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By Kara Nuzback
As Austin’s population has grown, so have its rules 

and processes regulating development. The city’s land 
development code contains contradictions and hun-
dreds of zoning combinations, making it difficult for 
developers to build and for residents to know what 
could be built in their neighborhood.

“It’s unnecessarily complex,” said John Fregonese, 
president of Portland-based planning firm Fregonese 

Advocates aim to grow Austin-area food production
By Amy Denney

About 20 miles east of Northwest Aus-
tin, more than 168,000 lettuce plants 
grow without dirt in a greenhouse using 
a process called hydroponics.

The process uses a water filtration sys-
tem to grow petite lettuce at Leaf Safari in 
Manor. The company sells its lettuce only 
in Austin and San Antonio to companies 

such as Whole Foods Market. This keeps 
Leaf Safari’s carbon footprint low, which 
is one of the company’s goals along with 
supporting the local economy, General 
Manager Scott Rickstrew said.

Although he said the area needs to 
grow food closer to the people who will 
consume it, doing so can come at a higher 
cost for better quality products.

“Locally grown does not necessarily 
make a cheaper food product,” he said. 
“… I believe in a whole system that works 
together. We still need big-crop farming.”

Leaf Safari is one of 1,132 farms in 
Travis County, which loses about 9 acres 
of farmland each day because of urban-
ization. In Austin, there are 23 farms, 

See Grow | 27

Associates, whose Envision Tomorrow computerized 
regional planning suite is being used to test develop-
ment options in Austin.

The city is updating the code so future develop-
ments conform to the city’s comprehensive plan, 
Imagine Austin, which was adopted in 2012. The pro-
cess of updating the land development code has been 
dubbed CodeNEXT.

Matt Lewis, assistant director of the city’s planning 

and zoning department, said CodeNEXT is a chance 
to go back to the drawing board and make Austin the 
city residents want it to be. The new code will provide 
a framework for future development, he said. 

“This will impact how Austin looks, feels and 
functions,” he said.

Lewis said new zoning standards in the code would 
give people more of a choice in where they live by 

Cracking the code: Development rules under review

See Code | 24

Leaf Safari in Manor uses hydroponics to grow 
more than 168,000 lettuce plants without soil.
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CodeNEXT lead consultant Opticos Design Inc. is categorizing the different zoning areas in Austin using a rural-to-urban transect system.

Sources: Opticos Design Inc., Center for Applied Transect Studies/Community Impact Newspaper

NATURAL ZONES are largely 
undeveloped.

RURAL ZONES include 
farmland.

SUBURBAN ZONES are 
walkable neighborhoods that 
contain mostly single-family 
homes.

GENERAL URBAN ZONES are 
walkable urban neighborhoods 
with single-family homes as well 
as smaller-unit housing such as 
duplexes, fourplexes and six- to 
10-unit apartment buildings.

URBAN CENTER ZONES 
include a mix of commercial and 
residential use, emphasizing 
buildings with ground-floor 
commercial space and office or 
residential space above.

URBAN CORE ZONES are 
the densest category and 
include high-rise buildings, 
apartments and commercial 
space. Downtown Austin is the 
only urban core zone in the city.

NE
W
Zoning
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Design by Angie Calderon
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2016 WRX 6MT
$269mo 13 36 mo. lease
$1,999 Due at signing

2016 Forester 2.5i 6MT
$199 mo 2  

$1, 999 Due at signing
1.49% APR Financing available
 WAC for 36 months!

2016 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$389mo 4 39 mo. lease

2016 S60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$279mo 3 36 mo. lease

1-Subaru WRX- 36 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt/residual = $19,382. Based on 10k mi./yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $28,091. Stk# Z12767. Lease o� ers are closed-end leases with approved credit only, and dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All lease payments include tax credits unless otherwise stated. *Purchase or lease any new (previ-
ously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes � rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 12-31-2015 and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models 
in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. No down payment required. All pictures for illustration only. MPG � gures are estimated highway, results vary. Lease o� ers expire 1/2/16.  2 - Subaru Forester- 42 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $199, � nal pymt/residual = $15,124. Based on 10k mi./yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,632.  Stk# 
Z12777. Lease o� ers are closed-end leases with approved credit only, and dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All lease payments include tax credits unless otherwise stated. *Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes � rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and 
limitations. Customer must take delivery before 12-31-2015 and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. No down payment required. All pictures for illustration only. MPG � gures are estimated highway, results vary. Lease o� ers expire 1/2/16. 
3 - Volvo S60 T5- Stk# V5676. $3,179 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $38,600 MSRP, includes destination charge and application of $2,150 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. 4-Volvo XC60 T5 - Stk# V5961. $3,679 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $389, based on $41,705 MSRP, 
includes destination charge. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
As I glance at my 

calendar, I notice I have 
not had a free night 
in several weeks, and 
my schedule shows no 
signs of letting up any 
time soon. Although 
this time of year can get 
pretty busy, it is also my 
absolute favorite season. 
A line from one of my 
favorite carols, “O Holy 

Night,” plays over and over in my head: “A thrill of 
hope, the weary world rejoices.”

Our community may have many different views 
and traditions, but I think most would agree that this 
time of year is pretty special. Among other things, 
the approaching new year brings some of that thrill 
with it—a chance to start over, try new things and hit 
the reset button. As you consider determining your 

resolutions for 2016, would you join me in resolving 
to be a more informed citizen?

This month’s issue brings plenty of opportunity 
to do just that. Check out this edition to find more 
information about the city’s land development code 
rewrite process called CodeNEXT, examine locally 
sourced food opportunities, information on tax rates, 
the new open-carry handgun laws and volunteer 
opportunities in Northwest Austin.

As you hopefully have a chance to slow down and 
spend time with your family and loved ones, I wish 
some of that “thrill of hope” for you. Thank you for 
being a reader, and happy holidays!

John Adams 
GENERAL MANAGER

jadams@communityimpact.com
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What local transportation projects 
would you like to see funded in 
Northwest Austin?

  37.5%                                  Traffic congestion improvements 

such as new turn lanes

  31.25%                 Sidewalks and bike lanes

                        18.75%  Other

                 12.5%   Upgrade traffic signal network and add 

pedestrian hybrid beacons  

0%   Speed mitigation devices such as speed humps  

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 11/24/15-12/11/15

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL
What types of locally sourced food 
options would you like to see in 
Northwest Austin?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/nwa-poll.
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2015

By Dec. 31, Austin City Council members will submit their 
final list of projects that would qualify for financing from 
$21.8 million in the city’s Quarter Cent Fund. Each district 
will get $1.9 million, and Mayor Steve Adler will allocate 
the remaining funds for citywide projects.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com4

9  The fifth Austin location of Little 
Woodrow’s opened in late November 
at 12601 Tech Ridge Blvd. near Parmer 
Lane. The bar features more than 
100 beers, including 44 on draft. 
Wednesdays feature $4 local beers, and 
customers may order food from the 
adjacent Brooklyn Pie Co., which also 
recently opened in the same center. 512-
852-8078. www.littlewoodrows.com

10  The sixth Austin location of Tino’s 
Greek Cafe opened Nov. 27 at 2525 
Anderson Lane, Ste. 200, in the former 
Elevation Burger spot. The restaurant 
serves cafeteria-style Greek dishes, 
such as gyros and falafel. 512-346-3636. 
www.tinosgreekcafe.com

11  In mid-December, 3 Creeks Real 
Estate and Cook Commercial Real 
Estate opened at 13945 N. US 183, 
Ste. D-190. The firms offer full-service 
commercial and residential services, 
including broker transactions and 
property management. 3 Creeks: 
512-940-6464, Cook: 512-656-2964. 
www.3creeksrealestate.com, 
www.ccretx.com

12  Brooklyn Pie Co. opened its sixth 
Austin-area location Oct. 8 at 12601 
Tech Ridge Blvd., Ste. 300. The pizzeria 
serves New York-style pies, such as 
the Mad Italian, Classic New York and 
Texas Ranger, and is known for its 
giant slices. 512-382-6214. 
www.brooklynpie.com

13  Georgia-based Mystery Room 
opened its fifth location in mid-
December at 3220 Feathergrass Court, 
Ste. 128. The business has four escape 
rooms where groups use clues to escape 
a locked room within 45 minutes. It 
also has four puzzle rooms that require 
using clues to solve the puzzle. 
512-284-9229. www.mysteryroom.com

14  Jolene and Matt Urbanic opened 
dog daycare, boarding and spa facility 
Dogtopia at 13945 N. US 183, Ste. C-4, 
on Dec. 7. The shop offers toys and 
treats for sale and has monthly themed 
parties for pets. Pet owners can check 
in on their dogs via webcam. 512-766-
3649. www.dogtopianorthaustin.com

15  UR Fit Wellness Center opened 
Nov. 4 at The Shops at Riverplace, 10601 
RM 2222, Ste. P. The business offers a 
holistic wellness approach for clients to 
meet their goals, including assessments, 
individualized workout programs and 
nutritional programs. 512-906-2263. 
www.urfitwellnesscenter.com

Now Open 

1  On Sept. 25, Healthy Pet Lakeline 
opened at 14028 N. US 183, Ste. D-155. 
The store includes natural and holistic 
pet foods, treats and supplements, and 
accessories. A self-serve dog wash is 
also available. The store hosts adoption 
events on some weekends. 512-215-2368. 
www.healthypetaustin.com

2  Resale store Style Encore opened 
Dec. 3 at 14010 N. US 183 near 
Texadelphia. The store buys and 
sells gently used women’s clothing, 
accessories, shoes and handbags. The 
store pays cash for items it purchases 
from customers, and appointments are 
not required to sell items. 512-992-1581. 
www.style-encorenwaustin.com

3  Meditation Bar opened Nov. 9, 
offering guided meditation classes 
for beginners and silent classes for 
those who are more advanced. The 
nonreligious 45-minute classes are 

offered daily at 8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. 
B-103. Meditation Bar also offers 
resource materials for those interested 
in learning more about meditation. 
512-840-1640. www.meditationbar.com

4  Nancy Nguyen opened Quality 
Nails & Spa in October at 10001 
Research Blvd., Ste. 140. Services 
include manicures, pedicures, 
waxing, facials, solar acrylic nails and 
gel polish. Nguyen has 25 years of 
experience and focuses on maintaining 
a sterile environment. 512-291-3411. 
www.qualitynailsandspa.com

5  Napa Flats, 8300 N. RM 620, Bldg. 
M, Ste. 100, opened Dec. 7 in the Trails 
at 620. The restaurant chain, founded 
in College Station, offers wood-fired 
grill dishes with an Italian flair, 
including pizza, pasta and meats. 
512-640-8384. www.napaflats.com

6  On Nov. 17 Oasthouse Gastropub 
opened in the Trails at 620, 8300 N. RM 

620, Unit E. The restaurant serves pub 
food, such as burgers and sandwiches, 
and has craft cocktails and 21 beers on 
draft. Happy hour is 4-7 p.m. daily. 737-
222-5779. www.oasthouseaustin.com

7  The second Austin location of 
Habana House Cigar Lounge opened 
Dec. 10 in Lake Creek Festival, 13729 
N. US 183, Ste. 1075. The store sells a 
wide variety of premium cigars as well 
as accessories, such as lighters, cutters 
and pipes. A lounge is available for 
customers to enjoy their cigars. 512-
996-8706. www.habanahousecigars.com

8  A showroom for Springfree 
Trampoline opened Nov. 13 in The 
Domain II at 3220 Amy Donovan 
Plaza, Ste. 116, near iPic Theaters. 
Customers can try out three of the 
company’s five trampoline models, 
which use new technology and designs 
to reduce the risk of injuries caused by 
trampolines by 90 percent. 
512-693-2338. www.springfree.com

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Compiled by Amy Denney 

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.

Austin-based online company 512 
Sunglasses launched Nov. 3, offering 
sunglasses with frames made from a 
variety of wood grains sourced from 
throughout the world and named 
after popular Austin neighborhoods. 
Through a partnership with 
humanitarian aid organization World 
Vision, each sale of a pair of 512s 
helps in the long-term sponsorship of 
children in need in Africa. 512-822-
2633. www.512sunglasses.com

Coming Soon

16  Opening in early 2016 is BeanTown 
Barbershop at 10300 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. B. Owner Guy Zino will 
offer haircuts, including fades and 
razor work, for men and children.

17  BriTex Dental, 10200 Boulder 
Lane, Ste. 300, will open mid- to late 
January in the Shops at Boulder Lane. 
The practice will offer comprehensive 
dental examinations for adults and 
children. 512-362-7130. 
www.britexdental.com

18  Holiday Inn Express and Suites, 
8300 N. RM 620, will open Feb. 1 in 
the Trails at 620. The hotel will have 82 
rooms, including 15 suites in its four 
floors. 877-865-6578. www.ihg.com

Relocations

19  In early November, The Front Door 
Co. moved its showroom from 5209 
N. Lamar Blvd. to 9222 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 104. The company helps customers 
buy wood, wrought iron or premium 
fiberglass front and patio doors. The 
company also provides installations and 
service and refinishes doors. 512-459-
9034. www.thefrontdoorco.com

20  Best Agents in Texas moved in 
mid-September from 9100 United 

Drive, Ste. 100, to 10435 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 107. Broker J. Rene Ward offers 
residential, commercial and investment 
property real estate services. She 
represents buyers and sellers and can 
assist with relocations. 512-388-3313. 
www.bestagentsintexas.com

21  Diagnostic Pain Center relocated 
Nov. 5 from 11615 Angus Road, Ste. 101, 
to 12176 N. MoPac, Ste. D. Dr. Robert 
Marks provides pain-management 
services for patients. 512-981-7246. 
www.diagnosticpaincenter.com

22  On Nov. 30 the headquarters for 
the American Cancer Society moved 
from 2433 Ridgepoint Drive, Unit A, 
into its new office at 11000 N. MoPac, 
Ste. 100. The new location allows 
for cancer patients, caregivers and 
volunteers to have greater accessibility 
to programs, such as free wig fittings 
and Road to Recovery transportation 
services. 512-919-1800. www.cancer.org

Anniversaries

23  Game Over Videogames Inc. 
celebrated its 10th anniversary Oct. 
14. President and CEO David Kaelin 
has 12 stores, including one at 
A  911 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 106. 

The company’s headquarters is located 
at  B  2136 Rutland Drive, Ste. A. The 
retailer buys, sells and trades retro 
video games. Anderson: 512-454-
4263. Rutland: 512-459-4263. 
www.gameovervideogames.com

24  Pinballz Arcade celebrated its fifth 
anniversary Nov. 20. Co-owners Darren 
and Mikki Spohn opened the original 
location at  A  8940 Research Blvd., Ste. 
100, and are planning a third location 
at  B  13729 Research Blvd. Pinballz has 
more than 200 pinball machines and 
classic and new arcade games. 512-420-
8458. www.pinballzarcade.com

25  In late 2015, Michael Lin 
celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
his businesses, New Tech Tennis 
and World Wind Kites. Both are 
located at 7208 McNeil Drive. New 
Tech Tennis sells tennis equipment 
and accessories, and World Wind 
Kites sells a variety of kites and other 
outdoor toys. 512-250-9454. 
www.newtechtennis.com, 
www.worldwindkites.com

26  Owner Joe Ebersol celebrated the 
20th anniversary of Originals Jewelry 
and Fine Gifts in October. The store 
is located at 10225 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 100, and Ebersol sells handmade 
jewelry and other jewelry and art from 
American artisans. 512-343-2011. 
www.originalsjewelryandgifts.com

Expansions

27  The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 
opened its first retail pharmacy Dec. 10 
inside St. David’s North Austin 
Medical Center, 12221 N. MoPac. 
The pharmacy allows patients to visit 
their doctor and pick up prescriptions 
in the same visit. The pharmacy also 
offers a home-delivery program, 
online prescription refills and the 
MobileRX app. 512-901-4797. 
www.adclinic.com

Name Change

28  Texas Dentistry Group changed its 
name in early November to Blu Dental 
of Austin. Dr. Henry Kim provides 
general dentistry and orthodontics 
services to patients at 13048 Research 
Blvd. 512-257-2828

Closings

29  On Nov. 8, Tino’s Greek Cafe 
closed its location at 9828 Great Hills 
Trail. www.tinosgreekcafe.com 

Healthy Pet Lakeline co-owner Trevor MacKel-
lor stands in the new store that opened Sept. 25.
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Style Encore opened Dec. 3 in the center near 
US 183 and Lakeline Mall Drive.
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Springfree Trampoline sales representative 
Darin Almnaza demonstrates the product.
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From left: Little Woodrow’s co-owner Rick 
Engel and Director of Operations Joe Pieczonka
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Quality Eye Care for the Whole Family

 Schedule an appointment today! MannEye.com | 800.MY.VISION (800.698.4746)

Luke Barker, MD
Board-Certified Ophthalmologist

Specializing in:
• Blade-Free LASIK   • Laser Cataract Surgery
• LipiFlow® Dry Eye    • Comprehensive Eye Exams

right here in your neighborhood

Two Convenient Austin Locations - 4314 W. Braker Lane, Suite 215 | 2600 Via Fortuna, Suite 400
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Birds Barbershop
Owners take ‘chore’ out of getting a haircut

M ichael Portman and Jayson 
Rapaport, co-owners of 
Birds Barbershop, are not 

barbers, nor do they consider owning 
the business a hobby.

