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Cities set strategies to
direct business boom
Local styles vary for economic development
By Erich Hiner

Like all city economic development corporations, or EDCs, the
EDCs of the Austin suburbs are
tasked with selling businesses on
relocating to their cities.
Bringing in new companies
creates new jobs, expands cities’ tax bases and diversifies the
region’s employer base.
But with area economic and
population growth reaching
record highs, Greater Austin
has begun to sell itself, said Joey
Grisham, CEO of the Hutto Economic Development Corp.
“The buzz is Austin above Dallas or even Houston,” Grisham
said. “Austin is the brand, the
hottest market in the country.”

As selling Austin’s regional
brand gets easier, area cities’ true
challenge is more likely deciding
what kind of growth is best and
how far they should go to get it.
“Economic development is
about incentivizing what a community wants and needs,” said
Amy Madison, assistant executive director of the Pflugerville
Community Development Corp.,
or PCDC. “It is a matter of how we
grow, what we want and where we
want it.”
A Texas-built model
The state of Texas has allowed
cities to create EDCs since 1979,
and roughly 700 cities have opted
to do so since then, according to

Bringing home business
Economic development corporations aim to attract firms with financial
incentives or indirect marketing. Below are area EDCs’ combined
promotional and incentive spending for fiscal years 2012 and 2013.

2013 spending

Hutto
Economic
Development
Corp.
Round Rock
Economic
Development
Partnership
Pflugerville
Community
Development
Corp.

By Erich Hiner

When Round Rock resident Letretia
McGraw first moved into her public subsidized housing unit off Lance Lane in Round
Rock in 2012, she was not happy about the
change. To the 40-year-old single mother,

Discounted, publicly
owned housing units
that are rented and
maintained by the local housing authority

Access is limited
to low-income
households and
qualifying disabled
people and seniors

$2,529,043

the Texas comptroller’s office.
EDCs are governed by boards of
directors who are appointed by
city councils and mayors. Councils also oversee EDCs’ operations and approve major projects.
While EDCs are not unique to
Texas, the state has a unique way
of funding them. State regulations allow cities to adopt special sales and use taxes for use in

See Housing | 36

RRHA’s units currently accommodate
93 households
throughout the city

Rent is adjusted to
accommodate a
household’s income

WHAT IS THE
HOUSING CHOICE
VOUCHER PROGRAM?

Vouchers come
directly from the
U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development or are
transferred to the
RRHA from other
housing authorities

+686.1%

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

public housing was where people went to put
their lives on hold.
“Whenever someone mentioned public
housing, I would cringe. I didn’t want to see
myself in public housing because I saw it as
a dead end. I saw it as a place where nothing
‘lived,’” she said, adding that “living” for her
means leading a fulfilling life. “My first mindset was, ‘I’ve got to get out of here.’”

Rental assistance in
the form of a voucher

2012

+216.3%

$711,750

When Round Rock residents need financial help for housing, they can apply for two forms
of aid from the Round Rock Housing Authority, a local agency that works with other local
organizations and the federal government to provide housing and rent assistance.

WHAT IS
PUBLIC HOUSING?

change from

-3.2%

$31,902

Growth constricts housing options
Round Rock’s population, home
prices limit affordable choices

Now Open, Coming Soon & more
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Recipients use the
voucher to offset
rents at privately
owned and
managed properties
Access is limited
very low-income
individuals and
families

Source: Round Rock Housing Authority

economic development. EDCs
use the money collected from the
tax—which must be approved by
voters and is capped by state law
at 1 percent—to market the city
to companies and put together
incentives for firms considering
relocating or expanding. Cities
can also use part of the tax for
transportation projects.

9 TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
The latest on local road projects

11 PARKS AND RECREATION
Lake Pflugerville to get upgrades

13 HIGHER EDUCATION
ACC board calls for bond, tax
elections in November

15 MUNICIPAL NEWS
Pflugerville considers new
sidewalks along FM 685

17 ENVIRONMENT
Hutto ISD cuts water, power costs

21 CITY & COUNTY

FEATURES

See EDCs | 39

Repairing the
‘safety net’
Lone Star Circle of Care plots
course after layoffs

22 CALENDAR
25 RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
Pflugerville’s Hawaiian Falls Water
and Adventure Park opens

27 BUSINESS
Prime Focus Forensics

By Joe Olivieri

Health care provider Lone Star
Circle of Care is in the middle of a
massive restructuring in an attempt to stay
solvent.
In response to funding shortfalls
resulting from failed strategic gambles,
the Georgetown-based nonprofit in May
laid off 185 of its roughly 660 employees,
closed clinics in Austin, consolidated
services in Round Rock, closed schoolengaged clinics in local districts including Hutto ISD, shrunk dental services
and stopped offering optometry.
In the same month CEO Pete Perialas
announced his retirement after 12 years
with LSCC.
LSCC’s partners are asking what the
restructuring means for health care in Williamson and Travis counties, especially as
it relates to uninsured and underinsured
patients the organization seeks to assist.
See Lone Star | 40
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AVAILABLE

A Christian high school where you have faith in education.
• Christ-Centered
• 13 Years of Academic Excellence
• Safe School Environment
• Advanced Placement & Pre-AP Courses
• Athletics/Extra Curricular Activities
• Technology Supported Education

• Four Year Pre-Engineering Program
• Nationally & Texas Accredited
• College Planning Assistance
• Financial Aid Available
• Over $2 Million in College
Scholarships Earned Annually

NOW ENROLLING for FALL 2014
CALL NOW
For admissions information or a tour call Traci Dube: 512.248.2547

chsaustin.org
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Doug Forte, brain cancer patient
“I feel my care has been the best. All the nurses
and lab people are Tier 1 and deservedly so.”

FIGHT
CANCER
Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.
When Doug first met his oncologist at Texas Oncology, he knew he was in good hands. “My oncologist made it the best experience with his knowledge and people
skills. He was always concerned with my overall health, not just the brain cancer. He is so down to earth, and his people skills are impeccable. He makes you feel
more like a friend than a patient. I cannot say enough good things about him.” Today, Doug is back at work, feeling great and enjoying life.
AUSTIN • BASTROP • CEDAR PARK • HARKER HEIGHTS • KYLE • LAKEWAY • MARBLE FALLS • ROUND ROCK • SAN MARCOS • SMITHVILLE

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) • www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

Switch To
UFCU Free
Checking

Stop paying monthly
checking fees. Switch to
UFCU Free Checking.
UFCU Free Checking includes:
• Mobile Banking
• Mobile Deposit
• Online Banking
• Bill Pay
• eStatements
• Account Alerts
• Instant Issue VISA® Debit Card
• Access to over 300 ATMs in Central Texas and
Galveston County

Open your UFCU Free
Checking Account today!

(512) 467-8080
Comm Impact_10x6.04_7-14.indd 1

ufcu.org
6/23/14 3:01 PM
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One hundred people
per day—that’s the kind
of growth we’re seeing in
Central Texas right now.
And as the region has
grown, so has stress on
our roads and highways.
Whether you’re commuting to work or school
or running errands, it
seems traffic is getting
heavier by the day. In an
attempt to get ahead of
the curve in terms of our transportation issues, local
officials are working with county, state and federal
transportation departments to expand and enhance our
roadways and address mobility issues.
Many of our readers are curious about these transportation projects—what is happening and how long
will they last? To answer these questions, we are
introducing a new feature: Transportation updates

(page 9). This content will provide you with maps and
information regarding ongoing and upcoming projects.
Some projects—those that impact your commute and
your schedules the most—will get updates month after
month as we monitor their progress and pass what we
find out on to you.
I am thrilled about this new page. Not only is it valuable information I know you will come to rely on, but
it is also a nod to why we started this paper. The lead
story of our first edition in September 2005 explored
the development of SH 45. We noticed that many people
had no idea what was going on with that project, and we
thought everyone had the right to know about what’s
going on in their neighborhoods and on their streets.
As this new transportation page is placed in your
mailbox each month, I hope it will help you stay
informed and out of congested construction zones!
Amy Ellsworth
GENERAL MANAGER

aellsworth@impactnews.com
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About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community
Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas.
The company’s mission is to build communities of
informed citizens and thriving businesses through
the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 16
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth
metro areas, the paper is distributed to more than
1 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
16225 Impact Way, Ste. 1
Pflugerville, TX 78660 • 512-989-6808
impactnews.com
rphnews@impactnews.com
ADVERTISING rphads@impactnews.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

As Central Texas has grown, traffic congestion and road work
have become a part of daily life. While new projects are begining throughout the region, upgrading our established roadways
is a work in progress. We want to know what steps readers
think should be taken to solve the local congestion problem.

In our previous issue we explored what effect the Affordable
Care Act is having on Central Texas and the Round Rock/
Pflugerville/Hutto area. We asked readers what they thought
the long-term effects of the law would be for them.

How should local, county and state
officials address the issues of heavy
traffic and congestion on roads and
state highways?

Do you believe the Affordable Care
Act will have a positive impact on
your health and well-being?
No, it will raise health insurance costs

40%

Existing roads should be widened or expanded

No, it will lower care quality and complicate the system

Additional routes and bypasses should be built

31.7%

More investment should be made in public transportation
Tollways should become more commonplace

Yes, it will lower health care costs and improve access

Nothing different needs to be done

13%

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of
Community Impact Newspaper.

Maybe, but it is too soon to tell

8.3%
Yes, it will make health insurance affordable

©2014 JG MEDIA INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY PORTION
OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

Correction: Volume 9, Issue 10. The phone number listed
for Bombshells restaurant and bar on our Impacts page
was incorrect. The correct number is 512-670-2662.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

2015 S60

$299mo. 24 mo. Lease
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Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193
Stk# V5077. 24 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,200 + TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required).
Final payment / residual = $26,497. MSRP $37,320. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance covers the first three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles.
See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 6-30-14.

7%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 5/4/14–6/24/14

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

2015 Forester 2.5i

CVT with Alloy Package $0 DOWN

$289mo. 42 mo. Lease

2.9% APR Financing available for 72 months**

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819
Model FFB P21. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a?ect ?nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $289, ?nal pymt / residual = $15,834. Based on
10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,239. Stk# Z10236. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. All regular scheduled maintenance must be completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details.
*Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes ?rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals,
coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 12-31-2014 and reside within the promotional area. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other offer.
Dealer participation may affect ?nal negotiated price. No down payment required. All pictures for illustration only. MPG ?gures are estimated highway, results vary. Offers expire 6/30/14.
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Round Rock
Now Open
1 Mexican restaurant Tequila Bar and
Grill opened June 11 at 1511 University
Blvd. The restaurant has a full bar and
features breakfast options. Hours are
Sun.–Thu. 6 a.m.–10 p.m. and Fri.–Sat.
6 a.m.–11 p.m. 512-388-3400.
www.tequilaroundrock.com
2 Sweet-N-Cheezy, a food trailer
offering gourmet grilled cheese
sandwiches made with fresh produce
and meats, opened in June. The trailer
also offers specialty frozen drinks made
with shaved ice, whipped cream and fruit
juice. Owner Angelia McFarland said the
truck’s semi-permanent location will be
at 5430 Hwy. 79—on the north side of the
road between Red Bud Lane and CR 110.
The trailer could move for festivals. Hours
are 11 a.m.–dusk daily. 512-887-4540
3 Sizzle Indian Grill opened May 20
at 2000 S. I-35, Ste. C1. The restaurant
offers traditional Indian food such as
kabobs and tandoori chicken as well as
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sandwiches made with Indian flatbread. A
lunch buffet is offered daily. Hours are
11 a.m.–3 p.m. for lunch and 5 p.m.–
10 p.m. for dinner seven days a week.
512-255-2553. www.sizzleindiangrill.com

Coming Soon
4 Beck Commons Dental Care will
open Sept. 10 at 16560 N. RM 620, Ste.
104. The general dentistry practice will
accept patients of all ages. Hours and days
of operation are to be determined.
www.beckcommonsdentalcare.com
5 Benchmark Electronics, a global
manufacturer of electronic components,
announced June 3 it plans to expand in
Round Rock by the end of the summer.
The company plans to create an assembly
facility in the Corridor Park business
development, located southwest of the
intersection of I-35 and SH 45 N. The
facility will bring up to 80 jobs to the area.
www.bench.com
6 A new Dairy Queen is being built at
16550 N. RM 620. The new store, which
will occupy its own building near LA

10 Urgent Care for Kids, a chain of
pediatric walk-in clinics, will open a new
location at 16560 N. RM 620, Ste. 108,
sometime in mid-August. The clinic will
have between eight and 10 pediatricians
on staff, a company spokeswoman said.
The spokeswoman said the clinic will be
able to treat many minor emergencies
such as burns, common illnesses and
cuts at a lower cost than a traditional
emergency room. The clinic’s hours will
be Mon.–Fri. 3 p.m.–9 p.m. and Sat.–Sun.
9 a.m.–9 p.m. 512-388-1772.
www.urgentcareforkids.com

11 The Amplify Federal Credit Union
branch previously located at 4500 E.
Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 136, moved to the
University Commons shopping center at
210 University Blvd., Ste. 160. A grand
opening for the new location was held
June 21. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–
7 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
512-836-5901. www.goamplify.com
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Stone Hill
Town Center

bubble tea—a sweet tea drink with chewy
tapioca balls in the cup—as well as coffee,
fruit smoothies and Hawaiian shaved
ice. The shop will give away free drinks
between noon and 6 p.m. on opening day,
owner Ryan Thai said. The store’s hours
will be Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun.
11 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-547-3319.
www.sunriseteahouse.com

Relocations

Pflugerville
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Map not to scale

Fitness, will be a local franchise owned by
Cedar Park resident Robert Mayfield, who
owns six restaurants in Greater Austin.
The location will be Mayfield’s first in
Round Rock, and it will feature a large
room for parties and other occasions. The
store will be open around Oct. 1. Hours of
operations have not been determined.
www.dairyqueen.com
7 A local franchise of MOOYAH,
a Texas-based restaurant chain that
specializes in burgers, fries and
milkshakes, will open in July at 200
University Blvd., Ste. 400. Hours will be
11 a.m.–10 p.m. seven days a week.
www.mooyah.com
8 Twin Liquors will open a new
location at 210 University Blvd., Ste. 120,
in late August. The 6,000-square-foot
store will feature beer, wine, spirits and
tasting classes. Hours will be Mon.–Sat.
10 a.m.–9 p.m. 512-872-4220.
www.twinliquors.com
9 Sunrise Teahouse will hold a grand
opening July 26 at 1400 E. Old Settlers
Blvd., Ste. 104. The business will sell

12 Kanda Kropp State Farm Insurance
is moving from its current location
at 4420 Sunrise Road, Ste. A, to 581
University Blvd., Ste. 100, in early July.
Office hours at the new location will be
Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. and Sat. by
appointment. 512-255-7677.
www.statefarm.com
13 The Round Rock location of Morelia
Mexican Grill opened in its new location
at 2400 S. I-35, Ste. 160, on June 7. The
restaurant moved from its previous
location at 920 E. Palm Valley Blvd. The
restaurant moved to cut down on wait
times. The new location has more seating
and parking spaces. Hours are Sun.–Thu.
11 a.m.–9 p.m. and Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–
10 p.m. 512-255-0511.
www.moreliamexicangrill.com
14 Texas Gift Outlet will open in its
new location at 210 University Blvd., Ste.
150, in late July. The store is moving from
its previous location in the Round Rock
Premium Outlets. The former location
closed April 1. The new location will be
larger than the previous store, and it will
carry more collegiate and professional
sportswear. Hours will be Mon.–Sat.
10 a.m.–7 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
www.texasgiftoutlet.net
15 Urology Team will move its Round
Rock clinic from its current location
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Anniversaries
17 Round Rock specialty shoe store
Fleet Feet Sports will celebrate its first
anniversary July 25. The store, located
at 3750 Gattis School Road, Ste. 500,
specializes in custom running and
walking shoes. Fleet Feet will celebrate
with sales from July 25–27. Hours are
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–6
p.m. and Sun. noon–5 p.m. 512-218-8786.
www.fleetfeetroundrock.com

Pflugerville
Now Open
18 The water features of the Hawaiian
Falls Water and Adventure Park opened
to the public June 9. The adventure park is
set to open in July. The water attractions
will be open to the public through Labor
Day. The adventure park will be open
year-round. The park is located at 18500

19 Owner Heather Biagas will open Lil’
Mama’s Corner Cafe at 104 N. Railroad
Ave. in the second week of July. The cafe
is an extension of Biagas’ commercial
baking business, which supplies baked
goods to Dazzle Coffee. The cafe will offer
sandwiches, salads, soups, baked goods
and more. It will also offer catering and
fully cooked meals to go. Hours will be
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. and Sat.
11 a.m.–3 p.m. 512-996-8667.
www.lilmamascornercafe.com
20 Austin-based developer Russell
Interests, Inc. announced June 11 it will
build 130,000 square feet of class-A office
space in a new business park located near
the intersection of Pecan Street and SH
130. The $25 million development will be
called Olympic Plaza. The first phase, a
three-story building with 60,000 square
feet of space, is expected to be complete
by next summer.
21 Wetzel Engineering, a Kansas-based
firm that provides engineering and design
services for the wind energy and aviation
sectors, announced that it intends to
relocate its headquarters to Pflugerville
no later than Sept. 1. The company will
move into a 5,600-square-foot space at
821 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 410. The
company is expected to bring 48 jobs to
the area. www.wetzelengineering.com

Relocations
22 Johnny T’s BBQ is moving from its
longtime home at 1318 Round Rock Ave.
in Round Rock to 1202 FM 685, Stes. B5
and B6, in Pflugerville. The new location
will open in July. Tony Clark, one of

Anniversaries
23 Emancipet Pflugerville celebrated
its first anniversary in late May. The
veterinary clinic, located at 15803
Windermere Drive, Ste. 205A, offers
discounted spaying, neutering and
preventive care for dogs and cats. Hours
for general care are Wed.–Fri. 10 a.m.–
6 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Spaying and
neutering services are by appointment
only. 512-587-7729. www.emancipet.org

2
New food trailer Sweet-N-Cheezy opened in June
and offers gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches.

7
A new franchise of the MOOYAH burger restaurant
chain will open in July on University Boulevard.

Hutto
Coming Soon
24 Dr. Deepa Naik will open Champion
Smiles Pediatric Dentistry at 123 Ed
Schmidt Blvd., Ste. 240, in mid-August.
The practice will begin enrolling new
patients after July 1. Office hours will be
Mon.–Thu. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m., Fri. 8 a.m.–
noon and Sat. by appointment.
512-982-1500.
www.championsmilesdentistry.com

19
Lil’ Mama’s Corner Cafe will open in mid-July
and will offer sandwiches, soups, salads and more.

25 Pharmacy and convenience store
chain CVS has filed for site development
with the city of Hutto at the corner of FM
685 and Carl Stern Drive. City officials
said construction on the store should
begin within several weeks. www.cvs.com
26 Construction is expected to begin
soon on a 72-room Hampton Inn, which
will be located at 327 Ed Schmidt Blvd.
The hotel should be complete sometime
this fall, according to city officials.
www.hamptoninn3.hilton.com

22
Johnny T’s BBQ has moved from this location in
Round Rock to a new spot in Pflugerville as of July.
News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or
Hutto? E-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Our Gold Standards:

512-642-5994
123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

John F. McEntire,
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek,
DDS

Find us on
Facebook!

