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H-GAC transit study suggests new bus
routes, village and business connectivity

Intersection, lane improvements designed
to ease traffic congestion in downtown
By Brian Walzel

Just as Woodlands area drivers
are seeing the end of more than
a year’s worth of lane closures,
diversions and delays due to
pipeline installation and intersection improvements, more road
construction is on the way in the
New Year. The Woodland Road
Utility District No. 1 is planning
more than $14 million worth of
intersection improvements, primarily throughout Town Center.
The projects are among the latest
efforts to improve mobility in The
Woodlands’ downtown district
that is experiencing increases in
population and jobs as well as
traffic congestion.
“There is a lot being done on
the first half of next year,” Woodlands Township Director Mike
Bass said. “There is liable to be
some emotional reaction to see
more of this continue.”
The
WRUD
projects
See Improvements | 72

MORE PEOPLE, MORE TRAFFIC
As the resident population of Town Center has increased, so has the number of cars on
the roads within The Woodlands’ downtown district.
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Research Forest Grogan’s Mill Road
Grogan’s Mill
Lake Woodlands
Drive at Grogan’s
at Woodlands
Road at Lake Drive at Six Pines
Mill Road
Parkway
Woodlands Drive
Drive
*Vehicle trips in one 24-hour period in April 2013, according to a
traffic study conducted by The Woodlands Development Company
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Woodlands
Parkway at Six
Pines Drive

19,613

Source: The Woodlands
Development Company
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By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Township,
along with the Houston-Galveston Area Council, has been
deliberating ways to get cars
off the streets of Town Center,
tweak its park and ride system
and determine if a feasible plan
for bus service to the various
villages can be implemented and
used by residents.
The results of those yearlong
efforts were unveiled in early
November in the township transit plan. The goal of the transit
plan is to increase mobility in
Town Center and the villages as
well as in emerging commercial
and residential areas, according
to H-GAC.
“We’re not looking at Town
Center to provide a benefit
for the commercial businesses
there, we are trying to deal
with the issue of having about
200,000 people looking to park
See Transit | 74
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The township is asking
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WE GET

CHILDREN
BETTER

Your kids are our specialty.
When your child needs specialty care, we have affiliated pediatric specialists at Memorial Hermann
The Woodlands Hospital. There’s nothing more important than your child’s health. Trust it to the experts.
• Anesthesiology
• Cardiology
• Dermatology

• Gastroenterology
• Neurology
• Ophthalmology

Call 713.222.CARE (2273) or visit
children’s.memorialhermann.org to learn more.

• Radiology
• Rehabilitation
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Thinking about selling your house?

Now is the right time, call us today!

SOLD
Our Agents are uniquely certified and
trained to assist in relocating you or
your loved ones.

Stay informed about what is going on in The Woodlands
by joining our Woodlands Homes Facebook page
www.facebook.com/thewoodlandshomessite
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One of the rare joys of
the Christmas shopping
season is finding that
front row parking spot
at the mall or department store. It is much
more common to roam
the parking lots of The
Woodlands Town Center searching in vain for
a vehicle’s white reverse
lights on the aisle you
are driving.
The Great Parking Spot Hunt used to be only a holiday
season event in The Woodlands, as much a tradition as
the Lighting of the Doves. However, in recent years, finding a parking spot in Town Center just for a quick bite to
eat on your lunch break, for a visit to the optometrist or
for a cup of gourmet coffee is often an exercise in futility.
Parking in Town Center is challenging enough, but
adding in the seemingly unending back up at stoplights
has led to plenty of traffic headaches in The Woodlands.
The Woodlands transportation and mobility leaders recognize this problem and are looking for solutions.

This month we report on some of those potential
solutions: efforts to increase vehicle capacity at several
intersections throughout Town Center and a plan to
implement a new transit system aimed at getting cars
off roads.
And while traffic in The Woodlands is often aggravating, the issue is not solely a community challenge.
In this month’s issue, you will find reports detailing
regional projects, such as a high-speed rail line and
issues the state faces in receiving federal money for
transportation projects. There are challenges that need
solutions at the local, state and federal levels in order to
improve transportation.
But whether you are stuck at a stoplight on Six Pines
Drive, or cannot find a parking spot at The Woodlands
Mall, don’t let traffic or crowded parking lots dampen
your holiday spirit. There is much to be thankful for,
and help is on the way.

Brian Walzel
EDITOR

bwalzel@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Would you use a bus system that offered
service from the various Woodlands
villages to Town Center?

How has the Affordable Care Act affected
you in the last year?

Yes, I would use a bus that picked me up at my village
center
Yes, I would use a bus that picked me up close to my
home
No, I would not use a bus system that picked me up to
go to Town Center
No, I would not use a bus system that went anywhere in
The Woodlands

I have had to pay higher premiums, copays and deductibles

47.71%
It had no effect on me

23.71%
I no longer have health insurance

7.62%
I have had lower premiums, copays and deductibles

6.67%

Other
Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of
Community Impact Newspaper.

It has affected my business or the business I work for

5.71%
Other

© 2014 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,
download the MyFoxHouston app,
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com
for more local news with IMPACT.

4.76%
I now have health insurance

3.81%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 11/13/14–12/1/14
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SEEING BETTER
SO WE CAN HEAL BETTER.
THAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN PRACTICING
MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.
At Houston Methodist, our patients are at the center of all that we do.
Using three-, four- and five-dimensional imaging, we can plan a patient’s
intricate procedure before surgery, while real time CT scans and MRIs
allow us to navigate their body with unprecedented accuracy during
surgery. Which means less risk for patients, faster healing and a
better outcome.
Houston Methodist is coming to The Woodlands in 2017. To learn more,
visit houstonmethodist.org. or call 713.790.3333.
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THE LOCAL EXPERTS
Exceptional Service Through Speed, Skill and Stewardship

BROKERAGE

DEVELOPMENT

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENTS

Providing Woodlands Area Companies with Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 18 Years
To work with Cypressbrook Company
cypressbrook.com | 281.634.1777
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Now Open
1 Costco opened its membership
warehouse store Nov. 21 at 8185 Hwy.
242, The Woodlands. Costco features
a variety of specialty departments,
including a gas station, bakery, meat and
produce department, a deli, and optical
department. The store also has a photo
center, pharmacy, tire center, hearing-aid
center, food court, and sells wine and
liquor. 936-703-2295. www.costco.com

2 On Dec. 11, Gino’s East opened its
first Texas location in The Woodlands
at 25657 I-45 S. at the former location
of Bikinis Sports Bar & Grill. The
restaurant features traditional Chicago
deep-dish pizza, thin-crust pizza,
calzones, sandwiches, salads and craft
beer. Customers will also be allowed
to write on the restaurant walls—a
tradition that began with the founding
restaurant located on Superior Street in
Chicago. www.ginoseast.com

3 Hyderabad House opened Nov. 10
at 407 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands,
serving authentic Indian food. The
restaurant will specialize in hyderabadi
dum biryanis, which is rice and meat
slow-cooked with Indian spices.
Hyderabad House will also feature Indian
breakfast items, appetizers, vegetable and
non-vegetable curries along with rice and
naan. The Woodlands location will be the
third in the Greater Houston area.
281-203-5020. www.hyderabadhouse.net

4 Patrick Graham State Farm
Insurance opened Nov. 1 at 30340 FM
2978, Ste. 600, The Woodlands. Graham’s
business offers a full line of insurance
services, including auto, home, life and
renters as well as financial services. Walkins are welcome at the Graham’s office.
832-482-3300. www.pginsuresme.com
5 The Texas Academy of Dance Arts
is a dance studio in Oak Ridge North, at
26803 Hanna Road, Ste. 501, that opened
in September. The academy offers dance

281-465-0700
NEW SHIPMENT OF
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS.
HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!
Like us on facebook

www.woodlandsruggallery.com
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel

7 Cabo Baja & Mexican Grill, at 544
Sawdust Road, Spring, is due to open midDecember. The restaurant features tacos,
burritos, homemade corn tortillas and
churros and salsa made from scratch. Cabo
Baja & Mexican Grill will also serve beer
and margaritas. 619-721-2520.
www.facebook.com/cabobajagrill
8 Crisp Wine, Bar and Eatery will be
open in the former Black Walnut Café
location at 2520 Research Forest Drive
in March 2015. Crisp offers American
food with an Italian flare, and the menu
features pizza cooked on hot stones. The
restaurants offers beer flights as well as
wines from around the world.
www.crisphouston.com
9 Investment firm Edward Jones will
open an office in Creekside Park Village
Center, 26400 Kuykendahl Road, The
Woodlands, in 2015. The firm was founded
in 1922 and has more than 12,000 financial
advisors in more than 11,000 offices
throughout the United States.
www.edwardjones.com
10 EXIT Lone Star Realty is a fullservice real estate brokerage company. The
company will open an office in December
at the Creekside Park Village Center,
26400 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands.
281-292-8886. www.exitlonestarrealty.net

13 Levure Bakery is planning a January
opening for its restaurant at 26400
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A160, in the
Creekside Park Village Center. Levure
Bakery makes fresh-baked breads,
pastries and desserts daily from organic
ingredients. Selections include locally
roasted coffee, macaroons, breads and
cookies. www.facebook.com/levurebakery
14 A new Primrose School is expected to
open in the master-planned community
of Harmony at 3433 Discovery Green in
Spring. The school will be the community’s
second on-site early childhood education
facility—offering early education and care
for children 6-weeks to 6-years. The school
also offers afterschool care for children up
to 12-years of age. 281-907-6900.
www.primroseschools.com
15 Pure Healthy Eatery is opening a
new location at 525 Sawdust Road, Unit
106, in Spring. The restaurant will open in
early 2015. Pure features nutritious wraps,
sandwiches and salads. Pure also offers
smoothies, juices and organic blend coffee.
281-419-3200. www.liveandeatpure.com

Relocations
16 Armario de la Bella, which means
“The Beautiful Closet,” is relocating from
Oak Ridge North to 26400 Kuykendahl
Road, Ste. C-160, in the Creekside Park
Village Center in The Woodlands in early

Ross Foldetta • 281.466.2880 • www.Foldetta.com

1
Costco opened its first Woodlands membership
warehouse store Nov. 21 at 8185 Hwy. 242.

18 Elders Automotive relocated in July
from 27439 Hanna Road to 27431 Hanna
Road in Oak Ridge North. The service
center offers a full range of automotive
services, including repairs, towing and
inspections. 281-367-4814.
www.elderautomotive.com
19 The Said real estate team of Saher and
Claudine Said has switched from ReMax
to Keller Williams. The realtors were
originally at 6620 Woodlands Parkway
and have moved to 8111 Ashlane Way, The
Woodlands. Saher and Claudine offer a full
line of real estate services. 832-803-8881.

6
Billed as a lifestyle store, Woodlands Unique
opened in November at 26211 I-45 N.

Anniversaries
20 Good Books in the Woods, which
is located at 25915 Oak Ridge Drive,
Spring, celebrates its fifth anniversary this
December. The store specializes in finely
bound books, collectible literature, mystery
and history books. Good Books buys
leather-bound books, collectible fiction,
antiquarian books, history, philosophy and
art books. 25915 Oak Ridge Drive, Spring.
281-298-2497.
www.goodbooksinthewoods.com

11
Fielding’s Local Kitchen and Bar will open in the
first quarter of 2015 in Creekside Park.

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council
celebrated its tenth anniversary in
November. The WWAC provides regional,
cultural and educational enrichment
opportunities in The Woodlands.
www.woodlandswaterwayartscouncil.org
News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Brian Walzel

17 Core Mechanical has moved
to 1087 Pruitt Road, Spring. Core
Mechanical specializes in commercial
mechanical services, including heating
and air conditioning, refrigeration and
commercial kitchens. 281-809-0192.
www.core-mech.com

Courtesy Woodlands Unique

Coming Soon

12 Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe is a candy store
that caters to young audiences with an
assortment of novelty and retro candy. The
shop will open by the end of the year in
the Creekside Park Village Center, 26400
Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands.

2015. The 1,433-square-foot boutique
features a variety of women’s clothing,
fair-trade goods and gifts. A percentage of
all sales are donated to orphanages around
the world. 281-298-3455.
www.armariodelabella.com

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

6 Woodlands Unique opened at 26211
I-45 N., The Woodlands, in November.
Woodlands Unique is a lifestyle store that
features home decor, accessories, designer
clothing, furniture and gifts. The store is
inspired by contemporary design trends
and hosts in-store events, including visits
from local artisans, designers, musicians
and fashion shows. 832-246-8848.
www.woodlandsunique.com

11 Fielding’s Local Kitchen and Bar is
an expansion of Fielding’s Wood Grill
opening in the Creekside Park Village
Center, 26400 Kuykendahl Road, The
Woodlands. The restaurant will offer
lunch, dinner, brunch and happy hour
daily. The restaurant is scheduled to open
in the first quarter of 2015.
www.fieldings.com

Courtesy The Woodlands Art Council

and fitness classes for children and adults
at regularly scheduled times. Instructors
teach ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, musical
theater, drill and other classes.
832-444-3192. www.dancetada.com

The nonprofit group The Woodlands Art Council
celebrated its tenth anniversary in November.
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Town Center

Now Open
1 Altar’d State opened a location at The
Woodlands Mall at 1201 Lake Woodlands
Drive on Sept. 25. The new location is the
42nd store for the company. The boutique
store features women’s fashions, shoes and
accessories. The store also offers home
decor, such as frames, artwork and candles.
832-610-3733. www.altardstate.com
2 Athleta opened in The Woodlands

Mall at 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive,
Ste. 1060, in October. The store features
women’s athletic apparel, jackets, shoes,
gifts and accessories. 281-367-5300.
www.athleta.gap.com
3 The Cheese Course has opened its
first Woodlands location at 1501 Lake
Robbins Drive, Ste. 110. The Cheese
Course is a European-style cheese shop
offering more than 150 artisanal cheeses
imported from around the world. The
shop offers a bistro menu featuring
salads and sandwiches for lunch and

dinner. The Cheese Course also offers
cheese classes and tastings.
832-246-8884. www.thecheesecourse.com

boys sizes 0 to 14. The location is the third
Peek Kids store in Texas. 281-907-8741.
www.peekkids.com

4 DRJ Insurance Services opened
Nov. 1 at 21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300.
Owner Daniel Jaramillo offers personal
and commercial insurance for home,
auto, renters, workers compensation,
recreational vehicles, prescription drug
plans and Medicare policies. 832-510-7879.
www.drjis.com

Coming Soon

5 Heart Strong Sleep Center opened
recently at 9450 Grogan’s Mill Road, Ste.
150. Heart Strong Sleep Center treats
children to adults for sleep disorders
and primarily provides sleep studies
and cardiovascular stress tests. The
clinic accepts all insurance plans except
Medicare. 832-770-3200.
www.heartstrongsleep.com
6 Nestle Tollhouse Cafe opened at 25
Waterway Ave., Ste. 82, on Dec. 4. The
location’s menu features signature cookies,
ice creams, cookie cakes, crepes, panini
and coffee. 832-663-6895.
www.nestlecafe.com
7 Peek Kids opened a new location in
Market Street in The Woodlands at 9595
Six Pines Drive, Ste. 450, in September. The
store features designer children’s clothing,
shoes, accessories and gifts for girls and

8 Johnny Was will open in Market
Street, 9595 Six Pines Drives, in April 2015.
Johnny Was clothing features eclectic
bohemian designs with flowing silks for
tops, bottoms and dresses. 866-942-8806.
www.johnnywas.com

Relocations
9 HFG Wealth Management has moved
to 1790 Hughes Landing, Ste. 250. The
wealth management company’s move was
due to a growth in demand and a need for
expansion space for more staff. HFG offers
financial life planning and investment
management solutions. 832-585-0110.
www.hfgwm.com

Anniversaries
10 Blo Blow Dry Bar, at 25 Waterway
Avenue, Ste. 150, celebrated its one-year
anniversary in November. The store offers
hair services such as blow-drying, styling
and hair nourishment solutions.
281-465-8515. www.blomedry.com
News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

HOMES READY FOR MOVE-IN BEFORE THE HOLIDAYS!
A premier master-planned community by The Johnson
Development Corp., Harmony offers everything for today’s

Harmony - Johnson
Development

active families: beautiful homes from award-winning

builders, a new aquatics complex with resort-style pool,

shady parks and playgrounds, outstanding schools and a

full-time Lifestyle Director. Plus, the community is just minutes
from world-class shopping, dining and entertainment.

This is where it all comes together...living in Harmony.

New Homes from the $250s-$600s
Our family of builders: Ashton Woods · Darling Homes

Highland Homes · Perry Homes · Village Builders · Westin Homes

HARMONY-TX.COM
Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 11/14
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The J. Beard Real Estate Company
Commercial Real
Estate Leaders
LANDLORD & TENANT
REPRESENTATION

The Landlord and Tenant Relationship
By Rosa Dye, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

You pull into a strip mall nearby looking for the new gift shop you have read about. Your eyes scan the landscape of various storefronts. There is a drycleaner,
veterinarian, bakery, dentist and a sandwich shop. There it is – you see a new gift shop in an old space where there once was a clothing boutique. What do all of these
different businesses have in common? They all operate through a landlord-tenant relationship. This is a lease which transfers the right of possession of property from the
landlord, referred to as the lessor, to the tenant, referred to as the lessee. The lessor gives the lessee the right to use the space and/or property but still retains ownership.
In doing so, the lessor receives rent as compensation from the lessee.
So what constitutes a valid lease? There are typically five components needed.
1) The names of both the lessor and lessee

SITE ACQUISITION

2) The description of the property and space to be rented
3) The length or term of the lease along with any option for extending or expanding
4) The amount of the rent with increases or decreases clearly identified
5) The date in which the rent is due each month

SALES & LEASING

Once these elements are included, the lease can be constructed to suit both parties. Many times revisions through negotiations are required by both sides in order to
accommodate the tenant and satisfy the landlord as well. This is where a well-versed commercial real estate broker provides value, by ensuring the client has a lease that
is commensurate with the market and the best interest of the client in mind.
A good relationship between landlord and tenant usually occurs when both parties have their obligations or “covenants” spelled out clearly in the lease. It is important
to employ the services of a commercial real estate attorney to ensure the document is fair and equitable for both parties. Being attentive and taking action to the needs
of the tenant builds trust and in turn can maintain a relationship with a lessee who treats the rental property as if it was their own.

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

The J. Beard Real Estate Company has an expert team in providing services related to commercial properties for lease. If you have a business in need of the right
location, or are a property owner looking for the perfect tenant, The J. Beard Real Estate Company is the leader in bringing business and property owners together and
will work hard to assure the successful landlord-tenant relationship you are seeking. Tap into our insight, leadership and expertise by calling 281-367-2220 or visit our
web site at www.jbeardcompany.com to view our current listings.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

FOR LEASE & PAD SITES AVAILABLE

WINDVALE SHOPPING CENTER
9420 COLLEGE PARK DR, THE WOODLANDS

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

• Grocery anchored village center in The Woodlands, located at the SEC
of SH 242 & FM 1488 - a major intersection for daily commuters in and out
of The Woodlands and Magnolia.
• Spaces available from 1,750-6,237 SF.
• .6 acre, .9 acre, and 1.6 acre pad sites available.
• Traffic count: 42,962 cars per day.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President
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WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

1

0

2

%
APR
ON 10 NEW

IS ON!

TOYOTA MODELS

2 YEARS

NO COST MAINTENANCE *

OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!
ALL-NEW 2015
CAMRY IS HERE!

OVER 200
AVAILABLE!

19,977

$
3

37 MPG

21,877

OR ON ALL
REMAINING
‘14 RAV4s

5

NEW 2014 TOYOTA AVALON XLE

4

$

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

5,000

OFF MSRP

27,877

OR ON
2014
AVALON LTD

OR

0%
APR

6

TRUCK WORLD

OVER 300 TUNDRAS AVAILABLE
NEW 2015 TOYOTA
TUNDRA DBL CAB V8 SR

10,000

$

OFF MSRP

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

NEW 2014 TOYOTA
TUNDRA CREWMAX TEXAS ED. 5.7L V8

24,877

10,000

$
7

OR

0%
APR

PRICE SELLS TRUCKS

$

+ 0% APR+

0%
APR

14,877

4

$

OR

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

$

PLUS

1.9%
APR

NEW 2015 TOYOTA RAV4 LE 2WD

$

NEW 2015 TOYOTA COROLLA L

4

8

OFF
MSRP

+ 0% APR+

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM • OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM • 713-358-4500
866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4500
I-45 North @ Louetta • FredHaasToyota.com
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

WE
KNOW

PRICECARS!
SELLS

(1) Based on Toyota Motor Sales New Truck Retail Delivery Reports for Year 2013. (2) #1 in Texas (GST) total retail sales ‘06-‘13 YTD by the Cross Sell Statewide Dealer Summary. (3) Camry LE Mdl#2532 Stk#5360, MSRP $24,085, $4108 FHT Discount. (4) 2015 Corolla L Auto Mld
#1832 Sedan, Stk #1558, MSRP $18,390, $1000 GST/TMS Rebate, $2513 FHTW Discount. (5) RAV4 LE 2WD Model #4430, Stk #6535, MSRP $24,870, $500 GST/TMS rebate & $2493 FHTW Discount. All 2014 RAV4s $5000 FHT Discount. (6) Avalon Mdl#3544 XLE, Stk #7340,
MSRP $32,215, $1000 GST/TMS Rebate, $3338 FHTW Discount. Avalon Limited Demo Mdl #3554, Stk #1076, MSRP $45,593, $2000 GST Rebate, $8000 FHT Discount. (7) Model #8239, (DBL CAB V8, 6AT ECT-i), Stk #4628, MSRP $29,330, $4453 FHT Discount. (8) Tundra
CrewMax Mdl #8363, Stk #6730, MSRP $46,227, $6000 FHT Discount, $3000 TX ED GST Rebate, $1000 GST Rebate. + APR Disclosures: Prius, Sienna, 2015 Camry Tier 1+ 60 months, $17.92 per $1000 financed. Corolla, Tier 1+ 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed, 10% down
required, max $15,000 financed, no negative equity, anything over financed at normal market rates. Avalon, Tier 1+ 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, max $20,000 financed, no negative equity, anything over financed at normal market rates. RAV4, 4Runner
Tier 1+ 36 months, $27.78 per $1000 financed. 2014 Camry 72 months, tier 1+, based on $13.38 per $1000 financed. $500 Bonus Cash from GST. All with approved credit through TFS. Tundra Tier 1+, with approved credit through TFS, 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed. * Covers
normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. All leases do not include applicable taxes or fees, no security deposit, 12,000 miles per year, $0.15 per mile
over. With approved credit. All pre-owned vehicles are subject to prior sale. Offers do not include college grad or military rebates unless otherwise noted. 2014-2015 EPA highway or city estimates. Actual mileage may vary. Artwork for illustration purposes only. Prices good day of ad only.
No wholesalers, employees or their families, limit one per customer. See dealer for details. Plus $125 doc fee, tax, title, license, and registration. All offers end 1/5/15.
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News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.com

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

most of the pipeline already installed, the
SJRA is focused on restoring roads, ditches
and shoulders that may have been affected.
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Harris County Commissioners Court
approved the results of the study phase of
the project to widen Segment 6 of HufsmithKohrville Road in Tomball from 500 feet south
of Willow Creek Estates south to Holderrieth
Blvd. on Oct. 28. The project will now move
into the design phase, which will determine
whether to upgrade the existing two-lane
asphalt roadway to a four-lane concrete
boulevard section with a storm sewer system
or to a five-lane concrete pavement roadway
with open ditch draining. The project will
also accommodate low impact components
that will address water quality needs, traffic
signals or traffic signal modifications, and all
additions necessary for a finished project.
Officials expect to send the project out to bid
in the fourth quarter of 2015.

Timeline: The project began Aug. 18
and is expected to be complete by the
end of the year.
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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Map not to scale

2 FM 2978 widening

Direct connectors

TxDOT is widening a 4-mile stretch of FM
2978 from two lanes to four lanes between
Dry Creek Road to FM 1488. The project is in
the design phase.

Jesse Mendoza

Timeline: Construction is expected to

1 Hwy. 242 direct connectors
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects
include a northbound I-45 flyover
traveling to westbound Hwy. 242, ending
at Maverick Way near Lone Star CollegeMontgomery, as well as a westbound
Hwy 242 flyover traveling to southbound
I-45, ending south of Hwy. 242. Crews
will pour bridge decks and complete
hanging girders this month. Lane
closures can be expected nightly in the
area during off peak hours, said Jenny
Taraborelli, Montgomery County program
manager for PTP Transportation.

Timeline: Project is expected to be
completed by the first quarter of 2015.

Cost: $33.9
Funding sources: Texas Department of
Transportation, Montgomery County
Precinct 2

begin by the summer of 2105, with a oneyear construction timeline.
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

Three segments, sections F1, F2 and G
totaling 37 miles are under construction
on Houston’s third outer loop. The local
segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy.
59 and feature major overpasses and
interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and
I-45. Construction is requiring total Hardy
Toll Road southbound lane closures
from I-45 to Riley Fuzzel nightly from 8
p.m. to 10 a.m. on Dec. 12 and 13, and
from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. on Dec. 14 and 15.
For more information on the latest lane
closures and diversions, visit
www.grandparkway99.com.

Timeline: Construction is expected to
be complete by the end of 2015.

Cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

3 Woodlands Parkway expansion
TxDOT is widening the westbound lanes of
Woodlands Parkway from just west of
Grogan’s Mill Road to East Panther Creek
Drive, over Lake Woodlands. This project is
on hold after TxDOT revoked the bond of
the contractor, Menade, Inc. in September
for failure to meet the project deadline.
The project is now more than a year past
deadline. TxDOT is in the process of rebidding the project to another contractor,
spokeswoman Deidrea Samuels said.

Timeline: No date announced
Cost: No date announced
Funding sources: TxDOT

6 SJRA Groundwater Reduction Plan
The San Jacinto River Authority is installing
pipeline throughout The Woodlands and Oak
Ridge North as part of its Groundwater
Reduction Plan. The SJRA is ahead of
schedule and plans to begin delivering water
to Montgomery County residents by summer
2015, SJRA spokeswoman Ronda Trow said.

Timeline: Construction is expected to be
complete by summer 2015.

Cost: $550 million
Funding sources: SJRA

6A In The Woodlands, the SJRA has
completed the majority of pipeline
construction and expects work in the area
to be complete by the end of the year. With

6B Pipeline construction in Oak Ridge North
continues in a utility easement located along
Oak Ridge Forest Lane and Hanna Road. The
SJRA will also begin pipeline construction
along Maplewood Drive in early 2015. SJRA
construction in the city is expected to be
complete by summer 2015.
7 Hufsmith-Kohrville Road
widening, Segment 6

This project includes extending two lanes
of Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge
Drive to Crownridge Drive, completing a
missing half-mile segment of Kuykendahl
Road through The Woodlands.

M

Gosling Rd.

Kuykendahl Rd.

3

13

Timeline: Completion is expected nine–12
months from start date.

Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

8 Oak Ridge North street overlay
The city of Oak Ridge North is in the process
of overlaying all city roads, except for
Robinson Road, with new asphalt. The twophase road overlay project is expected to be
complete by March 2015. The first phase,
which includes roads south of Robinson
Road, is expected to be complete in time for
the Christmas holiday.

Timeline: All street overlays are expected
to be complete by March 2015.

Cost: $1.2 million
Funding sources: City of Oak Ridge North

9 I-45 HOV lanes
TxDOT is planning to install high-occupancy
vehicle lanes along I-45 between FM 1960
and Loop 336 in Conroe. The $2 million
project will help alleviate traffic congestion
along I-45 near The Woodlands, Oak Ridge
North and Shenandoah. TxDOT is exploring
bids from contractors, and construction
could begin in late 2015 or early 2016.

Timeline: Construction would take about a
year to complete once it begins.

Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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Congress battles Highway Trust Fund deficit

Kavinoky said Congress passed
a bill in July to extend MAP
21—the federal transportation
act that has provided states
transportation funding since
2013—until May 2015. However,
make up the shortfall, she said.
unless Congress acts before then
The national recession in 2008
and approves a new bill to fund
exacerbated the gas tax revenue
transportation, the HTF could
decline, Kavinoky said.
run out of money.
“When [people] drove less,
“I don’t think we’re hearing
they also bought less gas, so there
any great panic about this,” said
were fewer fuel taxes going into
Alan Clark,
the [HTF],”
director of the
she said. “We
Houston-Galdidn’t anticveston Area
ipate that, so
Council’s
we had to start
Metropolimaking up
tan Planning
the difference.
Organization.
People didn’t
“Most people
jump back into —U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady
feel like it’s a
driving the
matter of when [a bill is passed],
way they did before, so we [have]
not if. But I think there’s a bigger
been making up the difference
issue of transportation funding
ever since.“
overall.”
While Congress deals with a
long-term problem of fixing fedLocal effect
eral transportation funding, there
Roughly one-third of all of the
is perhaps a more pressing issue of
Texas Department of Transportawhat to do about funding transtion’s budget comes from federal
portation in the next fiscal year.

