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Jackie Brunk

The Woodlands Township, The Woodlands
Road Utility District No. 1 and Montgomery County Precinct 3 have joined forces to
pay for more than $19 million in short-term
road improvements to help ease traffic flow
in some of the most congested areas in The
Woodlands. The three groups reached the
agreement in December.
The projects include lane improvements at
37 intersections, improved traffic signal synchronization at 39 intersections and two new
grade separations—which can be either an
overpass or underpass. The grade separations
will be at Research Forest Drive and Grogan’s
Mill Road, and at Lake Woodlands Drive and
Grogan’s Mill Road.
“The public wants to know a plan is in
place,” Precinct 3 Commissioner James
Noack said. “For the short-term improvements, the best way to do that is to evaluate
the intersections and make improvements
with the money we had on hand and work
with other government entities.”
The projects will be paid for by the three
entities with existing money and will require
no bond election, no additional debt and no
tax increase, he said. Noack said the agreement among the three entities is the first of
its kind in Montgomery County.
Robert Heineman, spokesman for the
RUD, said once the engineering and bid processes are finalized, construction could begin

8 Impacts

Mama Mia Italiana’s
The Goose’s Acre

Grogan’s Mill Road and Lake Robbins Drive is one of several intersections set to receive a new turn lane.

34 Calendar

by the end of the year on the lane improvements and signal re-timing, which Noack
said could be completed in 18 to 24 months.
Traffic solutions
When Noack was elected in 2012, he said
one of his goals was to initiate a mobility

study that identified areas of need throughout south Montgomery County. Those efforts
began in earnest last year with the creation
of the South Montgomery County Mobility
Study, a combined effort between Precinct 3,
Oak Ridge North, The Woodlands Township,
See Mobility | 52
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South county communities make plans for 2014
By Matt Stephens

New high-rise buildings and
development changed the face
of south Montgomery County
in 2013. With population and
development growth showing
no signs of slowing down, The
Woodlands, Oak Ridge North
and Shenandoah are making
plans to account for escalating
populations while gearing up for
more potential economic prosperity.

The next year will see the
completion of the South Montgomery County Mobility Study,
a partnership between south
county communities and the
Houston-Galveston Area Council that will prioritize projects
in the region to receive federal
mobility funding. While the
region collectively experiences a
high number of transportation
challenges, each community has
its own challenges and projects

on the horizon.
“We want to maintain the best
infrastructure, and we’re committed to doing that,” Woodlands Township Chairman Bruce
Tough said. “The board has
allocated capital reserve money,
transportation reserve money,
economic development reserve
money. We’re always looking and
planning for the next big project
for The Woodlands.”

The Woodlands Township
In addition to the ongoing
mobility study, The Woodlands
and H-GAC should receive
results from a separate transit
study in 2014 that will examine
the efficiency of the township’s
park and ride system, trolleys and
Waterway Cruisers, while evaluating solutions, such as an overhead rail or an expanded transit
system with a transit center.
See Commumity plans | 54
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Introducing the Only Outpatient
Wound Care Clinic in The Woodlands.
If you or a loved one is suffering from a chronic wound or ulcer that

Our advanced treatments include:

hasn’t healed in weeks, it’s time to turn to St. Luke’s The Woodlands

n Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy

Hospital Wound Care Clinic.

n Wound Debridement
n Skin Substitutes
n Negative Pressure Wound Dressings

The Wound Care Clinic’s Medical Director,
Caroline E. Fife, MD, is a distinguished
Certified Wound Specialist who is board-

To schedule an appointment or for more information,

certified in Undersea and Hyberbaric

please call 936-266-2150 or email woundcare@sleh.com.1

Medicine. Under her supervision, you can

1

Physician referrals are not required to make an appointment.

expect to receive comprehensive and
coordinated care right in your neighborhood.

StLukesWoodlands.com

St. Luke’s Hyperbaric
Oxygen Chamber,
shown here, is used
to aid in the process
of healing diseased
or damaged tissues.

S t . L u k e ’s The Wood la nd s Hosp it a l Wound C are C lin ic
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Know why
Craig Doyal
should be our
next County Judge?
Because he believes what YOU believe.
Government officials must be
accountable to the people they represent
County business should be
conducted openly and transparently
Long-term planning and responsible
development for economic growth
Government waste and duplicated
services must be eliminated
The county budget should be
managed like a business
The county must not spend
what it doesn’t have

www.CraigDoyal.com

Early voting is February 18–28.
The Republican Primary is Tuesday, March 4.
pd pol ad Craig Doyal Campaign, Amy Love Doyal, Treasurer
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Last year was an
incredible year of growth
and change in south
Montgomery County
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new Energy Corridor
of Houston. The Grand
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easy access to (and from)
The Woodlands.
The number of
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exploding and business is booming.
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Prosperity also brings challenges.
A recent drive from my office, in Shenandoah, to an
appointment I had in Sterling Ridge, took me 45 minutes using Research Forest Drive (a trip that normally

takes 15 minutes). Congested traffic is the No. 1 concern
for most people in The Woodlands.
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2014 and beyond at critical issues that are important to
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community feedback
Take the poll
In this month’s edition of Community Impact Newspaper, we
report on more than $19 million in lane and traffic signal improvements, as well as two grade separations that will soon be
implemented throughout The Woodlands.

What is the best way to reduce traffic
congestion throughout The Woodlands?

last month’s Poll results
Would you support a bond election for
new road construction?
Maybe, depending on the roads under construction

34.3%
Yes

Extend turning lanes at intersections

32%

Add turn lanes at intersections
Widen major roadways

No

24%

Build more overpasses
Improve traffic signal timing

Maybe, depending on the potential tax increase

6.7%

Other
Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
©2013 JG Media, All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any portion
of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of
Community Impact Newspaper.

Other

3%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected Dec. 12, 2013–Jan. 3, 2014
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Did you
know?

Texas Children’s Hospital
treats more than 120,000
patients annually in our
two dedicated pediatric
emergency centers.

Join Ambassadors today.
Become an Ambassador for Texas Children’s Hospital and
be a voice for sick and injured children in our community and beyond.
Memberships begin at $250. To learn more call
832-824-6900 or visit ambassadors.texaschildrens.org.
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3 Bennigans opened in late December at
18450 I-45 S. in Shenandoah. The newlook restaurant chain offers a wide array
of lunch and dinner options, including
burgers, sandwiches, salads, soups and
entrees, as well as appetizers, desserts and
beverages. 936-207-4187.
www.bennigans.com
4 Once Upon a Child has opened at
17937 I-45 S., Ste. 141 in the Sam Moon
Shopping Center. The re-sale store pays
cash for gently used children’s clothes, toys

and equipment. Once Upon a Child sells
children’s goods at up to 70 percent off of
retail price. 936-273-9165.
www.onceuponachild.com
5 Serving authentic New York-style
pizzas, RC’s Pizza has opened at 501
Sawdust Road, Ste. I. RC’s Pizza offers
10 signature pizzas, appetizers, salads,
calzones and strombolis with fresh
ingredients. The restaurant also offers
catering. 281-298-4663.
www.rcnycpizza.com

WHERE SERVICE IS AN

everyday affair

NEW, OLD, ANTIQUE, ORIENTALS, CONTEMPORARY,RUNNERS, TRIBAL, NEEDLEPOINTS & SAVONNERIES
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1 Hyatt Place Hotel opened Jan. 14
at 1909 Research Forest Drive in The
Woodlands. The hotel features 146 hotel
rooms and 6,000 square feet of meeting
room space, as well as a heated, outdoor
pool and a 24/7 kitchen. The hotel offers
various room sizes, Wi-Fi Internet access,
Starbucks coffee, full free breakfast and
other menu items. 281-298-4600.
www.hyatt.com

2 Wild Stallion Vineyards opened its
events center in October at 5959 West
Rayford Road in Spring. On 3 acres, the
4,500-square-foot event center has a fully
equipped commercial kitchen and large
patio. The business can accommodate
weddings, receptions, baby showers and
other events. Owners Karen and Larry
Cress will begin serving their own wine,
a Bois du Blanc, in March, and will host
wine tastings, specializing in Texas-grown
grapes. 281-900-3731.
www.wildstallionvineyards.com

ra
W. B

Now Open

N

2281-364-9799
w
www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com
330340 FM 2978, Ste 800
TTerramont Village Shopping Center at Woodlands Parkway

Expert cleaning
and repair
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9 MolecularHealth opened a corporate
office and sequencing laboratory at 2700
Technology Forest Blvd., Ste. 125 in The
Woodlands in early January. The health
care company provides analytics platforms
and technology that generates safer and
targeted treatment options for cancer
patients and doctors. 832-299-3000.
www.molecularhealth.com
10 The Apollo Hospital System opened the
Emil J Freireich Cancer Center at 9201
Pinecroft Drive on Dec. 30. The boutique
hospital specializes in the treatment of
cancer patients and oncology related
services, including hemotherapy, bioimmunotherapy, 24-hour infusion therapy
and radiation therapy, as well as imaging,
laboratory and on-site pharmacy services.
832-246-8000. www.apollohospital.com

Coming Soon
11 Super Yummy Mongolian Stir Fry,
off of Sawdust Road in The Woodlands,

13 Hanna Business Park Section II
broke ground in late November. On a
5.6-acre tract south of the intersection of
Robinson Road and Hanna Road in Oak
Ridge North, the mixed-use development
features four 24,000-square-foot buildings
and one 9,000-square-foot building. The
complex offers a mix of retail, office and
warehouse space, and the first building
could open as early as March.
281-367-5549. www.ghrs.com
14 The second south Montgomery County
location of Raising Cane’s Chicken
Fingers is scheduled for an April 2
opening at 520 Rayford Road in Spring.
Raising Cane’s menu offers meals with
their famous chicken fingers, crinkle-cut
fries, coleslaw and Cane’s sauce, as well as
chicken sandwiches and beverages, such as
fresh brewed iced tea and lemonade.
www.raisingcanes.com
15 Cantex Continuing Care Network
continues work on Broadmoor at
Creekside Park, a 112-bed, 60,000-squarefoot short-term rehabilitation facility at
5665 Creekside Forest Drive. Planned
to open in late February or early March,
the facility will accommodate patients
recovering from a variety of ailments, and

16 Memorial Hermann has broken
ground on a parking garage and medical
office building at Pinecroft Drive and
Medical Plaza Drive. The first phase—a
700-car parking garage—should be
completed by late April, while the second
phase—a 102,000-square-foot, fourstory office building—is scheduled for
completion in May or June.
www.memorialhermann.org

2
Wild Stallion Vineyards opened its events center
in October, capable of hosting a variety of events.

Relocation
17 Sweet and Sassy has relocated from
Market Street in The Woodlands to the
Sam Moon Shopping Center at 17943
I-45 N. Sweet and Sassy is a salon and spa
offering haircuts, makeovers, activities and
parties for kids of all ages. The store offers
nine party themes, including rides in a
pink limousine. 281-292-9090.
www.sweetandsassy.com
18 Woodlands Family Chiropractic and
owner Kevin Keyes relocated to a new
6,000-square-foot space at 17450 St. Luke’s
Way, Ste. 180 in October. The business
offers massage therapy, chiropractic
care, nutritional counseling and stress
management. The relocation allows the
business to provide 8 Weeks to Wellness,
a national health program they will begin
offering in February. 936-447-9484.
www.drkevinkeyes.com

3
A Bennigan’s restaurant opened in Shenandoah in
December.

13
Oak Ridge North and GHRS officials broke ground
on Hanna Business Park Section II in November.

Anniversary
19 Advanced Rheumatology of Houston
is celebrating its first year of operating in
The Woodlands. Located at 6707 Sterling
Ridge Drive, Ste. C, Dr. Tamar Brionez
specializes in the diagnosis and treatment
of autoimmune diseases such as Lupus and
Rheumatoid Arthritis, as well as all other
forms of joint and muscle pain.
281-766-7886. www.advancedrheum.com

16
Memorial Hermann continues work on a
100,000-square-foot medical building.
News or questions about The Woodlands?
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Now Pre-Leasing
Northgate Two
Class “A” Office & Garage
25,000 +/- SF Per Floor
Hardy Toll Rd & I-45
Near Future Grand Parkway
and ExxonMobil

Ross Foldetta or Corey King

Courtesy Bennigan’s

8 Paparruchos Restaurant and Bar
opened in January at 1620 Research Forest
Drive, Ste. 100. The second Houston area
franchise under the Paparruchos brand,
the Shenandoah location offers authentic
Mexican food, including tortas, tacos,
seafood, grilled items and desserts, as well
as alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.
www.paparruchos.com

12 Taking over the location of Ace
Chinese Restaurant in the Panther Creek
Village Center, Republic Grille will open
in March at 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive.
Owner Terry McBurney’s venture will
feature an eclectic hill country atmosphere
with menu items including shrimp and
grits, quail and eggs, steaks and chops.
Republic Grille will also offer breakfast on
the weekends.

offer speech, occupational and respiratory
therapy. In addition to therapy and
activities provided, the complex houses
two cafes and the rooms offer a myriad of
amenities. 713-614-3210.
www.cantexcc.com

Courtesy GHRS

7 Mattress One has opened at FM
2978 and FM 1488. The mattress retailer
sells a full line of mattresses, including
traditional, gel foam and memory
foam. Mattress One offers brand name
mattresses from iComfort, Simmons,
Serta, Sealy, Stearns and Foster and
Tempur-pedic. www.mattress1.com

is scheduled to open in March. The
restaurant provides a wide array of fresh
vegetables, meats, rice and noodles for
customers to create their own stir fries,
as well as a sushi bar, appetizers, salads
and an a la carte menu. Super Yummy
also serves non-alcoholic and alcoholic
beverages, such as beer, wine and sake.
832-698-2789.
www.superyummystirfry.com

281.466.2880

125,000 SF

woodlandscommercial.net

Courtesy Memorial Hermann

6 Lifespan Assessment Therapy Service
Speech Therapy has opened at 525 Sawdust
Road, Ste. 108. LASTS Speech Therapy
offers standardized evaluations and
individual treatments from those suffering
from speech, language, cognitive and
swallowing disorders. 281-719-5060.
www.speechtherapylasts.com

Courtesy Wild Stallion Vineyards

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel
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Landlord Representation
By: Tim Maczko, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

Happy New Year! Even as we celebrate another successful year in commercial real estate, we are already looking
forward to a brighter future in 2014. With many commercial real estate projects under construction and existing
landlords quickly filling up their vacant space, Houston continues to draw new and expanding businesses.
Tim Maczko

Today’s landlords look to professional real estate companies to handle their leasing. A primary reason they hire
representation is to find qualified and capable tenants who add value to their property. It sounds simple, but
finding the right tenant can be an intensive and complex process.
Prospecting is the number one thing all brokers do to find and acquire new tenants. A broker’s database is
one of his or her most important assets, keeping track of the multiple prospects brokers speak to daily and
cataloging their information so it can be kept up to date for potential business. This information provides valuable

Commercial Real
Estate Leaders

data about a tenant’s first contact, phone numbers, addresses and recent conversations. The database can also
deliver leasing reports that help keep landlords appraised of the latest activity at their property.
The internet and today’s high-tech software are primary resources for marketing a property to as many

LANDLORD & TENANT
REPRESENTATION

prospects and brokers as possible, offering a plethora of websites to advertise landlord’s properties. These sites

SITE ACQUISITION

landlord’s property – everything from the size of the building and rental rates to parking. Prospects can also

SALES & LEASING

push out information to thousands of interested prospects and participants, keeping them up to date on a
access marketing details and flyers that list key information about the property.
Showing a space is also an integral part of the process as most prospects will not lease a space without walking

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

the property first. This is a key moment for the landlord’s broker to provide the prospect and their representation, if

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

applicable, with the necessary information to help them make the best decision for their business and employees.
Landlords invest millions of dollars in assets that need to be professionally leased and managed, especially as
many landlords own their properties for an extended period of time. Landlords should search out knowledgeable

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

representation they can trust who will work hard to maintain their asset at its highest level.
For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard Real Estate Company is here to point you in the right
direction. Please contact our team of qualified professionals at 281-367-2220 or visit our website at
www.jbeardcompany.com to view our current listings.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President
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Kuykendahl Road from
Research Forest Drive
to SJRA Water Plant
No. 3 – Complete
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FM 2978 to
Branch Crossing
Drive – Estimated
completion date:
May

Branch
Crossing Drive to
Crownridge Drive
– All pipe has been
installed, awaiting
site restoration

Crownridge Drive
to Kuykendahl
Road – All pipeline
expected to be
installed by mid-tolate February
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Kuykendahl Road to
Greenbridge Drive –
Estimated completion
date: May
W. Trillium Cir.

Update

C o ll e g e

Greenbridge Drive to W.
Trillium Circle – Work to
begin after The
Woodlands High School
school year is complete
in May. Estimated
construction timeline:
June–August

W. Trillium Circle
to Shadowbend
Place – Estimated
completion date:
March

Shadowbend Pl.

Shadowbend
Place to Grogan’s
Mill Road – Soon
to be complete

SJRA completing segments along Research Forest Drive
By Brian Walzel

Traffic lanes on Research Forest Drive
between Shadowbend Place and Grogan’s
Mill Road will re-open soon after the San
Jacinto River Authority completed installation of new water pipeline.
The 1.5-mile segment of roadway, which
SJRA officials said was the most challenging of those throughout The Woodlands,
was scheduled for completion on Jan. 1.
“We did not meet our Jan. 1 deadline because crews were down 13 days
because of rain,” Ronda Trow, SJRA
public relations manager, said.
As a result, the SJRA has delayed the

start of pipeline installation and road
construction of the 1.5-mile segment of
Grogan’s Mill Road between Research Forest Drive and Woodlands Parkway.
“That time frame is roughly mid-January to mid-July,” Trow said.
That segment will see both southbound
lanes closed for pipeline installation and
re-routed to the northbound lanes, but will
not begin until work on Research Forest
Drive is completed.
“[The contractor] cannot start doing any
closures on Grogan’s Mill by the mall until
one day after Research Forest is open,”
Mark Smith, Groundwater Reduction

Plan Administrator, said. “We will not
have both of those areas closed at the same
time.”
Trow said the SJRA has met with officials with the CB&I Triathlon, IronMan
Texas, representatives from Montgomery
County Precinct 3 and The Woodlands
Township to devise a plan to avoid conflicts with race and vehicle traffic.
The CB&I Triathlon is May 3 and the
IronMan Texas is May 17 and the routes
would intersect with areas where the SJRA
is installing new pipeline.
“Because of the delay we’re imposing
on [Research Forest Drive], we may be

Park Dr.

delaying a
little into
May, but right
now it looks like
we may be out of there before IronMan
starts,” Smith said. “The CB&I is happening first weekend of May, so we do
have some concern about that one.”
Other sections, including lanes between
Branch Crossing Drive and Crownridge
Drive, have been completed.

Complimentary “Strategic Allocation Modeling” Dinner Seminar.
Are your financial decisions integrated and coordinated to generate the best results?
Do your financial holdings resemble a financial “junk drawer”?
Are you using velocity of money techniques to multiply your returns?
Do you employ techniques to flatten your taxes over time?
How can you analyze and compare the impact of financial decisions?
Call Dan Bates at (832) 910-3553 to reserve your seat at Wealth Development Strategies’ Complimentary
February “Strategic Allocation Modeling” Dinner Seminar

21 Waterway Avenue • Suite 300 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • Ph 832.910.3553 • Fax 281.290.9001
Registered Representative of and securities and investment advisory services offered through Hornor, Townsend & Kent, Inc. (HTK).
Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. 4203 Montrose Blvd., 5th Floor, Houston, TX 77006 (713) 561-8100.
Wealth Development Strategies L.P. is independent of HTK. A3YK-0402-08E2

Source: SJRA
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Development

By Matt Stephens

Less than two years after ExxonMobil
Corp. announced plans for a 385-acre,
10,000-employee campus in Spring, the
energy giant is coming to The Woodlands,
leasing more than 400,000 square feet of
office space in two buildings in Hughes
Landing. The move could bring 1,400 jobs
to the community.
David Eglinton, media relations spokesman for ExxonMobil, said employees at
the new Woodlands office will primarily
be relocated from other Houston offices.
“We envisioned that certain groups [of
employees] would be located at offices
separate from the new [Springwoods Village] campus,” Eglinton said. “Employee
locations will be determined by business
requirements. The employees that will
work at Hughes Landing are primarily based at other company offices in the
Houston area.”
County Tax Assessor-Collector J.R.
Moore said the jobs created would be a
combination of relocated employees and
new hires, with jobs including information technology, finances, attorneys and
some administration. According to documents provided by Moore, the added jobs
will receive a combined annual salary of
about $179 million, or roughly $125,000 a
year per position.
“It’s huge,” Moore said. “It’s like
another Anadarko all over again. And it’s
a compliment to what’s happening with
our neighbor in Harris County with their
plant. We’ve already seen an explosion of
home sales with [ExxonMobil] moving
into Harris County. This is just going to
add to that boom.”
ExxonMobil will lease a 12-story,
317,000-square-foot office building and
an 11-story parking garage on a 3.3-acre
tract, as well as half of a 12 1/2-story,
332,000-square-foot office building in
Hughes Landing. Construction on the
development could be completed by

November 2015.
As part of the agreement to bring ExxonMobil to The Woodlands, Montgomery
County and The Woodlands Township
each agreed to provide the company a
10-year property tax break.
Montgomery County Commissioners
and the township board of directors each
approved two abatements to ExxonMobil
in December. ExxonMobil will not pay
property taxes on the two buildings for 10
years.
After 10 years, the company will then
pay the regular property taxes, Moore
said. Once the abatements are completed
in 2023, the two buildings are estimated to
provide $573,000 in annual property tax
revenue to the county, he said. The land
the buildings will occupy generated about
$6,000 in tax revenue in 2013.
The abatements require ExxonMobil
to create a combined 1,430 jobs upon the
completion of the two buildings, Moore
said.
Although the township’s tax abatement
is worth about $341,000, township director
Gordy Bunch said ExxonMobil’s addition
in The Woodlands, and the annual salaries
the company’s employees bring, would
prove to be a financial benefit.
“The jobs created will benefit you more
than the taxes you give,” township director
Mike Bass said.
Moore said Montgomery County has
been working on the abatements for
more than a year, but only learned in late
November the agreements were for ExxonMobil.
He said the applications were submitted
by ExxonMobil under the company names
Champion A and Champion B. ExxonMobil recently announced it had narrowed
its search to three states before selecting
Texas.
“We’re just proud that one of the top
oil and gas companies like ExxonMobil
chose Montgomery County,” Moore said.

Renderings courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

ExxonMobil announces plans to open
two new offices in Hughes Landing

The artist renderings depict the ExxonMobil offices at Hughes Landing and the view from inside one of the
planned ExxonMobil offices.