Official Dentist of the
Round Rock Express

Courtesy No Limit Agency

16 The 7-Eleven convenience store and
gas station at 1801 S. Mays St. has changed
ownership. Local husband-and-wife team
Ohiolei and Kimberly Eboreime took
over the store, which was previously a
corporately managed location, in late
June. The location is open 24 hours a
day. The store will give away free small
Slurpee frozen drinks July 11 to promote
the change of ownership. 512-244-9701.
www.7eleven.com

Coming Soon

the restaurant’s business partners, said
the move was spurred by the landlord’s
decision to repurpose the former Johnny
T’s building. The new location will feature
all of the Johnny T’s favorites in addition
to some new items. Clark said the
business plans to expand back into Round
Rock at some point. The Pflugerville
location’s hours will be 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
daily. www.johnnytcaters.com

David Barer

New Ownership

N SH 130 on the southbound frontage
road. Hours for the water park are Sat.–
Thu. 10:30 a.m.–7 p.m. and Fri. 10:30
a.m.–10 p.m. Hours for the adventure
park will be Sun.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m.
and Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–
11 p.m. 512-270-6967.
www.hfalls.com/pflugerville

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comfortable, Modern Office
Care with a Gentle Touch
On-Time Scheduling
Family Block Appointments
Conservative Treatment
Fun for Kids
Insurance Friendly
Monthly Payment Plans
Emergencies Seen Promptly
Sedation Dentistry Available

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t ry. co m

David Barer

at 511 Oakwood Blvd., Ste. 103, to a
new building at 15534 N. RM 620. The
speciality clinic will move into a new
7,000-square-foot building by December.
The practice will take up half of the
building, which Urology Team will own.
The other half of the building will be
subleased to other businesses. The clinic’s
hours will not change. Staffed office hours
are Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–noon and
1–4:30 p.m. Appointments are taken
Mon.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-828-5522.
www.urologyteam.com

David Barer

Compiled by David Barer and Erich Hiner
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Just Listed

CIMARRON HILLS
502 Indigo Ln

OAKLANDS-TANGLEWOOD

2313 Woodway

4 BD 4.5 BA +/-4,475 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said

7 BD 4.5 BA +/-6,426 SQ FT
Listed by Maggie Falvey

WOODLAND PARK
113 Canyon Oak Loop

TERAVISTA
4516 Cervinia Dr

512.293.6653

Listed by Mitchell Sundet
512.426.1981

SENDERO SPRINGS
4001 Colina Cv

AVERY RANCH
15009 Fernhill Dr

Listed by The Fred Meyers Group

Listed by David Durham
512.695.7910

WOOD GLEN
2016 Inverness Dr

AVERY RANCH

Listed by Nora Wall
512.789.3421

Listed by Kevin McCord
512.784.9644

512.789.6543

512.431.7404

4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,858 SQ FT
Listed by Kimberly Johnson

4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,550 SQ FT

Why First Texas Bank?
“TCB Landscaping started in Georgetown in 2004. From
the beginning, First Texas Bank has been a huge part of our
growth and success. Their wide range of services and helpful
personnel are always a pleasure to work with.”

4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,297 SQ FT

512.517.2300

~ Kyle & Annette Compton

Kyle & Annette
Compton, owners of
TCB Landscaping,
pictured with their
First Texas Bank team:
Kerrie Martinez and
Lee Loeffler

FirstTexasBank.net

4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,574 SQ FT

10936 Quarry Oaks Trl
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,244 SQ FT

4 BD 2.5 BA +/-3,021 SQ FT

Northwest

Realty Austin Citywide Open House
Sunday, July 6th, 2014

10526 W Parmer Ln, #425 Austin, TX 78717

Lake Travis
2418 RR 620 South, #200, Lakeway, TX 78738

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567
Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379
Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Round Rock
Pflugerville
500 Round Rock Ave. 1600 West Pecan
512-255-2501
512-251-7889
Brushy Creek
Cedar Park
7509 O’Connor Dr.
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-246-6010
512-259-2443

Central
1209 W 5th St, #300, Austin, TX 78703

Westlake
3801 N Capital of Tx Hwy #J-180, Austin, TX 78746

Southwest

2
6

4301 W William Cannon Dr, #200, Austin, TX 78749

realtyaustin.com • 512.241.1300 •

fb.com/realtyaustin
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News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at rphnews@impactnews.com

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

Compiled by Erich Hiner

The city of Round Rock’s portion of this large
project will include the construction of an
overpass over the railroad tracks. Access
roads and ramps will be built near the
overpass so motorists will still be able to
reach area businesses. There will be an
additional overpass at the intersection of
Lake Creek Drive and RM 620.
Timeline: There is no construction timeline
because the city is waiting on federal
environmental clearance.
Cost: $36 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock,
Williamson County
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6 FM 685 Widening/Rehabilitation
TxDOT will widen the 1.8-mile stretch of
FM 685 between SH 130 and Hwy. 79.
Certain portions of the road will also be
repaired. The project has been bid. Work will
start between mid-July and early August.
Timeline: Mid-summer 2014–late spring
2015
Cost: $14 million
Funding source: TxDOT
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7 Downtown infrastructure
improvements, phases 5a and 5b

.

David Barer

Pflugerville

Kelly Lane upgrades on track

Ke

3 Kelly Lane

Project spotlight

lvd.

University B
1431

35

1 Diverging diamond interchange, University Boulevard and I-35
TxDOT will install a new style of intersection at University Boulevard (FM 1431) and I-35 to
alleviate traffic congestion. The new pattern will direct turning and through-traffic to the
opposite side of the road for a short time. According to TxDOT, the configuration will eliminate
the need for long turning lanes and will optimize signal efficiency. The project was bid in June.
TxDOT anticipates the contract will be finalized in September with construction beginning
shortly thereafter.
Timeline: Fall 2014–fall 2015
Cost: $6.6 million
Funding sources: Federal highway funds (80 percent), TxDOT (20 percent)

Other transportation projects
Project description

Estimated timeline

TxDOT and the city of Round Rock will upgrade frontage roads and relocate on- and
off-ramps on I-35 between Hwy. 79 and University Boulevard.

August 2014–TBD

Travis County will replace county bridge No. 229 on Weiss Lane, which crosses
Wilbarger Creek just north of Pecan Street, at a cost of $811,000.

Early spring 2015–
late fall 2015

Round Rock will undertake a 0.4-mile extension of Creek Bend Boulevard. The road will
connect with the corner of Brightwater Boulevard and Wyoming Springs Drive.

TBD

Travis County will add safety improvements to 3 miles of Weiss Lane from Pecan Street
to Cele Road. The county is partnering with the city of Pflugerville.

TBD

Travis County will add safety improvements to 1.5 miles of Rowe Lane from SH 130 to
Martin Lane. The county is partnering with the city of Pflugerville.

TBD

The city of Round Rock construct a dedicated right turn lane for use by southbound
traffic on Red Bud Lane needing to turn right onto Forest Creek Drive.

June 2014–
July 2014

Travis County is hoping to bid construction in August for an extension of Wells Branch
Parkway and a new southern entrance road to the Northeast Metro Park.

Late summer
2014–TBD

TxDOT and Round Rock are negotiating a possible $3.4 million safety improvements and
turn lanes project along Old Settlers Boulevard (FM 3406).

Early 2015–TBD

This project is designed to relieve
congestion by widening Kelly Lane and
installing optimized signals. The first
phase will include dividing the road
into four lanes, widening the medians
to 16 feet, completing signal work,
installing dedicated left-turn lanes at
various intersections and dedicated
right-turn lanes at Kennemer Drive and
Falcon Pointe Boulevard West. The
second phase will include improvements
between Falcon Point Boulevard West
and Moorlynch Avenue. Construction
remains on schedule despite delays. The
city anticipates switching traffic to the
new lanes sometime in July.
Timeline: December 2013–December
2014
Cost: $6.8 million
Funding source: City of Pflugerville

4 O’Connor Drive/SH 45 Interchange
Improvements include an overpass of
O’Connor Drive over SH 45 and the
expansion of O’Connor to accommodate
the upgrades. The project also includes
building frontage roads west of the Loop 1/
SH 45 N interchange in Round Rock and
the associated on- and off-ramps along the
tollway. This project ties into Williamson
County’s O’Connor Drive project. The project
will be open to drivers in August. Full project
completion, which includes sidewalks and
guardrails, will not be until sometime this fall.
Timeline: November 2011–fall 2014
Cost: $25 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Williamson
County

5 South Mays Street/Gattis School
Road turn lane and pattern changes
The city is adding a right-turn lane for
northbound traffic on Mays Street. The city is
also reconfiguring the intersection so
northbound traffic on Mays Street will no
longer be able to turn left on Gattis School

This two-phase project will include upgrades
to Bagdad Street and Blair Street in the first
phase and changes to Liberty Avenue, Main
Street, Mays Street and Round Rock Avenue
in the second phase. Upgrades will include
working on sidewalks, adding angle parking
on some streets and building a roundabout
at Round Rock Avenue and Blair Street. The
project was originally scheduled to go to bid
in April, but the city rejected bids because
they came in too high.
Timeline: The city plans to rebid the project
in August and does not have a revised
construction timeline.
Cost: The city is still formulating the final
cost estimate for the project.
Funding source: City of Round Rock

Work projected to finish this fall

David Barer

Univ

Road. In addition, the stretch of Gattis
School Road between Short Trail and Mays
Street will become a one-way, westbound
segment.
Timeline: May 2014–late July 2014
Cost: $276,000
Funding source: City of Round Rock

2 RM 620 (Deep Wood Drive to I-35)

vd.

Bl
rsity

9

8 RM 620 (Cornerwood Drive to
Wyoming Springs Drive)
This project covers two miles of FM 620.
The existing road is being widened to a
four-lane road with two 12-foot-wide
travel lanes in each direction, 14-footwide shoulders with curbs and gutters
and a raised center median. The first
phase of work includes construction of
new pavement south of the existing road.
Timeline: December 2012–fall 2014
Cost: $11.6 million
Funding source: Williamson County

9 South A.W. Grimes Boulevard
widening
This project will widen A.W. Grimes
Boulevard (CR 170) from two lanes to four
from south of SH 45 N to just south of Pecos
River Trail. Construction is underway. Some
changes to local traffic patterns could occur
in late July.
Timeline: September 2013–fall 2014
Cost: $2.4 million
Funding Source: Williamson County
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Framing Memories
Since 1984
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Celebrating our 30 year anniversary!

“What would life be if we had no
courage to attempt anything.”

VHHPRUHEHDXW\

Vincent Van Gogh
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Hands-on training
for today’s careers
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Apply now for f lexible,
affordable classes.
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austincc.edu/fall

Start Here. Get There.
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Austin Community College
FALL14: STEM
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, CMYK
Runs: July 2014

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.
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DEBUNK THE MYTH THAT VARICOSE VEINS ARE JUST COSMETIC.
VISIT BUNKER VEIN AND IMAGING CENTER TO HAVE
BEAUTIFUL AND HEALTHY LEGS THIS SUMMER.

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED!

WESTLAKE LOCATION
2712 BEE CAVES ROAD
SUITE 122 • AUSTIN 78746

6HFXULQJLQGHSHQGHQFH
KDVQHYHUEHHQHDVLHU

REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A

FREE SCREENING!

(512) 726-0599

ROUND ROCK LOCATION–NEW!
301 HESTER’S CROSSING
SUITE 120 • ROUND ROCK 78681

BUNKERVEINS.COM
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and a 12-foot-wide concrete boardwalk.
The plan also calls for improved parking, bathrooms, and a hard embankment
and lakeside promenade for walking on
the southern edge of the lake where erosion has broken down the grassy bank.
On the lake’s southeast side, the plan
envisions an amphitheater with a sail-like
canopy. The venue could potentially hold
1,500 to 2,000 people, Hemenes said.
Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman said
the amphitheater would probably be
the lowest priority on his list of major
projects. Coleman favored projects that
could be used on a daily basis, such as the
boardwalk and natural wetland area, over
a venue that would be used sporadically.
“The boardwalk idea is a great idea,”
Coleman said. “Maybe you [could] put a
little jut-out [there] for somebody to go
out and fish.”
The parks department solicited Pflugerville residents’ opinions on what to
include in the master plan. Suggestions
ranged from creating a scuba diving area
and adding a wakeboard park to building
a decorative fountain. The most popular
suggestions were enhanced fishing piers,
overlooks with seating, improved wildflower and natural areas, and sustainable
landscape enhancement.
The cost for some features in an earlier
version of the master plan struck City
Council members as too high and were
cut out, such as an elevated pedestrian
bridge and a new parking lot south of
Pflugerville Parkway that would have cost
more than $9 million.
“[The pedestrian bridge is] probably a
big-ticket item that we are not going to get
a lot of use out of,” Councilman Wayne
Cooper said.
Coleman said parking could present
another possible problem.
“Even with the new parking that we
continue to put in, we are drastically
underserved,” Coleman said. “People are
coming, and [the lake] is just kind of OK
now. If it’s awesome, a lot of people are
going to come.”
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1 Beach/central plaza .............................................................. $2,877,135
Beach recreation area with shade canopies and 12-foot-wide walkways

2 Nature interpretive area.........................................................

$1,400,582

Above-water boardwalk and natural wetland area

3 Biehle House Farm ......................................................... $1,116,076
4 South lake area ....................................................................... $3,678,614
Promenade, fishing pier, playground and restrooms

5 Event amphitheater ................................................................ $1,360,488
Other design features and amenities ......................................$4,203,296
The master plan includes fewer than
900 paved parking spaces, Hemenes said.
The city intends to work with future
developments south of Pflugerville Parkway to share more parking spaces.

New Patients
• Beautiful State of the Art Office
(all digital)
Welcome
• Comprehensive Cosmetic Dentistry
(whitening, veneers, smile makeovers)
• CEREC (same day crowns and bridges)
• Prosthodontics (partials and dentures)
• Orthodontics
• Treatment of Periodontal Disease
• Oral Surgery / Implants
• Pediatric Dentistry (all ages, playroom
and TV for kids)
• Endodontics (root canals)
Dr. Kevin Rhodes graduated from the University of
• Emergency Patients Welcome
Texas Health Science Center. His focus is high quality,

FREE
Teeth

3401 Royal Vista Blvd #102
Round Rock, TX
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Building Relationships ~ Creating Smiles

(512) 310-2000

Wa t

ge Way
e Ed
Lak

3

N

ng

g

op

Pflugerville city leaders hope one day
to turn Lake Pflugerville into much more
than the scenic reservoir and outdoor
recreation area that it is now.
On June 10, Pflugerville City Council
approved the Lake Pflugerville master
plan, a vision for construction and development around the city’s lake and those
improvements’ estimated costs. Included
in the plan are concepts for an abovewater boardwalk, a natural interpretive
area and an amphitheater, among other
proposals.
The cost of implementing the master
plan totals about $14.6 million. That cost
includes a cushion of 25 percent for contingency spending to cover unanticipated
costs, and 5 percent for general contractor
conditions, which are costs related to the
work such as cleanup or equipment rental.
Councilwoman Starlet Sattler said
approval of the plan does not mean it is
funded or that construction is scheduled
to begin. Rather, the plan is more of a
blueprint that can be used in the future
if the city seeks funds through a grant or
calls for a bond election.
“When you talk about your dream
home, you have to know how much it
costs and what you want it to look like,”
Sattler said regarding the lake plan.
The master plan calls for numerous
improvements around Lake Pflugerville including several large concepts
and numerous smaller additions. Major
potential additions on the north end of
the lake include an above-water boardwalk that would wind through a natural
interpretive area, which would be a wetland with native plants.
“Folks can get into that area and view
habitat, whether it be birds, turtles or
different grasses and things like that,”
said James Hemenes, Pflugerville Parks
and Recreation director, who briefed the
council on the master plan.
Potential features for the northeastern
side of the 180-acre lake include a beach
and pavilion area with canopy sunshades
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By David Barer

Ro

City OKs concept for Lake Pflugerville

A vision for

Weiss Ln.

PARKS AND RECREATION

11

Whitening
for Life

comprehensive care for the whole family.

GRAND TOTAL

$14,636,191

Source: City of Pflugerville

Dr. Kevin Rhodes and family
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Home Improvements  Dream Vacations  Debt Consolidation
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Up to $1,000 rebates from
the best in the business
American Standard
equipment - take
advantage!
(with qualifying systems)

Austin
512-833-3300

Toll-free
1-800-580-3300

rbfcu.org

Loans subject to credit approval. Home Equity Loans are available only on property in Texas. Some restrictions may apply. Contact
our Real Estate Center for complete details. Lender licensed by the National Mortgage Licensing System under registration
number 583215.
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Dr. Parekh

BRUSH 32 SMILE PROFILE

Brush 32 is proud to welcome Dr. Seema Parekh, DDS, to our team. Working in
both our Cedar Park and Round Rock clinics, Dr. Parekh provides gentle care for
children and adults. She is certified for Invisalign‰ as well as for Sedation Dentistry.
HONORS & MEMBERSHIPS
• Doctorate of Dental Surgery degree from the University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor

• Post doctorate at the University of Texas Health Science
Center Dental Branch in Houston in Advanced Education
in General Dentistry

• American Dental Association
• Texas Dental Association
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• Certified in Sedation Dentistry
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DENTISTS: DR. STELLA, DR. TATYANA. DR. PAREKH

CEDAR PARK 1201 North Bell Blvd, facing Walmart

IN-NETWORK PRICING WITH MOST PPO PLANS

ROUND ROCK 110 North IH-35, Suite 380,
in the Sprouts shopping center

(512) 462-3232
www.brush32.com

We take Care Credit and accept most insurance plans.

Check out our online reviews

FULL-SERVICE DENTISTRY AND COSMETIC PROCEDURES
MODERN, HIGH TECH ENVIRONMENT WITH A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
LA DOCTORA HABLA ESPAÑOL
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ACC bond and tax cap election proposal

HIGHER EDUCATION

ACC bond package includes money
for Round Rock campus expansion
Bond issue and tax cap will go to voters for approval this fall
By Joe Lanane

A new $33.4 million classroom building will be constructed on the Round
Rock campus of Austin Community
College if a bond package is approved by
district voters in November.
ACC board members on June 16
approved calling a $385.9 million bond
package and 3 cent tax increase election.
The bond package includes money for
a 62,000-square-foot classroom building at the ACC Round Rock campus that
would complement its health sciences
and applied technologies programs.
“The intent is to create a campus where
students can do everything,” said Neil
Vickers, ACC vice president of finance
and budget. “This project will increase
course offerings and increase the likelihood a student can stay on this campus
based on their scheduling needs. Right
now that only happens if [classes] so happen to meet a very specific schedule.”
Also, if approved, ACC’s 9.49 cent
property tax rate will rise by 1 cent in
fiscal years 2016, 2018 and 2020.
Residents throughout the ACC district, which includes parts of Williamson, Travis, Hays and Caldwell counties,
will vote on the separate propositions for
bond projects benefiting new and existing campuses. Despite having an ACC
learning center, Pflugerville is not part
of the college’s taxing district and its
residents will not vote on the bonds.
The decision to seek bond money
came after more than a dozen meetings
and hours of board discussion. Multiple
trustees questioned whether voter fatigue
could negatively impact the results of
this year’s election in which there is also
anticipated to be a multimillion-dollar
transportation bond package put forth
by the city of Austin.
“I just have great trepidation for what

13

the community will accept this year,
and it has everything to do with the
fatigue with property taxes,” trustee
John-Michael Cortez said. “Instead of
speculating, let’s just ask for what we
absolutely have to have right now and err
on the side of caution.”
Cortez unsuccessfully lobbied for an
alternative $244 million bond package,
which drew concern from trustee Allen
Kaplan because it did not include projects for Leander and Round Rock.
“We really have to continue to understand we are a regional district and not
just the center of Austin,” Kaplan said.
“We cannot ignore the suburbs. … And
if we do, we do so on the pain of losing
this—and we will lose this.”
Cortez, however, reminded the board
that ACC has undertaken many projects recently in Cedar Park, Elgin, Hays
County and Round Rock. He said he
thinks the suburbs have actually been
the college’s de facto priority.
“We’ve let existing campuses fall into
a very sad state,” he said. “I think we’ve
actually lost focus on what we do have in
Central Austin.”
Cortez ultimately voted to approve
the full $385.9 million bond request,
with trustee Tim Mahoney casting the
lone nay vote. Trustee Nan McRaven
was absent. No trustees objected to the
proposed tax increase.
While there is no set timeline for starting construction if the bond package is
approved, Vickers said work on the proposed Round Rock classroom building
could get started fairly quickly.
“Because it’s a new building, the
Round Rock project is not contingent
upon any other work being done first,”
he said.
The Round Rock campus has remained
at capacity, which is approximately 5,000

Austin Community College trustees have approved calling the school’s first bond in 11 years.

