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Road to fruition

RM 620 improvements could
pave way for developments
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Annie Drabicky

When Williamson County voters approved
a $228 million road bond package in 2006,
one of the key sections of roadways identified
for improvement was the portion of RM 620
that now stretches between SH 45 N and I-35.
Since the bonds were passed, the county has
been consistently chipping away at improving
the roadway itself and its arterial connectors. In December, construction crews started
working on the most significant phase yet, an
$18.3 million project that entails widening
2 miles of RM 620 between Cornerwood and
Wyoming Springs drives.
Once completed, however, the improvements may not only increase the safety and
mobility of one of Williamson County’s most
densely populated and heavily trafficked corridors, but also set the foundation for an area
developers are anxious to build up.
“If you look at the demographics around
the [RM] 620 area—the average income, the
education, the children—those are the demographics everybody loves,” said Russ Boles, a

7 Utilities

Round Rock ISD updates and data

Construction crews are currently at work on an $18.3 million county-funded project to widen RM 620.

broker for Summit Commercial, a Williamson County commercial real estate firm.
“Hospitals love them. Retailers love them. It
is just fantastic.
“When the road gets wider, the traffic will
flow better, and it will become even more
desirable for commercial users. You have to
set the table before you eat, and a good, big

road is one of the main things [needed for
development].”
Developers see RM 620 as a potential gold
mine of opportunity; residents and commuters simply want the road improved to
increase mobility. So in order to set the proverbial table that will satisfy the wants of
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Comptroller lays $9.2 million
tax bill on City of Round Rock

27 business
Starmark

Audit reveals massive overpayments by Dell

JP Eichmiller

By JP Eichmiller

Pflugerville High School is participating in a student attendance study.

School districts pushing to
increase student attendance
Task force: Absences resulting in lost revenue
By Kelli Weldon and Korri Kezar

If school districts throughout
Central Texas could increase
attendance by 2 percentage
points, local schools could
get $34 million in state funding, according to Susan Dawson, president and executive

director of the nonprofit organization E3 Alliance.
That’s the message the Austin-based organization hopes to
spread with the introduction of
its task force for Missing School
Matters, or MSM, a regionwide
See Attendance | 19

An accounting error on the
part of Dell Inc. is forcing the
City of Round Rock to pay the
state back for millions of dollars
of tax collections the city never
should have received.
According to an audit completed Jan. 24 by the office of
Susan Combs, Texas comptroller of public accounts, between
October 2006 and December
2010, Dell overpaid more than
$38 million in sales and use
taxes to the State of Texas. After
receiving the overpayments
from Dell, the state forwarded
more than $9.2 million to the
City of Round Rock for its local
portion of taxes—an amount
the state is now demanding the
city reimburse.
“An audit was conducted by

the Texas comptroller of public
accounts [in 2012], and they
found that we had paid state
and local taxes on transactions
that turns out were not taxable
in Texas,” said Jess Blackburn,
Dell spokesman for Corporate
Affairs. “The state subsequently
refunded the overpayment
directly to Dell. We have cooperated with both the state and
with the City of Round Rock
and appreciate the work done by
the comptroller’s office to identify the overpayment.”
Blackburn declined to elaborate on exactly what errors
occurred that resulted in the
significant overpayments.
“We wouldn’t really want to
go into that level of detail,” he
said. “For the specifics on what

See Audit | 37
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EMERGENCY CARE AT
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT
Check E.R. Wait Times EMERGENCY
Before You Leave Home. SPEED

In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.
For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627
or (888) 868-2104.

Scan this code or visit stdavids.com/er

stdavids.com/er 2400 Round Rock Ave. • Round Rock, Tx 78681 (512) 341-1000
12-SDM-0793 SDGT & SDRR ER Campaign Print_V3.indd 2

10/23/12 2:44 PM
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Unless you grew up
in the Round Rock area
during the Truman
administration, you
probably aren’t aware of
the full evolution of RM
620 and its historical
connections to the city.
The roadway was originally laid out as a conduit
between Round Rock
and the rural communities surrounding Cedar
Park and Jollyville to the west. In the 1950s, the road
was extended into Travis County where it connected to
the former community of Hickmuntown—an area now
commonly referred to as the Four Points area of Austin,
and then farther out to the City of Bee Cave. The road
remained as it was originally laid out—a rural, two-lane
state highway—until the late 1970s, when Round Rock’s
increasing population prompted the Texas Department
of Transportation to widen it to four lanes.

Today, the road exists as a major conduit for the
most densely populated section of Williamson County.
According to a county demographer, more than 25,000
residents live in the immediate vicinity of the RM 620
corridor between I-35 and SH 45 N. Studies say the area
sees an average daily traffic count of more than 36,000
vehicles—a number city planners believe could more
than double in the next 20 years.
These prognostications can be translated in a number
of ways. To commuters, the growth equates to crowded
roadways; for developers, it translates into opportunity;
and for public officials, the situation requires a plan of
action to manage the interests of both. In this issue, our
front-page story, “Road to fruition,” goes into detail of
not only how one of Williamson County’s most important roadways is being handled now, but also what
officials are doing to set it up for the future.

JP Eichmiller
Editor

jeichmiller@impactnews.com

community feedback
Take the poll

last month’s Poll results

In this edition, we begin our annual guides to local school
districts. Our front-page story, “School districts pushing to
increase student attendance,” also examines the effects of student absences, and our At the Capitol section looks into what
the Legislature is doing to improve education. We want to know
what you think are the top priorities for local schools.

In the May issue, we wrote about the massive increase in
new commercial business permits being issued in 2013 versus the previous year. We asked readers if they thought the
numbers were indicative of a rebounding local economy.

What do you believe the top priorities
for local school districts should be?

Do you believe the uptick in new
business construction is an indication
that the local economy is improving?
Yes, I believe the local economy is strong now.

Increasing funding

39.29%

Finding a better method of standardized testing

Yes, it is improving, but there is a long way to go.

Increasing school accountability

33.33%

Decreasing student absences
Improving curriculum and raising teaching standards
None of the above

Maybe, it depends on what kind of jobs are created.

11.9%

Advertising

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of
Community Impact Newspaper.

No, the local costs of living still need to improve.

10.71 %
No, the job market has not gotten any better.

©2013 JG Media INC. All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any portion
of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Correction: Volume 8, Issue 9
On Page 5, the phone number for G&S Mechanical was
listed incorrectly. The correct number is 512-627-1824.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

4.77%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 5/2/13–5/23/13

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com
Absolutely ZERO down!

2013 VOLVO S60 T5
mo

$279

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan
Premium Sedan with All Weather Pkg

$244mo

**Up to $1,000 in extra incentive cash

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193
Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 months** with $2,628 cash due at signing *48 months at $21 per month per $1,000 financed. **$1,000 includes application of $1,000 Volvo Loyalty Bonus ***No security deposit
required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60T5 FWD, includes destination charge and application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at
$0.25 / mile. Expires May 31, 2013. Lease payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for
Loyalty Bonus offer. Please see retailer for details.Advertised lease payments and financing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for qualified customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease
payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus offer.

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819
Model DAE. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $244,
final pymt / residual = $13,987. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,903. Stk# Z8436. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. All regular scheduled
maintenance must be completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other oer. Dealer participation may affect final
negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG -gures are estimated highway, results vary. Offers expire 5/31/13.
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10 Challenger School will open its second
Texas location at 1521 Joyce Lane on June
8 at a new, eight-classroom building. The
school will begin offering preschool and
kindergarten classes June 17. Challenger
School is an independent, private school
with 23 campuses in five states.
512-255-8844. www.challengerschool.com

Relocations
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116. Owner Cindi Stowell said the business
will be a music teaching school that will
offer private lessons in guitar, piano, voice,
drums and bass guitar. The business also
offers group lessons for rock bands, praise
bands and glee club choir. 512-239-8838.
www.premier-music-academy.com

Thu. 7 a.m.–10 p.m., Fri. 7 a.m.–
11 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–11 p.m. and Sun.
8 a.m.–10 p.m. 512-381-0173.
www.torchystacos.com

1 Sub Hub sandwich shop opened
March 3 at 1920 Sam Bass Road, Ste. 200.
The shop offers hot and cold sandwiches,
and makes its own roast beef, pulled pork
and ice cream. Hours are 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
daily. 512-716-1920

4 Owner Heather Barbosa opened
Zenith Massage on May 19 at 2150 E.
Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 300. The business
offers full massage services. 512-388-1755.
www.zenithmassageandspa.com

2 European Wax Center opened May
22 at 117 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 150 in
the Round Rock Crossing shopping center.
The business offers full waxing services for
men and women. Hours are Mon.–Fri.
9 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sun.
10 a.m.–4 p.m. 512-388-4400.
www.waxcenter.com/tx-round-rock

Owner Candace Avila opened home-based
business Smart Cookies on April 1. The
business provides workshops for girls to
help build self-esteem, confidence and
friendships. Avila said the business also
runs summer camps for 7- to 12-year-old
girls. 512-565-7274.
www.smartcookiesschoolforgirls.com

3 Torchy’s Tacos held a grand opening
for its new location at 2150 E. Palm
Valley Blvd., Ste. 100, on May 16. The new
restaurant is the eighth location in Central
Texas, in addition to a food trailer park in
South Austin. Torchy’s specializes in taco
recipes using ingredients such as fried
avocado, grilled jalapeño sausage and
Jamaican jerk chicken. Hours are Mon.–

5 Specialty motorcycle sales and repair
shop Flying Piston Motorcycles opened
May 3 at 1401 Sam Bass Road. Owner Jim
Kline said the business works with all
makes and models of motorcycles and also
offers parts sales and custom performance
and fabrication work. 512-310-8514.
www.flyingpistonmotorcycles.com

Map not to scale

6 Owner Patricia Willingham opened
PHOENIX Face & Body on March 1 at
400 W. Main St., Ste. 217. Willingham uses
microcurrents and radio frequencies to
offer noninvasive, nonsurgical face-lifts.
Hours are by appointment.
512-818-5669. www.phoenixfacebody.com
7 Sizzle Indian Grill opened May 13
at 2000 S. I-35, Ste. C-1. Co-owner Rana
Reddy said the Indian restaurant offers a
live-grill setting where custom-ordered
food is prepared in front of customers.
The business also offers catering services.
512-255-2553. www.sizzleindiangrill.com
8 Owner Siree Loka opened Siri
Salonspa at 110 N. I-35, Ste. 145, on May
15. The business is a full-service salon
offering hair removal, body waxing and
sugaring, skin care, hair care, spray tan
services, pedicures and manicures. The
business also offers a gift boutique shop.
512-535-6079. www.sirisalonspa.com

Coming Soon
9 Premier Music Academy will open
June 10 at 1400 E. Old Settlers Blvd., Ste.

11 Owner Kevin Taylor moved The
Childbloom Guitar Center main office
and headquarters to 200A Northwest Drive
on Feb. 1 from its previous location at 4000
Medical Parkway, Austin. Childbloom
specializes in teaching children age 5 and
older how to play the guitar. The location
does not have regular hours but is open for
lessons on weekdays. 512-452-8765.
www.austin.childbloom.com
12 Chad Sellers, owner, broker and
managing member of Texas Property
Shop, will relocate his business from its
current location at 2851 Joe DiMaggio
Blvd. to 1780 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 300, in
August. Texas Property Shop is a brokerage
firm that currently specializes in listing and
selling foreclosed homes, but Sellers said he
hopes to use the relocation to branch into
retail-type real estate sales.
512-255-1800. www.texaspropertyshop.com
13 Westlake Dermatology will relocate
from its location at 16000 Park Valley
Drive, Ste. 120, to a new 4,676-squarefoot office at 1760 Round Rock Ave. by
September. The business offers medical
and cosmetic dermatology services as well
as Botox and laser treatments.
512-583-3376.
www.westlakedermatology.com
14 Owner Matthew Webster moved
Economy Computer Repair on May 20
from 1800 N. Mays St. to an 850-squarefoot location at 1001 Sam Bass Circle, Ste.
400. The business specializes in repairs
to laptop and desktop PCs and monitors.
The business also offers on-site repairs as
well as setting up and installing computer
servers and network systems. 512-291-2130.
www.economycomputerrepair.com

In the News
15 Dallas-based Forest Park Medical
Center is planning to build a new
physician-owned hospital on 8.52 acres
at 1201 W. Louis Henna Blvd. in far
North Austin , according to a site plan
application filed April 11. Donna Galati,
City of Austin senior planner, said the site
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Compiled by JP Eichmiller and Korri Kezar

Pflugerville
Now Open
16 Pediatric dentistry office My Kid’s
Dentist opened an office at 1553 FM 685,
Ste. 300, on April 15. The business offers
services such as cleanings, fillings and
more. Hours are Mon. and Wed.
8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 512-251-5436.
www.mykidsdentistonline.com
17 The city’s second Goodwill store,
located at 1701 FM 685, opened with
a ribbon cutting May 30. Goodwill’s
mission through its thrift stores is to
generate revenue to provide programs
for employment and educational
opportunities. Hours are Mon.–Sat.
8 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
512-252-8827. www.austingoodwill.org
18 Sleep Experts opened its ninth
Austin-area location April 20 in a new,
4,500-square-foot location at 1608 Town
Center Drive, Ste. 100, in the Stone Hill

Relocations

22 Golden Crust Pizza opened April 26 at
625 FM 685, Ste. B, next to the Valero gas
station. Owner Pedro Lopez said the store
serves pizza, pasta and more, and offers
delivery and carryout. 512-642-3959.
www.mygoldencrustpizza.com

Anniversaries

Coming Soon

21 Pflugerville Optical Outlet at 1101
W. Pecan St., Ste. 1, celebrated its one-year
anniversary June 1. Owner Debra Casner
said the store is a full-service optical
business specializing in the sale of lenses
and frames. 512-252-0411.
www.pflugervilleopticaloutlet.com

23 The Bridge Community Church broke
ground April 21 on a new 18,000-squarefoot facility to be located on 70 acres at
747 CR 138. Lead Pastor David McLain
said the church hopes to relocate from
its present location at 15803 Windermere
Drive, Ste. 401, in Pflugerville to the
new location by spring or summer 2014.
McLain said The Bridge Community
Church is a multidenominational church
affiliated with The Assembly of God.
512-252-2444. www.bridgechurchag.org

The Pflugerville Garden Society met
April 27 at Lake Pflugerville for its first
community project, building raised flower
beds at the lake pavilion. The nonprofit
organization was formed in February and
is made up of volunteers who coordinate
with local businesses and the city to
install flower beds for the beautification
of the city. The group also hosts classes
on soils, planting, water conservation and
gardening. 512-584-4568.
www.meetup.com/pflugervillegarden

Torchy’s Tacos held a grand opening May 16 at
2150 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 100, in Round Rock.

Hutto

20 White Rock Veterinary Hospital
relocated May 28 from its former
location at 2700 W. Pecan St. to a new,
5,800-square-foot building at 2509 W.
Pecan St. Owned by Dr. Todd Riggan,
the business has served Pflugerville for
12 years. WRVH specializes in wellness
services and preventative care for
household pets including small mammals.
512-670-5400. www.whiterockvet.com

Community Service

3

Now Open
Smart Cookies, a workshop and summer camp for
girls, opened April 1 in Round Rock.

Round Rock Police Detective Jeff Gogolewski
won first place at the National Narcotics Detector
Dog Association Conference competition in April.

In the News
Mayor Debbie Holland; Ronnie
Quintanilla-Perez, Place 3 councilwoman
and mayor pro tem; and Place 6
councilman Max Yeste were sworn into
office May 23 after running unopposed
in the May 11 City Council elections. The
officials will serve terms through 2016.
www.huttotx.gov

The Pflugerville Garden Society began its community flower bed projects in April.
News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or
Hutto? E-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Our Gold Standards:

512-642-5994
123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

John F. McEntire,
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek,
DDS

Find us on
Facebook!

Official Partner of the
Round Rock Express

JP Eichmiller

Pflugerville ISD held its annual awards
banquet May 8. Murchison Elementary
School teacher Haley Mokry was named
Elementary Teacher of the Year, and Nicole
Hutchinson, Park Crest Middle School
teacher, was named Secondary Teacher of
the Year. Support staff awards included
Chris Townsend, Maintenance Person
of the Year; Andrew Herrera, Grounds
Person of the Year; Custodian of the
Year Rocky Ruedas; and Bo Hutchinson,
Support Staff Person of the Year.
www.pflugervilleisd.net

Courtesy Smart Cookies

Round Rock City Council members
George White and Kris Whitfield were
sworn into places 2 and 6, respectively,
May 23 after running unopposed in City
Council elections May 11. With re-election,
White and Whitfield will serve terms
through 2016. www.roundrocktexas.gov

19 Nonprofit Emancipet opened its
second brick-and-mortar location at 15803
Windermere Drive, Ste. 205A, on May 23.
The organization offers low-cost spay and
neuter services, preventative veterinary
care, rabies vaccines and microchipping
services for pets. Hours for veterinary care
are Thu.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-587-7729.
www.emancipet.org

School Notes

Courtesy Dee Carver

Round Rock Police Detective Jeff
Gogolewski and his canine partner,
Chapo, won first place at the National
Narcotics Detector Dog Association
Conference held April 15–19 in Laredo.
Gogolewski and Chapo competed against
150 other canine teams at the conference,
which promotes the use and efficiency of
scent detector dogs in law enforcement.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Town Center. The business specializes
in the sale of mattress sets, bed frames,
pillows and more. 512-605-6736.
www.sleepexperts.com

Courtesy Ronda Gindin

plans indicate construction will consist of
a 50,800-square-foot hospital with 46 beds
and 10 operating rooms, a 21,500-squarefoot medical office building and a
55,000-square-foot parking garage.
www.forestparkmedical.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comfortable, Modern Office
Care with a Gentle Touch
On-Time Scheduling
Family Block Appointments
Conservative Treatment
Fun for Kids
Insurance Friendly
Monthly Payment Plans
Emergencies Seen Promptly
Sedation Dentistry Available

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t ry. co m
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Bringing you back to health
The Spine Center at Scott & White Healthcare - Round
Rock is dedicated to helping you find solutions to chronic
back and neck pain. Our team of highly skilled physicians
and specialists work together in one convenient location
to diagnose and treat your back pain from all angles.
Don’t live with back pain. We can help.
Make an appointment today.

512-509-BACK
spine.sw.org

One telephone call schedules an
appointment with all of these specialties:
n

Neurology

n

Pain management

n

Physical therapy

n

Orthopedics

n

Spine surgery

n

Diagnostic testing services
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Price of turning on the tap to go up
Round Rock City Council approves future utility rate hikes

*Average 2012 residential rates for
10,000 gallons of water and 8,000
gallons of wastewater used
Source: City of Round Rock
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Rising tide

Round Rock’s past, present and future monthly water and sewer rates*
In the past 20 years, Round Rock’s combined water and sewer rates have been increased nine
times, a total of $26.07 for the average residential customer. New rates set to take effect in 2015
and 2016 will raise current monthly bills by $1.85 and $2.32, respectively.
*Average 2012 residential rates for 10,000 gallons of water and 8,000 gallons of wastewater used
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Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling
Obstetrical Care
Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause
Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

512.716.0971

Exit 256

12972

Wastewater
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To learn more about Round Rock’s new water
rates visit the city’s website at:
www.roundrocktexas.gov
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Water

The City of Round Rock continues to offer some of the lowest
combined municipal water and sewer rates in the Austin region.
Water rates vary depending on cities’ debt and water contracts.

