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Ballot measure aims to drive road funding in Texas
Proposition 1 could add an estimated
$1.7 billion annually for new roadways
Voters statewide will decide
Nov. 4 whether to approve a constitutional amendment designed
to combat the state’s transportation funding woes and repair its
ailing road infrastructure.
“For the Greater Houston
area, Proposition 1 could bring
in more than $100 million—or
even double that—in a given
year,” said Alan Clark, director of
transportation for the HoustonGalveston Area Council. “Proposition 1 will be a very important
source of funding for [the Houston area]. That’s true whether it
is part of the Houston region that
is fast growing and needs new
road capacity, or whether this is
in older parts of the region where
we need to rebuild facilities and
better maintain them.”
Proposition 1 would amend
the Texas Constitution to allow
for a percentage of revenue raised
from the state’s severance tax

to flow into the State Highway
Fund. As it stands, 75 percent of
severance tax revenue—which
stems from a production tax paid
by oil and natural gas companies—fills the coffers of the state’s
Economic Stabilization Fund,
also known as the Rainy Day
Fund. The remaining 25 percent
of severance tax revenue goes to
the general fund to pay for public
education.
With voter approval, the proposition would divide the severance tax revenue—previously
allocated for the RDF—equally
between the RDF and the SHF.
The remaining 25 percent of severance tax revenues would still
be used to help fund the state’s
public education system. The
revenue would come without
raising taxes and would have an
assortment of strings attached,
including a provision barring
the money from being used for
construction of toll roads and a
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Transportation officials said non-tolled road projects, such as I-45 construction
projects, could be funded if Proposition 1 passes.

mandate for the Texas Department of Transportation to identify $100 million of cost savings.
In the first year alone, Proposition 1 is expected to contribute
roughly $1.7 billion to future road
improvement and maintenance
projects, based on estimates by
the state comptroller’s office.
However,
transportation
experts said that amount still
falls well short of what is needed
annually to keep up with a rapidly

escalating population and aging
infrastructure.
“Proposition 1 is a great first
step toward increasing funding
for transportation in Texas, but
it really is just a first step,” said
Andrea French, executive director for the Transportation Advocacy Group. “TAG is very supportive of Proposition 1, but we
also know that we have to look
much further into the future, and
See Proposition 1 | 74
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LSCS calls for $485 million bond
System proposal emphasizes
growing workforce programs
By Matt Stephens, Shawn Arrajj and Liza Winkler

Candidate Q&As | 36

Get to know more about where candidates who
are running for election stand on key issues.

Emphasizing a growing need for skilled
workers in the region, the Lone Star College
System is seeking voter approval Nov. 4 for
a $485 million bond package just 18 months
after voters denied a $500 million bond referendum in May 2013.
LSCS Chancellor Steve Head said the bond
package and message to voters has changed
this year, but the need for the bond is as

prevalent as it was in 2013 due to a 7 percent
enrollment bump this fall.
“We’ve been one of the fastest growing community colleges in the country over the last 10
years but especially over the last five,” Head
said. “We’ve actually grown 68 percent since
2007, so we’ve added over 30,000 students. The
size of the average community college in Texas
is 5,500, and we have more than 82,000 credit
students this semester.”
Effects on the community
Despite the nearly $500 million in projects
See LSCS bond | 76
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UNDEFEATED IN

SPORTS MEDICINE
Sports injuries have met their match.
Whether you’re facing a sports injury or just want to up your game,
our Memorial Hermann IRONMAN Sports Medicine Institute can help.
Saturday morning sports injury clinics will be open
August 23 thru November 8 from 9 to 11 a.m.
at The Woodlands location.
For more information, call 713.486.8800 or
visit IRONMAN.memorialhermann.org.

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER | MEMORIAL CITY | THE WOODLANDS
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For Sale / Lease

Woodgrove Office Park / 25329 Budde Rd.

/ From 1225 sq ft to 4900 sq ft

Carlton Woods

$3,549,000 Main Home 6,500 Sq. Ft. 6 br 6 full and 2 half baths
Guest House 3,550 Sq. Ft. 2 full baths / Double lot with 10 car garage

$644,500
7 N Meadowmist Cir, The Woodlands
Single Family Homes, 4 Beds, 3 Full & 1 Half Bath(s)
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Anyone who has
driven a vehicle around
south Montgomery
County in the past few
years—which includes
just about everyone over
the age 16—shares one
common hardship: traffic. Between the seemingly endless road construction projects and
the equally endless influx
of new residents moving
to the area, sitting in traffic has become the norm.
Local leaders and lawmakers recognize this problem
but often find themselves behind the eight ball. The
Texas Department of Transportation has just about run
out of money, and area voters have recently not been in
favor of bond proposals to fund new road projects.
A possible answer has been proposed by the Legislature in the form of Proposition 1, a constitutional
amendment up for vote Nov. 4 that essentially diverts
money from oil and natural gas operations in Texas to
pay for new roads. If approved, Prop. 1 could send more
than $1 billion annually to the cash-strapped TxDOT.

Meanwhile, the Lone Star College System is looking
to rally from a bond defeat last year with a new, $485
million bond referendum designed to upgrade old
facilities and build new ones district-wide. The proposal
includes a new student services building, upgrades to
the LSC-Montgomery campus and a new satellite center
in Magnolia.
On the local front, voters will decide among several
candidates seeking a position on both the Conroe
ISD board of trustees and The Woodlands Township
board of directors. This month’s edition of Community
Impact Newspaper gives readers information on these
candidates, including their thoughts and opinions on
important local issues.
This year’s election is an important one that affects
policy and infrastructure both locally and statewide.
Our Election Guide provides information on what you
can expect to see on the ballot and where to vote. So be
sure and make your voice heard this Nov. 4 and exercise
your right to vote.

Brian Walzel
EDITOR

bwalzel@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

If Proposition 1 is approved, what other
avenues should the state explore to
make up for the funding shortfall?

For our September edition, Community Impact Newspaper
reported on plans by Montgomery County to expand its jail
facility.

Increase vehicle registration fees

How should Montgomery County
manage the issue of overcrowding at
its jail facility?

Divert more funds from elsewhere in the budget

Expand and renovate the current facility

Increase or index the state’s motor fuel tax

23.61%

Secure local funding options to remove burden from the state
Build more toll roads

Add more criminal courts to keep cases moving

23.61%

Other
Implement less aggressive arrest policy

19.44%

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of
Community Impact Newspaper.

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,
download the MyFoxHouston app,
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com
for more local news with IMPACT.

Construct a new jail facility at a different location

18.06%
Send inmates to be housed at other county jails

8.33%
Other

6.94%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 9/11/14–9/30/14

BJ Tiger 10x12.25 NEWS_. 8/19/14 9:48 AM Page 1
6 NEWS
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I’ve never seen land with this kind of
movement in Texas. We have a rare
opportunity at Bluejack National to
create a private club and community
experience unlike any other. – TIGER WOODS

IN T ROD UC ING :

”

Bluejack National is a modern interpretation of a classic private club and community. Designed for modern
families and discerning professionals, Bluejack National provides elegant, casual living in a world-class setting.
To learn more about membership or real estate opportunities,
V I S I T B L U E J A C K N AT I O N A L . C O M O R C A L L 8 6 6 . 8 1 0 . 5 8 8 5
4430 S. FM1486

|

M O N T G O M E R Y, T X 7 7 3 1 6

All amenities are proposed and are subject to change. No portion of Bluejack is currently being offered for sale or lease. These materials are provided for information purposes only and
are not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy or lease real estate at Bluejack. Developer is only accepting non-binding reservations at this time. No sale or lease
of real estate may occur at this time.
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Investment Opportunity
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Class A Finishes
Easy Access to I-45

Providing Woodlands Area Companies with Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 18 Years | cypressbrook.com
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tNow Open
1 Dr. Dawn Brown opened ADHD
Wellness Center in September at 2219
Sawdust, Spring. Brown specializes in
general, child and adolescent psychiatry.
281-367-1015.
2 At Home Healthcare opened a
new office at 2219 Sawdust, Spring, in
September. At Home Healthcare offers
home support and pediatric services. The
facility also provides skilled nursing and

therapy services. 877-696-8773.
www.athomehealth.org
3 Central Taco opened in July at
19075 I-45 N., Ste. 752, Shenandoah, in
the Portofino Shopping Center. Central
Taco serves traditional Mexican dishes,
including tacos al carbon, seafood tacos,
tostadas, bowls and appetizers.
936-206-5936. www.centraltaco.com
4 Gemini Pain and Spine Center
opened at 17450 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 390,

The Woodlands, on Aug. 5. The facility
offers comprehensive treatment programs
for chronic pain sufferers. 832-848-0002.
www.geminipain.com
Personal Chef Services of Texas opened
its Woodlands location in August. Chef
Steve Russom brings supplies and cooks
entrees with complementary side dishes
in customer’s homes. www.facebook.com/
personalchefservicesoftexas
5 Showtime Orthodontic Arts opened

in September at 7901 Research Forest
Drive, The Woodlands. The orthodontics
office features a Showtime Theater, which
provides entertainment for kids, and
a wireless Internet lounge. Showtime
X-ray equipment uses less radiation than
traditional X-rays. 832-663-9191.
www.thewoodlandsbraces.com
6 Springwood Montessori opened Aug.
4 at 25200 Richards Road, Spring. The
school offers the traditional Montessori
method of instruction. Spanish, dance

NEW SHIPMENT OF
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS.
HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!
Like us on facebook

www.woodlandsruggallery.com
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Jesse Mendoza

9 Walgreens opened its new Woodlands
location Sept. 12 at 26288 Kuykendahl
Road. The store features a variety of health
care goods, prescriptions, medicines and
grocery items. 281-378-2995.
www.walgreens.com

Coming Soon
10 Costco will open Nov. 21 at Hwy. 242
and I-45. Costco is a membership-only
warehouse club that sells produce, home
appliances and electronics. The location
offers an onsite pharmacy, hearing aid
center, optometrists and photo processing.
Costco also features Kirkland products.
www.costco.com
11 Crust Pizza is opening its third
location by the end of the year in the
Creekside Park Village Center. Crust
features made-from-scratch pizzas with
a variety of toppings in an upscale family
dining environment. The restaurant also
offers beer and wine selections.
281-298-8844. www.crustpizzaco.com

14 Parkway ER Creekside will open at
25450 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 300, in early
November. The 24-hour emergency room
is open seven days per week and offers
emergency, injury, imaging and laboratory
services. The emergency room accepts
most major private insurance plans.
www.parkwayer.com
15 Robard’s Steakhouse will open Oct.
27 at 125 Autumnwood Way in The
Woodlands Resort and Conference Center.
The upscale classic American steakhouse
is named after Howard Hughes, whose
middle name is Robard. The restaurant
overlooks the 18th green of the Panther
Trail Golf Course and features an in-house
butchery, smokehouse, a fresh seafood bar
and a glassed–in wine cellar. 281-364-6400.
www.woodlandsresort.com
16 Russo’s New York Pizzeria Spring
Marketplace will open a third location in
The Woodlands area at 24230 Kuykendahl
Road, Ste. 200, Spring. Along with its
selection of New York-style pizza, calzones
and Italian meals, the pizzeria will feature
a wine bar, private room and an outdoor
patio. www.nypizzeria.com

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Co.

12
H-E-B will open its fourth Woodlands location in the Creekside Park Village Center Oct. 22.

Relocation
17 Masters in Dietetics, LLC relocated
to 2219 Sawdust Road in mid-August.
Masters in Dietetics provides nutritional
services and programs in medical nutrition
therapy, diabetes management, cholesterol
reduction and food allergies. 844-532-7623.
www.thewoodlandsdietitian.com
18 The Montgomery County Food Bank
relocated from their downtown Conroe
location to 1 Food For Life Way in Harpers
Landing on Sept. 30. The Woodforest Food
Bank Center gives the food bank a larger
facility to collect food for distribution
to partner organizations. 936-539-6686.
www.mcfoodbank.org

Anniversary
19 Houston Spine & Sports Medicine
celebrates its anniversary in its Woodlands
location at 25216 Grogans Park Drive.
The doctors specialize in spine treatment,
orthopedic injuries and musculoskeletal
conditions. 281-357-5454.
www.houstonsportsmedicine.com

6
Springwood Montessori opened Aug. 4 at 25200
Richards Road in Spring.

15
Robard’s Steakhouse will open Oct. 27 at the
Woodlands Resort and Conference Center.

19
News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Courtesy Springwood Montessori

8 San Antonio-based Texas Leather
Interiors opened a new store at 26333 I-45
N., Spring, on Aug. 28. The store offers
leather sofas, recliners, office furniture,
dining room furniture and bedroom sets.
281-761-6545.
www.texasleatherinteriors.com

13 Mi Rancho Mexican Grill and Bar
will open its third north Houston-area
location Oct. 13 on Research Forest Drive.
Mi Rancho serves traditional Tex-Mex
dishes, including fajitas, tacos, enchiladas
and seafood entrees. The restaurant also
offers lunch specials and provides catering
services. 281-651-4856.
www.miranchomexicangrill.com

Courtesy The Woodlands Resort

7 Sweet Revenge Bake Shoppe opened
at 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 180, The
Woodlands, in July. The shop owners
opened the shop after leaving the franchise
store business to pursue their own familyowned business. The shop serves breakfast
items, pastries, coffee, and assorted juices
and drinks. 936-231-8667.
www.sweetrevengebakeshoppe.com

12 H-E-B Creekside will open its
100,000-square-foot store Oct. 22 at 26500
Kuykendahl Road in the Creekside Park
Village Center. H-E-B offers grocery,
household and personal care items,
including its own brand of selections. The
store will feature a pharmacy, meat and
seafood market, and bakery. www.heb.com

Houston Spine & Sports Medicine has been open
for a year at 25216 Grogan’s Park Drive.

Courtesy Houston Spine & Sports Medicine

and music are included in the tuition as
well as meals. Full-time and part-time
programs are offered for children from 6
weeks through 6 years old. The teachers at
Springwood Montessori are accredited by
the American Montessori Association.
281-298-5252.
www.springwoodmontessori.com
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4 The Cheese Course bistro and cheese
market will open in October at 1501 Lake
Robbins Drive, Ste. 110, The Woodlands.
Cheese Course features more than 150
artisanal cheeses imported from around
the world and offers a bistro-style menu.
The Woodlands location will be the first
in Texas for The Cheese Course, which
also has locations in Florida and Colorado.
www.thecheesecourse.com
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Now Open
1 Arhaus Furniture opened its new store
at 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1024,
in The Woodlands Mall on Sept. 12. The
store features natural hardwood and stone
furniture as well as wrought-iron beds.
281-465-9462. www.arhaus.com
2 Children’s clothing designer Peek
Kids opened its new store at Market Street
at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 450, The
Woodlands, on Sept. 18. The Californiabased company offers contemporary in-

house designer clothing, accessories, shoes
and gifts for girls and boys in sizes 0-14.
Each item is prewashed and preshrunk.
281-907-8741. www.peekkids.com
3 Ruggles Green is planning a December
opening for its first Woodlands location
and fourth in the Greater Houston area.
The restaurant will be at 2501 Research
Forest Drive. Ruggles Green specializes
in fresh salads and items such as its 98%
Lean Buffalo Burger and Veggie Nut Hemp
Burger. www.rugglesgreen.com

5 Johnny Was will open a new store at
Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, The
Woodlands, in the first quarter of 2015.
Johnny Was clothing features eclectic
bohemian designs with flowing silks and
detailed tops, bottoms and dresses. The
store offers belts, handbags and jewelry.
866-942-8806. www.johnnywas.com
6 Nestle Toll House Cafe by Chip will
open its new store at 25 Waterway, The
Woodlands, by the end of October. The
cafe offers mocha frappes, custom cookie
cakes and smoothies. Indoor and outdoor
seating is offered. 832-663-6895.
www.nestlecafe.com

Relocation
7 A Strong CPA relocated to 1790
Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands,
on Aug. 15 to accommodate its expanding

2
California based Peek Kids opened a store at
Market Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 450.

3
Ruggles Green is projected to open by December
at 2501 Research Forest Drive.

business. The legal firm provides business
law services that include real estate, wills
and commercial disputes. 281-288-1788.
www.astrongcpa.com

Closed
8 Italian cuisine restaurant Luca &
Leonardo Ristorante has closed at 20
Waterway Avenue.
News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

FALL

SPECIALS
Botox ® is a simple and safe way to minimize wrinkles, caused by

contractions of the underlying facial muscles. Muscles around the
eyes and forehead will, over time, create wrinkles, lines and furrows in
the skin.
By relaxing these contracting muscles, frown lines, worry lines,
crow’s feet and wrinkles can be erased.

JUVÉDERM® XC is the smooth gel filler that your injector

uses to instantly smooth away wrinkles around your mouth and
nose. With just one treatment, you’ll get smooth and
natural-looking results that last up to a year.

JUVÉDERM VOLUMA™ XC is The first and only FDA-approved
filler to correct age-related volume loss in the midface. With
optimal treatment, natural-looking results last up to 2 years.

PERFECT
SKIN

Only treatment FDA-cleared for a
non-invasive neck, eyebrow, and
under-chin lift
Non-invasive treatment that uses ultrasound
and the body’s own natural healing process to
lift and tighten loose skin on the eyebrow, neck,
and under the chin.
Ultherapy has proven to be an inviting
alternative for those who are not yet
ready for surgery.

ANDREW T. LYOS MD AESETHIC PLASTIC SURGERY

THE WOODLANDS
(O) 281-681 - 9660
TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
(O) 713-799-8989
WWW.LYOSMD.COM

Courtesy Peek Kids

Coming Soon

Research Forest Dr.

Only FDA-approved non-surgical fat reduction treatment

Freezes away stubborn fat that resists all efforts of diet and exercise
No surgery, No Downtime

Courtesy Ruggles Green
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ADVERTISEMENT

“Buy land, they aren’t making it anymore.”- Mark Twain
Land, as far back as anyone can remember, has been considered a most valuable commodity – an idea Mark Twain captured in his simple quote, “Buy land, they aren’t
making it anymore.” Here in North Harris and Montgomery counties, real estate participants are embracing Twain’s philosophy and buying land at a substantial pace.
The amount of land sale activity is no surprise considering local market conditions. The area’s rapid employment growth, pro business environment, and the quality of
life for residents all influence the real estate market and work to create desirable land opportunities. Major developments in the area, like the new ExxonMobil corporate
campus, will continue to fuel demand for commercial land in the foreseeable future.

Why this land site and how is it valued?
Diana Gaines

Commercial Real
Estate Leaders
LANDLORD & TENANT
REPRESENTATION
SITE ACQUISITION
SALES & LEASING
REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Land owners, investors, and developers always ask the question, “What can my site be used for and what is it worth?” The Highest and Best Use is determined by
what land use will generate the greatest cash flow and value for that property. Highest and Best Use is influenced by the basic concept of supply and demand. Supply
represents how much the market can offer, while demand refers to how much of a product or service is desired by buyers. All land sites are unique and affected by everchanging market conditions. This makes the task of calculating supply and demand for available land only more complex and time consuming. Development plans or
marketing may need to be modified to reflect and capitalize on unanticipated trends.
In this same vein, Market Value is
an important guideline used by real
estate professionals and appraisers
to determine the probable value
of a tract of land. The factors they
consider include the land parcel’s size,
shape, road frontage, visibility, and
location at a signalized intersection.
Other factors like public utilities
or environmental issues, and local
conditions in a community also have
an impact. Ultimately, Fair Market
Value occurs when a willing Seller
and a willing Buyer agree on the
land’s value and strike a transaction.
Through their daily participation and
activities, market experts reach out
to their counterparts and customers
to discuss market trends, track
recent comparable sales, and review
current listings in order to keep
abreast of the items that effect a
property’s Fair Market Value.

Enhancing Value

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

The Woodlands, founded by businessman and land developer the late George P. Mitchell, is a great example of a community prepared for future population growth and
land consumption. The master planning process includes forecasts of households and various land uses the community will add as it expands, thus enhancing the value
of present and future developments. Sometimes land owners may have a predetermined value, but educating them and explaining the development process, along with
market conditions, often helps them realize their property commands a higher value, particularly in growing and emerging markets.
If you are considering buying or selling land, our team of expert commercial real estate brokers at The J. Beard Real Estate Company can provide the information you
need to make a sound decision. Tap into our insight, leadership, and expertise by calling 281-367-2220, or visit our web site at www.jbeardcompany.com to view our
current listings.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President
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WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

1

2

0

%

APR

ON 10 NEW
TOYOTA
MODELS

2 YEARS NO COST
MAINTENANCE *

OVER 300 CAMRYS
TO CHOOSE

NEW 2014.5 TOYOTA CAMRY L

18,877

$

GET

ON ALL REMAINING ‘14 CAMRYS

OR

6,000

$

3

35 MPG

OFF
MSRP

0% APR FOR 72 MOS. & $500 BONUS CASH*

NEW 2014 TOYOTA RAV4 LE 2WD

$

20,877

NEW 2015 TOYOTA COROLLA L AUTO

15,877

$

PLUS

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

OR

4,000

$

OR

0%
APR

31 MPG
5

37 MPG

8,000

$

OFF MSRP

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

5,000

OFF
MSRP

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

ON NEW 2014 SIENNA L

OR

21,877

$

6

OR

0%
APR

NEW 2014 TOYOTA AVALON XLE

NEW
NE
W 2014 TOYOTA HIG
HIGHLANDER PLAT

25 MPG

OFF
MSRP

NEW 2014 TOYOTA SIENNA LTD

25 MPG

7

4

ON ALL REMAINING ‘14 COROLLAS

0% APR

$

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

22 MPG

8

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

27,877

$

OR

0%
APR

The Woodlands Edition • October 2014

NEWS

News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.com

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

Compiled by Brian Walzel
Construction on the project is expected
to begin by the summer of 2105, with a
one-year construction timeline.

1488
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summer 2015, SJRA spokeswoman Ronda
Trow said.

Timeline: Construction is expected to
be complete by summer 2015
Cost: $550 million
Funding sources: SJRA

Timeline: Summer 2015–summer 2016
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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Project on hold
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In The Woodlands, the SJRA is
working to finish pipeline construction
along Grogan’s Mill Road, south of South
Millbend Drive, by the end of October, and
will be working to test the water pipeline
and restore landscaping in future months.
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7B Pipeline construction in Oak Ridge
North continues in a utility easement
located along Oak Ridge Forest Lane
and along Hanna Road. The SJRA will
also begin pipeline construction along
Maplewood Drive in early 2015.

7A

5 Woodlands Parkway expansion
TxDOT is widening the westbound lanes
of Woodlands Parkway from just west of
Grogan’s Mill Road to East Panther
Creek Drive, over Lake Woodlands. This
project is on hold after TxDOT revoked
the bond of the contractor, Menade, Inc.,
for failure to meet the project deadline.
TxDOT is planning to re-bid the project
to another contractor, but no timeframe
has been established for selecting a new
contractor. According to TxDOT, there is
not a new contractor or timeline set to
finish the remainder of the project.

8 I-45 HOV lanes
Jesse Mendoza
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1 Hwy. 242 direct connectors
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects include
a northbound flyover from I-45 traveling to
westbound Hwy. 242, ending at Maverick
Way, as well as a eastbound flyover traveling
to southbound I-45, ending south of Hwy.
242. Sections of I-45 will be closed for six
consecutive weekends starting from Oct. 3
through Nov. 10 to allow for the installation of
steel support beams, said Jenny Taraborelli,
program manager for PTP Transportation.

Timeline: Project is expected to be
completed by the first quarter of 2015.
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of
Transportation, Montgomery County
Precinct 2

Funding sources: Montgomery County
Precinct 3

3 Kuykendahl Road extension
This project, including extending two lanes of
Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge Drive to
Crownridge Drive, completes a missing half-mile
segment of Kuykendahl Road through The
Woodlands. The project is now underway and is
expected to be complete by the end of the year.

Timeline: Construction started in August
and is expected to be complete by the end
of 2014.
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

date has been determined.

Expanded Trolley Service

Cost: $3.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

The Woodlands Township is working to
expand and reroute trolley service beyond
Town Center to areas to potentially include
Hughes Landing and others areas. The
project is designed to improve mobility and
transportation in Town Center. A plan under
consideration would include two routes, an
express route and another for more leisurely
travel. The plan would also require the
township to purchase five new trolleys at a
cost of $170,000 each. The township board of
directors is considering the cost and the plan
for its fiscal year 2014–15 budget.

6 The Grand Parkway
Three segments, sections F1, F2 and G,
totaling 37 miles are under construction on
Houston’s third outer loop. The local segments
stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature
major overpasses and interchanges at Hwy.
290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. Construction is
requiring several lane closures and traffic
diversions on the feeder roads between FM
2920 and the Hardy Toll Road. For more
information on the latest lane closures and
diversions, visit www.grandparkway99.com.

Timeline: Project complete
Cost: $700,000

Timeline: The project will take a year to 18
months to complete once it begins.
Cost: $913,966
Funding sources: The Woodlands Township

Timeline: Construction is expected to be
complete by the end of 2015
Cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

Turn lane improvements

Pipeline installation

Widening lanes
Jesse Mendoza

2 Woodlands Parkway at
Kuykendahl Road
Montgomery County Precinct 3 has
extended several turn lanes to improve traffic
flow. The project included extending
eastbound and westbound left and right
turn lanes on Woodlands Parkway onto
Kuykendahl Road, and the northbound
left turn lane on Kuykendahl Road onto
Woodlands Parkway.

7 SJRA GRP
4 FM 2978 widening
TxDOT is widening a 4-mile stretch of FM
2978 from two lanes to four lanes
between Dry Creek Road to FM 1488.

TxDOT will add high-occupancy vehicle
lanes along I-45 between FM 1960 and Loop
336. The project will help alleviate traffic
congestion along I-45 near The Woodlands,
Oak Ridge North and Shenandoah. TxDOT
is exploring bids from contractors and
construction could begin in early 2016.

Timeline: Construction will take about a
year to complete once it begins.
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

Timeline: No restart date or completion

99

13

The San Jacinto River Authority is installing
pipeline throughout The Woodlands and
Oak Ridge North as part of its Groundwater
Reduction Plan. The SJRA is ahead of
schedule and plans to begin delivering
water to Montgomery County residents by

Fifteen intersections throughout The
Woodlands will see extended or additional
turn lanes designed to improve traffic flow.
Turn lane extensions will be located at
intersections primarily along Woodlands
Parkway and Research Forest and Lake
Woodlands Drives. Turn lane improvements
have been completed at Woodlands Parkway
at Branch Crossing, Panther Creek and
Flintridge Drives.

Timeline: The remaining improvements
should be complete by the end of the year.
Cost: $5.4 million
Funding sources: The Woodlands Road
Utility District, Montgomery County
Precinct 3

14

NEWS

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

SEEING BETTER
SO WE CAN HEAL BETTER.
THAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN PRACTICING
MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.
At Houston Methodist, our patients are at the center of all that we do.
Using three-, four- and five-dimensional imaging, we can plan a patient’s
intricate procedure before surgery, while real time CT scans and MRIs
allow us to navigate their body with unprecedented accuracy during
surgery. Which means less risk for patients, faster healing and a
better outcome.
Houston Methodist is coming to The Woodlands in late 2015. To learn more,
visit houstonmethodist.org. or call 713.790.3333.
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MOBILITY STUDY: RELIEVING LOCAL CONGESTION

Proposed roadway improvement/addition
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NEXT TWENTY YEARS
The Houston-Galveston Area Council has
compiled a comprehensive mobility study
of the south Montgomery County area that
includes short- and long-term projects.
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H-GAC reveals $1.6 billion worth of projects in study
By Brian Walzel

The Houston-Galveston Area Council revealed its initial draft of the South
Montgomery County Mobility Study to
the public and local elected officials at a
pair of September meetings.
The study, which was initiated in October 2013, identified $1.6 billion worth of
mobility improvements needed in south
Montgomery County over the next 20
years.
The study cited dozens of projects
designed to ease congestion and handle
the influx of residents moving into the
south county area now and over the next
two decades. The recommended projects
include needed over and underpasses,
lane widenings, new roadways, signal
improvements and highway interchanges.
“The goal here was for us to put pencil
to paper to produce products that we can
deliver in a short amount of time,” Montgomery County Precinct 3 Commissioner
James Noack said. “Right now, the goal is
to make as many improvements as we can
with the resources we have.”
The study focus area included The
Woodlands, Oak Ridge North, Shenandoah, east of I-45 along the Rayford Road
corridor, and north to FM 1488.
The study was compiled by a focus
group that included representatives
from—among others—H-GAC, Montgomery County, The Woodlands Township, The Woodlands Road Utility District
No. 1 and the cities of Shenandoah and
Oak Ridge North.
Projects were divided into long-term
and short-term needs, with short-term
projects being planned for the next five
years. Long-term needs were six to 20
years out.
The cost estimates were separated
between short-term and long-term

projects. Key corridors identified by
H-GAC will cost $195 million, while additional corridors under the short-term plan
will cost $145.3 million. Project studies
are projected at $23.8 million, and longterm project estimates are $1.23 billion.
Carlene Mullins, transportation planner for H-GAC, identified six areas that
need attention now and in the next five
years. Among those are the Rayford
Road/Sawdust Road area, I-45 and Woodlands Parkway/Robinson Road, Lake
Woodlands Drive at Grogan’s Mill Road,
Gosling Road and Research Forest Drive.
Among the long-term solutions H-GAC
identified in the study are establishing a
grid network of roads east of I-45 with
major north/south corridors, improving
Grogan’s Mill Road between Woodlands
Parkway and Sawdust Road, and improving the overpass interchange at I-45 and
FM 1488.
Some elected and appointed officials,
including township director Gordy Bunch
and Montgomery County Tax Assessor/
Collector J.R. Moore, expressed concern
that the project did not include proposals
for easing congestion along I-45.
H-GAC transportation program manager David Wurdlow said many of the
proposals in the plan are designed to keep
drivers from needing to travel along I-45.
“We’re trying to get traffic off of I-45,”
he said. “The goal here is to have an alternate route along I-45.”
Wurdlow said H-GAC examined the
possibility of including 10 miles of six
elevated lanes along I-45. He said the cost
would be about $750 million.
“The unfortunate reality is the I-45
project is going to take a considerable
amount of time,” he said. “We decided
early on that we would focus our efforts
on what local governments can do

relatively quickly.”
Meanwhile, the Texas Department of
Transportation is planning to add HOV
lanes along I-45 by next spring in hopes of
easing congestion.
“When we’re all said and done with
this, we’re still two lanes short on I-45,”
township director Mike Bass said. “So
we haven’t solved the problem as far as
congestion [is concerned].”
Two of the projects identified on the
study, grade separations—or under or
overpasses—at Research Forest Drive and
Grogan’s Mill Road, and at Lake Woodlands Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, drew
opposition.
Shenandoah Mayor Gary Watts said
his city would not support an overpass at
Research Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill
Road, and township director Ed Robb
voiced his displeasure about the proposed
overpass at Lake Woodlands Drive and
Grogan’s Mill Road. Robb is the senior
pastor at The Woodlands United Methodist Church, which is located at Lake
Woodlands Drive.
“I am not supportive of an overpass, but
I could support an underpass,” Robb said.
“It’s never easy to build roads—people
want mobility but they don’t want any
inconvenience in their backyard. But one
can’t ignore impact. So, how do you make
these coexist?”
In addition to vehicle lane improvements, H-GAC’s study also included
recommendations for a $27 million,
85-mile bicycle and pedestrian network.
The recommendations included installing
bike lanes along available utility easements and installing bike lanes away from
roadways separated by easements.
Noack said the next step is to decide
which projects are a priority, planning
those projects and determining funding.

