
Plano’s economic incentive efforts are coming full circle

By Kelley Crimmins
Since welcoming Frito-Lay in 1985, 

Plano has used tax abatements, grants 
and other economic incentives to attract 
an array of corporate relocations and 
headquarters. In the past few decades, 
the city has built upon its corporate and 
community-wide amenities to entice 
companies from a variety of industries. 

With global names like Liberty 

Mutual, Toyota Motor North America 
and FedEx Office and Print Services 
making their way to Plano, Economic 
Development Director Sally Bane said 
the city has a long history of corporate 
successes to market itself well into the 
21st century. 

“It takes a while for communities to 
do that; you have to have all sorts of 
right ingredients,” she said. “All things 

together make the whole greater than 
the parts separated out. It’s bigger than 
just Legacy West or Granite Park.”

Laying the groundwork
Since its creation in 2006, Plano’s 

Economic Development Incentive 
Fund has helped bring $1.7 billion in 
improvements in the form of corporate 
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Planners eye US 75 for redevelopment
CityLine completion spurring change 

See Corridor | 18By Kelley Crimmins and Vallari Gupte

Motorists traveling along US 75 through Plano can expect to see transformations along the corridor over the next 10 to 20 years as the city considers new land use strategies.

Area leaders bank on city’s history of corporate attraction to compete regionally, nationally
Economic development
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$1.7 billion
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TAKE THE POLL

What do you envision for the Collin 
Creek Mall area if it is redeveloped?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/pln-poll.

FROM THE EDITOR
It is hard to believe 

another year has nearly 
come and gone. 2015 has 
been an extraordinary 
year for Plano and the 
North Texas region as a 
whole. People and their 
families continue to move 
to Plano almost every 
day as the result of its 
thriving local businesses 
and a pattern of corporate 

relocations. With these two economic drivers come 
both opportunities and challenges for the city and its 
leaders. Like many, I am interested to see how Plano 
continues to settle into the mature city it is becoming. 

As the most built out city in Collin County, 
Plano has an opportunity to set the precedent for 
the way sister cities, such as Frisco and McKinney, 

will grow. We explore this dynamic on Page 18 with 
an introduction to the city’s long-term vision for 
transforming the US 75 corridor. Our story on Page 21 
also explains how Plano’s economic incentives deals 
are connected to the city’s ability to keep up with the 
increasing demand for services and infrastructure. 

Before we embark on another year, be on the lookout 
for our upcoming January issue. In it, we reflect on 
Plano’s most important news that has occurred over 
the past 12 months and look ahead to another year. 

As always, I welcome you to reach out to me with 
your suggestions, feedback and questions by emailing 
me at kcrimmins@communityimpact.com.

Kelley Crimmins
EDITOR

kcrimmins@communityimpact.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCONTENTS
LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How can Collin County help to 
enhance services for local veterans?

  57.14%                                             Advocate for the 

construction of a VA hospital in Collin County

  28.57%                    Provide training to help veterans 

launch a career or trade 

  14.29%     Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 11/25/15–12/16/15.

Local veterans are looking forward to the new Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs’ outpatient clinic in Plano that is 
scheduled to open in May. The region’s veteran popula-
tion is expected to increase over the next several years.
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Correction: Volume 2, Issue 3
“Texas Health Plano to expand service areas, operating 
rooms (Page 19):” The hospital opened five new rooms 
in June and will be adding five more to be complete 
in late 2016. The rooms will take the place of a few 
of the hospital’s older rooms that are too small to 
accommodate the new technology, according to hospital 
representatives.

Chips - Mar 25
Night Out - May 22

ArtFest- Sept 17
Steinfest-Oct 29

For more details visit www.visitdowntownplano.com

Ringing in 
the new 
year with 

Downtown 
Plano

Mark your 2016 calendar
 for all of  e events coming...
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8  My House Fitness Plano will open 
at 8200 Preston Road, Ste. 125, in 
early February. A community-focused 
fitness center, My House Fitness is 
focused on full-body wellness and 
offers small-sized classes as well as 
individual, family and group training. 
Use of its fully equipped gym and 
fitness center will be by appointment 
only.  972-468-9555. 
www.myhousefitness.com

Relocations

9  Tailgaters Pub and Grill moved 
from 7777 Warren Parkway in Frisco 
to 8906 Ohio Drive in Plano. The 
previous location closed Aug. 28 and 
the Plano restaurant is expected to 
open in late December. The sports bar 
will feature about 35 big-screen TVs 
where guests can watch about five 
different sports games at a time.  
www.tailgaterssportbar.com

Now Open

1  Asian Delights Cafe opened 
Nov. 1 at 2929 Custer Road, Ste. 315. 
The Asian-fusion vegan restaurant 
specializes in Malaysian, Thai and 
Chinese cuisines. Owner Sean Wong 
also operates Sykamore Vegan 
House in Dallas. Specialties include 
lemongrass soy chicken, flat fried 
noodle dishes and other vegetarian 
meat,  tofu and vegetarian dishes.  
972-985-8889. www.sykamore.net  

2  Basera Indian Cuisine opened  
a banquet hall called Basera Banquet 
Hall on Dec. 6 at 8232 Preston Road, 
Ste. 120. The event space can hold 
about 100 people and is equipped with 
a sound and projector system. The 
banquet hall is available for both family 
events and corporate meetings.  
972-666-8266 www.basera-dfw.com

3  Hotel Saravanaa Bhavan, a 
vegetarian restaurant featuring Indian 
cuisine, opened Dec. 5 at 8908 Ohio 
Drive. The restaurant chain has about 
56 locations throughout the world 
and offers catering services and to-go 
orders. 469-362-7755.  
www.saravanabhavan.com 
 
4  Tight Ends Sports Bar and Grill 

opened in early November at  
5584 SH 121. The restaurant features 
an all-female wait staff and serves 
bar food, Buffalo wings, salads and 
sandwiches. The bar and grill also 
shows professional and collegiate 
sports games on a number of big-
screen TVs. 469-850-6796.  
www.tightendssportsbar.com

5  YogaFit Studios opened Dec. 1 
at 2865 McDermott Road, Ste 210. 
The studio is open 24 hours a day and 
new members get free access for one 

week. Flexible schedules and classes 
for different types of yoga are also 
available. 214-400-5330.  
www.yogafitstudios.com

Coming Soon

6  CPR Cell Phone Repair is set to 
open in January at 8604 Preston Road. 
The business specializes in fixing 
broken display screens on cell phones, 
iPads and other tablets. The shop also 
has a Dallas location at 18352 N. Dallas 
Parkway, Ste. 128. 469-546-9845.  
www.cellphonerepair.com/north-dallas 
 
7  Mi Dia from Scratch is set to 

open Dec. 21 at 3310 Dallas Parkway, 
Ste. 105, in West Plano Village. The 
restaurant specializes in Santa Fe-
style and Tex-Mex cuisine with a 
drink menu that includes specialty 
margaritas.  
www.midiafromscratch.com

Map not 
to scale North 

Plano

1

10

5
4

8

6

2

11

127

3 9

National Dr.

Gillespie Dr.

Expert Tax Attorneys 
and Enrolled Agents

5164 Village Creek Dr. Suite 300, Plano
www.TaxFacts.co • 972-596-1296
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President George 
Bush Turnpike

W. Plano Pkwy.

• Individuals and Business Tax 
Advisement and Planning

• Individuals and Business Income 
Tax Returns Preparation and Filing

• Delinquent Tax Returns
• Audits, Appeals, Collection Actions
• Offers in Compromise

• Penalty Abatement
• Lien and Levy Actions
• Collection Hearings
• Criminal Tax Investigations
• Tax Court Litigation

Put Our Tax Professionals on Your Team!

SPECIALIZING IN 
RESIDENTIAL, INVESTMENT 
AND COMMERCIAL SALES.

Call Mona Lisa today
FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

469.667.5870
Lisa@MonaLisaRealty.com

THE MONA LISA 
HOME TEAM
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Foley Pools Inc. moved from its Plano 
location at 8612 Preston Road to 
6065 Sports Village Road, Ste. 100, in 
Frisco in late November. The family-
owned business specializes in outdoor 
swimming pool construction and 
custom design of grills, bars, fire pits 
and water features. Foley Pools’ new 
showroom is 4,000 square feet.  
972-423-7178. www.foleypools.com

10  Employee Solutions broke ground 
on a new headquarters building at  
3585 National Drive. The company 
provides staffing services and is 
working out of rented space at  
6404 International Parkway. The 
new 15,000-square-foot building is 
expected to be complete in June. The 
company has been in Plano since 2007. 
214-420-8367.  
www.employeesolutions.com

Anniversaries

11  St. Paul Christian School 
celebrates its 20th anniversary at  
St. Paul Lutheran Church, located at 
6565 Independence Parkway. A meet 
and greet session for alumni and 
parents will be held from 9-11 a.m. 
Jan 16, followed by a children’s chapel 
service at 11 a.m. The school specializes 
in spiritual education through music, 
individual and group activities for 
children between the ages of 18 months 
and 6 years old. 972-491-5443.  
www.stpaulplano.org

Closings 
 
12  Capriotti’s Sandwich Shop has 
closed at 4021 Preston Road,  
Ste. 616. The counter-service deli chain 
in Lakeside Market served signature 
subs, salads and kids’ meals in a casual 
setting. The franchise owners are 
currently renovating the space and 
will reopen as America’s Best Deli and 
Sandwiches. www.capriottis.com  
 
In the News

Plano Symphony Orchestra, located 
at 5236 Tennyson Parkway, Ste. 
200, named Robert Reed as its new 
executive director. Reed starts in 
March, replacing Debbie Watson. 
Watson has been with the symphony 
since 1983 when it was founded. 
Reed has more than two decades of 
experience and served as the executive 
director for the Corpus Christi 
Symphony for five years. 972-473-7262. 
www.planosymphony.org

Compiled by Kelley Crimmins  
and Vallari Gupte

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com

The lemongrass soy chicken ($10.95) at Asian 
Delights Cafe is a house specialty.
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Hotel Saravanaa Bhavan’s tomato onion chili 
uthappam ($8.99) is made from rice flour.
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YogaFit Studios opened Dec. 1 and offers the 
first week free for new members. 
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The Plano Symphony Orchestra will welcome 
new Executive Director Robert Reed in March.
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for each customer at Mi Dia From Scratch.
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IMPACTS   |   SOUTH 

and applicant forms for interested 
purchasers are available online. 
972-247-0003 www.autowebexpo.com 
 
Coming Soon 
 
9  Minyards Sunfresh Plano at  

4836 W. Park Blvd. has closed and 
will be reopening as a Kroger grocery 
store before Dec. 25. This will be the 
sixth Kroger store in Plano. Kroger’s 
management will consider applications 
from the existing 60 Minyards 
Sunfresh Plano employees and plans 
to hire a total of 100 employees at the 
location. www.kroger.com 
 
10  Safari Run is opening its first 
franchise outside of California in Plano 
at 2300 Coit Road, Ste. 300. A play 
and entertainment center for children, 
Safari Run will offer event space for 
birthday parties and lounging areas 
for adults. The entertainment center 
is currently under construction and is 
expected to open in March 2016.  
www.safarirun.com