Au

In order to keep up with the costs of
infrastructure demands, capital improvements and an expanding water supply, the
City of Round Rock is increasing its water
and wastewater rates for residential and
commercial customers.
On May 9, Round Rock City Council
unanimously approved an ordinance that
will allow the city to raise customers’
rates for two consecutive years beginning
in 2015. In the first year, Round Rock
residents will see a 2.5 percent increase in
their volume rates and monthly service
charge over their current rate. In 2016, the
rates will increase by another 3 percent.
For the average Round Rock residential
utility customer who uses 10,000 gallons
of water and 8,000 gallons of wastewater
per month, the rate changes will translate
into a monthly bill increase of $1.85 in
2015 and another $2.32 in 2016.
“Whatever our costs are, that’s how we
set our rates,” said Michael Thane, Round
Rock Utilities and Environmental Services director. “We have to pay for operations and maintenance and capital—and
that is how the rate is established.”
Thane said the city reviews its water
rates approximately every three years to
make sure its revenue stays in line with its
expenses. He said the rising costs associated with raw water contracts, chemicals
and regulatory mandates have contributed
to the need for the city to increase its rates.
“Because of those things, water is
becoming more expensive to push
around,” Thane said.
The looming rate increase is the city’s
first since 2010, when customer rates rose
by 6 percent. According to data collected
by the city in September, Round Rock
water and wastewater rates remain some
of the lowest in the Greater Austin region,
trailing only Georgetown and Taylor in
combined cost.
In 2012, Round Rock residents paid an
average monthly water bill that was $19.44

less than Pflugerville residents and $42.09
less than Hutto residents. For wastewater,
Round Rock’s average residential bills
were $2.42 more than Pflugerville’s and
$11.82 less than Hutto’s.
The new rate increases are also being
timed to coincide with Round Rock’s
planned hookup with water from Lake
Travis through the Brushy Creek Regional
Utility Authority, or BCRUA, project.
The BCRUA is a $131 million, three-city
cooperative water supply project funded
by Round Rock, Cedar Park and Leander
with the eventual capacity to provide
Round Rock with up to 40.8 million gallons of additional water per day.
Put into perspective, Round Rock’s
current peak water usage during summer months is about 40 million gallons
per day, said Round Rock Councilman
George White, who represents the city on
the BCRUA’s board of directors.
“[The BCRUA] is the first [project] of
its type in the state where three municipalities partnered in a water treatment
facility,” White said.
Although Cedar Park and Leander
have already begun pumping water
through the BCRUA plant, the City of
Round Rock has yet to complete the lines
connecting it to the project. Once those
are completed, White said he expects the
city to begin importing water from Lake
Travis in 2016.
The obvious benefit of the BCRUA
for Round Rock is the increased access
to water. However, funding the project,
along with the higher price of Lake Travis
water in comparison with the city’s current cost of pumping Lake Georgetown
water, will likely result in future increases
in the water rates.
“[Lake Travis water] will be somewhat
more expensive,” White said.

Average Austin-area water and wastewater rates*

1995

By JP Eichmiller

How low can you go?

Monthly cost

Utilities

7

VISIT US AT OUR
NEW LOCATION
NEXT TO SPRINGHILL!

2509 W. Pecan Street, Pflugerville, TXX

Surgery/Dental Services
Preventative Medicine
Laboratory Services
Immunizations
Dermatology
Nutritional Counseling
Radiology/Ultrasound
Behavior Counseling
Pharmacy
Senior Care

512-670-5400
5
www.whiterockvet.com
w

EXCEPTIONAL PETS DESERVE EXCEPTIONAL CARE.
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Come in and meet
Dr. Paul Wolf
Board Certified
Internal Medicine

Your WellMed doctor - your partner for better healthcare

Inspiring children
to achieve

WellMed Medical Group helps people with Medicare
stay healthy.

since

We understand the needs of patients like you. We treat
illness, and focus on preventive care.

We are pleased to announce the completion of
Challenger’s Round Rock campus.
Come tour the campus, and see the classrooms and
the beautiful, fun, and safe playground. Come learn
about our programs and our methods.
We look forward to meeting you and your children.
Open House Dates
Round Rock campus only

Saturday, June 8
Thursday, June 13
Wednesday, July 17
Saturday, July 27
Thursday, August 8

10–3
9–7
9–7
10–3
9–7

Enrolling for summer school and fall preschool and
kindergarten programs.

WellMed at Round Rock
511 Oakwood Blvd., Ste. 103
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-388-9495
• On-site laboratory
• Physician on-call 24 hours a day /
7 days a week
• Fast, easy access to healthcare
• Shorter wait times, longer scheduled visits
with your doctor

Round Rock 1521 Joyce Lane (512) 255-8844
Avery Ranch 15101 Avery Ranch Boulevard (512) 341-8000

Because You Know the Value of Education
An independent private school offering preschool through eighth g rade
© 2013, Challenger Schools

CommunityImpact__RoundRock_Jun.indd 1

5/21/2013 8:49:55 AM

www.wellmedhealthcare.com
AD_TJ031913_Neighbor
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Widening the road from two to four lanes
between SH 130 and Cameron Road
Im

raising taxes, and if another bond is
passed in 2014, the city will aim to cover
as much of the cost as possible without
passing the debt on to taxpayers.
“It will certainly take a few cents to
do it, but whether or not we attempt to
absorb part of that, or whether it would
be something that would require the tax
rate to change, that’s to be determined,”
Wade said.
The estimated cost of the bond would
be approximately $30 million. The
Heatherwilde Boulevard project, which
will widen the road from two lanes to
four, will cost approximately $8.3 million,
according to city estimates. Residents
ranked work on Heatherwilde as the most
important infrastructure improvement
for the city in a recent survey.
“It’s certainly a very heavily traveled
roadway,” Wade said. “It is also one of the
few locations in the core of the city that is
not improved.”
The projects on East Pecan Street,
Pflugerville Parkway and Weiss Lane are
slated to facilitate Pflugerville’s eastward
growth and coming developments such as
the Hwy. 290: Manor Expressway and a
new Pflugerville ISD high school campus.
Although the district has not decided
on a location for its next high school,

Expanding the
roadway from
two lanes to four
Heath

A need for Pflugerville road improvements could spur a bond election in 2014.
Pflugerville City Council broached the
idea of a bond at its retreat April 27 and
outlined potential projects on Heatherwilde Boulevard, East Pflugerville
Parkway, Weiss Lane and East Pecan
Street. Pflugerville City Manager Brandon
Wade said the four roads received priority
based on pressures from developers and
Pflugerville ISD.
“Anticipation of future development is
what it boils down to,” Wade said. “[We
have seen] a combination of various
development pressures from developers
and discussions with the school district
about where they might want to put a
future school location.”
The council has not officially set the
bond and will probably not make a decision on whether to hold a bond election
until the end of this year. In the meantime, the council could decide to add or
take away projects from the list.
The city held its last bond election in
2008, when voters approved renovations
and expansions for the Pflugerville library
but voted down funding a new City Hall
and recreation center. The city was able
to absorb the cost of the bond without

Weiss Lane
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By Korri Kezar
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Pflugerville may call for road bonds

Rowe L

All roads
lead east

While projects could
be added or taken away
from the possible bond
election, the city is currently
considering improvements to
East Weiss Lane, East Pecan
Street, East Pflugerville Parkway
and Heatherwilde Boulevard.
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Map not to scale
Source: City of Pflugerville

PISD Public Information Officer Amanda
Brim said the district expects to build the
campus near Weiss Lane. A bond to build
the new high school may be put to a resident vote as early as May 2014, but Brim
said no timeline has been set.
“I would expect that based on our
anticipated growth that ... the next high
school would be located on the east side of
the district,” Brim said.
The Manor tollway is being built by the
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority and will connect US 183 and

Hwy. 290 upon its estimated completion in 2014. Steve Pustelnyk, Mobility
Authority director of communications,
said the tollway will promote mobility in
Pflugerville and throughout the region.
“We would anticipate that it would have
a tremendous effect in terms of allowing
people better access in and out of the city,
making it a more attractive location for
both businesses and [residents],” Pustelnyk said. “It should have a significant
economic benefit for that entire region,
including Pflugerville.”

When we say we
appreciate your
business, we mean it
We applaud the efforts of small
business owners everywhere. We are
ready to help with banking services
that can help you manage and grow
your business.
Talk to your local banker today about
our Appreciation Advantage offer
by visiting any of our 71 Austin area
stores.

You could
save over

400

$

with our Appreciation
Advantage℠ offer

wellsfargo.com/appreciation

Appreciation Advantage offer of potential discounts over $400 is based on estimated combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a banker for details on savings and
duration for individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account Fee and Information Schedule for detail on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be
modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Discounts noted above are based on standard fees applicable to selected business products. Terms and conditions
of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (881713_08018)
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Are you facing surgery...
for gall bladder or hysterectomy?
Virtually scar-less results are now a real possibility.

Dr. Francis Buzad

Dr. Devin Garza

General Surgeon
OB/GYN Surgeon
www.adclinic.com/biography/francis-buzad/ www.drgarzadavinci.com

&RPHKHDUDERXWWKLVEUHDNWKURXJKDSSURDFKDW.UDYH:LQH%DU 
%LVWURLQ5RXQG5RFNRQ-XQHDW30
Krave Wine Bar & Bistro | 512 - 382 - 5446 | 121 E Main Street in Round Rock

Unleash YOUR Potential!
YOUR ULTIMATE BASEBALL TRAINING CENTER
LESSONS - SKILLS CLASSES - CAGE RENTALS

Baseball Chi

Baseball Chi Summer Camp:
All Camps are Monday - Thursday,
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM and will
emphasize proper training and
technique for all aspects of baseball.
Cost: $200

Session 2: June 24-27
Session 3: July 15-18
Session 4: July 29 - August 1
$25 sibling discount
Sign up by June 21.

www.BaseballChi.com

SUMMER SPECIAL

$50 OFF
Performance
Training Workouts
when you reserve
your spot by June 21

Develop baseball speed, strength, agility
and power. Two 1 hour sessions per
week for 90 days ONLY $299!

Sky Ridge Plaza 2200 South IH-35 • Suite B-2 • Round Rock • Call (512) 382-9445 or email BaseballChi@gmail.com to sign up!

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, TX 78660
P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901
WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

Igniting Workplace Enthusiasm

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• Pflugerville’s first Pediatric
Dentist.
• Most insurance accepted.
As a courtesy, we will file
primary insurance for you.
• Kids love our state of the
art facility, gaming arcade,
and movies while you wait.
• Specializing in special
needs patients of all ages.
• In office sedation and
hospital privileges.

Summer is here and we’re the hottest, coolest place to be!
Call to make an appointment today!

Like us on facebook!

facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

Sharpen your skills, Improve performance, Create your future
Summer classes now forming in Austin, Round Rock and San Marcos
THE DALE CARNEGIE COURSE
Call 512-349-7000
or visit our website
• Communicate with greater impact
www.austin.dalecarnegie.com
• Lead with conﬁdence
for more information.
• Excel as a consensus builder
• Give dynamic and informative presentations
• Reduce stress and worry
• Build your people skills
• Have the conﬁdence to be a risk taker

DRAFT 03/15/2013
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Infrastructure

Hutto approves updated
capital projects plan
By Korri Kezar

Hutto’s updated Capital Improvements Plan provides
for three new fire stations and a water master plan for the
city within the next five to 10 years.
Every year, the Hutto CIP is updated by a committee
that includes representatives from each city department
and the city’s planning and zoning commission. The
committee identifies projects throughout the city that
affect health, safety, development and other factors, and
from there, the committee recommends adding or subtracting projects from the long-term plan.
Typically, utility projects are planned on a 10-year
timeline, while projects that will be paid for by the city’s
general fund are planned within a five-year projection.
“They’re projects over $25,000 that are expected to
have a lifespan of 20 years,” Hutto City Engineer Matt
Bushak said. “Every year we do this before the budget.
That way, when we go through the budget process, we
can see if there are actually funds.”
The council formally adopted the CIP at its May 23
meeting. The plan includes 68 projects the city hopes
to accomplish between 2014–23. Each project is put in
one of six categories: parks, facilities, water, wastewater,
streets or drainage.
A second fire station
Projects added to the CIP this year include plans to
build the city’s second fire station, to be located south of
the railroad tracks, near the intersection of FM 685 and
SH 130. The 12,000-square-foot station would be built in
2017 with an estimated cost of $4.5 million for the facility and $2 million for equipment.
The station will provide fire, rescue and emergency
medical services to the city’s southwest side. The city’s
current station on Exchange Boulevard incurs response
delays if trucks have to wait for trains.
“We need [the new fire station] for response times,”
Hutto Fire Chief Scott Kerwood said. “We need it to save
lives and property.”
The CIP also includes two other fire stations in addition to Hutto’s second proposed station, one on north
FM 1660 and one on the street’s south end.
Water infrastructure
While the city recently developed a wastewater master plan, which includes a project to build an additional
wastewater treatment plant, Bushak said a water plan will

11

Capital Improvement Program - Municipal Facilities
Hutto Fire Station #2

Prioritized possible projects

While Hutto’s Capital Improvement Plan does not
Responsible Division:
City Manager's Office
CIP No.
officially set timelines for projects, it steers future
Financial Plan (thousands of dollars) :
development
according to theProjected
city staff’s priorities.
Prior
Years

14
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Athletic complex/
sports fields
An athletic complex could be built for
$988,000 north of Chandler Road via an
interlocal agreement between the City
of Hutto and Williamson County.
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Fire station

Building Hutto’s second fire station will
cost approximately $6.5 million.
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Renderings courtesy City of Hutto
Estimated Project Cost (000's):
Facility
Apparatus
Total

4,500
2,000
-
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Funding:
General Fund
General Obligation
Other

6,500
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Right-of-way
Design:
Bid:
Construction:
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Operational Impact
Personnel
Supplies & Materials
Repair & Maint.
Capital & Other
Total

685

1660

-

Notes:
This location was identified by the ISO-PPC Consultant to improve the insurance rating for the City of Hutto.

Source: City of Hutto

help the city better facilitate utility needs as Hutto grows.
“We do want to look at interconnectivity of water lines,
just making sure as the city grows, as development comes
in, we have the right size water lines in the right locations,” Bushak said. “[Right now] we have a water model,
but as a staff we don’t have the resources to look at the
whole system.”
The cost for the water master plan is $200,000, and the
plan will be revised every five years.
With the master plan, the CIP also calls for water line
improvements throughout the city, including repairs to
water lines laid by Heart of Texas, the city’s main water
provider; building water lines on Limmer Loop, FM 685,
CR 199, CR 132, FM 3349 and FM 1660; line relocations
on FM 685; water lines that feed into the new wastewater
plant; improvements to water lines in Old Town Hutto;
and more.
In total, the water projects are expected to cost approximately $9.2 million between 2014–23, with approximately $1.1 million in additional budget costs.
Sports complex
The city could also see the creation of an outdoor
sports complex on 25 acres adjacent to the Williamson
County landfill on Landfill Road and north of the Jonah
water tower near CR 100 and FM 1660. The complex is

6

Description :
Hutto Fire Station #2 is an approximately 12,000 Sq. Ft. master planned facility. This facility is 3-bay satellite
station located in the vicinity of FM685 and SH130 to provide fire, rescue, and emergency medical services
southwest area of Hutto. This facility is designed to house 1-engine company with a staffing of 4-firefighters
shift, and 1-ladder company with a staffing of 4-firefighters per shift, 24-hours per day. The facility will be a
accommodate a Williamson County Emergency Medical Services ambulance and staff.

part of an interlocal agreement between the city and
Williamson County to develop, construct and maintain
sports fields. Youth athletic fields were identified as a top
priority in a recent Hutto resident survey, according to
the CIP, and are expected to cost $988,000.
“The City of Hutto does not have any public fields,”
said Mike Hemker, Hutto Parks and Recreation director.
“We’re trying to prepare for the day that we need to have
a home for youth sports.”
21

Other projects
Also included in the CIP are park projects such as
improvements to the Saul House, a historic home in the
city, and an extension to the Hutto Lake Park Trail; facility projects including library renovations and a new City
Hall; water and wastewater projects such as new water
storage facilities and pipelines; and transportation items
such as sidewalks.
In total, the CIP projects are estimated to cost approximately $80 million.
Other identified projects that did not rank high
enough to be included in the CIP’s funding and timeline
projections include a skate park, justice center and work
on Cottonwood Creek.
The full CIP can be viewed at www.huttotx.gov/
documentcenter/view/4592.

%
0%
0%
0%
0%

2,000
2,000
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Ordinary

ordinary!
College doesn’t have to be all about sitting
in lecture classes and working on computers,
at TSTC you can learn how to use and repair
critically needed equipment.
Choose from Air Conditioning, Building
Construction, Culinary Arts, Electrical
Construction, Industrial Systems,
Plumbing & Pipefitting and Welding.
And, the skills you learn are linked directly
with jobs available in central Texas.
Visit with college officials weekdays at
Veterans’ Hill, 555 Limmer Loop in Round Rock.

Apply now for day, night
and weekend classes!

www.waco.tstc.edu/ewchec

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2013
SERVING PFLUGERVILLE, ROUND ROCK & THE GREATER AUSTIN AREA

Texas State
Technical College

Christ-Centered
12 Years of Academic Excellence
Safe School Environment
Advanced Placement & Pre-AP Courses
Athletics/Extra Curricular Activities
Four Year Pre-Engineering Program
Nationally & Texas Accredited
College Planning Assistance
Financial Aid Available
Over $2 Million in College
Scholarships Earned Annually

For admissions information call 512.248.2547

Visit chsaustin.org

$1,000 Tuition Discount

1500 Royston Lane, Suite A • Round Rock, Texas
Near I-35 & Grand Ave. Pkwy.
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Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar and Lyndsey Taylor

Board sets standards for new superintendent
preferred characteristics and will also
ask references how candidates have
exemplified them.

Round rock ISD The board of
trustees has agreed on a list of the top
characteristics it will be seeking in the
district’s new superintendent.
The list was compiled by Hazard,
Young, Attea & Associates of the Educational Consultants and Research Associates Group, the leadership recruitment
firm the district hired to assist in the
superintendent search. RRISD’s current
superintendent, Jesús Chávez, announced
his retirement Jan. 30, effective Dec. 31.
During a May 1 board meeting, Rick
Berry and Peter Flynn from HYA presented the results of the online survey
and the community engagement meetings. Berry said 1,302 people responded
to the online survey, and dozens attended
the community engagement meetings.
Flynn said the firm will ask candidates about their experience with the

Top characteristics for
superintendent candidate:
• Is visionary
• Fosters a positive, professional climate
of mutual trust and respect
• Has impeccable integrity
• Is an excellent communicator, a very
good listener and also adept at speaking, writing and making connections
• Has demonstrated a proven track
record in a district similar to Round
Rock ISD
• Is knowledgeable and experienced with
business and finance aspects of school
administration
• Is approachable, open and receptive
• Has successfully collaborated with various elements of a district community

Other news
The Round Rock ISD board of trustees
selected Paul Tisch on May 21 as the
Place 6 trustee to replace Glen Colby, who
resigned from the board April 5.
Tisch has been a resident of RRISD for 12

years and is a member of the Brushy Creek
Municipal Utility District board of directors
and served as its president from 2007–09.
Tisch was sworn into office June 4. His term
will expire in November 2014.

