
6 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

10 BUSINESS FEATURE
Buzzles Shaved Ice

20 ICON
Ray Laughter

24 HISTORY
Kuykendahl Road

Volume 2, Issue 9 | Dec. 10, 2015–Jan. 14, 2016 communityimpact.com/socialSPRING | KLEIN  EDITION 

Visions of a third outer loop around the 
Greater Houston area will soon be one substan-
tial step closer to becoming a reality.

Grand Parkway officials said segments F-1 
and F-2—24 miles of tolled roadway from  
Hwy. 290 to I-45—are on target to be complete 
by the end of 2015. However, portions of Seg-
ment G, the stretch between I-45 and Hwy. 59, 
is projected to be complete in early 2016, said 
David Gornet, executive director of the Grand 
Parkway Association, the nonprofit formed 
by the Texas Department of Transportation to 
facilitate the roadway’s development.  

“Assuming the weather stays good, we ought 
to be able to set a target date relatively soon,” 
said George Grantham, TxDOT’s project man-
ager for the three segments. “It would be unre-
alistic to think all 38 miles would be completed 

precisely at the same time, but we expect to 
have traffic on all three segments around the 
end of the year.”

The full project consists of 11 segments span-
ning 184 miles. With the completion of the 
next three segments expected by early 2016, 71 
miles will be open to drivers, connecting Hwy. 
59 South to Hwy. 59 North around the north-
west Houston region.

The completion of the parkway is widely 
expected to make travel easier for people who 
live in northwest Harris County when heading 
to The Woodlands or Katy, Gornet said. Driv-
ers should get from Hwy. 249 to I-45 North in  
10 minutes, and from I-10 West to I-45 North in 
35 minutes, Gornet said.

“The ability to get around the northwest side of 
See Grand Parkway | 26

See Education mandates | 29

Outreach team keeping individuals out of jail

Districts spend millions each year on policies

Sheriff’s office aims to aid 
area’s homeless population

Unfunded state mandates 
costing Spring, Klein ISDs

By Chris Shelton
Targeting the significant 

homeless population in north-
west Harris County—includ-
ing along FM 1960 between 
Hwy. 249 and I-45—the Harris 
County sheriff ’s office created 
the Homeless Outreach Team 
in November.

HCSO has dedicated two 
deputies, a sergeant and one 
lieutenant to the HOT, which 
is a private-public partner-
ship between HCSO and local 

nonprofits. The program’s goal 
is to divert the homeless popu-
lation from jail cells by connect-
ing them with social services, 
HCSO Lt. Robert Henry said. 

“We wanted to look at a dif-
ferent way to help people rather 
than to criminalize them,” 
Henry said. “This program will 
get people off the street and 
into temporary housing.”  

The HOT will also address 
the intersection of homelessness 

By Matt Stephens
While hundreds of school 

districts across the state await 
the results of a state Supreme 
Court case that could change 
Texas education financing for-
ever, Spring and Klein ISDs 
have begun planning for a leg-
islative mandate that could cost 
the districts millions of dollars 
this school year. 

The mandate, which requires 
districts to install cameras in spe-
cial education classrooms, is just 
one of many over the last few leg-
islative sessions that are putting a 
strain on local school districts. 

The state Legislature has been 
requiring districts to pay for 
unfunded mandates for decades, 
said Amy Beneski, director of 

See Homeless | 31

Grand Parkway segments F-1, F-2 on track for 2015, G behind schedule
Tollway projects nears completion 

By Shawn Arrajj and Chris Shelton
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� at do you want for Christmas?
We have a couple �  great choices for you. 

Plus, many more selections in your “style and color”.
Come visit us today in these two fabulous neighborhoods within 5 minutes of the 

Grand Parkway and The Woodlands!

713-702-6334

BETH@FERESTER.COM

WWW.FERESTER.COM

This beautiful enclave is tucked within Augusta Pines with access to 
the neighborhood pools, tennis courts, and available memberships 
to Augusta Pines Golf Club.  Choose one of the heavily treed, large 
lots, on or off the lake.  Five well known custom builders with lots 
available to build your dream home or choose from one of our 
beautiful fi nished homes like the one above.

One of the newest custom neighborhoods, in McKenzie Park. This gated 
area of the neighborhood has three lakes, a neighborhood recreation 
center with pool, walking paths, large lots, great topography, and future 
access direct to I-45 on Mossy Oaks directly into the Exxon campus.  
Besides this lovely home, there are seven other custom homes built by 
four of Houston’s most respected builders, or build your dream home on 
a lot of your choice.

7707 Morgans Pond Court

$1,297,000
Built by Tommy Bailey, renowned Woodlands Builder

4902 Lagos Lagoon Way

$1,150,000
Built by Flair

1½ story beauty has a cool transitional design
4/5 bedrooms • 4½  baths • 4 car garage

Media down • Gorgeous and stylish wood fl oors

One story with wine room • Media
4 bedrooms • 4½  baths • 3 car garage

Lovely decor and large master with sitting area • Charming courtyard 
entry and inviting foyer

www.treslagostx.comwww.lagowoods.com
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to

CURRENT LOCATION
Springwoods Village 
Primary Care Clinic 

FUTURE Hospital, 
Medical O�ce Building 
and Primary Care Clinic

   The Excitement  
        is Building!  

Our New Springwoods Village Hospital and  
Medical Complex will Open in January. 

2255 E Mossy Oaks Road | 346.305.5000 | Spring, Texas | 77389

Want to join the dynamic team at CHI St. Luke’s Health Springwoods 
Village? Visit SpringwoodsVillageHospital.org/Careers for the latest 
career opportunities.

To join in the excitement and watch our progress, 
visit SpringwoodsVillageHospital.org

Springwoods Village

Growing healthier communities. 
As the exclusive provider of healthcare services for Springwoods  

Village, we are building on our commitment to keep individuals  

and families in this growing and vibrant region healthy with:

n A beautiful new full-service CHI St. Luke’s Health– 

Springwoods Village Hospital offering emergency,  

diagnostic imaging, surgery and inpatient services.

n A new home for the Springwoods Village Primary Care  

Clinic, providing non-emergency and wellness care  

seven-days-a-week.

n Access to some of the region’s top primary care  

physicians and specialists from St. Luke’s Medical  

Group – Springwoods Village.  
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It is that time of year 
again when we find our-
selves amid the hustle and 
bustle of crowds searching 
for that perfect gift, shar-
ing meals with friends and 
loved ones and attending 
parties celebrating the 
holiday season. 

I remember what this 
time of year was like when 

I was a child: We would all pile into the car on Christ-
mas Eve in our best outfits to visit grandparents or 
friends to exchange gifts and celebrate. Although peo-
ple today tend to be more scattered across the country, 
mobility improvements are still key to our quality of 
life in northwest Harris County. 

A cover story this month updates our readers on 
the Grand Parkway. Segments F-1 and F-2 remain on 

schedule as crews work to finish them by the end of 
the year while Segment G—from I-45 to Hwy. 59—has 
been delayed to early 2016. Turn to Page 9 for updates 
on other transportation projects as well. 

As you plan your family outings while on vacation 
this month, be sure to visit our Houston Art Guide on 
Page 23 for a list of local art museums, galleries, classes 
and performing arts venues. As always, check out this 
month’s calendar on Page 17 for family-friendly holi-
day events in your backyard. 

Whether you are spending the upcoming holidays 
with extended family or with new friends, my wish is 
that your holiday season is meaningful.  

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Patty McHugh
GENERAL MANAGER

pmchugh@communityimpact.com
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Which type of health care facility or 
expansion are you most likely to use?

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 11/12/15–11/30/15

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How often will you use Grand Parkway 
segments F-1, F-2 or G when they open?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/skl-poll.

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS, download the MyFoxHouston 
app, or log on to www.myfoxhouston.com for more 
local news with IMPACT.

Tune in to KSTAR 99.7 FM or visit  
www.kstarcountry.com for weekly previews of local 
news from Community Impact Newspaper. 

Hospitals with emergency services, diagnostic 
imaging and inpatient beds 20%

Satellite primary care centers and freestanding 
emergency rooms 20%

New or additional specialists in specific  
medical fields 20%

New urgent care facilities 20%

Advances in medical technologies at  
existing facilities 20%

LoneStar.edu/StartUP

Hello Future Officer

Deadline is Dec. 18 APPLY NOW!

The Law Enforcement Academy offers Full-Time Day
and Part -Time Day and Night Tracks starting Jan. 19.
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We are your 
community

Pediatricians
We are 

committed to 
children’s health. 

Conveniently 
located near 

you, we would be 
delighted to have 
your child as our 

patient.

All new patients are offered 
a FREE Meet-N-Greet with 

their new Doctor.

Phone 281-296-7770
www.northwoodspediatric.com
Shahzad Islam Shah, MD. FAAP.

Roxanne George, MD. FAAP.

TWO LOCATIONS!

2616 FM 2920, Suite G, Spring TX 77388

25214 Borough Park Dr, The Woodlands, TX 77380

Certified by  
The American 

Board of Pediatrics.

NORTHWOOD
PEDIATRICS

at FM 2920

Now Open

1  Family-owned restaurant Bleu 
Oyster Bar opened in early November 
with a varied seafood menu that 
features a variety of oyster dishes, 
including oysters Rockefeller and 
charbroiled oysters. The seafood 
eatery, located at 9305 Spring Cypress 
Road, Ste. 101, Spring, offers a full bar, 
including beer, wine and liquor.  
281-251-0596 

2  Food trailer The Pig Stop opened 
Nov. 1 at 7603 Spring Cypress Road, 
Spring. The trailer serves Tex-Mex 
dishes, barbecue and fresh burgers 
as well as pulled pork, chicken 
sandwiches and tacos topped with 
authentic Mexican sauces. The Pig Stop 
also offers catering services.  
281-923-7162. www.thepigstop.com

3  The first hotel in master-planned 
community Springwoods Village, 
Residence Inn by Marriott, opened 

at 22814 Holzwarth Road, Spring, in 
November. The 128-room all-suite 
hotel is an extended-stay option with 
a fully equipped kitchen. Each room 
features a refrigerator, dishwasher, 
stovetop oven, coffee maker and a 
microwave oven. 281-353-2237.  
www.marriott.com

4  Owners Lissa Horn and Alissa 
Sanders opened Body Language 
Boutique in mid-October at  
17611 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. H, 
Spring. The store offers distinctive 
and affordable women’s clothing, 
lingerie, accessories and shoes. 
432-312-1071. www.facebook.com/
bodylanguageboutiquetx 

5  A new Greater Houston area 
location of fast-food restaurant PDQ 
opened Nov. 15 in Vintage Park at 
10723 Louetta Road, Houston. The 
made-to-order menu features fresh 
chicken tenders, sandwiches, hand-
tossed salads and homemade dressings. 
281-520-4015. www.eatpdq.com 

 
6  Boot Barn opened its first Spring 

location in October at 19380 I-45, 
Spring. The store sells boots, jeans and 
hats for men, women and children. The 
Western-wear chain offers shoes and 
clothing that honor American heritage.  
281-288-0109. www.bootbarn.com 

7  Music education provider School 
of Rock opened its first Spring-area 
location in late November at  
22424 Hwy. 249, Tomball. With 
160 locations in nine countries, the 
performance-based school teaches 
music through a team dynamic.  
281-246-4475.  
www.championforest.schoolofrock.com

8  Owner Holly Smiley opened 
Scarlett’s Grooming in October at  
4660 Louetta Road, Ste. 160, Spring. The 
dog salon offers full-service grooming 
and other services such as baths and 
toenail painting. Scarlett’s Grooming 
offers playpens for dogs that are not 
accustomed to crates. 832-823-4701

IMPACTS
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The Cordova Team

19510 Kuykendahl Rd., Suite B Spring TX 77379

281-355-5562
www.esthercordova.com

info@thecordovateam.com

INTEGRITY

281-355-5562
Agentes Excelentes Resultados ExcelentesAgentes Excelentes Resultados ExcelentesAgentes Excelentes Resultados Excelentes
Outstanding Agents, Outstanding Results

Esther Cordova

Lili Reyes

Lynn Stewart

Iris Cordova

Mattie Sanford

Compiled by Chris Shelton 
News or questions about Spring or Klein? 

Email us at sklnews@communityimpact.com9  Preschool and day care facility 
Klein Oak Learning Center opened 
in October at 5706 Root Road, Ste. 6, 
Spring. The Christian-based learning 
center provides a curriculum that 
features reading, social studies, art 
and math courses as well as religious 
scriptures. Klein Oak accepts toddlers 
as young as 6 weeks old for its day care 
program and children as young as  
2 years old for the preschool 
curriculum. Lessons are available in 
English and Spanish. 832-823-4105.  
www.kleinoak-learningcenter.com

10  Animal nonprofit Operation 
Pets Alive launched cat cafe The 
Great Catsby Oct. 17 in Old Town 
Spring at 303 Main St., Spring. A 
trend popularized in Japan, cat cafes 
are growing in number across the 
country. The Spring cat cafe, held only 
on Sundays, allows customers the 
chance to adopt cats while enjoying 
their meals. 925-238-6798.  
www.facebook.com/opatexas 

11  Patricia’s Dance Studio opened 
a new location at the beginning of 
October at 24913 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. A, The Woodlands. Private and 
group classes for children and adults 
are available for ballroom, Latin and 
LaBlast dance fitness. 832-465-3595. 
www.patriciasdancelessons.com

Coming Soon

12  McLaren Houston, a luxury car 
showroom and dealership, will open 
in January at 16210 I-45, Houston. 
The 22,000-square-foot showroom 
will feature a diverse assortment of 
McLaren models. Luxury preowned 
vehicles will also be sold at the 
dealership. 844-663-0534.  
www.mclarenhouston.com 

13  Family-owned and -operated 

Italian restaurant Pasta e Pesto is 
slated to open in mid-December at 
1640 FM 1960, Ste. 1678, Houston. The 
restaurant will serve authentic Italian 
dishes, provide catering services and 
offer refrigerated items customers can 
cook at home. Pasta e Pesto also offers 
delivery. 281-580-7797.  
www.facebook.com/pastaepesto1960 

14  Owner Chris O’Donnell plans to 
open Craft Grill on Jan. 11 at  
25219 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. G110, 
Tomball. The restaurant and bar will 
feature handcrafted cocktails, Southern 
and American food and over 30 beers 
on tap with a focus on Texas craft beers. 

15  A Dick’s Sporting Goods store is 
under construction at Willowbrook 
Mall, located at 200 Willowbrook Drive, 
Houston. The sporting goods chain 
location is projected to open in 2016 and 
will offer high-quality sports equipment, 
apparel, footwear and accessories.  
www.dickssportinggoods.com

16  A Spring location of taco chain 
Fuzzy’s Taco Shop will open in 
early January at 21460 Kuykendahl 
Road, Spring. The restaurant’s menu 
includes Mexican food favorites, 
such as tacos, nachos, burritos and 
sandwiches. Fuzzy’s Taco Shop also 
has a breakfast menu that includes 
breakfast burritos and tacos.  
817-624-8226. www.fuzzystacoshop.com

17  Woodlands-based Avanti Senior 
Living will break ground on Avanti 
Senior Living at Augusta Pines near 
Kuykendahl and West Rayford roads 
in early 2016. The assisted senior 
living and memory care community is 
expected to welcome its first resident in 
mid-2017. The $15 million facility will 
bring more than 60 jobs to the region 
and house up to 150 residents.  
www.avanti-sl.com

18  Anointed Faith Family Church is 
expected to open Impact Preparatory 
Academy in January at 17835 Hufsmith-
Kohrville Road, Tomball. The facility 
will offer before-and after-school care 
for children ages 6 weeks to fifth grade. 
281-374-0816. www.anointedfaith.org

Relocations

19  IKP Family Practice moved its 
Spring location in November to  
21309 Foster Road, Ste. 100, Spring. 
The family practice offers preventive 
health care, gynecological care, 
immunizations, chronic disease 
management and sports physicals. 
The practice moved from 411 Lantern 
Bend Drive. 281-587-1700.  
www.ikpfamilymedicine.com

Anniversaries

20  Curtis Reser Hair celebrated its 
one-year anniversary Dec. 1 at  
3648 FM 1960, Ste. 106, Houston. 
The hair salon offers haircuts, color 
alterations and other hairstyling 
services for men and women while 
offering its own line of hair care 
projects: Pure Foam. Owner Curtis 
Reser has more than 35 years of 
hairstyling experience, mostly in 
northwest Houston. 832-968-0005.  
www.facebook.com/curtisreserhair

In the News 
 
Texas-based grocer H-E-B launched an 
online store Nov. 12 offering a selection 
of 50,000 shelf-stable foods, drug 
store items and general merchandise. 
Products available at the online store 
include H-E-B brands such as Central 
Market Organics as well as national 
brands. Orders can be shipped 
throughout Texas, to 46 states within 
the continental U.S. and to military 
bases worldwide. www.heb.com

The Pig Stop food trailer opened Nov. 1 at 
7603 Spring Cypress Road, Spring. 
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Residence Inn by Marriott opened the first 
hotel in Springwoods Village in November.
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The Great Catsby, offering food and pet adop-
tions, opened in Old Town Spring in October.
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McLaren Houston will sell luxury sports cars 
when it opens a showroom in January. 
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More smiles for Spring!