Now Open

1  Marlene Jewelry Designs opened 
Nov. 7 at 1915 N. US 75, Ste. 260. The 
design and repair shop was formerly 
M.S. Jewelry located at Custer and 
Parker roads. Owner Marlene Munoz 
specializes in creating custom jewelry 
and learned the trade from her father 
when she was a child. The shop is 
running specials through December. 
214-918-8178.  
www.marlenejewelrydesigns.com

2  Pennsylvania-based company 
Advanced Flooring & Design has 
opened its first distribution center 
west of the Mississippi River at 2901 
Technology Drive. The 72,388-square-
foot warehouse carries products, such 
as ceramic tile, hardwoods and window 
coverings. 215-628-9201.  
www.advancedflooringanddesign.com 
 
3  Aligned Data Centers held a 

grand opening Nov. 19 marking the 
completion of the first phase of its 

data center complex at 2800 Summit 
Ave. The campus will provide 300,000 
square feet of space and 30 megawatts 
of power when it is complete in early 
2016. The facility will be the first data 
center to offer consumption-based 
pricing. 800-232-2817.  
www.aligneddatacenters.com 
 
4  PDQ opened its 50th restaurant 

and third Dallas-Fort Worth location 
in Plano at 1151 Preston Road on  
Dec. 13. PDQ, which stands for “people 
dedicated to quality,” specializes 
in hand-breaded chicken tenders, 
hand-tossed salads, made-to-order 
sandwiches, fresh-cut fries and hand-
spun milkshakes. 214-233-7290.  
www.eatpdq.com 
 
5  L.A. Bikini held its grand opening 

Dec. 10 at 1855 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 
500. The studio uses formulated sugar 
paste to remove unwanted body hair. 
The process allows hair removal 
without the pain and trauma of 
waxing. The studio also offers airbrush 

tanning. 972-735-9444.  
www.mylabikini.com 
 
6  Asana Dental opened in late 

October at 2220 Coit Road,  
Ste. 570. The dental office specializes 
in eliminating pain and anxiety 
through sedation dentistry in a spa-like 
environment. 972-964-6500.  
www.asanadental.com 
 
7  Allred Wilcox & Hartley PLLC 

opened in late October at 1022 E. 
15th St. in downtown Plano.  As a 
business law firm, partners Aaron 
Allred, John Wilcox and Floyd Hartley 
focus on merger acquisition real estate 
transactions, private equity, general 
corporate and finance transactions. 
214-224-0888. www.adw-pllc.com 
 
8  Auto Web Expo opened  

Nov. 2 at 4472 W. Plano Parkway. 
The dealership sells luxury preowned 
cars at low prices with a number of 
finance options. Payment estimates are 
possible before visiting the dealership 

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Compiled by Kelley Crimmins  
and Vallari Gupte

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com

Relocations

11  Auto Merchants moved from 4008 
W. Plano Parkway to 4464 W. Plano 
Parkway, where it moved into a bigger 
location on Nov. 1. The preowned 
car dealership also has locations in 
Arlington, Fort Worth and Dallas.  
469-429-4008.  
www.automerchants.com

Anniversaries

12  Smoke will celebrate its one-year 
anniversary Jan. 9 at 2408 Preston 
Road, Ste. 704-A. The restaurant 
features homegrown, handmade foods 
ranging from steak to chicken and 
seafood. Smoke’s chefs also specialize 
in smoked meats and home-cook-style 
meals. 972-599-2222.  
www.smokerestaurant.com

13  Optum Clinic+Urgent Care 
celebrated its one-year anniversary 
Dec. 15 at 2100 Dallas Parkway. In 
addition to providing care for a variety 
of illnesses and injuries to children and 
adults, the clinic also offers cosmetic 
services, including wrinkle treatments 
and facial peels. 877-456-5506. 
www.optumclinic.com 

14  This Side UP! Family is celebrating 
its fifth anniversary in December. 
The nonprofit organization offers 
fun and educational family wellness 
and strengthening programs with an 
emphasis on the importance of quality 
family time. The organization serves all 
of Collin County. 972-633-8783.  
www.thissideupfamily.org 

Name Change

15  Baylor Regional Medical Center at 
Plano, located at 4700 Alliance Blvd., 
has changed its name to Baylor Scott & 
White Medical Center Plano. The  
160-bed facility is part of the health 
care system’s North Texas division.  
469-814-2000. www.baylorhealth.com

In the News

16  Michael Mazur has been named 
the new managing director of Plano 
Children’s Theatre, located at 1301 
Custer Road, Ste. 706. Mazur has 
written and directed productions 
in London, Hollywood and Paris, 
in addition to a 20-year career in 
performing arts education working 
with students. 972-422-2575.  
www.planochildrenstheatre.org  

Marlene Jewelry Designs offers customized 
jewelry design at 1915 N. US 75.
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PDQ’s chicken tender basket ($7.29) comes 
with a choice of several homemade sauces. 
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features red vinegar, mustard and coleslaw.
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opened in December 2004.
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ABA and Health and Behavioral 
Intervention Clinic

The Shape Of Behavior
4235 Cedar Springs Rd. • Dallas, TX 75219

Toll Free: 866.437.2165 
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been
in business since 2000. 

Sale Price: $26,595 MSRP:$33,990 plus ttl

One to choose from.

Plano’s family owned Chevrolet Dealer

Sale Price includes a Huf� nes Discount of $4,895 and Rebates of $2,500. Rebates end 1/4/16

Stock  N0747 2015 
IMPALA 2LT

Purchase any new vehicle from 
Huf� nes Chevrolet and receive a

$300
visa gift card

one per customer, card will be provided on day of 
purchase. Offer expires 1/30/16

972-395-5095 | 1001 Coit Rd • Plano
www.huffineschevyplano.com
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9 Round Kickboxing
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Steve Krusemark, third from left, and his wife, Zoila, fourth from left, run 9 Round Kickboxing with 
a team of trainers who are experienced in various forms of fitness, from aerobics to martial arts. 
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9 Round Kickboxing
Local gym focuses on 30-minute sessions

F rom inside their modest 
storefront at Legacy Drive 
and Independence Parkway, 9 

Round Kickboxing owners Steve and 
Zoila Krusemark provide continuous 
30-minute workout sessions. 

With a steady supply of energizing 
tunes, the gym is designed to attract 
anyone looking to get fit without 
getting bored. Members have no class 
schedule to adhere to and can walk 
in anytime during the gym’s business 
hours. The circuits are always open 
and are led by a staff of experienced 
trainers, Steve Krusemark said. 

At least one trainer is on the floor at 
all times to assist the group as mem-
bers rotate throughout the circuit, 
Krusemark said. 

The fitness model, which is a depar-
ture from the traditional one-on-one 
personal training experience in favor 
of a group activity, helps create a more 
positive and dynamic environment for 
his customers, he said.

“What I expect from my trainers is 
[for them to] invest time with [each 
member] and try to understand what’s 
important to them and what they are 
trying to achieve,” Krusemark said. 
“Trainers are included; it’s their job   
to listen and learn so they can provide 
the motivation.”

Trainer Barb O’Connell has worked 
in the fitness industry for more than 
20 years. Her background in personal 
training complements her fellow         
9 Round trainers, whose backgrounds 
are typically in mixed martial arts 
and boxing.

“I’m a stickler on form and making 
sure people do things right,” she said. 

While 9 Round circuit training does 
incorporate a lot of boxing and mixed 
martial art moves, its overall purpose 
is to help members achieve their over-
all fitness goals, not become expert 
professionals, O’Connell said.

 “We do so many things—we’re 
up and down off the ground, we’re 
twisting, we’re pushing, we’re pulling. 
You’re using your body in every way; 
it’s very functional,” she said. 

While some might consider the 
gym space close quarters, the smaller 
space lends to the camaraderie that is 
developed between members and their 
trainers, O’Connell said. Members 
also rely on each other for support and 
encouragement, particularly when 
someone is just starting out, she said.

“It’s so much fun to watch them go 
from not doing anything to just doing 
amazing things. It’s really a great con-
fidence builder,” O’Connell said.

Plano resident Leslie Hemby 
celebrated her one-year anniversary 
as a 9 Round member in November. 
She said the ability to get a 30- or 
60-minute workout in as it fits her 
schedule is the gym’s biggest bonus. 
After a year, Hemby said she is in the 
best shape of her life.

“What got me in was [the fact that] 
I like a smaller setting,” she said. “The 
atmosphere is amazing and it brings 
you in every day. The trainers can 
totally adapt [the workout] for you, it 
doesn’t matter what level you’re at. I’m 
just a whole different person than I 
was a year ago.”

Fellow 9 Round member Robert 
Enriquez was diagnosed with 
hypertension in his early 30s and 

BUSINESS FEATURE

3020 Legacy Drive, Ste. 110
972-618-7089
www.9round.com/fitness/plano-tx
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 6 a.m.-1 p.m., 3:30-8 
p.m.; Fri. 6 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7 p.m.; 
Sat. 8 a.m.-noon

Robert Enriquez joined 9 Round Kickboxing a 
year ago to improve his health and stamina. 

Joe Cutaia, 60, practices his roundhouse kicks 
with trainer Sovandy Om at 9 Round in Plano.

By Kelley Crimmins

said he has noticed tremendous 
improvements to his overall health 
thanks to the gym’s program.

“I knew I had to do more than just 
home video [workouts],” Enriquez 
said. “I want to make sure I can handle 
my blood pressure without having to 
get back on my medications.”

Krusemark said people are moti-
vated to take control of their lives. 

“Whether they’re overweight or not 
fit or on medication, they come in here 
with a desire to go in there and bring 
about change in their life,” he said.

Immediate 
tightening

Reduced urge for 
urination

Increased 
moisture

Improved satisfaction with 
rejuvenated appearance

Top 4 Reasons We Love
NON-SURGICAL VAGINAL REJUVENATION

PLANO AESTHETICS
3108 Midway Road. Suite 102, Plano, Texas 75093 | 972.985.8080 | thermivadallas.com

Mention this ad  
and receive  

$500  OFF 
Thermiva.
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Mama’s Daughters’ Diner 
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Norma Manis’ family members Laura Bowers (left), Bonnie Jaggers, and Jaggers’ mother, Nancy 
Procaccini, carry on their late matriarch’s legacy at Mama’s Daughters’ Diner in Plano. 
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Mama’s Daughters’ Diner
Comfort food becomes a family affair

O ut-of-the-oven biscuits, 
buttered cornbread and 
freshly brewed coffee 

complement an array of mama’s 
famous sayings on the walls at Mama’s 
Daughters’ Diner, located at 6509 W. 
Park Blvd.

Mama’s sayings range from “Walk 
the walk” to “Don’t text and drive.” 

“All our mothers said [these things]. 
I don’t care who your mother is—they 
all said these things,” owner Nancy 
Procaccini said. 

Nancy grew up in the comfort food 
business when her mother, Norma 
Manis, started a cafe that reflected 
her pride for serving home-cooked 
country food. Norma opened the first 
Mama’s Daughters’ Diner in Dallas  
in 1988. 

Since Norma’s death in 2013, 
her daughters, and now her 
granddaughter, are carrying forward 
her love of cooking and feeding 
people. It is one of the cultural 
customs, traditions and recipes that 
are passed on from one generation to 
the next, Nancy said. 

“Mama worked alongside people 
and those people trained other 
people and there’s really not a written 
program,” she said. “There’s not a 
notebook that we pull out and look 
at. So every diner is a little unique.” 
Norma’s opened her first cafe in 1958. 
She later opened Norma’s Cafe in 
1969, which she later sold. 

