Online-exclusive news
impactnews.com
Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com
Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/rph-facebook
Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_rph

INSIDE

THIS issue
NEWS
6 Impacts

Round rock | pflugerville | Hutto edition

Now Open, Coming Soon & more

Volume 9, Issue 9 | May 1–June 4, 2014

Little-league sports equal big-league business
Youth sports bring
Round Rock millions
of dollars in revenue

9 Education
TAKS tests phased out
Austin chamber education reports

12 technology
Pflugerville introduces zoning app

By JP Eichmiller

13 transportation
Round Rock resolves railroad suit

15 Environment
Local governments commit
to reducing ozone pollution

17 city & County
18 Vote 2014
Local election guide

FEATURES
21 Inside information
Pflugerville by the numbers

JP Eichmiller

Nancy Yawn said she drew a
lot of skepticism from colleagues
and friends when she left a prospering position as Round Rock’s
economic development director
in 2004 to spearhead the city’s
fledgling Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Round Rock at that time was
in the midst of a tremendous
growth period that would see
hundreds of new jobs added
through major hospital, higher
education and retail developments. Yawn and the city’s leadership, however, foresaw another
untapped opportunity to promote economic development:
attracting tourists to Round
Rock for youth sporting events.
Each year, thousands of parents in Texas send off or follow

22 calendar
The city of Round Rock hosts thousands of visitors annually through tournaments held at Old Settlers Park.

25 business

their children to sports tournaments throughout the state.
Beginning with the creation of
the CVB, the city of Round Rock

27 Dining

began actively courting the tourism revenue that comes with
drawing athletes and their families to the city.

Project Connect offers final plan
Cities look at funding, phasing options as next steps
By Amy Denney

By 2035 demographers estimate about 55
percent of the Central Texas region’s jobs are
expected to be located within the Project Connect North Corridor stretching from downtown Austin to cities in Williamson County.
This growth is one reason area transportation and elected officials have been working
the last several years to create a regional transportation plan. Hutto Mayor Debbie Holland
said the city is doing what it can to contribute
solutions and reduce regional trips.
“Part of our responsibility for [reducing
trips is] to provide more jobs out in our area,”
she said.
Achieving better regional mobility is part
of the overarching Project Connect vision
that will connect four counties and 13 cities, including Hutto, Pflugerville and Round
Rock. In that vision are five corridors emanating from downtown Austin, and each
See Project Connect | 51

The cost of Project
Connect’s North Corridor
The planning team has compiled estimated costs of
implementing and operating proposed transit services in
the North Corridor. Numbers could fluctuate depending on
changes a jurisdiction could make to a proposed route.
Route Description
Hutto to Central Austin
via MoKan right of way

capital
Annual
cost
operating cost
$82m

$1.9m

$38.1m

$12.1m

Pflugerville to
Howard Lane Center

$20m

$5.1m

Georgetown to Central Austin

$4m

$1.9m

Webberville to Central Austin

$2.4m

$2.6m

University Blvd. Center
to Cedar Park and MetroRail

$1.5m

$2.3m

Manor to Highland Mall

$1.5m

$2.1m

Hutto to Round Rock

$1.2m

$1.5m

Manor to Tech Ridge and
Howard Lane centers

$1.2m

$1.8m

$151.9m

$31.3m

North Austin to Round Rock
and Georgetown

total

Source: Project Connect planning team

TrackingPoint

“It is the purest form of economic development because
visitors come to your city, they
See Sports | 46

Enrollment decrease
not deterring ACC
long-term planners
Faculty, administration debate
college’s best use of resources
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Short-term enrollment declines overshadow an otherwise high-growth decade
for Austin Community College. Now college officials want to plan for the next two
decades of anticipated growth.
ACC’s student body has increased by
38 percent in the past 10 years, said Neil
Vickers, vice president of budget and finance.
The college particularly benefited from a
national trend of students who returned to
school or enrolled during the recent recession, he said.
“That wasn’t a sustainable growth rate,”
Vickers said.

44 regional report

See ACC | 49
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healthcare

directory 2014–15
Look for our annual Healthcare
Directory next month.
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Watch the Wells Fargo
Works Project video series.
•
Enter the contest where
you could win a similar
experience, including
$25,000 for your business.**
•
Enter at
wellsfargoworks.com

“It works for helping shape up my expansion plans.”
—Zoey Van Jones, Owner of Zoey Van Jones Brow Studio

Every day, small business owners across the country work hard to make their entrepreneurial
visions a reality. For Zoey Van Jones of Zoey Van Jones Brow Studio,* that meant making sure
her expansion plans worked as hard as she did. Helping business owners like Zoey is why we
created Wells Fargo Works. It’s our commitment to small businesses everywhere. By delivering
a wide range of products, resources, and guidance, we help businesses take the next step
toward their goals. Welcome to Wells Fargo Works. Let’s make it work for you.

wellsfargoworks.com

*Wells Fargo awarded Zoey Van Jones $25,000 to help with her expansion plans.
**THIS IS A JUDGED CONTEST. NO ENTRY FEE OR PURCHASE REQUIRED. Wells Fargo Works Project Contest runs from 12:01 a.m. Pacific Time (“PT”) on 5/1/2014 to 11:59 p.m. PT on 6/30/14 (“Contest Period”) at WellsFargoWorks.com/project (“Website”). Open to legal U.S. Residents, 18 years or older, who are
independent owners/operators of a small business that has been in continuous operation for no less than six months from date of entry, has no more than $20 million aggregate in gross revenues and no more than 100 full, part-time, or volunteer employees. Non-profit organizations are eligible. Owners of
a franchised business are not eligible. To Enter: submit up to a 2 1/2 minute video, or 600 word essay with photo, that responds to the contest questions. Prizes: (25) $1,000 Finalists and (5) $25,000 Grand Prize winners selected from Finalists to be awarded. Contest subject to full Official Rules. See rules on
Website for full details including complete eligibility, contest questions, judging criteria, and prize redemption requirements. Void where prohibited.
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1188349_11831)
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Juneteenth Rhythm & Ribs Celebration
Old Settlers Park Lakeview Pavilion, FREE Event
Friday, June 20, 7:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 21, 2:00 p.m. to midnight
Live music, food, rides, BBQ Cook-off and more!

'RZQWRZQ

Music on Main Street, a free music series

ARTS, PARKS, PLAZA,
LIBRARY & DOWNTOWN

$UWV

Art Show featuring art works of
Main Street Plaza Stage, 221 East Main Street,
Nana Kumi (Painter), Marinda
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursdays from March–May 2014. Stewart (Fabric Artist), and Wes
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and the entire family. Odell (Photographer)
Now through June 15
Visit the variety of dining options on Main Street
July 4th Sertoma Parade and Frontier Days
J.B. & Hallie Jester Williamson County
or
pack
a
picnic
basket
to
enjoy
the
evening
of
fun
Festival
Annex
and music!
Friday, July 4
1801 Old Settler Road, Round Rock,
Parade – 10 a.m., Main Street in Downtown
May
Texas
Round Rock
Thursday, May 1 – Lost and Nameless Orchestra
roundrockarts.org
Frontier Days Festival – noon to 11:30 p.m., Old
Settlers Park
Enjoy fireworks, rides, food, entertainment,
Movies in the park, skydivers and more!

Night Rider Family Bike Ride
Saturday, July 27, 7 p.m. to Midnight
Centennial Plaza
Glow-in-the-Dark bike gear and flashing lights
are encouraged.
Register at RoundRockRecreation.com

/LEUDU\

(Americana)
Thursday, May 8 – Milk Drive (Bluegrass)
Thursday, May 15 – The Cruisers (U.S. Navy Band Tour)
Thursday, May 22 – Warren Hood Trio (Roots)
Thursday, May 29 – Marshall Ford Swing Band
(Texas Swing)

Dia de los Madres (Mother’s Day Event)
May 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Main Street Plaza, 221 East Main St.

All events held at 216 East Main Street

Tween Iron Chef Competition at the Library
(ages 8-12)
Limited to 20! Must pre-register by emailing
amygerman@roundrocktexas.gov
May 7, 2-3:30 p.m.
Tween Book 2 Movie Club
Book talk, movie, and refreshments celebrating
“The Invention of Hugo Cabret”
May 13, 4:30-7 p.m.

Explore a Fire Truck at the Library
Meet real firefighters and see their truck in the
library parking lot
May 15, 9:45-10:30 a.m.
Firefighters at Children’s Storytimes
May 12, 6:30 p.m.
May 14, 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
May 15, 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
May 16, 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Abstracts
Now through May 31st
ArtSpace, 213 E Main Street, Round
Rock
roundrockarts.org
Round Rock Ballet Folklorico Cinco de Mayo Performances
May 1 - 16, 2014
May 3: Round Rock Outlet Mall,
2:00 p.m.
May 4: Round Rock Express,
11:30 a.m.
And other Various locations
512-659-5667

Sam Bass Community Theatre
Refried Flimflammery
May 16 through May 24
Thursday, Fridays & Saturdays, 8 p.m.
Sunday Matinees, 2 p.m.
Sam Bass Community Theatre, 600 N
Lee St, Round Rock
sambasstheatre.org
Williamson County Symphony
Orchestra
Free Concert Outdoor Concert:
Movie Magic – The Music of
John Williams!
Friday, May 16, 7:30 p.m.
Milburn Park – 1901 Sun Chase Blvd,
Cedar Park
Friday, May 17th at 7:30 p.m.
Old Settlers Park 3300 E Palm Valley
Blvd, Round Rock, Texas
williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org
Round Rock Ballet Folklorico
Fiesta Amistad
Sunday, May 25, 2014, 5 p.m.
Old Settlers Park, Lakeview Pavilion in
Round Rock

ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG

512-671-2705

elamistadclub.org/fiestaamistad-2014
512-659-5667
Round Rock Symphony
Free Outdoor Concert with
fireworks
Saturday, May 31, 9 p.m.
San Gabriel Park, Georgetown, Texas
roundrocksymphony.org
Penfold Theatre - Romeo and
Juliet
June 5 - June 28, Free
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m.
Centennial Plaza - 301
W. Bagdad Ave, Round Rock, Texas
penfoldtheatre.org
Annual Fish Fry
Sunday, June 8, 5 p.m.
Live Music, Fried Catfish & Sides,
Cake Walk, Art Auction
Plus all Refreshments
Chisholm Trail Financial Group,
109 S Harris Street, Round Rock
roundrockarts.org

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV

512-218-5447

Subscribe to Round Rock News, the City of Round Rock’s e-newsletter, to get information about your city government right to your inbox. Sign up at roundrocktexas.gov/subscribe
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Round Rock is the
Sports Capital of Texas?
This was my initial
reaction to the motto
adopted by Round
Rock’s Convention and
Visitors Bureau. I’m
from Houston, which
is home to three major
professional sports teams
—the Texans, Astros
and Rockets—whereas
Round Rock has zero
professional teams at the top level of their sports.
However, what I’ve learned since moving to Central
Texas and becoming a parent is that professional sports
do not represent the only money to be made in athletics. As the mother of a 3-year-old son, my family is just
beginning what promises to be a very time-consuming
and expensive journey in sports. In one season, we have
already invested in cleats, shin guards and socks.

For many families, youth sports equals a significant
investment of time and money. For cities with sports
venues, such as the recently opened Round Rock
Sports Center discussed this month in JP Eichmiller’s
front-page story “Little-league sports equal big-league
business,” these amenities provide an excellent opportunity to bring athletes and their families to town.
Visitors equate to money spent at hotels, restaurants
and retailers.
Many cities understand the big business to be had in
little sports, which is why we are seeing more emphasis
on spaces that can host large tournaments. It is nice
that in Central Texas we don’t have to travel far to
take advantage of venues such as Old Settlers Park, the
Round Rock Sports Center, the Northeast Metropolitan
Park and the Hutto Gunners Complex. These amenities
are just part of what makes our area appealing to live in.
Amy Ellsworth
General manager

aellsworth@impactnews.com

senior Account coordinator

Design
Derek Sullivan
Jenny Tenbush
Ad Production Manager Tiffany Knudtson
Creative Director

Senior GRAPHIC Designer

Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

Claire Love
David Ludwick

Circulation & Operations Manager

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community
Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas.
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the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 16
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth
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subscriptions impactnews.com/subscriptions
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community feedback
Take the poll

last month’s Poll results

In this issue, one of our front-page stories, “Little-league sports
equals big-league business,” focuses on the city of Round
Rock’s investment in facilities designed to attract sports tourists to the city. In the past decade, the city has committed more
than $45 million toward building and upgrading its sports facilities. According to officials with the city and the Convention and
Visitors Bureau, the investment in facilities brings in millions
of dollars annually to local businesses. We would like to know
how you feel about the city’s commitment to building a sports
tourism industry.

In the April issue, we wrote that Hutto ISD is shifting its
fifth-grade students from middle schools back to elementary school campuses. We asked readers what they thought
about moving the grade level to new schools.

Do you believe the city of Round Rock’s
investment in sports facilities is a wise
use of taxpayer money?

Yes, fifth-graders shouldn’t be grouped with older students

75.93%
No, they should stop shifting the schools’ grades

11%

Yes, it improves the quality of life for residents

No, middle school offers more opportunities

Yes, it helps support local businesses
Maybe, if the facilities generate their own revenue
No, the city needs to lower its spending and costs
No, the city has more important concerns

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of
Community Impact Newspaper.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

2014 Volvo S60 T5
FWD Premier

$299 mo. 36 mos.

COMPLIMENTARY FACTORY MAINTENANCE
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88)) 5523-1363
233 13
1 63
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193
Stk# V4871. 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,499 +TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). Final payment / residual = $21,482.
MSRP $36,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance covers the first three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles. Complimentary Wear
Item Coverage includes all Volvo Genuine Parts such as wiper blades, brake pads and rotors. Benefits must be utilitzed within 3 years or 36,000 miles. Tires excluded. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 4-30-2014.

7.41%
Yes, it provides better educational opportunities

5.57%

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.
©2014 JG Media INC. All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any portion
of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Do you believe fifth-grade students are
better served being at the elementary
school level?

Maybe, if it helps even out enrollment

0%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 4/2/14–4/23/14

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

2014 Legacy 2.5i Premium
CVT All Weather Pkg
mo. 42 mo. Lease

$209

0.0% APR FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR 63 MOS

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819
Model EAD P02. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $209, final pymt / residual = $12,791. Based on
10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,082. Stk# Z9777. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. 1All regular scheduled maintenance must be completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details.
*Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes first.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals,
coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 3-31-2015 and reside within the promotional area. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other offer.
Dealer participation may affect final negotiated price. No down payment required. All pictures for illustration only. MPG figures are estimated highway, results vary. Offers expire 4/30/2014
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Round Rock
Now Open
ChimpMint, a home-based social media
marketing company founded by coowners Michael Tibebu and Maurice
Prosper, began operations Jan. 1. Tibebu
said the company develops and sells
social media marketing software for
small businesses. 512-696-4173.
www.chimpmint.com
1 Fire in the Hole, a specialty pizza
kitchen, opened April 24 at 103 E. Main
St. in downtown Round Rock. Owner
Jon Creasey said the restaurant offers
custom-ordered pizzas cooked in woodfired brick ovens as well as other small
dinner plates. Drink offerings include a
wide selection of craft beers and a full
bar. The business includes seating for
approximately 100 patrons as well as a
back patio. 512-382-7250.
www.fithonmain.com
2 An eco-friendly dry cleaning chain,
MW Cleaners, opened March 31 inside
seven Austin-area Men’s Wearhouse
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8 Owners Pam Hanlon and Tom
McCarthy plan to open a Salata franchise
location by late June at 200 University
Blvd., Ste. 420. Salata restaurants feature
to-order salads and wraps made from a
selection of more than 50 ingredients. The
Round Rock location will be the second
Salata restaurant in the Austin area.
Hours will be Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
www.salata.com

137

12

7 Owner Richard Ontiveros opened
Coco’s Lounge on March 12 at 105 S.
Mays St. Ontiveros said the business is a
Tejano/country–inspired bar that serves
wine and beer. Hours are
Sun.–Fri. 4 p.m.–midnight and
Sat. noon–1 a.m. 512-341-9337

Coming Soon
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food trailer Doghouse Eatz began
serving food April 5. Offerings include
hamburgers, hot dogs, sandwiches and
more. The food trailer also travels to
special events and venues. 512-630-5699.
www.doghousedrinkerydogpark.com

stores, including at 2711 La Frontera
Blvd., Ste. 100. The business offers instore service, delivery to a customer’s
home or workplace, and a “black tie”
same-day service. MW Cleaners also has
35 locations in Houston. 512-341-2120.
www.mwcleaners.com
3 Owner and chiropractor Dean Geske
opened Round Rock Chiropractic and
Rehabilitation on March 3 at 595 Round
Rock West Drive, Ste. 103. The business
offers massage and physical therapy
as well as traditional and adjustment
services. The staff includes one
chiropractor and two massage therapists.
The practice is open Mon.–Fri. Call for
appointments. 512-310-7177.
www.chiroroundrock.com
4 Primrose School of Round Rock
North co-owners Kevin and Reena Bhakta
opened the franchise location March 24
at 4271 Sunrise Road. The new facility
encompasses approximately 11,500
square feet in addition to age-specific
playgrounds and a splash pad, all located
on 1.7 acres of land. The preschool offers
child care for children ages 6 weeks to

6 years old as well as after-school care for
children up to 12 years old. The school
is accepting applications for enrollment.
512-310-8033.
www.primroseroundrock.com
5 A photography studio featuring three
independent businesses opened May 1 at
418 Chisholm Valley Drive. Pam Rowell
Photography, owned by Pam Rowell,
specializes in high school and college
senior portraits. Pillow Talk Pics, also
owned by Pam Rowell, specializes in
photography featuring vintage styles,
glamour and boudoir themes. Ashley
Simons Photography, owned by Ashley
Simons, specializes in maternity, newborn
children and family portraits. All of
the photography services are offered
on-site or at-location. Call ahead for
appointments. 915-309-7109 (Pam Rowell
Photography and Pillow Talk Pics), 469358-5570 (Ashley Simons Photography).
www.pamrowellphotography.com,
www.pillowtalkpics.com,
www.ashleysimonsphotography.com
6 Operating Thu.–Sun. at Doghouse
Drinkery and Dog Park, 3800 CR 175,

9 Commercial real estate firm Don
Quick & Associates announced the
development of a new 82,000-squarefoot Class A commercial office building
at 710 Hesters Crossing Road. The new
two-story building—which has been
named Summit II—will be owned by
California-based Mark IV Capital, which
also owns the adjacent Summit I office
space. Construction on the new building
is expected to begin this summer.
512-255-3000. www.donquick.com
10 Owners Clancy Rose and Robert
and Jenee Ovitt plan to open Wild
Gift Coffee at 401 Texas Ave., Ste. E,
by early June. Rose said the business is
a wholesale coffee-roasting company
that purchases raw coffee beans from
throughout the world, roasts them, and
then sells them to Austin-area coffee
shops and at farmers markets.
www.facebook.com/wildgiftcoffeeatx
11 Owners Mike Scheschuk and Corey
Wertenberger plan to open a second
Dazzle Coffee location in September at
2651 Gattis School Road. The original
Dazzle Coffee opened in Pflugerville at
100 N. Second Street in 2006. The new
facility will include two drive-thru lanes
and outdoor patio seating. Dazzle Coffee
features a variety of coffees, smoothies,
cold-blended coffee drinks and more.
512-670-1100. www.dazzle.com

Relocations
12 Radix Ministries moved to its first
permanent location March 16 at 2000
S. I-35, Ste. Q-5. Led by pastor Donald
Durio, Radix Ministries is a nondenominational, Christian-based church
with a focus on families. Sunday services
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In the News
Ray Litton, former Round Rock mayor
and councilman, died April 12. He
was 82. Litton was first elected the City
Council in 1970 and later served two
terms as mayor from 1973–78. According
to the city’s website, Litton was one of
Round Rock’s first home developers and
helped hire the city’s first professional
city manager, Jim Hislop.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Pflugerville
Now Open
14 Owner Laura Valdez opened New
Talent Salon on Jan. 15 at 15635 Vision
Drive, Ste. 107. The business has an
agreement with the Paul Mitchell School
of Cosmetology to hire the school’s
graduates. New Talent Salon offers men’s
and women’s hair services, including cuts,
styling, coloring, braids and extensions.
Other services include waxing, manicures
and pedicures. Hours are Tue.–Thu.
9 a.m.–8 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and
Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 512-251-4247

16 A representative of property
management firm NewQuest Properties
confirmed a 4,600-square-foot Panera
Bread restaurant location would open at
Stone Hill Town Center sometime in the
first quarter of 2015. The new building
will be located at 18701 Limestone
Commercial Drive, Ste. 100, between
the existing Chick-fil-A and soon-to-be
built IHOP restaurants. According to
the company’s website, Panera Bread
offers breakfast, lunch and dinner items
including freshly baked breads.
www.panerabread.com
17 Beauty supply retailer Ulta Beauty
will be opening a 10,000-square-foot
location at Stone Hill Town Center
before the end of 2014. The store will be
located at 19000 Limestone Commercial
Drive, Ste. 140, between Dick’s Sporting
Goods and The Children’s Place. Ulta
Beauty offers a variety of cosmetic,
fragrance, hair care, skin care, bath and
body products. 630-410-4800.
www.ulta.com

Coming Soon

18 Budget retailer Five Below will open
a new 8,000-square-foot retail location
at Stone Hill Town Center before the end
of 2014. The new store will be located at
19000 Limestone Commercial Drive, Ste.
120, between Dick’s Sporting Goods and
The Children’s Place. According to the
company’s website, Five Below specializes
in products priced between $1 and $5,
geared toward the teen and preteen market.
866-546-8099. www.fivebelow.com

15 Co-owners Michael Fontaine,
Eric Johnstone and Lynn Haag plan
to open indoor children’s play center
Mt. Playmore at 13609 N. I-35 by early

19 Home decorating retailer At
Home—a subsidiary of home furnishing
retailer Garden Ridge—will open a
10,000-square-foot location at Stone

20 Total Athlete Sports Complex,
co-owned by former National Football
League player Dwight Johnson and his
brother, Kansas City Chiefs linebacker
Derrick Johnson, will open May 31
at 817 W. Howard Lane, Bldg. B. The
25,000-square-foot facility will offer
training for clients ages 6–18 as well as
for college athletes and adults. Training
will focus on speed, agility, strength
and conditioning exercises, all taught
by former college athletes. The location
will include a massage therapist, physical
therapist and chiropractor.
512-698-9334. www.totalathleteatx.com

1
Pizza kitchen Fire in the Hole opened in downtown Round Rock on April 24.

9
Summit II, a new 82,000-square-foot Class A office complex, will be built in Round Rock.

Relocations
21 Animal Dental Clinic, owned by Dr.
Steven Capron, relocated in late April
from 3407 Wells Branch Parkway to 2700
Pecan St., Ste. 750. The business offers
small-animal dental services including
cleanings, X-rays, periodontal treatment
and oral surgery. 512-250-1521.
www.austinanimaldentalclinic.com

Hutto

11
A second Dazzle Coffee location is being built in
Round Rock and is expected to open in September.

Name Change
22 Hutto Baptist Church, located at
6655 Hwy. 79, officially changed its
name April 20 to Crossroads Church.
The church was originally founded in
1882 and is led by pastor Tommy Ham.
Crossroads Church serves families and
individuals in the communities of Hutto,
Georgetown, Pflugerville and Round
Rock. Sunday worship services begin at
11 a.m. Other meetings include children,
youth and adult groups.
512-759-2395. www.crossroads130.com

14
Owner Laura Valdez opened New Talent Salon in
Pflugerville on Jan. 15.
News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or
Hutto? E-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Our Gold Standards:

512-642-5994
123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

John F. McEntire,
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek,
DDS

Find us on
Facebook!