 FREE  
Teeth Whitening with New Patient Exam*

*Not valid with any other offer or prior services. Free Whitening full fee $198. Not all patients  
will qualify for whitening. Malcolm Ray Scott Jr., DDS and Elizabeth Tea, DDS. © 2015 Carus 

Dental. All rights reserved. Carus Dental is a registered trademark of American Dental Partners. 
Offer Free Whitening only for Spring location. Limited time only. Offer expires 1/30/16.

Kuykendahl Road

North
crest 

Dr

21450 Kuykendahl Rd.,
Suite 140, 

Spring, TX 77379
Fuzzy’s Taco Shop

Pie Five Pizza Co

Red Robin
Gourmet Burgers Call Carus Dental today at 832-263-6278  

to schedule an appointment at our new Spring office.

21450 Kuykendahl Rd., Suite 140, Spring, TX 77379  •  carusdental.com  

Here are 3 ways our newest location will make you smile:

WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL  
INSURANCE PLANS.

Don’t have insurance?  
Ask us about our Dental Care  

Advantage plan when you call.

CHILDREN 
WELCOME.

Get the quality care  
you and  your family  

deserve.

FLEXIBLE 
HOURS.

We’re here when  
you need us.

HELLO, NEIGHBOR. We can’t wait to get to know you.

OFFICE!
NEW    

    
 C

LO
SE TO WORK

 CLOSE TO HOME
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Behind schedule

1  The Grand Parkway 
segments F-1, F-2 and G    
Grand Parkway officials expect 
segments F-1 and F-2—from  
Hwy. 290 to I-45—to be completed by 
the end of 2015. However, contractor 
Zachry-Odebrecht Parkway Builders 
is now expected to complete work on 
Segment G—from I-45 to Hwy. 59—in 
early 2016. Several lanes and ramps 
are closed for construction. Road 
closures through the fall include the 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sklnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Matt Stephens

The project will add signals and other 
improvements at 10 intersections along 
T.C. Jester Boulevard between FM 1960 
and FM 2920. The first four signals were 
activated Sept. 14 at Chapel Bend, 
Aspen Bend and Kennonview drives as 
well as Glenmere Lane.    

Timeline: March 2014-first quarter 2016
Cost: $2.56 million    
Funding sources: Harris County

3   Aldine Westfield Road 
widening
Construction could begin in early 2016 
on the widening of Aldine Westfield 
Road from East Louetta to Riley 
Fuzzel roads. Harris County awarded 
the construction contract to Allgood 
Construction Company and has held 
a preconstruction meeting regarding 
the project. The project has a 240-day 

construction contract and will widen the 
roadway from a two-lane asphalt road to 
a four-lane thoroughfare. 

Timeline: First quarter-third quarter 2016
Cost: $4.18 million 
Funding sources: Harris County

4  Gosling Road widening 
Segment 1 
Harris County has accepted bids for 
the first segment of the Gosling Road 
expansion, from Spring Stuebner to 
West Mossy Oaks roads. The county 
plans to award the project to the lowest 
bidder—Texas Sterling Construction—in 
December. The expansion will widen 
Gosling Road from two to four lanes.    
 Timeline: TBD
Cost: $8.82 million 
Funding sources: Harris County 

5  Hufsmith-Kohrville Road 
widening Segment 1
Harris County continues work on the 
widening of Hufsmith-Kohrville Road. 
Contractor Menade Inc. is expected to 
complete work on Segment 1, which 
stretches from south of Spring Cypress 
Road north to Hollow Glen Lane, in 
February. The project will expand the two-
lane road to a four-lane thoroughfare. 

Timeline: Feb. 16, 2015-Feb. 15, 2016
Cost: $6.8 million      
Funding sources: Harris County

6  Hufsmith-Kohrville Road 
segments 2-4 
Harris County continues the study phase 
of the widening of Hufsmith-Kohrville Road 
from Hollow Glen Lane to Willow Creek 
Estates Lane. The study will establish 
the alignment and expansion plans for 
the thoroughfare. The project will receive 
funding from the $700 million in road bonds 
approved by voters in the Nov. 3 election.    

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $5 million (Segment 2), $10.9 million 
(Segment 3), $6.5 million (Segment 4)   
Funding sources: Harris County
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I-45 northbound exit ramp at Spring 
Crossing Drive and the Hardy Toll 
Road, the I-45 northbound frontage 
left lane from the Spring Stuebner 
Road entrance ramp to north of exit 
No. 72, and the I-45 northbound 
entrance ramps at Spring Stuebner 
Road and FM 2920. 

Timeline: July 2013-December 
2015 (segments F-1 and F-2), July 
2013-early 2016 (Segment G) 
Cost: $1 billion   
Funding sources: Texas 
Department of Transportation 

2   T. C. Jester Boulevard  
signal installation 
Originally planned for completion in May 
and postponed until December, the 
installation of traffic signals and 
improvements along T.C. Jester 
Boulevard is now scheduled to be 
complete in the first quarter of 2016. 
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Project updates

Ezekiel Rd.

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1), 2), 3)  75 Month Financing,  1)2.9% APR, 2)2.9% APR, 3)3.9% APR 1), 2), 3) 20% Down + 
TT&L, With Approved Credit.Prices and Rebates May Change due to Factory Rebate and incentive changes made after the release of this publication.

NEW 2016 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To Choose

$24,856 $290Mo 1

$15,687 $185Mo

NEW 2016 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 
4 DOOR

3

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SONATA

Several To Choose

$18,483
Several To 

Choose

MSRP $26,215 - $500 Factory Rebate - $831 Wiesner Discount

MSRP $22,358 Less $1625 Wiesner Discount and $2250 Rebate

MSRP $18230 less $243 Wiesner Discount and $2250 Rebate

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI ACCENT

$14,427
Several To Choose

MSRP $15,725 - $1000 Factory Rebatre - $298 Wiesner Discount

$169Mo 2

HYUNDAI
RED TAG HOLIDAY

 SALES EVENT!
BUY IN THE WINTER, DON’T PAY UNTIL SUMMER!

WIES_15154.Hy.impact.dec.indd   1 12/3/2015   4:00:00 PM

Willow Creek 

Estates Ln.
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Character flavors

Unique 
Locally Owned & Operated Since 2005

5200 Louetta Road, Ste. 138
Spring, Texas 77379

281-370-4447

www.StillGoode.com
OPEN DAILY!
MONDAY - THURSDAY 10AM TO 6PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 10AM TO 5PM

SUNDAY 1PM TO 5PM

•Furniture 
•Home 
•Holiday Decor

Buzzles Shaved Ice

A growing portfolio
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Marytalia LaSalle Garcia and Darryl Garcia plan to open a Buzzles storefront location in December. 

Buzzles has a shack at Bernie’s Backyard.

Buzzles’ menu includes more than 100 flavors.
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Buzzles Shaved Ice
Spring couple dishes out distinctive desserts 

W ith colorful flavors and a 
distinctive shaved ice style, 
Buzzles owners Darryl 

Garcia and Marytalia LaSalle Gar-
cia have redefined the snow cone in 
Spring and Klein. 

Unlike what most snow cone con-
sumers are accustomed to, the Spring 
business combines New Orleans-style 
snowballs with Hawaiian-style shaved 
ice to create a finer, creamier ice treat 
with creative flavors. 

“If you go to New Orleans and men-
tion a snowball, they all know what 
you’re talking about,” Darryl said. “If 
you go to Hawaii and say ‘shaved ice,’ 
they know what you’re talking about. 
In Texas, if you say ‘snow cone’ they 
think of a carnival or baseball game 
snow cone with crunchy ice.”

Buzzles has more than 100 flavors 
that can create more than 1,000 combi-
nations that range from apple or bubble 
gum to mixed flavors that are based 
on characters, such as Harry Potter, or 
feature pop culture references.  

Darryl and Marytalia said the 
unique flavors at Buzzles have evolved 

BUSINESS FEATURE

A  5407 Louetta Road, Spring 
Hours: Sun.-Mon. noon-8 p.m.

B  2616 FM 2920, Ste. A, Spring 
Hours: Sun.-Mon. noon-8 p.m.

C  22314 I-45 N., Spring 
Hours: Sun.-Mon. noon-8 p.m.

832-276-4603
www.buzzlesshavedice.com

By Chris Shelton

as each location developed an iden-
tity. All three locations have specific 
themes and different menu options. 

The location on Louetta Road was 
designed to look like a barn, so the duo 
designed Texas-themed flavors, such 
as Lone Star, armadillo and Texas sky 
for the menu. The shack at Bernie’s 
Backyard features mixed flavors fresh 
cut grass and sunny day. 

Spring and Klein residents are 
responding to the concept, which has 
led to rapid growth for Buzzles.

The business began when the married 
couple left their corporate jobs and pur-
chased a red wagon on Craigslist seven 
years ago. Buzzles now has three Spring 
locations, including a storefront on  
FM 2920 that is set to open in Decem-
ber, Marytalia said. The new storefront 
will feature an expanded menu and offer 
hot chocolate and coffee as well.

Just this year Buzzles added a 
location at food-truck park Bernie’s 
Backyard in July and moved to a bigger 
shack on Louetta Road in November. 

“We’ve just been lucky enough that 
some good opportunities have come 

our way, and we’ve seized the moment,” 
Marytalia said. 

An emphasis on social media has 
allowed the Garcias to learn directly 
from customers what flavors they want. 
Learning of Buzzles’ significant online 
following—including 8,000 likes on 
Facebook—emboldened the duo to 
expand business hours and stay open 
regardless of season, which has led to 
more profits, Darryl said.   

“We decided we’re going to be open 
five days a week in the winter,” he said. 
“[We wanted] to do that for those 
people [who] had loved us and kept 
coming back and still wanted a snow 
cone in January.” 

Buzzles offers an assortment 
of mixed flavors inspired by 
animated characters. 

• Barney: grape and     
bubble gum

• Bart Simpson: banana 
and bubble gum

• Batman: black cherry and grape
• Elmo: cherry and orange
• Spongebob: orange and pineapple

With more space at its new FM 2920 
storefront location, Buzzles is adding 
more employees, events and drink 
options when it opens in December:

• Board games
• Coffee
• Family fun night
• Hot chocolate
• Open mic night
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jdollar@judestudios.com

APRIL 3
MUMFORD & SONS 

with Blake Mills

APRIL 8
BRYAN ADAMS

MAY 21
JOURNEY 

with The Doobie Brothers 
and Dave Mason

JULY 5
TWENTY ONE PILOTS

AUG. 6
DIXIE CHICKS

SEPT. 18
5 SECONDS OF SUMMER

2016 shows on sale now!
*Check The Pavilion website for 

updated concert listings.

2016 SEASON
SNEAK PEEK*

Tickets can be purchased at all 
Ticketmaster outlets or online at 

www.ticketmaster.com.

Give them the 
show they will 
never forget…

GiftCertificates 
Available

Virginia’s Cakes Cafe Bakery

Holiday event fare

Louetta
 Rd.

Old  
Louetta Rd.

Champion 
Forest Dr.

The eatery sells cakes for a variety of events.

The restaurant serves breakfast and lunch.

The bakery sells a variety of holiday treats.

Virginia Franzoy (third from left) opened Virginia’s Cakes Cafe Bakery three years ago in Spring.

Virginia’s Cakes Cafe Bakery
Spring eatery crafts ready-for-TV cakes, meals

V irginia Franzoy first discov-
ered her passion for baking at 
grocery chain Piggly Wiggly in 

Lubbock more than four decades ago.
She learned to appreciate cooking 

and baking from her mother, but it 
was soon after she started working in 
the grocer’s bakery department that 
she took it seriously as a career path. 

“I fell in love with it then because I 
had always done baking at home,” Fran-
zoy said. “My mom was a very good 
cook and a baker so I [learned from 
her]. When I [combined] the decora-
tions and the baking, that was it for me.”

Today, Franzoy uses the same skills 
at her Spring-based business Virginia’s 
Cakes Cafe Bakery on Louetta Road.

The eatery serves lunch every day 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. featuring cus-
tomer favorites, such as the chicken 
poblano and the salad trio. Many of 
the lunch menu items are Franzoy’s 
personal recipes. The bakery also 
serves pastries, including cinnamon 
rolls, muffins and croissants, on Satur-
day mornings starting at 8 a.m. 

However, cakes are the main attrac-
tion and largest source of revenue for 
the business, Franzoy said.

Offering a diverse selection of 

DINING FEATURE

8905 Louetta Road, Ste. D, Spring
281-257-4830
www.virginiascakes.com
Hours: Mon-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

By Chris Shelton

flavors, Virginia’s Cakes bakes for 
birthdays, weddings and anniversa-
ries. Franzoy said she offers every-
thing from simple sheet cakes to 
intricately sculpted tiered cakes. 

Franzoy will never forget sculpting 
a 200-pound rhinoceros or re-creat-
ing Texas A&M University’s football 
stadium, Kyle Field. She said she also 
enjoys designing superheroes and Dis-
ney characters for children’s birthdays.

“We have about 15-20 different 
flavors of cakes and all different kinds 
of fillings,” Franzoy said. “We do all of 
the cakes you see on TV: the sculpted 
cakes, the layered cakes, the sheet 
cakes and the tiered cakes.”

She suggests customers schedule a 
consultation for large-party or ornate 
orders, allowing Franzoy and her team 
to discuss the cake’s design and provide 
samples to the potential customer. 

Wedding cakes and groom’s cakes 
are a staple for Virginia’s Cakes Cafe 
Bakery, she said. Her bakery completes 
as many as 10 wedding cakes each week. 

“For the wedding cakes, we do the 
sparkles and the rhinestones,” she said. 
“Sometimes we match the bride’s dress 
pattern or something in their design.”

After migrating to Houston from Virginia’s Cakes Cafe Bakery sells a 
variety of menu items and treats for 
gifts or holiday events.

 Chocolate, caramel or pecan   
 truffles ($10 for 12)

 Holiday-themed cakes (price  
 depends on size and design)

 Fruit and cheese tray ($50, 
 serves 10-20)

 Sweet breads ($3.50)

East Texas and after stints at three local 
bakeries, Franzoy opened the first Vir-
ginia’s Cakes about 25 years ago. She 
expanded the concept to add breakfast 
and lunch three years ago with the cre-
ation of Virginia’s Cakes Cafe Bakery.

The bakery serves as a family busi-
ness for the Franzoys. Her husband 
makes deliveries, her daughter works 
as the office manager and her daugh-
ter-in-law is the production manager. 

Franzoy fell in love with the Spring 
area when her family moved here.

“It’s a wonderful place,” she said. 
“I’ve been here 25 years, and I do not 
want to move anywhere else.”
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Location. Location. Innovation.
Meritage Homes has 4 family-friendly communities in the North  

Houston area with incredibly energy-efficient ENERGY STAR® homes  

starting in the low $200s. Plus, with beautifully designed floor plans  

and close proximity to shopping, entertainment and thoroughfares,  

you’ll love where you call home.

The potential amount of energy savings is based on a 2012 average HERS score of 65 or less.  Actual energy savings and performance of any home or any of its features may vary widely, and may be more or less than indicated savings and performance, depending 
on the personal energy consumption choices of the occupants and changes in energy provider rates and programs. Pictures and other promotional materials are representative and may depict or contain floor plans, square footages (All base square footages are 

shown as “A” elevation with masonry and may be greater or less than the base square footage based on the elevation.), elevations, options, upgrades, extra design features, decorations, floor coverings, specialty light fixtures, custom paint and 
wall coverings, window treatments (such as shutters, drapes, etc.), landscaping, pool, spa, sound and alarm systems, furnishings, appliances, and other designer/decorator features and amenities that are not included as part of the home and/
or may not be available in all communities. Home and community information is subject to change, and homes to prior sale, at any time without notice or obligation. Not an offer or solicitation to sell real property. Offers to sell real property 
may only be made and accepted at the sales center for individual Meritage Homes communities. See sales associate for details. Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2015 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved.

Bringing families home 
 for 30 years.

Want to know more? Call or visit us online.  
877-715-8720 |  meritagehomes.com/houston
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SPRING

George Bush 
Intercontinental 

Airport

249
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FM
 1960

FM 1960

FM 2920
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1. Twin Falls 
Spring • From the low $200s

2. Sawmill Ranch 
Spring • From the mid $200s

3. Creekside Farms 
Spring • From the low $300s

4. Woodson’s Reserve 
Spring • From the high $300s

RECEIVE A FREE GIFT: When you visit a Meritage community and bring this ad with you.

