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Magnolia is only dry city in Montgomery County 

Residents to vote on liquor 
law on November ballot

Fire department remains vigilant against fire risk Tomball officials approve 
city’s 2011–12 budget

City considers 
property tax 
increase

Firefighters and emergency personnel from 75 agencies worked around the clock 
from Sept. 5 to Sept. 21, when the tri-county fires were 100 percent contained.

By Emily Roberts
After fires burned 20,000 acres 

in Montgomery, Waller and 
Grimes counties, the Magno-
lia Volunteer Fire Department 
and other local agencies begin 
the recovery process, while still 
remaining vigilant against future 
fires. For the residents of the 76 
homes that were lost, and 23 that 
were damaged, the arduous task 
of navigating insurance claims, 
seeking federal and state funding 
and finding interim living situa-
tions is just beginning. 

Magnolia Fire Chief Gary Vin-
cent said that while the fire is 100 
percent contained, it still contin-
ues to burn in the center and will 
stay that way for weeks. 

“We send crews out daily 
to monitor the perimeter and 

By Emily Roberts
While Tomball City Council 

passed the city’s 2011–12 fiscal 
year budget Sept. 6, a major com-
ponent affecting how the budget 
will be carried out remains to be 
decided. After two public hearings 
in October, City Council will vote 
on whether to raise property tax by 
9 cents at its Oct. 17 meeting. 

The projects to be funded by the 
property tax increase are extend-
ing Medical Complex Drive and 
creating a new drainage channel. 
A third capital improvement proj-
ect to extend Brown Road will be 
cash funded.

“When I ran for council seven 
years ago, people were talking 
about needing more east to west 
corridors and the only way to 
go forward with the projects is 
to increase property tax,” Mayor 
Gretchen Fagan said. “The money 
would not be used for anything 
else; [the city’s] in really good 
financial shape. If we didn’t want 
to do the projects, we wouldn’t go 
forward with [the tax increase.]”

Tomball’s property tax has not 
been raised since 1992, and at 
$0.25 per $100 valuation, it still 
remains one of the lowest among 
nearby cities. As a comparison, Jer-
sey Village’s property tax is $0.74, 
Magnolia’s is $0.49 and Conroe’s 
is $0.42. If the increase passes, the 
additional payment for the average 
home—valued at $129,380—will 
be $116 per year. 

make sure it doesn’t look like it’s 
going to spread,” Vincent said. 
“That’s going to continue for 
weeks to come.”

While continuing to moni-
tor the fire, MVFD is also turn-
ing its attention to replacing and 
rebuilding damaged equipment. 

“The operation went 24/7 
for weeks—we have damaged 
equipment, burnt fire hoses and 
nozzles, maintenance [needs] 
throughout the fleet. The finan-
cial impact on the department is 
huge,” he said.

Though state and federal 
money will be available down the 
road, the department is relying 
on reserves to meet its current 
needs, according to Vincent. The 
community has also made mon-
etary donations to help support 

By Emily Roberts
On Nov. 8, Magnolia residents will have the opportunity to vote on 

an initiative to legalize the sale of all alcoholic beverages within city 
limits. Since 1974, Magnolia has been a dry city, which means the sale 
of hard liquor is prohibited within city limits. Wine and beer can be 
sold, but no liquor stores or bars can open within the city. City leaders 
hope changing the law will bring new business to the city. 

“It’s not an issue of drinking. It’s an issue of sales tax and what it can 
do for the city,” Mayor Pro Tem Patsy Williams said. “The city and the 
restaurants are penalized because of this restriction.”

City officials attempted to get the initiative on the May ballot, but 
did not meet the requirements mandated by the county. To meet the 

the department’s operations.
“The community has been 

exceptionally supportive,” he said. 
“I’ve heard so many compliments 
of the Magnolia community from 
responders from all different parts 
of the United States.”

Agencies collaborate  
To assist the efforts of the 

MVFD, 75 local, county, state 
and federal agencies were 
called in. The Magnolia Police 

Department and MVFD first 
responded to a call Sept. 5 about 
a fire in Grimes County. For the 
next 17 days, firefighters, police 
officers, federal forest service 
crews and hot shot teams worked 
around the clock to contain the 
fire and protect residents.

“MPD was tasked with traf-
fic enforcement and assistance 
in helping to evacuate area resi-
dents,” Magnolia Police Chief 
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Magnolia is a “dry city,” which restricts the type of alcohol that can be 
sold within city limits. On Nov. 8, voters within city limits will have the 
opportunity to decide whether or not it should change to a “wet city,” 
which would lift the following liquor restrictions.

Magnolia’s wet/dry status

Grocery stores
can sell beer and 
wine, and wine 
tasting rooms are 
permitted.

Liquor stores 
are not allowed 
within city limits. 
There are three 
liquor stores 
within five miles 
of city limits.* 

Bars and chain 
restaurants 
selling hard liquor 
cannot operate 
within city limits. 

Restaurants 
can sell mixed 
drinks if they 
pay $7,000 for a 
state license, and  
patrons pay $3 for 
membership in a 
private club. 

Source: City of Magnolia*The city does not receive sales tax on any businesses outside of city limits

L&T Family Dining Cafe | 15
Local favorite opens with new 
name, same values

Magnolia begins fire 
recovery process
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One out of every eight women will develop breast cancer. But statistics show more women survive this diagnosis when it 

is detected and treated early. If you are 40 or older, or are considered at risk, the American Cancer Society recommends a 

screening mammogram. Do it for yourself. Do it for your family. Do it now. 

If you are uninsured, call during the month of October to schedule an appointment and receive a reduced rate of $120.* 

Please call 281-401-7000 to schedule your mammogram today. For more information, visit TomballHospital.org.

October Is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Breast cancer didn’t catch her by surprise. 
Because we caught it first.

Appointments are on a first-come, first-served basis. A physician order is not required.  All mammogram reports will be sent to the patient’s physician and follow-ups are the responsibility of the patient.  
*If you are uninsured, the price of $120 includes both the hospital and radiologist fees. This pricing applies only to a screening mammogram for women who are asymptomatic. Cash payment is expected at the time of service.

58075_TRMC_Mam_10x12_25c.indd   1 9/26/11   10:59 AM
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Providing Health Care Excellence

U.S. News & World Report ranks Tomball Regional 
Medical Center among the Top 10 Best Hospitals 
in Houston, Texas list for 2011-12 with recognition 
in Gastroenterology, Geriatrics, and Pulmonology.  

In addition, HealthGrades ranks TRMC among the:
• Top 5% in the nation for Clinical Excellence
• Top 5% in the nation for Overall Pulmonary Care
• Top 5% in the nation for Emergency Services
• Top 5% in the nation for Women’s Services 
• Top 5 hospitals in Texas for Overall Cardiac Care
• Top 10% in the nation for Treatment of Stroke

Free Physician Referral Service, Available 24/7 • Call 281.401.7777 or visit www.TomballHospital.org 
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• Free Orthodontic Evaluation 
   and Second Opinion

• Invisalign & Invisalign 
  Teen Certified

• Flexible, Extended Payment 
  Options Available

They Never Outgrow 
a Beautiful Smile!

Getting braces? 
Ask if you‛re seeing a Board Certifi ed Orthodontist!

-Insurance Accepted-

Creating Beautiful Smiles...

with a Personal Touch.

Orthodontics 
for the Entire Family

james B. Hanigan
DDS, MS, PA

Board Certified Orthodontist

MAGNOLIA OFFICE
Magnolia Medical Center

(281) 356 2929

TOMBALL OFFICE
29220 Quinn Road

(281) 351 5482
Visit us at www.StraightTooth.com

October is National Orthodontic Health Month

  See Dr. Hanigan‛s website for Candy Buy Back details.

Dr. James Hanigan, an orthodontist who has been in practice for 11 
years in Tomball and Magnolia, reminds orthodontic patients that some 
Halloween treats can be harmful to people wearing braces. Dr. Hanigan 
reminds patients to steer clear of foods that are sticky, chewy, hard or 
crunchy.  
 
“Kids really want to have fun on this holiday, and we encourage patients 
to enjoy treats that are acceptable, rather than feel that they are missing 
out.  Parents can remind their children that when they are done with 
orthodotic treatment and they see their new smiles in the mirror, they 
will feel that any sacri� ces they have made were worthwhile.”
 
In light of the recent � res in Magnolia, Dr. Hanigan is paying $1 for each 
pound of Halloween treats surrendered to his o�  ce by his patients.  � e 
money will be donated toMagnolia Fire Relief Fund  and the Magnolia 
Fire Department. � ese funds will be speci� cally directed to � re victims 
and their needs in Magnolia.
 
“� is program is a fun way to reward the kids for their e� orts in avoid-
ing the potential harm to their braces, in addition to being an opportu-
nity to support our community” said Dr. Hanigan.



impactnews.com • October 2011 | NEWS | 5

“Community in Unity” 
is what Magnolia is being 
referred to after the recent 
tri-county wildfires.  The 
amount of support that 
was shown from businesses 

and residents was truly overwhelming. 
The danger of this fire became a reality to 
me when I was told that I had to “evacu-
ate now,” as many of us did.  I attended 
Magnolia Mayor Todd Kana’s town hall 
meeting at Unity Park regarding the fires 
and aside from the great information that 
was provided, it was nice to see a small 
town come together.  

I realized what a strong and supportive 
community it is that we live in—one where 
neighbors help neighbors.  As recovery 
efforts are in progress, please support all 
those who worked so hard to protect our 
community by stopping by the Tri-County 
Fire Heroes Tribute  Oct. 29 at Unity Park.

Another opportunity to give back is 
by attending “A Night in the Forest”  to 
help raise money for Friends of Texas 
Wildlife’s efforts to care for the native 
Texas wildlife in our area and return 
healthy animals back to their natural 
environment. The nonprofit organization 
of trained volunteers cares for injured, 
displaced and orphaned wildlife in 
Montgomery and North Harris counties.  
The group receives no funding and is 
supported solely on donations. For more 
information on the event, see our com-
munity calender on Page 8. 

As always, we look forward to hear-
ing from our readers and welcome your 
feedback, comments and story ideas.  Have 
a happy and safe Halloween!

General Manager’s Note  

©2011 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Christine Leggett
cleggett@impactnews.com
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2011 NNA Awards
Community Impact Newspaper earned 11 awards at the 
National Newspaper Association’s Annual Convention Sept. 
24. The NNA is made up of more than 2,400 community 
newspapers. The Better Newspaper Contest and The Better 
Newspaper Advertising Contest recognize achievement in 
writing, advertising and design. This year Community Impact 
Newspaper was awarded:

Best Newspaper Website, first place, 
impactnews.com 

Best Business Story, first place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition 

Best Education/Literacy Story, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition 

Best Business Story, third place, 
Tomball/Magnolia edition

Best Business Story, honorable mention, 
Northwest Houston edition

Best Small-Page Ad, first place, 
Northwest Houston edition 

Best Small-Page Ad, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Best Use of Ad Color, third place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Best Use of Ad Color, honorable mention, 
Northwest Houston edition

Excellence in Typography, first place, 
Central Austin edition

Best Use of Color, third place, 
Cedar Park/Leander edition

August employment trends

Houston/Sugar Land/Baytown unemployment—8.6%
Down from 8.9% in July

State unemployment—8.5%*
Up from 8.4%* in July

National unemployment—9.1%*
No change from July

In the Houston area, the education and health services 
sector added 4,600 jobs; financial activities added 
2,300 jobs; construction added 2,200 jobs; leisure and 
hospitality lost 4,000 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data
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Now Open 

1  Adorable Grooms, which opened 
Sept. 26, offers dog grooming services 
from bathing to haircuts to specialized 
treatments for shedding or fleas. Owner 
Tonya Valentine began dog grooming 
about four years ago from her home and  
now has a shop on her property at 30018 
Rosebud St., Magnolia. 832-521-3818, 
www.adorablegrooms.com

2  Cynthia Baxter opened Nana’s House 
Children’s Resale Shop Sept. 17 at 12935 
Spring Cypress Road, Tomball. The shop 
offers toys, children’s clothing, baby gear, 
bedding and accessories. A specialty 
room focuses on supplies for teachers and 
daycare owners, including cafeteria tables 
and educational tools and products. A 
Halloween Festival Oct. 29 from 10 a.m.–5 
p.m. will feature concessions, games and 
crafts. 281-808-3146.