$224.8 million

Proposition 1

Planned Growth and Workforce Advancement

Highland campus ($152.8 million)

Creating space for digital media, commercial music,
continuing education culinary careers and others

New Leander campus ($60 million)

To accommodate projected growth in the area

Land purchase for Southeast Travis
County Workforce Training Center
($12 million)

$161.17 million

Proposition 2

Safety, Technology, Environmental
and Sustainability Improvements

Districtwide renovations ($80.97 million)
Health, safety and sustainability improvements

Round Rock campus ($33.4 million)
Facility expansion

Hays campus ($22.4 million)

Establish a First Responders Training Center

Elgin campus ($13.2 million)

Create veterinary and sustainable
agriculture programs

Retrofit older spaces for kinesiology, art,
dance, radio/TV/film, trades and other
programs districtwide ($11.2 million)

Total

$385.97 million

Tax cap increase

If approved, ACC’s 9.49 cent property tax rate could
also rise by 1 cent in fiscal years 2016, 2018 and 2020
Source: Austin Community College

students, since it opened in fall 2010.
Anchor programs at the campus include
nursing, welding and automotive.
There is also a sense of urgency to
develop more classroom space in Round
Rock because it would relieve overcrowding at the ACC Cypress Creek campus in
Cedar Park, Vickers said. Pending voter
approval, Vickers said he expects the
board to discuss project timelines before

the school’s winter break.
“These are the projects we need most
right now, so we’re not going to waste
any time getting to work,” he said.
The bond propositions are ACC’s first
in 11 years. In 2003, voters approved
$99 million to build the South Austin
campus and a parking garage at the Rio
Grande campus in Austin, among
other projects.
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Superior Medical Care for

A dults, B abies and C hildren

“Let our family treat your family.”

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 2014

School/Sports Physicals Av
ailable...
call today to schedule!

Now accepting all grade levels! BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE!

Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals,
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations
and Urgent Illness
Se habla espanol

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients
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I-35

Cultivating Knowledge - Cultivating Character

Forest Creek

Gattis School Rd.
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Specializing in Pediatrics & Family Practice.
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Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
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Pediatrics

surrounding areas for over 10 years.

((512)) 310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock, TX 78664

Pre-K through 12th grade Islamic school
Austin Peace Academy

5110 Manor Road • Austin, TX 78723
512-926-1737 • principal@apacademy.org

REGISTER ONLINE!

APAcademy.org

14

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

NEWS

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT

12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989

Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:
• Evaluation and treatment of joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Second opinions

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.

www.capitalcityor tho.com
Special Occasion Cakes • Petit Fours • Cake Balls • Cookies

Specialty Trained
in Joint Replacement
Board Certified in
Orthopaedic Surgery
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Stocked dessert
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7XHV)UL$030&ORVHG6XQ 0RQ
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www.kelseybookmyerdds.com

2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

Round
Rock
Hospital

Oakwood
Blvd.

620

I-35

512-255-5222
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a sidewalk only on the entire
western side would total roughly
$723,000.
The proposed, 1/3-mile sidewalk on Dessau Road would cost
$120,000.
Pflugerville currently has
$231,000 in its sidewalk fund.
That could more than cover the
cost of any one eastern sidewalk
phase. The city could also use
certificates of obligation, which
are a method of payment for
public works projects, or Community Development Block
Grant funds.
In another strategy, the city
could place a lien on any property in front of which the city
builds a sidewalk. The amount
of the lien would equal the value
the sidewalk adds to the property’s value. The property owner
would pay the lien when, or if,
the property is sold, Pflugerville
City Attorney George Hyde said.
But even if the city were to be
repaid by property owners for
the increased property value
resulting from the sidewalk, the
property value increase could
be much less than the actual
cost of building the sidewalk,
Franz said.
“There may not be an ultimate
return on your money,”
Franz said.
Dawn Carey, a resident of the
nearby Saxony neighborhood,
said she liked the idea of a sidewalk along the road.
“There’s no safe place for
people to walk or ride their bikes
there,” Carey said. “It just seems
to fit in with what Pflugerville
has throughout the city because
they have all these nice trails.”

Im

A high-traffic stretch of
FM 685 in Pflugerville could
become more pedestrianfriendly if city leaders decide to
move forward with proposed
sidewalk plans.
Pflugerville City Council is
considering plans to lay sidewalk
on one or both sides of
FM 685 between Pecan Street
and the intersection of FM 685
and SH 130. The city also discussed building sidewalks south
of Pecan Street on the eastern
side of Dessau Road, which turns
into FM 685 at Pecan Street.
Several council members,
including Wayne Cooper and
Mayor Jeff Coleman, said the
grassy sides on that stretch of
FM 685 are inadequate for the
growing number of pedestrians.
The situation may become
more complicated with more
businesses opening along the
street, including Hawaiian Falls
Water and Adventure Park.
Coleman said he fears for
people walking near the curb on
some areas of FM 685.
“It’s driving me crazy,”
Coleman said. “I drive that
road every day, and I’m scared
to death someone is going to
get killed.”
Councilman Brad Marshall
said he has seen people walking
in muddy gutters and along thin
strips of grass beside swift traffic.
“On behalf of the safety of
these people, we need to get
them off the street,” Marshall
said at a June 10 City Council
meeting. “They need a safe place
to walk down.”
But not all City Council

members thought sidewalks
would improve safety.
Councilman Victor Gonzales
said such a proposed sidewalk
could attract more people to
walk near dangerous traffic.
“Heaven forbid if someone gets
killed because they got on that
sidewalk,” Gonzales said.
In late May, Pflugerville City
Engineer Dan Franz presented
the council with a potential plan
to pave certain areas along
FM 685. Sidewalks already
checker the roadside because
new businesses must construct
them in front of their locations.
Franz said the potential
sidewalks fit in with the city’s
goal of bringing people into the
commercial areas of town and
would benefit those with physical disabilities.
The latest plan features
three phases of similar lengths
between Pecan Street and
SH 130. Phase 1 would install
sidewalks along FM 685 from
SH 130 to Pflugerville Parkway.
Phase 2 would stretch from Old
Austin-Hutto to Pflugerville
Parkway.
The third phase would run
from Pecan Street to Old AustinHutto Road. The city could also
choose to incrementally lay sidewalk on either side of the road
during each phase, or the city
could drop the plan altogether.
Some city leaders expressed
interest in building the sidewalk
only on portions of the eastern
side of the road.
Excluding Dessau, the total
cost to build a sidewalk on
the entire eastern side would
be nearly $500,000. Building

Railroad Ave.

By David Barer

Pfl

The city of Pflugerville’s
cost estimate for
potential sidewalks
along FM 685 and
Dessau Road has
been broken down
into four phases
and two sides.

Old

Pflugerville city leaders considering sidewalk
construction along busy portions of FM 685

Where
the
sidewalk
ends

Existing sidewalks

Proposed sidewalks

Phase 1
W
E

West side $228,000
East Side $180,000

Phase 2
W
E

West side $180,200

Sidewalks pending
development

Phase 3
W
E

West side $315,000
East Side $128,000

Dessau
$120,000

East Side $185,000

Estimated total cost $ 1,336,200
Source: City of Pflugerville

Employee
Our employee focus this month is on Renee!

DR. GARCIA AND DR. SNOWBERGER, OPTOMETRISTS
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY FOR 10 YEARS

Friendly Staff

Free Lasik
Screening

Most Glasses
Same Day

www.pflugervilletso.com

Hi, my name is Renee. I was born and raised in Pittsburgh and lived in Colorado over
25 years before moving to Austin 5 years ago. I hold 3 certifications: ABOC, NCLEC,
and CPOT. I taught optics in Colorado and had the honor of being named the state
paraoptometric of the year. I enjoy working in the field of optics and cannot imagine
doing anything else. I am happy to be working for such great doctors and great
patients! In my free time I enjoy playing in any water hole I can find, including Lake
Travis, hiking Austin’s greenbelts and shooting pool.

Renee!

1512 Town Center Dr, Ste. Suite 500 • Pflugerville, TX 78660 • (512) 251-3700 • OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
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:HDUHFXUUHQWO\VHHNLQJSDUWLFLSDQWV
IRUDUHVHDUFKVWXG\WHVWLQJDQ
LQYHVWLJDWLRQDOWRSLFDOPHGLFDWLRQIRUDFQH

Is your face persistently flushed and/or red?

4XDOLÀHGSDUWLFLSDQWVPXVW

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a clinic research study to evaluate the




safety and effectiveness of an investigational topical cream for facial redness
due to rosacea.
Qualified participants must:
• be at least 18 years of age
• experience constant redness and/or flushing on their face
Qualified participants will receive:
• all study-related medical care
• investigational topical cream or placebo
• compensation for time and travel

EH\HDUVRUROGHU
KDYHEHWZHHQDQGUHGLUULWDWHGSLPSOHV
DQGWRZKLWHKHDGVRUEODFNKHDGVRQWKHLU
IDFH

4XDOLÀHGSDUWLFLSDQWVZLOOUHFHLYHDWQRFRVW



Health insurance is not
necessary to participate.

6WXG\UHODWHGFDUH
,QYHVWLJDWLRQDOWRSLFDOPHGLFDWLRQ

&RPSHQVDWLRQPD\EHSURYLGHGIRUWLPHDQGWUDYHO
+HDOWKLQVXUDQFHLVQRWQHHGHGWRSDUWLFLSDWH

Call 512-279-2545 at Pflugerville
Dermatology Clinical Research to
see if you qualify….

ROUND ROCK
/LEUDU\

EVENTS HELD AT 216 E. MAIN STREET

Cartooning Workshop with Mike Artell
July 9, 2:30 p.m.
For ages 7 and up
Extreme Chair Makeover 102
July 10, 6-8 p.m.
For teens and adults.
Adult Book Group
July 13, 4:30 p.m.
“Crossing to Safety,” by Wallace Stegner
Building a Confident Retirement
July 15, 6:30 p.m.
RSVP to jchapa@roundrocktexas.gov
The Magic Dork John O’Bryant
July 17
3 p.m. for ages 8 - 12
4 p.m. for ages 12+
Laura Freeman & The Hey Lollies in Concert
July 18

'RZQWRZQ

YOGA ON THE PLAZA
July 12, 8 a.m.
Prete Main Street Plaza 221
East Main Street
Free series, no experience necessary. Bring a
towel or yoga mat and water.

9:30 a.m. for toddlers
10:30 a.m. for preschoolers
The Amazing Tap Experience
(Dancing Showcase)
July 22
5 p.m. for Tweens (ages 8-12)
6:30 p.m. for Teens (ages 12-18)

ARTS, PARKS, PLAZA,
LIBRARY & DOWNTOWN

$UWV

3DUNV

July 4th Sertoma Parade and Frontier Days
Festival
July 4
Parade 10 a.m. Main Street in Downtown Round
Rock

Social Media Marketing for Business 101
July 24, 6 p.m.

Old Settlers Park, noon to 11:30 p.m.
Come enjoy fireworks, rides, Rubber Duck Races,
food, entertainment, Pig Races, Movies in the Park,
skydivers and more!

Staci Gray in Concert
July 25
9:30 a.m.: Recommended for ages 1 and up
10:30 a.m.: Recommended ages 2 and up

Night Rider Family Bike Ride
July 27 from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Centennial Plaza

Grossology for Teens
July 29, 6:30-8 p.m.
Float Your Boat for Tweens
July 31, 2 p.m.
Boat-building challenge for ages 8-12

Glow-in-the-Dark bike gear and flashing lights are
encouraged.
Register RoundRockRecreation.com
5k for Clay Run/Walk
August 9, 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Clay Madsen Recreation Center

Register RoundRockRecreation.com
DINNER AND A MOVIE
July 23, 6-8p.m. Live Music
City Slickers at 8:30 p.m. (dark) at Prete
Main Street Plaza.
Bring your lawn chair or blanket. Curly’s
Carolina, TX BBQ will be onsite selling “trail
food.”

512-218-7099

MORE INFORMATION FOUND AT
ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG

Art Show featuring Sun City Art Club
Now through – August 15
J.B. & Hallie Jester Williamson County Annex
1801 Old Settler Road, Round Rock, Texas
THE BIG SHOW
Now through – August 21
Summer Art Show 2014: 3D Arts, Painting, Photographs
Texas State University Round Rock Campus
1st Thursday Artist Exhibit Opening
Thursday, July 3, 5:30 p.m.
Encaustics (wax based paint)
ArtSpace, 213 E Main Street, Round Rock
Take A Seat Chair Contest
Saturday, July 19, 11 a.m.
Awards Ceremony
Workshops to learn how: June 26th, July 10th, July 15th,
6-8 p.m.
ArtSpace, 213 E Main Street, Round Rock
Jungalbook
July 25 through August 16
Sam Bass Community Theatre
Thursday, Fridays and Saturdays, 8 p.m.
Sunday Matinees, 2 p.m.
Sam Bass Community Theatre, 600 N Lee St, Round Rock

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV

512-218-5447

Subscribe to Round Rock News, the City of Round Rock’s e-newsletter, to get information about your city government right to your inbox. Sign up at roundrocktexas.gov/subscribe
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Conservation, groundwater use lower HISD utility bills

&
COST-SAVING

By David Barer

Hutto ISD is near the top of the class in
terms of using power efficiently and keeping its water costs down compared with
other school districts throughout Texas,
according to a statewide study released by
HISD in May.
Though HISD pays some of the highest utility rates noted in the study, it has
managed to keep its overall costs in line
with school districts that pay less for their
water and power.
HISD, along with more than 20 other
school districts throughout Texas, voluntarily takes part in a yearly benchmark
study conducted by Benchmark4Excellence. The latest study compares different utility and facility costs during the
2012–13 academic year.
Thomas Bloxham, HISD director of
facilities and operations, said a variety
of factors keep the district’s utility costs
down despite high rates.
To offset high local water rates, HISD
uses its own groundwater wells for outdoor watering. Round Rock, Pflugerville
and Georgetown ISDs do not use well
water for irrigation, each district’s spokesperson said. And though using well water
is not a conservation technique, it keeps
costs down for the district because Hutto
water utility companies do not control

HISD’s cost of or access to groundwater,
Bloxham said.
HISD also uses low-flow toilets and urinals, keeps a constant watch for plumbing
leaks and has artificial turf on its main
football field, Bloxham said.
“The less money we spend on electricity
and water, the more money we can spend
in classrooms and on teacher salaries,”
said Bloxham, who keeps a tally of the
district’s water and electricity costs on a
board behind his desk. “We educate kids,
so that is where the money needs to go.”
Calvin Finch, director of the Texas
A&M University Water Conservation and
Technology Center in San Antonio, said it
is not unusual for high water costs to push
a school district to enact conservation
measures.
The upside is that despite the expense
of the water, the district and city have a
plentiful supply, Bloxham said. Hutto’s
water is relatively expensive because of the
city’s binding water purchase agreements.
Hutto has signed water contracts with
three suppliers—Manville Water Supply
Corp., Heart of Texas Water Suppliers
and the city of Taylor—that will last more
than 25 years each. Hutto entered into the
contracts in the early 2000s, when growth
was expected to exceed its current rate.

Due to binding contracts, Hutto pays for
more water than it uses on a daily basis.
In addition to expensive water, HISD
also has high electricity rates. The district
receives its power from Oncor, but it will
soon have the chance to change its contract, Bloxham said.
To keep down electricity usage the
district uses low-power lights and sets its
thermostats slightly higher than normal
in the summer and lower than normal in
the winter, Bloxham said.
The district employs energy specialist Frederick Patterson to keep watch
over electricity usage and efficiency. He
makes sure computers are shut down after
school, thermostats allow temperatures
to change when buildings are vacant
and outdoor lighting is minimized. New
buildings with good insulation also keep
energy costs down, Bloxham said.
From June 2013 to April 2014, HISD
saved about $180,000—enough to pay
four teachers for a year—on its utilities
because of conservation, Patterson said.
When Hutto ISD builds its next
elementary school, the district may install
ground-source heat pumps, which use
the constant temperature of the earth
to cheaply cool and heat a building,
Bloxham said.
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Hutto ISD has taken multiple steps to
decrease its water and power spending.
Here are a few of the ISD’s strategies:

WATER
Artificial turf in its main
football stadium
Leak
maintenance

Low-flow toilets
and urinals

HISD uses well water for
irrigation to lower costs

ELECTRICITY
High-efficiency
lights
Higher indoor
temperatures
in summer and
lower indoor
temperatures
in winter

Programming
to keep outdoor
lights off at night
whenever possible

Charge teachers for personal appliances
such as coffee pots and microwaves
Source: Hutto ISD

THE ONLY SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY ASSOCIATION MONTESSORI INTERNATIONAL (AMI)
IN ROUND ROCK/PFLUGERVILLE/HUTTO AREA

6+HDWKHUZLOGH%OYG3ÁXJHUYLOOH7;
3  )  
:::'5%$,13(',$75,&'(17,67&20

1HZ3DWLHQWV:HOFRPH

•

Individual & group lessons for children to learn at their own pace & strengthen social skills

•

Specialized environments which build sensory-motor skills, social skills, high self-esteem
and instill habits of concentration & inner security through carefully planned activities

•

Decades of family & staff experience in education, with highly accredited teachers

• Pflugerville’s first
Pediatric Dentist.

•

Wide variety of after-school and extracurricular programs

•

Accepting applications for ages 18 months - 6 years

• Kids love our state of
the art facility, gaming
arcade, and movies
while you wait.

•

Toddler, Pre-K & Private Kindergarten, established 1987

•

Open year-round: Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm

• In office sedation and
hospital privileges.
• Insurance accepted.
As a courtesy, we will
file primary insurance
for you.

SPECIAL OFFER

now through August 31, 2014

$0 Application and Registration fee
when you present this ad.

THE TRADITION
OF QUALITY FIRST
ESTABLISHED BY DR.
MONTESSORI, A TRADITION
THAT INCORPORATES
STANDARDS BASED
DIRECTLY ON DR.
MONTESSORI’S WORK.

Valid on new enrollments only.

edule
Call to sch ur!
a school to

512.251.0

428

Summer is here and we’re the hottest, coolest place to be!
Call to make an appointment today!

Like us on facebook!

facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

For special offers, contests
and cavity free club pictures.

2500 WEST PECAN ST. (FM 1825) PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660

WWW.PFLUGERVILLEMONTESSORI.COM
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Austin TopDoc 2013
SuperDoc 2013 & 2014

MAKING BEAUTIFUL SMILES AFFORDABLE
Clarity Eye Center: Offering Cutting-Edge,
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

Dr. Jatla MD

Dr. Haven OD

Board Certified Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion.
• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Eyelid surgery
• Cataract surgery
• Laser surgery
• Diabetic eye exams
• Glaucoma laser and surgery

512-244-7200

512-868-3937

301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)
4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)
Seton-Williamson Medical Center
Georgetown, TX 78633
WE PROUDLY ACCEPT THE SCOTT & WHITE HEALTH PLAN.
Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

www.clarityeye.net

Bio Identical Hormones
Teen Health
Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause
Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

Whether you or your child is seeking traditional braces or Invisalign,
our state-of-the-art facility is designed to make your customized
treatment as time-efficient, effective, and comfortable as possible.
We offer a complimentary consultation & flexible scheduling options.

DR. FARRAH AGAHI

SAIMA JEHANGIR, MD, MPH, FACOG

vd.

r Bl

www.lotusobgyn.com

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665
1305 W. 34th St, Ste. 407 • Austin, TX 78705

(:KLWHVWRQH%OYG&('$53$5.
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FM 1460

Seton Center Pkwy.
CR 112

MoPac
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N. L

512.716.0971

University Blvd
.