In 2010, when the economy was 
reeling from the Great Recession, 
she opened the Plano restaurant, the 
largest of Norma’s four diners. Other 
locations are in Irving and Forney. 

“There’s a higher occupancy rate out 
here in this area that’s brought in a lot 
more business,” Nancy said about the 
Plano diner.

Norma’s four daughters grew up 
in the business. Nancy’s sister-in-
law, Laura Bowers, has worked at the 
Plano location as a manager since its 
inception. Bowers said the diner has 
lots of regular customers—especially 
at the counter where customers eat 
while chatting with the staff. Daily 
specials and all-day breakfast are the 
large draws for both regulars and new 
customers alike, she said.

Some of mama’s (a.k.a Norma)
sayings such as, “Make sure that 
everyone who enters the diner leaves 
happy,” and “Don’t judge anyone 
because everyone has their own 
story,” are still heard through servers’ 
greetings and attention to customers. 
Laura and Nancy, along with Nancy’s 
daughter, Bonnie Jaggers, carry these 
sayings with them in their daily work 
at the diner and in their personal lives. 

“It’s a busy thing. The strong love 
that I got for the diner was when I 
worked side-by-side with mama,” 
Laura said. “I can honestly say that 
before that—it was just a job.” 

Bonnie started helping out at the 
diner as a waitress in high school. 
Now she runs the diner in Forney, 
which opened last year. 

As a member of the third generation 
of Norma’s family to get involved in 
the diner business, Bonnie said she 
loves going to work. 

“I love talking to people and serving 
people food,” she said. “It’s just in my 
blood—I can’t help it.” 

DINING FEATURE

6509 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 400
972-473-8877
www.mamasdaughtersdiner.com
Hours: Mon. 6 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Tue.-Sat. 6 a.m.-8 p.m. and
Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

All-day breakfast
Breakfast items include 
combinations such as eggs, 
hashbrowns, sausage patties and 
bacon.

Daily specials
Mama’s Daughters’ Diner has daily 
special entrees, such as beef tips 
and rice on Thursdays, which is 
served with buttered corn and 
turnip greens. Another favorite is 
the Tuesday special: smoked link 
sausage with sauerkraut.

Desserts
A baker on-site at all four locations 
makes cinnamon rolls, meringue 
pies, cobblers, cornbread and 
biscuits.

By Vallari Gupte

Mama’s Favorite Breakfast ($7.59) is a popular dish.

The diner offers fresh pies by the slice ($3.59).

Available in
Dallas, Plano, 

Frisco, and 
surrounding 

areas

Best Photography for Business, Marke� ng, and Events
• Executive / Professional Portraits
• Corporate & Non-Profi t 

Events/Meetings/Galas

• Trade Shows & Conventions
• On-Site Printing Available
• Commercial & Marketing

469-587-2300
www.sco� peekphotography.com

Call today to book 
us for your holiday 

party!
Party Candids, Portraits, and 

On-Site Printing! 
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Project update

1   15th Street construction
Traffic along 15th Street from  
G Avenue to just west of US 75 may 
be reduced to one lane in each 
direction while material deliveries 
and paving operations are in process 
during this infrastructure replacement 
and relocation project. Westbound 
traffic has been placed on the new 
pavement along the north side of 
the road. Motorists are encouraged 
to watch for traffic flaggers and 
temporary lane closures during 
construction operations. Access 
to businesses will remain open. In 
addition, the outside eastbound lane 
of 15th Street from the Spring Creek 
Bridge to the US 75 southbound 
service road may remain closed due 
to the installation of utilities. 

Timeline: September 2014-March 
2016  
Cost: $4 million 
Funding sources: city of Plano, 
North Central Texas Council of 
Governments

2   Legacy Drive repairs
One to two westbound and eastbound 
lanes along Legacy Drive between Coit 
Road and Marchman Way will be closed 
for concrete repairs in this multiphase 
project. The work is expected to be 
complete by April, weather permitting.

Timeline: April 2015-April 2016
Cost: $1.8 million
Funding sources: city of Plano 

3   Park Boulevard/US 75 
pedestrian crossing project
The outside westbound lane along Park 
Boulevard is closed between Republic 
and Enterprise drives in this project to 
create a 12-foot-wide hike and bike trail 
to the Dallas Area Rapid Transit station at 
Archerwood Street. The trail connects to 
the nearby Chisholm Trail. 

Timeline: March 2015-March 2016 
Cost: $4.4 million 
Funding sources: city of Plano 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Kelley Crimmins

2

1

G Ave.

Republic 
Dr.

Archerwood St.

Enterprise Dr.

Marchman Way

3

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.  See New Home Counselor for complete details.  ©2015 Beazer Homes 

Special Incentives on Quick Move-In Homes!

Homes from the $200s - $600s | beazer.com
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CITY & COUNTY
News from the city of Plano Compiled by Kelley Crimmins

Country music 
festival relocates  
to Oak Point Park

Fire-Rescue receives new ambulance fleet 

PLANO  The City Council at a 
Nov. 23 regular meeting approved 
a request by KHYI 95.3 to hold its 
20th annual Texas Music Revolution 
Festival at Oak Point Park and 
Nature Preserve on March 25-26.  

The radio station had previously 
hosted the festival at Southfork 
Ranch and was looking for a new, 
larger location, according to city 
staff reports. KHYI will receive a 
five-year agreement with the city 
with an option to renew. 

The city also agreed to provide 
the radio station a cash advance 
of $100,000 annually under this 
agreement to cover costs, along 
with in-kind city services to include 
police security worth up to $85,000. 

The city will pay for this through 
its Convention and Tourism Fund, 
according to Amy Fortenberry, 
Plano Parks and Recreation director.

The last music festival held at Oak 
Point Park was Suburbia, a two-day 
event held in May 2014. The event 
did not take place this year because 
festival organizer Live Nation opted 
out of its contract with the city, 
according to city documents. Plano 
invested $500,000 into the Suburbia 
music festival.

PLANO  Although Fire-Rescue’s new 
fleet of ambulances will be slightly 
smaller than its current vehicles, they 
are expected to provide a smoother, 
more comfortable ride for first 
responders and medical patients alike. 

The department expects to roll out 
the new vehicles in January. 

“The new units will be equipped 
with a liquid springs suspension 
system, which will be a great 
improvement over the more heavy- 
duty suspensions used in medium- 
duty trucks,” emergency medical 
services Capt. Jack Sides said. 
“However, due to great attention 
to interior design, the patient 
compartment will be comparable 
to our current larger truck with the 
added benefit of increased patient and 
personnel comfort.”

 The 11 new ambulances will also 
offer state-of-the-art safety features.  
Besides standard restraints and air 
bags, the patient compartment will 
also be equipped with numerous 
air bag barriers that will protect the 

patient and attendant from contact 
with almost any hard surface in the 
event of a collision or rollover.  

The air bags will deploy any time 
the vehicle is tilted more than 15 
degrees, Sides said.  A seat belt 
monitoring system will also alert the 
driver when a person occupying a seat 
is not wearing a seat belt. The vehicles 
are significantly less expensive than 
traditional medium-duty trucks as 
well, Sides said. He added the savings 
were enough to offset the cost of the 
automatic patient loading system and 
other features. The new ambulances 
cost $250,000 each as opposed to a 
medium-duty vehicle, which is in the 
neighborhood of $325,000, he said.  

Plano Fire-Rescue’s 11 new ambulances will 
be fitted with automatic loading systems.
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Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

Tweetings

Meetings

Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled 
at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
972-941-7000. www.plano.gov

Collin County Commissioners  
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.
Jack Hatchell Collin County 
Administration Building, 2300 
Bloomdale Road, McKinney.  
972-424-1460. www.co.collin.tx.us

Plano Independent School 
District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m.  
on the first Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St. 
469-752-8100. www.pisd.edu

Special projects manager announces retirement in April
PLANO  The city announced it has 
hired a new special projects director 
to replace Phyllis Jarrell, who is 
retiring in April. Peter Braster, former 
senior development manager for the 
city of Carrollton, started  
Nov. 30 as Jarrell’s replacement. 
Braster will assume her position upon 
her retirement, according to a news 
release from the city. 

Braster had been with the city of 
Carrollton for nine years managing 
downtown and transit-oriented 

development. He also worked with 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. 

Jarrell began working for the city of 
Plano 31 years ago. She was involved 
in major corporate headquarters 
developments and assisted in the 
development of Legacy Town Center.

“I’ve had the great fortune to 
participate in Plano’s transition 
from a bedroom community ... to its 
present-day status as a major regional 
employment center,” Jarrell said. “I’m 

also very proud of the neighborhood 
planning and revitalization efforts 
that the planning department 
initiated during this time.”

Peter Braster Phyllis Jarrell
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Plano resident Martha Mammo Daba is a computer systems 
student at Collin College.  She visits Davis Library most 
weekdays to study.  Every Saturday, she is joined by her hus-
band and son to check out books and DVDs for her family.

Daba became frustrated when she tried to access the 
website Lynda.com to view online courses to supplement her 
education, because there is a fee to access the site. Then she 
discovered access to Lynda.com and other educational sites 
are free for Plano Public Library System cardholders.

“I am not working and could not afford to subscribe,” she 
said.  “I am so [thankful to get] access to this training website 
with my library card.”

Lynda.com is an online tool offering over 4,000 courses 
in subject areas including animation, audio, business, design 
and photography.  Video-based classes are led by instructors 
who are proven experts in each fi eld. Library patrons have 
unlimited access. Those interested in learning computer skills 
for professional reasons receive a certifi cation of completion 
for courses.

“Through these courses, patrons can achieve their personal 
and professional goals,” said Cathy Ziegler, Director of the 
Plano Public Library System. “The free access to 
Lynda.com we are providing to our patrons can help them 
learn the skills necessary to land a new job or receive a 

Build your job skills with free library tools

If you’ve con-
tacted the Plano 
City Manager’s 
offi ce in the past 
16 years, you’ve 
probably experi-
enced the smiling 
face and cheerful 
voice of Senior 
Administrative 
Assistant Stella 
Wallace.  “I think 
I have the best 
job in the City of 

Plano!” she said.  “Over the years, I have had 
the honor of working with fi ve mayors, numer-
ous city council members, two city managers 
and ‘Team Plano’ staff without equal.” 

Wallace welcomes guests to the city man-
ager’s offi ce, helps offi ce executive assistants 
in researching and preparing materials for city 
staff including the mayor, city council and 
others.  She also assists with the production 
of city proclamations and special recognition 
documents.

One of the most beloved employees at the 
Plano Municipal Center, Wallace will retire on 
January 28, 2016.  Plano residents since 1992, 
Wallace and her husband Russ have two chil-
dren and fi ve grandchildren.  Upon retirement, 
Wallace plans to spend time with her husband 
and family and travel.

Employee Spotlight

promotion in a 
current job.”

“Libraries are 
always in a state 
of change,” added 
Ziegler. “Circulat-
ing our physical 
materials, including 
books, music CDs, 
DVDs and books on 
CD continues to be 
the largest part of 
our business, but in 
addition, we need to 
be the conduit that 
provides electronic 
resources to our 
patrons.  We want 
to meet the needs of our patrons who rarely make a visit 
to one of our fi ve brick and mortar buildings.  We see our 
website as our sixth library – our virtual library.  Through 
our website we provide access to a digital collection that is 
continually growing.”