3  Oh Honey, located at 130 Vintage 
Park Blvd., Ste. C, Houston, is a boutique 
feauring women’s apparel, jewelry, purses 
and home and bath décor. Opened since 
Sept. 28, the shop carries the Brighton, 

Vera Bradley and Waxing Poetic lines. 
Owner Heidi Heinsohn is holding a grand 
opening Oct. 20–22, which will include 
drawings and giveaways. 281-251-8820

4  Eye Masters, located in Tomball 
Marketplace at 14002 FM 2920, Ste. B, 
Tomball, provides eye care services at 
more than 160 locations around the 
United States. The store, which opened in 
September, offers designer frames, lenses, 
contact lenses, sunglasses and accessories. 
One-hour service on most prescriptions 
is available; coupons and promotions are 
available on the company’s website. 
281-255-3400, www.eyemasters.com 

5  Opened Sept. 26, Einstein Learning 
Center offers daycare and preschool, as 
well as dance, martial arts, sign language 
and gardening. According to owner 
Michelle Sanders, instructors use Texas 
Education Agency’s standards, such as 
smaller classroom ratios. The school stays 
open until midnight for late-working 
parents. A $99 open house special is 
available until the end of October. 

6  New Orleans Famous Chicken 
and Waffles began serving authentic 
New Orleans cuisine in the beginning 
of September at 17375 Hwy. 249, Ste. 
2H. Chicken and waffles, fish and grits, 
shrimp and biscuits, beignets and bread 
pudding are among the items served at the 
restaurant, which is open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 281-970-0531, www.
neworleansfamouschickenandwaffles.com 

7  On Sept. 23, AT&T celebrated the 
grand opening of its 3,500-square-foot 
retail store at 14002 FM 2920, Tomball. 
The store features a hands-on design 
so customers can try out phones before 
purchasing them, along with offering 
technical support and customer service. 
www.att.com 

8  Community Bank of Texas held a 
ribbon cutting Sept. 27 to celebrate the 
opening on its branch at 28515 Hwy. 249, 
Tomball. The bank, which has 27 locations 
throughout the state, began construction 
on its first Tomball location in April. 
281-290-0301
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Josh Fernandez is the store manager of the 
3,500-square-foot interactive AT&T retail store, 
which opened Sept. 23 in Tomball.

Lone Star Rustic Furniture & Mattress 
offers handcrafted, solid-wood furniture, mat-
tresses and western-style home accessories.

Community Bank of Texas celebrated its grand opening with a ribbon cutting Sept. 28 with the 
Tomball Chamber of  Commerce and the Magnolia Area Chamber of Commerce.

News or questions about Tomball/Magnolia? 
E-mail tomnews@impactnews.com.

7

8

10

Compiled by Emily Roberts

9  Kohl’s, located at 14443 FM 2920, 
Tomball, opened Sept. 14 . This is the 
department store’s 84th location in Texas 
and will bring approximately 130 jobs to 
the area. Kohl’s offers name-brand clothes 
and accessories at discounted prices.
www.kohls.com

10  Lone Star Rustic Furniture & 
Mattress, located at 17850 FM 1488, 
Magnolia, opened Sept. 14 and offers 
handcrafted, solid-wood furniture, 
mattresses and a wide range of western-
style home accessories. Owner Matt 
Erickson is providing special offers, on a 
case-by-case basis, for any tri-county fire 
victims. 281-259-5566, 
www.lonestarrusticfurniture.com 

11  Opened Sept. 6, Precision Automotive 
& Collision Center is a full-service 
collision and mechanical shop. Located at 
6406 FM 1488, Magnolia, the store offers 
free shuttle services within a 5-mile radius 
and “get to know your car” seminars for 
women on topics like changing a flat tire 
and checking oil. 936-271-9400, 
www.precisionauto1488.com

12  Shekinah Radiance Academy, located 
at 612 Malone St., Tomball, opened in 
August. The academy is a tuition-free 
public school that models itself after a 
private school. 281-516-0993, 
www.shekinah-edu.com

Coming Soon

13  The board of directors for Walgreens 
has approved a new location in Magnolia, 
according to Magnolia Economic 
Development Coordinator Deborah Rose 
Miller. The pharmacy chain will be located 
at 6th Street and FM 1488 across the 
railroad tracks from McDonald’s at 18630 
FM 1488. There is no definitive date on 
when the store will open. 
www.walgreens.com
 

Relocations 

14  It’s All Green Lawn and Landscape 
Management, which opened November 
2010, is moving from 8215 FM 1488, 
Magnolia to Lot 18 on Tamina Road. The 
company offers full-service landscaping, 
design, construction, tree work and 
irrigation. 832-296-0261, 
www.itsallgreentx.com

Anniversaries 

15  Nona’s Italian Grill, located at 1025 
Alma St., Tomball, celebrated one year 
in business in September. The restaurant 
features pastas, veal, salads, fresh fish, 
seafood, chicken and pizza. In celebration 
of the anniversary, Owner Juan Garcia 
is offering a free glass of wine with the 

General Manager Kaleen Murphy said she focuses 
on building lasting relationships with her clients at 
Precision Automotive & Collision Center

11

purchase of one meal Oct. 10 from 4–6 
p.m. 281-255-6088, 
www.nonasitaliangrill.com

16  In October, Southern Refreshments 
Services celebrates 20 years in business 
at 18029 Hufsmith-Kohrville, Tomball. 
The company sells coffee equipment 
to offices, and provides delivery and 
maintenance of products. Four years ago, 
owner Mike Ferguson started coffeeicon.
com, which sells similar products online to 
homeowners and small businesses, along 
with their own brand of coffee. 
281-655.9425, www.srscoffee.com 

In the News
On Sept. 23,  TOMAGWA HealthCare 
Ministries announced the opening of 
a new walk-in clinic located at the New 
Life Pregnancy Center at 218 Smith 
Road, Magnolia. The clinic will serve 
people who are uninsured, receive no 
Medicare or Medicaid assistance and 
meet financial requirements, according 
to Susan Blanchard, development 
and communications manager for 
TOMAGWA. The volunteer-staffed clinic 
will serve patients on a first-come, first-
served basis every Monday from 9–11:30 
a.m. with no appointments necessary. 
New patients will be charged $15 per visit; 
established patients will be charged $10.

Due to extreme drought conditions and 
the burn ban in Grimes County, the Texas 
Renaissance Festival will replace the royal 
fireworks display, which traditionally 
closes out the evening, with a light show. 
“It is necessary to replace the fireworks 
show this season in order to ensure the 
safety of our property, our patrons and 
our neighbors,” said Terre Albert, general 
manager of the festival. “We believe the 
laser light show finale will still offer our 
patrons an exciting and magical way to 
conclude the day’s events.”
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Oct. 29

By Emily Roberts 

To thank the firefighters and emergency 
service workers from local, state and federal 
agencies that worked the tri-county fires, the 
Magnolia Community Foundation hosts an 
event to give the community the opportunity 
to show their gratitude.  

“This was such a huge effort by our 
firefighters and emergency service 
workers and it went on for so long. Their 
heroic acts and life-saving efforts deserve 
acknowledgment,” said Kristin Christ, an 
event organizer. “So we are hosting an 
evening when everyone can say ‘thank you’ 
in a personal way.” 

The MCF presents officials with a special tribute on Unity Park’s stage to formally thank 
volunteers and professionals who helped during the 10-day fire that claimed 20,000 acres in 
Montgomery, Grimes and Waller counties.  After the presentation, food, provided by Charlie 
Riley with Montgomery County Precinct 2, drinks, children’s activities and a dance continue 
the celebration. Throughout the evening, patriotic and gospel music is performed live. 

4 p.m. • Free • Unity Park, 19450 Unity Park Drive, Magnolia • www.tcfheroestribute.com
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 Throughout the fire, community members hung 
up signs thanking firefighters.

Tri-County Fire Heroes Tribute22 MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Children’s Art Project
Benefiting pediatric patients, the art project 
offers the opportunity to purchase holiday 
gifts and cards. Items for sale include blown 
glass, resin and wood ornaments, children’s 
books, planners, note pads, Christmas cards, 
tote bags and iPhone covers. All products 
utilize original art from MD Anderson’s 
patients. Proceeds fund accredited in-hospital 
classrooms, college scholarships, camps, ski 
trips and other activities for current and former 
patients. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • The Arbor 
Gate, 15635 FM 2920, Tomball  
www.childrensart.org

Heart Walk Tomball 2011
For the second year, Tomball Regional Medical 
Center hosts a team for the 5K and 1-mile loop 
walk to raise funds for the American Heart 
Association to support its goal to reduce heart 
disease and stroke by 20 percent by 2020. 
Adults, children and pets on a leash are invited 
to dress for Halloween to win best dressed 
prizes. Multiple sponsorship opportunities are 
available. 8:30 a.m. (registration), 9:30 a.m. 
(walk starts) • Participants raise donations 
Tomball Regional Medical Center, 605 
Holderrieth Blvd.  
281-401-7733 • www.nwharrisheartwalk.org 

Woodforest Development’s Monster Dash 
Benefiting the Montgomery County Food Bank, 
the 5K fun run/walk obstacle course race 
includes a Tunnel of Terror, Monster Mud Bath, 
Horrifying Hay Hurdle, Boooot Camp and other 
challenges along the route. Post-race activities 
feature a pumpkin patch, arts and crafts, hair 
spray painting, airbrush tattoos, a rock wall and 
games. Awards are given for best individual 
costume and best team costume. Racers are 
encouraged to donate canned goods. 8 a.m. 
(check-in), 10 a.m. (race), 11 a.m. (post-race 
activities) • $25 (adults), $12 (children ages 
seven and up) • Homefinder Lodge, 101 Elk 
Trace Parkway, Montgomery • 936-447-2800  
www.woodforesttx.com

October
8 The Jeffery Ingram Memorial 
Foundation BBQ Cook-off 
Since 2007, the organization has given 
$120,000 in scholarships to Mangolia ISD 
students. The cook-off includes competitions 
for ribs, brisket and chicken with awards 
presented at the end of the evening. Free 
food is provided to firefighters from 4–7 p.m. 
Live performances feature Jesse Rob Junior 
and the Cody Johnson Band. Cook-off team 
sponsorships and donations are encouraged. 
11:30 a.m. (judging begins), 8 p.m. (concert) 
$10 (parking donation) • Unity Park, 19450 
Unity Park Drive, Magnolia • 281-541-7048  
www.thejeffingram.com 

14 Magnolia Parkway Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tournament
The annual event gives attendees the 
opportunity to network, spend time outdoors 
and enjoy a barbecue dinner. The scramble play 
includes lunch, dinner, putting contest entry 
and one three-foot mulligan string. Members 
not playing golf may choose to attend the 
barbecue dinner following the tournament. 
1 p.m. (tee time) • $140 (individual), $550 (team 
of four) • Lake Windcrest Golf Club, 10941 
Clubhouse Circle, Magnolia 
832-934-2300 • magnoliaparkwaycc.org

 

21–22 3rd Annual “A Night in the 
Forest”
Each year, Friends of Texas Wildlife hosts a fall 
festival to raise money for the care and feeding 
of injured, orphaned and displaced wildlife 
in Montgomery County. The event features a 
pumpkin patch, hayrides through the forest, 
moon walks, face painting, food, games, rides, 
entertainment and vendor booths. 
1–6 p.m. (Oct. 21), Noon (Oct. 22)  
W. Goodrich Jones State Forest 
281-259-0039 • www.ftwl.org

Find more or submit Tomball and Magnolia events at  
www.impactnews.com/tom/calendar.