Federal transportation funding integral to statewide, Greater Houston area projects
By Matt Stephens

Although Texas voters approved
Proposition 1 on Nov. 4—a
constitutional amendment which
could provide $1.7 billion to state
transportation projects in the next
year—Texas and the rest of the
country has an even more significant long-term transportation
funding problem on the horizon:
the Highway Trust Fund.
The federal government’s
funding source for transportation
projects across the country, the
HTF could run out of money
if Congress does not pass new
legislation this session. In addition, decreasing revenue from
the motor vehicle fuel tax and a
growing need for transportation
projects means the HTF is facing
an average $17 billion annual
deficit from 2015–23 unless Congress finds a new funding source.
“For a growing state like
ours, [the HTF is] even more

critical,” said Rep. Kevin Brady,
R-The Woodlands. “Just in our
communities, we’re seeing a
strong economy, more growth in
people, in businesses and—on the
roads—more growth in cargo. It’s
creating a critical situation that
requires that we act soon on this.”
Funding problem
The majority of HTF revenue is
generated by 18.4 cents for every
gallon of gas pumped throughout the country as well as 24.4
cents per gallon of diesel gas. The
gasoline tax has not increased
since 1993, said Janet Kavinoky,
executive director of transportation & infrastructure for the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce.
With less gasoline tax revenue
being generated, the federal government has had to borrow from
the rest of the budget to make up
the difference. Since 2008, $64.1
billion has been borrowed to

Federaltransportation

funding deficit

52
47

42

$16.9

Dollars in billions

47

it of

Average funding defic
billion
per year

between 2015 & 2023

37
32
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2008
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2014

2016

2018

2020

Total HTF
revenue

2022
Total HTF
expenditures

Since 2008, the federal government has borrowed $53.3 billion from the general
fund to make up the difference between the Highway Trust Fund receipts and
outlays. The gap is expected to be an average of $16.9 billion a year between
fiscal years 2015 and 2023.

Direct:

“[The HTF] funds
about half a billion
dollars of projects in
the Houston region
each year.”

Fromthepump

Just as transportation projects take
years to develop, there are several steps in the process of states
being reimbursed for transportation
project costs through the federal
Highway Trust Fund.

to the roadways

Gasand
TruckTaxRevenue

1

The HTF provides federal funding for transportation projects across the country. About 89 percent of the
revenue comes from gas taxes—18.4 cents per
gallon of gasoline and 24.4 cents per gallon
of diesel fuel—residents pay at the pumps.
pergallon
Taxes on heavy truck sales and heavy truck
ofgasoline
tires also contribute to the HTF, which is
composed of the highway account and
the mass transit account.
pergallon

18.4¢
&

24.4¢

ofDieselfuel

funding, TxDOT Public Information Officer David Glessner said.
The department’s federal obligation authority, or the authority
provided by federal law to make
funds available for use, has
hovered around $3 billion a year
since 2009.
“It’s critically important,”
Brady said of the HTF. “It funds
about half a billion dollars of
projects in the Houston region
each year, and it’s more than
a third of the Texas highway
funding.”
Clark said federal funding has
been integral to projects throughout the Greater Houston area,
including various improvements
to Hwy. 290 and Hwy. 59. He
said most state transportation
projects aside from toll roads will
likely have some federal funding
contributions.
However, federal funding for
state and local transportation projects is not necessarily provided
prior to a project’s construction,
Clark said. Rather, states are reimbursed for transportation projects
after funding has already been

Congresspasses
lEGislation

2

Congress has to pass a federal transportation authorization act before each state receives its yearly
apportionment, or the ceiling on the amount of
obligation authority states allocate. MAP 21—the
current act—covered years 2013–14 before Congress extended the bill to May 2015.
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Project
selection

Contributingto

Solutions
With MAP 21 set to expire in
May, Congress will be faced with
passing a new transportation

3

TxDOT selects projects to receive federal
funding by considering needs for safety, maintenance and mobility. Federal
funding is received primarily for highway
and bridge projects on or near the state
highway system.

Statefund
projects

funding bill this next session.
“There’s no question that we’re
going to extend the [HTF],” Brady
said. “It has strong bipartisan
support. It would be irresponsible
to not extend it. So my guess is
that Congress will extend the trust
fund for a shorter period, maybe a
year or two, [but not] the six years
that most of us would [prefer].”
Brady said the challenge,
however, is finding a long-term
solution to federal transportation funding.
Kavinoky said any long-term
solution should meet three criteria: the funding solution must
be able to be collected today, it
must raise enough sustainable
funding and it has to be transportation-related.
“We should increase the federal
gas and diesel taxes and index
them to inflation,” she said. “Then
we need to [look] at what we’re
going to do as cars become more
fuel efficient.”
Brady said there are more cons
than pros to increasing the gas
tax because of the need to reform
the HTF. As a donor state, Texas
also sends more gas revenue to
Washington than it receives, so
there is no incentive for Texas to
pay a higher gas tax, he said.
State Rep. Patricia Harless,
R-Spring, said the state receives
about 70 cents per dollar of the
gas revenue sent to the federal

4

After receiving its obligation authority
from the federal government, TxDOT may
enter into contracts for projects. TxDOT
uses state funds to pay for projects and is
reimbursed from the HTF.

• Independent Investment Management designed
to protect and grow your wealth
• Located in The Woodlands
10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380
(281) 298-2700 Office | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!
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Texas Transportation

Federal funding contributes about one-third of TxDOT’s budget and
provided more than $2 billion in funding for TxDOT projects in the Greater
Houston area from 2010–14.

$3.5

TxdotStateWIDE
FEDERALFUNDING
AUTHORITY

$3.0

500

$2.5
$2.0
$1.5
$1.0

400
300
200
100

$0.5
$0

600

TxDotFederal
fundsspentin
houston

Millions of dollars

past, but it has not been lengthy
enough to interrupt construction
projects, Glessner said.
Federal funding does not
just affect TxDOT projects or
highway projects, Clark said.
The funding from HTF can be
used for transit services for local
government agencies, such as the
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County and The
Woodlands, for capital purchases,
maintenance costs and to offset
operating expenses.
Funds from the HTF also go
toward improvement and transportation plans, park and pathway projects and environmental
programs, such as the reduction
of vehicle emissions on roadways,
Clark said.
H-GAC officials estimate
about $1.7 billion of H-GAC’s
$3.5 billion 2018 Transportation Improvement Program—a
four-year plan of transportation
projects approved to receive federal funding—will receive federal
money between 2015 and 2018.

Billions of dollars

spent by the state.
“It’s up to each state to decide
how much risk it wants to incur
based on the funds that have or
have not been appropriated,”
Clark said. “The states can go
ahead and make the investment
knowing that at some point they
will receive the reimbursement.
They just don’t know when.”
Glessner said transportation
projects take years to develop,
and planners have to have some
idea of the long-term funding
outlook. The short-term extensions provided by Congress have
made it difficult for TxDOT to
depend on federal funding.
“In recent years, Congress has
let the authorization get close
to expiring before extending
or reauthorizing the program,”
Glessner said. “Also, [revenue] to
the trust fund [does] not keep up
with obligations.”
State agencies are preparing for
a potential slowdown in transportation projects. Glessner said
TxDOT can borrow funds on
a short-term basis to cover the
operations of the department for
several months.
Congress has let the program
expire for a few days in the

NEWS

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

government. Despite an estimated $5 billion transportation
funding shortfall at the state level,
Harless said she believes the state
should address the shortfall itself.
“The money we get from the
federal government is important,
but we’re losing 20-30 cents on
the dollar of what we’re spending
versus what we get back,” Harless
said. “I don’t want to send any
more money to the federal government than I have to.”
One long-term solution to fixing the federal problem could be
the passage of the Transportation
Empowerment Act, which would
send the bulk of the highway
gas tax money back to the states,

Funding
reimbursement

5

Once federal funds have been obligated, the
money is available to reimburse TxDOT over
the life of the project, which may take several
years. The department is typically reimbursed
at 80 percent of those projects.

0

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Brady said.
“It gives more control to the
states and requires less paperwork, so you’re getting these
projects done more quickly,” he
said. “That still doesn’t have the
majority support, but I think,
long-term, that’s a real solution.”
The American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials released a list of
38 possible funding solutions in
November, including transportation taxes, registration fees and
user fees. AASHTO estimates a
10-cent increase in the gas tax
would yield $13.21 billion more
revenue in 2014 and $78.12 billion
more from 2015–2020.

Borrowing
money

6

TxDOT can borrow funds on a short-term
basis to cover operational costs. If the funding authorization is not extended or there
is not enough revenue to cover obligations,
TxDOT can still operate for a few months
before it has to slow the letting of contracts.
Sources: TxDOT, AASHTO
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To further advance pediatric
care in The Woodlands.
The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing
a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the
fastest-growing communities in the nation.
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Township asks TxDOT to
reconsider I-45 for high-speed rail
By Julie Butterfield

TX
High-Speed
R AIL

SYSTEM

Despite the Texas Department of
Maughan said. “BNSF, there’s
Transportation scrapping the I-45 corsome development, but not
Two possible routes have been selected for a
ridor for consideration for a potential
anywhere near the degree as the
Houston-to-Dallas high-speed rail line by the
Texas Department of Transportation. Routes
high-speed rail route between Houston
I-45 route. The BNSF is scored
along I-45 were considered but later rejected.
and Dallas, The Woodlands Township
highly because it’s already a rail
is asking the agency to reconsider its
corridor.”
Dallas
decision.
In its letter, the township
Miles McKinney, director of intergovaddressed how the I-45 Fort
corridor
Worth
20
ernmental relations for The Woodlands
for the high-speed rail would
Township, said the township sent a letter affect congestion on the highway.
Houston to Dallas via
to TxDOT and the Federal Railroad
“Removing some IH-45 comBurlington Northern
35
Administration Nov. 13 requesting the
muter traffic would produce large
Santa Fe Route
Houston to Dallas
I-45 route be reconsidered.
and significant environmental
via utility alignment
TxDOT has narrowed the potential
benefits and, in a public/private
rail lines to include the Burlington
partnership, possibly more than
Northern Santa Fe rail route near Hwy.
justify the higher capital costs,”
249 and a utility corridor near Hwy. 290, the letter stated. “The town- Waco
45
said James Maughan, environmental
ship does not want to see this
impact statement lead for the Federal
opportunity foreclosed until the
Railroad Authority.
combined commuter and [high“The I-45 corridor we looked at closely speed rail] potential has been
and gave it full consideration, but comexamined.”
pared to the others it did not score as
The high-speed rail project is
well,” Maughan said.
being proposed and would be
The township argued that expected
developed by Texas Central High249
290
increases in population warrant the I-45
Speed Rail, a private for-profit
route to be considered for potential high- group.
speed rail.
The rail would be paid for
“In Montgomery County alone, the
through private money and not
population is projected to increase from
require public money.
500,000 to 1.1 million by 2040,” the
The train would travel from
10
Houston
township stated in its letter to TxDOT.
Houston to Dallas in 90 minutes
Map not to scale
“This fact argues for inclusion of the
at 205 miles per hour, according
Sources: TxDOT, Federal Railway Administration
IH-45 corridor in the [environmental
to TCR. The rail will use bullet
The Federal Railway Administration and the Texas
impact statement] evaluation.”
train technology, a design that
Department of Transportation invite comments
Maughan said nine alternative routes
has been in use in Japan for
from the public, organizations or businesses rewere evaluated from the standpoint
50 years, and ticket prices are
garding alternative high-speed rail routes, possible
of economics,
expected
station locations and the social, economic or environmental effects of the Dallas to Houston highconstruction
to compare
speed rail project. Comments may be submitted
costs, travel time,
to airline
to the FRA and TxDOT online until Jan. 9, 2015.
environmental
tickets,
www.dallashoustonhsr.com • 844-541-1875
concerns and
accordeconomic viabiling to the
ity—how many
TCR.
regulatory requirements and approvals
passengers can be
McKinney
that comprise the environmental process
expected to ride
said TCR may
for the project.
—James Maughan, environmental impact
the rail.
be
interested
in
The EIS is part of a process under the
statement lead for the Federal Railroad
“We did a com- Administration
building the rail
National Environmental Protection Act
parison based on
line along the
that is required on major project prothose factors,” Maughan said. “Two of
cheapest route, and the I-45 corridor
posals such as the rail proposal. An EIS
the nine alignments seemed to be advan- may prove to be too expensive.
describes and analyzes projects such as
tageous in all categories.”
“The I-45 corridor may cost a little bit
the constructing and operating of a railMaughan said the I-45 corridor was
more,” he said. “We could also ask them
road, which may have a significant effect
designed for automobiles to travel up to
to build a station north of downtown
on the environment.
100 miles per hour. The high-speed train Houston. It’s a logical place for us. You
Part of the EIS review process includes
planned for the project, which is used in
get Grand Parkway, I-45 and the Hardy
the FRA approving the route.
Japan, travels 205 miles per hour, so the
Toll Road all right there because you
TCR has to have the environmental
curves on that route would be problembring people in from north, east, west
review carried out on the approved route
atic, he said.
and south.”
to ensure the route is in accordance with
Maughan also said a potential I-45
Now that TxDOT has made an early
federal law.
route has several entrances and exits into determination on potential routes, the
McCabe said the EIS process takes
developments like fast food restaurants
environmental impact review portion of
about two years to complete.
and hotels that would hinder the develthe project is underway.
The FRA is still considering input
opment of the rail.
Shaun McCabe, vice president of
from the public as to the advantages and
“The utility corridor has no exit and
environmental and engineering for TCR, disadvantages of the corridors being
entrances, so we avoid that problem,”
said there are several federal and state
considered, Maughan said.
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“The I-45 corridor we

looked at closely and gave
it full consideration, but
compared to the others it
did not score as well.”
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*some exclusions may apply. Only
accepted at Woodlands and
Katy locations. Expires 12-31-14

832.299.2500
priorityER.com
3759 FM 1488, Suite 500
The Woodlands, Tx 77384
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A Lifestyle Intersection

SM

3 HUGHES LANDING
LAKE WOODLANDS NEWEST LANDMARK
• Move-in date - October 2015, Early Occupancy
• 12-story Class A office building - 321,000 rentable square feet
• Designed to be LEED Silver Certified
• Panoramic views of Lake Woodlands
• Easy access to Interstate 45
• Full-service, Embassy Suites Hotel in Hughes Landing
• Nearby restaurants - Del Frisco’s Grille, Escalante’s,
California Pizza Kitchen, Local Pour gastropub and multiple
other restaurants
• One Lakes Edge, a 390-unit upscale multifamily residence
• Concierge program for Tenants
• Golf, tennis, fitness, spa facilities and fine dining nearby
at The Club at Carlton Woods
• Fitness Center & Conference Center availability
• Walking distance from planned mixed-use amenities
including Whole Foods Market®
When you move into 3 Hughes Landing, you will experience this
exciting urban environment. Become a partner with us in fulfilling our
vision – Where Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Lifestyle Intersect.

Where Business Lives Well
281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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Woodlands Parkway expansion still
on hold as TxDOT seeks contractor
Woodlands Township.
Construction on the expansion of WoodMenade was hired in 2012 to expand
lands Parkway from Grogan’s Mill Road
Woodlands Parkway, an estimated $3.6
to East Panther Creek Drive is still stalled
million dollar project, from four lanes
because a new contractor for the project has to six lanes. The eastbound lane expanyet to been chosen, according to the Texas
sion was completed earlier this year but
Department of Transportation.
experienced drainage problems near the
TxDOT officials said the project is
Grogan’s Mill Road intersection.
about 82 percent complete. The westMenade was fined $785 per day for each
bound expansion remains incomplete.
day the project went over the agreed-upon
The original construction company
246 working days. According to TxDOT,
for the Woodlands Parkway expansion,
the project was halted after Menade had
Kingwood-based Menade Inc., was
worked for 450 days, 204 past deadline.
suspended from the
Powers said bids for
“TxDOT thinks the new a new construction
project by TxDOT in
September. Menade
contractor could open company were due
was taken off the
7, and the decision
the westbound lane in Nov.
by TxDOT was to have
project after the firm
31 days, and then 90 occurred the week of
missed the construction deadline by
days to complete the Nov. 10.
However, as of press
nearly a year.
whole job.”
time, TxDOT had not
“Menade was
—John Powers, assistant general
declared in default
announced the new
manager for community services for The
by TxDOT after
contractor or a new
Woodlands Township
numerous meetings
completion date.
and letters concerning the lack of prog“We don’t have a definite time frame
ress on the project yielded no noticeable
as of this point,” TxDOT spokeswoman
Raquelle Lewis said. “We’re still waiting
improvements in production in Februon official communications from [the]
ary,” said John Powers, assistant general
surety [company], and we don’t yet have a
manager for community services for The

Julie Butterfield

By Julie Butterfield

The Texas Department of Transportation has yet to hire a new contractor to complete the expansion of
Woodlands Parkway. Work was halted in September after TxDOT suspended the previous contractor.

schedule we can provide.”
As identified by SBA.gov, a surety company guarantees a new contractor will be
secured if a contractor defaults.
Powers said that once the new contractor does begin work, completion of the
expansion could occur quickly.
“TxDOT thinks the new contractor
could open the westbound lane in 31 days,
and then 90 days to complete the whole
job,” he said.
Powers said once a new contractor is
selected, several agreements would still
need to be reached before construction

could begin.
“The next step in the process for the
new construction company to begin work
is a completion agreement between the
new contractor and the surety company,
and then they’ll have a takeover agreement between the surety company and
TxDOT,” Powers said.
The agreement then goes through attorney review and the state office, he said.
“They are working with TxDOT to do
a transfer agreement from the previous
contractor to the new contractor,” Powers said.

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

First American Title
National Commercial Services
wishes you a

happy holiday season!

Tanglewood
Wealth
Management has been
helping Texas families
realize their lifelong
financial goals for the
past 35 years. If you are
considering retirement
or selling your business,
or your current advisor is
not providing the service
you deserve, please give
Tanglewood a call.

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, THE SECURITY YOU NEED
713.850.0455 www.firstam.com/ncs
q

©2014 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

For more information call Nancy Gardner, CFP® at 713-840-8880

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300, The Woodlands
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The Woodlands sees an increase in cab, ride-sharing services
TRANSPORTATION

By Jesse Mendoza

As development in The
Woodlands area continues to
expand, a growing number of
taxi and ride-sharing services
have become available to local
residents and visitors.
John Boyea said he opened his
company, 12 to 12 Taxi Cab, in
The Woodlands about two years
ago because he saw a need for
services.
“I felt there was a need for
taxi service in The Woodlands because there is a lot of
entertainment and nighttime
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accidents and people being
arrested for DUIs and so forth,”
Boyea said. “I also felt because
The Woodlands is rather
upscale, it would be logical to
have a nice car for people to ride
in and be comfortable.”
Go Green Eco Taxi owner
Sara Bissig said the development of the Town Center area
led her to start her business five
years ago. Go Green eventually
expanded to reach all of The
Woodlands villages.
“There was an expansion of
Town Center and there was more
area than you could comfortably
walk, so I started this company

to run those open electric cars
in the Town Center area to make
it easy for people to get around
[The Woodlands Mall], the
Waterway and Market Street,”
Bissig said. “We expanded after
that to go to all the villages.”
Ride-sharing services in The
Woodlands have seen further
expansion with Lyft and Uber—
which use smartphone apps to
connect residents in need of
transportation with drivers—
opening operations in the area
in February and spring of this
year, respectively.
Taxi services in The Woodlands, though, go largely

Go Green Eco Taxi

24-Hour Airport Taxi &
Town Car Service

12 to 12 Taxi Cab
832-797-1946
281-639-9724

281-536-8555 • 24hrairporttaxi.com

Price: $65
one-way
to George
Bush
$5-$10*
per person
1 way
(from town
Intercontinental
$90-$110
center to aroundAirport;
hotel). $99*
eventone-way
booking to
William
per hour.P. Hobby Airport
Range: None
Within The Woodlands
Number of drivers: 13 regular drivers
Types of cars: 2012
GMC
Denali
SUV
Electric
SKYYukon
model
eco taxis
Years
The
Woodlands:
2 Nissan Leaf
(a golf in
cart
with
extra seats),
Hours:
Years in24/7
The Woodlands: 5 years.
Hours: 6 a.m. to 11 p.m., or until midnight for
special events.
www.gogreenecotaxi.com

Price: $65-71 one-way to Hobby Airport,
runs from $65 from the front of The
Woodlands, $68 from the middle, $71 from
the back to Bush Intercontinental Airport,
$85 to Hobby Airport
Range: Houston Metroplex
Number of drivers: 104 drivers
Types of cars: 80 Lincoln Town Cars, 20 SUVs
Years in The Woodlands: 15
Hours: 24/7

281-639-9724 • gogreenecotaxi.com
Price: $5–$10* per person one-way (Town
Center area). $99* event booking per hour
* Depends on distance
Range: Within The Woodlands
Number of drivers: 3 regular drivers
Types of cars: Electric Sky model eco taxis
(a golf cart with extra seats), Nissan Leaf
Years in The Woodlands: 5
Hours: 6 a.m.–11 p.m., or until midnight for
special events

unregulated because the township is not a municipality —thus
lacking the ability to regulate
ride-for-hire services, township
spokesman Nick Wolda said.
Town Center business owners have seen a positive effect
from taxi services, said Brandi
Watkins, general manager at
The Goose’s Acre Bistro and
Irish Pub.
“They definitely have a good
presence here in the Waterway
and having as many bars and
restaurants as we have, it has definitely helped out,” Watkins said.

The city of Houston on Aug. 5
amended an ordinance that permits
alternative paid ride services, such
as Lyft and Uber to operate within
the city, according to city documents.
Lyft and Uber have been operating
in the city of Houston and The
Woodlands since early this year,
company representatives said.
Lyft and Uber are two smartphonebased apps that connect rideseekers with private car owners
for transportation services. Drivers
are able to use personal vehicles
and establish their own schedule,
but must adhere to company and
governmental policies.

“We aim to make it easier for urban
residents to live car-free, or rely
less on their vehicles, improving
safety and reducing traffic on city
roadways,” Lyft spokeswoman Katie
Dally said. “Drivers aren’t required to
adhere to any shifts or schedules, and
set their own hours, driving whenever
they have the time or need.”
Because the smart-phone based
apps establish competitive fares and
often are not required to adhere to
the same regulations, the service has
drawn opposition from established
taxicab companies throughout the
country.
“We have seen overwhelming support
from riders in The Woodlands looking
for safe and reliable transportation
options,” said Sarfraz Maredia, Uber
general manager of the Greater
Houston area.

673_13714
10x6.4
4c

Wells Fargo wishes
you happy holidays
We look forward to the holidays all year
because we love sharing good times with the
people we care about most. We hope your
holidays are the best ever.
wellsfargo.com

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1224673_13714)
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By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Township
board of directors has reversed
its decision to help pay for a $2.4
million federal customs facility at
the Lone Star Executive Airport
in Conroe.
In June, the township board
agreed to contribute $600,000
toward a new customs facility
planned to open in the first
quarter of 2015 at LSEA. However, the board opted to rescind
the funding after concerns were
raised about whether the township should fund the project.
“When I talked to residents of
our community, I couldn’t find
one that was openly supportive
of a $600,000 investment in a
federal customs facility outside
of our community,” Township
Director Gordy Bunch said.
Bunch said the township was
not included in the early discussions for the concept of a potential customs facility and that it
was only approached for funding
by airport representatives after
the project was well underway.

“If they would have come to
us when they started planning
it, it might have been a different
story,” he said. “But they didn’t.”
Despite the township backing
out of its decision to fund the
facility, the $2.4 million project is
moving forward.
LSEA Executive Director Scott
Smith said the design of the
customs facility at the airport is
nearly complete, and construction could start in the early part
of next year, with a December
2015 opening.
Black Forest Ventures, which
owns Galaxy FBO, the potential
site of the customs facility, is
contributing $600,000, and the
city of Conroe and Montgomery
County are considering their
funding commitments, Smith
said.
In its proposal to the township board, airport representatives stated the benefits of
having a customs facility in
Conroe.
“Having a high quality executive airport, with full services, is

important for business retention
and attraction of major corporate
facilities and headquarters,” the
letter said.
In an informal poll of Woodlands-based businesses, LSEA
representatives identified 38
companies that operate internationally and could potentially use
or do use private aircraft.
“Some of these companies
currently base their aircraft at
[LSEA], while other companies base their aircraft at other
airports greater distances from
The Woodlands Township,” the
report said.
However, Bunch said he
believes The Woodlands has
enjoyed a strong business climate and corporate relocation
without the use of a customs
facility at LSEA.
“The Woodlands is projected
to be built out in five years,” he
said. “Will [the customs facility]
be used by some corporation
in our community? That is yet
to be known. If they do use it,
they are already here. I’m not

“We Take Care of Your Air”

Courtesy Lone Star Executive Airport

Woodlands Township board opts to rescind
funding for Conroe airport customs facility

Plans are underway to build a $2.4 million federal customs facility at Lone Star
Executive Airport in Conroe.

sure if it’s an economic driver.
We don’t have a problem with
attracting [businesses].”
Township chairman Bruce
Tough said that there was a
vocal opposition from area residents to the township entering
into the agreement with LSEA
but also support from the business community.
“We had allocated a budget
amount to fund it, and there
was interest from the business
community,” he said. “But a lot
of times the business community is very silent on issues—
they go about their business and

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue?
You turn to the expert who has handled these complex
issues for over twenty-five years as a large firm partner
and as the owner of a boutique firm.

281.528.4947
131 S Trade Center Parkway

We provide counsel
and expertise on:

The Woodlands TX 77385

“Make Sure Your Family
is Safe and Warm This
Holiday Season!”
REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

YOUR HEATING SPECIALISTS

• Probate, Estate Administration
and Trust administration

$59.00

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and
Disability Planning Documents

HEAT TUNE-UP
(REG. $89)

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS.
EXPIRES 1/15/15
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

$50 OFF

• Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning
• Business Planning and Exit Strategies
Steven J. Clausen
• Asset Protection Planning
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)*
• Estate and Trust Litigation

REPAIRS

*

OF $200 OR MORE

BradburyBrothers.com

pay their taxes, and you don’t
hear vocal support or opposition from them.”
Tough said he believed if the
business community were more
vocal in their support of a facility at LSEA, the township may
have funded the project.
“I felt like it was a good idea
to participate, and I still think
it is a good idea to participate,”
Tough said. “The Woodlands
should be a supportive partner.
We are always looking for better
infrastructure and better growth,
and we should also participate in
county projects as a partner.”

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY.
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS
OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 1/15/15.
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com
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Shenandoah looks to extend David Memorial
Drive to Hwy. 242 as alternate route to I-45

“The road has
been on the city of
Shenandoah’s plan
for many years.”

city of Shenandoah, city of
Conroe or Montgomery—rather
than all three, would most
likely lead the development
effort, Smith said. All three
entities would provide input
in the design of the road as to
whether it will be a four-lane
median boulevard or a two-lane
roadway that can be expanded,
he said.
“All three of us are going to
have a vested interest in how the
road is built, the dynamics of the
design of the road,” Smith said.
Other possible hindrances to
the road extension could come
from reluctant property owners
or wetland issues.
“If a private property owner
did not want to fund their
portion of the road or did not
want to donate for providing the
right of way, then that would
be an obstacle we would have
to overcome,” he said. “There
are some wetland issues in that
area, but there have been some
discussions on solutions for the
wetlands issue to be resolved.”

NEWS
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DAVID MEMORIAL DRIVE
The city of Shenandoah is extending David Memorial Drive north to Hwy.
242. The extension is meant to provide an alternative route to I-45.

242
2 Extension could
be designed as a
two-lane road or a
four-lane road with
a median.
St. Lukes Way

very preliminary.”
The city of Shenandoah is
The city is working on purconsidering extending David
chasing land in which to build
Memorial Drive to Hwy. 242.
the extension.
City Administrator Greg Smith
Smith said the city has already
said the proposed extension
purchased land for the extension
could alleviate traffic congestion from two developers. However,
on I-45 and the feeder road.
some of the extension’s potential
“[The extension] will allow
right of way lies outside of the
individuals to come into
city’s limits and into the city
Shenandoah off of Hwy. 242
of Conroe’s and Montgomery
without having to get on I-45,”
County’s jurisdiction.
he said.
“That’s why the timeline is
Smith said the cost of the
a little bit of a moving target
right now because we have not
extension, which would be paid
for by the city,
made contact
has yet to be
with all of
the property
determined
owners,”
because the
Smith said.
route has not
“We’ve got
been estabthe south
lished. He
said the city
property
– Greg Smith, city administrator
may know
owners taken
more about a
care of and
potential route and cost of the
north [owners as well]. So the
project early next year.
in-between areas, we’re working
“The road has been on the city on cooperation with the property owners.”
of Shenandoah’s plan for many
One of the jurisdictions—the
years,” Smith said. “This is still
By Julie Butterfield

G

45

Hope Rd

.

1 David Memorial
Drive ends south of
Hwy. 242, directing
drivers to I-45 if
they want to travel
north

Country Ln.

Vision Park Blvd.

Shenandoah Park Dr.