In
Case of
emergency

Present this ad to receive

Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*
*some exclusions may apply. Only
accepted at Woodlands and
Katy locations. Expires 11-14-14

832.299.2500
priorityER.com
3759 FM 1488, Suite 500
The Woodlands, Tx 77384

16

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

NEWS

Get Moving...
and visit a community in

The Woodlands Village of Creekside Park today!

Now is the time to buy your new Toll Brothers dream home.
Homes available for Fall move-in!
The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
Wooded Overlook
Home Site #12 • Vitoria Berkshire
• 4 BR, 4-1/2 BA • 4,606 sq. ft.
• Cathedral Ceiling in Family Room
AVAILABLE NOW!
$786,281 • (281) 255-0299

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
The Estates at Blairs Way
Home Site #23 • McKinley Mediterranean
• 5 BR, 4-1/2 BA • 4,972 sq. ft.
• 4-Car Split Garage
AVAILABLE NOW!
$1,036,009 • (281) 516-0899

The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
Wooded Overlook
Home Site #5 • Maltese Bordeaux
• 4 BR, 4-1/2 BA • 4,766 sq. ft.
• 3-Car Tandem Garage
AVAILABLE NOW!
$792,295 • (281) 255-0299

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
The Estates at Blairs Way
Home Site #25 • Vinton Renaissance
• 5 BR, 4-1/2 BA • 6,450 sq. ft.
• Intimate Dining Room with Wine Grotto
AVAILABLE NOW!
$1,066,609 • (281) 516-0899

The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
Coronet Ridge
Home Site #24 • Avila Bordeaux
• 5 BR, 5-1/2 BA • 4,970 sq. ft.
• Covered Porch w/ Cathedral Ceiling
AVAILABLE NOW!
$867,254 • (281) 516-0899

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
The Estates at Blairs Way
Home Site #21 • Sandhaven Mediterranean
• 5 BR, 5-1/2 BA • 6,305 sq. ft.
• Gorgeous Dual Staircase
AVAILABLE NOV. 2014
$1,106,735 • (281) 516-0899

The Woodlands, TX

QuickDeliveryHomes.com/Woodlands today!
Design trends, tips,
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

Five-Time Texas
Builder of the Year!*

Coronet
Ridge

CREEKS
ID
E

Wooded
The Estates Overlook
at Blairs Way Model
Model
HUFSMITH RD.

FOREST DR.

GOSLING RD.

For directions and more information on homes available
for Quick Delivery in The Woodlands, visit

Exit 77

WOODLANDS PKWY.

KUYKENDAHL RD.

The Woodlands – Creekside Park
Coronet Ridge
Home Site #36 • Vallagio Manor
• 5 BR, 4-1/2 BA • 5,575 sq. ft.
• Media Room and Game Room
AVAILABLE NOW!
$966,389 • (281) 516-0899

45

Creekside Park
Village Center
HEB Opening
this Fall!

Map Not to Scale

Open Monday - Saturday: 10am - 6pm, Sunday: 12pm - 6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon
to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.
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reaction among area residents.
“We will continue to install the
flashing yellow lights where we
can,” he said.
As part of the overall plan, The
Woodlands RUD has planned to
construct separations—an overpass or underpass—at Research
Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill

Road, and at Lake Woodlands
Drive at Grogan’s Mill Road.
However, the RUD has decided
not to build the overpass at
Research Forest Drive and
instead focus its efforts to help
fund an extension of Kuykendahl
Road into Harris County, said
Robert Heineman, vice president

Dawn Gayken DDS, PLLC
ANXIOUS ABOUT GOING
TO THE DENTIST?

Equal or Lesser Value

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish
Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be
duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with any
other oﬀer. Not valid for online ordering. Oﬀer expires
11/17/2014.
Original Coupon valid only,
copies not accepted.

Ask us about oral
conscious sedation.
It works like a dream!

Buy 6 Kolaches &
Get 6 FREE!

It’s safer and costs far less than IV sedation.
A good way to catch up on years of dentistry
in a single visit.

Most dental PPO insurance accepted
We use a highly sophisticated and advanced
3-D technology.

Equal or Lesser Value

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380
281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304
936-539-2050

Our services include:

281-367-2767 | www.gaykendds.com
25250 Borough Park Suite 107
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or
Polish Varieties. One coupon per customer. May
not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined
with any other oﬀer. Not valid for online ordering.
Oﬀer expires 11/17/2014.
Original Coupon valid only,
copies not accepted.

$5 ENTRY FEE

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

CEREC - Single Visit Crowns and Veneers.
A revolutionary way to restore damaged teeth
in a single visit.
Teeth Cleaning
Dental Implants
Cosmetic Dentistry
Fillings & Crowns
Root Canals
Traditional &
Invisalign Orthodontic Treatment
Dentures
Teeth Whitening
Sedation Dentistry
Comprehensive Exam with only Dr. Gayken

of planning for The Woodlands
Development Company and
spokesman for the RUD.
Heineman said plans are still
underway for a $7.3 million grade
separation at Lake Woodlands
Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road,
although a start date for that
project has not been determined.

Buy 3 Kolaches &
Get 3 FREE!

General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

3 dimensional diagnosis &
treatment planning available
along with same day extractions &
placement of implants
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Construction is underway on
more than $7 million worth of
intersection and traffic signal
improvements throughout The
Woodlands. The improvements
include re-timing more than
39 traffic signals and adding
or extending turn lanes at 15
intersections.
Matt Beasley, transportation
planner for Montgomery County
Precinct 3, said the projects
should be complete by January.
The project is a partnership
between Montgomery County
Precinct 3, The Woodlands
Township and The Woodlands
Road Utility District No. 1.
“We are very proud of these
simple intersection improvements,” Beasley said. “They will
really help mobility right now.”
The project includes extending turn lanes at some of The
Woodlands’ most heavily traveled
intersections, including Grogan’s
Mill Road at Lake Woodlands
Drive, and Woodlands Parkway
at Kuykendahl Road.

Some roadways are also
seeing added turn lanes, such as
the westbound lanes of Woodlands Parkway at Kuykendahl
Road, where crews are installing
an additional turn lane into the
Indian Springs Village Center.
Beasley said by extending a
turn lane 200 feet, the lanes could
accommodate 10 more vehicles.
The improvements are being
paid for with existing money
from the three entities contributing to the project. Beasley said
each lane improvement costs
about $700,000.
“We did it with the dollars we
have,” Beasley said. “It is a bargain,
but it does cost a lot of money.”
In addition to the turn lane
additions and extensions, the
county and township are working
to improve traffic light timing.
Signalization has been adjusted
at intersections along Research
Forest Drive and Lake Woodlands
drives, among other locations. The
county has also installed flashing
yellow left-turn lights that Beasley said has garnered a positive
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By Brian Walzel
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Woodlands-area traffic lane
improvements underway

The Woodlands Township, Montgomery County Precinct 3 and The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1 are funding more than $19 million
worth of mobility improvements in The Woodlands. Among those improvements are turn extensions and additions at several intersections.
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Making a Turn for the Better

18 and younger • 65 and older

SHOP MORE THAN
THE WOODLANDS COLLEGE PARK HIGH SCHOOL
ONE FREE CUPCAKE for first 100 paid entrants!
baked by SWEET REVENGE

MEET & GREET

TO MEET T-ROY, STAR OF
THE HISTORY CHANNEL’S
SWAMP PEOPLE
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3 HUGHES LANDING
LAKE WOODLANDS NEWEST LANDMARK
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Move-in date - Third Quarter 2015
12-story Class A office building - 300,000 rentable square feet
Designed to be LEED Silver Certified
Panoramic views of Lake Woodlands
Easy access to Interstate 45
Full-service, upscale hotel in Hughes Landing
Nearby restaurants - Del Frisco’s Grille, Escalante’s,
California Pizza Kitchen, Local Pour gastropub and multiple
other restaurants
One Lake’s Edge, a 390-unit upscale multifamily residence
Concierge program for Tenants
Golf, tennis, fitness, spa facilities and fine dining nearby
at The Club at Carlton Woods
Fitness Center & Conference Center availability
Walking distance from planned mixed-use amenities
including Whole Foods Market®

When you move into 3 Hughes Landing, you will experience
this exciting urban environment. Become a partner with us in
fulfilling our vision – Where Entrepreneurship, Innovation &
Lifestyle Intersect.

Where Business Lives Well
281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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By Abigail Allen

Work on expanding Woodlands Parkway from four lanes to six lanes has come
to a standstill.
The Texas Department of Transportation defaulted on Menade Inc., the
Kingwood-based contractor that was
awarded the original contract for the project, effective Sept. 1. TxDOT is now working with the surety company, International
Fidelity Insurance Company, to select a
new contractor.
“It’s not going to go through the traditional bidding process, so it won’t take as
long as a traditional bid,” TxDOT spokeswoman Deidrea Samuels said. “But we do
need to work closely with [International
Fidelity] to make sure that we choose the
right contractor.”
Originally the project was supposed to
be completed in December of 2013.
However, it hit several snags.
“We just experienced some challenges
working with them to deliver the project
in the timeframe that was promised,”
Samuels said. “And continued to—deadlines continued to not be met with the new
timeframes that we were given—so in the
end, we felt that it was best to work directly

with the surety to ensure the project would
be completed.”
As of Sept. 1, the project was a little
more than 80 percent completed. Menade
President Jerry Wade said the company
was about one week out from finishing the
project.
“My outlook on the whole deal was, we’ll
finish the job and then we’ll argue about
whose fault what is, but they chose to do a
different route,” Wade said.
Samuels said the choice to stop working
with Menade on the expansion was the
result of several different problems and
that the pros outweighed the cons.
“I know that seems like, at this point,
why wouldn’t we allow the contractor
to finish?” she said. “It’s a decision that
certainly took a while, in that we really sat
down and thought about it. And we did
not make that decision lightly because we
knew when you default the contract, the
work essentially stops. So we were saying
that we would rather work with the surety
company than continue to prolong the
completion of the project working with
Menade.”
Every day that the project exceeded the
initial number of project days allowed,

Brian Walzel

TxDOT defaults on Woodlands
Parkway expansion contractor

Crews work on the eastbound lane extension of Woodlands Parkway prior to the contractor’s termination.

Menade was charged $785 in liquidated
damages.
“[Menade] is paid monthly by the work
they complete,” Samuels said. “So it is taken
out of what we owe them for the project.”
Wade cited “continual design problems”
and other issues at the project location
as the cause of the delays, and said that
TxDOT would take weeks or longer to
respond when told about the problems.
Samuels said Menade could still be
selected for other TxDOT projects if it submits the lowest bid and meets the requirements for a job.
“They’re working on a contract at north
Harris [County] right now,” Samuels said.
The surety company, which Samuels
compared to a car insurance company,

holds the bond for the stalled project and is
responsible for the project’s completion.
First, the surety has to determine if
Menade is in default. Wade compared
the situation to a car accident, in that
the insurance company has to verify the
accident has happened before it will pay for
repairs.
If International Fidelity and TxDOT
select a different contractor, the new
construction company will then provide a
timeline for completing the project. And
if the surety does find Menade to be in
default, it will be a first for Wade.
“I’ve been doing this 35 years … never
been in default or never been late on a job,”
Wade said. “I’ve got 30-something other
projects going on. Not one problem.”

Adult Day Care

Kelly Malatesta
Senior Mortgage Advisor
AREAS OF EXPERTISE:

Healthcare • Day Center • Personal Care •
Versatile Activity Program

9595 Six Pines Dr., Suite 6290
The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

I-45

As heard on KSEV 700 am with Steve Drake!

Lisa Suarez

Nursery Rd.

e Dr.

NMLS#614071

Frailty & Physical Dependence
Memory Impairment
Stroke and Parkinson’s
Chronic Diseases
Isolation and Depression

Oak Ridg

kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

We care for:

Budde Rd.

Purchase & Refinance
• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA
One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

Our Services:

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank

Executive Director & Co-Owner
281-419-3600
281-361-7000
mlisas1019@gmail.com

157 Nursery Road • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.sarahcare.com/woodlands

WE OFFER CARE TO ALL WOMEN WITH A GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CONDITION

RECLAIM YOUR LIFE
OUR MISSION
To provide comprehensive, personalized, evidence based
gynecologic oncology care to women

COMMON
SERVICES WE
PROVIDE
SCHEDULING
936-447-9490 (office) • 832-442-4657 (fax) • Ghpmagynonc.com

• Evaluation and treatment of ovarian, uterine,
cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers
• Evaluation and treatment of cervical and
vaginal dysplasia
• Evaluation and treatment of vulvar intraepithelial
neoplasia
• Evaluation of complex adnexal or pelvic masses
• Evaluation of postmenopausal bleeding
• Second opinions

OFFICE LOCATIONS
17521 St Luke’s Way
Suite 180
The Woodlands, TX 77384
22710 Professional Drive
Suite 202
Kingwood, TX 77339
837 FM 1960 West
Suite 106
Houston, TX 77090

20

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

NEWS

OCT 24
through
NOV 16
FRI – SUN
11AM-4PM

a strong move_Layout 1 9/2/14 10:27 AM Page 2

A Strong Move

Our growing law firm has expanded and moved to Two Hughes Landing
to better serve the dynamic and thriving business community of The Woodlands.
Two Hughes Landing • 1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard • Suite 200
The Woodlands, TX 77380 • 281.367.1222 • www.thestrongfirm.com
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TRANSPORTATION

Mobility planners consider options at Research Forest, Grogan’s Mill Road

Opened September 2014

the solution that we all agree on,” Shenandoah City Administrator Greg Smith said.
“Shenandoah could not agree to allow the
overpass to be built because it would have
an adverse effect on our businesses.”
The city’s earlier opposition was based
on what Smith called a lack of communication and a lack of looking into
alternatives to the overpass as well as
the increased noise an overpass could
cause. He said the plans The Woodlands
RUD submitted would have hurt some of
Shenandoah’s businesses.
“[Planners] were taking away one
entrance,” Smith said. “They were eliminating one entrance on the south side of
Research Forest to our newest retail development and medical development.”
The alternatives to the overpass for the

intersection were first announced Sept. 17
by the Houston–Galveston Area Council
as part of the South Montgomery County
Mobility Study. The new options include
building an underpass and combining
the various parts of the intersection into a
single intersection.
“Both of those would give relief [from
the traffic],” Smith said. “Instead of having two intersections or four intersections, it would come into one.”
Smith said he did not foresee the same
resistance to the alternatives that the city
of Shenandoah had to the overpass, but he
would need to see the official plans before
he could speak with certainty.
“I think there are some options now
that certainly can meet the needs of all
parties,” Smith said.

An overpass at Lake Woodlands Drive
and Grogan’s Mill Road is facing its
own opposition. The Woodlands United
Methodist Church, which has one of the
largest congregations of any church in
The Woodlands at more than 15,000, is
located at Lake Woodlands Drive just
west of Grogan’s Mill Road.
Senior pastor Ed Robb, who also serves
as a director on the township board,
voiced opposition to the project. Robb
said that if plans for an overpass were
nixed near Shenandoah, a city with a population of about 2,500, similar thought
should be given to an overpass near a
church with larger membership numbers.
Robb said he could potentially support
plans for an underpass, rather than an
overpass at the intersection.

Research Forest Drive at Grogan’s Mill Road
Officials from the city of Shenandoah
are opposed to a planned overpass at
Research Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill
Road. One of the alternatives planned is
an underpass at the intersection.

Mill Rd.

Local transportation entities have
announced alternative ideas to a previously planned overpass at Research Forest
Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, plans
that include a proposal for an overpass at
Lake Woodlands Drive and Grogan’s Mill
Road.
The Research Forest Drive overpass
faced opposition from the city of Shenandoah, leading The Woodlands Road
Utility District No. 1 to turn toward other
projects, particularly the expansion of
Kuykendahl Road in Harris County and
the Lake Woodlands Drive overpass at
Grogan’s Mill Road.
“There’s only funding to do one of the
two overpasses and the [financial] contribution on the Kuykendahl [Road] bridge,”
said Robert Heineman, spokesman for
The Woodlands RUD. “So rather than
doing Research Forest and Grogan’s Mill,
we’re going to focus on Lake Woodlands
Drive.”
Heineman said the RUD would not
continue with its involvement with the
plans for the intersection until there is
funding available.
He also listed three issues to be
addressed to fix traffic issues at Research
Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road.
The issues include the need to improve
traffic flow at Research Forest and I-45,
to increase the roadway capacity along
Research Forest Drive and to improve the
intersection itself.
“To do all three of those, you need a
coordinated effort between … Shenandoah, between the RUD if it were involved
in that—now [the RUD is] not involved
in that—and the county,” Heineman said.
“Right now there’s not a coordinated solution to all of that.”
About 35,000 vehicles pass through the
intersection of Research Forest Drive and
Grogan’s Mill Road daily, according to
a study by the The Woodlands Development Company.
“Shenandoah is wanting to be part of

Grogan’s

By Abigail Allen and Brian Walzel

One of the designs proposed for a new
interchange at Research Forest Drive and
Grogan’s Mill Road is an underpass. With this
design, drivers traveling east or west would have
the option of continuing under Grogan’s Mill
Road or exiting to make a turn at a stop light.

Research Forest Dr.

Stop lights would
be installed at two
intersections, allowing
drivers the option to
turn onto Research
Forest Drive or
Grogan’s Mill Road.

Under this proposal,
the current two-lane
northbound road
would not be utilized
and removed.

Source: HGAC
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“We are anticipating
[residential customers]
will save between 45
and 55 percent on their
water bill by using the
reclaimed water for
irrigation.”

I- 45

By Jesse Mendoza

As Montgomery County utility provid- lawns during summertime conditions,
ers work to reduce reliance on groundand it is obtained through the public
water, some local providers are implewater systems,” Jones said. “The Southmenting reclaimed water—or treated
ern Montgomery County MUD has
wastewater—systems for commercial and recognized this fact and … intends to
residential customers.
furnish water to homeowners as well.”
While reclaimed water use has been
In Phase 2 of the project, the SMCdiscussed for decades by some local
MUD will serve up to 140 residential
utility providers, such as the San Jacinto
customers in the Rayford Road area for
River Authority, an increasing amount
use for lawn irrigation. The district will
of utility providers are implementing the continue to invest about $1 million per
systems to reduce groundwater reliance
year to expand the system until it reaches
and the financial strain on customers.
about 85 percent of customers, Moffatt
Because reclaimed water is filtered and
said. The project may take five to six
recycled from treated wastewater, it is
years to complete.
only used for irrigation and is more cost
“We are anticipating [residential customeffective than potable water.
ers] will save between 45 and 55 percent
The Southern Montgomery County
on their water bill by using the reclaimed
Municipal Utility District, or SMCwater for irrigation,” Moffatt said.
MUD, has started inspecting, approvAdditionally, irrigation rates within
ing and delivering
the district will
reclaimed water to
increase on Oct. 1 for
seven commercial
customers eligible for
customers in the
the reclaimed water
first phase of its
system that do not
reclaimed water
convert from potable
delivery system.
water, Moffatt said.
The first phase cost
The Woodlands
about $3 million,
division of the SJRA
has a service area
has been deliverof 138 acres and
ing reclaimed water
primarily affects
to The Woodlands
—Rick Moffatt, MUD general manager
commercial cusCountry Club Tourtomers. The plan
nament Course for
is expected to conserve about 28 milabout five years now.
lion gallons of potable water demand
The SJRA system, however, releases the
annually, MUD General Manager Rick
reclaimed water into Lake Harrison as
Moffatt said.
the golf course draws its irrigation water
In addition, the SMCMUD will be
from the lake. Lake Harrison is located
the first in the county to deliver water
near the Grogan’s Mill Road and South
to residential customers, which will
Millbend Drive intersection.
directly address one of the largest strains
The pipeline for the partnership was
on groundwater resources, Lone Star
laid in the 1970s, which shows the SJRA
Groundwater Conservation District
was considering reclaimed water system
General Manager Kathy Jones said.
use over 30 years ago, said Steve Mckeon,
“The majority of water that is used
SJRA The Woodlands division utility
for irrigation purposes goes onto home
operations superintendent.

R d.

Richa rds R

R ay f o r d

Sp

Reclaimed water distribution drawing
interest in Montgomery County

Pr
iv

a te

D r.

Spring Hill D r.

SMCMU RECLAIMED WATER
Pruitt Dr.

The Southern Montgomery County Municipal Utility
District has installed a reclaimed water delivery system
to serve high-volume water users within its district.
The district will extend its reclaimed water—or
treated wastewater—to residential customers near
the Rayford Road area for irrigation use in the
next phase of the project, and will invest about
$1 million annually for further expansion.
Reclaimed water-eligible customers

Map not to scale

Reclaimed water distribution lines

FUNDING

RATE INCREASE

One of the biggest obstacles to reclaimed
water use is the cost of infrastructure
needed to deliver the water to potential
customers. Because of this, high-volume
customers are necessary to justify the cost
of water deliver infrastructure.

Consumers eligible for the Southern
Montgomery County Municipal Utility
District reclaimed water system will see an
increase in irrigation water rates if they failed
to enroll in the new system by Oct. 1.

The SMCMUD is extending a reclaimed
water delivery system, targeting 85 percent
of customers. To pay for the initial $3
million wastewater treatment facility and
infrastructure, and future expansion efforts,
the district is using proceeds from a half
cent sales tax stemming from a partnership
with the city of Houston.

$35 for the first 10,000 gallons
$5 per 1,000 gallons, between
10,000–40,000 gallons
$7.50 per 1,000 gallons between
40,000–60,000 gallons
$10 per 1,000 gallons beyond
60,000 gallons

Source: Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District

Source: SMCMUD

While the Tournament Course is the
SJRA’s only customer, the two entities
are discussing a possible expansion of
the partnership to deliver reclaimed
water to other golf courses in The Woodlands. However, the cost of infrastructure construction prohibits the SJRA
from further expansion, The Woodlands

division manager SuEllen Staggs said.
“Logistically, the big expense is the
pipeline cost, it is not additional treatment,” Staggs said. “So you need a fairly
high-volume user to make the pipeline
infrastructure reasonable for a payback
per thousand gallons. It just isn’t terribly
feasible to do it elsewhere.”

Visit
market
reports
on our
website

713-256-4998 Ofﬁce: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET
ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME
Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors
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We can help you sell your home...
C

MMUNITY SHRED DAY

ON SITE PAPER SHREDDING EVENT

We can help you sell your home...
If you are thinking about selling
,

now is the right time! Call
us today!
9AM–1PM

SATURDAY OCTOBER 18TH, 2014
4225 Research Forest Dr. Ste 101
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

10 Years experience will
provide you withMinimum
the
Our Agents are$20
uniquely
best resources
and
tools
Deductible
Donation
certified Tax
and trained
to
you need
in searching
100%you
Donations
assist
in relocating
or Benefit
realloved
estate.
your
ones.American Cancer Society

Hosted By:

If you are thinking about selling

,,

now is the right time! Call us today!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands
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Real Estate Pros In Search Of Plan B
Our market is rich with opportunity. You don’t want to waste your life, energy or time interviewing places that
are clearly not a good fit. We’d like to tell you just a little bit about how we can be helpful.
Our only job is to help you and your clients succeed.
We don’t list. We don’t sell. We don’t compete for business with our agents.
If you don’t succeed and get paid for your hard work, we don’t succeed or get paid either. Our focus isn’t on
agent fees; it’s on you, your clients and your business.
Meet Linsey. She’s your Career Coach. Formerly an in-demand coach with Tom Ferry, who is recognized by
many as the #1 educator in real estate, she brings crackling energy, enthusiasm and a depth of experience
ten miles deep. Linsey has coached hundreds of agents across the country whose businesses have exploded
from clients few-and-far between and skimpy earnings-to-match, to many clients, perpetual success and sixfigure income. She can do it for you too.
I’m Ken, the Sales Manager. My background includes thirty-three years of real estate experience and eighteen
years of success leading Pro Icon agents with Gary Greene’s Number One selling office, The Woodlands
Marketing Center. I’m also the author of Less Blah Blah More Ah Ha – How social savvy real estate agents
become trusted, preferred, referred and rewarded, Amazon’s best seller in the real estate sales category.
Working together, Linsey and I will help you sling shot your real estate business to new levels of success
and sustainability. We’ll do great work, help lots of people, have fun and prosper personally and financially.
So enough about us. Linsey and I would like to know more about you. How can we be helpful?
Give us a ring, email or text us today.

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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DEVELOPMENT

Office condos trending in The Woodlands
as business climate strengthens
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While The Woodlands area has
seen several large, high-end
Class A office buildings open
in recent years, the area is also
experiencing growth in office
condominiums.

7
8

1

10

Sawdust Rd.
Map not to scale

6 Woodlands Gateway Bldg.
26865 I-45 N.
Spring • 281-367-2220
7 Stonebridge Office Condos
26113 Oak Ridge Drive
Spring • 888-567-7442

2 Brownstone Office Condos
25339 Budde Road
Spring
281-292-6100
www.brownstoneofficecondos.com

8 25775 Oak Ridge Drive
Spring
9 Valleywood Professional
Center
200 Valley Wood Drive
Spring • 855-888-7738

3 Brownstone Office Condos
25511 Budde Road, No. 1801
Spring
281-292-6100
www.brownstoneofficecondos.com

10 Grogan’s Ridge Office Park
219 Sawdust Road
Spring • 832-683-9430

4 Cuspide Construction
26312 Oak Ridge Drive
Spring

11 Timber Ridge Office
Condominiums
32731 Egypt Lane
Magnolia • 832-772-6866

5 Pine Crossing Office Suites
431 Nursery Road
Spring • 281-507-4325

ON ALL IN STOCK!
NO PAYMENTS
‘TIL FALL! 1

2

$

288 Mo$ 0 Down 2
2014

SIERRA 4DR $
TEXAS EDITION

2

AT THIS
PRICE!

AT THIS
PRICE!

Only 25 Minutes from
The Woodlands

27,977 ACADIA 27,921 TERRAIN 22,968
NEW 2014

Sale Price $31,477 Less $3500 Sale Price $29,421 Less$
$1500 Factory Rebate
Factory Rebate

beckandmastengm.com

NEW 2014

$

269 Mo 0 Down 2
$

$

Sale Price $23,968 Less
$1000 Factory Rebate

$

238 Mo 0 Down 2 Take the back way!
$

2

2

AT THIS
PRICE!

AT THIS
PRICE!

NEW 2015

YUKON

39,948 ENCLAVE 7000
NEW 2014 BUICK $

$

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

$

347 Mo 0 Down 2
$

Savings Include:
$1000 Factory Rebate,
$6000 Dealer Discount

11300 1960 WEST 1-832-604-4477

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only... 1)0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Mos Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. W.A.C...For the first 90 days from date of purchase through
Ally. Not available with some other offers. See dealer for details. 2) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L Due at Lease Inception, Cash or Trade. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. All) Prices +
TT&L. Only One Ad Unit Per Family. The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors.

$

299 Mo$0 Down 2

Source: Woodlands Realty Professionals | Designed by Ethan Hill

1 Woodgrove Office Park
25335 Budde Road
Spring
281-455-1004
www.woodgroveofficepark.com

GMC. THE OFFICIAL VEHICLE OF THE NFL.

PRICE!

9

3 2

KICK OFF EVENT
2
AT THIS
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Richard Rd.

“When you have a
rising economy people
are more apt to start a
small business. Small
businesses want to
own a piece of the real
estate.”

are high-priced Class A condos,”
Zambrano said.
USA Trade Show Designs
business owner David Patterson
rents office space at an office
condo on Borough Park Drive.
He chose the location because of
the price and its close proximity
to The Woodlands. He said he
pays $850 a month, compared to
his wife who pays $2,000 to rent
an office condo at Market Street.
He said his office condo offers a
conference area to meet clients.
“It’s affordable, cleaned every
night, and after 6 p.m., [my
condo] is secured at night,” Patterson said.
Natalia Rowland works at
Splice Communications, a business Internet provider. Splice
has rented an office condo at
Magnolia Crossing since 2011.
The rent at Magnolia Crossing,
33300 Egypt Lane, starts at $12 a
square foot.
The location and the inexpensive price of the office condos
drove the company’s decision
to rent at Magnolia Crossing,
Rowland said. The owner of her
company wanted his employees
to report to an office rather than
work from home.
“Our boss wanted us to have
an office to manage our time,”
Rowland said.
Debbie Thompson is the
operations manager at Mid
American Mortgage. Her office
is at Magnolia Crossing also. She
said the office is centrally located
near The Woodlands, Conroe
and Magnolia.
“All of our business is in this
area,” Thompson said. “It’s a
perfect location. You get a lot for
your money here.”

Glen Loch Dr.

Aradio Zambrano of WoodA strong financial outlook has
lands Realty Professional said
fueled the development of office
the uptick in office condos near
condos clustered in areas near
Budde Road is occurring because
I-45 in The Woodlands and off
of the close proximity to The
FM 1488 near Magnolia.
Woodlands Town Center and
Nate Newman of Marcus and
because the location offers quick
Millichap, a real estate investaccess to I-45. He said there are
ment services company, said the
other office condos in developincrease in office condos can be
ment west of I-45 on FM 2920
attributed to a growing economy. and in the Kuykendahl and West
“There’s a lot of growth,” New- Rayford roads area. In addition,
man said. “The Woodlands is in
there is a large development of
an upward economic cycle.”
office condos on FM 1488 east of
Newman said small–business
Magnolia that will be fully develowners are cashing in on the
oped by December 2015.
growing economy in The Wood“The growth is headed out
lands by owning the building
toward Magnolia,” Zambrano
rather than renting office space.
said. “The state government
Business owners use the space
considers FM 1488 the next FM
for their own business and then
1960. It’s a great artery.”
rent out the remaining space.
Office condos fall into two catInstead of paying
rent to a building
owner, they invest
in a mortgage.
“When you
have a rising
economy, people
are more apt to
start a small business,” Newman
said. “Small businesses want to
own a piece of the —Nate Newman, Marcus and Millichap
real estate.”
Woodlands Economic Partegories based on their offerings.
nership CEO Gil Staley said
Class A tenants in The Woodalong with EB-5 visas for immilands can expect to pay up to $60
grant investors and other facets,
a square foot for amenities like
the rise in office condos is due to covered parking, marble floorsmall–business owners taking
ing, solid wood doors, 10-foot
advantage of the economy in The ceilings and a restaurant on the
Woodlands market.
premises. While the rent is less
“They’re capitalizing on this
expensive for Class B condos, the
economic growth,” he said.
buildings tend to be older and do
“They’re keenly aware of the
not offer covered parking.
dynamic real estate market.”
“The ones near Market Street
By Julie Butterfield

Options in office space
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Love where you live.
Visit Any of Our Premier Montgomery County Communities

1. GRAND MARION

2. TOM COX, JR. DESIGNS

3. MARION

SOUTHERN CHARM IN WOODFOREST

CUSTOM HOMES IN WOODFOREST

NEW ORLEANS STYLE

From the $710’s

From the $900’s

From the $630’s

4. LAKESIDE COVE

5. WRIGHT’S LANDING

GATED LAKEFRONT LIVING

AMERICAN CRAFTSMAN

From the $670’s

From the $240’s

One of the nation’s fastest-growing counties and home to the new ExxonMobil headquarters,
Montgomery County is quickly becoming “THE” destination for work and play in the Houston
area. Why not live in the middle of it all in a home that reflects your personality, your tastes
and your dreams? At Gracepoint Homes, we take pride in building a home that balances your
personal preferences with impeccably designed features.

Montgomery

1 2

45

1488

Shenandoah

3

Fall in love with your dream home

The 4
Woodlands

in any of our beautiful Montgomery
County communities!

249

5
Spring

EXXONMOBIL
CAMPUS

45
59
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.