Incumbents retain seats following election
Pflugerville ISD All of the PISD
board of trustees incumbents up for reelection May 11 were victorious.
Williamson County voting results
showed Mario Acosta winning Place
3, Carol Fletcher winning
Place 5 and Vernagene
Mott, who ran unopposed,
retaining the Place 4 seat.
According to the results,
Acosta tallied 54.4 percent
of the total votes to defeat
challenger Tony Hansen,
while Fletcher took 57.2
percent of the votes to challenger Lance Sandlin’s
42.8 percent.
Mario Acosta

“I had always thought [this vote] was
going to be another opportunity for the
community to express their opinion on
the [board’s] domestic partner decision,”
Acosta said.

Carol Fletcher

Precision Podiatry
Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Finally!
Before

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
Starting at

$295

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION TODAY.

13

After

ROUND ROCK

7200 Wyoming Springs,
Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

CEDAR PARK

1103 Cypress Creek,
Ste. 101
512.336.2300

An affordable patented
procedure is now available
to treat toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY

WE ALSO TREAT
BUNIONS
HAMMERTOES
WARTS
FRACTURES

District names Van Meter as athletics director
Hutto ISD Superintendent Doug
Killian announced April 30 the selection
of Steven Van Meter as the district’s first
athletics director.
Van Meter, who formerly served as
athletics director and head football coach
at Friendswood ISD and Friendswood
High School, respectively, in suburban
Houston, was formally offered the position by the Hutto ISD board of trustees at
a special meeting May 1.
“Hiring Steve Van Meter is an incredible opportunity for Hutto ISD,” Killian
said. “He is a legendary coach who will
bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to our athletic programs. He also
has the exceptional character and integrity we strive to model for our students.”

Van Meter retired from his coaching and athletics director positions at
Friendswood in 2012 following a 20-year
tenure. Van Meter retired with 15 trips
to the state playoffs and a career coaching record
of 148 wins,
81 losses and
one tie.
“I think
Hutto shares
the same
vision that I
have, and I’m
looking forward to what
is next,” Van
Meter said.
Steven Van Meter

Trustees review new academic master plan
Austin Community college
On May 6, the Austin Community College board of trustees reviewed the first
draft of the academic master plan, which
identifies 44 college needs.
Those needs include expanding study
abroad education, developing programs
for high school students to start college early and creating a hospitality and
culinary center.
Board President Jeffrey Richards and
trustee Nan McRaven expressed concern
that the academic master plan is not as
detailed as they would like at this point
in the process. The board is still considering a Nov. 5 bond election.
“I am surprised that I did not see more
detail in this document,” Richards said.
“Unfortunately the conversation tonight
has not convinced me that we have sufficient detail to inform the budget and
bond committee for the specificity that
they will need.”
McRaven agreed.
“This is not what I expected,” she
said. “A list of 44 items that we could be,
should be, might already be doing, actually does not sound to me like a vetted

academic master plan.”
Interim Provost Enrique Solis said
details for the plan will be coming from
now through October.
ACC President Richard Rhodes stressed
the importance of allowing public feedback during the development of the plan
to gain voter support and to let voters be a
part of the dream for ACC’s future.

Rise in graduations:
Austin Community College held its spring
commencement for graduates May 9. The
college is reporting an increase in its number
of graduates in recent years.

1,300

More than
candidates for spring
graduation

The number of graduates has increased

63% compared with 2008
ACC has

8 campuses

1/2

More than
of all Central Texas high
school graduates have attended ACC

Round Rock Montessori School
ol
NOW ENROLLING
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certified and
specialized teachers with degrees
(BS, Masters).
• Educators experienced in
language, math, science, art, music,
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.
• Extracurricular activities
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

Established

1996

Infant
Nursery
Open

14

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

NEWS

Time for
a new ride

Visited
Wheels101.com

Received
instant loan
approval

Driving
around
in style

My car’s mileage was creeping up to a major milestone, and I knew I needed to start shopping for a replacement. I applied for
my auto loan at Wheels101.com, received an instant approval and signed all my loan documents electronically. It was so easy!
Now I’m enjoying my dream car and the great deal that I got using UFCU’s car buying tips. This is how I UFCU, how about you?

To drive the car of your dreams, visit Wheels101.com
for an instant auto loan approval.

(512) 498-CARS

ufcu.org

Day, Night &
Weekend
Appointments
From the smallest member of
your family to the most senior,
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
EasyCare doctors and providers
treat colds, allergies and minor
sprains and strains on your
schedule. For your convenience
lab and x-ray are available in
office.

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
2400 Cedar Bend Dr., 1st floor
512-901-4031 | ADClinic.com
My Health, My Doctor, My ADC

Call 512-901-4031
Appointments for school and
sports physicals available
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 5 pm.
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City & County

News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, and Williamson and Travis counties

Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar, Audrey Spencer and Joe Olivieri

County election administrator resigns post

Round Rock Reid Ryan, Round Rock
Express co-owner and founder, has left
his role as CEO of the team to take over
as president of business operations for
the Houston Astros.
The Astros held a news conference
May 17 at Minute Maid Park in Houston
to announce the hiring of Ryan. Ryan,
along with his father, Nolan, a Major
League Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher,
helped establish the Express, a Triple-A
Minor League Baseball team, in Round
Rock in 2000.
“I’d like to thank the tremendous fans
in Round Rock and the entire Central
Texas region for their unbelievable support of the Express since its inception,”
Ryan said. “Without the fans and business community, I would have never had
this opportunity.”
Ryan will maintain his ownership
stake in the Express, and his move will
have no effect on the team’s affiliation
with the Texas Rangers, according to a
team news release.
The Express also announced that
Reid’s younger brother Reese would take

Williamson County Election
Administrator Rick Barron turned in his
official resignation May 15 after six years
in the position. His last day on the job
is slated to be June 7. On June 19, he will
start as director of registration and elections in Fulton County, Ga.
“The opportunity in Atlanta is just one
I just can’t pass up,” Barron said. “It’s a
step up, career-wise.”
Barron said he applied for the Fulton

Courtesy Round Rock Express

Reid Ryan receives call-up to Major Leagues

1660
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Tiger Rock
Martial Arts

1660

Historic district

Round Rock City Council

216 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov
Meets second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.

Travis County Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
www.traviscounty.org
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson County
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Georgetown St.

Rock A
ve.

35

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph
For these stories and other
online-exclusive content, visit
impactnews.com.
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100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com
Meets second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Round

ve.
tin A
ve.
rty A
e
Lib
St.
Main

Aus

Burn

Pflugerville City Council

.

401 W. Front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov
Meets first and third Thursday, 7 p.m.

Downtown
rezoning area

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
Hutto City Council

s St

to repeal the standards, arguing that
budgetary concerns prevented him from
installing the additional requirements,
and after pouring his personal finances
into the construction, no money was left
to make the HPC’s changes.
“[The standards were] all put in the
light of recommendations, or at least
that’s what we felt,” Hatchett said.
The council unanimously approved
granting Tiger Rock a temporary certificate of occupancy until the end of the
year and said the business had until then
to construct additional awnings and add
historic lighting to the building.

Round rock After more than two
hours of resident comments, the Round
Rock Planning and Zoning Commission tabled its decision on rezoning
parts of the city’s downtown area at its
May 15 meeting.
Commission members also voiced a
desire to learn more about the rezoning
ordinances and hold more public meetings before a final vote.

d.

St.

lR

Exchan
g
79

Farley

Downtown rezoning
decision delayed

May

Hutto Tiger Rock Martial Arts
will have until Dec. 31 to comply with
building standards set forth by Hutto’s
Historic Preservation Commission or
face the city revoking the certificate of
occupancy on its new building.
Tiger Rock moved to its newly
constructed building on Front Street
in March. Before building began, the
business submitted a site plan to the HPC
that was approved early last year.
“To comply with the warrant, we
wanted them to adjust to meet our architectural standards that we apply to all of
the historic district,” HPC Chairman Jeff
Phillips said. “We are implementing the
design standards ... that the council has
adopted for the area.”
The new building, however, failed to
meet all of the requirements.
In an attempt to appeal the HPC’s
conditions, the issue was brought before
Hutto City Council on May 9. Tiger Rock
owner Mark Hatchett asked the council

e Blvd.

Council: Business must comply to standards

cN
ei

over the role of CEO.
“I’m excited for this opportunity for
Reid and am honored to carry forward
the success the Express has enjoyed as its
CEO,” Reese Ryan said. “Round Rock has
been part of our family for 14 years, and
it’s a privilege to continue the tradition of
providing quality family entertainment
Reid started here.”

including the public
utilities commission.
“They instilled in
me a belief that public
service is good, honest, hard work that
matters to people,”
she said.
Sarah Eckhardt
Eckhardt represents
Precinct 2, serving parts of Central
Austin and Pflugerville.

M

Travis County Commissioner
Sarah Eckhardt is running for Travis
County judge in 2014.
Supporters and media crowded
together on the grass as she declared her
candidacy May 1 in the backyard of her
mother’s house. Eckhardt, a Democrat,
said she has been inspired by her parents;
her father was a U.S. Congressman and
her mother worked for two legislators,
a congressman, a senator and groups

St.

Pflugerville The Pflugerville
Community Development Corp.
announced May 28 the addition of
Thin-nology, a virtual office solutions
provider, to the 130 Commerce Center
mixed-use commercial park in East
Pflugerville.
Thin-nology, founded in Austin in
2004, offers cloud computing, which
allows businesses to outsource technology and data. While the company’s
headquarters are already located in
Pflugerville at 15901 Central Commerce
Drive, Ste. 402, its servers are in Austin.
It is set to build an 8,600-square-foot
facility that will include office space and
a data center.
“Outsourcing [information technology] is really where the industry is
moving, so Thin-nology is positioned
for growth and long-term success,”
Thin-nology President Kathryn Grona
said in a news release.

Eckhardt announces run for county judge

The Round Rock Express announced May 17 that
Reid Ryan, the team’s former CEO, is taking a
leadership role with the Houston Astros.

East

Technology company
announces relocation

County position in
December, when
things were still “up
in the air” about his
position in Williamson County following
several issues that
occurred with the
Rick Barron
November election,
but he maintained they were not a major
factor in deciding to resign.
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Comprehensive cancer care
is right here in Austin.

FI G H T C A N C ER

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

33,000 patients have been treated since 2006.
• 42 board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology,
•

gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

46 cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.
• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.
• 6 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.
• #1 leader in community-based genetic risk evaluation and testing in the nation.
•

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.
AUSTIN • BASTROP • CEDAR PARK • HARKER HEIGHTS • KYLE • LAKEWAY
MARBLE FALLS • ROUND ROCK • SAN MARCOS • SMITHVILLE
1-888-864-I CAN (4226)
www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com
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at the capitol

By Karen Brooks Harper
Capitol Correspondent

News from the 83rd Legislative Session

Lawmakers take on accountability,
testing, curriculum in public schools
The education of 4.3 million
public school students is one of
the state’s top priorities, with some
of the biggest battles in the Capitol
raging over private school vouchers, curriculum, graduation rates,
school accountability, teacher pay
and how to fund it all.
This session, lawmakers turned
their attention to the quality of
education and passed sweeping
changes for the state.
Funding
Lawmakers reached a deal
May 26 to restore $3.9 billion in
public education funding. Two
years ago, more than $5 billion
was cut during a budget crunch.
“The schoolchildren, parents
and taxpayers of Texas have won
an important first battle in the
effort to restore the disastrous
cuts,” said Sen. Wendy Davis,
D-Fort Worth, who forced the
Legislature into a special session
in 2011 to protest the cuts.
Testing changes
Both Republicans and Democrats said one of the biggest
complaints they heard between
sessions was that students in the
state’s 1,400 high schools were
taking too many tests. Another
complaint: Nearly half the ninthgraders in the state failed at least
one of the state’s mandatory
achievement tests.
Under the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness system that began with the 2011–12
ninth-grade class, students took
15 end-of-course exams in 12 subjects before they could graduate.
With House Bill 5, the state will

F o c u s o n E d u c at i o n r ef o r m

now reduce that to five standardized tests: English I, English II,
algebra I, biology and U.S. history.
Districts can also offer diagnostic
tests in algebra II and English
III that will not count toward
accountability ratings.
Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round
Rock, was appointed to the committee assigned to hammer out differences between House and Senate
versions of the education bills.
“One of the most important
things that House Bill 5 addresses
is dropout rates and truancy
rates,” he said. “If we are holding
these kids accountable for 15 endof-course exams that they’re having trouble passing, at some point
they just stop coming to school.”
Graduation standards
The House and Senate also
changed graduation standards in
legislation passed just before the
regular session ended May 27.
The current system with minimum, recognized and advanced
degrees has been lauded as leading
to record-high graduation rates
but has been criticized for turning
out low-performing graduates.
Bill Hammond, president of the
Texas Association of Business, told
a judge during the school finance
trial earlier this year that a lack of
qualified graduates “is a looming
crisis because of our aging workforce. … It will be devastating.”
The House and Senate agreed
on a 24-credit foundation high
school program that allows for
endorsements—specialty designations or emphases in areas such
as art, science or math—so freshmen can tailor their curriculum

House Bill 5, by Rep. Jimmie Don
Aycock, R-Killeen, was just one of
many education-related proposals
before lawmakers this session.
The bill addressed graduation
requirements, testing and school
accountability ratings.
Lawmakers also considered bills
that included proposals related
to parental power, curriculum
development and the Teacher
Retirement System of Texas.
Here is what some area legislators
had to say about proposed changes
to public education.

Sen. Donna
Campbell

Rep. Marsha
Farney

R-New Braunfels

R-Georgetown

“Education is truly
the civil rights issue of today. It is the
great equalizer. It allows our children
to become career-ready, which then
gives us a workforce that supports
our economic development, which
drives the economy of our state
and strengthens our families. It’s all
rolled into one.”

On her proposal to
require students to take a personal
finance course: “Many times, we
will [graduate students] who may be
adequately prepared to go to college
or to a career but may not know
how to handle [one of] the most
fundamental and essential things in
life, which is how to manage your
own personal finances.”

Rep. Larry
Gonzales

Rep. Jason
Isaac

Rep. Mark
Strama

R-Round Rock

R-Dripping Springs

D-Austin

“House Bill 5 allows
some flexibility in curriculum development to keep these 14-year-olds
and 15-year-olds engaged and happy
to come to school. That is at the core
of what HB5 will eventually be known
for, which is [decreasing] the dropout
rate and making sure kids have
something to come to school for.”

to suit future career choices.
Lawmakers rejected a plan
favored by Houston Republican
Sen. Dan Patrick, chairman of
the Senate Education Committee,
which would have required four
years each of math, science, English and social studies but allowed
for specialties in certain areas.
Parental power
One proposal by Dripping
Springs Republican Rep. Jason
Isaac would have thrown out the
1,100-page state education code in
favor of a 62-page document that
allowed schools to opt out of state
mandates and develop their own

On his bill to increase
school and parental powers: “[The
bill would have given] school districts
the flexibility to manage their own
curriculum, teachers the freedom to
attend to the needs of their students,
and parents the ability to have more
say in ensuring the best education
for their children, driving competition,
innovation and excellence.”

curricula, including a section that
empowered parents to improve or
punish the schools not succeeding.
The measure did not pass, but
Isaac said it was an important idea
to debate.
School accountability
Schools and districts currently undergo an annual rating
system based on the EOC test
scores. They then receive a rating:
Exemplary, Recognized, Academically Acceptable or Academically
Unacceptable.
Individual campuses will still
be subject to the four-label system,
but a new rating system approved

“By not measuring
achievement on a standard basis
beyond algebra I and English II, we
will have an increasing challenge
with students whose transcripts say
they are prepared for college-level
work but who are forced to take
costly remedial classes beginning
their higher education.”

by the House and Senate changes
that to an A–F rating for school
districts; those ratings are based
on academic and financial performance as well as on community
and student engagement.
The importance of adequate
assessment cannot be overstated,
said Sen. Donna Campbell,
R-New Braunfels.
“I think what we’re seeing is
that we still have kids failing
school, and we still have schools
that are failing,” she said. “When
you have a child that is trapped in
a failing school, who’s accountable
for that, and what are we doing as
legislators who are accountable?”
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Do You Need Hearing
Aids? Why Go
Anywhere Else?
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2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

Round
Rock
Hospital

Oakwood
Blvd.

620

I-35
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Most patient complaints are in the head and neck
region, especially the nose and sinus. Dr. Tamez’s
adult and pediatric experience make him the ENT
specialist to go to for improving your family’s quality of
life and health. He and his dedicated staff ensure that
you and your children are in the best of care at Tejas
Ear, Nose and Throat.

At Tejas Hearing Aid
Center you get the
benefit of Dr. Tamez’s
medical and surgical
experience along with
Doctor of Audiology,
Monica Boudreaux’s,
extensive hearing aid
expertise and personal
touch for the best
hearing care experience.
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Proud supporters

of Education
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Private lessons in:

Piano | Guitar | Voice | Drums | Bass
ROCK BANDS PRAISE BANDS
GLEE CLUB

Summer Music Camps
www.Premier-Music-Academy.com
1400 East Old Settlers Blvd. | Ste. 116 | Round Rock | 512-239-8838

RRYFA

Our experienc
ROUND ROCK YOUTH
the differe e make
nce s
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
!

Football/Cheer Registration
Now Open

Want Your Children to Learn Spanish?

Now Enrolling for
Summer & Fall 2013

1 Week
of Tuition
Credit

(up to a $225 value)
Expires 7/5/13

June 24, 25 & 27

Free Conditioning Camp for Football & Cheer

Round Rock’s Premiere Private Spanish Immersion Preschool & Child Care Center

Now Enrolling
Infants, Toddlers, and Preschoolers

July 22, 23, 25, 26 & 27

$50 Conditioning Camp for Football & Cheer

for Full and Part-Time Programs

S. M
ays S

Ne

il R

d.

I-35

t.

ir St.

Online registration is also available • www.rryfa.org

Round Rock Ave.