David Memorial Dr.
Map not to scale
Source: city of Shenandoah
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Estate Living in Houston’s
Nature Preserve

Previewing the New Section! Be among the first to select your
home site in October & save up to 25% on pre-development pricing.
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Call today. 281.324.4427
TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

Regional support backed by
institutional strength
Wells Fargo Private Bank offers the dedicated attention of our regional team backed
by the strength, innovation and resources of the larger Wells Fargo organization.
We instill confidence in our clients by devising a strategy based on their unique needs
while leveraging our national resources to extend the impact of their wealth, now and
over time.

(Left to right) Seated: Melissa Greer, Senior Private Banker; Clay Tarro, Wealth Advisor; Allison Gregory, Senior Fiduciary Specialist;
Jeffrey H. Shipley, Regional Managing Director; Mary Arnold, Senior Private Banker; Aimee Chester, Wealth Advisor;
Jeanette Allan, Financial Advisor*; Standing: Lisa Butler, Administrative Assistant; Sharon Parker, Administrative Assistant;
Beth DeGroot, Wealth Advisor Client Associate; David Powell, Senior Investment Strategist; William H. Murphy,
Financial Advisor*; Rodolfo Q. Garcia, Private Banker; Dawn Bremer, Investment Management Associate;
Diane Hilden, Private Banker Client Associate

Wealth Planning

n

Banking

n

Trust

n

Investments

n

Insurance

To learn more about how your local Wells Fargo Private Bank office can help you,
please contact:
Jeffrey H. Shipley
Regional Managing Director
281-681-4140
jeffrey.h.shipley@wellsfargo.com

| wellsfargoprivatebank.com

Wells Fargo Private Bank provides financial services and products through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and its affiliates. Deposit and loan products offered through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
Insurance products are available through Insurance subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company and are underwritten by non-affiliated Insurance Companies. Not available in all states. The team members
denoted by (*) are employed by and registered with Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC and are not employees of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors,
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. CAR-1114-04136
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• One-acre waterfront estates
• Bulkheaded with private boat slips
• Miles of pristine shoreline
• Waterfront parks & 30 miles
of nature trails
• Private white sand beach
• Highly acclaimed Huffman ISD
• 20 minutes from Bush
Intercontinental Airport
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Conroe ISD may seek voter approval for a bond election in November 2015. The bond would address the
district’s growth, which is among the highest in the state.

EDUCATION

Conroe ISD takes first steps in
preparing for November bond vote
By Julie Butterfield

Conroe ISD is forming a bond review
committee to determine the details of a
possible bond election that may take place
in November 2015, Superintendent Don
Stockton said.
The committee will be finalized in
early February, Stockton said. By then a
commissioned demographic study will
be ready for the committee to review to
determine the district’s priorities in a
potential bond.
The committee is expected to meet for
three months.
Stockton said the possible bond election
stems from growth in the community.
“We’re growing by about 1,500 students
a year,” he said. “Between 2003–13, we
added over 16,000 students.”
Stockton said the school district has the
sixth largest growth rate in the state.
“When you think about 16,000 students, that’s one or two schools,” Stockton
said. “We expect that [growth] to accelerate with the ExxonMobil [campus] and all
of the other businesses.”
Stockton said several projects would be
considered for the new bond, including
three to four new elementary and junior
high schools, in addition to a new high
school in the Oak Ridge feeder zone.
Rayford Road Civic Association President Paul Cote said he understands the
need for a school district bond election.
He addressed how the area east of I-45
would benefit from the passage.
“We have a lot of [education] improvements that need to be considered,” Cote
said. “It’s up to the voters at the end of the
day if they want to support that activity or
not. It’s all up to them.”
No amount has been determined yet for

a possible 2015 bond, however, Stockton
said he anticipates the amount will be
less than the 2008 CISD bond that was
approved for $527 million by district voters. Stockton said various factors are
considered when determining the
amount, including how long the bond
issue will extend as well as what the
numbers from the demographic study
show.
“It’s going to depend on a couple of
things—obviously our demographic
study,” he said. “We want to make sure
we’re most efficient with the taxpayers’
money and at the same time meet the
needs of our growth.”
Stockton said he cannot predict how
the bond will affect the district’s property
tax rate, which is currently at $1.28 per
$100 of property valuation, but the goal is
to have the rate as low as possible.
“Historically, we’ve been able to manage
our tax rate,” he said.“ We have the lowest
tax rate in Montgomery County and
second lowest in the Greater Houston
area. We’ve been able to pass our tax rate
very efficiently and that will be a priority
when we go into this bond issue.”
Stockton addressed the issue of taxpayer burnout with Montgomery County
potentially holding a road bond election
in May for upwards of $500 million and
the passage of Lone Star College’s $485
million bond in November. He said
the district’s priority is education, and
the schools have a reputation for fiscal
responsibility and efficiency.
“There’s no question about the importance of education in the community,” he
said. “We’re going to be asking for what
we need, and I think the community has a
history of being very [responsive] to that.”
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RRCA considering management district for Rayford Road area DEVELOPMENT CO
By Jesse Mendoza

Additional traffic strain from
the Grand Parkway and the ExxonMobil campus—along with
a rapidly developing residential
and commercial sector—has
led local officials to target the
Rayford Road area for major
mobility improvements.
In 2010 about 55,680 people
lived in the Rayford Road area—
within a 3.5 mile radius of 2907
Rayford Road, according to Esri,
a demographic research firm.
That population has grown to
about 64,350 residents in 2014
and is projected to reach 74,800
residents by 2019.
“When you look at residential
growth, the majority of that has
been focused on the east side
of I-45,” Montgomery County
Precinct 3 Commissioner James
Noack said. “That is really the
only area in which we have the
ability to further develop in the
residential setting.”
The rapid growth, though, has
led the Rayford Road Civic Association to consider the creation
of a management district, which
would give a board of directors
ad valorem and sales taxing
capabilities, along with the ability to manage mobility improvements, community policing and
development in the area, Special
Purpose District Attorney Jonathan Roach said.
The district would be named
the Grand Oaks Improvement
District, Roach said.
Possible management district
The RRCA has already
proposed the establishment of
a management district in the
Rayford Road area to local and
state officials.
The district could encompass

the current 77386 ZIP code, a
portion of the 77385 ZIP code
and other nearby communities.
The RRCA has partnered with
engineering firm Jones and Carter to establish the district’s final
geographical boundaries.
“[The RRCA] did a pretty
extensive review of all of the
different type of districts that
were out there and ultimately
decided on a management
district because it does have the
broadest range of management
powers and the broadest range
of financing powers,” Roach said.
Roach—who represents the
RRCA—said the district must
first be approved by a two-thirds
majority vote during the upcoming Texas legislative session,
which is scheduled to begin Jan.
13, 2015. The district would then

“The district would only have the
capabilities and taxing abilities
that are granted via community
approval after an election.”
Possible funding partners
RRCA President Paul Cote
said that if the district is established, it could become a funding
partner for mobility projects in
the area, much like The Woodlands Road Utility District in
The Woodlands.
“My hope is that we can
address [mobility] ourselves
from within the community and
push out to create these roads,”
Cote said. “It is really simple. If
we have the ability to put a portion [of the funding] on the table
for a major project, well then, we
put up a small portion to attract
the rest of it.”

“Creating a district in this area would allow the
community and property owners who reside
there to have management ability over their
mobility, community policing, community
growth and development,”
—Jason Millsaps, chief of staff for state Representative-elect Mark Keough

need to be approved by local voters in a separate election, which
could be scheduled as early as
November 2015, contingent on
Legislature approval.
Representative-elect Mark
Keough met with the RRCA and
has agreed to introduce the legislation, Keough’s Chief of Staff
Jason Millsaps said.
“Creating a district in this
area would allow the community
and property owners who reside
there to have management ability
over their mobility, community
policing, community growth
and development,” Millsaps said.

Meanwhile, Noack and
fellow Montgomery County
commissioners are compiling a
prioritized list of road improvement projects—stemming from
the Houston-Galveston Area
Council mobility study—for a
possible 2015 road bond election.
Noack identified the planned $54
million expansion to Rayford
Road—which would expand the
road from four to six lanes—as
the most needed project in south
Montgomery County.
However, Noack said local
taxpayers may be hesitant to support another ad valorem tax and

taxing entity. He also said while
a potential funding partner for
planned mobility improvement
projects would be welcome,
the county would likely cut the
amount of bond allotments to
the area in exchange for the
third party funding.
“If Commissioners Court felt
like they were going to bond $40
[million]-$50 million or $100
million of their own money, I
would see the county curtailing
the bond to some extent to have
[the management district] partner with that,” Noack said.
The management district is
also charged with providing a
services plan detailing specific
projects and improvements that
are proposed for the area, Roach
said. However, the RRCA would
likely not have that list prepared
until legislative committee hearings are underway, or as late as
2016, when the proposed district
could be put to a vote, he said.
Noack, however, said a clear
service plan is necessary before
petitioning residents to create an
additional tax.
“If you are far enough along
in the creation of some sort of a
management district, you should
be able to clearly articulate
exactly what it is you are going
to undertake,” Noack said. “I just
think that if you are going to ask
for tax dollars to fund something, you need to be very clear
on exactly what it is and why.”
Additionally, Noack questioned the methods for compiling a list of projects as Montgomery County spent about
$500,000 to conduct a mobility
study to identify and prioritize
road improvement projects.
County officials are preparing to
submit their road bond proposal

Proximity to the Grand Parkway and
the ExxonMobil campus has catalyzed
Rayford Road area development.
ALREADY DEVELOPED RESIDENTIAL
• Imperial Oaks
• Legends Ranch
• Wright’s Landing
• Benders Landing
• Fox Run
• Legends Run
• Creekside Village
• Lock Ridge Farms
UNDER DEVELOPMENT RESIDENTIAL
Land that will be developed into
residential neighborhoods.
• Toll Brothers
ONGOING RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
Residential neighborhoods that have
heavy ongoing development. Some
residents may already live in certain
areas.
• Harmony
• Spring Trails
• Falls at Imperial Oaks
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT
• H-E-B, Walmart, retail, dining and
banking commercial spaces
LAND FOR DEVELOPMENT
Land that is available for commercial
or residential development.
• Hillard Tract

for voter approval possibly in
May 2015.
“I am very curious to learn
what projects [the RRCA] is
looking at and how did they
come up with needing these
projects to be funded today,”
Noack said. “For the projects
that we are funding through
H-GAC, we spent a half a million dollars to determine the
projects that would best improve

RAYFORD ROAD, A MANAGEMENT DISTRICT LIKE THE WOODLANDS?
A management district is an all-encompassing entity
that has taxing capabilities, and the ability to manage
many, but not all, of the same responsibilities as a city—
much like The Woodlands Township, which was first
created as the Town Center Improvement District in 1993,
Special Purpose District Attorney Jonathan Roach said.
“The Woodlands Township was created as the Town
Center Improvement District—a management district,”
Roach said. “A big part of why The Woodlands is what it
is because it has multiple layers of these special purpose
districts. You have the Road Utility District, a number of
Municipal Utility Districts, then you have the township,
which is effectively a management district.”

In 2007, voters passed three propositions to expand
the reach of the TCID’s authority to the entirety of The
Woodlands, according to the township. The township’s
board of directors then approved a Regional Participation Agreement with the cities of Houston and Conroe to
prevent annexation.
In January 2010, the Town Center Improvement District—which focused on the development of The Woodlands Town Center area— merged with the Community
Associations of The Woodlands to create The Woodlands
Township.
However, the east side of I-45 does not have a similar
threat of annexation due to a Strategic Partnership Agree-

ment between the South Montgomery County MUD and
the city of Houston—which calls for a 1 cent sales tax in
areas covered by the MUD—preventing annexation.
“Town Center Improvement District, that is kind of
what led to the whole creation [of the municipality] to
keep The Woodlands from being annexed by the city of
Houston,” Montgomery County Precinct 3 Commissioner
James Noack said. “[The east] side of I-45 has already
solved that issue, that was solved with their sales tax
penny between the emergency service districts and the
city of Houston. So threat of annexation today isn’t what it
was at one time.”
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POPULATION STATISTICS
Statistics are within a 3.5-mile radius of 2907 Rayford Road.
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the community right now. I
would be curious to see what
they are looking at.”
A booming region
The Rayford Road area is
seeing rapid development in
part because of large developable tracts, compared to much
of south Montgomery County
where tracts available for
puchase are harder to come by,

Previeesw
Dat e
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said Jeff Beard of the J. Beard
Real Estate Company.
“Desirable tracts are relatively
few and far between, and only
certain tracts have the infrastructure, the utilities and the
roadways in place and are still
within proximity to daytime
office population as well as residential population,” Beard said.
“One of the reasons that site at
Riley Fuzzel Road and Rayford

Road is being so well accepted is
because it has those factors.”
Beard said there is opportunity for retail and commercial
development because major residential subdivisions continue to
be built in the area, and it is close
to major employment centers as
well as the Grand Parkway.
Toll Brothers, a luxury
homebuilder, started to analyze the area two years ago and

Map not to scale

now owns 692 acres in the area
largely because of growing area
amenities and anticipation of
the Grand Parkway, said Jim
Jenkins, vice president of master-planned communities.
“As you go across the Sun
Belt of the United States, you
will find that new development
tends to follow where transportation is going, whether it is rail,
freeways or toll roads,” Jenkins

• Professional - 22.3%
• Management/Business/Financial
- 18.3%
• Administrative Support - 14.6%
• Sales -12.8%
14% Services
18% Blue Collar
• Installation/Maintenance/
Repair - 4.8%
• Repair Production - 4.8%
• Transportation/Material
Moving - 6.0%
• Construction/Extraction
2.5%

said. “We knew that the Grand
Parkway was planned, but we
did not know the timing. Then
the announcement of the ExxonMobil campus a little to the
west [was made], so it is about
400 acres of office buildings
going up in the Exxon campus
[area] that caused the acceleration of the construction of the
Grand Parkway and other road
improvements in the area.”

Academic Excellence • Biblical Values

Home of the

Warriors!
• Accredited K-12/College Preparatory
• AP, Honors, and Dual Credit Courses
• Award Winning Sports and Fine Arts
• Integrated K-12 Technology

Kelly Malatesta
Senior Mortgage Advisor
AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance
• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA
One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank
9595 Six Pines Dr., Suite 6290
The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909
kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com
NMLS#614071

11123 Cypress N. Houston Rd • Houston, TX 77065 • CypressChristian.org • 281.469.7745
Serving Families in Northwest Houston

As heard on KSEV 700 am with Steve Drake!
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2014 Home Sales Report
The Situation
As our Houston economy bulls forward, construction cranes come down and thousands of new
neighbors, family and friends in-tow, begin to pour to work, live and play in their shiny new ofﬁce
buildings, hip restaurants and retail centers, we expect demand for housing to surge forward, pushing
2015 prices and opportunity upward. There will be winners and losers.

In-The-Know Sold Price Info For 2014
Average Days On Market (DOM) for sold listings remains swift for well merchandised & professionally marketed properties.

35 Days on Market in 2013 | 34 Days on Market in 2014

Median and Average Sold Prices continue To Vine Upward.

The Woodlands
Homes For Sale Listing Inventory = Supply

As you can see from the MLS data above, inventory and selection for buyers began to improve in April. In
addition to improved selection in the resale market, new home builders are opening neighborhoods and
adding inventory/selection for buyers and competitive pressure for resale sellers. 2015 demand will out
pace supply and prices for both will continue to rise.

Sales Written = Demand

Year-to-date sales trail last years ever so slightly, supply and demand factors continue to press home
prices higher and keep The Woodlands real estate market padlocked in a strong seller’s-market mode.

Supply and Demand = Higher Home Prices
According to real estate economists a six-month supply of For Sale inventory represents a balanced market
between sellers and buyers. Over six months of inventory indicates a buyer’s market, below six months
indicates a sellers market. Look at what’s happening in The Woodlands by price range.
Price Range

Month’s Supply

You Can Count On Us.
For Sellers

For Buyers

Q. When’s the best time to sell?
A. Choosing the best time to sell depends on factors
unique to you. If you’re selling to move-up to something
more expensive, rising prices will lift the price of the
home you want to buy higher than the home you’re
currently living in. If you’re moving up, waiting will
cost you more. The sooner you sell your less expensive
property and buy the more expensive property the
more you save on the home you’re buying and proﬁt
from rising prices. To leverage this seller’s-market
contact your trusted Gary Greene Real Estate Pro.

Q. Will prices continue to rise.
A. Positive economic forces and supply and demand factors
will continue to press home prices higher. The sooner you act
the sooner you’ll save money and begin enjoying the beneﬁts
of appreciation.

If you’re selling a more expensive property to move
into something less expensive you have the luxury of
time. Rising prices will push the price of your more
expensive property higher than the less expensive
property you will be buying. Rising home prices and
time to ﬁnd the perfect next home is your friend.
To discuss current market conditions in your speciﬁc
neighborhood and to begin your search for the perfect
next home, contact your Gary Greene Real Estate Pro.
We put the know in knowledge.
Q. If I sell my home will I be able to ﬁnd
another?
A. There are multiple strategies that can make your
move less stressful and more successful. To discuss
timing and get candid answers to all your questions
contact your trusted Gary Greene Pro. We’ll take good
care of you.

To successfully navigate today’s turbulent seller’s-market realities with a smile and success
contact your trusted Gary Greene Pro today. Thank you.
Market data obtained from the Houston Association Of REALTORS MLS Service

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

When selection is thin and other buyers are looking for what
you’re looking for, you’ll want to know about fresh inventory
ﬁrst. To keep from losing out and learn about new listings
before the uninformed and slow-moving masses have your
favorite Gary Greene Pro set you up with First-To-Know Instant
Alerts. We put the know in knowledge. Really.
Q. What about Pocket Listings and Private
Sales?
A. When inventory is drum-tight a surprising number of offthe-MLS-radar properties are sold via jungle drums, whisper
campaigns and agent grape vines. Savvy listing agents prepping a new listing for market and always-on selling-agents
are exchanging phone calls, texts and eMails , sharing details
about upcoming, but-not-on-MLS-yet listing inventory. As a
result, some prime properties sell privately.
If you’d like to know about prime off-the-MLS properties
For Sale before the mass market ask your in-the-know Gary
Greene Pro to plug you into the Pocket Listing and Private
Sale insider network.
Q. When I ﬁnd my dream home how do I write
a winning offer?
A. Shine in the eyes of the seller by strengthening your offer
with favorable terms such as:
• Larger down-payment
• Bigger earnest money deposit
• More Option Money.
• Short deadline trigger times and exit clauses for
things like the Option Period and days for Third Party
Financing approval.
• Provide the seller with written mortgage pre-approval.
• If you’re financing is certain, eliminate financing
contingencies.
• A Flexible closing date.
• A seller lease back.
• A personal letter to the seller sharing a little bit about
yourself and your situation sometimes helps the seller
choose one bidding buyer’s offer over the other.

Bluejack National

The
The Woodlands
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DEVELOPMENT

The luxury golf course will include 386 private
residences varying in size from 800 square
feet for member suites to an estimated 4
acres for the homestead lots.

By Liza Winkler

Residences and amenities
Bluejack National will serve as a luxury
private club and gated community with
several amenities beyond the golf course,
including 24-hour security, biking trails,
access to more than 35 acres of lakes and

29
29

lots a residences

Bluejack National
to open for play
in October 2015
With construction underway since
June, Bluejack National is now accepting
membership registration for its 18-hole
golf course set to open for play in October 2015. Bluejack National officials
have begun irrigating the golf course,
and grass sodding began in November.
“We think that Bluejack is really meant
to be a full-service lifestyle community,”
Bluejack National President Casey Paulson
said. “We’re looking to have a lot of services
people wouldn’t normally see at a country
club. We’re trying to be an extension into
people’s entire lives, not just a golf course.”
Professional golfer Tiger Woods
has signed on to design the new golf
course at the site of the former Blaketree
National Golf Club at 4430 S. FM 1486
in Montgomery—located 9 miles north
of downtown Magnolia. Beacon Land
Development is managing and developing
Bluejack National under the direction of
Paulson, who also serves as vice president,
and President Michael Abbott.
Up to 550 memberships will be
available for the golf course, and guests
are able to become members without
purchasing real estate, Paulson said. The
Montgomery County Commissioners
Court approved the official land plat for
the course Oct. 20.
“When I say [Tiger Woods is] working
with us, I mean he is drawing, he is on
top of carts, on top of ladders, making the
decisions on green slopes and [deciding]
bunker placement,” Abbott said. “He is
involved with every decision as it related
to the golf course.”

NEWS
NEWS

Sunday homes

Golf course
Sunday homes
Estate lots
Member suites
Cottages

Member suites

Corporate lots
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2854
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Cottages
336

fishing docks, Paulson said.
In addition, other amenities will be
available. The Porch will offer guests a
place to relax and drink cocktails while
The Fort will feature a bowling alley,
movie theater, game room, hamburger
shack and zip lines for children. The
children’s play areas could open as early
as May 2015, he said.
The 755-acre development will
include 386 private residences with a
variety of size options, including 234
estate homes, 96 cottages, 28 member
suites, 23 Sunday homes and five homestead lots, said Gary Short, director of
sales for Bluejack National. The residences will range from 800 square feet
for the member suites to an estimated 4
acres for the homestead lots with prices
varying from $75,000 and up, he said.
“The lifestyle component of what we’ll
be offering for folks in a residential setting
up here will just be something that is a
concept entirely different than most places
you’ll find in the area,” Short said. “I think
that we’re all well-aware here [that] we are
in the crosshairs of a tremendous amount
of growth and development up this way.”
The golf facilities will be designed with
Southern plantation-style architecture and

Source: Bluejack National

feature a Bluejack National coffee shop open
to the public at the front gate, Paulson said.
Upon expected completion in October
2015, Bluejack National will be the first
Tiger Woods-designed golf course to
open in the United States.
Nearby future development
With the construction of the new golf
course, some realtors and builders have
begun to display interest in nearby land
parcels for future development.
Since late September, real estate company Halberdier Holdings has secured
seven acres of land for a new possible retail
center 2 miles south of Bluejack National,
company founder Trey Halberdier said.
Halberdier said the company is analyzing the utilities at the site and working
to secure a developer to potentially begin
construction within the next year.
“We are getting calls [for developers] on
the seven acres—there’s already a sign out
there,” Halberdier said. “We’re still evaluating what we want to do. What I always
say is we let the market be the expert.
[The land tract] probably suggests a retailtype product. If we need to assemble more
land or go with a larger junior box [store],
we would consider it.”

BEHIND ON
YOUR 2014
BOOKKEEPING?

SPECIAL OFFER UNTIL
JANUARY 31ST
on Bookkeeping Services at
$65/hour

We can catch
you up!

20% DISCOUNT
on business tax return with 6
month bookkeeping agreement

Tax Services • Accounting • Consulting Services • Bookkeeping

Economic effect
Barbara Gardner, realtor for Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Anderson Properties, said Bluejack National will have a
positive effect on property values in the area
and is already attracting new developers.
“It’s definitely going to be a good
alternative for people looking for the golf
course-type lots,” Gardner said. “We
really don’t have anything like that other
than High Meadow [Golf Club].”
Magnolia Economic Development
Coordinator Tana Ross said the city’s
proximity to the golf course will bring
new visitors to the area and benefit the
local economy. Ross said she imagines
the future of the FM 1486 corridor as
an established area with residential and
estate communities as well as consumer
services to cater to a village lifestyle.
“With an influx of new people coming
to the area, they will become familiar
with Magnolia, and they will buy fuel
and goods here,” Ross said. “It is my
understanding that supplies will be
bought locally for Bluejack National
and its residents when it opens. Bluejack
National is certainly raising the bar for
other planned communities to capitalize
on the beauty of Magnolia.”

DAWN MILNE, CPA
25302 FM 2978 RD.
TOMBALL, TX 77375

OFFICE: 281-305-8224
FAX: 832-579-1080

dawncpa.com
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FLOODPLAIN MAP

ENVIRONMENT

FEMA to issue revised flood
insurance maps for Oak Ridge North
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said. “The hitch is the realtors [were] getting their information from the company
that monitors these maps and feeds information to the mortgage companies and
banks, and that is all they have to go on.”
FEMA plans to release a letter of correction for Oak Ridge North this week to
reflect the amendments that were made
within the city. Additional corrections
have been made for the Brinham Woods
Drive and the Spring Creek areas as well,
said Diana Herrera, FEMA Natural Hazards Program specialist.
The letter will become effective immediately, and homeowners in areas where
flood zones have been revised are now
able to appeal insurance requirements to
their mortgage companies, Herrera said.
“If [property owners] have been
required to buy flood insurance they will
need to contact their mortgage company
[since] the letters of correction have been
made,” Herrera said. “The mortgage
companies will need to go back through
their standard process to re-evaluate the
requirements. Owners should also check
with their insurance agent.”
Herrera said there are some high-risk
flood zones that remain in the city.

Patsy L

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency will revise its flood insurance
rate maps this week for the city of Oak
Ridge North—a change that allows some
homeowners to re-evaluate flood insurance requirements with their mortgage
companies.
City staff encountered errors in preliminary flood insurance rate maps in
2013, and after going through an appeals
process, the city was notified that FEMA
would issue a correction. However, in
February, FEMA mistakenly sent the
unrevised maps to Montgomery County,
ORN Public Works Director Joe Sherwin
said in a statement.
City Manager Vicky Rudy said the
map-reviewing company—Austin-based
Core Logic—could only release the incorrect FEMA map information to mortgage
companies while final corrections were
made. The situation meant that some
homeowners were required to purchase
flood insurance at rates higher than necessary, if necessary at all.
“The most frustrating thing is that we
have citizens that [were] being forced to
buy insurance at a high premium,” Rudy

The Federal Emergency Management Agency will issue revised
flood insurance rate maps for the city of Oak Ridge North,
amending errors to the previously released map. The revisions do
not become official until FEMA issues a correction this week.
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By Jesse Mendoza

FOR OAK RIDGE NORTH
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By Jesse Mendoza

The city of Oak Ridge North is considering a rainwater harvesting program for
2015 to help residents save on irrigation
costs and improve water conservation
efforts, City Manager Vicky Rudy said.
Rainwater harvesting systems allow
residents to collect rainwater as it runs off
from a high point, such as a rooftop, and
store it in a barrel for later use. Harvested
water is typically used for irrigation
systems as users are able to run drip
irrigation lines or water spouts directly
into their garden, said Bob Dailey, public
education coordinator for The Woodlands
Joint Powers Agency.
The ORN program could include education efforts, a town hall meeting where
residents can learn about rain harvesting systems and their installation, and
opportunities to preorder discounted rain
harvesting barrels from retailers through
a partnership with the city, Rudy said.
“It would be a small program,” she said.
“It is going to be about 33 to 66 people
that are likely to be interested in this
program here. I think we would probably
end up [hosting a meeting] twice because
I feel the first time it is an [educational

experience] for people—your pioneers
will come out and try it, then their neighbors will see it and the next time they will
go, ‘Oh, I would like to do that.’”
The WJPA launched a similar program
in summer 2013—offering The Woodlands residents opportunities to preorder
rain barrels at a discounted cost through
the agency. The agency sold 600 rain barrels during the first pick up date, followed
up by another 100 barrels as residents
learned about the rain harvesting systems
from their neighbors, Dailey said.
“Even the people that were supplying
the rain barrels were amazed because they
had never sold that many before,” Dailey
said.
Rudy said educating residents about
local water issues is important for water
conservation in Montgomery County.
“They are raising children who are
also learning this in school, but they
need to see water conservation in action
if we are going to change the way people
use water,” Rudy said. “It is one of those
commitments we need to make to our
community and the earth because it is a
critical moment in time in terms of water
supply.”

RAINWATER HARVESTING SYSTEM
Rainwater harvesting systems collect rainwater as it washes off from a high surface,
such as a rooftop, and stores it in a rain barrel for later use, typically in irrigation. The
barrel can be attached to a spout or drip watering system for distribution.

HOW IT WORKS

STEP 1
Rain falls on a rooftop
or catchment and uses
gravity to run down—
often through a gutter
system— for collection.

STEP 2
Rainwater is
collected and stored
in a storage tank.
Sizes may vary,
and some models
can be tethered
together for greater
storage capacity.

STEP 3
Water can be used for irrigation, typically
via a spout or a drip irrigation system.

HOW TO MAINTAIN IT
1

Keep debris out of the holding area,
gutters and downspouts

2

Flush debris from the bottom of the
storage container

3

Clean and maintain filters, especially
those on a drip irrigation system

4

Expand the watering basin as plants
grow

RAINFALL COLLECTED
1-inch

2-inch

3-inch

4-inch

5-inch

.6 gallons
per sq.ft.

1.3 gallons
per sq.ft.

1.9 gallons
per sq.ft.

2.5 gallons
per sq.ft.

3.1 gallons
per sq.ft.

rainfall

rainfall

rainfall

rainfall

rainfall
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Convenient to New Village Center • Oversized Home Sites Available • Resort-Style Amenities
Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!*

TollBrothers.com/CITW
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Oak Ridge North considers rainwater
harvesting education program
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Get in-the-know.

Enabling
All Families
& Friends to
Share Priceless
Times Together,
One Game
Room at
a Time.

Subscribe to Talk of the Township,
the official e-newsletter of The Woodlands Township.