Exit 256
I-35

DR. CHRIS STANSBURY

No Season has to be Allergy
Season
8TH ANNUAL

6DWXUGD\$XJXVW
SP5HJLVWUDWLRQ
Dr. Neha Reshamwala

Specializing in allergy and asthma
testing diagnosis and treatment
for adults and children

'LQQHURI+HDY\$SSHWL]HUVIURP
2XWEDFN6WHDNKRXVH)LUHKRXVH6XEV
DQG/RFDO$UHD5HVWDXUDQWV

Serving Round Rock at
100 East Main Street, Ste 101
Round Rock, Texas 78664
Call today for an appointment

512-732-2774

!

6SRQVRUHGE\67'$9,'ڑ65281'52&.0(',&$/&(17(5

Round Rock Area Serving Center
P.O. Box 5006 | Round Rock, Texas 78683
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Compiled by David Barer and Lyndsey Taylor

New leaders picked for administration jobs
PFLUGERVILLE ISD The board of trustees
appointed Annette Villerot to the position of assistant
superintendent for curriculum and instruction and
Joanne Frantzen to the position of executive director
of special programs.
Villerot previously worked in curriculum and
instruction at Comal ISD and Manor ISD. She
received her doctorate in education from The University of Texas at Austin. She started her new job at
PISD in June. PISD Superintendent Alex Torrez called
Villerot a “proven leader” and said he was excited to add
her to PISD’s team.
Frantzen was appointed to her position in early
June. She previously worked as the academic dean

at Smithson Valley High
School in Comal ISD and at
Del Valle Middle School in
Austin ISD as an instructional administrator. Frantzen received a master’s
degree in education from
Texas A&M University and
is working on her doctorate Annette Villerot
in education administration from UT.
Torrez said Frantzen’s experience will be a valuable
asset to PISD, adding that she has a “deep understanding of the challenges our campuses face.”

District projects $1 million in savings from new solar panels
PFLUGERVILLE ISD Newly installed solar panels on
11 Pflugerville ISD buildings could save the district
$1 million during the anticipated 30-year lifespan of the
solar-power project, according to district officials.
Financial incentives from the Austin Energy and
reduced electricity costs will help make the savings
possible, according to a June 2 PISD news release.
PISD Chief Financial Officer Kenneth Adix said
the district will receive about $3.9 million through an
Austin Energy incentive program and avoid $6.9 million in electricity costs by using power from the solar
panels. All costs considered, the panels will save the
district money over 30 years.
The panels will generate more than 2.7 million kilowatt-hours of renewable energy, cut district operating
costs and help the environment, PISD Communications Coordinator Tamra Spence said.
The electricity generated by the solar panels could

power 250 average-sized homes for a year, according
to the U.S. Energy Information Administration.
PISD Energy Manager Stephen Waldron said the
solar initiative will offset the equivalent carbon emissions of 392 cars per year.

PISD’s solar-powered facilities
• Barron Elementary

• River Oaks Elementary

• Connally High School

• Support Services Facility

• Copperfield Elementary

• Westview Middle School

• Delco Primary School

• Wieland Elementary

• Dessau Elementary

Source: PISD

• Dessau Middle School
• Parmer Lane Elementary

Board adopts ISD’s operating
budget for 2014–15
ROUND ROCK ISD On June 19 the Round Rock ISD
board of trustees adopted its 2014–15 general operating
budget of $361.1 million.
The budget includes a surplus of $203,919 as well
as $18 million for the increase of salaries of teachers,
librarians, special education staff and other employees.
In 2013–14, the trustees adopted a budget of
$339.4 million.
The district’s property tax rate will be set in September. Because of the recent passage of the $299 million
bond package, RRISD residents will see an increased
property tax rate in September 2015. The property
tax increase for an average district homeowner with
a median-valued home of $200,264 after a homestead
exemption will be $42.60 per year, according to RRISD.

Boutwell takes
president spot
HUTTO ISD The board of
trustees approved its new
president and vice president
and welcomed a new trustee
on June 12.
The board unanimously
approved Phillip Boutwell’s
Phillip Boutwell
move from vice president of
the board to president.
Trustee Byron McDaniel moved into the vacated vice
president position. Boutwell replaces Doug Gaul, who
stepped down as president but remains on the board.
Kelly Farmer replaced Mike Drolette—who served a
single three-year term—to become the board’s newest
trustee.

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
Hutto ISD board of trustees

Round Rock ISD board of trustees

Pflugerville ISD board of trustees

Austin Community College board of trustees

Meets second Thursday at 7 p.m.
200 College St., Hutto
512-759-3771. www.hutto.txed.net

Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
1401 W. Pecan St., Pflugerville
512-594-0000. www.pflugervilleisd.net

Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock
512-464-5090. www.roundrockisd.org

Meets first Monday at 6 p.m.
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Austin
512-223-7613. www.austincc.edu

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph
For these stories and other
online-exclusive content, visit
impactnews.com.

Offering:
• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified

6XPPHU6RFLDO&DPSV
([HFXWLYH)XQFWLRQ&RDFKLQJ
3DUHQWDQG6FKRRO7UDLQLQJ

Travis Bias, DO
Family Medicine

512.252.1505

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pflugerville

Call about our NEW extended hours!

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112 • Pflugerville

1RZDFFHSWLQJDSSOLFDWLRQVIRU
RXUVXPPHUVRFLDOUHFUHDWLRQDO
DQGH[HFXWLYHIXQFWLRQLQJFDPSV
DQGSURJUDPV

Call for more information or to schedule an assessment.
ADHD • LEARNING DISABILITIES • PROCESSING DISORDERS • ASPERGER’S
EXECUTIVE FUNCTION DISORDERS • GIFTED & TALENTED STUDENTS • NON-TRADITIONAL LEARNERS
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CHARITY RESALE SHOP & BOUTIQUE

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER

Round Rock
7215 Wyoming Spring
Suite 300A
Round Rock, TX 78681

1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

&HOHEUDWLQJ<HDUVRI6HUYLFH
“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture
resale store that is open to the public.
Revenue from sales supports the food pantry
and social service programs. Donations of
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation:

Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday

Austin
801 W. 38th St.
Suite 400
Austin, TX 78705

M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!

Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options

Board certified in Anesthesiology
& Pain Medicine

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190
Westinghouse Campus
1202 Rabbit Hill Road
Georgetown, TX 78626
Saturdays: 5pm
Sundays: 9am, 10:45am, 12:30pm
En Español: 12:30pm

There’settneervetrimbeeetno
ab
take back your Sunday!

Anderson Mill Campus
10401 Anderson Mill Road
Austin, TX 78750

During our 5pm Saturday service only, you
and your family will have the opportunity
to join us for exciting summer fun!
Events change weekly

Sundays: 10:45am
@txcelebration

celebrationchurchtx

celebrationchurchtx.com • 512.763.3000

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, RIVER
& RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

www.pfdevelopmen t.com

Leadership Pflugerville
Leadership Pflugerville is a class
that develops local Pflugerville residents into the leadership of tomorrow.
The material covered equips students
with the tools they need to connect
with local leaders.

CHANCE LOVE

Each class will choose a community
beautification project and work with
City Council and other City entities
until completion.

SPECIALIST IN HUNTING PROPERTIES

The class is hands-on and informative about local history, government,
economy, needs and opportunities,
and city involvement.

Agent
chance@theandersgroup.com

512-657-9207

| www.theandersgroup.com

Contact Ricca Keepers
at riccak@pfdevelopment.com
for an application.

Deadline for application
is July 31, 2014.
Office: 512-990-3725
Program cost: $100
Classes will be held the second
Wednesday of the month from
6:00–9:00p.m., August 27
through December 17, 2014
(dinner will be served).

Pflugerville location TBD
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News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto and Williamson county

Compiled by David Barer, Erich Hiner and Kate Morris

Pflugerville OKs bid for pump station repairs

David Barer

PFLUGERVILLE City
Council approved a bid June
10 for construction repairs to
the damaged Lake Pflugerville pump station.
City workers found the
pump station, which pumps
water from Lake Pflugerville
to the city’s water treatment
center, leaking in early May.
Major pump pipes leading
into the station have corroded and are full of holes.
Staff found holes in pipes under the Lake Pflugerville pump station in May. The facility moves water to the city’s treatment plant.
Two companies bid on the
repair project. The council
rain events in the area, Pflugerville Assisaccepted a $569,329 bid from Archer
Western Construction and rejected a
tant City Manager Tom Word said.
$1,030,000 bid from another company.
The hole under the pump station
Hours before the bidding took place,
in which repairs are taking place has
a third bidder pulled out because of the
changed with each storm, Word said.
perceived risk of the project, according to
Councilman Victor Gonzales was the
a consulting engineer assisting the city.
lone dissenting vote against accepting
The council approved $750,000 for
the bid.
emergency repairs in mid-May with
“Based on the bids and the huge vari$475,000 of the funds to be used for
ances [between them], I’m not comfortconstruction. The accepted bid is almost
able with this,” Gonzales said. “The
$100,000 above the May estimate because deviation is so great that I’m not sure
of erosion and problems caused by recent what we are bidding on.”

WILLIAMSON COUNTY Commissioners took no action June 10 to
restrict the sale of fireworks in the
unincorporated areas of the county
before the Fourth of July.
For the county to take action, the
Keetch-Byram Drought Index—the
average measure of ground moisture
throughout the county—must be at or
above 575 on a scale of zero to 800. Zero
represents complete saturation and 800
represents a total lack of moisture, said
Jarred Thomas, Williamson County
emergency management coordinator.
The county’s current drought index as
of June 10 was less than 250.
Although the county has not banned
the sale or use of fireworks, each city
within the county is able to set its own
ordinances regulating fireworks.
“Larger cities like Taylor, Hutto,
Round Rock, Cedar Park, Georgetown
... all of those have the ordinance that
says no sale or use,” Thomas said.

PFLUGERVILLE The cities of
Austin’s and Pflugerville’s main reservoirs, Lakes Travis and Buchanan,
also known as the Highland Lakes,
were slightly fuller on June 10 than at
the same time in 2013, according to a
Pflugerville official.
Combined storage in the lakes
exceeded 790,000 acre-feet of water. On
June 10, 2013 the lakes contained about
783,000 acre-feet, Pflugerville Public
Works Director James Wills said.
An acre-foot of water can cover an
acre of land with water 1 foot deep.
“I’m very happy about where we are
at,” Wills said. “I want to remind everybody that we are still behind. We are
still in extreme drought.”
Pflugerville is currently in Stage 3 of
its drought contingency plan for water
conservation. A worsening drought
during the summer could trigger
Stage 4 water restrictions sometime in
September or October, which would
eliminate residential sprinkler system
use but allow hand watering of yards at
certain times of the day, Wills said.

ROUND ROCK City officials agreed
June 12 to cooperate with the city of
Pflugerville on a road study to examine
the possibility building a northern side
of the westbound SH 45 frontage road
between Heatherwilde Boulevard and
Donnell Drive.
Pflugerville already approved the
interlocal agreement for the study,
which will last 30 days. Round Rock will
receive a report on the cities’ options no

Blvd.

o

hC

Hig

n

erwilde Blvd
ath
.

Do
n

.

lvd

yB

tr
un

He

Louis Hen
na

later than July 18.
“We believe the lack of this frontage
road is what is contributing to significant traffic backup,” Round Rock Transportation Director Gary Hudder said.
Traffic congestion on Heatherwilde
in Round Rock and Pflugerville is cause
for the study. If the plan proceeds to
construction, officials said they do not
know who would be responsible for
funding because SH 45 is a state tollway.
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Meets first and third Thursday, 7 p.m.
401 W. Front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

Pflugerville City Council

Meets second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.
100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com

WATERING SCHEDULE
Addresses ending in the following
numbers may water on the designated
day before 10 a.m. and after 7 p.m.
0 or 1 – Monday
2 or 3 – Tuesday
4 or 5 – Wednesday
6 or 7 – Thursday
8 or 9 – Friday
Hand watering is permitted any day
before 10 a.m. and after 7 p.m. but
only with a shutoff nozzle or bucket.

Water enforcement
1st offense – Door-hanger warning
2nd offense – Door-hanger warning
and visit from city staff

4th offense – Water shut off
Source: City of Pflugerville

Source: City of Round Rock

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
Hutto City Council

Pflugerville

3rd offense – Certified letter and $100
water bill fee

Ln
ltz
hu

HUTTO City officials have considered
revamping the city’s iconic co-op area
for years. The latest plans presented to
City Council on June 5, which include
renovations to the co-op’s gin buildings, could be key to turning years of
planning into reality.
Hutto leaders envision transforming
the co-op into a master-planned area
with a municipal complex including a
new City Hall, plaza and park. The site
would also have retail shops. Some of
the co-op’s silos and structures would
be incorporated into the design. Architects have consulted with Hutto on the
co-op renovations and designed several
options for the city to consider.
Gin building renovations could be
the signal of activity private developers
want to see prior to developing housing
and retail at the site, Hutto Assistant
City Manager Micah Grau said.

Drought update:
Highland lakes higher
than last summer

Cities study possible frontage road extension

Sc

Leaders view plans
for Hutto co-op

No fireworks ban
for unincorporated
Williamson County

Round Rock City Council

Meets second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.
216 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.traviscounty.org

Williamson County
Commissioners Court

Meeting Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph
For these stories and other
online-exclusive content, visit
impactnews.com.
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CALENDAR
Pocket Park Appreciation Day

08

Concert in the Park

09

Learn to build a website

Featured EVENT

Attendees can visit a craft table
and play outdoor games in one of the small
parks of the Brushy Creek. Refreshments and
a house castle are also on-site. 3–4:30 p.m.
Free. Highland Horizon Park, 416 Highland
Horizon, Round Rock. 512-255-7871, ext.
218. www.bcmud.org

All active-duty military members with
valid military identification can get in free
on Independence Day at the Pflugerville
water park. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m. Free entry
(active-duty military). Hawaiian Falls,
18500 N. SH 130, Pflugerville.
512-270-6967. www.hfalls.com/pflugerville

Courtesy Williamson County Association of Realtors

Military appreciation day
at Hawaiian Falls

Attendees can hear the music
of teenage rock band Twenty Four Seven.
Those attending may bring drinks, a blanket
and food. 7:30 p.m. Free. Fritz Park,
306 E. Live Oak St., Hutto. 512-759-4000.
www.huttotx.gov

Attendees can learn how to build
their own website using Wix’s drag-and-drop
interface and code-free tools. The session
covers search engine optimization. 1:30–
3 p.m. Free. TechShop Austin-Round Rock,
120 Sundance Parkway., Ste. 350, Round
Rock. www.wix.com

Worth the TRIP

JULY

07

Those participating in this food drive can donate canned and nonperishable
food items at any real estate office in Williamson County. Items needed for donation include
canned meats, vegetables, fruit, pasta, rice, beans, cereals and juice. The food goes to the
Round Rock Area Serving Center, Shepherd’s Heart Food Pantry, Hill Country Community
Ministries, The Caring Place and Hutto Community Food Pantry. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
512-255-6211. www.wclife.org

Austin Symphony H-E-B
Concert & Fireworks

04

Frontier Days

04

Pfirecracker Pfestival

The celebration includes fireworks,
carnival rides, the Sam Bass Shootout,
children’s games, skydivers, a parade and a
jalapeno-eating contest. 8 a.m.–11 p.m. Free.
Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,
Round Rock. www.roundrocktexas.gov

Those attending can eat, drink, fish,
swim and watch the fireworks. Shuttle buses
run from Hendrickson and Pflugerville high
schools. 3–11 p.m. Free. Lake Pflugerville,
18216 Weiss Lane, Pflugerville.
www.pflugervilletx.gov

‘Water on the Home Front’
community workshop

The city of Hutto hosts a workshop designed
to teach the importance of conserving water
in times of drought. The workshop features
presentations from the Clean Water Fund and
a landscaping expert. 7 p.m. Free. Hutto City
Council chambers, 401 W. Front St., Hutto.
512-759-4030. www.huttotx.gov

11

through 13
Capital City Comic Con

Free puzzle exchange

12

Chat session with Hutto Mayor
Debbie Holland

Those attending can exchange
gently used puzzles, leave a complete
puzzle or take a puzzle. 1:30– 2:30 p.m.
Free. Pflugerville Public Library, 102 10th St.,
Pflugerville. 512-965-3624

Citizens have a chance to speak with the
mayor to express their concerns, opinions
and ideas. 10 a.m.–noon. Free. Baked ‘N
Sconed, 143 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100,
Hutto. 512-759-4033. www.huttotx.gov

Fans, artists, writers and collectors
converge on downtown Austin for three
days to celebrate the art and culture
of comics. The agenda includes panel
discussions and an appearance by the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Free (oneday admission for children age 12 and
under), $25-$30 (one-day adult passes)
$50 (weekend passes). 11 a.m.–7 p.m.
(Fri.), 10 a.m.–7 p.m. (Sat.) and 11 a.m.–
6 p.m. (Sun.) The Palmer Events Center,
900 Barton Springs Road, Austin.
www.capitolcitycomiccon.com

11

12

12

through 17
Scratch Programming

Fun 2 Learn Code provides summer
camps for young people interested
in learning how to create computer
code. The camp is a half-day long
and lasts four days. Children learn the
fundamentals of programming as well as
using visual blocks of code, which they
can drag and drop to make programs
run and create animation and games.
9 a.m.–noon. $130 (for those with their
own laptop), $160 (for those borrowing a
laptop). Mathnasium, 4500 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Ste. 130, Round Rock.
512-900-8380. www.fun2learncode.com

The event for teenagers features a race that
includes an obstacle course, mental puzzles,
water dives and mud. Those with the best
times, team names and costumes are given
awards. Food, music and swimming are
available after the event. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
$10 (per team of four). Cat Hollow Park and
Pool, 2600 O’Connor Drive, Round Rock.
512-255-7871, ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

19

through 26
2014 Super Series World Series
Championship

Music in the Park

Concertgoers can listen to the
Western songs of Kristyn Harris, the
2014 Academy of Western Artists Female
Performer of the Year. Fiddle player Brook
Wallace is also performing. 7:30–9:30
p.m. Free. Pfluger Park, 515 City Park
Road, Pflugerville. 512-990-6113.
www.pflugervilletx.gov/musicinthepark

14

Teen Big MUD Blowout Team
Race & Pool Party

Courtesy city of Pflugerville

On July 4 many Austin area residents
gather each year for the largest
Independence Day celebration in the
city. Sponsored by H-E-B, the Austin
Symphony Orchestra concert directed by
ASO Music Director Peter Bay features
patriotic music including the “1812
Overture” followed by a fireworks show.
8:30 p.m. (concert), 9:30 p.m. (fireworks).
Free. Circuit of The Americas, 9201
Circuit of The Americas Blvd., Austin.
512-476-6064.
www.austinsymphony.org

07

Courtesy Capital City Comic Con

Courtesy Jared Tennant

Worth the TRIP

04

through 17
Operation I Can

Courtesy Fun 2 Learn Code

Erich Hiner

04

08

Courtesy SMG photography

July

13

Everything Under One Roof
shopping event

Shoppers can browse among a variety
of items from 29 local businesses
showcasing their products. Specials and
door prizes are available. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Free admission. Austin Marriott North,
2600 La Frontera Blvd., Round Rock.
801-898-3788

This youth baseball tournament features
players from 7 to 14 years of age playing
for the season’s championship. Teams from
throughout the country are invited to play.
8 a.m.–8 p.m. Free (age 5 and younger),
$1.50 (children ages 6–12), $3 (students
ages 13–17), $5 (age 65 and older), $7
(adult). Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-225-4000. www.
bluediamondtournaments.com

20

Capital Confectioners Club
Day of Sharing

The event, which is put on by the Capital
Confectioners Club of Austin, features

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • July 2014

advance), $55 (weekend). Austin Marriott
North, 2600 La Frontera Blvd., Round
Rock. www.invadercon.com

demonstrations by sugar artists and
instructional courses before and after the
event. A continental breakfast and catered
lunch are included in the admission cost.
8 a.m.–5 p.m. $35 (online registration),
$45 (after July 6 and at the door). Wingate
Conference Center, 1209 N. I-35, Round
Rock. www.dos.capitalconfectioners.com