2 8 1 - 6 8 1 - 0 4 0 0

·

G R A C E P O I N T H 290
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SJRA aims to deliver surface SJR A
2015, Trow said. The authority
and the city of Oak Ridge North
will hold a town hall meeting
in advance of construction on
Maplewood Drive.
The authority would not elaborate on the details of Maplewood
Drive construction as contracts
for construction work have not
been finalized, Trow said. However, the Maplewood Drive pipeline is expected to be completed
by summer 2015.
The authority also plans to
launch a water quality campaign
for all of its customers by January, Trow said.
“The SJRA expects very high
quality water to be delivered,”
Trow said. “We are building a
very high-tech water treatment
facility at the dam, and our water
quality outreach should start no
later than January.”

Pipe Installed
Construction Now till March 2015

R d.

The San Jacinto River Authority
continues to install water lines in
Oak Ridge North as it works to
deliver surface water from Lake
Conroe to some Montgomery
County residents by summer 2015.
“The deadline is to deliver
surface water by 2016, and we are
ahead of schedule,” SJRA spokeswoman Ronda Trow said. “We
feel we should be able to deliver
by the summer of 2015. We are
ahead of schedule, and we are
under budget. Things are going
really well.”
One of several groundwater
reduction plans working to
reduce the region’s reliance on
surface water set by the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, SJRA’s plan to pump water
from Lake Conroe is the largest
groundwater reduction plan in
Montgomery County.
The authority has finished
installing a 16-inch water line
in Oak Ridge North in a utility
easement along Oak Ridge Forest
Lane and along Hanna Road,
Trow said. Restoration of that
area is expected to be completed
by March 2015 as construction
crews will repair affected pavement, restore the nearby hike and
bike trail, re-establish vegetation,
perform a leak test and disinfect
the water lines.
Crews are concurrently
building a utility facility at the
Southern Montgomery Municipal
Utility District to control water
delivery, which will be complete
in October. Trow said heavy
construction noise would subside
by the end of September.
A pipeline will also be installed
along Maplewood Drive in early

Hanna

By Jesse Mendoza

The San Jacinto River Authority continues to lay
pipeline along Hanna Road and a utility easement
near Oak Ridge Forest Lane. Overall, construction
throughout Oak Ridge North is expected to be
complete by summer 2015.

45
Ri c h a r d R d.
R i c h a r d R d.

water by spring 2015

27

R ay f o r d R d .

The San Jacinto River Authority will begin pipeline
construction along Maplewood Drive in Oak Ridge
North in early 2015.

LINE are appointed by the governor. The SJRA has seven
T
O
H
A
directors that serve six-year terms and are selected to
SJR FAQs
ensure all areas of the watershed are represented.
The SJRA is governed by a board of directors who

How will Lake Conroe water levels be affected by the groundwater
reduction plan program?

The SJRA commissioned a detailed third-party study that modeled the potential
impact of the program on Lake Conroe water levels. The peer-reviewed study
[determined] the amount of water that will be used to meet Montgomery County’s
drinking water needs will have very little impact on lake levels for the first 20–30
years and even after that. The only time [residents] will see significant impacts will
be during periods of prolonged, severe droughts.

Are declining groundwater supplies a new problem?

Declining groundwater supplies have been a problem in the Gulf Coast region
surrounding Houston since before the 1950s. In Montgomery County, water
suppliers began seeing water level declines in the 1980s. At first, the declines
were seen mostly along the I-45 corridor, which had the greatest population
density, but today water-level declines can be seen over large portions of the
county. Water suppliers in Harris, Galveston, and Fort Bend counties had to begin
reducing their groundwater use and converting to surface water beginning in the
late 1970’s.
To reach the SJRA hotline, call 936-588-1662 or visit
www.sanjacintoriverauthority.com for more information.
Source: San Jacinto River Authority

SJR A

Map not to scale

GROUNDWATER REDUCTION SS

PL AN PROGRE

The authority continues to complete pipeline construction
throughout Montgomery County to deliver surface water
from Lake Conroe by the 2016 groundwater reduction
deadline set by the Lone Star Groundwater Conservation
District.
In The Woodlands, the authority continues to lay pipeline
in sections of Grogan’s Mill Road, south of South Millbend
Drive. Construction on that section of Grogan’s Mill Road
is expected to be complete in October.
The authority is also restoring road shoulders and
installing fiber optic lines before testing the water lines
throughout The Woodlands, SJRA spokeswoman Ronda
Trow said. As that work is being completed, the middle
lane of Research Forest Drive is being closed from New
Trails Drive to Research Park Drive during nonpeak hours
until the end of October, Trow said.
The SJRA, The Woodlands Township and Montgomery
County are in the process of coordinating the restoration
of greenery in areas affected by pipeline construction.

Source: San Jacinto River Authority
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

Township hires 9 additional
law enforcement personnel
By Julie Butterfield

The Woodlands Township
will add nine new law enforcement personnel to District 6, the
Montgomery County Sheriff’s
Office district that covers The
Woodlands, in 2015 in an effort
to thwart nearby crime and
account for population growth.
“The increase in law enforcement is a combination of those
two things: growth and crime,”
said Randy McDaniel, Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office chief
deputy. “With the influx of additional people into the county, the
increased economic trends and
the prosperity, there are [individuals who] prey on that.”
Township President Don Norrell said the township board of
directors added additional law
enforcement in the fiscal year
2015 budget because of the uptick
in crime activity along I-45.
“Public safety is the top priority of The Woodlands Township,” Norrell said. “We know
growth continues to come to
Montgomery County, and our

Law Enforcement
in The Woodlands

In addition to receiving police patrol service from various
law enforcement agencies, The Woodlands Township
pays for additional officers in its own district through the
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office.

Law Enforcement
POSITIONS ADDED

10

The figures represent the number of
full-time equivalent employees hired
annually in The Woodlands.

9

8

board of directors and staff are
2015 Woodlands Township General Fund
6
6
6
PERCENTAGE ALLOCATED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT
committed to be proactive in
taking care of the public safety
$78,529,466
General fund budget
needs of our community.”
4
The Woodlands is adequately
3
covered by existing law enforce$13,350,009
ment patrol services, McDaniel
Amount allocated to law
1.75
2
enforcement 2015
said. But there is a potential
.75 .75 .75 .75
increase in gang activity in
0
Montgomery County due to the
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
proximity to I-45. McDaniel said
gang members are identified by
tattoos and because they confess
tax, hotel room tax and property
enforcement,” Leck said. “There
Calls for alarms and disturbance
to their affiliations out of pride.
tax revenue.
was an increase due to commernoise have gone up, but assault
“It just appears to be that
“We’re very fortunate that sales
cial growth.”
and prowler calls have decreased.
[the gangs] are becoming more
She said growth like the
“Crime has been down and has tax subsidizes expenditures,”
active,” McDaniel said. “In [gensaid Ted Stanley, president of the
activity generated by the new
been down in the last five years,”
eral], crime in The Woodlands
College Park Village Association.
ExxonMobil campus and other
Leck said. “And it consistently
has been fairly flat, consistently
“We’ve come a long way [since
new commercial buildings in The goes down.”
the same. And that is partly
Woodlands creates the need for
Law enforcement is paid from a the days] prior to the township.”
because of the increase in law
Stanley said population
an increase in law enforcement.
general fund that includes the fire
enforcement presence that The
growth in The Woodlands
Phone records obtained from
department, parks and recre
Woodlands
provides.”
resulted in an increased need for
the township show that fraud
ation, community services and
Township Director of Law
calls increased in June 2014
community relations. The general more law enforcement.
Enforcement
Marian Leck said
“We’ve grown from a comcompared to June 2013. Yet call
fund is 66 percent of the over

the 2015
increase in personnel is
munity of 45,000 to a community
titles for deadly conduct, burglary all 2015 Woodlands Township

not indicative
of a trend in future of vehicle and narcotics offenses
budget. The general fund services, of over 100,000,” Stanley said.

increases
of new police hires.
“When you increase the populawhich include law enforcement,
have trended downward com
“Nothing
is typical with law
tion, everything increases.”
pared to the same month in 2013. are paid through sales-and-use
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FUN FOR FALL




Proudly serving children and
their families since 2000.
Like us on Facebook to information
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy



HALLOweeN At tHe Y
Presented by walgreens

6464 Creekside Forest Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77389
281-367-9622

Social Skills

Shadowing

Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior



sOUtH mONtgOmeRY cOUNtY
FAmiLY YmcA At cReekside
October 25, 4:30-7pm

In Clinic Treatment




•
•
•
•
•

Friendly costumes welcome
Trail trick-or-treating
Carnival games
Face art and balloon art
Concessions available for purchase





26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

US Family Health Plan
presents the 2nd annual

USO WOODLANDS CLASSIC
hosted by Outlook Financial Group
with 100% of proceeds beneﬁting USO Houston
THE WOODLANDS COUNTRY CLUB TOURNAMENT COURSE

Monday, November 3, 2014
www.usowoodlandsclassic.eventbrite.com

We would like to thank:

SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE!

US Family Health Plan, Outlook Financial Group, DistributionNOW,
Derrick Equipment Company, RSL Contractors, Fluor Corp., Direct Energy,
and all of our sponsors for their generous support.
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EDUCATION

By Shawn Arrajj

Initially introduced as a series of
rigorous courses and development
opportunities for students looking for a
more advanced curriculum, the Lone Star
College honors program launched as a
full-fledged Honors College this fall.
Students who enroll in the Honors College starting in freshman year have the
opportunity to graduate with an honors associate degree in arts or sciences.
Students can also graduate with Honors
distinctions based on the number of
credit hours completed.
“All of these distinctions have a very
real positive effect on a student’s college
transcript,” said Katharine Caruso, executive director of the program. “It helps
immensely with transferability when [students] are looking at colleges to complete
a four-year degree.”
The Honors College offers advanced
level courses in a variety of disciplines
while also providing opportunities for
internships, leadership development and
study abroad, Caruso said. The difference between the former honors program
and the new Honors College is the focus
on collaboration and integration with
other extracurricular activities, she said.
Honors courses can be integrated with

everything from speech and debate to
drama departments or Science, Technology, Engineering and Math departments.
“A major point of the new program’s
design was to provide students with close
interaction with dedicated faculty to
meet their needs,” she said. “It creates an
environment for high-achieving students
where the value is placed on critical
thinking.”
Other perks for honors students include
early class registration, specialized advising and scholarship opportunities. Heading into each fall semester, a limited number of incoming freshmen at each campus
are admitted as Chancellor’s Honors
College Fellows, receiving scholarships for
the Honors program with up to 15 credit
hours of in-district tuition.
Not only does the program benefit
students seeking more advanced material, faculty members are also given more
creative leeway when it comes to designing the curriculum, Caruso said.
“We want to celebrate the diversity of
different teaching styles,” she said. “The
faculty who get involved have the freedom
to innovate and come up with new ways
to engage students. There is no single honors classroom, just as is there is no single
honors student.”

Courtesy Lone Star College

LSCS offers advanced curriculum

Lone Star College launched its new Honors College program this fall.
The Honors College at Lone Star College
launched with an all–day orientation Aug. 22 for
the roughly 300 students enrolled for the fall
semester. The year ahead includes several
planned special events:

Oct. 17
Students attend and give presentations at the
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Consortium, a
regional conference for top honors students.

Nov. 5–9
Students attend the National Collegiate Honors
Council in Denver. The conference includes a
variety of presentations and forums on topics,
such as diversity, leadership, mentoring and
honors programming.

Dec. 5
Students present research projects completed
throughout the semester during Campus
Honors Day.

April 10–12

Council conference at South Padre Island and
have an opportunity to present research
projects and earn awards for their work.

April 13–16
Students attend the University of Houston Clear
Lake Student Conference, giving oral and
poster presentations on a variety of disciplines.

Eligibility
The LSCS Honors College is open
to students with at least one of the
following:
• A high school GPA of 3.5 on a 4.0
scale.
• 1150 or higher on the SAT (math and
critical reading)
• 26 or higher composite score on the
ACT

Students attend the Great Plains Honors

13241

x6.04
4c
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get smart about your credit

18

CONVERSATION

CREDIT TIP

Come in and ask a banker for your
personal access code anytime before
November 16, 2014.
And if you like, afterwards you can set
up an appointment to discuss your credit
or go online to learn more credit tips.
Exclusively for Wells Fargo customers.

No.

Your payment history is one of the biggest factors in your credit score.

wellsfargo.com/freecreditscore
No purchase required. Wells Fargo may, at its own discretion, limit the number of personal access codes or cancel the free credit score and complimentary credit report promotion at any time. Your credit score
could vary by lender depending on the type of score used. The credit score in this promotion will be the Experian® VantageScore® 3.0 and it may not be the same as the credit score obtained by a lender and
is for educational purposes only. VantageScore® is a registered trademark of VantageScore Solutions, LLC.
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Materials expire 11/16/14. (1214489_13241)
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Shenandoah considers
new parking mandate for
commercial vehicles

By Matt Stephens

By Julie Butterfield

Since 2008, the federal government has allocated $64
billion from the rest of the nation’s budget to make up for
the growing deficit in the State Highway Fund. The Americans for Transportation Mobility Coalition launched the
Faster Better Safer campaign Sept. 24, urging Congress to
address transportation funding next year.
“We need members of Congress to come back from the
election, go to leadership and say ‘I heard about transportation when I was at home. They’re beating me up on fixing the Highway Trust Fund. They won’t leave me alone on
the Highway Trust Fund,’” said Janet Kavinoky, executive
director of Transportation & Infrastructure for the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce. ”We need you to be as annoying
as you can possibly get.”
Kavinoky addressed members of the North Houston
Association and the Transportation Advocacy Group at a
Sept. 25 meeting. While she showed support for Proposition 1—an amendment to the state’s constitution that
could divert $1.7 billion to transportation projects next
year in Texas if it receives voter approval Nov. 4—Kavinoky asked those in attendance to consider the effects of
federal transportation funding on the state’s transportation problems.
“We need [Congress] to remember that we’ve got to
get ahead of this population explosion in Texas or that

Drivers in Shenandoah could soon face a $500 fine for
parking their nonpassenger vehicles on public streets
overnight. Nonpassenger vehicles are defined by the City
Council as larger than two axles, including recreational
vehicles, boats and trailers. According to the proposed
ordinance, these vehicles would need to be off city
streets from 10 p.m. until 7 a.m.
“The ordinance has come about by the concerns
about safety and getting standards that are enforceable,”
City Administrator Greg Smith said. “The safety issues
involve sight distances and visibility.”
Boats, trailers, moving vans, Jet Skis, golf carts and
all terrain vehicles will be considered too large for night
parking in Shenandoah, according to the ordinance.
Commercial vehicles exceeding two axles, longer than
26 feet in length and taller than 10 feet in height could
fall under the new ordinance as too large to park on the
streets during the designated hours.
Considerations for a parking location could include
security enforcement, an access gate and whether or not
there will be a charge or if residents will be able to park
their large vehicles at the facility for no charge.
If the ordinance passes, each 24-hour period a vehicle
is left on the street will result in another fine for
violators.

Matt Stephens

National campaign aims to
prioritize transportation
funding in Congress
Mobility groups are seeking more funding for transportation projects.

commute time’s going to get even longer,” she said.
Kavinoky said the majority of the Highway Trust
Fund—which provides billions of dollars annually to
transportation projects across the country—comes from
the gasoline tax.
She said 18.4 cents per gallon goes to the HTF, a rate
that has not increased since 1993.
“I’m assuming you’re paying more for a cup of coffee,
a bottle of water, a gallon of milk than you were in 1993,”
Kavinoky said. “We’re still paying the same amount in
gas taxes.”
Kavinoky said several solutions have been considered
to address the transportation funding problem, including continuing to borrow from other areas of the nation’s
budget or the federal government giving up on funding
transportation altogether, which could force states to find
another $1 billion or more every year to fund transportation projects to solve the [HTF] problem.”
For more information on the FasterBetterSafer
campaign, visit www.fasterbettersafer.org.

H AV E YO U S E E N E V E RY T H I N G O N M L S A N D H AV E N ’ T F O U N D YO U R

dream

HOME?

W E H AV E S E V E R A L E XC LU S I V E N O N - M L S L I S T I N G S !

4 6 E A S T B AY B O U L E VA R D
W W W. 4 6 E A S T BAY B LV D. C O M
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3 4 E . A M BA S S A D O R B E N D
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$1,800,000
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Sections of I-45 to be closed for
Hwy. 242 flyover construction
Traffic traveling northbound on I-45
will come to a grinding halt this weekend
as contractors begin six consecutive weekends of I-45 lane closures for construction
of the Hwy. 242 flyover.
Road construction crews will be closing
varying sections of I-45 for six consecutive weekends—from 11 p.m. on Fridays
through 5 a.m. on Mondays—through
Nov. 10, weather permitting, said Jenny
Taraborelli, Montgomery County program manager for PTP Transportation.
All southbound I-45 main lanes, from
FM 1488 to the Research Forest Drive exit,
will be closed during the Oct. 10–12 weekend, according to PTP Transportation.
Traffic will be diverted to the northbound

frontage road at the College Park exit. Two
inside southbound lanes will be closed
from Hwy. 242 to Hope Road during the
weekend as well.
“Over the next six weekends, weather
allowing, we are going to be doing all
of the [support] beam hanging [for the
flyover] across the main lane section [of
I-45],” Taraborelli said. “Each weekend
closure is going to happen at different
parts of the traffic and impact traffic flow.”
Following the completion of support
beam work, Taraborelli said additional
lane closures might be necessary as crews
begin to pour concrete.
The PTP is closing lanes at 11 p.m.
on Friday to minimize traffic congestion associated with nearby high school

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 09/04/14–10/01/14

Jesse Mendoza

By Jesse Mendoza
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Lanes along I-45 will be closed for six weekends
as crews install beams for the Hwy. 242 flyovers.

football games.
Overall, the Hwy. 242 flyover project
is expected to be completed in the first
quarter of 2015.

1

Chicago-based Gino’s East to open
location in The Woodlands

2

H-GAC reveals initial results
of mobility study

3

The Woodlands lands Costco store

4

More Camp Strake plans revealed

5

Harris, Montgomery counties join forces
to fund widening of Kuykendahl Road

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com
Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook
Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl
Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

Developers finalize plan for
Camp Strake retail tract

Flashing yellow turn lights
coming to Research Forest

Lone Star College System
lowers property tax rate

By Liza Winkler

By Jesse Mendoza

By Brian Walzel

Johnson Development Corporation and Fidelis Realty
Partners on Sept. 25 finalized the acquisition of a 112acre tract planned for future retail development at the
former site of Camp Strake.
“The opportunity to create a regional shopping experience at such a prominent location was very appealing,”
said Lynn Davis, principal and chief marketing officer of
Fidelis Realty Partners. “We’re looking forward to working with Johnson Development on this project.”
The retail tract marks the first major property sale at
Strake–The Grand Central Park, located about 4 miles
north of The Woodlands at the southwest corner of I-45
and Loop 336 in Conroe. Fidelis Realty Partners plans
to develop a regional shopping, dining and entertainment hub spanning 750,000 square feet. Construction
is slated to begin in late 2016 with a grand opening
tentatively scheduled in early 2017.
The estimated 2,046-acre Strake property is planned
to include a mix of residential units, retail areas, corporate offices and green space.

Flashing yellow turn arrows will be installed at the
Research Forest Drive intersections at Pinecroft Drive,
Six Pines Drive and Holly Hill Court, said Charles
Cobb, Montgomery County Precinct 3 traffic operations
manager. Additionally, the precinct will add a flashing
yellow turn light at David Memorial Drive and Tamina
Road by the end of the year.
The installations are a part of a mobility improvement
project by Precinct 3, which is also changing the timing
patterns on all of the street lights in the precinct, Cobb
said. The traffic lights will also have multiple timing
patterns programmed to adjust to the time of the day,
Cobb said.
Traffic signals on Research Forest Drive will have the
lights installed and retimed within three to four months,
depending on shipment times for new parts, Cobb said.
As a whole, the mobility improvement project will take
between six to eight months to complete.
Precinct 3 has already installed flashing yellow lights
at intersections throughout the area.

Lone Star College System has lowered its property tax
rate by 7 percent for the 2014–15 fiscal year. The board
voted Sept. 4 to reduce the property tax rate to $0.1081
per $100 of property valuation, down from $0.1160 last
year.
The reduction means that a homeowner residing
within the LSCS boundaries with a home valued at
$100,000 would pay $103 annually in taxes based on the
new rate, compared to $110 with the previous rate.
“We take our financial responsibility very seriously
and are committed to being good stewards of the
taxpayer’s hard-earned money,” LSCS Chancellor Steve
Head said. “This tax decrease is the second largest in our
history and the biggest since 1974.”
Property values in the LSCS coverage area increased
by around 7 percent in 2013, according to estimates
from Harris and Montgomery county appraisal districts.
The tax rate was lowered by 7 percent using a net effective rate to ensure taxpayer bills do not increase, LSCS
Chief Financial Officer Cynthia Gilliam said.
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Columbus Day Sale Going On Now!

Your multi-specialty care solution, at ONE location!

A Great Selection for the Entire Family.

....and beyond
STRIVING TO

INTERVENTIONAL

DIAGNOSE

PAIN SPECIALIST,

AND TREAT

PHYSICAL

NEUROLOGICAL

MEDICINE, &

DISORDERS

REHABILITATION

CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS AND THE EXCEPTIONAL
STAFF AT NORTH HOUSTON SPECIALTY PHYSICIANS WOULD LIKE

Dominion Collection

26419 I-45 North
The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-681-8809

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX 77090
sigtheater.com

888-647-6611 | Four Houston Locations

bILLIArDFACTory.Com

| AusTIN • DALLAs • HousToN • sAN ANToNIo

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 281-377-1000 or go to
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

How many dreams fit in your home?

Commercebank

Renovate
thekitchen

Prepare for
Daniel’s
A unplanned expenses college tuition
newfor
car
Build a

Nicole

TO WELCOME YOU TO OUR PEAKWOOD LOCATION.

Transform my garage

backyard

pool

%
2.75APR*

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

HELOC 20 Year Line
Advance Period
(pay interest only)

10 Years
Repayment Period
(pay principal + interest)

With our Home Equity Line of Credit, you are
one step closer to making your dreams come true.
Get cash for home improvements, educational
expenses, debt consolidation and more.
• No closing costs on amounts up to $250,000. For requests over
$250,000, Bank gives the borrower a lender credit of $5001
• Minimum line and advance amount of $4,000 and no maximum
• 10 years to advance against line, as often as you like, and the
required payment is interest only

10 Years

• Limited time offer

Learn more about our home financing solutions at:

www.mercantilcb.com/heloc

Downtown Houston

FM 1960 West

South Shepherd

The Woodlands

(713) 571-8010

(713) 331-4300

(281) 417-1880

(281) 520-3002

717 Texas Avenue, Suite #100
Houston, TX 77002

12145 FM 1960 West
Houston, TX 77065

3200 South Shepherd Drive
Houston, TX 77098

1735 Research Forest Dr.
Shenandoah, TX 77380

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world
*The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be a variable rate. You may draw on the line for 10 years where your minimum monthly payment will be accrued interest only. Texas HELOCs require a minimum advance amount of $4,000; a minimum line amount of $4,000 and no maximum line amount. Repayment period of principal and interest begins year 11
through 20. During the draw and repayment periods, the APR will be based on the published prime rate in the Wall Street Journal (3.25% as of 10/01/2014) plus Bank margin. The Bank margin for the featured product is calculated as follows: 10/10 HELOC, Prime minus 0.50. The maximum APR that will apply is 18.0%. Access to funds is via convenience checks
after the three day right of rescission period. 10/10 HELOC at Prime minus 0.50 is only available for primary homes and cannot be used to purchase property. Only primary homes including one- to four-family dwellings, condominiums and attached and detached planned unit developments that are homesteaded properties are eligible. The home equity
line is secured by a lien on your primary residence. The promotional rate is not available for second homes. Hazard, liability and windstorm insurance is required; flood insurance may be required. The maximum Loan to Value (LTV) or Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) accepted is 80%. Based on borrower’s credit score, maximum LTV or CLTV may be lower. LTV
or CLTV for a home equity is determined by a third party appraisal. Texas Homestead Properties are limited to an 80% CLTV. As such, Bank will accept lower of 80% CLTV or 50% of fair market value for HELOC, whichever is less. Bank absorbs closing costs for lines up to $250,000 (except for prepaid interest and insurance premiums if applicable). For lines over
$250,000, Bank gives the borrower a lender credit of $5001 in Texas. For lines over $250,000 up to $1,000,000, closing costs range from $1,000 to $15,000. Consult your tax advisor concerning interest deductibility. Other programs available. To take advantage of this offer, the application must be submitted by 12/31/2014 and only applies to new 10/10 HELOC
credit requests made by United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Offer not available for existing Mercantil Commercebank HELOC customers. For more information, refer to “What You Should Know About Home Equity Lines of Credit,” a consumer information booklet prepared by the Federal Reserve. 1When
fees apply, they may not exceed 3% of the line amount.

Member

FDIC
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Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Recent hotel construction
The Woodlands area has seen several
recent hotels either begin construction or
open in the past year as demand for rooms
and meeting space increases.

1 A 123-room Homewood Suites hotel
will open at 23800 I-45 N. in Spring by
March 2015.

1

Jesse Mendoza

3 Residence Inn will open in
Springwoods Village by summer 2015, and
will feature 128 guest rooms.

Jesse Mendoza

2 Courtyard Marriott, at 19255 David
Memorial Drive in Shenandoah, will feature
113 rooms and 11 suites. The hotel is
expected to be complete by October.

2

3

4

5

Jesse Mendoza

Jesse Mendoza

6 The Westin is expected to open in The
Woodlands Town Center at 4 Waterway
Square Place in the fourth quarter of 2015
and will feature 302 guest rooms.

Jesse Mendoza

5 The Hyatt Place Hotel at 1909
Research Forest Drive is now open and
features 145 guest rooms and suites.

Courtesy Woodbine Development

4 Fairfield Inn Suites opened about a
year ago at 24485 I-45 N. in Spring. The
hotel features 56 rooms and 29 suites.

6

It’s time for fall
home maintenance

For tips on how to maintain your home
this fall, visit:
www.urbanprovision.com/fall-home-maintenance
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VOTERS BY ELECTION T YPE

Group seeks to raise voter participation in local elections
By Jesse Mendoza

Despite the number of
registered voters continuing
to increase in Montgomery
County, participation in local
elections lags behind national
and statewide elections, according to Montgomery County
Election Office statistics.
While there were 265,675
registered voters in Montgomery

County as of November 2013,
less than 6 percent of registered voters participated in the
November 2013 joint election,
compared to 66 percent in the
November 2012 presidential
election and 46 percent in the
November 2010 gubernatorial
election, according to election
office statistics.
Montgomery County

Elections administrator Suzie
Harvey said that while voter
turnout remains steady but
distinct between election categories, she has noticed a recent
increase in early voting. In the
November 2013 joint election,
about 8,980 of the total 15,042
votes cast were through early
voting.
“The main change that I have

noticed is that more people
seem to be turning out for early
voting,” Harvey said. “The
overall turnout is pretty consistent between election types, but
turnout for early voting seems
to be increasing.”

While voter registration in Montgomery
County has steadily increased over
time, the percent of participating voters
varies widely based on election type.
County statistics show that presidential
and gubernatorial election years draw
the most local participation, while
local election turnouts lag behind.
Results show an average percent of
participating registered voters since
2000, sorted by election category.

Source: Montgomery County Election Office, Texas Secretary of State

Voter Awareness Council
The recently formed Voter
election process in MontgomAwareness Council seeks to
ery County, which is known
increase voter participation in
for its established Republican
local elections throughout Mont- majority.
MONTGOMERY COUNT Y VOTER TURNOUT FOR NOVEMBER ELECTIONS
gomery County. The council,
“In Montgomery County, the
composed
of
about
30
founding
primary
basically determines
50,000
100,000
150,000
200,000
250,000
0
members, wants to become a
the outcome of the election,”
resource for residents by partner- Lecocq said. “We had roughly
*1988
59,146 85,447
69.8%
ing with other organizations to
[17] percent of the voting age
REGISTERED VOTERS
coordinate public events, such
population make that determi1990
44,434 84,638
52.5%
as political forums, providing
nation for us this year. That is a
77,916 99,257 78.4%
information on its website, and
small percentage.”
*1992
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS
speaking to interested parties,
57,570 111,296
51.7%
1994
Voter Awareness Council PresiPolitical groups
dent Steve Leakey said.
Various political groups
78,202 140,159
56.5%
*1996
“Two hundred and sixty five
throughout the county also
thousand is a
work to
52,143 159,571
32.7%
1998
pretty big numimprove voter
ber,
so
registraturnout for
106,213 184,170
57.9%
*2000
tion is not the
local, national
issue,”
Leakey
and state
74,329 192,951
2002
38.3%
said. “The real
elections.
issue
is
the
Officials from
62.8%
133,988
*2004
214,098
—Steve Leakey, president of the
people who are
the MontgomVoter Awareness Council
registered just
ery County
36.4%
80,822 217,354
2006
aren’t voting.”
Republican Party, the Mont157,847 245,830
*2008
65.3%
Amy Lecocq, Voter Awaregomery County Democratic
ness Council executive commit- Party and the Montgomery
2010
114,560 248,605
46.4%
tee member, said that turnout
County Tea Party said local
during primary elections is
voters often believe their votes
*2012
175,419 265,571
66.1% a critical component of the
would not make a difference in

“The real issue is
the people who
are registered
just aren’t voting.”

*Presidential election years
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IMPORTANT DATES
In-person early voting begins Oct. 20.
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

VOTER AWARENESS COUNCIL POLLING PL ACE CODE OF CONDUCT

PRESIDENTIAL

63%

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

11.5%

GUBERNATORIAL

40.4%

PRIMARY

18.6%

In an effort to make voters more comfortable at polling
locations throughout the county, the Voter Awareness Council
is reaching out to candidates to agree to the council’s code of
conduct.
Through the code of conduct, the council aims to reduce
intimidation from campaign volunteers or workers, and to
reduce the amount of political signs at voting locations.

SPECIAL ELECTION

6.2%

JOINT

“This [code of conduct] is what we came up with to strike
a balance to allow the candidates and their supporters to
have free speech, but also to allow the voters to vote in an

5.3%

the results.
Voter turnout, though, can
also be affected by dissatisfaction with national-level elected
officials or ballot items, Montgomery County Republican
Party chairman Walter Wilkerson said.
On presidential or gubernatorial election years, Wilkerson
said local election results might
be affected by party-line voting

or voters who simply aim to
remove all incumbents from
office.
“A lot of what has happened
locally in some elections has
been dictated from that discontent that spilled over from
the national level to the local
level,” Wilkerson said. “I think
there is not a lot of unhappiness
about the way things are [at]
the county level or even on the

VOTE

state level; it is on the national
level that we have a lot of discontent.”
Bruce Barns, chairman of the
Montgomery County Democratic
Party, said it is also difficult to
convince residents of the importance of their vote, especially for
offices that are tightly held by one
political party.
“One of the big factors is voters think that they don’t make

1

ForCISD SCHOOL BOARD POSITION#

Melanie BUSH

Measured Growth | Fiscal Responsibility | Community Leader

Melanie Bush is a concerned
parent and taxpayer, with a
passion for schools, students
and the community.