Board Information
Parks and Recreation Events
Environmental News and Tips
Neighborhood Updates

Season’s Greetings

Get it every week for free.

www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/notifyme

26419 i-45 north
The Woodlands, tX 77380
281-681-8809

sigtheater.com

888-647-6611 | four Houston locations |
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MCB Money Market Account

%

Commercebank

HIGH FIVE
WITH US

billiardfactory.com

1.00

APY*

with minimum balance of $100,000 and over

$100 - $4,999.99
$5,000 - $9,999.99
$10,000 - $24,999.99
$25,000 - $49,999.99
$50,000 - $99,999.99
$100,000 +

0.20% APY
0.30% APY
0.85% APY
0.90% APY
0.95% APY
1.00% APY

Minimum balance required to obtain APY*

At Mercantil Commercebank you will benefit from competitive rates
on our MCB Money Market Account whenever you are ready to grow
your earnings.
Talk to one of our Banking Specialists today!

Feel confident
with a great rate
not limited to a
promotional period

Visit us at: www.mercantilcb.com/moneymarket
Or, visit your nearest Banking Center location:

Downtown Houston

FM 1960 West

South Shepherd

(713) 571-8010

(713) 331-4300

(281) 417-1880

717 Texas Avenue, Suite #100
Houston, TX 77002

12145 FM 1960 West
Houston, TX 77065

3200 South Shepherd Drive
Houston, TX 77098

The Woodlands

Tanglewood

(281) 520-3002

(713) 481-2061

1735 Research Forest Dr.
Shenandoah, TX 77380

5897 San Felipe Street
Houston, TX 77057

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world
Member

FDIC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/27/2014. Rates are subject to change without notice. Minimum balance required to obtain the advertised APY is $100,000. Stated APY is valid only for
Personal account customers. Certain restrictions and fees may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. Please refer to the Personal Checking and Savings Accounts brochure and the Miscellaneous Service Fees
for Personal, Commercial and Corporate Accounts brochure. Customer must be a citizen or resident alien of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. taxpayer identification number.
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UPDATE

San Jacinto River Authority prepares
for new pipeline construction in ORN
Oak Ridge North residents living along
parts of Robinson Road, Maplewood
Drive and Oak Ridge Grove will begin
to see San Jacinto River Authority water
pipeline construction along their front

OAK RIDGE NORTH
The San Jacinto River Authority
will begin pipeline construction
in Oak Ridge North along parts
of Robinson Road, Maplewood
Drive and Oak Ridge Grove
Drive in January 2015. Because
the construction goes through
high-traffic areas and residential
neighborhoods, the SJRA and the
city of Oak Ridge North are working
to keep residents informed and to
minimize the effect of construction.
The project is expected to take
about six months.
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yards starting in January.
The SJRA is preparing to begin an
estimated six months of construction
in January along the Oak Ridge North
roads, as the agency aims to close out
pipeline construction in time to begin
delivering water in summer 2015, SJRA
spokeswoman Ronda Trow said.
Unlike previous pipeline construction
within the city that took place mainly
along the Kinder-Morgan pipeline easement, which runs east under I-45 and
Hanna Road, and other drainage ditches,
the Maplewood Drive area construction
is expected to lead to some traffic delays
and affect area residents, Trow said.
“Robinson Road will maintain twoway traffic, but you can expect some
traffic delays due to heavy equipment,”
Trow said. “Maplewood will allow
through southbound traffic during the
duration of the project. The northbound
lane, however, will be blocked to accommodate construction in a rolling fashion
as construction progresses along Maplewood.”
The effect of construction on the roads
and residents will be mitigated to a
degree through the use of trenchless construction, which Groundwater Reduction
Plan Administrator Mark Smith said
has the smallest possible effect on the
neighborhood.
“What we are going to be using is
called horizontal directional drilling,”
Smith said. “Basically what they do is
they will have a pit at either end, and
they will drill a tunnel rather than cut
the street up and make a trench. Then
they will grab on to the pipe and pull it
through the tunnel.”
The SJRA will have visible detour signs
displayed in the area prior to construction, and the contractor is required to
put door hangers on homes or businesses
to alert residents of the construction,
Trow said.

Jesse Mendoza

By Jesse Mendoza

Residents living along parts of Maplewood Drive can expect San Jacinto River Authority pipeline construction in the area beginning in 2015. Robinson Road and Oak Ridge Drive will also be affected.

Vicky Rudy, city manager for Oak
Ridge North, said that while the city
does not oversee the project, they will
represent the residents during construction.
“As with all construction, it is inconvenient and messy for a while so we
ask for patience and understanding,”
Rudy said. “We encourage patience and

understanding until we get through the
project. The end result is something that
is beneficial for the city. We will be here
to represent our citizens as we go.”
Normal construction hours are set
between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m., and contractors are required to maintain access for
residents to their homes during those
hours, Trow said.

THE WOODLANDS UPDATE
The San Jacinto River Authority has
continued to make progress on pipeline
construction throughout The Woodlands,
and expects work in the area to be
complete before the end of the year.
“We had substantial completion
inspections this week for [pipeline]
segments W1A, W1B, W2A, W2B,
and W4 [in The Woodlands],” SJRA
spokeswoman Ronda Trow said. “The
contractor will still need to send out small
crews for touch up work and additional
cleaning.”
While commuters may encounter some
construction in the area, such as on
Grogan’s Mill Road and Research Forest
Drive, Trow said construction has been

completed and crews are putting the
finishing touches at the construction
sites. That work includes restriping areas
where the paint has faded, cleaning
manhole lids and covers, replacing
loose air valve vents, site grating along
roadside ditches and establishing grass
along roadside ditches.
“A great deal of work does relate to site
restoration, so though the pipe is in the
ground and traffic has been restored to
normal flow, people can still expect to
see work crews,” Trow said. “Also, the
lines will need to be disinfected which
will require crews to turn valves [and]
open flushing hydrants.”
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Homelessness in Montgomery
County continues to increase
Area agencies offer services to secure housing
By Julie Butterfield

With its multimillion dollar
homes, well-manicured golf
courses and vibrant business
economy, The Woodlands and
south Montgomery County
are likely not places one would
associate with a homelessness
problem.
However, according to Montgomery County, homelessness
in the area is increasing. A
county survey reveals there has
been a 30 percent increase from
2013 to 2014 in people counted
as homeless in Montgomery
County. According to the
survey, the number of homeless individuals in the county
increased from 470 in 2013 to
611 in 2014.
Among the reasons for the
increase is that some people

moving to the county do not
find the jobs they expect to find,
said Nancy Heintz, director of
missions and community
outreach at First United Methodist Church in Conroe.
Heintz said people are moving to Montgomery County
because they believe there are
plenty of jobs in Texas. She said
they also often choose to move
to Montgomery County because
the cost of living is cheaper than
in other cities.
“The cost of living is cheaper
than Houston, so we’re seeing
people that are coming here
thinking that they’ll be able to
make their money go further,”
Heintz said.
Housing shortage
In reality, Heintz said, those

HOMELESSNESS IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

DEMOGRAPHICS

Average age

28.31

Male

63.7%

Female

36.3%

Chronically
homeless
Families with
children

24.5%

FAMILY TYPES
Single individual 67.7%

One parent with children 16.3%
Couple without children 5.3%
Two parents with children 4.6%
Single unoccupied minor 3.2%
Other type of family 2.6%
Only children 0.3%

30%

moving to the county find the
“There are a lot of working
availability of affordable housing poor in our community, and
is at a minimum. She said the
when they are entering housing
housing prices in Montgomery
because they have just gotten
County cut into their wages and
a job—with everything that’s
create conditions for homelessinvolved, utility deposits—it’s
ness. The survey results reflect
just a lot,” Heintz said. “There’s
this: the second-highest reason
a lot of hurdles for people to
respondents reported for homehave to jump over to try to
lessness is “unable to pay rent/
obtain housing.”
mortgage.”
Another challenge is the
“In our community, affordavailability of low-income or
able housing
federally
is a chalsubsidized
“If there are trees, you
lenge,” Heintz
can guess that there’s housing in
said. “If
the area.
going to be somebody
you’re paying
“It’s typsleeping in the woods.” ical for all
more for
your hous[Department
—Sandra Carpenter,
ing, you’re
founder of Angel Reach
of Housing
not going to
and Urban
be balanced. We’ve got that in
Development] housing to be
some cases—it’s just very diffiat 100 percent occupancy,”
cult with people who are being
said Stevi Lamb, co-manager
paid minimum wage [to make
at Fawn Ridge Apartments—a
ends meet].”
low-income housing complex
Heintz said low-income famion Sawdust Road. “It’s typical to
lies or individuals often encounhave a waiting list.”
ter an array of challenges when
Lamb said Fawn Ridge is at
they try to transition from home- 100 percent occupancy with a
lessness to affordable housing.
waiting list of 85 applicants.

“If it’s not 100 percent occupied, it’s 100 percent leased,”
Lamb said. “We’re in between
doing the make-ready.”
The “make-ready” is when the
apartment is being prepared for
a new tenant, Lamb said.
At Fawn Ridge, a one-bedroom apartment rents for $478–
$532, which runs on a sliding
scale depending on income,
Lamb said. A two-bedroom unit
costs from $571–$635, and a
three-bedroom unit runs from
$601–$668.
“The goal is to get [the homeless] into permanent housing
so they can be independent,”
Heintz said. “There’s a huge
need for affordable and transitional housing in our county.”
Ann Snyder, Interfaith of The
Woodlands president and CEO,
said there is a significant shortage in the supply of affordable
housing in The Woodlands and
surrounding areas which Interfaith serves.
“There is a affordable housing in our service area, but the
demand for that housing greatly

A point-in-time survey is conducted during a 24-hour period each January by the Texas Homeless Network and the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development. For the past four years, basic food and clothing, transportation assistance, food
stamps and job training and placement have ranked as the top four services needed most in the homeless community.

TOP FIVE

REASONS FOR HOMELESSNESS

1
2
3
4
5

Unemployment
Unable to pay rent/mortgage
Incarceration
Other
Addiction

PREVIOUS NIGHT’S LODGING
Correctional
facility/jail

19.1%

Transitional
shelter

23.0%

Emergency
shelter

23.7%

Place not meant
for habitation

26.2%
*8% unaccounted for

Sources: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Texas Homeless Network

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

34

58% Unemployed

26% Full-time job
7% Temporary job
5% Regular
part-time job
4% Day labor

77.3%

Respondents
indicated they
were able to work

75.2% 24.8%

Respondents
attained a high
school diploma or
higher degree

Respondents
did not graduate
high school
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exceeds the current supply,”
Snyder said. “Additionally,
complexes that were resources
for the working poor, those
complexes are now accepting
HUD and Section 8 vouchers,
which further strains the supply
of affordable housing.”
According to HUD, HUD
housing and Section 8 housing
refer to federal assistance programs for low-income families
to secure housing in the private
market.

AFFORDABLE
HOUSING

1

Windvale Cir.

45

Affordable housing are public housing agencies that
receive federal funds to deliver HUD vouchers to eligible
families. Eligibility for housing assistance is determined
by income and family size. To be eligible for a HUD
voucher, the family’s income cannot exceed 50 percent
of the location’s median income.

242

1 Woodlands Texas Supportive Housing
8500 N. Windvale Circle
Conroe • 800-466-7722

2 Copperwood II

4407 S. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-4978
Re

3 Harvestwood Apartments
4550 S. Panther Creek Drive
Spring • 281-367-5611

4 Holly Creek Apartments
333 Holly Creek Court
The Woodlands • 281-367-7718
5 Tangle Brush Villa

Holly
Creek Ct.

2

3

3300 Tangle Brush Drive
The Woodlands • 281-543-3630

6 Wood Glen Apartments
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1488

Glenloch Dr.

homeless camps on the east side
of the freeway,” she said.
“If there are trees, you can
guess that there’s going to
be somebody sleeping in the
woods,” Carpenter said.
Snyder said her agency works
with homeless individuals from
The Woodlands and offers a
variety of services and products.
“Interfaith of The Woodlands program coordinators see
individuals from our service
area, which includes south
Montgomery County and north
Harris County, who report they
are homeless,” Snyder said. “We
provide these individuals with
care packages, which include
bottled water, personal hygiene
products and referral information to the Homeless Service
Center of Montgomery County.”
Heintz said there has been
a rise in the number of young
people who are homeless this
year. According to the homeless survey results, the average
age of homeless individuals
dropped from 38 years in 2013
to 28 this year.
“We’re seeing more young
people,” she said. “Young people
aren’t getting enough education
to be hired.”

G o s l i n g R d.

Homeless in The Woodlands
Heintz said the rise of homelessness in The Woodlands’
is reflected in survey results
conducted in the local wooded
areas where surveyors find
camps of homeless individuals.
The homeless camps in The
Woodlands are along Research
Forest Drive up to FM 1488, he
said.
Sandra Carpenter, founder of
Angel Reach, a transitional
living program in Conroe, said
she sees homeless individuals
from The Woodlands at her
facility.
“I’ve had clients that sleep in
the parks in [The Woodlands],
and then [Hwy.] 242 has large

NEWS

Royce Lanning

Associate Attorney

Wendy Lambie

Associate Attorney

Renee Glazer
Paralegal

The strength you need for all your Estate Planning needs.
Two Hughes Landing • 1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard • Suite 200
The Woodlands, TX 77380 • 281.367.1222 • www.thestrongfirm.com
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DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

Updates of new restaurants open in The Woodlands area
1 Bazille, located on the upper level of
Nordstrom at The Woodlands Mall, 1201
Lake Woodlands Drive, opened along
with the department store in October.
Bazille offers fresh salads, specialty
entrées, signature cocktails, a wine list and
housemade desserts. The full-service bistro
also features a full bar.

M all Ring Rd.

Gino’s East opened its first Greater
Houston area location Dec. 11 at 25657
I-45. The restaurant features Chicago-style
deep-dish pizza and a variety of thin crust
pizza, calzones, sandwiches, salads and
craft beer.
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2 Corner Bakery, at 2415 Research
Forest Drive, opened Sept. 4. The casual
café features coffee, bakery desserts and
breakfast menu items. The restaurant also
offers sandwiches, soups and pastas and
fresh salads.

4 Grub Burger, at 2471 Research Forest
Drive, opened Aug. 25. The restaurant
serves in-house ground beef hamburgers
on homemade buns. Grub also serves
handspun shakes, beer and wine.
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5 Hubbell & Hudson Bistro at 24
Waterway Ave., reopened on Dec. 1 after
an extensive renovation. The renovations
include updates to the interior space
and its menu. The restaurant offers an
expanded bar and lounge, multiple private
dining rooms and a Chef’s Room where
Executive Chef Austin Simmons showcases
his creations.
Other openings:

Waterway Ave
.

Lake
Robbins Dr.

Woodloch Fores
t Dr.

Ruggles Green is a fast-casual restaurant
specializing in paninis, pizza, spinach
salad and pasta. Ruggles is a “green”
restaurant, with all-natural menu options.
The restaurant is expected to open in early
2015 at 2501 Research Forest Drive, Ste. E.

Waterway Square Pl.

5

Courtesy Black Forest Ventures

Robard’s Steakhouse opened in
October at The Woodlands Resort, at 125
Autumnwood Way. The restaurant offers
dry-aged steaks and seafood. The bar
offers wine, beer and cocktails. Robard’s
features a large outdoor patio.
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Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Updates of major commercial business in The Woodlands area
1 Development is continuing on the
66-acre Hughes Landing mixed-use
development in The Woodlands. Hughes
Landing is located on the northeast shore
of Lake Woodlands, and when complete,
the development may include up to 11
Class A office buildings, a hotel, dining,
retail and entertainment options, and a
fitness center.

Submitted Photos

Tenants will include:
• ExxonMobil
• Embassy Suites hotel
• Local Pour
• One Lake’s Edge apartment complex
• Escalante’s
• Strike LLC (Now open)
• Whole Foods Market

1

2 Construction of the 385-acre
ExxonMobil campus is underway in Spring.
When complete, the campus is expected
to have more than 20 buildings, including
a 100,000-square-foot wellness center,
a 17,000-square-foot child care center, a
training center, meeting spaces and a lab.
Additionally the campus will house three
large parking garages, on-site dining, retail
services and amenities. The facility is now
occupied by about 2,200 employees. The
campus is planned to accommodate about
10,000 employees, and construction is
expected to be complete by the end of
August 2015.

2

Happy Holiday Season
Josey Varacalli

Heidi Rodrick

Beth Ferester

Vanessa Hadrych

Shannon Wendell

from Beth Ferester and The
Ferester Team at Coldwell
Banker United, Realtors.
We are pleased to serve
Pam Franks

Hope Matthews

your Real Estate needs, from
our affordable Lifestyles
Collection to the prestigious
Previews Program.

713-702-6334
www.ferester.com
Bob Ferester

Carlotta Morris

Somer Lynne
PAdilla

Carolyn Swan
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CITY AND TOWNSHIP

News from the city of Oak Ridge North and The Woodlands Township

Consultants to township: artificial turf at
sports field does not cause cancer
township reported.
The board approved $4.9 million worth
of work that includes installation of
three artificial turf fields that will not use
crumb rubber, but rather an alternative
infill, and two natural grass fields.
The concept design of the Gosling
Sports Park features five fields that could
house activities for a variety of sports.

ling

R d.

Marsco Pl.

Planned
sports
facility

Gos

THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP
The Woodlands Township opted to move
forward with plans for three artificial
turf sports fields and two natural grass
fields after hearing expert opinions that a
substance used as infill on some artificial
turf fields does not cause cancer.
In October, the township board
deferred a decision on whether to install
crumb rubber-based artificial turf at its
planned 25-acre Gosling Sports Park
after an NBC News report detailed
alleged increased cancer rates in youth
soccer players based on an informal and
unscientific study conducted by a Seattle
soccer coach. The coach’s study focused
on former players who played on crumbrubber-based artificial turf.
However, the township board was
assured by its consultant on the project, DMA Sports, that there is no link
between the artificial turf and cancer.
“In discussions with DMA, they contend there is limited evidence to support
the findings reported in the news and
that the current sand and rubber infill
mixture at Alden Bridge Sports Park and
Bear Branch Sportfields [is] safe,” the

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel

ORN overlays city roads with new asphalt
OAK RIDGE NORTH The city of Oak
Ridge North is in the process of overlaying all city roads with new asphalt in
a road improvement project valued at
about $1.2 million.
The two-phase road overlay project is
ongoing and will include renovations of
all city streets, except for Robinson Road,
as early as March 2015, Public Works
Director Joe Sherwin said. The project
is paid for by funds set aside for capital
improvement projects within the city
budget.
“It is primarily just maintenance,”
Sherwin said. “To avoid showing favoritism to one area or another, [City Council] decided to just do it all at once. It also
gives us a pretty good starting period for
our maintenance schedule from here on
out.”

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
The Woodlands Township

2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
Dec 11, 9 a.m.

The first phase includes roads south
of Robinson Road and is expected to be
complete in time for the Christmas holiday. The second phase, which includes
roads north of Robinson Road, is
expected to begin in early 2015 and to be
complete as early as March, depending
on weather conditions and availability of
construction crews, Sherwin said.
Overlay work along Maplewood Drive,
however, will be delayed until after the
completion of planned San Jacinto River
Authority construction in the area.
“We are not doing Maplewood Drive
until the very end because of the SJRA
project, which is a waterline coming in
underneath the pavement,” Sherwin said.
“We don’t want to overlay that until that
project is finished.”

Oak Ridge City Council

Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road. • Oak Ridge North
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl

Dec. 16, 10 a.m.

Careers .

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

Not Just Jobs.

Register now!
Spring registration
is ongoing through
January 10.
Get started on a new career—
such as Land Surveying!
Register online or on campus
www.LoneStar.edu/registration

Amy Maddox

Land Surveying &
Mapping Technology
Geology

Sam Houston State University

LoneStar.edu

Open Doors

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000

In s p e c t i o n s
A f f or d a b l e R e p a i r s
Sup er i or R e p l a c e m e n t s
W i nd / Ha il In s p e c t i o n s
Exter i or Pa i n t i n g & S i d i n g

281.393.7777
4177 Louetta Rd, Ste. 16 • Spring
shamrockrooﬁngtx.com
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CALENDAR

featuring all of your favorites

with lots to choose from for each course!

BY THE WOODLANDS FAVORITE,
THE GENTLE LAMB EXPERIENCE!
WWW.GENTLELAMBEXPERIENCE.COM

13

Chorale music

The Woodlands Chorale Concert
features Pergolesi’s “Magnificat.” Also
performing are the John Cooper School
choirs and The Apollo Chamber Players.
7 p.m. $10, (children under 6) free. The
Woodlands Community Presbyterian
Church, 4881 W. Panther Creek Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-799-4929.
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

13

16 and 30
Health care class

This health care provider class includes CPR
instruction as well as automatic defibrillator
technique training. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. (Dec. 13),
6:30–10 p.m. (Dec. 16), 6:30–10 p.m. (Dec.
30). Call for cost information. The Woodlands
Township Emergency Training Center, 16135
I-45 S., Conroe. 281-210-5820.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

CHAMPAGNE TOAST

AT MIDNIGHT!

$75
$95

per person for upstairs seating
per person for downstairs seating

DANCE FLOOR DOWNSTAIRS, NOISE MAKERS,
FESTIVE HATS & PARTY FAVORS!

RESERVATIONS

FROM 5:00 PM – MIDNIGHT

281.362.0808
WE LOOK FORWARD
TO RINGING IN THE
NEW YEAR WITH YOU!
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Sawdust Rd.
Grogan’s Park Dr.

Budde Rd.

ill R

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE
THE WOODLANDS, 77380

13

through 21
Holiday theater

13

Miss Magnolia Pageant

The Players Theater Company presents “A
Christmas Carol,” a Broadway musical at
The Owen Theater. The story is a tale by
Charles Dickens featuring the curmudgeonly
Ebenezer Scrooge who encounters the
Ghosts of Christmas’ Past. (Dec. 14 and 21),
2 p.m., (Dec. 13, 18, 19 and 20), 8 p.m. $18$22. Owen Theater, 225 Metcalf St., Conroe.
936-539-4090. www.owentheatre.com

The Magnolia Community Foundation
presents its annual pageant. Sophomore,
junior or senior students who live in the
Magnolia ISD area are eligible to compete,
including private-school and home-school
students. The winner receives a $1,000
scholarship provided by sponsor Outback
Western Wear, and the top five finalists
receive a tablet. 7 p.m. $5 (students), $10
(adults). Magnolia High School auditorium,
14350 FM 1488, Magnolia. 281-380-0332.
www.magnoliacommunityfoundation.org

13

Pet adoption

Operation Pets Alive! hosts a dog
and cat adoption at Petco near Trader Joe’s.
Noon–4 p.m. Free to attend, adoption fees
apply. Petco, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands. 713-201-7306.
www.operationpetsalive.org

15

Networking breakfast

The Woodlands Area Chamber of
Commerce event provides an opportunity for

17

Experimental science

19

Pajama pizza party

Worth the TRIP

The Woodlands Children’s Museum
hosts a science exploration demonstration.
TWCM’s “Dr. J” shows kids gooey, fizzy and
explosive science fun. 11:15–11:30 a.m.
Free with $5 admission to the museum.
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775
W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, The
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

Courtesy Becky Galloway

Courtesy Woodlands Chorale

ENJOY A
FOUR COURSE MEAL

LIVE MUSIC

chamber members and guests to meet and
develop business relationships. 7–8 a.m. $10
(members), $15 (nonmembers). Fleming’s
Steakhouse, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive,
Ste. 303, The Woodlands. 281-367-5777.
www.woodlandschamber.org

December

Kids wear pajamas and watch the
movie “Elf.” Hot cocoa, pizza and cookies
are served, and the event features an
appearance by Santa Claus. 7 p.m. $30
(resident), $35 (nonresident). The Woodlands
Township Recreation Center, 5310 Research
Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20

DEC

11

The Houston Cat Club hosts
its 62nd annual show at the
Humble Civic Center. The event features
a pedigreed cat competition, a household
pet competition, children’s activities
and vendor booths. The event benefits
Houston area animal welfare groups, such
as the Houston SPCA, Citizens for Animal
Protection and Special Pals. 10 a.m.–5
p.m. (Jan. 10), 9 a.m.–4 p.m. (Jan. 11). $9
(adults), $7 (military and seniors 65 and
older), $4 (ages 5–12), free (children under
4). Parking is free. Humble Civic Center,
8233 Will Clayton Parkway, Humble.
www.houstoncatclub.org

Health care class

A heart-saver class includes
automatic defibrillator technique training, firstaid training and CPR instruction. 9 a.m.–noon,
noon–3:30 p.m. (first-aid instruction). Call for
cost. The Woodlands Emergency Training
Center. 16135 I-45 S., Conroe. 281-210-5820.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21

Charity Cat Show

Kids day

Kids create projects at The
Woodlands Children’s Museum while parents
shop for last-minute gifts. Cookies and milk
are served. 1–5 p.m. $44 (members), $64
(nonmembers). The Woodlands Children’s
Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

22

23, 26, 29, 30
December camp

Kindergarten students and children
through sixth-grade play games,
participate in sports, listen to songs
and watch skits. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
$35 (member), $45 (nonmember). Two
locations: Oak Ridge Baptist Church,
26569 Hanna Road, Conroe, and South
Montgomery County YMCA, 6464
Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
832-698-1283. www.ymcahouston.org

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Museum

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Museum

40

27

Magic show

The Woodlands Children’s
Museum invites Professor Hughdini to
show kids his magical and comedic
show. 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Free
with $5 admission to the museum. The
Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775
W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, The
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

31

The Four Freshmen

One of the top vocal groups of the
’50s, The Four Freshman quartet performs in
the barbershop tradition. The band plays jazz
with a big band sound. 8 p.m. $35–$65. The
Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.
281-440-4850.
www.cypresscreekface.org
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield
Nature Center. 1300 Riley Fuzzel
Road, Spring. www.facebook.com/
thewoodlandshikingclub

New Year’s Eve party

The Woodlands Children’s Museum
hosts a New Year’s Eve party for kids.
Kids make party hats and participate in art
projects. Other activities include Tom’s Fun
Band, a bubble wrap dance and confetti
drop. 10 a.m.–noon, and 1–3 p.m. Museum
closes immediately after second party. $5 per
child, per session. The Woodlands Children’s
Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste.
280, The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

January

02

Holiday camp

Kindergarten students and kids
through sixth-grade play games, participate
in sports, listen to songs and watch skits.
7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. $35 (members), $45
(nonmembers). Two locations. Oak Ridge
Baptist Church, 26569 Hanna Road, Conroe,
and South Montgomery County YMCA, 6464
Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
832-698-1283. www.ymcahouston.org

03

08
Courtesy Woodlands Hiking Club

07

Ongoing

Hiking club meeting

The Woodlands Hiking Club
meets the first Wednesday of each
month. The club discusses future hikes
and welcomes new members. 7–8:30
p.m. Free. Spring Creek Greenway

Craft market
Buy local crafts from artisans in the area
at the craft market in Magnolia. The craft

FEATURED Event

market features handmade rugs, handbags,
knitted goods, artwork and jewelry,
among other items. Vendors include Elite
Handcrafts, Scott’s Outdoor Furniture and
Mike’s Woodcrafts. The market is held on the
second and fourth Sunday each month, 11
a.m.–3 p.m. (Dec. 14 and 28, and Jan. 11).
Free. Intersection of FM 1488 and FM 1774,
Magnolia. 832-934-2648.
www.sweetmagnoliapickins.net

Farmers market
Each Saturday the Grogan’s Mill Village
Center hosts a farmers market. Various
vendors offer fruit, vegetables, Texas
meats, bakery goods, dog snacks, sodium
lauryl sulfate-free soaps and more. 8 a.m.–
noon. Free. 2230 Buckthorne Place, The
Woodlands. www.grogansmillvillage.com

Online Calendar
DEC

14

Winter bird count

Bird enthusiasts hold an informal
count of wintering and resident birds at Jesse
H. Jones Park and Nature Center. The event
is for participants age 12 and older. 7:45 a.m.
Free. Jesse H. Jones Park & Nature Center,
20634 Kenswick Drive, Humble.
281-446-8588. www.hcp4.net

Book club

South Montgomery County Friends
of the Library Fiction Book Club invites
readers to discuss “The Headmaster’s
Wager,” by Vincent Lamb. Light refreshments
are served. 2 p.m. Free. Mitchell Library, 8125
Ashlane Way, The Woodlands. 936-442-7728.
www.countylibrary.org

Courtesy Mike Baxter

31

Tomball German Market

The German food and market
festival includes 175 vendors
offering mulled wine, stollen, bratwurst
and more ethnic festival food. Dutch
Santa makes a visit along with a variety of
entertainers on five music stages. Activities
include rides, a petting zoo, a bungee jump
and pony rides. 10 a.m.–10 p.m. (Dec. 13),
10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Dec. 14). Free admission,
parking and shuttle. Old Town Tomball, near
historical Train Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm St,
Tomball. 281-379-6844.
www.tomballgermanfest.org

Find more or submit The Woodlands
events at
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar.
To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition, they
must be submitted online by the
fourth Friday of the month.
Sponsored by

Community IMPACT 1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25”
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LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

2015
April
01 Nickelback, 7:30 p.m.
25 Chris Tomlin, 7 p.m.
May

17
18
23
24
27
30

Larry Gatlin, 8:30 p.m.
Crystal Gayle, 7:30 p.m.
Ian McLagan, 8:30 p.m.
Neal McCoy, 8:30 p.m.
Haley Cole, 8 p.m.
Tracy Lawrence, 8:30 p.m.