Yet for nearly 10 years they have oper-
ated a company based on affordable and 
top-quality haircuts and fun.

“Basically our whole mission is to 
take the chore out of getting a haircut,” 
Portman said.

The two are childhood friends from 
Laredo, Texas. After graduating high 
school, they parted ways for different 
coasts. Portman worked for The Walt 
Disney Co. in Los Angeles, and Rapa-
port worked in finance in New York.

Then they both moved to Austin 
where they saw a niche for a middle- 
priced barbershop that catered to all 
people, including services for women, 
which was an early component of 
opening Birds.

“It’s haircut; it’s a conversation; it’s a 
beer; it’s some music,” Portman said.  
“It really kind of built itself. We really 
crafted Birds with Austin as its main 
influencer.”

After securing a small-business loan, 
they opened the first store in May 2006 
on South Lamar Boulevard at Oltorf 

Street. They opened their second store 
one year later on Burnet Road north of 
RM 2222, a decision they agreed might 
not have been the best idea.

“I don’t know if demand really got to 
the point [for a second store],” Rapa-
port said. “We just did it anyway.”

Now with years of living in Austin 
under their belts, they have a pulse on 
which neighborhoods would benefit the 
most from a Birds Barbershop. They do 
review data but are picky about finding 
the right location, Portman said.

“We don’t force ourselves into any 
spot,” Rapaport said. “We have locations 
where we would like to be where we’re 
not. We don’t have a master plan.”

Looking to the future they saw a 
huge need on US 183 in the middle of 
the tech corridor and opened the US 
183 location in May.

“Roughly every other person walk-
ing into that store has never heard 
of us before,” Portman said. “That’s 
humbling and represents an awesome 
opportunity. You feel like you’ve got 
to earn it, go to work and pull up your 
bootstraps every single time.”

In early 2016 the eighth Austin store 
will open in The Domain’s Rock Rose 
development.

BUSINESS FEATURE

By Amy Denney

The Burnet Road location opened in 2007 in North Central Austin with an arcade theme.

Birds Barbershop offers haircuts for men, women and children.

From left: Jayson Rapaport and Michael Port-
man opened Birds Barbershop in May 2006.

Birds Barbershop

183
MoPac

360

A

Braker Ln.

Parmer Ln.

Spicewood 
Springs  
Rd.

M
et

ric
 B
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d.

McNeil Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

B

A  13219 N. US 183
512-879-4700
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

B  11420 Rock Rose Ave., Ste. 300
(Opens in early 2016 in The Domain)
www.birdsbarbershop.com
Twitter: @birdsbarbershop

The US 183 store opened in May and features a 
tech theme as a nod to the nearby tech corridor.

Birds of a feather

Started in 

May 2006

3,000 to  
4,000 
haircuts  
weekly

140 
employees

8 Austin locations*
*Domain store opens in  
early 2016

Haircuts start at $19  
for children, 

$15-44 for adults
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Color services begin at $50

“ ” 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734

At Vibra, we take a multidisciplinary approach to 
manage your care and provide the highest quality 
of any inpatient rehab hospital. 
• Medical Case Management
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapists

Our goal is your goal... rehabilitation, regaining function, mobility 
and independence so you can return to your life again!

• Certifi ed Rehab Nursing
• Highest Nurse-to-Patient Ratio
• Team of physicians providing the daily medical attention you deserve

Join our monthly support groups:

Parkinson’s Support Group
1st Tuesday of every month at 2pm

“Brainwaves” Lake Travis 
Stroke Support Group
2nd Thursday of every month at 2pm

Pre-Hab Class for Total Joint 
Replacements
Mentally and physically prepare. 
Meetings every Wednesday at 2pm.

Phone: 512.263.4500 • www.vrhlaketravis.com
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From left: John Bates and Brandon Martinez have owned and operated Noble Sandwich Co. since 2010.
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Noble Sandwich Co.
Chefs offer gourmet take on staple dish

J ohn Bates and Brandon Marti-
nez, co-owners of Noble Sand-
wich Co., said good food should 

be available at every price point. 
Bates and Martinez met at Del Mar 

College, a culinary school in Corpus 
Christi. After graduating in 2000, the 
two worked together at several restau-
rants, including Asti Trattoria on East 
43rd Street in Austin. 

“We complement each other well,” 
Bates said. “He brings a lot of 
enthusiasm and excitement. I bring 
more of a recipe-driven approach.”

Martinez said he and Bates felt like 
sandwiches were lacking the gourmet 
treatment afforded to Austin’s many 
other eateries. Bates said there are great 
delis in the city, but most order their 
meats and breads from the same distrib-
utors. Bates and Martinez opened their 
business, Noble Pig Sandwiches, in 2010 
and later changed the business name to 
Noble Sandwich Co.

 At Noble, the chefs cure their own 
meats, bake bread from scratch and 
pickle their condiments.

“Ninety-five percent of our menu is 
handcrafted in-house,” Bates said. 

Martinez added, “We wanted to do 
it the hard way because the hard way is 
the better way.”

Bates said initially the lower cost of 
property played a big role in opening 
in Northwest Austin, but he also saw a 
market for a more unique dining option 
in an area that offered little more than 
chain restaurants at the time.

“There wasn’t a lot of Austin-style 
restaurants here,” he said. “[Yet] there’s 
a ton of people out here.” 

In March 2014 Bates and Martinez 
moved Noble to its current location on 
RM 620. A month later they opened a 
second location on Burnet Road.

Since opening, Noble Sandwich Co. 
has become known for its unique take 
on sandwiches, such as replacing beef 

DINING FEATURE

Noble Sandwich Co.

12233 N. RM 620, Ste. 105 
512-382-6248 
www.noblesandwiches.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.- 
9 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Noble Sandwich Co. spices up the traditional BLT by adding smoked pork belly, garlic mayonnaise 
and a fried egg ($10).

Pecan-smoked brisket is topped with homemade kimchi, white onion and sambal mayonnaise ($10).

By Kara Nuzback
Bites, camera, action!
In 2012, an appearance on the Food 
Network’s TV show, “Diners, Drive-ins 
and Dives” with host Guy Fieri put Noble 
Sandwich Co. in the international spotlight.

“That just kind of flipped a switch. … We 
did double the numbers the next day,” 
co-owner John Bates said. “I had a guy 
from India call me and ask if I could ship 
him a sandwich.”

The television show featured the smoked 
duck pastrami sandwich with Russian 
dressing and rye pickles ($9); the Knuckle 
Sandwich ($8.75), a combination of roast 
beef, horseradish, onions and cheddar; 
and The Noble Pig ($8.50), with spicy ham, 
pulled pork, provolone, spicy mustard, 
mayonnaise and bacon.

with duck pastrami in one of their 
signature dishes.

Besides offering breakfast on the 
weekends and lunch daily, the duo 
recently expanded business hours to 
include dinner every night of the week. 

“We’re not just your lunch destination 
anymore,” Bates said.

Noble Sandwich Co. offers catering 
with whole hog roasts as well as happy 
hours from 5-7 p.m. on weekdays.

Martinez said he never wants the 
restaurant to get so big that it loses its 
quality, but he would like to open some 
new locations.

“Noble nation is what I want,” he said. 

Lake Creek 
Pkwy.

El Salido Pkwy.

620

“ ” 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734

At Vibra, we take a multidisciplinary approach to 
manage your care and provide the highest quality 
of any inpatient rehab hospital. 
• Medical Case Management
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapists

Our goal is your goal... rehabilitation, regaining function, mobility 
and independence so you can return to your life again!

• Certifi ed Rehab Nursing
• Highest Nurse-to-Patient Ratio
• Team of physicians providing the daily medical attention you deserve

Join our monthly support groups:

Parkinson’s Support Group
1st Tuesday of every month at 2pm

“Brainwaves” Lake Travis 
Stroke Support Group
2nd Thursday of every month at 2pm

Pre-Hab Class for Total Joint 
Replacements
Mentally and physically prepare. 
Meetings every Wednesday at 2pm.

Phone: 512.263.4500 • www.vrhlaketravis.com
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RoundRockTexas.gov/rocknlights

BRAND NEW SHOW! ALL NEW DISPLAYS!

RoundRockTexas.gov/rocknlightsRoundRockTexas.gov/rocknlights

Experience 

Rock’N Lights Holiday 

Light Tour at Old Settlers Park 

and the NEW BIGGER Christmas 

Towne at the end of the tour at the 

Old Settlers Association and the Dell 

Diamond parking lot. Christmas Towne 

features a new light maze, family 

activities, carnival rides, amazing 

holiday lights, holiday food, 

themed nights and 

more!

Park Admission:
Family Vehicles $15 • Limos $50

Shuttle Bus (9–30 people) $45
Commercial Bus (31+ people) $75

Admission includes:
FREE entry into the NEW BIGGER Christmas 

Towne. Christmas Towne is FREE and will be open 
the following evenings: Dec. 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 

19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24

Operating Schedule:

Nov. 30- Dec. 16: Sunday through Thursday 6 to 9 p.m.; 
Friday and Saturday 6 to 10 p.m.

Dec. 17-24: 6 to 10 p.m.

Dec. 25-26: 6 to 9 p.m.

Sponsored by

Austex Tree Service

We’re An Insured, 
Reliable Company 
Where Prompt, 
Quality Service Is 
Top Priority.

Trimming & Pruning | Removals | Ball Moss Removal | Roof Clearance
Fertilization/Planting | Lot/Subdivision Clearing | and more...

PUBLIC. 

RESIDENTIAL. 

COMMERCIAL. 

INSTITUTIONAL.

FREE ESTIMATE
THIS IS THE BEST TIME TO TRIM 
AND FERTILIZE YOUR TREES

15% OFF FALL SPECIAL

512-248-0082 
www.AustexTreesTx.com

Trimming & Pruning | Removals | Ball Moss Removal | Roof Clearance
Fertilization/Planting | Lot/Subdivision Clearing | and more....

FREE ESTIMATE
THIS IS THE BEST TIME TO TRIM 
AND FERTILIZE YOUR TREES

Trimming & Pruning | Removals | Ball Moss Removal | Roof Clearance
Fertilization/Planting | Lot/Subdivision Clearing | and more....

Austex Tree Service

A u s t e x  Tr e e  S e r v i c e

Tree Trimming

A u s t e x  Tr e e  S e r v i c e
Tree Removal

A u s t e x  Tr e e  S e r v i c e

Stump Grinding

north by northwest
restaurant & Brewery
10010 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.
Austin, Texas 78759
STONELAKE 512.467.6969
NXNWBREW.COM

hours of operation 
Mon-Thurs, 11-11PM
Fri, 11-Midnight
Sat, 10-Midnight
Sun, 10-11PM

EST. 1999 · AUSTIN, TEXAS

GO FORTH & DRINK LOCAL
BRUNCH

sat & sun, 10-2pm

BEER TO GO
Bottles, growlers 

5 & 15.5 Gallon kegs 
RESERVE TODAY!

HAPPY HOUR
daily at the bar, 4-7pm
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QUAIL CREEK WEST
9504 Quail Ct
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,516 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Muñoz
512.600.8294

SCOFIELD FARMS
1708 Lynnville Trl
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,319 SQ FT
Listed by Silvia Vandenberg
512.554.6071

NORTH STAR
2106 Blalock Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,084 SQ FT
Listed by Jeff Sehon
512.695.2919

LAMPLIGHT VILLAGE
13001 Turkey Run
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,254 SQ FT
Listed by Cathy Trifiro
512.797.4917

COLONY NORTH
8417 Maine Dr
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,014 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Muñoz
512.600.8294

MILWOOD
13226 Tamayo Dr
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,504 SQ FT
Listed by Kevin McCord
512.784.9644

ESTATES OF GRANDVIEW HILLS
12525 Verandah Ct
3 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,515 SQ FT
Listed by MaryAnn Valentino
512.658.7632

GRANDVIEW HILLS 
7914 Castle Peake Trl
5 BD 3 BA +/-3,085 SQ FT
Listed by Dena Hinds
512.963.1770

®
®

Realty Austin Citywide Open House: Sunday, January 3rd, 2016

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 2016

3
S M T W TH F S

Get an instant market analysis of your home!
Visit www.realtyaustin.com/market-analysis to see your Comparative Market 
Analysis based on current listings in your neighborhood.
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1   Dedicated left-turn lane
Construction will finish in late December 
on a left-turn lane into the Austin Board 
of Realtors’ property at 4800 Spicewood 
Springs Road and other drainage 
upgrades. ABoR is contributing $310,864 
toward the project, which aims to relieve 
congestion on the two-lane roadway.

Timeline: October-December
Cost: $440,942
Funding sources: ABoR, city of Austin

2   US 183 frontage roads
The Texas Department of Transportation 
will resurface the US 183 frontage roads 
from Anderson Mill Road to McNeil Drive.

Timeline: spring-early summer
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: state funds

3   MoPac construction
In December crews are pouring 
concrete for the southbound express 
lane underpass. On the northbound 
side near Cesar Chavez and Sixth 
streets, work continues to pave the 
new ramp where traffic will shift in 
mid- to late January and when main 
lanes will be reduced to two lanes.

Timeline: October 2013-late 2016

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? Email 
us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

Cost: $204 million
Funding sources: state and federal

4   Parmer Lane resurfacing
TxDOT is seeking bids in December on a 
project to repair and resurface Parmer 
Lane from SH 45 N to the Travis County 
line just north of McNeil Drive.

Timeline: summer 2016 (construction)
Cost: $3.3 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

5   Trail construction
Construction on the Northern Walnut Creek 

Trail A  Phase 1A, which includes a 
redesign of about a half mile of trail from 
Amherst Drive near Balcones District Park 
to MoPac, will begin in the summer on the 
southern end. Construction on the northern 

end will start in 2017. Work on B  Phase 1, 
a 2.5-mile-long trail segment from MoPac 
to Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park, will be 
substantially complete in early 2016.

Timeline: March 2013-early 2016 
(Phase 1), summer 2016-2018 (Phase 1A)
Cost: $5.5 million
Funding sources: city of Austin bonds

6   Trail planning
The second phase of the Northern Walnut 
Creek Trail will be 1.8 miles long from the 
Walnut Creek park to I-35 at Walnut Creek. 
The project is under design, and the city will 
hold another public meeting in early 2016.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: TBD
Funding sources: TBD

Map not to scale
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24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT• Seen in Minutes
• Open 24/7
• Pediatric Friendly
• CT, Ultrasound & 

X-ray On-Site 

3563 Far West Ste. 110
Austin TX, 78731
512-481-2321

TOUR OUR NEW LOCATION FOR A FREE GIFT CARD!*

* WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

NOW OPEN  
Anderson Mill
13435 Hwy 183N. 
Suite 311
Austin, TX 78750
512-614-1200

MoPac

Far West Blvd.

Bur
ne

t R
d.

Gold’s Gym

Kerby Lane

Pond Springs Rd.
Anderson Mill Rd.

183

www.austinER.com

Central AustinNorth Austin

austincc.edu/spring

START HERE.
Degrees with impact 

Pursue degrees in healthcare, 
technology, and other STEM fi elds.