The council has sent information packets with the code of
conduct to candidates for The Woodlands Township board of
directors election to encourage self-regulation, Lecocq said.
“Basically, it is something where we are asking the
candidates themselves to self-regulate,” Lecocq said. “We
are prompting them to do it, we are encouraging them, but
we are asking them to be responsible candidates and to
self-regulate.”

a difference,” Barns said. “They
see that the county is heavily
Republican, so whoever wins
in the primary will probably be
their representative, so [voters]
don’t really care to come out for
any elections that are predetermined for them.”
Montgomery County Tea
Party chairman Ken Vaughn
also said many local voters believe their votes do not

Your
Voice

matter, but said that low turnout can create an opportunity
for new candidates.
“The key is to try to convince
some people that even if you
think [a candidate] is going to
win, their vote is still important
because if enough people don’t
show up to vote, that is when
you have an upset,” Vaughn
said. “That is the biggest challenge.

Ryan

our
Community

Elkins

for The Woodlands Township Board
Position 3

About Ryan Elkins

• Native Texan
• A Woodlands Resident since 2004
• Patriot Academy Alumni
• Fiscal Conservative
• PR Director for the Montgomery County Citizens Against Illegal Immigration

A Breath of Fresh Air
Serious Campaign Topics

Strong Leadership
Founder & President Better Bookkeepers

• Traffic Congestion
• Improve Transparency
• Parking Availability
• Tree Preservation

Executive Women’s Alliance - Past President
The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce
Greater Conroe/Lake Conroe Area
Chamber of Commerce

intimidation-free environment,” said Amy Lecocq, Voter
Awareness Council executive committee member.

Alden Bridge Village Association - Treasurer

PLEASE VOTE ON
NOVEMBER 4, 2014

Barbara P. Bush Elementary PTO Past Treasurer

Early Voting:
Oct 20-31

MelanieBushCampaign.com
Pol Ad Pd by Melanie Bush Campaign • J.J. Hollie - Campaign Treasurer

Your Voice - Our Community is more than just my campaign slogan. It is at the heart of
my foundation. I strongly believe as an elected Board member, my only responsibility
is to represent you and be YOUR voice for OUR community, The Woodlands. I am a
strong believer in the biblically based LIFT principles of Limited Government, Individual
Freedom, Free Markets, and Traditional Values. As The Woodlands becomes one of the
premier planned communities that families want to call home, the above list of topics
must be addressed. Through fresh and innovative ideas, we can preserve a way of life
and embrace the influx of new families and businesses to our hometown. Residents have
begun to experience parking issues at The Woodlands Mall, Market Street and The Town
Center and other locations as well. Recent land development has eliminated one of the
most valued assets that makes The Woodlands unique, our beautiful TREES! The time
is now to put together a plan of action if we want to preserve our natural resources and
what we love about our community. We face big challenges as we grow and I am ready to
roll up my sleeves and work side by side with you to meet the needs of our hometown.
ryanelkinstx@gmail.com • www.facebook.com/RyanElkinsTX • www.RyanElkinsTheWoodlands.com

@RyanElkinsTX
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THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP
About the township

The township is governed by a seven-member board of directors, who are
elected at-large to serve two-year terms. Members serve on a volunteer
basis and do not receive compensation for serving. Among the duties of the
board of directors are approving the township’s budget, making decisions
on transportation and mobility initiatives, approving capital improvement
projects and allocating funding for community enhancement projects.
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The Woodlands Township board of directors
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The Woodlands Township was created in 2008 following the passage of
special legislation in 2007. In 2010, the township assumed full responsibility
of the services provided by the former Woodlands Community Association.
Today, the township serves as the governing body of The Woodlands and
manages a $114 million budget. The township provides a variety of services
to Woodlands residents, including capital improvement projects, public
safety, streetscape maintenance, transportation, parks and recreation, and
fire protection services.

THE WOODLANDS DEMOGRAPHICS
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107,769

Projected 2018
population

121,010

Average persons
per houehold

2.65

y.

Median household income

$105,051

Number of jobs

57,000

* DENOTES INCUMBENT

POSITION 2
MIKE BASS*

RON MULLINS
Ron Mullins worked for more than 25 years in the financial and accounting industries,
and served more than 20 years in the military. Mullins is a volunteer at Interfaith of The
Woodlands and is a community watch coordinator.

Mike Bass worked for 35 years in international business operations and as a senior
partner with Accenture. He retired in 2000. Bass served six years in the U.S. Army
Reserve and the Texas National Guard.
He was first elected to The Woodlands Township board of directors in May 2012.
Prior to his election, Bass served on the Sterling Ridge Village Association board of
directors, the Sterling Ridge Residential Design Review Committee and the Design
Standards Committee. He serves on the township ad hoc transportation committee, law
enforcement advisory committee and The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce’s
mobility and legislative committees. He and his wife, Georgie, have been married for 47
years.

What makes you qualified to serve on the township board?
I bring significant business experience to my role on the township board. I have demonstrated my commitment
to sustaining the vision of The Woodlands, a vision that has attracted all of us to live, work and play in this great
community. I do my homework, reach out to understand the views of others and approach every issue as a
problem to be dealt with in an objective manner, and the goal is to seek an effective solution.

I am a resident of the community. I have a vested interest in the collective future of the community. I swore an oath
to the Constitution to serve this nation and have not been asked to rescind that oath. On top of that I have over 25
years of business experience in operations, finance and accounting, as well as over 20 years of military leadership
experience.

What is the best way to fix traffic congestion problems in The Woodlands?
Since the township has no statutory responsibility for our roads, a fix requires collaboration with [Montgomery]
County, the Texas Department of Transportation, The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1 and the HoustonGalveston Area Council. I am one of three directors serving on the township Transportation Committee formed in
early 2013. The committee has been instrumental in initiating and sustaining this collaboration.

We currently have no control over the roads in our community; that responsibility belongs with the county. The
only option available is to more aggressively engage in dialogue with the counties and surrounding communities.
Commissioner [James] Noack has initiated this dialogue, but the township board needs to build on that start.

What do you believe to be the solution to the growing number of cyclists on Woodlands roads?
We can do a better job to support the active lifestyle people moved here to enjoy. In regard to cycling, my views
are: Cycling in all forms is one of the many important aspects of George Mitchell’s vision of our master-planned
community. There is a need to support safe pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly corridors. There will be no single
solution but a combination of different solutions.

I don’t see cyclists on the roads as a problem. Cyclists and motorists can coexist on our roadways if they pay
attention to each other and are courteous to each other. So I don’t think a solution is necessary. However, I do see
that as a community, we should look into what amenities we might offer to provide those cyclists with a safer venue
to ride without having to compete for space on our crowded roadways.

Do you believe it is in the best interest of The Woodlands to incorporate?
Incorporation will eventually be required; it is just matter of time. Unless the annexation laws in Texas change, we
have to incorporate on or before November 2057 to avoid being annexed by Houston or Conroe. The decision by
the board in 2013 was there was no reason to incorporate any time soon and no election was required in 2014,
the first date Houston allowed us to have an election. I still support this decision. I do not believe anything has
changed since 2013. However, we should still prepare for incorporation.

If we, as a community, want to control our future, then we have to incorporate. The communities around us are
recognized municipalities and, as such, are asked to the table to address issues impacting their future. We are not
afforded that consideration. The Woodlands is not ready for incorporation now, but we must initiate the planning
process, else our window of opportunity will pass, and our future will be what some other entity desires it to be—
which may not be what we as a community desire.

Do you believe Montgomery County provides enough services to The Woodlands for what the township pays for?
There are several county mobility studies coming to an end. The project teams will make their recommendation
for improvements. It is obvious these improvements will take a lot of time and money. The biggest challenge
will be to digest all the recommendations, set priorities and timetables, and determine what we can afford and
what we cannot. In short, the engineering recommendations will need to be turned into a real plan. This will take
cooperation among many governmental entities.

Although I have not looked at the county’s budget to evaluate their income sources and expenditures, I am of the
opinion that The Woodlands is not getting it’s fair share of resources. Whether allocated on the revenue source
or the population base, I believe The Woodlands and the South County area are getting less resources that either
consideration would suggest would be fair.
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POSITION 3
DAVID CASSIDY

RYAN ELKINS
David Cassidy is a physical therapist for CHI
St. Luke’s The Woodlands. Prior to working
at St. Luke’s, Cassidy worked as a restaurant
manager. He volunteers at Beth Shalom of
The Woodlands, and lives in the Village of
Cochran’s Crossing with this wife, Jill, and
their two daughters. David and Jill are 1987
graduates of McCullough High School.

JEFF LONG*
Ryan Elkins is a customer relations
representative for a transportation software
company. His community involvement
includes serving in the Public Safety Student
Awareness Program, underage alcohol stings
with Precinct 3 constables, and initiating a
community service project for The Woodlands
Fire Department. He is a volunteer at
Interfaith of the Woodlands.

Jeff Long is a retired engineer and public
works director who is now in consulting. He
was elected to the township board in May
2012 and serves on the ad hoc transportation
committee. He is a former president of The
Woodlands Community Association, former
member of the Grogan’s Mill Residential
Design Review Committee and chaired the
Design Standards Committee. He has been a
Woodlands resident for 13 years.

What makes you qualified to serve on the township board?
I have a business degree and was in management for many years, and
understand finance, budgets and organizational structure. I served four
years on the Houston Heights Association board of trustees, and was
involved in efforts to improve education and in a reforestation project.
Most importantly, I am a resident of The Woodlands who is concerned
about the significant recent growing pains we have experienced and want
to bring a focus on quality-of-life issues to the township board.

My active involvement over the years throughout our community has led
me to have a true understanding of the needs and wants of my fellow
residents. Growing up here, I have the understanding of residents’
frustrations on issues our community currently faces, such as traffic
congestion, tree preservation and lack of convenient parking within Town
Center. I have the passion to serve my fellow residents and be their voice.
“Your voice—Our community” is more than just my campaign slogan, it is
the heart of my foundation. I believe as an elected board member my only
responsibility is to be your voice for our community, The Woodlands.

My service to this community on the old WCA board as a director,
and five years as president of that board [are my qualifications]. I was
deeply involved in negotiating the transfer from the WCA to what is now
the township. I served on the [Development Standards Committee] as
chairman. These are experiences relating directly to the community. I
have a career in municipal government dating back from the early 1970s
until retirement.

What is the best way to fix traffic congestion problems in The Woodlands?
Traffic congestion is the No. 1 quality-of-life issue facing The Woodlands.
We need to focus our efforts on all the villages’ concerns and not just
the business district. We should oppose extending Kuykendahl Road to
FM 1488, creating another pass-through corridor. We need to have town
hall meetings to assess residents’ local traffic concerns. I will propose a
parking program in the Waterway/Town Center area for The Woodlands’
residents that is convenient and affordable, as well as transportation
options from the villages to Town Center prior to any expansion of trolley
service or a new Waterway park and ride center. We need to continue
to make smart intersection modifications and reconfigurations of signal
timing. Improving our congestion problems will take hard work, focus and
time, but it must be done.

We must prioritize adding lanes to our most congested roadways first.
We live in a community where vehicles are the majority of residents’
choice of transportation. By adding more lanes to our roadways, we
would better accommodate residents’ ease of commuting and alleviate
traffic congestion. However, roadway developments and expansions
are not cheap. I would like to look into the possibility of collaborating
with neighboring communities for future roadway developments. This
could alleviate overall costs to the township, and be beneficial for our
neighboring communities.

There are multiple fronts we have to address to start fixing some of the
problems, and we have already started that process. I am chairman
of the Transportation Subcommittee for the township, and we have
initiated several projects to start dealing with issues. We put together a
collaborative effort between [The Woodlands Road Utility District] and
[Montgomery County] and the township, all paying a portion of that to
immediately address intersections creating traffic congestion problems.
Also, we did initiate a transportation study that is split into two pieces:
the transit portion and the South Montgomery County Mobility study.
We’ve started as a township to set aside resources to deal directly with
problems we feel we can help resolve with the county as well as in some
cases with Harris County.

What do you believe to be the solution to the growing number of cyclists on Woodlands roads?
It has taken 40 years to construct 200 miles of bike paths. It will take
time to have a world-class system that is safe for commuters and cycling
enthusiasts, but I believe we can do it. Having an improved system
is a quality-of-life issue. More and more young professionals desire
communities with top-notch cycling facilities, and I believe if we want to
remain competitive as one of the premier communities in the country, we
will need a more robust trail system. While we cannot just throw money
at this project, I believe we will be able to develop a 10-year plan. I look
forward to carefully reviewing the results of the master pedestrian/
bikeway plan recently commissioned by the township board and smartly
developing a working plan.

I believe the safest and most reasonable solution would be the possibility
of building a cycling sports facility. Providing such a facility would be
a safe alternative for both motorists and cyclists and an investment
The Woodlands can add to our list of attractions that could benefit our
community in the long term. I think we can improve the safety of cyclists
on our roadways by better enforcing existing laws, by having local law
enforcement emphasize and enforce traffic laws relating to drivers and
cyclists on our roadways. I would also like for the township to bring
more public awareness about bicycling safety, bicycling laws and more
awareness to our “Share the Road” [campaign]. This would create safer
roads for both cyclists and motorists alike.

We’ve always had a number of cyclists in the community; it’s the type
of community it is. In the case of cycling, it can be a practical use—to
get to a store or a meeting, and some people use [bicycles] to get to
work. Many communities have dealt with this issue. It’s not a new thing
that people have forgotten how to have bike lanes or share the road or
figure out how to move cyclists off to a separate path. [This issue is]
something that’s been around a long time, and we are trying to deal with
it so cyclists and motorists have safe passage. We are going to get more
into that, because some money was set aside in the budget to proactively
deal with it and come up with a plan for The Woodlands.

Do you believe it is in the best interest of The Woodlands to incorporate?
The only absolute protection from annexation is to incorporate. I believe
a township structure is the best current arrangement to maintain our
small-town feel and ensure a better quality of life. Barring a change in the
law by the Texas Legislature, we will need to incorporate by 2057. While
that gives us a long-time horizon to pursue all options, I feel we should
begin to transition to more of a city structure that will fit the needs of our
increased population.

I believe the decision on whether or not it would be in the interest
for The Woodlands to incorporate should be made by the residents. I
personally believe that The Woodlands should not incorporate at this
time. My biggest reason for not supporting the idea of incorporating The
Woodlands is that this would create another level of government within
our community. Many people move away from cities that are incorporated
for the simple reason of being free from government and the regulations
that come with it.

At some point, the reality is we have to. The question really is when. The
way the Legislature is currently written is we have another 45 years to
figure out when we are going to do this. We need to do it when it makes
sense—when we can have the least impact on the taxpayer, and I’m not
sure when that is. There’s no immediate plan in my mind, and we want
to continue to have the lowest cost government possible. At some point
down the road, we will have to take some action.

Do you believe Montgomery County provides enough services to The Woodlands for what The Woodlands pays for?
No. [Montgomery County does] provide what they are legally obligated
to provide, as well as other services such as libraries and animal
control. However, I do not feel we are getting basic law enforcement and
traffic management commensurate with our tax base. We have a good
current working relationship with the county and need to maintain that
relationship, but I feel as a representative of The Woodlands, I would be
negligent if I did not advocate on our behalf for increased and improved
services from Montgomery and Harris counties.

I believe Montgomery County does provide enough services for what
The Woodlands pays for. I think the township made the right decision
to hire an additional nine deputies, two detectives and adequate funds
for mounted patrol units to increase the hours worked per week. I think
the township should continue to be proactive with proper funding for
law enforcement as our community continues to grow. Like any growing
community, you can expect an increase in crime to be a result.

We pay a disproportionate amount—being an upscale community with
high property value—so yes, we pay more than other areas of the county
and subsidize those other areas. The question is, “Do we get what we
pay for?” Yes, we get what we pay for. We don’t get it proportionate
to the amount we put in, but if we become a city, then it really doesn’t
matter, and even then it doesn’t change our county tax burden. In this
stage, we are a township, and we get some county services. As a city,
we would get virtually none.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39
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Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?
Tanglewood
Wealth
Management has been
helping Texas families
realize their lifelong
financial goals for the
past 35 years. If you are
considering retirement
or selling your business,
or your current advisor is
not providing the service
you deserve, please give
Tanglewood a call.

• Strong Financial Background
• Understands Medical Needs
in Montgomery County

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, AND THE SECURITY YOU NEED

For more information call Nancy Gardner, CFP® at 713-840-8880

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300, The Woodlands

• Solid Leadership and
Management Experience
facebook.com/ChrisGriceforMCHDPosition3 | Email: cgrice55@aol.com

Early Voting: 10/20-10/31 | Election Day 11/4
Pol Ad Pd for by Chris Grice Campaign • Barry Blanton Campaign Treasurer

WE’RE ALREADY HERE.

LUXURY. CUSTOM. NORTH HOUSTON. WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

PARTNERS IN BUILDING features six luxury, custom home communities in North Houston. All are near the new Grand
Parkway and the entertainment, healthcare options and recreation at The Woodlands. Each one is convenient to the new
ExxonMobil campus, and your children will attend some of the best schools in the area. Now all you have to do is choose
our one-of-a-kind BUILD ON YOUR LOT program, an intimate, gated enclave of custom homes, or all the amenities of a
master-planned community. Whatever you choose, we’re already there.
LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+
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POSITION 4
WALTER BOYD

SHARON LAVERY
Walter Boyd worked as
an attorney for over 50
years practicing mostly
criminal trial and appellate
law. Boyd is also a minor
playwright.

JIM MESZAROS

Sharon Lavery has worked
for a Fortune 500 company
for the past 23 years. She
attended State University
of New York at Buffalo,
and received her bachelors
degree in chemical
engineering and a masters
degree in mechanical
engineering.

ED ROBB*

Jim Meszaros has
worked as a registered
representative/financial
advisor with Thrivent
Financial for the past 14
years. He has served on
the township Planning and
Zoning Commission.

Ed Robb is the founding
pastor of The Woodlands
United Methodist Church.
He was first elected to
The Woodlands Township
board of directors in 2010,
when the township was
established. He moved to
The Woodlands in 1978.

My qualifications are formed by my background
which includes serving our country in the U.S.
Air Force with multiple combat tours in Vietnam,
leadership roles in communities where I have lived
to include: president of Little League baseball,
leader of the veterans committee in support of the
Social Emergency Welfare Fund at the Veterans
Affairs hospital in Houston, president of my church
congregation, member of the Township Planning and
Zoning Commission, a licensed realtor managing
over 1,000 properties for a major insurer in New
England, and having nearly 40 years of experience in
the financial arena in both real estate and financial
services.

I am a 36-year resident of The Woodlands and have
many years of experience serving in community
governance. I have served as a director of the
township since its inception, and was elected twice
at large. Each term, I have also been elected by fellow
township board members to serve as an officer. I
served on the Town Center Improvement District from
1999–2010. I was chairman of TCID and working
with Sen. Tommy Williams when we successfully
brokered a deal with Houston Mayor Bill White to
save The Woodlands from annexation by Houston in
2007.

This is a difficult question which may require more
than one solution. Making our roads wider may not
be part of the solution. I believe we need to work
with county officials to address the issue as this is
a quality–of–life issue for our community. I support
consideration in hiring a professional town planner.

Though the township does not have direct jurisdiction
over roads, we have served as a catalyst to bring
various governmental agencies together to solve the
problem. We are also investing money toward south
Montgomery County mobility studies and master
planning —a process long overdue. Already progress
is being made, but longer term solutions will take
more time and money.

What makes you qualified to serve on the township board?
I am not particularly qualified for this position but
compared to my opponents, I fare pretty well. I have
good sense and good judgment when it comes to
managing others’ money and making wise decisions
when acting as a trustee for the public good even
though I am not so good at managing my own
affairs. I have been active in many civic, legal, and
political activities over the years. I will not accept
any favors—maybe a drink or two—from anyone,
so don’t try to buy me off. I take special pleasure
in [making people mad]. So please, don’t we need
someone like this on this board? I really don’t have
too much interest in listening to people’s gripes, but
much interest in telling people what is good for them.

As a graduate of the Leadership Montgomery County
Class of 2014, I have been exposed to the good and
the bad within our county. My experience working on
and leading diverse international teams, and driving
productivity improvements through the use of Lean
and Six Sigma methodologies would allow me to
analyze issues within The Woodlands and push for
an optimal solution. My past experience on nonprofit
boards in New York would help me if I am elected.
Serving here in the community on the United Way
Women’s Leadership Council, Executive Women’s
Alliance and the Junior League of The Woodlands
make me a part of the fabric of this community and
better help me understand the key issues.

What is the best way to fix traffic congestion problems in The Woodlands?
If you people out there are going to continue
excessively driving your autos all over the place for
no good reason, what do you expect? I don’t like the
traffic either but I learn for the most part how to avert
the bad times and places on the roads. I have no car
now anyway. I am broke. I take the free trolley and
will take the boats if they vote to have them free. In
fact I will campaign from the trolley.

The best way to fix The Woodlands traffic problem
is to conduct a study to determine what and where
the congestion problems are, and work with a firm
to evaluate options that will resolve the current
and potential future issues. Evaluate the options
considering such things as cost, timing, payback and
then implement the best solution.

What do you believe to be the solution to the growing number of cyclists on Woodlands roads?
There is a unrelenting pervasive warfare between
elitist automobile drivers and freedom-loving
bicyclists. If we can limit road rage to simply shooting
middle fingers instead of bullets at each other,
that will be okay with me. The symbol of bicycling
is conducive to the aesthetics of The Woodlands
serenity image. Therefore, a bicyclist should not be
run over unless he is a violent Houston-area criminal.

Cyclists and motorists need to learn to share the
road. To drive a car on the road motorists have a
license, which implies some level of training and
skill mastery. Anyone can ride a bike. Some cyclists
may not know the rules of the road, as they do not
necessarily have a driver’s license. Possibly an
education program for cyclists on traffic rules and
cycling safety would help.

I am aware of the issue but have not studied it in
detail. Perhaps we can designate roadways that
might provide safer transit for both cyclist and car
owners. I understand there are opinions on both
sides.

There is no easy or cheap solution. Neither our roads
nor our pathways were designed with serious biking
in mind. Alternatives will have to be found. Those
biking on public roads should be careful. And drivers
must recognize that cyclists also have a right to use
public roadways. Mutual respect and caution should
be the norm lest we have a tragic accident.

I am a firm believer in incorporation so that we can
have better control of our own destiny. I also realize
that there is a legitimate concern over cost and
perhaps thinking outside the box may help to address
those concerns. I believe we owe the citizens of our
community an opportunity to vote on the issue.

As a township board, we continue to monitor this
issue. We’ve conducted an extensive study with
outside consultants on this topic. In short, the voters
will ultimately decide. Presently, incorporation would
be an expensive choice; but it is the voters’ decision.

Do you believe it is in the best interest of The Woodlands to incorporate?
Oh yes, incorporate for sure in due course. All the
rich people are so concerned about their taxes going
up. (I use the term “rich” not in absolute terms but
compared to the bottom 47 percent). I would like to
see the township get the fire and police unions under
some sort of control so they are not able to bully as
they have done the Houston City Council.

There are pros and cons to having The Woodlands
incorporate. It is up to the residents to determine
what is best.

Do you believe Montgomery County provides enough services to The Woodlands for what The Woodlands pays for?
I might consult the unopposed Director Gordy Bunch
on this one. I might even ask Director [Ed] Robb to
preach a sermon on the unfairness of it all. That
might get me to his church. I have attended services
at so many other churches around, but not Pastor
Robb’s First Methodist. I will get the best advice I can
find on every issue. I am inclined to believe that the
township does not get enough return from the county,
but who does? Incorporate and it would seem that
the township would have more leverage.

The township should evaluate all the services
that Montgomery County provides and the costs
associated with them. They should benchmark with
other towns the costs for these type of services to
see if it is at fair market value. If it is determined
that it is not a good deal, solution options should be
developed, evaluated, selected and implemented.

Right now the county provides a variety of services to
include basic law enforcement, road construction and
maintenance, and transportation planning to name a
few. I hope to meet with [Township Financial Director]
Monique Sharp shortly to review the community’s
overall financial picture.

No, the county does not provide a fair share of
services for our tax dollars. We must work with our
newly elected county judge and the Commissioners
Court for a more equitable formula.
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Compiled by JP Eichmiller and Brian Walzel

governor

lieutenant governor

Governor The governor serves as
the chief executive of Texas and
can serve an unlimited number
of four-year terms. The governor

Greg Abbott, R

Wendy R. Davis, D

Who represents me?
To find out who your elected officials
are, visit www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us

STATEWIDE
U.S. Senate
Texas’ two U.S. senators each serve
staggered, six-year terms with no
term limits. Ted Cruz—whose seat
is not up for election until 2018—
has been in office since 2012. The
second seat has been held by John
Cornyn since 2002.

U.S. Senate
John Cornyn*, R
David M. Alameel, D
Rebecca Paddock, L
Emily “Spicybrown” Sanchez, G
Comptroller of Public Accounts
The comptroller is responsible
for managing the state’s finances
by acting as its tax collector,
accountant and treasurer. The
comptroller is elected to four-year
terms. Comptroller Susan Combs is
not seeking re-election in 2014.

Comptroller of
Public Accounts
Glenn Hegar, R
Mike Collier, D
Ben Sanders, L
Deb Shafto, G
Commissioner of the General
Land Office
The land commissioner manages
state assets, investments and
mineral rights and also chairs
numerous boards and commissions.
The commissioner is elected to
four-year terms. Commissioner
Jerry Patterson is not seeking
re-election in 2014.

Commissioner of the
General Land Office
George P. Bush, R
John Cook, D

offers policy recommendations and
may introduce bills, and is also
responsible for appointing state
board and commission members.

Kathie Glass, L

Brandon Parmer, G

Justin Knight, L
Valerie Alessi, G
Commissioner of Agriculture
The agriculture commissioner
manages consumer protection,
agriculture, healthy living and
economic development programs.
The commissioner is elected to
four-year terms. Commissioner
Todd Staples is not seeking
re-election in 2014.

Commissioner of
Agriculture
Sid Miller, R
Jim Hogan, D
David (Rocky) Palmquist, L
Kenneth Kendrick, G
Railroad Commissioner
Three commissioners are elected
to six-year terms. A railroad
commissioner has policy- and
rule-making responsibilities for
the commission, which, despite its
name, no longer oversees Texas
railroads. The commission now
regulates the following:
• Exploration and production of oil
and natural gas
• Compressed natural gas safety
• Pipeline safety
• Surface mining
• Gas utilities
• Liquefied petroleum gas
• Liquefied natural gas

Railroad Commissioner,
Place 2
Ryan Sitton, R
Steve Brown, D
Mark A. Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G
Supreme Court of Texas
Nine justices, including a chief
justice, are each elected to six-year
terms. The Supreme Court of Texas
is the highest court for civil litigation
statewide.

Chief Justice,
Supreme Court
Nathan Hecht*, R

Lieutenant Governor The
lieutenant governor of Texas is
elected on a separate ticket from
the governor. The lieutenant

Dan Patrick, R

Leticia Van
de Putte, D

William Moody, D
Tom Oxford, L

Justice, Supreme Court,
Place 6, Unexpired Term
Jeff Brown*, R
Lawrence Edward Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L

Justice, Supreme Court,
Place 7

attorney general
governor serves as president of
the state Senate and is responsible
for establishing committees and
appointing members.

Robert D. Butler, L Chandrakantha
Courtney, G

Ken Paxton, R

terms. A state’s representation is
based on population. Population
growth created four additional
Texas districts in 2012. In this
election, Texas voters will elect
representatives for 36 districts.

Montgomery County
Hospital District

Precinct 3

Melanie Bush
Kim K. LeJeune

John Hennigan
Chris Grice

Position 3

District 3

Bert Richardson, R
John Granberg, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

Judge, Court of Criminal
Appeals, Place 4
Kevin Patrick Yeary, R
Quanah Parker, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Judge, Court of Criminal
Appeals, Place 9
David Newell, R
William Bryan Strange, III, L
George Joseph Altgelt, G

DISTRICT
U.S. House
Representatives in the U.S.
House serve unlimited two-year

Robert Nichols*, R
J. Tyler Lindsay, L
State Board of Education
Fifteen commissioners are elected
from districts formed based on
population and serve four-year
terms. The State Board of Education
governs policy and curriculum
standards, serving as the leadership
for the state’s public school system.
Specific duties include:
• Designating and mandating
curriculum
• Governing educational programs
and services
• Reviewing and adopting
instructional material
• Overseeing investment of the
Permanent School Fund
• Approving the creation of charter
schools
• Adopting regulations and
standards for operating adult
education programs

District 4
Dorothy Olmos, R
Lawrence Allen, D

Harris County
County Judge
County judges preside over a
five-member commissioners
court, which maintains budgetary
and administrative authority of the
county government, and serve
4-year terms. The county judge
also manages beverage distribution
license applications, has election
responsibilities and can perform
marriages, according to the Texas
Association of Counties. Harris
County Judge incumbent Ed Emmett
has held the position since 2007.

County Judge
Ed Emmett*, R
David Collins, G

District Clerk
Chris Daniel*, R
Judith Snively, D

Position 1

Jason Millsaps
Skeeter Hubert
Carol Hamilton

Tomball ISD
Position 1

Kathy Handler*
Joseph Ferguson

The Woodlands
Township
Board of Directors
The Woodlands Township board
of directors officials hold two-year
terms of office, and serve with no
compensation. Position 1 incumbent
Gordy Bunch is running unopposed.

Position 2
Ron Mullins
Mike Bass*

Position 3

County Clerk

Stan Stanart*, R
Ann Harris Bennett, D

Ryan Elkins
Jeff Long*
David Cassidy

County Treasurer

Position 4

Orlando Sanchez*, R
David Rosen, D

County Commissioner
Precinct 4

State Representative
District 3

Jack Cagle*, R
M.I. Badat, D

Cecil Bell Jr.*, R
B. Larry Parr, L

Conroe ISD
Conroe ISD Board of Trustees
The seven Conroe ISD members
are elected to four-year terms
and serve without compensation.

Jamar Osborne, G

Trustee elections are held on even
numbered years, with positions
1, 2 and 3 up for election in 2014.
Incumbent Ray Sanders is running
unopposed for the position 2 seat.

Kevin Brady*, R
Ken Petty, L

Justice, Supreme Court,
Place 8

Judge, Court of Criminal
Appeals, Place 3

Position 2, at-large

Jamie Balagia, L

District 8

Jeff Boyd*, R
Gina Benavides, D
Don Fulton, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals
Nine justices, including a presiding
judge, are each elected to six-year
terms. The Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals hears cases appealed
from trial courts and cases that are
punishable by the death penalty.
The court also has the authority to
grant habeas corpus to defendants
found guilty of felony crimes.

Sam Houston, D

and approving public bond issues.
Attorney General Greg Abbott is
running for governor in 2014.

Kenn Fawn*
Brad Spatt
John Nicks

Texas Senate
The Texas Senate is made up of 31
single-member districts. Senators
serve unlimited four-year terms.

Phil Johnson*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Attorney General The attorney
general is responsible for
defending the state’s constitution,
representing the state in court

Jim Meszaros
Sharon Lavery
Ed Robb*
Walter Boyd

Candidates were selected based
on whom voters in Montgomery
and Harris counties will be voting.
Elections for municipal utility
districts and special utility districts
were not included.
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IMPORTANT DATES
In-person early voting: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
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Voter ID requirements*

texas voter turnout*
Total turnout

Total registered

2012

58.6%

2010

13,646,226

37.5%

13,269,233

2008

59.5%

2006

13,575,062

33.6%

13,074,279

2004

56.6%

2002

13,098,329

36.2%

12,563,459

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

* For November elections

texas registered voters*
Total registered

2012

74.7%

18,279,737

2010

70.6%

18,789,238

76.5%

2006

78.6%

2004

81.5%

2002

81%

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

17,735,442
16,636,742
16,071,153
15,514,289

• Texas driver’s license
• Texas personal ID card issued by
the Texas Department of Public
Safety
• Texas concealed handgun license
issued by DPS

• U.S. military ID card with photo
• U.S. certificate of citizenship or
U.S. certificate of naturalization
showing photo
• U.S. passport book or card
• Election ID certificate (EIC)

With the exception of the U.S. citizenship certificate, the identification must be
current or have expired no more than 60 days before being presented for voter
qualification at the polling location.