February
01 Blood Sweat & Tears, 5 p.m. and

Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Jesse Mendoza

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St.
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
December

		 8:30 p.m.
06 Tracy Byrd Trio, 8:30 p.m.
07 BJ Thomas, 8:30 p.m.
10 Statesboro Revue, 8 p.m.
13 Asleep at the Wheel, 8:30 p.m.
14 John Conlee, 8:30 p.m.
15 The Association, 7:30 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon
19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com

02

ZZ Top and Jeff Beck, 7 p.m.

07 Lana Del Rey, 7:30 p.m.
July
31 Idina Menzel, 8 p.m.
August
08 5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

December
19 Kevin Fowler, 10 p.m.
26 Roger Creager, 10 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Cafe
463 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

2015

281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
app store and Google Play

January
09 Ronnie Milsap, 8:30 p.m.
10 Ronnie Milsap, 8:30 p.m.
13 Adam Hood, 8 p.m.
14 Ezra Charles, 8 p.m.
15 Marc Broussard, 8:30 p.m.
16 Eric Johnson and Mike Stern,
		 8:30 p.m.

26 Adam Carroll and Owen Temple,
		 8 p.m.
29 John Evans Band, 8 p.m.
30 Shellee Coley, 8 p.m.

January
03 The Mystiqueros, 8 p.m.
07 Johnny Lee, 8 p.m.
09 Justin Michael Bell, 8 p.m.
10 Benastar, 8 p.m.
14 Adam Hood, 8 p.m.
15 Songtelling and Warren Hood, 8 p.m.
16 Billy Joe Shaver, 8 p.m.
17 Zack Walther Band, 8 p.m.
21 Dirty River Boys, 8 p.m.
23 Zane Williams, 8 p.m.
24 James McMurtry, 8 p.m.
28 Mark Jones & Twenty Paces, 8 p.m.
30 Carolyn Wonderland, 8 p.m.
31 Steve Krase and Trudy Lynn, 8 p.m.

Will Makar & The Red Line, 8:30 p.m.

2015

		 7 p.m.

		 8 p.m.
19 Cool Freddie & The Crew, 7:30 p.m.
22 Two Tons of Steel, 8 p.m.

		 Urbina Jones, 8:30 p.m.
13 Jason Cassidy, 8:30 p.m.
17 Cody Canada, 8 p.m.
19 Ty Herndon, 8:30 p.m.

20 The Damn Quails, 8:30 p.m.
27 Gary P. Nunn, 8:30 p.m.
31 Mike Zito & The Wheel, 9 p.m.

26 Radney Foster
27 Hal Ketchum, 8:30 p.m.
31 New Year’s Eve with Level One,

12 Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.
17 Band of Heathens, 8 p.m.
18 Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines,

2015

26

Gary Kyle, 8:30 p.m.

Brandon Rhyder, 8 p.m.

December
11 Rosie Flores and Stephanie

December
12 Mark Chestnutt, 8:30 p.m.
13 Mark Chestnutt, 8:30 p.m.
16 Darden Smith, 8 p.m.
18 Carolyn Wonderland, 8:30 p.m.

20

11

January
02 Miles Williams, 8:30 p.m.
03 Cody Jinks, 8:30 p.m.
09 Blake & Fallon, 8:30 p.m.
10 Milk Drive, 8:30 p.m.
15 Josh Grider, 8:30 p.m.
16 Uncle Lucius, 8:30 p.m.
17 Micky & The Motorcars, 8:30 p.m.
22 Mason Jennings, 8:30 p.m.
23 Cyrus James, 8:30 p.m.
24 Kyle Hutton Band, 8:30 p.m.
29 Chris Knight, 8:30 p.m.
30 The Black Cadillacs, 8:30 p.m.
31 Max Stalling, 8:30 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room
6503 FM 1488
Magnolia • 832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com
December
11 Sam Watson, 7:30 p.m.
12 Jenn Harris, 7:30 p.m.
13 The Silvertones, 7:30 p.m.
17 Damon, 7:30 p.m.
18 Sheri Lavo, 7:30 p.m.
19 Keeton Coffman, 7:30 p.m.
20 Brian Pounds, 7:30 p.m.
26 Duane Vincent, 7:30 p.m.
27 Susan Hickman, 7:30 p.m.
31 Jenn Harris Band, 7:30 p.m.

2015
January
02 Luke Novick, 7:30 p.m.
03 Scott Haskins, 7:30 p.m.
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HOLIDAY CALENDAR

Holiday events in and around The Woodlands
Row Park, 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstx.com

December

11

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Mayor’s Holiday Reception

11

and 18
Merrier Thursdays

The Woodlands Mall hosts a Merrier
Thursdays event that features live
performances, holiday hosting tips, a personal
poet and a happiness patrol. 5 p.m. Free. The
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-363-3409.

12

through 24
Pictures with Santa

The Woodlands Mall hosts photo
opportunities with Santa Claus daily through
Dec. 24. The mall also hosts a photo
opportunity with Santa Claus for pets on
Dec. 15. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Mon.–Sat.), noon–6
p.m. (Sun.), 9 a.m.–6 p.m. (Dec. 24). $32. The
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-363-3409.

12

Kids Night Out

The Woodlands Township presents
a Winter Wonderland theme and activities
for children. The monthly event features
games, arts and crafts, special activities
and dinner. 6–10 p.m. $30 (residents), $35
(nonresidents), $5 (sibling discount). The
Woodlands Township Recreation Center,
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

13

Christmas in a Kayak

The Woodlands Parks and Recreation
Department hosts a holiday kayaking event
where residents can join Santa Claus on
a kayaking adventure from Riva Row Park
through Lake Woodlands to Northshore Park.
The kayak trip ends with a gift hunt. Children
must be accompanied by an adult in the
kayak. 9 a.m. $45 (parent-child pair). Riva

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Museum

Oak Ridge North Mayor James Kuykendall
hosts a holiday reception for residents,
city staff and their familes. The celebration
features a dinner catered by Alonti Catering
from at ORN City Hall Council Chambers. 6
p.m. Free. Oak Ridge North City Hall, 7424
Robinson Road. 281-292-4648.
www.oakridgenorth.com

13

Breakfast with Santa Claus

Families have a pancake breakfast
with Santa Claus at The Woodlands
Children’s Museum during its annual
fundraiser. The event includes a buffet
breakfast, live music, crafts, a photo
with Santa Claus and a Christmas letter
activity station. 8–11 a.m. $30 (children),
$15 (adults). The Woodlands Children’s
Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

13

Breakfast with Santa

The Woodlands Resort hosts a
breakfast buffet featuring Santa Claus and an
ice princess. Santa Claus and the princess are
available for photographs. 8:30–11:30 a.m.
$21.95 (adults), $16.95 (children age 12). The
Woodlands Resort, 2301 N. Millbend Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-364-6292.
www.woodlandsresort.com

18

Community hayride

The Oak Ridge North community
hayride returns this season. The event
features Christmas lights, carols, hot
chocolate and wassail. The hayride begins
at Houser Elementary school and admission
is one nonperishable food item per person
for the Montgomery County Food Bank
Backpack Program. Children age 12 and
under must be accompanied by an adult. 6
p.m. and 7 p.m. 27370 Oak Ridge School Rd.
www.oakridgenorth.com

19

Deck the Halls

The Woodlands Parks and Recreation
Department hosts this tree-decorating family

Proudly serving children and
their families since 2000.
Like us on Facebook to information
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy
In Clinic Treatment

Social Skills

Shadowing

The Shape Of Behavior

Diagnostic Services

26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

event in which attendees are invited to make
ornaments, decorate a 4-foot tree to take
home and drink hot cocoa. Preregistration
is required. 4:30 p.m. $60 (resident family),
$70 (nonresident family). The Woodlands
Township Recreation Center, 5310 Research
Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20

Candy cane hunt

Residents participate in a flashlight
hunt for candy canes at Rob Fleming Park.
The Woodlands Parks and Recreation
Department event features a flashlight candy
cane search, hot chocolate and presents
delivered by Santa Claus. Preregistration
is required. 7 p.m. $15 (resident), $20
(nonresident), $5 (sibling discount). Rob
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20

Gingerbread house activity

Parents and children are invited
to make gingerbread houses. Participants
build and decorate a gingerbread house with
gumdrops, peppermints and frosting. Parent
participation is required with children ages
5–12. Preregistration is required. Noon. $20
(residents), $25 (nonresidents), $5 (sibling
discount). Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside
Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20

Holiday breakfast

Families are invited to eat pancakes
at The Woodlands’ version of the North Pole.
Participants join Santa Claus and his reindeer
for a pancake breakfast, holiday crafts and
a photo. 9 a.m. $40 (resident family of four),
$70 (nonresident family of four) $8 (each
additional family member). Rob Fleming Park,
6055 Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21

Breakfast with Santa Claus

Children and families enjoy a catered
breakfast with Santa Claus at this event
sponsored by The Woodlands Parks and
Recreation Department. The event features
breakfast by a fireplace, holiday music
and pictures with Santa. Registration is
required. 9 a.m. $40 (resident family of four),

$45 (nonresident family of four), $7 (each
additional family member). Rob Fleming
Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21

Picnic with Santa

21

Evening with the elves

Residents are invited to join Santa
Claus for a picnic lunch during a holiday
event hosted by The Woodlands Parks and
Recreation Department. The event features
a picnic, holiday-themed crafts and a
photo with Santa Claus. Preregistration is
required. 1 p.m. $40 (resident family of four),
$45 (nonresident family of four), $8 (each
additional family member). Rob Fleming
Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive. The
Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Woodlands Parks and
Recreation department hosts an event that
features dinner with Santa Claus and his
elves as well as s’mores. 5 p.m. $40 (resident
family of four), $45 (nonresident family of
four), $8 (each additional family member).
Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

22

and 23, 26, 29–31
Kids camp

Children build gingerbread houses, visit
Santa Claus and his elves and participate in
themed games during Christmas break day
camps. The event is open to children ages
5–12. 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. $50 (per day), $15
(per sibling discount per day), $100 (discount
if signed up for all days). Rob Fleming
Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

31

New Year’s countdown

The Woodlands Children’s Museum
hosts New Year’s High Noon Countdown.
The celebration features entertainment by
Tom’s Fun Band, horn blowing, noisemakers,
a bubble wrap dance and a confetti drop.
10 a.m.–noon, 1 p.m. –3 p.m. $5. The
Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 W.
Panther Creek Drive. The Woodlands.
281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org
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Learning Express Toys
Shop features fun and educational toys

Sabrina Olmos, left, and Deb Tandy sit on Plasma Cars, one of the store’s top selling items.

Learning Express Toys sells books for children
of all ages.

Who’s counting?

Lauren Schrodt plays with the catch toy Smakaball, a popular item with customers.

Learning Express Toys

PlasmaCar is for ages
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“We are back to the classics,” Tandy
said.
She said the retro toys like Life Bright
are designed to help kids learn patterning
and color recognition. Toys like Simon
reward children for following directions.
PlasmaCar, a riding toy crafted to help
with gross motor skills, is a popular seller
at Learning Express.
Tandy said wooden toys are popular
now, too, because people are concerned
about their children being exposed to the
harmful chemicals in plastics. Customers visit Tandy’s store to find toymaker
Melissa and Doug items such as wooden
dollhouses, toy blocks and wooden puzzles and trains.
“Wood is antibacterial, so people love
it,” Tandy said. “You don’t have to worry
about chemicals with wooden toys.”
Learning Express Toys also offers a
variety of educational books with a preteen section.
“Toy stores tend to forget about
tweens,” Tandy said.
The store also features BeanBoozled,
a jelly bean game in which players take
a dare with flavors. The game offers
pleasing flavors such as juicy pear, berry
blue or peach, but players run the risk of
munching on the taste of lawn clippings,
stinky socks or baby-wipes.
“You wouldn’t expect baby wipes to
taste horrible, but they do,” Tandy said.

Kuy

D

eb Tandy, owner of Learning
Express Toys, holds a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree
in finance and marketing and once
worked for the Ford Motor Company in
Michigan. When her family moved to
The Woodlands 10 years ago, she stayed
home with her kids. She said she took a
sudden turn from a professional life in
Michigan to being a stay-at-home mom
in The Woodlands.
“I used my MBA for the [Parent
Teacher Organization],” Tandy said.
Six years later, Tandy was shopping at
a previous Learning Express Toys store
in The Woodlands and learned the store
was planning to close. She inquired with
the owner about the toy business, and the
more information she gathered, the more
her interest was sparked.
“It just sounded like the perfect fit,”
Tandy said. “I love marketing. I love
toys.”
She opened her own Learning Express
Toys in the Alden Bridge Village Center
in October 2011.
Tandy said everything Learning
Express Toys offers has educational
value. She said toys should be like the
best teacher a child has, the one who
made school fun as well as educational.
Popular toys at the store are often classics like Fashion Plates, Spirograph, Life
Bright and Simon.

Photos by Julie Butterfield

By Julie Butterfield

A

a year

Learning Express features nostalgic and trendy
candies.

Toy Volkswagen vans are among the nostalgia
items offered at Learning Express Toys.

A top seller is
Loopdedoo Kit that
makes friendship bracelets.
They’ve sold

103

this year

8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 140
The Woodlands • 281-298-0444
www.learningexpress.com
Hours: Mon.–Wed. 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.,
Thurs. 9:30–7 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 9:30 a.m.–
6 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Chandeliers . Fans . Lamps . Shades . Accessories . Gas Lanterns . Landscape Lighting . LED . Lighting Controls

Anthology
l igh t ing
Coming soon...

February 2015!
32411-A FM2978 | 2978 at Egypt Lane | AnthologyLighting.com
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Southern Home Furnishings
Furniture store celebrates 10 years in business

Research Forest Dr.

Valley Wood Dr.

Pinecrof t Dr.

Borough Park Dr.

45

Briar Rock Rd.

45

Medical Pla za Dr.

25403 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-419-8688
www.shfurnishings.com

26211 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 832-246-8848
www.woodlandsunique.com
www.boutique.woodlandsunique.com

Courtesy Southern Home Furnishings

Southern Home Furnishings owner Donald Harkey
and employees run the family of stores.

The store offers an assortment of clocks similar
to its predecessor, Woodlands Clocks and Gifts.

Store openings and features:

• Southern Home Furnishings opened in
October 2004 as a spinoff of Woodlands
Clocks & Gifts. The store features traditional and transitional furniture and home
accessories.
• Boutique at Woodlands Unique launched in
July and offers an array of gift options.
• Woodlands Unique opened in November
2014 and features medium to high-end
furniture, art and home décor as well as
fashion apparel.

Jesse Mendoza

Woodlands Unique

Southern Home Furnishings occasionally features bedroom and dining furniture.

Candles, gifts and accessories are sold at the
furniture store.

New Year Sip & Shop:

Woodlands Unique will hold a New Year Sip
& Shop event featuring cocktails, healthy
snacks and organizing tips for customers.
The event will be hosted at Woodlands
Unique on Jan. 8 and 9 from 2–6 p.m.

Jesse Mendoza

Southern Home Furnishings

“Southern Home is the offspring of
Woodlands Clocks and Gifts,” co-manager Connie Nojeim said. “So now
Woodlands Unique is a spinoff of Southern Home because we work with a lot of
designers, and this store is more design
focused. We just keep evolving with the
needs of our customers.”
Boutique at Woodlands Unique is an
online shop similar to Woodlands Clocks
and Gifts that features gifts and accessories, such as candles, lotions and clocks
available for order.
Co-manager Kimberly Payne said
the family of businesses has also been
successful because of the tight-knit relationship Harkey fosters among the store
employees.
“We all work really well together,”
Payne said. “I think that talks volumes of
Don—he treats everyone like they are a
part of his family. All of us feel like each
of our co-workers is a family member,
and I think that is why our business has
grown.”
Some of the proceeds from Southern
Home Furnishings and Woodlands
Unique go to the Kathie S. Harkey Breast
Cancer Foundation, which was established in her honor and directly benefits
MD Anderson in The Woodlands.

Jesse Mendoza

A

fter 10 years in The Woodlands
community, Southern Home
Furnishings continues to grow
its business to meet the needs of its
customers.
Owner Donald Harkey planted the
seeds that would become Southern Home
Furnishings in 2000, when he and his
late wife, Kathy Harkey, established
Woodlands Clocks and Gifts in The
Woodlands. The business evolved into
Southern Home Furnishings in 2004,
offering living room furnishings and
occasionally featuring dining and bedroom furniture as well.
Co-manager Katie Fritch said Southern Home Furnishings has been successful because of a vested interest in
matching customers with the best piece
for their home, something that encourages customers to return.
“We try not to pressure people into
buying something just for the sake of
making a sale,” Fritch said. “We want it
to look good in their home and reflect
well on our store.”
Since opening, Southern Home Furnishings has spawned a couple of other
businesses in The Woodlands—Woodlands Unique, and Boutique at Woodlands Unique.

Jesse Mendoza

By Jesse Mendoza

Southern Home Furnishings has offered furniture
and home decor accessories for 10 years.

STAY SEASONABLY COMFORTABLE
AIR OF HOUSTON
Family Owned & Operated

Air Conditioning • Heating • Water Heaters • Residential • Commercial

Servicing All
Makes & Models
Licensed • Insured & Bonded
TACLB014135E
We Support Our Troops!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

True 24 Hour Emergency Service
Family Owned & Operated
10 Year Parts & Labor Warranty Available
Fast, Courteous Service on All Makes & Models
Never an Overtime Charge
Senior Citizen Discount
Annual Preventative Maintenance Contracts
Real Estate Inspections
Financing W.A.C.

$54.95 $100 OFF $65 OFF

Safety Heat Check

Additional Units $49.95
Per Unit

With Coupon. Valid on Residential jobs only.
Not valid on Sundays, holidays, or after hours.
Not valid with any other offer or coupon.
Expires 4-1-2015.

Any Repair Over $300

Purchase & Installation
of any HVAC Equipment

-OR- Water Heater Installation

Valid only for residential jobs. With coupon.
Not valid on Sunday, holidays or after hours.
Not valid with any other offer or coupon.
Exp. 4-1-2015.

Valid only for residential jobs. With coupon.
Not valid on Sunday, holidays or after hours.
Not valid with any other offer or coupon.
Exp. 4-1-2015.

CALL OUR OFFICE FOR OTHER GREAT SAVING OFFERS!

BOOK YOUR SERVICE ANYTIME! CALL OR GO ONLINE

WWW.AIROFHOUSTON.COM

281-890-0990 • 281-370-4999 • 281-446-7511 • 281-350-9392

Services
•
•
•
•
•

Post Surgical
Transportation Assistance
Light Housekeeping
Grocery Shopping and Errands
Meal Preparation

•
•
•
•
•

Medication Reminders
Personal Care and Grooming
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
Companionship
Respite Services & Much More
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Black Walnut Café

Concept remains unchanged after relocation

• The Whip (white blend), $36 (bottle), $12
(glass)
• Orin Swift Prisoner (red blend), $57 (bottle)
• 10 rotating craft beer selections, including
brews from Southern Star Brewery and
Buffalo Bayou Brewing Co.

The restaurant offers a full-service bar that features craft beers, wine and cocktails.

Black Walnut Café’s breakfast and brunch is
served until 11 a.m. on weekdays and until
4 p.m. on weekends.
• Eggs Benedict–Two poached eggs, toasted
English muffin, Canadian bacon, potatoes,
cayenne citrus hollandaise ($8.25)
• Bacon cheeseburger Benedict–Two
poached eggs, two mini-burger patties,
toasted English muffin, American cheese,
diced bacon, potatoes, cayenne citrus
Hollandaise ($8.75)
• Lobster Benedict–Two poached eggs,
peppered bacon, seasoned lobster, toasted
English muffin, potatoes, cayenne citrus hollandaise ($14.25)

The restaurant offers a variety of pastries, homemade gelato and bakery items.

Favorites

Among the favorites is the Darn Good Burger,
which features 10 ounces of certified Angus beef.

Black Walnut Café
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• Santa Fe Salad–Grilled marinated chicken
breast, roasted corn, black beans, cheddar,
tortilla strips, pico de gallo, sweet bell peppers, house greens, spicy mango cilantro
dressing, garlic bread ($12.75)
• Darn Good Burger–10-ounce certified Angus beef, sautéed onions, mushrooms,
peppered bacon, cheddar, lettuce, garlic
cream cheese, onion bun ($11.50)
• Asian BBQ Salmon–Grilled Asian barbecue
salmon, sweet bell peppers, broccoli, snow
peas, red onions, scallions, cilantro, honey
ginger sauce ($16.50)

Dr

“We have 100 items on the menu, from
salads to fish to steaks to sandwiches, all
custom made-to-order,” Vice President of
Operations Joe Brassard said. “You can eat
here every week and not have the same thing
twice.”

il s

Black Forest Café offers more than 40 wines,
stored and served at the proper temperature,
said Joe Brassard, vice president of
operations. The restaurant also offers a
variety of craft beers and selections from
local breweries.

Benedicts
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a

Wine and Beer

Black Walnut Café features enclosed patio-style dining with windows that remain open in good weather.

w

The new banquet room features the
same type of windows as well as the
latest technology installations and a
full-service bar accessible only to those
utilizing the private room.
Brassard said the inclusion of a
banquet room in the design of the new
location was important because few
restaurants exist in The Woodlands
capable of hosting events. He said since
the new location opened in November,
Black Walnut Café has already hosted
five events in its private banquet room.
Black Walnut Café now has 10 locations in Texas, including a restaurant
at Galaxy Fixed Base Operation at the
Lone Star Executive Airport in Conroe,
but The Woodlands was the site of the
first cafe when it opened in 2002.
With all that is new and all that is
familiar at Black Walnut Café, Brassard
said the restaurant’s culinary concept—
one that focuses on providing an array
of freshly made dishes from a variety of
styles—remains unchanged.
“We want to have enough offerings so
that if you’re in the mood for something
with a Japanese flair, and your buddy
wants a burger, you can come here and
eat,” Brassard said. “Our menu speaks
to our what our essence is. We want
anyone to be able to come here and get a
great product for anything that they are
looking for.”

Ne
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isitors to Black Walnut Café’s
new location on New Trails
Drive will find that not much
has changed from its previous site on
Research Forest Drive. The menu is the
same, the relaxed atmosphere is intact
and even the layout was replicated.
“We wanted to make sure we left
enough elements in the restaurant to
make sure that it was still home,” Vice
President of Operations Joe Brassard
said.
Although Black Walnut’s new location
offers a host of similarities, Brassard
said there have been some
improvements to ensure a better guest
experience. Those improvements include
a larger parking lot with electric car
charging ports, a banquet room that can
accommodate more than 100 guests and
more booth seating.
“We have been here almost 13 years.
The Woodlands has been a great home
to us,” Brassard said. “This is where we
opened our first store, these are our
guests here we’ve grown to love and we
wanted to have the capacity to take care
of everyone who has been so great to us
over the years.”
Among the improvements at the New
Trails Drive location is a patio-style dining area that features an exterior brick
design and large vertical windows that
can remain open during good weather.

Photos Courtesy Black Forest Ventures

By Brian Walzel

9000 New Trails Drive
The Woodlands • 281-362-1678
www.blackwalnutcafe.com

We teach Intensive English as a second language
and Spanish to children and adults!
Programas de ingles para niños, adolescentes y adultos
Group and private settings available.
Clases en grupo y privadas

25602 I-45 N. Ste. 105
Spring, TX 77386

281.465.0899

crossingbordersgroup.com
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DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR?
If not, get your hearing checked before the holidays. With our 2-Week Free Trial, now is the time!

HEARING AIDS

2-WEEK*

FREE TRIAL

+ Price Match Guarantee‡

As the strongest network of Hearing Care Professionals in the country, with over 300 centers nationwide, we are committed to helping more people stay connected to all the
joyful sounds this holiday season through better hearing, better care and the best state-of-the-art digital hearing aids.
Take advantage of these special offers all month long:
• Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡
• 0% Financing†
• Free Hearing Consultation

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!

1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com
(1.888.426.6632)

We accept Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Aetna, Cigna and other health plans. See center for details.

CONNECT HEARING

FORMERLY BEAL HEARING AID CENTERS

Houston – 350 N Sam Houston Pkwy E, Ste 255
Houston – 3924 N Shepherd Dr
Humble – 1702 E First St, Ste F

FORMERLY AUDIOLOGY AND HEARING AIDS OF THE WOODLANDS
Kingwood – 2665 Royal Forest Drive, Suite B140 (*Lyric Center)
Montgomery – 18001 Hwy 105 West, Suite 101 (*Lyric Center)
The Woodlands – 9001 Forest Crossing, Suite E (*Lyric Center)

1-888-627-0662

*Provider of Lyric, the world’s first and only 100% invisible, 24/7 wearable, hearing aid offered at this location.
*Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Two Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or
advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of purchase. † 0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established for this offer, or the income you report is insufficient based on your obligations, we
may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary hearing screening and consultation required. Some restrictions apply. Offer expires 12/31/14.

Canongate_GiftofMembership_Ad_OL.indd 1

11/18/14 4:30 PM
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Perfect
Blend
Bakery Café

Blue
Mug Café
By Julie Butterfield

The peppermint mocha at Perfect Blend Bakery
Café features espresso, dark chocolate sauce and
peppermint flavor and can be served hot or cold.

Perfect Blend Bakery Cafe

Sawdust Rd.

2978

la
n

d

329 Sawdust Road
Spring • 281-203-5115
www.perfectblendbakerycafe.com

Blue Mug Café

oo
W

Budde Rd.

45

Blue Mug Café’s cucumber martini is made with
gin, fresh cucumber, elderflower, simple syrup and
lemon juice.
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Julie Butterfield

F

amily-owned Perfect Blend Bakery Café serves housemade croissants, scones, kolaches, muffins
and custom-made cakes. The café offers
more than 30 different flavored lattes.
Perfect Blend features a wintry peppermint mocha. The hot drink is made with
two shots of espresso, dark chocolate
sauce and peppermint flavor. The milky
foam on top adds an airiness to the dark
roast of the espresso.
Perfect Blend owner Cassandra Kohl
said the peppermint mocha can be
prepared over ice as well.
“We do everything iced,” she said.
“Our iced lattes are like candy bars in a
cup.”
Perfect Blend’s coffee beans are
ordered locally from Lola Savannah
Coffee Company in downtown Houston.
Lola roasts the beans daily, which are
delivered to Perfect Blend about once a
week to ensure freshness, Kohl said.
“Everything we make is custom and
fresh,” she said.

lue Mug Café is a casual counter-service restaurant featuring
eclectic menu items, such as
corn tortilla tacos, avocado egg rolls and
watermelon delight salad. The café serves
breakfast, burgers and sandwiches, and a
variety of entrees.
Blue Mug Café also has a full bar,
featuring a happy hour Monday through
Friday from 3–6:30 p.m.
One of the popular specialty cocktails
is the cucumber martini. Bartender and
Bar Manager Richard Spearman said it is
a staple drink at Blue Mug.
The martini is made with Hendrick’s
Gin infused with fresh cucumber and
mixed with elderflower, simple syrup
and lemon juice. The drink is served cold
and garnished with mint and a slice of
cucumber.
Spearman said the cucumber martini,
which costs $10.95, is ordered about 10 to
20 times per week.
“When four girls come in, three out of
the four will choose the cucumber martini,” Spearman said. “It’s nice and light
and complements the gin very well.”

Brian Walzel

B

By Julie Butterfield
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30420 FM 2978
The Woodlands • 281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com
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Andy Walters

Oak Ridge North Chief of Police
By Jesse Mendoza

Oak Ridge North City Manager Vicky Rudy
describes Police Chief Andy Walters as a character.
Walters describes himself as a mammal. Walters has
spent 41 years in policing, and for 27 years Walters
has been a part of the Oak Ridge North police force,
including his current position as chief of police,
which he earned in 1999.
Walters said he has hired every officer who works

in the department today, and he aims to continue
the policing tradition in the city through them
and future generations of Oak Ridge North police
officers. Walters is a certified forensic hypnotist,
graduated from FBI command leadership institute
and the Blackburn Law Enforcement Institute.
In his spare time Walters likes to travel and go
camping with his family.

ORN Police Department by the Numbers

4

Patrol officers

1
1

Chief of police

Detectives

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental
officer

5

Larceny: 47
Assault:15
Burglary: 9
Motor vehicle theft: 6
Forcible rape: 1
Robbery: 1
Criminal homicide: 0

Part-time
bailiff positions

What is the biggest challenge you
face as a police agency?
Building and maintaining the trust of
our citizens. It is something that we hold
tantamount in the police department—
providing exceptional service for our
citizens. The reason that is a challenge is
because, at times, we have to deal with
the citizens and it is difficult. Depending
on what your definition of fairness is—if
we arrest you, your feeling is it would be
more fair if we cut you loose. At times we
will upset a citizen because we will make
an arrest on them or a kid or we will
write them a ticket or we will have some
police action. To us, fairness is treating
everybody exactly the same. I have this
obsessive disorder about fairness.
Are there any challenges related to
having a small police force?
A football team doesn’t have all quarterbacks. You have to have somebody to

catch the ball. The coverage for our patrol
is you have two officers per shift per day,
under ideal circumstances. Out of that we
cover 336 man-hours per week with those
10 individuals. We have challenges when
we send them off for training, we have
vacations, we have sick days and other
things that pull the officers out. There are
times when we have one officer, but there
is never a time when we have no officers
out [patrolling].
How does having a small police
force benefit the officers?
I would put any of our officers up
against any big city police officer, and they
will police [well] because our officers are
exposed to so much more and expected
to know so much more. It doesn’t matter
if you are in a big city or a small city, the
same steps have to be taken with fewer
people.