“I think it’s going to be a good marriage
between the two of us.”
The 66-acre Hughes Landing development already houses an eight-story
office building with Layne Christensen’s
headquarters, while another eight-story
office building is under construction and
scheduled for completion in the spring.
“We are very pleased to welcome ExxonMobil as a tenant in Hughes Landing, only
a short distance from their new campus,”
said Paul Layne, executive vice president of
master planned communities for The Howard Hughes Corporation. “Their offices in

Hughes Landing are ideally situated, only
steps away from all that Hughes Landing
has to offer, providing their employees a
one-of-a-kind setting where they can work
in a vibrant lakeside community.”
Hughes Landing will feature 1.5 million
to 2 million square feet of office space,
800–1,000 apartment units, 175,000–
200,000 square feet of retail, a hotel and
other amenities upon its completion.
Moore could not confirm the exact location of the two ExxonMobil office buildings, but said the buildings would be next
to CB&I’s offices along Lake Woodlands.
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Best Insurance Agency or Agent

If we sometimes seem a bit serious,
it’s because we have a lot on our minds:

Your home. Your cars.
Your business.

As Professional Insurance
Agents, we take your
insurance needs very
seriously. We work hard
to get to know you. By
better understanding your
unique needs, we can
provide quality coverage
options at a price that ﬁts
your budget.

Please call us or
stop by our ofﬁce.
Visit our new website!
www.twfg.com

Richard “Gordy” Bunch
Founder, President & CEO

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Suite 4020
The Woodlands, TX 77380
www.twfg.com |281- 367-3424 |800- 466-8934
A Member Company of The Woodlands Financial Group
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Creekside Park construction
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The rendering shows the Creekside Park Village Center, a 100-acre village center that could welcome tenants by mid-2014.

The Primrose School at The Woodlands at Creekside Park recently
opened at 26025 Strake Drive, just east of Kuykendahl Road.
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Matt Stephens

Matt Stephens

First Bank
H-E-B
Walgreens
Subway
Studio A Pilates
First Victoria National Bank
Primrose School of
The Woodlands at
Creekside Park

Matt Stephens
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The 100-acre Creekside Park Village Center could
accommodate tenants as early as mid-2014. The center
will feature a village green with a tree-lined park and water
feature, a 4,300-square-foot glass-walled restaurant, 52,000
square feet of retail space, and 28,000 square feet of office
space. The following businesses have been confirmed in and
around the shopping center:

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

Village Center businesses planned

Construction continues on the Walgreens at Kuykendahl Road and
Harmony Drive, a stand-alone store with a drive-thru pharmacy.

Construction is underway on First Bank, a free-standing bank at the
southeast corner of New Harmony Trail and Kuykendahl Road.

WITH CANONGATE GOLF IN 2014!

Lifestyle
Facts

Amount/Serving

%DV

INSTRUCTION

Serving Size: 1 Membership

SOCIAL EVENTS

* Percent Daily Values (DV)
based on an active lifestyle.

Not a significant source of boredom, inactivity or stress.

INGREDIENTS: MADE WITH LUSH GREENS AND CHALLENGING WATER HAZARDS, PLAYAWAY, 108 HOLES OF
GOLF, 4 CLUBS, 5 COURSES, FINE DINING, TOURNAMENTS, FUN SOCIAL EVENTS, FIRST CLASS INSTRUCTION,
KID’S PLAY FREE, SUNDOWN RATES, GOLF CAMPS AND CLINICS, CATERING AND MORE!
DISTRIBUTED BY CANONGATE GOLF CLUBS

JANUARY RESOLUTION EVENT: APPLY TO JOIN NOW AND SAVE $300!

KIDS PLAY FREE

Register at www.canongatetexas.com/community and
receive a round of golf at the member preview rate!
Call Terry at 877.695.4347 for more information or to take a tour of the clubs.
Restrictions may apply and information subject to change.
2013_12 Community Impact Ad.indd 2

PlayAway AT 450+ CLUBS
12/30/13 8:51 AM
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New homes from the $200s to the Millions

WoodforestTx.com · 936-447-2800

Where life Grows.

Coventry Homes · Darling Homes · DR Horton · Gracepoint Homes · Highland Homes · Huntington Homes · Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes · Newmark Homes · Mary Ross Custom Homes · Partners in Building · Perry Homes · Ryland Homes
Sullivan Signature Homes · Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes · Village Builders

Price and availability subject to chabge without notice.

2013

Developer of the year
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Revised regulations will tighten game
room rules in Harris County
By Marie Leonard

Harris County commissioners passed
a set of new regulations regarding game
room rules in the unincorporated parts
of the county in December because of
increased illegal gambling activity.
“Because these businesses keep their
front door locked and windows dark and
tinted, there’s no ability to come in and
observe to see if illegal activity is going
on or not,” Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack
Cagle said. “These regulations will allow
the county to have the same privileges the
city [of Houston] does, so if a law enforcement officer knows where a game room
is, they’re allowed to walk in the door and
see what’s going on.”
Following the city of Houston’s ordinance five years ago to better regulate
game rooms, many of the businesses
moved to the unincorporated areas of the
county, according to officials.
Because the county does not have the
same tools to fight the illegal activity as
the city of Houston does, law enforcement
officials have to complete a full-fledged
sting to shut down an illegal game room,
Cagle said.
“They have to go undercover, and that

can be an expensive and difficult process,”
he said.
The proposed regulations are also
designed so owners of entities that are
repeat offenders will be more easily prosecuted by the county.
“We’re able to reach behind the revolving door of one day it’s one name, the next
day it’s another,” Cagle said. “When law
enforcement goes to the trouble of making
that bust, the bust sticks.”
There are nearly 400 game rooms in
unincorporated Harris County, most of
which are legal game rooms such as bingo
halls, which the regulations are not meant
to negatively affect.
Harris County officials hosted two
public hearings regarding the regulations
in November and heard from several individuals affiliated with local bingo halls,
most of whom stated the need for tighter
regulations in the county.
Joel Stocarski is the owner of a Houstonarea bingo hall and said he has seen the
business at his 28-year-old hall drop nearly
in half because of nearby game rooms that
do not have restrictions on the amount of
cash that can be given away.
“There’s about 10 game rooms down
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Harris County is rewriting its regulations on game rooms, but there are
several steps county governments must take to pass a new regulation.

Passes
Texas Legislature

1. As an arm of the state,
county governments first
need approval by the
legislature to pass a new
regulation. A legislator
must pass a bill through
the legislature to ensure the
process can move forward.

Passes bill into law

2. After the legislature
passes the bill into law,
county officials must draft
proposed regulations. Then,
the county hosts hearings
to gain public input from
residents on the regulations.

Commissioners court
votes into law

3. After the proposed
regulations have been
finalized by county officials,
the commissioners court
of a county must vote on
and pass the proposed
regulation into law for it
to be put into effect.

Source: Harris County

the street from us, and it’s like we’ve
got a casino in our neighborhood and
no one is doing anything about it,” he
said. “They can give away any amount
of money they want to, but as a bingo
hall owner, I’m restricted by law in the
amount I can give away.”
After the public hearings, county

officials reviewed the public input, and
worked with the county attorney and
district attorney to ensure everything in
the proposed regulations is enforceable
for law enforcement officials.
The revised regulations were unanimously approved by Harris County Commissioners Court in late December.

The Woodlands & Spring
#1 Top Producing Office in Texas
For all the things that move you.

Call (281) 367-7770
TheWoodlands-Spring.com

18

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

NEWS

x12.25
4c

By Matt Stephens

Growing your business
is easier when you have
a dedicated team

At Wells Fargo, we take time to get
to know Woodlands businesses
By getting to know you and your business, our
experienced business bankers can offer financing
options tailored to meet your financial needs.
Visit us at a location near you or talk to a banker
at 1-800-35-WELLS (1-800-359-3557).
wellsfargo.com

All credit decisions subject to credit approval.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1166414_10756)

Renovations to Shadowbend Park
should be complete by June 6—in time
for swimming season. The Woodlands
Township board of directors has approved
HouScape—a Houston-based construction firm—to perform the renovations.
Chris Nunes, township director of
parks and recreation, said the project
would cost about $1.2 million. The firm
is completing paperwork for the project,
which could begin construction this
month. Nunes said some or all of the park
should be completed by the first week of
June.
The township board selected HouScape—the least expensive bid—at the Dec.
12 meeting from the four bids submitted
to the township by the Oct. 29 deadline.
Another $74,000 was budgeted from
money left over from 2013 for professional services to White Oak Studios, the
designer of the renovations.
“The pool is going to be the biggest
change in overall look and functionality,” said John Powers, assistant general
manager of community services.
Powers said the new-look pool will
feature a spray ground, and the diving
board will be removed and replaced with
a climbing feature. The pool house and
restrooms will also receive a facelift, while

Woodlands Fire
Department earns
highest mark
By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Fire Department
recently received a Fire Suppression
Rating of 1 from the Insurance Service
Office, a New York-based advisory organization. A score of 1 is the highest ISO
rating a fire department can achieve.
Less than 60 communities and cities in
the United States have achieved an ISO
rating of 1, according to The Woodlands
Township.
“The township has been working
toward this goal for many years,” said
township chairman Bruce Tough.
Better ISO scores could mean lower
insurance premiums for homeowners and
businesses, Tough said.
The construction of fire stations 6, 7
and 8, as well as the emergency training
center on I-45 helped contribute to the
department’s perfect score.
“This accomplishment is an example
of the board’s and the community’s

Significant renovations on Shadowbend Park,
opened in 1983, should be completed by June.

a seating area with shade will be added.
The park will also see some improvements, he said, including new playground
equipment, enhancements to the picnic
pavilion, and additional parking and
lighting to the tennis area.
Shadowbend Park opened in 1983 in
the Village of Cochran’s Crossing. It is the
second village park to receive significant
renovations in recent years. Township
Chairman Bruce Tough said the township
completed about $1.5 million in renovations to Sawmill Park in 2012.
Tough said the township originally
implemented a policy several years ago
to update aging village parks throughout
the community for roughly $500,000 per
park, Tough said. However, during the
planning process for Sawmill Park, it was
discovered that the budgeted amount was
not enough money to provide the updates
needed at the park.
“What has evolved is a commitment
to continue that type of investment of
capitol into our neighborhood parks,”
Tough said.

Courtesy The Woodlands Township

Shadowbend Park
renovations to
begin this month

_10756

Courtesy The Woodlands Township

Briefs

The Woodlands Fire Department recently achieved
an ISO rating of 1, the highest rating possible for a
community fire department.

commitment toward providing exemplary
public safety service,” township Fire Chief
Alan Benson said.
ISO ratings are a gauge of fire protection capabilities of fire departments.
ISO analyzes data and information for
a particular fire department, including
things such as training aids for fire staff,
distances between fire hydrants and
response times.
According to the township, most U.S.
business and home insurers use ISO ratings in calculating premiums. The price
of fire insurance in a community with a
good ISO rating is substantially lower, the
township reported.
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From the Web

Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/wdl

Development Company starts work on Village Green Park
Construction has begun on Creekside
Village Green, what The Woodlands
Development Company is calling the
centerpiece of the Creekside Park Village
Center.
Village Green will be a scenic treelined park with a water feature surrounded by a lawn and pergolas trees,
according to the Development Company.
A 4,500-square-foot restaurant, which
has yet to be named, will be situated
on the west end of the park, while two
40,000-square-foot office/retail buildings
will be located on the north and south
sides.
A similar park configuration is
featured at Market Street. The park

is expected to be
completed in the
fall, according to the
Development Company.
“We envision
Creekside Village
Green as a unique
component to our
eighth village shopping center,” said
Paul Layne, executive
vice president of master-planned communities for the Howard
Hughes Corporation.
“The addition of a central greenspace
and family friendly water feature will

Most read Web stories from Dec. 9–Jan. 8

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

By Brian Walzel

encourage people to enjoy the outdoors
while shopping and dining.”

Oak Ridge North, Shenandoah The Woodlands ranked
hear mobility plan updates
again among best-selling
community leaders.
communities
H-GAC Transportation
The Houston-Galveston
By Matt Stephens

Area Council and consulting
firm Brown & Gay Engineering have collected much of
the data necessary for the
South Montgomery County
Mobility Study and could
have information to provide to the public and local
communities in the coming
months.
H-GAC officials met with
members of Oak Ridge North
and Shenandoah city councils
Jan. 7 at Shenandoah City
Hall. H-GAC representatives
laid out the process to create
the plan, the goals established by the study’s steering committee and the next
steps in the process, as well
as answered questions from

Planner Thomas Gray said
the study is being conducted
in four phases, with data collection still being performed
in phase one.
“Our resources aren’t
unlimited,” Transportation
Program Manager David
Wurdlow said. “It’s really trying to capitalize as much as
possible on what people have
already done.”
Following the completion
of data collection, consultants
will evaluate the data and
develop alternatives before
considering the alternatives,
prioritizing projects and
drafting a plan, Gray said.
The final step will be finalizing and adopting a plan.

TOP 5 WEB STORIES

By Brian Walzel

For the 19th consecutive year, The Woodlands
is ranked among the top 10
best-selling communities in
the country. In an annual
report compiled by the John
Burns Real Estate Consulting
firm, The Woodlands ranked
eighth in the country among
master-planned communities
in home sales in 2013.
Last year, 649 homes were
sold in The Woodlands,
according to the report. That
number, however, represents
a 36 percent decrease from
2012 when 1,007 homes were
sold in The Woodlands and
the community ranked third
in the country in sales.

“In the past, we had ample
land inventory for building
homes in all price ranges,”
said Tim Welbes, co-president of The Woodlands
Development Company.
Welbes said as The Woodlands has matured, land has
become increasingly scarce
to accommodate the volume
needed for entry-level homebuyers.
Houston communities were
well-represented on this year’s
list. Of the 20 communities
ranked, the Houston area featured eight master-planned
communities, including
Cinco Ranch, which ranked
third with 845 homes sold.

1

County, Township approve abatements for
ExxonMobil buildings in Hughes Landing

2

New theme park set to open in 2015 in
East Montgomery County

3

New luxury community announced for
Indian Spring in The Woodlands

4

SJRA announces delay on Research Forest
Drive segment

5

Mark Keough announces candidacy for
Texas District 15 House race

READER FEEDBACK
In response to “Older villages targeted for
redevelopment” (October 2013 issue)
“It’s good that they are limiting this
nonsense. Keep the neighborhood’s
character. It’s a good thing these
restrictions are in place, otherwise [people]
would build mansions next to one story
homes. This is not Houston. If you want the
“Heights” monstrosity, go to Houston.”
—A.P
Reader feedback via emailed comment
“I wanted to let you know that my
husband and I live in The Woodlands
and love your newspaper. You cover
the issues without being too ‘wordy’ and are
to the point while providing the pertinent
information. We live in Grogan’s Forest which
is right off Research Forest at Grogan’s Mill
and have followed all the information you’ve
been giving about the waterline project.
You’ve provided more helpful information
than anyone. ”
—Lyn L.

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com
Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook
Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl
Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

Advanced Website and Application Development
Established in 1995, Websoft Publishing Company
provides advanced custom website development
and web-based applications created exclusively
by our in-house talented and friendly staff.
Technical Tools: Microsoft C#.NET, HTML5 (including canvas),
Javascript, JQuery, Ajax, SQL Server, MS Access & ASP Classic

281.296.6611

www.websoft.net

Developers of The Woodlands
Waterway Arts Festival Website
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Your New Year’s Resolution will have to wait!










      


 
  
 




    

Thursday, January 30, 2014
4:00 – 9:00 PM

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center

One Night, One Price, One Fabulous Feast!
Enjoy mouth-watering appetizers, entrees, desserts, pastries
and beverages from some of the area’s finest restaurants,
caterers, bakeries and beverage companies.
Your ticket includes food, beverages and festivities.

A ggift of Schakolad is the ultimate
symbol of LLOVE

$5 Off a $25
Purchase

Get Your Tickets Today!

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door.
Ticket packages are available for discounted rates!
Purchase your tickets online or at
The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce,
select Woodforest Bank locations,
The Woodlands Mall and the Market Street Concierge Booth.
Makes great holiday gifts to treat your valuable
clients, employees, family & friends!

coupon code CI
expires 2-16-14

1500 Research
R
h Forest
F
t Drive. Suite 130 • 281-292-9900
www.schakolad.com/store27

Sponsored By:

Commercebank

SCAN HERE
FOR TICKETS

MEDIA SPONSORS:

r.
Research Forest D

Lake Woodlands

r.
ill D
Grogan’s M

Republic Payment Systems
Drew & McCallum
I Promote You / Paragon Independent Insurance Agencies, Inc.
Masters In Dietetics, L.L.C.
The Nina Marino Team - Your Texas REALTORS®
State Farm Insurance - Agency Recruiting
The Woodlands Mall

ENJOY A BRAND-NEW HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE DESIGNED
AROUND YOUR EVOLVING TRAVEL NEEDS.

Hyatt Place Houston – The Woodlands
1909 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, Texas, USA, 77380
www.HyattPlaceTheWoodlands.com

www.tasteofthetown.org

Tel: +1 281 298 4600
Fax: +1 281 298 4612
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The Woodlands Development Company

special section

An April feature on Conroe Taxidermy, at 11845 Clark Lane, reported on one of the nation’s most successful
taxidermists and its business of mounting trophies of common to exotic animals from around the world.

Courtesy city of Shenandoah

Brian Walzel

The Woodlands’ founder George P. Mitchell died July 26 at age
94. Born in Galveston in 1919, Mitchell founded Mitchell Energy
and Development Co., and opened The Woodlands in 1974. In
the August edition, community leaders reflected on Mitchell’s
influence on the development of The Woodlands.

Connor Hyde

Brian Walzel

Connor Hyde

A May story reported on Shenandoah’s success in hosting the
NCAA Division III Swimming and Diving Championships in March.
The event brought more than $1 million in revenue to the city.

A June feature focused on the newly opened
Woodlands Fire Department Central Fire Station,
which opened in April on Grogan’s Mill Road.

An April commercial development update reported
on construction of Anadarko Corporation’s newly
completed 31-story high-rise office in Town Center.

The St. Francis Wolf Sanctuary, at 2757 St. Beulah Chapel Road,
was the focus of a feature report in September. The nonprofit
agency serves as a rescue sanctuary for wolves and wolf dogs.

Year in Photos

T he
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The Woodlands continues tree replanting efforts after 2011 drought
By Matt Stephens

As The Woodlands Township continues the second stage of reforestation to
replace the 52,000 dead trees from the
2011 drought, the third and final stage
of replanting could begin this fall.
John Powers, assistant general
manager of community services for
the township, said beginning in 2013
the township planned to replant
250,000 trees to make up for the lost
trees through three stages of replanting. After a spring that saw 91,000
seedlings planted around Arbor Day
and another 1,350 trees of 5-, 10-, 15and 30-gallon sizes, the second phase
began in the fall. The second phase
includes another 4,000 5-gallon
trees and 30,000 to 40,000 more
seedlings planted, Powers said.
The second stage, which
should be completed by February, will cost the township
$204,500, Powers said.
With more than 115,000

trees already planted in 2013 and about
$600,000 of the $780,000 allotted for
the reforestation project already spent,
he said the final stage of replanting
would likely begin in the fall after
approval by the board of directors.
“[The third phase] will be based on
a couple of things, and one will be an
evaluation of how successful this phase
is,” Powers said. “One of the things we
saw from the last phase was that some
of the larger trees didn’t fare as well
as some of the smaller trees, and a lot
more had to be replaced.”
The trees through the first two
phases have been placed in about
200 locations affected by the drought
and are either adjacent to residential
properties or offer vegetation barriers,
Powers said.
“The next phase will be anything we
might have missed,” Powers said. “We
anticipate that where heavy deforestation areas occurred, there might be a
ripple effect of mortality.”

Native trees have been planted
throughout the replanting process,
including water oaks, white oaks, green
ashes, black hickories, sycamores and
loblolly pines, Powers said. Fewer large
gallon trees and more seedlings will
likely be planted in the final phase, he
said.
With significant rainfall in November and December, Powers said the
region has received normal precipitation the past few months. He said
rainfall and soil moisture are a major
factor in the mortality rate of trees, as
are extreme temperatures.
The Woodlands loses about 2,000 to
3,000 trees that die from age, insects,
drought and disease in a normal year,
Spring 2013

The first stage of reforestation began. About
91,000 seedlings were planted around
Arbor Day, while another 1,350 container
trees were planted. About $400,000 was
budgeted for the first stage.

Fall 2013

THE WOODLANDS REFORESTATION TIMELINE
2011

2011

In response to the drought, The Woodlands
Township spent $1.2 million on the removal of
hazardous trees. The township removed 24,815
hazardous trees in 2012.

2012

February 2014

The second stage of reforestation should be complete.

Late summer 2014:

The Woodlands Township board of directors
could approve the third and final stage of
reforestation in The Woodlands.

Fall 2014

The second stage of reforestation
began. Between 30,000 and 40,000
seedlings are being planted, as well as
another 4,000 5-gallon container trees.
More than $200,000 was budgeted for
Stage Two.

2012

A severe drought during the summer of
2011 led to the death of an estimated
52,000 trees in The Woodlands.

Powers said, and the community is
nearly back to an average tree mortality rate.
John Warner, urban district forester
for the Texas A&M Forest Service,
said the 2011 drought—which killed as
many as 301 million trees in Texas—
was the most devastating he had ever
seen in terms of fire and tree mortality.
“It was amazing the way they started
turning color and dying,” Warner said.
“The secondary impact of the drought
was hardwood trees dying from the
hypoxylon canker. It’s still going on.”
Warner said hypoxylon canker is a
fungus, a weak pathogen that attacks
weakened trees and prevents the spread
of nutrients and water through trees.

2013

THANK YOU for a wonderful 2013!

We look forward to serving you in 2014!

The final stage of reforestation should
begin, likely including seedlings and
smaller container trees. About $180,000
remains in the reforestation fund.

2014

Source: The Woodlands Township

Community update
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Taste of the Town
Jan. 30 • 4–9 p.m., $20 (advance tickets),
$25 (at the door)

The Woodlands Township hosts the Muddy
Trails Bash, a 5k and 10k race through the
George Mitchell Nature Preserve. The Little
Muddy Kids 1-mile run is available for ages
5 and up. The post-race party includes
crawfish and Zydeco music.

The Woodlands Area Chamber of
Commerce hosts its 28th annual Taste of
the Town, featuring a variety of fare from
more than 50 local restaurants, delis,
beverage companies and bakeries.