Dec. 
11th

12th & 
13th

FREE 
ADMISSION

FRI: 6pm-10pm
SAT: 10am-10pm
SUN: 10am-6pm

• 200 Street 
Vendors

• Antique Shops
• Carnival
• Arts & Crafts

• German and 
Texas Music

• Food/Beer
• Kinderfest
• Live Performances

FREE SHUTTLE 
SERVICE ALL DAY
at Tomball Regional Hospital 

Plenty of Parking. Complimentary 
Souvenir for Shuttle Service

SAT: 9:30am-10:30pm
SUN: 9:30am-6:30pm

www.TomballGermanFest.org

FREE FREE 
Tomball German Christmas Market
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The current I-45 HOV lane allows drivers to 
travel south of FM 1960. It has 11 access 
points. Single occupancy vehicles can use 
the lane for a fee. 

The 16-mile extension will allow HOV 
motorists to drive from FM 1960 to South 
Loop 336. The HOV lanes, also known 
as diamond lanes, will be separated by 
striped markings that allow for entry at 
certain marked points. Construction on the 
lanes is expected to be completed in April.  

CURRENT

EXTENSION

Woodlands Pkwy

242

336

1960

Spring Stuebner Rd. 

45
Proposed  
HOV extension

Old vs. New

45I-45 HOV lanes to be finished in April  
By Chris Shelton 

Construction continues on the exten-
sion of high occupancy vehicle lanes 
on I-45 between Harris and Mont-
gomery counties, a project that could 
alleviate traffic congestion and facilitate 
increased public transportation usage. 

The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation is extending HOV lanes along the 
center of I-45 from FM 1960 to South 
Loop 336 in Conroe, TxDOT officials 
said. The 16-mile extension will create 
an HOV lane in each direction—similar 
to those found on I-10 in Houston—and 
is expected to be completed in April. 

Construction began on the  
$2.6 million expansion in October 
with TxDOT funding 20 percent of 
the project costs and the remaining 
80 percent funded through federal 
sources, TxDOT officials said.

David Wurdlow, a program man-
ager with Houston-Galveston Area 
Council, said the new HOV lanes will 
incentivize car pools and public trans-
portation options. Commuters who 
use public transportation options—
such as The Woodlands Express park 
and ride or a Houston Metropolitan 

TRANSPORTATION

Transit Authority park and ride—will 
see the biggest benefit, Wurdlow said.

“It’ll make any of those ride-sharing 
programs that much more attractive 
to folks,” he said. “At least there will 
be fewer cars in the main lane. For 
those folks who use the park and ride, 
it will be a big benefit.”

However, Wurdlow said adding 
lanes on the freeway will not solve 
congestion during peak traffic times.  

“We can’t widen the road enough to 
provide a congestion-free experience 
for everyone,” he said. 

With rapid population growth 
northwest of Houston adding more 
cars on the road, the new lanes could 
improve commutes for single occu-
pancy vehicles on the main lanes as 
well, TxDOT Public Information 
Officer Deidrea George said.

“Adding any form of additional 
capacity will go a long way in helping 
to accommodate existing and projected 
growth in the area,” George said. 

TxDOT officials estimate daily traffic 
counts on I-45 from FM 1960 to South 
Loop 336 in 2015 will increase by 35 
percent in the next 20 years.  

Corralling congestion on
The Texas Department of Transportation hopes to combat rising  
congestion and commute times along I-45 with the extension of high 
occupancy vehicle lanes from FM 1960 to South Loop 336 in Conroe. 

Multiplying motorists
The segment of I-45 between South Loop 336 and FM 1960 is expected to gain about 
57,000 motorists per day in the next 20 years. 

2015

2035 218,700
161,600

Source: Texas Department of Transportation/Community Impact Newspaper

sigtheater.com billiardfactory.com888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

6911 fm 1960 W, Houston, tX 77069
281-444-5740

Introducing Billiard Factory’s Premium Gifts.
Just In Time for the Holidays. Great Gifts Under $70

Season’s Greetings

SAM HOUSTONHARDY
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Lone Star College bond projects  
to break ground by early 2016
By Shawn Arrajj and Chris Shelton

Lone Star College System could soon 
begin construction at the system’s North 
Harris and University Park campuses. 
Officials plan to break ground on 
several new projects by early 2016 with 
several construction dates set for the 
spring and summer.

The new facilities will help LSCS 
prepare students for high-demand 
fields, said Jimmy Martin, chief 
facilities and construction officer for 
LSC-North Harris.  

North Harris campus
Design is nearly completed on the 

planned Advanced Technology Work-
force Center at the LSC-North Harris 
campus, Martin said. Construction on 
the $22 million facility is expected to 
begin in May. The 50,000-square-foot 
building is geared toward construc-
tion and skill trades.

The ATWC will mirror the size of the 
campus’s existing Applied Technology 
Center, providing a larger space for 
programs, such as heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning and refrigeration and 
the electrician department. The auto 
mechanic and welding programs will 
remain in the Applied Technology Cen-
ter and use the added space when the 
HVAC program moves to its new site.

“We’re going to partner with indus-
try partners to get new equipment,” 
Martin said. “We’ll be pushing the 
envelope on [the] latest and greatest. 
The community and businesses in the 
community have come to us with con-
cerns about the skills of the workforce.”

The North Harris campus also 
received approval for a 400-space 
parking lot and a 60,000-square-foot 

instructional building. Both projects 
have been tabled as the community 
college monitors student population 
over the next few years, Martin said. 

University Park campus
The most anticipated project at 

the LSC-University Park campus for 
President Shah Ardalan is the new 
50,000-square-foot science and innova-
tion building, which will break ground 
in late 2015 or early 2016. The building 
offers laboratory space for chemistry, 
biology and physics programs.

“The labs we have are in use from 
open to close,” Ardalan said. “We 
reached the point where we cannot 
offer [students] everything they need 
to complete a degree. These labs are 
the most critical need.”

As the founding president of the 
University Park campus, which 
started enrolling students in 2010, 
Ardalan has seen the rapid growth 
firsthand. Enrollment increased by 
25 percent in 2014 and another 20 per-
cent in 2015, passing 11,000 students.

Officials are also planning to 
renovate existing space into a much-
needed student lounge area. Campus 
officials met with student leadership in 
September to come up with priorities 
for what students want the space to 
look like. Ardalan said he would bring 
their ideas to project architects.

“[Students] don’t have a real place 
to hang out between classes,” Ardalan 
said. “We have an idea of where it will 
be, but I want them to help design it.”

A handful of projects at all six 
Lone Star College campuses are being 
funded by a $485 million bond refer-
endum passed in November 2014.

EDUCATION

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
WORKFORCE CENTER

Location: The facility will be located next to the 
current Applied Technology Center. 
Timeline: Construction is expected to begin in May 
with a completion date set for summer 2017. 
New developments: The 50,000-square-foot 
facility will add more space for programs, such as the 
heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration 
department and the electrician program. 

INSTRUCTIONAL BUILDING

Location: The proposed building is planned near 
the Energy Training Center and Digital Technology 
Center. 
Timeline: Lone Star College is planning and 
designing the facility, which has no timetable and 
could accommodate many instructional programs. 
New developments: Usage for the 
60,000-square-foot space will be determined by 
demand and growth.

W.W. Thorne Dr.

W
rencrest Ln.

   
                                                     Hurricane Ln.                                                                         Turkey Dr.

LONE STAR COLLEGE-NORTH HARRIS

Development plans at 
LSC-North Harris center 
on adding space for 
its skilled workforce 
development programs 
and accommodating 
future growth across the 
campus. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL SCIENCE 
BUILDING

Location: The planned building will be adjacent  
to two Richard Carpenter academic buildings.
Timeline: Construction is set to begin in late 2015 
or early 2016 and should wrap up by spring 2017.
New developments: The 50,000-square-foot 
building will include mainly lab space for chemistry, 
biology and physics programs as well as a 
computer room and general learning space. 

NEW STUDENT LOUNGE SPACE

Location: A student lounge will be built in the 
west dining building.
Timeline: Campus officials began meeting with 
student leadership in late September to discuss 
plans before meeting with architects.
New developments: Little has been determined, 
but the plans call for a newer, larger recreational 
space for students to spend time between 
classes. It will be renovated from existing space.

Louetta Rd.

249P

P

P

P
P

Source: Lone Star College System/Community Impact Newspaper

LONE STAR COLLEGE-UNIVERSITY PARK

Projects at LSC-University 
Park focus chiefly on 
providing more lab space 
for students in popular 
science and technology 
programs as well as 
addressing general 
student life concerns.
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Comprehensive Women’s 
Healthcare

Obstetrics and Gynecology
Biodentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy

DaVinci Robotic Surgery

WE CARE FOR YOU THROUGH 
ALL STAGES OF LIFE

Happy Holiday’s from Your 

Willowbrook Women’s 

Health & Wellness Family
(832) 237-0222

www.willowbrookwomens.com
18220 Tomball Parkway, Suite 210

Houston, Texas 77070
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HappyHolidays

and a w
onderful

 new year!

20403 I-45, Spring, TX 77388 | 888-242-5059
PlanetFord.com | PlanetLincoln.com

Randall, Sherry, Shelby Reed
& the P lanet Ford Family wish you,
your family & your frie nds a warm, 

happy & safe Holiday Season!
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KISD providing devices for grades 3-8 by 2021
By Matt Stephens

Thanks to advances in mobile device technology, 
all Klein ISD students in grades three through eight 
will have their own mobile devices as a supplemental 
learning tool within the next five school years. 

The KISD board of trustees approved a five-year 
implementation plan at an Oct. 12 board meeting 
to ensure the tens of thousands of students at those 
grade levels will have their own devices by the 2020-
21 school year. Superintendent Jim Cain said the 
program will cost about $36 million, much of which 
came from 2015 bond referendum approved in May. 

The plan will implement the program at four inter-
mediate schools in the 2016-17 school year, another 
four intermediate schools in 2017-18 and then among 
fifth-, fourth- and third-graders in 2018-19, 2019-20 
and 2020-21, respectively, district officials said.

“Although we are fortunate to have a vast array of 
digital tools on campus, putting these tools in the 
hands of every student every day is vital to facilitating 
our future-ready learning environment,” Kleb Inter-
mediate School Principal Jessica Haddox said. 

All four Klein ISD high schools and Krimmel 
Intermediate School have already transitioned to a 
1-1 student-to-device ratio, said Susan Borg, associate 
superintendent of instruction and student services. 
The plan was always to implement the program 
across the remaining intermediate schools after 

EDUCATION

Krimmel opened as a 1-1 campus in 2007, Borg said. 
“Around that time in 2009 and 2010 when we had 

the downturn in the economy, we had to stretch our 
dollars a little bit further,” Borg said. “We had to put 
that [plan] on hold for a while.”

However, advances in mobile device technology—
such as the Google Chromebook—have made the 
devices much more affordable, Borg said. Students 
access much of their instruction materials and do 
many of their assignments on the devices, which are 
filtered by the district, Borg said. 

“Students are engaged in what they’re learning 
when it involves a digital device,” Borg said. “They’re 
using whatever’s on there to do their work or collabo-
rate with other kids or contributing to a project.”

Students from pre-K through second grade will be 
transitioned to a 2-1 student-to-device ratio with a 
mixture of iPads and Chromebooks, Borg said.

The district’s long-range technology planning 
committee—a group of teachers, principals and dis-
trict-level administrators—met over the summer, Borg 
said. The committee agreed on the necessity of the pro-
gram for third- through eighth-grade students. 

“[The committee believes] grades three through 
five are capable of being in this 1-1 environment,” 
she said. “The elementary [school] principals and 
teachers were adamant we needed to begin early.”

Timeline for technology
KIein ISD has implemented a 1-1 student-
to-device ratio at its four high schools and 
Krimmel Intermediate School. The district will 
expand the program to grades three to eight.20

07

Transition 
years for 1-1 

program

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

2008-09: Klein 
Oak High School 
students, Klein Forest 
High School teachers 

2010-11: Klein 
High School 
teachers 

2009-10: Klein Forest 
High School students, 
Klein Collins High 
School teachers 

2012-13: Klein 
Collins High School 
students

2013-14: Klein High 
School students

2016-17: Kleb, 
Wunderlich, 
Schindewolf and 
Ulrich intermediate 
schools 

2018-19: All  
fifth-graders

2015-16: May 9: Voters 
pass $498.1 million bond 
Oct. 12: KISD board 
approves 5-year 1-1 plan

2017-18: Klein, 
Doerre, Hildebrandt 
and Strack 
intermediate schools

2019-20: All 
fourth-graders

2020-21: All  
third-graders

2016-21: Pre-K 
students-second- 
graders (2-1 student-
device ratio) 

2007: Krimmel 
Intermediate 
School
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Strong in Knowledge.
Strong in Results.

Call today to set up an initial con-

sultation.

Commercial LitigationReal Estate Oil, Gas & Energy Business LawEstate Planning & Probate

Center: Bret Strong, attorney, managing shareholder;
attorneys Royce Lanning, Wendy Lambie, Eric R. Thiergood, Sr., Kyla Wilder, Brian Albert

Two Hughes Landing •  1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard  •  Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380  •  281.367.1222  •  www.thestrongfirm.com

Call today to set up an initial consultation. of

R

2015
Presented By Woodlands Online

•  Entity Selection and Formation

•  Entity Operation and Dissolution

•  General Business Contracts

•  Employment and Independent 
Contractor Agreements

•  Mergers, Sales and Acquisitions

•  Commercial Lending

Strong CI Winter.1837x5.5416_Layout 1  11/16/15  2:14 PM  Page 1

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
17810 Spring Creek Forest Dr • Spring, TX 77379

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

Download The Shape 
FREE app on iTunes

Includes lists of:
-locations

-free community events
-free trainings
-much more

Are You 
Caring For 
An Elderly

 Loved One?

Special Pricing for Caregivers:
3 - DAYS & 2 - NIGHTS - $300

 Pathways Memory Care understands that caring for a loved one 
can be overwhelming – and, at times, perhaps even impossible due 
to work obligations, vacations, holidays or simply the need for a 
break. Pathways Memory Care provides short-term rehabilitation, 
respite and long-term care to individuals with dementia. Our Respite 
Care Program gives caregivers the time they need to rejuvenate so 
they can give their best to their loved ones.  

(281) 315-1450 
 2930 Cypress Grove Meadows Drive Houston, Texas 77014
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Mental health funding boost to decrease 
waiting lists, help at-risk populations
By Shawn Arrajj

In 2011, Texas was ranked 
49th in per capita spend-
ing on mental health by the 
Kaiser Family Foundation, 
a California-based nonprofit 
focused on health care issues 
in the U.S. Since then, state 
legislators have approved 
two consecutive budgets that 
feature increases in mental 
health funding, including a 
more than $150 million total 
increase for the 2016-17 and 
2017-18 fiscal years. 

New funds will be used in 
four key areas: mental health 
services for adults, mental 
health services for children, 
community crisis services and 
substance abuse prevention, 
intervention and treatment. 

Funding for adults specif-
ically received a $34 million 
boost, which is expected to 
provide access to services for 
10,000 more adults statewide 
in 2016 and 2017 compared 
to the previous two years, 
according to Bill Kelly, 

director of policy and gov-
ernment relations for Mental 
Health America Greater 
Houston. 

“With $33 million addi-
tional dollars in crisis services, 
the numbers are even better,” 
Kelly said. “Over 31,000 more 
people will receive crisis resi-
dential and outpatient services 
this biennium.”

However, with an esti-
mated 160,000 people in 
Harris County believed to be 
suffering from severe mental 
illness, there is still a long way 
to go, Kelly said.

The funding of home- and 
community-based services in 
the state health services bud-
get is particularly important 
to focus on in Harris County, 
Kelly said. The closest state 
hospitals to Houston offering 
mental health treatment—one 
in Rusk and one in Austin—
are more than 150 miles away. 

Officials with Memo-
rial Hermann Health Sys-
tems advocated for more 

home-based and commu-
nity-based mental health 
funding as well.

“There is a huge need for 
that in our community,” Gov-
ernment Relations Director 
Ashlea Quinonez said. “If 
someone is suffering from 
mental health issues, having 
resources available in the 
community helps make sure 
[he or she is] not getting to a 
critical state.”

The funding boost from the 
2013 session proved to have 
real benefits for the Harris 
Center for Mental Health and 
Intellectual/Developmental 
Disorders, formerly known as 
the Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation Authority of Har-
ris County. By increasing the 
number of outpatient teams 
and enhancing services, the 
center was able to eliminate its 
1,800-person external waiting 
list, Executive Director Ste-
ven Schnee said.

New funding will help the 
center increase its monthly 

Money for 
mental health

Since Texas was ranked 49th in the country in per 
capita spending for mental health in 2011, the 
Legislature has approved two consecutive increases 
in mental health funding in the last two sessions, 

including a $150 million increase in 2015. 