S. Bla

For more information visit our website at RRYFA.Org,
For questions, Email us at
RRYouthFootballAssociation@gmail.com

Mc
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201 West Bagdad Avenue | Round Rock,TX. 78664
512-589-2931 | www.txspanishacademy.com

THE ONLY SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY ASSOCIATION MONTESSORI INTERNATIONAL (AMI)
IN ROUND ROCK/PFLUGERVILLE/HUTTO AREA

• Individual & group lessons for children to learn at their own pace & strengthen social skills
• Specialized environments which build sensory-motor skills, social skills, high self-esteem
and instill habits of concentration & inner security through carefully planned activities
• Decades of family & staff experience in education, with highly accredited teachers
ms
• Wide variety of after-school and extracurricular programs

THE TRADITION
OF QUALITY FIRST
ESTABLISHED BY DR.
• Toddler, Pre-K & Private Kindergarten, established 1987
MONTESSORI, A TRADITION
• Open year-round: Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
THAT INCORPORATES
STANDARDS BASED
DIRECTLY ON DR.
now through August 31, 2013
MONTESSORI’S
WORK.
$0 Application and Registration fee

• Accepting applications for ages 18 months - 6 years

SPECIAL OFFER

when you present this ad.
Valid on new enrollments only.

edule
Call to sch ur!
a school to

512.251.0

428

2500 WEST PECAN ST. (FM 1825) PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660

WWW.PFLUGERVILLEMONTESSORI.COM
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Education sponsor

Round Rock ISD

Attendance

campaign to increase awareness of the
importance of attendance.
“If you look at every single grade, Central
Texas students have worse absenteeism than
the rest of the state average,” Dawson said.
Schools receive state funding based on
attendance numbers, Dawson said. E3 is a
regional, data-driven education collaborative that aims to improve education, which
in turn drives regional economic prosperity.
E3 recently met with Central Texas superintendents and asked what issues they should
tackle, and attendance was the superintendents’ top suggestion, Dawson said. By
2014, the task force hopes to increase attendance by 2 percentage points overall in 12
Central Texas districts including Pflugerville ISD, Round Rock ISD and Hutto ISD.
“In the schools that were concentrating
on partnering with us last fall, the average
attendance increase was 2 percentage points.
So if we can get that across the region, it’s
going to have a huge impact,” Dawson said.
In April, E3 launched a 21-member task
force composed of parents, educators,
business leaders and community members
to help lead the campaign. Task force cochairwoman Amy Jones said the group’s
goal will be to mobilize this summer and
inform the public.
“We’re going to be addressing subgroups
in a variety of different [ways, for example]—back-to-school nights, PTAs, church
groups, nonprofits like the Boys & Girls
Clubs and Communities In Schools or Big
Brothers Big Sisters … so that everyone in
our community is talking about the fact
that missing school matters, and there are
small things that we can all do to make a
difference,” Jones said.

to participate in the nationwide Get
Schooled Fall Attendance Challenge.
In the 2012 competition with 300 schools
nationwide, Stony Point High School in
RRISD was named the National Grand
Champion after it increased attendance 5
percentage points compared with the same
time period the prior year, according to E3
Communications Director Rick L’Amie.
Albert Hernandez, Stony Point High
School principal, said the school was working to promote school attendance before the
challenge and that tools such as postcards
sent to students accruing multiple absences,
phone call “blitzes” and working with district staff helped win the national award.
“We’re very happy to receive this national
recognition,” Hernandez said. “Our administrative team has done exceptionally well
working systematically to turn the tide [in
improving] attendance.”
E3 has also helped increase attendance
throughout Round Rock ISD.
“Regular school attendance impacts
both student success and a school district’s
financial operations. The E3 Alliance has
been a valuable partner in helping Central
Texas school districts make attendance a
priority,” RRISD Community Partnerships
Supervisor Michelle Jackson said.
MSM has a limited budget, L’Amie said,
so E3 is counting on people in the community to help drive the campaign’s message home.
Task force co-chairwoman Lauren Paver
said E3 has a successful track record of
doing research, making data-driven decisions and working with effective partners
to improve education locally.
“I believe education is the ticket that can
change somebody’s situation, typically for
the better,” she said. “I’m confident ... this is
the right initiative to do this with.”

Fall attendance challenge
As part of MSM, E3 partnered with the
Get Schooled Foundation to invite schools

Explaining absenteeism
As part of the MSM initiative, E3 also
recently completed collecting data from

Continued from | 1

Central Texas

Attendance
statistics

State funding Central Texas schools
could receive if regional attendance
rate increases by 2 percent

$34
million
$34
$34million
million

2.4M

Absences in
Central Texas
schools per year

Missing 10% or more days = chronic absenteeism
Ninth graders who do
not have the necessary
credits to move on to
10th grade:
1. Have 4x as many
absences as students
who move forward
2. Are 10x as likely to
drop out of school than
students who moved
forward

If a high school student misses more than 10%
of days in a course, the student cannot receive
credit for that course.

Absences:

It does not matter if excused or unexcused—the
school loses funding for that student for that day.*
*Exceptions include: School board–sanctioned activity, doctor’s appointment
with note, attending a required court appearance, taking part in a U.S.
naturalization oath ceremony, sounding taps at a military funeral in Texas to honor
a deceased veteran, and observing religious holy days

Source: E3 Alliance analysis of 2010-11 data from 35 school districts in Central Texas, collected at the Education Research Center
at The University of Texas

nine schools in Pflugerville ISD and Hays
CISD on reasons for absenteeism to determine whether the top excuse is illness,
transportation issues, work schedule conflicts or simply students skipping class.
“So for the first time that we can tell in
the country, we’re doing a legitimate, statistically valid sample that’s a valid research
base to understand why kids are absent,”
Dawson said, noting that she hopes the
organization will be able to release that
data at its MSM summit this summer.
“If a kid is sick, they’re sick. But there’s a
huge difference between [if] they have fever
and they’re contagious and you want them
to be at home versus they have asthma, and
for a $15 inhaler we could have them in
school 10 more days a year,” she said.
Hutto ISD Superintendent Doug Killian
said sickness is the top reason why students
miss school in the district. Hutto schools,
however, have kept a high attendance rate
because of educating parents about the
importance of students attending school as
much as possible, he said.
“Our attendance rate is very high—above

97 percent—and we attribute that to educating our parents and students on the
importance of being in class and on time,”
Killian said. “We [usually only] see a dip in
our attendance rates when there is a [virus]
or something going through the district.”
Pflugerville ISD plans to use the information taken from the E3 attendance
challenge to isolate specific reasons why
students miss school and if absences tend
to happen among students in certain geographical areas.
“[We want] to see if it would be possible
to focus educational efforts or health care
services to specific populations or areas,”
PISD Public Information Officer Amanda
Brim said. “The expected return would be
healthier students and greater attendance.”
The MSM summit is scheduled to
be held June 11 and will be free and
open to the public. More information
is available at www.e3alliance.org and
www.missingschoolmatters.org.
Tell us what
you think.

$7 5 *

1420 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock, TX 78664

512-248-1789

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2013-2014

Visit our website for details - www.strichardspreschool.org

Comment at impactnews.com

S AV E

St. Richard’s
Richa
Episcopal Preschool

18 mos—Pre-K
Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
2 day—5 day Programs

50%

Students who
miss six or more
days of class
per year

(with this ad
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3
*some

restric
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Summer, Chess and Project Management Camps
The Mathnasium Method ™ was scientifically
developed over 30 years of hands-on instruction.

Teaching kids in grades K-12

Cedar Park (512) 869-MATH (6284)
Round Rock (512) 415-5371

Catch Up, Get Ahead & Stay Ahead
SAT, ACT, GMAT, GED, GRE & Math Preparation
Enhance Logical Thinking & Problem Solving

Locations in Round Rock and Cedar Park

See website for more locations near you. www.mathnasium.com

Education Focus
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Round Rock ISD

Shifting assessments

Reading

Math

Reading

Math

Writing

Reading

Math

Science

62%

71%

67%

69%

48%

54%

79%

74%

71%

39

580 82.9%

81%

75%

75%

65%

53%

68%

77%

53%

35

3 Blackland Prairie

940

7.9%

95%

94%

91%

85%

91%

92%

96%

87%
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4 Bluebonnet

670 85.2%

67%

74%

55%

46%

53%

64%

53%

57%

37

5 Brushy Creek

787 20.5%

85%

90%

92%

91%

85%

90%

96%

87%

36, 43

6 Cactus Ranch

970

96%

95%

95%

98%

99%

98%

98%

94%

43

7 Caldwell Heights

608 48.5%

91%

81%

78%

84%

63%

80%

94%

79%

40, 41

8 Callison

853 56.9%

69%

61%

83%

70%

77%

80%

86%

77%

35

9 Canyon Creek

472

1.1%

99%

97%

99%

94%

99%

100% 98%

91%

39

District scores by grade

10 Caraway

650 14.5%

92%

87%

93%

82%

86%

94%

93%

95%

34

2011–12 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results

11 Chandler Oaks

612 13.4%

83%

75%

94%

80%

82%

93%

97%

91%

43

Grade 3

Reading 86%

Math 82%

Grade 4

Reading 86%

Math 77%

Grade 5

Reading 87%

Math 89%

Grade 6

Reading 85%

Math 86%

2 Berkman

2.1%

5th

For the 2011–12 school year, public schools began phasing out Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS, tests and replacing them with State of Texas Assessments
of Academic Readiness, or STAAR, tests. Third- through eighth-grade students were
assessed on the same grade-specific subjects that were covered by TAKS. At the high school
level, grade-specific assessments were replaced by 12 end-of-course tests. As part of sweeping legislation approved by lawmakers May 27, students will now need to pass only five
standardized tests: English I, English II, algebra I, biology and U.S. history. (See Page 17.)

2011–12 statistics

State

District

Economically disadvantaged

60.4%

29.8%

Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

16.8%

8.2%

Average annual salary of teachers

$48,375

$48,514

44,862

508

4th

Total students

1 Anderson Mill

3rd

Feeder
schools

Elementary
schools

2011–12 enrollment

2011–12 Economically
disadvantaged

2011–12 STAAR results by grade

12 Deep Wood

413 33.4%

88%

84%

93%

74%

83%

87%

92%

85%

37

13 Double File Trail

704 42.8%

80%

82%

83%

69%

76%

80%

90%

78%

40

14 Elsa England

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

36

Grade 7

Reading 88%

Math 73%

Grade 8

Reading 90%

Math 87%

Grade 9

Reading: Engl. I 85%, Engl. II 56%, Engl. III N/A

algebra I 92%, algebra II 100%, geometry 99%

N/A

15 Fern Bluff

805

6.1%

95%

91%

97%

90%

95%

93%

95%

91%

37

16 Forest Creek

837 10.4%

91%

83%

83%

60%

79%

93%

90%

82%

42

17 Forest North

330 48.8%

77%

68%

83%

47%

62%

92%

87%

85%

38

18 Gattis

751 43.4%

76%

68%

89%

76%

80%

84%

82%

75%

42

19 Great Oaks

896

7.5%

92%

91%

89%

75%

81%

95%

93%

93%

36

20 Herrington

607 35.3%

86%

91%

86%

90%

81%

90%

95%

85%

40, 41

21 Jollyville

521 42.2%

72%

60%

78%

66%

71%

77%

85%

75%

34, 38

22 Laurel Mountain

744

96%

90%

96%

93%

95%

94%

95%

95%

34

23 Live Oak

544 41.9%

87%

79%

81%

77%

70%

81%

84%

84%

38

Middle
schools

24 Old Town

845 21.7%

88%

83%

86%

74%

77%

94%

93%

88%

43

34 Canyon Vista

25 Pond Springs

658 25.8%

87%

85%

87%

77%

83%

88%

94%

89%

38

35 C.D. Fulkes

724

68%

70% 71% 77% 53% 61% 79% 70% 70% 56% 96% 44, 47

26 Purple Sage

320 42.5%

70%

74%

86%

65%

59%

82%

85%

69%

39

36 Cedar Valley

1,187 9.4%

96% 97% 96% 90% 91% 98% 97% 96% 96% 100% 45, 46

27 Robertson

566 77.7%

73%

65%

70%

52%

61%

79%

91%

89%

40

37 Chisholm Trail

1,044 36%

80% 82% 84% 74% 73% 85% 87% 86% 76% 100% 45, 46

1,076 5.3%

95%

89%

97%

95%

95%

90%

96%

92%

36, 43

38 Deerpark

988 39.1% 76% 70% 83% 55% 73% 86% 82% 85% 80% 100% 45

28 Sommer

English language arts 95%

Math 83%

Grade 11

English language arts 97%

Math 94%
2011–12 STAAR results by grade

Feeder
schools

Algebra I

Social
Studies

Science

Math

Reading

Writing

8th

Math

Reading

7th

Math

6th

Reading

2011–12 economically
disadvantaged

Grade 10

2011–12 enrollment

4%

2011–12 Texas Assesment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results

1,260 11.1% 95% 97% 95% 95% 93% 97% 98% 97% 95% 100% 48

4.6%

93%

90%

97%

95%

94%

97%

98%

96%

34

39 Grisham

710 26.6% 89% 89% 89% 72% 80% 93% 86% 86% 81% 99% 45, 48

30 Teravista

781 19.8%

82%

80%

82%

76%

78%

87%

88%

78%

40, 41

40 Hernandez

882 62.7% 76% 78% 76% 52% 68% 77% 73% 68% 46% 100% 47

31 Union Hill

826 61.3%

79%

82%

85%

81%

81%

79%

75%

66%

40, 41

41 Hopewell

801 39.7% 82% 85% 87% 71% 79% 86% 84% 77% 81% 100% 47

32 Voigt

701 81.9%

69%

68%

62%

61%

50%

69%

57%

68%

35

42 Ridgeview

1,315 21.1% 83% 90% 89% 69% 83% 90% 83% 83% 83% 96% 44

33 Wells Branch

896 53.2%

81%

70%

84%

71%

75%

81%

81%

78%

37, 38

43 Walsh

1,137 14.2% 94% 93% 96% 91% 92% 95% 97% 94% 88% 100% 46, 47

2011–12 STAAR results by grade

2011–12 TAKS results by grade

9th

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Reading

Writing

Reading

Writing

Reading

Writing

World
Geography

World
History

U.S. History

English
Lang. Arts

Math

Science

Social
Studies

English
Lang. Arts

Math

Science

Social
Studies

English III

Algebra II

English II

11th

Geometry

English I

10th

Algebra I

2011–12 Economically
disadvantaged

713

2011–12 enrollment

29 Spicewood

44 Cedar Ridge

2,296 34.2%

83%

99%

100%

93%

N/A

N/A

79%

65%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

89%

N/A

N/A

95%

77%

81%

96%

95%

93%

96%

99%

45 McNeil

2,414 20.5%

95%

100%

98%

97%

N/A

N/A

89%

77%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

94%

N/A

N/A

97%

90%

91%

99%

98%

97%

98%

99%

46 Round Rock

2,622 20.7%

88%

99%

100%

97%

N/A

N/A

89%

78%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

96%

N/A

N/A

95%

82%

88%

98%

97%

94%

96%

99%

47 Stony Point

2,484 37.7%

76%

97%

100%

91%

N/A

N/A

76%

53%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

87%

N/A

N/A

90%

74%

74%

96%

95%

89%

93%

99%

48 Westwood

2,503 12%

95%

100% 100%

99%

N/A

N/A

92%

89%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

98%

N/A

N/A

98%

93%

95%

99%

99%

98%

99%

99%

High schools
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HIGH
schools

44

Cedar Ridge

MIDDLE
schools

Round Rock ISD feeder pattern

42

Ridgeview

47

35

C.D. Fulkes

40

Stony Point

Hernandez

46

41

Hopewell

43

Round Rock

Walsh

37

45

Chisholm Trail

36

McNeil

Cedar Valley

48

38

Deerpark

39

Westwood

Grisham

34

Elementary
schools

21
2

Berkman

6

Cactus Ranch

8

Callison

11

Chandler Oaks

32

Voigt

24

Old Town

7

Caldwell Heights

3

Blackland Prairie

27

Double File Trail

20

Herrington

16

Forest Creek

13

Robertson

30

Teravista

5

18

Gattis

31

Union Hill

28

33

Wells Branch

14

Elsa England

19

Great Oaks

Anderson Mill
Canyon Creek
Purple Sage

4

Bluebonnet

12

Deep Wood

26

15

Fern Bluff
17

Forest North

Brushy Creek

23

Sommer

25

Jollyville

1
9

Canyon Vista

10

Caraway

Live Oak

22

Laurel Mountain

Pond Springs

29

Spicewood

RRISD school boundaries
elementary school BOUNDARIES

high school BOUNDARIES

Middle school BOUNDARIES

30
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For more information on schools in Round Rock ISD, visit www.roundrockisd.org.
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THIS YEAR, HUTTO HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:
• Earned $4,026,750 in scholarships
• 100% of seniors applied to college
• Were state finalists in choir, theatre, band,
athletics, FCCLA and more
• Served more than 2,000 volunteer hours
in Hutto and surrounding communities
• Raised more than $20,000 to beneﬁt Hutto and
surrounding communities

Congratulations
Class of 2013!

OUR
VISION

HUTTO ISD—INSPIRING EXCELLENCE IN
ACADEMICS, CHARACTER & COMMUNITY.

Hutto ISD • 200 College St. • Hutto, TX 78634

WWW.HIPPONATION.ORG
www.facebook.com/HuttoISD »

@HuttoISD

Education Focus
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Round Rock ISD

New high school campus to open in 2014
By Lyndsey Taylor

In 2014, students of Success High School will move
out of portable classrooms and into a $25 million facility, which includes 22 classrooms, a 2,000-square-foot
library, a food service kitchen and a child care facility
that can accommodate 30 infants and 30 toddlers.
The two-story campus is 69,865 square feet in size and
is located on 22 acres of land on the north side of Gattis
School Road near I-35 just south of Voight Elementary
School. Alan Albers, executive director of operations and
facilities for the district, said the new address will be 500
Gattis School Road. Upon completion, which is expected
to be July 15, 2014, the campus will have capacity for
336 students with room for an additional 100 with the
extended day. The campus will also have more than 200
parking spots.
Thomasine Stewart, director of alternative education
for SHS, said the new campus will allow the school to
grow its curriculum and expand resources for its students, including a library and science lab. The new campus will allow more space for equipment and software,
among other resources, she said.
“The exciting part of this is that coming out of the portables, we will be able to provide [the students] with group
study work opportunities, more classroom experiences …
and truly deliver the core curriculum,” Stewart said.
Stewart said the new campus will also allow for
increased enrollment. SHS has 65 students on its wait list
for fall, and she expects that list to grow by this summer.

Dimensions of Success

$25M to build
22 classrooms

2012–13

“We have not been able to accommodate them because
of our limitation in our size,” she said.
To accommodate the growth of the school, SHS will
most likely double its staff, Stewart said. Currently, it
employs about 25 staff members, including counselors
and educational assistants.

Round Rock ISD: Year in review
• Round Rock ISD’s Westwood and Stony Point high
schools were ranked No. 57 and No. 1,694, respectively,
by Newsweek and “The Daily Beast” among the 2,000
best public high schools in the nation.

Background
SHS has been operating out of portable classrooms
at Stony Point High School. When the new campus is
completed, the portables will be distributed to other
campuses in the district that need classroom space,
Albers said. SHS is designed to help students that have
unique class scheduling needs, are interested in accelerated courses, seek a nontraditional learning environment, or who are in at-risk situations obtain a high
school diploma.
On Aug. 7, the RRISD school board approved the
$25 million for SHS—which includes the design, construction, furniture and computers—with trustee Terri
Romere the lone dissenter. At the meeting, Romere said
that she supports the Success program but does not feel
comfortable with spending $25 million.
The design for the campus was completed May 8.
Albers said that he expects to recommend a contractor
and contract amount for the project at the board’s June
20 meeting.
For more information about SHS, visit
http://schools.roundrockisd.org/success.

• U.S. News & World Report ranked Westwood High
School the 144th and McNeil High School the 696th
best high schools in the nation.
• Erin Balfour, an English teacher at McNeil High School,
was named RRISD Secondary Teacher of the Year.
Melinda Schermerhorn, a fifth-grade teacher at Elsa England Elementary School, was named district Elementary
Teacher of the Year.
• RRISD and McNeil High School teacher Lisa Windolph
received honors from the 2013 H-E-B Excellence in
Education Awards. RRISD received a $100,000 cash
reward for being chosen as the top district in Texas in the
Large Districts category. Windolph received $10,000 in
cash and a $10,000 grant for her school for winning the
Secondary Leadership category.
• Rock Rock ISD ranked third in the nation by the EPA
Green Power Partnership for renewable energy use in
2012.
• The district opened its 33rd elementary school, Elsa
England, on Aug. 27.
• McNeil and Westwood high schools were among 170
Texas high schools recognized Oct. 18 with the 2012
College Readiness Award for their efforts to increase the
number of students taking the ACT college admissions
test and for improvement in scores.
• On Nov. 6, Charles “Chad” Chadwell was re-elected to
Place 2 on the board of trustees. Pauline Law won the
election for the open Place 7 seat.