Rob Fleming Park,
6055 Creekside Forest Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott and
Convention Center, 1601 Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777
www.taste.woodlandschamber.org

Waterway Arts Festival
April 12–13 • 10 a.m., $12 (one-day
admission), $15 (two-day admission)

February
Economic Outlook Conference
Feb. 14 • 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m., $120 (chamber
member), $150 (non-member)
The Woodlands Chamber of Commerce
hosts its 28th annual Economic Outlook
Conference, “Energy to Grow,” designed
to spotlight key trends that will shape the
community and nation.
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel
and Convention Center,
1601 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777
www.woodlandschamber.org

March
The Woodlands Marathon
March 1 • 7 a.m., $140 (full marathon), $115
(half marathon)
The 2014 Woodlands Marathon includes
a half marathon, relay and 5k. A 2k family
run/walk begins at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 28. The
races start on Six Pines Drive just south
of Lake Robbins Drive and finish at The
Woodlands Waterway.
Six Pines Drive at Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandsmarathon.com
Annual chamber golf classic
March 24 • 10 a.m.
The Woodlands Chamber of Commerce
presents its annual golf classic with a
scramble format, followed by a reception
and silent auction.
The Woodlands Country Club Palmer
Course, 100 Grand Fairway Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777
www.woodlandschamber.org
CrawPHish Festival
March 29 • 11 a.m.–7 p.m., $25 (age 11 and
up), $15 (ages 5 to 10), free (4 and under)
Town Green Park hosts the annual
Woodlands CrawPHish Festival, promoting
awareness of pulmonary hypertension.
Authentic Louisiana crawfish, along with
barbecue is served.
Town Green Park
2099 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777
www.woodlandscrawfish.com

April
Muddy Trails Bash
April 5 • $25–$35

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council
hosts the ninth annual Woodlands
Waterway Arts Festival along The
Woodlands Waterway and at Town Green
Park.
Town Green Park,
2099 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands
www.woodlandsartsfestival.com

May
The Woodlands Triathlon
May 3 • $105 (individual), $160 (team)
The Woodlands Triathlon includes a
500-meter swim, 15-mile bike and 5K run
throughout The Woodlands and at Lake
Woodlands. The race is capped at 1,300
participants.
Northshore Park,
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/races
IronMan Texas
May 17 • 6 a.m., free to view
The Memorial Hermann IronMan
Texas features a 2.4-mile swim in Lake
Woodlands, 112-mile bike ride and 26.2mile run ending on Waterway Avenue.
General entries are sold out, but IronMan
Foundation slots remain.
Northshore Park,
The Woodlands Waterway
www.ironman.com
Memorial Day in The Woodlands
May 24–25 • 6 p.m., free

Courtesy The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council

The following calendar highlights several of the annual events taking place in
south Montgomery County in 2014.

The 2014 Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival is April 12 and 13 at Town Green Park and
along The Woodlands Waterway.
The Woodlands • 713-557-5732
www.wineandfoodweek.com

Trick or Treat Trail
Oct. 26 • 3–6 p.m., free

July

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors
Bureau hosts the annual Trick or Treat
Trail. The event includes trick or treating,
activities, costume contests and games.

Red, Hot and Blue Festival
July 4 • 6 p.m., free
Fireworks, music, booths, children’s
activities, and a hot dog and watermelon
eating contest highlight the 17th annual July
4 celebration in The Woodlands at Town
Green Park and Waterway Square.
Town Green Park,
2099 Lake Robbins Drive, and
Waterway Square,
31 Waterway Square Place,
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

August
Labor Day celebration
Aug. 30–31 • 6 p.m., free
The Woodlands Convention and Visitors
Bureau presents fireworks, live music and
activities on Labor Day weekend. Fireworks
begin both nights just before 9 p.m. Live
entertainment begins at 6 p.m.
31 Waterway Square Place,
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

September
Dragon Boat races
Sept. 25–28 • Times vary
The YMCA Dragon Boat Team
Challenge is designed to build spirit
among corporations, civic groups and
organizations. The 40-foot-long dragon
boats are powered by teams of 20. Teams
compete in four-hour brackets.

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors
Bureau presents fireworks, live music
and activities on Memorial Day weekend.
Fireworks begin both nights just before 9
p.m. Live entertainment begins at 6 p.m.

Northshore Park,
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands • 713-659-5566
www.ymcadragonboat.org

31 Waterway Square Place,
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

October

June
Wine and Food Week
June 2–8 • Times and costs vary
The celebration of Wine and Food Week
marks 10 years in 2014, with events
featuring more than 500 wines, 50
restaurants, chef demonstrations, silent
auctions, and wine-and-dine experiences.
Events include the H-E-B Wine Walk at
Market Street and Sips, Suds and Sliders
event, presented by The Woodlands Mall.
Venues vary, with most in

The Woodlands Wildflower Festival
Oct. 18 • Free
The Woodlands Wildflower Festival features
native plant displays, environmental
exhibits and booths, and nature-themed
gifts for sale. Festival goers collect a variety
of free wildflower seeds distributed by local
businesses. Children’s activities include
inflatables, petting zoo, pony rides, face
painting and balloon artists.
Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest
Drive, The Woodlands • 281-719-6344
www.thewoodlands.com

Town Green Park,
2099 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

November
The Woodlands Children’s Festival
Nov. 8–9
Musical entertainment, kite-flying, panning
for gold and playing in the sand are
among the highlights of the 19th annual
Woodlands Children’s Festival.
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion,
2005 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
Lighting of the Doves/iWOW
Nov. 22 • 3 p.m., free
The traditional Lighting of the Doves kicks
off the holiday season in The Woodlands,
as well as the 8th annual Winter on
the Waterway, or iWOW festival. The
celebration includes fireworks, inflatables
and an appearance by Santa himself.
Town Green Park,
2099 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.LightingoftheDoves.com
www.iwowinthewoodlands.com
Run Thru the Woods
Nov. 27
The Thanksgiving morning GE Run Thru the
Woods begins in Town Center with courses
for all levels of runners and walkers.
Proceeds benefit the South Montgomery
County YMCA Partners Program, the
Montgomery County Humane Society,
Operation Graduation, ROTC Programs
and the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
Education Outreach Program.
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion,
2005 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.runthruthewoods.org

December
Ice Skating Rink
November–January 2015 • Times and
costs vary
The area’s largest outdoor ice rink opens in
late November through Jan. 19. A smaller
rink is available for children and beginners.
Northeast corner of Lake Robbins and Six
Pines drives.
www.thewoodlandsicerink.com

ANNUAL EVENTS

Compiled by Nicole Bradford
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Angels Divine Flowers
standard fare for florists: weddings,
funerals, personal deliveries and gifts.
Cardenas said it also offers gourmet
baskets and candy bouquets.
This year, Posada is expanding the
business by hiring an events coordinator, Andrea Canales, to help plan
weddings and parties.

JP’s Grill

Since opening JP’s Grill in March, owner
James Plog has added new menu items.

R ay f o r d R d .

Sawdust Rd.
Budde Rd.

Since opening in March, James
Plog has focused on getting the word
out about his new restaurant, JP’s
Grill, by working with various community and sports organizations,
youth groups and churches.
“This is a kid’s atmosphere, so we
want to attract kids and families,”
Plog said.
The 1950s-style diner on Sawdust
Road offers 14 hamburger options
and 10 hot dog selections, as well as
hand-cut french fries, milkshakes
and malts. Plog has introduced “Blue
Plate Specials,” such as all-you-caneat spaghetti and meatballs Saturday
nights.
New menu items include The
Famous Chicago Dog, The Famous
Chicago Italian Beef, imported Italian sausage and a meatball sandwich.
Plog has installed several high-definition TVs to show sporting events.
For 2014, Plog is considering
adding live music and a 1950s and
60s karaoke night. In addition, The
Woodlands Classic Car Club will
continue to meet at JPs Grill, he said.

Brian Walzel

By Brian Walzel
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399 Sawdust Road
The Woodlands • 281-298-5462
www.jpsburgers.com

After relocating from the Kingwood area to Spring in May, owner
Claudia Posada and her associate,
Lisa Cardenas, are continuing to
build a new client base for familyowned Angels Divine Flowers.
The shop was in the Kingwood/
FM 1960 area for about eight years
and built a strong group of customers based on its attention to customer
service and knowledge of the floral
business, Cardenas said.
Posada moved the business to
Spring to be closer to her home in The
Woodlands. Now, Cardenas said, it is a
matter of establishing new customers.
“November was a little slow, and
business was better in December,” she
said. “We’re hoping for a really good
February.”
Cardenas said the shop receives
its popular brand of long stem roses
direct from its supplier in Columbia,
whereas most florists have to wait for
the flowers to be shipped to Miami,
then their individual stores.
“[The roses] last a long time, and
people really like them,” she said.
Posada is a fourth-generation florist, with her family having run successful floral shops in El Salvador and
Hilton Head, S.C. Her shop offers the

Brian Walzel

By Brian Walzel

Owner Claudia Posada and Lisa
Cardenas opened Angels Divine Flowers
in May on Rayford Road.

R ay

fo r d

R d.

1726 Rayford Road
Spring • 281-419-1664
www.angelsdivineflowers.com

You’re invited to a night of conversation...

Thursday, March 20, 2014 • 6:30 p.m. • Lowman Student Center Ballroom • Huntsville, TX
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Sam Houston State University

Imperial Oaks Blvd.

Last year these businesses opened, were coming soon or relocated. Here
are updates on how they are doing now.

(((
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Matt Stephens

Global Leader Aquatics’ owner James
Anson has seen demand grow for
saltwater products since opening in July.

45

Woodlands Pk w y.

R o b i n s o n R d.

27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North • 281-419-8882
www.glaquatics.com

By Matt Stephens

Since opening in July, Walking
Tots’ owners Mark and Kay Mehrens
said the children’s shoe store’s growth
has exceeded their expectations. The
couple attributed growth to word of
mouth, their level of customer service
and the distinctive product they offer.
“It’s desperately needed in the
area,” Kay said.
Walking Tots has expanded in six
months from 15 brands of shoes to
30 brands, adding about one to two
brands each month, she said, while
also adding to the store’s substantial
number of styles.
The couple attend markets in
Dallas, Atlanta and Las Vegas at
least twice a year to find new styles,
although much of their expansion
stems from customer input.
Walking Tots provides a variety of
shoe options for children from babies
to teens, while also offering socks,
some clothing and gift items.
“Moms in The Woodlands like
hard-to-find brands,” Kay said. “They
like that casual, fashionable [look]
for girls; and for boys, it’s always
athletic.”
She said she hopes to provide more
athletic options for soccer, baseball
and dance teams in the future, and

NOW
OPEN
in The Woodlands!

Convenient to the George Mitchell Nature Preserve
Highly-Regarded Schools • Resort-Style Amenities

3 new neighborhoods in the Villages of Creekside Park
Wooded Overlook

From the Low $600s
(281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge

From the Low $700s
(281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$700s
(281) 516-0899

Visit today for pre-construction pricing & best home site selection!
TollBrothers.com/CITW

Five-Time Texas
Builder of the Year!*

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices
subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 &
2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine.

Matt Stephens

will soon add three large troughs
with saltwater coral.
Anson said he would like to someday separate his dry goods from the
live stock, but he thinks it is unlikely
the business will add a second location in the near future.
“Managing a singular location, as
busy as it is now, presents a challenge
within itself,” he said.

By Matt Stephens

Earning a name for itself in south
Montgomery County thanks to its
saltwater aquarium products, Global
Leader Aquatics removed freshwater
products altogether to expand its
saltwater stock in early January.
“We’re finding more of a demand
for saltwater than expected,” owner
James Anson said. “I think this store
is going to be a hub for saltwater
enthusiasts.”
Global Leader Aquatics opened in
March 2006 in Atascocita, but moved
to Oak Ridge North in July, Anson
said. The move allowed him to more
than double the business’ water volume and cater to customers from the
area who were driving all the way to
Atascocita for his products.
“The business has been growing,”
Anson said. “We’re known for our
saltwater stock, and people are flocking here.”
Saltwater fish such as lionfish and
firefish have been popular sellers,
Anson said, but the shop has gained
recognition for its vast saltwater coral
inventory. He said most customers
own small- to medium-sized aquariums and prefer buying the shop’s
smaller coral, which grow over time.
Anson said Global Leader Aquatics

Walking Tots

Kay and Mark Mehrens have experienced
significant growth since opening Walking
Tots in July.

is looking to provide e-commerce
for the business’ website. Internet
competition is among the biggest
challenges facing the store.
“If you’re competing against the
Internet, you might as well compete
against yourself,” Kay said.
Although the couple said they are
locked in to their current location
in terms of expansion, they would
consider adding more locations if the
business continues to grow.

College Park D r.

45

3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 195
The Woodlands • 936-231-8911
www.walkingtots.com
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Oak Ridge North City Council

“We’ve come a long way, but we’ve got

a long way to go. The [sewer system] is
rebuilt, and the water system is being
rebuilt now. We’re preparing ourselves
for the next 50 years for our city. We are
committed to utilizing our assets to try to
keep the taxes as low as possible.

”

Meetings

Terms and compensation

The Oak Ridge North City Council meets
at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Monday of
each month at 27424 Robinson Road.

City council members and the mayor serve
two-year terms. Council members earn
$250 per month, while the mayor earns
$500 per month.

Big decisions made in 2013

Top issues for 2014

• Council approves park renovations
Following more than a year of planning
and a residential survey, Shenandoah
approved $1.7 million in renovations to
its park Nov. 15. The renovations include
a splash pad capable of accommodating
15 to 20 children, adult fitness equipment, the replacement of two aging
tennis courts, and improvements to the
pavilion and other amenities. Construction on the park should begin in May
of this year with a planned completion
scheduled for early November.

• Development continues as city
reaches buildout
With residential development continuing
in south Montgomery County, Shenandoah could see as many as 150-plus
homes break ground this year in the subdivisions of Parkgate, Grogan’s Reserve,
Marion and Lily, while Pelican Homes
could begin work on a 100-plus home
subdivision off of Vision Park Boulevard.
The city will also see work continue on at
least four hotels, featuring more than 500
hotel rooms.

• City named NCAA event host
After hosting the NCAA Division III Swimming and Diving Championship in March,
the city submitted bids in September to
host the same event, as well as football
and women’s lacrosse championships
for 2014–18. The city was named a finalist for football, and swimming and diving
in October and was selected to host the
swimming and diving event again in 2015
and 2017 in December. The city was
not selected as the host for the football
championship.

• Research Forest Drive
transportation challenges
The entirety of south Montgomery County faces transportation challenges, but
Shenandoah could look to address traffic
concerns on Research Forest Drive this
year. The city awaits results of the South
Montgomery County Mobility Plan, which
could encourage other mobility projects
or improvements through the city and
region.

Woodlands Township board of directors

“

We’re not going to sacrifice
the quality of life in the
township. That will never
happen in The Woodlands.
When you look at what
we want to do, we want to
preserve the quality of life.
That’s the challenge.”

The Woodlands Township board of directors

Bruce Tough
Chairman of the Township

Meetings

Terms and compensation

The Woodlands Township board of
directors meets at 10 a.m. on the third
Thursday of the month and at 6 p.m. on
the fourth Wednesday of the month at
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.

The Woodlands Township board of
directors consists of seven directors
who serve two-year terms. They are not
financially compensated for meetings.

Big decisions made in 2013

Top issues for 2014

• Comprehensive plan finalized
After more than a year of data compiling
and research, the Oak Ridge North City
Council approved the city’s long-term
comprehensive plan over the summer.
The dozens of initiatives within the plan
include possible transportation projects,
such as the re-routing of Robinson
Road, the creation of a town center,
economic development strategies, and
other possible projects and infrastructure
improvements.

• Citywide redevelopment
While the city has developed the majority
of its land and even much of the land
within its extraterritorial jurisdiction,
Oak Ridge North faces redevelopment
challenges this year, including residential
and commercial. The city could approve
a consultant in January to study the feasibility of a Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone, a funding mechanism that could
use redevelopment along I-45 to fund
new infrastructure east of Hanna Road.

• Discussions begin for first hotel,
conference center
Although the agreement originally
planned for completion in December has
been given a 120-day extension, Oak
Ridge North began discussions with a
developer for two hotels and a conference center at the southeast intersection
of I-45 and Robinson Road. The hotel
would be the city’s first and could break
ground this year.

• Implementing comprehensive plan
The city will begin to plan for many of the
initiatives included in the comprehensive
plan this year, including a public spaces
plan and possible transportation changes as a result of the South Montgomery
County Mobility Plan with the HoustonGalveston Area Council. Several initiatives and smaller scale projects could be
funded in the 2015 budget process.

Shenandoah City Council

“Our biggest challenge is going to be

getting all these projects completed
and on the ground. Once we get
through with those projects coming
in, it goes back to providing the
same level of service we have today,
tomorrow, and the next year and the
year after that.”

Courtesy city of Shenandoah

Brian Walzel

Jim Kuykendall
Oak Ridge North Mayor

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

Courtesy The Woodlands Township
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Shenandoah City Council

Greg Smith
Shenandoah City Administrator

Meetings

Terms and compensation

The Shenandoah City Council meets at 7
p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at 29955 I-45 N.

Shenandoah City Council members
and the mayor serve two-year terms.
City Council members earn $409.09 per
meeting, while the mayor earns $545.45
per meeting.

Big decisions made in 2013

Top issues for 2014

• New Central Fire Station complete
The Woodlands Township completed
construction on a $7.3 million Central
Fire Station on Grogan’s Mill Road to
house The Woodlands Fire Department’s
headquarters.

• Shadowbend Park renovations
The township will spend $1.3 million
to renovate Shadowbend Park, which
opened in 1983. The renovation will
include efforts to bring facilities up to
code, as well as upgrades to the park’s
pool and play equipment.

• Township funds transportation
The township created a funding mechanism in its annual budget for transportation funding, with an initial allocation of
$3 million. The fund was established as
part of the fiscal year 2014 budget.
• Reforestation efforts continued
The township continues its efforts to
replant the thousands of trees lost in
the drought of 2011. The township has
spent more than $2 million in replanting
more than 90,000 trees throughout the
community.

• Transit study results on the way
The township will continue efforts to analyze and improve transit improvements,
particularly in town center. The township
is considering building a transit terminal
in town center, as well as expanding the
trolley service. The Woodlands and the
Houston-Galveston Area Council will receive results of a transit study in the fall.
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House District 15
With Rep. Steve Toth, R-The Woodlands, entering the District 4 Senate
race to replace Williams, Toth will not
be seeking a second term for the Texas
House of Representatives. Replacing Toth will be either Bruce Tough,
current chairman of The Woodlands
Township board of directors, or Mark
Keough, local pastor and business
owner.
Serving his third year as chairman,
Tough was first elected to the township
board in 2008. He previously served on
The Woodlands Community Association for 11 years and was a member
of the Conroe ISD Board of Trustees
for five years. The founder of Mark
Keough Ministries, which includes
Pathfinder Fellowship in The Woodlands, Keough has 26 years of experience in the automotive industry.
Precinct 2 Commissioner
Three candidates have filed for the
Republican Primary to replace Doyal
as Precinct 2 County Commissioner.
Charlie Riley has been the manager

of precinct operations for Precinct 2 for
12 years, according to his website. Riley
serves on the Magnolia ISD board of
trustees, was a founding member of the
Magnolia Education Foundation and
Magnolia Community Foundation.
Ricky Rickett has owned and operated a construction and real estate
business for 40 years, according to his
website. A member of the First Baptist
Church of The Woodlands, Rickett’s family has lived in Montgomery
County for more than 100 years.
Rob Harmon has more than 27 years
of military service, according to his
website. Harmon devotes himself to
military family, children’s and foreign
ministries.
Senate District 4
A special election will be held May
10 to fill the final two years of Williams’ term for State Senate District 4.
The deadline to file for the position is
March 10, but several candidates have
already announced their intentions to
run, including Toth, District 16 Rep.
Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, and
Gordy Bunch, director for The Woodlands Township.

Craig Doyal

Courtesy Doris Golemon

“I have the record to prove that I
have the backbone, the tenacity and the
leadership qualities needed as well as
the business experience and philosophy to create the environment on the
court,” Golemon said.
Bosma has served as director of
infrastructure since 2006 after working
as a purchasing agent with the county
for 14 years. He also worked for the
city of Huntsville for seven years in a
variety of capacities, including construction inspection, public works and
finance. Bosma said he oversees special
projects for the county, which includes
building construction.
“I’ve worked throughout all the
precincts and work with all the
department heads,” Bosma said. “I’ve
been very fortunate to be able to work
countywide.”

Doris Golemon

Courtesy Mark Bosma

Montgomery County elections
are taking shape as the Dec. 9 filing
deadline has passed for the upcoming
March 4 Republican primary. Meanwhile, the March 10 deadline looms for
the special election to replace State Sen.
Tommy Williams in District 4.
The upcoming Republican primary
features candidates for Montgomery
County judge, state representative
District 15 and county commissioner
of Precinct 2. The general election
for the positions will be Nov. 4. No
Democratic candidates filed for any of
the positions.
Perhaps the most significant race in
Montgomery County will be for county
judge, a position Judge Alan Sadler
has held for more than 20 years. The
candidates filed include several with
specific Montgomery County experience, including Precinct 2 Commissioner Craig Doyal, Sadler’s chief of
staff Doris Golemon, and Mark Bosma,
the county’s director of infrastructure.
Doyal has been Precinct 2 commissioner for 12 years and served previously as administrative assistant to former commissioner Malcom Purvis for
15 years. He said he considers himself
“uniquely qualified” for the position,
possessing a thorough understanding
of how the county operates.
“I’ve also served on H-GAC, Transportation Policy Council, the Gulf
Coast Rail District and the 1420 committee, which has given me an opportunity to make contacts with other officials outside of Montgomery County to
affect regional issues,” Doyal said.
Golemon was named Sadler’s chief of
staff in February 2012. Before serving
in the position, she was the executive
director for the Montgomery County
Food Bank for nine years, managing a
$10 million annual budget. Serving for
nearly two years with the county, Golemon said she has witnessed inefficiencies and wasteful spending she would
change if elected.

Courtesy Craig Doyal

By Matt Stephens

Mark Bosma

Important

2014 Election

Dates

Feb. 18–28:

April 10:

Early voting for primaries

Last day to register to vote for May 10
special election

Feb. 21:
Last day to apply for ballot by mail

April 28–May 6:
Early voting for May 10 special election

March 4:
Primary election day, last day to
receive ballot by mail

March 10:
Filing deadline for May 10 special
election

May 10:
Special election for Senate District 4
seat

May 27:
Primary run-off election date

ELECTIONS update

Upcoming primary, special election feature contested races
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Three construction contracts make
up Phase I of the project, all of which
were started within a 60-day span of
one another, and all are expected to be
complete at the same time, Collett said.
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Three Lakes Boulevard
crossover - The existing crossover
between the northbound and
southbound Hwy. 249 main lanes that
connect Three Lakes Boulevard and
Canyon Pointe Drive will permanently
close Jan. 11, as construction on the
final configuration of that intersection
will begin soon, Collett said. Motorists
needing to cross the highway after Jan.
11 will need to use the next nearest
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“Visible Phase I construction activities
at this stage include clearing vegetation
and top soil, implementing storm
water runoff quality measures, such
as installing silt fencing, as well as
bridge foundation work and building
embankments and retaining walls,”
HCTRA spokesman Adam Collett said.