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Dec. 
24-25

• Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Holiday City offi ces closed

Dec. 26-
Jan. 1

• Christmas Tree Drop off @ Multiple 
Locations

Jan. 1 • New Year’s Day Holiday offi ces 
Closed

Feb. 9 • State of the City Presentation 
Cinemark West Plano 6 P.M.

Plano West Senior High School 
junior Jaideep Patil is passionate about 
the environment.

Looking to give back to the com-
munity, he recently researched area 
volunteer opportunities and contacted 
the City of Plano Sustainability & 
Environmental Education offi ce seek-
ing guidance.

“We determined litter cleanups of 
waterways would be a good fi t,” said 
City of Plano Sustainability Volun-
teer Coordinator Heather Harrington.  
“Jaideep instantly recruited other teens 
to conduct fi ve consecutive community 
litter cleanups in the Russell Creek 
Park area.”

Litter cleanups include debris collec-
tion throughout designated parks and 
trails.  Creek cleanups include entering 
shallow creeks and ponds to collect 
trash accumulated in those areas, which 
can include plastic and glass bottles, 

plastic bags, shoes and metal cans.
“Safety is a top priority, so we had to 

wear protective boots and other gear to 
keep us dry,” said Patil.  “But getting 
into the pond was quite an experience!”

During their work, Patil said he and 
his team observed small pond ecosys-
tems and also tested the pond water 
to determine water pollution levels.  
“Jaideep is determined, dedicated and 
inspiring many others along the way,” 
added Harrington. “He continues to 
create awareness through recruiting and 
teaching others how to make an impact 
in our community.”

Patil encourages all teens to fi nd time 
to volunteer.  “Volunteering has been a 
great experience,” he said.  “It is fulfi ll-
ing as it is a way for me to contribute to 
society. Also it is great fun to volunteer 
with friends and learn about the many 
new things about the environment!  
High school places a tremendous work 

load on teenagers, with an abundance 
of homework and tests.  However, I 
urge all teenagers to fi nd time to give 
back to society through volunteering, 
be it through participation in an envi-
ronmental organization or a homeless 
shelter.” 

Plano teen’s cleanup efforts inspires a generation

Notice of the public hearing 
before the City Council is 
published in the newspaper
at least 15 days in advance 
of the hearing. 

Written notice is not mailed 
again to individual property 
owners. The City Council will 
hold the public hearing, and 
may approve, deny, or table 
the applicant’s request.

How can Property Owners get Involved?
Information on new zoning and development applications and 
Planning & Zoning Commission agenda packets may be viewed at:
plano.gov/ActiveZoning.

For questions and concerns regarding zoning and 
development, call 972-941-7151.

THE ZONING PROCESS

Who can Request Rezoning?
• The property owner
• The Planning & Zoning Commission
• The City Council

When a property owner submits a rezoning 
request to the city, several actions are taken:

The applicant places a sign on the 
property advertising the requested 
zoning change. Once sta� receives 
veri�cation that the sign has been 
posted, a public hearing is scheduled 
before the Planning & Zoning Commission.

The request is reviewed for conformance with the Comprehensive
Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and other adopted city standards. Sta�
prepares a report which includes a recommendation and posts 
the report with associated maps and plans on the city’s website
the Friday before the meeting.

Written notices of the public hearing before the Planning & Zoning Commission are sent 
to all property owners within 200 feet of the property, as required by state law. These notices
include a response letter that allows the property owner to register their opinion regarding 
the case. A separate courtesy notice is sent to property owners within 500 feet of the 
property. In addition, the city posts zoning case information on its website and emails a link 
to homeowner associations via a weekly newsletter.

At the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting, a public hearing is held 
which allows the applicant and public to speak about the zoning case. 
Following the public hearing, the Commission may recommend to approve, 
to deny, or to table a case. If the case is recommended for approval, it is 
automatically scheduled for a public hearing before the City Council. If it is 
denied, the applicant can appeal the decision to the City Council within 30 days.

The applicant places a sign on the 
property advertising the requested 
zoning change. Once sta� receives 
veri�cation that the sign has been 
posted, a public hearing is scheduled 

1

2

3

4

5

Tips for Presentations Before the Planning & Zoning Commission & City Council
The city recommends homeowner groups create a clear, concise message that is communicated through one or
more representatives. Additionally, asking members to stand to show opposition or support can be an e�ective
method of communicating the desires of a large group.

This infographic is a simpli�ed overview of the planning and zoning process. For additional details and information, 
please contact the City of Plano Planning Department.

SIMPLIFIED
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Martha Mammo Daba enhanced her 
work skills through Plano Public Library 
System online courses.

Jaideep Patil organized � ve cleanups in 
Russell Creek Park area.

Work is underway to install a 
new zip line canopy tour at Pla-
no’s Oak Point Park and Nature 

Preserve.  The course opens in early 2016. 
It will be available for drop in use and 

for group reservations.
“Our goal was to provide Plano residents 

and retreat center guests with a fun, unique 
outdoor recreational experience,” said City 
of Plano Recreation Superintendent Ron 
Smith.

Smith said the zip line tour is designed 
to challenge mental and physical barriers 
and will promote a greater appreciation of 
the park’s natural features by offering a 
different perspective of the green space.

Less than one acre of space and between 
four to six acres within the trees will 
feature the tour.  In some zones, non-par-
ticipants will be able to walk beneath the 
course and view participants engaging in 
challenges. Course zones include a number 
of sites which test participants with obsta-
cles as they navigate from tree to tree.  A 
zip line brings participants back to the 
ground at the end of each experience.

Installer Go Ape will be environmen-
tally sensitive during the build, operation 
and maintenance and will not utilize any 
heavy machinery.  When Go Ape installs 
courses such as this one, the company par-
ticipates in stewardship activities around 

the course area including clean-up projects, 
invasive plant removal, bird and bat box 
construction and placement, tree planting 
and more.  

A 400-square-foot operations center will 
be located south of the park’s new Nature 
& Retreat Center and will be shared with 
the Plano Parks and Recreation outdoor 
adventure programs. 

The course will be located in the 
wooded areas by Rowlett Creek, south of 
the park’s 16-acre lake.  Patrons can park 
at 5901 Los Rios Blvd.  

Zipline through Oak Point Park 
and Nature Preserve

Zipline course gives participants an opportunity to explore nature from a di� erent perspective.

Zipline Canopy opens at Oak Point Park and 
Nature Preserve in early 2016.

Courses include a variety of challenges and 
obstacles.
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Plano resident Martha Mammo Daba is a computer systems 
student at Collin College.  She visits Davis Library most 
weekdays to study.  Every Saturday, she is joined by her hus-
band and son to check out books and DVDs for her family.

Daba became frustrated when she tried to access the 
website Lynda.com to view online courses to supplement her 
education, because there is a fee to access the site. Then she 
discovered access to Lynda.com and other educational sites 
are free for Plano Public Library System cardholders.

“I am not working and could not afford to subscribe,” she 
said.  “I am so [thankful to get] access to this training website 
with my library card.”

Lynda.com is an online tool offering over 4,000 courses 
in subject areas including animation, audio, business, design 
and photography.  Video-based classes are led by instructors 
who are proven experts in each fi eld. Library patrons have 
unlimited access. Those interested in learning computer skills 
for professional reasons receive a certifi cation of completion 
for courses.

“Through these courses, patrons can achieve their personal 
and professional goals,” said Cathy Ziegler, Director of the 
Plano Public Library System. “The free access to 
Lynda.com we are providing to our patrons can help them 
learn the skills necessary to land a new job or receive a 
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If you’ve con-
tacted the Plano 
City Manager’s 
offi ce in the past 
16 years, you’ve 
probably experi-
enced the smiling 
face and cheerful 
voice of Senior 
Administrative 
Assistant Stella 
Wallace.  “I think 
I have the best 
job in the City of 

Plano!” she said.  “Over the years, I have had 
the honor of working with fi ve mayors, numer-
ous city council members, two city managers 
and ‘Team Plano’ staff without equal.” 

Wallace welcomes guests to the city man-
ager’s offi ce, helps offi ce executive assistants 
in researching and preparing materials for city 
staff including the mayor, city council and 
others.  She also assists with the production 
of city proclamations and special recognition 
documents.

One of the most beloved employees at the 
Plano Municipal Center, Wallace will retire on 
January 28, 2016.  Plano residents since 1992, 
Wallace and her husband Russ have two chil-
dren and fi ve grandchildren.  Upon retirement, 
Wallace plans to spend time with her husband 
and family and travel.

Employee Spotlight

promotion in a 
current job.”

“Libraries are 
always in a state 
of change,” added 
Ziegler. “Circulat-
ing our physical 
materials, including 
books, music CDs, 
DVDs and books on 
CD continues to be 
the largest part of 
our business, but in 
addition, we need to 
be the conduit that 
provides electronic 
resources to our 
patrons.  We want 
to meet the needs of our patrons who rarely make a visit 
to one of our fi ve brick and mortar buildings.  We see our 
website as our sixth library – our virtual library.  Through 
our website we provide access to a digital collection that is 
continually growing.”

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Dec. 
24-25

• Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Holiday City offi ces closed

Dec. 26-
Jan. 1

• Christmas Tree Drop off @ Multiple 
Locations

Jan. 1 • New Year’s Day Holiday offi ces 
Closed

Feb. 9 • State of the City Presentation 
Cinemark West Plano 6 P.M.

Plano West Senior High School 
junior Jaideep Patil is passionate about 
the environment.

Looking to give back to the com-
munity, he recently researched area 
volunteer opportunities and contacted 
the City of Plano Sustainability & 
Environmental Education offi ce seek-
ing guidance.

“We determined litter cleanups of 
waterways would be a good fi t,” said 
City of Plano Sustainability Volun-
teer Coordinator Heather Harrington.  
“Jaideep instantly recruited other teens 
to conduct fi ve consecutive community 
litter cleanups in the Russell Creek 
Park area.”

Litter cleanups include debris collec-
tion throughout designated parks and 
trails.  Creek cleanups include entering 
shallow creeks and ponds to collect 
trash accumulated in those areas, which 
can include plastic and glass bottles, 

plastic bags, shoes and metal cans.
“Safety is a top priority, so we had to 

wear protective boots and other gear to 
keep us dry,” said Patil.  “But getting 
into the pond was quite an experience!”

During their work, Patil said he and 
his team observed small pond ecosys-
tems and also tested the pond water 
to determine water pollution levels.  
“Jaideep is determined, dedicated and 
inspiring many others along the way,” 
added Harrington. “He continues to 
create awareness through recruiting and 
teaching others how to make an impact 
in our community.”

Patil encourages all teens to fi nd time 
to volunteer.  “Volunteering has been a 
great experience,” he said.  “It is fulfi ll-
ing as it is a way for me to contribute to 
society. Also it is great fun to volunteer 
with friends and learn about the many 
new things about the environment!  
High school places a tremendous work 

load on teenagers, with an abundance 
of homework and tests.  However, I 
urge all teenagers to fi nd time to give 
back to society through volunteering, 
be it through participation in an envi-
ronmental organization or a homeless 
shelter.” 

Plano teen’s cleanup efforts inspires a generation

Notice of the public hearing 
before the City Council is 
published in the newspaper
at least 15 days in advance 
of the hearing. 