22

through 24
Hutto Hippos Rock Cheer Camp

Movies in the Park

Music in the Park

Courtesy Green Mustard Entertainment

The event celebrates the short-lived but
popular Nickelodeon cartoon “Invader
Zim.” Green Mustard Entertainment
obtained funding to put on the event,
the third of its kind, through a Kickstarter
campaign. The cast and crew of the
original cartoon are attending the event.
11 a.m.–11 p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.–7 p.m.
(Sun.). $25 (Sunday), $30 (Saturday), $45
(weekend pass only available online in

29

Five55 Series Race

04

Summer reading splash mob

04

Marionettes with Don Harms

Attendees can expect to get
soaked at this water battle event. Those
partaking in the water war can bring
water guns and water balloons. 7:30
p.m. Free. Prete Main Street Plaza, 221
E. Main St., Round Rock. 512-218-5447.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

The craft show is hosted by Grace
Presbyterian Church and features vendors
in 24 booths selling items such as pickles,
honey, jewelry, wood crafts and clothing.
Canned food for the Round Rock Area
Serving Center is accepted at the event.
Admission cost is one item of canned food.
10 a.m.–4 p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church,
1705 Gattis School Road, Round Rock.
512-255-9818. www.gracepresrr.org

26

Caregiver workshop:
Understanding Dementia

August

Christmas in July

and 27
InvaderCon III: Final Doom

26

Racers can swim 500 meters
and run 5 kilometers in this race. A new
1,500-meter swim has been added for more
experienced racers. Those attending must
register online and bring swim goggles,
running shoes and a towel or transition mat.
Awards for first, second and third place are
given for different age groups. 6:30 p.m.
$20 (short course), $25 (long course). Lake
Pflugerville, 18216 Weiss Lane, Pflugerville.
512-687-3442.
www.five55series.com/austin.php

The event features a play by
the Austin Scottish Rite Children’s and
Community Theater that tells the story of
a girl, Kallie, who catches and outwits two
thieves. 6:30 p.m. (food), 7:30–9:30 p.m.
(performance). Free. Pfluger Park, 515 City
Park Road, Pflugerville. 512-990-6113.
www.pflugervilletx.gov/musicinthepark

26

Night Rider Family Bike Ride

Those attending can learn how to care for a
loved one with dementia. RSVP in advance.
10 a.m.–noon. Free. Round Rock Public
Library, 216 E. Main Ave., Round Rock.
512-600-9276.
http://tiny.cc/registerJuly26

The family event features an outdoor
showing of “City Slickers,” a fish-out-ofwater story about a group of city dwellers’
adventure in the country. Curly’s BBQ is
serving “trail food” from a chuck wagon, and
attendees can bring blankets and chairs.
8:30 p.m. Free. Main Street Plaza, 221 E.
Main St., Round Rock.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

25

26

Cyclists at the night ride can cycle
through Round Rock on bikes tricked out
with glow sticks and flashing lights. The ride
is noncompetitive and features a halfway
stop at the Rabb House for drinks, games
and more. 7–11p.m. $10 (in advance), $15
(on day of event). Centennial Plaza, 301 W.
Bagdad Ave., Round Rock. 512-341-3361

Those attending can learn the fundamentals
and techniques needed to succeed as a
cheerleader and build confidence. Attendees
should bring shorts, cheer shoes, plenty of
water and tie their hair in a ponytail. Camp is
open for children ages 4–13. 6:30–8:30 p.m.
$35 (includes shirt, water bottle and snacks).
Crossroads Church, 6655 Hwy. 79, Hutto.
512-638-0797. www.hyfca.com/home

23
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Don Harms uses marionettes
and music to perform the classic fairy tale
“Cinderella.” The show is recommended for
children over the age of 4. Parking is limited,
and stroller space inside the venue is limited.
The event is sponsored by the Friends of the
Round Rock Public Library. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Artspace, 231 E. Main St., Round Rock.
512-689-2450

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Round Rock,
Pflugerville and Hutto events at
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.
To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and
Hutto events considered for the print
edition, they must be submitted by
the second Friday of the month prior
to the month they take place.
Sponsored by

23
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Cleaning Completed By 7/31/14
Promo Code: JULY

The Office of Dr. Oscar A. Tamez, M.D.

5
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July 7 Registration Opens
July 26 Walk up Registration 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Aug. 2 Walk up Registration 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Aug. 9 Late Walk up Registration 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Aug. 15 Registration Closes
Aug. 23 Field Day - Need volunteers! 7am-noon
Aug. 23 PAYSL Day at Dick's Sporting Goods
Pflugerville (coupons available)
Sept. 6 :,(:65),.05:

Walk up registration at Wells Point Soccer Fields behind Spring Hill Elementary
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Hello,
neighbor!
Ted Heaton III, Agent
2851 Joe DiMaggio Blvd. Bldg.#2 Suite #3
Round Rock, TX 78665
Office: (512) 615-8774
Toll-free (844) 477-8774
Fax (512) 615-1132
ted@getted.com

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs
for insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Auto • Home • Life • Financial Services •Health

Are You or Your Children
Suffering From?
• Nasal Obstruction &
Congestion

• Snoring & Sleep Apnea
• Tired of Being Tired

• Recurrent Sinus Infections • Hearing Loss & Ringing in
& Allergies
Ears
• Facial Pressure &
• Restless Unrefreshing
Headaches
Sleep
• Dizziness & Vertigo

Dr. Tamez can improve
your quality of life
and health.

“Your Family’s Ear,
Nose and Throat
Specialist”
6HKDEODHVSDxRO

512-255-8070 | www.tejas-ent.com
5RXQG5RFN$YH6XLWH_5RXQG5RFN7;
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RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Compiled by Erich Hiner

Hawaiian Falls Water and Adventure Park
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Hawaiian Falls

Photos by Erich Hiner
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Pflugerville’s Hawaiian Falls Water and Adventure
Park opened to the public June 9. The facility’s dry
adventure park is projected to open the first week of
July. The park’s opening was pushed back several
times because of weather-related construction
delays, and heavy rain forced the park’s opening
ceremonies inside.
The $23.5 million park was financed in part with a
loan from the city of Pflugerville.

1 Hawaiian Falls employee Deanajima Rankin (left)
dances in the rain with a visitor during the park’s
opening ceremonies June 9.
2 From left: Kinzie Thurman, Kyra Huiras and
Jayme Rhodes of Pflugerville crowd under an
umbrella during Hawaiian Falls’ opening ceremonies.

4

3

Lifeguard Hudson Marek stands in front of
Hawaiian Falls’ wave pool during the park’s opening
ceremonies June 9.

4 Hawaiian Falls’ water attractions include a lazy
river with an artificial beach.
5 A guest slides down the park’s near-vertical
Pflyin’ Hawaiian water slide June 11.
6

Guests splash into a water slide’s catch pool.

7 Swimmers spread out in the park’s
18,000-square-foot wave pool June 11.
8 Guests hurtle head-first down Hawaiian Falls’
six-lane Reef Racer slide June 11.
9 The park features two main slide complexes, a
large racing slide and numerous other attractions.

7

5

6

8

9
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The Grand
Opening Fun
Keeps on Going!
Sweepstakes,
Prizes &
Special Offers!
Visit goamplify.com/goUC

Or stop by our newest
Round Rock branch!
210 University Blvd.
Suite 160, Round Rock
Mon - Fri: 9am - 7pm
Sat: 9am - 2pm
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Prime Focus Forensics

Hutto local makes living as digital detective

I

n the 1980s, C.M. “Mike” Adams
began his career in digital forensics
when the profession was much more
obscure and known only to insiders as
“data recovery.”
Now just about everyone has a potential computer risk in the palm of their
hand in the form of their cell phone, said
Adams, who owns Hutto-based digital
security firm, Prime Focus Forensics.
Adams acts as a digital detective, spotting
gaps in cyber security for private clients
and businesses. It is also Adams’ job to
glean forensic evidence from electronic
devices—including smartphones— for
private customers and courts.
“Most people think they are phones,
but they are really computers with phone
capability,” Adams said.
As smartphones become more commonplace, so does the danger of digital
security breaches. Private investigators often call Adams, who is a certified
private investigator himself, about cases
in which spyware—malicious, hidden
monitoring programs loaded onto an
electronic device without the owner’s
knowledge—has been installed on someone’s cell phone.
“It’s nefarious stuff,” Adams said. “If
somebody can get cell phone spyware on
your phone, they own your phone just like
you do.”
Spyware gives criminals access to a
phone’s files, camera and passwords. The
programs can also copy every password
and username entered on the device.
In February the U.S. Department of
Justice recommended that the U.S. Senate enact legislative changes to allow
law enforcement to seize proceeds from
cell phone spyware transactions. The
DOJ also noted that data thieves tend to
act from abroad, installing spyware on
phones via the Internet. That makes it
more difficult to prosecute the criminals

in U.S. courts.
It is those new security concerns and
others that drove Adams to found Prime
Focus Forensics in 2000. In 2007 Adams
obtained his private investigator license
because the state of Texas tightened the
standards for investigators presenting
recovered data as evidence in a legal matter and required certification as a private
investigator.
He recovers data as forensic evidence
from any device with a digital memory,
such as a computer, tablet, cell phone or
GPS device. He said almost half of his
cases are from private investigations,
with 25 percent of his workload coming
from criminal court cases and another 35
percent from civil court cases.
Adams also advises private businesses
on cyber security. Whenever he visits a
company’s offices, he finds many digital
hazards, particularly in rooms that house
network supplies such as routers and
servers. A business’s most valuable information flows through devices in those
rooms, which are often largely ignored
or misused, he said. Businesses will often
have trashcans and janitorial supplies in
their server rooms, Adams said.
“That’s the No. 1 place that businesses
get tapped because almost anyone can get
into those rooms,” he said.
Doing one’s “digital due diligence”
is a must, Adams said. Among Adams’
most important cyber security pointers
is ensuring one’s passwords are strong to
give hackers a tougher time of infiltrating
one’s accounts.
Cyber security is becoming more
important as criminals learn more,
Adams said. Thieves are learning to find
and exploit weaknesses more effectively.
“The hacking world has changed,” he
said. “It’s no longer the 15-year-old kid
down the street. It’s professionals, and
they go where the money is.”

JJ Velasquez

By JJ Velasquez

When he is not in court helping with a case, C.M. “Mike” Adams conducts his business at home in Hutto.

Doing your

DIGITAL
DUE DILIGENCE
Always use

STRONG PASSWORDS
C.M “Mike” Adams advises using strong
passwords to secure one’s accounts from
hackers and digital thieves trying to access
one’s money or personal information by
digital means. “If someone wants what
you have or wants to know what you know,
a strong password is your first, best and
sometimes last line of defense,” Adams said.
A strong password contains a combination
of numbers, uppercase letters, lowercase
letters and special characters. An easy-toremember word, phrase or name can be
dressed up with special characters to create
a strong password.

WEAK

STRONG

TomBrady

!!Tom+Br4dy!!

12345

One2Three4Five!!
@Million$Baby!!

Amilliondollarbaby

PRIME FOCUS FORENSICS
512-436-3610
www.pfforensics.com

SSPYWARE
Spyware is designed to perform
surveillance on your computer or cell
phone and retrieve the data that those
devices hold. The software is available on
the Internet at a low cost, and fully legal
versions of it exist. Spyware differs from a
virus in that it is designed to monitor one’s
system instead of disrupting it.
Cell phone and computer spyware can
• Activate your built-in camera without
turning on the indicator light, allowing
a hacker to watch the computer’s user
without his or her knowledge
• Activate the built-in microphone and listen
to the user or the device’s surroundings
• Obtain a copy of every username and
password stored on a system
• Obtain a copy of one’s email contact list
• Know one’s Web history
• Listen to both sides of one’s
phone calls as they occur
• Read one’s digital calendar
• Forward copies of one’s
emails and texts sent
or received, including
attachments
• See a copy of every
document, spreadsheet and image
viewed on the device
Source: Prime Focus Forensics
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Mario’s Mexican
Restaurant

Hutto staple restaurant expands its options
By Gene Davis

Photos by Gene Davis

W

St.
West

hen he opened Mario’s
“To me, Hutto is the center of just about
Mexican Restaurant in Hutto
everything north of Austin,” he said.
in 2004, owner Mario Perez
Perez grew up in San Antonio, and
knew the odds were stacked against him.
many of the dishes served at his restauThe majority of restaurants fail before
rant come from family recipes. Other
their second anniversary, and with a
recipes were developed by the cooks at the
professional background working in sales
restaurant.
at IBM, Perez had no personal experience
In addition to owning the restaurant,
in the restaurant industry. But instead of
Perez serves as the president of the Hutto
being discouraged or frightened, he said
Economic Development Corp.’s board of
he was motivated by the challenge.
directors. Perez said he is excited about
“When I would hear people say that
efforts to make downtown Hutto, where
[opening a restaurant] is one of the hardhis restaurant is located, a more central
est things to do
and active place
and that most don’t “I hope I can get beyond the
for the community
make it, I said, ‘Let perception of Mario’s Mexican with an Austin-like
me see if they are
Restaurant, because we have vibe.
[right] about that,’” diversified. Everything that
On a Wednesday
he said. “I’m going
morning in June,
comes out of here is good.”
on 10 years, so
Mario’s Mexican
that’s not too bad.” —Mario Perez, owner
Restaurant was
Mario’s Mexican Restaurant serves
packed with regulars who Perez greeted
everything from migas and waffles to
by name. Given the restaurant’s success,
chicken-fried steak and chalupas. Perez
Perez said he can look back at the restaurecently expanded the menu to include
rant’s first rocky months with a smile.
barbecue dishes such as brisket, Elgin
“At first it was like, oh my ... goodness,
sausage and spare ribs.
what did I get into,’” he said. “I figured it
Perez said he is considering changing
would just last six months, I’d close and
the restaurant’s name since the dishes
go back to the tech world. But it just kept
have expanded beyond those associated
growing.”
with Mexican cuisine.
“I hope I can get beyond the perception
Mario’s Mexican Restaurant
of Mario’s Mexican Restaurant, because
we have diversified,” he said. “Everything
St.
Pecan
1660
that comes out of here is good.”
Although Hutto only had about 1,200
St.
Farley
residents and four restaurants in 2004,
79
Perez said he decided to open Mario’s
Mexican Restaurant in the city because he
saw Hutto’s growth potential. His predic209 East Street, Hutto TX
tion has proven to be correct. Hutto’s
512-846-1778
population surpassed 20,000 residents last
Mon.–Wed. and Sat. 7 a.m.–3 p.m.,
year, according to the city.
Thu.–Fri. 7 a.m.–9 p.m. Sun. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

Mario’s Mexican Restaurant owner Mario Perez and his wife, Donna, opened the business in 2004.

Popular dishes
Migas: The dish (pictured at right) consists
of mixed bell peppers, tomatoes and onions
with scrambled eggs and tortilla chips.
The migas can be prepared spicy or mild
depending on the customer’s preference.
Chiles rellenos: A chile relleno is a poblano
pepper that can be stuffed with everything
from cheese and taco meat to fajita filling.
The dish is topped with a ranchero sauce and
cheese and is served with rice and beans.
Barbecue: The restaurant’s brisket, sausage
and spare ribs have become increasingly
popular with customers, owner Mario Perez
said. Perez smokes the meats himself.

Steak nights
In April, Mario’s Mexican Restaurant
expanded its hours and opened for dinner on
Thursday and Friday nights.
The dinner menu currently features ribeye
steak, Kansas City strip steak and baconwrapped filet sirloin.
Mario’s Mexican Restaurant owner Mario
Perez said the dinner crowd has been
increasing steadily. He said he hopes to
eventually expand the menu and open on
Wednesday and Saturday nights as well.

St.

t.

East S

Main

“It’s starting to pick up; the advertisement
has all been word of mouth so far,” he said.
Mario’s Mexican Restaurant served dinner
six nights a week when it first opened in
2004. Perez said he had to cut those hours
steadily because of the weak economy.
However, Perez said it appears that the
economy is rebounding in the Hutto area.

The restaurant’s migas draw customers from
throughout greater Austin, owner Mario Perez said.

Customer testimonials

“This is a very family–
oriented and loving restaurant. Everyone is very,
very friendly, and the food
is out of sight.”
—Judy Koschade

“In a way it’s a ‘Cheers’-like
environment. Over half
the people in here will
know each other at any
given time. We have our
regular table here. It’s just
that kind of place.”
—Doug Fell

More is better!
Get more out of college than a piece of paper.
On average, a year after graduation, students
with two-year technical degrees have first-year
median earnings of more than $50,000,
just over $11,000 more than graduates of
bachelor’s degree programs across the state.*
* collegemeasures.org
TSTC @ the East Williamson Higher Education Center-Hutto

Find out how you can get more at
www.waco.tstc.edu/ewchec
or call (512) 759-5900!
Technology focused. Career driven.

Paid for by Carl Perkins Funds.

Texas State
Technical College

Blizzard, DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ®Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx.
D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2014. © 2014 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.
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Hope Alliance

Group provides safe haven for abuse victims
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Ways to support Hope Alliance

Annual fundraisers

Hope Alliance Executive Director Patty Conner
said there are four main ways people can
support the nonprofit.
Work: Hope Alliance is always in need of
volunteers. Volunteers have a variety of duties,
including answering phones and going with
clients to court dates and hospitals to provide
emotional support.
Wealth: Hope Alliance accepts monetary
donations as well as goods and necessities
such as cleaning supplies and toiletries for its
shelter.

The biggest annual fundraisers for Hope
Alliance are the Safe at Home Dinner and
Women Fore! Hope Golf Tournament.
The fundraisers together collect about
$100,000 for Hope Alliance, which has
an annual budget of $1.4 million. The
golf tournament is held at Cimarron Hills
Golf and Country Club. The events are
scheduled this year for Sept. 20–21.

Wisdom: Hope Alliance needs people to
serve on its board with certain knowledge
sets, specifically a real estate agent and an
attorney, Conner said.
Witness: Conner said even if people don’t
directly help Hope Alliance, it is important they
speak out against domestic violence whenever
they have the chance.

How to help someone in need

Hope Alliance

35

Development Director Melinda Biggs (left) and Executive Director Patty Conner help lead Hope Alliance.

Courtesy Hope Alliance

continual growth of Williamson County,
which saw its population grow by about
11.5 percent between April 1, 2010 and
July 1, 2012, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau. She added that state advocacy
organizations are doing a good job of
raising awareness of sexual assault and
domestic violence, which in turn means
more women seek out Hope Alliance.
“I think it’s becoming more acceptable
to reach out for help,” she said.
Hope Alliance has expansion plans to
help meet the demand. The nonprofit’s
headquarters is expanding into a neighboring 1,900-square-foot facility and will
add five private offices for counseling. The
bigger space will also allow for more staff,
interns and volunteers.
Hope Alliance also has 2 acres of land
in downtown Round Rock on which it
can build a new headquarters and shelter.
Conner said she expects the facility will
be built within three to five years.
“One thing that concerns me is that we
have been full at our shelter for so long;
I worry that people in the community,
those who need us, know that and that
will be one more reason not to call us,”
she said. “What I want people to know is
that just because we are full, it’s not like
we won’t help you. Don’t let that be one
more obstacle to calling us.”

Mays St.

A

ccording to national studies from
the World Health Organization,
one out of every three women
in the world will be a victim of domestic
violence in her lifetime. In Williamson
County, help comes in the form of Hope
Alliance, a nonprofit that has helped
domestic violence and sexual assault
victims since 1984.
Hope Alliance Development Director
Melinda Biggs and Executive Director
Patty Conner said that rather than being
depressing and disheartening, the work is
fulfilling and inspiring.
“It’s amazing watching the resiliency of
the clients, seeing them thrive and change
and realize they are not alone,” Biggs said.
“Seeing the changes people can make
is incredible.”
Hope Alliance, which celebrated its
30th anniversary in April, offers counseling and support groups for its clients. The
nonprofit has a legal advocate on staff who
helps survivors apply for protective orders
and crime victim compensation funds.
Hope Alliance also has a violence prevention program that is active throughout
Williamson County’s schools.
Hope Alliance manages the only shelter in Williamson County for battered
women and children. In total, the organization serves about 2,700 individuals a
year. However, the need for services has
grown to outweigh what Hope Alliance
can provide, Conner said.
Because of the increased need, the
nonprofit has to offer alternative shelter
options, which can include hotel rooms
or referrals to other shelter programs in
the area for about 40 families per month
because the regular shelter is full. Hope
Alliance also has a 16-week waiting list
for trauma counseling services. Conner
said the need “just continues to grow.”
Conner said the increased demand
for services is due in large part to the

Gene Davis

By Gene Davis

1011 Gattis School Road, Ste. 106,
Round Rock
Hotline: 1-800-460-7233
www.hopealliancetx.org

Hope Alliance Executive Director Patty
Conner said there are several ways one can
help someone who is a victim of domestic
violence or sexual assault.