Official Dentist of the
Round Rock Express

Courtesy Don Quick & Associates

13 Hoody’s Sub Shop, located at 1205
Round Rock Ave., Ste. 121, celebrated its
25th anniversary of business April 17.
Owner Richard Hood said the restaurant
features East Coast–style subs and
specializes in Philly cheesesteaks. Hours
are Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. and
Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 512-244-7166.
www.hoodyssubs.com

Hill Town Center before the end of
2014. The new building will be located
at 19000 Limestone Commercial Drive,
Ste. 300, between Dick’s Sporting Goods
and Petco. At Home will feature art,
furniture, textiles, rugs, and patio and
garden items for home decorating.
www.athome.com

JP Eichmiller

Anniversaries

July. The 28,000-square-foot facility
will feature a large-scale children’s play
structure, an arcade with more than
100 games and a toddler room in which
younger children can play. The business
will also include a full-service kitchen
to accommodate birthday parties and
special events. 512-989-8886.
www.mtplaymore.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comfortable, Modern Office
Care with a Gentle Touch
On-Time Scheduling
Family Block Appointments
Conservative Treatment
Fun for Kids
Insurance Friendly
Monthly Payment Plans
Emergencies Seen Promptly
Sedation Dentistry Available

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t ry. co m

JP Eichmiller

are 9:30–11 a.m., and Wednesday
services are 7–8 p.m. 281-968-9461.
www.radixministries.com

Jenny Tenbush

Compiled by JP Eichmiller
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Austin TopDoc 2013
SuperDoc 2013 & 2014

Clarity Eye Center: Offering Cutting-Edge,
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

Dr. Jatla MD

Dr. Haven OD

Board Certified Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion.
• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams

512-244-7200

301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)
Seton-Williamson Medical Center

• Eyelid surgery
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery

512-868-3937

4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)
Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

www.clarityeye.net
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$5 Fri/Sun, $7 Sat
Weekend admission with your
Deutschen Pfest T-shirt
children: $10, adult: S-L $12 / $14 (XXL & XXXL)
Proceeds benefit Pflugerville Parks Projects

www.pflugervilletx.gov/dpfest
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Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor

EDUCATION

The shift in student assessment:

TAKSto STAAR

What is STAAR?
The State of Texas
Assessments of Academic
Readiness is a more
rigorous testing program
that focuses on readiness
for grade level advancement,
future course subjects,
college and careers.

Since 2012, school districts in Texas have been switching to a new exam for
student assessment, the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness.
Each year, the Texas Education Agency has been phasing in standards for
student performance that are set by a committee composed of educators,
experts and more.
In the 2013–14 school year, the previous exam, the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills, was administered for the last time, and students in grade
12 were the last to take it.

Key changes from TAKS to STAAR

ts
c
a
F
k
c
i
Qu

Out of the 180 annual
instructional days, students
typically spend two to five days
taking state-required tests,
depending on their grade.

What local school
districts are saying

The rigor of assessment is more difficult on STAAR exams than
TAKS and includes questions with more cognitive complexity.

For most grades and subjects, tests have increased in length.

When you compare district
results [to] state results, Round
Rock is really fortunate in that
the results definitely show that
we are outperforming the state
averages.

There are more open-ended questions for students to be able
to derive more independent answers for science and mathematics.

–Lora Darden, director of Curriculum
and Professional Development at
Round Rock ISD

For the first time there is a time limit on the tests, and English I and II must be
completed in five hours. The other tests must be completed in four hours.

Students are asked to complete two writing tasks instead of one
(including personal, narrative, literary, expository, persuasive and analytic)
Performance standards are now reviewed at least once every three
years and are adjusted when necessary for appropriate level of rigor.
High school students are most affected by the changes in assessment.
Under TAKS, students took two tests in ninth grade and four tests
in both 10th and 11th grades. A student was required to pass the
tests given at the grade level in order to graduate. STAAR
now requires five end-of-course assessments, which students will
take whenever they take the corresponding course.

12th-grade students
were the last to take the
TAKS test in the
2013–14 school year.

What the Texas Education
Agency is saying
We really do believe that if the
kids have been in class, they should
have been taught everything throughout
the year to really excel on this test.

15 5
In 2013, the Texas Legislature
decided to decrease the
number of state-required tests
for high school students from
15 to five. This year is the
first that students will only be
required to take five tests.

Resources
TEA provides information on
its website such as:
• Previous versions of the test
• Sample questions
• A full summary of the differences
between TAKS and STAAR
• A calendar of testing dates

–Lauren Callahan, Texas Education Agency
information specialist

Source:
Texas Education
Agency

For more information, visit www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar

Building Relationships ~ Creating Smiles
• Beautiful State of the Art Office (all digital)
• Comprehensive Cosmetic Dentistry
(whitening, veneers, smile makeovers)
• CEREC (same day crowns and bridges)
• Prosthodontics (partials and dentures)
• Orthodontics
• Treatment of Periodontal Disease
• Oral Surgery / Implants

(512) 310-2000

• Pediatric Dentistry
(all ages, playroom and TV for kids)

3401 Royal Vista Blvd #102
Round Rock, TX

• Endodontics (root canals)

www.royalvistadental.com

• Free Teeth Whitening for Life

• Emergency Patients Welcome

Please join us to celebrate the
beginning of summer time!

ROYAL VISTA DENTAL
SUMMER PARTY
Saturday, June 14th
10:00am-1:00pm

Festivities will include: bouncy house,
water balloons, snow cones, popcorn
- and many more games and prizes!

Please bring your friends & family!
EVERYONE WELCOME!
Dr. Kevin Rhodes graduated from the University of
Texas Health Science Center. His focus is high quality,
comprehensive care for the whole family.

Dr. Kevin Rhodes and family
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• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified

Travis Bias, DO

Tina Philip, DO

Family Medicine

512.252.1505

Family Medicine

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pflugerville

Call about our NEW extended hours!

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112 • Pflugerville

Bio Identical Hormones
Teen Health
Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause
Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

/HJDF\(&+6-RLQV1DWLRQDO&HOHEUDWLRQ
1RZ$GGLQJ6WXGHQWV
7$</25²/HJDF\(DUO\&ROOHJH+LJK
6FKRROLVSURXGWRMRLQDQDWLRQDOUHFRJQLWLRQ
HIIRUWWRFHOHEUDWHWKHRXWVWDQGLQJDFKLHYH
PHQWVDQGVLJQLÀFDQWSURJUHVVPDGHE\(DUO\
&ROOHJH+LJK6FKRROVDFURVVWKHQDWLRQ
/HJDF\(DUO\&ROOHJH+LJK6FKRROLV
ORFDWHGLQ7D\ORUDQGLVDMRLQWSDUWQHUVKLS
EHWZHHQ7HPSOH&ROOHJH7HPSOH&ROOHJH

')$&;$&65
• 100% off th
the LLegacy ECHS students
d graduate
d
ffrom hi
highh
school...compared to 78% of the students nationally;

SAIMA JEHANGIR, MD, MPH, FACOG

vd.

Send the kids to
summer camp

Wrap up home projects
Consolidate my debt

Make deposit for next
college semester
Pay for a wedding!

• 98% of Legacy ECHS seniors earn a FREE Associate’s degree
and their high school diploma by the end of the 12th grade.

a1747&&'55d¶6$465'4'Hb

My Summer Dreams
checklist:..
Take a vacation

• 100% off LLegacy ECHS graduates
d
enrollll iin college,
ll technical
hi l
or trade schools or choose to serve our country through the
military;

&RQWDFWXVQRZ/LPLWHGVHDWLQJDYDLODEOH

r Bl

www.lotusobgyn.com

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665
1305 W. 34th St, Ste. 407 • Austin, TX 78705

W
W. 3 . 38th S
t.
4th
St.
ama

Seton Center Pkwy.
CR 112

FM 1460

I-35

MoPac

N. L

512.716.0971

University Blvd
.

Exit 256

• 100% of this year’s Legacy ECHS seniors will have earned 60
college credits...this compares to a national average of just 38
college credits;

DW7D\ORU7D\ORU,6'DQG+XWWR,6'6LQFH
7D\ORU,6'KDVDQRSHQHQUROOPHQWSROLF\
DQ\TXDOLÀHGWKRUWKJUDGHUPD\DSSO\DQG
VHHNFRQFXUUHQWKLJKVFKRRODQG$VVRFLDWH
&ROOHJHGHJUHHV
7KHUHLVQRFKDUJHIRUFROOHJHFRXUVHV
RUERRNVIRUVWXGHQWVZKREHFRPHSDUWRI 
WKH/HJDF\(&+6SURJUDP
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQFRQWDFW3ULQFL
SDO5RVHPDU\.HOO\DW
SDO5RVHPDU\.HOO\DW


Make this summer stress free and one to
remember with a UFCU Great Rate VISA®
Credit Card. Benefits include:
No annual fee

Let UFCU
help make your
summer dreams
come true.

No balance transfer or over-limit
fees

Variable rate
25-day grace period for purchases
Online and mobile access to your
credit card 24/7
Credit card education options

PLUS! Open your UFCU Credit Card
by May 31 and you could be one of five
lucky members to WIN $100*.
* Visit ufcu.org for Official Sweepstakes Rules. Members must have an active checking
account or direct deposit to be eligible for a credit card.

ufcu.org
(512) 467-8080
Comm Impact_10x6.04_4-14.indd 1

4/17/14 9:50 AM
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Graduates rated as ready for college

Austin chamber releases new
2013 education progress data

2012 Austin Chamber of Commerce Education Progress Reports

80%

Study focuses on graduate opportunities
By Kelli Weldon

Helping to raise awareness
about the mismatch between
local job openings and student
aspirations is one of the goals of
the Greater Austin Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Education
Progress Reports, said Kimberly
Reeves, vice president of talent
alignment with the chamber.
On April 3 the chamber
released its 2013 reports, which
include K–12 student performance data from the 2011–12
school year as well 2013 STAAR
results and highlight key factors
such as graduation rates and college readiness.
As school counselors throughout Central Texas help students
transition to new Foundation
High School Program graduation
plans established under House
Bill 5, the chamber wants to convey what opportunities are available for students, Reeves said.
“We are in one of the fastestgrowing communities in the
country with a lot of highdemand jobs and a lot of mismatch between the jobs that we
have and what kids think they
want to do,” she said.
The chamber has partnered
with school districts and other
Central Texas chambers for the
past nine years to put together
the reports. This year the reports
cover 12 school districts in Central Texas including Austin ISD,
Hays CISD, Hutto ISD, Leander
ISD, Pflugerville ISD, Round
Rock ISD and San Marcos CISD.
The reports examine the
number of students who say

they intend to attend college,
how many students applied for
financial aid, and the percentage
of a school district’s graduating
class that is deemed college- and
career-ready, a classification
based on state performance
measures.
Additionally the reports
include direct-to-college enrollment rates—the percentage of
high school students who actually
enrolled in a university, community college or technical school
immediately after graduating.
JoyLynn Occhiuzzi, RRISD’s
executive director of community
relations, said RRISD has seen an
increase in its direct-to-college
enrollment rate.
“We still want to focus on the
29 percent of students who aren’t
going directly to college and see
how we can help them overcome
obstacles to enrollment,” she said.
Districts statewide are continuing their transition to the State of
Texas Assessments of Academic
Readiness, or STARR, exams.
The reports include information
on how fifth- and eighth-graders
performed on STAAR exams in
math, reading, science and social
studies. Fifth graders are preparing to enter middle school, while
eighth graders are preparing to
enter high school.
“STAAR greatly increased
the level of rigor in the curriculum and raised the bar on what
students are expected to be able
to do,” said Steve Snell, Hutto
ISD assistant superintendent of
curriculum and instruction. “The
test has forced all of us to increase
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Hutto ISD

Pflugerville ISD

5,497

22,987

students enrolled

321

high school
graduates in 2011

49%

52%

of students
completed financial aid

of students
completed financial aid

64%

44,862

students enrolled

1,389

high school
graduates in 2011

Round Rock ISD
students enrolled

2,627 high school
graduates in 2011

60%

of students
completed financial aid

73%

of students took
the SAT or ACT

79%

of students took
the SAT or ACT

54%

59%

of seniors enrolled in
college by fall 2012

of seniors enrolled in
college by fall 2012

the rigor of the daily lessons and
the expectations for students.”
Overall the reports provide
business owners, educators and
parents with an overview of what
is happening in local school districts, Reeves said.
“We have the highest graduation rates that we have ever had
in the region,” she said. “Even in
the face of budget cuts, [school
districts] are doing a good job

meeting the standards. Now the
standards are going to change
and they are probably going to be
even more challenging. We have
to be even more strategic with
our decisions when it comes to
budgets, programs and policies.”
The chamber sends out the
reports to new residents and
businesses and shares them with
Realtors who can present them to
prospective residents, she said.

of students took
the SAT or ACT

71%

of seniors enrolled in
college by fall 2012

In addition to the reports, the
chamber offers initiatives such
as its Financial Aid Saturdays,
which encourage students who
intend to go to college to complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA.
The full reports can be accessed
at www.austinchamber.com/
edureports.
Additional reporting by JP Eichmiller
and Lyndsey Taylor

AFFORDABLE INSULATION
Helping Give the Gift of a Second Language
ROUND ROCK’S PREMIERE PRIVATE SPANISH IMMERSION PRESCHOOL & CHILD CENTER

FULL AND PART-TIME PROGRAMS FOR INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND PRESCHOOLERS

$75 OFF
any service
over $750
EXPIRES 6-1-14

Insulation
is the BEST
INSULATION
against high
utility bills!
• Professional & prompt
• Free estimates
• Attic insulation re-blow
• Save money on electric bills

Mc

Ne

il R

d.

.

ir St.

I-35

y s St

S. Bla

S. M a

Round Rock Ave.

201 WEST BAGDAD AVENUE | ROUND ROCK, TX 78664
512-589-2931 | WWW.TXSPANISHACADEMY.COM

AFFORDABLE INSULATION BY MARC TUXILLO
1102 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 110-170 • Georgetown, TX 78626
512-966-1223 • AffordableInsulationGeorgetownTX.com
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Pflugerville adopts high-tech
research tool for developers
development in Pflugerville,”
Akers said. “Anyone who wants
to develop can look at a property,
look at who owns that piece of
property and see [the property’s]
closest three neighbors.”
Users can access Zonability 24
hours a day through the PCDC
website or via smart phones and
find information on more than
22,000 parcels of land in the city.
Additional zoning and property
data offered by the app include
whether an area is in a flood

“It uncovers data
that would otherwise
take hours to put
together.”
—Leigh Budlong, Zonability founder

zone, its public data and assessed
land value. Another tool matches
users with possible business
locations based on parameters
set by property owners.
“It uncovers data that would
otherwise take hours to put

On the website’s top menu, scroll
to “Site Selection” option and
click “Available Properties.”

together yourself,” Zonability
founder Leigh Budlong said. “It
fuses Williamson County and
Travis County property data
with local zoning.”
The concept for Zonability
was born in 2008. Budlong, who
has a background in commercial
real estate, noticed tools such as
Google made it easy to access
property information but not
zoning data. In 2010 she introduced the app’s first beta model.
To build off of the app’s success with the PCDC, Budlong
and Beyond Value are working to market Zonability to

What you will find
With the search, Zonability will
provide zoning, property values,
possible uses for the property and
more as well as information on
surrounding properties.
Source: Zonability

businesses such as engineering companies and developers.
One of Zonability’s next target
markets will be the Dallas-Fort
Worth metropolitan area.
“Our future is to continue to
make Zonability the place for

For more information about Zonability, call
512-782-9880 or visit www.zonability.com.

Superior Medical Care for

A dults, B abies and C hildren

“Let our family treat your family.”

6NU?PB#MSLB
.MLRCQQMPG4AFMMJ

512-218-4644 • WWW.UBMONTESSORI.COM
101 FANNIN AVE. • ROUND ROCK, TX 78664

fast information and to [expand
the app’s] information about
zoning potential,” Budlong said.

$%&0HGLFDO&HQWHU

OS–6YO
SERVING CHILDREN AGES 18M

Locally owned, family managed and founded out of a deep desire to make a difference
in each child’s early stages in life using the
Montessori methodology.

Search for a specific property, or look for a property
based on potential uses, lot size or building size.

Step 2

G TO
WE’RE EXPANDING & MOVIN
//,1*
A NEW FACILITY! 12:(152

We are an AMS Full Member Montessori
School located at the very heart of the city
of Round Rock, Texas.

Step 3

On a computer or smart phone, visit the Pflugerville Community
Development Corp. website at www.pfdevelopment.com.

surrounding areas for over 10 years.
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Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Ram
Pediatrics

School/Sports Physicals Av
ailable...
call today to schedule!

Specializing in Pediatrics & Family Practice.
Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals,
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations
and Urgent Illness
Se habla espanol

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

PFLUGERVILLE STONE HILL TOWN CENTER

79

I-35

Forest Creek

Gattis School Rd.

Red Bud
R

Online application Zonability
is helping prospective developers
decipher Pflugerville’s zoning.
Designed by Austin-based
Beyond Value Inc., the app uses
multiple sources to create a
user-friendly format including
interactive maps that allow visitors to see property values and
prospective uses.
“[Conventional] maps often
don’t tell you what you want to
know,” said Floyd Akers, executive director of the Pflugerville
Community Development Corp.
“Zonability has an integrated
map … so you can easily see
multiple levels of public data like
property appraisals from the
Travis Central Appraisal District
and our municipal zoning.”
The PCDC was Zonability’s
first big client. Akers said the app
helps serve as a one-stop shop
for real estate agents, potential
developers and residents.
“People can … find out
pretty much anything about

Step 1

Search

Mays

By Korri Kezar

How to use Zonability

((512)) 310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock, TX 78664

Employee
Our employee focus this month is on Jennifer!

DR. GARCIA AND DR. SNOWBERGER, OPTOMETRISTS
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY FOR 10 YEARS

Friendly Staff

Free Lasik
Screening

Most Glasses
Same Day

www.pflugervilletso.com

Hi my name is Jennifer. I was born in California and moved to Austin in 2007 and
I LOVE TEXAS. I have been with Texas State Optical since November 2013 and I
absolutely LOVE working for Dr. Garcia and Dr. Snowberger. My job is “front desk receptionist” so I will likely be the one to check you in for your visit. I truly enjoy helping
people improve their quality of life through eye care. I previously worked in the food
service industry for 6 years and from that I have learned to provide great customer
service. I am married and have twin boys Cameron and J who will be 3 in May, and
they are the apple of my life! In my spare time I enjoy spending time with my family
or going to the gym. I look forward to welcoming you to our office!

Jennifer!

1512 Town Center Dr, Ste. Suite 500 • Pflugerville, TX 78660 • (512) 251-3700 • OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
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Round Rock resolves railroad suit

Round Rock officials signed an agreement with Union Pacific that will help establish new quiet zones.

by the city benefits both parties and the
community as a whole. We appreciate the
city leadership’s efforts and look forward to
working with them in the future.”
A final caveat of the deal that had
nothing to do with land rights involves
the city’s push to establish railroad quiet
zones at several crossing points. Establishing the zones—which requires the
consent of Union Pacific—normally
can take years. Union Pacific, however,
consented to expedite Round Rock’s
Round
rock Av

Burn

Bagdad
35

et

ave.
Gypsum Supply
plant

application in lieu of the land agreements.
“This community has been working
for many years to establish quiet zones
throughout Round Rock,” City Manager
Steve Norwood said. “It is not uncommon
taking three, four, or five years getting
quiet zones approved. So if we can shave
off a year or two and basically get to the
front of the line, I think it will go a long
way towards building some goodwill in
the community.”
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Union Pacific agreed
to sign over the deed
is School
Gatt
to 0.41 acres of
land adjacent to the former
Gypsum Supply plant, which the city is
planning to sell to developers.

Union Pacific signed over
a revocable deed to the
city of Round Rock for 1.13
acres of land containing an
approximately 1,900-foot
section of Park Lane. The
road provides access to
Lake Creek Park.

ey
Vall
Ch
isholm

Av
e.
iew
Be

llv

.
Rd
il
Ne

m

il

e
cN

.

Rd

March 28

.

iew

llv

Be

HChisholm
valley park

Water
storage tank

La f r o

Special terms

e
Av

.
sing Rd
cros

35

te

Hesters
crossing Rd.

rs

M

Pass

$1.6 million
Effective
date

Union Pacific signed over
the title to 0.66 acres of
land containing a 954-foot
section of Bellview Avenue.
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Union Pacific
signed over the title
to 11.58 acres of
right of way along a
2.5-mile stretch of
McNeil Road.

15.13 acres

The

Round Rock
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by Round Rock
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When the lease expired in 2012, however,
Union Pacific sent a letter to the city
requesting more than $4.9 million for a
25-year renewal.
The city reacted to the demand of payment by filing a lawsuit against Union
Pacific in the Williamson County District
Court, claiming the railroad had lost all
rights to the land through statutes of limitations. Union Pacific filed a countersuit,
and the issue remained tied up in litigation
until the deal was announced in March.
As part of the sale, Union Pacific agreed
to hand over the title to 11.76 acres of land
containing 2.5 miles of the McNeil Road
right of way, 0.26 acres of land adjacent to
Chisholm Valley Park, 0.66 acres of land
containing a 954-foot span of Bellview
Avenue, and a 0.41-acre tract adjacent to
the former Gypsum Supply plant south
of downtown. In addition, Union Pacific
signed a revocable deed over to the city
for a 1,900-foot, 1.13-acre section of Park
Lane that provides access to Lake Creek
Park. The deed is expected to remain in
the city’s possession unless the railroad
ever feels the need to add another line of
tracks, Sheets said.
Sheets also said Union Pacific has
agreed to donate $100,000 of the proceeds
from the land sales toward a memorial
marking the 1927 bus crash that killed
11 members of the Baylor University
men’s basketball team.
“Union Pacific has always had a great
working relationship with the city of
Round Rock, which helped us work
through some complex real estate issues,”
Union Pacific spokeswoman Elizabeth
Hutchinson said. “The agreement approved

Mays St.

For more than 110 years, McNeil Road
has served as a conduit between the cities
of Austin and Round Rock. Until recently,
however, the ownership of the property
the road sits on has remained unresolved.
On March 28 the city of Round Rock
put the issue to rest when the city signed
an agreement to purchase more than
15 acres of right of way adjacent to McNeil
Road and the downtown area from the
Union Pacific Railroad Co. for
$1.6 million. The agreement resolves an
ongoing legal dispute over who owns the
rights to the property and whether the
railroad held the power to charge the city
lease fees for using McNeil Road.
“I think all in all this is a win-win for
the city and the railroad,” Round Rock
City Attorney Steve Sheets said. “The
amount of land we are getting for what we
are paying is significant.”
Nearly 140 years ago the now-defunct
International-Great Northern Railroad
laid out the path for the still-existing railroad right of way that runs east and west
through Round Rock and ties into Austin
and Hutto. In the 1890s the current layout
of McNeil Road was established parallel
to the tracks and operated unimpeded for
90 years.
According to city records, in 1987
Round Rock officials discovered parts
of McNeil Road may have sat within
the right of way of the railroad tracks—
which by that time had been taken over
by Union Pacific. Rather than spend the
money to research who owned the title to
the land, Sheets said the city agreed to pay
Union Pacific $3,495 for a 25-year lease.

Be
llv
iew

By JP Eichmiller

JP Eichmiller

Union Pacific agrees to sell right of way to city for $1.6M

r
nte

172

Union Pacific signed a revocable easement deed for a 1.13-acre
section of Park Lane that allows access to Lake Creek Park.
Union Pacific agreed to fast-track the city’s application to establish
railroad quiet zones.

vd.
a Bl

Chisholm Valley Park

Union Pacific donated $100,000 for a Mays Street bridge memorial
commemorating the Baylor University men’s basketball team bus crash.

Union Pacific signed over 0.26 acres of
land adjacent to the park, which will allow
the city access to a water storage tank.
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Framing Memories
Since 1984

Unique Framing of Art, Objects,
Diplomas & Awards
Frames are not just for pictures!

Home Improvements  Dream Vacations  Debt Consolidation

Other College and High School
diploma frames available on
our website

“You earned it and it deserves
to be preserved!”
103 North Railroad Avenue
Pflugerville, TX 78660
512-835-6695
www.wordyisms.com

Special Occasion Cakes • Petit Fours • Cake Balls • Cookies

Stocked dessert

case

6WRSE\WRGD\WR
WK
VDWLVI\\RXUVZ HHWWRR

206 B Laurel Drive
5281'52&.7;

512-255-5222
7XHV)UL$030&ORVHG6XQ 0RQ
6DWXUGD\SLFNXSVE\DSSWRQO\

Austin
512-833-3300

Toll-free
1-800-580-3300

rbfcu.org

Loans subject to credit approval. Home Equity Loans are available only on property in Texas. Some restrictions may apply. Contact
our Real Estate Center for complete details. Lender licensed by the National Mortgage Licensing System under registration
number 583215.

