565.30

Median annual 
property taxes

$389,344

Median 
home value

95

Average days on 
the market*

3

Homes under 
contract*

$105.78

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (December 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under  — 18/38 2/23 3/48  —

$150,000–$199,999  — 92/53 18/27 14/49 3/10

$200,000–$299,999 2/9 70/74 61/73 62/76 147/71

$300,000–$399,999 10/100 1/4 32/72 38/120 234/97

$400,000–$499,999 9/101  — 17/60 25/166 137/86

$500,000–$599,999 4/82  — 8/74 13/107 69/120

$600,000–$799,999 5/124 1/556 7/51 16/130 62/86

$800,000–$999,999 2/86  — 4/83 2/157 16/153

$1 million + 7/66  — 7/110 3/266 10/204

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494
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Average price of homes sold  Dec. 2014 vs.  Dec. 2015

+14%

+1%

+1% +18%

-1%

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

10

6

1093

529

3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450

 www.cbunited.com/katy

Wishing you a prosperous New Year from your Coldwell Banker 
- Katy family!

Call us today to 
speak with an Agent!

281.579.2300 