Believe them: Conner said many

domestic abuse victims are told people
will think they are crazy if they report the
abuse. Believing the victim can give them
the courage they need to confront the issue,
Conner said.

Let them know you care, and they
don’t have to face the issue alone:
Domestic abuse victims often think they are
the only ones enduring what they are going
through. Lending a little emotional support
can go a long way, Conner said.

Direct them to the Hope Alliance
hotline at 1-800-460-7233: Hope

Alliance volunteers and staffers answer the
hotline 24 hours a day to connect those in
need with resources and information.

Est. 2001
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FACIALS • OXYGEN TREATMENTS • HAIR REMOVAL • DERMAPLANE
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STYLISTS • MANICURISTS • ESTHETICIANS • MASSAGE

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A PLACE
TO BUILD YOUR BUSINESS?
OFFERING PRIVATE STUDIO SUITES
High End Finishes
Fully Furnished • Paid Utilities
High Visibility, Convenient Location
Security • Abundant Parking
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IRUZDUGZLWKDQRSSRUWXQLW\RI DOLIHWLPH
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512-221-3745

NOW OPEN

Stone Hill Town Center
1513 Stone Hill Dr.
Pflugerville

or visit us at www.thesalonsat.com

University Oaks
201 University Oaks Blvd.
Round Rock (by IKEA)

LEASING SPECIAL

4 WEEKS FREE
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Real estate report
Compiled by David Barer and Erich Hiner

Buyer prepare, hot market
Median home price increase
78665

1431

79

78681

130

45

+15–19% +20–24% +25–29% +30–34% +35–39%
Median home price percent change May 2010–May 2014

Home sales per year

Number of homes sold

January–May 2014

1,500

78634
78660
78664
78665

1,200
900
600
0

278
537
331
362

78681 318
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300

2010

ZIP CODES

78634

2011
78660

2012
78664

2013

78665

78681

78717

Median days on the market
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Source: Williamson County Association of Realtors

Living Rooms

2013

2014*

*Includes data from January to May

Being lazy never
felt so good!

Dining Rooms
Accents
Home Office
Youth Bedrooms

SHOP ONLINE TODAY www.AustinCouches.com

78660

TOLL

Bedrooms

512-501-6716

TOLL

78664

78717

CARRYING FURNITURE:

10500 North IH-35 Frontage Rd.
Austin, TX 78753

78634

35

Mattresses
Entertainment
Layaway, No Credit Check Financing,
0% interest financing for up to 48
months *** (on approved credit)

Save money, buy local, keep Austin comfy
Home of the World’s Largest Sofa
Welcome to the
Neighborhood

OFF

the right home is getting smaller.
In 2010, area homes often sat
on the market for one to three
months prior to being sold. As
of May 2014, that timeframe had
shrunk to less than a month and
as few as five days in some areas,
according to data from the Williamson County Association of
Realtors.
Cindy Crawford, a Round
Rock–based real estate agent
with Keller Williams Realty, said
one of her clients received an
offer on a home after placing a
“Coming soon” sign in the yard.
The house had not yet been listed
in the Multiple Listing Service,
which is a comprehensive listing
of homes that agents use.
Buyers should be prepared to
pay full price and to bid against
other buyers for a home, said
Anne Cano, a real estate agent
with RE/MAX Round Rock. She
said they should also be prepared
for a more stressful homebuying
environment.
Pflugerville real estate agent
Sherry Hindmarsh with
RE/MAX said a great way to
prepare to buy a home is to speak
with a lender about income, debt
and credit. Homebuyers need to
know how much a bank will be
willing to lend them, she said.
“I like to get my people fully
qualified before the first time we
go out,” Hindmarsh said.
Gaines said he expects price
increases and strong demand to
continue for the next year to year
and a half.

Number of homes sold

Central Texas and the cities
of Round Rock, Pflugerville and
Hutto have been experiencing
a near-historic boom in home
sales in the past few years.
But along with the sharp
increase in demand for homes
since the end of the recession has
come a tough marketplace for
buyers—particularly those looking to buy for the first time.
Dr. James Gaines, a research
economist at the Real Estate
Center at Texas A&M University,
said buyers must be prepared in
advance to shop in such a fastmoving housing market.
“You aren’t going to have time
in this market to think about
it. You are going to have to act
quickly… houses are virtually
selling the same day they are
listed,” Gaines said. “You need to
have done your homework.”
In addition, Gaines said there
has also been an increase this
year in the paperwork and red
tape for buyers trying to secure
home loans.
Yet buyers are swooping in to
buy homes at an increasing clip
throughout the region. According to the Williamson County
Association of Realtors, the total
number of home sales in Round
Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto
has increased steadily for four
consecutive years. Median home
prices in the area have also risen
in that time period.
Meanwhile, the window of
opportunity for buyers to choose

Number of days

By David Barer

ANY ITEM OVER $499
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Home buying 101 Home Tour
Home sales skyrocketed in Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto in the past four years, and
local real estate experts say this hot market requires prepared, decision-ready buyers.

Homing in on the right house
•
•
•
•

Set a price range
Set priorities for the search
Determine needs versus wants
Scout prospective neighborhoods

Necessary
documents
• ID, Social Security card, credit report
• List of previous landlords, past
2 years
• W-2/1099 statements, past 2 years
• Federal income tax returns, past
2 years
• Pay stubs with earnings, your name
and company name, past 2–
4 months
• IRA, 401K statements, past 2 months
• If self-employed, must show proof of
all income with tax returns
• Evidence of financial assets such as
bank accounts, stocks, etc.
• Titles for cars, boats or other vehicles
• Evidence of debts including car payments, student loans, credit cards,
mortgages, child care and/or support
• Value of life insurance policy and
monthly premiums paid

Glossary
MLS – Multiple Listing Service; real
estate agents use this comprehensive
list to find and sell homes.

•
•
•
•

Check area roads and transportation
Scout nearby businesses and schools
Know nearby industry and agriculture
Consider the homeowners association

Buying process
Making an offer

In a hot market, buyers have less time
and room for negotiation.

Acceptance of the offer
Open title

Once the sale contract is agreed upon,
a copy of the contract and earnest
money are delivered to the title
company.

Windows

Materials such as brick, stucco and
stone are durable and last a long time
with little maintenance. Some siding
materials such as composition board
must be properly painted and sealed
or they are prone to water damage.

Old single-pane
windows allow heat
to enter and escape
the house. Foggy
windows indicate
the thermal seal
has failed and the
windows no longer
insulate properly.

Heating ventilation and
air conditioning (HVAC)

Roof

The heating and air conditioning units
share some parts including ducts. They
are often replaced in tandem, even
though heating units can often outlive air
conditioners in Central Texas.

Consider having an inspection
done that includes a walk
over the roof. Know if hail has
damaged the roof and if the
problems have been fixed.

• The air conditioning unit should sit
on a level concrete pad and be clear
of any foliage or leaf litter. It should
have at least 18 inches of space
around it to breathe and
dissipate heat.
• Gas-powered
furnaces are
more
efficient
than
electric ones.

Option period

This is a window (usually 10 days)
secured by option money in which the
buyer can inspect the home or exit the
deal without losing the earnest money.

Inspections
Buyers should hire a home inspector
to check the house during the option
period.

Appraisal

Lenders require an appraisal to ensure
the property’s value.

Application for mortgage
loan and approval

• The loan approval process
can be stressful.
• Lending institutions need many
financial documents before approving a loan.

Earnest money – A deposit
accompanying the offer to buy the
home that goes toward the sale price;
exiting the deal late can cause the
loss of this deposit.

Repairs, if necessary

Option money – A payment,
usually $100–$250 to the seller,
to secure a period of time, often 10
days, when the buyer can inspect the
home or exit the deal if necessary.

Homeowners insurance

Closing – This is the final
transfer of the property from the
seller to the buyer.

Closing, funding,
taking possession

Sources: Cindy Crawford Homes, “The Home
Buying Guide,” Sherry Hindmarsh RE/MAX Capital
City, Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University
Homebuyer’s Guide

What to see,
what to consider

Exterior material

• Buyers can negotiate repairs during
the option period.
• The lender may require repairs
before funding the loan.
Buyers must obtain homeowners
insurance before closing. The cost is
included in the closing costs, which
are fees and expenses paid at closing.

• Closing is the agreed-upon time to
meet for final paperwork.
• Funding occurs after paperwork is
signed and conditions are met.

Image Blinds
1401 S Interstate 35 Ste 190 Round Rock TX
512-388-4600
www.imageblindsrr.com

Plumbing

Foundation

The plumbing system includes the water heater, which can
develop leaks. Check for a drain pan beneath the water
heater that will safely carry away leaked water.

Foundation problems can be the most expensive issues
in a house. Problems often show themselves in cracks
in exterior masonry and jagged indoor cracks around
windows and doors.

Source: Michael Scher with Austin Home Inspection Team

$
$

OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSES

Seller’s checklist

Down payment Up to 20% of the home price

Earnest money
1–3% of home price
Appraisal

Hire a real estate agent
Prepare to move out
• Have new accommodations ready
• Be prepared to leave the home for
buyer walk-throughs
Prepare the interior
• Clean everything, remove personal
items, make the home clutter-free
• Consider removing wallpaper,
repainting walls
• Consider new floors or carpet
• Remove odd odors and pets while
the house is showing
Prepare the home’s exterior
• Clean walkways, trim vegetation
and maintain landscaping
• Remove personal decorations
and lighting

Closing costs
2–5% of home price
Inspection

$400

$400–$500

Home insurance
Varies with home price

Moving equipment
Varies depending on move
Prices may vary,
list is not comprehensive

During the loan process
DO
Don’t

Tell lender of salary, address
or compensation changes

Obtain homeowners insurance
for the home’s value
Document any deposits into
your bank account

Take out new lines of credit
Change jobs without telling
the lender

Make large purchases
(car, appliances)

Source: www.realtor.com – online “Home Seller’s Guide”
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Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by
our remote control, wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on
your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.

June 14–September 15, 2014

$50 to $100

REBATE PER UNIT*

ON SELECT HUNTER DOUGLAS
MOTORIZED WINDOW FASHIONS

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim
receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. **Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014
Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners. SUM14MB3

TM
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Penley Park

No. of current homes: 0
No. of homes projected at full build: 161
Price range: $250K–$450K
www.mybuffington.com/penley-park

9

Pflugerville Heights

No. of current homes: Unavailable
No. of homes projected at full build: 69
Price range: $200K–$230K
www.drhorton.com

10

Reserve at Westcreek

No. of current homes: 417
No. of homes projected at full build: 604
Price range: $160K–$250K
www.mybuffington.com/reserve-at-westcreek

11

Ho

wa

Sorento

No. of current homes: 0
No. of homes projected at full build: 944
Price range: $270K–$480K
Website coming soon
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Pflugerville

No. of current homes: 1,037
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,285
Price range: $190K–$400K
www.mybuffington.com/villages-hidden-lake

Round Rock
Highland Horizon

No. of current homes: 332
No. of homes projected at full build: 552
Price range: $275K–$450K
www.highlandhorizon.com

Highlands at
Mayfield Ranch

1825

15

Villages of
Hidden Lakes
12

13
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No. of current homes: 127
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,070
Price range: $210K–$350K
www.highlandsmayfieldranch.com

Paloma Lake
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16 Parkside at
Mayfield Ranch

17

No. of current homes: 42
No. of homes projected at full build: 154
Price range: $209K–$270K
www.preserveatmayfieldranch.com
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Sendero Springs

No. of current homes: 564
No. of homes projected at full build: 627
Price range: $275K–$450K
www.senderosprings.org

Siena

No. of current homes: 37
No. of homes projected at full build: 2,674
Price range: $178K–$300Ks
www.kbhome.com

Somerville at
Warner Ranch
20

No. of current homes: Unavailable
No. of homes projected at full build: 318
Price range: $150K–$350K
www.drhorton.com

4
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10

12

Lake
Pflugerville

11
21

Map not to scale

Teravista

No. of current homes: 2,409
No. of homes projected at full build: 3,156
Price range: $200Ks to $700K and above
www.teravista.com

22

Turtle Creek

No. of current homes: Unavailable
No. of homes projected at full build: 422
Price range: $180K–$240K
www.drhorton.com

23

Vizcaya

No. of current homes: 0
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,226
Price range: Mid-$200Ks and above
www.taylormorrison.com/new-homes/
texas/austin/round-rock/vizcaya-community

Subdivisions were included based on the size and timeliness of their projected expansions. Those
with expansions currently under construction or expansions planned for the immediate future were
prioritized. This listing is not comprehensive.
Source: Area developers and homebuilders, city of Round Rock, city of Pflugerville
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barbaracore.kwrealty.com
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No. of current homes: 705
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,117
Price range: $210K–$400K
www.parksidemr.com

Barbara Core, Realtor

BarbaraCore@kwrealty.com

Pe

18

No. of current homes: 938
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,850
Price range: $190K–$400K
www.palomalake.com

Preserve at
Mayfield Ranch
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Highland Park

No. of current homes: 680
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,272
Price range: $180K–$260K
www.drhorton.com
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No. of current homes: 1,159
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,705
Price range: Low $200Ks to mid-$300Ks
www.falconpointetx.com

685

Round Rock

Gre

1325

Falcon Pointe

rn Dr.

Red Bud Ln.

t.

No. of current homes: 812
No. of homes projected at full build: 3,501
Price range: $260K–$500K
www.blackhawktx.com

6

Carl Ste

Gattis School Rd.

Blackhawk

Hutto
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Avalon

No. of current homes: 348
No. of homes projected at full build: 1,500
Price range: $160K–$300K
www.avalontx.com

5

Ma

Wyoming
Springs Dr.

13

Pflugerville
4

sR

110

Old Settlers Blvd.

d.

No. of current homes: Unavailable
No. of homes projected at full build: 778
Price range: $170K–$240K
www.drhorton.com

15

35

Sunrise Rd.

No. of current homes: Unavailable
No. of homes projected at full build: 327
Price range: $160K–$250K
www.mybuffington.com/park-brushy-creek

Tomorrow’s house hunters in Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto will
have plenty of homes to pick from inside and outside the cities’ limits.
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good for 100 FREE
black and white copies.
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No. of current homes: Unavailable
No. of homes projected at full build: 357
Price range: $150K–$180K
www.drhorton.com
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More than

1,000,000
Eyes of Texas are upon us

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION
NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION,
MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN
ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • July 2014

FEATURES

REGIONAL

Abridged stories from our other editions

35

Full stories online at impactnews.com

TOP STORY

Lake levels up, but dry summer forecasted
CENTRAL AUSTIN The worst Central
Texas drought on record is no longer
likely to occur this summer after several
rain showers in late May and June.
Nonetheless, planning for such a
scenario continues for Austin Water
Utility, the city-owned water utility, and
the Lower Colorado River Authority, the
agency tasked with managing the area’s
water supply. The LCRA now predicts the
Highland Lakes, a major source of water
for central Texas, will not hit their lowest
levels in history until at least fall, meaning combined storage in lakes Travis
and Buchanan will likely remain higher
than 600,000 acre-feet. By fall, El Nino
weather patterns could bring drought
relief similar to what the region experienced in 2009, LCRA Meteorologist Bob
Rose said.
In the meantime Rose said he predicts
the Austin area will struggle through
another dry summer, with temperatures
1–2 degrees above normal and at least 40
days of 100-degree weather anticipated.
“That’s not a great forecast, especially
with such a serious drought like this,”

Safe through summer?

Rose said.
As of June 25, the Highland Lakes’
combined storage stood at 799,919
acre-feet.
If the lakes reach drought-of-record
levels, all LCRA firm water customers—including the city of Austin—are
required to drop their water usage
20 percent compared with a 2010–11
standard. Fortunately for Austin, the
city’s conservation measures have helped
Austin to already meet that requirement,
according to AWU records, keeping the
city in compliance with its water contract
with LCRA.
However, dropping below 600,000
acre-feet in combined lake storage triggers stricter Stage 3 drought restrictions.
And if Austin City Council approves a
task force recommendation, a drought
fee will be added to water bills until conditions improve to help AWU recoup lost
revenue because of less water usage.
The task force also recommended
an overall rate increase regardless of
drought conditions.

A series of storms in May and June have helped increase water levels in Lake Travis by more
than 5 feet, enough to potentially avoid the worst Central Texas drought on record this year.

Highland Lakes levels (percent full)
35%—710,497 acre-feet (May 23)

38%—766,568 acre-feet (May 29)

36%—721,611 acre-feet (May 27)

39%—777,247 acre-feet (May 30)

37%—745,824 acre-feet (May 28)

40%—798,648 acre-feet (June 13)

Should lake levels drop to record lows, Austin Water Utility may implement drought fees
until conditions improve. There are five proposed monthly rate structures for charging
additional drought fees during Stage 3/Stage 4 drought restrictions:

Residential

Commercial

Flat rate*

$1/$2.75 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

$1/$2.75 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

Class rate*

$0.74/$2.63 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

$1.41/$4.20 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

High usage*

$4.82 (after 11,000 gallons)

$1.41 (regardless of amount used)

Tiered fixed fee

$3.20–$25.20/$6.60–$47.60
(Stage 3/Stage 4)

Fixed charges starting at
$11.19/$23.93 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

Class fixed fee

$4/$12 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

$58/$124 (Stage 3/Stage 4)

* Charges per 1,000 gallons used

Full story by Joe Lanane

Sources: Lower Colorado River Authority, Austin Water Utility
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Now Open

2007 Kramer Lane, Ste. 105
512-719-5550
www.kieferscafecatering.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–3 p.m.

Brak
er Ln.

Blv
d.

Full story by Lynsdey Taylor

Employee Ben Crowley and owner Cindy Semler
work the lunch rush at Kiefer’s Cafe & Catering.
tric

Catering, located at the corner of Metric
Boulevard and Kramer Lane. The cafe
originally had just three tables.
Throughout the years Semler and
her husband, Bill, have expanded her
business to more than 2,500 square feet,
including a back room and outdoor patio.
She recently bought the entire industrial
complex in which her cafe is located to
ensure Kiefer’s remains in its location.

Me

NORTHWEST AUSTIN Before
Northwest Austin business owner
Cindy Semler opened her restaurant
in 1996, she sold breakfast tacos with
her then 8-year-old daughter Tara
in neighborhoods surrounding Metric Boulevard and Braker Lane.
“Originally I was a taco lady out of my
house for almost three years,” Semler
said. “This was my neighborhood. I got
up every morning and made tacos, put
them in my ice chest and would sell them
[out of] a basket.”
This first venture was so well-received
that Semler opened Kiefer’s Cafe &

Lyndsey Taylor

Kiefer’s Cafe & Catering

Kr

Coming Soon

am

er

Ln

.

BUSINESS

Full story by Richard Guerrero
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e.
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GEORGETOWN From an unassuming home-styled office suite on Leander
Road, MediMobile provides mobile
billing- and data-capture technology to
doctors and care providers in just about
every state throughout the nation.
“We’re a software company that
develops and delivers charge-capture
and information-capture software for
physicians,” MediMobile CEO James

Enis said.
MediMobile replaced the paper billing method with a digital platform that
helps reduce lags in time and cuts loss
in the revenue cycle that links insurers
and health care providers, Enis said.
The popularity and user-friendly ease of
modern smartphones has helped MediMobile to build a range of clients from
single-physician practices to some of the
largest hospital networks in the nation.