Erin arrived at Scott & White Healthcare’s
emergency department after a serious car
accident. Once the trauma team discovered
that she had life-threatening injuries, a
surgical team operated on her for 18 hours.
With continued care from her orthopedic
surgeon and family physician, she fully
recovered. Thanks to this rapid coordination
of expert care, Erin is now diving back into
life. Learn more at workingasone.sw.org.

For Erin, collaboration between our trauma team
and the right specialists was a lifesaver.

Same-day appointments are now available.
Visit sameday.sw.org.
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Environment

Coalition wins EPA award for local
region ozone-reduction programs
Cities, counties commit to voluntary measures to curb pollution
By Joe Olivieri and Beth Wade

Mention the word “ozone” and many
people think of the ozone layer, the part
of the atmosphere that deflects ultraviolet rays.
Closer to the ground, ozone is the main
ingredient in smog. The air pollutant is
caused by manmade chemical reactions
and can cause respiratory issues. Ozone
is typically higher between April 1 and
Oct. 31.
Experts say the Austin area meets all
federal air quality standards but has
struggled to stay under the accepted
ozone levels.
A group of local governments known
as the Central Texas Clean Air Coalition has spent years working on voluntary programs to reduce air pollution.
In April the coalition received the 2014
Clean Air Excellence Award from the
Environmental Protection Agency for
its efforts.
Officials say the work to improve
Austin-area air is ongoing. The area is
still close to the federal ozone limit, and
the EPA could tighten restrictions later
this year.
“Our ozone levels have continued to go
down year after year even with our continued growth,” Round Rock Mayor Alan
McGraw said at an ozone season kickoff
event April 8. “It’s very important in my
mind that we continue following the path
that was already started and continue
on that path because nonattainment [of
ozone reduction] will have serious economic development implications.”
Acceptable levels of ozone
Every five years the EPA is required to
review the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards as part of the Clean Air Act.
In 2008 the EPA lowered the national
eight-hour ozone average standard from
85 to 75 parts per billion of total gas in
the air.
How the EPA measures ozone is that cities such as Austin can exceed the standard
three days a year, said Andrew Hoekzema,
air quality program specialist for the Capital Area Council of Governments.
“They use the fourth-highest readings
each year and average that across three
years,” he said. “If the three-year average
of the fourth-highest [readings] is above
75 parts per billion, the area is considered
in nonattainment.”
If the EPA declares an area is in
nonattainment, the state must enact a
State Implementation Plan to meet the
standards.
Under nonattainment, securing federal
grants would become more complicated,

Hoekzema said.
“The region’s transportation plan is
required to be consistent with its air quality plan,” he said. “There’s a cap on road
emissions, and the transportation plan
must stay under the cap.”
Meeting the standards
The CAPCOG coalition comprises Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson counties and 13 city governments,
including the cities of Georgetown, Hutto,
Pflugerville and Round Rock.
From 2008 to 2013, the coalition
enacted the Eight-Hour Ozone Flex Plan.
The coalition secured voluntary
emission reduction commitments from
local government entities on items such
as reducing commutes and increasing
vehicle fleet efficiency measures, according to CAPCOG (see sidebar).
“If we want to continue to grow in this
region and continue with the success
we’ve had, then in my mind it is very
important that we stay out of nonattainment,” McGraw said. “I’d rather do that
voluntarily with programs and policies
that we put in place as a region as opposed
to waiting to go to nonattainment and
having the federal government tell us how
they want us to do it.”
The award-winning plan helped to
bring the average area readings down
from 74 to 73 parts per billion as of 2013,
Hoekzema said.
The flex plan has since evolved into
a newer version, the Ozone Advance
Program, that expands on what types of
emission-reduction commitments are
possible, Hoekzema said.
“The region is poised to be in a position
to meet a new ozone standard if it is set
as high as 70 parts per billion by 2018 but
would be challenged to meet one as low
as 65 parts per billion,” according to the
program’s action plan.
Meanwhile the EPA had not completed
its review of the 2008 standards by the
end of 2013. It is roughly halfway through
the process, EPA Region 6 spokesman
Joseph Hubbard said.
Pharr Andrews, city of Austin environmental. program coordinator, said the EPA
could issue stricter standards by December.
Environmentalists
Neil Carman, clean air program director for the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra
Club, said the organization advocates
stricter standards for vehicle emissions
and industrial smokestacks.
The Sierra Club supports telecommuting, carpooling, public transportation and
bicycle riding as ways to address the issue.

ground-level ozone
A gas that is created when manmade volatile
organic compounds and oxides of nitrogen react
in the presence of sunlight

• Limit driving and idling of your vehicle

the causes

• Do not top off your tank when refueling
your vehicle

• Carpool, combine errands, take public
transportation, bike or walk more often

The gas can come from motor vehicle exhaust,
gasoline vapors, chemical solvents, and emissions
from industrial facilities and electric utilities.

• Keep your vehicle maintained
• Maintain gas-powered yard equipment
• Do not burn yard waste

Problems that can arise

• Use paint and cleaning products with few
or no volatile organic compounds

Acute respiratory problems and possible
aggravation of asthma symptoms

• Conserve energy
• Refuel vehicles in late afternoon/evening

ozone forecast season

• Recycle used motor oil

April 1 through Oct. 31

• Drive the speed limit
Source: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Local governmental efforts to curb pollution
Hutto

Pflugerville

Round
Rock

Travis
County

Williamson
County

Commute solutions
x

Flexibile work schedule

x

Transit pass subsidized by employers
Telecommuting part-time

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Energy and resource conservation
Resource conservation

x

Energy efficiency programs

x

Water conservation programs

x

Fleet- and fuel-efficiency measures
Fuel vehicles in the evenings
Texas low-emission diesel equivalent for fleets

x

x

Vehicle maintenance by manufacturer specifications

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Outreach and awareness
Ozone Action Day program

Regulation and enforcement
Idling enforcement

Sustainable procurement and operations
Direct deposit

x

E-government and available locations

Transportation emission-reduction measures
Pedestrian and bike infrastructure improvements
Mass-transit improvements

x
Source: Capital Area Council of Governments

Carman called the federal 75 parts per
billion standard inadequate to protect
human health and said the standard
should not exceed the 70 parts per billion that was recommended by the EPA’s
advisory group.
“Ozone in terms of health effects is
something that is affecting a significant

portion of our population—children,
senior citizens and people with chronic
respiratory problems all can suffer from
health effects from high ozone, which we
from time to time experience,” Hoekzema
said. “[Our goal is not only] stay out of [a]
formal nonattainment designation, but
also to reduce ozone levels overall.”
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HUNTINGTON TRAILS
1300 Windcrest Dr

CAT HOLLOW
7019 Rambollet

Listed by Leslie Klaftenegger

Listed by Dannielle Laramee

PARK AT BLACKHAWK
3700 Heron Roost Pass

FALCON POINTE
19315 Sunken Creek Pass

Listed by Nora Wall
512.789.3421

Listed by Prewett Team
512.470.4433

3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,490 SQ FT
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4 BD 2 BA +/-2,950 SQ FT
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Round Rock Area Market Update
Homes
Sold

446
421
325

350

400

Average
Sold Price

450
$219k

03/2014
03/2013

$203k
50k

100k

150k

200k

250k

Stats based on March 2013 and 2014 home sales through Austin Board of REALTORS®.

connect with us:

fb.com/realtyaustin

Avery Ranch

May 4th, 2014

10526 W Parmer Ln, #425 Austin, TX 78717

Lake Travis
2418 RR 620 South, #200, Lakeway, TX 78738

Downtown
1209 W 5th St, #300, Austin, TX 78703

Westlake
6806 Bee Cave Rd, #2B, Austin, TX 78746

Southwest

2

4301 W William Cannon Dr, #200, Austin, TX 78749

realtyaustin.com • 512.241.1300
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City & County

News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, and Williamson and Travis counties

Water pump station receives new funding for
system improvements and capacity upgrade

State rates new vote
centers as successful

Pflugerville On April 8 City
Council voted unanimously to fund
more than $700,000 in improvements
to the city’s Pfennig Pump Station. The
money will go toward funding two parts
of the project: A $581,558 purchase
of new pumps, motors and variable
frequency drives; and $122,995 for
purchasing new electrical switchboard
equipment. In the future city officials
say they will also look to increase the
capacity of the city’s water storage at
the pump station by adding another
500,000-gallon tank. The city hopes to
have all phases of the project complete
and operational by January 2015.
“This project has a number of objectives, but primarily it is to improve the
reliability of water … by adding additional pumps,” Assistant City Manager
Tom Ward said. “This is Part A of a
multi-part project.”
Although the pump station is less
than six years old, City Manager
Brandon Wade said it was in need of
an upgrade because its original design
was not properly planned. The city has
reviewed its water-pumping needs and
determined the plant would not be

Williamson county Commissioners heard citizen comments April
15 during a public hearing about the
Countywide Polling Place Program,
which was designated as successful by
the Texas Secretary of State’s office.
County elections officials also hosted
an open house for residents to learn
more about the county’s vote centers,
which allow voters to cast a ballot at
any Williamson County voting location
on election day and early voting.
The hearing was the last step to finalize the designation, which will allow
Williamson County to conduct elections using vote centers without having
to apply for them before each election
with the Secretary of State. However,
the county must submit a final report to
the state following each election, Williamson County Elections Administrator Jason Barnett said.
“[The upcoming May elections are]
now going to be our third time using
vote centers,” Barnett said.

Hutto Financial ratings agency
Standard & Poor’s upgraded the city’s
bond credit rating one level from A+
to AA-.
Hutto city officials said in a statement
that the new rating would increase the
city’s ability to issue debt for capital
projects as well as secure lower interest
rates on bonds.
The city’s first-ever general obligation bonds were approved in 2009,
when voters passed three propositions
totaling $16.8 million to fund transportation and park improvements
as well as a new YMCA facility. In
February city officials said they were
considering bonds as a method to fund
$21.3 million in improvements to the
city’s wastewater plants.
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Pfennig Pump Station
Planned upgrades:
• New pumps and motors ($581,558)
• New electrical switchboard equipment
($122,995)
• 500,000-gallon water storage tank
(cost undetermined)

For more information about vote centers, visit
www.wilco.org/elections.

Tool Lending Center unveiled during cleanup
Round rock With the
assistance of a private donation, the city of Round Rock
is trying to make it easier for
residents to maintain their
houses and communities.
On April 4 city officials
unveiled the Tool Lending Center at a neighborhood cleanup organized by
the Heart of Round Rock
Neighborhood Association.
The TLC is a mobile trailer
The city of Round Rock unveiled its Tool Lending Center at a
containing $6,200 worth of
neighborhood cleanup April 4.
tools donated by the Round
Rock Home Depot.
According to a statement released
by the city, the TLC is part of an effort
For more information about the Tool Lending
Center, visit www.roundrocktexas.gov
by City Council and Neighborhood Seror call Round Rock Neighborhood Services
vices Coordinator Joe Brehm to
Coordinator Joe Brehm at 512-341-3148.
help maintain aging neighborhoods.
Courtesy city of Round Rock

City receives credit
rating status upgrade

capable of keeping up with the city’s
growth, he said.
“To be quite frank … the size of the
water station they built was a guess,”
Wade said.
The funding for the project will come
out of the city’s Capital Improvement
Plan budget. Ward said the new pumps
would be able to accommodate all of the
city’s growth for the next 15 years.

Meets first and third Thursday, 7 p.m.
401 W. Front St.
512-759-4033. www.huttotx.gov

Pflugerville City Council

Meets second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.
100 E. Main St.
512-990-6101. www.cityofpflugerville.com

From left: Hays County Judge Bert Cobb and
Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis moderate a
panel on water issues April 14 in Round Rock.

Local officials discuss
regional water plans
Williamson county The commissioners courts of Hays and Williamson counties hosted a meeting in Round
Rock on April 14 with representatives
from state and local agencies to discuss
forming a regional water utility development corporation. Also discussed
were possible regional water policy and
reservation agreements.
Gattis said participants wanted a unified effort to obtain and transport water
to Central Texas cities.
“There’s a consensus that we need to
form some type of regional organization,” Gattis said.

County adopts new
model for residents’
social services needs
Travis county Data show that the
number of county residents who live
outside of Austin has grown, and county
social services have not kept up.
Subsequently, county staff developed
a Family System of Care model “to
address complex needs of whole families” to create lasting change for children, according to county documents.
On April 1 commissioners unanimously approved the care model and
directed staff to solicit bids from service
vendors to implement the plan.
Commissioners have approved allocating $1 million in the 2014 fiscal
year and up to $2 million in the 2015
fiscal year for new social services
investments.

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
Hutto City Council

Leslee Bassman

Compiled by Leslee Bassman, JP Eichmiller, Joe Olivieri and Beth Wade

Round Rock City Council

Meets second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.
216 E. Main St.
512-218-5401. www.roundrocktexas.gov

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
314 W. 11th St.
www.traviscounty.org

Williamson County
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1550. www.wilco.org

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph
For these stories and other
online-exclusive content, visit
impactnews.com.
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IMPORTANT DATES
The deadline for registering to vote in the election was April 10.
In-person early voting began April 28.
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): May 1
Last day of in-person early voting: May 6

elections

*Incumbent

city of hutto

city of round rock

pflugerville isd

hutto isd

City Council, Place 1

City Council, Place 1

Proposition

Board of trustees

Anne Cano*

Craig Morgan*
Ted Meng

The proposition would allow the district to issue
$287 million worth of bonds. The district has not
called a bond election since 2007, when voters
approved a $125 million bond package. District
officials say the bonds would not increase the
district’s property tax rate.

Connie Gooding*

Cano is running unopposed and has been declared
elected to a third term.

City Council, Place 4

Morgan, who was first elected to the council in
2011, is seeking his second term in office.

City Council, Place 4

Michael J. Smith*
Smith is running unopposed and has been declared
elected to a third term.

Will Peckham
Carlos T. Salinas*

Proposition

Salinas, who was first elected to the council in
2005, is seeking his fourth term in office.

Adoption of the Police Officers Civil Service Law
for the Hutto Police Department

Mayor

The ballot proposition would allow the
implementation of civil service status for Hutto
Police Department employees. Adopting civil service
status would set standards for employee hiring and
promotions based on test scores; create a threeperson civil service commission to oversee appeals
regarding discipline and promotions; and set pay
scales based on officers’ rank, not experience.

Alan McGraw*
McGraw is running unopposed and has been
declared elected to a third term as mayor.

PISD officials say the bonds would fund a fourth
district high school ($104.4 million); facility
replacements and renovations ($56.4 million); a
21st district elementary school ($28.3 million); a
regional football/multiuse stadium ($25.8 million);
replacing Timmerman Elementary School
($22.6 million); technology improvements
($20 million); new labs, classrooms and equipment
($8.6 million); remodeling of existing high school
stadiums ($7.3 million); land purchases
($7.2 million); and contingency funds ($6.3 million).

travis county emergency services district no. 2
The proposition would allow an increase in the local sales and use tax levied by Travis County Emergency Services District No. 2—also known as the Pflugerville Fire
Department—from 1/2 percent to 1 percent. The tax increase would only affect the unincorporated areas of the district outside of the city of Pflugerville as well as in the
Wells Branch Library District.
ESD No. 2 officials say increasing the sales tax in these areas could generate more than $500,000 annually, which the department is proposing to use toward funding a fulltime team of paramedics. The district currently relies on ambulance and paramedic teams contracted from the city of Austin.

Two at-large board of trustees positions are up
for election, including the seat held by incumbent
Connie Gooding, who is seeking a second term.
The two candidates receiving the most votes will be
elected to the board.

round rock isd
The Round Rock ISD board of trustees voted
unanimously Feb. 25 to present three bond
propositions to voters totaling $299 million. The
district’s most recent bond election was in 2008,
when voters approved a $293.9 million package.
District officials estimate the bonds would increase
the property taxes on a median-valued home in
RRISD by $42.60 per year, or $3.55 per month.

The proposition would allow the district to issue
$234.2 million worth of bonds. The funds would
be used to construct a new elementary and
middle school, purchase 55 new school buses,
replace outdated technology equipment, and fund
infrastructure needs.

Proposition No. 2

Proposition No. 3

Board of directors

Nick McIntyre

Kelly Farmer

The proposition would allow the district to issue
$25.9 million worth of bonds. The funds would
be used to acquire equipment that would expand
students’ access to technology.

upper brushy creek water control and improvement district

Jeff Sawyer*

Terrence Owens

Proposition No. 1

Proposition No. 1

Larry Quick*

Kara Pinnelli

The jurisdiction of the Upper Brushy Creek Water Control and Improvement District spans much of Cedar Park, Hutto, Leander and Round
Rock. The district is responsible for the operation and maintenance of flood-control structures in the Upper Brushy Creek watershed in the
Brazos River Basin. It also ensures the safety of 23 dams in Williamson County. The three candidates on the ballot are running to fill two
at-large director positions. Quick currently serves as president, and Sawyer is a director on the board.

The proposition would allow the district to issue
$38.9 million worth of bonds. The funds would go
toward expanding the district’s fine arts venues,
including constructing two new auditoriums at
existing campuses.

local election day polling locations
Registered voters in both Travis and
Williamson counties can cast their
ballot at any vote center within their
respective county during early voting and
on election day.
For a complete list of Travis County
polling locations, visit
www.traviscountyclerk.org.
For a complete list of Williamson County
polling locations, visit www.wilco.org.

hutto
Hutto City Hall
401 W. Front St.
Hutto Middle School
1005 Exchange Blvd.

pflugerville

County Tax Office
15822 Foothill Farms Loop

Rowe Lane Elementary School
3112 Speidel Drive

Caldwell Heights Elementary School
4010 Eagles Nest St.

Dessau Elementary School
1501 Dessau Ridge Lane

Spring Hill Elementary School
600 S. Heatherwilde Blvd.

Murchison Elementary School
2215 Kelly Lane

Wieland Elementary School
900 Tudor House Road

Fern Bluff Municipal Utility District
Community Center
7320 Wyoming Springs Drive

Park Crest Middle School
1500 N. Railroad Ave.

Windermere Elementary School
1100 Picadilly Drive

Boulder Ridge Community Room
3300 Killingsworth Lane

Pfluger Hall and Conference Center
203B E. Pecan St.

Brookhollow Elementary School
1200 N. Railroad Ave.

Pflugerville ISD Administration
Building
1401 W. Pecan St.

Caldwell Elementary School
1718 Picadilly Drive

round rock
Allen R. Baca Senior Center
301 W. Bagdad Ave., Bldg. 2

Forest Creek Elementary School
3505 Forest Creek Drive
JB and Hallie Jester Annex
1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd.
Round Rock ISD Food Services
Complex
16255 Great Oaks Drive
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ELECTION DAY
May 10 (polls open 7 a.m.–7 p.m.)

COMPILED BY JP Eichmiller

round rock city council candidate q&a
place 1

*Incumbent

Some answers have been edited for space.

place 4

*Incumbent

craig
morgan*

ted
meng

will
peckham

carlos t.
salinas*

Occupation:
Attorney

Ocupation:
Welder

Years lived in
city: 9 years

Years lived in
city: 29 years

Occupation:
Owner of Round
Rock Travel &
Cruises

Top priorities:
Public safety, transportation,
oversight of bond package, economic
development and water

Top priorities:
Quality of life, controlling development,
adding balance to the City Council

Occupation:
Operations
section manager,
State Farm
Insurance Co.

Why are you running for City
Council?

Why are you running for City
Council?

I am seeking a second term to continue
to give back to the community that has
been so good to my family and me.
I want to do my part in continuing to
make Round Rock the place we have
come to know and love.

The reason I am running for City
Council is I don’t believe that a large
percentage of Round Rock feels
represented in the City Council. I want
to be an advocate for the average
working-class citizen.

What qualifications would
you bring to the position?

What qualifications would
you bring to the position?

The qualifications I bring ... are
experienced, proven leadership. I am
able to analyze situations by examining
all the facts, studying all the pros and
cons of the issue and then deciding
what I think the best solution is. My
ultimate decision is always based on
what is best for the city and its citizens.

I am a long-term resident and an
attentive observer of changes and
trends in Round Rock.

What challenges does the city
of Round Rock face?
The biggest challenge facing Round
Rock is its growth. The continued
growth impacts services such as our
road system, public safety system and
our utility system.

How would you address those
challenges?
I will continue to support road
maintenance repair in our
neighborhoods. I will continue to
support funding our major projects on
RM 620, Creekbend Boulevard and
Wyoming Springs Drive extensions. I
will continue to support and provide all
the necessary tools to our public safety
officials. The city must [also] continue
to examine all alternative sources of
water for our future needs.

What can City Council do to
improve the lives of Round
Rock residents?
The most important thing the City
Council can do is continue to engage
our citizens. Through neighborhood
meetings and individual meetings,
practical solutions occur. There may
not always be 100 percent agreement
every time, but more times than not the
best solutions with the least amount of
negative impact take place.

As a working-class citizen, I see Round
Rock from a different perspective than
most of the other council members.
This enables me to see that there needs
to be checks and balances as our city
continues to grow.

What challenges does the city
of Round Rock face?
[The city’s challenges include]
facilitating essential development while
protecting residents from destructive
development.

How would you address those
challenges?
I would address those challenges
by actively seeking citizen input and
reading and replying to all emails. I
would also fight against hostile rezoning
of residential neighborhoods.

What can City Council do to
improve the lives of Round
Rock residents?
A few of the things that the City Council
could do to improve the lives of the
residents of the city of Round Rock
would be to focus on transportation
issues, [including] looking hard at a
future rail system and developing a
stronger transportation system for
citizens with special needs. [The city
also should focus on] street repair and
maintenance, and keeping our historic
downtown area a place where families
still feel at home.

Years lived in
city: 9 years
Top priorities: City growth,
transportation, economic development,
city safety, water resources, bond
funds and the tax rate

Years lived in
city: 20 years
Top priorities: Downtown
development, strategic management of
future growth, financial management

Why are you running for City
Council?

Why are you running for City
Council?

This is my hometown, and my parents
have always taught us to give back. I
cannot think of a better way to do that
than serving all citizens of Round Rock
as city councilman.

I am responding to a call to service
from my community. [Community
leaders] tell me my leadership
contributions are needed on the issues
we face. I know my passion for our
community is greater today than what it
was during my first term.

What qualifications would
you bring to the position?
I have owned and run a local small
business for the past 15 years. [This
taught me] critical skills that I have used
in helping to lead the city’s Planning &
Zoning and Ethics commissions, the
Round Rock Chamber of Commerce/
Economic Development Partnership
board, the CHASCO Family YMCA board,
the Round Rock Rotary Club, and the
Williamson County Texas A&M Club.

What qualifications would
you bring to the position?
I bring valuable and well-learned
lessons from three terms as a Round
Rock council member. I also bring large
organizational experience from working
in a highly competitive business
environment where strategic planning,
long-term visioning and broad impact
analysis are part of my daily work life.

What challenges does the city
of Round Rock face?

What challenges does the city
of Round Rock face?

I want to continue improving the quality
of life here in Round Rock. We have
to make sure we stay ahead of the
anticipated growth curve and address
the challenges of transportation, water
resources, utility infrastructure needs
as well as parks and cultural amenities.

Managing growth while maintaining
and improving the quality of life we
value in Round Rock is the overarching
challenge we face today and in the
future. We need to be searching for our
next Dell Inc., and we need to be more
thoughtful about how we populate our
downtown area.

How would you address those
challenges?
As we address the challenges that
rapid growth brings, we have to ensure
that everyone’s views are heard
and that our leaders seek the best
solutions, including public and private
partnerships.

What can City Council do to
improve the lives of Round
Rock residents?
Round Rock residents expect and
deserve a city that is safe, a city with
livable neighborhoods, and a city that
attracts new employers and a tax base
without overstressing our roads and
infrastructure. The City Council must
make sure [the recently approved
bonds] are used responsibly in order to
achieve what the voters expect.

How would you address those
challenges?
Our transportation, water and public
safety needs will require deep
prospective planning as we also create
new models for what a downtown
and an enhanced quality of life should
look like.