•
•
•
•

• ID card issued by a government
agency
• Unexpired insurance policy
• Expired Texas ID

Social Security card
Voter registration card
School records
Medicare or Medicaid card

• www.keepcalmvoteon.com
• www.votetravis.com

• www.mctx.org/election/
• www.harrisvotes.org

*Information updated as of Oct. 2 Texas’ voter photo ID requirements are subject
to change. Visit www.texas.gov for any updates.

1976

2008

1990

1972

2006

1988

1970

2002

1984

1966

2000

1982

1964

1978

1960

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

texas u.s. house of representatives
Democrat

2012
2010
2008
2006
2004
2002
2000
1998
1996
1994
Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

1
DOE, JOHN
000 Woodlands Pkwy.
The Woodlands, TX 77382

(Rep. Federal)

3
2
4

1 VUID–Your 10-digit statewide
Voter Unique Identification Number is issued by the Secretary
of State’s Office. This number
remains the same as long as
you are a registered voter in
Texas, regardless of the county
in which you reside or if you
move from one county in Texas
to another.
2 The precinct number is based
upon your residential address
and determines your Election
Day polling location.
3 Upon expiration, new certificates
are automatically mailed to voters with active registrations.
4 Residential address –
Address as provided when you
registered.
5 When voting in a primary election, you must state the party
from which you would like to receive a ballot. Your selection will
then be indicated in this space.
This also helps ensure you will
receive a ballot from the same

8

STATE SEN STATE REP COMM. PREC
(Sen.Estatat)

(Rep. Estat)

4

15

(Com. Pcto)

JUSTICE PREC.
(Just. Pcto)

15 3
562271

SCHOOL
(Escuela)

CITY

(Ciudad)

3

5
DOE, JOHN
000 Woodlands Pkwy.
The Woodlands, TX 77382

Spring, Champions Life Center, 3031 FM 2920, Spring
A complete list of Harris County polling locations may be found at
www.harrisvotes.com

Montgomery County
The Woodlands, South County Community Building, 2235 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, George and Cynthia Mitchell Library, 8125 Ashlane Way
A complete list of Montgomery County polling locations may be found at
www.mctx.org/election/

election day voting locations
On Election Day, Nov. 4, residents must vote at their precinct’s polling
location. Precinct numbers are printed on the voter registration card.

Harris County

A complete list of Harris County polling locations may be found at
www.harrisvotes.com

Montgomery County
Precincts and polling locations
03 The Woodlands High School 9th grade campus,
10010 Branch Crossing Drive.

SAMPLE CARD
6U.S. REP.

Harris County

Precincts and polling locations
1029 Creekside Forest Elementary School, 5949 Creekside Forest Drive,
The Woodlands

Resources

Democrat

1994

Republican

Tomball, Tomball Public Works Building, 501B James St., Tomball

voter registration card

2012

1996

Under Senate Bill 14, which was passed by the Texas Legislature in 2011 but
did not take effect until a June 25, 2013, decision by the U.S. Supreme Court,
voters must present one of the following forms of identification to vote:

* For November elections

texas u.s. senate
Republican

Voters may vote at any early polling location, Oct. 20–31

To obtain a free EIC, voters will need to show documents proving citizenship and
identity. For most Texans, that means their birth certificate and two supporting
documents, including:

Total voting age population

2008

early voting locations

Texas voters are required to present one of seven specific forms of photo
identification before they may cast their ballot.

7

party should a runoff election be
required. If you did not vote in
the initial primary but would like
to vote in a subsequent runoff,
you will be able to make your
party selection at that time.
6 These are the districts in which
you reside.
* US Rep.=U.S. Congress
* State Senate and State Rep.=
Texas Legislature
* Co. Comm.=County
Commissioner precinct
* J.P. =Justice of the Peace
district
* School district=School
* School SMD=Single-member
district
* City=City (and annexation status)
* Constable=Constable’s precinct
7 Mailing address–Address
indicates where you wish to
receive your mail. This address
is not used in determining your
precincts or in which races you
will be eligible to vote.

Source: www.wilco.org/elections

04

Copperwood Apartments, 4407 S. Panther Creek Drive

06

Deretchin Elementary School, 11000 Merit Oaks Drive

24

Oak Ridge High School, 27330 Oak Ridge School Road

31

Shenandoah Municipal Complex, 29955 I-45 N.

32

Wilkerson Intermediate School, 12312 Sawmill Road

33

South County Community Building, 2235 Lake Robbins Drive

35

Robinson Road Community Building, 27434 Robinson Road

45

Timber Lakes/Timber Ridge Fire Station, 3434 Royal Oaks Drive

47

South Montgomery County Fire Station No. 4, 28830 Birnham Woods

48

Sally K. Ride Elementary School, 4920 W. Panther Creek Drive

49

David Elementary School, 5301 Shadowbend Place

56

Montgomery County Hospital District EMS Station 20, 250 Harpers 		
Landing Blvd.

58

Lone Star College System Building, 5000 Research Forest Drive

59

Powell Elementary School, 7332 Cochrans Crossing Drive

61

Community Christian Church, 10801 Falconwing Drive

62

Collins Intermediate School, 6020 Shadowbend Place

67

Lamar Elementary School, 1300 Many Pines Road

69

Barbara Bush Elementary School, 7420 Crownridge Drive

70

The Woodlands Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest Drive

71

Buckalew Elementary School, 4909 W. Alden Bridge

75

Windsor Hills Homeowners’ Association Club House,
1 E. Windsor Hills Drive.

78

Galatas Elementary School, 9001 Cochrans Crossing Drive

79

Glen Loch Elementary School, 27505 Glen Loch Drive

80

Imperial Oaks Neighborhood Center, 31120 Imperial Oaks Blvd.

81

Mitchell Intermediate School, 6800 Alden Bridge Drive

84

South Montgomery County Fire Station No. 1, 335 Volunteer Lane

87

Birnham Woods Elementary School, 31150 Birnahm Woods Drive
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CONROE ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
About Conroe ISD
Conroe ISD stretches 348 square miles and is home to 60 schools with
more than 56,000 students. The district is adding more than 1,500 students
per year to its enrollment. A seven-member board of trustees manages the
district.
The trustees are elected at-large and serve two-year terms. The board is
responsible for establishing district policy, adopting the tax rate and setting
and approving the operating budget. The district’s current fiscal year budget
for 2014–15 is $395 million.

CONROE ISD
CONROE

105

Graduation rate

Student enrollment

45
242

Conroe ISD
3205 W. Davis St.
Conroe • 936-709-7751
www.conroeisd.net

95.1%

56,000+

Teachers

3,700

Economically
disadvantaged

35.9%

* DENOTES INCUMBENT
CISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES POSITION 2
MELANIE BUSH

KIM LEJEUNE
Business owner Melanie Bush recently graduated from the Leadership Montgomery
County program, hoping to put much of what she learned to use as a CISD trustee.

Originally from Fullerton, California, Kim LeJeune came to the Houston area in 1986
when she took a job with Muse Airlines as a flight attendant.

Bush and her husband, Alan, are both entrepreneurs. In four years, she has built her
business, Better Bookkeepers, from a solo practice to a business employing 11.

She and her husband of 27 years, Randy, moved from Conroe to Houston—but returned
to the area in 2005 after the birth of their two children.

A fifth–generation Texan, Melanie and Alan have lived in Montgomery County since
2006. The couple has two daughters, ages 9 and 6.

LeJeune has served the Oak Ridge High School feeder zone community as PTO
president, vice president of fundraising, vice president of programs and on numerous
committees in various schools.

In her spare time, Bush competes in sprint triathlons.

She is now vice president of programs at Oak Ridge High, helping to raise funds for the
anti-bullying program, Safe School Ambassadors.

What makes you the best candidate for the position?
It’s my head for business, my heart for kids and my hands for service. My business has been blessed with rapid
growth, just like Conroe ISD, and I have made the tough calls needed to manage it. That took everything from
picking the right teammates, to serving my team, to crunching the budget numbers. No other candidate has played
that lead role in a business.

I bring something different to the board. I have been volunteering inside schools for 14 years. I have had the privilege
of developing relationships that give me a unique perspective. One of my greatest joys has been working with
parents and our community to help meet the needs of our students.

Would you support a bond proposal by the district? Why or why not?
I support a bond proposal for measured growth—we must do right by our kids. Our rapid growth requires new
schools. Think of a bond like a home mortgage. When a family expands, very few people can buy a new house
in cash. You’ve got to take a mortgage that buys a house to satisfy your true needs and respect your finances.
Building new schools is the same. It’s a matter of figuring out how much school our district really needs, compared
to the bond that our expected property tax income can support.

I would support a bond proposal and want to ensure as our district grows, that we remain fiscally responsible.
Conroe ISD has a proven track record for being fiscally responsible—such as having a 23-year payback on our loan
instead of the average 30-year payback. Conroe ISD has also lowered the tax rate this year by 0.5 percent.

What do you see as the biggest challenges facing the district in the coming years?
No doubt it’s keeping our district’s high academic standards and financial accountability while our student
population swells. We have a duty to our children to give them the best education possible. We owe our teachers
all the support they need in the classroom. And all the while, we must stay accountable to our taxpayers.
Don’t forget the fact that our current state education system decides too many things for our local school districts.

Growth would be the biggest challenge I see. With Montgomery County being a wonderful place to live and Conroe
ISD providing an excellent education for students, more families are calling [the county] home.

Why did you decide to pursue a position on the school board?
My girls—and all the other kids like them. My daughters are flourishing in the best district in the state. They have
many more years in the district, and I want to be a part of shaping their education. I love the flexibility that being
an entrepreneur gives me to be an active mom while also leading a mentor program at Conroe High School. These
young ladies have inspired me to run for school board.

I chose to pursue a position on the school board to serve my community in greater capacity. I have served the Oak
Ridge feeder zone for the past nine years, volunteering within the schools and working beside students, parents,
educators and administration. I look forward to bringing my knowledge to the board and serving the entire Conroe
ISD community.

How does the district maintain its educational success as it continues to grow?
Besides taking steps for measured growth, the district can stay successful only by continuing to hire the best
teachers, by equipping them with all the resources they need to do their job, by working with parents to see every
student succeed, and by partnering with our businesses and community organizations to come alongside our
students.
Conroe ISD does a great job at this. I would like to see our businesses, which reap the benefits of our education
system, partner more with our district. For example, businesses could donate equipment to the very trade skill
programs that generate the welders and machinists needed for growth.

[Superintendent Don] Stockton’s leadership is key to the success and growth of our district. He has an amazing
team of well-qualified and highly trained associates and educators leading us into the future. For the Conroe ISD
board of trustees, the responsibilities are to evaluate the superintendent, approve the budget, set the tax rate and
approve policies. Through these policies and procedures, they ensure our children are receiving the best education
possible. As a trustee, I will continue to provide that oversight, ensuring that our students’ educational needs are
met with optimal growth.
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CISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES POSITION 3
CAROL HAMILTION

SKEETER HUBERT

Carol Hamilton was an educator for 35 years,
having retired from Aldine ISD in 2008. She
also taught in Galveston and Dallas ISDs.
Hamilton also spent two years as an English
Student of Other Languages instructor in
the Continuing Education Department at
Lone Star College–North Harris. She is now
director of Young Einsteins Math and Science
Academy.

Skeeter Hubert works as a senior vice
president of financial services.

JASON MILLSAPS
Jason Millsaps has worked most of his career
in various positions in the private sector,
including stints as an operations manager
and director of operations. In 2012, Millsaps
began a career as a political consultant
serving many local, state and federal clients.
He now works as chief of staff for a newly
elected state representative.

What makes you the best candidate for the position?
I am confident that I have what it takes to be successful on the board
because I have been involved in many facets of education. I will bring
to the board a spirit of leadership, teamwork and the desire is to make
a greater impact on the lives of students on a larger scale. My spirit
calls to serve the children, present, past and future colleagues, and the
community. My longevity in education proves my commitment.

I have served in this community ever since I arrived here in 1997. I
have served on several different nonprofit boards that range from The
Chamber of Commerce to Montgomery County Emergency Assistance.
I was a director on The Woodlands Community Association and voted
on assessment rates. At that time I voted to decrease the assessment
rate from $0.32 to $0.14, and we still had a balanced budget. I am not
cutting my teeth on your tax dollars when it comes to setting rates and
maintaining a conservative budget.

I have extensive knowledge in both private and public sectors. I
understand smart budgeting and how to keep contracts and vendors
under control in order to keep spending to a minimum. I bring to the table
a wealth of information, along with the resources, to call any number of
experts to assist me answering questions I may find myself struggling to
answer on my own. I have a demonstrated ability to work across the aisle
with political leaders and community leaders to address any issue that
may arise.

Would you support a bond proposal by the district? Why or why not?
Yes, I would support a bond proposal by the district because it is essential
to the growth of the CISD community as long as the bond is fiscally
conservative for the taxpayers. The Conroe district has grown by over
1,500 students in recent years, and it will continue to receive families
to the Montgomery County area because of the great things that are
happening in the schools. If this trend continues—I think it will—the
district will need funds to build new schools and to upgrade the existing
buildings that are in need of renovation. With the district’s low tax rate
of $1.29 per $100 of property valuation, the enrollment growth and high
attendance rates, and the increase in property value, CISD revenue will
increase. Taxpayers will continue to pay the same low tax rate to educate
students tomorrow as they do now.

Planning for the school district’s current and future needs is one of the
fundamental duties of the school board and district administrators.
There is a constant valuation of facilities and other needs in light of our
changing district population, changes in the district-owned structures,
and even changes to instruction that could require more space for
additional labs, classrooms and staff. If it is determined that the district
has needs beyond the capacity of our district’s maintenance and
operations budget, a school bond could be considered.

Yes. There is no doubt Montgomery County and Conroe ISD are growing.
Conroe ISD has been a rapid growth district for many years, and we are
now at the point of bursting at the seams. A new bond, if done correctly
with fiscal constraint, will help alleviate the congestion in the classroom,
and provide our students with the best possible facilities to meet their
education needs. There is also no doubt we will need a new high school
in the very near future, along with two or possibly three new flex schools.
Building these schools allows us to make changes year over year as the
population among the grades fluctuates. I believe the new high school
should fall in the Rayford Road corridor in order for us to lessen the travel
impact of those students traveling to Oak Ridge North and College Park
from that new emerging population density.

What do you see as the biggest challenges facing the district in the coming years?
The need of new schools and the renovation of existing schools in our
growing community is always a challenge for any district because funds
received from the federal, state and local levels are allocated to the
district’s budget needs. Hence, a district that is conservative, executes
sound budgets, and values its community needs are the ones that receive
accolades and praises for doing a splendid job. I think Conroe’s second
biggest challenge is meeting the educational and curriculum needs of its
diverse population of newcomers to the district. The district will have to
put in place research-based programs that are aligned with grade-level
standards as they embed intervention strategies, best practices and
critical thinking skills to those students who are non-English speakers.

The biggest challenges facing the school district in the coming years are
[population] growth, House Bills 5 and 842, taxes and transportation.
Over the last three years, CISD is averaging over 1,700 new students per
year. We need to continually look for ways to manage and maintain the
challenge of rapid growth [and what it] can demand of our school district.
HB 5 and HB 842 have changed the graduation requirements. Students
and staff need support in implementing these changes. CISD changed its
bus route guidelines due to the 2011 budget cuts. Due to the population
growth since that time, traffic congestion, and long drop-off and pick-up
lines at the schools, transportation has become a concern for many
parents.

Meeting the demands of our growth, while keeping our debt, and budget
aligned for such growth. Conroe ISD is in great financial shape, having
been recognized over the last 11 years for our excellence of providing a
great education based on the dollars spent per pupil. Conroe ISD ranks
in the top 5 percent of all school districts in Texas that are demonstrating
best practices when it comes to financial accountability to the taxpayers.
I want to build on that shared vision, and continue to provide financial
accountability to our community while providing a world–class education
to our students.

Why did you decide to pursue a position on the school board?
I decided to run for a position on the school board because I want to be
actively engaged in helping educate 55,000 students and serve 8,000
professional staff, support and substitute personnel, administrators, and
auxiliary at CISD. I believe I can make a difference in the overall quality
of education for all students and continue to encourage the people who
run this great district to stay on the path of CISD success. I want to serve
and support the district’s goals and vision, and I believe that my 35 years
of experience will successfully aid in doing that. I want to ensure that the
goals and policies of the district are implemented and accountability is
transparent. I want the community members and parents to know that I
will be the most supportive advocate for the future of our schools.

I decided to pursue a position on the school board because of my four
kids. I have a vested interest in their experience and success in Conroe
ISD. I also see my skill set and experience being of great value in
addressing the challenges facing our school district.

Our community deserves to have an accountable board, which keeps
budgets in mind while making the kids the top priority. With the vacancy
of a board position, I felt with my extensive knowledge in both the private
sector business community and public sector legislative community I
bring a new perspective to the current board. I also have been heavily
involved in our community through my volunteerism, and I feel serving
the community on the board will continue my spirit to serve others.

How does the district maintain its educational success as it continues to grow?
If the district continues to maintain its focus as a visionary force that is
committed to the furtherance of the community, faculty and staff, and
all students, the success will continue to be exemplified. However, the
district must foresee this growth positively and be the leader for other
school districts to mirror. CISD must provide advanced science and math
classes, partnership with community colleges and business, increase
technology infrastructure, provide extracurricular activities, develop
effective parent workshops and classes, and provide a solid foundation
for all students in order to reach its future designation.

Because of our exceptional CISD leadership, which starts with the
board and our superintendent, Dr. Don Stockton, we continually attract
the best teachers and faculty. We need to continue to work with our
representatives in Austin as well as our local leadership in the county and
district. Let’s not bury our heads in the sand when it comes to adapting to
the changing needs of our students, but continue to be open–minded and
eager to work with and sculpt our students.

The short answer to this is simple. If it is not broken don’t try to fix it. I
feel there are areas within the district that do require some attention,
but overall Conroe ISD is in great shape, and I look forward to working
with fellow board members to continue the successes of our great school
district.

44

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

FEATURES

CALENDAR

09
THE Place for Business and Social Events

5 Exclusive Private Rooms

to Ensure Your Next Event
is Unforgettable

2014

10

Class Act Productions presents “My Fair
Lady,” featuring a cast of more than 40
student actors as well as cameos from
community leaders. 7:30 p.m. (Oct. 10 and
11), 2:30 p.m. (Oct. 11 and 12). $12–$30.
Nancy Bock Center for the Performing
Arts, 3800 S. Panther Creek Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-292-6779.
www.classactproductions.org

Fall cleaning

14

Candidate forum

The Montgomery County Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and the Voter
Awareness Council host a forum for
candidates running for election to the
Conroe ISD board of trustees. The event also
includes lunch and provides an opportunity
for attendees to ask questions to and learn
more about candidates. 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
$30. The Woodlands Country Club Palmer
Course, 100 Grand Fairway, The Woodlands.
832-326-7872.

14

Sustainability presentation

The Woodlands Grass Roots
Environmental Education Network sponsors
an October “Going Green” lecture by Jennifer
Lorenz, executive director of the Bayou Land
Conservancy. 7 p.m. Free. South Regional
Library, 2010 Lake Robbins Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-363-2723.
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org

15
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Sawdust Rd.
Grogan’s Park Dr.

Budde Rd.

ill R

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE
THE WOODLANDS, 77380

01

WISE Conference

Women Inspiring Supporting
Empowering (WISE) Texas Women
presents its second annual professional
development event. The keynote speaker
this year is author and trainer Dani Johnson.
Net proceeds go to Montgomery County
Emergency Assistance. 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. $79
(WISE members), $99 (non-members). The
Woodlands Resort and Conference Center,
2301 N. Millbend Drive, The Woodlands.
281-271-7111.
www.thewiseconference.com

16

Wine tasting and dinner
The Montgomery County Performing

through 02
Wings over Houston

The U.S. Navy Blue Angels headline
the 30th annual Houston Airshow at Ellington
Airport in Southeast Houston. Produced by the
Commemorative Air Force, the nonprofit show
also features a tribute to Vietnam War veterans
with flight demonstrations of aircraft from
that era as well as a display of the traveling
Memorial Wall. Ticket prices include free
shuttle service from area park and ride lots. 8
a.m.–6 p.m. (Nov. 1), 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (Nov. 2).
$21.50 (adult general admission) $4 (children
ages 6–11), free (5 and younger). Ellington
Airport, 510 Ellington Field, Houston.
713-266-4492. www.wingsoverhouston.com

through 12
Musical production

Oak Ridge North accepts unwanted
items from city residents doing fall cleaning.
Accepted items include tires, electronics,
tree limbs cut to 4-foot pieces, lawn and
playground equipment, automotive, oil and
furniture. Chemicals, dirt, TVs, computer
monitors, prescription drugs, solvents or
paint cans are not accepted. 9 a.m.–noon
and 1–3 p.m. Free. Oak Ridge North City
Hall, 27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge
North. 281-292-4648.
www.oakridgenorth.com

EVENTS@AMERIGOS.COM

NOV

and 10
Parenting boys presentation

Author Janet Allison shares strategies for
rearing confident and capable boys. Allison
is the author of “Boys Alive! Bring Out their
Best!” Online registration is required. 9:30–
11:30 a.m. $35. The Woodlands Children’s
Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The
Woodlands. www.boysalive.com

11

281.362.0808

Worth the TRIP

Arts Society hosts a fundraiser featuring
a live band and wines from the Lucas &
Lewellen Vineyards. Attire is “wine country
casual.” 6 p.m. $100. Kelly Pavilion/Conroe
Shooting Center, 11400 FM 2854, Conroe.
936-760-2787. www.mcpas.org

17

Fangtastic Family Carnival

The Woodlands Township hosts live
performances, a costume contest, Scooby
Doo movie and trick or treat stations. Tickets
are sold for games, concessions and a night
hike. 4–8 p.m. Free. Rob Fleming Park, 6055
Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

17

24 and 31
Haunting at Bear Branch

“Neighborhood of Nightmares” is the theme
for this year’s family-friendly haunted trail,
which is recommended for children age 9
and up. 8–10 p.m. Ticket sales stop at 9:30
p.m. $8. Bear Branch Park, 5200 Research
Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

17

The Woodlands Idol preliminary

The first level of competition in the
eighth annual amateur singing contest began
in September as the contest builds up to
the finals in November. Sponsored by The
Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce, this
event advances 10 singers to the semifinal
round. 7:30 p.m. Free. Crescent Moon Wine
Bar, 440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring.
281-367-5777. www.thewoodlandsidol.com

18

Fall festival

Oak Ridge North presents a time
capsule burial, trackless train, pumpkin
patch, bounce houses, music and free
professional family photos during the firstever fall event. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Marilyn
Edgar Park, 26531 Hillside Drive, Oak Ridge
North. 832-381-3215.
www.oakridgenorth.com

18

and 19
Tour of Woodforest

Johnson Development Co. hosts a public
open house for its latest community
surrounding the Woodforest Golf Club. Pony
rides, a classic car showcase and bumper
“globes,” are planned for each of seven
stops. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Woodforest

Homefinder Lodge, 101 Elk Trace Parkway,
Montgomery. 936-447-2800.
www.woodforesttx.com

18

SuperHero Run

18

Le Tour de Woodlands

19

The Woodlands 40th
anniversary

24

The Halloween Ball

27

Fall golf classic

Court Appointed Special Advocates,
or CASA Child Advocates for Montgomery
County for abused and neglected children,
host the fifth annual 1K, 5K and 10K trail run.
7 a.m. $10 (1K), $30 (5K), $350 (10K). W.G.
Jones State Forest, 5800 Alden Woods Drive,
The Woodlands. 936-441-5437.
www.casaspeaks4kids.com

Interfaith hosts this cycling event
with long and short courses for individuals
and families. Rides will begin and end at
The Woodlands Township Townhall. 7 a.m.
$35 (individual), $50 (family of four). 2801
Technology Forest Blvd., The Woodlands.
832-615-8230. www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

The Woodlands Township hosts music,
historical programming and an interactive
art project to celebrate 40 years to the
day George Mitchell founded his masterplanned community in 1974. 3–8 p.m. Free.
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands
Drive. 281-21-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Breast Cancer Charities of America
hosts a costume party fundraiser featuring
entertainment, dancing, food stations, silent
auction and popular “balloon pop” activity.
7:30–11 p.m. $75 (couple), $85 (individual).
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.
936-231-8460.
www.thebreastcancercharities.org/
halloween-ball/

Montgomery County Crime Stoppers
benefits from the annual golf tournament
fundraiser. Items are still needed for the
silent auction. Lunch is provided by Berryhill
Grill and Cantina. 10:30 a.m. (registration), 1
p.m. (shotgun start). $250 (individual golfer).
Tournament Players Course, 1730 Millbend
Drive, The Woodlands. 936-539-7867.
www.montgomerycountycrimestoppers.org

Courtesy Wings Over Houston

October

The Woodlands Edition • October 2014

FEATURES

45

Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Brian Walzel
Speaker’s series

The World Affairs Council of
Houston continues its Woodlands Program
Series with Michael Doran of The Brookings
Institute. Doran presents “America in
the Middle East, Iran, Libya and Syria.”
The event is part of WAC’s monthly
informational series. 6:30 p.m. (reception),
7–8 p.m. (program). Free. Lone Star College
Community Building, 5000 Research Forest
Drive, The Woodlands. 713-522-7811.
www.wachouston.org

November

01

Fall flea market

One of only two markets per year
is held rain or shine in the Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion parking garage. Buyers
must park in Town Center and walk to the
market location. 7–10 a.m. Free. Corner
of Six Pines and Lake Robbins drives, The
Woodlands. 281-210-3976.
www.woodlandsfleamarket.org

01

Gumbo cook off

Special Angels of The Woodlands, a
nonprofit providing a daily activity center for
adults with mental and physical disabilities,
hosts a fundraiser to benefit its “Adopt An
Angel” tuition assistance program. Cook off
categories are seafood and non seafood.
The deadline to register is Oct. 18. A silent
auction, raffle and family-friendly activities
are also scheduled. 7 a.m. (competition
check-in), noon (open to public). $100

03

USO golf tournament

Outlook Financial hosts the second
annual USO Woodlands Classic at the
Woodlands Country Club Tournament Course
in Spring. Proceeds benefit USO Houston’s
services and programs for troops and
military families. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. Sponsorship
opportunities begin at $150. The Woodlands
Country Club, 1730 S. Millbend Drive, The
Woodlands. 832-691-8524.
www.usowoodlandsclassic.eventbrite.com

07

Employment law conference
Attendees at this event learn about

correctly applying employment laws in
their organization and reducing employee
claims. Sponsored by The Woodlands Area
Chamber of Commerce. The event also helps
attendees understand changes in the laws
and recent case decisions to help avoid
lawsuits and implement best practices. 7:30
a.m. (check-in), 8 a.m.–3 p.m. (conference).
$150 (chamber members), $200 (non
members). The University Center, 3232
College Park Drive, The Woodlands.
281-292-1655. www.woodlandschamber.org

08

and 09
Woodlands Children’s Festival

The 19th annual Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion event features local talent, awardwinning children’s performers and activities
available that do not require tokens or

FEATURED Event

tickets. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.(Nov. 8), noon–5 p.m.
(Nov. 9). $8 (advance), $10 (at the gate), free
(age 2 and younger). Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The
Woodlands. www.woodlandscenter.org

09

JROTC Foundation dinner

Local news personality Bill Balleza
of KPRC TV emcees the inaugural fundraiser
for the JROTC Foundation featuring Lt. Col.
Oliver North. Proceeds will be distributed to
underfunded JROTC programs in Houstonarea high schools and throughout Texas. No
individual tickets are being sold. 6 p.m. (wine
reception), 7 p.m. (dinner). $1,500 (table of
eight), $2,500 (table of 10 in preferred area).
The Woodlands Resort and Conference
Center, 2301 N. Millbend Drive, The
Woodlands. www.jrotcfoundation.org

Online Calendar
OCT

18

Fine arts show

Professional and amateur artists
display paintings, sculpture,
pottery, photography, metal works, mixed
media and other media at Market Street’s
annual outdoor arts show. Held amid Market
Street’s retailers and restaurants, the popular
event is open to the public and includes live
demonstrations, music and activities for
aspiring artists of all ages. In the event of
rain, the show will be Oct. 25. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
Free. Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-419-4774.
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

Find more or submit The Woodlands
events at
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar.
To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition, they
must be submitted online by the
fourth Friday of the month.
Sponsored by
Courtesy Market Street

28

(one category entry), $150 (entry for both
categories). Papa’s Ice House, 314 Pruitt
Road, Spring. 281-292-2073.
www.specialangelsofthewoodlands.org
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*

**
Special Preview Weekend:
Sat. & Sun., Nov. 15 & 16, 2014
(Daily hours apply)

Open Daily: Nov. 22, 2014 - Jan. 19, 2015
Northeast corner of Lake Robbins & Six Pines Drive
* Admission Varies ** Free Admission

Sat., Nov. 22, 2014 • 3 - 9 PM

Santa, Ice Carving, Snow,
Fireworks, Vendors and more!
Town Green Park and along
The Woodlands Waterway®

45

Free Admission

Produced by

New Homes from the $240’s
Wright’s Landing offers an idyllic American setting, with classic

CI
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
PRESENTS

Craftsman, bungalow and prairie-style homes with all the
modern conveniences. Beyond the ordinary, Wright’s Landing
boasts a choice location near the new ExxonMobil campus and
an array of planned amenities. Discover the distinctive,

*

Preview: Sat. & Sun., Nov. 15 & 16, 2014
Open daily: Sat., Nov. 22, 2014 - Mon., Jan. 19, 2015

Northeast corner of Lake Robbins & Six Pines Drive

Produced by

Present this coupon to the customer service counter at The Ice Rink. Valid Monday through Friday only. Offer expires Monday, Jan. 19, 2015. Limit one coupon per person. Coupon does not
apply on Admission for Children 5 and under. Not valid with any other offer including holidays.

award-winning designs of Wright’s Landing.

29510 Taliesin Court
Spring, TX 77386
281.763.2062
GRACEPOINTHOMES.COM

Holiday Celebrations In The Woodlands

Nov. 2014 - Jan. 2015

For local heroes, heavy hitters, and visionary game changers.

As with
any financial
decision,
encouraged
Prices
and availability
are subject
tobuyers
changeare
without
notice. to do their own due diligence when selecting a
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders.
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13

281.363.2447

www.HolidayInTheWoodlands.com

December
04 Holly Jolly Jingle, 7 p.m.
May 2015
02 ZZ Top and Jeff Beck, 7 p.m.
August 2015
08 5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon
19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com
October
10 John Conlee, 10 p.m.
24 Wade Bowen, 10 p.m.
November
21 JB & the Moonshine Band, 10 p.m.

Concert in the Park
Northshore Park
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
October
12 Easy Money Band, 5:30 p.m.
19 Subdivided, 5:30 p.m.

Crighton Theatre
234 N. Main St.
Conroe • 936-441-7469
www.mcpas.org
October

17

T.G. Sheppard and Kelly Lang, 7:30 p.m.

November
22 Joni Morris performs “Legendary
Ladies of Country Music,” 7:30 p.m.