NOW ENROLLING!

By Joe Lanane
Several new state gun laws have gone 

or will soon go into effect.
Most notably, handgun license hold-

ers can openly carry firearms starting 
Jan. 1, and concealed carry will be 
allowed on college campuses starting 
Aug. 1. Also, seven new laws, including 
one that potentially allows guns inside 

Austin City Hall, are already official.
The laws were passed during the 2015 

legislative session in what state Sen. Kirk 
Watson, D-Austin, called “an effort to 
show how pro-gun you can be.”

“I don’t think it’s just about gun 
rights. I just think the argument 
gets cloaked in that,” said Watson, a 
concealed handgun license holder who 

opposes open carry. “We want to make 
sure everybody’s rights are protected, 
but we want to do it in a way that’s 
reasonable, rational and takes into 
account public safety.”

Watson anticipates receiving com-
plaints early next year in response to the 
new laws, which he said were not over-
whelmingly requested by constituents. 

However, Austin Police Department 
Commander Andy Michael said he is not 
worried about unintended consequences 
stemming from the new laws and does 
not anticipate significant changes to 

enforcement policies unless the armed 
individual is acting erratically or is near 
an area where firearms are banned.

“We have no intention of asking for 
a license based solely on the fact we see 
somebody openly carrying a weapon,” 
Michael said. 

Efforts to educate
APD does not currently plan on hold-

ing any community meetings or public 
forums to answer questions and educate 
the public about the new rules. Michael 
instead recommends residents attend 

Open carry allowed starting Jan. 1
Debate over guns at Austin City Hall, on campus continues

Se
pt

. 1
, 2

01
5

SB 273 prevents state agencies from 
posting signs saying where license holders 
are prohibited from concealed carry unless 
specifically prohibited by state law; guns are 
still prohibited at any meeting required to 
adhere to the Open Meetings Act.

HB 554, nicknamed the “my bad” law by Central 
Texas Gun Works owner Michael Cargill, amends 
state law to protect licensed carriers who bring 
their firearm through an airport security checkpoint 
as long as they leave the secured area in a timely 
fashion.

HB 1376 reduces license fees for supervision 
officers and juvenile probation officers.

HB 2604 lifts certain restrictions for peace officers 
and state military service members.

HB 2739 makes a handgun license a legal ID form.

HB 3710 helps raise money for veterans’ assistance.

HB 3747 authorizes retired federal judges to obtain 
licenses in same manner as retired state judges.

A sign outside Austin City Hall shows that 
guns are currently prohibited on the grounds.
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PUBLIC SAFETY

HB 910 allows open carry of a holstered 
handgun.

Must be carried in a shoulder or belt holster

No separate license or additional fee required 
for existing license holders to openly carry

License will be changed at a later date

Training requirements for new applicants 
updated to include information about the use 
of restraint holsters and methods to ensure 
secure carrying

Eligibility to obtain license unchanged

Private businesses may post signs indicating 
open and concealed carriers are prohibited; 
owners may also provide direct verbal notice
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www.vintagefreshdesign.co | 12233 RR 620 N, Suite 102 | Austin, TX 78750 
Hours: Tues - Sat 10am - 5pm

■Painted Furniture ■Vintage + 
Modern Home Decor

■Accessories- Grace & Lace 
(blanket scarves and boot cuffs) 

■ Jewelry ■Esperos bags

At Vintage Fresh, we offer our 
customers the furniture you have come 
to know us for, as well as home decor, 
accessories, gifts and much more! A 

blend of vintage + modern, we provide 
Northwest Austin with a downtown 

shopping experience, without the hassle 
of fighting traffic and finding parking.

We warmly invite you to 
experience worship in a 

contemporary and uplifting 
environment at any of our 

three weekly services. 

13461 Pond Springs Rd.
Austin, TX 78729

(512) 832-9867
www.austinpottershouse.com

Pastor Terry & Jody Wakefi eld

Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 PM

Wednesday Evening Worship 
7:30 PM

The Potter's House Christian Church Presents

In The Fight For His Life
Revival with Richard Valerio

Sunday, January 17th  
11AM & 7PM

Monday - Thursday, 
January 18 - 21  
7:30PM Nightly

a monthly commander forum in their 
part of town to discuss any concerns.

Some business owners and churches 
have sought guidance, Michael 
said, but APD is not recommending 
whether to allow open carry. 

“I understand it’s the law and every-
body’s right,” Michael said. “Just out 
of respect for everybody, if nothing 
else, I’d keep it concealed.”

Brian McRae, CHL-Texas.com 
owner and instructor, said most license 
holders he knows also do not intend to 
openly carry firearms come Jan. 1. 

Concealing a firearm allows the 
holder to decide whether to initiate 
action during a potentially threatening 
situation, McRae said, but that advan-
tage is lost when one openly carries.

“Paradoxically, our training is more 
peaceful,” he said. “You’re taught that 
you win 100 percent of the gunfights 
you don’t get into.”

According to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, there are 825,957 
license holders as of Dec. 31, 2014. The 
vast majority of those licensees comply 
with the law, said John Lacaria, owner 
and instructor of Texas Firearm Acad-
emy in Austin.

“I think most companies realize you 
can stop license holders from coming 
in, but all the signs in the world aren’t 
going to stop a criminal from coming 
in,” Lacaria said.

Know the rules
New state Senate rules resulted in 

many unclear new laws that require 
interpretation from the state’s attor-
ney general, according to Watson. For 
example, state Sen. John Whitmire, 
D-Houston, asked the state in Sep-
tember to clarify whether handguns 
can now be openly displayed on public 
school district parking lots, driveways, 
sidewalks and walkways. 

Gov. Greg Abbott’s office argues the 
wording of the pending law does allow 
open carry outside school buildings, 
according to Michael Cargill, owner 
and instructor of Central Texas Gun 
Works in South Austin. Nearly every 
other establishment is required to 
post signs if they do not wish to allow 
concealed carry, open carry or both, 
according to Cargill.

Texas Restaurant Association spokes-
person Wendy Woodland said more 
than 100 restaurant owners attended 
a November webinar detailing open-
carry laws. Any establishment that 
draws more than half its business from 
alcohol sales must automatically ban 
firearms, Woodland said.

H-E-B already permits concealed 
carry, but the Texas-based grocer will 
not permit open handgun carry, spokes-
person Leslie Lockett said. Whole Foods 
Market has not allowed firearms since 
the company was founded, according to 
spokesperson Rachel Malish, and that 
policy will remain.

Policing public property
Cargill also argues the city of Austin 

is disobeying a new state law that allows 
concealed carry—and starting Jan. 1, 
open carry—inside portions of Aus-
tin City Hall. An Oct. 9 memo from 

Abbott’s legal team essentially sides 
with Cargill, who filed one of 25 related 
complaints to the state.

However, Attorney General Ken 
Paxton has not issued a response to the 
complaints, according to a spokesper-
son. In the meantime, Austin officials 
continue to argue City Hall should be 
exempt from the new law. 

“It’s our usage of City Hall that 
allows it to be a prohibited place,” said 
Mark Washington, acting assistant 
city manager, arguing that regular 
City Council activity and monthly 
court proceedings exempt the build-
ing from compliance.

Starting in August, The University of 
Texas must begin allowing concealed 
carry. A working group on Dec. 10 rec-
ommended 25 guidelines—pending 
board of regents approval—that would 
allow concealed handguns in class-
rooms but not dorms. UT estimates 
fewer than 1 percent of students will 
have licenses to carry. 

Austin Community College also allow 
concealed carry starting Aug. 1, 2017, 
but no official policy changes have been 
announced by the school.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Source: Texas Department 
of Public Safety/Community 
Impact Newspaper
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SB 11 becomes official law at 
junior college campuses.
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g. 

1, 
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SB 11 allows concealed handguns to be 
carried on public campuses.

Does not apply to private or independent 
institutions that post proper signage
Institutions can establish reasonable rules, 
regulations and other provisions dictating 
how handguns can be stored in dorms or 
other on-campus residential facilities
Requires signs to be clearly posted any-
where where handguns are not permitted
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Ask for 3D mammography.*

With 41% more breast cancer detected, 
it’s truly a revolution in early detection.

                    That’s right. 41% 
more breast cancer detected 

with 3D mammography.
Request an appointment at 
ausrad.com or call 512.453.6100. 
*Also known as breast tomosynthesis.    

austinfoodbank.org

PLEASE DONATE TODAY .

The Cottages at Scofield Ridge

•Hill country, contemporary homes
•Austin ISD/ Anderson high school

•Low tax rate
•Located off last free Mopac exit

•1,753- 3,516 sq. ft.
•Open, spacious floor plans

•Only 46 homes available!
•Minutes from The Domain

•Less than 10 miles from
 Downtown Austin

Contact Robert Eckrich
512.799.4261

roberte@brohnhomes.com

NOW SELLING!
From the 370s

B R O H N H O M E S . C O M
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(512) 974-9727
Austintexas.gov/URO 
commercialrecycling@austintexas.gov

Austin’s Universal Recycling Ordinance requires that apartments with 10 or more units and 
commercial facilities larger than 25,000 square feet provide convenient access to recycling for 
their employees and tenants. Find out if you’re in compliance before the Feb. 1 reporting deadline. 

AUSTIN The city aims to increase 
recycling rates by making a game of 
it. The Austin Recycles Games pits 
residents in different City Council 
districts against one another to see 
which district can recycle the most.

The winning districts receive a 
beautification project for a local library 
or public park. Districts can win one 
of two categories: most overall recy-
cling and most improved. The winning 
districts will be announced at an Earth 
Day event April 23.

Austin Resource Recovery created 
the competition after receiving com-
munity feedback about why residents 
were not recycling and how to increase 
participation.

“One of the responses was to make it 
fun … to make it a game,” said Memi 
Cárdenas, public information specialist 

with Austin Resource Recovery.
The city plans to provide monthly 

updates on how much households 
are recycling in each district between 
December and March. Cárdenas 
said community feedback showed 
residents were unsure about what and 
how to recycle.

“We think people are not thinking 
beyond the kitchen when it comes to 
recycling,” she said.

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Williamson County Compiled by Jennifer Curington, Joe Lanane, Kara Nuzback and Caitlin Perrone

AUSTIN City Council filed for a new 
trial Dec. 4 to challenge the Travis 
County tax appraisal system and 
revive efforts of creating an equitable 
taxing system. 

The original challenge failed when 
a state district judge dismissed the 
case Nov. 6. City Council approved 
a resolution Dec. 3 reaffirming 
its commitment to pursue a tax 
appraisal challenge.  

The council voted to take the issue 
to court May 28 with the desire to 
achieve a fair and equitable system. 
Staff reports showed commercial 
properties in Austin were underval-
ued by 41 percent.

If the city Austin wins the new 
trial, commercial property apprais-
als could be changed—thus result-
ing in more money for the city of 
Austin’s budget.

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

City to lower speed 
limit on RM 2222
AUSTIN  On Dec. 10 the city approved 
lowering the speed limit on RM 2222 
between McNeil Drive and Loop 360 
from 60 mph to 55 mph. The change is 
effective within a month.

The segment from Sitio Del Rio 
Boulevard to McNeil is already 55 
mph, but McNeil to Loop 360 was 60 
mph. Between RM 620 and Sitio Del 
Rio, the speed limit is 50 mph.

The change is a result of citizen com-
plaints about speeds along the corridor 
and a Texas Department of Transpor-
tation speed study, which showed at 
least 85 percent of drivers drive slower 
than 60 mph on that segment. Under 
such findings, the city is compelled by 
state law to match the speed limit at 
which 85 percent of drivers travel.

City of Austin revives appraisal challenge

Council districts rival for recycling reward 

Austin City Council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000 
www.austintexas.gov/department/ 
city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
512-854-9020
www.traviscountytx.gov/commissioners-court

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 
www.wilco.org

• As of press time Dec. 11, council 
was slated to discuss during its 
Dec. 17 meeting policy changes 
to the city’s ordinance regulating 
transportation network companies, 
or TNCs, such as Uber and Lyft; 
changes to the city’s short-term 
rentals ordinance; and a zoning 
change at 1601 Cedar Bend Drive.

• Dec. 10: Council approved a zoning 
change at 8820 Burnet Road, Ste. 
505, that will allow commercial liquor 
sales. Applicant Calvin’s Liquor plans 
to redevelop the suite that Granite 
Transformations used to occupy.

• Dec. 10: Council approved a resolu-
tion directing staff to analyze how the 
city’s land development code rewrite 
process, CodeNEXT, can provide di-
verse and affordable housing options.

• Dec. 10: Council voted to allow 
Circuit of The Americas to apply 
for funding incentives to assist the 
MotoGP and X Games events.

City Council highlights

WILLIAMSON COUNTY To pre-
pare for severe drought, the county is 
exploring new water sources.

Landy Warren, president of the Lone 
Star Regional Water Authority, told 
commissioners Nov. 17 the agency 
aims to give the county and cities a 
new water source in East Texas and 
build a transportation and storage 
project plan. That plan would prevent 
future water shortages by obtaining 

groundwater from the Trinity and 
Carrizo-Wilcox aquifers, he said.

Groundwater would be transported 
to storage areas in the county, and local 
cities could purchase water. William-
son County cities currently pull water 
from the Brazos River Authority and 
the Lower Colorado River Authority.

Commissioners took no action on 
LSRWA’s request for $50,000 to com-
plete a water development study. 

WilCo considers E. Texas water resources
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Austin Mayor Steve Adler announced the Austin 
Recycles Games on Nov. 30.
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er, the ceremony can be moved indoors to 
one of their spacious rooms.

“We offer a classic and stylish look with 
well-manicured grounds and can appeal 
to each bride’s ideal wedding,” said Porter. 
“We are often told that our cuisine was a 
standout feature of their event. We are for-standout feature of their event. We are for-standout feature of their event. We are for
tunate to have such a great chef.”

Future plans call for an expansion of the 
large Lakeview Room from its current ca-
pacity of 180 to 270. Porter is also looking 
to reconfigure the second wedding arbor 
so that it, too, offers an ideal lake view. De-
signs call for it to be covered, as well. A third 
expansion project includes a 6,000-square 
foot facility that may be a combination of 
event facility and more guest rooms.

To finance these projects, Porter has 
turned to Amplify Credit Union, because 
they have been there for him in the past. 
Earlier this year, he was looking to refi-
nance the business to take advantage of the 
lower rates. 

“When I went shopping for loans, I discov-
ered that most banks don’t consider wed-
dings to be an actual industry,” explained 
Porter. “Amplify was willing to learn our 
business model while the bigger banks 
took no interest. Their convenient shared 
banking arrangement with other credit 
unions allows me to bank locally and their 
mobile app lets me make deposits directly 
from my desk here at the hotel.”

In 2014, Vintage Villas was named Business of the Year by 
the Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce. They were cited for 
supporting a wide variety of local programs.

Part of Vintage Villas’ charm is its meticulous grounds keeping.

It is the dream of many to have a des-
tination wedding in some glamorous, 
far-off locale. Vintage Villas, located 
in the Hudson’s Bend area on Lake 
Travis, strives to offer a destination 
wedding feel without the destina-
tion wedding travel hassles. Opened 

in 2000, the 44-room hotel and events 
center hosts about 150 weddings a year as 
well as corporate meetings, team-building 
retreats, sorority and fraternity balls and 
company Christmas parties. 

“ We are a full-service 
conference, wedding and 
events hotel. We offer food, 
beverage, and audio visual 
service in a non-traditional 
hotel setting.” - Thomas Porter  

Proprietor and General Manager of Vintage Villas

Porter came to Vintage Villas after many 
years as a banquet manager and food and 
beverage director at large hotels in Dallas 
and Austin. He was hired to run the facility 
and eventually purchased it in 2007. His goal 
was to transform it from a bed and breakfast 
into a boutique hotel, which he achieved 
through expansion and remodeling. 

For corporate gatherings, Porter asks the 
clients what they are expecting their at-
tendees to learn or take away from the 
event. “This allows us to assist in creating 
an environment that exactly matches their 
desired outcome,” he said.