Source: Mental Health America/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: MHA Greater Houston/Community Impact Newspaper

Riders within DSHS budget for mental  health services:

2014-15 2016-17

Mental health services for 
adults

$630.2 million $663.9 million

Mental health services for 
children

$193.3 million $204.7 million

Community crisis services $221.9 million $255.3 million

Substance abuse prevention, 
intervention and treatment

$307.9 million $325.1 million

Home and community-based services: $32 million

Mental health program for veterans: $10 million

Healthy community collaboratives: $25 million

Harris County jail diversion pilot program: $10 million

Mental health program allocation: $30 million

Three particular bills passed this session are expected to have a significant effect on the availability of mental health services in 
Harris County. These bills were among those supported by Mental Health America Greater Houston representatives.

The bill sets up a mental health loan repayments 
assistance program:
• will return an estimated $850,000 to mental health 

professionals via loan repayments in 2016
• repayments are expected to increase to $1.3 million 

in 2017.
Result: Medical health providers will be able to 
expand workforce.

The rider promotes home- and community-based 
mental health services:
• appropriates $32 million in the 2016-17 biennium
• targets individuals with complex needs and extend-

ed/repeated state inpatient psychiatric stays.
Result: A wider variety of services will be available to 
individuals with mental health issues aside from state 
hospital stays.

The bill requires the Health and Human Services 
Commission to establish a grant program to support 
community programs treating veterans with mental 
health illness:
• private entities work with HHSC in a 50/50 pri-

vate-public partnership with the state.
Result: A grant program could provide as much as 
$20 million for veteran mental health efforts.

patient base from 9,800 to 
11,000 by the end of fiscal year 
2015, Schnee said.

Several nonprofits in 
northwest Harris County that 
work with intellectually and 
developmentally disabled pop-
ulations do not stand to benefit 
directly from the funding 
boost, but officials said they 

are happy to see more atten-
tion being paid to the issue.

“We are funded through 
the Medicaid program and 
donations,” Reach Unlimited 
Executive Director Kathi 
Schmidt said. “We work with 
psychologists and mental 
health professionals, so we are 
aware of how much this helps.”

State Health Services Rider No. 61

The Big Three
Senate Bill 55Senate Bill 239

HEALTH CARE

COME HOME TO 

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS 

NO MUD TAXES

Inway Oaks Estates
SPRING, TX

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. 
From the $300’s to high $400’s

For More Information
281-757-9946  281-330-2096

Infinity Classic Homes is 
dedicated to providing top 
quality, energy-efficient 
homes for the best value.

Meadowsweet Dr.         Butera Rd.

                   Nichols Saw
m

ill  Rd.

Dovershire

Gosling Rd.
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Most of us take the little things we do every day 
for granted, until a neurological disorder makes 
them impossible. With Montgomery County’s 
only DNV-certi�ed Comprehensive Stroke 
Center, the neurospecialists at the Neuroscience 
Institute at CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Woodlands 
Hospital are using breakthrough research and a 
collaborative approach to recover function that 
is lost due to a brain tumor, stroke or ruptured 
brain aneurysm. 

Discover more at ImagineBetterHealth.org

Giving back to our patients 
what matters most.

Neuroscience Institute

Lease or Own an O�  ce/Warehouse 
Building Near Your Home!

Adkisson Group, Inc has 

developed a new o�  ce warehouse 

park on Theall Rd. near Cutten Rd.,  

just south of FM 1960. We have 

10 free-standing o�  ce warehouse 

buildings ranging from 6,000 to 

15,000 sq ft. within 1 mile from 

HWY 249 and BW 8.

I M M E D I A T E  O C C U P A N C Y

Visit 

www.AdkissonDevelopment.com 

to view our other developments in the 

surrounding areas.

832-413-4475
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403 E. Louetta Rd. 
Spring, TX 77373

281.288.ROCK
inspirerock.com

Allow us to teach you 
how to climb HIGHER

 

and live INSPIRED

 

at Houston’s largest 
climbing gym!

Services
• Rock Climbing up to 43’ high

• The Kidz Cave (Kid friendly climbing area)
• Yoga & Fitness

• Birthday Party Rooms
• R3 (Rock, Ropes & Rescue) Pro Shop

• Team Building Ropes Course
• Summer Camps

• 25’ Portable Climbing Walls
• The 5.ATE Café

and much more…

Open to the public.  

Bring in a new, unwrapped toy
and get a FREE day pass

for a future visit!

- TOY DRIVE -
DECEMBER 12 & 13

HOLIDAY

No membership required.

Give the gift of climbing!
Holiday Gift Cards available online

the Houston Family Arts Center, tells the 
story of George Bailey, who overcomes 
trials and tribulations with the help of 
his guardian angel, Clarence. 7:30 p.m. 
(Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 19), 3 p.m. (Dec 13 
and 20). $23 (adults), $20 (seniors), $15 
(students). The Houston Family Arts 
Center, 10760 Grant Road, Houston. 
281-587-6100. www.houstonfac.com

13 Festival of Lights
The Harris County Fun 4 Seniors 

program offers a trip to Moody Gardens 
in Galveston for an annual island festival. 
The Festival of Lights features more than 
1 million twinkling lights, ice sculptures, 
an outdoor ice skating rink, hot chocolate 
and live entertainment. The trip departs 
from CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Vintage 
Hospital. Prior to attending the event, the 
group visits Shrimp ‘N Stuff for dinner. 
2 p.m. $6 (dinner not included). CHI St. 
Luke’s Health–The Vintage Hospital, 
20171 Chasewood Park Drive, Houston. 
281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net 

19 Holiday Hymns 
Enjoy an assortment of Christmas 

carols and hymns that include John 
Rutter’s arrangement of holiday-themed 
music at the Centrum. Brad Bouley will 
direct Texas Master Chorale’s orchestra 
and choir during the performance. Also 
taking the stage is the Cy-Fair High School 
Chorale, which will perform Haydn’s “Te 
Deum,” as well as Holst’s “Christmas Day” 
and music by a holiday jazz duo. 8 p.m. 
$20 (adults), $15 (students). The Centrum, 
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-440-4850.  
www.texasmasterchorale.org

19 Critter’s Christmas 
The Jesse H. Jones Park 

program allows children to celebrate 
Christmas with animals in the outdoors. 
A tree is decorated with edible treats for 
birds and other wildlife that visit the park 
during the holiday season. 10 a.m. Free. 
Jesse H. Jones Park, 20634 Kenswick 
Drive, Humble. 281-446-8588.  
www.hcp4.net

21 Children’s storytime
Librarian Margo Moore from the 

Baldwin Boettcher Branch Library leads 
a book reading and craft project at the 
Mercer Arboretum and Botanical Gardens. 
Moore, a children’s librarian, reads some 

December

10 through 20  
Home for the Holidays

Old Town Spring hosts the 35th annual 
holiday celebration every weekend 
through Dec. 20. The event features live 
entertainment and photos with Santa 
Claus as well as other family-friendly 
activities. Free. Old Town Spring, Main 
Street, Spring. 281-353-9310.  
www.oldtownspring.com

10 through 23  
‘Inspecting Carol’

The Texas Repertory Theatre showcases 
this comedy, directed by Walter Baker, 
which presents a behind-the-scenes look 
at a theater’s comedic production of “A 
Christmas Carol” and its struggles to 
prepare for opening night. 7:30 p.m. (Dec. 
10, 17, 21, 22 and 23), 8 p.m. (Dec. 11, 
12, 18 and 19), 3 p.m. (Dec. 13 and 20). 
$15-43. The Texas Repertory Theatre, 
14243 Stuebner Airline Road, Houston.  
281-583-7573. www.texreptheatre.org 

11 through 19 
‘My Son Pinocchio’

Visitors to Playhouse 1960 experience 
the perspective of Geppetto in the 
musical version of Disney’s famous tale 
of “Pinocchio.” In “My Son Pinocchio,” 
Pinocchio’s father, Geppetto, learns to 
love unconditionally as he transforms 
from a demanding creator to a loving 
father. 8 p.m. (Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 19). 
$18 (adults), $15 (students and seniors). 
Playhouse 1960, 6814 Gant Road, 
Houston. 281-587-8243.  
www.playhouse1960.com

11 through 19 
 Christmas on MainStreet

Twelve model homes at MainStreet 
America feature holiday-themed 
decorations that fit the style of the 
home design. Guests will vote on 
the best-designed home during the 
fourth annual Christmas event. Each 
home correlates with a local charity, 
and the winning charity will receive 
a $10,000 check. 6-9 p.m. (Dec. 12 
and 19). $1 (cast a vote). MainStreet 
America, 18750 I-45, Spring.  
281-825-4429.  
www.mainstreetamerica.com

11 through 20  
‘It’s a Wonderful Life’

This classic holiday story, performed at 
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Compiled by Chris Shelton

Christmas on Commerce
The city of Tomball hosts the 
annual holiday event. The 

event includes live entertainment and a 
visit from Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus. 
Noon-5 p.m. Free. Old Town Tomball, 
Commerce Street, Tomball.  
281-351-5484. www.tomballtx.gov
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Worth the TRIP

Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at communityimpact.com/skl.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

of her favorite books about nature 
with children and parents. 10:30 a.m. 
Free. Mercer Arboretum and Botanical 
Gardens, 2306 Aldine Westfield Road, 
Humble. 281-443-8731. www.hcp4.net 

31 New Year’s Eve concert
Cypress Creek FACE presents 

the Houston Symphony in concert at 
The Centrum. The program includes 
“The Skater’s Waltz,” J. Strauss Jr.’s 
“New Vienna Waltz” and a tango-themed 
composition. The Houston Symphony 
also performs music from the popular 
movie “Back to the Future.” 8 p.m. $35 
(bronze level), $45 (silver level), $50 (gold 
level). The Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood 
Drive, Spring. 281-440-4850.  
www.cypresscreekface.org

January

09 ‘Live Wire,  
the Electricity Tour’

Popular science comedian Doktor 
Kaboom brings his science tour to the 
Centrum. In “Live Wire,” Kaboom helps 
children learn the fundamentals of 
electrical energy, presenting the history of 
electricity and explaining its importance 
to humanity. 1 and 6 p.m. $12 (adults), 
$10 (seniors), $6 (children). The Centrum,  
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-440-4850. www.cypresscreekface.org 

12 Texas Guitar Quartet
A group of four guitarists, 

including Isaac Bustos, Jonathan Dotson, 
Alejandro Montiel and Joseph Williams II, 
take the stage at the Centrum to perform 
an assortment of classical music. The 
quartet performs works by popular 
composers, such as Mozart, Ravel and 
Beethoven. 6 p.m. $12 (adults), $10 
(seniors), $6 (children). The Centrum, 
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-440-4850. www.cypresscreekface.org
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For our Neighbors in Spring.
Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra $500 

torwards the purchase/lease of a new or preowned Lexus 
vehicle. Must be selected from dealer stock. Only one coupon 

per customer. Offer expires 1/31/16.

$50000
SAVE AN ADDITIONAL

visit www.northsidelexus.com for special offers

17925 North Freeway,Houston, TX 77090 
281-569-3300 • www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway,Houston, TX 77090 

JOY TO THE ROAD
NOW THROUGH JAN 4

Ray Laughter
Vice chancellor for external affairs,  
Lone Star College System

By Chris Shelton 

W hen Ray Laughter retires 
from the Lone Star College 
System in February, he will 

have spent 26 more years in the public 
sector than he originally expected. 

After he was hired to run the college 
system’s Small Business Development 
Center in 1987, Laughter promised 
then-Chancellor Joe Airola to stay in 
the position only a couple of years. 
However, Laughter fell in love with the 
community college, debunked his orig-
inal expectations and eventually rose to 
vice chancellor of external affairs. 

“When he hired me, I said ‘I prom-
ise I’ll stay for two years so the center 
gets going, but I know I’m going to 
want to get back into the private sec-
tor,’ Laughter said. “I didn’t really see 
myself as a public sector guy. Twen-
ty-eight years later I’m still there.”

Building relationships
In nearly three decades with LSCS, 

Laughter has helped facilitate relation-
ships with businesses and the com-
munity. He has also led community 
relations efforts that helped the college 
pass bonds in 2008 and 2014.

As the head of the External Affairs 
Department—the college system’s point 
of contact for government officials—
Laughter has built lasting relationships 
between the college and its legislators. 

“He is the glue that binds the 
economic development efforts in the 
region,” said Barbara Thomason, 
president of the Houston Northwest 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Coming from the private sector 
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Crafting communities

Ray Laughter has played many roles for 
Lone Star College and local organizations.   

• Director, Small Business Development 
Center for LSCS, 1987-91

• Executive director, Center of Business 
and Economic Development, 1992-02

• Vice chancellor of external affairs for 
LSCS, 2002-present

• Head of North Houston Regional Cen-
ter for Economic Development and 
Community Leadership and Engage-
ment programs for LSCS

• Served on boards for Gulf Coast 
Workforce Development, Houston 
Northwest Chamber of Commerce, 
Texas Economic Development Council 
and The Woodlands Economic Devel-
opment Partnership

originally, Laughter said he has always 
recognized the need for a positive rela-
tionship with the business community. 
He said the college’s relationship with 
the Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of Com-
merce was instrumental in the district’s 
plan to expand to the area and eventu-
ally build the system’s largest campus. 

“If we don’t have a strong relation-
ship with the business community, we 
may be way off-target with the skills 
we’re teaching or the occupations we’re 
preparing them for,” Laughter said.

Two accomplishments stand out 
from his tenure at LSCS, Laughter 
said. First, he led the rebranding effort 
after the system changed its name 
from North Harris Montgomery Com-
munity College to Lone Star College in 
2008. Laughter also enjoyed working 
on the annexation of Klein, Cy-Fair 
and Magnolia ISDs because it exposed 
more students to the college system.

“Ray Laughter plays such an 
important role at Lone Star College,” 
LSCS Chancellor Steve Head said. 
“His efforts really helped grow the 
community’s trust in our college and 
was instrumental in getting our 2014 
bond election approved.”

Life after Lone Star College
Laughter received his Master of 

Business Administration degree from 
the University of Houston in 1980 and 
worked in management at an insurance 
firm and a helicopter manufacturer 
before joining the college system in 1987.

The position provided stability for his 
family—something Laughter did not 
have as a child. The self-described mil-
itary brat moved periodically and lived 

in Michigan, Alabama and Colorado 
and even overseas in Izmir, Turkey, in 
his formative years.

Through retirement, Laughter looks 
forward to spending more time with 
his family. However, he also expects to 
remain involved with the community. 
Laughter plans to serve as chairman of 
the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce board of directors in 2017. 

“I’m passionate and dedicated to 
what I do,” he said. “It’s a 24/7 job. I 
might have a tough time turning it off, 
but I won’t know until I try. Hopefully 
if I have to get back into something, 
people will welcome me back, but I’m 
looking forward to the next phase.” 

Ray Laughter helps LSCS build relationships with politicians such as U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas.

Rapid rise

Since Ray Laughter joined the Lone Star College System in 1987, the college has 
experienced significant growth.

In Laughter’s 28-year career  
with LSCS, it has grown from  

2 to 6 campuses

Today, LSCS’  
enrollment is about  

95,000  
students  

In 1987, LSCS, then called  
North Harris County College, had  

14,000 students
The college system had a  

$420M bond proposal  
approved in 2008 and a

$485M bond proposal 
approved in 2014



Source: Lone Star College System/Community Impact Newspaper
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By Chris Shelton  

W hen Spring-based North-
west Bible Church created 
Between Jobs Ministry 23 

years ago, the ministry was a small 
group that helped the church’s unem-
ployed members transition back into 
the workforce.  

Today, the group has grown to 
include job seekers who are not formal 
members of the congregation, includ-
ing many residents in Spring and 
Klein, NWBC pastor Roy Farmer said. 

The organization has helped place 

NONPROFIT

more than 13,000 people in a wide 
variety of industries, including oil and 
gas, retail and manufacturing.

He said BJM has grown because com-
munity members are attracted to the 
program’s message and success rate. 

“[We] started it 23 years ago real 
small with just church members,” 
Farmer said. “A little over 13 years 
ago, people began to hear about 
[BJM]. People said, ‘We hear so much 
about it and the work you’re doing. 
Can we come?’” 

The Christian-based group provides 
free job-hunting assistance for the 
nearly 400 job seekers who attend the 
ministry’s five-hour seminar every 
Wednesday. The weekly session covers 
topics such as networking, financial 
planning and tips on dressing for 
work, Farmer said. 

“We have everything from CEOs to 
supervisors to assistants to people that 
do manufacturing,” he said. “We have 
all walks of life [who] come here.”

The organization offers specialty 
courses that are required for first- and 
second-time attendees that explain 
the ministry, help them make business 
cards and provide interview train-
ing. BJM receives about 90 first-time 
attendees each week, Farmer said.  