Westpark Tollway

Designs for
Segment C between
Hwys. 288 and 59
are ongoing. The
Federal Highway
Administration issued
a record of decision
for the project and
work is expected to
begin in 2015.
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crossover in either direction.

2 Boudreaux Road reroute Boudreaux Road will be rerouted later
in the construction process into a
more direct route to cross Hwy. 249.
Contractors will build a new crossover
where the rerouted Boudreaux Road
intersects the highway, and the existing
crossover will close April 2014.
Phase II, which will add tolled lanes from
just north of FM 2920 to the HarrisMontgomery county line, is expected to
begin engineering design work sometime
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Source: Harris County
Toll Road Authority

Highland Knolls Dr. /Bay Hill Blvd.

Work on Phase I, which will add new
tolled lanes parallel to existing Hwy.
249 lanes from just south of Spring
Cypress Road to just north of FM 2920,
began in late October and is expected
to be complete in spring 2015. The total
estimated project cost for the first phase
is $170 million, according to the Harris
County Toll Road Authority.
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Drivers traveling Hwy. 249 between
Spring Cypress Road and FM 2920 can
now see construction on Phase I of the
long-awaited Tomball Tollway.
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in late 2016 or early 2017, Collett said.
Construction on Phase II is scheduled to
begin in late 2018 or early 2019 and will
cost an estimated $165 million.
“The timeline for Phase II is based
primarily on HCTRA’s larger, multiyear, multi-project improvement plan,”
he said. “Not all phases of all projects
can be completed simultaneously. Our
plan balances regional mobility needs,
the projected availability of funds and
keeping the agency’s debt levels in a
manageable, financially healthy range.”
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The Grand Parkway Association has helped move construction of the Grand Parkway forward
since the 1980s by working with county officials, developers, community members and
TxDOT. For more information, updates or detailed maps of the Grand Parkway, visit the GPA’s
website at www.grandpkwy.com.

Source: Grand parkway
association
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All of Hwy. 290 from Loop 610 to Hwy. 6
is expected to be under construction this
year in an effort to widen the roadway
by 2017.
Hwy. 290 will be widened in several
segments to include two or three
managed lanes and the addition of one
general lane in both directions.
Managed lanes combine high
occupancy vehicle lanes and toll roads,
providing a quicker option for drivers.

Work on Project D, which runs from
Mueschke Road to Telge Road, is
expected to begin early this year.
Construction on Projects H and I, which
run from N. Gessner Road to W. 34th
Street, will also begin early this year.

become general purpose lanes after the
proposed parallel Hempstead Tollway is
constructed by 2035.

Work will continue on Project G in
2014, which spans from FM 529 to W.
Little York Road and was the first piece
of Hwy. 290 construction to begin in
Cy-Fair in 2013.

2 Project D - Construction is
expected to begin in early 2014 on this
project.

1 Project C - Bids are expected to
be taken by 2016 for this portion of the
roadway.

3

Project E - Construction began on
this segment of the project in 2013.

The ultimate plan for the roadway is to
have the managed lanes on Hwy. 290
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Project F - Construction began on

this segment of the project in 2013.

5 Project G - Construction began on
this segment of the project in 2013.
6 Project H - Work is expected to
start on this area in early 2014.
7 Project I - Contract was awarded in
mid-2013.
8 Project J-1 - Construction began
here in mid-2013.
9 Project J-2 - Contract was awarded
in late 2013.

REGISTRATION

PRESENTING SPONSOR

$120 Chamber Member (on or before January 15)
$145 Chamber Member (after January 15)
$150 Non Chamber Member (on or before January 15)
$175 Non Chamber Member (after January 15)
For Sponsorship and Reservations
Leah.forney@woodlandschamber.org

Energy to Grow

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2014

AT THE WOODLANDS WATERWAY MARRIOT HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER

U.S. Congressman
Kevin Brady,
8th District of Texas

Bob Davis,
Senior Advisor,
Exxon Mobil
Corporation

Alex G. Sutton, P.E.,
Co-President,
The Woodlands
Development Company
A Division of The Howard
Hughes Corporation

luncheon Sponsors

Bruce Tough,
Chairman,
The Woodlands
Township

Gil Staley,
Chief Executive Officer,
The Woodlands
Area Economic
Development
Partnership

Leslie Hushka,
Communications
Manager-Houston
Campus Project,
Exxon Mobil
Corporation

breakfast Sponsors

Gary Schlossberg,
Vice President &
Senior Economist,
Wells Capital
Management

Ron Corn,
Senior Vice President
of Specialties,
Aromatics and
Styrenics, Chevron
Phillips Chemical
Company LP

Woody Pace,
Vice President of
Exploration Technical
Excellence &
President, Talisman
Energy Services Inc.

Vip Reception
Farouk Shami

Catering Sponsor:

SWBC Mortgage
The Villager
The Woodlands Christian Academy

bronze Sponsors

host Sponsors
Hosted by:

Frank J. LaRosa,
Senior Vice President,
Chief Administrative
Officer,
Layne Christensen

silver Sponsors
Community Impact Newspaper
Karlins Ramey & Tompkins LLC
Market Street

Gold Sponsors

Ramón Hernán,
Executive Vice President,
North America &
Brazil, Repsol

Wine Sponsor:

A Strong CPA, LLC • Apex Strategic Partners, LLC • BBVA Compass - Wealth Management •
Better Bookkeepers, Inc./Blanton Advisors, LLC • Cadence Bank N.A. •
Comcast Business • Commissioner Craig Doyal - Pct 2 • Consolidated Communications •
Efficient Wealth Management • Farner and Perrin, LLP • Inter National Bank •
Investment Professionals, Inc. • The John Cooper School •
Kelsey Seybold Clinic-The Woodlands • McKesson Specialty Health •
Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital • The Nina Marino Team - Your Texas REALTORS® •
Post Oak Bank • Shrieve Chemical Company, Inc. • South Montgomery County YMCA •
State Farm Insurance – Agency Recruiting • Stibbs & Co., P.C., Attorneys •
UBS Financial Services Inc. • Waterway Wealth Management • Woodforest National Bank
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Join our All-Star line-up of Sam Houston State University Alumni and special guests for a
Cocktail Reception hosted by Randy Roden ’71, President of Listo Drywall Company, Inc.
Space is limited. RSVP today. E-mail bearkatsinbusiness@shsu.edu, call 936.294.2402 or visit BearkatsinBusiness.com for more information.
Player, Author, Broadcaster, Major League Manager

Pro Football Hall of Famer

“The Golf Doctor”

Los Angeles Dodgers, Senior Advisor

LARRY DIERKER

ELVIN BETHEA

CHARLIE EPPS

GERRY HUNSICKER

Many thanks to these Sam Houston State Alumni for making this event possible.
HOST AND UNDERWRITER: “COACH OF THE YEAR”
Randy Roden ’71 (Listo Drywall Company, Inc.)

“In The Playoffs” Sponsor ($10,000)

A & C Plastic Products, Inc. (Carolyn Chipman Faulk ’70)
Duke Austin ’92 (Quanta Services Inc.) and Sanette Henson Austin ’92
Charles L. “Chuck” Beckner ’71 (Peterson Beckner Industries, Inc.)
and Wanda Beckner
Walter Fitzgerald ’79 (Centerpoint Energy) and Jan Fitzgerald
Global Fabrication Services, Inc. (Karl Oswald ’83)
Russell ’72 and Glenda ’73, ’77 Gordy (Gordy Oil Company)
Cindy Clary Marion ’81 (MMI Agency) and Donnie Marion ’80 (Houston ISD)
Bob Rod ’65 (Raymond James & Associates) and Gay Wallace Rod ’65
Don Sanders ’58 (Sanders Morris Harris)
Sterling Country Club at Houston National (Robert ’80
and Erin McDermott ’80 Steele)
Turf Technologies (Robert ’80 and Erin McDermott ’80 Steele)
Karey Vaught ’90 (Lockton Companies) and London Lindahl Vaught ’91
Joe Weller and Carol Hail Weller ’69

“Plans to Win” Sponsor ($5,000)

John S. Beeson ’62 (Beeson Properties)
Boulevard Realty (Bill Baldwin ’85)
William T. “Bill” Byler ’88 and Kerri Byler
Don Hendrix Jr. ’78 (Chemiplas Inc.)
and Jackie Brazier Hendrix ’79 (LyondellBasell)
Len Keeling ’63 and Marlene Keeling
Ben R. ’74 and Susan S. ’73 Lenamon (David L. Smith Realty/The Legacy Group)
Russell S. Molina ’89 and Allison Molina
Oceaneering International (Reuben C. Tamez ’90, ’94)
Michael A. Rohrig ’97 (Deloitte & Touche LLP) and Janet Hearn Rohrig ’98
Total Convenience Marketing (Bob ’90 and Ami Christopher ’93 Wallace
and Steve ’92 and Jeannie Jones ’92 Bub)

“Bearkat Fan” Sponsor ($2,500)

Joseph “Joe” Amato ’72 and Jonathan C. Amato ’08 (SWBC)
Anslow Bryant Construction (Jim Anslow ’73)
Bryan K. Brown ’89 (Reed Smith)
The Cole Group (Don ’67, ’69 and Sara Sowers ’67, ’70 Cole)
Community Impact Newspaper (Jason Culpepper ’99 and John Garrett ’97
and Jennifer Davis Garrett ’99)
Cotton Global Disaster Solutions (Peter J. Bell ’93 and Daryn R. Ebrecht ’88)
Destin Drywall & Paint, Inc. (Doug Gilbert ’68)
Keystone Concrete Placement (Craig, Brad ’90, Melissa ’15, Scott ’16 Stewart)
Richard A. “Rich” ’80 (Midstream Capital Partners) and Danya Martin ’80 Kieval
Long Lake, Ltd (John “Craig” Jones ’90)
Tony Mandola’s (Anthony A. “Tony” Mandola, Jr. ’73 and Phyllis Mandola)
Victor J. “Vic” Marsico, Sr. ’71, ’73 (BHP Billiton)
and Marilyn Steelman Marsico ’71 (Houston ISD)
Joel Michael ’90 (NAI Houston)
O’Day Drilling Company, Inc. (Michael O’Day ’72 and Connie Felts O’Day ’72)
OFI, Office Furniture Innovations, LLC (Jayne Edison Davenport ’78
and Robert Davenport)
Steven L. Parkhill ’77 (EEPB, P.C.) and Lisa Parkhill
Peltier Brothers Construction, Ltd (John ’72, Arthur ’80, Richard ’81,
and Will ’97 Peltier)
Ellen Happe Phillips ’82 and Terry Phillips
Randy ’74 and Trisha Speer ’74 Pollard
Ronny Carroll Custom Homes (Ronny ’65 and Faye Stratman ’69 Carroll)
Sun Coast Resources, Inc. (James “Kyle” Lehne ’94)
Vanco Ring Gasket Specialty (E. Brooke Beierle ’04 and Joey Beierle)
Chad Weigman ’93 (Tri Universal Enterprises, Inc.) and Jacqui Urand Weigman ’92
Photo (L-R): Sammy Bearkat, Randy Roden, Nicole Snider-Rodriguez, Danielle Ferris

Proceeds from this event will benefit the Sam Houston State University Department of Athletics.
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The Woodlands Area Economic
Development Partnership
By Brian Walzel

While 2013 was considered a success in terms of business development
for The Woodlands, Gil Staley, CEO
of The Woodlands Area Economic
Development Partnership, said 2014
could be even better.
Gil Staley
“We wrapped up 2013 as one of the
most productive years in our history
for business recruitment activity that we’ve seen in a
number of years,” Staley said. “Our business expansion was very active, and we finished this year with the
announcement of ExxonMobil. We feel 2014 will be
equally as active.”
In December, ExxonMobil announced it would move
into 400,000 square feet of office space in two buildings
in the Hughes Landing development on the northeast
shore of Lake Woodlands. The new ExxonMobil office
could bring up to 1,400 jobs to The Woodlands.
Formal information requests by companies to the EDP
increased from 12 in 2012 to 24 in 2013, and Staley said
that trend would likely continue this year.
“We’re already working on a number of proposals that
hopefully come to fruition,” he said.
Those proposals include potential relocations to The
Woodlands of two Fortune 500 companies.
“We may or may not be successful in those efforts,”
Staley said.
The EDP will also take part in what Staley called
mission projects, when he and EDP representatives visit
locations such as New York and California to entice business to relocate to The Woodlands.
“That’s going to be an active time for us to go out in
partnership with the Greater Houston Partnership for
the Opportunity Houston project that we are actively
supporting,” he said.
Meanwhile, the trend of energy and oil and gas companies looking to be near the ExxonMobil campus likely
will continue, Staley said.
“We haven’t even seen the full effects yet of the ExxonMobil relocation projects to the south,” he said. “Once
they get going with that operation, we’ll see even more
opportunities.”
In addition to new business recruitment, Staley said,
the EDP will also continue efforts to retain businesses.

Oak Ridge North targets redevelopment in 2014
By Matt Stephens

With most of the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction either annexed or under development,
Oak Ridge North’s biggest challenge this year
could be citywide redevelopment.
City Manager Vicky Rudy and Economic
Development Coordinator Susan Cates said
the city has budgeted $50,000 for a consultant
to consider the feasibility of a Tax Increment
Reinvestment Zone, a funding mechanism that
could help the city provide infrastructure in redeveloping areas east of Hanna Road. The consultant will present a proposal to the Economic
Development Committee and to city council in
January for possible approval.
Oak Ridge North is being approached by
developers on a weekly basis regarding possible
redevelopment plans, Rudy and Cates said.
“We want to be creative, think outside the box
and find some different approaches to it that
are beneficial to the property owners, to the city
and to the businesses,” Rudy said.
The city could see development announcements early in 2014, Rudy said. Oak Ridge

Shenandoah to break ground on new hotels in 2014
By Matt Stephens

The city of Shenandoah has not had to implement many economic development strategies
recently, as businesses regularly seek the city out.
“We have a lot of development and a lot of
companies coming to us and wanting to expand,
so we do not do a lot of active economic development,” City Administrator Greg Smith said. “We
certainly do keep our eyes and ears open for the
relocation of corporate offices and large retailers
that may be a good fit for us.”
However, that will not prevent the city from
experiencing significant development growth this
year, especially in hospitality. Smith said the city
is 12 to 18 months away from potentially doubling its hotel rooms.
Two hotels have broken ground—including
the 124-room Courtyard and 116-room Home 2
Suites—and two other hotels have submitted construction plans for review. The 166-room Holiday
Inn and 120-room Staybridge Suites could both
break ground this year, while other hotel developers have shown interest in Shenandoah, Smith

home staging | interior design | remodeling | consulting

713-483-4606
Hablamos español
info@tepuydesigns.com

www.tepuydesigns.com

North’s first planned hotel and
conference center could be
announced by March following a 120-day extension on the
developer’s agreement with
the city. Rudy said construction could break ground on the
hotel—at the corner of RobinVicky Rudy
son Road and I-45—in 2014.
“That’s one of the big things on our wish list
in 2014 is for [the construction] to get started,
and we fully expect for that to happen,” she said.
“It’s going to be huge. It’s one of those major
things that once that’s formally announced and
they break ground, then other things will happen to fall in line.”
Cates said several other announcements could
be on the horizon early in 2014 after city staff
has followed up with different businesses after
attending the International Council of Shopping
Centers in Dallas in November.
“There’s a lot of things that are going to happen in the first quarter of 2014 in terms of deals
that are officially inked,” Cates said.

said.
He said the city has been so
successful with its economic
development, Shenandoah will
consider whether to add a fulltime Convention & Visitors
Bureau director in 2014 after
Greg Smith
former CVB Director Linda
Woods retired last year.
“The question we’re asking is, ‘Do we need a
full-time CVB director or can the management of
the CVB be handled by an existing staff member?’” Smith said. “Then [the city could] potentially hire another staff level position or do more
contractual-type employment when events come
in.”
The potential for future NCAA events within
the city would have been a contributing factor to
the potential hire of a CVB director, Smith said.
However, the NCAA already named Shenandoah
as the host city for the 2015 and 2017 Division
III Swimming and Diving Championships in
December.

Economic development update

Following significant development in 2013, south
Montgomery County is gearing up for continued
economic growth this year.
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The Blooming Idea

Florist growing with second location

Brian McCarthy and florists showcase a floral arrangement.
8008 Ashlane Way
25915 Budde Road
The Woodlands • 281-465-4288 The Woodlands • 281-292-4546
thebloomingidea.com
thebloomingideaevents.com
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ch

home decorations for customers throughout the holidays,
McCarthy said.
With Valentine’s Day around
the corner, McCarthy said the
florist is gearing up for the
business’ busiest day of the
year. Although he said he does
not anticipate expansion in
the way of square footage in
the near future because of the
increased space provided by
the second location, the store
could consider expanding to
its five delivery trucks to offer
more deliveries.
“[Last year] was a big year
for us,” he said. “2014 will be
a year of consolidation. We’re
just going to sit and let the
business evolve from here.”
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Budde Rd.

to large events in The Woodlands, such as the 31 Christmas
trees provided to The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
and a “Great Gatsby”-themed
Christmas party for Anadarko
employees, McCarthy said.
The Blooming Idea also has
received more business along
I-45 thanks to the second
location, from as far north as
Conroe and as far south as
Houston.
“[The second location] allows
us to have a much broader
reach,” McCarthy said.
He said the business has
begun offering more custom
designs on its website, while
the larger events have led to
the florist providing personal

an

A

fter more than a
decade in business and
six years at its current
location on Ashlane Way in
the Village of Sterling Ridge,
The Blooming Idea purchased
CM Floral Designs off of Budde
Road in June. The deal provided the florist with an extra
4,000 square feet of space and
easier accessibility to the I-45
corridor.
“It’s been a major, major
breakthrough for us,” owner
Brian McCarthy said. “It’s
going very well. We’ve seen a
lot of big events take place.”
The second location has
provided better access to venues in Town Center, allowing
The Blooming Idea to cater

Matt Stephens

By Matt Stephens
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business update
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Good Books in the Woods
Store offering rare World War I posters
By Brian Walzel

Brian Walzel

S

Jay Rohfritch, owner of Good Books in the Woods, offers rare books and posters.

idge D

25915 Oak Ridge Drive
Spring • 281-298-2497
www.goodbooksinthewoods.com

Oak R

Nursery Rd.

45

r.

ince an August profile on Good
Books in the Woods, owner Jay
Rohfritch has put up for sale a
series World War I posters, as well as a
pictorial history of the Spanish-American War.
All the items are extremely rare and
authentic, Rohfritch said, with the WWI
posters being offered for between $200
and $800, while the “Harper’s Pictorial
History of the War with Spain,” a 32-part
series, is going for $650.
Rohfritch said he purchased the
Harper’s series from a resident in The
Woodlands.
“It’s amazing what people in The

Woodlands have in their house,” he said.
Rohfritch also sold a first edition copy
of “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” for
$1,200, a sale he says is not common.
“Those kinds of books are hard to find,
and the customers are hard to find too,”
he said. “There aren’t many people who
can toss aside $1,200. Those that do use it
for Ferraris.”
For 2014, Rohfritch plans to continue
his Dead Author Series, a social event
where the store invites the public for
snacks and drinks to celebrate a famous
dead author. Past events have celebrated
Ernest Hemingway and Hunter S.
Thompson.

All Remaining In Stock 2013 GMC1500 SIERRAS
EXTENDED CABS
& CREW CABS
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Dining update

Mama Mia Italiana’s
Italian eatery seeing steady growth

M

pomodoro sauce—made with Roma
tomatoes, basil and garlic—have been
especially popular recently. Mama
Mia also has seen steady growth
through catering, which makes up
about 25 percent of the business.
Pleased with the location, Kumbara
said she expects Mama Mia’s growth
to continue as development spreads
along FM 2978. However, she said she
does not know whether she wants to
add a third location.
“I want this one to grow and get this
well established,” Kumbara said.
Kumbara said she hopes to begin
offering cooking classes in 2014. She
said they are offered at the Atascocita
location, and she believes they would
be fun for customers.

ama Mia Italiana’s owner
Christina Kumbara said
The Woodlands restaurant
has outperformed her Atascocita location since it opened in August 2010 off
of FM 2978.
“I think people are finding out
there’s more food out here instead
of always going to the front [of The
Woodlands],” Kumbara said.
Serving up her parents’ Italian recipes, Kumbara oversees the kitchen
and has made few changes since
opening. However, the menu does
offer some subtle changes throughout
the year, and she anticipates a lighter
menu featuring salads and chicken
beginning in January.
Kumbara said dishes served with

Matt Stephens

By Matt Stephens

Mama Mia Italiana’s owner Christina Kumbara opened the restaurant in August 2010.

2978

30420 FM 2978
The Woodlands • 936-647-2809
www.mamamiaitalianas.com
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The Goose’s Acre

Bistro & Irish pub expanding menu, beer options
By Brian Walzel

Brian Walzel

S

Lake

Waterway Ave.

21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 140
281-466-1502
www.thegoosesacre.com

S i x Pi n e s

Dr.

Brandi Viehe has been the general manager at The Goose’s
Acre since the restaurant’s opening seven years ago.
Robbins Dr.

Waterway Square Pl.

ince opening an upstairs covered patio in
November 2012, the Goose’s Acre has seen
its business increase, particularly during
the spring and summer months, general manager
Brandi Viehe said.
A major kitchen fire in late 2012 temporarily
curtailed the restaurant’s full menu service, but
Viehe said some of the menu items it featured
then became popular among Goose’s Acres guests.
Some of those items, such as the Cuban sandwich,
will be returning to the menu full time.
Other new menu items expected to be featured
in 2014 include a new style of nachos, tuna poke,
Guinness-marinated lamb sliders, Jameson Irish
Whiskey-glazed pork chops and an Irish Car
Bomb Crème Brulee.
“We also have a new bar manager who is bringing in more craft beers and adding them to our

Unique, affordable
fashions for women
of all ages

rotation,” Viehe said.
The Goose’s Acre is now offering more craft
beers, many from local breweries such as Karbach
in Houston, No Label in Katy and Southern Star in
Conroe.
“Those all do very well,” Viehe said.
Returning in 2014 will be The Goose’s Acre
popular Running Club, in which registered customers can take part in a run around The Woodlands Waterway, and meet back at the restaurant
for a free drink and pasta buffet.
Viehe said she hopes to grow the club, which
typically averages 150 participants each Monday,
to more of a social activity with more members.
In March, The Goose’s Acre will once again
host its annual St. Baldrick’s Day fundraiser. The
money raised benefits children’s cancer research.