For weddings, Vintage Villas’ main arbor 
offers a sweeping, westward-facing view 
of the lake, one that can be especially dra-
matic at sunset. In case of inclement weath-

An Austin Escape

1. Annual Percentage Rate (APR). Final rate and terms offered will be determined by your credit history and underwriting guidelines. Subject to credit approval. Homeownership and Amplify membership required; additional restrictions, limitations 1. Annual Percentage Rate (APR). Final rate and terms offered will be determined by your credit history and underwriting guidelines. Subject to credit approval. Homeownership and Amplify membership required; additional restrictions, limitations 
and exclusions may apply; please contact an Amplify representative for further details. All Amplify loan programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. Effective 09/01/2015. Federally insured by NCUA.and exclusions may apply; please contact an Amplify representative for further details. All Amplify loan programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. Effective 09/01/2015. Federally insured by NCUA.

THE HOMEOWNER’S PERSONAL LOAN
In the palm of your hand

Get $50,000 in 24 hours with Amplify’s no-equity-required Homeowner Express Loan, 
an unsecured personal loan with fixed rates as low as 6.99% APR1. Also available as  

a line of credit, it’s the most flexible way to tackle everything life throws your way!

goamplify.com/myexpress | 512-874-7171

Article by Jim Baker  |  Photographs by David Weaver

Vintage Villas
vintagevillas.com 

512-266-9333
4209 Eck Ln 

Austin, TX 78734

Thomas Porter

Paid Advertisement
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1  Anderson Mill  
Austin Community College District, 

Anderson Mill Limited District, city of Austin, 

Round Rock ISD, Williamson County: 

$2.499429

2  Balcones Woods  
ACC, Austin ISD, Central Health, city of 

Austin, Travis County: $2.296081

3  Gracywoods  
ACC, Central Health, city of Austin, 

Pflugerville ISD, Travis: $2.634081

4  Great Hills  
ACC, Central Health, city of Austin, RRISD, 

Travis: $2.426581

5  Jester Estates  
ACC, AISD, Central Health, city of Austin, 

Travis: $2.296081

6  Milwood 
ACC, North Austin Municipal Utility District 

No. 1, RRISD, Williamson: $2.231529

E X A M P L E S  O F 

AV E R A G E  A N N U A L 

TA X  R AT E S 
(per $100 of property valuation)

7  Quail Creek  
ACC, AISD, Central Health, city of Austin, 

Travis: $2.296081

8  Scofield Farms 
ACC, Central Health, city of Austin, PfISD, 

Travis: $2.634081

9  Spicewood at Bull Creek  
ACC, Central Health, city of Austin, RRISD, 

Travis: $2.426581

10  Springwoods  
ACC, city of Austin, RRISD, Williamson:  

$2.373429

11  Walnut Crossing  
ACC, AISD, Central Health, city of Austin, 

Travis: $2.296081

M A K I N G 

C E N T S  

O F  A R E A 

TA X  R AT E S

Northwest Austin is the intersection 
of several taxing entities because it 
incorporates two counties and four 
school districts as well as a limited 
district and a municipal utility district. 
The map at right shows the boundaries 
of area taxing jurisdictions. Below are 
examples of which combination of taxes 
the average homeowner is accountable 
for in different neighborhoods in 
Northwest Austin. Examples are not 
representative of entire neighborhoods.

INSIDE INFORMATION

Sources: Travis Central Appraisal District, Williamson Central Appraisal District/Community Impact Newspaper

Compiled by Kara Nuzback
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Tax rate per $100 of property valuation

PFLUGERVILLE ISD

ROUND ROCK ISD

AUSTIN ISD

WILLIAMSON COUNTY

CITY OF AUSTIN

TRAVIS COUNTY

NORTH AUSTIN MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1

ANDERSON MILL LIMITED DISTRICT* 

CENTRAL HEALTH (TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT)

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT$0.1005

$0.117781

$0.126

$0.317
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$0.4589

$0.481529

$1.202

$1.3325

$1.54

*Located in city of Austin
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Challenger School offers uniquely fun and academic 
classes for preschool to eighth grade students. 

Our students learn to think for themselves and to 
value independence.

The results are unmatched at any price!

Come see for yourself at an Open House! 

Saturday, January 9 . . . . . . . . . . . 11-3 
Wednesday, January 13 . . . . . . . . 9-6 
Saturday, January 30 . . . . . . . . . . 11-3 

Round Rock 1521 Joyce Lane  (512) 255-8844 

Avery Ranch 15101 Avery Ranch Boulevard  (512) 341-8000

Pond Springs 13015 Pond Springs Road  (512) 258-1299

Start Early. Start Right.

An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade
© 2015, Challenger Schools  •  Challenger School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic orig in.

Inspiring Children to Achieve Since 1963

Open
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Community Impact_Jan-NWA 12/1/2015   12:04:07 PM
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Huston-Tillotson University and features 
local bands, businesses, food vendors and 
a children’s play area. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 
Huston-Tillotson University, 900 Chicon St. 
www.mlkcelebration.com

21 through 23  
Comedy show

Comedian, actor and writer Brian Posehn 
appears live for this special performance. 
8 p.m. (Thu., Fri., Sat.), 10:30 p.m. (Fri., 
Sat.). $18 (general admission), $22 
(reserved seating). Cap City Comedy Club, 
8120 Research Blvd., Ste. 100. 
512-467-2333. www.capcitycomedy.com

24 3M Half Marathon 
The annual race benefits 

Austin nonprofit Girlstart—which 
aims to boost female interest in 
science, technology, engineering and 
math programs—with a donation 
of $50,000. 7 a.m. (race start). 8:30 
a.m. (award ceremony.) $105-$115. 
Stonelake Boulevard and North 
Capital of Texas Hwy. 512-476-7223. 
www.3mhalfmarathon.com

26 2016-17 economic forecast 
The Austin Technology Incubator 

at the University of Texas hosts its first 
forecast event featuring local economist 
Angelos Angelou and national financial 

at 10 p.m. 4-10 p.m. Free. Auditorium 
Shores, 800 W. Riverside Drive. 
512-828-7551. www.austintexas.gov/any

January

01 Polar Bear Plunge
The Anderson Mill Limited District 

hosts the swimming event on New Year’s 
Day at El Salido Pool. The pool is heated to 
82 degrees. Noon–1:30 p.m. Free. El Salido 
Pool, 11500 El Salido Parkway. 512-258-
4104, 512-250-8427. www.amld.org

01 through 10  
Free music shows 

Local bands, venues and promoters 
celebrate the new year by hosting free 
music shows throughout the city. The 
annual event has been held during the first 
week of January each year since 2003. 
Visit the website for a list of event times 
and locations. Free. www.do512.com/
freeweekaustin 

03 African Children’s Choir 
performance

The choir performs African songs and 
dances in a program that features 
children’s, spiritual and gospel tunes. 
Donations support African Children’s 
Choir education, care and relief, and 
development programs. Music for 
Life, the parent organization for the 
choir, has educated more than 52,000 
children and affected the lives of more 
than 100,000 people through its relief 
and development programs in Africa. 
6 p.m. Free (donations accepted). 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
3003 Northland Drive. 512-454-5231. 
www.africanchildrenschoir.com

16 New Year’s dinner and music 
Royal Events presents an evening 

event with dinner and music by Ali Pervez 
Mehdi. Email najia_j@hotmail.com for 
tickets. 6-11 p.m. $45 (general admission), 
$60 (VIP). Asian American Resource Center 
Ballroom, 8401 Cameron Road. 
512-974-1700. www.austintexas.gov/aarc

18 Martin Luther King Jr. festival 
The family-friendly rally begins 

with speakers and a choir at 9 a.m. at 
the Martin Luther King Jr. statue on The 
University of Texas campus. The march 
begins at 10 a.m. and travels to the Capitol, 
1100 Congress Ave. A community festival 
follows the march from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at 

December

23 Meet the author 
Selena Sage, author of “Meditative 

Questions: Zen + Tao Inspired,” provides 
an overview of her book and her creative 
process. Sage will also answer questions 
from the audience. 6-8 p.m. Free. Asian 
American Resource Center Ballroom, 
8401 Cameron Road. 512-974-1700. 
www.austintexas.gov/aarc

24 Bethany United Methodist 
Church services 

Attendees choose from four candlelight 
services Christmas Eve. Children enjoy 
an interactive service at 3 p.m. Services 
throughout the evening include communion 
and Christmas carols. During the 5, 7 and 
9 p.m. services, child care is offered. 5, 7, 9 
and 11 p.m. Free. Bethany United Methodist 
Church, 10010 Anderson Mill Road. 
512-258-6017. www.bethany-umc.org

24 Christmas Eve service 
Grace Covenant Church offers 

services to celebrate the holiday. Children’s 
activities are provided for newborns 
through pre-K during the 5 p.m. service, 
which includes music and other activities.  
5 and 7 p.m. Free. Grace Covenant Church, 
9431 Jollyville Road. 512-345-7840.  
www.grace360.org 

24 Christmas Eve services with 
digital organ

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church offers 
several worship services on Christmas Eve, 
including a Christmas pageant featuring 
children of the church at the 4 p.m. service 
and an 11 p.m. chanted Mass. See 
the website for a full schedule. 4 p.m.-
midnight. Free. St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, 8134 Mesa Drive. 512-345-8314. 
www.stmattsaustin.org

24 Mazel Ball
The Jewish Community 

Association of Austin hosts the event 
for Jewish adults ages 21-45. The ball 
includes a disc jockey, arcade games, pool 
and drink specials. 9:30 p.m.-2 a.m. Free 
(entry). The Four Horsemen, 310 E. Sixth 
St. 512-735-8000. www.shalomaustin.org

29 Kwanzaa family program 
Educator and Africa native 

Elizabeth Kahura hosts the event at the 
city of Austin’s Carver Branch library. The 
event is for people of all ages and includes 
storytelling, music and art. 2 p.m. Free. 
Carver Branch library, 1161 Angelina St. 
512-974-1010. http://library.austintexas.gov 

31 Austin’s New Year 
The annual alcohol-free celebration 

showcases art, food trucks and live music. 
Musical acts include Grupo Fantasma, 
Golden Dawn Arkestra and Carolyn 
Wonderland, and the fireworks finale is 

CALENDAR

through 3 
Japanese anime convention
Ikkicon, Austin’s annual Japanese animation and pop culture event, 

features art and fashion shows, industry panelists, gaming and a cosplay 
performance art contest. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Sun.). Gaming and video rooms are open 24 hours a day. Free (age 6 and younger), 
$25 (ages 7-11), $30-$55 (adults). Renaissance Austin Hotel, 9721 Arboretum Blvd. 
info@ikkicon.com. www.ikkicon.com

Featured EVENT
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Compiled by Kara Nuzback

Sponsored by

Find more or submit  
Northwest Austin events at  
communityimpact.com/nwa-calendar. 
To have Northwest Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

expert John Silvia, Wells Fargo managing 
director and chief economist. 7 a.m. $95. 
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 
701 W. Riverside Drive. 512-474-5664.  
www.thelongcenter.org 

30 Austin Gorilla Run 
Participants wear gorilla 

costumes in the sixth annual race 
and 5K. Runners may keep their suits 
after the race. Proceeds benefit the 
Ruth Keesling Wildlife Health and 
Research Center in Kampala, Uganda. 
7 a.m. (registration), 9 a.m. (race start). 
$15–$40. Camp Mabry, 2200 W. 35th 
St. 720-524-0272.  
www.austingorillarun.com
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12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989

35

MoPac

Parmer Ln.

Metr
ic B

lvd
.

Renfert Wy.

ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGERY 

& 
TOTAL JOINT 

REPLACEMENT

Our philosophy is to exhaust non-surgical 
treatment options whenever possible, 

while providing specialized surgical treatment 
when necessary

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained in Joint Replacement

Board Certified in Orthopaedic Surgery

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 | www.capitalcityor tho.com | Info@capcityor tho.com

Offering comprehensive 
joint, bone, and muscle 
care including:
• Evaluation and treatment of  

joint pain in the hip, knee, and 
shoulder

• Surgical and nonsurgical 
fracture care

• Primary and complex revision 
joint replacement of  hip, knee 
and shoulder

• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Second opinions

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, Texas . 78759
512.343.7763 . www.ghbc.org

WESTLAKE DENTISTRY
BRETT L. MARTIN, DMD

4613  BEE CAVES ROAD |  SUITE 101
 AUSTIN,  TEXAS 78746  |  512 .270 .6195

DENTAL 
IMPLANT 
PACKAGE 

REPLACE MISSING TEETH

$3 , 495
INCLUDES: IMPLANT PLACEMENT, 
ABUTMENT, AND IMPLANT CROWN. 
IF NEEDED:
EXTRACTION/BONE GRAFT - $675.

COMPLIMENTARY 
IV SEDATION

ALSO OFFERING
THIRD MOLAR EXTRACTIONS 

AND CLEAR CORRECT

OFFER EXPIRES 
DECEMBER 31, 2015!
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By Joseph Basco

Leon and Tiffany Chen started warm-cookie delivery company Tiff’s Treats in 
1999 when they were sophomores at The University of Texas, baking cookies out 
of an oven in Leon’s apartment.

Since then the couple married, opened the first storefront, and expanded the 
company to 19 locations in the Austin, Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston and San 
Antonio areas. Each bakery has the capacity to make 40 dozen cookies every 15 
minutes, Leon said.

The company is considering local and out-of-state expansion.
“One day we hope to have this concept and this brand nationwide,” Leon said.
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Leon and Tiffany Chen
CEO and president of Tiff’s Treats

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

How did you start Tiff’s Treats?
Leon: We were sophomores, and 

the idea came about because my now 
lovely wife here stood me up on a 
date.

Tiffany: We are from Richardson. 
We were there for winter break our 
sophomore year, and yes, I stood him 
up on a date. … So I made a set of 
cookies and drove over to his dad’s 
house, and when I got there they were 
still warm. … I get back home, and 
he calls me and says, ‘Hey, when we 
get back to school we’re going to do 
this like a business. It’s going to be 
just like a pizza delivery [company], 
only with cookies.’ 

Leon, were you always 
entrepreneurial-minded?

Leon: My parents were, and so I 
thought that’s how everyone thought. 
And so I’d always be thinking of 
ideas, some terrible and some not so 
terrible. But really the impetus was, 
after my freshman year in college, I 
interned at a company in Dallas. … 
I was sitting there one day thinking, 
‘Oh man, I don’t know if I can do this 
when I graduate.’  

Do you have any advice for any 
future entrepreneurs who are 
busy at work or school?

Tiffany: Put your passion into the 
thing that you want to really be doing, 
and then you can spend your other 
hours doing the other thing. But it’s 
hard to split passions up one way or the 
other. We put all of our focus and all of 
our energy into Tiff’s Treats while we 
were still in college.  

How did you build the Tiff’s Treats 
brand?

Tiffany: I think we did realize early 
on that people had an emotional con-
nection to our company. I don’t know 
that’s something that we necessarily 
did, but it was just a family-based 
business; it was just Leon and I doing 
it with passion. But I also think our 
product lends to that; it’s a warm 
product. Ultimately, we just strive to do 
everything the best possible [way] that 
we can in terms of customer  
service and the product being  
consistent.

Do you plan on offering other 
products?

Tiffany: We are really laser-focused 

Tiff’s Treats CEO Leon Chen and president Tiffany Chen answer questions from Community 
Impact Newspaper founder John Garrett and staff about the warm-cookie delivery company.

on warm-cookie delivery, and we don’t 
feel like we’ve maxed out what we can 
do with warm-cookie delivery. So until 
we feel like we have, we don’t think that 
we have to be doing offshoots. So even 
if someone is really respected and has 
a great idea, [it] doesn’t mean it’s a bad 
idea. It’s just that they are not in the 
day-to-day with us.

How have traffic and rising rents 
impacted your business?

Leon: We have been pretty lucky 
in the fact that most of our leases, we 
signed them in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 
and we were able to lock down rents 
for 20 years near those rates. … Traffic, 
it is what it is. Luckily, we’re prepared 
in Austin. We’re also in Houston and 
Dallas, and traffic is terrible, especially 
in Houston. We just work around it. 
We just hire more drivers.

Are you going to go out of state?
Leon: We plan to go out of state. We 

don’t have anything set, but we hope to 
be making an announcement. We hope 

to have something out of state by the 
end of [2016], if not multiple locations. 
… The goal is we’re still going to con-
tinue [expanding in] Texas.