		 8:30 p.m.
19 Mercury, 7 p.m.
21 Cornmeal, 8 p.m.
23 Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.
24 Karla Bonoff, 8:30 p.m.
25 Kraig Parker, 8:30 p.m.
26 Bellamy Brothers, 7:30 p.m.
29 Dave Mason, 8 p.m.
30 Dave Mason, 8:30 p.m.
31 Russell Moore and the IIIrd Time Out,
		 8:30 p.m.

November
01 David Frizzell, 8:30 p.m.
02 The Time Jumpers, 4 p.m. and
		 7:30 p.m.
03 Bill Hearn, 7:30 p.m.
06 Jeannie Seely with Tim Atwood,
		 8:30 p.m.
07 Jay and the Americans, 8:30 p.m.
08 Kevin Black, 8:30 p.m.
09 John Gorka, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Café
463 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com
October
09 Ian Moore, 8:30 p.m.
10 Anna Nalick, 8:30 p.m.
11 The Derailers, 8:30 p.m.
12 Mac Powell, 7:30 p.m.
13 Nashville Songwriters Association,
		 7:30 p.m.
15 Brandon Steadman, 8 p.m.
16 Band of Heathens, 8:30 p.m.
17 Luke Wade & No Civilians, 8:30 p.m.
18 Ezra Charles, 8:30 p.m.
19 Landau Eugene Murphy Jr.,
		 7:30 p.m.
20 Dillon Biggs, Zara & Friends, 8 p.m.
22 Hooked 4 Life, 8 p.m.
23 James Hunter Six, 8:30 p.m.
24 Jim Lauderdale, 8:30 p.m.
25 Steel Wheels, 8:30 p.m.
26 Tom McKinney’s Vocal Showcase,
		 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
27 Old Salt Union, 8 p.m.
29 Doug Moreland, 8 p.m.
30 Chuck Mead of BR549, 8:30 p.m.
31 Cool Freddie E. & the Crew,
		 8:30 p.m.

November
01 Hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
03 Neulore, 8 p.m.
05 Pauline Reese & Cyrus James,
		 8 p.m.
06 Fred Eaglesmith, 8:30 p.m.
07 Brandon Rhyder, 8:30 p.m.
08 Liz Longley, 8:30 p.m.
12 Sheila Marshall & Jake Kellen, 8 p.m.

October
09 Yelba, 7:30 p.m.
10 Alibi, 7:30 p.m.
11 Girl Friday, 8 p.m.
16 Keith Rea, 7:30 p.m.
17 Jenn Harris Band, 7:30 p.m.
18 Hannah & Craig, 7:30 p.m.
23 Ashley Austin, 7:30 p.m.
24 Duane Vincent, 7:30 p.m.
25 Russell Boyd, 7:30 p.m.

Live at Night at Waterway Square
31 Waterway Square Place
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
October
11 Brenda Guy, 6 p.m.

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St.
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
October
09 Walt Wilkins, 8 p.m.
10 Dub Miller/Doug Moreland, 8 p.m.
13 The Rifters, 8 p.m.
14 Kyle Park, 8 p.m.
15 Lee Roy Parnell, 8 p.m.
16 Songtelling & Drew Womack, 8 p.m.
17 Junior Brown Fan Page, 8 p.m.
18 Junior Brown Fan Page, 8 p.m.
22 Gary P. Nunn, 8 p.m.
23 Jamie Wilson, 8 p.m.
24 Aaron and Ash, 8 p.m.
29 Cody Canada, 8 p.m.
30 Parker McCollum Music, 8 p.m.
November
04 Todd Snider, 8 p.m.
05 Todd Snider, 8 p.m.
06 The Greencards, 8 p.m.
07 Suzy Bogguss, 8 p.m.
08 Folk Family Revival, 8 p.m.
12 The Black Lillies, 8 p.m.

OCTONAUTS™

Children age
2 and under
are free. Ticket
price includes all
activities.

		 8 p.m.
11 Motley Crue with Alice Cooper,
		 7 p.m.
18 Buzzfest 32 with Chevelle, Papa
		 Roach, Cage the Elephant, Young
		 the Giant, Switchfoot, Big Data,
		 Milky Chance, P.O.D., The Dirty
		 Heads, Evans Blue, New Politics,
		 Bear Hands, Bad Suns and New
		 Medicine, noon
23 Jason Aldean with Florida Georgia
		 Line and Tyler Farr, 7:30 p.m.
24 Hocus Pocus Pops with the Houston
		 Symphony, 7:30 p.m.
30 Arctic Monkeys, 8 p.m.

6503 FM 1488
Magnolia • 832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com

“Jingle Bells,
Batman Smells”

October
09 Somebody’s Darling, 8:30 p.m.
10 Guy Forsyth, 8:30 p.m.
11 Restless Heart, 8:30 p.m.
15 Sean McConnell, 8 p.m.
16 Karan Casey, 8:30 p.m.
17 The Seldom Scene, 8:30 p.m.
18 Tommy Castro and The Pain Killers,

TICKETS:
$8 advance
$10 door

October
10 Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band,

GenuWine Tasting Room

Junie B. Jones

25911 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

Nov. 8 & 9

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

13 Dave Barnes, 8:30 p.m.
14 Lincoln Durham, 8:30 p.m.
15 David Wilcox, 8:30 p.m.

“With Genevieve!”

03 Quebe
Sisters,
Dosey
Doe Big
Barn8:30 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m
Sun. 12-5 p.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Compiled by Nicole Bradford

Choo-Choo Soul

Live music in and around The Woodlands

Meet & Greet Photo Op

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR

03 Quebe
Sisters, 8:30 p.m.
Bernhardt
Winery
9043 County Road 204
Plantersville • 936-894-9829
www.bernhardtwinery.com
October
12 Elvis Presley Tribute, 6 p.m.
19 The Fab Five, 6 p.m.
26 Eagles Tribute band, 6 p.m.
November
02 Skyline, 5 p.m.

OCTONAUTS™ Meomi © 2014 VSP Ltd.
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www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300
Tickets can be purchased at
The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or
online at www.ticketmaster.com.
app store and Google Play
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HEALTH NOTIFICATIONS

Are You Hard Of Hearing?

TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind….

A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to field test a
remarkable new digital hearing instrument in the area.The hearing
test to determine if you qualify is free of charge.
These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably and almost invisibly help you hear more clearly.
This technology solves the “stopped up ears”, and “head in a barrel”
sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing
tested in our office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your
results with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.
At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a
tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to
determine the increased benefits of this technology. Benefits of hearing aids vary by
type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing test, and
proper fit. This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is
available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable price.

NEW
NEW
ARRIVALS
ARRIVALS

CALL NOW IF YOU WISH TO BE
INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST
Call today to make your reservation!

Conroe/The Woodlands

Redefining Fine Furniture

713-300-0809

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More

8000 SH 242, Ste 117• Conroe, TX 77385
www.Miracle-Ear-TheWoodlands.com
For other Houston area locations please visit us online at:
www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

26207 OAK RIDGE DR. STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380
281-292-5536 · 713-426-5556 · Monday to Saturday 10-6pm · Sunday By Appointment Only
www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com · info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com
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amazing

BUSINESSOUTREACH
Did you realize that the Concierge Booth at Market Street
and Guest Services Desk & Kiosk inside The Woodlands
Mall are managed by The Woodlands Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Partners Program? Chamber members can
rent our Kiosk inside The Woodlands Mall to market their

product or services for as little as $40.00 per day (M-F)
and $200 for Saturday & Sunday. Some exclusions
apply. Exclusively for Chamber members. Kiosk
rental dates available through December 2014! Call
281-363-8128 and discover what you’ve been missing.

1400 Woodloch Forest Dr.,
Suite 300
The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-363-8128

www.WoodlandsChamber.org
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Global Leader Aquatics

ORN supplier offers saltwater fish and coral
By Julie Butterfield

Global Leader Aquatics
on
Woods

The Woodlan

d s Pk w y
45

R d.

27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North • 281-419-8882
www.glaquatics.com
Hours: Wed.–Sat. noon–7 p.m.,
Sun. noon–6 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Photos by Jesse Mendoza

Q

uiet bubbles and a tranquil hum
“[Coral] is unique in that it behaves
from the aquarium tanks at
like a plant and uses sunlight for energy,”
Global Leader Aquatics welcome Anson said. “But it’s a predator and it
curious and erudite aquarium owncaptures small particles … and that’s why
ers alike. Located in Oak Ridge North,
it’s considered an animal.”
Global Leader Aquatics is a source for
The biggest sellers at Global Leader
saltwater aquarium fish, coral and supAquatics are tang fish, Anson said. Tangs
plies.
are colorful fish that live in tropical seas,
Owner James Anson has had an internear coral. Tangs can be blue, purple and
est in aquariums since he was young. His yellow. Another big seller is the clown
parents’ interest in saltwater aquariums
fish, which are commonly recognized
is what sparked his own personal interwith their bright orange coloring and
est, he said.
white wide vertical stripes. There store
“As a young child, the aquarium hobby also carries angel fish, which include
was of great interest to me,” Anson said.
pygmy, medium and large species.
“It’s something that I’ve always done.”
Among the supplies the store offers
When Anson turned 25, he opened an
include protein skimmers, lighting for
aquarium busithe tanks, live
“As a young child, the aquarium rock and fish food.
ness in Humble.
hobby was of great interest
He was there for
Global Leader
seven years before
Aquatics offers
to me, It’s something that I’ve
deciding to move
services for clients
always done.”
his business to
who want to start
—Owner James Anson
Oak Ridge North,
off with small cuswhere he has been for a year.
tom tanks, to commercial clients who are
“I moved to The Woodlands because
looking for an 800-gallon size aquarium
it is expanding rapidly and offered more
tank. The type of material for the tank,
opportunities,” he said.
either acrylic or glass, is a matter of prefAnson specializes in selling coral,
erence. They both have their advantages,
which accounts for more than half of his
Anson said. Acrylic scratches more easily
business. Global Leader Aquatics offers
than glass and can yellow over time, but
small, starter coral, propagated from
it weighs less. Acrylic can also be molded
larger pieces, as well as bigger pieces of
into shapes, said Anson.
coral to fit in larger tanks.
There is no typical tank people comAnson said that coral, while aesthetimonly request, Anson said.
cally pleasing with its vibrant coloring, is
“It really ranges,” he said. “It’s a broad
alive and contributes to the action in an
range clientele. A small custom tank can
aquarium tank.
be 60 gallons and [up to] 800 gallons.”

Owner James Anson sells saltwater fish and coral at Global Leader Aquatics in The Woodlands.

Dwarf hermit crabs are among a selection of invertebrates sold at the Oak Ridge North store.

Acrylic versus glass aquariums
Aquariums are made of either acrylic or
glass.
• Acrylic can scratch more easily than glass
and can also turn yellow over time.
• Acrylic can be molded into shapes for
custom aquariums.
• Acrylic is a popular choice because it is
half the weight of glass, which is better
for shipping, and it is a better insulator for
aquariums.
• A good quality acrylic tank will not yellow
at the rate of inferior acrylic, if at all.

A Copper Band Butterfly fish (left) and a Mandarin
Goby are two of the saltwater fish available.

One fish, two fish...
James Anson has owned his own aquarium
shop for
years

8
800

80

gallons of water in a
large Global Leader known species
Aquatics custom
of tang fish
aquarium

15-20

daily customers at Global
Leader Aquatics

Yellow tang fish are common in saltwater aquariums and are known for their yellow coloration.

N OW O P E N !
INSPIRING. SUSTAINABLE.
YOUR HOME IN THE NATURAL WORLD.
Luxury and location on the edge of a
12,000-acre forest near the new ExxonMobil
Campus. A rare gem in an ideal setting,
The Belvedere is a premier new residential
rental community with the refined finishes,
desirable amenities and exemplary
management you require.
281.288.2880

•

BelvedereAtSpringwoods.com

•

2323 East Mossy Oaks Road, Spring,TX 77389
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Who do you turn to when you have a family
business, wealth preservation or tax issue?
You turn to the expert who has handled these complex
issues for over twenty-five years as a large firm partner
and as the owner of a boutique firm.

WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?

We provide counsel
and expertise on:
• Asset Protection
• Tax and Charitable Planning
• Trust and Estate Planning
• Family Business Issues with a
Focus on Succession Planning,
Exit Strategies and Business
Transactions
Steven J. Clausen
• Probate
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)*
• Trust and Estate Litigation

*
texasoralsurgery.com

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380

Spring | The Woodlands | Magnolia | Conroe | Huntsville

281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

Texas Hill Country Ambience
minutes from Exxon campus.

Custom Homes from the $400’s

936-441-2973

westforkcustombuilders.com
• Golf Course Community -

West Fork Golf & Country Club

• Low Tax Rate of 2.775, no MUD taxes
• Golf Course Homesites Available
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Teacups and Tadpoles

Longtime store owner focuses on kids’ wares

O

distinctive merchandise, including clothing and more at a wide variety of prices.
“We have a great book department,”
she said. “We carry gifts and toys that are
boutique-type gifts and toys. We work
very, very hard to find clothing that you
don’t find in department stores.”
Colorful outfits, toys, shoes and gifts
for boys and girls adorn the walls, racks
and displays, including brands from
Biscotti, Magnolia Baby, Footmates, Le
Top and Cach Cach, to name a few.
Being selective and having a wide
variety of merchandise offered requires
quite a bit of searching, Byrd said.
“We sell lots and lots of books,” she
said. “We spend hours and hours every
year going through and picking books
for this location.”
The store occasionally hosts events
such as those for mothers’ groups, an
annual baby shower for customers, and
hand-and-foot pottery lessons, Byrd said.
“There’s something for everybody,”
she said.
Byrd even thought about the public at
large when she named the store, she said.
“I was just trying to think of something that covers both genders and all
age ranges,” she said. “I had a dream one
night that we named it ‘The Lily Pad’,
but my husband didn’t like that. Still, the
idea of frogs stuck with me, and I came
up with Teacups and Tadpoles.”

Teacups and Tadpoles children’s boutique owner Kay Byrd has worked in the children’s boutique business for more than 30 years.
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The boutique sells clothing, bags and toys.

ssories

Distinctive gifts
for children
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nce a stay-at-home mom who
delighted in dressing her children, Kay Byrd now marvels at
the sight of others doing the same when
they shop at her children’s clothing store,
Teacups and Tadpoles.
Teacups and Tadpoles is one of several
children’s stores Byrd has owned in the
last 32 years. It all started when passion
met opportunity, she said.
“I had a huge interest in children’s
clothing and dressing my kids,” Byrd
said. “I just kind of had a niche for
merchandising and clothing and wanted
to do something different.”
Now, Byrd is a grandmother, still
fascinated by children’s clothing and
profiting from her passion.
In addition to her location in The
Woodlands in the Panther Creek Village
Center, she has owned stores in Spring
and Kingwood.
“I closed all but this one,” she said.
“I’m getting old, and it’s too much
[work].”
At 64, Byrd said the journey to becoming successful was one that she traveled
through her own pure determination.
“I taught myself,” she said. “I don’t
have a degree or education in retail at all.”
Teacups and Tadpoles has been open
for 10 years. Though it is the last store
Byrd said she will own, the boutique
is not slowing down in its variety of

Photos by Jesse Mendoza

By Monica Coleman
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Teacups and Tadpoles children’s boutique has
operated in The Woodlands since 2004.

Parents can buy dress shoes for infants at
Teacups and Tadpoles.

DAVIS
Holdings
DAVIS HOLDINGS

The children’s boutique offers craft sets, games,
puzzles and books.
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4775 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-681-0639
www.uniquekidswear.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Closed Sundays

NOW PRE-LEASING FOR OCTOBER 2014!
COMING SOON: RETAIL, RESTAURANT SHOPPING CENTER
PLUS PAD SITE
LOCATION: SWC OF INTERSTATE 45 & FM 1488
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS
SPACES AVAILABLE: 2,000 SF–15,000 SF

FM 1488

DAVIS
Holdings

I-45

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
LANCE DAVIS
LANCEDAVIS@DAVISHOLDINGSLP.COM
PHONE: 713-659-3131 FAX: 713-659-8070

BUILDING: 41,000 SF
CALL FOR RATES
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n
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RETAIL CENTER
LOCATED JUST NORTH
OF THE WOODLANDS
WITH EXCELLENT
FREEWAY VISIBILITY.

51

52

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

FEATURES

AUTUMN LEAVES OF THE WOODLANDS

10700 Montfair Blvd. | The Woodlands, TX 77382 | ID# 104378

WHERE

&

TRADITION

BETTER MEMORY CARE.
BY DESIGN.

HOME EQUITY
MEET

Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands provides a safe, secure environment
for those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.
Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one
is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals
that understand the demands and needs of our residents.

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(832) 764-5324

Your home equity loan can be used for much more than home repair and improvements!
• Debt Consolidation

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,
our mother is loved and well cared for
by an extraordinary group of people.”

• Family Vacation

• Refurnishing Your Home

• Cash For Your Business

Experience the true meaning of Tradition.
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

– an Autumn Leaves family member

(832) 764-5324 | AutumnLeaves.com

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Years of Proven Results

$10.00 OFF

Weightloss Texas Inc.

your purchase of $75.00 or more

Authorized

This coupons good through 10/31
Weightloss Texas Inc. / Nutrisystem

Distributor

FREE DELIVERY to your Home or Ofﬁce
26832 I-45 North, Spring, TX 77386

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

any box of craving crusher or
energi-ZING Shakes

281-259-9500 | www.weightlosstexas.com

For all the things
that move you.

Call (281)367-7770

The
The Woodlands
Wooddlands & Spring
Spring
#1 Top Producing Office in Texas

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

$1.00 OFF

This coupons good through 10/31
Weightloss Texas Inc. / Nutrisystem
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Pallotta’s Italian Grill

ORN restaurant celebrates two-decade run
By Jesse Mendoza

Photos by Jesse Mendoza

T

wenty years after opening, Palrestaurant between four to 12 years.
lotta’s Italian Grill continues to
Even though Pallotta’s continues to
engage Oak Ridge North resiserve traditional meals like spaghetti and
dents with both traditional and distincmeatballs, lasagna bolognese and chicken
tive Italian food.
Parmesan, Nicosia said the restaurant
Formerly known as Sghettie’s, Pallotta’s
continues to put a fresh spin on its menu
was established by former owner George
with unique monthly specials.
Pallotta in Oak Ridge North in Septem“During crawfish season we do a thing
ber 1994. Today, the restaurant continues
called the Nawlins pasta with
to serve traditional Italian fare under
crawfish tails, Cajun seasoning and sauowner—and former
téed shrimp,” Nicosia
employee—Phil Nico- “We don’t treat the guests said. “It is going really
sia, who purchased the as a number, we treat
well. We are finding if
them as an extension of somebody comes in,
restaurant in 2009.
“In the worst
orders it and loves it,
our family.”
economy I have ever
then they are going
—Phil Nicosia, owner
seen, 2009–10, we
to come back to get
took the place over and felt the hardships
it again. So it increases business in that
[as a result of] what the economy was like, regard, and it gives the guest a reason to
but we put back into the business where it
come back here and get that dish again.”
was needed,” Nicosia said. “We have taken
In order to maintain a distinctive
what was a consistently good restaurant
flavor, Pallotta’s also makes its own sauces
and added to that by implementing all
including its own spin on traditional marsorts of new things but carrying on the
inara sauce, known as their top tomato
tradition of what we have always had.”
sauce, and Alfredo sauce, known as Pavia
Nicosia said a strong customer base and sauce, Nicosia said.
continuous investment into the restaurant
“We make at least 10 different variations
has helped Pallotta’s remain successful.
of our Alfredo sauce,” Nicosia said. “We
“We have been consistent for 20 years,
have the traditional dishes like any other
and that is extremely important in this
Italian restaurant, but we have so many
business,” he said. “We don’t treat the
unique dishes that so many can’t find
guests as a number, we treat them as an
anywhere else that sets us apart.”
extension of our family. Without them, we
Pallotta’s also added a 65-seat banquet
would not be here.”
room next door to the restaurant about
The staff at Pallotta’s Italian Grill has
two years ago and is considering adding
also remained consistent, Nicosia said,
live music for customers to listen to durwith most employees having worked at the ing special events.

Pallotta’s Italian Grill owner Phil Nicosia and operations manager, Tanna Perry, have worked together at
the restaurant for more than nine years.

Owner’s favorite dishes:
• Shrimp brochette: Butterflied Gulf Coast
shrimp stuffed with garlic and cheese,
wrapped in peppered bacon and grilled.
The dish includes fettuccine with Pavia
sauce and a side of garlic bread. ($19.99)
• Chicken Parmesan: Two breaded chicken
cutlets with seasoned Italian bread
crumbs, topped with tomato sauce, melted
mozzarella cheese. The dish is served with
a side of spaghetti with tomato sauce and
toasted bread. ($15.99)

The shrimp brochette dish is one of several
seafood options offered at Pallotta’s.

• Spaghetti with meatballs: The traditional
pasta dish includes meatballs that are
marinated for 24 hours in tomato sauce
and is served with toasted bread. ($10.49)
• Lasagna Bolognese: A smooth-textured
meat and cheese lasagna topped with
tomato sauce. The dish is drizzled with
Pavia sauce. ($10.69)
• The Benjamin: The linguine pasta dish
features cayenne pepper-flavored Pavia
sauce, grilled gulf shrimp, spicy Italian
sausage crumbles, mushrooms and
tomatoes. ($11.99)

Pallotta’s serves tomato basil soup made with
cream, tomato, pesto and topped with croutons.

Pallotta’s Italian Grill offers a variety of
traditional and distinctive Italian desserts.

Pallotta’s Italian Grill serves Italian lollipops, or
mini meatballs, served on pasta stick.

Pallotta’s Italian Grill
45

Lake Robbins Dr.

27606 I-45 N.
Conroe • 281-364-9555
www.pallottasitaliangrill.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11
a.m.–9 p.m.
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A COSTUME PARTY THAT CHANGES LIVES

Friday, October 24, 2014
7:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Special Guest & Emcee: Dana Tyson, SUNNY 99.1

Costume Prizes • Dancing • Food • Activities • Wine Wall • And More!

www.TheWoodlandsBall.com
BREAST

THE

CANCERCHARITIES
OFAMERICA

®
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Jesse Mendoza

J.D. and Jessica Lama helped open Dragon Moon
Trading on Sawdust Road in March.

45

Sawdust Rd.

309 Sawdust Road
Spring • 281-315-0931
www.dragonmoontrading.com

By Jesse Mendoza

C

reekside Animal Hospital has
helped pets stay healthy since
opening in The Woodlands nearly
one year ago.
Owner David Dolan has been a veterinarian for more than 27 years, and
opened the pet hospital in November
2013.
Since opening, Creekside Animal
Hospital has seen an increasing amount
of regular patients. Dolan said he has relationships with many of the pet owners,
including some who have brought their
pets to his clinics for more than 20 years.
“We are growing, it is a new practice,”
Dolan said. “I have wanted to have my
own building and make it my own place. I
like the calm and enjoy being able to have
a relationship with my clients.”
Creekside Animal Hospital provides
preventative medicine, diagnostics and
surgery for cats and dogs. Dolan said he

David Dolan opened Creekside Animal Hospital in
the Village of Creekside Park about a year ago.
N ew H

a r m o ny

Pl.

Ku y

.

Vet opens new facility
in The Woodlands

ah
l Rd

Other than the imports available at
the shop, which range from $5 to $5,000,
J.D. said he offers free appraisals for
Asian items, offers consignment on a
case-by-case basis, and is open to price
negotiations on items sold at the shop.

R d.

F

rom the dining room table made
out of 150-year-old tribal doors,
to certified jade jewelry made by a
10th–generation carver, every import at
Dragon Moon Trading has a story.
Owner J.D. Lama, his wife Jessica, and
their partner J.P. Dickenson opened the
store in March after Lama left the Asian
import wholesale business. The store
mostly features handmade Asian imports,
including custom furniture, jewelry,
paintings and antiques.
“Even though it doesn’t have the sticker
that says free trade, the truth is that it is,”
J.D. said. “We buy directly from villagers
that we go and meet face to face, that we
have long-term relationships with, and
that we buy from in cash.”
He said Dragon Moon Trading only
offers handpicked items that are not
mass-produced and targets often ignored
regions for import.
“Houston has a very large international community, and a lot of things are
brought in from China by other people,”
J.D. said. “But they usually ignore Thailand, they ignore India, they ignore Korea
and we don’t.”

a hl

By Jesse Mendoza
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Store offers select Asian imports

Creekside
Animal
Hospital

Ku y

Dragon Moon Trading

Courtesy Creekside Animal Hospital

IMPACT UPDATES

d
ken

26219 Kuykendahl Road
The Woodlands • 281-351-8387
www.thecreeksidevet.com

enjoys working with owners to help
them understand their pets. In his
years of experience, though, Dolan has
also learned that every pet owner has a
unique relationship with his or her pet.
“My job is to try and help [owners] understand that their pets are all
individuals and that they are not all
the same,” Dolan said. “I had to learn
to understand that not everybody loves
their dogs as much as I do, and that
some people love their dogs more than
I do.”

Fall Back Into Golf Season

With Fall in the air and our golf courses in excellent condition, October is the perfect time to experience the private club
lifestyle at Canongate. As a Canongate member, you’ll enjoy full golf access to The Oaks, Panther Trail and Lake Windcrest,
as well as a host of benefits and amenities for the entire family.
REGISTER AT WWW.CANONGATETEXAS.COM/COMMUNITY AND
RECEIVE A ROUND OF GOLF AT THE MEMBER PREVIEW RATE!

Call Julian at 877-695-4347 for more information
or to schedule your personal club tour.
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Explore the all-new

•

Redesigned with you in mind

•

Hundreds of local coupons

•

Easily browse or search

•

Local and regional deals

•

Redeem right on your phone
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Brian Walzel

Todd Hayden opened Hop Scholar Ale House in
May with his wife Corey.

45

Richard Rd.

Rayford Rd.

610 Rayford Road, Ste. 642
Spring • 281-203-7406
www.facebook.com/hopscholaralehouse

Seller offers wide array
of plants, trees, flowers

General Manager Horacio Albiter and owner Robert Rouse operate Woodlands Wholesale Nursery.

By Brian Walzel

.
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ith more than 700 different
items in stock, The Woodlands
Wholesale Nursery offers a
wide array of lawn and garden products.
The nursery opened in January at 4598
FM 1488 and serves The Woodlands,
Conroe and Magnolia areas.
“We offer the full line of nursery products–anywhere from colorful flowers all
the way up to larger trees,” said Robert
Rouse, who co-owns Woodlands Wholesale Nursery with his wife Nancy.
Prior to opening Woodlands Wholesale
Nursery, Robert Rouse owned and operated a rock quarry shop near his current
nursery.
Plants at the nursery range from one
gallon to 200 gallons and include trees,
bushes and shrubs, fruit-bearing plants,
perennials, roses and annuals. Woodlands
Wholesale Nursery sells to landscaping
professionals, builders, contractors and

on

demand, a cask engine to the facility and possibly food selections. Hop
Scholar patrons are free to bring in their
own food from nearby restaurants.
“We’re working really hard to get a
food plan,” he said.

1488

4598 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-271-2244
www.woodlandswhosalenursery.com

individual buyers.
“What separates us from our competitors is we have professional landscapers
on our staff who will help a do-it-yourselfer design their yard at no charge,”
Rouse said. “The customer draws it, and
our landscapers can show you where it
goes, where to put shade, where to put
evergreens, where to put color, wherever
things need to be placed.”
Rouse said the nursery typically runs
seasonal specials and more are planned
for the fall and holiday seasons.

Estate Living in Houston’s
Nature Preserve

Previewing the New Section! Be among the first to select your
home site in October & save up to 25% on pre-development pricing.
of Waterfron
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FM1960
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Call today. 281.324.4427
TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

ites

• One-acre waterfront estates
• Bulkheaded with private boat slips
• Miles of pristine shoreline
• Waterfront parks & 30 miles
of nature trails
• Private white sand beach
• Highly acclaimed Huffman ISD
• 20 minutes from Bush
Intercontinental Airport
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Acreage Home Sites from the $80’s
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odd and his wife Corey Hayden
opened Hop Scholar Ale House
at 610 Rayford Road in May with
the concept of bringing craft beer to south
Montgomery County.
“This place has been starving for craft
beer,” Todd said.
When the bar opened in the spring, it
featured 27 craft selections on tap. Today
it has 39, Todd said. Among the selections
are nitros, ciders, IPAs and lighter beers,
among many others.
Hop Scholar’s No. 1 seller is Bombshell
Blonde, which hails from the Southern
Star Brewery in Conroe, where Todd used
to work.
He said only a few beers, such as Bombshell, remain on tap while the others
are rotated out to make room for newer
selections.
“Anytime anything special comes out,
people just flock to it,” he said. “There
are so many craft beers and there are not
enough taps to keep them fresh. I always
want something new, and people want to
try new things.”
Todd said he plans to add six more
taps to the bar to keep up with growing

dC

By Brian Walzel

Ol

Owner brings craft beer selections to Spring

Woodlands
Wholesale
Nursery

Brian Walzel

Hop Scholar Ale House
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Delivery

Takeout

GREEK TONY’S PIZZA

FAVORITES

Greek Tony’s has served specialty
pizza and sandwiches in Texas since
1982. The restaurant opened after
owner former owner Greg D’Avignon
moved his family to The Woodlands.
D’Avignon’s son, Ryan, now runs the
restaurant.

• Pie Slamma Jamma
• Sicilian pizza
• The Garden Blanco

RUSSO’S NEW YORK PIZZERIA

FAVORITES

Russo’s New York Pizzeria specializes
in New York-style brick-oven pizza
and Italian dishes. The Houstonbased pizza chain opened The
Woodlands restaurant in 2007.

• 28-inch Party Pizza
• New York Village
• Chicken Alfredo

it comes to pizza, from New York-style to local favorites. Coming
this fall, The Woodlands area will get a taste of the Midwest when
the famed Chicago-based Gino’s East opens in The Woodlands.
Prices range from about $10 for small pizzas to about $35 for

432 Sawdust Road
Spring • 281-292-4313

LOCATION
3335 College Park Drive
The Woodlands • 936-273-6060

Dine-in

The Woodlands area offers an array of flavors and styles when

LOCATION

DONNELLY’S PIZZA

FAVORITES

Donelly’s Pizza Bistro has served
pizza, pasta, calzones, wings and
appetizers to The Woodlands area
residents for 12 years.

• Chicken Caeser Salad Pizza
• BLT Pizza
• Portabello mushroom pizza

extra-larges at these locations.

LOCATION
2021 Rayford Road, Ste. 120
Spring • 832-585-0500

woodlands ad.indd 1

10/1/14 3:52 PM
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BROTHERS PIZZA

FAVORITES

FROM THE OWNER

Brothers Pizza is a Woodlands institution, opening its first location in the
Grogan’s Mill Village Center 17 years
ago. Since then, three more Brothers
Pizza locations have opened in The
Woodlands area.

• Spinach, tomato and garlic
• Blanco pie
• Deluxe

“I love my plain cheese pizza. When you have a cheese pie, before you put anything on
it, you know what that pizza is going to taste like.”
–Manny Bekiri, owner, Brothers Pizza, Grogan’s Mill

CRUST PIZZA COMPANY

FAVORITES

FROM THE OWNER

Clint Price and Mark Rasberry
scoured pizza restaurants around the
county searching for the right flavors,
creations and ingredients before
opening Crust Pizza Company in the
Panther Creek Village Center in 2011.