Expected completion date: July 15, 2014
More than

69,865-square-foot

campus on 22 acres of land

Child care facility that can accommodate

30 infants and 30 toddlers

2,000

-square-foot
library

200

• The district celebrated its centennial anniversary in 2013.

P

• The Round Rock ISD board of trustees approved an
additional $160,000 on Feb. 21 for the design of new
safety-related front-entry modifications for 13 campuses
in the district. On Jan. 17, the board had approved
$910,000 to make the same modifications at 23 additional schools in the district.

• On Jan. 30, Superintendent Jesús Chávez announced
he would be retiring effective Dec. 31.

parking
spots

Renderings courtesy Round Rock ISD

336

Capacity for
students with room for
an additional 100 with
the extended day
For more information about the project,
including construction updates, visit
www.roundrockisd.org.

1QY(PTQNNKPI

• On April 5, trustee Glen Colby submitted his resignation,
citing time demands as his reason for stepping down.
Colby had served on the board for five years.
• On May 21, the board elected Paul Tisch as the new
Place 6 trustee to replace Colby.
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Round Rock Christian Academy
Please call
(512)255-4491
to schedule a tour
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301-A North Lake Creek Drive | Round Rock, TX
512-255-4491 | www.rrca-tx.org
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CALENDAR

Mother and son fun night

Boys ages 3–12 and their mothers
are invited to a night of games, including table
tennis, sack races, washers, ladder golf, a
dance-off and more. 6–8 p.m. $15 (YMCA
member mother/son pair), $5 (each additional
son); $20 (nonmember mother/son pair),
$7 (each additional son). CHASCO Family
YMCA, 1812 N. Mays St., Round Rock.
512-246-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

07

and 13
Workshops for grandparents
and grandchildren
On June 7, grandparents and their
grandchildren age 7 and older are invited to
play bingo together, and on June 13 they can
work together to build birdhouses.
10 a.m. $5 (bingo for members), $6 (bingo
for nonmembers), free for birdhouse building.
Allen R. Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave.,
Round Rock. 512-218-5499.
www.bacacenter.com

08

 Library grand opening and
summer reading kickoff

Join the Pflugerville Public Library for a
ribbon cutting of its expansion and remodel
and an afternoon of activities. Explore library
programs and participate in performances,
storytimes, games and more. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Free. Pflugerville Public Library, 1008 W.
Pfluger St., Pflugerville. 512-990-6375.
www.pflugervilletx.gov/library

09

Disc golf tournament

The tournament includes single and
two-person scramble format games. Divisions
based on age and gender are formed based
on registrations. Participants must be age 10
or older. 8 a.m. $10 (individual), $20 (team)
by June 8; $15 (individual), $30 (team) day
of event. Cat Hollow Disc Golf Course, 8338
Liberty Walk Drive, Round Rock.
512-255-7871, ext. 225. www.bcmud.org

11

Hutto summer concert series

12

Animal clinic

Bring your pets for microchip implants
and city tags. 5–7 p.m. $10 (microchips),
$5 (city tags for spayed/neutered pets), $10
(city tags for non-spayed/non-neutered
pets). Deepwood Elementary School, 705 S.
Williams Ave., Round Rock. 512-218-5500.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

13

‘Shingles: Where’s the Fire?’

Join Dr. John Carlson with the
Scott & White Health Clinic as he discusses
symptoms, prevention methods and
treatments for shingles. 11 a.m.–noon. Free.
First United Methodist Church Round Rock,
1004 N. Mays St., Round Rock.
512-218-6381. www.roundrock.sw.org

13

through 12
Harlem Globetrotters
skills camp
Boys and girls ages 6–12 are invited to
participate in two-hour sessions featuring

14

Movies in the Park

Enjoy free family events before a
screening of “The Sandlot.” Popcorn, candy
and drinks are available, and attendees
are encouraged to bring lawn chairs and
blankets. 7:30 p.m. (family events, movie
starts at dark). Free. Lakeview Pavillion in
Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,
Round Rock. 512-218-5540.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Texans Making a Difference 5K
Walk/Run

through 15
Juneteenth celebration

Join the Round Rock Parks and
Recreation Department for live music
and dancing, carnival rides, food and
much more. Juneteenth is a nationally
recognized celebration held annually to
commemorate the end of slavery in the
United States. 7:30–11:30 p.m. (June 14),
2 p.m.–midnight (June 15). Free. Rabb
Pavilion at Old Settlers Park, 3300 E.
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-218-5540. www.roundrocktexas.gov

16

Lake Pflugerville Triathlon

Athletes of all skill levels are
challenged to complete a 500-meter
swim, 14-mile bike ride and 3-mile
run. Friends and family are invited
to cheer participants. Ice cream and
pizza are provided for finishers. 7:30
a.m. Registration is closed, however,
volunteers are still needed. Lake
Pflugerville Park, 18216 Weiss Lane,
Pflugerville. www.lakepflugervilletri.com

16

Feed Your Spirit

Intuitives, therapists, healers and
other specialists are available to help

17

through 21
Rock Rugby Clinic

19

Happy Tails live animal show

Boys and girls ages 8–13 are invited to learn
the fundamentals of rugby and participate
in touch rugby tournaments and a skills
competition. Participants receive a T-shirt,
rugby ball and a pizza party at the end of the
clinic. Proceeds benefit the YMCA’s Strong
Kids Campaign. 6–8 p.m. $75. Stony Point
High School, 1801 Tiger Trail, Round Rock.
512-246-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

The Austin Texans Soccer Club hosts the
second annual event. Medals are awarded by
gender and age group. 9 a.m. $20. Pfluger
Park, 515 City Park Road, Pflugerville.
512-222-9188. www.thedriven.net

Enjoy food and wine pairings, enter a raffle
for an iPad 3 and browse a silent auction.
Proceeds benefit transportation for seniors.
4:30–6:30 p.m. $10 (in advance), $15 (at the
door). Water 2 Wine, 2000 N. I-35,
Round Rock. 512-310-1060.
www.fiasenioraccess.org

14

attendees learn techniques to rejuvenate their
minds and body. Enjoy shopping and free
lectures. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Wingate by
Wyndham Conference Center, 1209 N. I-35,
Round Rock. 303-917-6093.
www.sanctuaryoftheawakenedsoul.com

through 16
Official Elite Showcase

High school–aged softball players can show
off their skills for college and university
recruiters. Games run from 6 p.m. June 14
through 5 p.m. June 16. Admission fees are
$5 (one-day pass for adults and teens), $10
(all-weekend pass for adults and teens), $2
(one-day pass for seniors), $5 (all-weekend
pass for seniors); children 12 and younger,
military and veterans with ID get in free.
Champion Fields, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,
Round Rock. www.eliteshowcase.net

15

Wine tasting benefiting Faith In
Action Senior Access

through 10
Copa Univision soccer
tournament

10

The Penfold Theatre Co. presents
“Shipwrecked!” for the third Penfold in the
Park series. The play tells the tale of exotic
islanders, giant sea turtles and a man-eating
octopus. Each performance is kicked off with a
presentation by a local special guest, including
Ballet Folklorico, the Round Rock Symphony
and others. Thu.–Sat. 7:30 p.m. (special guest
pre-show), 8 p.m. (performance). Free. Round
Rock Amphitheater, 301 W. Bagdad Ave.,
Round Rock. 512-850-4849.
www.penfoldtheatre.org

14

Listen to the sounds of blues, soul
and R&B with Adam Johnson & the Pay
Me’s. Attendees are invited to bring their
own picnics and beverages. 7 p.m. Free.
Fritz Park, 400 Park St., Hutto.
512-759-4000. www.huttotx.gov

09

Participate in interactive soccer activities
and enjoy entertainment and booths from
sponsors and local businesses. 8 a.m.–
5 p.m. (June 9), 8 a.m.–3 p.m. (June 10). Free.
Northeast Metropolitan Park, 2703 Pecan St.,
Pflugerville. 214-241-7604.
www.copaunivision.net

06

through 29
‘Shipwrecked!’

The event features interactions with
exotic animals, lessons on each animal’s
natural behaviors and photo opportunities.
Two shows are held to accommodate large
crowds. 2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. Free. Round
Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main St.,
Round Rock. 512-218-3279.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

20

Fire safety workshop

20

Pflugerville’s Pfurry Pfriends
benefit

Lt. Michael Heard with the Round
Rock Fire Department discusses fire safety
issues. 11–11:45 a.m. Free. Allen R. Baca
Center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., Round Rock.
512-218-5499. www.bacacenter.com

Download an event flier and present it at
Pflugerville’s Pizza Hut, and 20 percent of
your purchase is donated to Pflugerville’s
Pfurry Pfriends, a nonprofit pet adoption
agency. The offer applies to dine-in, carryout
and event delivery orders. 11 a.m.–midnight.
Pizza Hut, 100 12th St., Pflugerville.
512-990-8444.
www.pflugervillepfurrypfriends.org

21

Diablos Baseball golf
tournament fundraiser

Help send the Diablos to the Little League
World Series. Monetary, goods and service
donations are accepted. 1:30–7:30 p.m. $400
per team or $100 per player. The Golf Club at
Star Ranch, 2500 FM 685, Hutto.
512-748-2050.
www.leaguelineup.com/rr8udiablos

Courtesy Penfold Theatre

07

Diapers and wipes of any kind are being
accepted for Breath of Life Ministries. Every
person who donates receives a coupon for a
free shampoo and style at Simply Irresistible
salon. Limit one per person. Salon hours are
Mon.–Wed. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Thu.–Fri. 9 a.m.–
6 p.m. and Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Simply
Irresistible Salon and Spa, 1705 N. Mays St.,
Round Rock. 512-255-5533.
www.simplyirresistiblehairsalon.com

JUN

Courtesy City of Pflugerville

though 30
Diaper and wipes drive

Featured EVENT

Courtesy City of Hutto

06

coaching and motivation by the Harlem
Globetrotters basketball team. 9–11 a.m.,
12:30–2:30 p.m. and 3:30–5:30 p.m. each
day. $59 per session. 24 Hour Fitness
Pflugerville Super Sport, 1401 Town Center
Drive, Pflugerville. 512-354-3101.
www.harlemglobetrotters.com/clinics

Courtesy City of Round Rock

June
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through 23
Cedar Park Rodeo

Frontier Days celebration

Enjoy a parade, fireworks, carnival
rides, a jalapeño eating contest, children’s
games, a re-enactment of the Sam Bass
shootout, a movie in the park, live music,
and Sertoma’s rubber duck race and more.
8 a.m.–11 p.m. Free admission. Old Settlers
Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-341-3361. www.roundrocktexas.gov

25

and 27
QuickBooks class

25

Hutto Chamber of Commerce
Business Expo

27

‘Honoring Those Who Served’
seminar

Learn about burial benefits provided by the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and how
to apply. A complimentary lunch is included.
11 a.m. Free. Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad
Ave., Round Rock. www.bacacenter.com



Courtesy City of Pflugerville

R

04

Pfirecracker Pfestival

The celebration includes food,
children’s activities, swimming, watercraft
rentals, live music and fireworks. Shuttle
buses are available at Pflugerville and
Hendrickson high schools. 3–11:30 p.m.
Free. Lake Pflugerville, 18216 Weiss
Lane, Pflugerville. 512-990-6113.
www.pflugervilletx.gov

The class teaches participants to use
QuickBooks Point of Sale. Laptops and
handouts for notes are provided. 10 a.m.–
3 p.m. $175. Texas State University Round
Rock, 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock.
512-423-8450. www.txstate.edu

Make contacts and find tools to help grow
your business. The event includes a 50/50
raffle every hour, a silent auction, snacks and
a cash bar. 3–6:30 p.m. Free. Dell Diamond,
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-759-4400. www.huttochamber.com

Family Medicine

;PUH7OPSPW+6
Family Medicine

:OHUL2LSSLY4+
Family Medicine

ZZZSDUNZD\SULPDU\FDUHFRP

Call about our NEW extended hours!

Courtesy Keep Austin Weird Fest

The festival features music, family
activities and local vendors. Music
groups playing include Shiny Toy Guns
and The Whigs. 2–10 p.m., 5K starts
at 7 p.m. Festival tickets $15–$25; 5K
registration $47.50–$65 (adult), $20–$25
(12 and younger). The Long Center for
the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside
Drive, Austin. 512-524-2953.
www.keepaustinweirdfest.com

;YH]PZ)PHZ+6

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112 • Pflugerville

Worth the trip

Keep Austin Weird
Fest & 5K

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pflugerville

Enjoy two nights of professional rodeo
action followed by a night of professional
bull riding with the Professional Bull
Riders Touring Pro Division. 7:30 p.m.
(June 22–23), 2 p.m. (June 24). $16–$26.
Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the
Stars, Cedar Park. 512-600-5013.
www.cedarparkcenter.com

22

25

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Round Rock,
Pflugerville and Hutto events at
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.
To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and
Hutto events considered for the print
edition, they must be submitted by
the second Friday of the month prior
to the month they take place.
Sponsored by

WE RULE THE CARIBBEAN. AFTER ALL, IT’S OUR MIDDLE NAME.

Peeks Cruises & Tours and Texas Wine & Food Consortium present the first annual

Texas Vs. the World Wine Cruise

NAVIGATOR of the SEAS®

7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN
December 8, 2013
Starting from:

$1001.52†*

$100.00 per person deposit due by July 1st

Pricing includes:
•Wine Reception
•Texas Vs. The World Tastings
•Food and Wine Pairings at Dinner
•Making Wine In Texas

For Reservations and Information, Please Contact:
Peeks Cruises and Tours | (512)297-6091
Visit us on the web at: www.peeksvacations.net/txwfc
†ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL® RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT OF UP TO $10 PER GUEST PER DAY ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OF WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE FUEL EXCEEDS $65.00 PER BARREL
*Pricing set forth is the sole responsibility of the travel agent. Prices are per person, cruise only, double occupancy, and reflect value add for exclusive events in US Dollars. All itineraries and prices are
subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Government taxes and fees are additional. ©2013 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas. 13033576 • 3/26/2013

RESERVE YOUR ROYAL CARIBBEAN VACATION WITH US TODAY!
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At First Texas Bank, we bank a little
differently. We believe that there
are more important things than the
bottom line.

Like:

ARE NOISES
YOU ATTIC
IN YOUR
DRIVING
DRIVI YOU
NUTS?
NU

Spring into M
May Critter Free!

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusio
Exclusion Service
Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Remov
Removal • Squirrels • Rats
Opossums • Skunks
Raccoons • Snakes • Bee Control • Bats • Birds • Op

We also specialize in Attic cleanup,
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, Repair
& Replacement of Insulation

Animal Control

15% OFF
Limited Time Offer

CH HUM
Don’t lose any more sleep. Let us get them before they get you!
EM AN
ICA E &
LF
RE
512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com
512.3
E

Physical Therapy

Chiropractic Services

Acupuncture

Austin Pain Associates is
now offering new therapies
for pain.

• Community,
• Serving,
• Quality Products, and
• Personal Service.
Our mission is to delight our customers by exhibiting
unparalleled customer service that exceeds your expectations.
We believe your experience should be personal.
We want to get to know you!
With us, it’s about relationships.
900 S. Austin Ave.
(512) 863-2567

500 Round Rock Ave.
(512) 255-2501

5321 Williams Dr.
(512) 869-8910

7509 O’Connor Dr.
(512) 246-6010

480 Del Webb Blvd.
(512) 864-0379

1600 W. Pecan
(512) 251-7889

721 Hwy 183
(512) 778-5757

• arthritis
• sciatica

• headaches
• fibromyalgia

512-416-PAIN (7246)

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions
Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park,
Leander, Hutto, Taylor and surrounding areas.
Doctors Stephanie Shaw, M.D.
and Kerem Ozer, M.D. would
like to introduce a new
physician to our practice.

Now with 10 area locations – Round Rock,
Georgetown and North Austin

Diabetes - management of types 1 and 2 diabetes, continuous
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy, dietitian services, and
Certified Diabetes Educators
Thyroid - fine needle biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of
thyroid cancer, and hyper- and hypothyroidism
Thyroid ultrasound - Accredited by the American Institute of
Ultrasound Medicine. Physicians certified in neck ultrasound.
Osteoporosis - treatment and bone density testing
Glandular disorders - treatment of pituitary, adrenal and other
hormonal conditions
Clinical research - types 1 and 2 diabetes, obesity, thyroid,
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders. (512) 334-3505

Kamalpreet (Kim)
Singh, M.D.

Board Certified in
Endocrinology and
Metabolism

All physicians are
Board Certified in
Endocrinology and
Metabolism.
Certified Diabetes
Educators on staff.

Weight loss program - both patients with and without diabetes.
(512) 334-3484

(512) 458-8400

620

ood Dr.
Deep W

www.AustinPainAssociates.com

1901 Bagdad Rd.
(512) 259-2443

We want to be your bank for a lifetime!

We are proud to team up with Advanced Rehab to offer pain patients
an even more comprehensive list of state-of-the-art treatments.
We treat all types of pain, such as:
• back pain
• neck pain

FirstTexasBank.net

ROUND ROCK OFFICE

170 Deep Wood Drive
Suite 104
Round Rock, TX 78681
I-35

AUSTIN OFFICE
6500 N Mopac
Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731
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Business

Starmark

Hutto company offers a dog paradise
a school for dog trainers and currently
holds four-, eight- and 12-week training
classes with approximately 25 students
each. Students work with dogs on training objectives that range from basic
obedience to tricks to search-and-rescue
skills. Though Starmark Academy for
Dog Trainers trains some handlers for
professional dog showmanship and hosts
competitive shows on weekends, its
main focus is promoting companionship
between dogs and their owners.
“Our philosophy is keeping pets happy
in their homes by improving their relationship with their owners,” Benson said.
Students in the training programs often
bring their personal dogs, but Starmark
also works with local shelters to train
30–40 rescue dogs in each class. After the
programs are complete, people can adopt
the newly trained dogs. Benson said Starmark has a 99 percent adoption rate with
its trained dogs.
Starmark’s third facet, the Starmark Pet
Products line, offers more than 70 products to markets in Europe, Asia and the
United States. The line includes mental
stimulation toys, interactive play toys,
tools for training, and treats and rewards.
“Everything we do here is based on the
dogs and the behavior associated with
[dogs],” Benson said. “The product development comes from the minds of our animal training and behavioral specialists.”

Starmark
197

130

Rowe Ln.

200 CR 197, Hutto
877-823-7847
www.starmarkacademy.com

Rd.

TOLL

Jakes H
ill

I

n 1994, Keith Benson and three
colleagues started a dog-boarding
service with six kennels in a backyard
in Tucson, Ariz. They called their business Triple Crown Dog Academy.
Within a year of opening, Triple Crown
expanded from six to 22 kennels with a
four-month waiting list. As the business
grew, Benson and his colleagues began
looking for a larger space, and in 1997
they decided to relocate to Hutto.
“We looked everywhere from Florida to
California and several places in between,”
Benson said. “We settled on the piece of
property here in Hutto because of the
community and the growth opportunities
that were in the area.”
Nearly 10 years after its founding,
Triple Crown has rebranded itself as Starmark, and the business now includes Starmark Animal Behavior Center, Starmark
Pet Products and Starmark Academy for
Dog Trainers. The Starmark brand is recognized internationally, with dog trainers
from throughout the world visiting the
Hutto business for its training classes.
Starmark Animal Behavior Center has
grown to more than 200 kennels offering
boarded dogs outdoor and indoor accommodations. The company also recently
added a studio suite, where dogs can enjoy
quiet, air-conditioned accommodations.
Boarding services include comfortable
sleeping arrangements, play times and
activities, baths and grooming services
and treats. Owners can even book dogs
an appointment in Starmark’s spa, which
offers services such as blueberry facial
scrubs, a spa pedicure with nail polish,
airbrushing and color treatments.
“We try to create an environment that’s
fun for the dogs,” said Benson, who now
serves as Starmark’s president and chief
operating officer. “We want the dogs to
have fun, and ... to want to come back.”
In 2000, the business started offering

Photos by Korri Kezar

By Korri Kezar

Keith Benson, Starmark president and chief operating officer, opened the business in Hutto in 1997.