What can City Council do to
improve the lives of Round
Rock residents?
Strategic management of growth with
special attention to the impact on our
residents is critical during fast-growth
[periods]. Equally important is a solid
financial management policy wherein
we recognize and adapt to change in
revenue streams so we can minimize
the impact on our residents.

primary runoff
elections
IMPORTANT DATES
Last day to apply for ballot by mail
May 16
First day of in-person early voting
May 19
Last day of in-person early voting
May 23
Runoff election day
May 27

democratic party
candidates
United States Senator
David M. Alameel
Kesha Rogers

Commissioner of Agriculture
Jim Hogan
Richard “Kinky” Friedman

republican party
candidates
Lieutenant Governor
David Dewhurst
Dan Patrick

Attorney General
Dan Branch
Ken Paxton

Commissioner of Agriculture
Tommy Merritt
Sid Miller

Railroad Commissioner
Wayne Christian
Ryan Sitton

The general and special elections
included in this guide will be on
ballots in the communities covered
by Community Impact Newspaper’s
Round Rock/Pflugerville/Hutto
edition.
For more information and
follow-up on the elections, visit
impactnews.com/
vote-2014/vote-central-texas.
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CHARITY RESALE SHOP & BOUTIQUE

TREASURES

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664
“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture
resale store that is open to the public.
Revenue from sales supports the food
pantry and social service programs.
Donations of clothing, books, furniture, and
appliances are needed! For furniture pick
up, call 244-2431

Celebrating 25 Years of Service

Hours of Operation:
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday

introducing

MOBILE
SELFIES

DEPOSIT

Deposit your checks anywhere, anytime.

Round Rock Location
4420 Sunrise Road
512.733.7766

Expires 7/31/14

RPH

Expires 7/31/14

RPH

COMING SOON TO
1890 RANCH IN CEDAR PARK!
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Pflugerville
Pfamily
The average

Welcome to

Pflugerville

33.9

3.01

years old

People
per home

Pflugerville

Est.

2000

s
number

SOLD

$178,092

Live,work, play

1.96

Design by Jenny Tenbush

vehicles
per home

Between the 2000 and the 2010 Census, the city of Pflugerville’s population
increased by more than 108 percent. Today the city is estimated to contain
54,524 residents. Demographers predict the city will continue growing at an
annual rate of more than 15 percent and exceed 63,000 residents by 2019.
Demographic reports show the city is composed primarily of married couples, a
white-collar workforce and more than 15,000 children age 17 and younger.

$84,510

annual household income

Sources: Nielsen Solution Center, Texas Workforce Commission

Single male 2.61%
Single male, with children 3.63%

Although Pflugerville’s total workforce increased by more than
60 percent in the past decade, the city has not yet returned to its
pre-recession level of employment.

2005

Single female 6.16%

60%

Pflugerville youth

14%

10,000

Working
for the
weekend

residents

movement

6,000

13.8%

72.2%

employment

-40%

85+

55-64

35-44
45-54

25-34

15-24

0

0-4

2,000

5-14

65-74

4,000

White-collar

0

-20%

75-84

Almost three-quarters
of Pflugerville’s
workforce is classified
as white-collar
employees.

Service and Farm

20%

More than 37 percent
of Pflugerville’s
population is under
the age of 25.

8,000

e
c
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w

40%
percent change

Blue-collar

2013

year

80%

Single female, with children 11.1%

2012

Couple, no children 33.26%

2011

Couple with children 43.24%

Following the jobs
2010

Approximately 58 percent of Pflugerville households include children.

2009

Household structures

2008

|

2007

Compiled by JP Eichmiller

Lives in a 14-year-old house with a median value of $178,092

2006

by the
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age range

Road range

The average estimated travel time to work
for Pflugerville residents is 28.05 minutes.

5,386

Home s
Finance

Less than
15 minutes
15–29
minutes

11,311
$200,000-$499,999
$150,000-$199,999

less than
$25,000

$25,000-$49,999

$50,000-$99,999

$100,000-$149,999

10.81%

20.28%

37.31%

21.22%

More than 58 percent of Pflugerville households earn $50,000–$149,999 annually.

3.52%

6.59%

30–44
minutes

7,210
2,014
1,343

$500,000+

0.27%

45–59
minutes
60 minutes
or more

Pf
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CALENDAR
8 a.m. $80 (individual), $320 (team of four).
Forest Creek Golf Club, 99 Twin Ridge
Parkway, Round Rock. 512-797-3087. www.
golfdigestplanner.com/25446-ghmbc_classic

The art show features works by
Round Rock ISD staff on 5-inch-by-5inch canvases. Each piece is sold for $55,
and proceeds benefit scholarships for the
district’s graduating seniors. 5:30–7 p.m.
Free. ArtSpace, 231 E. Main St., Round
Rock. 512-689-2450. www.roundrockarts.org

01

through 03
‘The Chalk Garden’

Enid Bagnold’s play tells the story of Laurel,
a 16-year-old whose grandmother is on a
desperate search for a governess for her
granddaughter. When Miss Madrigal takes
the job, Laurel vows to drive her away. 8 p.m.
$13 (May 1), $15–$18 (May 2–3). Sam Bass
Community Theatre, 600 Lee. St.,
Round Rock. 512-244-0440.
www.sambasstheatre.org

02

‘A Musical Potpourri’

03

Courtesy City of Round Rock

The Round Rock Community Choir
presents a selection of songs from Broadway
and the British Isles as well as spiritual
songs. 7 p.m. $12 (general admission), $10
(age 60 and older), free (age 17 and younger).
Christian Life Center at Palm Valley Lutheran
Church, 2500 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round
Rock. 512-547-6302.
www.roundrockcommunitychoir.org

Muddy Miler and Round
Rock the Boat Regatta

Runners can start off the day with a
muddy adventure race and get dirty from
head to toe. The boat regatta pits boats
made from cardboard and tape in a race.
8:30–10:30 a.m. (Muddy Miler),
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. (regatta). Free to
attend both events, $25 to enter a boat
in the regatta. Old Settlers Park, 3300 E.
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-341-5292.
www.roundrockrecreation.com

03

Get Outdoors Hutto and Trail
Tracks 20/20 Final Mile

The event celebrates the final mile for
participants in the Trail Tracks 20/20 program
in combination with Get Outdoors Hutto,
a group that participates in bird watching,
archery, fishing, canoeing and other outdoor
activities. 8 a.m. (Final Mile), 9 a.m.–noon
(Get Outdoors). Free. Hutto Lake Park, 805
Estate Drive, Hutto. 512-759-4000.
www.huttotx.gov/pard

03

Good Hope Missionary Baptist
Church Golf Classic

The tournament benefits Good Hope
Missionary Baptist Church and H.O.P.E. Inc.
It includes a four-person scramble format
game, a box lunch and awards reception.

03

Raiderfest

03

Round Rock Dragon Spring
Spectacular Reverse Raffle

A 3-mile or 1.25-mile color run is
followed by a barbecue cookoff and festival
with live music and family activities. Proceeds
benefit Cedar Ridge High School’s Project
Graduation program. 8:30 a.m. (children’s fun
run), 9 a.m. (5K color run), 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
(activities), 11 a.m. (food served). $20 (run
for students April 21–May 2), $25 (run for
students on race day); $25 (run for adults
April 21–May 2), $30 (run for adults on race
day); $20 (entry into barbecue festival), $8
(per student plate at barbecue festival), $10
(per adult plate at barbecue festival). Cedar
Ridge High School, 2801 Gattis School Road,
Round Rock. www.crhsprojectgraduation.org

The annual event includes a reverse raffle
of 200 tickets in which the last ticket drawn
wins a $7,000 Visa gift card. The second
to last ticket wins a $2,000 Visa gift card,
and third to last wins a $1,000 Visa gift
card. Mulligans can be purchased in case a
participant’s ticket is drawn early. Each ticket
also includes dinner for two and beverages.
Attendees can also participate in a silent
auction throughout the evening. Proceeds
benefit the Round Rock High School football
program. 5:30–6:30 p.m. (registration), 6
p.m. (dinner), 7 p.m. (raffle). $150 (general
admission), $200 (general admission and one
mulligan). Old Settlers Association Main Hall,
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
www.rrhsfootball.net

03

Saints and Sinners
After Dark 5K

Runners can don glow and neon gear for
this run along Hutto city streets as live music
plays. Attendees can stay late for an after-run
party. Each registrant receives a T-shirt and
glow-in-the-dark item. A percentage of the
proceeds benefit the Sandbox at Madeline’s
Place, a Hutto-based nonprofit. Sunset.
$20 (age 15 and younger before April 29),
$25 (age 15 and younger on race day), $40
(adults before April 29), $50 (adults on race
day), $80 (family before April 29), $90 (family
on race day). Hutto High School Stadium,
500 FM 685, Hutto. 512-251-3777.
www.saintsandsinners5k.com

04

Round Rock Symphony
Chamber Series

Selections include Haydn’s “Trio in C Major,”
DaFalla’s “Suite Populaire Espagnole”
and DvoRák’s “Trio in E Minor, Dumky.”
4:30–6:30 p.m. $25 (general), $10 (students).
Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St.,
Georgetown. 512-639-0433.
www.roundrocksymphony.org

06

Picnic and play date

Children are invited to share a
picnic with friends and enjoy an afternoon
of snacks, activities and bounce houses.
3–4:30 p.m. Free. Little Village Park, 16802
Whitebrush Loop, Austin. 512-255-7871,
ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

MAY

16

through 18
Deutschen Pfest

The annual weekend-long event includes a 5K and kids K runs, a parade,
children’s games, shopping booths, live music, rides, a carnival and family activities.
Proceeds benefit city parks and recreation projects. Event starts at 5 p.m. May 16, activities
held at various times throughout the weekend. $5 (May 16 and 18), $7 (May 17); or purchase
a T-shirt for weekend-long admission, $12 (adults), $10 (child). Pfluger Park, 515 City Park
Road, Pflugerville. 512-990-6350. www.pflugervilletx.gov/dpfest

10

entertainment, barbecues and family
activities. Participants raise money to benefit
the March of Dimes’ mission to improve the
health of babies by preventing birth defects,
premature birth and infant mortality. 8 a.m.
Free. Old Settlers Park Lakeview Pavilion,
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-568-3443. www.marchforbabies.org

Run to Hear

Participants can chose to be timed,
but the event is a fun run. Joggers, walkers,
children and babies in strollers are also
invited. Medals are given to male and female
race winners in senior, adult and youth age
categories. After finishing the race, runners
can participate in after-run refreshments
and activities. Proceeds benefit Any Baby
Can’s Children’s Hearing Aid Texas Program
and the Dallas Hearing Foundation. 7 a.m.
(registration), 8 a.m. (race starts). $35.
Lake Pflugerville Park, 18216 Weiss Lane,
Pflugerville. www.runtohear.org

10

10

10

Central Texas Home and
Garden Show

The show features vendors offering products
and services; educational sessions and
demonstrations by regional gardening
experts throughout the day; and information
on home decor, gardening and remodeling.
Attendees can also participate in a farmers
market, food and activities for children. 9
a.m.–4 p.m. Free. The Co-op site, Hwy. 79
and Short Street, Hutto. 512-759-4029.
www.visithutto.com

Ants in Your Pants
5K and Kids K

Participants can run or walk the course
along Gilleland Creek. The 5K is chiptimed, and participants receive a T-shirt
and bag of goodies. Medals are awarded
for top kids K and 5K male and female
finishers in seven different age groups.
All 5K participants are also entered
into a free raffle. Proceeds benefit
Pflugerville Elementary School students
and staff through outdoor recreational
improvements and academic support.
8–11 a.m. $35 (5K), $15 (Kids K). Bohls
Park, 200 Immanuel Road, Pflugerville.
512-594-3800.
www.antsinyourpants5k.com

March for Babies

A 5K walk is followed by a day
of activities including food vendors,

Courtesy city of Pflugerville

5x5 Art Show

Courtesy Reckless Kelly Celebrity Softball Jam

01

Featured Event

Courtesy Ants in Your Pants 5K and Kids K

May

May

11

Reckless Kelly’s
Celebrity Softball Jam

The all-day event features a nine-inning
softball game featuring local celebrities
followed by a concert in center field.
This year’s scheduled performers
include host band Reckless Kelly, Uncle
Lucius, Whiskey Myers and Micky &
the Motorcars. A silent auction, washer
tournament and autograph booth are
also part of the event. Proceeds fund
the Reckless Kelly Charitable Youth
Foundation, which aids Little League
baseball in Central Texas. Donations of
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gently used sporting goods and baseball
equipment are also accepted. Noon
(gates open), 1 p.m. (game). $20 (adults),
free (children age 12 and younger). The
Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,
Round Rock. www.rkcsj.org

12

Round Rock Chamber Golf
Tournament

16

Night Out/Movies in the Park

Worth the trip

20

The events start with music, food,
games, water activities and highlights
programming held at BCMUD pools.
Attendees are invited to stay in the pool for
the kick-off of the summer Movies in the
Park series with a screening of “Frozen.”
6 p.m. Free. Cat Hollow Park and Pool, 8600
O’Connor Drive, Round Rock. 512-255-7871,
ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

The event was created in memory
of Kaden Smith, who died in 2010
after a nine-year battle with epilepsy.
Participants help raise money to find
a cure for epilepsy. The race is chiptimed, and prizes are given to teams and
top-finishing individuals. 8:30 a.m. $40
(adult chip timed), $35 (adult without chip
time), $30 (youth chip timed), $25 (youth
without chip time). Old Settlers Park
Lakeview Pavilion, 3300 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock. 210-653-5353.
www.epilepsyrun.com

17

Round Rock High School
Dragon Band Golf Tournament

24

through 25
Fiesta Amistad

Attendees can partake in food, games, arts
and crafts and entertainment. A car show
is held on Saturday. Proceeds benefit local
student scholarships. 11 a.m. (May 24), times
to be announced. $10, free (children age
12 and younger). Old Settlers Park Lakeview
Pavilion, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round
Rock. www.elamistadclub.org

Tee Up for Hearing

The charity golf tournament includes
18 holes of golf, a silent auction, lunch and
awards. Proceeds benefit Alison’s Hope for
Hearing, a nonprofit helping the hearingimpaired. 7 a.m. (registration), 8 a.m.
(shotgun start). $100 (per player), $350 (team
of four). Teravista Golf Club, 4333 Teravista
Club Drive, Round Rock.
www.alisonshopeforhearing.org

17

22

Golfers can help the Dragon Band earn
money to attend and perform in the 2015
Parade of Roses in Pasadena, Calif. The
tournament is a four-person scramble
format and includes prizes for longest drive,
straightest drive and closest to the pin. Fees
include range balls, lunch, a goodie bag and
raffle ticket. 8 a.m. $100 (per golfer). Star
Ranch Golf Club, 2500 FM 685, Hutto.
www.dragonbandboosters.com

Courtesy city of Round Rock

IM OK 5K/Walk and Fun Fest

City of Austin
Career Expo 2014

This year’s event is expected to feature
more than 100 employers. In 2013 the
event brought together 98 employers
and more than 3,000 job seekers. Prices
for businesses to have booths at the
expo range from $125–$3,500. Food
and drinks are available for purchase.
Noon–4:30 p.m. Free (job seekers).
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton
Springs Road, Austin.
www.austintexas.gov

The chamber event includes a raffle; lunch
and dinner; golf shirts; greens fees; a golf
cart; range balls; gifts; and closest-to-thepin, longest drive, hole-in-one and putting
contests. Mulligans can also be purchased.
Noon–7 p.m. $150 (per person), $550–$800
(team of four). Teravista Golf Club, 4333
Teravista Club Drive, Round Rock.
512-255-5805. www.roundrockchamber.org

17
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Golden Hat Walk for Autism

The event features a parade,
costume contest, live music, food, activities,
games and a resource fair for those with
autism and their supporters. Proceeds fund
initiatives to raise awareness autism and
provide post–high school living campuses
for people with autism. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. $25
(general registration), free (children age 12
and younger and those with autism). The Dell
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round
Rock. www.goldenhatfoundation.org

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Round Rock,
Pflugerville and Hutto events at
impactnews.com/rph-calendar.
To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and
Hutto events considered for the print
edition, they must be submitted by
the second Friday of the month prior
to the month they take place.
Sponsored by

23
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No Season has to be Allergy
Season

ATTENTION HOT CHECK THIEVES
WILLIAMSON COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT IS LOOKING FOR YOU!

WANTED: FOR THEFT
Williamson County Attorney’s Hot Check Warrant Roundup 2014

Alejandro Cantu
08-06199-3

Courtney Bishop
13-00508-2

Louis Wayne Green
05-7275-2

Michael G. Miller
13-02797-2

Roger Rogelio Villarreal, Jr.
12-08516-2

LAW ENFORCEMENT IS PREPARING TO MAKE MULTIPLE ARRESTS!
Contact the County Attorney’s Office BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE.
For details on how to resolve your warrant call (512) 943-1138. If you have information regarding a suspect(s)
call Williamson County Crime Stoppers at 1-800-253-7867 or visit the website at www.wilcocrimetips.org.
If information you provide leads to the arrest of the suspect(s) in these cases, you could be eligible for a reward of
up to $ 2,000.00.

Dr. Neha Reshamwala

The Williamson County Attorney’s Office, with the assistance of Williamson County Law Enforcement Agencies,
will be executing a hot check raid starting Tuesday, April 29th. Arrest warrants will be executed throughout the
State of Texas for thefts committed with a hot check. During the week of April 29th, anyone paying their hot check
restitution will receive leniency, and avoid a trip to the county jail for their Williamson County hot check warrants.
Check restitution may be paid during regular office hours 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the County Attorney’s Hot
Check Criminal Prosecution Unit and Restitution Center located on the first floor of the Williamson Justice Center
at 405 Martin Luther King Blvd., Georgetown, Texas. For convenience, the County Attorney’s office, in partnership
with local Chambers of Commerce, will have satellite locations to receive restitution. For further information, call
512-943-1138.

Specializing in allergy and asthma
testing diagnosis and treatment
for adults and children

Serving Round Rock at
100 East Main Street, Ste 101
Round Rock, Texas 78664
Call today for an appointment

SATELLITE PAYMENT LOCATIONS AND TIMES
TUESDAY, APRIL 29TH
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30TH THURSDAY, MAY 1ST
FRIDAY, MAY 2ND SATURDAY, MAY 3RD
4:30 PM – 9:00 PM
4:30 PM – 9:00 PM
11:00 AM – 4:30 PM
4:00 PM – 9:00 PM
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
GEORGETOWN CHAMBER OF LEANDER CHAMBER OF ROUND ROCK CHAMBER TAYLOR CHAMBER OF LEANDER CHAMBER
COMMERCE
COMMERCE
OF COMMERCE
COMMERCE
OF COMMERCE
1 CHAMBER WAY
100 N. BRUSHY
212 E MAIN ST
1519 N. MAIN STREET
100 N. BRUSHY
GEORGETOWN, TEXAS
LEANDER, TEXAS
ROUND ROCK, TEXAS
TAYLOR, TEXAS
LEANDER, TEXAS
This information was accurate as of APRIL 7, 2014. All persons are presumed innocent until proven guilty.

!

512-732-2774

69

$
Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

SUMMER TUNE-UP
SPECIAL
Stay comfortable all season long!

Now’s the
time for a new
and energy
efficient
American
Standard
HVAC
system!

CONVENIENT
ACCESSIBLE
AFFORDABLE
DEBUNK THE MYTH THAT VARICOSE VEINS ARE JUST COSMETIC.
VISIT BUNKER VEIN AND IMAGING CENTER TO HAVE
BEAUTIFUL AND HEALTHY LEGS THIS SUMMER.

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED!

WESTLAKE LOCATION
2712 BEE CAVES ROAD
SUITE 122 • AUSTIN 78746

REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A

FREE SCREENING!

(512) 726-0599

ROUND ROCK LOCATION–NEW!
301 HESTER’S CROSSING
SUITE 120 • ROUND ROCK 78681

BUNKERVEINS.COM

sing Rd.
Cros
er’s
Hest

35

TACLA018059C

45

TOLL

La Frontera Blvd.

512-255-6525

www.expertserviceco.com
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Business

TrackingPoint

High-tech rifles catching fire in gun market
With a Wi-Fi server built in, the
scope screen—with all the trappings of
a smartphone display—can be linked
with a mobile device. For example, a
father might coach his son by looking at
an identical image of what is seen on the
son’s scope through his iPhone.
The scope records what the shooter
sees, and the video can be downloaded for
viewing later, Lupher said. Users can even
upload the video to social networking
sites such as Facebook.
But these firearms may not be as pervasive in the gun world as smartphones
are in the phone world. The pricepoints
for TrackingPoint’s AR series range from
$9,950 to about $27,500, Lupher said, adding owners of the company’s guns tend to
have a large amount of disposable income.
Lupher said the guns also have the
potential for military applications.
Putting the smart rifles in the hands of
soldiers would make militaries more
effective and cut down on training costs,
he said.
Military interest in the high-tech
weaponry includes the U.S. as well as the
British and Canadian militaries, who may

TrackingPoint’s rifle scopes allow users to share views with smartphones and tablets.

well be the first to get their hands on the
equipment, Lupher said. He said the U.S.
military is assessing the effectiveness of
TrackingPoint’s rifles against that of its
sniper training.
Even as its clientele tends to come from
a high-income bracket, TrackingPoint
may evolve to a point where its products
will be affordable for most people as prices
go down, Lupher said.
“People who are aspiring to own the
product now [but can’t afford it] could at
some time in the foreseeable future be able
to obtain something like this,” he said.

TrackingP int’s Products

Photos courtesy TrackingPoint

Courtesy TrackingPoint

T

he term “smart gun” usually
describes a firearm equipped with
technology to identify its owner
and keep it from being fired by anyone else.
But Pflugerville-based TrackingPoint’s
line of smart-scope rifles offers something
quite different. The selling point of the
company’s rifles is that their precisionguided technology allows an everyman to
become a marksman.
The company’s target-tracking technology, which CEO John Lupher said is the
first of its kind in the gun industry, allows
users to home in on a target as far as 1,200
yards away by clicking a button near the
trigger, which then locks the gun in so
that it cannot be fired unless it is correctly
aimed at the target.
“Expert marksmen who are highly
trained have achieved this level of accuracy
at competition levels,” Lupher said. “But we
can take the mainstream shooter and bring
him up to a competition-grade marksman
in just a few seconds of training.”
TrackingPoint’s rifles also earn the
buzz-worthy distinction of being “smart”
because they employ a social media
aspect, Lupher said.

JJ Velasquez

By JJ Velasquez

TrackingPoint CEO John Lupher said the company
is hoping to make its products more affordable.

TrackingPoint
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Price: Starting at $9,995

Price: Starting at $22,500

Description: The semi-automatic rifles,
which include the TP AR 300 BLK and TP AR
556, are the most accurate on the market,
according to TrackingPoint’s website.

Description: This series of hunting rifles
comes in a camouflage shell. It has a highperformance, long-distance cartridge fit for
hunting moose, elk and other game, according
to TrackingPoint’s website.

Description: As long-range hunting rifles
boasting accuracy from as far as 1,200
yards away, the XS Series comprises both
the largest and longest-range firearms in
TrackingPoint’s catalog.
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3813 Helios Way, Ste. 290
512-220-0500
www.tracking-point.com
Hours: By appointment only

USE THIS LOAN FOR ANYTHING

No Home Equity Needed!
u
u
u
u

No Home equity Needed
Loan Funds up to $50,000
Funds deposited in oNe business day
Use it for aNytHiNG!

2014Q2_express_CIstrip_RRPFH_v2.indd 1

The NEW Amplify Homeowner Express Loan1 gives you a
fast, flexible, low-rate solution! Use your loan funds for
home improvement, paying off high-interest debt, large-ticket
purchases, travel! This is the loan you’ve been waiting for!

aPPLy NoW:
goamplify.com/loanexpress

888-577-7554

1. Loan subject to credit approval. Homeownership and Amplify membership required; additional restrictions, limitations
and exclusions may apply; please contact
an Amplify representative for further details.
All Amplify loan programs, rates, terms and
conditions are subject to change at any time
without notice. Federally insured by NCUA.