Annual

Buy one Get one

50% off

Good for regular priced items only.
Limited 1 per customer.
Valid only at The Woodlands location.

Expires 2/16/14

facebook.com/mainstreamboutiquethewoodlandstx | 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 193 | 936.231.8609
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CELEBRATE VALENTINES AT
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TREAT YOUR

LOVE TO A

ROMANTIC

DINNER AT

AMERIGO’S GRILLE

CALENDAR

FEATURED Event

January

16

Books at the Bakery

17

through 19
Safari Club

FEB

08

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion’s Prom Night “Feels Like
the First Time” gala features the rock group
Foreigner. Money raised benefits the Pavilion’s
performing arts events, educational outreach
programs and The Pavilion Partners Fine Arts
Scholarship Fund. Guests are encouraged
to dress from their favorite prom era or wear
prom attire. 6 p.m. $500 (individual tickets).
Sponsorship opportunities are available
between $5,000 and $100,000. Competitive
Edge Sports, 2733 Rayford Road, Spring.
281-210-1102. www.woodlandscenter.org

Good Books in the Woods and
Perfect Blend Bakery join efforts for Books
at the Bakery, an event to benefit Literacy
Volunteers of Montgomery County. The
event provides an opportunity to meet local
authors, listen as they read their favorite
passages and ask questions. Books at the
Bakery features nationally published youth
and adult authors, and a silent auction. 7–9
p.m. Free. Perfect Blend Bakery Cafe, 329
Sawdust Road. 936-494-0635.
www.lvamc.org

The Houston Safari Club hosts its 2014
Worldwide Hunting Expo and Convention
featuring hundreds of exhibitors, a Friday
night banquet, and Saturday luncheon and
evening gala. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. (Jan. 17); 9
a.m.—5 p.m. (Jan. 18), 10 a.m.—3 p.m. (Jan.
19). $175 (Jan. 17 banquet), $250 (Jan. 18
gala), $90 (Jan. 19 luncheon). The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.
www.houstonsafariclub.org

17

24 and 31
Storybook theater

LIVE MUSIC

Gro

ga

n

’s
M

d.

Sawdust Rd.
Grogan’s Park Dr.

Budde Rd.

ill R

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE
THE WOODLANDS, 77380

Courtesy Woodlands Children’s Museum

The Woodlands Children’s Museum
presents “Boogie Bash” for toddlers up
to 5 year olds on Tuesdays, promoting
social interaction and strengthening
listening skills. 11 a.m. $5 (museum
admission). 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive.
281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

Cunae International School hosts
an open house for prospective or interested
parents and students. Attendees can visit
classrooms, meet staff and ask questions.
1-4 p.m. Free. 5655 Creekside Forest Drive.
281-516-3770. www.doortomyschool.com

20

MLK celebration

The Woodlands Children’s
Museum presents a special collective art
projects to celebrate Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. 10 a.m.—5 p.m. $5 (museum
admission). 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive.
281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

28 & Feb. 4
‘Boogie Bash’

22

Hearts and Heels

The Women’s Business Forum
sponsors the annual Hearts and Heels
luncheon benefiting three nonprofits: Girl
Scouts of San Jacinto, Lone Star College
Foundation and Wounded Warrior Project.
11 a.m.—2 p.m. $65 (individual), $600 (table
of 10). Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Road,
Houston. 713-826-1760.
www.womensbusinessforum.com

23

Chamber speaker series

A briefing on the Grand Parkway
project is the featured topic of The
Woodlands Chamber of Commerce Four
O’clock Speaker Series. Reservations must
be made by Jan. 17. 4—6 p.m. $20 (chamber

24

through 25
Mom Expo

25

Child Advocates gala

27

through Feb. 1
National Catholic Schools Week

29

Watch Talk Wednesday

30

Taste of the Town

Legends Sports Complex hosts the Mom
Expo and Health Fair for mothers of young
families. Exhibitors focus on children ages
newborn through school age, educational
content, demonstrations and play zones. 10
a.m.—3 p.m. (Jan. 24), 10 a.m.—4 p.m. (Jan.
25). $5 (12 and up). 602 Pruitt Road.
www.thewoodlandsmomexpo.com

Triathlon registration

21

Open house

CHEF INSPIRED VALENTINES DAY SPECIALS

FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL
281.362.0808

The Woodlands Township hosts a
holiday drop-in day camp, “Dreaming of a
Texas Summer – Martin Luther King Day,” for
children ages 6 through 12. 7:30 a.m.—5:30
p.m. $50 (first child, with $15 discount
for siblings). The Woodlands Township
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest
Drive. 281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25 and Feb. 1, 8
Farmers market

Locally grown vegetables, meats, baked
goods, cheeses, eggs, herbs and exotic
prepared foods highlight the Grogan’s Mill
Farmer’s Market. 8 a.m.—noon. Saturdays.
Free. Grogan’s Mill Village Center, 7
Switchbud Place. 713-992-5893.
www.grogansmillvillage.com

19

members), $25 (non-members). Longhorn
Steakhouse, 26805 I-45 N., Spring.
281-367-5777

Drop-in camp

Regular registration for The
Woodlands Triathlon ends Jan. 20. The May
3 event includes a 500-meter swim, 15-mile
bike and 5k run, and will be capped at 1,300
participants. $105 (individual), $160 (relay
team). 281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/races

Courtesy The Woodlands Childrens Museum

SPECIAL AL-LA CARTE MENU
INCLUDING
TRADITIONAL AMERIGO’S FAVORITES

20

20

The Junior League of North Harris and
South Montgomery Counties Inc. presents
storybook theater, an adventure in literature
with related activities for children. 11 a.m.
$5 (museum admission). The Woodlands
Children’s Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek
Drive. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

18

Prom Night Gala

CASA Child Advocates of
Montgomery County hosts its 2014 gala, “A
Night in Oz - There’s No Place Like Home,”
featuring live and silent auctions, and
musical entertainment. 6 p.m. $175 (single
ticket), $350 (couples ticket). The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.
936-441-5437. www.casaspeaks4kids.com

Area catholic schools celebrate National
Catholic Schools Week, including St. Anthony
of Padua Catholic School in The Woodlands.
The school offers a variety of events and
activities for students and faculty throughout
the week, as well as an open house from
6:30—8 p.m. (Jan. 30). Free. 7901 Bay
Branch Drive. 281-296-0300.
www.staopcs.com

The Montgomery County
Sheriff’s Office District 6 Crime Prevention
Unit presents Watch Talk Wednesday,
a presentation on neighborhood safety,
including tips on tools, lighting and
suspicious activity. Noon—1 p.m. Free. The
Woodlands Township, 2801 Technology
Forest Blvd. 281-210-3884.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Woodlands Area Chamber
of Commerce hosts its 28th annual Taste
of the Town, featuring a variety of fare
from area restaurants and bakeries. 4—9
p.m. $20 (advance tickets), $25 (at the
door) Woodlands Waterway Marriott and
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Woodlands
Drive. taste.woodlandschamber.org

Courtesy The Woodlands Pavilion
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Fun Challenge beginning Feb. 3, challenging
families to complete secret challenges
throughout township parks. $60 (resident
families), $70 (nonresident families). Entrants
must register by Feb. 1.
281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

01

Composting basics

A basic composting class includes
handouts and troubleshooting tips for
residents. 10–11 a.m. Free. 8203 Millennium
Forest Drive. 281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

03

06

through 07
Teen talent auditions

The Woodlands Township holds auditions
for its “In the Spotlight” Teen Talent Show,
scheduled for Feb. 28 for ages 13 to 18.
Winners of the show can perform in the

through May 01
Family challenge

The Woodlands Township presents the Family

Worth the TRIP

22

08

through 26
The 31st Annual Houston Auto
Show features the latest vehicles

from the world’s best automakers. The show
occupies more than 700,000 square feet of
display space in Reliant Center. Fans can
experience Ride & Drive heaven, with more
than 60 models to test drive from a variety of
manufacturers, inside the Eagle Ride & Drive
Lounge and outside in the parking lot in front
of the Reliant Center. New this year, on the
show floor, the RAM Ride and Drive offers an
interactive test-track outfitted for the North
American Truck of the year, the RAM 1500
pickup truck. Noon–9:30 p.m. (Jan. 22–24),
10 a.m.–9:30 p.m. (Jan. 25), 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
(Jan. 26). $10 (adults), free (children 12 and
under). The Reliant Center, One Reliant Park,
Houston. www.houstonautoshow.com

27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North

Mothers of The Woodlands
Mothers of The Woodlands organizes agespecific playgroups, parties, mother’s night
out and a book group. $25 (first year dues),
$12 (annual dues).
www.mothersofthewoodlands.com
Woodlands Art League
The Woodlands Art League holds workshops
and classes throughout the year. The
WAL gallery is at 25136 Grogan’s Park
Drive. Membership applications can be
downloaded from the website. $40 (individual
annual dues), $10 (student), $57.50 (couple),
$25 (seniors). 281-419-1980.
www.woodlandsartleague.org

Online Calendar
Find more or submit The Woodlands
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar.
To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition, they
must be submitted online by the
fourth Friday of the month.

Ongoing

Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, Plaza “B”
next to AAA Travel, look for Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

through 09
Home and Garden Show

More than 200 displays of home
decorating and landscaping highlight the
Lake Conroe Home and Garden Show,
which includes how-to seminars. 10
a.m.—6 p.m. (Feb. 8); 11 a.m.—5 p.m.
(Feb. 9). $9 (adults), $8 (seniors), free
(12 and under). Lone Star Convention
Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe.
lakeconroehomeandgardenshow.com

Courtesy Houston Auto Show

JAN

needed. 7—8:30 a.m. Skeeter’s Mesquite
Grill, 4747 Research Forest Drive.
www.woodlandstoastmasters.com

Courtesy Lake Conroe Home and Garden Show

February

March 8 Arts in the Park event. Audition
times will be determined after registration.
$10 (per act). The Woodlands Township
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest
Drive. 281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

35

Sponsored by

Woodlands Toastmasters
The Woodlands Toastmasters focuses on
improving communication and leadership
skills. Club No. 6918 meets each Friday.
Guests are welcome with no reservations

Handmade Boots, Shoes, Belts and Equestrian Boots

RICCA
BOOTS AND SHOES
MADE TO MEASURE

$200 OFF

103 WEST MAIN ST.
TOMBALL, TX 77375

281-255-6067

FIRST ORDER OF CUSTOM BOOTS OR SHOES.
EXPIRES 2/28/14

RICCABOOTSHOP.COM

phho
ppho
hotoo by
by EEyt
Eyyytthha
han
aann C

• Custom Aquariums

Lake
Woodlands Dr.

Complete Automotive &
Transmission Repair

• Acrylic Fabrication

Preventative Maintenance

• Quality Saltwater Fish Sales
• Quality Live Coral Sales
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation
• Aquarium Maintenance
• Custom Orders

Air Conditioning
& Heating

Woodlands
Pkwy.

Sunday: 12–6pm
Monday: Closed
Tuesday–Thursday: 12–7pm
Friday: Closed
Saturday: 12–7pm

www.glaquatics.com

“We’re your neighborhood auto
repair shop and have
been for 40 years”
www.milsteadautomotive.com
(281) 367-3535

Extended Warranties
Computer Diagnostics
“Please take us up on this offer. We’d love to
be your car care center.” -Amy Milstead

50% OFF diagnostics with any repair $25 OFF
A value of up to $150. One coupon per customer, must present ad at time
of service, cannot be combined with any other offer.

any repair over $100

One coupon per customer, must present ad at time of service, cannot be
combined with any other offer.
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Start here .

Transfer anywhere.
It's not too late
to Get Started!

Classes are still
available with our
Late Start schedule.
Register online or on campus
www.LoneStar.edu/late-start

Roxy L’Anglois, ’13
University of Houston

LoneStar.edu

Open Doors

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000

Your multi-specialty care solution in ONE location!

NEW YEAR, NEW HOME!
GUARANTEED TO

MEET OR

BEAT
ANY RATE OR WE’LL
GIVE YOU $250!

Make 2014 Memorable with a New
Home Loan from TDECU Mortgage!
If a new home or home refinance is on your list
of resolutions this year, NOW is the perfect time
to act. The experts at TDECU Mortgage make the
home-buying process easy and stress-free.
WE OFFER:
• FAST APPROVALS & ON-TIME CLOSINGS
• A VARIETY OF LOAN OPTIONS
• COMPETITIVE LOAN RATES
• $250 RATE MATCH PLUS PROMISE
• UP TO 95% FINANCING WITH NO PMI*

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX, 77090

800.839.1154 x4614 | TDECU.org/mortgage
VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.

PAIN MANAGEMENT, PHYSICAL MEDICINE
& REHABILITATION SPECIALIST
DR. TALOSIG IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT:
20423 KUYKENDAHL RD
SPRING, TX 77379

CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 281-377-1000 or go to
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

DON’T WAIT! START THE NEW YEAR WITH
A BANG & GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY!
Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. * 95% financing with no private mortgage insurance (PMI) available on certain
loans. Federally insured by NCUA. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete requirements. P-1213-378

012014 New Year Mortgage Campaign PRINT AD 4.9167 x 12.25.indd 1

12/31/13 8:56 AM

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”
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Live Music Calendar
Live music in and around The Woodlands

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com
January
16 Dailey and Vincent, 8:30 p.m.

Compiled by Brian Walzel

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St.
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com

		 Side of the Moon,” 8 p.m.

January
16 Songtelling Show, 8 p.m.
17 Mark Jones and Twenty Paces, 8 p.m.
22 Shinyribs, 8 p.m.
23 Bob Schneider, 8 p.m.
24 Joe Ely, 8 p.m.

463 FM 1488,
Conroe • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

17 Rick Springfield, 8:30 p.m.

February
01 Del Castillo, 8:30 p.m.
07 Jason Allen and Thom Shepherd,
		 8:30 p.m.
08 George Winston, 8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Café

25 Seasons
of
Spectacular

January
16 Michael on Fire, 8:30 p.m.
17 Two Tons of Steel, 8:30 p.m.
18 Brandon Rhyder, 8:30 p.m.
22 Sam Riggs and Mark Jones, 8 p.m.
24 Lincoln Durham, 8:30 p.m.
25 Kyle Hutton Band, 8:30 p.m.
26 Nicholas David from The Voice, 7 p.m.
29 Justin Van Sant and Keeton Coffman,
		 8 p.m.
30 Chris Knight, 8:30 p.m.
31 Uncle Lucius, 8:30 p.m.

18 Sammy Kershaw, 8:30 p.m.
22 Travis Tritt, 8 p.m.
24 Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky Thunder,
		 8:30 p.m.
25 The Association, 8:30 p.m.
26 Blood Sweat and Tears, 8 p.m.
28 Folk Family Revival with Kyle Hutton,
		 8 p.m.
30 Strunz and Farah, 8:30 p.m.
31 Albert Lee, 8:30 p.m.

07 Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.
08 School of Rock Presents: “The Dark

		
29 Micky and the Motorcars, 8 p.m.

31 Cameran Nelson, 8 p.m.
February
01 School of Rock Presents: “The Dark
		 Side of the Moon,” 8 p.m.
06 MilkDrive, 8 p.m.

February
01 Bruce Robison, 8:30 p.m.
05 Shellee Coley – the Acoustic Project,

Who’s
coming
in 2014?

		 7:45 p.m.
06 Aaron Einhouse Band CD Release,
		 8:30 p.m.
07 Darden Smith, 8:30 p.m.
08 Josh Grider Band, 8:30 p.m.

FEATURED Event

Big Texas Saloon
19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com

Courtesy The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

January

24 Stoney LaRue, 10 p.m.
31 Casey Donahew Band, 10 p.m.

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
April
09 Arcade Fire, 7:30 p.m.
10 Kings of Leon, 7:30 p.m.
27 Il Divo, 8 p.m.
May
23 Journey and Steve Miller Band with
		 Tower of Power, 6:45 p.m.

APR

09

Arcade Fire

Grammy-winning alternative rock group Arcade Fire returns to The Cynthia
Woods Mitchell Pavilion on its Reflektor Tour 2014, in support of its 2013
double album, “Reflektor.”
Lead singer Win Butler and his brother, multi-instrumentalist William Butler, grew up in
The Woodlands. The band’s 2010 album “The Suburbs” is loosely based on the Butlers’
time and experiences living in The Woodlands. “The Suburbs” won the 2011 Grammy
award for Album of the Year.

Download the
app and be the
first to know!

25

th

The band is making its first appearance at the Pavilion since its 2011 show. “Reflektor” is
the band’s fourth full-length album and earned a 4 1/2 –star review from Rolling Stone.

PRESENTED BY

6:30 p.m. (gates open), 7:30 p.m. (showtime). $60.50 (pit, reserved seating), $46 (reserved
seating), $30.50 (lawn seating). The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins
Drive. 281-363-3300. www.woodlandscenter.org

281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
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Deep in
the heart
of Texas.
Heart Center
As you might say here in Texas, this isn’t our first rodeo. With more than half a century
of experience,Texas Children’s Heart Center combines cutting-edge technology with
compassion and a family-centered approach to pediatric cardiac care. Ranked #3 in
the country among pediatric heart centers by U.S.News & World Report, we see over
17,000 patients and perform more than 800 surgeries each year in Houston. Our
outcomes are among the best in the nation. We’re as proud of what we can do for
our patients as we are of our 60-year roots. To find out more about what makes our
program shine so bright, visit texaschildrens.org/heartcenter.

© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Ranking based on U.S.News & World Report. MPR818_120513
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Business

Hodge’s Hometown
Grocery

Local grocer serving Oak Ridge North
community for 20 years

W

hen Hurricane Ike struck the
Houston area in 2009, few
businesses around Oak Ridge
North had power. David Hodge, owner
of Hodge’s Hometown Grocery, set up
shop with a portable generator and cash
register outside the front doors, sending
his children and grandchildren into the
store with a flashlight and basket to get
essential items to customers in need.
“I feel charged with the responsibility
of taking care of this area,” David said.
“I don’t think I could be in a better place
with better customers than what I have
here. I’ve been at a lot of locations in my
life. The people here are the best I’ve ever
been associated with.”
A staple in Oak Ridge North since
Hodge became owner in December 1993,
the grocer prides himself on selling fresh
meat and produce, while offering dairy,
dry and frozen goods, toiletries, and
other grocery items and services.
Hodge said several chain grocers have
moved in or expanded in the area over
the last 20 years, but his store provides
personalized service the larger, newer
stores cannot offer.
“We’re still small enough that we can
give personalized service,” said his wife
and co-owner, Tracy Hodge. “If somebody wants something they found in a
store somewhere else, I’ve been known to
go online and purchase stuff and have it
brought in for customers. ”

The couple said the friendly, familiar staff provides an advantage in the
competitive market. David also stressed
the importance of being involved in the
community. He has been a member of
Oak Ridge North’s Economic Development Committee for more than a decade.
The Oak Ridge North grocer was
originally one of eight or nine Clayton’s
Supermarkets when it first opened in the
early 70s, David said. However, when
the Clayton’s chain owner died, the
supermarkets were sold. Grocer Supply—
which owns the shopping center—helped
David take ownership of the store, which
became Hodge’s Food Basket in 1993.
After years of donning the Food
Basket sign provided by Grocer Supply
in ’93, David changed the store’s name to
Hodge’s Hometown Grocery in September. He said Grocer Supply purchased the
shopping center two years ago. The store
not only received a name change and
some facade improvements, but saw a
facelift on the interior as well and added
a few new products, such as fresh breads.
The name change has made more of
an impact than David anticipated, as the
grocer has seen substantial growth with
the new name and look. He said he feels
confident about the store’s future.
“I’ve been doing this a long time, but
I’m not ready to quit,” David said. “I plan
on being here, and I feel very revitalized
by this whole thing.”

Hodge’s Hometown Grocery
Woodlands Pk w y.

26824 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North • 281-367-7597
www.hodgesfoodbasket.com
Hours: Mon.—Sun. 7 a.m.—10 p.m.

45
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Photos by Matt Stephens

By Matt Stephens

David and Tracy Hodge own and operate Hodge’s Hometown Grocery.

Products, services offered
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Produce
Meat
Dairy
Frozen foods
Dry goods
Medicinal products
Toiletries
Cleaning products
Wine and beer
Other beverages
Bill paying
Postage stamps
Money orders

Some of the store’s produce over the summer
comes from local vendors.

Specialty items
• My Brothers Salsa: Gourmet salsa from
Arkansas
• Cajun Fry: Jambalaya creole company
from Louisiana
• Julian Bakery: Offers gluten-free, paleo
products from La Jolla, Calif.
• Traeger grills and wood pellets
• Fresh produce from local vendors during
the summer, including watermelon, mustard greens, cucumbers and honey

The grocery store carries a wide array of meats.

Grocery list

1

Grocery store in the area when Clayton’s
Supermarket opened in the 1970s

4,000–5,000
46
20

Average number of customers in a week
David Hodge
has operated
the grocery
Years since Hodge
store for
started working
in the grocery
industry in 1967
years

Hodge’s underwent significant renovations in September, including new signage.
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Corkscrew BBQ

South county favorite proves worth the wait

W

ill Buckman was asked to
bring a dish to his company’s
potluck Christmas party in
2009 when he worked for AT&T. He
brought the meat, and it was not long
before one Christmas party turned into a
career in barbecue.
“After that, all my co-workers kept asking me, ‘Hey, can you cook a brisket for
my daughter’s birthday?’” Will said. “It
got to the point where I was staying busy
just barbecuing all the time.”
Will and his wife, Nichole, began
catering on the side. However, the business soon took off, and he was using all
of his vacation and sick days cooking
barbecue. The couple made barbecue
their full-time job, and after a year of
catering, the Buckmans opened Corkscrew BBQ in November 2011 in Spring.
“We just wanted to bring it to the public,” Will said. “People loved our food.”
Corkscrew BBQ has quickly earned a
name for itself, finding its name listed
among the best barbecue restaurants
in the state and country, Will said. The
restaurant sells out of meat within three
or four hours of opening every day.
Although Corkscrew serves traditional
barbecue fare, such as ribs, brisket,
chicken and sausage, Corkscrew also
offers distinctive specialty items. Will
said The Whole Hog sandwich and the
Poncho & Lefty are among its best-sellers. Corkscrew offers meat by the pound,
family packs, baked potatoes, spinach
salads and a variety of sides.
“There’s nothing we’ve cut off the

menu since we opened, because everything sells just as good as the next thing,”
Nichole Buckman said.
Will said his passion for barbecue goes
back to the years he worked for the Reed
family, who owned Reed’s BBQ in Old
Town Spring several years ago.
“I was raised in a barbecue restaurant,”
he said. “They taught me a lot about business and a lot about life.”
Will takes his barbecue seriously, getting to work in the middle of the night,
hours before the trailer opens, to begin
the day’s meat preparation, which can
take 10 to 14 hours. He said the restaurant’s wood-burning pit makes Corkscrew stand out among other barbecue
joints in the area, offering a distinctive
flavor profile.
The meats aren’t the only items made
fresh in the mornings, the couple said,
as they also have to prepare the cobbler,
sides, sauces and brines.
“Most places chop their beef, pull their
pork, all that stuff beforehand,” Nichole
said. “Nothing’s pre-sliced. Everything is
done at the order so it’s the freshest you
can get it.”
Will said he does not know where
the future of the business lies, but it is
unlikely Corkscrew BBQ will ever offer
an indoor location, and they would need
more space to consider any expansion or
to provide catering services.
“We’re just letting the business grow
naturally,” he said. “We have a business
model that works, and we’re just not
interested in changing it at this point.”