Written notice is not mailed 
again to individual property 
owners. The City Council will 
hold the public hearing, and 
may approve, deny, or table 
the applicant’s request.

How can Property Owners get Involved?
Information on new zoning and development applications and 
Planning & Zoning Commission agenda packets may be viewed at:
plano.gov/ActiveZoning.

For questions and concerns regarding zoning and 
development, call 972-941-7151.

THE ZONING PROCESS

Who can Request Rezoning?
• The property owner
• The Planning & Zoning Commission
• The City Council

When a property owner submits a rezoning 
request to the city, several actions are taken:

The applicant places a sign on the 
property advertising the requested 
zoning change. Once sta� receives 
veri�cation that the sign has been 
posted, a public hearing is scheduled 
before the Planning & Zoning Commission.

The request is reviewed for conformance with the Comprehensive
Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and other adopted city standards. Sta�
prepares a report which includes a recommendation and posts 
the report with associated maps and plans on the city’s website
the Friday before the meeting.

Written notices of the public hearing before the Planning & Zoning Commission are sent 
to all property owners within 200 feet of the property, as required by state law. These notices
include a response letter that allows the property owner to register their opinion regarding 
the case. A separate courtesy notice is sent to property owners within 500 feet of the 
property. In addition, the city posts zoning case information on its website and emails a link 
to homeowner associations via a weekly newsletter.

At the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting, a public hearing is held 
which allows the applicant and public to speak about the zoning case. 
Following the public hearing, the Commission may recommend to approve, 
to deny, or to table a case. If the case is recommended for approval, it is 
automatically scheduled for a public hearing before the City Council. If it is 
denied, the applicant can appeal the decision to the City Council within 30 days.

The applicant places a sign on the 
property advertising the requested 
zoning change. Once sta� receives 
veri�cation that the sign has been 
posted, a public hearing is scheduled 

1

2

3

4

5

Tips for Presentations Before the Planning & Zoning Commission & City Council
The city recommends homeowner groups create a clear, concise message that is communicated through one or
more representatives. Additionally, asking members to stand to show opposition or support can be an e�ective
method of communicating the desires of a large group.

This infographic is a simpli�ed overview of the planning and zoning process. For additional details and information, 
please contact the City of Plano Planning Department.

SIMPLIFIED
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Martha Mammo Daba enhanced her 
work skills through Plano Public Library 
System online courses.

Jaideep Patil organized � ve cleanups in 
Russell Creek Park area.

Work is underway to install a 
new zip line canopy tour at Pla-
no’s Oak Point Park and Nature 

Preserve.  The course opens in early 2016. 
It will be available for drop in use and 

for group reservations.
“Our goal was to provide Plano residents 

and retreat center guests with a fun, unique 
outdoor recreational experience,” said City 
of Plano Recreation Superintendent Ron 
Smith.

Smith said the zip line tour is designed 
to challenge mental and physical barriers 
and will promote a greater appreciation of 
the park’s natural features by offering a 
different perspective of the green space.

Less than one acre of space and between 
four to six acres within the trees will 
feature the tour.  In some zones, non-par-
ticipants will be able to walk beneath the 
course and view participants engaging in 
challenges. Course zones include a number 
of sites which test participants with obsta-
cles as they navigate from tree to tree.  A 
zip line brings participants back to the 
ground at the end of each experience.

Installer Go Ape will be environmen-
tally sensitive during the build, operation 
and maintenance and will not utilize any 
heavy machinery.  When Go Ape installs 
courses such as this one, the company par-
ticipates in stewardship activities around 

the course area including clean-up projects, 
invasive plant removal, bird and bat box 
construction and placement, tree planting 
and more.  

A 400-square-foot operations center will 
be located south of the park’s new Nature 
& Retreat Center and will be shared with 
the Plano Parks and Recreation outdoor 
adventure programs. 

The course will be located in the 
wooded areas by Rowlett Creek, south of 
the park’s 16-acre lake.  Patrons can park 
at 5901 Los Rios Blvd.  

Zipline through Oak Point Park 
and Nature Preserve

Zipline course gives participants an opportunity to explore nature from a di� erent perspective.

Zipline Canopy opens at Oak Point Park and 
Nature Preserve in early 2016.

Courses include a variety of challenges and 
obstacles.
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December

20 Concert: Home for the 
Holidays

Home for the Holidays features nearly 
200 musicians playing seasonal favorites 
for orchestra and chorus. The concert 
also includes an audience singalong 
and visitors from the North Pole.                    
4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. $20-$49. Charles 
W. Eisemann Center for Performing Arts, 
2351 performance Drive, Richardson. 
972-473-7262.  
www.planosymphony.org/concerts

20 through Jan. 2  
Wreck the Halls Fright 

Show
The North Pole penitentiaries find their 
halls empty as the evilest of elves take 
up residence with the witches to create 
the unholiest of jolly holidays. 7-11 p.m. 
$26. Dark Hours Haunted House,  
701 Taylor Drive. 469-298-0556. 
www.darkhourhauntedhouse.com

24 ‘It’s a Wonderful Life Live 
Radio Show’ by Joe Landry

This beloved American holiday classic 
comes to life as a live 1940s-style radio 
broadcast. With the help of an ensemble 
that brings a few dozen characters to 
the stage, the story of idealistic George 
Bailey unfolds as he considers ending 
his life one fateful Christmas Eve. 2 p.m. 
$22 (adults), $20 (students and seniors). 
Rover Dramawerks, 221 W. Parker Road, 
Ste. 580. 972-849-0358.  
www.roverdramawerks.com

26 through Jan. 3  
Christmas tree drop-off

The city of Plano is offering three tree 
drop-off sites for live Christmas trees 
and live greenery. All decorations, 
lights, ornaments, tinsel and the tree 
stand must be removed. Free. Drop-off 
locations include: Russell Creek Park, 
3500 McDermott Road; Schell Park, 
2100 Laurel Lane; Carpenter Park,  
6701 Coit Road; and Old Shepard’s 
Place Park, 301 Winding Hollow Lane.  
972-769-4150. www.plano.gov 

January

01 through 16  
‘The Frozen Kingdom’

Plano Metropolitan Ballet performs 

this original production of a fairytale 
ballet based on Disney’s “Frozen,” 
featuring the talent of young and 
professionally trained dancers. 3 p.m. 
(Jan. 16) and 7 p.m. (Jan. 1, 9 and 
16). $16. Courtyard Theater,  
1509 H Ave. 972-769-0017.  
www.planometballet.org

02 through 3  
‘Say What?’

A benefit for Art Centre Theatre, this 
two-day improv extravaganza includes 
entertainment by the Folding Chairs 
Comedy Troupe and features raffles and 
prizes. Poker and karaoke follows the 
Jan. 2 show. 6 p.m. (Jan. 2, adult show), 
1-4 p.m. (Jan. 3, family-friendly show). 
$25 (Jan. 2, dinner provided), $15 (Jan. 
3, lunch provided). Art Centre Theatre, 
5220 Village Creek Drive. 214-810-3228.  
www.artcentretheatre.com

11 Plano Diversity Job Fair
This job fair is open to the general 

public and includes representatives from 
regional companies. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 
Plano Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek 
Parkway. 972-941-5840.  
www.planocentre.com

16 through 17  
Plano Train Show

The show includes 75 tables of 
vendors and a number of operating 
train layouts as well as door prizes 
and contests. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  
(Jan. 16), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Jan. 17).  
$8 (general admission), free for 
children age 12 and younger. Plano 
Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek 
Parkway. www.dfwtrainshows.com

22 through 24  
‘Elements of Danger’

Edge of Knight Medieval Theatre 
Company transports audience 
members to the 15th century with an 
interactive and family-friendly sword 
fighting and stunt show. This magical 
production of Shakespearean 
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angel’s LIQUORAngel’s LIQUOR
Plano’s First Liquor Store. second location now open!

Se� ing a�  � ands of liqu� 
• Family owned and operated since 1985
• All your favorite brands of Liquor
• Fine Wines and Beer
• Now with 2 convenient locations!

Open Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’s

www.angelsbeverage.comwww.angelsbeverage.com

Angel’s liquor
2540 E. Plano Parkway, #100
Plano, TX 75074
972-424-0248

www.angelsbeverage.comwww.angelsbeverage.com

Angel’s liquor
2540 E. Plano Parkway, #100
Plano, TX 75074
972-424-0248972-424-0248

Angel’s Liquor
NOW OPEN
901 E. Plano Parkway, #109
Plano, TX 75074
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E. Plano Pkwy.

President George Bush Turnpike

75
New

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!

Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
 We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com
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comedy combines dangerous 
weaponry stunts, illusion, juggling, 
and the medieval art forms of fire- 
eating, sword swallowing, poi artistry, 
and medieval dance. 3:30 p.m.  
(Jan. 24) and 7:30 p.m. (Jan. 22-23). 
$15. The Art Centre Theatre, 5220 
Village Creek Drive. 214-810-3228.  
www.artcentretheatre.com

26 TACRAO Day Fair
Visit with dozens of colleges 

and universities including many out-of-
state universities and local universities, 
such as Texas Woman’s University, 
University of North Texas, The University 
of Texas at Dallas, Texas A&M University 
Commerce and Texas Tech University. 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Collin College, 2800 
E. Spring Creek Parkway. 972-985-3735.  
www.collin.edu

30 Ski Plano
Plano ISD’s Education 

Foundation hosts its 20th annual 
fundraising gala benefiting PISD. The 
night features dinner, entertainment, 
a silent auction and raffle prizes. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
6:30-11 p.m. $150 (single admission), 
$300 (couple admission). Plano Marriott 
at Legacy Town Center, 7121 Bishop 
Road. 469-752-8272.  
www.pisdeducationfoundation.org

31 ‘Tale About Lost Time’
The Russian Children’s Theatre 

of Houston performs this mischievous 
musical fairy tale of a magical 
transformation, which helps children 
understand the importance of cherishing 
every moment in life. 3 p.m. Courtyard 
Theater, 1509 H Ave. 713-857-3520.  
www.russianchildrentheater.org
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Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and Vallari Gupte

Taverna Rossa 
4005 Preston Road
972-403-3321• www.tavernarossa.com

December
19      Wanda King, 8:30 p.m. 
26     The Super Kings, 8:30 p.m. 
 
Love and War in Texas 
601 E. Plano Parkway 
972-422-6201
www.loveandwarintexas.com

 December
31      Max Stalling, Blacktop Gypsy, 9 p.m.  
January  
6      Jarrod Starrett, 8 p.m.
13     Whiskey Prophets, 8 p.m.

Max Stalling performs with 
Blacktop Gypsy on Dec. 31.

Find more or submit Plano events at 
communityimpact.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered 
for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the first Friday 
of the month.

Online Calendar

Featured 
        LIVE MUSIC

through 10
Shen Yun performance
This presentation features classically trained dancers and music 

blending Eastern and Western traditions to take audience members on a journey 
through 5,000 years of Chinese culture. 2 p.m. (Jan. 2-3, 9-10), 6 p.m. (Jan. 1), 
7 p.m. (Jan. 2, 9), 7:30 p.m. (Jan. 6-8). $66-$165. Winspear Opera House, 2403 
Flora St., Dallas. 214-880-0202. www.shenyun.com

Worth the TRIP

JA N
01

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16
Promo Code: 25RUG

asthma & allergy friendly™ Certifi cate applies to 
Carpet Cleaning services only.