4/21/14 3:54 PM
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ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT
Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:
• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Evaluation and treatment of joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Alternative and complementary treatments for painful arthritis

12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989

www.capitalcityor tho.com

“You Wash”
starting at

$10

MASSAGE
STYLISTS
MANICURISTS
ESTHETICIANS

NOW OPEN
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Hours Monday-Saturday 10-7
2509 W. Pecan Street, Pflugerville, TX

C e l eb rat e

Expires July 1, 2014

(512) 202-3833
www.cleancanine.net

1 1 4 Ye a r s w i t h

Citizens National Bank

Where earning a high rate of
Interest on your money
is as easy as

Board Certified in
Orthopaedic Surgery

Offering Private Studio Suites • High End Finishes
Fully Furnished • Paid Utilities
High Visibility, Convenient Location
Security • Abundant Parking
Available suites will go quickly!
Don’t wait!

´<RXKDYHDWDOHQWDQGDELOLW\WRPRYH
IRUZDUGZLWKDQRSSRUWXQLW\RI DOLIHWLPH
\RXGRQ·WQHHGWRZDLWDQ\ORQJHUµ

$10 OFF
your dog’s first
grooming!

Specialty Trained
in Joint Replacement

LEASING SPECIAL: 4 WEEKS FREE!

We also offer
Professional
Grooming!
Use our tubs and grooming tables, our products and
supplies, our dryers and towels and we clean up the mess!

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.

NOW OPEN

Stone Hill Town Center
1513 Stone Hill Dr.
Pflugerville

CONTACT JULIE
TODAY AND FIND
YOUR DREAM NOW!
University Oaks
201 University Oaks Blvd.
Round Rock (by IKEA)

512-221-3745
or visit us at www.thesalonsat.com

JOIN US

THIS WEEKEND

1–2–3

Contact us today about our
23 Month Certificate of Deposit
1.23% APY*
VISIT ONE OF OUR CLOSEST LOCATIONS:
ROUND ROCK
201 W. Palm Valley Blvd
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-218-5100

PFLUGERVILLE
601 FM 685
Pflugerville, TX 78660
512-670-1200

**APY = Annual Percentage Yield. **Available on new money of $20,000.00 up to $100,000.00. Last day to
purchase this Certificate of Deposit will be May 30, 2014. Valid at all CNB locations. Penalty may be imposed for
early withdrawal. Upon maturity, the 23 month Certificate rate and term will rollover to the published 24-month
certificate of deposit rate and terms at the time of rollover. Rate and offer subject to change without notice. Ask a
representative for more details.

EXCITING WORSHIP • POWERFUL MESSAGE
FUN ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS & YOUTH
Westinghouse Campus 1202 Rabbit Hill Rd., Georgetown 78626
Saturdays: 5:00pm
Sundays: 9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm, Young Adults: 7:00pm
En Español: 12:30pm
www.celebrationchurchtx.com
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HomeField Grill

Sports-themed restaurant revamps menu

H

omeField Grill in Round
Rock has retooled its operations in recent months—its
menu included—and the restaurant has
brought in a chef who cut his culinary
teeth at a Wolfgang Puck–owned restaurant in Hollywood.
Chef Gary Beauregard began working
at the sports-themed bar and grill Dec.
20 and has since revamped and added
items to the menu.
“[The] chef has really been lighting in
a bottle for our organization,” said Greg
Johnson, marketing director for the restaurant. “The little changes have been so
positively received by the community.”
Beauregard said he has taken a flavorforward approach with a keen attention
to quality. With a culinary background in
Southern Mediterranean cuisine,
the chef has the restaurant using fresh
herbs in its offerings such as the new
grilled sausage and pepper penne pasta.
HomeField Grill has left much of what
it was previously offering with its burgers untouched, but a new offering is the
Bleu Burger, which includes bleu cheese
mixed into the patty as well as bacon
and grilled onions on a sourdough bun.
“I think it’s imperative that we have
excellent burgers,” Beauregard said.
“That’s really one of the cornerstones of
our menu.”
No longer featured on the menu is the
contrarian Veggie-Bacon Burger. In its
place, the chef created a proper black
bean–based veggie burger without any
ironic meat toppings.
Craft beer is also an emphasis of the

restaurant’s renaissance. HomeField Grill
has 25 craft brews on tap, many of them
locally made, Johnson said.
Beginning April 26, the restaurant will
host Beer 101 in conjunction with nextdoor neighbor Flix Brewhouse. Different
tapas selections from the restaurant will
be paired with a craft beer. For example,
one of the pairings is Hoegaarden,
a wheat beer usually garnished with
orange peels, with a citrus-glazed New
York Strip Steak. Johnson said the
event is part of the organization’s aim
to become “not just a restaurant, but a
resource.”
Director of food experience—the position created for Beauregard’s introduction to Flix Entertainment Group, the
organization that owns HomeField Grill
as well as Flix Brewhouse—entails directing the kitchen staff and operations.
Beauregard said he has noticed a boost in
morale among the cooks because of the
heightened attention to quality.
Flix Entertainment will have a celebration May 13 to formally present Beauregard to the community.
Not only has HomeField Grill heard
positive feedback from customers, but
the restaurant has also noticed an uptick
in its Yelp rating. Prior to implementing the menu changes, the restaurant
received mostly one- and two-star ratings on a scale of five stars, Beauregard
said. In recent months, cyber reviewers
have given it four and five stars.
“People are noticing the focus we are
putting on food quality and not just
phoning it in,” he said.
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2000 S. I-35, Round Rock
512-388-4663
www.homefieldgrill.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 4–11 p.m., Fri. 4 p.m.–midnight,
Sat. 11–1 a.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–11 p.m.

Courtesy HomeField Grill

By JJ Velasquez

Since taking over the kitchen in December, chef Gary Beauregard has revamped HomeField Grill’s menu.

1 HomeField Grill features more than 25 craft
beers on tap.
2 Flatbread entrees include the BBQ chicken
($10.95), topped with barbecue sauce, chicken,
cheese, red onion and cilantro.

1

3 Appetizers include the Three Little Pigs
($9.95), featuring pork and bacon sliders topped
with jicama slaw and served on sweet rolls.

2

3
Bleu Burger
Patty is mixed with bleu cheese and topped
with bacon and grilled onions on a sourdough
bun ($9.95)

New and tweaked menu items
Grilled sausage and pepper penne pasta
Wood-grilled, sweet Italian sausage, sweet
peppers and mushrooms in a Marsalamarinara sauce over penne with shaved
Parmesan cheese, served with a side salad
and garlic toast ($12.95)
New York strip steak
12-ounce certified Black Angus, USDAchoice, hand-cut and grilled to order, brushed
with garlic-herb butter and served with
Yukon gold garlic mashed potatoes and fresh
seasonal vegetables ($19.95)

NO
W EN

Cedar-planked salmon
Filet or fresh salmon grilled on a cedar plank
and topped with a mild sweet chili glaze
accompanied by roasted herb potatoes and
fresh seasonal vegetables ($15.95)
Grandma’s Apple Crisp
Cinnamon-caramelized Granny Smith apples
under a crisp and crunchy brown sugar
topping ($4.95)

G
ROLL IN

FALL

2014
2YR - 5YR
512-255-9568

1004 N. Mays St. • Round Rock, TX 78664 • FUMC-RR.org
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EVERYTHING’S

BIGGER IN TENNIS
INAUGURAL SEASON
HOME MATCHES:
JULY 8, 9, 11, 12,
14, 18, AND 19

Photo: Fred & Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

All home matches played at the
state-of-the-art, climate-controlled
Cedar Park Center
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2014 MARQUEE PLAYERS: ANDY RODDICK & MARION BARTOLI
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PROPERTY GROUP

Dr. Parekh

BRUSH 32 SMILE PROFILE

Brush 32 is proud to welcome Dr. Seema Parekh, DDS, to our team. Working in
both our Cedar Park and Round Rock clinics, Dr. Parekh provides gentle care for
children and adults. She is certified for Invisalign‰ as well as for Sedation Dentistry.
HONORS & MEMBERSHIPS
• Doctorate of Dental Surgery degree from the University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor

• Post doctorate at the University of Texas Health Science
Center Dental Branch in Houston in Advanced Education
in General Dentistry

• American Dental Association
• Texas Dental Association
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• Certified in Sedation Dentistry
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DENTISTS: DR. STELLA, DR. TATYANA. DR. PAREKH

CEDAR PARK 1201 North Bell Blvd, facing Walmart

IN-NETWORK PRICING WITH MOST PPO PLANS

ROUND ROCK 110 North IH-35, Suite 380,
in the Sprouts shopping center

(512) 462-3232
www.brush32.com

We take Care Credit and accept most insurance plans.

Check out our online reviews

FULL-SERVICE DENTISTRY AND COSMETIC PROCEDURES
MODERN, HIGH TECH ENVIRONMENT WITH A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
LA DOCTORA HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Jarred Thomas

Williamson County Office of Emergency
Management coordinator
By Audrey Spencer

What does the OEM do for
Williamson County?
We have one overarching plan, which is
our emergency management plan, and we
have 22 functional [sections] that touch
on specific topics or areas of concern
[such as] fire, terrorism, evacuation [and]
public health. I don’t fight fire. I’m not a
paramedic. I’m not a police officer. We
coordinate and work with all of those
entities to come up with plans that will
work with one another.
Emergency management really is that
conduit that brings all of those pieces
together to be able to manage a significant
disaster. We don’t deal with everyday
wrecks. We deal with your not-normal
or your very large-scale incidents where
you need all of those groups or agencies
participating together.
What we do is facilitate the application of the plans. A lot of what we do is
resource allocation and management.
What are your responsibilities as
coordinator?
We help individuals try to recover from
disaster, or we look for funding or ways
to recover for the public infrastructure
side. If we were to have a presidentially
declared disaster, then we would be
working on the recovery piece of that as
well. A lot of it is identifying projects and
working with all of those other groups to
facilitate the recovery process.

It’s a lot of planning, a lot of training and
a lot of coordination. We work with our
counterparts within the county, and then
we work with our counterparts regionally.
We have a very strong regional partnership
with all the emergency management agencies within the 10-county region.
What are some examples of how the
OEM has helped the county?
One of the smaller jurisdictions had a
water failure. They needed assistance in
trying to figure out how they were going
to provide potable water to their city during this event.
It’s really about being able to bring
whatever resources are needed to that
local jurisdiction. The county wasn’t
responsible for paying for their issue. We
weren’t paying for the water to be hauled
in. All we did was facilitate the water
being trucked in.
We are in the process of obtaining
grant funds for a large hazard mitigation
project for the regional park. There’s a low
water crossing there. We want to mitigate,
or get rid of, the low water crossing. To get
rid of it we have to build a bridge or put
up barricades.
The hazard mitigation plan we’re [also]
working on now is for fire fuel reduction
to help guard against wildfires that would
either come into the park, or if it were
started in the park, help keep it from getting out of the park.

Audrey Spencer

Jarred Thomas has served as coordinator of the Williamson County Office of Emergency
Management, or OEM, since its inception in October 2008. The office serves cities and
jurisdictions in the county that do not have their own emergency management plans by
coordinating and planning for large-scale incidents, such as hazardous material spills,
floods or icy roads. It also assists fire departments and paramedics in resource allocation in events such as forest fires and housing hurricane evacuees by providing support
mechanisms to incident commanders to help manage situations.

ESOC and seasonal threats
The Office of Emergency Management
is one of several offices housed in the
Williamson County Emergency Services
Operations Center, which opened at 911
Tracy Chambers Lane in Georgetown in
August 2012.
Parts of the sheriff’s office, the Hazardous
Materials Response Team, Williamson
Counties and Cities Health offices and the
county’s emergency communications center
are based in the building.

How did you get involved in
emergency management?
I actually transferred over to this position from [emergency medical services]
in 2008. I left there as a shift commander
and paramedic. I came over here when
the county started this department. Until
2008, there was not an office of emergency
management.
Before that, I did work in industrial
safety and emergency preparedness
for hospitals and for Dell [Inc.]. I did
safety and a lot of emergency preparedness stuff, which was kind of a segue
into when I was working for EMS. We
did a lot of the emergency management
planning even when I was working as a
paramedic. It was kind of just a natural

Why Visit Us?
• Same-Day Appointments
Available
• Sedation Dentistry
• Most Insurances Accepted
including TX Medicaid & CHIP
• Infant Oral Exams
• iPad Stations
• No Cavity Club
• TVs in Treatment Rooms
• Parents Welcome in
Treatment Rooms
• Friendly, Caring Team

69

$

All offices work year-round to manage
threats to public health and safety,
Emergency Management Coordinator Jarred
Thomas said. While wildfires are a yearround threat, others are seasonal:
• Winter Ice on roadways
• Spring Severe weather such as thunderstorms and tornadoes
• Summer Fires, if conditions are dry, and
hurricanes, which can cause heavy rains or
require coordinating housing for evacuees
from coastal areas
• Fall Flooding

progression to where I’m at today.
At what point in a disaster does the
OEM get involved?
For the ice storms, because it is a countywide event to begin with, we get involved
right from the beginning because it’s
going to take countywide coordination to
resource [it]. Say for a wildfire or something,
we may get notified, but as far as becoming
active or activating the emergency operations center and calling folks, it’s going to
have to [be] significant. … If it’s going to
stretch beyond eight or 10 hours, you’re
looking for logistics to help feed and water
the responders. If there are any significant
evacuations or sheltering operations, then
we’re going to get involved in that.

Round Rock
7215 Wyoming Spring
Suite 300A
Round Rock, TX 78681

M. Ali Khan MD

Austin
801 W. 38th St.
Suite 400
Austin, TX 78705

409 West Front Street Suite 250 Hutto, TX 78634

512-642-6109 | www.littlehipposdentistry.com
Dr. Aluru, DMD | Hours: Mon - Fri & Sat by appointment

EXAM, CLEANING,
& TWO X-RAYS
New patients only. Call for details.
Expires 6/1/14.

FREE

EXAM & CLEANING FOR
CHILDREN UNDER 2
New patients only. Call for details.
Expires 6/1/14.

Always see a physician!

Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options

Board certified in Anesthesiology
& Pain Medicine

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190
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Karen Daly
Hutto city manager
By Korri Kezar

What attracted you to this career?
I was doing an internship and had a
permanent job at the [North Central
Texas] Council of Governments. … [The
council] was working with census data
and grants, and I asked if I could work
with that. I ended up working on water
and sewer grants for small cities and
thought, ‘I get this; I can do this.’ Then I
started looking at city government and
thinking, ‘This is pretty cool, too.’ You
still get to help people; you get to provide
a positive benefit, but it’s a different stage.

Why did you decide to work
in Hutto?
I got a call from the [recruitment firm],
and I said, ‘Let me come see the community. I haven’t been to Hutto in a few
years, and I know it’s been growing.’
My family and I drove out one Sunday
and said, ‘This looks like a really fun place.’
We loved the hippos. I decided this
city was a challenge. I love the vision the
[city] council has set, that they know
what they want. No one is arguing about
where we want to go, so I consider my
job is to get us there. ... Everyone is very
positive and very proud of being in
Hutto, whether they have lived here for a
month or 20 years.
What is your first order of business?
My first order is to get to know the
[city’s] employees, to be able to successfully know everyone here and know what
everyone does and all the pieces and
parts. I’ve said the first month is very
internal. The second month is external,
making sure I have met everybody I need
to meet in the community, all the governmental entities and nonprofits. After

Get the scoop...
Take classes that cost 74% less
than other area colleges.

those two months, I’ve promised the City
Council an assessment with ideas of what
I think I should concentrate on. Then
they’ll get back to me on what they think
is the best of all of those choices.
What do you think will be your
biggest challenge as city manager?
Right now [what the city is facing] is
very similar to what the school district
faces, which is we know growth is coming—we’re planning for growth, but paying for growth is a challenge. You have to
put the water, sewer and roads in ahead,
and there’s no revenue stream for that.
Where do you see Hutto in 10 years?
In 10 years I see Hutto as a beautiful,
sustainable community where residents
are proud of their city and the quality of
life that we offer. Hutto will be innovative and will have positive partnerships
throughout the community. For those of
us who were here in 2014, we will be able
to look back and say that we made decisions and grew this city with our future
generations in mind.

Korri Kezar

H

utto City Manager Karen Daly
joined the city’s staff March 2,
replacing former City Manager
David Mitchell.
Daly has several years of city management experience and has both a bachelor’s
degree and a master’s degree in social
work and an additional master’s degree in
urban affairs, all from the University of
Texas at Arlington. Her work experience
includes time as city manager of Greenville, assistant city manager in Sugar Land
and work with the North Central Texas
Council of Governments.

Personnel file
• Former assistant city manager for the city
of Sugar Land
• Received three degrees, one bachelor’s
and two master’s, from the University of
Texas at Arlington
• Is married to husband Steve and has two
daughters, Emma, and Clair; Clair is a
sophomore at St. Edwards University
in Austin
• Enjoys playing soccer and is on a team
in Round Rock’s women’s soccer league;
also roots for the U.S. women’s national
soccer team

The Office of Dr. Oscar A. Tamez, M.D.

Are You or Your Children
Suffering From?
• Nasal Pressure & Congestion
• Recurrent Sinus Infections
& Allergies
• Neck Pain & Chronic headaches

• Snoring & Restless Sleep
• Chronic Fatigue & Tiredness
• Hearing Loss & ringing in ears
• Dizziness & Vertigo

Dr. Tamez can improve your
quality of life and health.
austincc.edu/summer
Start Here. Get There.
Austin Community College
Summer Reg. (HS)
Community Impact
4.9167 x 2.94, cmyk
Runs: April, 2014

“Your Family’s Ear, Nose
and Throat Specialist”

Se habla español

512-255-8070 | www.tejas-ent.com
2300 Round Rock Ave., Suite 203 | Round Rock, TX 78681
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Paloma Lake in Round Rock

HURRY!
{ Limited Homesites Left }

• Current phase almost sold out! From the $260s-$320s
• New Phase selling SOON! New Designs!
• All designed for the way you really live today
• Get the news first! Sign up for our
V.I.P. list at mihomes.com/Austin
Georgetown

Parkside at
Mayﬁeld Ranch

35

Highlands at
Mayﬁeld Ranch

Caballo
Ranch

1431

Paloma Lake

Cedar Park
183

GET MORE in all of
our communities
call 512.253.7339
to see how!
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MAKING BEAUTIFUL SMILES AFFORDABLE
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Austin

Whether you or your child is seeking traditional braces or Invisalign,
our state-of-the-art facility is designed to make your customized
treatment as time-efficient, effective, and comfortable as possible.

shop goodwill.

We offer a complimentary consultation & flexible scheduling options.

DR. FARRAH AGAHI

GOODWILLCENTRALTEXAS.ORG

150 WEST PALM VALLEY BLVD.
ROUND ROCK, TEXAS 78664
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shop
smart.

DR. CHRIS STANSBURY
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Tim League

Founder and CEO, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
A career in the movie business was not originally in the cards for Tim League, founder
and CEO of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema.
Before starting the Austin-based movie theater chain, League attended Rice University,
where he graduated in 1992 with degrees in mechanical engineering and art history. His
engineering career started and ended with a two-year stint at Shell Oil in Bakersfield,
Calif., the same city where he eventually opened his first movie theater.
The short-lived Tejon theater closed in 1995, at which point League and his wife, Karrie, packed up and moved to Austin to start Alamo Drafthouse. The initial start was not
without risk, as the couple cobbled together $250,000 in startup money, part of which
came from their parents. In addition to Alamo Drafthouse, League is also the co-founder
of Fantastic Fest, the largest genre film festival in the United States. He also operates a
new distribution venture called Drafthouse Films, which helped distribute the Oscarnominated documentary “The Act of Killing,” among other movies.
How did you start the Alamo
Drafthouse venture?
That goes back to Bakersfield. I was
working for Shell Oil as an engineer, and I
knew pretty quickly—my first day on the
job, honestly—that this was something of
a mistake. I shouldn’t have done this. … So
I started with an exit strategy in mind. On
my way to work, there was an abandoned
movie theater, and one day there was a
‘For lease’ sign on the movie theater. It
had never crossed my mind that one could
just lease a movie theater and get in the
business of showing movies. A week later, I
signed the lease. This was just an impulsive
decision—I was 23 years old and thought I
knew everything. It was quite the opposite.
I didn’t know anything about business. So
we took sort of a crash-course MBA for
those two years.
Did you have doubts about running a
movie theater?
We knew if we got a better location, we
knew in our hearts what we were trying to
do there we could do successfully somewhere else like Austin.
How did the dining experience while
watching a movie come about?
There was a theater in Portland [Ore.]
that did beer and food service in the
theater, and we really liked it. … So, yeah
we completely blatantly ripped it off from
another theater.

Why do you think the cinema eatery
concept has been so popular?
Traditional movie concessions work for
a certain group—sometimes you want a
Coke and a popcorn. But our audience is a
little older just by the nature of what we do,
and so it’s a great date experience where
you can compress eating and going to a
movie into two hours and minimize the
babysitting time.
How did you start the whole concept
of making themed nights in which
the food reflects the movie?
I think that just comes with me being a
movie fan, and I like to throw events and
parties. So it just seemed a natural fit. ...
The idea of making the experience special
and offering people something they can’t
get anywhere else was very early on part of
our marketing strategy to build loyalty.
How have home entertainment
options affected business?
I don’t think it does. People have been
forecasting the demise of the cinema
industry since television was invented. The
reality is, when you think about it, say on
a Friday or Saturday night, there is really
only one decision you make: Are you going
to stay home, or are you going to go out?
We compete against going-out options, so
we compete with bowling, roller skating,
going to a bar—not so much roller skating.
Those damn roller skaters. I think that’s

Annie Drabicky

By Joe Lanane

Tim League, founder of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, was an engineer before starting the movie theater company.

true of the ’50s, and I think that’s true of
today.
How have some of these similar
concept ideas affected your
business?
I don’t have a problem with it. I already
said I’m a notorious sampler of ideas
myself, so I think having more quality
offerings just kind of raises the profile of
people wanting to go out to the cinema. I
also think it’s healthy to have competition
to keep us on our toes and make sure we’re
trying to stay ahead of everybody.
As CEO, what do you do?
There’s no real set day. We have other
companies that are not just brick-and-mortar theaters. We’re acquiring and distributing films, and it’s almost like that’s a startup.
It’s a five-person team that should be a
20-person team, so I work a lot on that. But
when it comes to the theater itself, I see my
primary job as just making sure we don’t
lose track of who we are. We’re expanding.
We opened eight theaters last year—we only
have 18 theaters—so we that’s doubling our
size last year. So when you do that, there’s
challenges with growth to make sure what
we’re offering doesn’t get diluted and doesn’t
turn something that was once great into
something awful or mediocre.
What was your favorite Alamo
event?
When we closed down our original

location ... we decided to do a smokingmandatory show for “Breathless.” JeanPaul Belmondo in the movie is always
smoking. There’s never a scene where
he’s not smoking a cigarette—it’s like a
smoker’s dream movie. All the staff that
was working were smokers, so it was kind
of an insane wall of smoke. I wasn’t a
smoker, but I bought a pack of cigarettes,
and I smoked all throughout this movie.
It felt dangerous and it felt good in a way.
I remember the light from the projector.
When there’s 200 people all smoking, it’s
so beautiful, and with a black-and-white
movie on the screen, I thought the theater
looked at its best. And then we shut it
down the next day. It smelled really bad.
How did the decision work out to
relocate Fantastic Fest?
Well, it wasn’t really my decision. There
was a 60-foot gaping hole where our
theater used to be, so you can’t really do
a festival there, so we just worked with
what we had. It turned out great, actually.
What we found at South Lamar, we would
lose people sometimes to go have fun in
Austin. But by putting it up in Lakeline, it
created an even better community experience because everyone knew everyone. I
really liked it up there because by the end
of the eight days, it felt like everybody was
way more a part of what we were trying
to do.

More is better!
Get more out of college than a piece of paper.

Residential & Commercial Electrical Service
24-HOUR EMERGENCY AVAILABILITY
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

Michael Tunks, TECL 30081

Over 15 years experience
Free Estimates 512-255-6060 • www.metropowertx.com

On average, a year after graduation, students
with two-year technical degrees have first-year
median earnings of more than $50,000,
just over $11,000 more than graduates of
bachelor’s degree programs across the state.*
* collegemeasures.org
TSTC @ the East Williamson Higher Education Center-Hutto

Find out how you can get more at
www.waco.tstc.edu/ewchec
or call (512) 759-5900!
Technology focused. Career driven.

Paid for by Carl Perkins Funds.