Photos by Matt Stephens

By Matt Stephens

Corkscrew BBQ cuts and slices all its meat after it has been ordered to ensure freshness.

Featured menu items
• The Whole Hog: A pulled pork sandwich
topped with sausage and pork ribs ($9.95)
• Poncho & Lefty: A sliced brisket sandwich topped with pico de gallo and mayonnaise ($6.25)
• Tacos: Two corn tortillas topped with
choice of meat, cabbage, pico de gallo and
green chile ranch ($6.25)
• Meat plates: Meat options include brisket,
sausage, chopped brisket, pulled pork
and turkey breast, while sides include
potato salad, baked beans, cole slaw,
chips or macaroni and cheese; one meat
with two sides ($8.25); two meats with two
sides ($10.75); three meats with two sides
($13.75). Substitute ribs for $1.50
• Baked potato: Large baked potato topped
with sweat cream butter, sour cream, green
onions and cheddar cheese ($5.75); stuffed
baked potato with choice of meat ($8.95);
Corkscrew pulled pork potato ($9.95)
• Spinach salad: Spinach leaves topped
with tomato, sliced carrots, cabbage,
cucumbers, feta cheese and onions, and
served with choice of dressing ($5.75);
add pulled pork, turkey, sausage or brisket
($3.95); Corkscrew spinach salad with
jalapenos, choice of meat and green chile
ranch ($9.95)

The restaurant offers sides, such as macaroni,
with its meat plates, as well as individually.

Corkscrew BBQ’s mashed potato salad is one of
many distinctive, homemade sides.

Corkscrew BBQ
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n’
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Sawdust Rd.

Rd
.

Budde Rd.

G

24930 Budde Road
Spring • 832-592-1184
www.corkscrewbbq.com
Hours: 11 a.m.—2 p.m. or 3 p.m.
(whenever it sells out)
Tue.—Sat., Closed Sun.—Mon.
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Will and Nichole Buckman opened the
Corkscrew BBQ trailer in November 2011.

The restaurant’s meat is cooked on a wood-burning pit and served out of a trailer.

DESIGN TECH HOMES
C U S T O M

Build a custom home on your land or ours…
from the $150’s to over $1-million

Ask About
our Free
Land & Home
Consultation

B U I L D E R

Design. Craftsmanship. Assurance.
Visit our 12 fully furnished, model
homes open daily at MainStreet America
18750 I-45 North, Spring, TX

www.dth.com •

281-231-8656

®
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Tommy Williams

Legislator moves on to Texas A&M after 16
years serving residents of The Woodlands
Tommy Williams was a college student
at Texas A&M University in the 1970s
when he first became interested in politics.
Williams worked one summer for the campaign of family friend Sam Hall and was
present when Hall was sworn into Congress. His former economics professor at
A&M, Phil Gramm, also served during the
same legislative session.
Although it would not be for another
two decades, Williams would make his
own impact in politics. At age 39, after
establishing his business and raising two
sons, Williams ran for the Texas House of
Representatives in 1996.
More than 16 years later, Williams has
seen nine different legislative sessions with
the Texas Congress, including six years
with the House and another 10 with the
Senate. After three terms with the House,
Williams was elected to the Senate in
November 2002 and re-elected in 2004,
2008 and 2012. In October, Williams
announced his resignation.
“It was a decision that I made every time
there was an election cycle,” Williams said.
“If there was something left that I could
contribute, and do I have it in me to get
out there and campaign one more time?
And the answer was always ‘yes.’ There was
something else to do. I feel like I made a
difference while I was there. I’m glad that I
stayed 16 years, 10 months and 18 days.”
Williams served as chairman of the Senate Finance Committee during the 2013
legislative session and previously served as
chairman of the Senate’s Transportation
and Homeland Security Committee and
the Senate’s Administration Committee.
He said he was proud of much of the legislation achieved in his final session, which
included providing a record amount
of cash flow to the Texas Department of
Transportation for the next two years.
“I think it’s something that’s still in

transition,” Williams said of TxDOT. “I feel
pretty good about where they’re headed.
There’s a lot of construction going on. It’s
not just Montgomery County. It’s all over
the state like that, everywhere you go.”
Williams said he was also pleased with
statewide legislation passed in the last session to provide more infrastructure in state
ports and with upgrades made to the state’s
graduate medical education program to
allow Texas-educated doctors to remain in
Texas. He was also the primary author of
SJR1, a constitutional amendment supported by voters to transfer $2 billion from
the Rainy Day Fund to the State Water
Implementation Fund.
However, no pieces of legislation were
more significant to The Woodlands than
SB 1012 and HB 4109, passed in 2007,
Williams said. The legislation allowed The
Woodlands to avoid annexation by the city
of Houston, the first time in the state’s history a community within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of a home-ruled city could
determine its own form of governance.
“We worked with three mayors over a
12-year period,” Williams said. “It was a
long and complex process, but it came in
with a result that has preserved the identity
of our community.”
Following the end of the last session,
Williams and his wife, Marsha, discussed
her plans for retirement in November. He
said the couple did not specifically talk
about his resignation from the Senate, but

“You can stay too long, and I
didn’t ever want to be that guy.
I don’t think I have. Some may
argue with that, but I think it
was time to turn the page.”
the discussions led to his decision.
“I jokingly tell people there’s a lesson to
be learned from friends that I’ve observed

Matt Stephens

By Matt Stephens

Williams’ career by the numbers
Tommy Williams served
the Texas Legislature for

83

rd

16
1012 & 4109

years, including six with the House of
Representatives and 10 with the Senate.

The Senate and House bill numbers
of the legislation which helped The
Woodlands avoid annexation by
Houston in 2007

Williams’ last
Legislative Session

20%

Portion of exports in the United States which
go through Texas ports. Williams helped pass
legislation during the last session that will help fund
infrastructure in statewide ports.

in political life and in public life,” he said.
“You can stay too long, and I didn’t ever
want to be that guy. I don’t think I have.
Some may argue with that, but I think it
was time to turn the page.”
Upon his retirement, Williams initially planned to return to his position at
Woodforest Financial Services. However,
Williams received a call from Texas A&M
offering him the position of the vice chancellor for federal and state relations, which
he called “a dream job.” He began his new
job in early December, overseeing state and
federal relations for a college system that
serves 130,000 students.
The oldest of five siblings, Williams and
all of his brothers and sisters attended
Texas A&M, as well as his father and
grandfather.
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“What happens to people when they go
through to get a higher education degree, it
is a life-transforming thing,” he said. “[My
grandfather] was the first one in our family
to graduate from college, and that had a big
impact on so many people. So, it’s neat to
be a part of that.”
Although Williams said he has turned
the page to a new stage in his life, and he
often travels between Austin and his farm
in College Station, the former state senator
still calls The Woodlands home.
He said he has been proud to watch
the community grow from 22,000 people
when he arrived in 1987 to more than
100,000 today.
“It’s been very satisfying and rewarding,”
Williams said. “We love it here and don’t
have any plans to ever live anywhere else.”
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legislation.

Student population of the Texas A&M
University system, which Williams began
working for in December as the vice
chancellor of federal and state relations
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Lone Star
Convention Center

SPONSORED BY

February 8-9

OVER 200
EXHIBITS!
Remodeling
Decorating
Landscaping
Kitchens & Baths
Home Theater
Windows & Siding
Decks & Docks
Home Décor
Home Builders
Blinds & Shutters
Pools & Spas
Granite
Heating & Cooling

AND MUCH MORE!

SHOP, COMPARE
AND SAVE!
• See New Products
• Check out Great Deals
• Comparison Shop in ONE
Location
• Investing in Your Home Pays!
• Meet with Reputable
Companies
• Learn from the Experts
NEw Ex HIbIt OR SPOt LIGHt
want to go right to what’s new
at the Show? Just check the
map in your show guide for the
highlighted booths.
YOU AND IMPROVED!
Make yourself a priority! Shop
the very best products and
services for your health, beauty
and wellness!
• ASK THE EXPERTS
• HOME IMPROVEMENT STAGE
• FREE FOOD SAMPLING

HOURS & ADMISSION
Saturday Feb. 8
Sunday Feb. 9

10am - 6pm
11am - 5pm

FREE PARKING!

Adults
Seniors
Military ID
Kids under 12

$9.00
$8.00
$5.00
$FREE

Cash Only at the Box Office

$1OFF

CIN

HOURS & ADMISSION
Saturday Feb. 8
Sunday Feb. 9

10am - 6pm
11am - 5pm

FREE PARKING!

Adults
$9.00
Seniors
$8.00
Military ID
$5.00
Kids under 12 $FREE

SHOW SPONSORS
JASON CAMERON,
DIY NETWORK

On Stage –
Saturday ONLY!
Laugh and learn
as Jason answers
all your questions
about Man Caves
and Desperate
Landscapes.

Cash Only at the Box Office

VALID ON ONE ADULT ADMISSION ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

www.LakeConroeHomeandGardenShow.com

Start your year off right by letting us
take care of your banking needs.

Tradition Bank,
3205 College Park Dr.,
The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-273-4286
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Close-up

Event grows to one
of most popular in
community
By Brian Walzel

W

hat began as a meager Christmas party for members of The
Woodlands Area Chamber
of Commerce nearly 30 years ago has
evolved into one of the most anticipated
community events in The Woodlands.
The annual Taste of the Town, scheduled this year for Jan. 30, features dozens
of restaurants, caterers, grocers and
bakeries offering samples of their fare to
the thousands who visit The Woodlands
Marriott Hotel and Convention Center
each year.
“In 1985, the economy was weak and
the chamber was looking for new ideas to
help chamber members, but also the community,” chamber President Karen Hoylman said. “The event stemmed from the
idea of the chamber hosting a Christmas
party for its members, and for about $10, a
person or business could invite their staff
to this party.”
Hoylman said local restaurants were
also invited to bring food that would, in
turn, entice potential customers.
“It was a win-win for all — the chamber
members having a way to have a lowcost Christmas party and a win for the
restaurants to promote their business,”
Hoylman said.
That first Taste of the Town featured
about 50 booths and 1,000 attendees.
This year, the chamber is expecting more
than 120 booths and more than 6,000 in
attendance.
“Taste of the Town is a great event for
our community,” Holyman said. “It shows
our support for our area restaurants and
food service companies. It is a great time
to try out that new restaurant you may
not have visited yet or to enjoy your favorite foods.”
Ashley Byers, director of special events
for the chamber, said proceeds from Taste
of the Town help fund the chamber’s
efforts for community education programs, such as education, health care and
economic development events.
This year’s event will be from 4 to 9
p.m. Jan. 30 at the Waterway Marriott,
1601 Lake Robbins Drive. In addition to
the wide array of beverages and culinary
delights, Taste of the Town will offer an
auction with a variety of items and a Go
Texan section, highlighting Texas grown
products. Tickets are $20 for adults and
$15 for children.
For more information on the event,
visit www.tasteofthetown.org.

Photos courtesy The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce

Taste of the
Town

1

2

3

4
1 More than 6,000 people are expected to attend this year’s Taste of the Town. The first event in 1985
attracted about 1,000 people.
2 Taste of the Town features more than 120 vendors, including many local bakeries such as Gigis
Cupcakes.
3 Besides restaurants and caterers, Taste of the Town also features many local vendors, including Klein
Brothers, which offers jarred and homemade snacks and preserves.
4 In addition to restaurant offering items off their menu, several Taste of the Town vendors off homemade products such as jams and marmalades.
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Courtesy The Woodlands Christian Academy

5500 FM 2920, Spring
281-350-0300 • www.northwoodscatholic.org
Grades: Pre-K, 3rd—8th
Extracurricular activities: Cheerleading, football,
soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball, tennis, track and
field
Tuition: $7,995 per year

Christ Community School

The Woodlands Christian Academy
5800 Alden Woods, The Woodlands
936-273-2555 • www.twca.net
Grades: Pre-K (age 4)-12th
Enrollment: 450
Tuition: $10,495-$18,695
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, band, art, music,
Spanish, Latin, football, volleyball, baseball, track,
swimming, golf, basketball, theater and cheerleading

1488 Wellman Road, Shenandoah
936-321-6300 • www.christcommunityschool.org
Grades: Pre-K–6th
Enrollment: 180
Tuition: $3,000–$9,850
Extracurricular activities: Knights of Honor, afterschool care and competitions through the Association
of Christian Schools International, including spelling
bee, art festival, speech meet, math Olympics and
honor choir

Now Enrolling

Celebrating 20 years
An accredited, independent,
PK-12th grade college preparatory school

Experience The Difference
www.woodlandschristianacademy.org
5800 Academy Way, The Woodlands, TX 77384

936-273-2555

Courtesy St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School

Northwoods Catholic School

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School
7901 Bay Branch Drive, The Woodlands
281-296-0300 • www.staopcs.org
Grades: Pre-K (age 3)–8th
Enrollment: 520
Tuition: $3,900 (Pre-K, age 3)-$6,100 (K–8th)
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, band, choir, drill
team, theater, community service, National Junior
Honor Society and spirit club

The Woodlands MeThodisT school

Joyful.
ExCEllEnCE.
A dynamic, Christian learning environment with an
emphasis on high academic standards
• Low student-teacher ratios
• Daily Bible curriculum and weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs
• State certified teachers
• Expanding through the 6th grade
by 2016

Currently enrolling for kindergarten
through 4th grade.
for more information:
twmschool.org or 281.297.5959

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

FEATURES
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Courtesy The Woodlands Preparatory

2200 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands
281-297-5959 • www.twmschool.org
Grades: K–3rd, expanding through 6th grade in the fall
Enrollment: 105
Tuition: $7,284
Extracurricular activities: Science enrichment, golf,
soccer, taekwondo, Spanish, musical theater and violin

Woodlands Preparatory
27440 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands
281-516-0600 • www.woodlandsprep.org
Grades: K–12th
Enrollment: 375
Tuition: $15,000-$18,300
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, art club, library
club, cheerleading, student council, robotics, science
club, math club, National Honor Society and National
Junior Honor Society

Oak Ridge Christian Academy
27429 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North
281-298-5800 • www.oakridgechristian.org
Grades: Pre-K–12th
Enrollment: 150
Tuition: $5,900 (Pre-K), $6,900/year (K), $7,900
(1st–12th)
Extracurricular activities: Basketball, cheerleading,
chess, cross country, beta club, art, track and wrestling

pK-12
ADMISSION
OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 25 • 2 PM

Learn more about our school
and about applying for the
2014-15 academic year

Cunae International School
25823 Gosling Road, The Woodlands
281-516-3770 • www.doortomyschool.com
Grades Pre-K (age 3)–12th
Enrollment: 100
Tuition: $3,900-$15,800
Extracurricular activities: French, German, mandolin,
violin and art

Courtesy The John Cooper School

The Woodlands Methodist School

The John Cooper School

Esprit International School

One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands
281-367-0900 • www.johncooper.org
Grades: Pre-K–12th
Enrollment: 1,107
Tuition: $17,260–$21,325
Extracurricular activities: Football, baseball, softball,
volleyball, soccer, basketball, track, tennis, swimming,
golf, band, choir, theater, dance, outreach and
community service projects

4890 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-298-9200 • www.espritinternationalschool.com
Grades: Pre-K–12th
Enrollment: 125
Tuition: $7,500–$16,000
Extracurricular activities: Student council, community
service programs, school newspaper, Camp Allen and
running club

This is a non-comprehensive list of private schools in
The Woodlands area.
Note: Tuition fees are from the 2014–15 school year and
are subject to change. Registration for most area
schools begins in January or February.

Established in 1988, The John Cooper School is a recognized
leader in college preparatory independent school education.
Cooper combines traditional educational practices with
innovative programs to teach students to think, analyze,
create and take responsibility for their world.
Join us at our upcoming Admission event and
experience Cooper for yourself.

www.johncooper.org • 281.367.0900 • One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands, Texas 77381
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THE WOODLANDS HEALTH & FITNESS GUIDE 2014
Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Title Boxing Club

Pure Barre

Express Hot Yoga

3335 College Park Drive
936-202-3100

Alden Bridge Village Center
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 21
281-298-8997
www.purebarre.com

120 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 4006
281-367-2989

Crossfit Town Center
9391 Grogan’s Mill Road, Ste. B12
281-292-3053
www.crossfittowncenter.com

GYMS & HEALTH CLUBS
24 Hour Fitness

F.I.T. Human Performance

1800 Lake Woodlands Drive
281-298-2428
www.24hourfitness.com

Oasis Club and Spa for Women
1644 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 180
281-681-9992
www.oasisclubandspaforwomen.com

9420 College Park Drive, Ste. 20
936-273-5090

30340 FM 2978
281-298-3200
www.anytimefitness.com

Sally Ride Elementary
4920 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands United Methodist
Church
2200 Lake Woodlands Drive
Stonebridge Church
1 Stonebridge Church Drive
281-974-0455
www.texasbootcampllc.com

Villa Sport
4141 Technology Forest Blvd.
832-585-0822
www.villasport.com

Grogan’s Mill Village Center
2230 Buckthorne Place
832-515-1581
www.healthylifeunlimited.com

Studio A Pilates
Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 6350
713-817-5683
www.studioapilatestx.com

Define Body and Mind

YOGA & PILATES
Body + Brain

1523 Rayford Road
281-292-3344

The Yoga Studio of The
Woodlands

Pilates on Pinecroft

26603 Oak Ridge Drive
281-364-8934
www.yogastudioofthewoodlands.com

YMCA

Breathe Pilates Studio

South Montgomery County
6145 Shadowbend Place
281-367-9622

25236 Grogan’s Park Drive
281-298-5277
www.breathepilatesstudio.net

Creekside
6464 Creekside Forest Drive
832-698-1283

Woodlands Pilates

Branch Crossing
8100 Ashlane Way
281-419-2356
www.ymca.org

Fitness Connection
129 Sawdust Road
281-296-9500

Crossfit Exceed
26103 I-45 N.
832-726-2900

Years of Proven Results
Weightloss Texas Inc.
Authorized

Distributor
We now have frozen Nutrisystem foods

26832 I-45 North, Spring, TX 77386

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

281-259-9500

Cochran’s Crossing Village Center
4747 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 100
832-499-6383
www.definebody.com

Grogan’s Mill Village Center
2230 Buckthorne Place
281-292-2900

9303 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 280
832-381-2679

Courtesy YMCA

Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive

Healthy Life Unlimited

8000 McBeth Way
713-515-0630
www.rydenowcycling.com

Lifestyle Fitness Center

10860 Kuykendahl Road
281-292-2831

Texas Boot Camp

Rydenow Cycling

27240 Glen Loch Drive
832-813-8010
9110 Forest Crossing Drive
281-292-4883
www.lifestylefitnesscenter.com

Anytime Fitness

8000 McBeth Way, Ste. 140
832-482-2517
www.bikramyogathewoodlands.com

4810 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 107
281-883-8088
www.woodlandspilates.com

Pilates Place of The Woodlands
30420 FM 2978
281-419-3131
www.pilatesplaceofthewoodlands.com

The Woodlands Yoga Studio
25126 Grogan’s Park Drive
936-271-1485
www.thewoodlandsyogastudio.com

PERSONAL TRAINERS
Innovative Fitness - Phil Wendt
Fitness bootcamps at Northshore Park
936-203-6359
www.bootcampswoodlands.com

$164.00
Two Week Trial

$55.00
5-Day Package

You Pick 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 5 dinners & 5 snacks

The Woodlands Edition • January 2014

A Healthier Lifestyle

Foot Locker

Carole Goodpastor
832-978-6584
www.ahealthierlifestyle.com

The Woodlands Mall
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1088
281-364-9033
www.footlocker.com

Healthy Life Unlimited

Luke’s Locker
Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1060
281-419-0326
www.lukeslocker.com

File photo

7 Switchbud Place
832-257-0909
www.healthylifeunlimited.com

One 30 Fitness

Bike Lane

27326 Robinson Road, Ste. 213
281-419-3900
www.one30fitness.com

Sam Moon Shopping Center
17937 I-45 S.
936-321-0200
www.bikelanehouston.com

My Fit Foods

Woodridge Plaza
27800 I-45 N.
281-602-1287
www.myfitfoods.com

Lululemon
Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 820
281-298-0673
www.lululemon.com

Cycles TX
The Woodlands Waterway District
1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 160
832-663-2631
www.cyclestx.com

Vitamin Shoppe

New Balance

10868 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. D
281-298-0050
www.newbalance.com

Portofino Shopping Center
19075 I-45 N., Ste. 700
936-321-2234
www.vitamineshoppe.com

Sports Authority

Weightloss Texas

26832 I-45 N.
281-259-9500
www.weightlosstexas.com

Matt Stephens

Portofino Shopping Center
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 105
936-321-2550
www.sportsauthority.com

Camp Gladiator
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Programs at several area parks
832-444-2208
www.campgladiator.com

Academy Sports & Outdoors
Pinecroft Center
1360 Lake Woodlands Drive
281-298-4400
www.academy.com

BICYCLE RETAILERS

Busy Body

Bikeland

Portofino Shopping Center
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 121C
936-271-3600
www.busybodyhouston.com

19189 I-45 S., Ste. B
281-362-9253
www.bikelandusa.com

Finish Line

Bike Resource
Cochrans’ Crossing Village Center
4747 Research Forest Drive
281-367-9495
www.bikeresourcetexas.com

The Woodlands Mall
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1186
281-419-6976
www.finishline.com

Matt Stephens

FITNESS SUPPLY STORES
HEALTH FOOD &
VITAMIN STORES
GNC

The Woodlands Health
Market
427 Sawdust Road
281-367-0002
www.woodlandshealthmarket.com

Alden Bridge Shopping Center
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 325
281-292-0580
www.gnc.com
251 Sawdust Road
281-364-9098
www.gnc.com
The Woodlands Mall
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 2006
281-298-8666
www.gnc.com
Portofino Shopping Center
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 111E
281-273-5941
www.gnc.com

This is not a comprehensive guide
of fitness options, gyms and retail
outlets offering fitness equipment in
The Woodlands, Shenandoah or Oak
Ridge North areas.