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. 
Valid at participating locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

AREA RUG 
CLEANING SPECIAL

Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Must present promo code at time of service. 
Not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning process. 

Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. 

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

$25
OFF
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Affordable Professional Tax 
Preparation Services for 

Individuals and the Self Employed

Evening and Weekend Appointments Available

NYS Lic No. 062080  |  972-767-6410
www.planotaxprep.com

Only $55

Buy one,get one 
50% OFF

16x20 gallery wrapped photo 
to canvas

On Universal-Arquati custom 
frames; buy one get a second one 
of equal or lesser value 50% off!

Expires 1/27/16

Expires 1/27/16

Art & Framing
Art & Photo Reproduction

Photo Restoration - Custom Framing

Open Daily 10-6, Closed Sundays
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The W Dallas–Victory Hotel is hosting a New 
Year’s Eve party with DJ Lucio playing dance 
music and a champagne toast at midnight. The 
party will be held on the 33rd floor of the hotel.  

10 p.m.-2 a.m. General admission starts at $50. 
Party guests can book rooms in the hotel to spend 

New Year’s Eve. 2440 Victory Park Lane, Dallas.  
214-397-4100. www.wdallasvictory.com

Strikz is hosting two New Year’s 
Eve parties featuring unlimited bowling, 

laser tag, billiards, video games and a 
pizza  buffet. The Family Fun Party is from 5-8 

p.m. $30 (adults), $25 (children). The NYE Bash is 
from 9 p.m.-1 a.m. and includes party favors, hors 

d’oeuvres and a champagne toast at midnight. 
(children $30, adults $35). Reservations are 

required.  8789 Lebanon Road. 972-668-5263.  
www.strikz.com
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A variety of Events in plano, plus 
options that are worth the trip 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

Grapevine

Frisco

Dallas

Adventure Kids 
Playcare

Love & War  
in Texas NYE

Plano Marriott at 
Legacy Town Center

Urban Crust,  
Urban Rio

Taverna Rossa

Live DJ

FOOD SPECIALS

DRINK SPECIALS

LIVE BAND

 
The Glass Cactus will ring in the 
new year with live music by  
Party Machine and a KISS FM 
DJ. Event includes party favors 
and champagne toast. 9 p.m. 
$75 (general admission). Gaylord 
Texan Resort, 1501 Gaylord Trail. 
817-778-2805.  
www.marriott.com

Celebrate  responsibly

Downtown Plano businesses will toast to 
New Year’s and feature night-long specials on 

cocktails, shots and food. Rooftop bar 32 Degrees 
above Urban Crust will ring in the New Year with a 

countdown, balloons, decorations and a DJ. Urban Rio 
will have a midnight toast and all-night specials. 

Urban Crust: 1006 E. 15th St. 972-509-1400.  
www.urbancrust.com
Urban Rio: 1000 14th St., Ste. 100.  
972-422-4466.  
www.urbanrio.com

UBER and LYFT are two apps for 
download that  help connect passengers 
in need of driving service with available 

drivers nearby.

Miller Lite and Dallas Area Rapid Transit have partnered 
to provide free and safe transportation on New Year’s 

Eve on all DART and Trinity Railway Express routes 
beginning at 6 p.m. Riders can access specific 

route information by visiting  
www.millerlitefreerides.com and  

www.dart.org.

 
The Walton Stout Band performs at this 
black tie slumber party. Room and dinner 
packages start at $379 per couple, and includes 
a buffet dinner as well as four drink coupons and 
complimentary breakfast on New Year’s Day. 7 p.m. 
Plano Marriott at Legacy Town Center,  
7121 Bishop Road.  

972-473-6444. www.marriott.com

family-friendly

 
DJ Michael Vieira takes music 

requests from the audience, and 
there is a free champagne toast 

at midnight for guests age 21 and 
older. There is no cover charge 

and a regular food menu will be 
served. Taverna Rossa, 4005 Preston Road. 

972-403-3321. www.tavernarossa.com

This New Year’s Eve celebration features live music 
from singer-songwriter Max Stalling. 8 p.m. $20. Love 

and War in Texas, 601 E. Plano Parkway. 972-422-6201. 
www.loveandwartexas.com

Room specials
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Children ages 6 weeks to 12 can celebrate New 
Year’s Eve with a pajama party. Reservations are 
recommended. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Adventure Kids Playcare, 
2432 Preston Road, Ste. 320. 972-612-5400.  
www.adventurekidsplaycare.com
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Corridor
Continued from | 1

With new development dotting 
Plano’s landscape and more expected 
over the next several years, city 
planners say Plano is facing a challenge 
to freshen up its existing development 
patterns to keep them competitive and 
relevant. 

Plano’s new comprehensive plan is 
expected to help address this issue in the 
coming years through a land use study 
of the US 75 corridor. The purpose of 
the study is to spur a large-scale vision 
for commercial redevelopment in 
the area, according to planners. The 
redevelopment plans are intended to 
grow sales tax revenue that the city 
has depended on for decades, Plano 
Planning Director Christina Day said. 

“[US] 75 was a game changer for 
us from a commercial development 
perspective ... and still a is major 
regional expressway that serves our 
community,” she said. “It was seen as a 
major business corridor: If you wanted 
it, you could get it on [US] 75. For 
a long time, this was a very premier 
shopping area in the [Dallas-Fort 
Worth] Metroplex.”

The US 75 corridor has served 
as Plano’s gateway for decades and, 
despite growing regional competition, 
is expected to continue to serve as an 
economic hub for the city, Day said. 
Although the city’s comprehensive plan 
does not dictate rezoning, it will be 
used to help the city focus on achieving 
its goal of transforming the area, she 
said.

“We’ve got our existing corridor 

commercial zoning, but if you develop 
under [that type of] zoning you see 
what you get—you get what’s out there 
today,” Day said. 

Growth and change
While the corridor’s future success 

depends heavily on the economic 
climate, Day said the city wants to also 
be proactive by setting the corridor up 
for success through redevelopment. 
Such changes can be seen near Plano’s 
borders with Watters Creek in Allen and 
the CityLine mixed-use development in 
Richardson.

Retail along US 75 in Plano primarily 
consists of large parking lots, pole 
signs and buildings set back from 
the highway. The city wants to make 
better use of the land by moving away 
from traditional suburban-style retail, 

said Doug McDonald, comprehensive 
planning manager for the city of Plano.  
Cities are also moving away from this 
dated style and are using the corridor’s 
visibility factor, he said. 

“As these properties redevelop, 
they won’t have these large, extensive 
parking lots that face up along the [US] 
75 corridor,” McDonald said. “We want 
[redevelopment] to be more of a large-
scale vision and not such a hodge-
podge … with limited walkability.”

The bleed-over effect
Plano sees CityLine as a catalyst for 

future growth and development in the 
south near US 75 and the President 
George Bush Turnpike, Day said. 

The effects of CityLine can already be 
seen in Plano, as evidenced in Heritage 
Creekside, a mixed-use development 
by Rosewood Property Co. Located on 
approximately 156 acres just west of US 
75 near the new State Farm Insurance 
regional campus in Richardson, the 
$900 million project will also feature 
retail, office space and restaurants.

Construction on 320 apartments 
is underway and is expected to be 
complete in late 2016, according to 
developers. The entire project will take 
10 to 15 years to complete.

Bordered by Plano Parkway, PGBT, 

growth and change
Plano Tomorrow’s land use map includes a new 
look at how the city will guide development along 
US 75. A combination of land-use categories 
will incorporate mixes of new development from 
Spring Creek Parkway to the President George 
Bush Turnpike.

US 75’s growth and change map includes the following categories:

Source: city of Plano/Community Impact Newspaper

• Evolve Urban-spanning virtually the 
entire length of US 75 through Plano, 
this land use category means that 
large-scale redevelopment projects are 
likely to result in more distinct walkable 
districts.

• Transit Corridor -The purpose of this 
future land use category is to create 
a more unified corridor with a mix of 
commercial and residential uses. 

• Expressway Corridor-Located along 
the western edge of US 75 from Chase 
Oaks to Park boulevards, this land will 
be reserved for retail, service, office, 
medical, hotel and technology based 
businesses.

• New Growth-An area east of US 
75  between Parker Road and Spring 
Creek Parkway. This area is expected to 
experience new development.  
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

and Alma Road and Custer Parkway, Heritage 
Creekside had the support of many residents when 
the Plano City Council approved it in October 2014. 
Many hope it will continue the momentum from 

Richardson and breathe more economic life into this 
portion of the city, Day said. 

“Change spurs more change. [CityLine] is changing 
the demands and the makeup of this area,” Day said. 

“Spending doesn’t stop at a city’s borders.”
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Sources: city of Plano, Texas Department of Transportation, Allen CVB/Community Impact Newspaper Map not to scale

the us 75 transformation

Road widening
Existing 
development

Coming  
soon project Ongoing project DART Rail 

Red Line

Map key

collin creek mall

plano isd students weigh in
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With new mixed-use and other types of commercial and residential developments coming online 
in the bordering cities of Richardson and Allen, Plano is looking at ways it can modernize its 
development patterns along the US 75 corridor. A study will be conducted by the city’s Planning 
Department within the coming years to determine how it can best use this land for commercial and 
residential development.

txdot project update
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When Collin Creek Mall opened in 1981, the premier shopping destination represented 
Plano’s commercial core. In May, however, the mall’s owner conveyed its interest to a 
mortgage lender in full satisfaction of the mall’s multimillion-dollar mortgage debt. With no 
current owner, the future of the mall is unknown, according to city leaders. 
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the convention center at watters creek

watters creek

• 750,000 square-foot mixed-use development opened in 2008 
• Includes 13 restaurants and a variety of stores and boutiques
• Residential development the Lofts at Watters Creek completed in 2015
• Five-building Watters Creek Office Park under construction
• First building is expected to be complete in 2016 

• $85 million complex includes a 60,000-square-foot center
• Expected to bring in $3.6 million in revenue annually by the fourth year of operation 
• Estimated completion date set for 2017

• Richardson mixed-use development 
opened in 2015

• 92,000 square feet of restaurants, retail 
shops

• 3 million square feet of office space, 150-
room hotel, 3.5 acres of green space

• Home to State Farm Insurance’s regional 
headquarters

• Adjacent to Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s 
Red Line

• $900 million mixed-use development will sit on 156 acres
• Include offices, retail, restaurants and homes 
• 320 apartments are under construction 
• 140 single-family homes begin construction in 2016
• Total completion by 2030

heritage creekside

The uncertainty of Collin Creek Mall’s future led to an opportunity for Academy High School 
students to work with the Plano Planning Department and come up with ways to breathe life 
back into the area. Their hands-on projects will be displayed at the Plano Municipal Center 
in the City Council chambers for a week in mid-January.  Students were encouraged to 
create a design that reflects the soul of Plano, said Jacie Moore, art and art history teacher 
at Academy High School.

“Some of the kids are taking part of the mall and changing it. Some kids have leveled the 
entire thing and changed it completely,” she said.  “The things that they are coming [up] with 
are just super amazing.”

The Texas Department of Transportation will begin  
a $37 million redevelopment project in the coming 
months running from Park Boulevard to the President 
George Bush Turnpike. The project includes widening US 
75’s southbound lanes to reduce congestion and improve 
entry and exit points.
• An updated ramp at 15th Street will provide easier 

access for motorists coming to and from historic 
downtown Plano.