For a full list of Houston Metro events visit  
www.impactnews.com/houston-metro/calendar.

To have Tomball and Magnolia events included in print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the 15th of every 
month.

Online Calendar

281-401-7000   www.tomballhospital.org

Sponsored By:

Live music in October

Spurs
10310 FM 1488
Magnolia • 281-252-1997
www.spurs-saloon.com
To ensure seating, please call Cathy at 
281-252-1997 for reservations. After 
10 p.m. seating is first come, first serve.

 8  Southern Justice
 9  Teen Dance 13-18 yr’s ( 6pm-10pm.)
 15  Miss Leslie & Juke Jointers
 22  Desert Roads
 28  Rustic Kountry
 29  Halloween Party- Wesley IaLacy &  

Lonestar Edition

Cisco’s Salsa Company
209 Commerce St.
Old Town Tomball • 281-351-7572
www.ciscosalsa.com
Party on the Patio features live music Thurs-
days from 7:30–10:30 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 8–11 p.m. A variety of musical acts 
perform from country to classic rock.

 8  Chris Montes
 13  Cool Freddie E & The Crew
 15  Marcus Eldridge
 20  Matt Davis

 22  Shay Domann
 27  Tracy Hood
 29  Cool Freddie E & The Crew/ 

Halloween Bash

Main Street Crossing
111 W Main Street
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
Live music Wednesday through Friday 
evenings. 

Main Street Crossing offers food, drinks (in
cluding coffee, espresso, beer and wine), wifi 
and live entertainment for all ages. 

To reserve a seat you must buy tickets in 
advance. Call Matt or Terri at 281-290-0431 
to buy tickets in advance. Please check the 
website for the correct show time.

 7  Shay Domann
 13  Justin Bogart, Buck Yeager Band, Marcus 
       Acker
 14  Jamestown Revival, Colby Miller
 19   Dale Watson
 20  Dirty River Boys
 21  Young Musician Showcase
 26  Ray Wylie Hubbard
 28  Halloween Event

EAT FRESH, LIVE WELL, AND STAY THIRSTY!EAT FRESH, LIVE WELL,

Sip margartias on our muy bonita 
large outdoor dining deck!

A W A R D  W I N N I N G  M E X I C A N  F O O D  A N D  M O R E !

Buenos Dias Brunch 
Every Saturday and Sunday from 10-2 featuring Amazing

 Mexican Breakfast specialties, Bottomless Mimosas, Cisco’s Marys, and more! 

209 Commerce St.
“Old Town”  Tomball

281-351-7572

Full Service Catering and Take out

Old Town gets Rockin’ with Live 
Entertainment every Thur. & Sat. night 

starting at 7:30
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Magnolia bans texting while driving
At its Sept. 13 meeting, the Magnolia 

City Council passed an ordinance which 
prohibits the use of certain types of 
wireless communication devices while 
operating a motor vehicle. The ordinance 
specifically relates to texting while driv-
ing. Those caught could face a penalty of 
up to $200. 

The MPD has been working on its Dis-
tracted Driving Campaign since January.

‘This ordinance is a way to address one 
of the most dangerous behaviors officers 
observe on a daily basis—texting while 
driving,” MPD Chief Domingo Ibarra 
said. “The safe operation of motor vehicles 
is a significant responsibility which 
requires the driver to remain attentive. 
Our City Council has taken a leadership 
role to limit activities that distract from 
safe vehicle operations.” 

The City Council and MPD are work-
ing to eliminate this behavior through 
education, enforcement and engineering, 
he said. Ibarra said he hopes they will see 
voluntary compliance from the public. 

“Distracted driving is a serious, life-
threatening practice and with the tech-
nology of smart-phones it has become 
common practice for many drivers to 
become distracted by sending messages, 
such as email, texting, or instant messag-
ing,” he said.

 According to the United States 
Department of Transportation, in 2009, 
nearly 5,500 people died and half a mil-
lion were inured in accidents involving 
distracted driving. 

  Tomball City Council
City Hall, 401 Market St.
www.tomballtx.com

Oct. 17, 6 p.m.

Meetings are the first and third 
Monday of the month.

  Magnolia City Council
City Hall, 18111 Buddy Riley Blvd. 
www.cityofmagnolia.com

Oct. 11, 7 p.m.

Meetings are the second Tuesday  
of the month.

CITY

Tomball

Magnolia

Meetings

Art walk, Tomball! featured more than 30 artists 
throughout the downtown area. 
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First Art Walk, Tomball! 
counted as success 

City of Tomball officials said the pre-
mier Art Walk, Tomball! was a success for 
downtown business owners and artist-
participants. More than 40 artists and 24 
shops participated in the Sept. 17 event, 
according to Mike Baxter, marketing 
director for the City of Tomball. The city 
has set dates for October and November, 
and will make it a monthly event if the 
first three months are successful.

“Overall,  it was great for a first time 
event,” Baxter said. “We got nothing 
but compliments from participating ‘art 
stops.’”

Baxter said several stores downtown 
reported much higher in-store traffic than  
is usual for a Saturday. One artist sold a 
painting for $750, and based on word-of-
mouth, Baxter has five new artists on the 
list for the Oct. 15 event.

The band booked for the next event 
is The Grateful Geezers, who perform 
Motown, oldies and classic rock. Food 
will again be provided by Cisco Salsa 

Company, and Main Street Crossing will 
have Texas craft beer and wine for sale. The 
third Art Walk, Tomball! is scheduled for 
Nov. 19. 

“[We expect] the growth [of the event] 
will be generated by word of mouth,” 
Baxter said. “If we can get the local com-
munity behind it, it will spread.”

Chief Domingo Ibarra makes a presentation to the 
Tomball Rotary on texting and driving. 
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Compiled by Emily Roberts

SPRING CREEK GRILL, GIFT SHOP & NURSERY OPEN ON THE WEEKENDS!

Additional Activities: Hayrides, Fishing, Pedal Karts, Rubber Duck 
Races/Games Area, Corn Sheller, Pumpkin Decorating, 

Hop-A-Long Rodeo Bouncers-NEW!

Fall 

Fun Days

G CREEK G

Admission Includes: Entry into 
Pumpkin Patch, Farm Animal Viewing, 
Corn Maze, “Spooky” Garden-NEW! 

“Storybook” Garden-NEW!

Weekends 
in October, 

10 am to dusk
$3 per person 

(2 & up)

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road | Magnolia, Texas 77355  |  281-259-8114  |  springcreekgrowers.com

Golden Nonsense Jewelry
281-351-7005 • 28533 Tomball Pkwy
at Four Corners next to Tomball Cinema 6

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS EVENT

Goldldenen NNonnnnsensnsnsn eee e JeJeJeJewewew lrlryyyy
281 351 7005 • 2285853333 TTombaballll PPkwkwyy

AST CANCER AWARENESS EV

GGGoGoldldlddldenenenenen NNNononononsesesesensnsnn ee JeJewelry

AST CANCER AWARENESS EV

Entire Month of October
FREE Breast Cancer Bead or Sterling Silver Bracelet 

With $100 Chamilia Purchase or Spend $250 and Get Both.

Meet the Chamilia Representative
Friday, October 14th 

10am-2pm
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Keith Engelke 
has been an 
independent 
insurance  agent 
in Magnolia for 
two years.

What does insurance cover? 
There’s dwelling coverage 
and contents coverage. The 
dwelling coverage covers the 
replacement value for your 
home. This includes what it 
would cost for debris removal, 
having the landscaping 
ripped out and rebuilding the 
house from scratch. Contents 
coverage, which is typically 80 
percent of the home value, is for 
the items within the home [such 
as] furniture. 

Are there items people 
should have separate 
coverage for?
Furniture that’s better than 
normal, higher valued jewelry, 
artwork and pianos should be 
scheduled separately. If the 
schedule is worth $5,000, the 
loss payments will be around 
$4,000. Insurance agents will 
need receipts or an appraisal on 
high value items. 

What is the timeline from 
when a client makes a claim 
to recovering losses? 
From the initial call, an adjuster 
should return the call within 
12 hours and follow-up with a 
visit a day or two afterward to 
look at the losses.  If [the client] 
has a mortgage, and there’s 
a total loss, homebuyers will 
get money from the contents 
coverage, but for the dwelling 
coverage the mortgage holder is 
paid first and then the balance 
is paid to the homeowner. 

What is the average 
deductible?
Usually the deductible is 
1 percent, so based on a 
$150,000 home, the deductible 
will be $1,500. Some of the 
larger companies only do a 2 
percent deductible. It’s very 
important for homeowners to 
know what their deductible is 
and that they’re comfortable 
with it. 
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20,000 acres 
were burned in 
Montgomery, Waller 
and Grimes counties 

76 homes destroyed—
seven in Montgomery 
County

5 firefighters suffered 
non life-threatening 
injuries—no loss of life  

17 DAYS

20 hot shot teams brought 
bulldozers and trucks to 
do ground clearing and 
contain the perimeter.

75 agencies assisted Magnolia Volunteer Fire Department
 

Surrounding counties’ agencies assisted once local 
departments’ resources were tapped

Departments as far away as California and Alaska arrived 
to assist local agencies 

U.S. Forestry Service and Federal Disaster Relief were 
called in

It was the third 
highest priority fire 
in the US. 

8 inches of 
rain needed 
to reduce 
fire threat

11,000 gallons of fire 
retardant were dropped 
twice by a DC-10 
jumbo jet.

Fire
Continued from | 1

Domingo Ibarra said. “We 
worked in concert with the Inci-
dent Command System, from 
their mobile command vehicle at 
Magnolia West High School.”

The Incident Command Sys-
tem was put into place after 9/11 
by then President George W. 
Bush under the National Inci-
dent Management System, which 
mandated a common operation 
for all federally-declared inci-
dents of national significance. 

“It uses the same terminol-
ogy where everyone can work 
together, no matter if it’s a hur-
ricane, or weapons of mass 
destruction, flooding or wild 
fires,” said Rocky Opliger, who 
served as lead incident com-
mander for the tri-county fires 
under the U.S. Forest Service.

With the U.S. Forest Service 
came air resources, including 
a DC-10 jumbo jet, air tankers 
and helicopters; hot shot teams 
to do ground clearing and main-
tenance; and national incident 
command teams made up of 
people from different agencies in 
California, where resources are 

available at all times because of 
the state’s year-round fire season. 