Aust

MediMobile

CEDAR PARK On May 21, Italian
eatery Buca di Beppo opened at
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall
Drive, on the lower level between
Dillard’s and Macy’s. The restaurant
has another location in Austin and
makes pizzas, salads, pasta and
more. Hours are Mon.–Thu.
11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–
10 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
512-258-7673.
www.bucadibeppo.com

1918 Leander Road
512-275-1810
www.medimobile.com
Twitter: @medimobile
Sales: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

GEORGETOWN Salado Olive
Oil Co. is opening in early July. The
store, located at 103 N. Austin Ave.,
will offer a variety of cooking oils,
including balsamic, olive, avocado
and walnut oils. All the oils can
be sampled before purchase in a
tasting room. Hours will be Tue.–Sat.
11 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sun. noon–
4 p.m. 512-800-8884.
www.saladooliveoilco.com
GEORGETOWN The Oaks
Gracious Retirement Living will
open this fall at 3720 Williams Drive
and is accepting early reservations.
The community is all-inclusive.
512-360-0077.
www.seniorlivinginstyle.com
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Insulation
is the BEST
INSULATION
against high
utility bills!

any service
over $750
EXPIRES 7-31-14
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AFFORDABLE INSULATION – MARC TUXILLO
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Residential & Commercial Electrical Service
24-HOUR EMERGENCY AVAILABILITY
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

Michael Tunks, TECL 30081

Over 15 years experience
Free Estimates 512-255-6060 • www.metropowertx.com

Housing

Continued from | 1

In the years before the move, McGraw
said she battled a prolonged case of depression that set in after the death of her son in
2006. Her father died in 2009, and she said
she struggled to stay employed. In 2012
her application was accepted for a public
housing unit operated by the Round Rock
Housing Authority.
McGraw moved into her two-bedroom
unit with her daughter—who is now 17—in
December 2012. Her rent, which she said
was more than $400 a month at her former
apartment complex, is now $187 a month.
With her housing situation stable, McGraw
said her life is improving gradually.
The price of prosperity
Many Round Rock residents in need of
affordable housing, however, are not as
fortunate. McGraw is one of hundreds of
Round Rock residents who receive some
form of assistance through the RRHA, and
she is one of many more who have struggled to find affordable housing in the city
during the current economic boom.
According to the city of Round Rock’s
draft five-year consolidated plan for housing and community development, the
housing needs of low-income individuals
and families with children are high because
of rising property values and a lack of public transportation. The plan, which was
released May 12, also noted that with the
average rent for a two-bedroom apartment
on the rise, few low-income individuals or
families can afford a unit in Round Rock.
According to the city’s draft plan, the
number of apartments in Round Rock with
monthly rent between $1,000 and $1,249
rose 797.8 percent between 2000 and
2012, and the number of apartments renting for more than $1,250 per month rose
by 1,595.5 percent in the same timeframe.
The number of apartments in Round Rock
renting for $500–$699 or less than $500 fell
by 65.6 percent and 65.4 percent, respectively, from 2000 to 2012.
Home values have risen as well. Preliminary numbers from the Williamson Central Appraisal District show the average
market value of a home in the Williamson
County portion of Round Rock rose 10.9
percent from 2013 to 2014.
According to data from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
28.2 percent of Round Rock households
spent more than 30 percent of their income
on housing as of 2011.
Roughly 9.6 percent of households—representing 13.5 percent of all renters and 7.2
percent of all homeowners—spent more
than half of their income on housing.
Part of the reason area housing has
become and remains expensive is because
it is in short supply, said Michael Nguyen,
president and CEO of low-income housing developer Atlantic Housing. The Dallas-based nonprofit is targeting Round
Rock for low-income housing development. Nguyen said Round Rock’s explosive

PUBLIC HOUSING
residents

The Round Rock Housing Authority has
three housing developments in the city.

182

93

Total number
of residents

Total number
of households
Average
household size

2

HOUSING VOUCHER
recipients

Voucher recipients use the rent assistance
to find housing on the private rental market.

664

212

Total number
of people

Total number
of households
Average
household size

3

growth—coupled with a lack of affordable
housing builds in the past decade—has
meant that the low-income housing that
exists is expensive and vacant less often.
“You have a limited supply of housing
and you have this extraordinary demand,”
Nguyen said. “It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to identify there is a tremendous pentup need.”
More residents affected
As the price of area housing increases, a
greater number of people who previously
made enough to get by without public
assistance are seeking help. RRHA Executive Director Deborah Williams said climbing rents have made it harder for low- to
moderate-income families to find safe,
affordable and well-maintained places to
live. In addition, the RRHA has seen an
uptick in applications for public housing
and rent assistance, she said.
The RRHA operates 100 publicly owned
housing units at three developments
throughout Round Rock, and the agency
owns, maintains, and leases the rent-subsidized units to preapproved tenants.
The RRHA also administers HUD
housing choice vouchers, which are rent
assistance payments from the federal
government to help low-income renters keep their housing costs down to
30 percent of their income. Recipients
use the vouchers to rent housing from
private landlords.
Both programs have long waiting lists
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Pacific Islander 1%
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The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development considers “Hispanic or Latino”
to be an ethnic category and not a race.
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The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
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that are opened when the wait is less than
one year long. When the RRHA opened its
housing waitlist in 2009, it received roughly
300 applications over the course of three
months. When the RRHA reopened the
waitlist last October, it received roughly
500 applications in one month. The peak
household income of applicants also rose.
“In ’09, we probably didn’t have anyone
[making] more than $25,000 as a household, but last year we had [applicants making] up to $50,000,” Williams said.
Those seeking help
The number of families that include
educated, working adults who are seeking housing assistance seems to be rising,
said Debbie Hoffman, executive director
of Habitat for Humanity of Williamson
County. Those in need are not limited to
the extremely poor, she said.
Habitat for Humanity, which builds
homes for families in need and runs outreach initiatives related to housing access,
has lately gotten inquiries from nurses and
teachers, Hoffman said. Nguyen said the
residents of Atlantic Housing’s units often
include medical clerks, bank tellers, teachers, firefighters and retail workers.
“When we talk about low-income housing, we aren’t talking about people who
aren’t employed, who aren’t skilled, who
aren’t educated,” Hoffman said. “They’re in
a professional position. It’s a shock to some
people that these people qualify.”
Those receiving housing assistance in

Round Rock are also likely to be older, disabled or both. Eight of the RRHA’s public
housing program participants are disabled
but not elderly, and so are 40 of those who
receive vouchers, according to RRHA data.
“We have experienced the overflow of
the mental institution population because
they’re trying to get people out of the
institutions and into the community,”
Williams said.
According to RRHA data, 29 percent of

and farther away where they could afford
a rental or a home and they’re commuting,”
Nguyen said.
Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw said
it is possible that recent trends could make
the city unaffordable for some people.
However, he said Round Rock’s growth
and affordability are determined to a large
extent by regional trends. The mayor said
he does not want Round Rock trying to
control rents. He said it is unlikely the city

“You have a limited supply [and] this extraordinary demand. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist
to identify there is a tremendous pent-up need.”
—Michael Nguyen, president and CEO of Atlantic Housing

households in RRHA-owned public housing and 64 percent of voucher households
are female-headed families with children.
Priced out
If the affordable housing shortage in
Round Rock continues unabated, there is
a chance that some low-wage workers will
be forced to relocate, Nguyen said. Round
Rock’s strong economy provides its residents with plenty of jobs, but the benefit
of those jobs could be lessened if low-wage
workers have to live outside of town.
“The number of those jobs is essentially
more than the amount of [affordable]
housing available in the city, so what’s happening is those folks are moving farther

will self-fund low-income housing units.
Complicating the problem is the city’s
goal of keeping multifamily units capped at
20 percent of Round Rock’s housing stock.
Single-family homes are usually purchased
instead of rented, and homeowners tend to
stay in one place longer than renters. That
stabilizes a city’s tax base, the mayor said.
That goal, however, means no lowincome, multi-family housing can be built
within city limits until single-family home
growth balances the ratio. Nguyen at Atlantic Housing said the ratio is misguided.
“You’re putting blinders on and choosing
to ignore the real needs of those who work
within your city,” Nguyen said.
Round Rock City Council rejected a

83+

White 35%

MONTHLY OUT-OF-POCKET HOUSING COST BY HOUSEHOLD
15%
4% 4% $101–$200
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62–82

$20,001–$25,000
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5% 25% $5,001–$10,000

21%
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Source: Round Rock Housing Authority

proposal by Atlantic in February to build
affordable apartments on Sunrise Road.
Mayor McGraw said council had misgivings about Atlantic’s nonprofit status, which gives the organization certain
property tax exemptions. He added that
multifamily housing is not a cure-all. The
city might, however, consider a development of affordable, single-family homes if
a company wanted to create one, he said.
Mayor McGraw also said housing is not
the only factor residents use to determine
affordability. Round Rock has intentionally
low utility rates and taxes, he said.
Looking to the future
Round Rock’s consolidated plan states
that the city should receive $2.5 million
in HUD Community Development Block
Grants over the next five years. About
$250,000 will be for repairs and changes
to existing public housing. About $124,000
will go to services and housing assistance.
For those already taking part in the city’s
existing housing assistance programs, the
help can make a significant difference.
Letretia McGraw said having a home to call
her own—even a temporary one—is helping
her to “live” again.
“It is temporary. It’s a place you go to
build and reorganize,” she said. “I don’t feel
stuck anymore.”
Tell us what
you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
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STONEWORK
DONE RIGHT
Basic to full restoration | Strip and polish
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“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated
Insured & Bonded

Before

Before

After

After

836-8900

www.KandMsteamcleaning.com
13 Yr. Accredited
Member of the
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended
Environmentally Friendly Products
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EDCs

Getting to know your local

Continued from | 1

“If you go to [other states] they just don’t
have those local option sales taxes that are
going directly to their communities for
economic development,” Grisham said.
“That has allowed us to be competitive.”

Round Rock
Round Rock has generally preferred to
target businesses in the health care, technology, clean energy, advanced manufacturing and corporate headquarters sectors.
It also wants to develop destination retail,
which includes large stores that draw shoppers in from surrounding areas.
The EDP incentivized Benchmark Electronics, a global electronics maker, with
accelerated permitting and an training
agreement with Austin Community College.
“The payback period for that deal is
zero,” White said. “The day they move in,
we’re benefiting.”
When the EDP offers incentives, they are
determined by economic impact calculations, he said. The EDP does not offer cash
incentives to companies right away. White
said he prefers to see what kind of non-cash
deal the city can strike.
The city also needs time to see if a company will be a “good corporate citizen,”
White said. The EDP wants large employers that will stay in Round Rock instead of
leaving after a short time for another city.
“If incentives are the driver of the project,

Local economic development corporations are responsible for recruiting new businesses to
their cities. How they do it, however, varies from one city to the next.
Est.
2004

Est.
2002

Pflugerville

Economic Development Partnership

Community Development Corporation

$791,000

Economic Development Corporation

$3.2M

Budget in fiscal year 2013
($516,000 from local sales taxes,
$275,000 from private investors)

Est.
1996

Hutto

$636,000

Budget in fiscal year 2013
($2.3 million from local sales taxes,
$878,000 from land sales)

Budget in fiscal year 2013
(all from local sales taxes)

Target sectors:
No specific industries

Target sectors:
Large retailers, water-intense
manufacturing, advanced manufacturing,
distribution, food

Strategy
Focus on business retention with calculated
incentives for large players in key industries,
strong belief in regional cooperation

Strategy
Flexible incentives for a range of industries,
emphasis placed on growing commercial
tax base, aggressive and competitive

Strategy
Measured incentives for key industries,
immediate focus on building local retail with
an eye toward attracting industry soon after

David Barer

Courtesy EWCHEC-Hutto

Target sectors:
Advanced manufacturing, technology,
corporate headquarters, destination retail

DEAL SPOTLIGHT

DEAL SPOTLIGHT

Who: Bass Pro Shops

Who: TrackingPoint, Inc.

What: A 104,000-square-foot store
supporting 175 jobs

What: A high-tech rifle manufacturer
supporting more than 200 jobs

When: Deal announced in August 2013,
store expected to open in 2015

When: Deal announced in April 2013,
company moved in November 2013

Where: Near Teravista Parkway and I-35

Where: 130 Commerce Center near
SH 130 and Pecan Street

How: The city offered $4 million in tax
rebates and agreed to $500,000 in
infrastructure upgrades near the site
Other RREDP deals
Emerson Process Management, IKEA,
Round Rock Premium Outlets

that’s a big red flag … that they may not be
there for the long term,” White said.
Pflugerville
In Pflugerville, meanwhile, the approach
to economic development is far more
aggressive. Akers said Pflugerville wants to
expand its relatively small commercial tax
base, and it is less selective than its neighbors when it comes to picking companies.
“We’re not pigeonholed into certain
industries or certain salaries,” Akers said.
“We’re equally enthusiastic about bringing
[all] opportunities to our community.”
Unlike Round Rock, which uses part of
its special use sales tax for road projects,
Pflugerville uses its entire tax for economic
development. The PCDC had a budget of
$3.2 million last fiscal year, and Akers said
he is not shy about using that money for
cash incentives.
“When you’re looking at these companies, cash is king,” Akers said.
The PCDC has been aggressively filling
the business park at 130 Commerce Center, located at SH 130 and Pecan Street.
SH 130 gives Pflugerville a chance to

How: PCDC agreed to reduce
TrackingPoint’s rent by $5,000 for every
employee making $100,000 or more
Other PCDC deals
Hawaiian Falls Water and Adventure Park
(financial partnership with the city of
Pflugerville), FedEx

develop a commercial corridor with office
space and easy traffic flow. But to fill up
the area as hoped, Pflugerville will have
“strike while the iron is hot,” Akers said.
The PCDC will be less aggressive after the
local economic boom subsides, Akers said.
Hutto
Given Hutto’s smaller size and relatively
recent development compared to its neighbors, the city is still plotting its course.
Grisham said Hutto has had to be conservative because of its budget.
“We don’t throw dollars at companies.
We incentivize target companies and look
at a host of factors,” he said.
But what Hutto lacks in raw economic
power it makes up for in unique features.
The city has several long-term water supply agreements, giving it enough water to
accommodate a factory that a droughtstricken city would have to turn away,
Grisham said. Hutto has also struck an
agreement with Union Pacific Railroad
Company to expand the local railroad network if a new company needed it.

DEAL SPOTLIGHT
Who: East Williamson County
Higher Education Center-Hutto
What: A classroom and teaching
facility used by several higher education
institutions that companies can also use
for professional training
When: Deal announced in 2010, classes
began last fall
Where: 1600 Innovation Blvd.
How: The Hutto EDC, Hutto ISD and
the city of Hutto each pledged a yearly
payment of $125,000 for 25 years
Other HEDC deals
Texas Fixtures

Friendly competition
Most Austin-area EDCs see economic
development as a regional venture, said
Dave Porter, senior vice president of the
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce.
White called regionalism a “best practice.”
“We’ll always go for Round Rock first.
[But if a business] can’t land in Round
Rock, then we want it in Williamson
County or the region,” White said. “Not
every employee is going to live in that community. They could live in Round Rock.”
But that regionalist mentality is not universally shared. While he stressed that the
PCDC does not try to poach companies
from nearby cities, Akers said he does not
mind taking a more aggressive stance.
“The problem with best practices is that
if everybody else is doing it, it doesn’t really
seem to be the best practice anymore,”
Akers said. “[This] is absolutely a competition between communities, and it’s a competition Pflugerville intends to win.”
Tell us what
you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Source: Texas comptroller’s office and local EDCs

Round Rock

Courtesy Bass Pro Shops

Incentivizing growth
Texas EDCs’ often large and flexible
budgets can come in especially handy for
incentives, which are concessions given
to a company. They often include direct
payments to the company, utility connection fee waivers, accelerated permitting,
rent assistance or long-term property
tax abatements.
Ben White, vice president of economic
development at the Round Rock Economic Development Partnership, said the
incentives are granted only when an EDC
determines that the long-term economic
benefit of getting a company will outweigh
the initial investment. Round Rock tends
to prefer nonmonetary incentives, White
said. The city also prefers deals with short
payback periods—the time it takes the city
to earn back the value of the incentives.
EDCs also tie incentives to the performance of the company, meaning a firm
must meet its agreed-to economic impact
targets to keep receiving the promised
incentive. If a company does not perform,
the city can take back its incentives. These
“claw-back provisions” are required by
the state, said PCDC executive director
Floyd Akers.
Not all economic development is equal
for all cities, however, and EDC leaders
have different priorities.
“Every community has its own goals,”
Akers said. “Cedar Park built a hockey
arena. Buda used their money to bring in
Cabela’s. Everybody’s got their own vision.”

EDC
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Lone Star
Continued from | 1

Interim CEO Rhonda Mundhenk said
LSCC invested in projects outside of the
scope of its core mission, and expenses came
due before those projects started generating
revenue.
Mundhenk said she hopes no further
layoffs will take place, and affected patients
have been referred to other LSCC clinics.
Role in local health care
LSCC is Williamson County’s largest
medical home system for the uninsured,
underinsured and Medicaid patients, said
Marcus Cooper, marketing and communications director for Williamson County &
Cities Health District.
LSCC is also a major health care provider
for Williamson County’s Indigent Health
Care Program and works with school districts, hospitals and health care systems
throughout the county, he said.
The nonprofit is a Federally Qualified
Health Center, which means it can receive
additional reimbursements from Medicare
and Medicaid as well as grant funding.
LSCC plays a similar role in delivering
health care in Travis County.
In the past 12 months, LSCC served about
24,000 patients in Travis County—roughly
28 percent of the total number of patients
LSCC saw throughout its clinic system during that timeframe, Central Health Communications Director Sarah Malm said.
Throughout its entire system, LSCC
had 339,319 patient visits and saw 84,211
patients in 2012, according to its 2012
annual report.
Georgetown roots
LSCC grew out of the Georgetown Community Clinic, a volunteer-driven, paywhat-you-can health center formed in 2002.
“There were a group of people in Georgetown … who were getting inadequate medical care,” founding doctor Doug Benold
said. “They couldn’t afford to go to the doctor, and a lot of the local doctors did not take
Medicaid patients in their practices.”
Former Georgetown ISD Principal Jo
Ann Ford formed a board of concerned citizens to address the issue, Benold said.
In the early years, founding doctors Benold and James Shepherd worked part-time.
Nurses volunteered, and Perialas received
no pay as a board member or when he
became CEO.
“We started seeing a thousand
[patients] a month,” said board of trustees Chairman Jack Hunnicutt in a
2012 video commemorating the clinic’s
10-year anniversary. “We realized it was a
far bigger task than we imagined. We started
looking for more sustainable funding.”
In 2004 the clinic was named a Federally
Qualified Health Center and became part of
the nationwide safety net of health care providers for vulnerable populations.
In October 2005 the clinic changed its
name to Lone Star Circle of Care.
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Expansion
The following years were heady ones for
LSCC as it grew from a small clinic operating in Williamson County to a major player
in health care delivery in Central Texas.
LSCC expanded to Round Rock in 2006,
including LSCC OB/GYN at St. David’s
Round Rock Medical Center.
The nonprofit also added integrated
behavioral health that year and psychiatry
services in 2007, according to the nonprofit.
Round Rock Health Clinic became part
of LSCC in 2007. It offers pediatric primary
care including routine well-child checks as
well as child and adolescent psychiatry and
psychotherapy services, according to LSCC.
In 2008 LSCC moved to electronic recordkeeping throughout its network.
LSCC then expanded into Travis and Bell
counties in 2009. It built clinical hubs and
developed patient navigation services.
It opened clinics at Texas A&M Health
Science Center in 2009. The clinics provide
adult and pediatric primary care, women’s
wellness and behavioral health services.
In 2010 LSCC received a Joint Commission
Accreditation and was named a Patient-Centered Medical Home, a designation awarded
to less than 1 percent of primary care practices. Being named a PCMH signifies that
LSCC offers coordinated care that can lower
costs and improve patient outcomes.
LSCC also expanded pediatric services
and introduced senior care in 2010.
LSCC continued to add clinics to its system. Mundhenk said construction is underway on a clinic in Bastrop, which should
open in spring 2015.
Funding
Nonprofits can have many sources of
income, including contributions and
grants, said LeAnn Powers, chief professional officer of United Way of Williamson
County.
United Way recommends nonprofits
diversify their income sources to ensure
that services continue if one source
dries up.
“For FQHCs, because you are providing care to a large number of uninsured
patients in [patient] markets where normal
health care providers won’t go, there’s never
a break-even assumption,” Mundhenk said.
“You are always looking for additional
operating revenue outside of your patient
revenue to support your core operations.
You have to have nonoperating revenue in
addition to your patient revenue to make
the bottom line.”
Financial crisis and layoffs
Medicaid reimbursements made up
the largest percentage of LSCC’s revenue,
according to the most recent available
financial data.
Roughly a year and a half ago, LSCC
began investing in health care delivery systems outside of the clinical reimbursement
system that were intended to bring in more
money (see sidebar).
Relationships with other entities were
pursued, and it was assumed the systems