Those sessions are followed by  
a 10 a.m. general meeting where 
between five and 15 job recruiters pres-
ent opportunities from their organiza-
tions. Companies that have presented 
at the session include those in a variety 
of fields, such as administration, oil 
and gas and retail, Farmer said.

The weekly seminar showcases guest 
speakers who were former program 
members and were hired because of BJM.

In addition to the seminars, BJM 
annually hosts a fair that connects job 
seekers with employers. During its most 
recent job fair Oct. 6, about 40 hiring 
managers and human resource repre-
sentatives connected with 800 program 
participants, Farmer said.

Farmer takes pride in helping fam-
ilies becoming more financially stable 
in a Christian setting, he said.   

“We teach God first, your family 
second and work third,” Farmer said. 
“We teach them how to be helpers.”

Here are tips that make job seekers 
more attractive to companies. 

• Do not show signs of stress or  
emotional hardship at a job interview.

• Develop a network within the preferred 
career field.

• Create a professional persona on 
social media.

• Customize each resume and cover 
letter to the job opportunity.

• Send a thank you letter after each 
interview.

Source: The Gulf Coast Workforce Solutions/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

Getting back to work

Encouraging employment

75
job openings

BJM’s job  
board features 

more than

Between Jobs Ministry has  
helped more than

in the past three years
50 ex-felons

400 job seekers
About

show up to BJM’s weekly 
five-hour seminar

13,000
The group has facilitated

job placements  
during the past

years13

Between Jobs Ministry

    
    

    
    

  L
ouetta

 Rd.

  T.C. Jester Blvd.

               K
lein C

hu
rch R

d.

      Fellowship Ln.

5503 Fellowship Lane, Spring
281-376-1110
www.nwbc.org/betweenjobsministry
Meets Wed. 8:15 a.m.-1 p.m.

Winding  
Ridge Dr.

Between Jobs Ministry
Group connects job seekers with careers

NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre

NOW through 
December 23rd!

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A 
10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR FIRST TICKET!

TexRepTheatre.org 
Box Offi  ce
281.583.7573 
14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

Limit one coupon per person.

Kick off  your holiday cheer 
and laugh out loud with this 

A Christmas Carol spoof.

Box Offi  ce 281.583.7573
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CleanWaterways.org

INFORMATION ON HOW TO PROPERLY DISPOSE OF ALL 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE CAN BE FOUND AT:

What goes down our storm 
drains is draining our wildlife.

Whether it’s paint, oil, household chemicals, grass 

clippings or waste from your family dog, if these 

harharmful substances are improperly disposed of in your 

yard, stormwater runoff will wash them down street 

drains and carry them into our bayous, channels, and 

rivers.  Recycle or dispose of hazardous materials 

properly, it’s the best way to keep our waterways clean 

and our environment healthy.

NEXT MONTH  
WATCH FOR

JanuaryTHE

ISSUE

WITH UPDATES ABOUT 
 TRANSPORTATION    CITY & COUNTY    EDUCATION 

 BUSINESS    DINING    IMPACTS 
 PLUS ANNUAL EVENTS & THE YEAR IN PHOTOS 

UPDATES ON 2015 AND  
A LOOK AHEAD TO 2016

Brookdale® is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA.19930-P26-0815-ROP1 KS

The Solana® Preserve Vintage Park
Independent Living
14221 Vintage Preserve Parkway  |  Houston, TX 77070

To pre-lease for best selection or for more information,  
call (832) 239-5610 or email sales19930@brookdale.com today.

I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G

I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G

Opening Spring 2016  |  Pre-Leasing Now
The Solana Preserve Vintage Park is about to open up amazing 
possibilities for seniors with upscale living and attentive service in a 
valued location near some of Houston’s most desirable shopping and 
popular attractions. 

• Luxury apartments with full kitchen, study and covered patio or balcony
• Restaurant-style fine dining
• More than 49,000-square feet of refined, well-appointed common areas
• Amenities such as an outdoor pool, dog park, putting green, 

woodworking shop, group fitness space and wine bar
• An engaging, diverse calendar of social, recreational and cultural activities

brookdale.com
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HOUSTON Art Guide HOUSTON Art Guide 
ART MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

Compiled by Marie Leonard and Chris Shelton
Houston is home to a number of art museums and 
galleries, in addition to monthly art festivals and events. 
*This guide is not a comprehensive list of museums and art venues in the area.
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PEARL FINCHER MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

The Centrum
6823 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring
281-440-4850
www.cypresscreekface.org
 

Cypresswood Dr.

Stuebner Airline R
d.

Houston Family Arts 
Center
10760 Grant Road, 
Houston
281-587-6100
www.houstonfac.com

                                         Grant Rd.

Jones R
d

.

Playhouse 1960
6814 Gant Road, Ste. 116, 
Houston
281-587-8243
www.ph1960.com

            C
utten R

d.

Texas Repertory 
Theatre
14243 Stuebner Airline 
Road, Houston
281-583-7573
www.texreptheatre.org

    Stuebner Airline R
d.

Lone Star College-
North Harris Fine  
Arts Galleries
2700 W.W. Thorne Drive, 
Houston 
281-618-5400 
www.lonestar.edu/
northharris.htm

A
ldine W

estfi eld R
d.

                                   Hurric
ane  Ln.    

 Turkey D
r.W.W

. T
horne Dr.

Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft
4848 Main St., Houston
713-529-4848
www.crafthouston.org 

M
ai

n 
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.

Tr
av

is
 S

t.

Rosedale St.

59

The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross St.,  
Houston
713-525-9400
www.menil.org 

Branard St.

Sul Ross St.

M
and

ell S
t.

M
ulb

erry S
t.

The Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston
1001 Bissonnet St., 
Houston
713-639-7300
www.mfah.org M

ai
n 

St
.

M
o

nt
ro

se
 B

lv
d

.

Bissonnet St.

PTL Gallery
318 Main St., Spring
281-367-4901 
www.ptlgallery.com

Main St.

Noble St.P
rairie S

t.

MUSEUM DISTRICT NORTHWEST HOUSTON

Pearl Fincher Museum 
of Fine Arts
6815 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring
281-376-6322
www.pearlmfa.org 

Castletow
n 

Park Ct.

Cypressw
ood Dr. ART FESTIVALS

ART CLASSES
Art Class and Wine Glass
122 Vintage Park Blvd., 
Bldg. E, Ste. C, Houston 
832-474-2585 
www.artclasswineglass.com

Louetta Rd.

Vintage Preserve Pkwy.

Art Shop for Kids
17425 Stuebner Airline 
Road, Spring 
281-257-1193 
www.artshopforkids.com

Five Forks Dr.

Theisswood Rd.

Stuebner A
irline R

d.

The Heirloom Studio 
3130 Ivy Falls Drive, 
Houston 
480-485-7147 
www.theheirloomstudio.com     

  Iv
y F

alls Dr.

T.C
. Jester Blvd.

The Woodlands Waterway 
Art Festival 
April 8-10, 2016 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive
www.woodlandsartfestival.com

Lake Robbins Dr.

G
ro

ga
ns

 M
ill

 R
d.
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CREEKFEST

PERFORMING ARTS

Wrencrest Ln.

249

1960

1960

CreekFest
Held on a Saturday  
in early October
Cypresswood Drive and 
Stuebner Airline Road
www.creekfesthouston.com    Cypresswood Dr.

Stuebner Airline R
d.

Texas Wine and  
Art Festival  
April 9-10, 2016
Old Town Spring 
www.mainstreetfestivals.com 
/texas-wine-and-art-festival

B
order S

t.
 P

rairie S
t.

   K
eith S

t.

          
  Main St.

Gentry St.

          
                          P

reston A
ve.

249
Chasewood  
Park Dr.

First Saturday Arts Market 
Held on the first Saturday  
of every month 
540 W. 19th St., Houston
www.firstsaturdayarts 
market.com  

                  W. 19th St.

                  W. 20th St.

                   W. 18th St.

L
aw

rence S
t.

N
icho

lso
n S

t.

Gant R
d.
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Dr. Kendra McMullin and Dr. Tim Schroeder

MEET OUR 
PHARMACISTS

281.251.0904 8344 Spring Cypress Rd, Suite A, Spring
@ Champion Forest and Spring Cypress, next to The Hill Dental Group  www.bluejaypharmacy.com

A Compounding and 
Retail Pharmacy 

We create compounding solutions to empower 
physicians and vets to provide custom therapies 

for their patients.
Nutritionist on site!

You’re Unique.
Shouldn’t your 
medication 
be, too?
BOTH COMPOUNDING & 
RETAIL PRESCRIPTIONS

The Kuykendahl Road bridge over Cypress Creek may have been the site of a hanging a century ago. 

M
at

t 
S

te
p

he
ns

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Kuykendahl Road
Spring thoroughfare may owe its  
name to dark episode in local history

T housands of motorists travel 
Kuykendahl Road every 
day—a north-south roadway 

that stretches from Houston north 
through Spring, Tomball and The 
Woodlands. However, few who travel 
the thoroughfare know the story 
behind the roadway’s name, one that 
might come from a darker page in 
Harris County’s history.

James Wunderlich, former general 
counsel for Klein ISD for more than 
40 years, said he believes the road 
was named in the late 1800s after a 
man with the last name Kuykendahl 
who committed a murder in Hous-
ton. James claims the man evaded 
law enforcement and fled to north 
Harris County. 

“He was going to hang out in the 
woods near Cypress Creek for a while 
to escape the posse,” James said. “Well, 
the posse caught him, and when he 
was identified, they [dispensed] quick 
justice. They hung him from the bridge 
that crossed Cypress Creek.”

James said the bridge quickly 
earned infamy as the bridge where 
they hung Kuykendahl, which 
became known as Kuykendahl’s 
bridge. Eventually, the road on either 
side of the bridge became known as 
Kuykendahl Road. 

Fact or fiction?
Although James said he does not 

know the first name of the Kuykend-
ahl man who is said to have commit-
ted the crime, the Kuykendahl family 
does have a long history in northwest 

Harris County. According to the 
Klein, Texas Historical Foundation, 
Abner, Joseph and Robert Kuykendahl 
came to Texas from Kentucky in the 
1820s with Stephen F. Austin. 

Several members of the family 
served in Sam Houston’s army at the 
battle of San Jacinto.

“[Austin] was one of the first empre-
sarios, came in [and] got land grants 
from Mexico,” said Steve Baird, district 
historian for the foundation. “They 
were [some] of his original 297 settlers 
[who] came in with Stephen F. Austin 
to settle in his land grant area. Their 
area was up kind of where Rhodes and 
Kuykendahl [roads] intersect. Their 
homestead was out in that area.” 

The great-grandson of Peter Wun-
derlich—one of the original founding 
families of Klein that came over from 
Germany in 1852—James said he was 
told the story in the 1930s by his father,  
William Wunderlich, who was born in 
1887. The retired attorney said William 
noted he was around James’ age when 
the story happened, which meant the 
murder and hanging would have taken 
place sometime in the 1890s.

By Matt Stephens

However, a reference was made to 
repairs to a Kuykendahl bridge over 
Cypress Creek in an old edition of 
The Galveston Daily News from  
Nov. 14, 1879, according to infor-
mation obtained from The Portal to 
Texas History website. The reference 
would mean the incident would have 
had to happen earlier than Wunder-
lich suggests. 

The Harris County Archives Office 
could not provide information to con-
firm or deny the story, but officials did 
find a reference to Kuykendahl Road 
in Commissioners Court notes from 
as far back as 1898. Harris County 
sheriff’s office officials said they do not 
keep records as far back as the 1890s. 

Cruel and usual punishment
Hanging in the late 1800s was not 

an uncommon punishment for crim-
inals, especially those who fled from 
law enforcement, Baird said. 

“The law was pretty much the judge 
for the most part,” Baird said. “Espe-
cially if you were a convict and you 
escaped and were on the run, they’re 
definitely not going to haul you back 

down and give you another jury or 
put you in jail. ‘You escaped, you just 
proved your guilt again and we’re 
going to hang you at that point.’”

He said criminals could be hung for 
offenses far less serious than murder. 
Stealing a horse or cattle was punish-
able by hanging. With the proliferation 
of barbed wire for fences in the 1800s, 
Baird said people could even be hung 
if they were caught cutting someone’s 
fence line during a cattle run. 

“From my understanding, the 
landowner could pretty much draw 
up his own posse and come after 
you,” he said. 

Although the Kuykendahl family 
has a history in the area and hanging 
was a common punishment during 
the time, James said the story of 
Kuykendahl’s bridge is not a common 
legend or a story he has heard from 
anyone else. Regardless of the story’s 
truth, his father’s story is one that has 
stuck with James to this day. 

“I do think about it occasionally 
when I cross that bridge,” he said. 
“I figure, ‘Well, this is where Mr. 
Kuykendahl met justice.’”

“I do think about it 
occasionally when  
I cross that bridge.  
I figure, ‘Well, this is 
where Mr. Kuykend-
ahl met justice.'" 
- James Wunderlich, former Klein ISD 
general counsel

HISTORY       SPRING
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Commercial development multiplies 
along periphery of The Woodlands
THE WOODLANDS Commercial 
development is on the rise along 
the perimeter of The Woodlands 
as the master-planned commu-
nity draws closer to build-out. 

“The Woodlands has really in- 
creased the value of all the tracts 
around it and just outside its border,” 
said Robert Banzhaf, managing prin-
cipal with Newcor Commercial Real 
Estate. “That’s been the case since its 
inception—there were private inves-
tors and developers that 30 years ago 
went in and bought land outside the 
perimeter of The Woodlands.”

A number of factors have contrib-
uted to increased demand along the 
border of The Woodlands, namely 
the lack of available land within the 
township for commercial projects. 

Newcor is developing several tracts 
that border The Woodlands, including 

land on the west side of FM 2978 and 
Woodlands Parkway. The number of 
new residential developments in the 
area has also increased demand for 
commercial projects, developers said.  

“If [developers] can buy lots to 
build homes close enough to The 
Woodlands and still take advantage 
of all the amenities, they’re going  
to do that,” Banzhaf said.

Halberdier Real Estate has also 
capitalized on a number of land 
tracts along the perimeter of The 
Woodlands to provide mixed-use 
projects along the upcoming Grand 
Parkway Segment F-2 and FM 2978.  

Developers said improved mobil-
ity—namely the upcoming FM 2978 
widening and the opening of the 
Grand Parkway—has also contributed 
to increased commercial development. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

Northgate Crossing Blvd. 

45
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Carraway Ln. 

Bogs Rd. 

2978

The edges of The Woodlands have become a popular choice for 
local developers who say the area is primed for more growth in 
the coming years as infrastructure improves.

ALONG THE FRINGES  
DEVELOPMENT

Northgrove at Spring Creek: 
A new upcoming master-planned 
community by Toll Brothers will 
sit on 600 acres and feature 
open space, a trail system and 
community recreation center.  

Halberdier development: The 
company is developing 20 acres 
of mixed-use retail near the new 
Toll Brothers community. 

Newcor/Flair Builders: Newcor 
sold four land tracts totaling 37 
acres at FM 2978 and Bogs Road to 
custom homebuilder Flair Builders 
for a future residential community. 

Hardy North Business Park: 
The 47-acre mixed-use project 
is less than 1 mile from the new 
ExxonMobil campus and will 
feature a variety of users.

Grand Hardy Riley 
Crossings: Developed by 
Halberdier, the project will 
feature a 150,000-square-
foot medical office building 
with pad sites for restaurants 
and retail space. 
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COMMUNITY TRUST BANK
WE ARE CHANGING OUR NAME

But we’re not changing who we are.

OriginBankOnline.com/Houston ·  832.246.5500

Member FDIC
Bank Original

OUR NEW NAME WILL BE

Harry Gonzales, Karen Mixon, Aprielle Sullis

TOP STORIES

SAM HOUSTONHARDY
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Drivers will be able to access three new segments of the Grand 
Parkway, or Hwy. 99, starting in early 2016. Portions of the Grand 
Parkway set to open soon, which includes segments F-1, F-2 and G, 
are shown with access points and toll plazas.
Sources: Grand Parkway Association, Texas Department of Transportation/ 
Community Impact Newspaper
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Segment F-1 Segment F-2 Segment G Proposed extensions

MAP KEY

Access points Main toll plaza Toll price
*Tolls expected to increase before opening

$0.00

Estimated drive times
10 min.Hwy. 249 to I-45

25 min.Hwy. 290 to I-45

35 min.I-10 to I-45

26

town is going to change dramatically,” he 
said. “It will allow people more flexibil-
ity with where they can work and where 
they can choose to live.”

Deadline challenges
Although TxDOT is on target to 

complete the project by the original 
deadline for segments F-1 and F-2, 
construction has not been without its 
challenges. Heavy rains have slowed 
construction progress along segment 
F-2, especially along the underpass at 
FM 2920, Gornet said.   