“The system worked exactly 
how it’s designed to work,” Vin-
cent said. “I’m very pleased with 
the level of support we received.”

At the command center at 
Magnolia West High School, 
an incident action plan was put 
into place with a daily document 
on where resources would be 
assigned, and firefighters were 
given the opportunity to rest, eat 
and receive medical attention. 

A unified community
One federal resource that was 

unneeded was the nationally-con-
tracted caterer and crew to feed 
the around-the-clock workforce. 

“This was a community effort 
where the [Magnolia] commu-
nity came together to provide the 
resources and supplies and were 
there 24 hours a day to help serve 
and distribute food and medical 
[supplies] to emergency workers,” 
Opliger said. “This is the second 
time in my 38-year career, the first 
being 9/11, that I’ve seen an entire 
community come together and 
provide all the support needed.”

Beyond the support pro-
vided during the fire, Society of 

Samaritans is working with those 
who lost their homes or sustained 
damages by providing needed 
supplies, temporary housing and 
monetary donations.  The local 
nonprofit organization has had 
364 families from the tri-county 
areas requesting support. Of these 
families, 59 have indicated they 
have lost their homes, with 22 of 
them having no fire insurance. 

“We’re trying to help them 
out until government assistance 
becomes available, said Scott 
Wall, president of SOS. “Some of 
them have lost their jobs because 
they weren’t able to get to work 
and some have no place to stay.”

Wall said the community 
has provided an overwhelm-
ing amount of support through 
donations of supplies, clothes, 
furniture and money. The most 
pressing needs now are storage 

space to house the furniture and 
other items donated for people’s 
future homes, and money to help 
families with temporary living 
arrangements. 

FEMA and the Texas Division 
of Emergency Management have 
announced more than $5.8 mil-
lion in state and federal grants is 
on its way to eligible Texans, but 
the timeline on when the money 
will be put in the hands of the 
people who need it remains to 
be determined. In the meantime, 
Wall said he is confident the com-
munity will meet the challenges 
and continue to band together 
and give to those who need it. 

“We were truly tested as a com-
munity, but I have never seen so 
much outpouring of support from 
any size community, like I saw in 
the Magnolia area,” Ibarra said. 

FOR FIREFIGHTERS 
TO CONTAIN THE FIRE

#3

Source: Magnolia Volunteer Fire Department

Tri-county fires
Multiple agencies and resources came to the aid of the Magnolia 
Volunteer Fire Department during the three weeks the fires affected 
the area. “I’m very pleased with the level of support provided to 
Montgomery and surrounding counties,” Fire Chief Gary Vincent said.

Comment at impactnews.com

On fire insurance

Reach your potential with a
Bachelor’s Degree, Master’s Degree or Professional Certificate from
Houston’s only Carnegie-rated Tier One Public Research University

Now right in your neighborhood!

facebook.com/UHNorthwest @UHNorthwest
UH is an EEO/AA institution.

TIER ONE EDUCATION | NORTHWEST LOCATION
Located in LSC-University Park near Tomball Parkway and Louetta Road

northwest@uh.edu     uh.edu/northwest     832-842-5700
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CLOSE-UP

By Emily Roberts
Shortly after wildfires broke out in 

Magnolia Sept. 5, Paula Bowman started 
a community page on Facebook page to 
keep the public informed on the fires and 
share opportunities to help. Bowman, who 
is the director of the Magnolia YMCA, was 
contacted by someone at the city that there 
was a need for dog kennels for people who 
were evacuating their homes. 

“I put a request out on the Facebook page 
and within two hours, we had over 300 dog 
kennels at [the command center at Magno-
lia West] High School,” Bowman said.

By the next morning, the page had 4,000 
fans and Bowman was receiving numerous 
messages asking how people could help. 
Over the next few days, hundreds of people 
were coming by the high school to drop off 
carloads of supplies and then stuck around 
asking how they could help. 

The volunteers began running meals out 
to firefighters and by Sept. 7, a system was 
set up to provide them with three meals a 
day. H-E-B set up a mobile kitchen, nearby 
restaurants donated food, the Society of 
Samaritans began receiving donations for 
people who had lost their homes and volun-
teer nurses set up a medical station. 

“I helped organize nurses to come in and 
do rehab for the fireman,” said Kathleen 
Campbell, a local hospice nurse. “They were 
required to have their vital signs and tem-
perature checked to make sure they were 
okay to go back in.”

At its peak, the Facebook page had 
more than 22,000 fans and hundreds of 
people had taken volunteer shifts at the 
command center. 

“I’ve lived [in Magnolia] my whole life 
so it wasn’t surprising to me to see the 
community coming together,” Mayor Todd 
Kana said. “We got a lot of comments from 
people around the country on how excep-
tional the support was. It was reassuring to 
see that happen, even though I suspected 
nothing less.” 

Community members volunteered at the command center set up at Magnolia West High School. Residents, 
restaurants and H-E-B all donated food, which volunteers prepared, packed and delivered to firefighters. 
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More than 20,000 acres burned in Montgomery, 
Waller and Grimes counties. The federal govern-
ment named it the third highest priority fire in the 
country. 

Firefighters and emergency responders from 75 
different agencies assisted in the effort. Between 
shifts, firefighters stopped by the command center 
to eat and rest. 

Local support
Community comes together 
in face of disaster

The Society of Samaritans office was filled to 
capacity with donations from the community.  

Firefighters worked around the clock from Sept. 5 
to Sept. 21, when the fire was contained. 

Join today for  
$650 entry fee  

and pay no  
cart or green  

fees until  
November 1!

For more  
information,  

call Meghan at  
877-695-4347.

SAVE MORE 
THAN JUST PAR. 

4  C LU B S ,  5  C O U R S E S ,  
O N E  M E M B E R S H I P.
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Two year membership required for  
price offered. Offer expires 10/31/11.  

Other restrictions may apply.

THE OAKS  
THE WOODLANDS

PANTHER TRAIL 
THE WOODLANDS

LAKE WINDCREST 
MAGNOLIA

MAGNOLIA CREEK 
LEAGUE CITY

SOUTH SHORE HARBOUR 
LEAGUE CITY
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Within the tri-county area, 76 homes were lost and 
23 were damaged.
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Wet/dry city
Continued from | 1

county requirements to put the propo-
sition on the ballot, the city was tasked 
with getting signatures from 35 percent 
of the voters who voted in the last guber-
natorial election. While they obtained 140 
signatures, there were inaccuracies with 
some of them. According to Montgomery 
County Elections Administrator Carol 
Gaultney, some of the signatures did not 
have birth dates with them or the date the 
petition was signed, while others were not 
registered voters.

During the summer, the city obtained the 
necessary signatures to turn into the county, 
and the Montgomery County Commission-
ers Court approved placing the measure on 
the ballot at its Aug. 8 meeting. 

Exceptions 
For restaurants, there is a way to get 

around the restrictions, albeit at a high pre-
mium. Restaurants can sell mixed drinks if 
they purchase a permit from the state at an 
initial cost of $7,000, along with an ongo-
ing annual fee. They must also ask patrons 
to join a private club and pay a $3 member-
ship fee if they want to buy a mixed drink. 

“Restaurants are working at a disadvan-
tage,” Mendes said. “You have to join a pri-
vate club which makes [the process] more 
difficult and onerous on existing businesses.” 

Mexican restaurants Las Fuentes, Ran-
cho Grande and Blue Iguana have all opted 

to obtain the permit. Rene Benetiz, owner 
of Las Fuentes, said the process can be con-
fusing for some diners, and he hopes the 
law passes. 

“I think it would definitely bring in more 
business,” Benetiz said. 

Economic development 
For city leadership, the driving factor to 

change from a dry to wet city is to increase 
sales tax revenue and bring more busi-
nesses into the city. 

“The city definitely needs this. The city 
could benefit from the revenue and we have 
a better chance to bring in chain [restau-
rants],” Mayor Todd Kana said. 

Because hard alcohol cannot be sold 

within Magnolia, liquor stores and bars 
have set up just outside city limits. Though 
they have a Magnolia address, the city 
does not receive any sales tax revenue 
from their sales.

“The point doesn’t have to do with drink-
ing—it’s basically sales tax,” said Johnny 
Williams, president of the City of Magno-
lia’s 4A Economic Development Corpora-
tion. “We’re surrounded by liquor stores so 
it’s not like if a person wants to drink, it’s 
hard to find.”

Mendes said changing the liquor laws 
would give the city an opportunity to 
attract restaurants that could anchor a 
shopping center. 

“We’ve had businesses inquire about 

coming to the city, and one of the things 
they ask is if they’re allowed to sell mixed 
drinks,” Mendes said.  

Because the city receives a small per-
centage of its revenue from property tax, 
Mendes said sales tax revenue is the key 
to making quality of life improvements 
to the city. These improvements are what 
city leaders want residents to have in mind 
when they go to the voting booth. 

“We’re trying to educate citizens to make 
them aware of [what] we’ve been able to do 
with streets, downtown revitalization and 
with Unity Park through sales tax,” Johnny 
Williams said. “Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
do more for our community.”

Liquor vote timeline

The City of Magnolia becomes 
an incorporated municipality.

A local option election in 
Precinct 3, which at the time 
included Magnolia, passes and 
Magnolia becomes wet for mixed 
beverages.

1971

The City of Conroe changed from 
a dry to wet city in May 2004. City 
Administrator Paul Virgadamo, Jr. 
said becoming a wet city created 
opportunities for more restaurants 
to open because they no longer 
had to worry about the dividing line 
separating the downtown area.
 
“A pub opened downtown and 
several restaurants downtown that 
serve beer and wine have opened up 
since then,” he said. 

According to Virgadamo, the 
addition of these establishments 
attracted more retail stores to the 
downtown area for the opportunity 
to be close to the popular 
restaurants and bars.

Another perspective

Comment at impactnews.com

Source: City of Magnolia

1968

Another local option election 
passes for “the legal sale of 
all alcoholic beverages except 
mixed beverages.”

1973

2009
All of Montgomery County becomes wet. Because 
Magnolia’s then city attorney missed the deadline to 
include the city in the county ordinance, it remains the 
only dry city in the county.

City council approves putting the measure on the May 
ballot, but there are inaccuracies with signatures required 
to petition the Montgomery County Elections Office.

City officials acquire 150 signatures for the petition to 
place the measure on the November ballot.

Montgomery Community Commissioners approve 
Magnolia’s petition to put the measure to a vote for the 
Nov. 8 election.

August 2011

May–July 2011

March 2011

Getting you back on the road.

832-934-0001
Fax: 832-934-0013

5525 FM 1488
Magnolia, Texas 77354

www.1488collision.com
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$10,800,000Capital reserves fund 
If approved, the property tax 

increase will bring the city $14.5 
million in additional revenue. This 
will go solely to fund the M121 
drainage channel and the exten-
sion of Medical Complex Drive. 

“The projects will not be done 
if the tax increase doesn’t go 
through,” said Glenn Windsor, 
finance director for Tomball. 

To better track capital improve-
ment projects, the city has created 
a new capital reserves fund.

“The capital fund is a better pro-
cess to allow us to keep tabs on the 
dollars for capital projects,” City 
Manager George Shackelford said. 
“Funds won’t have to be re-bud-
geted each fiscal year.” 