A dog’s life
Owners can choose from a variety of
boarding packages for their dogs, including:
Basic:
• $26 per night ($16 per night for second
dog in same suite)
• Indoor suite with patio access
• Option of a fleece sleeping mat
First class:
• $33 per night ($23 per night for second
dog in same suite)
• Indoor suite with patio access
• One playtime activity per day
• One Frosty Paw (a nondairy, soy-based
ice cream for dogs) or Starmark Interactive Chew Ball treat puzzle per day
• One good night treat
• Option of a fleece sleeping mat
Platinum:
• $45 per night ($35 per night for second
dog in same suite)
• Indoor suite with patio access
• One playtime activity per day
• One visit to the Beach Club or Discovery
Playground, nature walk or canine massage per day
• One Frosty Paw or treat puzzle per day
• One night treat
• Elevated bed
Luxury suites:
• $55 per night ($45 per night for second
dog in same suite)
• Private room
• Two playtime activities per day
• One visit to the Beach Club, Discovery
Playground, nature walk or canine massage per day
• One Frosty Paw or treat puzzle per day
• One night treat
• Elevated anti-microbial bed

Carly Jones and Patty (right) work through agility
exercises at the Discovery Playground.

Laney swims in the bone-shaped swimming pool
at the facility’s Beach Club.

Dog toys, including the Starmark Groovy Ball, offer
dogs mental and physical stimulation.
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July 4th Schedule of Events
3 p.m. Pflugerville Parkway closed for traffic. Shuttle Buses begin from Pflugerville &
Hendrickson high schools every 15 minutes.
4 p.m. Pfestival begins! Food, children’s activities, swimming, watercraft rentals
(kayaks/canoes/paddle boards - $50 for 3 1/2 hours on July 4)
4:15 p.m. Eric Herman Show (for kids) - “Stars” Stage South
5 p.m. Charlie Worsham - “Stripes” Stage North
5:45 p.m. Austin’s Cover Girl band - Stars Stage
6:30 p.m. Rian C Band - Stripes Stage
8:30 p.m. Final buses leave Hendrickson and Pflugerville high schools
enroute to the lake. Mayor’s welcome and Color Guard - Stars Stage.
Patriotic Concert by Austin Civic Wind Ensemble

Parking at the lake is limited. Please take the free
shuttles from Pflugerville and Hendrickson high school.

9 p.m. National Anthem and fireworks! (shot from the dam on the east
side of the lake)
9:45 p.m. Sammy Fox & the Intervention - Stars Stage
11:30 p.m. Last bus leaves back to Hendrickson & Pflugerville high schools

www.pflugervilletx.gov/pfirecracker • 512-990-6350

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
Seton Williamson Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 401
Round Rock, TX 78665
Phone: 512-324-4813
2. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
Stone Hill Shopping Center
1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Phone: 512-324-4875
Evening hours available

Seton Care For Your Entire Family
As the leading provider of health care services in Central Texas, the
Seton Healthcare Family is proud to offer a full continuum of care
for your family. Our primary care clinics provide a wide range of
medical services to improve the health and wellness of infants,
children and adults:
• Primary family care
• Physicals and sports exams
• Well-woman annual exams
• Diabetes care and prevention

GEORGETOWN

RR 1431

University Blvd.

Chandler Rd.

1
ROUND
ROCK

• Blood pressure and cholesterol
management
• Minor emergency care
• Disease management

Hwy 79

To Hutto

Gattis School Rd.
130

35
45
To Austin

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

PFLUGERVILLE

2
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Dining

Das Cafe

German eatery celebrates first anniversary

B

uilding on Pflugerville’s cultural
roots, Ines Mosley and Silke Dye,
co-owners of Das Cafe, are reintroducing authentic German food to town.
The women are both natives of Germany who learned to cook in their home
country. Dye, who moved to Pflugerville
16 years ago, learned to cook and bake
with her mother. Mosley, who moved to
the area four years ago from Munich,
began working in kitchens at age 14.
“This is our mission and our passion;
this is what we want to do,” Mosley said.
“And everyone wants German food.”
Utilizing their combined experience,
Dye and Mosley opened Das Cafe in June
2012. The menu includes everyday favorites
such as sandwiches, paninis, soups and
salads as well as traditional German fare.
Mosley, who cooks most of Das Cafe’s
offerings, creates familiar German cuisine
such as sauerkraut and German potato
salad as well as customer favorites such
as bratwurst served with spicy mustard
and red cabbage. Das Cafe’s customers
also enjoy her other specialty creations,
including pork roast wrapped with parmesan cheese and sun-dried tomatoes;
spaetzle, a food similar to egg noodles;
and currywurst, a sausage served with

Natives of Germany Silke Dye (left) and Ines Mosley co-own and operate Das Cafe in Pflugerville.

Potato pancakes, an appetizer, are served with
applesauce.

The bratwurst plate includes two brats served
with sauerkraut and German potato salad.

Dye said the restaurant’s red cabbage side dish is
a customer favorite.

Dye’s dessert options, which change daily, include
a chocolate cheesecake.

Pflugerville’s German roots
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Sources: “Pflugerville: Another Time, Another Place” compiled by Audrey T. Dearing, Vernagene H. Mott, Lois G. Shrout and Pamela A.
Stephenson; and “Pflugerville: A Heritage to Remember,” compiled by the Friends of the Pflugerville Community Library
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The Deutschen Pfest parade makes its way down
Main Street in 1976.
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Das Cafe
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Pflugerville’s early history dates to
the 1850s, when the area was settled
primarily by German immigrants, including
families such as the Pflugers, Bohls and
Timmermans. The town’s first settlers took
great effort to maintain their culture in their
new home. Pflugerville’s first schools and
churches offered lessons and services in
German and English. Today, Pflugerville
residents and visitors can observe German
influences with celebrations such as
the annual Deutschen Pfest and historic
buildings such as Richland Hall and the
Pfluger home, which is used as a museum.

Photo courtesy City of Pflugerville

HISTORY

curry ketchup and fries.
“Pork roast, red cabbage and spaetzle,
that’s what [customers] ask for every day,”
Mosley said. “They eat [spaetzle] with
everything.”
Dye, who works the front of the restaurant, creates a selection of German
pastries and desserts, which change daily.
Apple strudel, a German mainstay, is
almost always on the menu, along with
other sweets such as Black Forest cake
and chocolate cheesecake.
“Black Forest is a cake people know
from Germany,” Dye said. “And people
are kind of crazy about apple strudel.”
The restaurant is not yet licensed to
serve alcohol, but customers are encouraged to bring their own beer or other
alcoholic beverages.
In preparation to celebrating the first
anniversary of Das Cafe, Mosley and
Dye recently remodeled the restaurant’s
interior with modern decorations. With
a year under their belts and a new look,
the women plan to continue offering
authentic German fare in a Germanfounded town.
“Every week we try different dishes to
figure out [what] people like and change it
up,” Mosley said.

Photos by Korri Kezar

By Korri Kezar

104 N. Railroad Ave., Pflugerville
512-989-7300
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

GRAND OPENING JUNE 21ST
Craft Beer | Wine & Spirits | Fine Cigars
“Like” Us for a Pre-Grand Opening Invite!

WWW.THEBRASSTAP.COM
All trademarks owned by Am. D.Q. Corp. or O.J. of Am. © 2013.
® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2013.

204 East Main Street | Round Rock, TX 78664 | 512-341-2337
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Don’t travel far this summer.

Come experience the

THRILL OF
SUMMER
in Grapevine.
The perfect

FAMILY GETAWAY.
Outstanding attractions like:

No Closing Costs!
No Fees!
(No kidding!)

Grapevine NASA Blast
LEGOLAND®
Discovery Center
SEA LIFE
Grapevine Aquarium
Clock Tower Glockenspiel
Great shopping
Exceptional hotels

Home equity loaN rates as low as

Low fixed rates, no closing costs,
no fees, and local decisioning make
Amplify the right place to go for your
Home Equity Loan! learN more:

Unique winery tasting rooms

Plus Much More!

866-538-0488
goamplify.com/equityloan

Memorial Day Weekend to
Labor Day Weekend
S U M M E R

F U N

F O R

E V E R Y O N E !

1. APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Loans Subject to approval. Must apply by 7/31/2013.
Combined Loan-to-Value (CLTV) cannot exceed 80% of your home’s value. Additional terms,
conditions, and restrictions may apply. Amplify Membership and Property Insurance required.

For the full summer calendar of events, tickets and more information, visit

www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com or call us at 800-457-6338.
19101_GCVB_CommImpct_5-16_SB13_v3.indd 1

5/3/13 6:58 PM

FUN

Family Dentistry
FOR ALL AGES

A brighter smile is
just a call away!!

Call Today:

512-989-3200
me

I-35

der

1912 W. Pecan St.
Suite A-103
Pflugerville, TX. 78660

re

Grand Ave Pkwy

Check us out on Rateadentist.com

W in

Drs. Robert & Kristen Hendricks & family

W. Pec
a
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WWW.BRIGHTSMILEST E XAS .COM

2013Q2_HEL_CIquarter.indd 1
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PEOPLE

Joey Grisham

Hutto EDC recruits 12-year industry veteran
By Korri Kezar

What is your first priority with
taking on the job?
The first month is usually meeting
people working with the city and county,
getting to know the planning department,
all the stakeholders in the economic development process. At the same time, I’ll be
doing my own assessment of the market,
looking at what are the big retail voids,
working on the rail park with Union
Pacific. That’s what economic development
is; it’s a lot of moving parts.
What do you think will be your
biggest challenge on the job?
I think the biggest challenge in the community is making sure people understand
where Hutto is and what we offer. And
that’s really one of the biggest perks of the
job, to get out and market what we have to
offer with the [East Williamson County]
Higher Education Center, [SH] 130, fast
growth [and] access to [a] workforce.

was chosen for the job based on his experience and background.
“Grisham brings a wealth of information and resources to
maintain and continue the city’s growth,” said Mario Perez,
HEDC board of directors chairman. “Grisham’s personality is a
great fit for the community.”

What are Hutto’s biggest draws for
economic development?
I think [the city has] been ahead of
the game. Certainly the [EWCHEC] is
one of the biggest tools I have to market,
because you can tie the higher education
into industry. Williamson County is one
of the fastest-growing counties, and Hutto
is one of the fastest-growing cities in the
nation. I think with the growth, the land
availability, the higher education center
and the workforce, I think those four are
the biggest assets we have right now. And
then, of course, you throw leadership in
there, that’s always critical anywhere.
Where do you see Hutto’s growth
potential?
Hutto will continue to grow on the
residential side, but we need commercial
growth. We need [the tax burden] to be
more equi-balanced with commercial.
Really, that’s important on two fronts.

One, it keeps jobs here, and two, it prevents retail leakage. We’ve got to focus
on commercial activity, getting more
businesses in here that create jobs and
property taxes, sales taxes and helps balance the tax burden.
When you look back a year from
now, what do you hope to have
accomplished?
The obvious thing is [filling] some of
the void, [including] from a retail standpoint, working to get a grocery store and
some other retail here so that people
aren’t having to drive outside of the
market. From an industrial standpoint
... be able to have a marketable plan so
we can go out and market to prospective
companies. In the first year, you always
meet as many brokers, Realtors [and]
stakeholders [as you can] and make sure
they know what you have to offer and
who you are and where you’re at.

Superior Medical Care for

A dults, B abies and C hildren

Serving
Servi
S
erviing
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Forest C
Forest
Creek
reek
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ek and
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surrounding areas for over 9 years.

Ramon
R
Ram
on Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals,
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations
and Urgent Illness
Se habla espanol

School/ Sp
Physicalsort
Available

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

79

I-35

• Grew up in northern Mississippi
• Married with two children, wife is a nurse
practitioner
• Has worked in economic development
for more than 12 years
• Earned a bachelor’s degree in political
science and business at the University of
Mississippi, a master’s degree in political
science from the University of Memphis
and a master’s degree in economic development from the University of Southern
Mississippi
• Past experience includes retail and consulting as well as work with Tupelo, Miss., and
Granbury and Keller, Texas

FREE BUSINESS EXPO
at the Dell Diamond

TUESDAY, JUNE 25TH
3:00-6:30

Forest Creek

Gattis School Rd.

Red Bud
R

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Mays

Sandra
S
Sand
San
andra
dra Es
Esp
Esparza,
parza
rza,
zaa MD
Family Practice

Personnel file

SUMMER
FUN!

$%&0HGLFDO&HQWHU
“Let our family treat your family.”

Courtesy Hutto EDC

Joey Grisham, the Hutto Economic Development Corp.’s
new president and CEO, has more than 12 years of experience
in development consulting. Grisham took over at the HEDC
on May 28 after the position was vacated by former Executive
Director Scott Martinez in January. The HEDC said Grisham

((512)) 310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock, TX 78664

• Discover unique products and services from area businesses.
• Silent Auction – Every hour on the hour
• 50/50 Raffle – Every hour on the half-hour
• Register for grand prize drawing
• Popcorn, Cash Bar

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183 | CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
314 old highway 183 | cedar park, tx 78613
| PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM
512.331.7503
512.331.7503
| plushhomefabric.com

“TREASURES”

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

RESALE STORE

1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture
resale store that is open to the public. Revenue from sales supports the food pantry
and social service programs. Donations of
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation:

Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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Pflugerville Pfood Ranch
• Garibaldi
• Greengos
• Flavors of the Bayou • Frost Bites
• Hey Cupcake!
• Rec’s Hushpuppie
Heaven

Check out our
calendar of events!
Live Music Line-Up:
• JUN 07 – Steve Syx & Six Gun
• JUN 08 – Jay Satellite Band
• JUN 14 – Jeff Latham Band
• JUN 15 – Steve Syx & Six Gun
• JUN 21 – Did you see those bats?
• JUN 22 – Marcus Woolverton Band
• JUN 28 – Jay Satellite Band

and

day
Satur
6-8pm

Present this ad to receive 10% off at trailer of your choice.
2205 W Pecan, Pflugerville, TX 78660 • Open Wednesday through Sunday 11am-9pm

Find Us On Facebook
market vendors on weekends
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e
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Come experience a variety of great food from local
restaurants in pflugerville and round rock.
Live music • Great Food • Games • Family fun
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NONPROFIT

Discover Green

Group encourages youth to help preserve the environment
roots, the organization has two additional chapters in Marble Falls and
San Antonio. In developing Discover
Green, Evans also wrote a replication
guide, which the organization still
uses, to show youth in other communities how to start similar groups.
“Even though they started here
and probably 80 percent of what they
do is local or regional, it’s been really
fun to kind of watch them [expand
and] try to figure out what works for
them,” said Kate Young, a Discover
Green adult volunteer and mother of
Evans, Sarah and Marie.
As a primarily youth-driven
organization, Discover Green is
always looking for young volunteers
to coordinate and participate in
projects. Adult volunteers are also
needed to help guide activities, serve
pizza and help with equipment. All
interested volunteers can contact the
organization at www.facebook.com/
discovergreen.

Sarah Young (kneeling) shows a group of young volunteers how
to plant saplings.

An environmental footprint

1,600

adult volunteers

3,244

youth volunteers

The nonprofit
has received
approximately

4,200
pieces of pizza
have been served
after volunteers
complete Discover
Green’s projects.

Kate Young has
driven at least

miles to
transport her
children and
other volunteers
to Discover
Green projects.

Discover Green invites volunteers of all ages to help its members preserve the environment.

Mathew Evans was

15 years old
when he founded Discover Green.

Discover Green
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environmental issues, participate
with local organizations such as 4-H
and clean up trash. Discover Green
volunteers can also be found participating in events such as Pflugerville’s
Nature Day, repairing the gardens at
Seton Medical Center Williamson,
or working with various cities and
municipalities from Georgetown to
San Antonio to target where they can
help. Projects also include educational speakers and incentives for
volunteers to do a good job.
“We have some kind of motivation
at the end [of a project], and usually
that’s pizza,” Sarah said. “What motivates teens more than free food?”
For younger volunteers, Sarah
started Sapling Parties with a Purpose last year, which encourages
children ages 4–9 to plant smaller
saplings.
A grant from outdoors store REI
also allowed Discover Green to
purchase smaller, child-friendly tools
for planting saplings. Sarah’s sister,
Marie, who was 4 when the organization started and was often frustrated
when she could not use full-sized
tools, donated her playhouse as a shed
for the tools.
“[Marie] would be tagging along,
but she wanted to use the tools like
everyone else,” Sarah said. “So [in
2011], she decided to donate her
playhouse in the backyard to make a
tool shed. We got a grant for $5,000
from REI, and we filled the tool shed
with child-friendly tools so they can
actually get in with the shovels to dig
a hole or use the trash grabbers that
aren’t hard to grasp.”
Since its beginning as a teenage
birthday party, more than 3,244
youths have volunteered with Discover
Green, and aside from its Pflugerville

Im

I

n October 2008, Pflugerville
resident Matthew Evans was
turning 15 and wanted to
throw a birthday party, but his ideal
celebration did not center on games
or eating cake. Instead of receiving
gifts, Evans wanted to give back to
his community.
The result was the first Teen Green
Party for a Purpose, at which Evans
and his friends planted 30 trees at Lake
Pfluger Park. Having been turned
down by other service organizations
that did not take volunteers younger
than 18, Evans decided to take the
party even further and created Discover Green Young Environmental
Leaders Inc., a nonprofit dedicated to
preserving the environment.
“[Evans and his friends] thought
that having a service project as a
birthday party was a great idea, and
so [Evans] decided he wanted to make
Discover Green a regular thing,”
Discover Green Youth Director Sarah
Young said. “He made it a nonprofit
so that kids could get together in the
community and do things that they’re
passionate about.”
Sarah, Evans’ stepsister, attended
the party and became one of the
group’s first eco-inspiration coaches,
leaders who spearhead the organization’s projects. In 2011, when Evans
left for college, Sarah, then 15, took
the reins as the head of Discover
Green, and she now coordinates
projects and presentations, gathers
volunteers and applies for grants on
Discover Green’s behalf.
“I look for service projects that are
needed, people that need [help] with
projects,” she said.
Most of those projects are tree
plantings, but volunteers also mark
storm drains, give presentations on

Photos by Kate Young

By Korri Kezar

1000 Purple Martin Drive,
Pflugerville
512-670-0359
www.discovergreenyel.org

1200 Pecan Street W, Pflugerville • 512-251-BARK (2275)
Mon–Fri 7am–6pm, Sat 8am–Noon
m–Noon

Quality, compassionate care since 1980
NOW OFFERING PET CPR CLASSES

Rock Rugby Clinic

• WELLNESS/VACCINES
• WEIGHT MANAGEMENT/SENIOR CARE
• GENERAL & ADVANCED SURGERY
• SPAY & NEUTER
• LASER THERAPY/DENTISTRY
• DOG & CAT GROOMING

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DISCOUNTS & FUN EVENTS!

www.ctah.biz

Stony Point High School

MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE GIFT

Our unique rugby clinic is open to
both boys and girls grades 3-8
June 17–21 • 6pm to 8pm
$75/child per week
Register at the Round Rock YMCA

All proceeds go towards the Strong Kid’s Campaign
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Abridged stories from our other editions

TOP STORIES

Full story by Amy Denney

Water

Matters

Water has become a priority at
multiple levels of local government
in recent months. Their efforts could
help ensure long-term water reliability.