Texas State
Technical College
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BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
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Call for more information or to schedule an assessment.
ADHD • LEARNING DISABILITIES • PROCESSING DISORDERS • ASPERGER’S
EXECUTIVE FUNCTION DISORDERS • GIFTED & TALENTED STUDENTS • NON-TRADITIONAL LEARNERS

Cleaning Completed By 5/31/14
Promo Code: OUTSIDE
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Nonprofit

Footprints

Local program assists
grieving children
By Gene Davis

“We know there is a need, and we want
to step up to fill it.”
–Laurence Terrell, Footprints organizer

Terrell said achieving nonprofit status would allow
Footprints to reach a broader community. Terrell and
the other Footprints volunteers are considering holding
sessions in locations in addition to FUMC Round Rock.
“We started off slow because we didn’t want to take
[Footprints] as fast as it could have gone until we are
totally ready,” Terrell said.
Today Footprints utilizes a team of 31 trained volunteers to support its programs. A Footprints session consists of 10 weekly classes. The classes feature structured
hands-on activities designed to help a grieving child
work through his or her emotions, Terrell said.
“Sometimes they won’t understand why they are mad
or afraid or scared or understand that it’s okay to be
scared or angry at times,” Footprints Vice President
of Marketing Kent Brenneman said. “The question is
how do you deal with those emotions, and some of the
activities we use give them a chance to express that
anger in a positive way.”
While many of Footprints’ activities were developed
by mental health professionals and licensed professional
counselors, Terrell stressed that Footprints does not provide counseling or therapy services. The organization is
more akin to a vacation Bible school format, he said.

Photos by Gene Davis

B

ased around the motto of “You Are Not Alone,”
Footprints, a Round Rock–based program, aims
to help children in times of grief.
After filing for nonprofit status April 25, Footprints
founder Laurence Terrell said he hopes the program
will soon expand its reach and help more children who
are experiencing a crisis in their life.
“We know there is a need, and we
want to step up to fill it,” he said.
Footprints started in 2011 as a First United Methodist Church–affiliated outreach effort. Footprints advisor Rich Thompson said it quickly became clear that
the program needed to serve the entire community and
not just one church.

From left: Kent Brenneman, Laurence Terrell, Rich Thompson and Jim Ruth are organizers for Footprints.

Footprints also holds orientation sessions for parents
that explain what children will be doing in the class. The
orientation also lays out the basic philosophy of Footprints. While Footprints is a Christian program, Terrell
said the sessions don’t evangelize and are open to all.
“The children find out through sessions, without
someone saying it, that they are not alone,” Footprints
Vice President of Promotions Jim Ruth said. “There are
others out there that feel the same thing. That will never
take the pain away, but it can help them deal with it.”

Volunteers

Rays of Hope
Founder Laurence Terrell said his visit to Midland-based
Rays of Hope, a community outreach program that works
with children ages 4–18 who have experienced a traumatic
loss, inspired him to help start Footprints.
“The good work they were doing was incredible,” Terrell
said. “I knew there was a need for this [in Round Rock.]”
Footprints also uses curriculum from Camp Agape, an
Austin summer camp designed for children who have
suffered the loss of a loved one.

Introductory interview

31

trained volunteers

All 31 of Footprints’ volunteers have completed
background checks, founder Laurence Terrell said. The
trained volunteers include two school principals and a
licensed professional counselor. Volunteers lead sessions
and facilitate the program’s various activities.

Before a child is enrolled, Footprints holds interviews with
the child’s parent or guardian.
If a child needs counseling to deal with issues, Footprints
refers them to the appropriate resources, Footprints Vice
President of Promotions Kent Brenneman said.
Footprints founder Laurence Terrell said the Christian
program should be used as more of a peer support group
than a therapy session.

Jim Ruth, Footprints vice president of promotions, said he
was drawn by the program’s mission.

Footprints

“When I went to a training [session], a light bulb went off,”
he said. “I could see how [this program] could work and the
importance of it. [Volunteering] was a no-brainer.”

402A W. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 335
512-705-5194
www.footprintschildrensministry.org
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community

Reckless Kelly
Softball Jam

Groups hope to raise $270,000 for youth field

O

620

“A lot of this stuff isn’t about the money you
raise. It’s about the effect you might have on
even one person,” Tolliver said.

Participants gather at a Round Rock Express
game to present checks to local baseball groups.

Downs Mabson Field
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Downs
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2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

Oakwood
Blvd.

Tolliver plans to run around the bases at
The Dell Diamond continuously for 12 hours
leading up to the May 11 event. He plans
to document the run for submission to the
Guinness Book of World Records, he said.
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This year Tolliver is hoping to run his way
into the record books while helping to
draw attention to the Softball Jam and the
Mabson Field project.
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In 2010 Rusty Tolliver spent 73 days running
from Boston to Austin in support of Young
Texans Against Cancer. During past Softball
Jams, Tolliver, an Austin resident, ran 100
miles from San Antonio to The Dell Diamond
over the course of two days.
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Run, Rusty, run!
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The Reckless Kelly Celebrity Softball Jam features a charity softball game, live music and more.

Chestn

n May 11 the Sultans of Sing
the event has become so popular among
and the One Hit Wonders will
the region’s musical acts because “every
face off at The Dell Diamond in
musician wants to be an athlete, and every
a softball charity event that will feature
athlete wants to be a musician.” Country
some familiar faces.
music star and Austin resident Watson,
Reckless Kelly, Dale Watson, the
who has participated in each of the previMidnight River Choir and other country
ous events, had a special pair of cleated
music acts will join former Major League
boots made for the event, he said.
Baseball players Norm Charlton, Randy
“These friends of ours really believe
Wells and Greg Swindell at the 6th Annual in this, and they’re really supporting it,”
Reckless Kelly Celebrity Softball Jam.
Nazz said.
After the game, when the bats have
Nazz said the opportunity to make a
been traded for guitars and the cleats
difference in the band’s adopted homehave been replaced with boots, more
town has driven Reckless Kelly to make
than a dozen bands
the event a success.
will perform.
“Whatever humble success At times that has
Reckless Kelly
we’ve had, if we can find a even meant dipping
has partnered
into the band’s
way to use that and to put
with Major League
bank account to
something into our
Baseball, the Round
pay for the event.
Rock Express, Ryan
“Reckless Kelly is
community, it feels great.
Sanders Baseball and
a band that tours all
It’s that simple.”
other organizations
over the country,
on a $270,000 project —Jay Nazz, Reckless Kelly drummer
but we live in Austhat will provide a
tin,” he said.
new professional-grade turf for Downs
“Whatever humble success we’ve had,
Mabson Field in East Austin.
if we can find a way to use that and to
Matt Price, director of RBI Austin, an
put something into our community, it
organization that uses baseball to engage feels great. It’s that simple. The day of
with and empower children, is helping
the event and the day we hand over the
the band coordinate with the city of Aus- checks are two really special days.”
tin to make the new field a reality.
Other performers at the event include
“This Mabson Field project could really
Pauline Reese, the Peterson Brothers,
be a game-changer for that East Austin
George Devore, the John D. Hale Band
community,” Price said. “It’s going to be
and William Clark Green.
a gem.”
6th Annual Reckless Kelly
The 9-acre park is often used for
practices and games by the city’s Little
Celebrity Softball Jam
League teams, Price said.
May 11, 1 p.m.
Since the band began working on the
$20
Mabson Field project, it has raised about
The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley
$150,000 through the Softball Jam.
Blvd., Round Rock
Reckless Kelly drummer Jay Nazz said
512-255-2255. www.rkcsj.org

Photos courtesy Reckless Kelly

By Brett Thorne
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12th S

$150,000
raised so far of
$270,000 goal

14

teams call
Downs Mabson
Field home

Downs Mabson Fields covers

Volunteers help build bleachers for an Austinarea Little League field.

May

5

9 acres

Dedication ceremony for new
Downs Mabson Field turf

We pay cash on the spot
for all your scrap metal!
Bring us your junk vehicles, appliances,
lawn equipment, batteries, electric
motors...etc! If it's metal, we will pay
you for it! Please give us a call if you
have questions or for current pricing.
512-630-9787
www.GeorgetownMetalRecyclers.com
GeorgetownMetalRecyclers@Gmail.com
32800 Ronald Reagan Blvd. (At the intersection with HWY 195) • Georgetown, TX 78633
Mon-Fri: 8:00AM - Last WT 5:45 • Sat: 8:00AM - Last WT 4:45
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what’s inside:
Mopac improvement project:
Meet MoPac Man
Construction Update

Manor expressway:

Phase 2 Opening

you are going places. so are we.
at the central texas regional Mobility
building a better Mopac, and More.
We’re in the middle of building another high-profile project – the
authority, we build More than toll roads. addition
of Express Lanes to an 11-mile stretch of MoPac. Transforming one

We are getting you where you want to go – to work, to play, to volunteer –
with fewer delays and less stress, and with speed and efficiency. Providing
mobility choices and growing our economy.
With a vision to create a seamless network of regional, tolled expressways
connecting Travis and Williamson counties, we keep you and your business moving.
We’ve prepared this special community report to bring you up to speed on some
exciting mobility developments across Central Texas.

so who is the Mobility authority?
We’re local and here to serve you. We’re headquartered here, live here,
and are focused on Central Texas. Chartered by Travis and Williamson
counties, we are a public agency, created under the authority of the State
Legislature, with a Board of Directors appointed by elected officials. We’re
transparent and accountable. We involve the public in every step of the process
from environmental planning to design.

contact us:

Mobilityauthority.com

n

of Austin’s most congested corridors, it will become a more efficient and
enjoyable roadway.
You may already know us by our first project, the 183A toll road
in Williamson County. Since it opened in 2007, the 11.6-mile roadway
has exceeded original traffic and revenue expectations and spurred
incredible economic development in Cedar Park and Leander.
We invested more than $426 million in our second project, the Manor
Expressway, along US 290 East. The first phase opened at the end of 2012,
and the entire project will be completed and open to drivers this May.
Whether you run a small or large business, or travel to work, shop, or play,
mobility helps drive your success. And that’s what drives us.

we are the central texas
regional Mobility authority.

Facebook.com/Mobilityauthority

n

twitter @ctxMobility

n

info@ctrma.org

n

(512) 996-9778
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Meet Mopac Man

hi, i’m steve pustelnyk, but my fellow
super-heroes call me Mopac Man. i’ve got a
tough job on my hands, helping you navigate
the challenging twists and turns of the Mopac
improvement project. so i’ve employed a wide
range of secret weapons to help me do it.
actually, they aren’t so secret, but they are
pretty creative and helpful.

website:

I’ve loaded our website with all kinds of great information. On the homepage you
can view our latest lane closure alerts, see where construction is taking place on an interactive map
and even see if traffic is backed up along the corridor. You can also sign up for text alerts or email alerts and
check out construction progress on our project webcams. See for yourself at MoPacExpress.com.

twitter:

Just about every day, I issue traffic alerts and other valuable information via our
Twitter feed, @ImproveMoPac.

sMartphone:

Our handy-dandy smartphone app puts the many great features of our
website into your hot little hands while you’re on the go. It’s the fastest way to get a quick
summary of everything we are doing.

highway advisory radio:

When you’re stuck in traffic on MoPac, tune into
800 AM for a little entertainment, a quick dose of MoPac Man humor and, most importantly,
the latest information on work activities for the upcoming week.

project hotline:

I sit at my desk 24 hours a day, just waiting for you to call our
project hotline at (512) 270-5000. Actually, we have a team that helps me do that. So if you
have a concern that needs immediate attention, give us a call and we’ll address it right away. Or if
you have a question you’re afraid you might forget, call us anytime; we’ll get it answered faster than
you might expect.

Questions or concerns?

Steve Pustelnyk, Director of Community Relations

24/7 HOTLINE: (512) 270-5000
When you’re driving, check us out on 800 AM. Critics
call it clever, funny and refreshing. We call it Highway
Advisory Radio with a twist.
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a better Mopac is just around the corner.
Our team is working hard to minimize the impact of construction
on drivers and nearby neighbors. Lane closures are limited to off-peak
hours: 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., Monday through Thursday; midnight
Saturday to 10 a.m. Sunday morning; and after 5 p.m. on Sunday afternoons.
However, backups occasionally occur, so be sure to check in with us ahead
of time.
While most of our lane closures are taking place at night, we are trying
to do as much work as possible during the day to minimize the noise impacts
to surrounding neighborhoods. Despite this, noise will be an issue from time
to time.
EXPRESS

how the new Mopac will work:

Construction may be aggravating, but when it’s completed in late
2015, MoPac will be better than ever. The MoPac Improvement Project will
include 11 miles of new Express Lanes between Parmer Lane and Lady
Bird Lake. These special Express Lanes will be separated from the three
existing non-tolled lanes by special striping and white plastic sticks.
Drivers will have the option of using the Express Lanes to
bypass congestion and get where they’re going with fewer delays.
The Express Lanes will provide reliable, uncongested,
non-stop routes to speed public transit buses,
registered van pools, and emergency
vehicles to their destinations.
To keep the Express Lanes moving
when adjacent lanes are congested,
individual drivers will be charged a variable
toll that increases when traffic is heavy and decreases when traffic
is light.
Most importantly, all three existing non-tolled lanes will be preserved,
increasing mobility options without taking away those non-tolled options.
For those living nearby, sound walls will be built to reduce traffic noise affecting neighborhoods.
In some areas, new shared-use paths and sidewalks for pedestrians and cyclists will connect with
existing facilities to improve safety and make it easier to get around town. Aesthetic enhancements and
significant landscaping improvements will improve the visual appearance of the corridor.

EXPRESS

Existing non-tolled lanes

New tolled Express
Lanes provide reliable
travel speeds

New sound walls to
reduce traffic noise

we’re working overnight to get the job done
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whee!
on May 17, the Mobility authority will open the
second phase of the Manor expressway to traffic.
Highway 290 East has long been one of the
most congested roadways in the Greater Austin
area. Traffic along the corridor has increased by 78
percent since 1990. To meet this growing need,
the Mobility Authority began construction on
the first phase of the Manor Expressway in 2010,
opening it to drivers in December 2012. The
second phase will add three tolled lanes in each
direction from Springdale Road to the Manor city
limits. Three non-tolled frontage lanes are already
open. Cyclists and pedestrians will enjoy a 5-mile
shared-use path along the Expressway.

get a txtag and save 25% on
your Manor expressway toll!
www.txtag.org
be among the first 200 people to rsvp for
the grand opening Festival and you’ll be
entered into a drawing for one of five $50
txtag vouchers, plus a vip commuter prize
package. Must be present to win!

GEORGETOWN
HUTTO
ROUND ROCK

join the Mobility authority for the exciting grand
opening celebration of the Manor expressway.
we’re hosting a free, community-wide festival right
in the middle of the tollway – on a mile-long stretch
between giles road and harris branch parkway in
front of applied Materials.

35

AUSTIN

5k Family Fun run – 8 a.m.
community Festival 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

MANOR
n Phase One
n Phase Two

the celebration kicks off with a 5k Family Fun run
at 8 a.m. benefitting Meals on wheels and More. the
celebration starts at 10 a.m. with a car show featuring
low riders and Mini cars, a food court, community
booths, a kid’s zone play area, music, dancers and more.
an exciting ribbon-cutting and parade will mark the
opening of the new Manor expressway to traffic.

visit mobilityauthority.com/290toll to learn
more and register for the 5k and the festival!
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Compiled by Beth Wade
Between 2001 and 2011 more than 170 wineries
opened in Texas that helped create more than
16,000 jobs, according to the Texas Department
of Agriculture. The city of Round Rock has multiple businesses that cater to wine lovers, including Water 2 Wine, which ferments and bottles its
own wines on-site and offers tastings.

Fiesta Winery

According to the Texas Department of Agriculture’s Go Texan Wine
campaign, finding the best wine is a matter of individual taste;
however there are recommended tasting techniques.

18727 W. FM 580, Lometa
325-628-3433
www.fiestawinery.com
Approximate drive time: One hour

See the wine

Tilt the glass and swirl

Look at the wine in the glass
and pay attention to color and
clarity. Older red wine is more
translucent, and younger red is
opaque.

Is it floral, fruity or oaky? A
pleasing smell is generally
an indication of a good wine.

Taste the wine
Take a small sip, roll it
around in your mouth and
take a breath. Experts say
to also consider the wine’s
texture.

Local Wineries

Smell the wine

Look for sediment or
floating bits of cork.

Cabernet sauvignon
Has flavors of cherry, cedar and chocolate; pair with
lamb, steak or wild game

This date indicates the year
in which the wine’s grapes
were harvested.

Malbec
Has flavors of plums, berries and spice; pair with beef
dishes, turkey or hearty stews

Syrah

Varietal designations name
the dominant grapes used to
produce the wine. Wine produced in the U.S. must contain
at least 75 percent of a variety
of grape to be labeled as that
grape’s varietal.

Has smoky red with toasted oak, berry and plum flavors;
pair with beef stew, grilled meats, pizza or wild game

Zinfandel
Has fruity red with berry and spice flavors; pair with
barbecue, red pasta sauce or pizza

(within about an hour’s drive of Round Rock)

Flat Creek Estate
24912 Singleton Bend East Road, Marble Falls
512-267-6310
www.flatcreekestate.com
Approximate drive time: 50 minutes

Georgetown Winery
715 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-869-8600
www.georgetownwinery.com

Grape Creek Vineyards–Georgetown
101 W. Seventh St., Georgetown
512-863-4020
www.grapecreek.com

Lily Lake Vineyards
302 CR 433, Lorena
254-546-0862
www.lilylakevineyards.com
Approximate drive time: One hour

Nolan Creek Winery and Wine Bar
219 S. East St., Belton
254-613-4475
www.winesofnolancreek.com
Approximate drive time: 30 minutes

Pillar Bluff Vineyards
300 CR 111, Lampasas
512-556-4078
www.pillarbluff.com
Approximate drive time: 45 minutes

Pilot Knob Vineyard
3125 CR 212, Bertram
512-489-2999
www.pilotknobvineyard.com
Approximate drive time: 30 minutes

Proft Vineyards
11031 Flint Creek Road, Gatesville
254-986-1682
www.proftvineyards.com
Approximate drive time: One hour

Salado Creek Winery & Vineyard
Wines intended for
interstate commerce
that contain 10 or more
parts per million of
sulfur dioxide must be
labeled. The label is not
required for wines only
sold in-state.

Chardonnay
Has flavors of citrus and oak; pair with light beef with
cream sauces or lobster and veal

Pinot grigio
Slightly perfumed; pair with Tex-Mex, fried shrimp or
oysters

Muscat blanc

Riesling

Source: Texas Department of Agriculture

Salado Winery
841 N. Main St., Salado
254-947-8011
www.saladowinery.com
Approximate drive time: 30 minutes

Texas Legato Winery

Accented with flavors of coriander, peach and citrus;
pair with fish, pasta, raw vegetables or soups

Has fruit flavors and a floral bouquet; pair with Indian
food, Greek salad or Jamaican pork

418 N. Main St., Salado
254-947-9000
www.saladoswirlandsip.com
Approximate drive time: 30 minutes

Contains sulfites
14% AC/VOL

The alcohol content is
written in percent by volume. Some wines with
alcohol content between
7 and 14 percent can be
labeled as table wine or
light wine.

2935 FM 1478, Lampasas
512-556-9600
www.texaslegatowinery.net
Approximate drive time: 45 minutes

The Vineyard at Florence
8711 FM 487, Florence
254-793-3363
www.thevineyardatflorence.com
Approximate drive time: 20 minutes
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6 Roger Beasley Subaru
of Georgetown
7501 S. I-35
512-930-2111
www.subarugeorgetown.com
Sales and service of Subaru
vehicles

Automotive

8 BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
4201 N. I-35
512-868-5705
www.bjsrestaurants.com
Casual restaurant featuring more than
120 menu items and 50 craft beers

2 Hewlett Volkswagen
7951 Hewlett Loop Road
512-681-3500
www.hewlettvw.com
Sales and service of Volkswagen
vehicles

4 Mercedes-Benz of Georgetown
7401 S. I-35
512-930-6150
www.mercedesbenzofgeorgetown.com
Sales and service of Mercedes-Benz,
Smart Car and Sprinter vehicles

23

37 28 13

1431

22

19
34 17

The I-35 corridor spanning from
southern Georgetown to North Round
Rock is one of the fastest-developing
areas of Williamson County. Within the
past year, the area added a new H-E-B
grocery store, the first In-N-Out Burger
location in Central Texas and numerous
other retail locations. In 2013 the city of
Round Rock also announced a deal with
outdoor retailer Bass Pro Shops to build
the company’s first Austin-area location
in 2015. Development agreements
between the cities of Georgetown
and Round Rock are expected to help
continue development on the vacant
land between Teravista Parkway and
Westinghouse Road.

3 Mac Haik Ford/Lincoln
7201 S. I-35
512-930-3673
www.machaikfl.com
Sale and service of Ford and Lincoln
vehicles

9
11

I-35
Gateway Drive to University Boulevard

1 Don Hewlett Chevrolet/Buick
7601 S. I-35
512-681-3000
www.donhewlett.com
Sales and service of Chevrolet and Buick
vehicles
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5 Roger Beasley Mazda
of Georgetown
7551 S. I-35
512-930-1314
www.mazdaofgeorgetown.com
Sale and service of Mazda
vehicles

7 Roger Beasley Volvo of
Georgetown
7501 S. I-35
512-930-2111
www.volvogeorgetown.com
Sales and service of Volvo
vehicles

Dining

9 Chili’s
4401 N. I-35, Ste. 2001
512-863-5100
www.chilis.com
Casual dining restaurant
10 Freebirds World Burrito
200 University Blvd., Ste. 200
512-904-0700
www.freebirds.com
Burritos, burrito bowls, nachos, salads
and quesadillas custom-made from more
than 40 freshly prepared ingredients
11 In-N-Out Burger
4251 N. I-35
512-863-9821
www.innout.com
Quick-serve restaurant serving
hamburgers, cheeseburgers, fries,
shakes and drinks
12 Jamba Juice
200 University Blvd., Ste. 240
512-863-6649
www.jambajuice.com
Fruit smoothies, oatmeal, wraps,
flatbreads and toasted sandwiches
13 Jimmy John’s
200 University Blvd., Ste. 300
512-868-4419

Amy Ellsworth

1

4

Sarah Joerin

3
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Retail

15 Mimi’s Cafe

23 H-E-B

4151 N. I-35
512-869-3029
www.mimiscafe.com
French-inspired cuisine offered for
breakfast, lunch and dinner

250 University Blvd.
512-864-8000
San Antonio–based grocery store

16 Pei Wei Asian Diner
200 University Blvd., Ste. 100
512-863-4087
www.peiwei.com
Asian-style quick-serve restaurant

17 Salata - COMING SOON
200 University Blvd., Ste. 420
713-739-0101
www.salata.com
Quick-serve salad and wrap bar
restaurant is expected to open by June

18 Starbucks

200 University Blvd., Ste. 600
512-800-8194
www.vertskebap.com
Fast-casual dining featuring the döner
kebap, a German street food

20 The Yogurt Experience
200 University Blvd., Ste. 230
512-291-7249
www.yogurtexperience.com
Self-serve frozen yogurt store offers
10 yogurt flavors and 50 toppings

100 Bass Pro Drive
512-813-0648
www.la-z-boy.com/roundrock
Sales of La-Z-Boy furniture

25 Mattress Firm
210 University Blvd., Bldg. B, Ste. 100
512-863-2277
www.mattressfirm.com
Sales of mattresses, adjustable beds,
furniture and accessories

26 Round Rock Premium Outlets
4401 N. I-35
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-863-6688
www.premiumoutlets.com/roundrock
125 retail and dining outlets

32 Indulge Nails and Spa
210 University Blvd., Bldg. B, Ste. 140
512-863-9991
Nail and skin care services, including
waxing, pedicures, manicures and
artificial nails
33 Jack Brown Cleaners
210 University Blvd., Bldg. B, Ste. 130
512-869-3600
www.jackbrowncleaners.com
Dry cleaning, shoe repair and alterations

C

36 Texas MedClinic
4851 N. I-35
512-486-6140
www.texasmedclinic.com
Urgent care clinic
37 University Dental
200 University Blvd., Ste. 340
512-904-0672
www.keeproundrocksmiling.com
Dental practice owned by doctors
Angela Niknam and Ashish Naik
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C Mercedes-Benz of Georgetown
The dealership has purchased land
adjacent to its existing property for
expanding its service area by
50 percent. The expansion is expected
to be complete in late 2014.
D Oakmont Drive extension
The cities of Georgetown and Round
Rock are working together to extend
Oakmont Drive north to Westinghouse
Road, opening up the area to new
developments and relieving traffic.