Jesse Mendoza

11

2014 Oak Ridge North crime statistics
through Nov. 20:

How do you work with other first
responders throughout the county?
We have a tremendous relationship
with the Sheriff’s Office. We have a great
relationship with Shenandoah. Through
interlocal agreements, Shenandoah can
come over here and do the same job
that we do in our city, and we can do
the same job in their city. If there is an
event that takes all of our officers off the
street, Shenandoah Police Chief John
[Chancellor] will send his officers down
[to ORN] to patrol and take calls and be
first responders for us, and vice versa. We
work with fire and EMS also.
How have things changed in
ORN since you first joined the
department?
When I started here, I-45 was four
lanes. People did actually leave their keys
in the ignition of their cars. There was
innocence in the community that I don’t

think you see now, and that is kind of
heartbreaking. The city of Houston and
Harris County have such a strong police
presence that the experienced crooks are
now moving out of those areas, and they
are coming into the suburbs. So we are
not getting new and inexperienced crooks
that are easy to catch.
What are you most proud of with
your service at the department?
I was fortunate that I was brought up
in this business by old [school] police
officers. I was indoctrinated into the idea
that you don’t let them get away. It is a
philosophy that I have insisted on in the
police department. The tradition of police
is important, so I feel honored that I got
to know the officers from that era, and I
was able to take some of the good things
and bring them to today and pass them to
the young officers who in 30 years, I hope,
will pass them to the next officers.

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG
www.johncooper.org
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John Chancellor
Shenandoah Chief of Police

Jesse Mendoza

It is no surprise the 6-foot-4-inch Shenandoah Chief of
Police John Chancellor was once an aspiring professional
basketball player. The desire to pursue his lifelong interest in
law enforcement won out. Chancellor earned a degree from
American Public University in Emergency and Disaster
Management and is a graduate of the 204th session of the
FBI National Academy. He is also a graduate of the Law
Enforcement Institute of Texas.
“I have always been intrigued with police work, and the
opportunity to lead men and women who are likeminded is
a lot of fun,” he said.
Chancellor grew up near Aldine and considers himself a
native Houstonian. The Shenandoah Police Department has
been under his direction for 18 years. Chancellor said several
factors contribute to his achievements.
“The success I have had in life can be attributed to my
faith in God, the world’s best support cast in my family and
the outstanding men and women of the Shenandoah Police
Department,” he said.

XXXXXXXXXXXXX

By Julie Butterfield

What sort of changes has the city
seen over the years?
For us in the police department, we
see an increase in our call volume just
from the sheer number of people who
pass through our city. When you have
more than a quarter million vehicles pass
through your city, something is going to
happen. When you’re traveling south on
I-45, by the time you get to Willis, you
really can’t tell what city you are in until
you run out of concrete in Galveston, and
certainly criminals don’t know city limits
or county lines. I want to do my best to
make the people who live here and those
that visit feel as safe as possible.

other agencies. It took me a couple of
years to get the right officers in place, and
some of them were not right for Shenandoah either. We have a new process now.
When there is an opening for a shift, the
officers and sergeant who has the opening
sit down with each candidate that makes
it through the physical and written tests
that we administer and go through a set
of questions with each candidate. The
shift as a whole, along with the patrol
lieutenant, grades each candidate. They
decide which candidate they believe to be
the best fit for the department and who
will gel with the shift where he or she will
be working.

delays in our response time. We have seen
an increase in our call volume of over 70
percent in the past two years.

What was a problem you inherited
when you became chief and how did
you resolve it?
I inherited some folks that really didn’t
need to be police officers. The folks I
wanted to keep already had sights on

What sort of policing challenges
does Shenandoah encounter most?
Traffic is an issue for all of us, but it is
inherently a bigger issue for police. Not
only in dealing with increase in accidents
[and] traffic hazards, it also causes serious

What city-sponsored activities
does the department participate in?
The city sponsors an Easter egg hunt,
a small Fourth of July Parade, National
Night Out party, Halloween Safe Street
and the Lighting of the Angels, all of

which the police department plays a role
in. The city is also the host of the NCAA
Division III Swimming and Diving
Championships for 2015 and 2017. What
is fun about working in Shenandoah is
that while all of these events are not the
sole responsibility of the police department, all city employees pitch in and help
at every event.

How does Shenandoah plan to
manage crime with the city’s
growing population?
Probably the biggest problems we struggle with in Shenandoah are referred to as
crimes of opportunity—car burglaries,
shop lifting, etc. The Shenandoah Police
Department has had a strategic plan in
place for a number of years, and each year
we look at the changes in our call volume
and different police activities and plan
accordingly.

2014 Shenandoah crime
2014 Oak Ridge North crime statistics
through Nov. 20:
•
•
•
•

Assault: 13
Robbery: 4
Criminal homicide: 0
Forcible rape: 0

1
ON ALL IN STOCK!
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PRICE!
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SIERRA 4DR $
TEXAS EDITION

27,977 ACADIA 29,982 TERRAIN 22,968
NEW 2015

$

NEW 2015

299 Mo$0 Down 2

Sale Price $23,968 Less $
$1000 Factory Rebate
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Only 25 Minutes from
The Woodlands
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PRICE!

NO PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS! 1
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NEW 2015

$

39,948 ENCLAVE $33,991
NEW 2015 BUICK

YUKON 377 Mo 0Down
beckandmastengm.com 11300 1960 WEST 1-832-604-4477

Sale Price $31,477 Less $
$
2
$3500 Factory Rebate 318 Mo 0 Down

Sale Price $31,732 Less $
$1750 Factory Rebate

268 Mo$ 0 Down 2 Take the back way!

$

$

2

Sale Price $35,991 Less
$2000 Factory Rebate

$

329 Mo$ 0 Down 2

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only... 1) On Select New 2014/2015 GMC Sierra 1500s and Select New 2014/2015 Buicks In Stock. 0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Mos Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. W.A.C...For the first 90 days
from date of purchase through Ally. Not available with some other offers. See dealer for details. 2) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L Due at Lease Inception, Cash or Trade. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. All) Prices + TT&L. Only One Ad Unit Per
Family. The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. Prices and Rebates subject to change due to Factory incentive changes after release of publication of this ad
BECK.14164.10x2.94woodlands.IMPACT.dec.indd 1
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52

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

FEATURES

281-500-8600

We wish you a

MCHRISTMAS
E R RY
Rochelle Pondt, D.O.

Family Care in
Your Neighborhood

HAPPY

Compassionate Care for
Your Entire Family

ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

&

Bijoy Mukherjee, D.O. Michele Hernandez, FNP-C

Diabetes
High Blood Pressure
High Cholesterol
Asthma
Infections
Blood Disorders
Heart Disease
Digestive Disorders
Kidney Problems
Brain and Nervous System Disorders
Musculoskeletal and Dermatologic Disorders
Stroke

2015

Immunizations
Well-Woman Exams
Physical Exams - Adult & Child
Cancer Screenings
Onsite EKG
Basic Laboratory Testing

WindroseFamilyMedicine.com | Schedule online 24 hours/day
20423 Kuykendahl Rd. Suite 100, Spring, TX 77379

Thank you.

NEW YEAR

SERVICES

281-500-8660

3205 COLLEGE PARK DR.
THE WOODLANDS, TX 77384
936.273.4286

Caldwell Companies recently recognized as
the GHBA 2014 Houston’s Best Developer.
• Community of the Year– Rock Creek
• Community Landscape Design of the Year– Willowcreek Ranch
• Master Plan Landscape Design of the Year– Towne Lake
• Interactive Point of Sale Experience of the Year– Towne Lake
• Sales Information Center of the Year– Towne Lake
• Humanitarian of the Year (Business)– Caldwell Communities

At Caldwell Companies we strive to build extraordinary communities that enrich lives, create lasting relationships and connect
people. That’s why we are honored to receive such recognition from the GHBA. Additionally, we are forever grateful for
our many wonderful builders, loyal homeowners and dedicated partners. Without you, creating great places would not be
possible. We sincerely thank you for your continuous support.

Experience all we have to offer at CaldwellCommunities.com
067-757 Tomball CommImpactAd Dec 10x6.04 MECH.indd 1

11/20/14 2:52 PM
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World Affairs Council of Houston
Lecture series highlights international issues

S

ince the fall, The World Affairs
Council has worked to enlighten
area residents on international
issues through its series of speakers, a
series that has gained in popularity in
just a few months.
Five years ago, Ken Harman, founding steering committee member of
the World Affairs Council of Houston
in The Woodlands, heard about the
council through a friend and began
to travel downtown to attend council
events. There, Harman met Linda
Wuest, executive director of WACH.
Between the two, the idea of bringing
the council to The Woodlands began
to coalesce.
Membership doubled since the
first lecture in October to the second
lecture Nov. 17, Wuest said. She said

the event brought a large audience to
the Lone Star College ballroom for the
second lecture by Ari Shavit, author of
“My Promised Land.”
“It is a great credit to The Woodlands community that the first two
programs were embraced with such
enthusiasm,” Wuest said.
The council was founded in Chicago
in 1918 with the aspiration to keep
the U.S. informed and engaged with
international events. Conscientious
Americans wanted to raise awareness
of world affairs after the devastation in
Europe following World War I.
Wuest stressed the importance of
understanding the context in which
events occur. She said the objective of
WAC is to make this understanding
easy and enjoyable.

Upcoming lectures

*Dates for future lectures have not been announced. All lectures are free.
• “Hopes and Fears on the Streets of Egypt,”
Samer S. Shehata, University of Oklahoma
• “Security Policy Issues Now Facing the Middle East,” Prince Turki Al Faisal,
Saudi Arabia
• “Growing Security Challenges in Africa,”Col. Thomas Dempsey (ret.)
National Defense University

“The founders’ goal was to keep
America engaged in the world and
informed about international events,”
Wuest said. “That goal is as important
today as it was at the end of World
War I.”
Retired AP world geography teacher
Susan Hollier introduced many of
her students at The Woodlands High
School to the council.
“My goal is to create culturally literate global citizens, and World Affairs
Council [of] Houston is an integral
part of that,” Hollier said. “Well over
1,000 students in The Woodlands have
been affected by World Affairs Council. My students have met and talked
to Condoleezza Rice and important
people that they never would have had
an opportunity to meet.”

Lecture series venue
Re

se

AUTUMN LEAVES OF THE WOODLANDS

BETTER MEMORY CARE.
BY DESIGN.
Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands provides a safe, secure environment
for those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.
Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one
is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals
that understand the demands and needs of our residents.

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,
our mother is loved and well cared for
by an extraordinary group of people.”
– an Autumn Leaves family member

(832) 764-5324 | AutumnLeaves.com

hF

Gosling Rd.

10700 Montfair Blvd. | The Woodlands, TX 77382 | ID# 104378

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(832) 764-5324
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Lone Star College System
Star of Texas Ballroom
5000 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands

Julie Butterfield

By Julie Butterfield

The World Affairs Council of Houston hosted Israeli author and
columnist Ari Shavit in November as part of its lecture series.

World Affairs Council Houston

610

TC

Je

s te

rB

2500 E. TC Jester Blvd.,
Ste. 350
Houston • 713-522-7811
www.wachouston.org
l vd

.
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WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?

texasoralsurgery.com
Spring | The Woodlands | Magnolia | Conroe | Huntsville

EXPERIENCE THE WARMTH AND WONDER OF
CHRISTMAS WITH US THIS YEAR.
Bring your family and invite some friends. We’ve got a place for
everybody in one of our ten Christmas services, which run Sunday,
December 21 through Christmas Eve. We offer a variety of worship
styles in our chapel and main sanctuary, as well as in our newly
expanded Loft Worship Center.
Visit thewoodlandsumc.org/christmas for a full schedule of events.
There’s something for everyone to behold this Christmas at
The Woodlands United Methodist Church.

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr. | The Woodlands, TX 77380
thewoodlandsumc.org

|

281.297.5900
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MainStreet America

Homebuilder creates ‘theme park for adults’

A

lthough the park has been open
more than a year, a multitude
of motorists drive by MainStreet America every day and likely
wonder what could be housed inside the
45,000-square-foot mansion and the
dozen custom homes along I-45.
“That [is] probably our biggest challenge—people don’t know what it is,” CEO
Mike Feigin said. “They might show up at
the front door and go, ‘What is it?’ And
when they come back out four hours later,
they go ‘Ah, this was awesome. This is the
greatest experience I’ve ever had.’”
The brainchild of Feigin, owner of
custom homebuilder DesignTech Homes,
MainStreet America showcases 12
different custom homes with a twist. Not
only can consumers tour the custom
homes and get design ideas for themselves
through the constantly updated decor,
but they can scan and educate themselves
about the products inside.
Feigin said the park, which opened
in February 2013, took 12 years to open
after he created the first business plan in
the early 2000s. He concocted the idea
through attending trade shows.

“I went to trade shows, and we’d see
a lot of really neat products and be able
to engage the manufacturer and talk to
them,” he said. “Then you’d leave that
trade show and you’d never really see the
products or how they were used.”
Customers can walk the 420,000 square
feet of showroom space and learn more
about each product thanks to the Technological Educational Devices—hand-held
scanners developed by MainStreet—
given to them before they enter the park.
“That was one of the main things—[as]
an educational experience—was to be able
to educate the consumer and have them
know what they’re looking at,” he said.
While some display items are not available for purchase on-site, with the addition of the furniture store, customers can
purchase thousands of pieces of furniture,
decorations and accessories throughout
the homes, Feigin said. Even the homes
themselves are for sale.
“If you love the home that much, we’ll
build it for you, but if you like 50 percent
of it and you like 50 percent of another
house, we’ll combine those two together
and build whatever you like,” he said.

Courtesy MainStreet America

By Matt Stephens

MainStreet America is a custom home showcase facility that allows visitors to purchase products.

In addition to the culinary school and
restaurant housed inside, MainStreet also
hosts special events, including live music,
farmers markets and Christmas on MainStreet, a series of holiday events in which
each house is decorated for Christmas.
Most customers come from the Houston area, but Feigin said the park sees
customers from every state in the U.S.
“Every time I visit my son in Houston, I
tell my husband to take me here,” Chicago
resident Susan Schulze said. “[The park]
gives you all these design ideas. I just love
this place so much.”

MainStreet America
E. Cypresswood Dr.

45

18750 I–45
Spring • 281-825-4429
Mon.–Wed. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Thu.–Sat. 10
a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
www.mainstreetamerica.com

Discover The Difference
With Cosmetic Dental Solutions
from America's Family Dental
All three of our dentists are Diplomates of the International Dental Implant
Association, which is one of the most exclusive dental implant societies.
The elevation to Diplomate is the highest honor a professional dental
society can bestow upon its members.
Additionally, our dentists are among the top Lumineer doctors in the
country and they regularly provide training and instruction to other area
dentists on the latest techniques in prepless veneers.

Get your new smile
and discover the
difference of America’s
Family Dental today!

Two Convenient
Locations to Serve
You – Call Now!

Ask about our No Shot, No Drilling,
Painless Veneer Solution.

8 Lumineers for $ 5,495!
Tomball

Spring

616 West Main Street

1100 Rayford Road, Suite 100

www.TomballLumineers.com

www.WoodlandsLumineers.com

281.290.8000

281.602.8843

www.AmericasFamilyDental.com
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Merrill Lynch welcomes Drew Hudson
to the Friebel Allizadeh Hudson DeLoit team
Connecting your financial life to what matters most begins
with a lifelong conversation. With 21 years of financial
experience, Drew can work with you to cultivate a deep
understanding of your unique situation and the life you want
to live. Quite simply, your goals are his.

Friebel Allizadeh Hudson DeLoit
Drew Hudson
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor
281.364.2175

C

Bill Friebel, CFP®, CAP®, CRPC®
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor
281.364.2151

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

Danny Allizadeh
Financial Advisor
281.364.2141

K

Heidi DeLoit
Financial Advisor
281.364.2183

Merrill Lynch
9595 Six Pines Drive, Suite 8380
The Woodlands, TX 77380
http://fa.ml.com/faa

Life’s better when we’re connected®

The CAP® mark is the property of The American College, which reserves the sole rights to its use, and is used by permission.
CFP® is a certification mark owned by the Certified Financial Planning Board of Standards, Inc., and is awarded to individuals who
successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements. CRPC® is a registered service mark of the
College for Financial Planning.
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith
Incorporated (“MLPF&S”), a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation
(“BofA Corp.”).
Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol, Merrill Lynch and Life’s better when we’re connected are trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
© 2014 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | ARPMT984 | AD-10-14-0741.C | 470958PM-0714 | 11/2014
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Rayford Road Civic Association
Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

BOARD MEMBERS

VICE PRESIDENT
Paul Alli

—Paul Cote, RRCA president

TREASURER
Brian Desilets

SECRETARY
Jess Bailey

BECOMING A MEMBER
Membership is not required to attend meetings
$35 per year per voting member
$500 per year per organization
• Special offers from local sponsors
• Networking with other community
• Access to VIP member-only events
organizations
• RRCA board voting privileges
• Able to post events on website
• Opportunities to meet federal, state and
• Voting privileges
local officials

Meets monthly at the Spring
Creek Nature Center on the
first Thursday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. Additional
meetings are held as needed.

Dec. 18

Proposed Management District
Presentation & Update

Jan. 1

Ray ford R

WHERE

PRESIDENT
Paul Cote

“There really hasn’t been an encompassing body to engage the residents of our
area. We have asked them what their concerns are, how they feel about our area,
and asked them to share those thoughts with us. From that, we have created a list
of priorities to address those issues of the public, of the people that come to our
meetings.”

WHY

The Rayford Road Civic Association is a nonprofit organization that aims to represent
the homeowners and businesses in the 77386 and 77385 ZIP codes in the Rayford
Road area. Through its mission statement, the organization aims to build a strong
sense of community, improve quality of life and serve the Rayford Road community.

WHEN

WHAT

About the RRCA

WHO

Courtesy Rayford Road Civic Association
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Area covered by RRCA
Meeting location:
1300 Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring
www.rayfordroadcivic.org
Info@rayfordroadcivic.org

.

Riley Fuzzel Rd.

Monthly Meeting

Feb. 5

45

Monthly Meeting

HOME & COMMERCIAL SERVICES
Pest • Pool • Lawn • A/C • Heating • Security
TPCL#6398

LI#0018431

Lawn

B-17954 ACR-1764910

TACLB56387E

Security

ONE CALL
SOLVES IT ALL

Rodent

A/C

MENTION COMMUNITY IMPACT AND RECEIVE:

$35 OFF

A ONE TIME A/C OR HEATING REPAIR

HOME & COMMERCIAL SERVICES

EXPIRES 12/31/14

Pest • Pool • Lawn • A/C • Heating • Security
TPCL#6398

LI#0018431

TACLB56387E
PEST & TERMITE
• RODENT & WILDLIFE • LAWN & LANDSCAPE
POOL & SPA • AC & HEATING • SECURITY

B-17954 ACR-1764910

713-730-9500

ABCHomeandCommercial.com/Houston
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The ABCs of home schooling
In the Harris and Montgomery county areas, an increasing number
of parents are opting to pull their children out of the public education
system and choosing to provide a more customized form of learning
through home schooling.
“I think there’s less and less barriers to home schooling, and Texas is very
supportive,” said Laura Rich, Magnolia resident and home-school parent. “I
know I’m definitely in the minority for home schooling for secular reasons. A
lot of parents do it for religious reasons or also testing concerns.”
There are a variety of home-school organizations serving families
in the area and catering to different religious and academic beliefs,

By Liza Winkler

Texas law
regarding
home schooling

The Texas Education Code applies to state tax
funded educational institutions only.
There is no minimum number of
teaching days required per year.

Legal terms

There are no testing requirements.

have
The Texas courts
schooling to
determined home
ivate school,
be classified as pr
s do not fall
and private school
tion.
under state regula

There is no formal filing required to partake in
home schooling. However, it is recommended
to notify the school’s office before
withdrawing children from class.

Source: Texas Home School Coalition Association and A2Z Home’s Cool

Back to basics
Conroe Area
Christian Home
Educators
The group is Christian
based and offers a large
network of families.

Home Explorers
The organization is
secular and welcomes a
variety of beliefs.

Serving:

Montgomery County

Tomball, Magnolia, The
Woodlands, Spring,
Humble, Kingwood and
Montgomery

Founded:

Founded:

Serving:

1988

Membership:
more than 250 families
www.cacheonline.org

Little Arrows
Homeschool
Support Group
The group is Christian
based and caters to a
small circle of families.

The organization is inclusive
and open to all families.

Serving:

Conroe, Willis, Magnolia,
Montgomery and The
Woodlands

Montgomery County

Founded:

Membership:
19 families
bit.ly/1yPgHhx

Serving:

Founded:

2008

2013

Montgomery
County Area
School at Home

Membership:
fewer than 20 families
www.freewebs.com/
littlearrowshsgroup

including Little Arrows Homeschool Support Group, Montgomery County
Area School at Home, Conroe Area Christian Home Educators and Home
Explorers. These groups offer a wide range of support for home-school
families, such as park days, field trips and voluntary class sessions.
Formerly a public school teacher, Hillary Embry, home-school parent and
member of Home Explorers, said she began home schooling her 9-year-old
daughter last year. Embry said she became frustrated with standardized
testing and the lack of fine arts being taught in the public school system.
“We are home schooling for academic reasons,” Embry said. “We like
the freedom of being able to let our kids learn what they want to learn.”

Home-schooling methods
There are a number of learning styles developed within the home-school community. Parents and
students can stick to a more traditional form of classroom learning with textbooks or opt for a more
eclectic experience to combine a variety of skills, such as art, music and literature.
CLASSICAL: The method consists of teaching
based on three stages of learning—grammar,
logic and rhetoric. Grammar focuses on learning
facts, memorization and knowledge gathering.
Logic involves applying reasoning and logic to
the knowledge, and rhetoric allows students to
learn wisdom and judgment.

MOORE FORMULA: Raymond and Dorothy
Moore created the Moore Foundation to offer
support and guidance for home-school families.
One of their theories involves formal schooling
being delayed until at least age 8, with younger
children focusing on service through chores and
play time.

UNIT STUDIES: The style is popular among
parents due to the interactive nature of the
learning of all subjects through the study of one
topic. Families are able to teach multiple age
levels at the same time through multilevel units.

WALDORF: The method by Rudolf Steiner
became popular in the late 19th and early
20th centuries in Europe and emphasizes a
holistic liberal arts education where subjects
are not separated. Activities and experiences
are encouraged in early education rather than
learning from textbooks.

CHARLOTTE MASON: The method is
based on the teachings of a 19th century
educator named Charlotte Mason. Students
receive a multifaceted education through books,
nature journals, music, art, poetry and literature.
UNSCHOOLING: The classification refers
to families who do not use formal curriculum
and believe in natural learning opportunities
without textbooks. John Holt, who is one of
the founders of the movement, coined the
term unschooling.

COMPUTER BASED: Curriculum is provided
through an online company or a home-based
program through CDs.
ECLECTIC: The method combines a variety of
several home-school styles.
TEXTBOOKS: Some families use textbooks
to provide curriculum similar to a classroom
environment for their children.

Source: The Home School Mom

2005

Membership:
more than 188 families
http://mashhomeschool.
tripod.com

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION AND COLLEGE: Home-school parents decide when

to graduate their children from high school. Some local home-school organizations offer
diplomas and graduation ceremonies with caps and gowns. Colleges accept home-school
students based on transcripts and SAT/ ACT test scores.

WE OFFER CARE TO ALL WOMEN WITH A GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CONDITION

RECLAIM YOUR LIFE
OUR MISSION
To provide comprehensive, personalized, evidence based
gynecologic oncology care to women

COMMON
SERVICES WE
PROVIDE
SCHEDULING
936-447-9490 (office) • 832-442-4657 (fax) • Ghpmagynonc.com

• Evaluation and treatment of ovarian, uterine,
cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers
• Evaluation and treatment of cervical and
vaginal dysplasia
• Evaluation and treatment of vulvar intraepithelial
neoplasia
• Evaluation of complex adnexal or pelvic masses
• Evaluation of postmenopausal bleeding
• Second opinions
• Risk reducing surgery for BRCA and Lynch
gene mutations.

OFFICE LOCATIONS
17521 St Luke’s Way
Suite 180
The Woodlands, TX 77384
22710 Professional Drive
Suite 202
Kingwood, TX 77339
837 FM 1960 West
Suite 106
Houston, TX 77090
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Hosted by

Sponsorship
Opportunities

Sporting
Clay
Tournament
April 23, 2015
Creekwood Shooting Sports
2824 Hwy. 105 W
Conroe, TX 77304

Individual: $275
Team of Four: $950
* A veteran (fifth shooter) will be
assigned to each team.

Includes: 50 clays/ammo, golf cart,
dinner, shirt and awards.
Registration: 3:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start: 4:00 p.m.
Dinner Start: 6:30 p.m.

Presenting Sponsor - AVAILABLE!
Red Sponsor - SOLD!
Woodforest National Bank

White Sponsor - SOLD!
TAG Electric
Dernicle Encore

Blue Sponsor

Randy Roan
JT Miller
Efficient Wealth Management

Sporting Clay Sponsor
Stibbs & Co.

Heroes Sponsor
For those unable to participate but would like to
sponsor a team of Heroes to shoot in their place.

Underwriting
Opportunities
Beverage Station Sponsor - SOLD!
Blanton Advisors
Better Bookkeepers

Trophy Sponsor - SOLD!
Brady for Congress

Ammo Sponsor
Accron, L.P.

Game of Chance Sponsor - SOLD!

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital

Dinner Sponsor - SOLD!

Benefitting

McKenzie’s Barbque

Shirt Sponsor - SOLD!
Proceeds benefit the TIRR Memorial
Hermann Military Veterans fund at
Memorial Hermann Foundation.
Design Services by:
Media Sponsor: Community Impact

Wells Fargo

Website Sponsor - SOLD!

Wright Business Technologies

Sponsorships and Teams are
Available and you can contact us
at: 281.364.0245 or 713.242.4450
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ART CORNER

The Woodlands
High School Art Trust

Program provides avenue for fine art display

Parking, & Shuttle

Old Town Tomball

Jan. 30, 7–8:30 p.m.
The Woodlands High School
6101 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
Free and open to the public

Co

ar
ch For
es

Rd.

6101 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 713-398-7627
www.twhsat.org

Park Dr.
llege

G

939

Own a New $
Home for

Enjoy your new lakeside home today!
LGI Homes at Lake Breeze rewards
homeowners with an amenity rich
community and affordable new homes.

45

lin
g

The Woodlands High
School Art Trust

r.

FREE
Admission,

German Christmas
Market &Festival

The Woodlands High School Art Trust’s fifth annual
event features the unveiling of this year’s selections
as well as an auction of painted wooden palettes.

tD

Fri 6pm-10pm
Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 10am-6pm

2015 Palettes & Paintings

se

December 12th- 14th

The Woodlands High School Art Trust was established in 2011 and features 20 works of art by Texas
artists in the halls of The Woodlands High School.

Re

chooses 15 selections, which are put to
a vote by TWHS students. The top three
works are unveiled at the annual Palettes
& Paintings event in January.
Now in its fifth year, Cosculluela said
the students’ selections have evolved over
time.
“Most people go with something safe,
like an abstract or a portrait [when
selecting art],” she said. “But it’s been
interesting to see how each year the students pick something a little different.”
Once the top selections are unveiled,
the student committee purchases as
many of the top five works as it can
afford, which Cosculluela said typically
is all five. She said the budget to purchase
works is about $3,000, and is money that
is raised each year through the school’s
homecoming dance.
The 20 works purchased so far are on
display throughout the school.
“We try to place them so that students
pass by some of them at some point
during their day,” Cosculluela said.

os

A

rt culture is readily apparent in
The Woodlands, with more than
50 pieces of public art scattered throughout the community. The
Woodlands Waterway Art Festival, held
each spring, is one of the most popular
and successful art shows in the country,
according to ArtFair SourceBook.
But despite the public art and festival,
The Woodlands lacks a true art museum.
The Woodlands High School is working
to change that.
Through The Woodlands High School
Art Trust, 20 works of fine art are on
display for all to see.
“To me, this is The Woodlands art
museum,” said trust board member
Susan Cosculluela. “Because we’re public,
and we’re free.”
Through The Woodlands High School
program, a student committee establishes relationships with Texas artists
who submit their works for possible
selection into the trust and eventually for
display at the school. The committee then

Photos by Brian Walzel

By Brian Walzel

NO DOWN

*

/mo.

PAYMENT
REQUIRED
!