Q&A WITH

Rhonda
Mundhenk
Interim CEO,
Lone Star Circle of Care
How did we get here?
I think for about a year and a half,
Lone Star [Circle of Care] had made a
series of investments in population health
strategies—those involved information
technology, clinical expansion and navigation services.
They were all built and designed
toward new types of health care arrangements and payment reform.
Unfortunately none of the things that
those were intended to do came to fruition in a timely manner.
Can you tell me about the change in
the reimbursements?
... [Being a Federally Qualified Health
Center] already has a set reimbursement
path. There’s really no room to do any
experimenting within that design.
So, if you are interested in developing
a new payment reform model, you almost
need to develop a parallel system if you
are a FQHC.
This was the attempt to develop the
parallel system which could then do
things like contract for risk ... or pay-forperformance.
Once the numbers didn’t add up, there
had to be some difficult decisions to
get back to balance. How do you make
those choices?
You have to assess the overall financial
state of the organization from a shortterm standpoint and in the long term.
would come online soon, Mundhenk said.
“[The relationships] were supposed to be
imminent, but [they were] not imminent
enough,” she said.
Capital and related expenses added up,
and there were no payments to support all
of the “ambitious” plans, Mundhenk said.
Then LSCC had to start cutting.
The first things to go were the new
expansions and projects that fell outside of
LSCC’s original scope.
On May 1 and 2 LSCC laid off 65 employees, mostly in its administrative and technology departments. During the month,
LSCC gutted its electronic medical records
division, Centex Systems Support Services.
CSSS began May with 56 employees and
ended the month with 13.
The second round of cuts focused on

We had to [look at] the required
services that the Bureau of Primary
Health Care and [the Health Resources
and Services Administration], the federal
organizations that govern federally qualified health centers… [to] stay in compliance with those.
Then we simply started going through
and looking at [what] we needed to do to
reduce our size.
Are you going to merge with another
organization?
We have no plans to do that at this
time.
How do you respond to [rumors of
financial mismanagement or misuse of
funds]?
I have seen nothing in my tenure of
working at LSCC that would suggest that.
What does this mean for health care in
Williamson County?
The survival of Lone Star Circle of Care
as a system is essential for uninsured
and underinsured people in Williamson
County. There is not another large ambulatory care provider that provides care on
a sliding scale basis to these individuals.
This is where they have come to rely upon
receiving high quality care. This is their
health care home.
Read the full interview with Rhonda
Mundhenk at www.impactnews.com.
the pieces of its network that were not
part of the FQHC services, according
to Mundhenk.
LSCC closed former Carousel Pediatrics
clinics in Southwest and Central Austin. A
third clinic at Capital Plaza in Central Austin closed at the end of June.
For the third round of cuts, LSCC looked
at what services the nonprofit could do
without until it could get back on its feet.
It laid off another 92 employees—46 of
whom worked directly with patients. It
consolidated its Round Rock clinical hub,
significantly reduced its dental services and
stopped offering optometry services.
“Lone Star Circle of Care’s patients are
and will continue to be our highest priority,” Mundhenk wrote in a May 31 news
statement after the third round of cuts.
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“Lone Star Circle of Care is committed to
the pursuit of community-wide access to a
behaviorally enhanced, patient-centered health
care home that provides accountable care
for all patients, focusing on the underserved.”

#

–LSCC Mission Statement

(Round Rock)
TOP PATIENT 78664
78626 (Georgetown)
(Pflugerville)
ZIP CODES 78660
76574 (Taylor)
IN 2012 78634 (Hutto)

26

345,000

clinics throughout
Travis, Williamson
& Bell Counties

PEDIATRICS &
FAMILY MEDICINE
saw most visits in 2012

annual patient visits
prior to cuts

84,211

F
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E
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NU CATI
LO

BELL
COUNTY
3

WILLIAMSON
COUNTY
17

TRAVIS COUNTY
6

patients seen in 2012

Operating Revenue
$62,977,412
28.7%
Other
Sources

48.7%
Medicaid

AREAS OF CARE

(BEFORE MAY 2014 REDUCTIONS)

vs.

Operating Expenses
$79,134,068

Net Operating
Income

23.4%
Other
Expenses

9.5%
CHiP
13.1%
Private
Insurance

+

55%
Salaries

14.1%
Payroll

- $16.16 million

7.5%
Facilities

Nonoperating Revenue
Includes grants and contributions

$17.7 million

Net income:

Sources: Lone Star Circle of Care, St. David’s Foundation

Behavioral Health
Dentistry
Family medicine
Family planning

LSCC BUDGET FY 2014

$1.5 million

Source: St. David’s Foundation

LSCC Marketplace
Connection (related to
the Affordable Care
Act)

MAJOR FUNDING SOURCES (OPERATING & NONOPERATING)

OB/GYN
Pediatrics
Pharmacy
Senior Care

$53.48

Source: Lone Star Circle of Care

WHAT IS A FEDERALLY QUALIFED HEALTH CENTER?
Federally Qualified Health Centers are organizations that receive grants under Section 330
of the Public Health Service Act. FQHCs qualify for enhanced reimbursement for Medicare
and Medicaid, as well as other benefits. FQHCs must serve an underserved area or population, offer a sliding fee scale, provide comprehensive medical services, have an ongoing quality
assurance program and have a governing board of directors.

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

LSCC LOCATIONS
AUSTIN
Ben White Health Clinic
LSCC Behavioral Health at Ben White Health Clinic
LSCC Women’s Services at Seton Northwest
LSCC Pediatrics at Seton Northwest
LSCC Family Medicine at Seton Northwest
LSCC Behavioral Health at Seton Northwest

“While extremely difficult, these reductions
were necessary to protect and preserve the
majority of services for our patients.”
LSCC had roughly 345,000 annual
patient visits prior to the cuts. Mundhenk
predicted it will log about 300,000 after
the cuts.
Help from partner organizations
Throughout May, LSCC met with its
partner organizations such as Seton
Healthcare Family, St. David’s Foundation
and Central Health to discuss financial
strategies, said Greg Hartman, Seton president of academic medicine, research and
external affairs.
LSCC announced June 5 that St.
David’s Foundation, a longtime financial backer and grant provider, had given

CEDAR PARK
Dell Children’s - Circle of Care Pediatrics at Whitestone
GEORGETOWN
Behavioral Health At Lake Aire Medical Center
Dell Children’s - Circle of Care Pediatrics at Lake Aire
Medical Center
Family Medicine at Lake Aire Medical Center
Georgetown Women’s Center
LSCC Dental Center
Senior Health at Lake Aire Medical Center

the organization $1 million to stabilize its
operations. Additional grants are being
considered. St. David’s has asked LSCC
to provide a sustainability plan in the
coming weeks.
St. David’s CEO Earl Maxwell said the
two organizations share the goal of returning LSCC to a sustainable clinical model.
“It’s all about the low-income people in
the region, especially those in Williamson
County,” he said. “Apart from Lone Star,
there isn’t a [significant] safety net for
them. Lone Star is the safety net, and we
want to preserve that.”
St. David’s has given LSCC $23.5 million
since 2006, Maxwell said, adding that the
foundation’s annual contributions to LSCC
are about $5 million–$5.5 million.
On June 12 Georgetown Health

$4.90 MILLION

ST. DAVID’S FOUNDATION

MILLION

$3.30 MILLION

PATIENT REVENUE

$7.72

MILLION

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

SETON
FAMILY OF
HOSPITALS

HARKER HEIGHTS
Family and Children’s Clinic at Harker Heights
LSCC Behavioral Health at Harker Heights
HUTTO
Dell Children’s - Circle of Care Pediatrics at Hutto
KILLEEN
Family and Children’s Clinic at Clear Creek
ROUND ROCK
Dell Children’s - Circle of Care Pediatrics at Round Rock
Health Clinic

Foundation announced it added $1.1 million on top of the $524,000 in annual contributions it gives LSCC.
“We believe in the mission of Lone Star
Circle of Care and their ability to reach
financial stability, or we would not commit to such funding,” Georgetown Health
Foundation board chairman Doak Fling
said. “They are working hard and are being
as transparent as possible, given a greatly
reduced staff, in their efforts to reach
that goal.”
Seton has also awarded grants to LSCC
in the past. Hartman said that lately, Seton
has focused on helping LSCC with technical support and has provided other
assistance—such as paying LSCC to maintain some school-engaged health home services in Austin ISD in the short term—to

$664,361

GEORGETOWN
HEALTH FOUNDATION

Source: St. David’s Foundation

LSCC Behavioral Health at Round Rock Health Clinic
Dell Children’s - Circle of Care Adolescent Health at
Texas A&M Health and Science Center (TAMHSC)
Dell Children’s - Circle of Care Pediatrics at TAMHSC
Seton - Circle of Care Behavioral Health at TAMHSC
Seton - Circle of Care Senior Health at TAMHSC
Seton - Circle of Care Women’s Services at TAMHSC
Seton - Circle of Care Family Medicine at TAMHSC
TAYLOR
Lone Star Circle of Care Health Center at Taylor

minimize the effects on patients.
Looking ahead
Mundhenk said LSCC has already done
the majority of the work it will need to do
to survive its financial crisis.
The nonprofit will know if its efforts have
been successful if the result is more cash
flow and a more sustainable clinical model,
she said.
“We still have excellent staff. We still
have excellent services. We look forward
to continuing to be your health care home
because we know that many of you rely on
us. We intend to be there,” Mundhenk said.

For more information visit impactnews.com
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REAL ESTATE
Market Data compiled by Janet Janicek
Nason & Co. Real Estate Team
512-637-8474
janet@nasoncompany.com

Market Data
On the market (May 1–31)

Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale
Price Range

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Average days on the market

Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Number of homes sold

Hutto

Month

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Median price
Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Hutto
$185,047

Less than $100,000

4

0

1

19

0

6

May 2014

320

155

66

$271,888

$200,393

$100,000–$149,999

62

39

49

15

18

26

May 2013

341

168

53

$251,920

$179,465

$153,242

$150,000–$199,999

145

152

105

15

19

31

April 2014

260

156

73

$266,341

$199,378

$185,094

$200,000–$299,999

313

233

41

39

39

50

March 2014

271

116

45

$257,075

$185,203

$161,259

$300,000–$399,999

223

46

14

44

67

59

February 2014

158

87

49

$203,500

$189,000

$156,000

$400,000–$499,999

103

1

4

59

179

62

January 2014

147

80

26

$209,000

$174,575

$147,250

$500,000–$749,999

51

2

4

56

58

290

December 2013

238

147

42

$232,347

$181,500

$153,458

$750,000–$999,999

4

0

3

30

0

123

November 2013

181

103

35

$234,600

$162,125

$145,000

$1 million +

3

0

2

61

0

553

October 2013

238

125

65

$228,875

$183,000

$154,202

Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78634

Carol Meadows Sec 01

1106 Horizon Cove

4br/2ba

$246,000

2,843

Gabi Spreitzhofer

Realty Austin

512-496-9354

78634

Country Estates

124 Steven St.

4br/2ba

$160,000

2,146

Michelle Busby

Keller Williams Realty

512-699-3425

78634

Creek Bend

118 Floating Leaf

7br/3ba

$259,900

4,078

Gregory Hodge

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-381-6827

78634

Hutto Square

119 Anderson St.

3br/2ba

$150,000

1,612

John Porter

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-563-8176

78660

Bohls Place Sec 08

1506 Dahlia Court

4br/2ba

$188,900

2,101

Jaymes Willoughby

Keller Williams Realty

512-347-9599

78660

Cambridge Estates

701 Botany Bay Circle

3br/2ba

$205,000

2,393

Kelly Thate

Realty Austin

512-750-5777

78660

Club at Wells Point

707 Broken Feather Trail

4br/2ba

$210,000

2,404

Jerry Castillo

RE/MAX Capital City II

512-751-0386

78660

Estates of Blackhawk

21016 Penny Royal Drive

5br/2ba

$255,000

3,153

Aida Perez

Keller Williams Realty–GT

512-934-3207

78660

Falcon Pointe

2213 Heritage Well Lane

4br/2ba

$250,000

2,643

Coco Vargas

Keller Williams Realty

512-801-9788

78660

Falcon Pointe

19300 Anna Kate Court

4br/2ba

$300,000

3,288

Richard Daugherty

RE/MAX 1

512-948-1166

78660

Falcon Pointe

19312 Gale Meadow Drive

4br/2ba

$229,995

2,150

Maureen Parker

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-751-3718

78660

Falcon Pointe

18632 Wind Valley Way

3br/2ba

$200,000

1,799

Michele Blood

Capital City Sotheby’s Itl. Rlty.

512-924-5511

78660

Spring Trails

913 Lonesome Lilly Way

3br/2ba

$245,000

2,137

Stephen Scott

Best Agents in Texas

512-814-8494

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4504 Randig Lane

4br/2ba

$200,000

1,802

James Breedlove

HomeCity Inc.

512-534-6182

78664

Forest Creek Condo

3300 Forest Creek Drive, Unit 20

2br/2ba

$159,950

1,436

Steven Fohl

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-287-1847

78664

Garden Villas at Curry Loop

2403-A Curry Loop

2br/2ba

$125,000

1,992

Laurie Kriegel

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-630-3648

78664

Greenhill

505 Ameswood Place

3br/2ba

$130,000

1,328

Urvi Desai

Keller Williams Realty

860-965-2952

78664

Greenlawn Place

2207 Sedgewick Lane

3br/2ba

$200,000

2,309

Lisa Foerster

Keller Williams Realty

512-870-7332

78664

High Country

2605 Eastwood Lane

3br/2ba

$179,900

1,947

Cynthia Maguire

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-657-4400

78664

Morningside Meadows

201 Silver Lace Lane

5br/3ba

$329,500

5,520

Theresa Boisseau

Keller Williams Realty

512-796-1368

78665

Lake Forest Village

2801 Cool River Loop

5br/3ba

$385,000

4,076

Lili Maliner

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-657-1957

78665

Legends Village

2539 Saint James Place

3br/2ba

$200,000

1,763

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-994-0247

78665

Paloma Lake

2705 Belicia Lane

3br/3ba

$317,503

2,828

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78665

Paloma Lake

2710 San Milan Pass

4br/3ba

$330,002

2,185

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78665

Paloma Lake

2722 Belicia Lane

4br/3ba

$354,762

3,282

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78665

Round Rock Ranch

1712 Apache Trail

3br/2ba

$215,900

2,383

Hayat Shaban

Keller Williams Realty

512-541-5634

78665

Settlers Crossing

3156 Clinton Place

4br/2ba

$207,000

2,363

Mary Rodriguez

Keller Williams–Lake Travis

512-300-6019

78665

Sonoma

2713 Vinwood Cove

3br/2ba

$290,000

2,992

Nora Wall

Realty Austin

512-789-3421

78665

Teravista

4006 Brook View Court

4br/3ba

$325,000

3,090

Kim Stanley

RE/MAX 1

512-337-0261

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

19300 Anna Kate Court

2801 Cool River Loop
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FIND OUT HOW!
(844) MY-AGENT | REALTYFORCE.COM/ROUNDROCK
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Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78665

Teravista

4307 Ridgebend Drive

6br/4ba

$349,900

3,794

Andrea McShane

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

832-563-0448

78665

Teravista

1960 Kempwood Loop

3br/2ba

$265,000

1,852

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-994-0247

78681

Chisholm Valley

613 Buckskin Drive

4br/2ba

$139,900

1,562

Martha Kohlmorgan

Keller Williams Realty–GT

512-656-7829

78681

Chisholm Valley

1604 Roundup Trail

3br/2ba

$169,900

1,665

Remina Reyes

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-609-9897

78681

Chisholm Valley West

818 Cactus Drive

3br/2ba

$159,500

1,475

Edwin Lui

Mars Hill Realty Group

512-554-9594

78681

Highlands at Mayfield Ranch

3905 Cole Valley Lane

4br/3ba

$337,401

2,791

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78681

Highlands at Mayfield Ranch

3920 Cole Valley Lane

5br/3ba

$365,120

3,231

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78681

Highlands at Mayfield Ranch

3818 Skyview Way

3br/3ba

$347,801

3,282

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78681

Highlands at Mayfield Ranch

3805 Skyview Way

4br/3ba

$356,142

3,282

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78681

Mayfield Ranch

4000 Madison Court

4br/2ba

$299,900

2,477

Betsy Gallagher

RE/MAX 1

512-431-8265

78681

Oaklands

2313 Woodway Drive

7br/4ba

$825,000

6,426

Maggie Falvey

Realty Austin

512-431-7404

78681

Preserve at Stone Oak

3446 Flowstone Lane

3br/2ba

$199,000

1,788

Suzie Gole

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-4223

78681

Sendero Springs

4001 Colina Cove

4br/3ba

$417,000

3,297

Fred Meyers

Realty Austin

512-517-2300

78681

Sendero Springs

4427 Angelico Lane

4br/2ba

$375,000

3,413

Richa Lawania

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-632-6817

78681

Spanish Oak Terrace

2009 Spanish Oak Trail

4br/2ba

$465,000

2,359

Patricia Estes

Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

512-217-9930

78681

Vista Oaks

3568 Ashmere Loop

4br/2ba

$299,000

3,282

Dustin Miksch

Keller Williams Realty

512-632-5805

78681

The Woods

1900 Chestnut Circle

4br/3ba

$278,900

2,847

Jane Adsley Chopp

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-422-6868

78717

Avery Ranch East

16913 Ennis Trail

3br/2ba

$342,900

2,501

Salim Chowdhury

RE/MAX 1

512-917-6268

78717

Avery Ranch Far West

11209 Dodge Cattle Drive

3br/2ba

$270,000

2,080

Moe Paknia

Keller Williams Realty

512-468-8788

78717

Avery Ranch West

14100 Avery Ranch Blvd. Unit, 1403

3br/2ba

$225,000

1,747

Mark Griffiths

Best Agents in Texas

512-299-7207

78717

Avery Ranch West

14100 Avery Ranch Blvd. Unit, 1402 3br/3ba

$230,000

1,942

J. Rene Ward

Best Agents in Texas

512-694-2558

78717

Avery Ranch West

10936 Quarry Oaks Trail

4br/2ba

$297,900

2,244

Kevin McCord

Realty Austin

512-784-9644

78717

Avery Ranch West

11009 Quarry Oaks Trail

5br/3ba

$349,900

3,273

Jay Warren

Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

512-864-5657

78717

Avery South

15009 Fernhill Drive

4br/2ba

$319,000

2,574

David Durham

Realty Austin

512-695-7910

78717

Highland Horizon

149 Archipelago Trail

4br/3ba

$497,000

3,078

Barbara Taylor

e–Executive Realty

512-422-2859

78717

Woods Brushy Creek

15819 Garrison Circle

4br/2ba

$244,900

2,499

Cindy Crawford

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-522-5002

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

4001 Colina Cove

11009 Quarry Oaks Trail

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 05/19/2014 and 05/24/2014 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Limit 1 per customer. Dine in only.
Expires 8/7/14. Offer Valid: 3pm-9pm
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