How did you come up with the 
recipes?

Tiffany: It was a recipe that I used 
to make for fun for my mom, so it was 
something she taught me. … Over the 
years it has been tweaked numerous 
times. … There are tweaks just for 
volume. [The recipe is] a little different 
now than it was when we started.

Leon: Tiff and I cannot make cook-
ies anymore, ironically, because we 
don’t know how to work the  
equipment.

Tiffany: I got retrained a couple of 
Valentine’s Days ago. At the facility 
that makes all the dough, they had a 
whole bunch of people who were off all 
at once, and it was right before Valen-
tine’s Day, so it was a crisis moment. 
All the corporate staff came in. I was 
like, ‘Will someone train me how to 
make these?’

14010 N Hwy 183 at Lakeline Mall Drive | Austin, TX 78717 | 512-992-1281
In the same center as Barnes and Noble and Texas Land and Cattle 

style-encoreNWAustin.com | facebook.StyleEncoreNWAustin

NEED SOME CASH 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 
Style Encore buys and 
sells current styles of 
women’s gently used 
clothing, handbags, 
shoes and accessories. 
We buy all seasons, all 
day, every day and pay 
CA$H on the spot!

Need to give a gift? A Style Encore 
gift card is always the perfect fi t! 

8100 W. Anderson Mill Rd.
Austin, Texas 78729

Discover Easy Living (855) 836-3177

Just minutes away 
from downtown 
Austin, and close 
to Apple’s new 
Headquarters. These 
refi ned one and two 
bedroom apartment 
homes feature 
sophisticated granite 
fi nishes, sleek stainless 
steel appliances and 
wood fl oors. Take out a 
new lease on the good 
life today!

N
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Austin Animal Center shelters about 
18,000 animals per year and aims to 
prevent pet homelessness through a 
variety of programs. Volunteers help 
care for shelter animals, assist with 
adoptions, and aid in prevention and 
awareness activities.

7201 Levander Loop, Austin 78702 
512-978-0533 
www.austinanimalcenter.org 

Austin Atheists Helping the 
Homeless is a group of secular 
volunteers who collect, sort and 
distribute basic living items to 
people who are homeless at monthly 
giveaways. ATXAHH is 100 percent 
volunteer-based. Many of its 
volunteers also knit or crochet items 
to be given away at the giveaways—
washcloths for the summer and hats 
and scarves for the winter.

www.atxahh.com 

Austin Child Guidance Center 
works to improve the mental health 
of children through treatment and 
emotional skills training. Volunteers 
play with and evaluate children 
waiting for appointments.

810 W. 45th St., Austin 78751 
512-451-2242 
www.austinchildguidance.org 

Austin Children’s Shelter provides 
residential and nonresidential 
services to children, youth and 
families. Volunteers help by engaging 
in recreational activities, tutoring and 
positive interaction, or by assisting in 
light office and facility projects.

4800 Manor Road, Austin 78723 
512-499-0090 • www.safeaustin.org 

Austin Humane Society is the city’s 
largest no-kill, nonprofit pet adoption 
center dedicated to saving Austin’s 
homeless cats and dogs, educating 
the community about responsible 
pet ownership and reducing pet 

AGE of Central Texas—Adult Day 
Care Center Austin serves older 
adults, adults with dementia and 
family caregivers throughout the 
Central Texas region through five 
programs. Volunteers assist with 
and lead engaging activities for 
participants. Volunteers must apply 
and be approved.

3710 Cedar St., Austin 78705 
512-451-4611 
www.ageofcentraltx.org 

Alzheimer’s Association—Capital 
of Texas Chapter seeks to eliminate 
Alzheimer’s disease by advancing 
research, and to enhance care and 
support for those with the disease, 
their families and caregivers. Volunteer 
opportunities vary.

3520 Executive Center Drive,  
Ste. 140, Austin 78731 
512-241-0420 
www.alz.org/texascapital 

The Arc of the Capital Area 
provides individualized services 
to people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Volunteer 
opportunities include helping clients 
at the Arc of Arts Studio and assisting 
at monthly socialization activities, 
such as movie night and bowling 
night, and volunteering at special 
events, among others.

4902 Grover Ave., Austin 78756 
512-476-7044 
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org 

Assistance League of Austin is an 
organization of volunteers dedicated 
to addressing specific needs 
through nine philanthropic programs, 
including toy carts at Dell Children’s 
Medical Center, services for the 
elderly and clothing for Austin-area 
students. Volunteers must attend two 
training sessions before participating.

4901 Burnet Road, Austin 78756 
512-458-3716 • www.alaustin.org 

overpopulation. Volunteers help with 
dog walking, the Cat Adoption Team, 
the foster care program and more.

124 W. Anderson Lane, Austin 78752 
512-646-7387 
www.austinhumanesociety.org 

Austin Parks Foundation connects 
people to resources and partners 
to develop and improve parks. 
Volunteers participate in activities, 
including erosion control, mulching, 
tree-planting, eradicating invasive 
species and trash pickup. The online 
calendar shows upcoming events.

507 Calles St., Ste. 116, Austin 78702 
512-477-1566 • www.austinparks.org 

Austin Partners In Education 
provides college- and career-
readiness activities for Austin 
Independent School District students. 
Volunteers provide tutoring and lead 
study groups.

8000 Centre Park Drive, Ste. 220, 
Austin 78754 
512-637-0900 
www.austinpartners.org 

Austin Pets Alive is a nonprofit 
animal rescue group committed 
to promoting and providing the 
resources, education and programs 
needed to eliminate the killing of 
homeless companion animals in 
Austin. The center is run almost 
entirely by volunteers.

1156 W. Cesar Chavez St., Austin 
78703 
www.austinpetsalive.org 
volunteer@austinpetsalive.org 

Austin Public Library Friends 
Foundation supports the Austin 
Public Library by increasing public 
awareness of the library and its 
importance to the community and 
by raising funds to enhance library 
collections, programs and facilities. 
Volunteer opportunities include 
assistance with the Badgerdog 
Creative Writing Program, special 
events and administrative duties.

P.O. Box 13201, Austin 78711 
512-542-0076 • www.austinlibrary.org 

The Austin Time Exchange 
Network is a person-to-person 
social service organization in which 
community members exchange 
help and expertise, using time as a 
complimentary currency. Orientations 
and potlucks are offered twice 
monthly in North and South Austin.

512-276-5220 
www.austintimeexchange.
wordpress.com 
austintimeexchange@gmail.com 

Bake A Wish is a local network 
of volunteers who bake cakes for 
Austin children and adults in need. 
Volunteers bake and deliver cakes. 
No formal experience is necessary, 
but cake bakers must be able to 
make buttercream frosting, use a 

pastry bag to pipe a simple border, 
write legibly on a cake and maintain 
requirements for food safety. Because 
the organization works with protective 
agencies, all volunteers must have 
a valid driver’s license and pass a 
background check.

P.O. Box 300491, Austin 78709 
www.bakeawishaustin.org 
director@bakeawishaustin.org 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central 
Texas pairs volunteers with children 
in need of mentoring and positive role 
models. Men and Spanish-speaking 
volunteers are especially needed.

1400 Tillery St., Austin 78721 
512-472-5437 
www.bigmentoring.org/volunteer 

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Austin 
Area offers programs and services 
to promote and enhance the 
development of boys and girls by 
instilling a sense of competence, 
usefulness, belonging and influence. 
Those interested in volunteering 
weekly to help with tutoring, 
homework help, activities such as 
arts, crafts and music classes can 
start applying in January.

Burnet Middle School, 
8401 Hathaway Drive, Austin 78757

Cook Elementary School, 1511 
Cripple Creek Drive, Austin 78758

Lanier High School, 1202 W. Payton 
Gin Road, Austin 78758

McBee Elementary School, 
1001 W. Braker Lane, Austin 78758 
512-444-7199 • www.bgcaustin.org 

Breast Cancer Resource Centers 
of Texas—Austin is a nonprofit 
organization created by breast cancer 
survivors. The center exists to serve 
women with breast cancer, their 
families and support systems, women 
who have questions about screening 
and biopsy, and others in the 
community who are concerned about 
breast cancer issues. Volunteers are 
primarily needed to transport patients 
to and from medical appointments, 
accompany chemotherapy patients 
undergoing treatment and assist 
clients with their daily chores and 
errands including lawn care.

900 E. 30th St., Ste. 108, Austin 
78705 
512-524-2560 • www.bcrc.org 

Brown Santa is a community 
service nonprofit organization of the 
Travis County Sheriff’s Office. Many 
sponsors and volunteers help each 
year to make the Brown Santa drive 
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successful. The goal is to provide 
assistance to families in need in 
the unincorporated areas of Travis 
County. Volunteers help sort and 
wrap gifts and food for holiday meals 
at the warehouse at 9101 Wall St., 
Austin 78728.

P.O. Box 207, Austin 78767 
512-247-2682 • www.brownsanta.org 

Central Texas Trail Tamers is a 
group of volunteers who donate labor 
to lessen the burdens of government 
for projects that enhance public use 
and protection of environmentally 
sensitive parks and preserves.

P.O. Box 90443, Austin 78709 
512-417-3881 
www.trailtamers.org 

Coming of Age Austin works 
with residents age 50 and older on 
quality-of-life initiatives through 
volunteering, education, advocacy 
and partnerships with other 
groups. Volunteers are typically 
Coming of Age members who join 
the organization through various 
programs to perform multiple types of 
civic-minded duties.

P.O. Box 1748, Austin 78767 
512-854-5875 
www.comingofageaustin.org 

The Council on Recovery, formerly 
Austin Recovery, aims to bring 
about the in-depth changes that are 
essential for overcoming addiction. 
Volunteers help with admissions, 
teach dance classes, give haircuts 
and manicures, perform clerical 
duties and life skills coaching, 
which can include topics such as 
job readiness. All volunteers must 
undergo a background check and/
or drug screening, and must sign a 
statement of confidentiality. 

3420 Executive Center Drive,  
Ste. G-100, Austin 78731 
512-697-8537 
www.councilonrecovery.org 

Drive a Senior—Northwest Austin, 
serving Northwest Austin, Cedar Park 
and Leander, assists older adults in 
maintaining their quality of life and 
independence. Volunteers provide 
transportation, home repairs and 
companionship for the elderly.

10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin 
78750 
512-250-5021 
www.driveasenior.org 

Easter Seals Central Texas has 
been providing services to children 
and adults with disabilities and their 
caregivers since 1937. Volunteers help 
with special events and fundraisers, 
clerical duties, camp and the gala 
committee as well as several other 
event committees.

8505 Cross Park Drive, Ste. 120, 
Austin 78754 
512-615-6800 
www.centraltx.easterseals.com 

The Foster Angels of Central Texas 
Foundation’s mission is to improve the 
lives of children in foster care, ensuring 
that each child has his or her basic 
needs met, and provide life-enriching 
and life-enhancing experiences 
whenever possible. The foundation 
serves 30 counties. Volunteers can 
participate in seasonal programs 
such as assembling gift boxes, school 
backpacks and Christmas gifts.

P.O. Box 152575, Austin 78715 
512-732-2329 
www.fosterangelsctx.org 

Foundation for the Homeless 
Inc. mobilizes the resources of 
the community of faith to alleviate 
homelessness in the spirit of 
compassion, hope and love. Volunteer 
opportunities include helping to 
prepare and serve a hot breakfast to 
the homeless and working poor on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and to assist 
with transporting clients to transitional 
shelters. 

P.O. Box 28006, Austin 78755 
512-453-6570 
www.foundationhomeless.org 

Girlstart volunteers encourage girls 
to pursue interests in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math through 
after-school programs, summer camps 
and community events.

1400 W. Anderson Lane, Austin 78757 
512-916-4775 • www.girlstart.org 

Hospice Austin has provided 
compassionate medical, emotional and 
spiritual care for terminally ill people 
and their loved ones in Central Texas 
for the past 35 years. Regardless of 
ability to pay, it offers extensive services, 
including expert pain and symptom 
management, an inpatient facility, and 
volunteer and bereavement services 
in Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and 
Williamson counties. Volunteers visit 
or read with patients, run errands, and 
provide a calm and compassionate 
presence for families.

4107 Spicewood Springs Road, 
Ste. 100, Austin 78759 
512-342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org 

It’s Time Texas is a social change 
nonprofit working to organize and 
accelerate the movement to make 
healthy living the norm. Volunteers 
help unite and mobilize individuals, 
institutions and organizations to build 
healthier communities.

911 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 202, Austin 
78757 
512-533-9555 • www.itstimetexas.org 

Junior Achievement of Central Texas, 
or JA, volunteers serve as role models 
while teaching K-12 students about 
entrepreneurship, financial literacy and 
career readiness using JA’s proven 
curriculum used by 10 million students 
annually throughout the world.

P.O. Box 684571, Austin 78768 
512-710-5437• www.jacentex.org 

March of Dimes—Austin is a 
nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to improve the health of babies by 
preventing birth defects, premature 
birth and infant mortality. It works 
to fund research to understand the 
causes of these issues, help mothers 
have full-term pregnancies and 
healthy babies, and support families 
by providing comfort when their baby 
needs help to survive and thrive. 
Volunteers for various positions are 
needed for the annual March For 
Babies event.

9430 Research Blvd., Bldg. 2, 
Ste. 250, Austin 78759 
512-477-3221 
www.marchforbabies.org 
kkormas@marchofdimes.org

(Continued on Page 23)

Phoenix Arising

Since it was founded in 2008, Phoenix 
Arising has focused on aviation as 
a way to get children interested in 
science, technology, engineering and 
math, or STEM, education.

Now in a new location, the nonprofit is 
adding new math and entrepreneurship 
programs to its aviation track, dubbing 
the three-track program STEMULUS.

The focus of the math track will be 
overcoming obstacles because so 
many children self-identify as being 
poor at math, said Zay Collier, who 
founded the nonprofit with his wife, 
Tasha. Students in the entrepreneurship 
track will learn to solve problems using 
only available resources, he said. The 
STEMULUS program will also include 
more engineering and coding projects, 
Collier said. 

Phoenix Arising is also narrowing its 
focus to children only; in the past, it 
served children and adults, Collier said.

The organization offers after-school 
and summer programs to teach children 
how to fly a plane through immersive 
experiences, including virtual programs 
and a full-motion flight simulator. Collier 
said when people realize they can fly a 
plane it opens up their minds to other 
possibilities.

“If you can fly, you can do anything,” 
he said.

By Kara Nuzback

Phoenix Arising campers work on science, 
technology, engineering and math projects.
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11782 Jollyville, Road, Ste. 201, Austin
512-588-2359
www.phoenixaviation.org
Twitter: @phoenixaviation

Phoenix Arising works to build ties 
with students in Title I schools, and 
programs are open to children of 
all socioeconomic backgrounds. 
The nonprofit offers summer camp 
scholarships to children whose parents 
cannot afford to pay for the program, 
Collier said.

Austin’s population is growing fast, 
but so is its economic divide, he said. 
Phoenix Arising aims to close the gap 
by preparing financially disadvantaged 
children to thrive in a technical society, 
Collier said.

Featured Nonprofit

Nonprofit narrows focus on 
youth and STEM education
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Miracle League at Town & Country 
is a league for special-needs children 
that allows them to play baseball on a 
specially constructed field. Volunteers 
work in concessions, help the children 
play and provide coaching.

13300 Morris Road, Austin 78729 
512-335-7434 
www.miracle.tandcsports.org 

P.A.W.S. of Austin aims to prevent 
cruelty to all animals by promoting 
humane standards through 
education and example, providing 
care and shelter for homeless 
animals, aiding in the reduction of 
domestic animal overpopulation, and 
aiding in the enforcement of laws, 
including the investigation of animal 
cruelty and abuse.

13315 Broadmeade Ave., Austin 
78729 
www.pawsofaustin.org 

RRISD Partners in Education 
Foundation generates and 
distributes resources to Round Rock 
ISD. Volunteers distribute school 
supplies, mentor students, and serve 
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#GreaseBlob

Don’t pour cooking oil or grease down the drain!
The Grease Blob clogs pipes and wreaks havoc.

Austintexas.gov/GreaseBlob
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on scholarship and grant committees.