Deep-water intake pipe
The Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority is
seeking to create a permanent “straw” in Lake
Travis. The potential $150 million project would
allow Cedar Park, Leander and Round Rock to
provide water to their residential customers even
once all three cities are built to capacity.

LCRA water management plan

A new water plan will dictate how Lake
Travis water should be managed by the
Lower Colorado River Authority. Protests
could delay the process from being finalized
unless compromises are again made.

$2 billion toward water infrastructure
Water pipelines and reservoirs, including one
in Wharton County that would provide 90,000
acre-feet of water per year to downstream
rice farmers, could be built now that the
Texas Legislature has allocated the money.
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conversations,” he said.
He said planning will also involve
analyzing ridership and travel demands
of the rail alignment. There will also be
a robust public involvement program,
Keahey said.
“We’ve got a lot of work to do in a short
amount of time,” he said. “You’re going
to see in our project efforts a very clear
focus on the objectives moving forward.”
The TWG completed conceptual plans
for financing the $4 billion Project Connect plan as well as the organizational
chart for which entities will oversee various parts of the plan.
The plan also includes five corridors
that will each have their own study for
a more detailed view of transportation
projects and services in that area. The
project advisory group for the North
Corridor—which highlights the area
from MoPac to SH 130 and from downtown Austin to Georgetown—revealed its
final three corridor alternatives at a May
23 meeting.
Todd Hemingson, vice president of
planning and development for Capital
Metro and the agency’s contact for the
Project Connect technical team, said the
North Corridor plan will flesh out the
details and funding required to implement transportation projects.

The conceptual map for Project Connect
was released in February; however, the
final route alignments have not yet been
determined.

La

Austin Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell told members of the Transit
Working Group on May 10 that the
city’s urban rail plan could be completed in early 2014 and potentially
put before voters in a 2014 election.
“We talked about setting a tentative
wrap-up date of mid-February, which
would enable the City of Austin, if it
chooses to do so, to put this on the ballot
in the May election,” he said. “I think
it would be good to set that target and
timetable to achieve that target.”
Leffingwell spoke with Kyle Keahey,
urban rail lead for Project Connect,
before Keahey was hired about the possibility of meeting that timeframe.
The TWG was formed by the Capital
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
to evaluate and provide input on regional
transportation plans. The TWG has been
meeting during the past two years to lay
out the framework of the Project Connect regional transportation plan, which
includes urban and commuter rail.
Keahey said one of the next steps in
the urban rail planning is to look at a
range of alternatives for rail alignment
and to explain where it would be more
expensive to put rail and where ridership
would improve.
“That’s been a very important message
we’ve heard from the community in our

Proposed Project Connect map

S.

Austin’s urban rail plan could wrap up in 2014

Westgate

Little Texas
Pleasant Hill
South Park
Meadows

Slaughter
Map not to scale
Source: CAMPO Transit Working Group

ABIA
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San Marcos

Water priorities begin taking shape in north suburbs and state
Williamson County Round Rock, Cedar Park
and Leander’s pursuit of a reliable water supply has
become more dramatic in recent months as significant infrastructure projects come closer to reality.
Officials from each city have worked with regional and
state policymakers to ensure Lake Travis remains a longterm water source. If successful, their efforts could help
result in a permanent deep-water intake pipe at Lake Travis.
Their sense of urgency increases with each bleak weather
forecast. State Climatologist John Nielson-Gammon said
precipitation levels so far this spring are below normal,
likely resulting in above-average temperatures this summer.
Nielson-Gammon, a Texas A&M University atmospheric
science professor, said Central Texas is more flood-prone
than other parts the state, a fact that could bode well if a
significant tropical storm approaches the area. He estimates
that 10 to 20 inches of consistent rainfall during a two- to
three-day period could end a drought for a very concentrated region.
“Of course, it’s not possible to say where and when those
[storms] will occur,” he said.
Rather than count on such a storm, authorities are
actively working on alternatives they hope will ensure
water security.
Tom Gallier was hired as the new Brushy Creek Regional
Utility Authority general manager so he could implement

the utility’s second phase of construction—an underground
pipeline through Volente that connects a deep-water intake
in Lake Travis to a pump station, which then transports
raw water to the BCRUA plant in Cedar Park. The plant
then links up to water lines in Cedar Park, Leander, and
soon, Round Rock.
But immediately upon his arrival in late March, the
30-year water industry veteran discovered a more pressing
matter. As soon as September, worst-case weather projections suggest BCRUA may be forced to relocate its shallow
intake pipe farther from the Lake Travis shoreline.
“It’s just a massive effort to move these pumps around,”
Gallier said.
Seeking a more permanent approach, BCRUA board
members in March met with Becky Motal, Lower Colorado River Authority general manager, who agreed to let
the group proceed on potentially building a pump station
on LCRA land on Lime Creek Road between Cedar Park’s
existing water treatment plant and Sandy Creek Park.
“We want to secure the land, engineer the project and
essentially have it [build]-ready ... so that we’re ready to go,”
said BCRUA President Chris Fielder, who explained how the
project would help Leander, Cedar Park and Round Rock fill
the needs of their respective cities even if they reach maximum capacity. “Everyone is waiting on build out.”
Full story by Joe Lanane
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business

Waterloo
Swim School

Georgetown Chet
Garner’s love of travel
has landed him in some
unusual situations.
Whether he is dressed
as Benjamin Franklin
in Dripping Springs or
feeding hot dogs to alligators in Beaumont, Garner’s day job is probably
not like many others.
Garner’s adventures have taken him all
over Texas—driving more than 25,000
miles—and have been broadcast on
local PBS stations throughout the state.
Known to many as The Daytripper, Garner shares his love of his home state and
traveling through his half-hour television
show of the same name.
“I realized that the things I was doing
in my own backyard were often much
more fun than the things I had paid
over $2,000 for a plane ticket to go see
overseas,” he said. “We tend to have a
somewhat tilted view of vacation, that
vacation is only something that happens
if you take a week off of work—you buy
Courtesy Todd White

Amy Denney

Austin A California native, Mike
Varozza grew up swimming, a passion that would lead him to qualify
for the 1988 Olympic trials, compete
in U.S. Masters swimming and later
motivate him to open a swim school.
“I found my way back in swimming,”
he said. “I’ve always enjoyed the sport
and teaching specifically.”
Varozza attended Texas A&M University on a swimming scholarship and later
moved back to California. After marrying his wife, Gwyn, in 1995, Varozza
decided to try again for the Olympic
games in 1996 after he qualified for the
trials in 1988 but did not make the team.
However, Varozza missed getting into
the trials by 3/100th of a second in the
100-meter butterfly.
The couple later moved to Austin in
2000 for a job opportunity, and in 2008
a friend suggested he compete with the
U.S. Masters program. He joined the
Longhorn Aquatics team at The University of Texas, and Varozza and his relay

The Daytripper

teams have set 11 world records in their
age group.
“I felt like I was missing out on my
sport,” he said. “Gwyn and I talked about
how do I further that passion. In 2009,
we started Waterloo Swim School.”
Full story by Amy Denney
A n d e r s o n M i l l R d.

183

Spicewood
Club Dr.

Spicewood
Pkwy.

Lessons at Balcones Country Club
Spicewood pool
11210 Spicewood Club Drive, Austin
512-921-9893
www.waterlooswimschool.com

Dining

Northwest Austin Burke’s
Outlet opened May 9 in the Shops
at Tech Ridge center at 12901 N.
I-35, Ste. 600. The family clothing
and retail store sells items for
children, men and women as well
as housewares and items for the
bedroom, bathroom and kitchen.
Burke’s Outlet is planning to open
four other Austin-area locations in
2013, including one off Research
Boulevard in Northwest Austin.
512-990-1872.
www.burkesoutlet.com
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Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

Now Open
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Hi

early is no big deal,” she said. “I found
out when I was in school that bread was
where my passion and love was.”
Marketing Director Sarah Sagebiel said
Blue Baker does not use any preservatives or chemical additives in its breads.
The bread-making process is based on
traditional French baking, owner Dave
Fox said.
“For breads, if you can have control
of the process, you can make the breads
much more flavorful,” he said.

at

North Austin While many Austinites are asleep at 2 a.m., bakers at local
deli, pizzeria and bakery Blue Baker are
just beginning their workday to provide fresh breads for their customers.
Blue Baker, located in the Arboretum,
makes all of its breads and baked goods
from scratch, a process that spans three
days for breads. Dough is weighed,
kneaded, baked, fermented, hand-shaped
and reshaped before it becomes retailready. Bakery Manager Nyssa Bacia said
that coming into work at 2 a.m. is worth
it for how much she enjoys her job.
“I enjoy it so much that getting up

10000 Research Blvd., Bldg. A, Austin
512-346-2583
www.bluebaker.com
Hours: 7 a.m.–10 p.m. daily

e
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Arboretum
Blvd.

Dan and Kathy Casey opened
Austin Avenue Furniture and
Consignment, 1905 S. Austin Ave.,
on April 4. The store offers both
consignment and new furniture.
512-869-7070.
www.austinavenuefurniture.com

360

Nonprofit

Heroes Night Out

County and the surrounding areas, cofounder Judy Pierce said.
“We help them figure out what type of
resources they really need,” said Pierce,
who started Heroes Night Out with
her husband, Wes, after witnessing the
struggles their own children faced trying to separate from the military. “The
resources we offer are based on what the
veteran asked for.”
Full story by Audrey Spencer
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Cedar park Volunteers and
board members at Heroes Night Out
have just one goal: help the next veteran to walk through their doors.
What began in 2008 as a way to give
wounded veterans and their families gift
cards for restaurants and activities has
now grown to a veterans resource center
that each month assists more than 1,000
veterans from throughout Williamson

Full story by Beth Wade

IMPACTS

Lyndsey Taylor

Blue Baker

a plane ticket and you go somewhere far
away. I’ve done those vacations, and I
think these small ones are more fun.”
Garner grew up in a small town in
Texas and became an attorney before
discovering how to make a living with
his real passion. Garner decided to pick
up a camera and put together the pilot
for his show. His next mission was to find
sponsors who would help pay production
costs and get the show on air.
“It struck me that PBS is the perfect
medium for this. They don’t have to have
a national audience, and they can go
local,” Garner said.

1150 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park
512-986-7660
http://heroesnightout.org

183A
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Cedar Park A new
9,100-square-foot Scott & White
Healthcare primary care clinic
will open by August at The Shops
at Avery Ranch on the southeast
corner of Avery Ranch Boulevard
and Parmer Lane, CEO Ernie Bovio
confirmed. www.roundrock.sw.org
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ROUND ROCK

ARTS, PARKS,
PLAZA & LIBRARY
Friday, June 14th 7:30 to 11:00 p.m.
Movies in the Park YlGd\K]lld]jkHYjc
^]Ylmjaf_The Sandlot
Khgfkgj]\Zq>dap:j]o`gmk]@ge]>a]d\?jadd
Friday, August 2nd 7:30 to 11:00 p.m.
Movies in the Park YlGd\K]lld]jkHYjc
^]Ylmjaf_Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory
Khgfkgj]\Zq>dap:j]o`gmk]@ge]>a]d\?jadd
Friday, June 14 7:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 15 2:00 p.m. to Midnight
Bmf]l]]fl`J`ql`eJaZk>]klanYdYlGd\K]lld]jkHYjc
>]Ylmjaf_<B;ml;j]YlgjYf\L`]KgfaYEggj]=ph]ja]f[]
Thursday, July 4 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Frontier Days Celebration
Sertoma July 4th Parade & Movies in the Park
<goflgofJgmf\Jg[cYf\Gd\K]lld]jkHYjc

ARTS

PLAZA

Art Show featuring Anita de la Cruz

Wednesday, June 5, 10 a.m.
Kmee]jJ]Y\af_Hjg_jYeCa[c%G^^;]d]ZjYlagf
Bg]E[<]jegll;gf[]jl

B&:&@Ydda]B]kl]jOaddaYekgf;gmflq9ff]p
)0()Gd\K]lld]jJgY\$Jgmf\Jg[c$L]pYk
ooo&jgmf\jg[cYjlk&gj_
Thursday, June 6 at 5:30 p.m.
)klL`mjk\Yq9jlakl=p`aZalGh]faf_
:aj\HgjljYal=p`aZal
9jlKhY[]$*)+=EYafKlj]]l$Jgmf\Jg[c
ooo&jgmf\jg[cYjlk&gj_
Now through June 8, 2013
KYe:Ykk;geemfalqL`]Ylj]
L`]K][j]l?Yj\]fZqHYe]dYKl]jdaf_
Q]ddgo:gYlZq<Yna\KYYj
KYe:Ykk;geemfalqL`]Ylj]$.((F&D]]Kl&$Jgmf\Jg[c
ooo&kYeZYkkl`]Ylj]&gj_
June 6 through June 29, 2013
H]f^gd\L`]Ylj]
K`ahoj][c]\$L`]YeYraf_Y\n]flmj]kg^Dgmak\]Jgm_]egfl
Yklgd\Zq`aek]d^!Zq<gfYd\EYj_mda]k
;]fl]ffaYdHdYrY9eh`al`]Ylj]
+()O]kl:Y_\Y\$Jgmf\Jg[c$L]pYk
ooo&h]f^gd\l`]Ylj]&gj_
Kmee]j9[laf_;dYkk]koal`H]f^gd\L`]Ylj]
ooo&h]f^gd\l`]Ylj]&gj_'YZgml']\m[Ylagf'[dYkk]k
June 14–August 15
9jlK`go^]Ylmjaf_YjlaklBYf]lG`
Yf\h`glg_jYh`]jKaegf]@gmd]`Yf
B&:&@Ydda]B]kl]jOaddaYekgf;gmflq9ff]p
)0()Gd\K]lld]jJgY\$Jgmf\Jg[c$L]pYk
ooo&jgmf\jg[cYjlk&gj_
June 14, 2013 (Fri.) 7:30 p.m.–11:30 p.m., and
June 15, 2013 (Sat.) 2:00 p.m.–Midnight

Monday, June 24, 7:30 p.m.
Kmee]jJ]Y\af_Hjg_jYe
=ja[@]jeYf;gf[]jl
Saturday, June 15, 9 a.m.

Qg_Ygfl`]HdYrY

Between work, family and friends, your to-do list
may be longer than the Colorado River.
And taking care of yourself may be last on that list.
But when it comes to heart disease,
early detection can make a world of difference.

Hj]l]EYafKlj]]lHdYrY**)=YklEYafKlj]]l
;dYkk]kYj]YhhjghjaYl]^gjY_]kYf\kcaddd]n]dk&
:jaf_YoYl]jZglld]Yf\eYlYf\o]Yj[dgl`af_qgm[Yfegn]af&

A Heart Healthy CT scan can uncover heart disease in

LIBRARY

a few minutes, and maybe years before you have

Adult Summer Reading Program
:jYaf>gg\2>]YklYlQgmjDaZjYjq
Bmf]-%9m_mkl-$*()+
<jghZql`]daZjYjqlgka_fmh$l`]f[gehd]l]l`]hjg_jYeYf\
Z]]fl]j]\lgoafhjar]k$af[dm\af_YfaHY\Eafa
Khgfkgj]\Zql`]>ja]f\kg^l`]Jgmf\Jg[cHmZda[DaZjYjq&
Build Your own Rain Barrel
L`mjk\Yq$Bmf].$.2+(%/2+(h&e&afJgge9
GmjGj_Yfa[?Yj\]faf_k]ja]k[gflafm]k
RRPL Book Group
Kmf\Yq$Bmf]1$,2+(%.2((h&e&YlKlYj;g&$)),=&EYafKlj]]l
O]e]]ll`]k][gf\Kmf\Yqg^]Y[`egfl`$YlKlYj;g&
Bmf]Zggc2=Y[`Zggc_jgmhe]eZ]joaddk`Yj]Y
^Yngjal]Zggcl`]q`Yn]j][]fldqj]Y\&F]oe]eZ]jk
Yj]YdoYqko]d[ge];ge]Yf\]fbgq[`Yllaf_
YZgmlqgmj^Yngjal]Zggckgn]j[g^^]]YlKlYj;g&
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:jaf_qgmj^Yngjal]ha]$Yf\k`Yj]j][ah]kYf\klgja]k&
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J`ql`eJaZk>]klanYd
L`]^]klanYd[gfkaklkg^YnYja]lqg^Y[lanala]kYf\]n]flk^gj
l`]]flaj]^Yeadqaf[dm\af_Y::I[ggc%g^^$[YjfanYd$dan]
]fl]jlYafe]fl$^gg\Yf\j]lYadn]f\gjk$Y`]Ydl`^Yaj$_Ye]kYf\
gl`]j^mfY[lanala]k&:jaf_qgmjdYof[`YajkYf\meZj]ddYk&
JYZZHYnadagfYlGd\K]lld]jkHYjc
++((=&HYdeNYdd]q:dn\&Jgmf\Jg[c
ooo&l`]nga[]jj&[ge

Computer Classes at RRPL
Dggcaf_^gj>J==[gehml]j[dYkk]k7O]n]_glYk]ja]k
g^[dYkk]kl`Yl[Yf`]dhFgY\nYf[]j]_akljYlagff][]kkYjq

ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV

512-671-2705

It’s time to put a
$49 Heart Healthy CT
at the top of your list.

MS Office Classes
Egf\Yqk^jge)2((%+2((h&e&
L`mjk\Yqk^jge.2((%02((h&e&
Afl`]Újkl%Ûggj[gehml]jdYZ

512-218-5447

any symptoms. That’s why Seton has made the Heart
Healthy CT more affordable than ever—just $49.
Because the people you care about depend on your
heart too, there’s no better time to put
your heart health first.

After all, it’s not just your heart.
Call today to schedule a
Heart Healthy CT.