“[In October and November], we had 
rain that flooded the hole [underneath 
FM 2920],” Gornet said. “After heavy 
rain, the workers have to pump it out 
and flush the silt. It slows them down 
from getting to the other work.”

Land acquisition has also been an 
obstacle as some property owners with 
tracts in the planned Grand Parkway 
route have been reluctant to settle on a 
price for their land, Gornet said.

“Buying right of way took more time 
[than originally thought],” he said. 
“Some folks on the bigger tracts were 
concerned they weren’t getting proper 
returns and got attorneys involved. 
They signed off on possession and use 
agreements, which let [TxDOT] build 
the road but gives them the right to 

a r g u e 
about the 
p a y m e n t s 
later.”

With more than 
430 parcels of right 
of way to acquire,  
Grantham said meeting the 
original three-year deadline is 
unprecedented in the industry.

Part of the finishing touches involve 
building sound barriers along the toll-
way. Communities are selected for a 
potential sound barrier after TxDOT 
completes a sound analysis for any 
projects that adds capacity to the road. 
Property owners who live adjacent to a 
potential sound barrier must approve 
the measure.

Fifteen sound barriers have been 
approved and are under construction 
along the three segments, TxDOT offi-
cials said. Communities in the Spring 
area, such as Gleannloch Farms, Inver-
ness Estates and Northgate Cross-
ing, will receive the sound mitigation 
devices. Only two sound wall proposals 
were rejected as the Forest North and 
Mossy Oaks South communities voted 
against the measure. 

Developer interest
Even though all of the new Grand 

Parkway segments will not be open to 
drivers until early 2016, developers are 
capitalizing on the traffic the tollway is 
expected to generate.

“We are receiving an influx of com-
munications from prospective devel-
opers asking questions about when 
the road will be completed,” Grantham 
said. “There are some very recogniz-
able names.”

In Spring, the developer of master- 
planned community Springwoods  
Village, Coventry Development Corp- 
oration, has gauged the dynamics of the 
growth the Grand Parkway is expected 
to generate. 

Proximity to the Grand Parkway 
helped CDC attract oil and gas compa-
nies, such as ExxonMobil and South-
western Energy, which both completed 
their corporate campuses in the past 
year. Corporations in the hospitality and 
health care industries have also been 
attracted to Springwoods Village, CDC 
Executive Director Keith Simon said. 

Within the master-planned commu-
nity, a 128-room Residence Inn opened 
in November while a Courtyard by  
Marriott is under construction next to it.  
Springwoods Village is expected to have 
five hotels by build-out, Simon said. 

CHI St. Luke’s Health, which coveted 
land near the Holzwarth Road inter-
change, Simon said, will open the first 

Grand Parkway
Continued from | 1

Boudreaux Rd.

$0.43 $0.43

99
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290

hwy. 290 interchange
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4  HARDY NORTH BUSINESS PARK

Halberdier Real Estate is developing 
this 40,000-square-foot mixed-
use project near Riley Fuzzel 
Road’s interchange with the Grand 
Parkway. Halberdier has another 
14 acres nearby, which will house a 
100,000-square-foot medical and 
retail building. 

3  SPRINGWOODS VILLAGE

ExxonMobil and Southwestern 
Energy opened campuses in the 
last year, Woodbine Development 
finished a 128-bed Residence Inn 
on Holzwarth Road in November 
and the first phase of CHI St. 
Luke’s Health’s medical complex is 
set to open in January.

noteworthy developments

Original plans for an overpass at the 
FM 2920 interchange were adjusted to 
include an underpass instead. The change 
was made specifically to meet Federal 
Aviation Administration requirements for 
nonencroachment into David Wayne  
Hooks Airport.

FM 2920

phase of its medical complex in January. 
“The confirmation of approval and 

financing for the Grand Parkway was a 
key requirement for ExxonMobil to go 
forward with [its] campus,” Simon said. 
“It has also been a strong mobility and 
access criterion for every other commer-
cial user in Springwoods Village, none 
more so than CHI St. Luke’s, whose loca-
tion right on the Grand Parkway at the 
Holzwarth Road interchange gives them 
a key strategic advantage.”

Just east of Springwoods Village, 
near the intersection of the Hardy Toll 
and Riley Fuzzel roads, Halberdier 
Real Estate has plans to develop about  
60 acres into two separate mixed-use 
projects, founder Trey Halberdier said. 

A 40-acre parcel will become 
the Hardy North Business Park—a 
40,000-square-foot industrial office 
building with pad sites, Halberdier said. 
The company also plans to develop  
14 acres of land along Riley Fuzzel Road 
into a 100,000-square-foot medical and 
retail building with pad sites available 
for educational or office use. Halberdier 
said the company plans to break ground 
on both projects within six months. 

Farther south on Hardy Toll Road 
near the Northgate Crossing com-
munity, the company also has a 
288,000-square-foot office building 
planned on a 5-acre piece of land.

“We’ve seen a decline in office net 
absorption, but we also feel that retail is 

strong right now,” Halberdier said. “We 
have a void to fill, a pent-up demand 
right there at the interchange [of Riley 
Fuzzel Road and the Grand Parkway].” 

Next steps
Harris County officials asked 

TxDOT to take the county’s Regional  
Thoroughfare Plan into account when 
constructing the Grand Parkway, accom-
modating for roads that may eventually 
cross its path. Certain parts of the road-
way were built to eventually accommo-
date new access points, including at the 
Hwy. 249 intersection, Gornet said.

Adding additional access points to 
the tollway could be challenging, but 
TxDOT will consider constructing new 

access points to the Grand Parkway 
if traffic volumes dictate the need for 
them, Grantham said.

“We predicted future demand as best 
we could to accommodate every need 
we could identify, but as the roadway 
opens up, we may see some future 
ramps or connections,” he said. “As the 
need and funding becomes available, 
TxDOT will be there to assist in the 
environmental approval process and 
in making sure everything is appropri-
ately connected to the Grand Parkway.”

Two flyover ramps at I-45 will 
allow drivers to transfer from 
eastbound Grand Parkway to 
northbound I-45 and vice versa. 
Builders have constructed 
stubs at the intersection to 
accommodate construction of the 
other six ramps at a later date.

11.7 MilesF-2

Grand Parkway Segment F-2

Design Build Construction by 
Zachry-Odebrecht Parkway Builders

Project Information
Segment F-2 consists of 11.7 miles of roadway 
connecting communities from SH 249 to I-45 N.  
Completion of Segments F-1, F-2, and G is 
scheduled for late 2015.

David Wayne Hooks 
Memorial Airport

Exxon Mobil

I-45 flyover

45

Birnham 
Woods Dr.

1  STONEBROOK ESTATES

Construction on the first homes 
in the 54-acre community 
wrapped up in August. Plans call 
for 135 lots with Newmark Homes 
as the exclusive builder. The 
community is expected to open 
in late 2015.

2  GLEANNLOCH FARMS

The first homes were built in this 
master-planned community in 
1998. However, four new sections 
have been added in the past year, 
spurred by the Grand Parkway. 
Davis Development is reportedly 
planning an apartment complex 
nearby as well.

5  HARMONY

This 1,000 acre community near 
the Grand Parkway along Riley 
Fuzzel Road is about one-third 
of the way completed with an 
expected 2,300 homes planned 
at build-out. Harmony will also 
include several parks and an 
aquatics complex.
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How often will you use Grand Parkway segments F-1, 
F-2 and G when they open?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/skl-poll
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CHristmas Eve 6:00 PM & 10:30 Pm

CHristmas Day 4:00 PM
HOLY COMFORTER EPISCOPAL CHURCH | 2322 SPRING CYPRESS RD, SPRING, TX 

WWW.HOLYCOMFORTERSPRING.ORG | 281-288-8169

Springwoods 
Village Pkwy.
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WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Grooming  • Cat Boarding  •  Pony Parties 
Horseback Riding Lessons  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

10% OFF  Boarding 
o r Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

CHAMPIONS AT MEYER PARK

6948 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, Texas 77379 
832-717-5800 | kwikkaratchampions.com

FREE CAR WASH 
WITH OIL CHANGE

$5 OFF 
STATE INSPECTION

$10 OFF 
ANY FLUID FLUSH SERVICE

$50 OFF 
ANY REPAIR OF $500 OR MORE

Must Present Coupon.  May not be combined 
with any other offer.  Exp 1/31/16.

Must Present Coupon.  May not be combined 
with any other offer.  Exp 1/31/16.

Must Present Coupon.  May not be combined 
with any other offer.  Exp 1/31/16.

Must Present Coupon.  May not be combined 
with any other offer.  Exp 1/31/16. Call

281.440.4160 

Hyatt North Houston
425 NORTH SAM HOUSTON PKWY E

Make your 
reservations today!

DIAMONDS  && GALA&
2016 

Call
281.440.4160 

Saturday, January 30, 2016
6:30 PM

Hyatt North Houston
425 NORTH SAM HOUSTON PKWY E

HOUSTON NORTHWEST CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
3920 Cypress Creek Parkway, Suite 120, Houston, TX 77068

281-440-4160 · www.HoustonNWChamber.org

Make your 
reservations today!

to RSVP
or visit us online at

www.HoustonNWChamber.org

2016 2016 

THE HOUSTON NORTHWEST CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PRESENTS

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 
WITH AUCTION DONATIONS. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE AVAILABLE. SPACE IS 

FILLING UP FAST. 

10YEAR
TRANSFERABLE
STRUCTURAL
WARRANTY
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Widening the gap
State funding to Spring and Klein ISDs has risen in recent years, but the state’s portion of each 

district’s total revenue has fallen as property tax revenue rose. 

governmental relations for the Texas 
Association of School Administrators. 

“We get asked a lot, ‘Well, y’all got 
additional funding from the Legisla-
ture—why is that not enough?’” Bene-
ski said. “It’s [not enough] because we 
have to implement a lot of things they 
do that they don’t provide funding for.”

Strain on the schools 
Prior to beginning of the 84th legisla-

tive session this year, KISD was already 
budgeting for about $11.6 million in costs 
related to unfunded legislative mandates. 
The costs range from $2.6 million for 
dyslexia support staff and materials to 
$800,000 for energy-efficient light bulbs. 

Although only about 2 percent 
of the district’s overall budget, the  
$11.6 million is equivalent to the sala-
ries of about 200 teachers, said Thomas 
Petrek, associate superintendent of 
finances for KISD. Petrek said the dis-
trict explains the strain of the mandates 
to legislators every session.

“In our position statement, we say 
that, ‘If you’re going to require us to 
do something and we don’t have the 
money for it, well then you need to pro-
vide the revenue stream to pay for these 
mandates,’” Petrek said.

SISD Chief Financial Officer Ann 
Westbrooks said the mandates can be 
difficult to fund, especially during a 
recession. A mandate from the Legis-
lature that requires the district to keep 
elementary schools at a 22-1 student-to-
teacher ratio was a challenge for the dis-
trict in 2011-12 after the state cut more 
than $5 billion in education funding.

The district filed waivers in the  
2011-12 school year to keep elementary 
school classes at a 23-1 ratio, which saved 
the district $2.4 million that year. 

Westbrook said the district will have to 
find $2.5 million in its budget this year to 
fund another recent mandate. Legislation 
passed in 2013 required districts to con-
tribute an added 1.5 percent to the sala-
ries of employees for whom the district 
does not provide Social Security benefits. 

“That [is] $2.5 million that comes right 
off the top of our budget, which means 
that cannot go toward things, such as 
updating our technology, infrastructure 
or making maintenance and renovation 
improvements,” Westbrooks said. 

Beneski said the unfunded costs to 
the district do not always come from 
mandates. In some cases, the state fails 
to keep up with its funding formulas—
such as the transportation allotment, 
which has not increased since 1984. 

State Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring, 

said the Legislature has tried to be more 
cognizant of the costs to districts in 
recent years. 

Harless said she has voted against bills 
that required unfunded mandates of dis-
tricts and even carried bills to alleviate 
unfunded mandates, such as legislation 
to increase the gas mileage reimburse-
ment for school buses and reimburse 
election costs when districts were 
required to have a uniform election date. 

“I hope we continue to go down the 
path that we don’t pass those along to 
school districts,” Harless said. “I do think 
it shortsighted of us when we do [that] 
when we don’t understand the cost.”  

Classroom cameras
Perhaps the most substantial unfunded 

mandate passed by the Legislature this 
summer was Senate Bill 507. The bill, 
authored by state Sen. Eddie Lucio, 
D-Brownsville, requires school districts 

to provide cameras in special education 
classrooms for any parent of a special 
needs child who requests them. 

“I will tell you from friends I know  
[who] have kids in some of  these special 
needs classes: They are beat up on a daily 
basis,” said Harless, who voted for the 
bill. “[The] cameras would be beneficial 
in that classroom for the teacher, for the 
student and for the school for protection.”

Although SISD and KISD officials said 
the bill’s requirements will not kick in 
until the 2016-17 school year, the costs 
could be significant. KISD officials said 
if every special needs classroom in the 
district added cameras, it could cost the 
district more than $1.6 million a year. 

Beneski said school districts understood 
the need for the bill to help protect stu-
dents and teachers, but they also requested 
money to pay for the requirement. 

The bigger issue? 
While unfunded mandates from the 

Legislature cost Spring and Klein ISDs 
millions of dollars every year, the dis-
tricts might be dealing with a more 
significant issue in terms of the overall 
state funding formula. 

“Unfunded mandates are a small part 
of a much larger problem,” said Wayne 
Pierce, executive director for Aus-
tin-based education nonprofit Texas 
Equity Center. “It’s a very significant 
part, but the problem is much broader 
than just unfunded mandates.”

Pierce said both Spring and Klein 
ISDs are underfunded compared to the 

Education mandates
Continued from | 1

top half of the state’s school districts. 
Rather than funding each mandate, 
Pierce said Texas needs to do a com-
plete overhaul of education funding to 
make it more equitable and adequate 
for school districts across the state. 

“It would be a huge mistake for—when 
the state does some mandate—[the state 
to] calculate it out for districts and send 
everybody that amount because [the 
funding would be] outside the system,” 
he said. “It needs to be systematic. It 
needs to go through the system.”

SISD and KISD are two of 600-plus 
school districts involved in the ongoing 
state education financing lawsuit against 
the state at the Texas Supreme Court. 

KISD Superintendent Jim Cain said 
the districts believe the state’s education 
financing system does not provide equi-
table or adequate funding to every school 
district. Cain said placing unfunded 
mandates on top of the state’s funding 
shortage places a strain on the districts. 

“If that continues year after year, that 
places a tremendous burden on the 
local school district,” he said. “I respect 
that you have people in Austin who are 
trying to make it all work, but maybe 
the best thing to do—instead of con-
tinuing to put Band-Aids on the sys-
tem—is to really take a look at starting 
from scratch and building the system to 
reflect 21st century circumstances.”

Find related stories at communityimpact.com. 
Keyword Search

Spring ISD, Klein ISD, Texas Legislature

Monetary mandates
Every biennium, the state Legislature passes bills with mandates 

to school districts across the state. Many of these mandates 
require funding the state does not provide. Tables do not  

include every mandate cost. 

Instruction and student services 
mandate costs include:

$2.6 million for dyslexia specialists, 
staff and materials

$1.3 million for staff for Student 
Success Initiative at high schools

$576,800 for enhanced postsecondary 
planning from House Bill 5 in 2013

$400,000 for Student Success Initiative 
for grades 3-8

Facility mandate costs include: 

$800,000 for energy efficient light bulbs 
in instructional facilities 

Human resources services mandate 
costs include:

$110,000 for criminal background 
checks for new employees

Spring ISD revenue Klein ISD revenue

TOTAL 

$11.56 
MILLION

Unfunded Klein ISD mandates*

Technology mandate costs include:

$4 million for technology infrastructure for 
various tests, state reporting, online library 
databases and end-of-year courses

$700,000 for TI-84 graphing calculators

$99,000 for web filtering mandated by the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act

$110,000

$5.58 million

$800,000

$4.86 million

2010-11

2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

“If you’re going to 
require us to do some-
thing and we don’t 
have the money for 
it, well then you need 
to provide the revenue 
stream to pay for  
these mandates.”
—Thomas Petrek, Klein ISD associate  
superintendent of finances

$153M $78.6M 

$160M$79.2M

$166.8M $81.4M 

$185M$89.5M 

$188.4M $101.5M 

$161.1M $138.1M 

$181.5M $140.1M 

$207.3M $151.1M 

$219.6M $170.8M 

$212.3M $192M 

State revenue Local and federal revenue

Compared to the top 25 percent of Texas 
school districts, Spring ISD and Klein ISD receive 

$38,600 and $34,200 
 less state and local funding per elementary 

classroom every year, respectively.*

That statewide funding gap translates to  

$176 million and $210 million  
in direct and indirect economic benefits  

lost every year to the SISD and KISD  
communities, respectively.