595 Round Rock West Drive,  
Ste. 404, Round Rock 78681 
512-464-5600 
www.rrisdeducationfoundation.org 

SafePlace’s mission is to lead 
efforts in ending sexual assault and 
exploitation and domestic violence 
through prevention, intervention and 
advocacy for change. Volunteers work 
directly with families and individuals 
as well as provide assistance 
through indirect service in clerical or 
administrative roles. They accompany 
survivors to court, answer hotline 
calls, plan children’s birthday parties, 
deliver toys to SafePlace for clients for 
the Holiday Giving Program and more.

P.O. Box 19454, Austin 78760 
512-267-7233 
www.safeaustin.org/spvolunteer 

The Salvation Army volunteers 
assist in many ways—with holiday 
events, acting as bell ringers, serving 
meals at shelters and distributing gifts 
at the Christmas warehouse as part 
of the Angel Tree program. Volunteers 
are also needed to assist with the 
annual luncheon in April, the annual 
golf tournament in the fall and other 
fundraising activities.

501 E. Eighth St., Austin 78701 

512-634-5921 
www.salvationarmyaustin.org 

Special Olympics Texas provides 
year-round sports training and 
competition opportunities for 
children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. Volunteers do not need 
any special skills and can choose to 
help at competitions or fundraisers, 
become a coach, be a Fan in 
the Stands or help in the office. 
Volunteers are also encouraged to 
come the day of an event to provide 
assistance.

1804 Rutherford Lane, Austin 
78754 
512-835-9873 
www.sotx.org 

Texas Advocacy Project provides 
free legal services to victims of 
domestic and dating violence 
and sexual assault and stalking 
throughout Texas. Volunteers help 
with administrative tasks as well as 

assist with Handbags and Backpacks 
for Hope, adopt-a-family campaigns 
and the annual Black & White Ball.

P.O. Box 833, Austin 78767 
512-476-5377 
www.texasadvocacyproject.org 

Texas Juvenile Justice Department 
has volunteer opportunities to work 
with adjudicated youth in Austin. 
Volunteers are needed for mentoring 
youth on parole and for administrative 
internships in the central office.

P.O. Box 12757, Austin 78711 
512-490-7090 
www.tjjd.texas.gov 

United Way for Greater Austin 
works with communities of volunteers 
that include individuals, businesses 
and other nonprofit groups. The 
agency coordinates nearly 10,000 
volunteers annually to serve the 
needs of residents in Travis County 
and 10 surrounding counties. 
Volunteers may choose from 
hundreds of opportunities that include 
working with students, nursing home 
residents, environmental groups and 
the homeless, supporting already-
planned corporate or municipal 
events.

512-382-8611 
www.uwatx.org/volunteer 

YMCA of Austin puts Christian 
principles into practice through 
programs that build a healthy spirit, 
mind and body. YMCA’s purpose 
is to enhance the lives of people 
in the community by providing 
programs, activities and facilities that 
develop and maintain opportunities. 
Volunteers help with special events, 
coaching, maintenance, mentoring, 
policy and more.

North Austin Branch, 
1000 W. Rundberg Lane, Austin 
78758 
512-973-9622

Northwest Family Branch, 
5807 McNeil Drive, Austin 78729 
512-335-9622 
www.austinymca.org

(Continued from Page 21)

This guide is not a 
comprehensive list of 
all area organizations 
that need volunteers. 
If your organization 
is not included, 
email us at listings@
communityimpact.com, 
and we will add it to 
our online list. For 
more Northwest Austin 
volunteer opportunities, 
visit communityimpact.
com/guides.
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Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Animal Control

10% 
OFF

UP TO $150 OFF. 
LIMITED TIME OFFER.

YOUR HOME 
FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS, NOT 
THEIRS!

 NOT 

From your early years to your golden years and everywhere in 
between, Dermatology Associates is dedicated to helping you 
maintain healthy skin for a lifetime.

 centraltexasderm.com
 7200 Wyoming Springs, Suite 300

 Round Rock, TX 78681
 512-910-8800

Immediate Appointments Available  512-910-8800

Russell Peckham, D.O., FAAD 
Specializing in general dermatology,  

cancer of the skin and  
complex medical dermatology
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ON FB! 

Find the perfect gift for your Chef!

Blenders
Chafers
Fryers

SAVINGS 
AWAIT!

Griddles
Glassware
Smallwares

Refrigerators  
& Freezers

Kitchen Supplies

Gold’s Gym Plaza

encouraging different types of housing 
in a variety of price ranges in urban, 
suburban and rural areas. 

“This development code is not about 
development necessarily. It’s about 
people, and it’s about human lives and 
how they experience Austin,” Lewis 
said. “We’re a very segregated city, and 
we have the ability to make decisions 
in coding and development types to 
resolve those issues. We’ve designed 
our way into this mess, and we can 
design our way out of it.” 

McNeil Drive and US 183
The corridor at US 183 and McNeil 

Drive is one of seven CodeNEXT focus 
areas that represent other similar areas 
throughout the city, including neigh-
borhood centers, shopping centers and 
major corridors. On Nov. 10, about 20 
residents walked the corridor with city 
staffers and code consultants to pro-
vide input and ideas for code revisions. 

Several residents said traffic flow in 
the area was a problem. Others said 
they wanted the area to be more walk-
able and suggested adding more side-
walks, public transportation options, 
bike lanes and a pedestrian-friendly 
town center.

“Connectivity is a big thing that’s part 
of the code,” Austin Transportation 
Department engineer Scott Gross said. 

Gross said the city was attempting to 
impose a grid pattern in the new code 
so residents could more easily navigate 

streets and sidewalks. He also said 
the new code would not apply to 
existing structures and develop-
ments, only new structures and 
redevelopments. 

Between Nov. 16 and 21, the US 
183 and McNeil corridor was used 
as a test site in a city-sponsored 

event called CodeNEXT Sound Check. 
Megan Reineccius, designer for Opti-
cos Design Inc., the lead consultant 
for CodeNEXT, drew a concept map 
of the area with additional sidewalks, 
neighborhood blocks and connec-
tor roads to make the corridor more 
pedestrian-friendly. 

The concept drawing also included 
more green space than what currently 
exists to mitigate stormwater runoff—
an addition Reineccius said residents 
of the corridor requested.

Affordability
By regulating details such as the 

number of parking spots per residen-
tial unit, the existing code encourages 
developers to build larger and fewer 
dwellings that are ultimately more 
expensive, said Opticos Principal Dan 
Parolek.

One of the intents of a form-based 
code is to encourage developers to 
exchange one or two larger residential 
units for three or four smaller units on 
the same lot, he said. 

Most of the neighborhood and 
urban zones in the new code would 
also accommodate accessory dwelling 
units—secondary apartments on resi-
dential properties, he added. 

Some residents and city officials see 
smaller and more numerous dwellings 
as a way to address affordability in the 
city. The Austin City Council com-
mittee on Housing and Community 
Development passed a resolution Nov. 
18, sponsored by District 4 Council 
Member Greg Casar, to include as 

many affordable housing options as 
possible in the code update.

Other residents disagree with 
the trend away from single-family  
housing.

Sharon Blythe, who attended a 
Sound Check Q&A session, lives in the 
Mountain Neighborhood Association 
area, near Spicewood Springs.

Blythe said she does not want to see 
zoning changes that allow housing 
types such as fourplexes to be con-
structed on lots zoned for single-fam-
ily residences.

“I like where I live,” Blythe said. “I 
am horrified that they’re talking about 
doing fourplexes and threeplexes on 
single-family lots. Where I live we 
don’t have a problem. They’re trying 
to make a problem for us by all this 
planning.”

Hybrid code
For the car-oriented, suburban areas 

of Austin farther from the city center, 
the existing code—which regulates 
land based on its use—will not change 
much, Parolek said.

But for walkable, urban areas, the 
city plans to embrace form-based 
zoning, a method that considers how 
buildings relate to streetscapes and the 
physical form and scale of the build-
ings, rather than their uses, Parolek 
said at a Nov. 17 Sound Check event.

“Different neighborhoods require 
different solutions and different rules,” 
he said. “Use is still regulated. ... It’s 
just not the foundation for the code.”

A form-based code categorizes differ-
ent parts of a city—such as being unde-
veloped, rural, suburban or urban—and 
allows different types of commercial 
space and housing based on the charac-
ter of each area, Parolek said. 

The combination of conventional 
and form-based zoning will create a 
hybrid code for the city, he said.

Austin city staffers and Opticos Design 
Inc. consultants are in the process of 
drafting a new land development code. 
A final draft is expected to be ready for 
City Council approval by January 2017.
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JAN. 2017

City staff will 
propose a new 
code to Austin City 
Council.

BET WEEN 
AUG. AND 
NOV. 2016, 

the entire draft code 
will be published for 
public review.

OCT. 2015 -
JULY 2016

The CodeNEXT team 
holds Community 
Walks with 
residents.

SEPT. 2015 -
JAN. 2017

By request, the 
CodeNEXT team will 
speak with small 
groups of residents 
and stakeholders for 
an informal update 
on the code. 

AUG. 2015 -
AUG. 2016

City staffers and 
consultants draft the 
technical code.

A
U

G
.

A
U

G
.

T IMELINE

  Writing code (ongoing)

  Community Walks     
    (ongoing)

  Road Show (ongoing)

  Code Advisory  
     Group Meetings

  CodeUPDATE

  Coffee & CodeNEXT

24

Code
Continued from | 1

Source: city of Austin/Community Impact Newspaper Design by Angie Calderon
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Jan. 9, 2016
9 a.m.–Noon 

Palmer Events Center, 
900 Barton Springs RoadAISD HIGH SCHOOL  

SHOWCASE
Join us to learn more about the special programming 

available at Austin ISD high schools

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

the post-war era.”
The Street Network Plan will replace 

the Austin Metropolitan Area Trans-
portation Plan, which is auto-centric, 
Gross said. 

“It’s ignorant of context,” he said.
The Street Network Plan will zone 

streets according to how heavily 
trucks, cars, pedestrians and bicyclists 
use the street, he said. 

“We ensure our streets perform for 
us, rather than just for cars,” Gross said.

With CodeNEXT, the city wants to 
make commuting easier, public trans-
portation more appealing, biking an 
option for all ages and abilities, and 
walking safe and accessible, said Kath-
erine Gregor, consultant for Austin’s 
Complete Streets Program. 

Transportation planning should go 
hand in hand with urban planning so 
the city can create more space in the 
public realm, Gregor said.

Additional reporting by  
Jennifer Curington and Kelli Weldon

Use categories in the form-based 
zones would be more general than 
in the existing code, which is specific 
in its categorization of zoning uses, 
Parolek said. For example, he said, the 
existing code has two separate classifi-
cations for Turkish baths.

The new code will also establish 
some predictability for residents and 
developers in terms of what can be 
developed, Parolek said. 

“It’s kind of a win-win on both 
sides,” he said.

Thoroughfare network
The new code will take into consid-

eration more than buildings, Parolek 
said. The function of streets surround-
ing the buildings, including sidewalks, 
on-street parking and bike lanes, will 
be included in a new Street Network 
Plan being developed in conjunction 
with CodeNEXT.

At a Nov. 19 Sound Check event, 
Gross said the existing code allows 
breakages in sidewalks and bicyclists 
on roads designed for only cars.

“We can do better than this,” he 
said. “It’s all about context. … That’s 
something that’s been absent from 
transportation planning going back to 

Find related stories at communityimpact.com. 
Keyword Search

CodeNEXT, code rewrite

WHAT RESIDENTS WANT
In November, Northwest Austin residents walked the corridor at US 183 and McNeil Drive with city 
staffers and land development code revisors to provide input on future development.

Source: city of Austin/Community Impact Newspaper
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ROUND ROCK
661 Louis Henna Blvd.
Suite 450
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.969.6625

GRAND OPENING, ALL PRESALE DISCOUNTS END APRIL 9TH

5

10721 RESEARCH BLVD 
AUSTIN TX, 78759

512-900-3223
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ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN.

         Reggio Emilia
      Organic Foods
      Yoga    Music
      Languages
Pre-K through Grade 6. 
Part-time & Full-time Enrollment.
Community offerings: Culinary Arts, 
Yoga, Movement, Art/Tinkering.
Cultural Classes: Music/Languages.
Lots of OUTDOOR PLAY.

NOURISHING THE WHOLE CHILD.

12251 Running Bird Lane, Austin, TX 78758 | www.wholesomegeneration.org | 254.338.1333

Wholesome Generation

N Austin’s only food focused, holistic school



according to data compiled by the city’s 
Sustainable Food Policy Board. The 
SFPB produced a white paper in Octo-
ber for the team handling the city’s 
land development code rewrite process, 
CodeNEXT, outlining a series of changes 
that would need to occur to boost local 
food production.

“Everyone’s fighting over land use 
for houses versus condos, residential 
versus farms, but we’re not really think-
ing that our [city’s population] is now 
pushing seven figures, [and] we do not 
have enough food-sourcing opportu-
nities to feed this community,” SFPB 
member Sharon Mays said.

Increasing local food production
As more people continue moving to 

Austin, Mays—who also owns Baby 
Greens, a drive-thru salad restaurant 
reopening in early 2016—said she won-
ders why more focus is not on building 
grocery stores and encouraging local 
food production.

Mays said boosting local food produc-
tion will require several options, such as 
community gardens, rooftop gardens, 
urban farms, and vertical farming in 
industrial or warehouse space.

“I think that vertical farming should 
be a part of the conversation,” she said. 
“It also fits into the spirit of what Austin 
wants to be, which is innovative.”

In vertical farming, hydroponics 
and aquaponics—a similar process to 
hydroponics that uses waste from fish 
to provide nutrients to plants—could 
be used to grow more produce, Mays 
said. The industrial parks near Burnet 
Road in North Austin could be one of 
those areas, she added.

Rickstrew said hydroponics could 
work anywhere, but in Austin the cost of 
real estate is high. Benefits of hydropon-
ics include more control over the growing 
environment and less water use. Instead 
of pesticides, Leaf Safari uses ladybugs 
and spiders to get rid of harmful bugs.

“It does take a bit of a green thumb, 
but you could teach a lot of people to 
do [hydroponics],” he said.

Benefits of locally grown foods
Dallas-based distributor Hardie’s 

Fresh Foods defines locally grown as 
anything grown within the state of Texas, 
said Charles McCowan, the company’s 
retail produce merchandiser. The indus-
try does not have a single definition, 
however, so locally grown could mean 
produced within 50 or 100 miles, he said.

McCowan spends his days traveling to 
farms throughout the state. It takes only 
one or two days for produce to travel 
from a farm to one of the company’s 
four distribution sites, including one in 
North Austin.

“It’s that personal touch,” he said. “You 
can get to know the grower, and we see 
their farm. They’re not just telling you 
[about the farm]—you see it.”

Sourcing locally was easier for Ker-
bey Lane Cafe in the 1980s and ’90s 
when the practice was not as com-
mon and the restaurant had fewer 
locations, CEO Mason Ayers said. Today 
the company uses more than 20 local sup-
pliers for foods such as produce, meats, 
cheeses, coffee and even peanut butter.

“Sourcing from as many local suppli-
ers as possible is one of our goals,” he 
said. “We would love to get everything 
from Texas, but at the end of the day you 
balance competing values and interest.”

Buying locally means paying more for 
quality and food safety, but it also main-
tains the “Keep Austin Weird” motto 
that encourages buying local, Ayers said.

“Ultimately our view is by taking 
the money we earn and putting back 
into the community—Texas farms and 
ranches—we’re able to make for a better 
community around us and ultimately 
that will benefit us,” he said.

Community gardens take root
Even in mid-November the Adelphi 

Acre Community Garden in Northwest 
Austin is bursting with fresh produce, 
from dino kale and Swiss chard to sweet 
potatoes and eggplant.

The year-round community garden 
opened in April on Adelphi Lane and is 
one of only three community gardens 
in Northwest Austin. Residents can rent 
one of 78 plots, making it an affordable 
option to grow one’s own food, garden 
chairwoman Sabrina Joplin said. Volun-
teers maintain the garden and harvest 
produce from the donation plot for the 
food bank at Covenant United Methodist 
Church on Duval Road.