Previously, funds for projects 
came out of the general fund or 
enterprise fund, with the general 
fund financing street improve-
ment projects and the enterprise 
fund financing sewer and water 
projects. Having the capital fund 
will also allow the city to carry 
over money not spent on projects 
to the next fiscal year. General and 
enterprise fund dollars expire at 
the end of the fiscal year.

 If the City Council does not 
pass the property tax increase, the 
budget will have to be amended, 
according to Windsor. 

Conservative approach 
Last year’s conservative 

approach to the budgeting pro-
cess served the city well as revenue 
projections and spending came in 
well within budgeted projections, 
according to Shackelford.

Total revenue for fiscal year 
2010–11 was $15,134,022, or 
$248,239 more than budgeted, pri-
marily because of sales tax revenue 
coming in nearly 3 percent over 
projections. For its 2011–12 bud-
get, the city continued to take a 

Budget
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

conservative approach to revenue 
projections with $14,859,605 in 
projected revenue. 

“You have to be careful when 
you’re projecting sales tax more 
than any other revenue item,” 
Shackelford said.

On the expenditure side of the 
2010–11 fiscal year, the city ended 
approximately $973,048 leaner 
than expected. Shackelford said 

this is attributed to some posi-
tion vacancies and departments 
consciously working to hold costs 
down in the current economic cli-
mate. Proposed expenditures for 
2011–12 are $15,166,472, which is 
$672,272 more than the previous 
year, due to new employees. 

“It’s a good budget—the dollars 
are sufficient to provide good ser-
vice,” he said. “It’s something the 

citizens are deserving of.”
A benefit the city was able to 

provide its citizens this year is an 
8.5 percent savings on their gas 
bill. The savings for the typical 
household will be $51 per year.

“With the savings on the gas bill 
taken against the [proposed] prop-
erty tax increase, citizens would 
see a net expense of $59 per year,” 
he said. 

The total budget for fiscal year 
2012 is $32 million, with budgeted 
ending fund balance of $23 mil-
lion, providing reserve levels of 84 
percent of operating expenditures. 

Editor’s Note: The final public 
hearing for the proposed property 
tax increase is Oct. 10 at 6 p.m. at 
city hall.

Capital improvement projects
The City of Tomball is proposing a 9 cent property tax increase, which City 
Council will vote on Oct. 17. If the increase passes, the additional $14.5 
million will go into a new capital projects fund, which will be used for road 
extensions, downtown improvements and drainage and sewer projects, 
among others. The City Council has identified three priority projects for 
the 2011–12 fiscal year. Two of the projects will be paid from the increased 
property tax and one—the extension of Brown Road—will be cash funded 
from the general and enterprise fund, which will be transferred into the 
capital projects fund. 
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$1,152,000

Brown Road

Brown Rd.

Medical Complex Dr.
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Michel Rd.

Graham Dr.

$4,594,466*

Medical Complex Drive

2920

249

*The Tomball Economic Development Corporation is contributing $1,480,560. 

2920

2978

Pool Tile Cleaning • Weekly/Monthly Maintenance 
Landscape & Outdoor Lighting • New Construction & Remodeling

Outdoor Kitchens & Arbors • Fire Pits & Features

Discover your backyard’s potential!

2 5 3 1 0  F M  2 9 7 8  •  T O M B A L L  •  7 7 3 7 5  •  2 8 1 - 3 5 1 - 1 8 0 0  •  W W W. W E G E T Y O U W E T. C O M

AqUASCAPES
POOLS&SPAS

Downtown 
Tomball

Source: City of Tomball

249

249

2920

M121 West Drainage Channel

 
The extension will provide better 
access to Tomball Regional 
Hospital from east and west. 

The channel will alleviate conditions 
causing localized flooding, eliminate onsite 
detention and improve downtown drainage.

 
The extension will provide a major east/
west corridor from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249, 
and from Hwy. 249 to FM 2920.

Detention 
Pond
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Auction schedule

Magnolia Gardens Auction House features antiques, collectibles, general 
merchandise and fine china. Merchandise is graphed and showcased on the 
auction house website in the week prior to each main auction.

•	Consignments	accepted:		
Mondays and Tuesdays,  
7 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 	

•	General	auction: Saturdays,  
7 p.m.–10 p.m.	

•	Blowout	Auction:	First Tuesday of 
the month, 7 p.m.	

•	Merchandise	pick-up:		Mondays 
and Tuesdays following the  
Saturday auction	

•	Payment	collection:	Fridays fol-
lowing auction

Magnolia Gardens Auction House 
24900 FM 1488 
Magnolia • 936-372-9041 
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Magnolia Gardens 
Auction house sells antiques and collectibles

T omball and Magnolia 
residents looking to buy or 
sell antiques can find what 

they are looking for at Magnolia 
Gardens Auction House.

Tina Murphy opened the auc-
tion house five years ago when 
she first got an auctioneer license. 
Although she runs a small auc-
tion house, Murphy maintains a 
clear philosophy on what to take 
in and what to pass up on.

“We have 35 consignors who 
examine and bring in merchan-
dise, and it took a long time to 
teach them what to look for and 
what I wanted in the auction 
house,” Murphy said. 

Murphy said her main focus 
is on merchandise that come 
directly from people’s families, 
such as heirlooms, collectibles, 
fine china and glassware.

“I enjoy hearing the little 
stories about pieces and what 
they know about their family.” 
Murphy said.

She said although most people 

at the auction are longtime cus-
tomers, she always welcomes 
newcomers.

“Buyers are given a sheet that 
goes over terms and conditions 
and how to bid when they first 
come in,” Murphy said. 

For newcomers, Murphy often 
sends handwritten notes welcom-
ing them and for regular buyers 
and sellers, she sends gifts and 
thank-you notes.

“I try to keep it real personal,” 
Murphy said. 

The first Tuesday of each 
month is when the auction house 
hosts its blowout auctions. This 
auction deals with all of the gen-
eral merchandise that will not be 
sold during the Saturday auction.

“Much of the general merchan-
dise attracts flea market buyers,” 
Murphy said. “Everything from 
go-karts and other vehicles to 
furniture. Some of the furniture 
is purchased to be refinished and 
resold, but others are buying it for 
their homes.”

As a smaller auction house, 
Magnolia Gardens is able to 
maintain a family friendly atmo-
sphere, according to Murphy.

“People will bring in food and 
other baked goods, so there’s 
always food and drink,” Murphy 
said. “We started out with only 
maybe 30 people coming to the 
auctions and now it’s standing 
room only. People get good mer-
chandise at good prices.”

Murphy said she credits part of 
the success of the auction house 
to keeping merchandise no more 
than two weeks, which helps keep 
the sales floor “fresh,” raises cus-
tomer interest and makes it easier 
to maintain storage.

“Every person that comes into 
the auction is a valuable cus-
tomer to me,” Murphy said. “The 
five dollar weekly buyer is just 
as important as the person who 
spends $600 at an auction once 
a year. That’s something that I’m 
proud of.”

Tina Murphy opened 
Magnolia Gardens Auction 

House in 2006.  

BUSINESS

By Jonathan Garris

Flowers Forever 
Floral Designs
9311 FM 1488 RD
Magnolia, TX 77354
www.FlowersForeverFlorist.com

281-259-8030
• Upscale Floral Artists
• We deliver in Magnolia, Tomball and The Woodlands
• Always a free delivery to Magnolia area funeral homes
• Locally Owned and Operated

Happy Halloween!
910 Village Square Dr., Tomball  |  (across from the post offi ce)

281-547-0405  or  281-890-7498
www.BuildingRainbowsDaySchool.com  |  buildingrainbows.tomball@gmail.com

BUILDING RAINBOWS PRE-SCHOOL

A TERRIFIC place for children 
to GROW and PLAY!

Opening in 
Tomball
November 2011

Big S
miles!

Bright Futures!

Infants-1
2 

Years Old

Mon.,Tues. & Thurs. 7 am - 6 pm | Wed. & Fri. 8 am - 6 pm | Sat. 8 am - 1 pm

VETERINARY SERVICES • BOARDING • BATHING

SUZANNE KNOOP SCOTT, DVM

38015 Spur 149 Rd., Magnolia • 281-356-2384

10% OFF 

SERVICES
New clients only.

 Mention or present ad prior to service. Expires 11/3/11

FM 1488Hwy. 149 Dobbin
Hufsmith Rd.

Spur 149

Drop by to enter your pet in our costume 
contest throughout the month of October.

Prizes awarded for the scariest, 
funniest, cutest and most original 

costumes.

WINNERS WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED OCT. 31

Halloween 
Costume Contest
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DINING

L&T Family Dining Cafe
Local favorite re-opens with new name, same values
By Brian Walzel

Lynne Moden (left) and Tina Mueller have relocated 
the former Family Dining Cafe to a new site in the 
Renaissance Center in Magnolia.

Among the most popular items on the menu at L&T 
Family Dining Cafe is the chicken fried steak. 
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1774

1488

Half-pound burgers are served with several topping choices and a side of french fries. 

Similarities and differences 
between new, old restaurant
• Size: The new location is nearly twice as 

large as the former Family Dining Cafe. 
L&T covers 2,100 square feet; the former 
cafe was 1,200 square feet. 

• Smoking section: Mueller said the new 
location offers a large non-smoking sec-
tion; the old location did not offer a non-
smoking section. 

• Staff: Mueller and Moden retained much 
of the staff, including the cooks, from the 
former location to the new L&T Family 
Dining Cafe.

Owner recommendations

• Burgers: $6.50–$8.25 
Half-pound burgers are made with a vari-
ety of toppings, including cheese, grilled 
mushrooms, grilled onions and avocados.  

• Chicken Fried Steak: $9.50, $10.95 
Served in two sizes: 4-ounces and 
8-ounces, with country gravy and home-
made mashed potatoes.  

• Biscuits and Gravy: $4.95, $5.95. 
Biscuits are served with a choice of either 
regular or sausage gravy.  

• Pancakes: $2.95–$4.95 
Served in stacks of one, two or three pan-
cakes. Additional toppings include choco-
late chips and pecans. “They’re almost as 
big as hubcaps,” Mueller said.

L&T Family Dining Cafe
18535 FM 1488, Ste. 150 
Magnolia • 281-252-4482
Tue.–Sat. 6 a.m. –9 p.m.
Sun. and Mon. 6 a.m. –2 p.m.
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While the expansion of FM 1774 
through Magnolia will no doubt 
increase mobility, the widening of 

the lanes has forced businesses along the 
road to choose between closing or moving 
to a new location. One of those businesses 
was the Family Dining Cafe. However, 
two of its most loyal workers, Tina Muel-
ler, a cook, and Lynne Moden, a waitress, 
decided they were not ready to give up on 
the business.  

Moden has lived in the Magnolia com-
munity for 12 years, Mueller for more 
than 20. They 
partnered to buy 
the company from 
its former owner 
and relocated the 
restaurant east 
across the railroad 
tracks to a site 
in the Renaissance Center in May. They 
retained the Family Dining Cafe moniker, 
but added their initials resulting in the 
new name – L&T Family Dining Cafe.

The name of the restaurant is more 
than a title. It is a reflection of the cul-
ture at L&T Family Dining Cafe, accord-
ing to Mueller. 

“We’re family. Everybody who comes 
in here is family,” Mueller said. “If you’re 
not, the first time you will be. If not the 
first time, the second time you will be.”