Assessment and accountability 
mandate costs include: 

$117,615 for state reporting costs

$207,615

.00

* Mandates updated prior to the 2015 legislative session
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832.813.6674  |  evolveyourbusiness.org

Small Business of the Year!

Webb’s Automotive of Cypress – 
Roy and Tracie Webb, representing the 
LSC-CyFair area.

Chick-fil-A Louetta Crossing – 
Mike Magdaleno, representing the  
LSC-North Harris area.

RE/MAX Rewards – 
Judith Hayes, representing the  
LSC-Kingwood area.

M2 the Agency, Inc. 
Merideth and Andy Miller, representing 
the LSC-Tomball area.

Bradbury Brothers Heating &  
Air Conditioning – 
Michael, Todd, Jason Bradbury and  
Jackie Bradbury-Guerrero, representing 
the LSC-Montgomery area.

Maid Brigade of NW Houston – 
James and Susan Fordice, representing 
the LSC-University Park area.

Lone Star College congratulates the 2015 winners

The 29th Annual 
Small Business of the Year 

Award Winners are:
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and mental illness, Henry said. Officers 
in the program have been trained to 
recognize and respond to mental ill-
ness and have taken a 30-day course in 
advanced first aid from Cypress Creek 
EMS, he said. 

“Isn’t it time that we decriminalize 
mental illness and homelessness and 
start treating them for what they really 
are?” Henry said. 

Helping the homeless
Although homelessness has declined 

overall in the Greater Houston area, offi-
cials said the problem persists in unin-
corporated areas of Harris County.  

FM 1960 features the largest concen-
tration of homelessness in the county— 
especially near Cutten and Kuykendahl 
roads—where panhandling and pitched 
tents cause mobility concerns, Precinct 4 
Constable Mark Herman said. 

Economic factors and the gentrifica-
tion of Houston’s inner city have pushed 
the homeless issue out to Spring and 
Klein, said Carole Little, Northwest Assis-
tance Ministry’s president and CEO. 

“There’s been a tremendous migra-
tion from inner city to the suburbs as 
rent has increased, and the inner city 
started to renovate and taxes were 
raised,” Little said. “Rent goes up, and 
[residents] end up migrating to where 
they can afford housing. [FM]1960 has 
seen a tremendous increase in people 
living below [the] poverty line. And 
many people are one crisis [away] from 
homelessness. The No. 1 reason people 
become homeless is economics.”

Looking to address the growing need, 
the HOT’s two deputies will be tasked 
with meeting homeless people, building 
a rapport by learning their stories and 
assessing what each individual needs 
to transition into temporary housing. 
Homeless people will only be arrested if 
they are committing a crime, Henry said.

The program provides the homeless 
an opportunity to meet with civilian 
service providers. HCSO has partnered 
with several organizations—including 
Spring and Klein nonprofits North-
west Assistance Ministries and Hope 
Haven—to provide immediate services 

in areas, such as mental health, sub-
stance abuse and assistance for veterans. 

However, some homeless people may 
just need help procuring an ID card to 
enter a shelter or apply for jobs, HCSO 
Deputy Thomas Gilliland said.

In just the first two weeks of HOT’s 
implementation, HCSO deputies helped 
transition 18 homeless people into tem-
porary housing, Henry said. 

He expects this number to grow as 
the program becomes more ingrained 
in the community. The HCSO will track 
the number of homeless people who are 
contacted, the number of people who 
accept the proposition and which social 
service they were diverted to. 

Refining the tactics
The HOT represents a different 

approach to law enforcement in Har-
ris County where officers attempt to 
improve the community as opposed to 
only enforcing the law, Henry said. 

Other law enforcement agencies, such 
as the Harris County Precinct 4 consta-
ble’s office, will interact differently with 
the homeless in northwest Harris County. 

“We’ve written tickets and arrested 
them for [outstanding] warrants,” Her-
man said. “Now we’re going to use the 
[Homeless Outreach Team] as a resource. 
What we found is that you get them out 
of the road, and they’re back in the road 
the next day. It’s a public safety issue.”

The HOT is a natural progression 
from the Crisis Intervention Response 
Team, which was founded in April to 
divert mentally ill people who face 
minor charges into treatment rather 
than county jail cells, Henry said. 

Following an August meeting of HCSO 
officials in which Harris County Sheriff 
Ron Hickman showed his support for 
the HOT program, Henry said he began 
planning the program’s rollout.

Although the number of homeless 
individuals in Harris and Fort Bend 
counties have decreased by 46 percent 
from 2011 to 2015, according to the 
Coalition for the Homeless, the num-
ber of homeless individuals in Harris 
County Jail decreased by only 20.4 per-
cent during that timeframe. 

Saving tax dollars
The HOT program received $110,000 

from private donations to the Harris 
County Sheriff ’s Office Foundation. 
The donations allowed the agency to 
purchase a van and a utility task vehicle 
that can reach wooded or wet areas. The 
program’s only costs to taxpayers are the 
salaries of the participating officers.   

The program is also financially bene-
ficial to taxpayers, who are footing the 
bill for Harris County jails, Henry said. 

“Receiving three tickets or spending a 
night in jail won’t stop them from doing 
the thing that’s feeding them,” said Kris-
tyn Stillwell, president and executive 
director of Hope Haven. “By offering 
these services, it kind of circumvents the 
system and fixes it from the back door. It 
took these HOT teams to get the support 
we need on the streets.”

Homeless
Continued from | 1

Curbing suburban homelessness
With homelessness persisting as a problem in unincorporated areas of Harris County, 
the Harris County sheriff’s office is attacking it with the Homeless Outreach Team.   

Homelessness in Harris County has 
decreased by 

The Harris County sheriff’s office 
will track each interaction between 
a deputy and a homeless person 
through the Homeless Outreach Team. 
The team will also keep records as 
a person matriculates through the 
system. In the first two weeks of 
implementation, HOT deputies made 
contact with 68 homeless people. Of 
those individuals, 18 have been placed 
in shelters. 

THERE WERE 4,355 HOMELESS PEOPLE 
IN HARRIS COUNTY IN JANUARY 2015

45.745.7
PERCENT 

since 2011

Unsheltered 29.1% 39.7% Sheltered

Harris County Jail 31.1%

* Number includes Harris and Fort Bend counties

Total  
homeless 

6,690*

The homeless population 
decreased by 4,462 people from 
2011 to 2015, but the county jail’s 
homeless population dropped by 
only 533 inmates over that time. 

2 of every 5 
homeless people 
polled in January 
had experienced 
domestic abuse 

1 in 7  
homeless  
people are 
veterans 

Unsheltered homeless 55.86%

Sheltered 35.46%

Jailed population  20.39%







65% of 
homeless 
individuals 
experience 
mental illness 

Source: Coalition of the Homeless/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: Harris County sheriff’s office/Community  
Impact Newspaper

engaging the homeless community 

DATA-DRIVEN APPROACH

The Harris County sheriff’s office said the implementation of the new Homeless 
Outreach Team offers a different approach to policing the homeless population. Here 
are the steps of the program:

1 2

43

After a report or through 
patrols, an officer first 
identifies a potentially 
homeless person. 

The deputy engages the 
individual by learning his or 
her background and offering 
the individual food and drinks.

The officer assesses the needs 
of the individuals. Deputies 
even carry finger print 
scanners for those who need 
help securing an ID card.

The individual can then be 
connected with a shelter or 
nonprofit that fits his or her 
situation. 

“ISN’T IT TIME THAT WE 
DECRIMINALIZE MENTAL 
ILLNESS AND HOMELESS-
NESS AND START TREAT-
ING THEM FOR WHAT 
THEY REALLY ARE?”
 —Lt. Robert Henry, Harris County sheriff’s office

 

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com
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REAL ESTATE

The Devonshire community, which 
includes Oaks of Devonshire, Devonshire 
Woods and Louetta Lakes, is located 
along Louetta Road west of I-45. 
Devonshire sits just a few miles from a 
number of retail, entertainment and dining 
options along I-45 while the community’s 
homeowners association provides access 
to several amenities. 

 Devonshire, 77388 

2719 Meadow Tree Lane  $192,500

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,366 sq. ft.
Agent: Cheryl Checkles
Realty Associates  713-464-0700

2715 Cottonwood Walk  $255,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,988 sq. ft.
Agent: Teresa Sartin
Keller Williams The Woodlands 281-364-1588

2722 Wisteria Walk  $240,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,984 sq. ft.
Agent: Rebecca Green
Copperfield Realty  281-858-1829

20302 Cannaberry Way  $215,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,651 sq. ft.
Agent: Ronnie Matthews
Re/MAX Legends  281-440-7900

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

Data does not include builders not listed in MLS listings *As of 11/30/15

Build-out year: 2001
Builders: Centex, Pulte Homes 
Square footage: 2,500-3,330
Home values: $160,000-$315,000
HOA dues (estimated): $488 annually  
Amenities: walking trails, playgrounds, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, fishing pond

Property taxes (in dollars):
Klein ISD  1.3900 
Harris County MUD No. 104  0.5000 
Harris County  0.4173 
Harris County Hospital District  0.1700 
Lone Star College System  0.1081 
Harris County ESD No. 7  0.0720 
Harris County ESD No. 11  0.0430 
Harris County Flood Control District  0.0274 
Port of Houston Authority  0.0153 
Harris County Department of Education 0.0060
Total (per $100 value) 2.7491

4

Homes on 
the market*

$4,890

Median annual 
property taxes

$177,872

Median 
home value

N/A

Average days on 
the market*

0

Homes under 
contract*

$2,651

Median price 
per square foot

183

183

183

45
TOLL

1
TOLL

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

183A
TOLL

290

290

79

MoPac

360

620

21

71

71

620

29

35

35

35

35

290

529

99

6

6

1488

10

69

59

90

C
U

S
TER

 R
D

.

MAIN ST.

170

114

114

121

121

289

380

26

121
360

97

26

99

Leander

Cedar Park

Georgetown

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Northwest Austin

Central Austin
Westlake

Lake Travis

Southwest Austin

Buda

Kyle

San Marcos

Hutto

Katy

Sugar Land

Missouri City

Magnolia

The Woodlands

Colleyville

Southlake

Westlake

Grapevine

Frisco

77379

77388

7737377389

77068

77069

77066

7709077070

SAM HOUSTONSam Houston

249

45

1960

2920

Neighborhood data provided by 
Veronica Barefield, CEO/Team Leader

KW Professionals
281-444-3900

www.professionalskw.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Price 77066 77068 77069 77070 77090 77373 77379 77388 77389

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold  Nov. 2014 vs.  Nov. 2015

+3.9%

+37.3%

-18.5% +3.6%

+8.9% +5.3%

-3.5%

+3.4%

-6.8%

Market Data On the market  (November 2015)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77090 77373 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 69/28 4/7 11/35 52/18 50/25 348/29 73/22 88/21 27/17

$150,000–$199,999 88/32 29/34 25/34 95/28 59/48 199/34 159/28 192/27 36/37

$200,000–$299,999 15/44 41/43 73/40 110/37 26/52 77/53 284/37 160/43 107/46

$300,000–$399,999 4/36 4/90 38/49 17/40 1/105 12/60 187/52 46/51 135/52

$400,000–$499,999 — 4/98 23/67 10/42 1/116 — 64/71 16/29 66/52

$500,000–$599,999 1/44 2/36 9/81 2/79 — — 21/82 3/57 45/53

$600,000–$799,999 — 1/12 7/95 5/66 1/76 1/122 17/100 2/35 47/56

$800,000–$999,999 — 2/45 2/62 1/21 — — 7/61 — 26/77

$1 million + — — — 1/94 1/112 — 6/99 — 31/84

281.444.3900 • WWW.PROFESSIONALSKW.COM
8344 Spring Cypress Road, Spring, TX 77379 • Just East of Gleannloch Farms!

BUY, SELL & INVEST WITH US!

Ready to Partner or Start a Career in Real Estate? Visit www.redcareers.com/professionalsVeronica Barefi eld, CEO



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Includes entrée (lasagna, chicken penne alfredo, or spaghetti and 
meatballs), salad, and bread to feed four people. Take-out only.

Feed 4 for $35

$8.00
Gift Certifi cate

With the purchase of two entrées and two drinks. May not be combined with any other o� ers 
or specials. Valid for DINE IN ONLY. No cash value. ONE PER TABLE. Not valid with any other 
o� er. Not valid for tax, liquor, or gratuity. Expires 12-31–15.

When you purchase 
$50 in gift cards, 

you receive a 
$10 Bonus Card

Promotion begins Friday, 
November 27th through New Year's Eve.

Check out our 
‘Pans to Go’ 

menu @
www.hastalapasta.com

Hasta La Pasta
6915 Cypresswood Dr, 
Spring, TX 77379
(832) 717-7676

      
     

     
    

    
    

    
 Cyp
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    Stuebner Airline Rd.

Where we’re located.
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TO OUR LOYAL READERS IN SPRING & KLEIN
Thank youThank you

for making Community Impact Newspaper the

in the Austin, Dallas-Fort Worth & Houston areas.

main source 
for local news 

According to a 2015 survey conducted by independent research company Readex Research, 
respondents indicated Community Impact Newspaper is the most-read publication in Texas  
and the No. 1 main source for local news in the areas we serve. — www.readexresearch.com 

most-read 
publication  
in Texas.

Community Impact Newspaper is the 

DAN’S AUTOMOTIVE
19226 KUYKENDAHL Road, SPRING TX, 77379

(281) 353-6500

WWW.FIXMYCARINSPRING.COM

DAN’S AUTOMOTIVEDAN’S AUTOMOTIVE

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR & BODY SHOP

$10 OFF

Family Owned & Operated

ANY Repair Order with This Ad

Find additional specials and coupons on

DAN’S AUTOMOTIVE

24/24
Nationwide 
Warranty

hours
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR & BODY SHOP

ANY Repair Order with This Ad

4750 FM 2920 SUITE 505
SPRING, TX 77388

(281) 719-0977
www.prime9community.com

For membership, discounts, private lessons, travel teams and youth development 
programs, please contact us prime9baseball@yahoo.com

2920

R
ho

de
s 

R
d.

Falvel R
d.

Behind Neal’s Restaurant

DEC 21 AND 22
PITCHING CAMP WITH FREE STRENGTH & 
CONDITIONING AND NUTRITION TRAINING

Prime 9 Baseball Academy Focuses on 
the Physical and Mental Well Being of our Players

We Train and Develop our Players Differently

Private Try-Outs | Free Skill Evaluation | Video Analysis

We are happy to announce our new partnership 
with American Baseball Coaches Association

PLEASE CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS
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Body Language 
BOUTIQUE

CLOTHING • LINGERIE • CORSETS
SHOES • ACCESSORIES

17611 KUYKENDAHL, SPRING, TX 77379 • 432-312-1071

$ 5  O F F  $ 2 0  O R  M O R E 
OR 

2 0 %  O F F  E N T I R E  P U R C HA S E
 COUPON MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS.  EXP 1/31/16

Now Accepting New Clients!

A2Go Bookkeeping & Tax   •   www.acct2go.com   •   832-705-8047

FREE Consultation
Quick Book training • Small business start up classes 

Full cycle bookkeeping services • Personal & small 
business tax preparation

“Allow Us to be a Piece of Your Puzzle”“Allow Us to be a Piece of Your Puzzle”

Treat!                                     
WITH COOKIES, CAKEPOPS, 

CUPCAKES AND PIES.
Our bakers are busy making sure every order placed 
on or before December 21st is ready for pickup (or 

delivery) by December 24th.
 

Treat! will be open Thursday, December 24th until 
2pm with a limited menu of our cupcakes. 

Treat!                                     is ready for the holidays
Treat-Cupcakes.com

or call 281-251-0016

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE
and

BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

Treat-Cupcakes.comVisit our website
126 Vintage Park Blvd. (in the Piazza) • Houston TX 77070

Fr�  cakepop!
Expires 12/30/15.

COME SEE US FOR A 

Eat Fresh. Eat Better.

Buy 2 Bowls
Get 3rd Bowl 1/2 off!

Not to be combined with other offers. 
Must present coupon. Exp 1/15/16.

Carry Out Special
21212 Kuykendahl Rd. 
Ste A
Spring TX 77379
281-288-3232
281-288-3234 (fax)
Wackymongoliangrill.com

$5 off
$30 or more

DINE IN ONLY
One coupon per table.  Not to be combined with other offers.  

No separate checks. Must present coupon. Exp 1/15/16.

Buy 1 Bowl
Get 2nd Bowl 1/2 off!

DINE IN ONLY
One coupon per table.  Not to be combined with other offers. 

No separate checks. Must present coupon. Exp 1/15/16.
FREE Cucumber Salad

&
FREE Ice Cream!

Happy Hour 2pm-4pm
$2 Domestics and
$3 Imports Specials

249 45

Kuykendahl Rd.