TILE & STONE
HARDWOOD
LAMINATE • CARPET
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
BACKSPLASHES
AND MUCH MORE
HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

TILE

CARPET
find us on

WE COVER IT ALL

24627 I-45 North • 832-813-0813
(between Hardy Toll & Sawdust)

873 S. Mason Rd.

10009 Hwy. 6 South

(Katy Location)

(between Bissonnet & Old Richmond)

281-564-1345

281-564-1345
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What 2014 Homebuyers Need-To-Know
to WIN in a Sizzling Seller’s Market like The Woodlands, Texas
2013 will go down as the most sizzling Seller’s Market on record. 2014 will trump 2013 with new record breaking activity,
challenge and triumph.

The Woodlands Texas | Months Supply of Inventory Real Estate Report
Month’s Supply of “For Sale” Listing Inventory – December 28th, 2013

The prepared buyer will WIN. We’d like to help you WIN.

Here are 3 tips for finding the best
property for you and yours in a
sizzling sellers market.
TIP #1: FIRST-TO-KNOW LIGHTNING ALERTS

PRICE RANGE

IT’S NO SECRET!
IT’S A MUSCLE BOUND
SELLER’S MARKET!

Here’s the situation: Real estate economists tell us that six
months supply of available For Sale Listing Inventory represents
a balanced real estate market. Take a look at the Months Supply
of Inventory picture to the right.

Real estate economists tell us that six months
supply of available For Sale Listing Inventory
represents a balanced real estate market. The
smaller the Months Supply Of Inventory the more
muscular the Seller’s Market.

When selection is thin and swift selling, being the First-To-Know
about hot new inventory is an advantage for you.
Here’s how First-To-Know Lightning Alerts work. Tell us everything you’re looking for in your new home (style, design,
location, amenities, schools, etc.). We condense your needs
into a concise Buyer-Needs profile (protecting your identity and
private information) and program our software to match your
buyer-needs to fire off an instant alert heartbeats after it appears on the Multiple Listing Service (MLS).
Your instant alerts include photos and detailed property information sent directly to your email inbox. The service is free. To
get your personalized First-To-Know Lightning Alerts delivered
directly to your email box contact your favorite Gary Greene Pro
at 281-367-3531.

TIP #2: POCKET LISTINGS AND PRIVATE SALES
We’re seeing off-the-MLS-radar properties selling via Pocket
Listing whisper campaigns and real estate agent grapevine
networks. Knowing about private off-MLS listing inventory is an
advantage for you.
Here’s how Pocket Listings work. Prior to mass marketing via
the MLS, Pocket Listings are privately promoted by the listing
agent to a network of select agents via email broadcast, text
message, phone calls and personal conversations. When a
match is made private viewing appointments are conveniently
coordinated , offers are negotiated, contracts are signed, escrow opened and everyone proceeds smiling to closing. Welcome to the neighborhood.:-)
Also, we exchange Pocket Listing, Private Sale and Coming
Soon properties via our Better Homes And Gardens Real Estate
Gary Greene company wide online bulletin board, which connects over eight hundred pro real estate agents throughout the
Greater Houston Area.
Using First-To-Know- Lightning Alerts and plugging yourself
into the Coming Soon and Pocket Listings property information
network will help you find out about hot new listings inventory
before your less informed and unconnected home buying competitors.
If you’d like more information about how to tap into the Pocket
Listing agent network contact your favorite Gary Greene agent
directly or call them at the office: 281-367-3531.

Here’s how the Buyer-Needs Network Strategy works. Tell us
everything you’re looking for in your new home (style, design,
location, amenities, schools, etc.). We condense your needs
into a concise Buyer-Needs profile (protecting your identity and
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private information) and broadcast your Buyer-Needs request
to top performing listing agents who may have Pocket Listing
inventory, private sale opportunities and ”Coming Soon” listings
that match what you’re looking for. Buyer-Needs are broadcast
via eMail, text message, phone calls, personal conversations.
Also, we exchange Buyer-Needs via our Better Homes And
Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene company wide online bulletin board, which connects over eight hundred pro real estate
agents throughout the Greater Houston Area.

TIP #1: UNDERSTAND THE MARKET. SEE
WHAT THE SELLER IS SEEING:
Low inventory. • Rising prices. • Multiple offers. • Fast sales.
• Construction cranes everywhere. • Daily news about how
awesome the local real estate market economy. • Thousands
of qualified homebuyers moving to the area.

TIP #2: MOVE FAST.

Using the Lightning Alert and Buyer-Needs Network Strategies
will help you find out about hot new listings inventory before
your less informed and unconnected home buying competitors.

When you find your dream home don’t hem-haw. Be a bullet.
Squeeze the trigger and submit your offer swiftly before competing buyers snatches it from your grasp.

To discuss how to get started and tap into insider information,
contact your trusted Gary Greene agent directly or call them at
the office: 281-367-3531.

TIP #3: DON’T GO FOR THE STEAL! SEAL THE
DEAL.

TIP #3: BUYER-NEEDS NETWORK STRATEGY
This strategy is sort of like the Pocket Listing Strategy for sellers, except it works for Buyers. Do you see a pattern developing? One of the keys to your success is tapping into a pool of
available inventory that is unknown to the disconnected.

MONTHS SUPPLY OF INVENTORY

Less than $200,000

Homes are selling fast too!

DAYS
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Here are 5 Tips On How to write a winning offer in sizzling seller’s market.
Congratulations. Now that you’ve found the best property for
you and yours, you’ve won half the battle. The next challenge to
be conquered is submitting a winning offer. We’ve helped thousands of buyers win in multiple offers and other competitive situations. As a result, we know what works and what flops. Here’s
a list of proven tips to help you and yours write a winning offer.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Full price and over list price offers are common in this seller’s
market. Don’t be embarrassed to offer full price or more when
necessary. Keep in mind; your mortgage company will complete
a property value appraisal. If the property doesn’t appraise for
the contract price you can always bail or renegotiate.

TIP #4: STAND OUT.
Sweeten the terms of your offer without paying more.
Here’s how: Offer a larger down payment. • Make a bigger
earnest money deposit. • Amp up the Option Fee. • Shorten
trigger point deadlines and exit clauses for things like the Option Period and days for financing approval. • Provide the seller

with written mortgage pre-approval from your lender. • Include
a flexible and seller friendly closing date. • Consider a possible
seller lease back. • Share a personal letter to the seller sharing
a little bit about yourself and your situation sometimes helps the
seller choose one bidding buyers offer over the other.

TIP #5: REPAIR REALITIES.
After your contract is executed you’ll have an opportunity to
have the property inspected. Because you’re not buying a brand
new home it’s common to turn up a long or short list of items
that aren’t perfect. Understand that in a seller’s market a seller
is less inclined to pay for the repair of cosmetic items. Have
your agent get a bid on the inspection items you’d like to have
completed. If the seller won’t pay for them don’t get angry or
take your eyes off your prize, your real estate agent will have
the names and numbers of reputable repair and home improvement people who can get the job done for you fast and affordably. Don’t lose out because the seller won’t make the property
perfect or spend a few hundred dollars in cosmetic type repairs.
If you like it, own it.
The bottom line for buyers: Use these tips and you’ll successfully navigate seller’s market realities with a smile and success.
Good luck, speed and grace. If we can be helpful contact one of
our Pro agents directly or call 281-367-3531.
Note: Market data provided by Houston Association Of Realtors, Multiple Listings Service.
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texas

Two centuries later, the job remains the same
By Brett Thorne

B

etween “Walker, Texas Ranger” and
“Lonesome Dove,” the Texas Rangers have inspired their fair share of
tales, but the truth about the storied law
enforcement outfit is far more dramatic
than anything that could fit on a screen—
silver or otherwise.
The agency began in 1823 as a group
of 10 men who collected land rights from
the Mexican government in exchange for
patrolling the Texas range and warding off
Comanche raids.
“We had a lot of Native American allies
because we were fighting against their
main enemy,” said Amanda Crowley,
research librarian at the Texas Ranger Hall
of Fame and Museum in Waco. “Everyone
was against the Comanche. They were like
the New York Yankees. They were tough
and good at what they did, but nobody
liked them.”
The Rangers were still a relatively new
outfit when a prisoner exchange gone
wrong led to one of the bloodiest conflicts
in the organization’s history: the Battle
of Plum Creek on Aug. 12, 1840, near
present-day Lockhart. The Comanche and

Rangers exchanged gunfire on horseback,
but the Native Americans were so heavily laden with plunder—cattle, horses,
dry goods and whatever else they could
carry—that the Rangers were easily able to
defeat the retreating fighters.
The battle reportedly claimed the lives
of 80 Comanche and 11 Rangers. It is
memorialized with a historical marker at
the intersection of Hwy. 142 and US 183
in Lockhart.
After the Civil War, the agency’s ranks
ballooned to include close to 1,000 men, by
Crowley’s estimation. A 1911 Texas House
bill trimmed the Rangers’ ranks to 80 men
and raised their pay to $90 per month for
privates, $100 per month for sergeants and
$150 per month for captains.
Boom and busted
The oil boom of the 1920s and 1930s
brought industrialization and population growth to cities throughout Texas—
along with it came all sorts of people.
“Down south during this time, shanty
towns were popping up overnight in Texas,
and they would have prostitution, gambling

www.AmericasFamilyDental.com

Our
Emphasis
is on
Family

Courtesy Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum

Texas Rangers

The Texas Rangers were required to provide their own tack, including saddles, throughout most of the
organization’s existence. The automobile began to replace the horse in 1919.

and all those things,” Crowley said.
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow began
their infamous crime spree throughout
the Midwest in 1932. Barrow and Parker
robbed a dozen banks and killed nine
police officers. Law enforcement seemed
always two steps behind the duo.
In 1934, former Texas Ranger Frank
Hamer was put on the case after Barrow
orchestrated a jailbreak for members of
his gang that left Texas’ law enforcement
agencies with a collective black eye.
The chase took Hamer across Texas and
into Louisiana, but on May 23, 1934, on
a dirt road in Louisiana, Hamer accomplished what no other law enforcement
agency had been able to manage in more
than two years: he and a posse of three
other men ambushed and killed Parker
and Barrow. It had taken him 102 days.

The Bonnie and Clyde case, along with
a radio show called “The Lone Ranger,”
which premiered in 1933, further raised
the Rangers’ profile and added to the
Texas-sized myth surrounding it.
The modern Ranger
For all the differences between the first
group of Rangers organized by Stephen
F. Austin in 1823 and the collection of
150 men and women who patrol the
state’s highways and investigate its darkest corners today, there are some things
that never change.
Rangers are required to don their signature hats for work, and they all still wear
the signature five-pointed star badge.
Although the car has replaced the
horse and the guns have gotten bigger,
the idea is the same: stop the bad guys.

Who do you turn to when you have a family
business, wealth preservation or tax issue?
You turn to the expert who has handled these complex
issues for over twenty-five years as a large firm partner
and as the owner of a boutique firm.

We provide counsel
and expertise on:
• Asset Protection
• All Forms of General
& Cosmetic Dentistry
• Same Day Emergency
Appointments

• Sedation Dentistry
• Nitrous Oxide
• Invisalign

8 Lumineers

for $5,695!
regular price is $9,253.

Available to the first 7 patients who
contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.

• Tax and Charitable Planning

• Implants
• Lumineers
• Same Day Crowns

• Trust and Estate Planning
• Family Business Issues with a
Focus on Succession Planning,

New PATieNT SPeCiAL!
Free
exAm

(or)

Free TeeTh
whiTeNiNg

Includes consultation,
exam & necessary x-rays

After paid cleaning, exam
& x-rays at normal fee

A savings of $199.

A savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

Good for 30 days.

New Patients & walk-ins
Are Always welcome!

Exit Strategies and Business
Transactions
Steven J. Clausen
• Probate
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)*
• Trust and Estate Litigation

New Year, New Smile!
Two Convenient Locations to Serve You – Call Now!
Tomball
Spring
616 West Main Street

1100 Rayford Road, Suite 100

www.TomballLumineers.com

www.WoodlandsLumineers.com

281.290.8000

281.602.8843

*
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com
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TOP STORIES

Individual
Penalities

Child
2014:

2014:

$95 per adult or 1%*

2015:

$47.50 per child

2015:

$325 per adult or 2%*

$162.50 per child

2016 & beyond:

2016 & beyond:

$695 per adult or 2.5%*

$347.50 per child

Family
2014:

$285 per family or 1%*

2015:

$975 per family or 2%*
2016 & beyond:

$2,085 per family or 2.5%*

*Percentage of family income, whichever is higher

Employer
Penalties

Mid-sized and large employers will be required
to provide coverage to their full-time employees
beginning in 2015.

Employers with at least 50 full-time equivalent employees must offer adequate
insurance to its employees or face a tax penalty beginning Jan. 1, 2015.
An employee must work an average of 30 hours or more a week
to be considered full time.
Employers who do not provide coverage will pay $2,000 per employee for every
full-time employee not covered after the first 30 employees.
An employer with majority ownership, or 50% in multiple businesses that total 50
full-time equivalent employees, will pay penalties for each business for not providing
coverage to full-time employees.

Full story by David Pollan

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation

Adult

Tomball and Magnolia As
the rollout of the Affordable Care
Act—often dubbed Obamacare—goes
into effect, with it comes changes
and uncertainty, not just for the local
health care industry, but also for
Tomball and Magnolia residents.
“I don’t see many major changes in
our services and products with what we
provide to the community,” said Richard
Ervin, chief financial officer for Tomball
Regional Medical Center. “The changes we
are seeing [are] basically trying to assist
patients and be able to provide education
to patients regarding the Affordable Care
Act, but as far as patient care services,
those are not changing.”
Beginning Oct. 1, uninsured individuals
nationwide were able to sign up through
the federal health care exchange.

Harris County will see
benefits from restored
mental health dollars

Individuals who are not covered by health
insurance will have to pay tax penalties
beginning in 2014.

Source: ProHealth Strategies and Oman, Berry Associates

‘Obamacare’ brings
changes, uncertainty

Cy Fair The restoration of $332 million in funding for mental health and substance-use disorders
by the Texas Legislature will have far-reaching
effects in Harris County, where 500,000 adults and
150,000 children are affected by a mental illness.
Waiting lists for public providers such as the Mental Health and Mental Retardation Authority of Harris
County have been chock-full—until this year. The additional funding will have one of the largest impacts on the
state’s waiting list, with $46 million earmarked for eliminating it statewide, said Andrea Yusonga, director of policy and government relations for Mental Health America
of Greater Houston.
“It will have a huge impact on Harris County, because
at the beginning of this year we had 1,600 people waiting
to receive mental health services,” she said.
MHMRA is in the process of expanding its treatment
teams by 2,500 outpatient slots each month and intends
to zero-out the organization’s waiting list.
Full story by Marie Leonard

TOP STORIES
Officials with the Harris County Flood Control District offered several possible
solutions to mitigate future flooding from Cypress Creek into Addicks Reservoir. One
proposal involves building a collection berm, creating conveyance methods to guide
water to Addicks Reservoir and building a water storage basin in upper Cypress.

1. Upper Cypress Storage
290

2. Conservation Area and Berm
99

529

3. Conveyance to Bear Creek
HOUSTON
SAM

4. Addicks Reservoir

Map not to scale

Proposals emerge to manage
overflow at Cypress Creek
and Addicks Reservoir
Cy Fair Officials with the Harris County Flood
Control District revealed several methods to deal with
flooding in the Cypress Creek and Addicks Reservoir watersheds at a Nov. 7 public meeting based on
studies that have taken place over the past year.
Although floods in these watersheds do not occur often
under current conditions, HCFCD is looking for ways to
prepare for future development in west Harris County,
which is expected to make flooding more of an issue. Census data for this segment of west Harris County projects
the population in the area will increase from 300,000 to
540,000 throughout the next 50 years.

“Right now, Cypress Creek overflow is occurring
in areas that are predominately undeveloped or partially developed,” said Dena Green, study manager
in HCFCD’s engineering and construction division.
“However, we’ve seen a lot of information that indicates
west Harris County will undergo a rapid increase in
population. If that occurs, we think there are going to
be some pretty dramatic land use changes.”
Cypress Creek overflow—when water flows southward out of Cypress Creek Watershed into the Addicks
Reservoir Watershed—happens approximately every
eight to 10 years, Green said. During especially heavy
rains, overflow will continue into the tributary system
and ultimately drain into the Addicks Reservoir.
“Although the Addicks Reservoir has a large storage
capacity, we need to be cognizant of its limit and rate of
discharge,” Green said.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Source: Harris County Flood Control District

Upcoming Events
Wild
lli
Vineyards
Vi
d
W ld SStallion
ll
V
5969 West Rayford Rd. Spring, TX 77389
www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Couple's Cooking Class { February 14th }
Festival of Wine, Music and Food Yelba Performing { March 15 }
Festival of Wine, Music and Food Ezra Charles Performing { March 22 }
Festival of Wine, Music and Food Fab 5 Performing { March 29 }
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Business

IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

Haras Hacienda

David Pollan

Haras breeds Portuguese Lusitano horses.
Decker Prairie Rd.
Peden Rd.

Tomball and Magnolia Carmina Zamorano conceptualized the idea
for her business, Haras Hacienda, while
she was pregnant with her third child
and bored from sitting around all day.
She had moved from Mexico to her
summer home in The Woodlands at the
request of her husband for some rest and
relaxation while pregnant. Zamorano
would spend the majority of her time in
Magnolia on property she and her husband had purchased years before to breed
and train horses, and it was during this
time she envisioned something greater
for the property.
“I came here and built up Haras,
because I was sitting around all day and
had nothing to do,” Zamorano said. “I
just started dreaming of having a nice
place to bring friends and family to
enjoy, but once we had that, we figured
why not share it.”

Cy-Fair Whoop U, a locally owned
business that sells Texas A&M
apparel, gear and sports, opened in
early December at 24120 Hwy. 290,
Ste. 200, in Cypress. Owners Nathan
and Stacey Leonard carry items for
men, women and children at the
store.
www.facebook.com/WhoopUCypress

249

Decker Prairie Rosehill Rd.

26427 Peden Rd.
Magnolia • 281-259-4861
Hours: Mon.–Thu., Sun. 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.;
Fri.–Sat. 11:30 a.m.–10 p.m.
www.harashacienda.com

Full story by David Pollan

Dining

Tomball and Magnolia
Snookie’s Fish Camp & Grill owner
Racheal Holyfield wanted to bring
an Alabama tradition to Tomball—a
simple and casual fish camp restaurant where residents can dine
on all-you-can-eat catfish, bottomless hush puppies and coleslaw.
She opened the restaurant across from
the Historic Tomball Depot a year ago,
serving a mix of fish, hamburgers and
steak in a laid-back, rustic atmosphere.
Full story by Tamra Santana

Tamara Santana

Snookies Fish Camp
and Grill

The Buffalo bacon and blue cheese burger is a specialty.
106 Market St.
Tomball • 832-559-8862
Hours: Tue.–Wed. 5–9 p.m.; Thu.–Sat. 11
a.m.–9 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
www.facebook.com/fishcamping

BMW SERVICE AND REPAIR YOU CAN DEPEND ON

Cy-Fair A new dancehall, Masones
Saloon, opened this fall at 11133
Huffmeister Road in Cypress. With
the same owners as local restaurant
Masones Bar and Grill, the new
dancehall features live music every
Thursday night and has a full bar.
Masones Saloon is open Wednesday
through Saturday nights.
281-374-0163
Cy-Fair Black Walnut Cafe
opened its new Vintage Park location
Dec. 19 at 10623 Louetta Road. A
contemporary American restaurant,
Black Walnut offers dishes ranging
from lobster tacos to pot roast to
chicken Parmesan. The restaurant
also offers cocktails, wine and beer,
and gelato.
281-251-6900.
www.blackwalnutcafe.com
Tomball Sorella’s Trattoria
opened in November at 413 W. Main
St. The restaurant offers traditional
Italian, Tuscan-style entrees, made
from scratch. Sorella’s Trattoria
emphasizes fresh ingredients,
and many of its herbs, fruits and
vegetables are from local farmers
markets. The restaurant is open for
lunch and dinner daily, and serves
breakfast Saturday and Sunday,
offering mostly European-style
entrees, including crepes, pastries
and made-to-order omelettes.
832-239-0325.
www.facebook.com/sorellastrattoria

Our Benefits for You:
QUALITY - BMW Factory Trained
Certified Technicians

WARRANTY - 12 months / 12k mile
CONVENIENCE - Free Customer Shuttle
SAME DAY SERVICE - On most repairs

Tomball Six Shooter Junction
opened its second location in
November at 17645 FM 1488,
Magnolia. The ladies boutique sells
clothing and accessories, including
Corkys flip flops and Western boots.
Owner Dana Frazier says she offers
reasonable prices and emphasizes
customer service. Frazier opened her
first Six Shooter Junction boutique
four years ago at 510 10th St.,
Hempstead. 281-259-7134.
www.sixshooterjunction.net
Cypress Grape and Grain opened
in November at 24914 Hwy. 249,
Tomball. The retail store sells supplies
for making wine at home and brewing
beer. Cypress Grape and Grain also
offers classes.
832-557-0935.
www.cypressgrapeandgrain.com
Tomball Vuelve a La Vida
Mariscos & Sports Bar opened
Nov. 22 at 22400 Hwy. 249, Houston.
The restaurant offers authentic
Mexican seafood. The restaurant
has 80 televisions that line the walls.
Vuelve a La Vida Mariscos has a
closed-in patio, with televisions and
air conditioning and heaters. Food
specialities include empanadas,
enchiladas, tostadas with tilapia or
chorizo and soups including gumbo.
832-559-3709.
www.vuelvemariscos.com
Tomball Vintage Station opened
Nov. 29 at 107 W. Main St., Tomball.
The boutique offers vintage and
antiques, including decor, furniture
and clothing. The vintage styles
offered at the store include French
farmhouse, rustic chic and Spanish
revival. In the spring, Vintage Station
will expand to include vintage garden
items and vintage lodge decor,
including fishing and hunting.
832-843-7244. sixshooterjunction.net

Ken L. Ferguson, D.M.D.

HAVING A BEAUTIFUL SMILE
JUST GOT MORE AFFORDABLE
At our office, we take pride in our excellent service.
As a preferred provider for your dental plan, we offer
great care at affordable prices.