The original Family Dining Cafe had a 
dedicated following among its customers. 
However, the closing and relocation, and 
the subsequent wild fires that devastated 
the area have brought unique challenges 

to Mueller and Moden.
Mueller lives off Riley Road, the same 

street that gave name to the 20,000-acre 
blaze that destroyed 76 homes. One of 
those homes was Mueller’s. 

That followed the three-month layoff 
between the former restaurant’s closing 
and the new opening, two significant 
challenges Mueller and Moden said they 
fought hard to overcome.

“The biggest challenge was being down 
in three months,” Mueller said. “We had 
to relocate, had to find ourselves, and 

open. Then [there were] 
the fires, so it’s been pretty 
challenging.”

The décor is simple, 
small-town-Texas befitting 
the values of the town L&T 
Family Dining Cafe calls 
home. The food, however, 

is anything but simplistic. Featuring sig-
nature breakfast, lunch and dinner items 
created by cook Tammie Henderson, who 
has worked for the restaurant for more 
than three years, everything is homemade 
with the freshest possible ingredients, 
Mueller said.

Moden and Mueller retained much of 
the homestyle, homemade creations that 
were popular at the original location. 

In a restaurant culture where chicken 
fried steak is more a badge of honor and 
cause for argument, Mueller and Moden 
claim to lead the pack.

“We really do have the best chicken 
fried steak in town,” Moden said. “I don’t 
care what anybody says.”

“We really do have the best 
chicken fried steak in town,  
I don’t care what anybody says.”

— Lynne Moden
Co-owner

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!

Saturday • October 8 • 10 am   
The weekend Herb Gardener for Fall
Presented by Ann Wheeler, Log House Herbs
No time? Busy schedule? Herb gardening on the 	 y!

Tuesday • October 11 • 10 am   
Fall Vegetable Container Gardening
Presented by Jeremy Kollaus
Utilize your containers to maximize your vegetable harvest

Thursday • October 13 • 10 am–Noon NEW 
Book Signing
Authors include: Peter Kukieski, curator of the Peggy Rockefeller 
Rose Garden • Gaye Hammond & Kathy Huber 
“The Sustainable Rose Garden”

Tuesday • October 18 • 10 am NEW
Edible Flowers- Having Your Flowers and Eating Them Too!
Presented by Henry Flowers, MacAshan Gardens
Please your eyes and your palate.

Saturday • October 22 • 10 am NEW
7 Steps To A Knock-out Landscape
Presented by Cherie Colburn
Landscape the way the pros do!

Saturday • October 22 • 11:30 am NEW
Recipe For A 24-7 Garden
Presented by Cherie Colburn
Get the full bene� t from your home’s LARGEST room, the one outside. 
Cherie will be available after class for a book signing!

Sunday• October 23 • 10 am NEW
Fall Favorites For The Grill
Presented by Chef Molly Fowler, Houston’s own Dining Diva
Get your grill on!

Saturday October 29 • 10 am NEW
Heritage Homestead: Grandmother’s Garden
Presented by Jacquelyn Thompson, author “Sabine Crossing”
Plants shared with friends & family build the garden from the ground up

Saturday November 5 • 10 am–2 pm
Deck the Halls
Let the Arbor Gate inspire you for the holidays

dd OO

281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online
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Homes from the $150s to $1 Million +
936-447-2800 • WoodforestTx.com

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence 
when selecting a home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties 
on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and availability are subject to change 
without notice. 

Join us for a frightfully good 5K obstacle course 
fun run! You’ll tackle the Tunnel of Terror, Monster 
Mud Bath, Horrifying Hay Hurdles, Boooot Camp, 
along with a few other tricky and sticky challenges 
before reaching the finish. Teams and costumes are 
encouraged. Little monsters as young as age 7 may 
compete. Post-race fun begins at 11am and includes 

a monstrous pumpkin patch sponsored by Keller 
Williams – The Woodlands & Magnolia, kid’s activity 
stations, a rock wall, games and more. Awards will 
be given for best individual and team costume. 
Proceeds from the event benefit The Montgomery 
County Food Bank. Everyone is asked to bring a
$5 donation or five non-perishable food items.  

Don’t let this one sneak by you! 
Log onto WoodforestTx.com for race details

and to register for the Woodforest MONSTER DASH!

Susan Combs
Texas comptroller of public accounts
By Community Impact Newspaper Staff

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters in Pflugerville, 
Texas featuring leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in the area.

Susan Combs was elected Texas comptroller of public accounts in 2006 and 2010. She 
has served as agriculture commissioner and as a representative in the state Legislature. 
She also worked for the federal government in the General Services Administration. 

What do you think the state has done to 
help foster the kind of [business] climate 
that’s in Texas?

I think we got our heads handed to us 
in the early 1980s. It was a terrible reces-
sion, and the state woke up and said, 
“Whoops, this was a big deal.”

The Legislature did a couple of things. 
One was to establish the Rainy Day 
Fund, which was established in 1987.

Secondly, we decided that we had to 
diversify the economy. Oil and gas is a 
powerful industry—it’s a great indus-
try—but we had to diversify because if 
you put all of your eggs in one industrial 
basket, you can get in trouble. So today, 
we are more diverse as an economy than 
either of our neighbors—Canada or 
Mexico. We have got a very, very strong 
high-tech [sector], a very strong bank-
ing financial sector [and a] very strong 
health care [sector]…

The third thing [the Legislature] really 
looked at was: how does government 
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spend money? I think they embarked on a 
very strategic, fiscally prudent set of prin-
ciples, [such as] don’t spend more than 
you bring in, which of course we can’t do 
because we can’t run deficit budgets. 

Is there maybe a biggest misconception 
of where people think their taxes go?

I think people think their taxes go to 
state employees, and they don’t, really. 

The state agencies are in a sense the 
peripheral to the budget drivers. There 
are three major budget drivers: one is 
public education, which is about 45–48 
percent of all available revenue. Then, 
there’s higher education…Higher educa-
tion gets you to up to about 60 [percent]. 
Health is the remaining 30 percent. 

We [have about] 90 percent [of the 
budget] in those three areas, and that’s 
where all of the money is.

One of the state’s core principles is, 
“Government should be limited in size 

and mission but must be highly effective 
in performing the task it undertakes.” 
Can you give some examples of how your 
office has worked toward this principle?

The first few months [my team was 
in the Comptroller’s office], we noticed 
that we had five separate purchase orders 
for toner cartridges. Well, that was 
crazy. We consolidated those and saved 
$74,000. We went through the entire 
agency and looked at basic expenditure 
silos. We saved about $11 million inside 
the agency in the four and a half years 
I’ve been there by not doing stupid stuff. 
And that can be a challenge…

I’m trying to push through to every-
body [that the budget is made up of] 

taxpayer money; be efficient and effective.
 

Over the last 12 months, what are some 
small wins that you can point to so 
people could say that we’ve got some 
momentum going?

Sales tax revenue is up 16 months in 
a row. Job hiring is up. Motor vehicle 
[sales] lead the way into a depression and 
lead the way out, and they are way up. 
You have companies relocating here.

People come here. It’s very can-do, and 
it’s very optimistic.

Susan Combs, Texas comptroller of public accounts, answers a question from John Garrett, publisher of 
Community Impact Newspaper. Combs said she has worked to decrease waste in public spending. 

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Comment at impactnews.com
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Friends of Texas Wildlife 
Organization rescues injured, abandoned animals

It is not unusual for Friends of Texas 
Wildlife to receive desperate phone 
calls from residents wanting to help 

wildlife, but unsure of what to do.
The nonprofit organization takes in 

and rehabilitates injured, orphaned and 
displaced wildlife in Montgomery and 
north Harris counties. This might include 
a raccoon that gets hit by a car, squirrels 
displaced during Hurricane Ike or baby 
animals that have been orphaned due to 
the fact that their mother has been killed, 
according to vice president Cheryl Meyer.

The animals are fed, housed and cared 
for until they are ready to be released back 
into the wild. In addition, the organiza-
tion partners with local veterinarians to 
provide medical care for injured animals.

“The public is generally very, very 
caring and sympathetic. We often get 
calls from people in tears who have just 
witnessed an animal getting hit by a car 
or they find animals in their yard that are 
dehydrated and starving, and they’ll call 
us. They’re frantic and they’re crying and 
seeking help for those animals,” she said.

Friends of Texas has a hotline and web-
site that provide specific instructions on 

NONPROFIT

By Michelle LeBlanc

Two baby raccoons sound asleep after being fed.
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Friends of Texas Wildlife
P.O. Box 130786
The Woodlands • 281-259-0039
www.friendsoftexaswildlife.org

what to do when an animal is found, but 
generally, they should not feed it, but keep 
it warm and quiet and call the hotline. 

The organization began about 15 
years ago in Burroughs Park in Harris 
County. It was originally funded by the 
county, but the funding was taken away 
and three volunteers remained. Today, 
Friends of Texas has about 45 rehabilita-
tors—who are trained and must receive 
permits to care for the animals—and will 
open a wildlife intake center in Magnolia 
in November. It continues to grow and 
expects to care for nearly 2,000 animals 
in 2011.

The intake center will serve as the 
primary location for the intake, care and 
eventual distribution of wildlife to a per-
mitted rehabilitator. 

“Prior to this, when someone found an 
injured animal we would have to meet at 
Kroger in the parking lot or at someone’s 
home. The intake center is just a blessing, 
and it’s been donated to us.”

Because Friends of Texas is a nonprofit 
organization, donations and volunteers 
are key, Meyer said.

“We survive on donations. We get no 

funding from the state or funding from 
the county and the only way we can con-
tinue to do what we do is through dona-
tions,” Meyer said. “To do everything that 
we do is a very expensive venture.” 

Raccoons stay with their rehabilitators 
for about seven to eight months, squir-
rels for three months and fawns for six to 
seven months which requires money for 
food and veterinary care.

“Money is always the best [donation] 
because that helps us to buy medications,” 
she said. “We give vaccinations to our rac-
coons and never release them unless they 

are fully vaccinated and those vaccines 
are very expensive.” 

Prospective volunteers may take train-
ing classes to decide if they want to work 
with the animals. Volunteers are also 
needed to answer phones, clean cages, do 
yard work and maintenance 

“We can accommodate a lot of inter-
ests,” she said.

HEALTHY LAWN YEAR ROUND

Call for a FREE Estimate
& Lawn Analysis

281.681.1025 {0} 
281.419.5311 {f}

www.lawnrangercompany.com

$25 OFF
Brown Patch 
Treatment
with Green Lawn 
System Program

Expires: 12/31/11

THE WHISTLE STOP
TEA ROOM

107 Commerce • Tomball, TX 77375
281-255-2455 • 281-255-2453 fax
www.thewhistlestoptearoom.com

Located in the Relics by the Railroad Center

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE: 
Anyone, the whole family, or just the kids

PRIZES: 
1st Place: Free Photo Session–D&K Photography

2nd Place: Boo-licious Basket–Cindy Jaeger Designs

SATURDAY–OCTOBER 15th
4:00 pm–6:00 pm / 210 W. Main Street, Tomball, TX 77375

www.cindyjaegerdesigns.blogspot.com

Anyone, the whole family, or just the kidsAnyone, the whole family, or just the kidsAnyone, the whole family, or just the kids

Free Photo Session–D&K PhotographyFree Photo Session–D&K PhotographyFree Photo Session–D&K PhotographyFree Photo Session–D&K Photography
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Dogs must be leashed and under control at all times, current on all vaccinations and wearing a current rabies tag.  
Aggressive dogs are not permitted on the premises.  Dogs must be removed at the first sign of aggression.