• Another project to widen US 75 from Spring Creek 
Parkway to SH 121 began in April 2014 and is expected 
to be complete by early 2017. 

• Two-lane frontage roads will also be widened into 
three-lane roads.

75

plano arts 
 district
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Frito-Lay
J.C. Penney Co.

EDS 
(now Hewlett Packard  

Enterprises)

Dr Pepper Snapple Group

Bank of America Home Loans

Dell Services

Ericsson

Raytheon

Pizza Hut

PepsiCo

Capital One Auto Finance

Atmos Energy

USAA

Toyota Motor  
North America

Liberty Mutual

FedEx Office and Print Services

1985–89

1990–94

1995 –99

2010–14

2015

2000–04

2005–09

Economic incentive types

Growing a mature city 
Plano has been m

aking economic incentives deals to
 attra

ct c
ompanies 

since 1985. Today, r
oughly half o

f th
e city’s to

tal property
 ta

xes are collected 

fro
m th

ese corporatio
ns, a fa

ctor th
at h

elps Plano m
aintain a low ta

x ra
te. 

relocations and headquarters construc-
tion. Such projects have increased Pla-
no’s sales tax base and increased job 
opportunities to the area, Bane said. 

In today’s competitive market, almost 
all opportunities to land a company 
include an incentives package, Bane 
said. These packages are designed as an 
investment on both sides of the table: 
The city receives land improvements 
and a stronger tax base while a com-
pany and its employees take advantage 
of the city’s existing infrastructure and 
amenities. 

“Your existing business base is 
always a great selling point for any 
future opportunity that you might get,”  
she said. 

Frito-Lay served as a springboard for 
an even larger tax base as its relocation 
set the precedent for corporate reloca-
tion in Plano. When a city considers 
extending an offer, however, it must 
first make sure it is a good opportunity 
for the city as a whole, Bane said. 

“We market what we build, but we 
start with the foundational elements 
that allow businesses to thrive here. We 
help build and stabilize those and that 
gives us something to market,” Bane 
said. “Projects that land here really are 
the culmination of decades of work and 
investment in this community that cre-
ates the environment that allows you to 
market the business opportunities here 
for the likes of Toyota, Liberty Mutual 
and FedEx.” 

Long-term planning
As a City Council member in 2005, 

Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere said he 
remembers discussing the importance 
of beefing up the city’s corporate draw 
around the time Frisco announced its 
deal with Stonebriar Centre. At the 
time, Plano was at a disadvantage when 
it came to providing competitive eco-
nomic incentives packages. This was 
due largely to the fact that the 1 cent 
portion of sales tax revenue that 4A and 
4B cities like Frisco use for economic 
incentives was going to Dal-
las Area Rapid Transit. 
State local gov-
e r n m e nt 

Incentives
Continued from | 1

code in 1979 established these designa-
tions, which allow cities to adopt a sales 
tax to fund its economic development 
corporations. The code also defines the 
types of projects EDCs can undertake.

Unlike Frisco, whose EDC is a non-
profit organiza-
tion and whose 
incentives are 
generated solely 
by sales tax dol-
lars, Plano’s eco-
nomic develop-
ment corporation 
is a city department funded through 
general revenue. Its incentives are gen-
erated through property taxes.

“That put us in a disadvantage [at 
first] because those cities had a lot 
more dollars available to them to 
attract businesses,” LaRosiliere said. 
“Competition can either kill you or  
make you stronger.” 

In response, Plano City Council in 
2005 approved a 2 cent property tax 
increase to dedicate toward an eco-
nomic development fund. That, com-
bined with a highly ranked school sys-
tem, robust infrastructure and a strong 
workforce, allowed the city to compete 
without breaking the bank, he said.

To date, Plano’s economic devel-
opment fund has allocated $45 mil-
lion through incentive agreements. 
The takeaway for residents is that this 
in turn helps offset other expenses 
because of the larger tax base the com-
panies create. 

“Essentially, [the city has] a very 
enviable portion of [its] revenue being 
generated from the commercial sector. 
The revenue it takes to provide services 
is essentially underwritten by this very 
robust commercial sector,” Bane said.

What was once an expense for 
Plano, however, is becoming its 
asset. Although Plano gave 
approximately $78 
million to DART 
last year, 
t h e 

public transportation system has served 
as a catalyst for growth in downtown 
Plano and in other parts of the city, 
LaRosiliere said. More than 50 percent 
of the city’s property taxes are generated 
by these businesses, which contribute to 

Plano’s ability to keep 
its tax rate low. 

“We don’t have 
to give that much 
money to someone 
else to lure [them 
here] because of 
everything we have 

to offer,” LaRosiliere said. “I think 
we’ve become a bit more creative and 
a bit more aggressive, and we’re seeing  
the results.”

Strengthening the region
Incentives are typically considered 

once a company has evaluated location 
options on fundamental issues and is 
trying to choose from a small list of 
equally qualified regions, said Mike 
Rosa, senior vice president of economic 
development for the Dallas Regional 
Chamber. In the end, incentives can 
provide a boost to a city’s chances of 
winning a company over. However, 
North Texas cities have also realized 
the importance of having a strong 
and timely return on that incentive 
investment to taxpayers.

It is also important that communities 
work together as a team to capitalize 
on the opportunities, Rosa said.  
When a company chooses 
Plano or another 
regional city, it 
also has a lot 
to do 

with the region and/or state as a whole 
offering the complete package of assets, 
he said. 

“When the Plano team recruits cor-
porate locations, it’s a win for the [Dal-
las-Fort Worth] region,” Rosa said. 
“Other local communities [also] ben-
efit from the lift in jobs, investment, 
spending and overall success caused by 
new companies moving here.”

Plans for the future
As the city looks to its remaining       

7 percent of developable commercial 
land, Bane said this is still a significant 
amount of land to help round out the 
city’s business community. In order to 
continue to be competitive, Plano has 
to continue to participate in regional 
conversations about water, air quality 
and transportation, Bane said.

“There is a larger philosophical 
conversation about air quality and 
mass transportation,” she said. “As 
we continue to grow, we have to start 
thinking regionally about the most 
efficient way to move prospective 
employees and their families to [these] 
jobs. Transportation needs to be 
an ongoing conversation.”

Comment at  

communityimpact.com

Tell us w
hat 

you think.

Tax abatements
The company receives full or partial property tax exemptions 
for up to 10 years in exchange for land improvements. 

Economic development grants
Plano’s grants have created and retained more than 9,500 jobs 
and $335 million in property improvements since 2006.

Freeport tax exemption
A business incentive designed to exempt some of a company’s 
entire inventory from property taxes if made and stored locally.

Tax increment finance
A tool used to leverage private investment and finance new  
and/or enhanced public improvements and infrastructure.

Training grants
Provided by the Texas Workforce Commission for employees.

“Competition can 
either kill you or 
make you stronger.”

—Harry LaRosiliere, Plano mayor

Did you know?
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Cities can use a combination of local, 
state and federal incentives when 
creating a competitive economic deal. 
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REAL ESTATE

SELLERS

BUYERS

FROM THE PROS

Lynn Slaney Silguero, Ebby Halliday Realtors

“A house that sparkles will sell faster than its more ordinary 
neighbor. The following checklist can assist in preparing your 
home for the market: keep the lawn edged, cut and watered; 
remove less frequently used items from counter tops; repaint 
walls a neutral shade; and repair any cracks, holes or damage to 
wall surfaces. A well-polished house will appeal to more buyers.”

Sally Samara, Virginia Cook Realtors
“Don’t let emotion rule your decision. Listen to your brain 
as well as your heart. Think about the home’s surrounding 
neighborhood and what commercial development might be like 
in a few years. Visit the home often, and each time you might 
see something you missed. Buying the wrong home could cost 
you plenty in the future.”

Market Pulse – December 2015

Central Park on Preston by Megatel 
Homes is building 66 single-family homes 
on the northeast corner of Tulane Drive 
and Preston Road. The community offers 
access to the Shops at Willow Bend and 
other nearby retail destinations. Another 

development, Hudson Heights, is located 
off East Plano Parkway west of Los Rios 
Boulevard, and offers eight different 
floor plans. An assisted living center by 
Silverstone Healthcare of Dallas is also by 
constructed at SH 121 and Preston Road.

Sources: Megatel Homes, Lennar Homes, Silverstone Healthcare/Community Impact Newspaper

Central Park on Preston  

FEATURED DEVELOPMENT

Address: 2712 Deansbrook Drive 

Square footage: 2,709-3,275

Pricing: $599,000-$649,000

Amenities: Central Park on Preston floor 
plans feature two-story homes with 
three or four bedrooms. High-end finish, 
stainless steel, gourmet kitchens. Near 
a creek for green space. Floor plans are 
customizable. Community also offers 
access to greenbelt and walking trails. 

Schools: Hightower Elementary School, 
Frankford Middle School, Shepton High 
School, Plano West High School. 
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RECENT LISTINGS

Hudson Heights
Address: 704 Feathering Way

Square footage: 2,054-3,310

Pricing: $352,990-$424,990

Amenities: Lennar’s Lakeside Collection 
features a variety of floor designs within 1, 
1.5 and two-story layouts. Also included are 
stainless steel appliances, granite kitchen 
counter tops, two-car front entry garages, 
community swimming pool with covered 
sitting areas and outdoor grills, and access to 
city’s greenbelt and walking trails. 

Schools: Stinson Elementary School, Otto 
Middle School, Plano East Senior High School.

NEW DEVELOPMENT

Village 121 Located on 83 acres at the southwest corner 
of SH 121 and Preston Road, Village 121 
will feature a mix of office space, retail and 
restaurants, as well as a hotel and apartments. 
Dallas-based real estate firm Lincoln Property 
Company sold nine acres of the property 
to Silverstone Healthcare of Dallas for 
the development of a senior living facility, 
construction for which is currently underway. 
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Not intended to solicit properties listed with a realtor, Mark Floyd, Broker.

Find Out What Your Plano Home is Worth On-Line
You will receive information on what comparable homes have sold in your Plano neighborhood 
and which homes are currently listed, how long they have been for sale, and their prices.

Based on this information, you will know what your Plano home is worth. 
This Complete Confidential Market Analysis is absolutely FREE.

For a Free, Quick On-Line Home Evaluation Visit:

www.FreePlanoHomeValue.com
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We accept and sell furniture and decorative accessories in gently used to mint condition
Plano store has been in business for 4 years

Professional stager on staff
Wide variety of styles from antiques to contemporary 12,000 sq ft showroom

Interesting pieces arriving daily

3100 Independence Pkwy., #201

972-758-5444
www.bandbfurniture.net

Open 7 days a week. M-Sat 10-6 & Sun 12-4 
Member of Plano Chamber of Commerce

$10 off
any purchase of
$50.00 or more

Cannot be combined with other of-
fers, one coupon per customer. Offer 

expires 1/20/16

20% off
Any regularly priced item
Not valid on sale items, cannot be 

combined with other offers,
one coupon per customer.

Offer expires 1/20/16

BBBB&
Since   1976

CONSIGNMENT

Where treasures with a past 
have a future with you

W. Parker Rd.
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All guests are warmly greeted by Barkley!
He can't WAIT to meet you!
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75 E. 15th St.

14th St.K 
Av

e.

buy one entree and
get the second half off

of equal or lesser value.