“Community gardens are a way to 
open access to fresh and healthy foods 
for low-income residents,” Joplin said.

Adelphi Acre has three educational 
garden plots and a composting section. A 
teaching plot helps children learn about 
growing and eating their own food.

“There’s something about growing a 
cherry tomato and eating it straight out 
of the garden,” Joplin said.

All the produce grown at the Grow 
Together community garden at Gateway 
Community Church on McNeil Drive 
goes to the church’s food pantry. That 
aspect is why Kurt Compeau said he has 
volunteered in the garden for 2 1/2 years.

“I have never been in a position to 
know what homelessness or unemploy-
ment feels like,” he said. “… I’m a softie 
for kids, so if there are kids out there who 
are not getting food, that’s a problem.”

Volunteer Dave Perkins has been an 
organic gardener for more than 40 years 
and said growing food locally provides 
more control over variety of produce and 
gardening methods.

“There’s a disconnect between people 
and where their food comes from,” he 
said. “… We’re a society used to fast food.”

Opening access to healthy foods and 
maintaining a connection to food are 
other reasons Mays said she is advocat-
ing for more locally grown foods. She 
also volunteers with the North Austin 
Community Garden at the North Austin 
YMCA. That garden will be expanding 
to double its capacity by spring.

Mays said the garden provides fresh 
foods to an underserved community, and 
there is also talk of looking into opening 
a farmers market on the YMCA site.

“Historically in Austin farmers mar-
kets have been in higher-end neigh-
borhoods,” she said. “I’m very much a 
believer that healthy food is for everyone. 
This division of haves and have-nots and 
access to healthy foods has got to stop.”

What type of locally sourced food options would you 
most like to see in Northwest Austin?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/nwa-poll.

Grow
Continued from | 1

The city’s Sustainable Food Policy Board created a list of recommendations for the city’s land development code rewrite process. SFPB member Sharon Mays 
said it will take a variety of methods, such as those shown below, to boost local food production, including vertical farming methods hydroponics and aquaponics.

      
     

                                                                

B A C K Y A R D
G A R D E N

FA R M E R S
M A R K E T

C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N

V E R T I C A L 
F A R M I N G

R O O F T O P  G A R D E N S

U R B A N  F A R M S
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AQUAPONICS

1  Seeds are planted in 
grow trays without soil or 
with a soil replacement.
2  Nutrients are pumped 

into an underground 
water tank.

3  Water is pumped into 
the grow trays to provide 
nutrients to the plants’ 
root system.
4  Water is then recycled 

through the filtration 
system for reuse.

1  Fish are grown in a 
tank and produce waste.
2  Waste goes into 

a filtration system in 
which bacteria convert 
waste into nutrients for 
the plants.
3  The nutrients and 

water are pumped to  
              

the roots of the plants in 
the grow tray.
4  The plant roots help 

filter the water.
5  Water is recirculated 

into the fish tank.

VS. 

1

2

34

5

1

2

3 4

 F A R M  F R E S H      Travis County loses 9 . 3  A C R E S  of farmland each day.

    In 1 1  Y E A R S  the county has lost 2 5 %  of its farmland.

2 3  F A R M S  in Austin,  
1 , 1 3 2  F A R M S  in Travis County

L E S S  T H A N  1 %  
of food 
consumed in 
Travis County 
is produced in 
the county.5 2  C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N S  in Austin

HYDROPONICS

Source: Sustainable Food Policy Board/Community Impact Newspaper
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ALL AT THE NORTHWEST  Y!
$0

THRU JANUARY!
eNRollmeNT fee

Join a community dedicated to building healthy, confident, 
connected and secure children, adults and families.                    

Fitness, Child Care, Aquatics, Sports, Camp & so much more.                                            
Join us at the Northwest Family YMCA. AustinYMCA.org                            

Community Impact NW 12.11.15.indd   1 12/11/2015   3:24:42 PM

ADC NORTH
12221 N. MoPac
512-901-1111

Allergies can be brutal this time of 
the year.  Need relief?  �e Austin 
Diagnostic Clinic Allergy 
department can help. O�ering 
allergy shots and allergy drop 
therapy.  Dr. Scott Oberho�, 
Dr. John Villacis and Kristine Flury, 
FNP-C. welcome new patients and 
accept most insurances.      

CEDAR FEVER, ASTHMA, & ALLERGY
RELIEF CLOSE TO HOME

ADC North

Offices located in North Austin, Steiner Ranch and Circle C. Our doctors and providers 
see adults and children. Ask about our Cedar Saturday appointments in January.

Kristine Flury, FNP-C, ADC North and Circle C
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Market Data
On the market  (November 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less — — — 2/77 15/63 2/20

$150,000-$199,999 — 1/31 — 1/12 2/10 1/175

$200,000-$299,999 1/142 14/33 16/46 11/39 6/27 3/65

$300,000-$399,999 11/70 10/45 11/39 5/94 5/52 17/45

$400,000-$499,999 16/125 4/71 — 5/42 — 9/77

$500,000-$599,999 7/175 2/114 — 9/44 2/199 6/117

$600,000-$799,999 2/16 1/33 — 8/89 — 13/95

$800,000-$999,999 — — — — — 3/257

$1 million + 1/120 — — — — 2/340

REAL ESTATE

Price 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

–

Median price of homes sold  Nov. 2014 vs.   Nov. 2015

+3.9%

-1.9%

0%

+38%

+44%

+14%

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 9934 Barbrook 5br/3ba $445,000 2,938 Kimberly Wilson Private Label Realty 512-461-2121

78726 Grandview Hills 12525 Verandah Court 3br/4ba $774,900 3,515 MaryAnn Valentino Realty Austin 512-658-7632

78727 Angus Valley 12119 Black Angus Drive 3br/2ba $429,000 1,978 Kimberly Wilson Private Label Realty 512-461-2121

78727 Cottages on Duval Condo 4902 Duval Road, Unit D1 2br/1ba $165,000 916 Larry Lewis Keller Williams Realty 512-659-3306

78727 Cottages on Duval Condo 4902 Duval Road, Unit I2 2br/2ba $179,000 916 Tomas Corzo Keller Williams Realty 512-567-4509

78727 Mesa Park 4801 Duval Road 4br/2ba $249,900 1,598 Laurie Flood Keller Williams Realty 512-576-1504

78727 Milwood 12402 Bedrock Trail 3br/2ba $250,000 1,665 Joanie Capalupo Moreland Properties 512-470-7467

78727 Milwood 4806 Hawkhaven Lane 3br/2ba $249,999 1,380 Guy Koret Realty Austin 512-669-8017

78727 Milwood 4806 Transit Circle 3br/2ba $309,000 1,625 Lisa Hassel Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-680-5490

78727 Northwood 3804 Woodchester Lane 3br/2ba $285,000 1,540 Carol Weed Keller Williams Realty 512-995-1611

78727 Northwood 4408 Tamarack Trail 3br/2ba $330,000 1,562 Aimee Level Joseph Realty Group LLC 512-576-0654

78727 Scofield Farms 2301 Equestrian Trail 3br/2ba $249,900 1,776 Natasha Baker Keller Williams Realty 512-786-1799

78727 Scofield Farms 12822 Staton Drive 3br/2ba $169,000 1,144 Ginna Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-569-9118

78727 Scofield Farms 13509 Lamplight Village Ave. 3br/3ba $255,000 2,081 Lisa Kosub Young Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8232

78727 Scofield Farms 1708 Lynnville Trail 3br/3ba $281,999 2,319 Silvia Vandenberg Realty Austin 512-554-6071

78727 Scofield Farms 12804 Withers Way 3br/2ba $269,000 1,923 Gay Puckett JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-917-1542

78727 Scofield Ridge Condo 1900 Scofield Ridge Parkway, Unit 5002 2br/3ba $200,000 1,558 Joshua Bushner Private Label Realty 512-771-3367

78729 Forest North Estates 13006 Cedarhurst Circle 3br/2ba $259,000 1,570 Jacquelyn Noack Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-633-3534

78729 Hunters Chase 8511 Cahill Drive 3br/2ba $248,900 1,568 Chris Rios Keller Williams Realty 512-775-5476

78729 Milwood 8108 Osborne Drive 3br/3ba $299,000 2,170 Rebecca Levy Carol Dochen, Realtors 512-810-0795

78729 Springwoods Place 12509 Shrike Lane 3br/3ba $314,867 1,635 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78750 Spicewood Estates 10541 Grand Oak Circle 4br/3ba $539,000 2,946 Ed Lundry Keller Williams Realty 512-401-6300

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 10801 Spicewood Parkway 4br/4ba $575,000 3,333 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 10504 Wendts Way 3br/2ba $228,000 1,548 Monika Suhnholz Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-431-8046

78750 Villas of Anderson Mill Condos 1015 Solano Drive 2br/3ba $176,500 1,125 Aaron Hickman Keller Williams Realty 970-372-9874

78758 North Star 2106 Blalock Drive 3br/2ba $194,000 1,084 Jeff Sehon Realty Austin 512-695-2919

78758 North Star 12316 Limerick Ave. 3br/2ba $194,000 1,081 Keri Chmelik Realty Austin 512-633-9680

78758 Quail Creek 1601 Mearns Meadow Blvd. 4br/2ba $217,500 1,490 Carlos Flores RE/MAX Round Rock 512-289-5312

78758 Quail Hollow 11906 Rosethorn Drive 3br/3ba $270,000 1,622 Wendy Papasan Keller Williams Realty 512-297-9431

78759 Arbors 8210 Bent Tree Road, Unit 255 1br/1ba $130,000 638 Leigh Hilliard Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-922-3965

78759 Bull Creek Bluff Estates 5716 Penny Creek Drive 3br/2ba $465,000 2,029 Marisa Hopper Engel & Volkers Austin 512-917-0336

78759 Great Hills 8513 Adirondack Trail 4br/4ba $699,000 3,157 David Saunders Atlas Realty 512-633-2564

78759 Great Hills 10116 Swan Valley Lane 4br/4ba $735,000 3,847 Sheri Brummett Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-970-8809

78759 Great Hills 7221 Ellaview Lane 4br/4ba $675,000 3,079 Diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-750-2950

78759 Mesa Park 4302 Steve Scarbrough Drive 3br/2ba $349,900 1,432 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty 512-785-0496

78759 Northwest Estates 4203 Greenridge Place 4br/3ba $499,000 2,374 Carol Dochen Carol Dochen, Realtors 512-422-4787

78759 Northwest Hills Ranch 10401 Double Spur Loop 4br/3ba $450,000 2,402 Karen Miller Miller & Associates Realty LLC 512-635-5077

78759 Oak Forest 7105 Vallecito Drive 4br/2ba $400,000 1,949 Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-917-5712

78759 Taylor Draper 11300 Taylor Draper Lane 4br/3ba $849,900 3,580 Berry Cox Keller Williams Realty 512-784-3037

78759 Westover Hills 8302 Silver Ridge Drive 4br/2ba $459,950 2,032 Robert Mello Keller Williams Realty 512-789-3332

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 11/19/15 and 12/7/15 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community 
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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THREE LOCATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM
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A minimum charge may apply for installed prices, 
see store for details. Does not include floor prep.

THE MOST RECOMMENDED 
FLOORING STORE

WHERE FRIENDS SEND FRIENDS

WWW.AUSTINFLOORSTORE.COM

IN STOCK CARPET

IN STOCK CARPET

$425

NEXT DAY  
INSTALLATION 
AVAILABLE

IN STOCK CARPET

IN STOCK CARPET

PER SQ. FT.

FROM THE MOST LUXURIOUS CARPET YOUEVER FELT FOR YOUR HOME TO THE MOSTDURABLE BOADLOOM & CARPET TILES FORCOMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS
FOR RENTALS OR YOURINVESTMENT PROPERTIESFROM

79¢

CERAMIC TILE

PER SQ. FT.
& UP

99¢
VINYL 

VINYL PLANK
WOOD

PER SQ. FT. INSTALLED!$125 STARTING  
AT $199

WOOD
THE MOST DISTINGUISED

PER SQ. FT.

INSTALLED!FROM

FROM 9” SMOKED EUROPEAN WHITE OAK AND

EXOTIC WOODS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

TO ECONOMICAL ENGINEERED WOOD PLANKS

$499

12 MONTH FINANCING
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

HARDWOOD  |  CERAMIC TILE  |  CARPET  |  LAMINATE

NOW A KARASTAN 
DEALER!

WE WILL BRING THE SHOWROOM TO YOU!

Blended Independent  
& AssIsted lIvIng 

HAppy HolIdAys! 

1130 Camino La Costa
Austin, TX 78752 

512.454.0524 

www.parsonshouseaustin.com

id: 000785

pArsons House
Austin

We Celebrate Life!
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NEXT TO NIK’S 
KITCHEN & BAR

7900 N RM 620, STE 105

512-336-2000

You’ll find a gift for everyone here

Concorida 
University Dr.

$10 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE OF  

$30 OR MORE  
When you present this coupon.

Royal Monkey is the only authorized dealer for 
Uno de 50 in Austin.   

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
FOR YOUR LOVED ONE

HALF OFF
any Entrée, Burger

 or Sandwich
With purchase of second of equal 
value. One discount per coupon. 

Dine in only. Expires 1/28/16

Locally owned & family operated

AUSTIN ORIGINAL   |   EST. 2012

NEXT TO HOME DEPOT ON 620

Love it or it is Free

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  11AM BRUNCH SAT. & SUN.

Jalapeno Lime 
Chicken Parmesan 

Hablamos Espanol

SmileWorksBraces.com                             Facebook.com/smileworksorthodonticsaustin

Affordable payment options

Come meet 
Dr. Julio De La Fuente

AUSTIN
8754 Research Blvd 
Suite A
Austin, TX 78758
512-582-2060

• $189/MO.
• 0% Interest
• No Credit Checks
• Most Insurances Accepted
• Free Exam with X-Rays

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

YOUR AUSTIN ORTHODONTISTYOUR AUSTIN ORTHODONTIST

• Ages 6 weeks - 12 years
• Daily Art & Activities
• Snacks & Meals
• Birthday Parties!
• Beautiful Outdoor Playscape
• Hourly, Block and  

Membership Pricing

13343 N. Hwy 183, Suite 200 (Anderson Mill & Hwy 183 by Main Event)
512-872-2755 • www.AshleysPlayhouseAustin.com

Mon-Thurs 7am-10pm • Fri 7am-Midnight 
Sat 8am-Midnight • Sun Closed for Private PartiesOpen Late!

Ask Us About After 
School Pick-Up!

$10 OFF 

Registration
With this ad  

code: CommImp2015

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

exp. 1/15/2016
your next cut

$5OFF

ONLY GOOD AT 13219 N HWY 183, 78750 • (512) 879-4700
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Gateway Shopping Center | 9607 Research Blvd. Suite 675 | (512) 355-7711 | www.platesonplatesfitness.com
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12233 Ranch Road 620 N. Suite 114
Austin,TX 78750

512.433.6860 · www.michellespatisserie.com
Hours: Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-noon

ONE WEEK ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED FOR CAKES
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

$5.00 OFF
ANY ORDER OF $30 OR MORE. 

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER ORDER.

BUY 5 COOKIES

GET ONE FREE
LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PERSON.

Custom cakes with 
amazing fl avors and 
fabulous designs!

Online Ordering 
Now Available!

EXPIRES 12/23/15

Austin
12530 Research Blvd.

512-250-9550

Round Rock
1830 North Mays St. 

512-255-8755

BicyclesBuck’s

Keeping Santa Wheeled!

Good only at time of purchase.

$20 
OFF

BUCK’S BIKES Superstores

IN BUCK’S WE TRUST

www.BucksBikes.com

Present this coupon for a 
$20 discount toward any 

new bike purchase.
 One coupon per bike. 

Not redeemable for cash. 
Expires:

January 31, 2016

Good Toward Any New Bike Purchase

Austin
Anna Plaza Shopping Center
13201 Ranch Rd. 620 N., Ste. V 
Austin, TX 78717
512-506-8223

Subject to Customer and device payment agreements and credit approval. Offers & coverage, varying by svc., not 
available everywhere. Activation fees apply. See vzw.com. Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $40. IMPORTANT 
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee. 
Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. While supplies last. Restocking fee may 
apply. Limited time offer. Not to be combined with other offers. Some exclusions may apply. See store for details. Limited 
time offer. Void if copied or transferred. Void where prohibited. Offers valid at Austin Hills Wireless Communications 
only. Cash redemption value 1/100th of 1¢. Any use of this coupon other than as provided constitutes fraud. © 2015 
Verizon Wireless. WCM001

Stop by and join 
the largest, most 
reliable 4G LTE 
network. 
Better matters.