Amy Ellsworth

Amy Ellsworth

35 Supercuts
210 University Blvd., Ste. 110
512-863-2191
www.supercuts.com
Haircuts as well as other services
including scalp massages and waxing

B Mac Haik Ford/Lincoln
The dealership is in the process of
completing a new building located at
1702 Kelley Drive that will house its
parts department.

D

Services
210 University Blvd.
A member-owned banking cooperative;
membership is open to anyone who
lives, works, or goes to school in
Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and

.

e Rd

ous
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28 Tomlinson’s

29 Amplify - COMING SOON

34 The Lash Lounge
200 University Blvd., Ste. 410
512-868-5274
www.thelashlounge.com
Eyelash extensions, permanent makeup,
eyelash and brow tinting, exclusive
cosmetics line and fashion boutique

A Bass Pro Shops
The new 104,000-square-foot hunting,
fishing and outdoor gear retail store
will be located east of I-35 between
Teravista Parkway and CR 111. Planned
amenities include a bowling alley, wildlife
displays and a restaurant. The store is
planned to be open by 2015.

B

27 Sprint
200 University Blvd., Ste. 105
512-931-2803
www.sprint.com
Sales of phones, tablets, accessories,
data plans and more

200 University Blvd., Ste. 330
512-863-7100
www.tomlinsons.com
Sales of natural and holistic pet foods
as well as pet toys, supplies, and
accessories.

37

Future land use

vis

21 Zoës Kitchen
200 University Blvd., Ste. 500
512-868-1363
www.zoeskitchen.com
Mediterranean-inspired food featuring
fruits and vegetables, herbs, olive oil and
lean proteins

24 La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries

y Dr.

19 Verts

31 Chase
280 University Blvd.
512-869-5816
www.chase.com
Full-service personal, small-business
and commercial banking

Kelle

200 University Blvd., Ste. 110
512-863-7802
www.starbucks.com
Premium coffee, handcrafted beverages,
merchandise and a variety of fresh food

30 BBVA Compass
170 University Blvd.
512-421-6950
www.bbvacompass.com
Full-service personal, small-business
and commercial banking

r.

4401 N. I-35, Ste. 2002
512-863-3755
www.lamadeleine.com
French-inspired meals ranging from
salads to pastries

22 Cinemark 14 Round Rock
4401 N. I-35 Ste. 3000
512-868-2062
www.cinemark.com
Movie theater featuring stadium seating,
regular and 3-D screenings, and an arcade

Williamson counties or if a family
member is currently a member

ont D

14 La Madeleine Country French Cafe

Entertainment

34

Oakm

www.jimmyjohns.com
Sandwiches made with meat and/or
vegetables with bread baked daily

28

Amy Ellsworth

25

Amy Ellsworth

Compiled by Amy Ellsworth, Sarah Joerin and Beth Wade
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Real estate

Pro sports at the center of Austin’s attention
Austin An Austin sports market long
dominated by Longhorn collegiate
athletics may soon go pro.
“Of course UT sports have been a big
boon for the city of Austin for a long
time,” Mayor Lee Leffingwell said. “It’s
like having our own professional team.”
The University of Texas football program is often considered Austin’s alternative to a traditional sports franchise—a
team from the National Football League,
National Basketball Association, Major
League Baseball or National Hockey
League. Austin remains the largest city in
the nation to not host a team from any of
those four leagues, but the city is garnering interest from other pro sports.
An international spotlight first shined
on Austin two years ago when the new
Circuit of The Americas racetrack hosted
the Formula One United States Grand
Prix. The venue has since hosted multiple
other motorsports events, and beginning
June 5 it will become the new home of
ESPN’s Summer X Games.
Adding to that momentum, the Austin
Aztex soccer organization is seeking to

upgrade leagues as early as 2015 en route
to potentially becoming a Major League
Soccer franchise, and the Austin Aces pro
tennis team will debut in early July at the
Cedar Park Center. Discussions are also
ongoing to develop a PGA Tour–quality
golf course that could someday host a pro
event, Leffingwell said.
The two-term mayor called Major
League Soccer, or MLS, a logical starting point to grow Austin’s pro sports
credentials, but he also believes the city
could accommodate the highest levels of
football and baseball.
“We don’t want to think too small
around here,” Leffingwell said. “Should an
NFL franchise become available, Austin is
big enough to handle that.”
The NFL is not coming to Austin any
time soon, said Matthew Payne, Austin
Sports Commission executive director,
but pro soccer could.
“I don’t think we necessarily have to
have one of the top four major league
pro teams to put us on the map—we’re
already on the map,” Payne said.
Full story by Joe Lanane

OUT OF BOUNDS
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Major League Soccer has
expressed interest in expanding
to cities that can accommodate
a downtown-based stadium.
However, all the newest sports
venues in the Austin area have
been built on the outskirts of the
metropolitan area. Austin is among
multiple cities under consideration
to get an MLS franchise, while
Mayor Lee Leffingwell said
the Austin area should also be
considered ideal for hosting the
PGA Tour, National Football League
and Major League Baseball.
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Cedar Park Among cities in
Texas with populations greater than
25,000, Leander was ranked No. 3
and Cedar Park was ranked No. 6 for
homeownership in a recent study by a
national consumer advocacy website.
NerdWallet announced in January
the results of its study, which used U.S.
Census data from 2010–12. Cities were
ranked based on cost of living, housing
inventory and population growth.
Cost is represented as the percentage
of household income spent on housing.
Median monthly homeowner costs
total $1,562 in Leander and $1,765 in
Cedar Park, according to the report.
The availability of homes was measured by the area’s homeownership
rates. NerdWallet calculated growth
based on population increases.
In February, the Austin Board of
Realtors reported that the Austin area
experienced a 9 percent increase in
single-family home sales year-overyear. While the number of new homes
on the market in the Cedar Park market dipped compared with 2013, the
Leander area saw a 13 percent increase
in new home listings from February
2013 to February 2014.
The median sale price of homes in
Leander increased nearly 14 percent
during that time, and Cedar Park
home prices increased by almost
11 percent.
According to ABoR data provided
by Angele Moyseos, a broker associate
with Realty Austin, sellers on average
received about 98 percent of the original list price for homes sold in 2013 in
Leander and Cedar Park.
Full story by Emilie Lutostanski

TOP BEST CITIES

8

IN TEXAS FOR

HOMEOWNERSHIP*
Three pieces of criteria:

Cost
Can you afford
to live there?

inventory
Are there homes
available to buy?

GROWTH
Is the population
growing?

Areas with high
median incomes &
a low cost of living
scored the highest.
Areas with a high
homeownership
rates received a
higher overall score.
Areas with a high
population growth
hint at a robust local
economy.

LITTLE ELM
83%

17%

81%

16%

77%

15%

25%

78%

13%

SCHERTZ
24%

78%

12%

CEDAR PARK
71%
28%

15%

24%

Kyle
23%

leander
27%

Frisco

WYLIE
87%

10%

Pflugerville
26%
77%

11%

25%

*Only Texas cities with a population of 25,000 or greater were included.
Sources: NerdWallet and U.S. Census Bureau

Water

LCRA revises proposed water rate increases

290

35

Cities ranked among
best to own a home

t.

Map not comprehensive

E. 7
th S

t.

Lake travis With lakes Travis
and Buchanan at near-historic lows,
residents from Travis County and surrounding areas packed Bee Cave’s City
Hall on April 3 to discuss proposed
raw-water rate increases with Lower
Colorado River Authority staffers.
LCRA staffers said the focus of
the meeting was to inform residents
and gain public input on the agency’s revised water rate adjustment
announced March 28, two months
after the organization proposed new
rates for water customers.

Karen Bondy, LCRA senior vice president of water resources, said the current
rate for firm water customers such as the
cities of Cedar Park, Leander and Pflugerville is $151 per acre-foot. The March revision changed the proposed rate to $175.46
and projected a 3 percent average annual
increase in rates for 2016–19.
The rate increase is needed to cover
LCRA’s cost of providing water to more
than 1 million people, Bondy said.
The LCRA board is expected to vote on
the new rates in June.
Full story by Leslee Bassman
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Cedar park Before a brief stint in
the high-tech industry, Fermín Návar
said he spent 10 years learning how
to produce flavorings for every beverage and candy imaginable. He then
decided to try his hand in the custom fragrance and skin care market,
founding Maison de Návar in 2006.
Návar now makes products sold
throughout the world including industrial cleaners and deodorizers, International Delight coffee creamer flavors,
flavoring for Big Red soda and more.
Businesses that have stopped producing products also lean on Návar and
his senses.
“If a company shuts down they will
often have me reverse-engineer products and then modify them for future
use,” he said. “[Businesses] don’t want
to lose what they already have, and the
consumer is already familiar with the
product. I will copy the texture, the look
and feel of a product.”
In addition to his commercial and
industrial products, Návar provides services customized for individuals.

Leander Valentin Cuellar fashions
fences, railings, decorative scrolls,
spiral staircases, gates and more at
his workshop in Leander. Since he
started the shop in 2010, Valentin has
built VC Cuellar Welding pieces for
many Central Texas communities
with help from his family members.
“I work in all of Austin,” Valentin
said. “I [also] do jobs in Houston, close
to San Antonio [and] San Marcos.”
In 1996, Valentin moved from Rio
Bravo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, for a welding job offer in Leander to seek a better
future for himself and his family, he said.
At first he didn’t know how to weld, but
he quickly learned, gained customers and
began enjoying the craft of making railings and fences, he said.
“Me gusta todo,” Valentin said. “I like
it all.”

Courtesy Fermín Návar

VC Cuellar Welding

With the help of a questionnaire and
psychological profile Návar can create
either customized skin care products or a
personalized scent for a client.
Full story by Kyle Webb
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24801 Sheep Hollow Trail
512-673-3406
www.vccuellarwelding.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri.
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

1107 W. Park Street
512-266-6100
www.maisondenavar.com
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Lake Austin

2900 N. RR 620, Austin
512-266-8439
www.iguanagrillaustin.com
Hours: 11 a.m.–10 p.m. daily

Now Open

Coming Soon

Georgetown Franchise owners
Blake and Valerie Nicholson opened
TapSnap on Jan. 4. The couple runs
the photo booth business out of their
home and offers their services for
community, public and private events.
512-800-0766. www.tapsnap1073.com

Cedar Park Plans are underway
to open Lone Star Grille and Bubba’s
Back Yard in early May at the former
Reunion Grille location, 1501 E. New
Hope Drive, Cedar Park. New owner
Rick Redmond said the restaurant will
offer a playground, live music and a bar
with food. lonestargrille@gmail.com

Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

Austin Mt. Playmore, a large-scale,
indoor play structure, will open in early
summer in the Home Depot shopping
center at 13609 N. I-35. Parents will be
able to play alongside their children.
An arcade and party rooms are also
planned. www.mtplaymore.com,
www.facebook.com/mtplaymore

.
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Leander Like some people, some
animals need extra attention and care to
help curb behavioral issues. But seeing the positive results of patience is
a rewarding experience, said Desiree
LaVigne, manager of the Central Texas
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals headquartered in Leander.
Established in 1988, CTSPCA is a noneuthanasia facility that provides food,
shelter, medical care and adoption services for homeless and abandoned dogs
and cats. The shelter accommodates 25
dogs and 25 cats at a time, LaVigne said.
“That allows us to get to know the animals, their personalities and what kinds
of homes they need,” LaVigne said. “That
way we can make the best match.”

ad

Austin The view from the patio at
The Iguana Grill is something you have
to see for yourself, according to Kevin
Harney, general manager and partner
of the restaurant located off RR 620.
Ask him why the grill decided to locate
in the Lake Travis area, and he simply
points at the scenery: the Colorado River
stretching across the horizon.
“It is just one of the most beautiful
spots imaginable,” he said.
Diners can sit outside on the patio,
listen to live music from local acts on
weekends, and order Tex-Mex classics
such as enchiladas and fajitas.
Chef Rogelio Reyes’ molé takes two
days to make, and all sauces are made
from scratch, Harney said.

gd
Ba

Central Texas SPCA

IMPACTS

Sheep
Hollow Trl.

Ranch Rd.

The Iguana Grill

Full story by Kelli Weldon

Full story by Stephen Burnett

Lyndsey Taylor

Dining

Valentin said he gets communication
and design help from his family. His
wife, Maria, sketches designs for projects.
Helping in the shop are his brother Jorge
Cuellar and son Valentin Cuellar, Jr. In
2013 Valentin’s daughter, Ana, joined the
shop as a secretary.
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Maison de Návar

Stephen Burnett

Business

S ilv e r

stone L n .

lvd.

stone B

e
W. Whit

909 S. Bagdad Road, Leander
512-260-7722
www.centraltexasspca.org
Hours: Mon. and Fri. 3–7 p.m.,
Sat.–Sun. noon–5 p.m.

Georgetown A ground breaking
ceremony for a 26,000-squarefoot Autumn Leaves memory-care
community was held March 26. The
$10.3 million building, located at 3600
Williams Drive, is slated for completion
this year and will offer care for nearly
50 residents living with Alzheimer’s
disease and memory impairment.
888-662-8886. www.autumnleaves.com
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Sports

Continued from | 1

have a great time, and they compete ... in
the best venues,” Yawn said. “They spend
their money—they stay in our hotels, they
shop, they eat—and then they go home. So
it doesn’t require ongoing city services.”
The CVB reports that in 2013, 84,717
athletes participated in Round Rock sports
tournaments, resulting in a cash injection of
more than $11.4 million to city businesses.
“This is new cash infused into the local
economy that would not have come here
otherwise,” Yawn said.

512-813-2380 | 1150 Satellite View | Round Rock, TX 78665 | RoundRockTX@AnytimeFitness.com

Nothing is impossible. The word itself says, “I’m possible.”

Want to
improve in
your sport?

Need to
drop
15 lbs?

Want to run a ½ marat
hon,
5k or just a mile?

Need more
energy?

How’s
your
nutrition?

th your
Are you keeping up wi
?
en
dr
kids or grandchil

ISN’T IT TIME YOU INVESTED IN YOURSELF?

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
May 1st – May 15th

May 16th – May 31st

20% OFF Standard 12 month
membership + $0 Enrollment fee

15% OFF Standard 12 month
membership + $0 Enrollment fee

3 Free - Personal Training sessions
with each new membership.

3 Free – Personal Training sessions
with each new membership.

Plus a Free T-Shirt or Water Bottle
(while supplies last)

Plus a Free T-Shirt or Water Bottle
(while supplies last)

Must Present Coupon for Special Pricing

Must Present Coupon for Special Pricing

Certified Personal Trainers • Live & Virtual Classes • Open 24/7 • Bootcamps

Building a brand
After creating the CVB in 2004, city officials in short order secured the rights to
“The Sports Capital of Texas” brand and
began pumping more than $18 million into
the sports facilities at the 645-acre Old Settlers Park. The CVB also started marketing
the city as an ideal host for the numerous
baseball and softball tournaments that can
draw hundreds of teams from throughout
Texas and neighboring states.
“[In 2004] the [youth sports] industry
was very different. It was not nearly as competitive as it is these days,” Yawn said. “Our
council was very forward-thinking in seeing there was opportunity there.”
Yawn said there was some initial skepticism to Round Rock claiming “The Sports
Capital of Texas” moniker. Unlike the cities
of Dallas, Houston or San Antonio, Round
Rock does not host a major professional
league sports team. To help explain the
focus on youth as opposed to professional
sports, the CVB chose a logo featuring the
type of folding chair commonly occupied
by parents during youth sporting events.
“Every parent who is traveling with their
children understood the logo because
everywhere they go to watch their kids
play they are unfolding the chair,” Yawn
said. “So they understood ... what we were
focused on, and the logo was there to help
explain our story.”
Round Rock City Manager Steve

Norwood said by focusing on an industry
that promotes the well-being of children,
the city has discovered a revenue stream
that is nearly recession-proof.
“When the economy is down people will
defer vacations or improvements around
the house. But when their son or daughter
wants to play in a competitive league, they
don’t give that up,” he said. “Sports tourism
is a huge market. It weathers the storm better than other types of economic development efforts.”
The data collected by the CVB backs up
Norwood’s claim. Since the launch of the
CVB in 2004 the annual number of youth
participants in Round Rock–based tournaments has increased 270 percent. The direct
spending in Round Rock by visitors attending the tournaments and games increased
244 percent during the same period.
Rick Stevens is the owner and director
of Blue Diamond Tournaments, a Round
Rock–based youth baseball and softball
tournament business founded in 2005.
Stevens—who organizes tournaments
throughout Central Texas—said the weekend tournaments he hosts at Old Settlers
Park can draw more than 240 teams and
2,800 players in addition to the players’
coaches, family and friends.
“We get a lot of compliments from the
teams, and they continue to come back,” Stevens said. “I would think if they were having a bad time ... those teams wouldn’t make
that long drive and spend all of that money.”
Facility upgrades
Even after investing more than $18 million to improve Old Settlers Park, the city is
in no way finished building its sports brand.
In November, Round Rock voters
approved four bond propositions that
included $20 million for improving and
adding to the sports facilities at Old Settlers Park. The city cashed in the first series
of those bonds in January and plans to use
$11 million of the money toward building a
new multipurpose field complex complete
with stadium seating, parking, restrooms,
vending and playground areas.

Round Rock ready for Major League call-up?
By JP Eichmiller

Round Rock City Manager Steve
Norwood attracted widespread
media attention in December
2012 when he announced to
a Chamber of Commerce
luncheon audience that
the city was seeking to
attract a Major League
Baseball franchise.
“This may seem like
an ambitious plan, but
I think Round Rock
could be an ideal location
for Major League Baseball,”
Norwood said.
Austin is, in fact, the largest city in

the United States without a major professional sports franchise. There is also
precedent for suburbs such as Round
Rock to host teams aligned with larger
metropolitan areas.
In North Texas, the city of Arlington
is the home of the Dallas Cowboys and
the Texas Rangers. The Atlanta Braves
recently announced that the team plans
to vacate its downtown stadium and
relocate to a new suburban location.
Numerous other examples of suburbs
hosting professional sports teams exist.
The most difficult part of making
Norwood’s vision a reality, however,
may be the dearth of options for securing a Major League Baseball team.
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Building the brand

Round Rock’s sports tourism shows sustained growth
Since its launch in 2004, the city of Round Rock’s Convention
and Visitors Bureau has dedicated a large part of its efforts
toward building “The Sports Capital of Texas” brand and
increasing sports tourism. The revenue and the number of
people brought in by visiting teams is likely to increase in 2014
with the opening of the indoor Round Rock Sports Center.
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Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.

Do you believe the city of Round Rock’s investment in sports
facilities is a wise use of taxpayer money?

“I don’t see Major League Baseball
expanding anytime soon,” said Reid
Ryan, Houston Astros president of
business operations and co-founder
of the Round Rock Express Minor
League Baseball franchise. “And I
don’t know that there are any teams
looking to move right now.”
Ryan, whose father is Hall of Fame
pitcher Nolan Ryan, said his family
has kept a close eye on the possibility
of bringing a Major League Baseball
team to the Austin area.
“If city leaders want to make something like this a reality, you have to
have a viable plan in place,” he said.
“Because when these things do happen, it is normally the team and the
city that are most prepared and ready
to go that end up getting it.”

Round Rock’s “sports mecca”

Old Settlers
ParK
Old
Settlers
ParK

“It will give us the amenities that we
need to bring in additional tournaments,
whether they are soccer or football [or
other sports],” said Rick Atkins, Round
Rock Parks and Recreation director.
Atkins said the city plans to invest an
additional $4.5 million of bond revenue in
upgrading the park’s seven existing soccer
fields so they can also host tournaments
and local league play. The city is also planning to construct a five-field adult softball
complex adjacent to the existing youth
baseball and softball fields. The new fields
will serve as a replacement to the existing two-field complex at McNeil Park and
could potentially open the city up to a new
market of visiting adult sports participants.
“To go from two fields to five is huge,”
Atkins said. “We just know it will be a great
place for the adults to play and congregate.”
The biggest recent game-changer for
the Round Rock sports tourism market
may have already occurred, however. In
January the Round Rock Sports Center, a
$14.9 million, 83,000-square-foot indoor
sports complex, opened off of Chisholm
Trail Road. Located in close proximity to
I-35, numerous hotels and restaurants, the
facility has already hosted a number of volleyball and basketball tournaments.
City officials say the sports center has
had an immediate effect on local businesses, from hotels filling their rooms to
convenience stores reportedly running
out of sports drinks. Yawn said a weekend volleyball tournament held in January
resulted in more than $530,000 in direct
spending in Round Rock hotels, restaurants and retailers.
“My traffic has been a lot heavier
especially when they have large tournaments,” said Ray Caldwell, who manages
the CVS/pharmacy at 800 Old Settlers
Boulevard near the new sports center. “I’m
not complaining.”

Map not to scale

City leadership devotes millions
of dollars to improving facilities
Existing facilities
A

Tennis complex

• 12 lighted courts, restrooms
and concession facilities

B

Multipurpose
practice fields

• Adaptable sports fields for soccer, football and other sports

C

Baseball complexes

• Four complexes containing
20 fields
• Designed to host specific
age groups
• Each complex includes
bathrooms, a playground,
parking, concessions and a
championship stadium

D

Softball complex

• Five fields with adaptable
bases and pitching mounds
• Designed to host ages 6
through college-level
competition
• Includes bathrooms, concessions, a playground, parking,
and a championship stadium

E

Soccer fields

• Seven soccer fields
• Includes concession and
restroom facilities
• City investing $4.5 million of
bond revenue to facilities

F

Football complex

• Two lighted game fields
• Hosts local youth sports leagues

Round Rock
tournament
participants
Including funding allotted through a voter-approved November
bond package, the city of Round Rock has dedicated more than
$38 million to upgrading and building new sports facilities at Old
Settlers Park during the past decade.
Rick Atkins, Round Rock Parks and Recreation director, said the
park is the city’s “sports mecca.” The city is planning to begin its
next round of facility upgrades at the park this summer.

Future facilities
G

Multipurpose
field complex

• Space equivalent to six football
fields
• Will include concessions, parking, restrooms and seating
• Designed to host soccer,
football and other sports
tournaments
• City investing $11 million of
bond revenue to build

H

Practice complex

• Synthetic turf fields for
soccer, football or other
sports practices

I

Adult softball complex

• Five-field complex
• Designed for adult league
standards
• Will include parking, restrooms
and concession amenities
• City plans on investing
$4.5 million–$5 million to build
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How does ACC compare with peer schools?

ACC

Continued from | 1

Sure enough, enrollment has dropped 3.9
percent from fall 2012 to fall 2013 and 3.4
percent from spring 2013 to this semester.
The recent decline has not deterred Vickers
and other college officials who are making
long-term plans in anticipation of the next
enrollment spike.
“We don’t know when we’re going to start
growing again, but we do know Austin is
growing—and growing quite well—which
means a pipeline for the future students of
this community college is building,” he said.
Future investment
Work on the first phase of ACC’s Highland Mall renovation project is expected to
be complete this fall. The college could seek
voter approval for bond money to pay for
the next phase of the project, a $152.8 million renovation that would convert roughly
400,000–500,000 square feet of the mall into
the ACC Highland Campus, Vickers said.
“The bond, whatever amount it may be, is
critical to the college in order to reposition
ourselves for the coming decades to serve
this growing community,” he said.
The proposed $500 million bond, which
could go before ACC district voters in
November—pending board approval—
would also invest more money at new campuses in Elgin and Hays County. Both facilities opened this school year to bring the total
number of ACC campuses to 11—including
Highland. If approved as recommended, the
bond could also allocate $70 million toward
the first phase of a 12th campus in Leander,
where ACC already owns property near the
Capital Metro train station.
Another $33.4 million in bond money
would potentially go toward expansions at
ACC’s Round Rock campus, which was constructed in 2010. Pflugerville, despite having
an ACC learning center, is not part of the
college’s taxing district, although grass-roots
efforts to have the city annexed have gained
momentum in recent years.
Efforts to expand ACC’s footprint have
drawn concerns from some ACC staffers.
Full-Time Faculty Senate representatives on
the bond advisory committee voted against
the committee’s overall recommendation.