FE AT U R ES I N C LU D E
New 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes

Detached Garages

$10,000 Worth of Upgrades

Gated Entrance

Appliances Included

Swimming Pool

Open-air market featuring over 175 unique street merchants.

4 Music Stages 4 175 Street Vendors
German & Festival Food, Beer, Wine
Petting Zoo 4 Street Performers
Souvenirs, Arts & Crafts, Antiques

COTTAGE
STYLE
LAKESIDE
HOMES!
*P&I. Price $171,900 at 4.875% Fixed, 30 Year Term, OAC. Prices and rates are subject to change without notice. Home pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price.

Old Town Tomball Near
the Historical Train Depot Plaza,
201 S. Elm

Don’t wait, call now for an appointment! Open 7 days a week - 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

(866) 341-9849 EXT 1116
www.LGIHomes.com/LakeBreeze
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Volunteer Guide 2014
The holiday season and the new year bring plenty
of opportunities for local citizens to volunteer their
time and talents to the many nonprofit organizations
seeking assistance. From sorting food to clerical tasks
to afterschool tutoring, the southern Montgomery
County area offers many opportunities to give back to
the community.

The Montgomery County Women’s Center needs volunteers year-round to help in the administrative offices in
Conroe and The Woodlands, work in the Something Special
retail shop in Portofino Shopping Center, provide child care
so women can attend counseling, provide shelter assistance,
work the hotline and provide personal or legal accompaniment. Volunteers must fill out an application online, and
training is required for anyone working with clients or their
children.
1600 Lake Front Circle, Ste. 100, The Woodlands
936-441-4044 • www.mcwctx.org

Montgomery County Habitat for Humanity brings together
volunteers and community organizations to build and
renovate simple, affordable homes for families in need. To
date, Montgomery County Habitat for Humanity has built 95
homes in the county. Volunteers are needed for family
selection committees, family support groups, church
relations, development, Habitat’s ReStore resale shop and
events.
1501 S. Seventh St., Conroe
936-441-4663 • www.hfhmctx.org

Courtesy The Special Angels of The Woodlands

Panther Creek Inspiration Ranch uses equine–assisted
therapy to help individuals suffering from physical, mental
and emotional challenges. PCI Ranch is seeking volunteers
age 15 and older to work as sidewalkers, offer horse preparation, help with special projects at the organization’s farm,
perform administration and data entry, and provide assistance with special events and community projects.
25902 Glen Loch Drive, The Woodlands
281-719-9322 • www.pciranch.org
The Tamina Community Center provides children, parents
and families of the Tamina community with access to educational resources, tutoring and support for children, adult
computer classes, activities and assistance for seniors.
Volunteers are needed for afterschool tutoring programs,
service work around the community center and for work
assignments at the center’s food pantry and clothing store.
18955 Main St., Conroe
281-465-4646 • www.taminacenter.org
The 200-plus volunteer members of the Assistance League
of Montgomery County provide assistance for children
and seniors throughout Montgomery County through its
10 philanthropic programs, such as providing clothing for
needy school children and blankets for seniors. Volunteers
are required to provide a $50 annual membership fee, attend
monthly chapter meetings and work once a month at the
thrift shop.
26 N. San Jacinto St., Conroe
936-760-1151 • www.assistanceleaguemont-co.org
Breast Cancer Charities of America holds four annual
events, including a Chocolate and Wine Tasting, Stiletto
Sprint, a spring golf tournament and fall gala. Money raised
through the organization’s events goes to its Help Now Fund,

Adult Day Care

Courtesy CASA

Montgomery County Youth Services provides crisis
counseling, shelter programs and prevention services to
Montgomery County youths with the goal of strengthening
families and keeping students in school. MCYS is seeking
volunteers for its special events as well as clerical and
administrative support and volunteers to entertain and cook
for children at youth shelters.
1600 Lake Front Circle, Ste. 130, The Woodlands
281-292-6471 • www.youthmc.org

Montgomery County United Way needs volunteers for its
programs and events. More than 235 people volunteer on
an ongoing basis to help make decisions about program
funding, strategic planning, volunteer events and campaign
fundraising. Volunteers are also needed for MCUW’s Day of
Caring event, in which volunteers are matched with community service projects, and to read for the organization’s Family Reading Every Day early childhood education program.
1600 Lake Front Circle, Ste. 248, The Woodlands
281-292-41558 • www.mcuw.org

The Special Angels of The Woodlands provides an activity
center for adults with mental and physical disabilities to participate in self-esteem, physical training and social
competence activities. Volunteers help the organization load
and unload buses, distribute craft materials and assist during
field trips. The organization also welcomes volunteers with
special skills, such as craft-making, singing and fundraising.
200 Pruitt Road, Spring
281-292-2073 • www.specialangelsofthewoodlands.org

which assists those battling breast cancer with emergency
financial services to help pay rent and utilities.
8505 Technology Forest Place, Ste. 604, The Woodlands
936-231-8460 • www.thebreastcancercharities.org

CASA, or Court-Appointed Special Advocates, is Montgomery County’s only court-appointed organization advocating for abused and neglected children. Advocates ensure
children are helped through legal and social services and do
not languish in inappropriate group or foster homes. Advocates stay with each case until the child is placed in a safe,
permanent home. CASA is seeking volunteers to become a
child advocate, to offer event planning and to provide office
assistance.
412 W. Phillips St., Ste. 107, Conroe
936-441-5437 • www.casaspeaks4kids.com
Children’s Books on Wheels provides books for underdeveloped rural communities, which includes more than 300
children in Montgomery and Walker counties. In addition, the
organization has donated more than 10,000 books in nearly
10 years. Volunteers are needed for school tutoring and
mentoring, mobile literacy sites, community events, book
distribution, tax preparation assistance and book reading at
storytime events.
9845 Sleepy Hollow Road, Conroe
281-844-7596 • www.childrensbooksonwheels.org
Children’s Safe Harbor helps children who have been victims of physical or sexual abuse in Montgomery County and
surrounding counties. Volunteers are needed for the family
services team, which works one-on-one with children and
families, and for the multidisciplinary support team, which
assists the professionals working each case.
1519 Oddfellow St., Conroe
936-756-4644 • www.childrenssafeharbor.org

TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Woodlands
Parkway
I-45

Our Services:

26207 Oak Ridge Dr.
Suite A

I-45

Oak Ridg
e Dr.

Budde Rd.

Executive Director & Co-Owner
281-419-3600
281-361-7000
mlisas1019@gmail.com

157 Nursery Road • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.sarahcare.com/woodlands

New
Arrivals

Budde Rd.

Frailty & Physical Dependence
Memory Impairment
Stroke and Parkinson’s
Chronic Diseases
Isolation and Depression

Lisa Suarez

Nursery Rd.

Redefining Fine Furniture

I-45

We care for:

Dr.

Nursery Rd.

Oak Ridge

Healthcare • Day Center • Personal Care •
Versatile Activity Program

Sawdust Rd.

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More
26207 OAK RIDGE DR. STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380
281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday by Appointment Only
www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com • Info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com
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Volunteer Guide 2014
The Education for Tomorrow Alliance needs volunteers for
several of its youth outreach programs, including the Future
Focus program, which engages junior high students through
interactive workshops, and the Student Internship Program,
which helps graduating seniors explore their career opportunities.
3200 College Park Drive, Ste. E205, Conroe
936-271-6150 • www.efta-us.org

Keep Montgomery County Beautiful works to enhance
the community environment of Montgomery County through
waste reduction and recycling programs, litter prevention,
beautification and improvement projects and environmental education. Volunteers are needed for the organization’s
Growing Green plant sale, art contest, manning booths at
events and festivals and serving on the board of directors.
6606 FM 1488, Ste. 148, Magnolia
www.kmcbtexas.org

Friends of Texas Wildlife supports the rehabilitation of
Texas wildlife and educates the community on area species.
The organization relies on volunteers for rehabilitation, transportation, data entry, assistance with the grounds, phone
committee and basic administrative duties.
P.O. Box 130786, The Woodlands
281-259-0039 • www.ftwl.org

The Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital seeks
volunteers for the information desk, golf cart drivers, gift
shop workers and for perioperative services. Orientation
and training is held monthly and volunteers must adhere to
the uniform dress code policy and be willing to have patient
contact. The hospital also offers a 12-month junior program
for students who are accepted once a year.
9250 Pinecroft Drive, The Woodlands
713-897-2392 • www.memorialhermann.org

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Museum

Volunteers at the Montgomery County Animal Shelter participate in dog walking, cat care, off-site adoption programs,
customer assistance, dog bathing and foster care. The organization cares for an average of 500 lost and stray cats and
dogs in the county daily.
8535 Hwy. 242, Conroe
936-442-7738 • www.mcaspets.org

Courtesy Interfaith of The Woodlands

Interfaith of The Woodlands provides a variety of assistance services to residents of The Woodlands area, including
bill pay assistance and food donations as well as counseling,
family assistance, job locator and senior services. Volunteers
are needed for food drives, food pantry assistance, shifts at
the resale store, grocery delivery, transportation programs,
and special events.
4242 Interfaith Way, The Woodlands
281-367-1230 • www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

The South Montgomery County YMCA offers a variety of
youth and adult health, sports, child care and recreational
programs at its three branches. Volunteers can serve on the
board of directors or committee, help raise funds, coach
team sports, and influence policy at local YMCA branches.
6145 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands
281-367-9622
www.ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county/

The Montgomery County Food Bank distributes more
than 6 million pounds of food annually to more than 37,000
low-income children, adults and seniors living in Montgomery
County. The Food Bank is in need of volunteers age 16 and
older to inspect, sort and box food, help at special events,
and donate talents and professional services.
111 S. Second St., Conroe
936-539-6686 • www.mcfoodbank.org
The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council delivers the annual
Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival each spring. The two-day
event features the work of 200 artists, as well as performance
artists and local child artists, and it requires nearly 600 volunteers every year. Volunteers must be at least 18 years old
and receive free entry to the event to browse before and after
their assigned shifts.
P.O. Box 8184, The Woodlands
www.woodlandsartfestival.com
The Pavilion Partners organization is the official volunteer
group of the Center of the Performing Arts at The Woodlands. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion is a part of the
Center, and volunteers are able to be a part of event volunteer groups, be a performing arts volunteer, plan fundraisers
and promote the organization’s scholarship program.
2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands
281-363-3300 • www.woodlandscenter.org
The South Montgomery County Friends of the Library
is dedicated to creating awareness in the community of
the specific needs of both the Montgomery County South
Regional Library and the George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Library. Volunteers are given an opportunity to participate in
book sales, hospitality, the friend’s room and mailings.
8125 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands
936-442-7728 • www.smcfriendsofthelibrary.org

The Woodlands Children’s Museum educates and entertains children through the use of crafts, exhibits and events.
Volunteers are needed for several museum activities, including festivals, exhibits, floor management and art project
readiness.
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-465-0955 • www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org
Young Life is an outreach ministry for high school students.
The nonprofit organization helps participants grow in their
faith. The volunteers build relationships with high school kids,
lead Bible studies and run Monday night clubs. The volunteers are in constant relationship with their respective group
of kids.
33300 Egypt Lane, Ste. L500, Magnolia
832-350-5000 • www.younglife.org

This guide is not a comprehensive list of all area
organizations that need volunteers. If your organization
is not included, please email us at listings@impactnews.
com, and we will add it to our online list.
For more Woodlands-area volunteer opportunities
visit:impactnews.com/volunteerguide

Expires: 1/14/15

Expires: 1/14/15
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Houston’s own

Finally — Hassle-Free Holiday Fun!
Park once and take the shuttle for FREE.

Original Bloody Mary Mix
Jalapeño Bloody Mary Mix
Habanero Bloody Mary Mix
Prickly Pear Margarita Mix
Ruby Red Margarita Mix
Jalapeño Margarita Mix

Daily* from 10 a.m to 10 p.m.
Until January 4, 2015
Park for free at the Gold Lot at the Pavilion (Six Pines Drive and
Lake Robbins) and jump on one of the three FREE shuttles!
Route has two stops at Town Center, four stops at The
Woodlands Mall and a stop at Tinseltown Cinema.

Now available
in

Shuttles arrive
about every 10 minutes!

* Excluding
Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day

Proudly manufactured in Houston

For map and more information, please call 281-210-3800 or visit
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/holidayshuttleexpress

7190 Brittmore Suite 150 • Houston, TX 77041
713-896-4196 • alamoredfoods.com

GRAND OPENING!
BUY two BOWLs
and two drinks for

Super Yummy was created by William Wang. He has 20 years of cooking
experience in his own bowl of skills. He knows the Asian cuisine very well.
Currently there are two Super Yummy locations, one in Tomball and the
other in The Woodlands. Sushi is a big hit at both of our locations with 40
different kinds of rolls. We use the healthiest ingredients in every bowl we
make. We serve many different kinds of protein, vegetables and starches.
12 different sauces are featured to enhance the taste of your bowls. Lunch
and dinner served with many specials throughout the week. We cater
to our health conscious guests. Customize your bowl to be Gluten Free,
Vegetarian or Low Carb. Make your bowl to be allergy friendly!

$20

Not to be combined with any other offer.
One coupon per table. Expires 1/15/2015.

Chef Special Roll &
Sushi Roll Happy Hour

$2.00 Off
Monday- Sunday 2:30pm - 6:00pm. Dine in only cannot be
combined with any other offer. Expires 1/15/2015.

BUY ONE BOWL
GET SECOND BOWL
www.superyummystirfry.com

facebook.com/superyummyatspring

Saw
dust R
d

Budde Rd
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588 Sawdust Rd
Spring, TX 77380
281-419-7777

1/2 OFF

For Adult Bowls Only. One coupon per table,
cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 1/15/2015.
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Brian Walzel
Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

WOODLANDS
H-E-B Woodlands Market offers a variety of locally sourced coffee
beans, and among them is one specially crafted for The Woodlands
community. The grocer’s Woodlands Blend features Arabica coffee
beans toasted in a mix of coconut, pecan and praline flavors.
The mix is topped with real coconut flakes. ($9.99 per pound)

Tr
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>

Dr.

10777 Kuykendahl Road
The Woodlands • 281-292-8006
www.heb.com

THE WOODLANDS
COMBO

The Market Street Bar at the Hyatt Market Street offers a second
floor patio overlooking the outdoor shopping district. The bar
features a variety of handcrafted cocktails, including some locally
themed favorites. Among those is The Woodlands Splash martini,
which combines Tito’s vodka, Cointreau, fresh-squeezed orange
juice and yuzu juice. The drink is served with a cucumber slice. ($13)

Market St.
S i x Pin

The Market Street Bar
>

e s Dr
.

WOODLANDS
SPLASH MARTINI

9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1100
The Woodlands • 281-203-5005
www.marketstreetthewoodlands.hyatt.com
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Dr.

Brian Walzel
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TEXAS
WOODLANDS TEA

The Republic Grille features burgers, seafood and salads. The
restaurant/bar offers craft beers, top shelf liquors and wines.
Republic Grille also serves a dessert menu including Southern
pecan pie. The Grogan Salad is named after The Woodlands’ first
village, Grogan’s Mill. The salad includes grilled chicken, pecan
smoked bacon, avocado, tomatoes, cheese and tortilla strips. ($12)
ng
sli

2626 Research Forest Drive, Ste. B
The Woodlands • 281-298-212
www.ragin-cajun.com

Research Forest Dr.

Pin

.
Rd

Ragin’ Cajun

Fielding’s Wood Grill features seafood, burgers and fish. The
restaurant bar offers a happy hour with a full line of craft beers
and build-your-own beer flights. The bar crafts a Texas “Woodlands”
tea with Deep Eddy Sweet Tea Vodka, mint cane syrup and organic
green tea. ($10)

Courtesy Fielding’s Wood Grill
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WOODLANDS BLEND
COFFEE

H-E-B Woodlands Market

Julie Butterfield
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Ragin’ Cajun named its most popular menu item The Woodlands
Combo. The combo is part po’boy, part gumbo soup and a drink
($12.99). Ragin’ Cajun specializes in Cajun cuisine such as boiled
seafood, po’boys and muffalettas. The restaurant also serves
beer, martinis and margaritas.
Dr
.

Wo
o

The Woodlands is not just the name of a
community—it also serves as inspiration for menu
names at many local restaurants, cafes and stores
for their distinctive creations.

1699 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 832-616-3275
www.fieldings.com

Blue Mug Cafe named its most popular dish after the roadway on
which it is located, FM 2978. The 2978 Pasta is a chicken Alfredo
dish with a twist. A touch of chipotle sets this dish apart from
traditional Alfredos. The pasta is tossed with a garlic cream sauce
and a Parmesan cheese reduction, and the flame-grilled chicken is
marinated in honey, chipotle and fresh-squeezed lemon juice. The
dish is topped with parsley and served with a breadstick. ($11.95)

.
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WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

Open 7 days a week
365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm
Holidays 7am-7pm

29

2978 PASTA
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4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 490.
The Woodlands • 281-719-5895
www.therepublicgrille.com
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The Republic Grille

Julie Butterfield
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Blue Mug Cafe

30420 FM 2978
Magnolia • 281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING
We Also Offer: Cat Boarding • Horseback Riding Lessons • Pony Parties • Doggie Daycare

11105 Mahaffey | Tomball, TX 77375

832-884-6122

WillowCreekPets.com

10% OFF Boarding or Grooming
New customers only. Not valid on holidays.
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Lone Star College congratulates the 2014 winners

Small Business of the Year!
The 28th Annual Small Business of the Year Award Winners are:

Langham Creek Ace Hardware – Chuck and Arlene O’Malley

LSC-Kingwood

Red Door Realty & Associates – Jill Henderson and Christi Harvey

LSC-Montgomery

Karlins Ramey & Tompkins, LLC – Mike Karlins and Jay Tompkins

From left to right: John T. Matkin, Nancy Blackwell and
Michael Kurzy of AEI Engineering, LLC; Shannon Register of
Register Real Estate Advisors; Jill Henderson of Red Door
Realty & Associates; Chuck and Arlene O’Malley of

LSC-North Harris

AEI Engineering, LLC – Nancy Blackwell, Michael Kurzy and John
T. Matkin

LSC-Tomball

Klein Wealth Management – Lori Klein

LSC-University Park

Register Real Estate Advisors – Shannon and Matt Register

Langham Creek Ace Hardware; Lori Klein of Klein Wealth
Management; Mike Karlins and Jay Tompkins of Karlins
Ramey & Tompkins, LLC.

11.21.14.01

LSC-CyFair

832.813.6674 | evolveyourbusiness.org
11.21.14.01 CommunityImpact_FullPgAd_2014_r4fin.indd 1

12/1/14 12:48 PM
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Montgomery County
Early settlement dates back to 1830s

A

s one of the earliest settlers of the
area, Andrew Montgomery established a trading post that later
took on his namesake as Montgomery
County in December 1837.
“The first settlers began arriving in Montgomery County by at least 1830 or possibly
earlier than that,” said Larry Foerster, chairman of the Montgomery County Historical
Commission. “There was a petition by
residents here, at that time east of the Brazos
River, to have their own county seat.”
In 1837, Montgomery County, located
about 45 miles north of downtown Houston, spanned across the present-day counties of Grimes and Walker as well as portions of Madison, Waller and San Jacinto.
By the 1870s, the modern boundaries of the
county were established to encompass an
estimated 1,050 square miles.
The Montgomery County area was
part of an original Stephen F. Austin
colony included in contracts developed by
Spanish and Mexican authorities in the
early 1800s, according to the Texas State
Historical Association.
“Hundreds of people from Montgomery

County participated in one or more of the
battles, including one of the residents who
died at the Alamo and two that died in
battle of San Jacinto,” Foerster said. “Our
roots go back to three Texas revolutions.”
As the third oldest county in the state,
the discovery of several artifacts from
early Indian cultures like the Atakapans
indicates the area has been inhabited for
more than 10,000 years, according to the
historical association.
Several factors are responsible for the
county’s growth, including the creation of
railroads through the area in the 1870s and
‘80s, Foerster said. The county transformed
from a primarily agrarian and timber
economy to a hub for oil and gas in the
early 1930s after oil was discovered in the
area. The oil and gas boom lessened the
impact of the Great Depression as roads,
schools and public buildings were constructed to support future growth.
With urban sprawl continuing from
the Greater Houston area, Montgomery
County has become one of the fastest
growing counties in the state.
“By the late 1950s and early 1960s,

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

Buy 3 Kolaches &
Get 3 FREE!

Buy 6 Kolaches &
Get 6 FREE!

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish
Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be
duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with any
other oﬀer. Not valid for online ordering.
Oﬀer expires 1/14/2015.
Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish
Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be
duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with any
other oﬀer. Not valid for online ordering.
Oﬀer expires 1/14/2015.
Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Equal or Lesser Value

Equal or Lesser Value

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380
281-292-1133

Buy 1 dozen
dinner rolls, get second
dozen HALF OFF!

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated
or copied. Cannot be combined with any other oﬀer.
Not valid for online ordering.
Oﬀer expires 1/14/2015.
Original Coupon valid only,
copies not accepted.

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304
936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

Courtesy Montgomery County Historical Commission

By Liza Winkler

Carter Drug and Capital Drug stores were two popular businesses in Montgomery County in the 1940s.

[transportation officials] began developing Interstate 45,” Foerster said. “With
that expansion of a major artery from
Houston to Dallas, more and more people
wanted to migrate out of the bigger city
of Houston and live on the fringes. They
moved into nice, secluded subdivisions
here in Montgomery County, and they are
still doing that today.”
Established by the state Legislature in
the 1950s, the members of the historical
commission are appointed by the Montgomery County Commissioners Court
to assist in the preservation of historical
sites, structures and heritage in the area.

Montgomery County
150

Willis
Montgomery

45
105

Conroe
1488 Magnolia

The
Woodlands
Tomball
Spring
249

242

59

New Caney

68

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

FEATURES

29th

Achieving the Vision: Our Hometown & Beyond

The Chamber’s Taste of the Town, underwritten by Buckalew Chevrolet and The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau is scheduled for

Thursday, January 29, 2015, from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center.
Taste of the Town is the premier culinary event of South Montgomery County attracting over 6,000 people. At the event
you will find mouth-watering appetizers, entrees, side dishes, desserts, pastries, and beverages from some of the area’s
finest restaurants, caterers, bakeries, delis, and beverage companies – all in one night for one low price.
Tickets are on sale now for $25 in advance or $30 at the door. Your ticket includes all you can eat food samples, 2 adult
beverages and festivities.
Courtesy of the Texas Department of Agriculture, see and sample Texas-grown and manufactured seasonings, salsa and
other food delights. Go Texan items will also be available for purchase the night of the event.
There will also be a raffle drawing for attendees to have the chance to win prizes such as:
Private wine tasting for 20 from Bernhardt Winery
Wine Cooler from The Blair Law Firm, P.C.
Flat screen TV from Consolidated Communications
Two Live Nation Concer t Tickets for the 2015 Season from The Pavilion
Men’s Citizen Eco-Drive Watch from Robichau’s Jewelry
Restaurant Pack age - Over $350 in gift cards to various restaurants
and Much More...
Winners do not have to be present to win.

General Admission & Raffle Ticket packages are on sale now online & ticket locations can be found at
www.tasteofthetown.org.
There are several different ways that local businesses can participate in this event. Whether it is being a sponsor,
having a booth & serving culinary samples or purchasing ticket packages to attend the event. Sponsor and Booth
registration is open and limited space is available.

www.tasteofthetown.org
www.woodlandschamber.org

Ashley Byers, Director of Special Events. The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce
281-363-8110 or ashley.byers@woodlandschamber.org

How do YOU fit into the vision?

Now one of the largest business conferences
in our community, this event brings together
nationally-recognized speakers, over 600
business and community leaders, and
corporate sponsors.

Friday,
February 20, 2015
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Waterway Marriott Hotel
& Convention Center
Reservations Required
Limited Sponsorship Opportunities

eocthewoodlands.com
281-367-5777

Keynote Speaker
Peter L. Cella

President and Chief Executive Officer
Chevron Phillips Chemical

Partial Speaker Line up
U.S. Congressman Kevin Brady
8th District of Texas
Patrick Jankowski

Presented by

Regional Economist and Vice President of Research
Greater Houston Partnership

Sallie Rainer

President and Chief Executive Officer
Entergy Texas, Inc.
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Sterling Ridge Village Center
6700 Woodlands Parkway

A spotlight on independently owned businesses and a
comprehensive listing of stores, services and restaurants in
the Sterling Ridge Village Center.

Jesse Mendoza

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Spotlight

Spotlight

“We make this a spot where—if it is
going to be a fun and romantic night
or just a night of hanging out—with
friends in the community—we cover
the board on that,” Justin said. “If
someone doesn’t enjoy wine, we have
craft beers. We are very selective of the
beers that we bring—we want to bring
in really fun and unique beers.”
The wine bar also offers food, including pizza, cheese plates, hummus and
bruschetta.
Ste. 210 • 281-419-9966
www.cellar-24.com
Mon.-Thur. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.-Sat.
11 a.m.–11 p.m., closed Sunday

The Great Harvest Bread Co. of The
Woodlands has offered fresh baked
bread to The Woodlands residents since
2001.
“We have been here pretty much since
the shopping center opened,” owner
Roberto Biassi said. “We mill our own
flour and wheat. Everything is baked
fresh every day, guaranteed.”
The shop offers an array of breads,
drinks and other snacks for customers.
“It is a little bit of everything,” Biassi
said. “Customers come here for our
honey whole wheat bread and our white
chocolate swirl bread, which is one of
the best-selling breads here. We also
offer fresh mixes [of ingredients] that we
make for customers to make at home.”
The bakery also features Argentinian
style empanadas, coffee, cappuccino and
espresso, Biassi said.
Biassi’s wife, Carolina, also works at
the bakery.

Jesse Mendoza

Owners Justin and Shelli Styles have
operated Cellar Twenty Four in The
Woodlands since January. The wine bar
specializes in boutique wine, features a
wine bar and offers wine bottles for sale.
“We took two significant things for
each of us,” Justin said. “Cellar has to
do with wine, and 24 is our wedding
date from this year. We got married on
May 24.”
Cellar Twenty Four offers a wide
selection of carefully selected wine for
customers at a wide range of prices,
Justin said.
“We want to meet everyone’s price
point, so we have wine if someone
wants a $15 wine or a $600 wine,” he
said. “We will put them in the right
price point, something unique—stuff
that you are not going to go to a grocery
store around town and find. It is very
selective.”
For customers who prefer beer, Justin
said the shop also features select craft
beers.

Great Harvest Bread Co. of The Woodlands
Courtesy Cellar Twenty Four

Cellar Twenty Four

Ste. 220 • 281-292-4417
www.greatharvestbread.com
Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.,
Sun. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

Additional businesses within Sterling Ridge Village Center
Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille
Ste. 300 • 281-362-0569
www.perryssteakhouse.com

ds Dr.
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Quiznos Subs
Ste. 400 • 281-681-1983
www.quiznos.com
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Zoes Kitchen
Ste. 170 • 281-419-5985
www.zoeskitchen.com

Dining
Brothers Pizza Express
Ste. 100 • 281-419-8550
www.brotherspizzaexpresstx.com
Nit Noi Thai Restaurant
Ste. 250 • 281-367-3355
www.nitnoithai.com

Beauty
L’avantage Salon & Day Spa
Ste. 340 • 281-296-6468
www.lavantageonline.com

Health Care
Boss Chiropractic & Rehabilitation
Ste. 200 • 281-681-2677
www.thewoodlandschiropractic.com
Kenneth W. Griffin, DDS
Ste. 160 • 281-363-3308
www.zoeskitchen.com

Retail
CVS Pharmacy
Ste. 500 • 281-419-7681
www.cvs.com
Hallmark Gold Crown
Ste. 360 • 281-419-0422
www.hallmark.com

Kroger
Ste. 600 • 281-296-0186
www.kroger.com
Natural Pawz
Ste. 410 • 281-465-0904
www.naturalpawz.com

Services
Jim Cochran State Farm Insurance
Ste. 240 • 281-367-5500
www.statefarm.com
Edward Jones Investments
Ste. 350 • 281-363-9800
www.edwardjones.com
The Village Vet at Sterling Ridge
Ste. 430 • 832-813-0000
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New community green
spaces on horizon

A GREENER FUTURE
Local officials are looking to increase existing
parks and green space in Tomball and Magnolia.