Get the device you want, when you want it 
for no money down for qualified customers. 

25% off any accessory 
for new customers.

Wireless Communications

Premium Wireless Retailer

25% off any accessory 
for new customers.

Lake C
reek P

kw
y.

Pecan Park Blvd.

183

45
TOLL

Now Open!

13343 HIGHWAY 183 NORTH. SUITE 250
WWW.AUSTINGOURMETPOPCORN.COM

512 351-9059

OVER 70 FLAVORS OF POPCORN
VINTAGE SODAS

250 VARIETIES OF CANDY

12/17/15

FREE MINI POPCORN
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

STOP BY AND PICK UP A FREE MINI BAG OF  
PLAIN, KETTLE OR CHEESE POPCORN

FREE MINI POPCORNFREE MINI POPCORN

EXPIRES 1/27/16
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* Open mat/open gym offered 
 with each membership

Two week 
trial for

$59
Martial Arts & Fitness memberships

FREE!
Try us out for

» Strength Training
» Metabolic Conditioning
» Trigger Point
» Obstacle Course Race Training
» Grappling
» Krav Maga
» Muay Thai
» Weapons Defense
» Kids Karate
» Yoga
» Kickboxing
» Functional Fitness

512-257-3609
www.themataustin.com
info@themataustin.com

12617 Ridgeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
Next door to Jumpstreet 
in the Lakeline Mall area

Ridgeline Blvd.

Pecan Park Blvd.

183

45

Lakeline
Mall

A resale clothing 
boutique for women, 
men, teens & childrenBetween just

us

  •  GAP  •  BANANA REPUBLIC  •  LIZ CLAIBORNE  •  J. JILL  •  

BCBG  •  TALBOTS  •  ANN TAYLOR  •  CHICOS   •  J. CREW 
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13233 Pond Springs Rd. (o�  of 183 North)
T-F 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat. & Mon. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

512-250-0746 • www.jbu4resale.com 
 facebook.com/jbu4resale

NA

Any one piece of regular-priced 
merchandise. One coupon per 

family per day. 
Expires 1/27/201625% Off

Sakura Foot Relax

NOW OPEN
CHAIR MASSAGE

FULL BODY MASSAGE 
FOOT REFLEXOLOGY 

MASSAGE

 FOOT REFLEXOLOGY 
MASSAGE

12333 POND SPRINGS ROAD, SUITE 322, AUSTIN, TX 
78729 | 512-919-9211

$5.00 
OFF

2 MINUTE CHAIR 
MASSAGE

FREE

EXPIRES 1/27/16 EXPIRES 1/27/16

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
BRUNCH BUFFET

Live Music. $15 per person. $7.50 ages 4-12. Drinks not included

A place of calm that always offers great food, wonderful 
service and allows every customer to leave feeling happy 
and satisfied.

Daily Lunch Specials - $7.99 Lunch, includes Soup and Salad Bar. M-F 11-2.

25% 
OFF

Not available on Holiday’s.
Must present coupon. 

Dine in only. Expires 1/27/16 
Monday-Friday only

13376 N Hwy 183 • Austin, TX 78750 • 737-703-5237

183

Pond Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

Balcones Club Dr.

Now open 

until 2 AM 

everyday! Holiday 
Hours:

Dec 24th 11am- 9pm
Dec 25th 11am-9pm 

(Buffet)
Dec 31st 11am - 2am 
(Buffet 5pm-midnight)
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Austin Offi ce
P 512.257.2828
F 512.257.2831
13048 Research 
Blvd. Suite B. 
Austin, TX 78759

We accept all PPO 
insurance, Medicaid, 
Denta Quest, MCNA, 
CHIP.

Henry H. Kim D.D.S.
F.I.C.O.I, F.M.I.I.I.
Cosmetic & General 
Dentistry

Implants & 
Orthodontics

The F R E S H E S T  ingredients, prepped 
& ready to cook, with little to no waste!
H O W  I T  W O R K S :
1  Choose a kit
2  Order to pick up in-store or have delivered
3  Cook! Just follow the recipe using the ingredients in your kit
I T ' S  T H A T  E A S Y !
We cater to adventurous, Vegan, Dairy-free, 
Gluten-free, and Vegetarian diets. We source 
as many ingredients as possible directly from 
LOCAL farms and small businesses.

7 3 1 8  M C N E I L  D R  •  A U S T I N ,  T X  7 8 7 2 9  •  ( 5 1 2 )  9 0 0 - 5 8 0 1  •  W W W. G O U R M E T B Y N U M B E R S . C O M

$5.00 OFF
MEAL KIT

IN-STORE ONLY, MUST BRING 

IN COUPON.

FREE 
TASTINGS EVERY THURSDAY

NEW
YEARS

EVE
BaLL

Get $5 in FREE Tokens
with a $20 token purchase
Offer valid Dec 31, 2015 only.  Not valid 
with any other coupons or offers. Limit 1 
per family per visit.  No cash value.

facebook.com/pinballzarcade
Like us on Facebook 

NEW YEARS EVE BALL

Kids Event

10a-12p
Dec 31st

10 & Under

NOon
YEARS

EVE STEP 1: 
What's Your Wing Style?

- CLASSIC
- BONELESS
- MIX IT UP!

STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:STEP 2:
How Hungry Are You?How Hungry Are You?

5 - Just a few please
10 - Quite the appetite

15 - Food coma
20 - Two’s a company

50 - A small get-together
100 - Bring on the 

Party Platter
STEP 3: 

Choose Your Flavors Wisely:

- Classic Buffalo (mild or spicy)
- Honey Mustard  - BBQ

- Mango Habanero Lemongrass 
-Naked - Teriyaki

- Peanut - Garlic Parmesan
- Lemon Pepper - Kickin’ Bourbon 

- Asian Spicy
- Orange - Tamarind

- Thai Chili

$5
OFF

YOUR 
PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR 

MORE.

Expires 
1/27/16

512-382-0845 
8701 W Parmer Ln
 Austin, TX 78729

P
arm

er Ln.

Briarwick Dr.
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Your one-stop fitness community

hot yoga • Barre • hot pilates • functional fitness
shower rooms
towel and mat service

10710 Research Blvd #326, Austin, TX 78759 • (512) 287-7047 • sunstonefit.com/nhc

NEW OWNERSHIP!

First class free�
AFTER 30 MIN. ORIENTATION.

3307 Northland Drive, Suite 230 • Austin, TX (At the corner of MoPac and RM 2222)
512.388.2220  |   www.northlanddentalstudio.com

Your home for compassionate dental care

Complimentary Electric Toothbrush
upon completion of your initial  

exam and cleaning (a $50 value)

Welcoming Dr. Mary  Kate Peters!

Mexican Restaurant & Catering

New Years Day Pajama Brunch from 11am to 3PM 
Come dressed in your cozy pajamas and slippers after 
a night of celebrating. Join us for Mimosas, Bloody 
Mary's and Marias. Enjoy your brunch favorites and 
menudo, chicken en mole, barbacoa, caldo de res, and 
pozole. Plus fresh fruit, salads and mucho mas!

Mexican Restaurant & Catering

New Years Day Pajama Brunch from 11am to 3PM 
Come dressed in your cozy pajamas and slippers after 
a night of celebrating. Join us for Mimosas, Bloody 
Mary's and Marias. Enjoy your brunch favorites and 
menudo, chicken en mole, barbacoa, caldo de res, and 
pozole. Plus fresh fruit, salads and mucho mas!

Expires 1/27/16. Must present coupon.
Expires 1/27/16. Must present coupon.

New Years Day Pajama Brunch from 11am to 3PM 
Come dressed in your cozy pajamas and slippers after 
a night of celebrating. Join us for Mimosas, Bloody 
Mary's and Marias. Enjoy your brunch favorites and 
menudo, chicken en mole, barbacoa, caldo de res, and 

SUPERIOR AND
COMPASSIONATE CARE

ADULT AND PEDIATRIC PATIENTS ACCEPTED  
 MEDICARE ACCEPTED 

NO HASSLE HEARING AID PRICING 
  CONVENIENT LOCATION

11762 Jollyville Road  |  Austin

512-258-2300 
www.greathillsent.com

PAIGE PETERSON AUD, PHD 
BOARD CERTIFIED  

IN AUDIOLOGY

TINNITUS? RINGING IN THE EARS?
Did you know that there is  

an effective treatment?

TINNITUS 
MANAGEMENT!

EXP. 1/27/16

20% 
OFF 

Gorgeous new event center 
open to the public

Mention this ad and get 10% o�   your next booking.

Mention this ad and get $300 you next booking.
• events of any size from 150-585 • multiple ballrooms (2700sf, 3800sf, 6500sf) 

• banquet, theater, and other setup options • multiple stage sizes 
• wireless internet • state of the art audio and sound

183

No
rth

 Ga
te

 Bl
vd

.8801 RESEARCH BLVD, SUITE 113
AUSTIN TX 78758
gamaus.com

512-735-7728
Schedule an appointment by calling



Northwest Austin Edition • December 2015 37

VIP STYLIST SINCE 2011 Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice Awards!

9308 Anderson Mill Rd. • 512-331-1500 • www.kaos-kids.com

•  Special Kiddie Chairs with video
•  Toys & Books available to play with!
•  Walk-ins are welcome but appointments   
    recommended

STYLISTS: Barbara, Grace, Jackie, Sandy & Yvonne
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6 | Sat. 9-4

Major Credit Cards

25% 
o�  

your 
fi rst 

haircut

2500 West Parmer Lane #120, Austin, Texas 78727
www.ultimateeyecare.com

MoPac

N

(512) 388-3937

2 PAIRS OF 
GLASSES 

1 PAIR 
FOR CONTACT LENSES STARTING AT 

INCLUDES 
COMPREHENSIVE 
EXAM, FITTING,
TRIAL CONTACT LENSES

EYE EXAM 
WITHOUT

INSURANCE$99 $140$69
$75OR

Parmer Ln.
By Fry’s

C ALL OFFICE FOR DETAILS  •  AVAILABLE AT PARMER LOC ATION ONLY
EXPIRES 1/27/16 EXPIRES 1/27/16 EXPIRES 1/27/16

ON SELECT FRAMES ONLY

We now take 
Superior/

Block Vision 
Insurance!

Drink your colors. The Soup Peddler
Hwy 183 N next to iFly

13343 Research Blvd Ste 350 | Austin, TX | (512) 401-2424 
Reservations recommended. Visit meltingpot.com for details.

Now taking reservations for New Year’s Eve.

COMING IN JANUARY NEW Skinny Dipping Menu 
$19.95 per person.

BUY $100, GET $100 Going on now. 
See store for details.
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Smiles–for–Life
Jerry Milner, DDS

Lasting Solutions
for a Healthy Smile

www.Smiles–for–Life
Lasting Solutions for a Healthy Smile

Jerry Milner, DDS

 v Highly Experienced Team
 v Peaceful Atmosphere with a View
 v Comprehensive Quality Care
 v Dental Implants
 v Mercury-Free fi llings

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Comprehensive 

Oral Examination, 
X-rays and 

Consultation

Comprehensive 
COMPLIMENTARY

For new patients age 21 and 
older. Must bring coupon. 

(Not intended for 
emergency treatments) 

Expires 2/24/16

Expires 10/15/14Expires 10/15/14

Expires 08/15/14 Expires 08/15/14Expires 08/15/14

Pest Clean OutPest Service
Eradicate Your Bug Problem
Interior and Exterior Service
Traditional and Exclusionary
Techniques and Treatments.

Treatment of Inside Home
and Lawn

Show Your Pet You Care!

And they can be dangerous too!
Spiders, Roaches, Silverfish, 

Ants & More.

Normally
$179.00

Compare 

at $189 

Quarterly

Guaranteed

with annual agreement
Includes IGR!

per month  
program only

Most Homes/LawnsUp to 4k Sq Ft Home

$79$155$29
Expires 12/31/15 Expires 12/31/15 Expires 12/31/15

FLEA & TICK
Veterinarian Recommended!INSECTS ARE GROSS!

BOOK NOW  
at AJOURNEYINTOHEALTH.COM

Let go of dieting.  
Find a balance of health AND pleasure. 
Lose weight. Live life.

20% OFF
YOUR INTAKE SESSION
(Must present coupon when paying balance.)

Paving an easier path to wellness.

Kali Patrick
Eating Psychology Coach

I N

T O  H E A L T H

A

 JOURNEY

Women’s Wellness Seminar
HOSTED BY Concordia, Cru Austin and LivingWellAware

Help women take ownership of 

their well-being and live a longer, 

healthier, purpose-filled life.

Giving women the 

opportunity to hear how a 

personal relationship with 

Christ makes a difference 

in their lives.

Guest Speaker Dr. Patsy Sulak

January 16, 2016 from 8:30 am-1 pm   
at the auditorium on the Concordia University campus

We will provide light breakfast, coffee, 
tea, snacks prior to speaking 
Welcome & Intro slated for 9:00 am.

Cost is $20 until the end of the year / $25 January 1st /  $40.00 at the door

www.livingwellaware.com
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BABY-SAFE PRODUCTS

ALL OF OUR CLEANING SPECIALS INCLUDE DEEP CLEANING

C ARPET  CLEANING SPEC IALS

AIR DUCT
CLEANING
WHOLE HOUSE
Regularly $279, NOW $179,
for the � rst eight vents and 
one air return. Each vent 
after eight is $10 each.

$100 
  OFF

Expires 2/2/16

Expires 2/2/16(Reg. $.80)
$.40  Just  per sq.ft.

50% OFF
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

$95
5 ROOMS CLEANED

$95 SOFA AND 
LOVESEAT COMBO

$129
$199

WHOLE HOUSE
up to 2,000 SQ. FT.
Homes over 2,000 sq. ft. may have 
additional charges. Stairs $20 extra
We move most furniture

WHOLE HOUSE
up to 3,000 SQ. FT.
Homes over 3,000 sq. ft. may have 
additional charges. Stairs $20 extra
We move most furniture

Expires 2/2/16

Expires 2/2/16Expires 2/2/16

FREE Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

FREE

FREE

Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

FREE Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

BEST VALUE
Average Room Size 15’ X 17’
Add a hallway for $8
We move most furniture
Expires 2/2/16

Average Room Size 15’ X 17’
Add a hallway for $8
We move most furniture

3 ROOMS CLEANED

Expires 2/2/16

FREE Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

$69

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $50

LOVESEAT COMBO

Pre-treatment included

Add
Chair

for $35

Average Room Size 15’ X 17’Average Room Size 15’ X 17’
Add a hallway for $8Add a hallway for $8
We move most furnitureWe move most furniture

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $35

Homes over 2,000 sq. ft. may have Homes over 2,000 sq. ft. may have 
additional charges. Stairs $20 extraadditional charges. Stairs $20 extra

Pre-treatment included

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $69

HOUSE
Homes over 3,000 sq. ft. may have Homes over 3,000 sq. ft. may have 
additional charges. Stairs $20 extraadditional charges. Stairs $20 extra

Pre-treatment included

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $99

Inquire about our commercial rates.

"Other companies may try to duplicate K&M, but you can 
trust us and I personally guarantee our work." Owner, K&M Steam Cleaning

STONEWORK DONE RIGHT 
Basic to full restoration, strip and polish. Before and 

after photos of recently completed jobs on our website!

Now Hiring!
Proud supporter of 

the U.S. Military

Get a FREE quote online

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated

Insured & Bonded

S

We Use IICRC Recommended 
Environmentally Friendly Product

www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

PET ODOR SPECIALISTS

512-836-8900



At Seton, we understand that some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. 
That’s why we have SetonER.com. Now you can make an ER appointment online, 
then wait at home. Once you arrive, you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of your scheduled 
time. Welcome to Humancare. Remember, SetonER.com is for mini emergencies 
only. If you’re experiencing a major emergency, get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.
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