Must purchase two beverages. One coupon per table. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer good 

Monday through Thursday expires 1/27/16

Come in to 
watch all 

the NFL, NHL 
and College 
Football 
games!!

Local beers on 
tap, including
Lakewood, 
Franconia, 
and Rahr & Sons

Angela’s at the Crosswalk
Comfort Food & Great Spirits

GET ONE FREE
buy one entree, 

limit one per table. Exp. 1/27/16
Valid only Monday - Thursday after 4:00PM

• Daily drink specials •
Check out our event calendar for 

entertainment and daily drink and 
menu specials

Monday
Open Mic 

Night

1010 E.15th St.
Downtown Plano, 75074

972.633.9500
angelacrosswalk.com

Order your holiday pies today!
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930 E. 15th Street, Suite 300, Plano, Texas 75074 • 972-578-SSAS(7727)

Best Children’s 
Clothing Store
Dallas A-List

$10 off 
your purchase of 

$40 or more.
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Exp. 1/28/2016. B oy s  Ru l e !
infants•toddlers • girls•boys • apparel • 

accessories • books • toys • gift • baskets

$10 off$10 off

3
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HOME OF THE PLANO METROPOLITAN BALLET
Celebrating 29 years

CLASSES 
INCLUDE

Parker Rd.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

Ballet • Jazz • Tap 
Modern/ Dance Fusion/ Lyrical
Classes avai lable for  3 years old - Adult 

www.got tadanceplano.com

3131 Custer Rd., Suite. 195, Plano, TX 75075 
972.769.0017

REGISTRATION

50% 
OFF

CALL 
FOR DETAILS

BECOME DEBT FREE IN 2016!
• Credit Card Debt
• IRS Issues
• Foreclosures
• Credit Repair Post 

Recovery
• Affordable Payment 

Plans  Available

We are a Debt 
Relief Agency

25 Years Experience

Saturday & Evening 
Appointments available 

for convenience 

Spring 
Valley Rd.
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Andrew B. Nichols
Attorney at Law

CALL 214-999-1313
FOR A FREE 30 MINUTE CONSULTATION

990 S. Sherman Street • Richardson, TX
www.NorthTexasDebtFreedom.com

For a limited time: $100 off your legal services

Affordable Custom Framing

Art, Jersey’s, Certificates, Posters, Lithographs, 
Shadow Boxes, Mirrors & More....

NEW DIMENSION

Art & Custom 

Framing

3131 Custer Rd., Suite 140 Plano, TX

972-758-7900

It’s not too late!
Express Framing for Christmas!

Same day return.

15 years of framing experience

W. Parker Rd.
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50% OFF 
Custom Framing Order

25% OFF 
Any in-store art purchase

www.customframinginplanotx.com
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 1-800-586-5872

www.CollegeHunks.com

Junk Removal
Donation Pick-Up

& Delivery
Furniture

Appliances
Pianos

Single Items to
Complete Clean Outs 

Other Light Labor 
Services 

Above-Ground
Pool, Hot Tub

& Shed Demolition

We donate, recycle or repurpose nearly 70% of all items collected!

L E T  U S  D O  Y O U R  H E AV Y  L I F T I N G ! L E T  U S  D O  Y O U R  H E AV Y  L I F T I N G ! L E T  U S  D O  Y O U R  H E AV Y  L I F T I N G ! 

Mention IMPACT
and receive up to

$30 OFF*

Zip codes 75023, 75024, 
75025, 75026, 75086, 

75093 only!

*$15 OFF up to 1/2 truckload / $30 OFF more than 1/2 truckload
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Crave it. 
Love it. 
Give it.

Lakeside Market • 4021 Preston Road, Suite 619 
Plano, Texas 75093 • www.cravepopcornco.com

Monday–Wednesday 
10am–6pm

Thursday–Saturday 
10am–7pm

972.608.9900

10% off
popcorn tins 
One per customer.  Not valid 

with other offers.
Expires: 1/31/16

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

4025 Preston Road, Ste 604 | Plano, TX 75093 | Inside Lakeside Market
972-403-0163| mahjongkitchen.com |............................

We Cater! Covered Patio! Beer and Wine!

20% off 
entire check rr
expires 1/27/2016

Up to 6 people may receive 20% off the entire guest 
check with the purchase of at least 2 beverages. Choice 

of Menu, Food Only. Tasting Menu Excluded. Dinner 
Only. Holidays Excluded. Reservations Appreciated. One 
coupon per visit, not valid on to go orders or any other 
offer. Present coupon before your bill arrives. Gratuity, 

beverages and alcohol excluded. When dining please tip 
15-20% of the entire guest check.

Preston Rd.Lorimar Dr.

N

COURTESY SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE

972-612-1424
3320 Custer Rd. | PLANO
www.parkercustertire.com

W. Parker Rd. 
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GOODYEAR PARKER CUSTER TIRE & SERVICE  |  SERVING PLANO FOR 22 YEARS  |  NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

$19.95
CONVENTIONAL OIL 

CHANGE - LIMIT 5 
QUARTS W/ FILTER - 
PLUS DISPOSAL FEE.

O� er expires 1/31/2016

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
$20 o�  any brake
service over $100.

O� er expires 1/31/2016

Plan ahead this 
holiday season
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Visit your New 
Balance® Store 
to get the gifts 
that inspire your 
running partner, 
gym buddy and 
everyone else on 
your list.

8300 Gaylord Pkwy, Suite 4
Frisco, TX 75034
(214) 618-4442

4017 Northwest Pkwy
Dallas, TX 75225
(214) 696-4313

Monday-Friday 10am-7pm
Saturday 10am-6pm
Closed Sunday

SAUSAGE - SEAFOOD - SMOKING WOODS

HIRSCH’S MEATS IS YOUR 
BEST CHOICE FOR THE 

PERFECT HOLIDAY DINNER!

USDA PRIME & CHOICE RIB 
ROAST & TENDERLOIN

1301 W. PARKER RD., 
SUITE #100 

PLANO, TX 75023 
972-633-5593

Alma D
r.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

W. Parker 
Rd.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
DEC. 21, 22, 23:
10 AM - 6 PM

DEC. 24:
9 AM - 3 PM

DEC. 25, 26, 27, 28:
CLOSED

DEC. 29, 30:
10 AM - 6 PM

DEC. 31:
10 AM - 3 PM

JAN. 1:
CLOSED

JAN 2:
9 AM - 5 PM

LOGAN FARMS HONEY GLAZED 
HAMS, HONEY GLAZED TURKEYS 

AND SMOKED TURKEYS

INDIAN CUISINE

BIRYANI & GRILL

NOW OPEN

Basera Banquet Hall

Contact Hari
469-442-8770

8232 Preston Rd. Ste 125, Plano

972-666-8266
www.basera-dfw.com
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20% off  
LUNCH

-Lunch or dinner-
Dine in only.

Offer expires 2-28-16.

20% off  
DINNER
-Lunch or dinner-

Dine in only.
Offer expires 2-28-16.
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AWARD WINNING
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH
Sundays 11-3
Kids Eat Free 
(Children under 10 years old)

DAILY HAPPY HOUR
$5.00 appetizers 
and drinks 
Monday-Friday
3-6pm daily

JOIN US FOR NEW
YEARS EVE
Three course pre-set menu
• Appetizer sampler
• Your choice of salad 
• Dinner Entree
• Complimentary glass 

of champagne

OPA!

Upscale 
Mediterranean Cuisine

BUY ONE ENTREE GET
ONE HALF OFF

Cannot be combined with any other offers. One per table. Not valid on New 
years eve. Valid at Ziziki’s in Plano. Expires 1/30/2016.

5809 Preston Rd., Plano | 972.943.8090 | zizikisplano.com

$49.00
PER PERSON
Make your 
reservations today!

Our Wallbeds Are:

FREE MATTRESS
With the purchase of a Wallbed. 

Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Expires December 31, 2015

EXPERT ADVICE
SUPERIOR QUALITY & SERVICE

Easy to Use

Very Comfortable

Stylish

Affordable

MURPHY WALLBEDS

www.wallbedsnmore.com
972-837-8079 Plano, TX

Expansive showroom open by appointment. Call today!

3020 Legacy Dr. #150 • Plano, TX. 75023
972-618-2253 • www.millstonebakery.com • Closed Mondays

Featured seasonal breads: Pecan 
Wheat, Pumpkin, and Beer bread

Daily Fresh Baked Bread, Decorated 
Cakes, Pastries, Macarons, Sandwiches, 

Cake Pops, Cupcakes, Coff ee

10% offMust present coupon to redeem.

Up to $5. One coupon per

person. Not valid on custom 

orders. Expires 1/27/16.
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Full Service Day Spa 
Catering to Men
Coloring • Manicure • Pedicure  

Waxing • Haircuts • Free Beer

8408 PRESTON RD.  PLANO  972.731.8880
3753 BELTLINE RD.  ADDISON  972.243.7070Any One 

Service
For new clients only 

FREE Ice Cold Beer!

®

Online Booking 
Now Available

Happy Hour Everyday from 

3–7 pm

4200 Legacy Dr
www.buffalobluez.com

Sun- Thur 11am - 10pm 
Fri - Sat 11am - 11pm

Happy Hour Everyday from 

Happy Hour Everyday from 

3–7 pm3–7 pm

25% off
any one 

menu item
Valid any time. One coupon per table. Not 

Valid with any other offer. Expires  1/27/16.       

Karaoke Every 
Friday

8PM - 11PMVoted Best Burger,
Best Wingz 2015

972.618.2833

Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,
Best Wingz 2015

Voted Best Burger,
Best Wingz 2015

Fino’s
Italian Bistro

 Daily Specialsl
Priviate Patio Room

Seats up to 60 People

3501 Midway Road, Suite 148 • Plano • 972-473-7602

DNT

M
id

wa
y 

Rd
.

W. Parker Rd.

For a complete menu see
www.� nositalianbistro.com

BYOB
No Corkage Fees

OPEN
Tues-Sun 11am-10pm

Catering 
Available

15% OFF
Entire Check
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Lunch 
Specials

$6.99Starting 
at

Fino’s
Does not include gratuity or tax. 
Not valid with any other offers 
or discount. One discount per 
table. Not valid on Holidays. 

Expires 1/27/2016



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30

The Time is Now...
BEAT THE COLD!!!

HEATING

Furnace/ Heater Check $50 OFF 
HEATING REPAIRS

$300 OFF 
A FURNACE REPAIR

30% OFF 
FIBERGLASS ATTIC 

INSTALLATION

• System Check Up
• 24 Hour Service
• Bonded & Insured
• Locally Owned & 

Operated
• Financing Available

KEEP YOUR HEATING SYSTEM CLEAN AND 
EFFICIENT - AND SAVE MONEY!

Serving Families in DFW Metroplex & Surrounding Areas

972-843-7144
www.ehshvac.com

$7900
Some restrictions may apply. 

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Call for details.
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The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!

NOW OPENat Firewheel



OUR BURN CENTER 
IS NEW, BUT HAS OVER 

100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.

We’ve assembled a highly skilled team of 

experts in critical burn care. Our new facility 

enhances our Level II trauma center and offers 

specialized, comprehensive care burn patients 

need to heal and get back to their lives.

Now Open
3901 W. 15th Street, Plano, TX 75075 • TheMedicalCenterofPlano.com/BurnCenter
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