F I N D  B A L A N C E

11,400-acre master-planned community 
 Homes from the $170s to over $1 million

281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270
www.bridgeland.com

2010 Texas Association of Builders’ Developer of the Year
2010 GHBA Developer of the Year

For more information visit
www.bridgeland.com/events

Saturday, October 29 
10am-4pm in Oak Meadow Park

Proceeds Benefit 
Participating Animal Rescue Groups

Muttville Comix c Splash Dogs Dock-Diving 
Competition c Performance by Houston Canine 
Frisbee Disc Club c World Famous Circus Clown 
“Guennadi” & His Entertaining Dog Act c 
Magician & Street Performers c Food Truck 
Area with a Variety of Unique Cuisine 
c Trick-or-Treating for Kids & Pets c 
Doggie Fashion Show & Pet Parade c Fall 
Fest Area c Farmers’ Market & Pumpkin Patch 
c Pumpkin Decorating c And much more!

3rd Annual Spooktacular
presents the

Collision & Accessories
Roger Roth   |  281-357-8686
26010 Tomball Parkway  |  Tomball, 77375

www. innovativetruckncar.com

$25 OFF 
Any accessories, tint, 

or bedliner

$250 OFF 
Deductible 

for collision repair

Collision Repair & Insurance Claims
Lifetime Guarantee
Custom Paint & Pinstriping
Spray on Bedliners
Nerf Bars • Grille Guards
Car Audio
Tint & Alarms
Lift Kits • Goose Neck Hitches 
Auto Detailing
Bed Covers

2011 HEART WALKS
Join the American Heart Association for a Heart Walk in your neighborhood! 

Come out for a family friendly non-competitive walk and help fight the 
number 1 and number 3 killer, heart disease and stroke.

Northwest Harris 
County

www.nwharrisheartwalk.org

Saturday, October 22, 2011
Lone Star College-CyFair

9191 Barker Cypress Road, 
Cypress, TX 77433

Montgomery 
County

Saturday, November 5, 2011
Aon Hewitt

9500 Lakeside Blvd, 
The Woodlands, TX 77381

www.montgomerycountyheartwalk.org

2011 Northwest Harris County Heart Walk
locally sponsored by

2011 Montgomery County Heart Walk 
locally sponsored by

1112_MC-NW_Ad_4.9167x6.04.indd   1 8/25/2011   5:16:22 PM

DAVID YOUSENASNA
Pharm.D., R.Ph.

Caring for you and about you

TOMBALL MEDICAL PLAZA | 506 GRAHAM DR, STE 140 | 832.559.6413

MON–FRI 7AM– 6PM | SAT 9AM–1PM

FREE DELIVERY! 

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
RIGHT SERVICE, RIGHT PRICE, RIGHT QUICK
MOMOSTST IINSNSURURANANCECE PPLALANSNS AACCCCEPEPTETEDD

WHAT CAN TOMBALL 
HEALTH MART DO FOR YOU?
• Prescriptions ready in MINUTES, not hours
• Provide best pricing for uninsured patients
• Provide Professional Personized Service with   
   delivery available to your home or offi ce

Tomball Health Mart 
is your locally owned 
community pharmacy
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INSIDE INFO

By Nathaniel Stone

Serving the community
Law enforcement agencies collaborate to serve area

Along Hwy. 249, more than 
six local law enforcement 
agencies are responsible 

for keeping the peace. They range 
in size from the Magnolia Police 
Department, with 10 full-time 
employees, to the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office, the largest sher-
iff’s office in Texas and third-larg-
est in the nation. Additionally, 
agencies like the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety and the 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
enforce state laws.

“We have a good working 
relationship with all law enforce-
ment agencies, even ones we’re 
not adjacent to,” said Captain 
Rick Grassi of the Tomball 
Police Department. “It comes 
naturally—it doesn’t matter what 
color the uniform is, we have the 
same task at hand.”

Tomball area
The Tomball Police Depart-

ment is primarily responsible 
for areas within the Tomball city 

limits. Officers in the Uniformed 
Patrol Division respond to citizen 
service requests, ensure traf-
fic safety, conduct preliminary 
investigations and provide first-
responder emergency services.

“Here in Tomball we’re near 
the county line, so if a suspect is 
coming through Tomball we may 
be asked to assist other agencies,” 
Grassi said. “We have quicker 
response times to certain areas 
around Tomball.”

In unincorporated areas of 
Harris County, both the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office and 
various constables’ offices provide 
criminal law enforcement and 
emergency response.  Precinct 4 
Constable Ron Hickman’s office 
includes the Tomball area as part 
of its northern Harris County 
jurisdiction. HCSO maintains 
a visible presence in northwest 
Harris County from its substa-
tion located off Hwy. 249.

While their territorial juris-
dictions overlap, the agencies 

specialize in different tasks.
“A constable may respond 

to a crime scene, but may turn 
the case over to [the Sheriff’s 
Office] because they don’t have a 
homicide unit, for example,” said 
Christina Garza, media relations 
manager for the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office. “We collaborate 
with other agencies whenever 
called upon.”

Magnolia area
Within the Magnolia city lim-

its, the Magnolia Police Depart-
ment is the primary law enforce-
ment agency.  Outside the city 
limits, the primary agency for 
criminal law enforcement is the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The MCSO is aided by a radio 
system that enables deputies to 
communicate directly via radio 
with other agencies. The system, 
established by Motorola in early 
2009, enables faster response 
times to incidents like a pursuit 

over county lines.
“Prior to that, it could be a long 

process,” said MCSO Lieutenant 
Dan Norris.

The Magnolia area is also 
served by Montgomery County 
Precinct 5 Constable  David Hill. 
Unlike the more urban Harris 
County, Montgomery County 
constables are primarily respon-
sible for service of legal process, 

issuing subpoenas to witnesses 
and executing court judgments. 
However, all Texas constables, 
as well as their deputies, have all 
the law enforcement powers that 
other peace officers have.

“They do help us in criminal 
law enforcement, and when the 
need is there, we assist when 
they’re short-handed,”  
Norris said.

Certifi ed Auto Body & Paint Center

9350 FM 1960 West, Houston, 77070 
Intersection of Perry Road & FM 1960 
Hours: 7:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri., 9-1 Sat.

Call today for a FREE estimate

713-481-4493

Insurance claims?
• High deductible? We can help!
• Lifetime warranty on all bodywork
• Rental cars

ANY SERVICE
$500 minimum purchase. Not available with any other offers. Some restrictions 

may apply. Must present coupon at time of estimate. See store for details. 
Expires 11-3-11.

$100 OFF

Harris County Sheriff Adrian Garcia addresses representatives of several area law 
enforcement agencies on the “No Refusal” weekend July 4.

Nail Studio
“For that look you’ve always wanted”

Limit one per customer. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Expires 12/3/11.

This past Spring, CND came out with a product called “Shellac” Nail Polish. 
“Shellac” gives you more stability than the usual manicure and lasts up to 14 days!

poshnailstudio.com25310 FM 2978  |  TOMBALL  |  281.516.7300

NOW OFFERING
Tanning Packages

Airbrush or Tanning beds

First Time Customers 
Receive $20 OFF 6 Month Package

Manicure / Pedicure

Free Shellac

FALL SPECIAL

$45



20 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Tomball/Magnolia Edition

W hen Charles Hooks, Jr. built a 
runway on his property east of 
Tomball, Bush Intercontinental 

Airport was still a vision in the minds of 
Houston city planners.  George H. W. Bush 
was still a U. S. congressman at the time 
Hooks opened his field to the public in the 
mid-1960s.

Hooks started his project to satisfy 
his enthusiast’s love for aviation, and the 
runway was his for personal use before 
he decided that investment in terminals, 
larger runways and hangars would be a 
profitable business decision. 

Not long after Northwest Houston Air-
port opened, tragedy struck Hooks when 
his son David—five days short of his 16th 
birthday—was killed with his instructor in 
a training crash March 13, 1965.

“David loved to fly,” said Omelia Barnes, 
who worked for Charles Hooks, Jr. in his 
home and at the airport restaurant as a 
cook for nearly three decades and  helped 
raise the four Hooks children. 

“I was at their home making cookies and 
David was about to fly, and the last thing 
he said to me was, ‘Save me some cookies,’” 
Barnes said. “It was sad around there, but 
they went right on.”

Charles Hooks changed the airport’s 
name to David Wayne Hooks Memorial 
Airport shortly after his son’s death.

During the next 20 years, Hooks suc-
cessfully developed his airport to serve a 
growing local and regional population. 
Two asphalt runways, a seaplane landing 
area and four large helicopter pads serve a 
diverse mix of aircraft. 

Aviation enthusiasts, student pilots, 
business travelers, police and emergency 
services and military personnel have 
made use of the facility that was originally 

The David Wayne Hooks Memorial Airport was opened to the public in the mid 60s. 

intended to be Charles Hooks’ personal air 
strip.

The airport’s seaplane area was used for 
many years as the distribution point for 
the Lake Amphibian, a small amphibi-
ous four-seat aircraft with a distinctive 
pusher-propeller mounted atop the fuse-
lage. From 1969 until 1982, Hooks was 
also the alternate field for the Goodyear 
Blimp America, which was just off  I-45 
in Spring.

Along with serving the aviation com-
munity, Hooks Airport has been a popular 
meeting place. Before a kitchen was built 
on the site, Barnes would cook food at the 
Hooks home and bring it to the airport to 
serve to airmen and personnel.

Barnes said when completed, the 
airport restaurant hosted regular civic 
get-togethers such as a weekly informal 
meeting of Tomball doctors. Occasional 
celebrity visits and military stopovers 
have been a highlight at Hooks.

The Hooks family continued to encoun-
ter further tragedy. In February 1986, 
300 of the 500 planes at the airport were 
damaged or destroyed when tornadoes 
rampaged through the Tomball area. Less 
than two months later, Hooks’ daughter 
Katherine died in a car accident in May 
1986. Hooks died in December 1989, 
shortly after he sold the airport to Jag Gill 
and his family.

In recent years, the City of Tomball has 
negotiated with the Gill family and the 
City of Houston over annexing the facil-
ity, which has blossomed from a solitary 
landing strip to a regional airport with 
more than 600 daily takeoffs and landings 
serving pilots worldwide.  

By Nathaniel Stone

Hooks Airport
Tomball airport has seen growth and tragedy
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Source: “Welcome to Tomball” by Lessie Upchurch and the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

Find us on Facebook

281.259.9943 
6875 FM 1488, Ste 1400, Magnolia, TX
6704 Sterling Ridge Dr, Ste A, The Woodlands, TX

Paul PiPer, M.D.
Endocrinology

Same-Day Appointments Available!

Thyroid Diseases including 
Thyroid Nodules and 
Thyroid Cancer

Endocrine Disease during 
Pregnancy including Thyroid 
Disease and Diabetes

Prevention and Medical 
Treatment of Kidney Stones

Osteoporosis and Prevention 
of Fractures

Management of Lipid Disorders

Low Testosterone in Men

Disorders of Adrenal and 
Pituitary Glands

Diabetes and Metabolic 
Syndrome

DIABETES
EDUCATION

Enhancing ExcEptional 
Endocrinology carE  

in our arEa

SOBRIETY. 
Around here, it’s addictive.