• The Original
• Old Smokey
• Madelyn’s Alfredo

“The way we look at is, everything is fresh, the dough is no more than three hours old,
the same thing with all of our toppings.”
–Mark Rasberry, co-owner, Crust Pizza Company

LOCATIONS
2260 Buckthorne Place, Ste. 173
The Woodlands • 281-298-9299

6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-419-8550

6531 FM 1488
Magnolia • 281-259-9599

LOCATIONS
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 530
The Woodlands • 281-298-8844

8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 340
The Woodlands • 832-585-0999

PIZZA TONIGHT

FAVORITES

RC’S PIZZA

FAVORITES

Pizza Tonight has
served the Village
of Panther Creek on
Glen Loch Drive for
the past 17 years,
offering traditional
pizza toppings and
flavors.

• The Whole Schmeer
• Big Ol’ Boy
• D’s Greek

RC’s Pizza seeks to
capture a taste of
New York with every
slice of pizza and
also features Italian
cuisine.

• Plain cheese pie
• Meaty New Yorker
• California Pie

LOCATION
27190 Glen Loch Drive
The Woodlands • 281-465-4774

LOCATION
501 Sawdust Road
Spring • 281-298-4663
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Holiday

Toy Drive
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Help children with cancer who are in the
hospital by donating NEW board games,
puzzles, books, craft kits, video games!

Sponsored by
Community Impact

For more information visit our website or call 713.389.5544

ChildrensCancerRecovery.org
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Steve Head

Chancellor, Lone Star College System
The former president of Lone Star College-North Harris, Steve Head was appointed
the fourth chancellor of the Lone Star College System on July 1 after more than 30 years
working for the community college system.
Head took over as chancellor at a time of growth for LSCS, which he said has seen its
enrollment grow by 68 percent since 2007 through the addition of more than 33,000
credit students. With the growth in enrollment comes a need to accommodate the rising
student population as LSCS hopes to pass a $485 million bond referendum in November.
LSCS is working to address concerns by voters who voted against the bond a year ago.
Head said he is proud of LSCS and the effect it has had on communities throughout the
Greater Houston area.
“Few people have the opportunity to impact our society the way community colleges
do,” Head said. “I feel very strongly about the role of community colleges in the state and,
really, in the country. We are the largest single sector of higher [education] in the state
right now.”
Can LSCS continue to add
new students and pass bond
referendums to fund new facilities,
or is there a point where the system
can no longer expand?
We don’t see the growth slowing down
anytime soon. That’s the challenge we
have. That’s why we’re seeking another
bond. If you look out at the horizon, we
know where the growth is coming. It’s
all over, but you look where [the Grand
Parkway] is coming in—we know where
communities are being planned.
Why do you believe the 2013 bond
referendum failed?
We had a low voter turnout. We had
that vote in May. The election this time
will be in November, so we’ll have a
greater voter turnout. I think more than
anything else it was a lack of communication. And that’s on us. Very few people get
the opportunity to make the changes that
we do. We know what we’re doing, and
we think you know what we’re doing. But
that doesn’t translate to people coming
out to the polls sometimes.
Why should a resident within the
LSCS service area who is not a

French Market
LIGHTING

student or a parent of a student vote
to approve this bond referendum?
The simple answer is a rising tide raises
all boats. The way our community is
going to be successful over the long term
is having an educated public. With an
education, you learn to be a good citizen.
Some of these big companies want us
to teach our students how to dress, how
to act, how to deal with conflict resolution, how to show up on time. It’s about
improving our society as a whole. That’s
what we’re talking about. We do all this
training for EMTs and police officers and
nurses and things that you may not know
until you actually need them. That’s what
we do with all this training behind the
scenes is [help create] the infrastructure
for a successful society.
Why can’t LSC fund new facilities
using property tax revenue?
We do not generate enough new income
on tax revenue from our tax base. For
example, the bond is less than $485 million. So the increase in tax base generates
about $10 [million] to $12 million in new
money. We are so large right now, that
if we give pay raises of 2 percent it takes
about $3 million out of that. There’s not

Shawn Epps

By Matt Stephens

enough money being generated by the tax
base alone to pay for a new building. It’s
one thing to go out and buy a small item
in your household like a washing machine
or a new TV, and it’s another thing to go
out and have a house mortgage.
How does the process of seeking
suitable colleges for University
Center work, and what would cause
a particular college to leave?
The universities historically have areas
where they focus on, like different program areas. The Woodlands, for example,
Sam Houston [State University] had
education and business, and it just so happened those are the two hottest programs
you could possibly have. But that was 15
years ago, so they cornered the market on
that. Our agreements normally are that
you can’t duplicate programs. We don’t
want colleges coming up and offering
three business programs. I know we’re in
the education business, but these are also
business propositions. So you can’t be losing money over an extended period. So at
the University Center in The Woodlands,
some colleges backed out because they
never could get enough students. Part of
that is the programs that they offered,

and part of it is the time that they offer
[classes]. Sometimes they didn’t offer
enough courses at the right times. Most of
it, though, is a financial decision.
There was a lot of opposition toward
the 2013 bond from Montgomery
County voters. Is more emphasis
being placed on Montgomery
County in terms of getting the
information out on this bond?
We’re reaching out to groups and individuals that have concerns about the bond
last time. If it’s about class utilization,
we want to show you what we’ve done
with that—we try to answer your question. If it’s about the financing and how
we’re handling that, talk with us about
that. I think we’re doing a much better
job explaining how we’re going about that
this year. We’re talking to large groups
and small groups about this. But tell us
where you have concerns about this [bond
referendum]. There is no tax hike in the
bond, because we’re so large and our
accessed value [is so large]. We pay off the
debt without a tax hike because we have
enough money coming in on our tax rate.
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Harvest of Homes
TOUR 10 NEW MODEL HOMES IN 8 DIFFERENT
CREEKSIDE PARK NEIGHBORHOODS!
Along with a harvest of new homes and designs, the Village of Creekside
Park will soon feature retail, dining and businesses at the highlyanticipated Creekside Park Village Center. Students attend acclaimed
schools that are part of Tomball ISD. Recreation is abound at the 1,700acre George Mitchell Nature Preserve, Rob Fleming
Park and Aquatic Center, the new Wendtwoods
Park and Pool, the Creekside YMCA and Lake
Paloma. Discover the everyday pleasures of being
close to nature in the Village of Creekside Park!

Years

1974

2014

TWIN PONDS

PONDERA POINT

CLAIRHILL PLACE

THE ESTATES AT BLAIRS WAY

Darling Homes - Plan 5245
$575,000

Partners in Building - Plan 11845
$1,197,000

Highland Homes - Plan 296
$825,000

Toll Brothers - Vallagio Bordeaux
$1,250,000

4 bedrooms, 3½ baths, 2-story,
3-car garage

5 bedrooms, 5½ baths, 2-story,
3-car garage

WOODED OVERLOOK

GARRET RIDGE

DAFFODIL MEADOW

WYATT OAKS*

Toll Brothers - Vitoria Mission
$728,995

J. Patrick Homes - The Hartford
$650,000

Perry Homes - Plan 2255/2286
From $366,900

M/I Homes - The Elizabeth
$431,990

4 bedrooms, 3½ baths, 2-story,
3-car garage

4 bedrooms, 3½ baths, 2-story,
3-car garage

5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 half baths,
2-story, 3-car garage

3 bedrooms, 2½ baths, 2-story,
2-car garage

5 bedrooms, 4½ baths, 2-story,
4-car garage

4 bedrooms, 3½ baths, 2-story,
2½-car garage

New homes from the $300s to $1 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com/HarvestOfHomes
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE INFORMATION CENTER.
Sales offices are open now with model homes coming soon. Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands
*Development
Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or
warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change. Membership fees may be required. 10/14
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Cynthia Woods Mitchell

Founding ‘mother’ known for her love of the arts

C

Cynthia Woods was born
ynthia Woods Mitchell
and her husband, George, in New York City and came to
Houston in the 1930s to study
are best known for the
literature, art and psychology
creation of The Woodlands.
at the University of Houston,
However, Cynthia’s love of the
according to the university comarts and humanitarian issues
munication department. She met
led to many of the community,
sustainability and arts programs George Mitchell on a train ride
in 1941, and the two were maravailable today.
ried two years later.
Perhaps one of the most
In 1977, the couple created the
prominent is the Cynthia Woods
Cynthia and George Mitchell
Mitchell Pavilion, which opened
Foundation, which has distribin 1990. The Mitchells, now
uted or pledged more than $400
both deceased, had envisioned a
million to various conservaperforming arts facility for The
tion, arts and science programs
Woodlands since the commuacross the state, according to the
nity’s inception in 1974.
foundation. Some of the projects
The Mitchells were parents to
they supported included The
10 children and more than 20
Woodlands Conference, a symgrandchildren, said Roger Galaposium that addressed the issues
tas, who was a longtime friend
and colleague of the Mitchells.
of sustainable societies six times
in a 28-year period. The Mitchell
Cynthia Woods Mitchell was
Prize, a $100,000 prize awarded
devoted to her family, and her
for sustainability projects, was
interests in architecture and art
given at the conference.
influenced many of the causes
Galatas helped plan The
and projects for which she creWoodlands
them.
ated
or
supported,
Galatas
said.
Houston;Cypress Creek Air Conditioning & Heating;C05192;4.91x6.04-4c with
(14Fa-B2)

He said it was a rare opportunity to meet Cynthia Woods
Mitchell and work with her.
“She was very prominent in a
number of activities and led the
way, particularly in the arts,” he
said. “I thought of her as a
personal friend, and she was
very helpful to me along the way.
I have a great respect for her.”
Galatas said Woods Mitchell
possessed a long held view that
performing arts events in The
Woodlands would be good for
the community. While considering a golf course development,
Galatas and Dave Brown, who
was in charge of planning,
examined a piece of land that
would lend itself well to stadium
seating along the green.
Knowing Mitchell’s desire for
a strong arts community in The
Woodlands, the pair wondered
what would happen if there was
a stage instead of the green and
presented the idea to the Mitchells.
Initially, the Mitchells thought

TRUST.
IT’S MORE THAN A WORD TO US.
IT’S OUR WORD TO YOU.

Let us earn your trust today — call
Cypress Creek Air Conditioning & Heating.
RECEIVE
UP TO A

1,700 REBATE

$

*

with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® home comfort system.

OR

SPECIAL FINANCING
AVAILABLE
SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

8750 Fawn Trail, Suite A-1
The Woodlands, TX 77385
www.cypresscreekac.com
Servicing Your Area Since 1980
TACLB015758E
OFFER EXPIRES 11/28/2014.
*System rebate offers range from $300 to $1,700. See your local Lennox dealer for details.
© 2014 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.
Dealer-Trust-14Fa-4c-B2.indd 4

9/3/14 3:29 PM

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

By Christine Hall

Cynthia Woods Mitchell cuts the ribbon marking Opening Day in The Woodlands on
Oct. 19, 1974.

the Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion would be a $1 million
project, but it turned out to be
$10 million, Galatas said.
“They personally donated $5
million to the Houston
Symphony to make [the pavilion] its summer home,” he said.
Bruce Tough, chairman of The
Woodlands Township board,
said he thinks of Mitchell and
her husband as a team.
From the naming of The
Woodlands to the creation of an
arts culture to the amenities that
have evolved in the community,
the Mitchells had their hand in it
all, he said.

“All of the concepts from
the pedestrian passway to the
community living in the forest,
all passed through her or were
developed by her,” Tough said.
He said her passion for family and faith contributed to the
development of recreation areas
as well as the community being
home to many churches.
“[The Mitchells] created the
perfect master-planned community where you can live, work,
raise families — all in a closeknit area with a hometown feel,”
Tough said.
Cynthia Woods Mitchell
passed away in 2009.
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3.35% FIXED for 5 YEARS GUARANTEED
The FG Guarantee-Platinum 5 fixed deferred annuity from Fidelity & Guaranty
Life Insurance Company is being offered with an extraordinary average annual
interest rate of 3.35 percent for a
five-year period-guaranteed!

Call Us Today to Learn More!

Oak River Financial Group Inc.
281-719-5295
*Interest rates as of 9/17/2014, subject to change. FG Guaranty-Platinum 5 annuity is a single premium fixed deferred annuity issued by
Fidelity & Guaranty Life Insurance Company, Des Moines, IA. Form Numbers: FGL SPDA-MY-F (7-04); et al. Subject to state availability. Certain
restrictions may apply. Rates offered on initial purchases exceeding $10,000. When your guarantee period expires, Fidelity & Guaranty Life
Insurance Company will automatically renew your annuity for the same period at the then-current interest rate. The renewal interest rate will
never be less than the minimum guaranteed interest rate, which will be established between 1 percent and 3 percent. Surrender charges may
apply to withdrawals. Withdrawals may be taxable and subject to penalties prior to age 59 ½. Withdrawals will reduce available death benefit.
A market value adjustment may apply to withdrawals and may increase or decrease the surrender value. Minimum requirements may apply. No
bank guarantee-not FDIC/NCUA/NCUSIF insured.
When your guarantee period expires, Fidelity & Guaranty Life will automatically renew your annuity for the same period at the then-current interest rate. The renewal interest rate will never be less than the minimum guaranteed interest rate, which will be established between 1 percent
and 3 percent.
Surrender charges may apply to withdrawals. Withdrawals may be taxable and subject to penalties prior to age 59½. Withdrawals will reduce
available death benefit. A market value adjustment may apply to withdrawals and may increase or decrease the surrender value.
1 Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/rates-bonds/consumer-interest-rates/; as of 10.28.2013
Oak River Financial Group is registered with the Texas State Securities Board. All information contained herein is for informational purposes only
and does not constitute a solicitation or offer to sell securities or investment advisory services

October 24 - 26, 2014
Be a part of a fabulous three-day Working Equitation
Competition held at Haras Hacienda, a high-end horse ranch in
Magnolia, TX. Free and open to the public, the event will
feature special horse performances, exclusive vendor booths,
entertainment for children with inflatables and an obstacle
competition, a fashion show by local designer Jonathan Blake,
and a ladies hat derby sponsored by Thomas Markle.
Friday
DRESSAGE PHASE
Starts at 8 am
FASHION SHOW
by Jonathan Blake
6pm

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN -VS- SAM HOUSTON STATE

Saturday
OBSTACLES PHASE
Starts at 8 am
GALA NIGHT
with horse exhibition,
fun and music
7pm

Sunday
SPEED PHASE
Starts at 9 am
HAT DERBY
by Thomas
Markle
11 am

Come and enjoy a very special we ekend with your family.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2014
3:00 PM
Get your ticket and game day
t-shirt starting at just

$

22

Don’t miss
out on

1

$ Hot

Dogs

Call 832-667-2390 to take advantage of this exclusive offer!
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Local taxes

PROPERTY TAX
Compiled by Brian Walzel

What are property taxes?

Property taxes are local taxes on property ownership. The taxes serve as a significant
source of revenue for local governments, such as The Woodlands Township, cities of Oak
Ridge North and Shenandoah and Conroe ISD. Texas does not levy a state property tax.

How are taxes determined?

A property owner’s tax bill is based on all combined local taxes from taxing entities
within the property’s boundaries and is calculated based on each $100 of the appraised
property value.

City of Conroe	

$0.420

Conroe ISD	

$1.280

Lone Star College System	

$0.108

Magnolia ISD	

$1.389

Montgomery County	

$0.477

Montgomery County Hospital District	

$0.072

City of Oak Ridge North	

$0.482

Rayford Road MUD	

$0.580

City of Shenandoah	

$0.240

S. Montgomery County MUD	

$0.217

Tomball ISD 	

$1.360

Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1	

$0.360

The Woodlands Township	

$0.250

Harris County	

$0.629

Exemptions

Homestead Exemption

A general homestead exemption lowers taxes for homeowners. An exemption removes
part of the value of a property from taxation and lowers the homeowner’s taxable base.
For instance, if a home is worth $200,000 and qualifies for a $20,000 exemption, the
homeowner would pay taxes on the home as if it were worth $180,000. Percentage-based
exemptions are the only property tax exemptions allowed by state law.
According to the state comptroller, there are no specific qualifications for the general
homestead exemption other than the owner having an ownership interest in the property
and uses the property as the owner’s primary residence.

Veteran’s exemption

Where does the money go?

Property taxes pay for a variety of services, facilities and operations, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

65

Operation of public school districts
Public works department
Roads and street maintenance
Police and fire protection
Community maintenance services
Capital improvement projects

State law allows partial property tax exemptions for property owned by disabled
veterans and surviving spouses and children of deceased disabled veterans. The amount
of the exemption is determined based on a percentage of service-connected disability a
veteran receives.

Age 65 or older, and disabled persons exemption

Protest and appeals

Property taxpayers have the right to protest and appeal the appraised value of their
home. If a taxpayer disagree with the findings of the appraisal review board, he may
appeal the ruling to the state district court, to an independent arbitrator appointed by the
comptroller’s office or to the State Office of Administrative Hearings.

To qualify for the age 65 or older exemption, an owner must be age 65 or older and live
in the house. Those who qualify may receive exemptions from school and county taxes,
and from any other entity that approves such exemptions, such as a city or township.
A disabled person must meet the definition of disabled for the purpose of receiving
disability insurance benefits under the Federal Old-Age, Survivors and Disability
Insurance Act.
School districts are required to offer an additional $10,000 exemption on residence
homesteads to homeowners age 65 or older, or who are disabled.

Property tax process

1

2

Taxes are paid to the local property tax collector and
are due by Jan. 31.

3

The tax collector distributes the money to schools,
cities, counties and other local governments.

Local governments use the money on:
Schools, roads, hospitals, fire departments, police safety

REPAIRS • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

281-651-5484
“We Take Care of Your Air”

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
BradburyBrothers.com

$50 OFF

$59.00

REPAIRS

HEAT TUNE-UP

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY.
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS
OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 11/13/14.
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS.
EXPIRES 11/13/14.
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

OF $200 OR MORE

(REG. $89)
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Texas Renaissance Festival
Annual event celebrating 40 years of
European crafts, food and costumes

century,” Brock said. “In the festival
theme park out here, we don’t have any
lights, electronics or amplified music. But
in this masquerade ball, we have created a
whole new facility. It is air conditioned, it
has lights, amplified music, carpet and all
the food and drinks that you would like
as well.”
Festival attendants will distribute
50,000 commemorative coins to visitors
to this year’s event marking the anniversary. In addition, the festival has added 35
new food items, and has implemented a
shuttle service for preferred parking customers and disabled visitors, Brock said.
“We try to answer our customers needs,
and we try to make the festival the best we
can,” Brock said. “We have gluten free and
vegetarian items as well included in the
new food items.”

The Texas Renaissance Festival in Todd Mission is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.

Texas Renaissance Festival

Reinfaire Rd.
1774

Festival Dr.

V

isitors can take a trip back to the
16th century once again this fall
as the Texas Renaissance Festival
celebrates its 40th anniversary.
The festival has steadily grown since
opening in 1974 and now welcomes more
than 500,000 visitors every year. During
its inaugural season, the festival hosted
about 3,000 visitors, Marketing Director
Cory Brock said.
“The Renaissance Festival began in the
’70s when it was just a bunch of hippies,”
Brock said. “One of the reasons we are
so popular right now is because of the
geek movement that has come about with
popular shows like ‘The Big Bang Theory,’
‘Star Wars,’ Comic-Con coming around
and online comics coming along.”
This year will mark the debut of the
King Midas’ Masquerade ball for visitors
21 and older, along with the return of
festival staples, such as the King’s Feast,
performances, rides and games. Masquerade ball visitors are required to wear
masks or face paint.
“We wanted to create something
new that could reach outside the 16th

Photos courtesy Texas Renaissance Festival

By Jesse Mendoza

21778 FM 1774
Todd Mission • 800-458-3435
www.texrenfest.com
Hours: Fri.–Sun. 9 a.m.–8 p.m.

The festival features a variety of costumed performers and live acts.

World Affairs Council
Of Houston

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
ON WORLD EVENTS
In these challenging times, and with
so much going on in the world, it is
more important than ever to stay active
in our community and engaged with
the world. Membership in the Council
makes this easy and enjoyable. We
bring you information, friendships, and
an important connection to Houston's
international community.
JOIN US FOR THE WOODLANDS
PROGRAMS SERIES
WOODLANDS STEERING COMMITTEE
Kelli Arena | Ken Harman | Dick Jeanneret
Rob Johnson | Nester Martin | Sal Mira
Richard Pender | Paul White | Ken Winningkoff
John Bretz | Soma Somasundaram

THE WOODLANDS PROGRAM SERIES
THIS LECTURE IS FREE FOR WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL MEMBERS
AND EVERYONE FROM THE WOODLANDS AREA.

America in the Middle East
ISIS, Iran, Libya and Syria

The Way Forward for
Palestinians and Israelis

Michael Doran, The Brookings Institution

Ari Shavit, journalist

Tuesday, October 28, 2014

Monday, November 17, 2014

TIME:

LOCATION:

RESERVATIONS

Reception 6:30 p.m.
Program 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Lone Star Community Bldg
5000 Research Forest Dr
The Woodlands, TX 77381

713-522-7811
rsvp@wachouston.org
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Event Info

A 1980’s file photo of The Texas Renaissance Festival king and queen, who host a variety of events.

Festival dates

Hours

Saturdays and Sundays,
Oct. 11–Nov. 30, and
Friday, Nov. 27.

Sat.–Sun.
9 a.m.–8 p.m.

Weekend Themes

The festival has featured dozens of shows and
demonstrations since the 1980s.

Oct. 11–12 – Oktoberfest
Oct. 18–19 – 1001 Dreams
Oct. 25–26 – All Hallows Eve
Nov. 1–2 – Pirate Adventure
Nov. 8–9 – Roman Bacchanal
Nov. 15-16 – Barbarian Invasion
Nov. 22-23 – Highland Fling
Nov. 28–29 – Celtic Christmas

Cost
$13 (child), $27 (adult)
$175 (per masquerade ball couple)

Ye olde 500,000
faire 200

annual visitors

daily performances

1,000

Each evening at the main arena, actors stage a jousting match and other competitions. Texas Renaissance
Festival evenings close each night with a fireworks show.

types of food

25 400

stages

shops

French Quarter

Future site of

O F F I C E PA R K

Now Leasing
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99

Gosling Rd.
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2920

45

N

Luxury Leasing
at Affordable Rates.
Just minutes from
The Woodlands.

er A

7105-7 1 15 FM 2920
OFFICE SUITES
Spring, Tx 77379

irline

Rd

from
900-10,000 sq.ft.

PROPERTIES

Joel C. English
Ofﬁce: 713.473.7200
Cell: 281.808.1166
siterraproperties.com
joel@siterraproperties.com
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The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce reminds you to

VOTE in the November 4 election
November 4th Election Schedule

Ballot by mail applications accepted through October 24.
Election Day: November 4 from 7am until 7pm
For information on locations and time,
visit www.mctx.org/election.

November 4th General Election
EARLY VOTING DATES AND TIMES
Monday, October 20 - Friday, October 24
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday, October 25
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sunday, October 26
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Monday, October 27 - Friday, October 31

PHOTO ID NOW REQUIRED FOR VOTING IN PERSON
BE SURE TO VOTE ALL THE WAY DOWN THE BALLOT.

There are several non-partisan races to take note of in this election – if you only vote Republican or Democrat –
you will miss some that are very important to our immediate area including:

Hospital District • Conroe ISD • The Woodlands Township
Montgomery County
Elections
US REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 8
Kevin Brady (i) - R
Ken Petty - L
STATE SENATOR, DISTRICT 3
J Tyler Lindsey - L
Robert Nichols (i) - R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 3
Cecil Bell, Jr (i) - R
Larry Parr - L
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 15
Mark Keough - R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 16
Michael Hayles, Sr - D
Will Metcalf - R
Bob Townsend - L
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 16
UNEXPIRED TERM
Michael Hayles, Sr - D
Will Metcalf - R
CHIEF JUSTICE, 9TH COURT OF APPEALS
Steve McKeithen (i) - R
JUSTICE, 9TH COURT OF APPEALS, PLACE 3
Leanne Johnson (i) - R
DISTRICT JUDGE, 221ST DISTRICT COURT
Lisa Michalk (i) - R
DISTRICT JUDGE, 284TH DISTRICT COURT
Cara Wood (i) - R
DISTRICT JUDGE, 359TH DISTRICT COURT
Kathleen A Hamilton (i) - R
County Judge
Craig Doyal - R

JUDGE, COUNTY COURT AT LAW PLACE 1
Dennis Watson (i) - R
JUDGE, COUNTY COURT AT LAW PLACE 2
Claudia Laird (i) - R
JUDGE, COUNTY COURT AT LAW PLACE 3
Patrice McDonald (i) - R
JUDGE, COUNTY COURT AT LAW PLACE 4
Mary Ann Turner (i) - R
DISTRICT CLERK
Barbara Gladden Adamick (i) - R
COUNTY CLERK
Mark Turnbull (i) - R
COUNTY TREASURER
Stephanne Davis Laviolette (i) - R
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT 2
Charlie Riley - R
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT 4
Jim Clark - R
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 1
Wayne Mack - R
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 2
Grady Trey Spikes (i) - R
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 3
Edie Connelly (i) - R
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 4
James Metts (i) - R
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 5
Matt Masden (i) - R
FOR ADDITIONAL RACES ON THIS BALLOT,
VISIT OUR STATEWIDE RACES PAGE.

Montgomery County
Hospital District Election
DIRECTOR ATLARGE, POSITION 2
Kenn Fawn (i)
John Nicks
Brad Spratt
DIRECTOR, PRECINCT 3
Chris Grice
John Hennigan
DIRECTOR, PRECINCT 4
Bob Bagley (i)

Lone Star College System
Bond Election

PROPOSITION

The issuance of $485,000,000 school building bonds for the Lone Star College System comprised of Lone Star College-North Harris, Lone Star College-Kingwood, Lone Star College-Tomball, Lone Star College-Montgomery, Lone
Star College-CyFair and Lone Star College-University Park for the construction, acquisition and equipment of school
buildings in the System, school sites including instructional facilities; student services facilities; academic support
facilities; campus support facilities; traffic infrastructure; safety and security infrastructure; plant system replacements;
and technology infrastructure and the levying of the tax in payment thereof.

The Woodlands
Township Election
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, POSITION 1
Gordy Bunch (i)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, POSITION 2
Mike Bass (i)
Ron Mullins
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, POSITION 3
David Cassidy
Ryan Elkins
Jeff Long (i)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, POSITION 4
Walter Boyd
Sharon Lavery
Jim Meszaros
Ed Robb (i)

Conroe Election

Texas National Municipal Utility District (MUD) Bond Election

PROPOSITION
The legal sale of all alcoholic beverages including mixed beverages.

PROPOSITION
The issuance of bonds in the maximum amount of $16,500,000 for water, sanitary sewer, drainage
and storm sewer systems, and refunding purposes, and the levy of taxes in payment of the bonds.

CONROE ISD TRUSTEE, POSITION 1
Melanie Bush
Kim K LeJeune
CONROE ISD TRUSTEE, POSITION 2
Ray Sanders (i)

CONROE ISD TRUSTEE, POSITION 3
Carol Hamilton
Skeeter Hubert
Jason Millsaps (withdrawn)
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SPRING

Wunsche Brothers Café

Diner’s ghost stories help drive customer interest
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Original saloon built by Dell,
Charlie and William Wunsche

1923
Missouri Pacific moved Spring
railyard to Houston

1900

103 Midway
Spring • 281-350-1902
www.wuschebroscafe.com

Members of the Wunsche family included
Frank (left), Emil (center) and Otto.

1982
Property sold to current
owners after 121 years of
Wunsche family

2014
Wunsche Brothers Café and Saloon is still
the oldest building in Spring

2000

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG
www.johncooper.org

.

1902

German immigrants
Carl and Jane Wunsche
settle in Spring

1800

Wunsche Brothers Café

Ha

1846

Wunsche Brothers Cafe was built by William, Dell and Charlie Wunsche. The building
opened in 1902 and has changed hands over the years.

W

The history of Wunsche Brothers Café

like you and I. She’s real
but not real. She’s made her
presence known over the last
nine months.”
Old photos and family
portraits serve as décor in
the café that may add to the
ghostly ambience, O’Brien
said. On one occasion, even
a portrait became the main
topic of spooks happening in
the café, she said.
“All of a sudden in the
family portrait, there came
another picture—like a
picture inside a picture,”
O’Brien said. “The picture
started moving around in
the picture.”
O’Brien said the unworldly
visitors are familiar to her
now, even the young ones.
“We get the normal
shadow children,” she said.
Haunted or not, the café
has become a popular spot
over the century, attracting
guests and even celebrities,
O’Brien said. Its menu features an American cuisine,
including chicken–fried
steak and Cajun-grilled
catfish. Children age 12 and
under eat free on Mondays,
and occasionally the restaurant features live music.

Courtesy “Spring: Through the Seasons”

A

s spooky as the stories
and found him and killed them
may sound, members
both,” O’Brien said.
of the Wunsche family
But Schultz said one fact
believe ghostly tales of people
proves that story false.
from the past hanging out at
“He never married,” she said.
Wunsche Brothers Cafe may
O’Brien also said Charlie
have been conjured up to scare
never married. She speculates
its curious customers. Others,
that the woman in the story may
however, believe the famed
have been someone else’s wife.
diner is indeed haunted.
Schultz had another hunch
LuAnne Wunsche Schultz,
about the rumors of the building
chair of the Spring Historical
being haunted.
and Genealogical Museum and
“That all was marketing,” she
great niece of the late Charles
said.
“Charlie” Wunsche, said she
But O’Brien said she and othhas heard several stories of the
ers have indeed seen supernatubuilding being haunted by her
ral beings in the building, which
great uncle.
is more than 100
“It’s definitely
“My great
years old.
haunted but nothing
uncle was one
“It is haunted,”
bad. We have good
of the builders
O’Brien said.
of that build“It’s definitely
ghosts—a couple of
ing, and there
kids and their mom. haunted but
have been many
nothing bad.
Charlie is their
stories published
We have good
protectors.”
about him that
ghosts—a couple
—Kathleen O’Brien, manager
are basically all
of kids and their
untrue,” Schultz
mom. Charlie is
said.
their protector.”
Kathleen O’Brien, manager
O’Brien said a new ghost has
at the family–style restaurant,
been spotted.
which once included hotel
“Most recent is a lady in a
accommodations, shared a story
white dress,” she said. “Many
she said she heard involving
customers during lunch and
Schultz’s great uncle.
one of our other managers saw
“Charlie was upstairs with
her walking down the stairs in
somebody, and his wife came in
a white dress. She is full-bodied

Courtesy “Spring: Through the Seasons”
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for $5,995!
regular price is $9,253.

Free
exam
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Free TeeTh
WhiTening

Includes consultation,
exam & necessary x-rays

After paid cleaning, exam
& x-rays at normal fee

a savings of $199.

a savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

Good for 30 days.

Available to the first 7 patients who
contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.
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F O O D N E T W O R K S TA R

Tyler Florence

Friday, November 7, 2014
The Woodlands Waterway Hotel and Convention Center
The Woodlands, Texas

TYLER FLORENCE, TV HOST OF FOOd 911, THE gREaT FOOd TRuCk RaCE aNd TYLER’S uLTimaTE,
WiLL BE FEaTuREd aLONg WiTH ViSiTiNg auTHORS, BOOk SigNiNgS, a Vip EVENT, aNd
a SiLENT auCTiON OF a CHaiR SigNEd BY TYLER.