MAGNOLIA
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, city of Magnolia, city of Tomball

TOMBALL City officials are preparing to gift residents with several new
and improved green areas expected
to open in early 2015, including a
new park in Tomball and an inclusive playground in Magnolia.
For several years, popular area parks
such as both cities’ depot centers, Unity
Park, Juergens Park and Jerry Matheson
Park have been focal points for community gatherings. As the Tomball and
Magnolia areas continue to grow, city
and community leaders have discussed
ways to increase the number of parks in
the area to provide more outdoor and
recreational spaces for residents as well as
to attract new visitors.
“We know that people enjoy being
outdoors, and we know when businesses
look to relocate, ‘quality of life’ for their
employees plays a large role in deciding
where to open their businesses,” Tomball Mayor Gretchen Fagan said. “It is
important to maintain and grow our

Unity Park: 30 acres
The Stroll: ½ mile

2
PARKS

TOMBALL

5
PARKS

City limits population: 1,547

Population: 11,124

Jerry Matheson Park: 10.5 acres
Railroad Depot: 3.5 acres
Theis Attaway Park: .5 acres
Juergens Park: 7 acres
Martin Luther King Jr. Park: 2 acres

parks for the same reasons.”
In Tomball, where property for additional city-owned parks has run out, a
land donation this summer has opened
the doors for a new 14-acre park to be
constructed at 1414 Hufsmith Road.
Full story by Carrie Taylor

Magnolia moves
forward with water,
sewer line extension
MAGNOLIA With several land annexations approved since June 2014, city of
Magnolia officials are moving forward
with a $5 million project to extend
water and sewer lines beginning in
March 2015 to new properties along
the FM 1488 and FM 149 corridor.
“This is a very big project for a small
community,” Magnolia City Administrator Paul Mendes said. “It’s a very bold
step on the part of council to move the
city forward like this. The development
between FM 149 and Spur 149 will be a
major impact on the area and open up the
entire area up there.”
As part of the project, water and sewer
lines will be extended an estimated 5
miles from the city limits and likely serve
as the catalyst for a flurry of new developments and construction in the area,
Mendes said.
A few future residential and retail

developments in the FM 1488 and FM
149 area are expected to benefit from
the city water and sewer utility lines,
including a portion of the 1,138-acre
Legacy Trust parcel and the recently
annexed 306 Montgomery Limited 163acre tract, he said. The city’s agreement
with Legacy Trust includes providing
water and sewer services to the first
600 homes constructed on the property, which is expected to feature an
estimated 3,000 houses and retail space
upon completion in the coming years,
Mendes said.
“It’s just so much easier for anybody—
whether residential or commercial—to
hook onto our system rather than trying
to find another water source,” Magnolia Mayor Todd Kana said. “As far as I
understand, you can’t throw a large retail
store on an aerobic water and sewer system. It’s an automatic attraction that our
services are there.”
The city plans to apply for $5 million in
bonds in early December to fully fund the
utility extension project within 30 to 45
days, Mendes said.
Full story by Liza Winkler

NEWS

CY-FAIR Efforts to manage stormwater overflow from Cypress Creek
to Addicks Reservoir continued late
October when the Harris County
Flood Control District submitted draft
reports of recent study findings to the
Texas Water Development Board.
HCFCD presented details on two plans
at a public meeting in September and
spent the next 30 days compiling public
comments. A grant awarded by the
TWDB in 2012 was used to conduct the
study to come up with the best plan.
Flooding concerns revolve around
storms that cause Cypress Creek to overflow and that overflow making its way to
Addicks Reservoir. Although floods in
the area do not occur often, HCFCD is
looking to prepare for future development
in west Harris County, which is expected
to make flooding more of an issue.
“The reservoirs have very large capacity, but the capacity is limited,” said Dena
Green, study manager in HCFCD’s engineering and construction division. “If too
much water is released, it can impact the
folks living downstream along Buffalo
Bayou. If not enough is released, it can
affect those upstream of the reservoir.”

Projections from the Region H Water
Planning Group show the population in
the study area rising from 312,000 people
to around 550,000 people by 2060. Green
estimates 30,000–40,000 acres of land will
be developed to support that population.
Both concepts employ a combination of
storage and conveyance components, said
Burton Johnson, a consultant working
on the project. They were both developed
with the concept of probable maximum
precipitation in mind—the statistically
plausible worst-case event from the standpoint of a fully developed watershed.
The Mound Creek plan involves
building a reservoir for storage at Mound
Creek with collection channels to funnel
overflow to Bear Creek, which would
be widened. The Katy Hockley/North
Cypress plan involves creating a larger
storage area around Cypress Creek.
The Mound Creek plan uses less land
with a greater inundation depth, features
a shorter drain time and is estimated
to cost $271 million. The Katy/Hockley
plan, which is estimated to cost $369 million, provides more storage, could create
more conservation land and has a greater
opportunity for financial contributions
from partner organizations based on
early funding studies.
In a separate but related initiative,
HCFCD is preparing draft development
guidelines for overflow management.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Newland Communities
to develop community
between Cypress, Katy
CY-FAIR More than 6,000 new homes
will be constructed in the next 10 to
12 years along the Grand Parkway
between Cypress and Katy as part of
a new master-planned community
called Elyson. Newland Communities
is developing the 3,600-acre project.
Elyson will be located six miles north
of I-10 along Segment E of the Grand
Parkway, west of the intersection at
FM 529 and the Grand Parkway. The
community will be located in portions
of both Cy-Fair and Katy ISDs and is
expected to house about 20,000 residents.
“The opening of the Grand Parkway
was a huge impetus that opened up
opportunities for growth from a residential and commercial perspective,” said
Jennifer Taylor, vice president of marketing for Newland Communities.
Newland Communities develops largescale master-planned communities and
has several other developments in the
Greater Houston area, including Cinco
Ranch in Katy, which also sits along the
Grand Parkway.
“Cinco Ranch is about two and a half
times the size of Elyson, but we expect
it to be similar in terms of the scope

Shawn Epps

HCFCD submits draft
plan reports to manage
Cypress Creek overflow

and product and how it looks and feels,”
Taylor said. “It will have its own personality and features, but Elyson will still be
done with commercial and recreational
activities and great builders.”
The design of the community will
focus on outdoor recreation, Taylor said,
with open space and green space prevalent throughout. Waterways will also be
included in the design that might be used
for drainage or walkways throughout Elyson, similar to features in Cinco Ranch.
The first amenity is scheduled to open
in 2016 when the community launches. It
will be a large-scale activity center with a
cafe, resort-style pool, fitness center and
indoor meeting space along with lawn
space for community events, Taylor said.
Elyson will also feature a significant
commercial component—about 300
acres—because of the proximity to the
Grand Parkway and the employment
centers that already exist along I-10.
Full story by Marie Leonard
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Emmy’s Sweet Shoppe

TOMBALL Though neighborhood
meat markets are quickly becoming
a thing of the past, Smitty’s Meat
Market and Smokehouse in Tomball is working to revive the tradition by preparing its offerings to the
exact specifications of customers.
“I think it’s important to be able to,
as a customer, come in and know who’s
cutting your meat,” said Blake Smith,
owner of Smitty’s Meat Market and
Smokehouse. “You can watch me cut it
and get the cut you want.”
Smitty’s Meat Market and Smokehouse opened in December 2013 at
11210 Mahaffey Road in Tomball at
the site of the former Silver Seal Meat
Co. For 30 years, the previous business
sold meats, homemade sausage and
jerky before eventually transitioning to
only offering deer meat processing.
Smith has brought back the original
offerings from Silver Seal Meat Co.,
along with a name change.

SPRING For many customers who
venture inside Emmy’s Sweet Shoppe
in Old Town Spring, a trip to the
candy store is a reminder of simpler
times and mouthwatering memories.
“We always tell customers, ‘If you
want candy, go to Wal-Mart, but if you
want memories, you come here,’” owner
Dan Jackson said.
Jackson and his wife, Catherine,
bought the store in 2004. The third
owners of the shop, which first opened
in 1992, Jackson said he kept the
name Emmy’s, named for the original
owner’s granddaughter. However, the
Jacksons made other changes to the
store, swapping much of the inventory
for treats and sweets from the ’20s
through the’ 70s.
“I envisioned trying to bring back
the old style and carrying merchandise
that related to early [times], everything
from the early ’20s up to the ’70s,”
Jackson said.

Smitty’s Meat Market and
Smokehouse
Huffsmith-Kohrville Rd.

Full story by Jordan Gribble

Jordan Gribble

Smitty’s Meat Market and Smokehouse
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11210 Mahaffey Road
Tomball • 281-516-7205
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., closed Sundays
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315 Gentry St., Ste. 3A
Spring • 281-288-0131
www.facebook.com/EmmysSweetShoppe
Hours: Tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.,
Sun. 1–5 p.m., closed Mondays

Full story by Matt Stephens

DINING

Liza Winkler

After migrating to Texas in the late
1970s, brothers Gabriel Sr., Angel and
Juan Nunez began racking up experience at Mexican restaurants in Houston,
including El Gallo, El Charro and Guadalajara. Gabriel Sr. climbed his way up the
ladder from working as a dishwasher at
El Charro in 1979 to serving as co-owner
of Tony’s Mexican Restaurant in The
Heights and Katy until early 2013.
Over the past 30 years, Angel became
co-owner of Juanita’s Mexican Restaurant, and Juan pitched in his experience at
Tony’s and Juanita’s alongside his brothers.

Hacienda Real Mexican Restaurant
Wedgewood Dr.

MAGNOLIA In November 2013, three
brothers and several other members of
the Nunez family combined decades
of cooking experience and a passion
for customer service to launch their
first establishment in Magnolia—Hacienda Real Mexican Restaurant.
“We teach our waiters in training—if
you receive somebody [like you do] at
your house with open arms and you can
keep them happy, that’s all you have to
do,” Assistant Manager Manuel Deleon
said. “It’s been a big, big success. A lot of
people keep coming here because they feel
like it’s their second home.”

Liza Winkler

Hacienda Real Mexican Restaurant

6960 FM 1488
Magnolia • 281-305-0595
www.haciendarealtexmex.com
Hours: Mon–Thu. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Fri.–
Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

1488
2978

Full story by Liza Winkler

Billy Tidwell
TOMBALL After the city of Tomball announced his appointment
Oct. 6, Billy Tidwell officially took
on his new role as head of the Tomball Police Department on Nov. 10.
Previously, Tidwell joined the Liberty
Police Department in 1981 and served
for 20 years as an officer and police chief
before entering retirement. In 2009,
Tidwell rejoined the force as Liberty’s
police chief, where he served for the past
five years before becoming police chief in

Tomball. Tidwell is filling the role formerly
occupied by Rob Hauck, who is now serving as Tomball’s assistant city manager.
Under Tidwell’s leadership in 2012, the
Liberty Police Department became the
52nd entity of an estimated 1,100 departments across the state to be recognized
for law enforcement best practices by the
Texas Police Chiefs Association. In addition, Tidwell helped implement an Area of
Responsibility program to divide Liberty
into six geographic districts to increase the
accountability of officers. The department
also carried out an All Hands on Deck

initiative to bring officers and other city services to each neighborhood and strengthen
relationships with community members.
In comparison with the city of Liberty,
Tidwell said Tomball poses a number
of challenges for law enforcement with
a large transient population as well as
several public events, such as the holiday parade and the German Christmas
market. Tidwell said he plans to increase
the amount of partnerships with other
law enforcement agencies in the area to
streamline resources.
Full story by Liza Winkler

Liza Winkler
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The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1 is starting work on more than $4 million worth of traffic lane improvements in Town
Center designed to ease traffic flow. Most of the improvements include extending or adding turn lanes.
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Improvements
One of the primary
focuses of the construction efforts is Grogan’s Mill Road at Lake
Woodlands Drive. An
overpass is planned for
Lake Woodlands Drive
over Grogan’s Mill
Road, a project that is
in the early stages of
design, according to the
WRUD.
That intersection is
one of the most heavily
traveled in Town Center.
According to the
township’s April 2013
traffic study, more than
45,000 vehicle trips pass
through the Grogan’s
Mill Road/Lake Woodlands Drive intersection
per day.
Additional improve9
ments at the intersection include extending
all eight turn lanes and
widening Grogan’s Mill
Road before the construction of the overpass begins, Heineman said.
Work on that intersection is planned to
begin in March with an expected June completion date, according to the RUD. Other
areas that will undergo construction in the
first half of the year include Grogan’s Mill
Road beginning Feb. 25, Lake Woodlands
Drive beginning March 2 and portions of
Woodlands Parkway beginning Jan. 15 and
Feb. 19.
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Town Center focus
The goal behind the projects is to
improve mobility throughout Town Center as well as access to and from business
in the district, said Robert Heineman, vice
president of planning for The Woodlands
Development Company and spokesman
for the WRUD.
The WRUD is funded by a 36-cent property tax on commercial and residential
properties located primarily within Town
Center.
“The RUD is funded entirely from commercial business, and most of those are in
Town Center,” he said. “The basic idea is
that the RUD is more interested in helping
mobility in their areas, and when you get
county bond issues where residents vote
and businesses don’t, then you tend to concentrate projects on where residents live.
This way, both are covered.”
The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County Precinct 3 either have
planned or could include transit and
mobility projects in future funding efforts,
including a probable county bond election
in May.
“The RUD projects are supplemental to
anything the county might do, or that we
may do,” Township Director Jeff Long said.
“Anything [the RUD does] that will assist
in mitigating traffic congestion I view as a
positive for this community. Some of the
areas they are looking at are among the
most congested.”
In 2013, The Woodlands Development
Company conducted a traffic count study
over a 24-hour period at most intersections
throughout The Woodlands and along I-45.
Included in the study were 39 intersections
in Town Center. Of the 39 intersections
studied, 34 saw increases in traffic over the
previous year.
In addition to Town Center roadways

TOWN CENTER LANE IMPROVEMENTS

og

consist of improvements at nine intersections throughout Town Center. The
improvements range from extending turn
lanes to allow for more cars to make turns,
widening roadways to increase capacity
and installing traffic signals.

experiencing
more traffic,
the area’s population numbers are
escalating. During a
five-year period from
2008 to 2013, the resident population in
Town Center increased
214 percent, from 862 in
2008 to 2,705 in 2013.
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Heineman said much of the RUD’s projects would begin after the holidays to avoid
increased traffic during the shopping season.
“You have to work around the holidays,”
he said. “You don’t want to do things during
Christmas.”
Future efforts
The recent flood of construction projects in The Woodlands is a result of

governmental agencies working to catch
up with increasing populations, Long said.
“It’s nearly always a catch-up game,” Long
said. “How do you do that effectively? The
worst thing you can do is ignore it. Then it’s
to the point where you can’t fix it.”
Some of the intersection improvements
planned, whether through the WRUD or
another entity such as the township, could
be complete in as few as 60 days, Long said.
“There will be some cases where it’s going

We are on the prowl for a few awesome
agents to join our team in the following
cities: Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston,
San Antonio or The Woodlands
Visit:
www.urbanprovision.com/awesome-agents
to learn more

Lake Woodlands Drive at Grogan’s Mill
Road–Widen northbound and southbound lanes
under proposed overpass; construct overpass on
Lake Woodlands Drive over Grogan’s Mill Road.
No estimated start or completion date. Extend
eastbound right-turn lane. Start date: Feb. 23.
Completion date: June 23. Extend westbound
right-turn lane; add southbound to westbound right
turn lane. Start date: March 2. Completion date:
June 30.
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Lake Front Circle at Lake Woodlands Drive–
Install traffic signal; add westbound to
northbound right-turn lane; extend eastbound
to northbound left-turn lane; add southbound
to east bound left-turn lane. Start date: Nov. 4.
Completion date: April 3
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Lake Woodlands at Six Pines drives– Extend
westbound left-turn lane. Start date: March 2.
Completion date: June 30.

Lake Woodlands Drive between Six Pines and
Pinecroft drives–Extend left turn lane between
intersection. Start date: March 2. Completion date:
June 30.
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Grogan’s Mill Road at Timberloch Place–Extend
southbound to eastbound left-turn lane; add
westbound to northbound right-turn lane; extend
westbound to southbound left-turn lane. Start date:
Feb. 23. Completion date: June 23.
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Lake Woodlands Drive at Pinecroft Drive–
Extend eastbound left-turn lane; extend westbound
left-turn lane. Start date: March 2. Completion
date: June 30.

to take us a period over the next two to
three years to make life better,” he said. “But
we’re going to get to a point where we’ll be
done, build-out will be done. We will see
over the next year or two most of the pain
will exist, and hopefully you’ll start to see it
smooth out.”
However, with so many improvements
needed to help alleviate increasing traffic
congestions, as evidenced by the recent
South Montgomery County Mobility
Study, funding these projects could be an
issue, Heineman said.
The WRUD has expended nearly all of its
money from its most recent bond referendum, and Heineman said its future funding
potential has yet to be decided. The county

has not passed a road bond since 2005.
“The RUD has been the only one spending money on [road construction] the past
few years,” he said. “From county bond
issues or federal money, there has been
nothing over the last nine years.”
In addition, the future funding potential
by the WRUD could be in question following the coming improvements.
“The [WRUD] would have to decide to
vote for more bonds,” he said. “That decision hasn’t been made yet. But we need to
know fairly soon.”

Woodlands Parkway at Grogan’s Mill Road–Add
eastbound and westbound left-turn lanes; widen
northbound and southbound approaches; widen
northbound and southbound lanes under overpass.
Start date: Feb. 19. Completion date: May 20.
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you think.

Six Pines Dr.

Gr

Six Pines Dr.

La

og

ds

rlo

Grogan’s Mill Road at Lake Robbins Drive–
Extend southbound to eastbound left-turn lane.
Start date: Feb. 23. Completion date: June 23.
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Hughes Landing Boulevard at Grogan’s Mill
Road–Install a traffic signal. No estimated start
date.
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Woodlands Parkway at Six Pines Drive–Extend
westbound to northbound right-turn lane; extend
southbound right-turn lane, extend westbound
left-turn lane. Start date: Jan. 15. Completion date:
March 2.

Comment at impactnews.com

Source: The Woodlands Development Company
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CAPITAL COST:
$1 Million

FARE:
$1.25

15 min. peak
30 min. off-peak

The Woodlands

G

OPERATES:
6 a.m.–7 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.)

ROUTE: Implement bus routes between The Woodlands, Springwoods
Village, ExxonMobil and Hughes Landing

Purchase five buses at a
cost of $1.5 Million

Rd

ROUTE: Implement bus routes to Panther Creek

.

PILOT PROGRAM: to Panther Creek
Village Center

OPERATES: 6 a.m.–7 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.)
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Village

going out,” Mullins said. “If we can get
people to take the bus from downtown
Houston to The Woodlands, or Springwoods Village, that would get a lot of people off the road.”
In addition to reverse commute services, the plan includes recommendations
for extending park and ride stops from
downtown Houston to Midtown and from
Greenway Plaza to the Galleria.
Village connectivity
During the process of compiling the
township transit plan, a contingent of The
Woodlands residents requested a plan be
put in place that offers bus service to and

.
Dr

Source: H-GAC

Six Pines Dr.

from various villages in The Woodlands
and Town Center. A proposal exists in the
plan that includes a pilot route to the Panther Creek Village Center. The route could
extend to the Village of Sterling Ridge if it
proves to be successful.
Many of those who requested bus service to the villages are senior citizens and
those who rely on other forms of transit.
“The first route we are looking at is
Town Center to Panther Creek, and possibly extending it to Sterling Ridge,” Mullins
said. “It would go past The Forum, Copperwood Apartments where a lot of those
residents use Interfaith [of The Woodlands] or The Friendship Center to get to

For all the things
that move you.

Call (281)367-7770

• Extend service from downtown Houston to
Midtown, and from Medical Center to Greenway Plaza
• Implement later return services from the
Medical Center (5:40 p.m.) and Greenway
Plaza (6:40 p.m.)
• Capital cost: $1.3 million
• Short-term priority

STERLING RIDGE PARK & RIDE

THE WOODLANDS LOCAL BUS ROUTE 11
ill

• Build upon the current park and
ride service
• Add one new pickup location
south of Town Center
• Test reverse commute service
• Improve cycling and pedestrian
connectivity to park and rides

SAWDUST ROAD PARK & RIDE

THE WOODLANDS LOCAL BUS ROUTE 10

d D r.

45
S. Mil

Purchase three buses at
a cost of $900,000

CAPITAL COST:
$210,000

FARE:
$1.25

15 min. peak
30 min. off-peak

Woodlands Pkw y.

N. M

OPERATES:
6 a.m.–7 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.)

ROUTE: Implement bus routes between The Woodlands, Springwoods
Village, ExxonMobil and Hughes Landing

REGIONAL
MOBILITY

the Community Center for events.”
However, Lloyd Matthews, Indian
Springs Village president and former
township director, said he believes such a
plan may not be feasible.
“Shopping center owners do not want
to allow their parking lots used to provide
business to the mall and Town Center
areas,” he said. “I don’t think putting public transportation in the villages will work.
You can solve the problem for a few people
but not many.”
Tell us what
you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

The
The Woodlands
Wood
odlands & Spring
Spring
#1 Top Producing Office in Texas

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

• Implement stop in Town Center
• Extend service from downtown Houston to
Midtown
• Later return service from Medical Center (5:40
p.m.)
• Capital cost: $430,000
• Mid-term priority

RESEARCH FOREST PARK & RIDGE
• Extend service from downtown Houston to
Midtown, and from Greenway Plaza to the
Galleria
• Later return services from Medical Center
(6:05 p.m.) and Greenway Plaza (6:30 p.m.)
• Capital cost: $300,000
• Mid-term priority

REVERSE SERVICE

Houston to The Woodlands
• Implement route from downtown Houston to
Town Center and Hughes Landing
• Operating hours 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.)
• Capital cost: $5,000
• Annual operating cost: $400,000
• Mid-term priority

REVERSE SERVICE

Houston to Springwoods Village/ExxonMobile
• Reverse service–Houston to Springwoods
Village/ExxonMobil
• Implement route from downtown Houston to
Springwoods Village and ExxonMobil
• Operating hours 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.)
• Capital cost: $5,000
• Annual operating cost: $300,000
• Early partnership stages of implementation
Source: H-GAC
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Transit

THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP TRANSIT PLAN

Continued from | 1

The transit plan focuses on three areas of potential improvement:

2

TOWN CENTER MOBILITY

1

THE WOODLANDS AREA MOBILITY

TOWN CENTER MOBILITY

.
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REGIONAL MOBILITY

ALL TOWN CENTER BUS ROUTES
OPERATES:
7:30 a.m.–10 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.),
11 a.m.–10 p.m. (weekends)

SERVICE TIME:
FARE:
$0

10 minutes

TOWN CENTER BUS ROUTE ONE
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Plaza Dr.
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Implement Town Center bus service
Improve cycling and pedestrian links to transit options
Utilize modern buses
Build ridership
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ROUTE: Town Center to Hughes Landing
COST TO IMPLEMENT:
$940,000
ANNUAL OPERATING COST:
$800,000

Purchase five buses at a
cost of $1.5 million

TOWN CENTER BUS ROUTE TWO

Lake Woodlands Dr.

ROUTE: Town Center to Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital
Purchase three buses at
COST TO IMPLEMENT:
a cost of $900,000
$450,000
ANNUAL OPERATING COST:
$600,000
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Town Center plan
The two components of The Woodlands
current transit system consists of the park
and ride program, which essentially earns
enough money to pay for itself, and a
free trolley system that is underutilized,
according to the township.
The township and H-GAC identified
a need to improve transit options in The
Woodlands after determining that the resident population in The Woodlands area
would increase by 52 percent by 2040, and
employment population would increase
by more than 100 percent during the same
period.
However, the transportation framework in Town Center cannot support the
expected growth, H-GAC Transportation
Planner Carlene Mullins said.
“During midday there are so many people in such a small area, and it’s just going
to continue to grow,” she said. “There is
a lot of development planned for [Town
Center], with high-rises, condos and
offices spaces, and those roads can’t be
expanded because [there is no] right of
way.”
One of the three primary components
of the plan, along with improving mobility in both the region and The Woodlands
area in general, is to improve mobility
in Town Center. The plan recommends
implementing a Town Center bus service
and cycling and pedestrian routes that
would link to transit centers. Under the

The Woodlands Township Transit Plan consists of recommendations by the Houston-Galveston Area Council for ways to improve mobility in Town Center. The
plan includes recommendations for the township to consider for future implementation and funding and is not a definitive or final transit plan.
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to shop,” The Woodlands Township director Mike Bass said. “Town
Center is a big economic generator, and
you hear more and more people complain
about parking. I don’t know what the solution is other than a transit system.”
The plan, however, only provides recommendations and serves as a sort
of blueprint for possible decisions the township may make
regarding transit.
“This helps lay the groundwork for expanding transit and
getting additional funding,”
Bass said.

TOWN CENTER BUS ROUTE THREE
aR

ow

High
Timbers Dr.

Woodlands

Pk w y.

proposal, there would be three new bus
routes linking Town Center to Hughes
Landing, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital and Riva Row, with several
stops along the way on each route.
According to the study, the total capital
cost for the three routes would be nearly
$2 million and would also require purchasing 11 new buses at a total cost of $3.3
million. Those expenses would likely be
offset by federal grant money, Bass said.
Regional plan
During the summer the township conducted a survey of users of The Woodlands
Express park and ride service. The results

Timberloch

Woodloch
Forest Dr.

Pl.

ROUTE: Town Center to Riva Row
COST TO IMPLEMENT:
$550,000
ANNUAL OPERATING COST:
$600,000

Waterway Ave.

of that study led to minor changes in the
system’s operation, primarily departure
and return times for the service’s buses.
Recommendations under the transit
plan include expanding the existing service by adding new destinations and offering later services to users. The plan also
suggests adding a new pickup location in
Town Center, which could be a $5.5 million transit center that is being considered
by the township.
Bass said the transit center could serve
as both a parking lot and a hub for buses
and other transit options. In addition, by
adding a transit component to a parking garage, the facility would qualify for

Purchase three buses at
a cost of $900,000

Source: H-GAC

federal funding.
“Right now, out of the $5.5 million,
we’re only paying $1.4 million,” he said.
“The rest is coming out of grant funding.”
The plan also suggests testing bus service from downtown Houston to The
Woodlands—what mobility planners call
a reverse commute. Under the proposed
reverse commute plan, users would take a
bus from the downtown Houston transit
center to destinations at Springwoods Village and ExxonMobil south of The Woodlands, and to Town Center and Hughes
Landing in The Woodlands.
“There is so much traffic now that going
into [The Woodlands] is worse than traffic

2
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REAL ESTATE
The Village of Cochran’s Crossing opened in
1983 and today is home to 16,000 Woodlands
residents. Cochran’s Crossing was named
after the Cochran family of Montgomery
County, which partially owned the GroganCochran Lumber Mill. The mill was located
on land purchased by George Mitchell to
develop what today is The Woodlands.
The village features the 27-hole Palmer
course designed by Arnold Palmer, The
Woodlands Recreation Center and the South
Montgomery County YMCA. The Cochran’s
Crossing Village Center is anchored by a
Kroger grocery store.

Cochran’s Crossing, 77381

Recent listings

Square footage: 1,415–4,986

11102 Falconwing Drive		

Home values: $150,000–$2 million

5 Bedroom / 5 Full and 2 Half Baths 6,916 sq. ft.
Agent: Johnn Pack
281-655-4443
Berkshire Hathaway	

Amenities: Shopping centers, schools, parks,
sports park, pools, golf course, YMCA

$1.5 million

$1.4 million

106 Trinity Oaks Circle		

5 Bedroom / 5 Full and 1 Half Bath
5,422 sq. ft.
Agent: Beth Ferester
Coldwell Banker United	
281-363-2500

Schools: Galatas Elementary, David Elementary,
Powell Elementary, Collins Intermediate and The
Woodlands High School

77384
1488

Property taxes (in dollars):

77382
77385
77381
77389

45

77386

77380

The Woodlands Township	
Montgomery County	
Montgomery County Hospital	
Lone Star College System	
Montgomery County MUD No. 7	
Montgomery County MUD No. 47	
Montgomery County MUD No. 60	
Montgomery County MUD No. 67	
Conroe ISD	

0.2940
0.4838
0.0727
0.1160
0.1645
0.2450
0.2175
0.3125
1.2850

Total (per $100 value)

3.191

Median
home value

Market Data provided by
Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Median price
per square foot

$482,000

$147.24

83 Hollymead Drive		

$1.1 million

4-5 Bedroom / 4 Full and 2 Half Baths 5,834 sq. ft.
Agent: Jo Anne Johnson
Keller Williams Realty	
281-364-1588

Median annual
property taxes

$20,000

Homes on
the market*

69

27 Pale Dawn Place 		

$645,000

3,715 sq. ft.
4 Bedroom / 4 Full and 1 Half Bath
Agent: Kim Angle
281-364-1588
Keller Williams Realty	

Homes under
contract*

29

Average days
on the market*

34

*As of 12/2/14

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data
On the market (November 2014)

Median price of homes sold

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market
Price Range

Price

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389

$550,000

$149,999 or less

7/48

—

—

2/83

11/38

4/40

9/34

$500,000

$150,000–$199,999

9/74

8/44

1/52

3/41

15/38

32/56

4/46

$450,000

$200,000–$299,999

17/65

24/54

24/64

15/60

34/71

67/56

36/70

$400,000

$300,000–$399,999

5/30

20/49

37/52

33/51

20/95

53/83

62/72

$350,000

$400,000–$499,999

4/100

19/60

14/49

20/50

8/71

25/98

50/86

$300,000

$500,000–$599,999

5/50

20/64

18/42

17/84

1/10

12/94

21/96

$250,000

$600,000–$799,999

10/179

10/226

30/151

6/331

2/47

37/180

55/227

$200,000

$800,000–$999,999

5/329

4/105

17/172

1/306

—

22/280

26/320

$150,000

$1 million +

19/130

12/111

41/151

—

1/73

6/172

49/157

$100,000

77380

77381

November 2013 vs.
77382

77384

77385

November 2014
77386

77389
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Looking for

Coupons?
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local
and regional coupons
Just click and print