Since 1990, we care for people struggling with drug or alcohol addiction, o�ering 
intensive outpatient therapy, adolescent treatment, sober living accommodations 

at nearby Momentum House (momentumhouse.com), and aftercare.
• Client satisfaction of more than 96% •
• Locations serving north Houston, 

   Cypress, Tomball, Copper�eld, 
   Spring, Champions, 

    and The Woodlands •

281.895.9661 or 1-87-SOBRIETY

 

(877.627.4389)

RightStep.com

L I V E  L I F E  S O B E R

Insurance Accepted 

TOMBALL
281-351-2345

Academy Center
SH 249 @ FM 2920

LAKEWOOD
281-376-8364
Lakewood Forest Center

SH 249 @ Louetta

WOODLANDS
936-321-2345

Randall’s Center
FM 1488 @ SH 242

CYPRESS
281-213-8199

Kroger Center
SH 290 @ Spring Cypress

GLEANNLOCH
281-376-2422

Kroger Center
Champion Forest @ Spring Cypress

“We Care About You”

All Stylists Are Certifi ed Redken 
Color Specialists

For more information visit 
www.classichairsalon.com

HIGHLIGHT,
HAIRCUT, & STYLE

New Clients Only

Expires 1/31/12. Expires 1/31/12.

Now Located in Academy Center
Redken gift (hairspray) with any hair 

service in October/November.
One per person.

October 11th • 5–7 PM 
Register to win 1.5 carat diamond ring with any hair service in October/November. Drawing held on Dec. 2.

$30 OFF
NOW OPEN

RE-GRAND OPENING/OPEN HOUSE

New Clients Only

$10 OFF
HAIRCUT
& STYLE
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 Turkey 
Supper& Bazaar

T hursday, Oct. 20, 2011

St John Lutheran Church Fellowship Center
All you can eat (dine-in only) & Supper to go
Serving time: 4:30-7:30 PM
Adult: $10 • Children (5-12): $5
Children (4 & under): FREE, Dine-in only
Sponsored by: St. John SIS & Dorcas Guild
Proceeds and Thrivent matching funds benefi t mission projects

50th Annual

FREE 

Cookbook
Must present coupon. While 

supplies last. Expires 10/20/11.

15235 Spring Cypress Rd., Cypress, TX  •  281.373.0503  •  www.stjohn-lutheran.net SERVICES: Surgical • Chiropractic • Boarding • Dental • Preventative • Grooming

M,T,W,F: 7:30am – 6:00pm
Thursday (Wellness Day):
9:00am – 2:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am – 1:00pm
Closed:  1st & 3rd Saturday of each month

26219 Kuykendahl

281.401.9610
www.CreeksideParkVMC.com

Valid only with this coupon. Not valid with any
 other specials or offers. Expires:11/3/11

SERVICES10 % OFF
Special Offer

Woodlands Pkwy.

Creekside Forest Dr.

Augusta Pines Dr.
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WELLNESS DAY!
Discounted Exams, 
Vaccines, & Testing

Every Thursday

Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Now Open
Houston 8th Dimension 
Comics and Games had a 
grand opening celebration 
Aug. 27 at 8475 Hwy. 6 N. 
Comic books, graphic novels, 
toys and T-shirts are available 
at the store, along with card 
games, board games, role 
playing games and kid-friendly 
comics. 281-856-6506, 
www.8thdimensioncomics.
com

The Woodlands Coal 
Burger, 20 Waterway Ave., 
Ste. 150, the “coal-fired 
burgeria,” serves up all-
natural grass fed and organic 
hamburgers and chicken 
sandwiches with house-made 
dipping sauces in a casual 
setting. 281-292-6385,
www.coalburger.com

The Woodlands Brazos 
Transit District’s Sterling 
Ridge Park and Ride, 8001 
McBeth Way, offers bus routes 
to downtown Houston every 20 
minutes beginning at 5:25 a.m. 
The Park and Ride currently 
offers a limited service with 
limited available spaces. $10 
(round trip ticket). 
832-813-0809, www.btd.org

Coming Soon
Cypress The second location 
of Lucky’s Pub, a downtown 
Houston sports bar, will open 
at the beginning of October at 
27216 Hwy. 290, Ste. 100. The 
bar, which also has a private 
party room, serves fresh-made 
food for lunch and dinner, 
including pizzas, burgers and 
cheesesteak egg rolls.  
www.luckyspub.com

The Candy House
27160 Glen Loch Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-0564

The Woodlands Late last 
month, two of the six boats that 
comprise the fleet of Waterway 
Cruisers were taken out of the 
water for a facelift. 

The vessels, each 35 feet 
long, were removed by crane 
and transported to Professional 
Yacht Management in Kemah for 
refurbishing. The project is being 
funded by the The Woodlands 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

“[Professional Yacht Manage-
ment] will fix them up, make 
them pretty, change the signage 
and graphics, and bring them to 
a quality condition that people in 
The Woodlands expect,” said Nick 
Wolda, president of the CVB.

The renovation process for each 
pair of boats will take six to eight 
weeks, with an estimated time 
frame of 18–24 months for the 

Local builders bear escalating burdens

The Candy HouseWaterway cruiser fleet heads to Kemah for 
two-year restoration project
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Houston Houston leads the 
nation in new housing starts, and 
the values of new homes in Hous-
ton have not seen major drops, 
according to the Greater Houston 
Builders Association. However, 
local builders are grumbling that 
costs to construct a new home are 
increasing due to additional fees 
and regulation enforcement, and 
this could affect future business. 

On top of increasing construc-
tion costs, building companies 
cannot bump up the price of 
homes during the economic 
downturn. Statistics show new 
home sales are at substantial lows: 
the National Association of Home 
Builders reported the number of 
new homes for sale in the U.S. in 

The Woodlands Donald Baker 
has spent more than two decades 
dishing out treats to his customers 
at the Candy House, the old-
fashioned candy store he purchased 
with his wife and daughter in 1989.

“We are a Mom and Pop gift 
shop where you can be personally 
involved in choosing the gifts you 
want and the candies you need,” 
Baker said from behind the coun-
ter of his shop with a sign with a 
brown house, candy cane chimney 
and lollipop window hanging 
behind his head. “I don’t think it’s 
that way at Target or Wal Mart. 
You can come in here and tell us 
what you want, and it makes it a 
little more personal.” 

When Baker purchased the 
Candy House in 1989, it was 
located in the Panther Creek Shop-
ping Center in The Woodlands.  
Full story by Marie Leonard

July fell to a 48-year record low.
Despite builders’ problems, low 

prices make now an ideal time for 
homeowners to buy new homes, 
said Gene Swang, Houston divi-
sion president for David Weekley 
Homes, which builds homes in 
Cypress communities such as 
Towne Lake and Bridgeland. 

“Our consumers are getting the 
very best home that has ever been 
built at the lowest price possible,” 
Swang said. 

Builders said they will have to 
raise their home prices if costs 
keep increasing, but for now, they 
are optimistic about construction, 
especially in Northwest Houston. 
Full story by Molly Ryan

entire fleet, Wolda said.
Professional Yacht Manage-

ment was chosen in July to 
conduct the refurbishment after 
submitting the winning bid.
Full story by Nathaniel Stone

Top Story

DiningTourism

Construction continues at the site of a new David Weekley home in the Towne Lake 
despite the down economy and increased building costs. 
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The six cruisers will be undergoing 
renovation over the next two years. 

S. Panther 
Creek Dr.

Grogans  

M
ill Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy.

Glen Loch
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REAL ESTATE

Treeline
Tomball - 77377

Number of homes: 315 lots, currently building

Square footage: 2,800–4,400 

Home values: $280,000–600,000 

HOA dues (estimated):$1,035 per year

Amenities: Recreation center, pool, 
playground, splash park

Property taxes:

Harris County 0.38805 
Harris County Dept. of Educ. 0.00658 
Harris County ESD 16 0.05000 
Harris County Flood Control 0.02923 
Harris County Hospital 0.19216 
Harris County EMSD 11 0.03000 
Lone Star College System 0.11760 
NW Harris County MUD 5 0.80000 
Port of Houston Authority 0.02054 
Tomball ISD 1.36000

Total (per $100 value)_______________2.99416 

Schools:

Willow Creek Elementary
18302 North Eldridge Parkway
281-357-3080

Willow Wood Junior High
11770 Gregson Road
281-357-3030

Tomball Memorial High
19100 Northpointe Ridge Lane
281-357-3230 

12027 Rampy Green Drive $364,500 
4–5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,153 sq. ft.
Agent:  David Lockwood, ReMax Westside 
Realtors, 281-320-1952

17823 Winkler Willow Court $329,900
3–4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,454 sq. ft.
Agent:  David Flory, ReMax Professional Group, 
281-477-0345

17919 Kathywood $284,500
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,263 sq. ft.
Agent:  Joe Rothchild, Keller Williams 
Signature, 281-599-6500

12411 Scherer Woods Court $240,000
3 Bedroom/ 2 Bath 2,654 sq. ft.
Agent:  Debbie Brown, Coldwell Banker United 
Realtors Champion Forest , 281-217-7275
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Spring Cypress Rd.

249

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

9 3 62

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

19 2882/4381 285,500/594,990

On the market  (As of 9/26/2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (July 31, 2010-August 31, 2011)

Market Data Tomball and Magnolia

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market 

77354 77355 77362 77375 77377

Less than $149,999 48/104 50/120 13/81 148/100 43/89

$150,000–$199,999 33/108 36/88 — 64/104 68/101

$200,000–$299,999 71/95 37/117 4/70 52/123 87/101

$300,000–$399,999 48/105 28/128 2/144 9/95 22/80

$400,000–$499,999 45/150 19/201 4/134 12/131 10/315

$500,000–$599,999 26/155 21/144 — 3/192 8/135

$600,000–$799,999 13/331 10/135 1/61 3/111 5/127

$800,000–$999,999 6/118 6/141 1/66 3/111 5/125

$1 million + 8/103 7/95 2/907 1/107 3/240

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77354 77355 77362 77375 77377

Aug. 2011 46/255,966 29/198,847 1/125,000 70/134,780 38/189,718

Aug. 2010 34/251,741 15/218,729 4/198,100 55/138,708 33/233,470

July 2011 49/298,196 22/233,619 5/169/680 46/159,256 46/237,866

June 2011 43/258,217 23/284,039 7/148,614 43/138334 38/231,976

May 2011 46/254,350 31/255,930 8/201,988 43/138,334 38/231,976

April 2011 32/246,929 14/194,010 — 46/146,120 38/188,619

March 2011 12/280,500 10/228,189 1/56,175 17/144,982 21/206,572

Feb. 2011 24/245,039 21/255,821 2/237,500 38/138,698 26/203,864

Jan. 2011 18/265,221 18/195,893 — 29/127,303 15/234,245

On the market  (August 1-31) Monthly home sales

Data compiled by 
Cheryl Critton 

Texas Home Group Realtors
832-274-5440 | www.dreamhomesbycheryl.com

Cheryl Critton REALTOR
832.274.5440 • cheryl@teamcritton.com • www.dreamhomesbycheryl.com

M a g n o l i a  •  T o m b a l l  •  S p r i n g  •  T h e  W o o d l a n d s

For help to buy or sell a home, or more information on these great properties, call Cheryl Critton.

Just Listed...
Call Cheryl 
for details!



We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!