REgiSTER NOW aT:

SpECiaLEVENTS.jOHNCOOpER.ORg
Register online or contact the Advancement Office at 281.367.0900 x2441
Look for event updates at www.johncooper.org
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NOBEL PRIZE

Denise Hayes and Meg Garrison

Dawn and Mark Farley
Dr. Gina Garner
Heather Woodall
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Dr. Ray and Lois McClendon Clear Choice Orthodontics
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Woodwinds
Shopping Center
A spotlight on independently owned
businesses and a comprehensive
listing of businesses within Woodwinds
Shopping Center.
Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Photos by Jesse Mendoza

281 Sawdust Road

Spotlight

Spotlight

Once & Again Books
The Woodlands-area customers can
buy and sell new and used books at
Once & Again Books. The store has
been open at its location for about nine
years and has been in The Woodlands
for 11 years, Manager Lauren Flores
said.
“We are about 20 percent new books
and 80 percent used,” Flores said. “It is
primarily store credit that we offer [for
used books], but we do offer cash on
required reading school books or newly
released books.”
The store’s peak periods are when
area students are returning to school,
during the summer, and during the
Christmas holiday break, Flores said.
“We try to keep all the books that are
needed for the schools in stock,” Flores
said. “Mystery and romance are also very
popular. We also have a lot of Christian
fiction and Christian living books.”
The store also sells books online
through the Amazon, Alibris and AbeBooks websites, Flores said.

Tandoory Taco

Manager Lauren Flores and her staff buy and sell
new and used books at Once & Again Books.
385 Sawdust Road
Spring • 281-367-2116
www.onceagainbooks.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9:30 a.m.–8 p.m.,
Sun. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

Since opening in July 2013, Tandoory
Taco has made traditional Indian food
more accessible to those not familiar
with the cuisine, Catering Manager
Robert Hegwood said.
“We provide a unique type of food,”
Hegwood said. “We have got tacos on
corn tortilla, flour tortilla, [and] naan
bread. You can’t really find Indian food
to go like this anywhere else in the city.”
The kitchen staff at Tandoory Taco
hails from southern India, which ensures
an authentic experience, Hegwood said.
“We actually have Indians cooking the
food,” Hegwood said. “They are from
India, they have grown up eating this
food and they cook it to taste. So they
are actually cooking food they grew
up with—[our cooks] are from Tamil
[Nadu]—it is southern Indian cuisine.”
Hegwood said Tandoory Taco is also
expanding its catering efforts to reach
more customers in The Woodlands area.
“We are trying to make catering a little
bit more affordable,” Hegwood said. “We
try to go for businesses, but it seems that
it is families that order catering from us
for parties at home.”

Catering manager Robert Hegwood and cook Senthil Kumar are a part of the Tandoory Taco team.
407 Sawdust Road
Spring • 281-203-5020
www.tandoorytaco.com
Hours: Mon.–Wed. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Thu.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11
a.m.–9 p.m.

Additional businesses within Woodwinds Shopping Center
45

Sawdust Rd.
Budde Rd.

Beauty
Sierra Day Spa & Salon
377 Sawdust Road
281-419-0785

Dining
Bei Jing Chinese Restaurant
409 Sawdust Road
281-363-2308
www.beijinginthewoodlands.com
Casa Imperial Mexican Restaurant
387 Sawdust Road
281-298-8195
www.casa-imperial.com
JP’s Grill
399 Sawdust Road • 281-298-5462
www.jpsburgers.com
The Olive Oil Greek Restaurant
373 Sawdust Road
281-367-0114
www.theoliveoilgreekrestaurant.com

Religious
Church Project
295 Sawdust Road
281-475-9655
www.churchproject.org

Retail
Big Lots
425 Sawdust Road
281-419-7245
www.biglots.com
Factory Mattress Discount
379 Sawdust Road
832-585-0499

RDA Pro-Mart
411 Sawdust Road
281-292-8995

Services
Box It
395 Sawdust Road
281-362-1599
www.boxittw.com
Green Star Energy Homes
375 Sawdust Road
936-760-2600
www.greenstarenergyhomes.com
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
397 Sawdust Road
281-350-4574
www.jacksonhewitt.com
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NEWS

Cy-Fair ISD overcomes financial challenges to
keep up with student growth
CY-FAIR The student growth Cy-Fair
ISD has experienced over the past two
decades has resulted in the need for
numerous new schools, teachers and supplies, but it has also classified CFISD as a
“fast-growth” district by the Austin-based
Fast Growth School Coalition.
Established in 1996 in response to the
Edgewood IV school finance lawsuit, the
85 districts eligible to join the coalition
make up 80 percent of school enrollment
growth in Texas, Executive Director
Michelle Smith said.
“Every year, Texas adds 80,000 children and 80 percent of them are going
into a very small number of districts,
which are constantly building more
buildings and having to take on more
debt to do it,” she said. “The state is good
at encouraging people to come to Texas
through various business incentive programs, but it isn’t as good at supporting
people after they get here as far as local
needs are concerned with schools, libraries and parks.”

Demographic projections estimate
2,000 new students will enroll each year
in CFISD through 2020, leaving administrators responsible for the operating
costs of a fast-growth district, which had
112,946 students enrolled as of Sept. 12.
“There are challenges for a fast-growth
district in terms of developing an operating budget and in terms of construction
costs and facility needs,” CFISD Chief
Financial Officer Stuart Snow said. “Then
on the operating side, we have a need for
additional teachers and those ancillary
positions like custodians, bus drivers,
food service workers and central administration staff.”
The Fast Growth School Coalition considers districts eligible for membership
if they experienced at least 10 percent
enrollment growth in the last five years
and have a minimum of 2,500 students.
Many of the districts are also in popular suburban areas outside Dallas, Austin
and Houston, Smith said.
Full story by Marie Leonard

CY-FAIR Now open to the public,
the Richard & Meg Weekley Community Center is located in the growing
residential area of Yaupon Ranch off
Greenhouse Road. The center’s construction is a part of a larger ongoing park
project for Harris County Precinct 3.
The center, at 21,000 square feet, will
be the largest in Precinct 3 to date, said
Belinda Price, director of community
centers for the precinct. Many of the
programs and activities at the center
will be finalized as county officials get a
better idea of the demographics that are
using it.
“At our other community centers, we
have yoga, arts and crafts, educational
classes and presentations from the
county and district attorney offices as
well as health screenings,” Price said.
“We will formulate our classes and
schedules according to what we see are
the most popular groups occupying the

Shawn Arrajj

Courtesy Cy-Fair ISD

Newest community
center will be biggest
to date for Precinct 3

center. We hope to have offerings for
youths as well.”
The center will include a large
multipurpose room that can seat 500
people, classrooms, a library and a
hospitality room where people can visit
and have coffee. The facility could also
be used as an early voting location this
October.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

New plan possible for future of the Astrodome
CY-FAIR Harris County Judge Ed
Emmett presented a new plan for
the Astrodome in late August, proposing that the facility be turned
into the world’s largest indoor
park and recreation center.
“Rather than try to convert the Dome
into something it was never intended to
be, I think it is time to look back to the
original vision of Judge [Roy] Hofheinz,”
Emmett said. “That vision was to provide
a place for traditional outdoor activities
in a climate-controlled space.”
Details of the plan are still being
tweaked, but the facility could be open

to the public throughout the year when
not in use by tenants, such as the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo and the
Offshore Technology Conference. The
concept could include open green space
for festivals and community gatherings
along with a pavilion and sporting facilities like hike and bike trails.
Last November, voters in Harris
County rejected a proposal to repurpose
the Astrodome into a multipurpose special events facility, leaving the final say
of what will happen to the building with
county commissioners.
Full story by Marie Leonard
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Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Chateau Polonez

.
Rd
n
so

in
e

rl

m

Oakwood Glen Blvd.

Ai

co

Bailey’s Restaurant

er

al

Full story by Liza Winkler
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TOMBALL Bailey’s Restaurant owner
Leigh Ann Moser has strived for the past
12 years to stay true to the rich history
and family atmosphere behind her restaurant’s iconic name that spans nearly
a century in the Greater Houston area.
“I do know that the family name and
the history behind Bailey’s [Restaurant] is
a big thing,” Moser said. “There’s people
that come in here just about every day, tell
me stories and ask me all the time, ‘Are
you a Bailey?’ The history of [Bailey’s], the
home cooking, friendly atmosphere and
people being treated like our family has a
lot to do with [its popularity].”
From the ’30s to the ’80s, four brothers
from the Bailey family owned and operated as many as 10 namesake Southernstyle restaurants throughout North
Houston. After the locations closed, Gayle
Bailey, a daughter of one of the founding
brothers, continued the family’s legacy in
August 1999 by opening Bailey’s Restaurant with her brother in Spring.
Gayle Bailey, who was taking time away
from the restaurant to work as a real estate

agent, stumbled upon Moser at a local
business in Spring 12 years ago. Moser
had more than 13 years of experience in
the food industry, but was searching for a
job in another field.
“When I quit [working at] Outback
Steakhouse, I was trying to get out of the
restaurant business, but we came upon
[Bailey’s] and I just think it was meant to
be,” she said.
Moser decided to take ownership of the
restaurant in May 2002.

ue

12612 Malcomson Road
Houston • 281-655-5656
www.chateaupolonez.com
Hours: Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Bailey’s Restaurant

St

Louetta Rd.
N Eldridge Pkwy.

CY-FAIR Tucked away behind the
cover of trees, the stately wedding
and event venue Chateau Polonez is
almost completely hidden from drivers
passing by on Malcomson Road. But
that secluded atmosphere was exactly
the intention when the building was
designed, co-owner Kasia Tran said.
“We wanted to create a space that felt
private, like a hidden secret,” she said.
Today, the business is run by Tran and
her sister Basia Gurtowski, but it was
founded by their mother in 2005. After
running her own floral and catering
business for years, she decided to follow
her dreams of building a venue from the
ground up.
“She had the vision,” Tran said. “She
was very hands-on with the interior
design.”
The venue itself is described by Tran
as a European-influenced chateau with
modern aspects. Chateau Polonez can be
used for any kind of big event, including
corporate events and parties, but is most
often used for weddings, Gurtowski said.

Chateau Polonez differs from similar
venues in that Tran and Gurtowski have
committed to only host one event per
day, she said.
“We don’t want to have multiple
events going on where we’re assigning
people to ballroom A or B or anything
like that,” Gurtowski said. “We want
our guests to feel like they are the only
focus on their day.”
The staff at Chateau Polonez also
strives to create a more personal feeling
by customizing every event in distinct
ways based on preferences and interests.
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Chateau Polonez
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17032 Stuebner Airline Road
Spring • 281-655-5569
Hours: Tue.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.,
Closed Mondays
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HOW PROPOSITION 1 WORKS

Continued from | 1

How Houston benefits
According to a report by Texas
Infrastructure Now, a nonprofit
organization that promotes investment in transportation funding,
TxDOT is projected to spend
$464.6 million on road construction projects in the Houston
district in fiscal year 2016. That
amount represents a $386.4 million decline in the six-year average
in funding for the district.
Texas Infrastructure Now estimates the Houston district could
receive an additional $221.5 million
in funding if Proposition 1 passes.
Clark said the additional funds
would do a great deal of good.
“That is very significant, and it
would help us with lots of road
projects that need to be done,”
Clark said. “It can help with new
roads that need to be constructed
or interchanges that need to be
constructed or reconstructed. We
have lots of old infrastructure that
needs replacement.”
Clark said the Houston region
will not identify any potential
projects that could be funded by

CURRENT REVENUE
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION WITH
PROPOSITION 1

SEVERANCE TAX REVENUE

SEVERANCE TAX REVENUE
If approved, Proposition 1
would divide the severance
tax revenue previously
allocated for the RDF
equally between the RDF
and the SHF. The remaining
25 percent would still be
used to fund the public
education system.

75%

Severance tax revenue is generated from a production tax paid
to the state by all oil and gas companies in Texas.

25%

the proposition is not going to be
enough to sustain so we also need
to find other funding options.”
TxDOT estimates its unmet
annual transportation needs are
$5 billion, which includes $1 billion for recurring maintenance,
$3 billion for mobility projects
and $1 billion for repairs related
to increased energy sector activity.
“The estimated annual shortfall
of $5 billion is a safe line used to
project what Texas needs to stay
minimally competitive with other
states and basically maintain the
current state of transportation in
the state,” French said. “We all say
$5 billion very cautiously, but in
my mind it is at least that much
that is needed each year.”

If passed, Proposition 1 would amend the Texas Constitution to
allow for the diversion of a percentage of revenue raised from the
state’s oil and gas taxes to flow into the State Highway Fund. It is
estimated to provide $1.7 billion in the first year alone.

RAINY
DAY
FUND

GENERAL
REVENUE
FUND

As it stands, 75 percent of
severance tax revenue fill
the coffers of the state’s
Economic Stabilization Fund,
also known as the Rainy
Day Fund. The RDF allows
Texas to set aside excess
revenue for use in times of
unexpected revenue shortfall.

The remaining 25 percent
of severance tax revenue
goes to the general fund for
the purposes of funding the
public education system.

Proposition 1 money until after
it has received voter approval. In
the next couple of months, the
H-GAC will begin having conversations with local governments
and transportation agencies to
determine what needs the region
has and what projects could benefit most from the additional funding. Assuming voters approve the
proposition, Clark said he anticipates being able to make financial
commitments to specific projects
around March 2015.
“We obviously have a lot of needs,
and we want to make sure that we
have identified the best places to
put that additional funding if it
becomes available,” Clark said.
One road project Clark said
there is no funding for, but could
be funded through Proposition
1, is the improvements to the
entirety of FM 2920. Other modes

How we got here
Transportation funding in
Texas is generated primarily by
motor fuel tax and vehicle registration fee revenue, among other

10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380
(281) 298-2700 Office | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

75%

GENERAL
REVENUE
FUND

RAINY
DAY
FUND

The added revenue to
the SHF via Proposition 1
would come without raising
taxes and can only be used
for new construction and
maintenance of the state
highway system. The funds
cannot be used to build
toll roads. The proposition
also requires TxDOT to
identify $100 million of
administrative savings to
begin paying down its debt.

of transportation throughout the
Greater Houston area could also
be explored, such as a more efficient bus and rail system.
“A road like [FM] 2920 is
exactly the kind of project that
Proposition 1 could help and
is one of those roads that is out
there that needs to move forward and we need to be able to
do it,” Clark said. “Those are the
kinds of things we would like to
see advanced. We also need to
work on not only increasing the
capacity of the system, but using
it smarter and making sure we are
focused on moving people, and
not just on moving cars.”

• Independent Investment Management designed
to protect and grow your wealth
• Located in The Woodlands

25%

PRESET THRESHOLD
37.5%

37.5%

STATE
HIGHWAY
FUND

RAINY
DAY
FUND

sources. With soaring construction costs and traffic congestion,
along with more fuel-efficient
vehicles, most of the state’s transportation revenue sources have
remained steady since the early
1990s and have not kept pace
with mounting transportation
demands, Clark said.
The motor fuel tax rate has not
been adjusted or increased since
1991 and it was never indexed for
inflation, so the increase in fuelefficient, hybrid and electric cars
is resulting in lost revenue tied to
the gas tax that is not being captured, Clark said.
According to a 2007 study commissioned by TxDOT entitled
“Accounting for Fuel Efficiency in
Texas Fuel Tax Revenue Estimations,” the department could lose
out on $86 billion in fuel tax collections because of assumed increases

For the SHF to receive
funding under Proposition
1, severance tax revenue
must amount to more than
$1.3 billion annually and the
balance of the RDF would
need to be at or above a
preset threshold, which the
Legislature will determine.
If the balance is below the
threshold, SHF allocations
would be reduced or
withheld until a sufficient
balance in the RDF is met.

in the fuel efficiency of vehicles
between 2007 and 2031. To overcome that deficit, TxDOT would
need to raise the state’s portion of
the fuel tax 665 percent from 38.4
cents to $1.53 per gallon of gas.
“People like the gas tax because
it has been around for so long
and is user-based, but it is kind
of a dinosaur funding technique,”
French said. “We need to either do
something with it or switch to a
very different mainstream source
of funding for transportation.”
State Sen. Brandon Creighton,
R–Conroe, said the population
boom the state and Montgomery
County have experienced in recent
years has added to traffic congestion, and that road construction
projects have failed to keep up.
“We are adding 1,300 people
per day to our Texas roads, and to
our population count, and that’s

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

Proposition 1
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The State Highway Fund receives a majority of its funding from motor vehicle registration fees and motor fuel
tax revenue. Even with the passage of Proposition 1, TxDOT estimates a shortfall of $3.3 billion annually just to
maintain current transportation levels.

OTHER ROAD FUNDING OPTIONS
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INDEXING OR INCREASING MOTOR FUEL TAX

If current fuel tax was indexed to the Consumer Price Index, each
increase of 1% could add almost $20 million a year to the
SHF. A 1 cent increase could generate about $100 million
annually in revenue. Additional gains, however, will be tempered by
higher fuel efficiency.

Each increase of $10 in motor vehicle registration fees
could yield almost $210 million annually statewide
in additional revenue.

$5.8 MILLION
PER LANE MILE

FREEWAY
INTERCHANGE

Sources: Texas Transportation Institute, TxDOT

According to a 2007
study, TxDOT could
lose out on $86 billion
in fuel tax collections
because of increases
in fuel efficiency. To
overcome that deficit,
TxDOT would need to
raise the state’s portion of the fuel tax 665
percent from 20 cents
to $1.53 per gallon.
a tremendous impact on local
infrastructure,” Creighton said. “In
Montgomery County alone, over
the past 15 years, we have 400 percent more cars, and have built less
than 3 percent of new roads.”

To try and keep up with transportation needs, the state has relied
on debt and one-time funding
sources for more than a decade to
pay for construction and maintenance. Texas voters approved bond
debt issuance for road infrastructure in 2001, 2003 and 2007 totaling $17.9 billion, said Scott Haywood, spokesman for Move Texas
Forward, an organization created
by former TxDOT commissioners
dedicated to lobbying for increased
funding for Texas roads.
Stagnating revenue sources
and mounting debt has left
the state with a cash-strapped
department, he said.
“As of 2015 TxDOT is maxed out
on its debt and can no longer use
debt to pay for projects,” French
said. “TxDOT cannot borrow any
more money so it has to find a different way to fund transportation.

There’s no more money, it is not
available; it is gone as of 2015.”
Alternative funding sources
Even with the passage of Proposition 1 adding a projected $1.7
billion to the SHF, funding still
falls short of the projected need,
which is why alternative funding
sources need to continue to be
explored, French said.
French said the Legislature
could explore increasing vehicle registration fees both at the
state and county level as well as
increasing or indexing the motor
fuel tax to have it mirror the cost
of inflation. Both options, however, require an increase in fees
that could create a contentious
political climate that will be challenging to work against.
“Do you go back and properly
index or increase the motor fuel

tax—which is going to be a heck
of a political fight—or do you look
at raising vehicle registration fees,”
French said. “I would think you
need a little bit of everything, which
is why TAG is looking at more local
funding options because we just do
not feel like the political climate is
where it needs to be for an increase
on any of those fronts.”
Other options include diverting new vehicle sales tax revenue
from the general fund to the SHF,
which could generate about $3
billion annually, or replacing the
current per gallon fuel tax with
a Vehicle Miles Traveled system
that would accurately reflect road
usage and could compensate for
future fuel efficiency, she said.
“Making some difficult choices
about transportation—even if the
voters approve Proposition 1—
will still be in our future,” Clark

$250 MILLION
said. “But Prop. 1 is a huge first
step and will really be tremendously beneficial and very immediate in terms of its impact. If it
does not pass, then some kind of
increase will be the only option
we can consider.”
Additional reporting by Brett
Thorne

Take the poll online at
impactnews.com/wdl-poll

If Proposition 1 is approved, what other
avenues should the state explore to make up
for the funding shortfall?
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and affordable tuition to complete your undergraduate or
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.
Lone Star College - University Center • 3232 College Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Source: Texas Transportation Institute
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INSIDE THE Lone Star College System 2014 BOND
Student Enrollment

LSCS bond
Continued from | 1

that would be paid for over time
through property tax revenue,
LSCS said the bonds would not
have an effect on the college system’s property tax rate if approved
by voters.
Ray Laughter, LSCS vice chancellor for external affairs, said the
system can avoid raising property
taxes because of its history of paying off bonds before they mature,
LSCS’ AAA bond rating and the
size of its service area.
“If [school districts] have a
bond election for $485 million,
they’re only relying on the tax base
of that school district,” Laughter

Bond Breakdown

90,000

TOTAL BOND

The Lone Star College System is
seeking voter approval Nov. 4 for
a $485 million bond package. If
passed, bond funding will support
new construction and improvements
at all six LSCS campuses to
accommodate a surge in the student
population. From fall 2007 to fall
2014, the system added more than
33,000 credit students, increasing
enrollment by 68 percent.

80,000

70,000

0
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said. “We have 11 school districts
in our tax base, so we’re spreading
it out over a very large area.”
LSCS approved a 6.8 percent
decrease in the property tax rate
Sept. 4 from 11.6 cents per $100
valuation last year to 10.81 cents.
Although LSCS officials claim
the bond will not lead to property
tax rate increases, some groups
are still unsure of the effect the
bond referendum could have on
the service area.
“We want to determine if there’s
a need for more buildings, and if
the evidence is there, then this
would be a bond that we would
support,” said Julie Turner, president of the Texas Patriots PAC.
The political action committee

JOIN US! HARMONY IS A

2012

2013

MILLION

2014

did not support the system’s 2013
bond election because the group
said enrollment growth did not justify the need for so much new construction, Turner said. The Texas
Patriots PAC is located in Montgomery County where 77 percent
of voters voted against the bond.
Turner said the Texas Patriots

“The return on
investment voters
will see is that our
students typically live,
work and play here.”
— Austin Lane, LSC—Montgomery
President

$485

New construction $351.1M
Facility upgrades $50.1M
Growth contingency $25M
Technology $23.3M
Program management
$13.3M
Property acquisitions $12.2M

PAC is still deciding whether to
support the bond, but she would
like to see the college system consider alternatives to constructing
new facilities like emphasizing
more online instruction.
Laughter said as many as 30,000
students are already enrolled in
online courses, but the classes are
not an alternative to the growth.
“Even though some people will
say, ‘That’s the wave of the future;
that’s where we’re headed,’ we’re
not seeing that,” Laughter said.
“Students still want to come to
campus because of the way they
learn, because of the social nature
of a college student [and] because
of the resources they use there.”
Should the bond fail, Head and

Laughter said capping enrollment
is a likely possibility.
“[Capping enrollment] is just
not good business,” Head said.
“These students, where are they
going to go? What are they going
to do? We want them to have an
education and go to work.”
Growing workforce programs
The most significant change
from the 2013 bond is the emphasis
on workforce programs. The estimated cost for advanced technology centers in the bond total $97.5
million, or about one-third the cost
of all new construction systemwide.
New centers planned in the bond
package could help meet the growing need for workers in the oil, gas

·
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A premier master-planned community by The Johnson

Development Corp., Harmony offers everything for today’s
active families: beautiful homes from award-winning
builders, a new aquatics complex with resort-style pool,
shady parks and playgrounds, outstanding schools and a

full-time Lifestyle Director. Plus, the community is just minutes
from world-class shopping, dining and entertainment.
This is where is all comes together...living in Harmony.

New Homes from the $200s-$500s
Our family of builders: Ashton Woods · Darling Homes
Highland Homes · Perry Homes · Village Builders · Westin Homes

Come out November 8th to see Harmony
with fun entertainment and activities!

light up

HARMONY-TX.COM
Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 9/14
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$351.1
MILLION

GROUNDBREAKING: OCT. 15

NEW MAGNOLIA
CENTER*

OPENING DATE: JANUARY 2016

LOCATION IS YET TO BE ANNOUNCED

NEW CREEKSIDE CENTER*

Technology centers $97.5M
Health Science buildings $55.1M
Academic buildings $54.4M
Student services buildings $46.9M
Satellite centers $44.9M
Traffic improvements $24.1M
Instructional arts building* $23.7M
Center plant expansions $4.5M

Creekside Forest Dr.

W. New Harmony Trail

*At LSC–University Park only

Kuykendahl Rd.

NEW
CONSTRUCTION

New centers

1486
Location Area

1774
* Not included in the 2014 bond package

and computer technology industries, LSCS officials said.
“Consider that two-thirds of
the health care workers train here
at community colleges,” Laughter
said. “When people think about the
community college and if it weren’t
here, how would it impact their
lives? We just would [not] have the
kind of skilled workers we have at
all the occupations that we rely on.”
Partnerships are developing
across the community between
Lone Star College and corporations, like Baker Hughes, that are
in need of skilled workers.
“The oil and gas industry is
constantly and rapidly changing,” Baker Hughes CEO Martin
Craighead said. “There is a constant state of learning that needs
to take place.”
LSC–Montgomery
If voters approve the LSCS bond
in November, several new additions
and improvements are planned for
LSC–Montgomery. Among those
are a new 60,000-square-foot student services building, renovations
in 90,000 square feet of the campus, improved campus security
features, upgraded technology and
460 additional parking spaces.
“A student services center provides registration, advising, admission, counseling—kind of a onestop-shop that helps you retain

students and [helps] students be
more successful and complete
their degrees,” LSC–Montgomery
President Austin Lane said.
Since 2009, enrollment at LSC–
Montgomery has increased by
about 4 percent per year, with student enrollment this year topping
out at nearly 14,000, Lane said.
“The return on investment voters will see are that our students
typically live, work and play here,”
he said. “They will be our next fireman, policeman and nurses. They
will carry the torch. We want to be
able to provide the means for them
to do that.”
New centers
Two new LSCS centers—one at
Creekside and a Magnolia satellite location—are planned for construction in the near future. The
Creekside Center was originally
part of the $500 million bond that
failed to receive voter approval in
May 2013 and will not be included
in this year’s bond package.
The Creekside Center will be
funded through revenue bonds
from the system’s operating budget, Head said.
Enrollment at the estimated
85,000-square-foot, 15-acre center
is anticipated to reach 3,500 students and offer specialized workforce training for high-demand
jobs, said Lee Ann Nutt, acting

LSC–Montgomery Campus improvements
CAMPUS PROJECTS
1 New 60,000-square-foot student
services building
2 460 additional parking spaces
3 Widened, improved entry drives
90,000 square feet of renovations to
existing facilities
Campus safety and security upgrades
1

Technology infrastructure upgrades

OFF-SITE PROJECTS
New 65,000-square-foot Magnolia
satellite center with 650 parking spaces

3

president of the Tomball campus.
“It’s going to be a great center
because of its location,” said Ronnie Pickard, executive director of
college relations at LSC–Tomball.
“We will focus our efforts on petroleum engineering that will cater to
the new ExxonMobil center.”
At a yet to be determined location, early planning is underway
for a 65,000-square-foot Magnolia satellite center. Funding for
the Magnolia Center hinges on
the passage of the bond, and the
location will likely be managed

by LSC–Montgomery through a
quasi-partnership with the Tomball campus, Pickard said.
“[The Magnolia Center] really
creates a unique opportunity for
students at large,” Pickard said.
“Being [that] Magnolia is where
it’s located, the proximity of [taking additional classes in] Tomball
or Montgomery is a perfect-world
scenario for them.”

The Chambers of Magnolia
Legislative Alliance is hosting
a public forum to discuss the
upcoming LSCS bond election
and the proposed Magnolia
satellite center. Several LSCS staff
members are on-site to present
the details of the bond and answer
questions. 6:30 p.m. Free. Bear
Branch Elementary, 8909 FM
1488, Magnolia.

Comment at impactnews.com

TEXAS EDITION 4DR
Equipped No
Stripped t

PRO GRADE PROTECTION

GMC. THE OFFICIAL VEHICLE OF THE NFL.

12,000

Lone Star College
System bond
discussion

Tell us what you think.

KICK OFF EVENT

$

Oct. 15

NEW 2014 GMC

YUKON

SAVINGS
OFF MSRP

2

2

15,000-square-foot expansion of Lone
Star College-Conroe Center

NEW 2014 GMC
Equipped Not
Stripped

Existing buildings
Parking and roadways
New projects proposed
in 2014 bond election

SAVINGS INCLUDE:
$5000 FACTORY
REBATE, $7000
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

HUGE
Color
Selection

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

26,977

$

SALE PRICE
$31,977 LESS
$5000 FACTORY
REBATE

N LOOP 336
WILSON RD.
105

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL APRIL 2015 1

$

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM

Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. 1)72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. 0% APR w/Approved Credit. Financed thru Ally Finance.
Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred ‘til April 2015. Buick and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors.
WIES_14127.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACTsept.indd 1

WEISNER OF CONROE
9/24/2014 7:01:33 AM

78

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

REAL ESTATE

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD
Carlton Woods

Carlton Woods is a gated community in
two separate locations in The Woodlands.
The community features a Jack Nicklaus
Signature golf course and the private
Club at Carlton Woods that includes a
53,000-square-foot clubhouse. Other
features include the Tom Fazio Championship
golf course and clubhouse in Carlton Woods
Creekside. Homes and homesites are
available in both the 827-acre Carlton Woods
Neighborhood in the Village of Sterling Ridge
and 500-acre Carlton Woods Creekside
neighborhood in the Village of Creekside
Park.

Square footage: 4,338–30,717
Home values: $700,000–$7.5 million
Amenities: Private golf courses and club house,
hike and bike trails, gated access
Schools: Coulson Tough Elementary School,
McCullough Junior High School, The Woodlands
High School

77384

The Woodlands Township

23 Glensheen Way, $2.7 million, 5–6 Bedrooms/ 5 Full & 4 Half Baths, 7,971 sq.ft.
Agent: Diane Kink, Keller Williams Realty, 281364-1588

77385
45

77380

23 Legato Way, $2.6 million, 5 Bedroom/ 4 Full
& 4 Half Baths, 7.261 sq.ft., Agent: Christopher
Grande, Grand Realty, 281-431-3366

67 N. Gary Glen Circle, $2 million, 5 Bedroom/
5 Full & 2 Half Baths, 7,323 sq.ft.
Agent: John Prell, Creekview Realty,281-444-7071

0.2940

Montgomery County
Montgomery County Hospital
Lone Star College
Montgomery County MUD No. 46
Conroe ISD
Total (per $100 value)

77382

77389

18 Damask Rose Way, $3.8 million,
6–7 Bedroom/ 6 Full & 3 Half Baths,9,350
sq.ft.,Agent: Aaron Harris,RE/MAX Carlton
Woods,281-367-7000

Property taxes (in dollars):

1488

77381

Recent listings

77386

0.4838
0.0727
0.1160
0.2400
1.2850
$2.4915

Median
home value

Market Data provided by
Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Median price
per square foot

$2.4 million

Median annual
property taxes

$338.8

$46,250

Homes on
the market*

Homes under
contract*

27

1

Average days
on the market*

135

*As of Aug. 29, 2014

Market Data
On the market (September 2014)

Median price of homes sold

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market
Price Range
$149,999 or less

Price

77380

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389
$550,000

4/57

2/12

—

1/56

11/41

13/17

8/41
$500,000

$150,000–$199,999

8/48

5/21

—

—

13/51

45/39

6/15
$450,000

$200,000–$299,999

14/51

25/49

25/40

16/57

39/50

72/49

54/52
$400,000

$300,000–$399,999

7/42

19/49

40/47

34/61

22/79

58/76

71/62
$350,000

$400,000–$499,999

4/60

23/41

23/45

17/35

9/97

25/93

51/64
$300,000

$500,000–$599,999

2/61

26/49

11/57

6/53

—

14/54

31/65
$250,000

$600,000–$799,999

7/62

7/74

21/70

10/83

1/5

26/66

56/90
$200,000

$800,000–$999,999

4/305

—

14/181

2/236

—

24/112

27/93
$150,000

$1 million +

17/152

19/115

47/118

—

2/5

10/128

39/140
$100,000
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For more information on these listings call:

HALEY GARCIA
Broker Associate
281.701.6174
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September 2013 vs. September 2014
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Looking for

Coupons?
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local
and regional coupons
Just click and print