“At this time, we’re not in favor
of building more campuses and
Year-over-year
acquiring new land,” said Terry
enrollment is down
Fall 2013
Fall 2013
Texas
Thomas, Full-Time Faculty Senate
at most of the major
Enrollment Tuition/Fees
FY2014
Community
president. “We want to be cautious
community college
(year over
Tax Rate
(in-district/
Colleges
districts in Texas.
and take care of the campuses we
year)
out-of-district)
Austin Community
have already.”
College is reviewing
Alamo
-0.1%
$72/$188
$0.14915
Thomas in January asked board
whether to change
members if ACC is on the path
its tuition rates and
Austin
-2.7%
$83/$260
$0.0949
toward becoming “the 7-Eleven of
district tax rate to
help accommodate
community colleges—a campus on
Dallas
-2%
$52/$97
$0.1247
anticipated growth.
every neighborhood corner.” She
For now, ACC has
cautions that if ACC continues to
the lowest tax rate
Houston
-2.9%
$68/$140
$0.097173
allocate resources too broadly, stuamong other major
dent success will eventually suffer.
community colleges
Lone Star
9.9%
$71/$141
$0.116
but the highest
“What is the point of diminishtuition and fees by
ing return?” she said. “We’re lookTarrant
2.4%
$55/$86
$0.1495
semester credit hour.
ing at that right now.”
ACC’s geographically dispersed
Source: Texas Association of Community Colleges
service area requires the college to
have multiple campuses to effectively serve other hand, no other big-city community Association president.
all communities, Vickers said. The challenge college district in Texas has higher tuition
“It’s about the money—that’s the way the
is ensuring the college’s resources are pro- rates than ACC, according to TACC data.
administrators view adjuncts,” he said. “As
portionally dispersed among the 11 camACC officials declared a hiring freeze in long as there is a greater supply of adjuncts
puses, he said.
July 2012. Full-time faculty positions can be than demand for them, the school will get the
“Clearly we’re not trying to rein in— replaced with proper approval, although ACC best people they can for the least amount of
though it’s a balance,” Vickers said. “I think administrators last November proposed lim- money,” said Cutler, who acknowledged that
that’s why, relatively speaking, it might look iting adjunct faculty hours in an attempt to adjunct faculty should do better to present a
like we’re spread thin. There’s always chal- avoid paying full-time health care costs.
solution rather than simply state the problem.
lenges with growing.”
The proposal drew criticism from faculty
Adjunct faculty are promoted to fill half
While no two Texas community col- members and board members who debated of all full-time vacancies, said Vickers, who
lege districts are exactly alike, high-growth exactly how much health care coverage the estimated in January that it would cost up to
urban districts in the state have faced more college should provide adjunct faculty—and $1.2 million to fund increased adjunct facchallenges in recent years, said Steven John- where that money should come from.
ulty health care coverage.
son, Texas Association of Community Col“I will argue during budget [discussions]
“If in fact we’re going to start making conleges vice president of public affairs. Texas in support of adjunct,” said Allan Kaplan, a tributions to these benefits, we need to have
community college enrollment is expected 20-year ACC board member, during a Janu- a way to be thoughtful about that expense
to double by 2050, he said, making long- ary board meeting.
so we can plan for it,” Vickers said. “That’s
term planning all the more essential.
Trustee John-Michael Cortez said in where the discussion needs to go—not
“I think the concern is, over time as state March that there is not a huge appetite about limiting hours or limiting benefits.”
enrollment doubles, will the state [Legisla- among board members to increase tuition
Vickers said the board would need to
ture] be able to double its appropriation the rates, and he is opposed to some board decide before July’s budget deadline whether
next 20–30 years?” Johnson said.
members’ suggestions that ACC increase adjunct faculty should be allowed to cobble
its tax rate to accommodate potentially together part-time hours toward reaching
Funding investment
expanded health care coverage.
full-time status—a practice not allowed at
The state funded more than 60 percent
Both Cortez and the Full-Time Faculty many other state community colleges.
of community college operations in the Senate have instead publicly supported hir“Any point in the year some [adjunct facmid-1980s, Johnson said. Now state money ing more full-time faculty rather than rely- ulty member] might hit that threshold, then
accounts for less than 30 percent, he said.
ing so heavily on adjuncts. There are more next month I have to start paying for beneAs a result, property taxes have been used than double the number of adjunct faculty fits I didn’t have in the budget,” Vickers said.
to offset the budget imbalance, Thomas members compared with full-timers—1,340
said. Austin’s rapid growth has helped ACC to 543—according to fall 2013 figures.
Tell us what
maintain the lowest taxing rate among Texas Many adjuncts also assist in ACC tutoring
Comment at impactnews.com
you think.
urban community college districts. On the labs, said Richard Cutler, Adjunct Faculty
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corridor has its own plan. Project
Connect officials have deemed
the North Corridor as the highest-priority corridor.
On April 16, North Corridor
planners—consisting of mayors
and other elected and transportation officials—unveiled their
locally preferred alternative, or
LPA, map of proposed transit
options to connect those cities via
bus and rail services.
“If we want to maintain prosperity, preserve the natural beauty
and our quality of life, we’ve got
to do something about our [traffic] congestion,” said Linda Watson, president and CEO of Capital
Metro, the city of Austin’s transit
agency. “We need it all—roads,
but as importantly, transit.”
The proposed services would
link to existing services such as
MetroRail in Austin and provide
an estimated 19,000 additional
daily transit trips that could
remove 10,000 vehicles from the
region’s roadways each weekday,
said Todd Hemingson, Capital
Metro’s vice president of strategic
planning and development.
“We think this plan will ...
maximize our land-use opportunities and build something that’s
expandable,” he said.
Bus, rail services
The final LPA involves expanding Capital Metro’s existing services past its membership border,
which ends roughly in northern
Travis County. Some services
would use existing toll roads,
including SH 130 and SH 45 N as
well as the MoPac express lanes
that will open in late 2015.
In January, Capital Metro
launched its newest bus system,
MetroRapid. This system could be
extended an additional 29 miles
north to Pflugerville as well as to
Round Rock and Georgetown.
Capital Metro’s Express bus,
which primarily serves commuters to downtown Austin via Park
& Ride facilities, could also be
expanded to Round Rock and
Georgetown using I-35, SH 45 N
and MoPac. This service could be
one of the first to launch in the
North Corridor, Hemingson said.
“The timing is about the same
as the MoPac [express lane] project opening, which is looking at
the end of next year,” he said.
Fifty-three new miles of
Express bus service are planned
for the North Corridor, including
a second route from downtown
Austin to Hutto using part of the

North Corridor plan

abandoned MoKan railroad right
of way that passes through East
Austin and southern Pflugerville.
Because part of that right of way
is in close proximity to schools
and neighborhoods in Pflugerville, the Express bus would use
FM 685 and SH 130.
“We were pleased to see the
plan include the transit system
along FM 685 and SH 130 instead
of the MoKan right of way,”
Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman
said. “The city expressed concern
about our community being cut
in half if additional transit was
placed in that right of way.”
Round Rock Mayor Alan
McGraw, who chaired the North
Corridor planning team, said the
goal is offering efficient alternatives.
“If you’re going to ask people to
get out of their cars and get into
some form of transit ... the only
way they’re going to do that is if
you provide a true alternative to
their automobile,” he said.
Holland believes Hutto residents
would be willing to give up driving
and use these transit services.
“We have so many people
moving into the area who have
lived in metropolitan areas that
have mass transit,” Holland said.
“They already get the importance
of mass transit. People that are
native Texans, it’s hard to make
that transition from your own
vehicle or your truck.”
Funding and organization
Ultimately it is up to each
municipality benefiting from
Project Connect services to determine a financial plan.
Coleman said Pflugerville City
Council will be briefed during its
May 27 work session about the
plan and costs to residents.
“We’re going to have to weigh ...
the potential benefit our citizens
would receive,” he said.
Hemingson said Capital Metro
likely would finance the system
that is in its service area while outside jurisdictions would fund their
areas. Capital Metro will pursue
federal funding through the Federal Transit Administration.
Each municipality will need to
create an agreement or contract
for services and develop ways to
finance and implement the services. Hemingson said the preferred option is for a jurisdiction
to join Capital Metro’s service
area. However, this requires dedicating 1 percent of a city’s sales tax
income to the agency—a scenario
Hemingson said is unlikely.
More realistic options would
involve creating an interlocal
agreement or a local government
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Connect | The service is designed
for direct, limited-stop bus service
between major centers of population
and employment.

Proposed services in the North Corridor include expanding existing services
in Capital Metro’s service area such as MetroExpress and MetroRapid, and
implementing a new bus service: Connect.

MetroExpress | The service would
offer longer weekday trips using roads
with minimal congestion to connect North
Corridor urban areas to downtown Austin.

MetroRapid | Capital Metro’s bus rapid transit service offers
high-end amenities such as free Wi-Fi, frequent service and a
dedicated lane through downtown Austin. Plans call for extending
the service to Round Rock and Georgetown.
Source: Project Connect planning team

corporation, Hemingson said.
The jurisdictions could also
choose to be an FTA fund recipient and receive federal funding
for services. In all scenarios, jurisdictions could access their portion of the region’s federal funding for eligible expenses.
Having these options reinforces
the North Corridor team’s goal of
not enforcing a one-size-fits-all
solution.
“The density in downtown Austin is obviously completely different from density you’re going to
see in Hutto, Pflugerville, Round
Rock or Georgetown,” McGraw

said. “…We still have to come up
with a regional plan and regional
solution, but we need to recognize
there are differences in the region.”
Phasing and implementation
To implement the LPA, McGraw
said it is key that the region stays
united on seeing it to fruition.
“You’ve got to keep the region
together and members of the region
actively engaged and working,” he
said. “This can’t be some plan you
take and just put on a shelf.”
The planning team will come
up with recommendations for the
first and subsequent phases and

indicate associated capital costs
and operations and maintenance
expectations. Although phasing is
up to each jurisdiction, Hemingson said he is optimistic about
seeing the plan come to fruition.
“As we’ve recognized, some of
them are more ready than others, and some have more growing
to do in terms of development to
become transit-ready,” he said.
“Over time we’ll see transit in all
of these communities.”
Tell us what you think.
Comment at impactnews.com
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Keller Williams Williamson County Relocation Division.

Global Reach. Local Roots.

WilcoRelo.com | 512.220.RELO (7356)

Keller Williams Realty’s
Williamson County Relocation
Division is changing the way
relocation is done.

We aren’t just moving companies and their employees in and
out of Williamson County. We are here to assist with LOCAL
relocation needs for companies already here.
Is your company looking for
a larger facility?

WE CAN DO THAT.

Are your employees thinking
about moving up or
moving down?

WE CAN DO THAT.

Does your HR department want
to offer seminars on how your
employees can pay for college via
real estate investment?

WE CAN DO THAT.

IT’S LIKE HAVING YOUR OWN REAL ESTATE DIVISION WITHIN YOUR COMPANY.
Keller Williams Round Rock has closed over $750 million in Central Texas over the last
decade. And our team represents the top 5% of those practitioners. We offer the full range
of real estate services including commercial and residential sales and leasing, short and
long-term placement, concierge services, relocation and transaction coordination.

WE ARE READY TO PARTNER WITH YOU.
Start Your Williamson County Home Search Today
www.WilcoPropertySearch.com
Round Rock Office: 512.255.5050
Georgetown Office: 512.868.1771
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
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Keller Williams
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Market Data
On the market (March 2014)

Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale
Price Range

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Average days on the market

Hutto

Round Rock

Number of homes sold

Pflugerville

Hutto

Month

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Median price
Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Hutto
$150,000

Less than $100,000

7

0

2

15

–

14

March 2014

264

116

58

$240,000

$172,150

$100,000–$149,999

53

37

43

18

28

33

March 2013

253

122

45

$222,900

$163,950

$145,500

$150,000–$199,999

126

156

87

24

26

40

February 2014

158

87

49

$203,500

$189,000

$156,000

$200,000–$299,999

279

185

55

45

52

61

January 2014

147

80

26

$209,000

$174,575

$147,250

$300,000–$399,999

185

32

8

53

113

44

December 2013

238

147

42

$232,347

$181,500

$153,458

$400,000–$499,999

93

2

4

50

205

129

November 2013

181

103

35

$234,600

$162,125

$145,000

$500,000–$749,999

42

1

2

59

63

490

October 2013

238

125

65

$228,875

$183,000

$154,202

$750,000–$999,999

3

0

1

85

–

249

September 2013

256

139

61

$219,250

$173,000

$148,000

$1 million +

2

0

1

105

–

969

August 2013

325

161

77

$229,250

$188,319

$150,000

Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78634

Cottonwood Creek

112 Yaupon Drive

4br/2ba

$82,000

1,736

Bertha Godinez

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-635-4222

78634

Enclave at Brushy Creek

2004 Concan Drive

3br/2ba

$149,950

1,384

Bertha Godinez

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-635-4222

78634

Heritage on San Gabriel

606 Heritage Cove

6br/5ba

$1,000,000

5,942

Dave Murray

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-751-6060

78634

Hutto Square

513 Hyltin St.

3br/2ba

$195,702

1,805

Kenneth Gezella

Gatehouse Properties

210-837-8423

78634

Hutto Square

217 Wiltshire Drive

3br/2ba

$224,726

1,803

Kenneth Gezella

Gatehouse Properties

210-837-8423

78634

Hutto Square

521 Wiltshire Drive

3br/2ba

$230,088

1,912

Kenneth Gezella

Gatehouse Properties

210-837-8423

78634

Hutto Square

529 W. Metcalfe St.

5br/2ba

$175,000

2,163

John Porter

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-563-8176

78634

Riverwalk

325 Riverwalk Drive

3br/2ba

$179,900

2,316

Daniel Wilson

Keller Williams Realty

512-801-7718

78634

Rolling Hills

21403 Greenridge Drive

4br/3ba

$340,000

2,741

Deborah Dahlberg-Rowland

Stanberry & Associates

512-743-0516

78634

Hutto Parke

126 Almquist St.

4br/2ba

$159,900

2,456

Jeff Dillard

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-426-1294

78660

Commons at Rowe Lane

20620 Commons Parkway

3br/2ba

$315,000

2,961

Scott Tolar

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-693-9020

78660

Fairways Blackhawk

2300 Dunes Drive

4br/3ba

$335,000

3,187

Nancy Moore

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-422-4767

78660

Falcon Pointe

19401 Gale Meadow Drive

4br/2ba

$225,000

2,384

Kristi Long Sanguinet

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-922-7191

78660

Falcon Pointe

18913 Hill Top Canyon Cove

5br/3ba

$379,900

4,557

Lockie Ealy

Realty Austin

512-699-0866

78660

Highland Park Condo

17909 Kenai Fjords Drive, Unit 2

3br/2ba

$166,900

1,314

Karen Staha

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-217-2435

78660

Lakes at Northtown

712 Watson Way

3br/2ba

$279,900

3,032

Naila Ismail

Private Label Realty

512-422-4653

78660

Meadows Blackhawk

2111 Terrace Drive

3br/2ba

$181,999

1,806

Jon Offord

Realty Executives, Austin–North

512-659-7318

78660

Meadows Blackhawk

20408 Kearney Hill Road

4br/2ba

$225,000

2,281

Gary Gentry

Keller Williams Realty

512-794-6728

78660

Northtown Park

13810 Letti Lane

4br/2ba

$148,000

1,808

Frederick Milling

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-623-0580

78660

Reserve at Westcreek

19109 Sparrow Trail

3br/2ba

$196,025

1,828

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Royal Pointe

18705 William Anderson Drive

4br/2ba

$244,500

3,047

Dat Lien

Spencer Properties

512-947-6416

78660

Spring Willow

1400 Ransom St.

3br/2ba

$159,000

1,657

George Kiefer

Keller Williams Realty

512-970-0709

78660

The Park at Blackhawk

3337 Winding Shore Lane

4br/2ba

$220,000

2,729

John Mick

RE/MAX Capital City

512-964-5724

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

3612 Taylor Falls Drive

3br/2ba

$184,900

1,814

Juli St. Louis

Keller Williams Realty

512-801-8913

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

18704 Drivey Lake Lane

3br/2ba

$199,000

1,905

John Spae

Private Label Realty

512-466-1162

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4705 Rolling Water Drive

3br/2ba

$238,845

2,179

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

18033 Silent Harbor Loop

4br/2ba

$336,225

3,429

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4701 Rolling Water Drive

3br/2ba

$224,742

1,858

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4721 Rolling Water Drive

3br/2ba

$214,084

1,632

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Willow Creek

701 Cedar Ridge Drive

3br/2ba

$182,500

1,662

Debra Meyer

Keller Williams Realty

512-791-8467

78664

Ashton Oaks

1921 Creek Crest Way

5br/3ba

$275,000

3,060

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78664

Chandler Creek

1619 Alazan Cove

4br/2ba

$159,000

2,977

Christopher Aldridge

Keller Williams Realty–RR

817-584-3236

78664

Eggers

503 W. Oak Drive

4br/3ba

$435,000

3,376

Kim Stanley

RE/MAX 1

512-337-0261

78664

Forest Creek

4013 Sable Oaks Drive

3br/2ba

$245,000

2,025

Leisa Ormsbee

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-590-1833

78664

Forest Creek

3906 Palmer Drive

4br/3ba

$548,000

4,124

Dawna Cekuta

Amelia Bullock Realtors Inc.

512-413-3333

78664

Forest Creek

3709 Norman Loop

4br/2ba

$239,900

2,435

Karen Halsema

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-514-1312

78664

High Country

3212 Winding Way

4br/2ba

$198,000

2,134

George Wali

RE/MAX 1

512-365-4760

78664

Kensington

503 Dover Lane

3br/2ba

$109,999

1,383

Jay Warren

Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

512-864-5657

78665

Lake Forest

2121 Clear Lake Place

5br/4ba

$375,000

3,443

Dinah Flores

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-743-3424

78665

Lakeside

3668 Texana Loop

3br/2ba

$165,000

1,728

Tim Kress

RE/MAX 1

512-719-5555

78665

Legends Village

917 Brighton Place

4br/2ba

$209,900

2,008

Lindsay Mitchell

e–Executive Realty

512-669-9304

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

529 W. Metcalfe St.

20408 Kearney Hill Road

4705 Rolling Water Drive

3212 Winding Way
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78665

Pioneer Crossing

1544 Kenneys Way

4br/2ba

$179,997

1,908

Ricky Cain

Keller Williams Realty

512-794-6601

78665

Teravista

1115 Hidden View Place

4br/2ba

$215,000

2,356

Kristi Long Sanguinet

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-922-7191

78665

Ryans Crossing

3622 Nolan Ryan Blvd.

3br/2ba

$211,900

2,588

Karla Jordan

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-657-4292

78665

Settlement

1000 Outpost Cove

4br/2ba

$173,900

1,888

David Money

Keller Williams Realty

512-426-2536

78665

Sonoma

2237 Buena Vista Lane

4br/4ba

$298,000

3,139

Barbara Core

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-517-8100

78665

Sonoma

3554 Shiraz Loop

3br/2ba

$239,900

2,502

Karen McGrath

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-940-4057

78665

Teravista

741 Bent Wood Place

3br/2ba

$182,000

1,397

Cheryl Tucker

Best Agents in Texas

512-705-9010

78665

Teravista

1626 Hidden Springs Path

4br/2ba

$219,900

1,848

Judy Schoening

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-797-4422

78665

Teravista

2109 Reston Cove

5br/4ba

$415,000

4,584

Jason Taylor

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-200-2624

78681

Arbor Place

2220 Park Place Circle

4br/4ba

$749,000

4,420

Chuma Jerome

Private Label Realty

512-423-5507

78681

Behrens Ranch

3013 Edgecreek Place

5br/3ba

$415,000

3,717

Hayat Shaban

Keller Williams Realty

512-541-5634

78681

Bellview

809 Bellview Ave.

3br/1ba

$115,000

1,204

Urvi Desai

Keller Williams Realty

860-965-2952

78681

Bent Tree

3005 Bent Tree Loop

4br/2ba

$265,000

2,489

Pat Gunter

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-750-0116

78681

Cat Hollow

7019 Rambollet Terrace

4br/2ba

$295,000

2,950

Dannielle Laramee

Realty Austin

512-506-1162

78681

Cat Hollow

16761 Marsala Springs Drive

6br/3ba

$309,900

3,582

Tammy Young

Private Label Realty

512-751-6119

78681

Mayfield Ranch

3540 Pine Needle Circle

5br/3ba

$324,500

2,886

Tony Castro

Keller Williams Realty

512-563-1147

78681

Mayfield Ranch

3742 Derby Trail

5br/3ba

$339,500

3,457

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-994-0247

78681

Mayfield Ranch

3810 Pine Needle Lane

3br/2ba

$269,500

2,451

Chuma Jerome

Private Label Realty

512-423-5507

78681

Oak Hollow

1225 Lacey Oak Loop

4br/2ba

$239,500

2,379

Kaemarie Nasamran

Keller Williams Realty

512-905-5643

78681

Oaklands

509 Oak Park Drive

5br/3ba

$329,000

3,202

Kevin Connolly

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-999-8167

78681

Oaklands

1910 Springwater Drive

4br/2ba

$239,900

2,304

Jim Gough

Keller Williams Realty

512-415-9602

78681

Preserve at Stone Oak

809 Chiselpoint Cove

3br/2ba

$179,900

1,634

Michelle Allen

Keller Williams Realty

512-637-8212

78681

Preserve at Stone Oak

3739 Castle Rock Drive

3br/2ba

$168,000

1,467

Kim Stanley

RE/MAX 1

512-337-0261

78681

Sendero Spring

4510 Aria Cove

4br/2ba

$274,900

2,503

Margaret Rhein

Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

512-630-3146

78681

Sendero Spring

121 Brisa Bend Way

3br/2ba

$309,900

2,316

Patrick Eitel

Keller Williams – Lake Travis

512-293-9124

78681

Stone Canyon

18100 Whitewater Cove

4br/3ba

$314,500

2,732

Liz Ott

Keller Williams Realty

512-338-4771

78681

Stone Canyon

9004 Sunburst Terrace

4br/3ba

$375,000

3,528

Pamela Flitton

RE/MAX 1

512-736-4258

78681

Village Mayfield Ranch

3725 Fossilwood Way

4br/2ba

$284,800

2,742

Becky Thurman

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-771-8618

78681

Walsh Ranch

3340 Marcasite Drive

4br/3ba

$465,000

3,488

Russell Phillips

Keller Williams Realty–GT

512-698-7877

78717

Avery Ranch West

15020 Banbridge Trail

3br/2ba

$299,900

2,477

Ron Dunagan

Keller Williams Realty

512-777-9581

78717

Casitas at Avery Ranch

11004 Casitas Drive

4br/2ba

$325,000

2,870

Eric Peterson

Keller Williams Realty

512-791-7473

78717

Davis Spring

15031 Savannah Heights Drive

4br/2ba

$269,000

2,265

Karen McGrath

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-940-4057

78717

Meadows Brushy Creek

8805 Splitarrow Drive

5br/3ba

$345,000

3,511

Nancy Moore

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-422-4767

78717

Oak Brook

9301 Manitou Springs Lane

4br/3ba

$355,000

2,804

Nancy Moore

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-422-4767

78717

Pearson Place

15905 Pearson Brothers Drive

3br/2ba

$344,900

2,050

Kevin McCord

Realty Austin

512-784-9644

78717

Woods of Brushy Creek

15601 Staffordshire Lane

4br/3ba

$305,000

2,864

Carolina Aceituno

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-217-1218

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

2109 Reston Cove

3540 Pine Needle Circle

9004 Sunburst Terrace

15905 Pearson Brothers Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 04/11/14 and 04/23/14 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Gated Community • Stand Alone Villas • Hike & Bike Trails • 2 Car Garages • 10 Floor Plans
7 Acre Park • Clubhouse • Scenic Creek • Picnic Areas • Maintenance-Free Exterior • Low HOA Fees
Nearby Old Settlers Park, Outlet Malls, Golf Courses, Toll Roads, Churches, Hospitals, Shopping and Recreation!

Active Adult Community

1,256 to 2,448 square feet starting at $230,500
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Kenny Fort Blvd.

512-736-9001

Model Home OPEN DAILY
Noon to 6PM or Call For Appointment

www.LegendsVillageII.com
2800 Joe DiMaggio Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665