FM 2920

 Scan the QR code and sub-
mit your phone or email info 
and we’ll send you 10% off 
dinner discount coupons!  



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com36

TUESDAY�THURSDAY
(4) $500 Games & (4) $750 Games

Computers 3 for $55 | $750 Bonanza Included

FRIDAY
(4) $500 Games & (4) $750 Games

Computers Just $20 each!

SATURDAY
Super $750 Blowout Every Saturday Night!

Featuring (9) $750 Games

SUNDAY FUNDAY
(4) $500 Games and (4) $750 Games

Computers 3 for $40!

8921 Louetta, Suite A   |   Spring, TX 77379   |   281�257�2769   |   triplecrownbingo.com

Great food � full service kitchen beer/wine   |   Friendly staff
Separate smoking and nonsmoking areas

Paying out over $5000 Nightly   |  Open 6 nights a week

Sponsored by: American Legion Post 654, Lions Club, American Legion Post 594, Knights of Columbus 11866

FREE 
FOUNTAIN DRINK 
from The Grand Prize Grill

with Bingo purchase

Sponsored by: American Legion Post 654, Lions Club, American 
Legion Post 594, Knights of Columbus 11866

Tues�Sat. Starting Time 7:30PM, Sundays at 6 PM

CLOSED ON CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY 
AS WELL AS NEW YEARS EVE AND NEW YEARS DAY!
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Now 

Enrolling!
18 mos. – 5 yrs.

Free registration when you mention this ad.

Montessori certified program

Degreed teachers

Enrichment programs

Kindergarten preparedness

281.257.2700
info@championsmontessori.com

Montessori certified programMontessori certified program

START THEIR WORLD OFF RIGHT

championsmontessori.com

CHAMPIONS MONTESSORI SCHOOL

®

19370 I-45
281.907.6553

24433 Katy Frwy.
281.394.2002

Highway 6 & FM 529
281.550.7070

FM 1960 & Eldridge
281.955.5595

HOUSTON LOCATIONS

32910 FM 2978
832.934.2595

NORTHWEST

Dirt N’ Worms

KATY MAGNOLIASPRING

20450 SW Freeway
281.239.6900

SUGAR LAND
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

281.920.9040

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10

THE TASTE THAT brings you back®

NEW LOCATION

Dairy Ashford + I-10
SW of Intersection

MINI CUSTARD SUNDAE

Good for one mini sundae, up to three toppings. Present this offer card when ordering at one of these Freddy’s locations. Some  restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

ORIGINAL Yum!

®
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State Test

$100

$100

832-698-1641

The Woodlands, TX
Creekside

Accredited by
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Where a Mohr 
beautiful smile begins

OHR

RTHODONTICS

Your last excuse to not get braces 
JUST VANISHED!

MINI METAL, CLEAR, INVISALIGN & INVISALIGN TEEN

Brian A. Mohr, DDS, PA
ORTHODONTIST

7623 Louetta Rd, Suite 101 • Spring 77379
www.bmohrortho.com

COME SMILE WITH US!
Call today for your complimentary 

orthodontic evaluation

281-376-9670
No referral necessary

Most insurances accepted

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

(most cases)

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Factory Maintenance

Free Loaner Cars

0% Financing Available

Post-Repair Follow Up 

(All Makes 

& Models)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

(major repairs)

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Louetta

www.LouettaAuto.com   

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm  Sat 7am-6pm

8330 Cypresswood Dr.  832.559.3427

25

$

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

 

Cannot combine with any other offers. 

Tires & batteries excluded. Invoice must exceed 

qualifying amount prior to discount. Limited time.

SERVICE SUPERSAVER 3-PACK

O
F

F

10

$

O
F

F

5

$

STATE INSPECTION DISCOUNT

XCICA61512

Receive $5 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions 

inspection. Regular price $25.50. Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 

must be paid regardless of pass or fail. Coupon valid for emissions inspections 

only. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or special offers. Limited time.

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

.

.

.

.

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil

New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids

Set Tire Pressure

XCICA11512

XCICA41512

XCICA51512

OFF 

ANY SERVICE 

$150 OR MORE

 

Cannot combine with any other offers. 

Tires & batteries excluded. Invoice must exceed 

qualifying amount prior to discount. Limited time.

 

Cannot combine with any other offers. 

Tires & batteries excluded. Invoice must exceed 

qualifying amount prior to discount. Limited time.

50

$

OFF 

ANY SERVICE 

$500 OR MORE

125

$

OFF 

ANY SERVICE 

$999 OR MORE

XCICA31512
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*XCICA11512*

*XCICA61512*

*XCICA31512*

*XCICA41512* *XCICA51512*

AMBIT ENERGY provides electricity and natural gas services 
in deregulated markets across the United States

Ask me how you can be your own boss and gain fi nancial freedom with AMBIT ENERGY

KELLI MCNEIL, INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT
Seamless turnkey transfers • Easy online bill pay

ambitenergygold.myambit.com | 832-253-8668

Residential and Commercial 
Services Available!

Ask about free electricity 
with referral!

marvinositaliankitchen.com • aliciasmexicangrille.com • dariosamericancuisine.commarvinositaliankitchen.com • aliciasmexicangrille.com • dariosamerican uisine.com

Free Kids Meal 
with Purchase of Adult Plate & Beverage
One per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

 Expires 1/14/16

Alicia’s Cypress
26326 Northwest Freeway

Cypress, TX 77429
281-304-1833

Alicia’s Houston
12002 Richmond Ave Ste 100

Houston, TX 77082
713-575-2550

Alicia’s Katy
25725 Katy Freeway Katy, 

TX 77484
281-347-1800

Dario’s American Cuisine
14315 Cypress Rosehill Rd

Cypress, TX 77429
281-304-1825

Marvino’s Italian Kitchen
24002 Northwest Fwy 
Cypress, TX 77429

832-220-7200

Kuykendahl Rd.

2920 Alicia’s Spring
20920 Kuykendahl Rd
Spring, TX 77379-3378
281-350-8383

Now Booking Holidays Parties at all Locations

Dario’s

Alicia’sMarvino’s

Marvino’s
ITALIAN  KITCHEN
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134  V INTAGE  PARK  BLVD. ,  STE  F  HOUSTON,  TX   77070 
281 -655 -0069  • FredAs ta i reChamp ions.com

E -Ma i l :  FADSChamp ions@FADSChamp ions . com

VINTAGE PARK SHOPPING CENTER

Introduce yourself...
To our world of dancing

Introduce yourself...
To our world of dancing

• We make dancing fun and easy to learn. 

• No partner needed.

• Schedule your lesson
Tuesday–Saturday

4  L E S S O N S 
F O R  $6 0

• Open 7 days a week  
- No appointment needed!

•   WAHOO!® – (Wait At Home 
Or Office); we’ll call you to let 
you know when your exam 
room will be ready!

1-844-852-4294  •  NextCare.com

$25  
Flu Shots

1104 Rayford Road, Ste #500
Spring, TX • 77386

R
ichard

 R
d

.

45

G
eneva D

r.

Lazy Ln.

Rayford R d.

Visit website for location details  
and additional Texas locations

TX_CommunityImpact_Rayford - 0815 UPDATED.indd   1 8/24/2015   3:42:49 PM

Gentle Dental Care
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Achieve Your Smile Goal! 

Nancy Le D.M.D.,
Randy Robinson D.D.S.,

Nilofar Ali D.D.S.Evening & 

Saturday 

Appointments

Relaxing Gas • Easy Payment Plans • Se Habla Español

 texasgentledental.com

• Zoom! Teeth Whitening in 1 hour
• Veneers & Bonding
• Implants
• ClearCorrect-invisible braces
• Oral Surgeon on sta� 
• Children’s Dentist on sta� /oral sedation 
• Medicaid & Texas Chips Program

• Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures & Partial Dentures
• One Visit Root Canals
• Invisalign - straighten teeth without braces
• Periodontist (Gum Specialist)
• Care Credit accepted
• Painless anesthetic system called the “Wand”

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
$95 FOR ADULTS • 
$85 FOR CHILDREN

Exam, Bitewing X-rays, & Regular Cleaning
Call for Details. Unless gum disease is 

present. ADA Codes 150, 1110, 274, 1120. 
Limited time o� er. Not valid with other o� ers. 

Expires 12/29/15.

Veeners, Lumineers, whitening etc.
Not valid with other o� ers. 

Expires 12/29/15

30% OFF
Cosmetic Services

16312 Stuebner Airline
Spring, TX 77379

281-379-3636

2400 FM 2920
Spring, TX 77388

281-353-6300

Time to maximize your dental benefi ts. Here is a $50 gift 
to help you get started. May be used on any and all dental 

services. Expires 12/29/15.

THE END OF THE YEAR 
IS APPROACHING! 

 texasgentledental.com

Veeners, Lumineers, whitening etc.

30% OFF

to help you get started. May be used on any and all dental 

“If it is worth remembering... it is worth custom framing!”
Picture Worth Custom Framing is a full service frame shop.

19778 Interstate 45, Suite A 
Spring, Texas 77373

(near Top Golf in the Conn’s center)

WE PICK UP + WE DELIVER = FREE TIME
We pick up your Art and deliver a Masterpiece! 

 3rd picture is of equal or lesser value to the 40% off 
picture. Coupon may not be combined with any other 

offer.  Exp 1/15/16

Melissa Johnson 
General Manager

 Coupon may not be combined with any 
other offer.  Exp 1/15/16

1ST PIC: 30% OFF FRAMING
2ND PIC: 40% OFF FRAMING
3RD PIC: FREE FRAMING!

$100 
WORTH OF FRAMING 

FOR $39

Hours: Mon – Fri 10am – 6pm
                         Sat 10am – 1pm
Phone: 281-742-0102
Website: www.picworthcf.com

“If it is worth remembering... it is worth custom framing!”“If it is worth remembering... it is worth custom framing!”

BEFORE AFTER
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713-481-4494
9350 FM 1960 West, Houston, TX 77070
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm | Sat 9am-1pm

Discount applies to paint only. For a limited time only. Not valid with other offers, promotions or on insurance claims. Offer does not apply to trucks, vans, SUVs, 
commercial vehicles, and other oversized vehicles. Body work, environmental fees, rust repair & stripping of old paint at an additional charge. Valid for retail 
customers at participating locations only. Offer may not be redeemed for any work in progress or in conjunction with prior purchase. Additional exclusions may 
apply. Void where prohibited.

AS LOW AS $299
OVERALL ENAMEL 
PAINT SERVICES

1/2 OFF OVERALL ENAMEL
PAINT SERVICES

$299
Discount applies to paint only. For a limited time only. Not valid with other offers, promotions or on insurance claims. Offer does not apply to 
trucks, vans, SUV’s, commercial vehicles, and other oversized vehicles. Body work, environmental fees, rust repair & stripping of old paint 
at an additional charge. Valid for retail customers at participating locations only. Offer may not be redeemed for any work in progress or in 
conjunction with prior purchase. Additional exclusions may apply. Void where prohibited.

AS LOW AS 

FREE 3-piece Tenders, Sandwich or Salad Meal 
with purchase of any combo meal of equal or greater value

Present this coupon when ordering. Expires 1/31/16.  
Valid at PDQ Vintage Park only. Not valid with any other offer.

BUY ONE, GET ONE
COMBO MEAL

VINTAGE PARK
10723 Louetta Road 
281.520.4015

DINE-IN or DRIVE-THRU
eatPDQ.com     eatPDQ

MEET SANTA
Saturday

December 19th 
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Special treat 
for good 
girls and 
boys

Bring your 
camera 
for photos 
with Santa

NOW OPEN
READY FOR A CAREER CHANGE?  BE YOUR OWN BOSS!

Franchise Opportunity in Spring
FOR SALE  Smart Drinks & Nutrition Store

Charles Levinson   •   281-705-2490

For more information, please visit
www.bizbuysell.com/listings/Profile/?q=1226946

www.smartdrinks.com

For more than 12 years, Smart Drinks & Nutrition has been the world's original blend of 
fresh fruit smoothies and drinks. Over time Smart Drinks & Nutrition has added sports 

and health nutritional supplements to its product line. 

Through our time-tested business model, Smart Drinks & Nutrition offers franchisees 
the chance to leverage a unique concept that combines deliciously blended fresh fruit 

drinks and fresh veggie drinks and other healthy menu items and nutritional supplements. 
As a Smart Drinks & Nutrition Franchisee you'll also benefit from owning a business that 

features significant competitive advantages and the fruit smoothies taste as well our 
fresh veggie are great, too! 

®
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/
Italian Restaurant and Sports Bar

 HAS PARTNERED WITH  

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY FROM 8 PM-2 AM

WE MERGED TO BRING YOU BIGGER AND BETTER EVENTS!
@5900 N. FWY BETWEEN TIDWELL AND PARKER | 713.824.8194 

INCOME TAX • BOOKING • PAYROLL

Growing to serve 
your financial needs

Prepare your Taxes online! Call for instructions

www.tenfortyplus.com

HELPING YOU TO ACHIEVE YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS

281-397-7777

WE ARE THE SMALL BUSINESS  
EXPERTS AND WE CARE ABOUT YOU.

TAX PREPERATION FEES
TAX SEASON STARTS IN JANUARY EVERY YEAR. 

NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO REVIEW 
WHERE YOU STAND SO FAR IN 2015 

FREE CONSULTATION!
COME REVIEW YOUR 2015 TAXES

• 1040 ez.  $25.00
• 1040a  $47.50
• 1040w/eic   $75.00
• 1040 multiple form  $250.00
• 1040 multiple complex  $350.00
• Partnership  $500.00
• Corporate $750.00
• Franchise $100.00
• Bookkeeping (Per Month)

30 Transactions  $75.00 
100 Transactions  $125.00 
200 Transactions  $225.00 
300 Transactions  $300.00

• Payroll $10.00

• APPETIZERS • BBQ • SANDWICHES
• CHICAGO STYLE   DEEP DISH PIZZA

• THIN CRUST PIZZAS

DEC. 17TH 
BNETRADIO CHRISTMAS PARTY 

CLUB AREA 45 • HOUSTON

FREE ENTRY ALL NIGHT!

MORE DETAILS & THE 
AMAZING TALENT LINEUP 

COMING SOON!

KITCHEN OPEN  NOW!
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19010 Northwest Fwy (Hwy 290)
Houston, TX 77065

joemyerstoyota.com

281-549-2234
Monday-Saturday, 9:00am - 9:00pm

closed Sunday
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CastlebridgeDr.

19010 Northwest Fwy (Hwy 290)
Houston, TX 77065

joemyerstoyota.com

281-549-2234
Monday-Saturday, 9:00am - 9:00pm

closed Sunday
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CastlebridgeDr.CastlebridgeDr.

3 GENERATIONS: 
JERRY ROCCO WITH 
HIS DAUGHTER AND 

GRANDSON

STATE OF THE ART SERVICE AND PARTS CENTER NOW OPEN

NEW 2016 TOYOTA 
TUNDRA SR

$26,888
SR Model 8239

4.6L | V8
Double Cab
Automatic

$1,999 down plus tax, title, license and $150 doc fee due at lease signing
36 months, 12k miles per year, $0 security deposit

OR LEASE FOR ONLY $299/MO.

OR GET 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS

All offers with approved credit. Must present ad before negotiations to receive ad prices or special offers. All advertised prices and payments exclude tax, title, and license and $150 document fee. Pictures for illustration only. College grad and military rebates are not included in any offer except where noted. 
Rebates and incentives are subject to change from Toyota without notice and may affect negotiated price. No dealers, brokers, employees or their families. Advertised vehicles one per family or business only. Special APR not available on advertised specials. Offers cannot be combined. See us for details.

NEW 2016 TOYOTA 
CAMRY LE

$19,888 OR LEASE FOR 
ONLY $199/MO

Model 2532
Automatic

$1,999 down plus tax, title, license and $150 doc fee due at lease signing
36 months, 12k miles per year, $0 security deposit

Includes $1,500 rebate or 0% for 60 months.

Includes $1,500 rebate or 0% for 60 months.

MSRP $29,650

MSRP $24,085

NEW 2016 TOYOTA 
COROLLA

$15,888 OR LEASE FOR 
ONLY $169/MO

Model 1832
Automatic

$999 down plus tax, title, license and $150 doc fee due at lease signing
36 months, 12k miles per year, $0 security deposit

MSRP $18,955

STATE OF THE ART SERVICE AND PARTS CENTER NOW OPEN

$$15,88815,888

THE ALL NEW 2016 TACOMA ON SALE NOW!

2015 TOYOTA 
RAV4 LE

$20,888
Model 4430

$999 Down Plus Tax, Title, License and $150 Doc fee due at lease signing.  
36 months, 12K miles per year, $0 Security deposit.

Includes $1,500 
rebate or lease for 

$199 a month.
MSRP $25,6095
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