COMPLIMENTARY HAND CAR WASH
WE UUSE GENUINE OEM PARTS ONLY

Family Owned & Operated. Celebrating 11 years in business!
Call today to schedule your appointme
appointment

COMPLIMENTARY WHITENING

Any Repair or Maintenance Service of $100 or More

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$100 OFF
*Cannot combine with any other offers. Expires February 19, 2014

IN NETWORK WITH MOST INSURANCE

$350 Value. For new patients with cleaning,
exam & X-rays. One per person.
Not valid with other offers.

Any Repair or Maintenance Service of $250 or More

281-233-0111 • www.BimmerWorkshop.com
3421 FM 1960 West, Humble, TX77338 • Monday–Friday: 7:30am–6pm

Any Repair or Maintenance Service of $750 or More

0
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FM 196

Sawdust Rd.
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Call Today: 281-298-5225
25210 Grogan’s Mill Rd., Suite A
The Woodlands, TX 77380

www.grogansmilldental.com

COMPLIMENTARY EXAM
Includes consultation, exam and X-ray.
One per person. Not valid with other offers.
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the city of Shenandoah and the HoustonGalveston Area Council.
The study likely will not be completed
until the fall, but the RUD, township and
Precinct 3 compiled an early list of shortterm projects that could be addressed soon,
Noack said.
“We knew what intersections needed
improvements,” he said. “I talked with the
RUD and the township and we worked
together to create a large group of projects.”
Among the 37 intersection improvements are extending turn lanes at Woodlands Parkway and Kuykendahl Road,
adding turn lanes at Timberloch Place and
Grogan’s Mill Road, and installing traffic signals at Lake Front Circle and Lake
Woodlands Drive.
Heineman said adding or extending turn
lanes reduces traffic back up into main
lanes, which is a problem at several intersections throughout The Woodlands.
“You can solve that problem by lengthening the turn lane or increasing the amount
of green [light] time,” he said. “But increasing green [light] time reduces it at another
light. So you need to move traffic through
the intersection in the same amount of
time. You do that by lengthening the turn
lane or dual left turn lanes.”
Matt Beasley, project manager for Precinct
3, said extending a turn lane 200 feet could
add an additional 10 cars to a turn lane.
“Most, if not all, the intersections where
we think there are problems are on the list,”
Heineman said.
Grade separations
Heineman said the two planned grade
separations at Research Forest Drive and
Grogan’s Mill Road, and at Lake Woodlands Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, could
be constructed as either overpasses or
underpasses. Heineman said underpasses
typically cost more to construct and present more challenges with drainage issues.
The two grade separations will cost a total
of $12.3 million, nearly two-thirds the total
cost of the entire program. Of that amount,
the RUD will pay $11.5 million, Precinct 3
$510,000 and the township, $200,000.
An overpass at Research Forest Drive
and Grogan’s Mill Road was initially proposed by The Woodlands Development
Company in April 2012 to be placed on
the 2013–16 Transportation Improvement
Plan. But the project garnered strong opposition from city of Shenandoah officials,
who cited a lack of communication with
the city from Woodlands officials about the
project, while also saying engineers did not
consider other alternatives.
“I understand they are studying what
they are going to do at that intersection,
that they are looking at the alternatives,
which was one of the points of contention,”
Shenandoah City Administrator Greg
Smith said. “We’re excited that alternatives
are being looked at. But the project is not in
the city limits, and they have assured us it

What is the The Woodlands RUD No. 1 ?
The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1 is a taxing entity with boundaries that generally comprise most of Town Center and businesses along Research Forest Drive to
Grogan’s Mill Road. The RUD levies a 36-cent property tax rate on commercial and retail businesses and one home within Town Center. The RUD issues bonds backed by
the tax revenue to pay for road improvements throughout The Woodlands, primarily in cases in which the county cannot do so.

Who does WHAT?
The Woodlands RUD No. 1

Montgomery County Precinct 3

The Woodlands Township

What it does do: The RUD helps pay for

What it does do: Precinct 3 pays for road

What it does do: Since establishing a

new road improvements to existing roads and
new roadways throughout The Woodlands,
particularly in cases in which the county is unable
to fully fund a particular project. The RUD uses
money generated from a property tax levied on
commercial and retail businesses and one home
in Town Center.

improvements in The Woodlands and portions
of south Montgomery County within the precinct
boundaries. Once new roads are constructed and
a one-year maintenance period ends, the county
then adopts the road. The county also maintains
all traffic signals throughout The Woodlands and
Rayford Road corridor. The county uses money
generated from residential property tax revenue.

transportation fund for its fiscal year 2014
budget, The Woodlands Township has the ability
to support township transit and transportation
projects and programs. The township also pays
for streetside landscaping and walkways. Money
is generated through a residential property tax.

What it does not do: The RUD does

What it does not do: The township does
not build new roads, pay for road improvements
or maintain roadways in The Woodlands. It is not
affiliated with The Woodlands RUD.

What it does not do: Since The Woodlands
is privately owned, the county does not build new
roads in the community. It can, however, build
new roads on properties outside The Woodlands
boundaries.

not maintain or replace existing roadways. It
also does not levy taxes against residents or
residential properties.

Who is PAYING for what?
Total project cost: $19.6 MILLION
6.12% 7.14%
Montgomery County Precinct 3: $1.2 million

82.65%
The Woodlands Township: $1.4 million

The Woodlands RUD: $16.2 million

Long-term improvements
In addition to the lane and signal improvements and the grade separations, mobility
planners have identified several long-term mobility improvements they hope to see
completed in the next several years.
The projects have yet to receive funding, but Robert Heineman, spokesman for the
RUD and vice president of planning for The Woodlands Development Company,
said the goal is for these projects to earn federal funding. In that instance, he said,

the RUD, the county and the township would likely work together to provide the
required 20 percent local matching funds for the projects.
“The idea on these long-term projects is to leverage some of the money coming
into Houston,” Heineman said.

Proposed projects
• Northbound-to-westbound direct connector at I-45 and Research Forest Drive – $6 million
• Construct grade separation at Woodlands Parkway and Gosling Road – $7.5 million
• Construct grade separation at Woodlands Parkway at Woodloch Forest Drive and Six Pines Drive – $25 million
• Widen Grogan’s Mill Road to six lanes from Woodlands Parkway to Research Forest Drive – $7.5 million
• Widen Lake Woodlands Drive to six lanes from the entrance to The Woodlands Mall to Gosling Road – $5.2 million

will not be in city limits.”
Despite the initial opposition, Noack
said he would support the project. Heineman said the grade separation at Research
Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road has
been on The Woodlands master plan for
more than 25 years.
About 35,000 vehicles travel along
Research Forest Drive through the Grogan’s
Mill Road intersection each day, according
to an annual traffic survey conducted by
the Development Company.
Alex Sutton, spokesman for the RUD
and co-president of The Woodlands
Development Company, said traffic along
Research Forest Drive is likely to increase
as development continues at Hughes
Landing and Research Forest Lakeside,
two large-scale mixed-use developments
on Research Forest Drive.
“For the traffic through Town Center to
the residential sections of Research Forest, to be able to remove that stop is really
important,” Sutton said.

Sutton said the overpass at Woodlands
Parkway and Grogan’s Mill Road was constructed for similar reasons.
“We know how well it works,” he said.
Signal improvements
While the RUD and the county are paying for the lane improvements and grade
separations, the township is taking on the
task of funding new signal technology
improvements throughout The Woodlands.
Township general manager Don Norrell
said the township is spending more than
$1.4 million for its part in the program to
install the new signals.
“What we’re finding from our residents
is that mobility is one of our most important issues,” Norrell said. “Our goal is to
improve the overall traffic flow and the
township felt we had a chance to do that
with this opportunity.”
The majority of the traffic signal
improvements will occur along the three
major east-west arteries in The Woodlands:

Research Forest Drive, Lake Woodlands
Drive and Woodlands Parkway.
Among the benefits of re-timing traffic signals are reduced traffic delays, fewer
stops at stoplights and reduced fuel consumption, according to a report conducted
by the Texas Transportation Institute. The
report also stated signal re-timings are
often most effective when combined with
lane enhancements.
“If all these projects are built, it will satisfy the needs over the next five years in The
Woodlands,” Heineman said. “Traffic analysis show [the improvements] would accommodate the existing traffic in The Woodlands
and future growth. So there is a solution to
the mobility issues. There is now the beginning of a coordinated effort between the
funding entities to solve the problems.”
Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

What is the best way to reduce traffic congestion
throughout The Woodlands?
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The Woodlands Township, The Woodlands Road Utility
District No. 1 and Montgomery County Precinct 3 have
joined together to fund more than $19 million in mobility
enhancements throughout The Woodlands. This map
shows where those improvements will be made, and what
changes will be made at each intersection.
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Traffic SOLUTIONS

Grade separations - Will be either an
overpass or an underpass at intersections
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Oak Ridge North

Shenandoah

Mobility study

Mobility study

Public spaces plan

Park renovations

Results of the South Montgomery County Mobility Study could offer
solutions to the possible re-routing of Robinson Road, as well as the
overpass at Robinson Road and I-45. ($25,000)

Results of the South Montgomery County Mobility Study could provide
mobility solutions to congestion on Research Forest Drive, as well as
roadways east of I-45. ($25,000)

This plan will continue work included in the city’s comprehensive plan,
studying the feasibility, aesthetics and locations of various amenities,
including parks, pathways, branding features and a possible town
center. ($50,000)

After more than a year of planning, the city’s park will see substantial
improvements in 2014, including a spray ground, adult fitness
equipment, pavilion improvements and re-surfaced sports courts.
($1.7 million)

Infrastructure projects

Pathways

The city will see the completion of its ongoing water plant and sewer
rehabilitation projects in 2014, while also re-surfacing city streets
and performing a storm sewer evaluation on the city’s north side.
($9-plus million)

Fire safety

Emergency Services District No. 8 will begin moving its headquarters
to Oak Ridge North in 2014, constructing a new fire station east of the
city’s business park along Robinson Road that should open in 2015.

TIRZ

A consultant will present a proposal to the city regarding the possibility
of a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone, a funding mechanism that
could use redevelopment along I-45 to fund infrastructure east of
Hanna Road. ($50,000)

Hotel development: Oak Ridge North could see the city’s first
hotel and conference center break ground on the southeast corner of
Robinson Road and I-45.

N S T RU C T IO N

•

• UNDER CONST RUCTION • UNDER CONST R

The city will continue connecting its pathways in 2014, including a
path along Wellman Road that will connect the city’s park to Vision
Park Boulevard.

Solar-powered streetlights

THE WOODLANDS
Mobility study

Results of the South Montgomery County Mobility Study could have farreaching effects for mobility in The Woodlands region. ($50,000)

Transit study

Results of The Woodlands’ transit study will report on the efficiency
of the community’s park and rides and trolley system while providing
solutions to the Town Center’s population density problems. ($60,000)

Park and rides

The Woodlands Township will begin taking over the three park and rides
from the Brazos Transit District in 2014 with a decision looming whether
to buy or lease the 30 buses long term.
(No financial impact in 2014)

Shadowbend Park

The Shenandoah Valley subdivision will see 82 new solar-powered
streetlights installed early in 2014. ($856,000)

The village park in Cochran’s Crossing will get a facelift in 2014,
including a spray ground, a climbing feature for the pool and new
playground equipment. ($1.3 million)

Residential development

Sports complex

As many as 150 new homes could break ground or be completed in
Parkgate Reserve, The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, Marion and Lily in
2014, while Pelican Homes could break ground on 100-plus homes on
Vision Park Boulevard.

Hotel development

Construction has already began on a Courtyard Hotel (124 rooms) and
a Home 2 Suite (116 rooms), while a 166-room Holiday Inn and a 120room Staybridge Suites could see construction begin in 2014.
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Planning will continue for a sports complex on a 26-acre site on Gosling
Road adjacent to the Research Forest park and ride that could provide
four to six multi-purpose fields. ($4.5 million–$6 million)

Fire Station No. 2

Expected to take about a year, significant renovations will begin on Fire
Station No. 2 early in 2014. ($1.75 million)

N
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Sources: The Woodlands
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of Oak Ridge North.

Shenandoah could approve a
bid for park renovations.
Construction will begin on
Shadowbend Park renovations.

Oak Ridge North could
announce its first hotel.

Pondera Park will go to bid.
The Woodlands will
receive bids for Fire
Station No. 2 renovations.

Streetlight installation will be
complete in Shenandoah Valley.
Oak Ridge North will make a
street-resurfacing schedule.
Oak Ridge North will receive a
TIRZ proposal.

January

The township could reach an
agreement for the donation of
the sports complex site.

Shenandoah could make a
decision on a possible CVB
director.

The Township will determine
the layout of the sports
complex.

Oak Ridge North could
begin re-surfacing its
streets.

Construction could begin
on Shenandoah’s park
renovations.

Shadowbend Park
renovations will be
completed.

Oak Ridge North’s sewer
rehabilitation could be
completed.

Oak Ridge North will begin
the storm sewer evaluation.

Oak Ridge North could
have its Public Spaces
Plan complete.

Oak Ridge North’s Public
Spaces Plan could begin.

February

March

• Independent Investment Management designed
to protect and grow your wealth
• Located in The Woodlands
10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380
(281) 298-2700 Office | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com
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The township will take over funding and
operations of The Woodlands’ park and
rides system from the Brazos Transit District in the fall, township President Don
Norrell said. Although Norrell said Brazos
would likely still operate the buses, The
Woodlands will eventually need to determine whether to lease the buses long term
or purchase them. Norrell said the township
will not need to provide money for the program in 2014, as bus fares and federal funding cover operational costs.
“The board has made it clear that they
will continue to look at that revenue structure to make sure that if we get behind,
then we need to look at [possibly increasing] fares in the future,” Norrell said.
Tough said the township plans to provide
$1.4 million in improvements to Fire Station No. 2 on Gosling Road. A bid process
is underway and could be completed in the
first quarter, with construction expected to
take a year, Norrell said.
“The board is committed to the fire
department and they continue to improve
it, because Fire Station No. 2 does a lot
of runs and is under a lot of mutual aid,”
Tough said.
Renovations will also soon begin on
Shadowbend Park, a $1.3 million project.
John Powers, assistant general manager of
community services, said new playground
equipment and enhancements to the pavilion will be added, while the bulk of the
changes will be seen at the pool, including
a splash pad.
The park should be ready by June 6, in
time for the beginning of the pool season.

Construction could also begin on a proposed sports complex on Gosling Road
adjacent to the Research Forest Park and
Ride, Powers said. The site could provide
four to six regulation-sized, multi-use fields
and cost $4.5 million to $6 million, depending on the use of natural or all-weather turf.
An agreement between the township and
The Woodlands Development Company
for the donation of the 26-acre site could be
completed in February. Following site analysis, the board could decide on the layout
of the fields in March or April. The complex
could be completed by spring 2015.
“It will be another quality, signature project to The Woodlands that will help the residents, benefit the businesses and add to the
economy,” Tough said.
City of Shenandoah
Shenandoah is expecting to see significant
residential and hospitality development this
year as the community nears build-out.
“We stand the potential in the next 12
months to not be totally built out, but
to have all of the projects identified and
going through a process for construction,”
Shenandoah City Administrator Greg
Smith said. “I think we’ll have a much better look of what’s coming to Shenandoah by
the end of 2014.”
Smith said as many as 150 new homes
could be constructed this year on the west
side of I-45, including Parkgate Reserve, The
Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, Marion and Lily.
Pelican Homes also recently purchased 10
acres for more than 100 homes off of Vision
Park Boulevard.
“Our biggest challenge is going to be getting all these projects completed and on the
ground,” he said. “Once we get through with
FALL Grass fields could
be completed at the
Gosling sports complex.

All south Montgomery
County communities
will begin finalizing
2015 budgets.

July

Pondera Park will be
completed early in the
summer.

August

FALL The South
Montgomery County
Mobility Study and
Woodlands transit study
could be completed.

September

those projects coming in, it goes back to
providing the same level of service we have
today, tomorrow and the next year and the
year after that.”
Smith said he feels confident the city’s
infrastructure and planning over the last few
years will not be stressed by the increased
residential development. The city has several projects planned to meet the needs of
residents in 2014, including $1.7 million
in renovations to the city’s park, the installation of 82 solar-powered streetlights in
Shenandoah Valley and continued work on
connecting the city’s pathway system.
Shenandoah could consider several projects to improve mobility, especially around
Research Forest Drive. Smith said the city is
considering adding an eastbound-to-southbound turn lane at Research Forest Drive
and I-45, while also examining I-45 and
Research Forest Drive going northbound.
“The thing we’ve seen from our perspective is the traffic leaving The Woodlands
seems to cause more concerns and issues
than the traffic coming into The Woodlands,” he said.
City of Oak Ridge North
With the city’s comprehensive plan in
place, Oak Ridge North can begin taking
further steps toward planning its future this
year. City Manager Vicky Rudy said $50,000
has been budgeted for a public spaces plan
that will examine possibilities and locations
for amenities, including parks, pathways,
branding features and a possible town center
within the city’s Plaza District.
“That’s a big deal, and it’s going to be very
detailed,” Rudy said. “[The plan will detail]
here’s where the sidewalks go, here’s where
the parks are going to be, here’s what they’re
FALL Oak Ridge North
water plan project is
scheduled for completion.
FALL The Woodlands
Township will take over
ownership of park and ride
system from the Brazos
Transit District

October

going to basically look like—an outline of all
those details of some of those things that are
in that comprehensive plan.”
The plan could begin in February, with
completion estimated sometime in mid2014, Rudy said. The city could address
some of the “low-hanging fruit” from the
comprehensive plan in 2014, including a
pocket park along Woodson Road, pathways and branding features.
Meanwhile, 2014 will also see infrastructure changes in Oak Ridge North, including
the completion of more than $8 million in
ongoing projects. Rudy said the $3 million
reconstruction of water plant No. 1 is about
halfway completed and could be finished in
the fall, while the city’s lengthy $4.5 million
sewer rehabilitation project could be completed in late spring.
Oak Ridge North will begin evaluating
all of its streets and compiling a schedule
for resurfacing in January, Rudy said. The
city has about $1 million in tax notes for the
resurfacing of its roads, which have not been
re-paved in more than a decade.
The completion of H-GAC’s mobility
study could help the city identify how best
to address Robinson Road and the overpass
at Robinson Road and I-45. Although, engineering will need to be completed and funding found for the projects before construction can begin, Rudy said.
“Some of those projects will come down
to whether or not the county can pass a
bond,” she said. “It’ll be a massive plan,
and we’ll be just a couple of projects in the
plan.”
Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search
Woodlands Township, Oak Ridge, Shenandoah

Shenandoah’s park renovations
will be completed.

End of 2014 Oak Ridge
North’s first hotel and
conference center could
break ground.

November

End of 2014 ESD No. 8
will break ground on its new
headquarters in Oak Ridge
North.
End of 2014 Shenandoah
will have four hotels and more
than 150 homes complete or
under construction.

December
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Featured Neighborhood

Bender’s Landing/Bender’s Landing Estates, 77386

Featured homes

Overview
Build-out year: Still building

27607 Ossineke Drive

Square footage: 2,600-6,781

$1,350,000

5419 Pine Wood Meadows Lane

$1,200,000

Home values: $200,000–$1,600,000
HOA dues (estimated): $695–$925/yr.
Amenities: Lakes, Clubhouse, parks
Nearby attractions: The Woodlands Mall, Market Street
Property taxes:
Conroe ISD				1.2900%
Montgomery County			0.4838%
North Harris CO JR College		

0.1196%

Emergency Services District		

0.1000%

Montgomery County Hospital		

0.0729%

Total (per $100 value)

2.0665%

5 Bedroom/5 Full, 3 Half Bath
7,258 SF
Agent: George Miller. Lee Howard & Associates,
(936) 321-1177

4 Bedroom/4 Full, 3 Half Bath
5,843 SF
Agent: Nancy Seale, Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate
- Gary Greene, Woodlands Research, (281) 367-3531

5515 White Birch Run		

27515 Siandra Creek Lane

$822,990

$627,900

Homes on the market (As of December 31, 2012)
No. of homes for sale

34
7

Average days on the market

78

Fu
zz
ell

Rd
.

No. of homes under contract

Annual home sales (Jan. 1–Dec. 31, 2012)

Ri
ley

Rayfo
rd Rd
.

No. of homes sold

92

Square footage (low/high)

2,607 / 6,781

Selling price (low/high)

$74,000 / $415,000

5 Bedroom/4 Full Bath
4,898 SF
Agent: Beverly Bradl, Weekley Properties,
(800) 758-3238

4 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath
Agent: Gary Bisha, My Castle Realty ,
(713) 683-0054

4,265 SF

Market Data
Monthly home sales

On the market (As of January 2, 2014)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market
Price Range

77380

77381

77382

77384

$149,999 or under

6/71

$150,000–$199,999

3/27

1/24

—

4/37

2/43

$200,000–$299,999

11/63

12/49

$300,000–$399,999

—

$400,000–$499,999

Number of homes sold/Average price

77385

77386

3/178

8/56

13/111

8/103

5/73

16/49

27/85

#5/105

15/59

6/66

13/66

63/72

17/82

10/48

12/82

13/46

17/106

36/112

29/76

1/72

8/50

15/84

12/55

3/102

26/93

16/89

$500,000–$599,999

4/71

5/47

5/80

4/133

1/25

10/92

16/76

$600,000–$799,999

13/95

5/97

13/77

8/175

—

13/78

27/97

$800,000–$999,999

9/153

4/97

15/103

3/126

0

4/66

$1 million +

15/234

8/122

26/151

—

1/49

6/186

77389

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389

Nov. 2013

14/464785

45/374435

45/500463

19/230863

23/190747

70/263845

50/401168

Nov.. 2012

22/523428

45/406053

53/438843

15/260809

26/173668

61/197009

61/431366

Sept. 2013

28/$376,632

47/$371,333

52/$713,872

23/$282,966

29/$211,727

94/$246,434

59/$309,954

August 2013

22/$363,081

56/$339,394

57/$543,525

24/$283,447

40/$213,957

79/$213,986

72/$345,828

July 2013

32/369,264

80/$385,845

92/$524,154

22/$314,942

48/$190,542

122/$235,785

72/$345,828

June 2013

14/$307,386

68/$369,051

84/$467,233

18/$275,514

36/$175,823

89/$211,294

69/$332,778

11/101

May 2013

14/$307,386

68/$369,051

84/$467,233

18/$275,514

36/$175,823

89/$211,294

69/$332,778

30/143

April 2013

34/$360,464

84/$406,016

120/$515,663

34/$347,663

44/$201,223

142/$240,088

60/$326,291

143 W. C rystal C anyon C ir .
The Woodlands | $674,900

For more information on these listings call:

HALEY GARCIA
Broker Associate
281.701.6174

heritagetexas.com