SetonHeart.com/HealthyCT | 512-324-1199
Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway, Round Rock, TX 78665
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Audit

Continued from | 1

the overpayment was and any
arrangements for how it is going
to be paid, I am going to defer to
the City of Round Rock.”
The comptroller’s office also
would not go into the details
of the audit beyond confirming it had occurred and Dell had
received a refund.
“We have to adhere to confidentiality in the tax code,” said
RJ DeSilva, a spokesman for the
comptroller. “We are very careful about getting into any details
regarding audits. We have to stick
to that as an agency.”
Defining the problem
Officials from the City of
Round Rock, however, were willing to discuss their interpretation of how the city has ended
up owing millions of dollars for
tax collections city officials were
never supposed to be responsible
for monitoring.
Round Rock Finance Director Cheryl Delaney said she has
been in contact with representatives of the comptroller’s office
and Dell since February to try
and gain an understanding of
what occurred.
“We started hearing rumblings
in February, but we didn’t officially receive anything from the
state until March,” Delaney said.
“They broke everything down in
numbers, and they gave me a general idea of what happened.”
Delaney said her understanding of the situation is the vast
majority of the errors came from
Dell’s overpayment of use taxes.
In layman’s terms, use taxes are
utilized by the State of Texas for
collecting taxes from out-ofstate vendors who sell products
in Texas. For example, when a
Round Rock business purchases
a product from a vendor in Oklahoma, the local business must pay
the State of Texas a use tax. The
state then passes on the local
portion—equaling up to 2 percent of the total purchase—to the
local taxing district where the
item was received.
In Texas, it is the responsibility of the purchaser—in this case
Dell—to monitor and pay the correct amount of use taxes for items
not originating in Texas.
“In general, [purchasers] are
responsible for the use tax when
they buy taxable goods and services [from outside Texas] for
use in Texas and the seller does
not charge Texas sales tax or does
not charge the correct amount of

Show me the money:

An audit completed by the office of Susan Combs, Texas comptroller of public accounts,
determined that between October 2006 and December 2010, Dell Inc. paid the state more
than $38.3 million for transactions that were later deemed nontaxable in Texas. According
to City of Round Rock officials, the majority of the funds came from the overpayment of use
taxes. In Texas, the responsibility of paying use taxes lies with the purchaser, meaning the
overpayments originated from a breakdown in Dell’s accounting methods.

Accounting errors lead to
tax overpayments by Dell
2
1

11 Dell headquarters in
Round Rock purchases
products from non-Texas
vendors.

What's the difference?
Sales tax vs. use tax

Sales t

22 The out-of-state vendor
ships the products to
Dell’s satellite facilit y
locations outside of
Texas.

ROund

Dell Inc. Rock

ROund rock
AUSTIN

45

TOLL

130

33 Dell’s headquarters in Round Rock pays the
Texas comptroller a use tax on the purchases.
No use tax was owed, however, because the
products were never delivered to Texas.

TOLL

3

35

6

MoPac

5

44 The Texas comptroller’s office forwards the City
of Round Rock its share of the local use taxes
paid by Dell.

$9.2M

183

$38.3M

290

4

AUSTIN

Comptroller’s office

55 In 2012, the Texas comptroller conducts an
audit of Dell’s tax payments and discovers the
company overpaid more than $38.3 million in
taxes. The state issues Dell a full refund.
66 The City of Round Rock is now forced to repay
the state for the overpayment of local taxes—
more than $9.2 million—submitted by Dell.

Map not to scale

Texas sales tax,” DeSilva said.
The errors with Dell’s tax
receipts apparently arose from
the fact that even though the
company is based in Round
Rock, a significant amount of its
purchases from out-of-state vendors never end up in Texas, thus
removing the state’s tax burden
on the purchases.
“Dell has employees all over
the world,” Delaney said. “So they
may have ordered and paid for
something here in Round Rock,
but the actual product is not used
here in Texas.
“This actually provided us
extra revenue that really didn’t
exist. That is the problem. On
those transactions, [Dell] should
have never been paying that tax
because they were sales that were
not taxable in Texas.”
Dell’s debt
Compounding the complexity of the situation is the sales
tax incentive agreement shared
between the city and Dell. Under
the agreement, Dell receives
31.25 percent of all Round Rock
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Source: Texas comptroller of public accounts

sales tax receipts collected from
the sale of Dell products within
Texas. The audit found that Dell
had been overpaid $766,399 by
the city, an amount Dell has since
refunded.
“Because we were collecting too
much, Dell got too much in that
incentive, so they are having to
pay us back,” said Will Hampton,
City of Round Rock public information officer.
The mistakes may never have
been noticed had it not been for
the state’s decision to conduct an
audit on Dell’s sales and use tax
payments.
“In talking with Dell, they have
said this was definitely a state-initiated audit,” Delaney said.
The fallout
The comptroller’s office has
already issued a refund to Dell
for the $38.3 million in overpayments it collected. Likewise,
Delaney said Dell has repaid the
city for the more than $700,000 it
mistakenly received through its
incentive package.
All that is left now to even the

books is for the City of Round
Rock to pay back the state for its
more than $9.2 million excess tax
receipts. Delaney said the city has
already begun the process of repayment by forwarding the amount it
received from Dell to the state.
The city’s leadership is now
working on a deal to pay off the
remaining balance of more than
$8.4 million. Delaney confirmed
the city is proposing paying off its
debt in four annual installments
of $2,103,398.58 beginning in
September.
“I have not formalized it, but
we have spoken with the state and
tentatively this is the plan we are
proposing,” Delaney said.
The city is planning to repay
the state from its general fund
and Type B Corporation, both
of which receive revenue from
sales and use taxes. Hampton said
because the city has been diligent
in maintaining and building a
“rainy day fund,” the impact to the
city should be minimal.
“The good thing is we have set
aside money year after year in that
rainy day fund in case something

unforeseen should happen with
Dell,” Hampton said. “So we are
able to absorb it without saying,
‘Here is $8.4 million [in debt]—
[now] we have to lay off half of the
police force.’”
Delaney said the city’s current
rainy day fund balance is approximately $12.3 million.
Delaney said she has already
been in discussions with Dell
about the company revising its
accounting systems to avoid a
reoccurrence of overpayments.
“We obviously don’t know what
Dell buys. They aren’t going to
share that with anybody,” she said.
“We could not have done anything
to have foreseen this occurrence.
“They have let us know that the
process they are currently using
is going to be changed so that we
won’t be receiving this revenue we
were never supposed to receive in
the first place. They are working
to fix that process, and I believe
those changes may already be put
in place.”
For more information visit impactnews.com
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Moving right along: RM 620 safety improvements
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As part of the 2006 road bond package, Williamson County voters approved the funding of $18.3 million worth
of road improvements to RM 620. According to Williamson County Commissioner Lisa Birkman, the project is an
important part of the county’s push to improve traffic flow along RM 620 between I-35 and SH 45 N.
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both, Williamson County’s leadership, in
partnership with the City of Round Rock
and the Texas Department of Transportation, is taking an aggressive approach to
finding solutions to a roadway steeped with
overlapping interests.
“When I first took office about nine years
ago, I heard from the constituents that
[RM] 620 was a major issue,” Williamson
County Precinct 1 Commissioner Lisa
Birkman said. “Basically it is overcrowded,
and we all know that.”
State road, local problem
Linking SH 45 N to the south and I-35 to
the east, RM 620 provides immediate access
to the St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center, small medical offices, Round Rock High
School and a growing number of retail locations, business offices and housing.
“If you look at the connectivity [RM 620]
provides to very significant local centers of
importance … all of those major roadways,
plus the major origins and destination
points, plus the housing there ... [it] really
makes this stretch of roadway unique and
critically important for the region,” said
Robert Daigh, senior director of infrastructure for Williamson County.
One of the challenges of improving

RM 620 is the fact it remains a state-controlled highway. In the past, TxDOT has
hesitated in ceding permission to local
municipalities to improve its roads, said
Richard Ridings, the general engineering
consultant to Williamson County with
HNTB Corp., an engineering firm hired
to manage road projects for the county.
Because of the effects of a tightening state
budget, however, TxDOT recently has
become more willing to allow municipalities to fund their own projects, he said.
“If that had been only TxDOT funds, it
could have been several years before the
project got underway,” Ridings said.
Considering local transportation officials believe the roadway is approaching
a critical mass of gridlock, Williamson
County and Round Rock officials consider
themselves fortunate the state is allowing
construction to proceed.
“It has really been a three-party process,”
Ridings said. “It is difficult to come up with
the money, the acceptable design, the right
of way, the utility location—it is hard.”
According to a 2010 traffic study commissioned by Williamson County, the section of RM 620 now under construction
carries an average of 36,000 vehicles per
day. The study also rated the roadway’s
traffic flow during peak hours. Measured
on an A–F scale, with A signifying freeflowing traffic and F representing heavy

congestion, RM 620 received a D.
The county estimates that by 2030,
RM 620 traffic will increase to more than
79,000 vehicles per day.
“There are peaks when people use [RM
620],” Birkman said. “But because of the
hospital and high school and all the other
things located along that stretch, it is pretty
much busy all the time.”
One step at a time
In addition to the current project, which
will add divided medians and dedicated
left- and right-turn lanes to 2 miles of RM
620, Williamson County and the City of
Round Rock have partnered on several
other improvements to the corridor.
“We decided to divide [RM 620 improvements] into stretches,” Birkman said.
Within the past four years, the corridor
has seen the addition of dedicated rightturn lanes on RM 620 and the road widening and construction of several of its arterials. More projects appear to be on the way as
well. The City of Round Rock plans to begin
construction in 2015 on an RM 620 bridge
and overpass system that will allow traffic to
flow unimpeded over the Union Pacific railroad and Lake Creek Drive intersection. The
county is also partnering with Round Rock
ISD and developers to construct a new road
and underpass near where RM 620 meets
SH 45 N to allow access to new schools and

housing planned for the area.
The final phase of improvements for
RM 620 will be linking the 1 1/2 mile
stretch between Williamson County’s current project and the City of Round Rock’s
planned bridge and overpass system. On
April 24, Round Rock Transportation
Director Gary Hudder asked the Williamson County Bond Advisory Commission to
consider including the project as part of a
proposed fall bond election package.
“Eventually in the next five to 10 years
there will be more improvements,” Birkman
said. “It is just a very expensive process.”
Developers’ dream
The largest determining factor for future
development along RM 620 lies in the
hands of the Robinson family, who owns
the majority of undeveloped land extending
south of RM 620 and into Travis County.
While the Robinsons agreed to sell
the county land along the south side of
RM 620 for the current road-widening
project, the family has remained tightlipped as to what, if any, plans are in store
for their remaining 8,000-acre tract. What
developers and public officials do understand, though, is the potential the area surrounding RM 620 holds.
“The amount of value on [RM 620] is
probably unequaled in the county,” Boles
said. “You have the people in the Brushy

DRIVE A SENIOR.ORG
Neighbors Helping Senior Neighbors

Volunteer today and help
seniors stay independent longer
Running errands or have time
between meetings?
This opportunity is for you.
• Go online & choose a day and
time to volunteer
• Flexible schedules to fit around
your availability
www.driveasenior.org
2498 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-310-1060
info@fiasenioraccess.org

Attention Parents: This is a great way to
volunteer with your kids in the summer!
Attention Teens: This is a great way to
obtain community service hours!
United Way of
Williamson County

39

O’Connor

CVS/
pharmacy

Dr.

E
620

2010 average daily traffic:

s St

May
.

5

d.

4

7
O’

cN

ei

lR

r.

M

10

dD

Pearson
Ranch Rd.

a t O ak s D
r.
Co
rnerw
oo

Smyers Ln.

G re

35

620

620

45

Right turn–only lanes are being added at
major intersections.
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The new construction will include several
dedicated U-turn lanes that will allow vehicles
to turn without impeding traffic.
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going to happen, but you need to be prepared for it,” Ridings said. “If there are
buildings and houses going into those locations, you need to make sure your corridor
is sufficient to handle that traffic.
“There will be demands to increase
[RM 620] again in the future. I just think the
next time we will be a little more prepared.”
Tell us what
you think.

The project includes the addition of 14-footwide shoulders with curbs and gutters. The
county hopes that once road improvements
are completed, TxDOT will allow the road to
be widened to three lanes in each direction by
utilizing the added shoulder space.

RM 620 improvements
For the past several years, the City of Round Rock, Williamson County and the Texas
Department of Transportation have been working on a series of projects on and along
RM 620 designed to alleviate traffic congestion.

2

3 Right-turn lanes

Right turn–only lanes at Deepwood,
Oaklands and Wyoming Springs drives
Status: Completed
Cost: $1.3 million
Funding: Williamson County

4 King of Kings Crossing

5 Railroad overpass

TOLL

Creek [municipal utility district] who use
it every day, the people in west Round Rock
who use it every day and the values of all
those homes and [commuters].
“That is the stuff developers dream
about. Someday, if that is the Robinsons’
plan, that is going to be a fantastic, highpriced development.”
City and county planning officials have
also taken into account what effect future
development could have.
“No one can guarantee what is or isn’t
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Williamson County acquired approximately 13
acres of right of way, primarily on the south
side of RM 620, in order to widen the roadway.

36,000

Corridor numbers
Population along
corridor in 2000:

A

An elevated section of RM 620 over the
Union Pacific railroad tracks
Status: Construction could begin in
early 2015
Cost: $18 million (estimated)
Funding: Williamson County
($4 million), City of Round Rock

7 O’Connor Drive extension
Four-lane divided roadway extending to just
north of SH 45 N
Status: Completed
Cost: $6 million
Funding source: Williamson County

8 Future RM 620 improvements
Road improvements between Wyoming
Springs Drive and Brentwood Street that
include an overpass over Lake Creek Drive
Status: Timeline undetermined
Cost: $17 million
Funding: Undetermined

9 Pearson Ranch Road and underpass
Connecting Pearson Ranch Road to
RM 620 and an underpass below SH 45 N
Status: Construction could begin in fall
Cost: $6.8 million
Funding: Williamson County (40 percent),
Round Rock ISD (60 percent)

6 Wyoming Springs Drive widening
Lane additions with raised medians
Status: Completed
Cost: $4 million
Funding: City of Round Rock,
Williamson County

Comment at impactnews.com

10 RM 620 Safety Improvements
Widening a 2-mile segment to a divided
four-lane roadway with raised medians and
dedicated right- and left-turn lanes
Status: Construction ongoing, expected
completion fall of 2014
Cost: $18.3 million
Funding: Williamson County

An Austin Monthly
Top Doc 2013

Clarity Eye Center: Offering Cutting-Edge,
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.
Hands-on training
for high-demand jobs

Apply now for flexible,
low-cost classes.
go.austincc.edu/training
Austin Community College

Dr. Jatla MD

Dr. Haven OD

Board Certified Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion.
• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams

512-244-7200

301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)
Seton-Williamson Medical Center

• Eyelid surgery
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery

512-868-3937

4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)
Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

www.clarityeye.net

Source: Williamson County
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KNOWLEDGE. ACCESS. VALUE.

TM

¤ Business Transactions
¤ Business Entity Formation
¤ Succession Planning

Patio Roof Covers by DECK MASTERS

¤ Estate Planning & Asset Protection

Frank L. Leffingwell
Christopher G. Hildreth

since 1973

¤ Probate & Estate Administration
¤ Mergers & Acquisitions
¤ Commercial Real Estate

Attorneys at Law

¤ Software & Technology Transactions

211 W. Bagdad Avenue
Round Rock, Texas
512.246.3040

¤ Private Offerings & Financings

¤ Physician Practice Formation

Call for a FREE estimate

1-800-706-1938

¤ Start-Up & Emerging Growth Companies
¤ Economic Development & Land Use

leffingwelllaw.com

www.PatioRoofCovers.com

STOP RENTING & Buy a Brand New
Home!

New Model Now Open!

Buying a new
home today is
easier and faster
than you ever
thought.

$0 Down

payment &
zero closing
costs †

From $146,990

Sunflower

1,355 Sq. Ft.
3 Bedrooms
2 Bathrooms
2 Bay Garage

Payments From

$1,154
PPer
er M
Month*
onth*
h*

Based on 3.75% (3.875% APR), 30-Year fixed rate, 0% down
payment, $146,990 sales price. Estimate of monthly taxes and
insurance premiums is $438. Estimate is subject to change.
Payment obligation may be greater. Financing available through
Universal American Mortgage Company.
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data compiled by
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133
kathryn.fowler@kw.com

Market Data
On the market (April 1–30)

Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale
Price Range

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Average days on the market

Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Number of homes sold

Hutto

Month

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Average price
Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Hutto

Less than $100,000

18

6

9

39

32

47

April 2013

250

131

46

$236,428

$171,861

$175,507

$100,000–$149,999

102

99

95

24

27

35

April 2012

251

122

29

$222,405

$156,509

$143,454

$150,000–$199,999

182

166

73

28

34

55

March 2013

247

110

41

$240,015

$173,036

$160,939

$200,000–$299,999

342

167

38

44

53

63

February 2013

169

70

37

$237,070

$174,884

$154,642

$300,000–$399,999

165

16

5

46

83

138

January 2013

132

62

19

$227,880

$156,131

$161,847

$400,000–$499,999

65

3

2

64

149

13

December 2012

159

81

29

$226,218

$170,845

$153,683

$500,000–$749,999

32

1

4

65

89

211

November 2012

202

88

28

$219,456

$165,920

$147,419

$750,000–$999,999

2

1

1

31

185

118

October 2012

192

95

29

$223,907

$164,774

$150,247

$1 million +

1

0

3

29

0

472

September 2012

188

78

38

$224,084

$164,422

$139,687

Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78634

Hutto Highlands

1006 Cockrill Court

4br/3ba

$198,000

2,864

Sheri Salley

Century 21 HSK & Associates

512-966-7595

78634

Hutto Square

107 Anderson St.

3br/2ba

$137,500

1,388

Jessica Bruehl

Keller Williams Realty

512-532-5005

78634

Enclave at Brushy Creek

1100 Samson Drive

3br/2ba

$171,000

1,856

Guy Koret

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-669-8017

78634

Enclave at Brushy Creek

1102 Samson Drive

4br/2ba

$187,900

2,286

Guy Koret

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-669-8017

78634

Legends of Hutto

115 Inman Drive

4br/2ba

$160,000

1,917

Barbara McLaughlin

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-516-0120

78634

Creek Bend

131 Camellia Drive

4br/3ba

$175,000

2,067

Alexander McCormick

Keller Williams–Lake Travis

512-762-4397

78634

Legends of Hutto

205 Gainer Drive

3br/2ba

$154,500

1,681

Paula Fiedler

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-771-4309

78634

James Sheltion

2050 CR 109

3br/2ba

$285,000

2,193

Terri Salyer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-632-3761

78634

Hutto Square

209 Lidell St.

3br/2ba

$152,000

1,708

Gary Cocanougher

ERA Colonial Real Estate

512-773-3989

78634

Park at Brushy Creek

218 Tolcarne Drive

4br/2ba

$154,900

1,550

Megan Jarrard

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-608-2882

78634

Park at Brushy Creek

302 Millook Haven

4br/2ba

$139,900

1,532

Kari Christ

Keller Williams Realty

512-784-8181

78634

Star Ranch

620 Wiltshire Drive

4br/2ba

$245,000

2,616

Kari Bradfield

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-887-9057

78660

Pflugerville

100 W. Hall St.

6br/3ba

$293,700

3,300

Alexandra Marek

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-656-0788

78660

Springbrook Glen

1113 Glendalough Drive

3br/2ba

$158,500

1,772

Sherri Revier

ERA Colonial Real Estate

512-769-6000

78660

Heatherwilde

1305 Haley Gray Drive

3br/2ba

$175,000

2,161

Laura McGonigal

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-241-1496

78660

Northtown Park

13812 Letti Lane

4br/2ba

$139,900

1,951

James Morelli

RE/MAX Capital City

512-744-4153

78660

Gatlinburg

1610 Dove Haven Drive

4br/2ba

$159,900

1,606

Tim Kress

RE/MAX 1

512-719-5555

78660

Reserve at Westcreek

16624 Bridgefarmer Blvd.

3br/2ba

$174,900

2,223

Megan Jarrard

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-608-2882

78660

Heatherwilde

16915 Columbine St.

3br/2ba

$128,000

1,330

Suzanne Miller

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-413-3723

78660

Reserve at Westcreek

18721 Leigh Lane

3br/2ba

$166,420

1,632

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Falcon Pointe

18937 Wandering Vine Cove

4br/3ba

$309,000

3,469

Greg Young

Keller Williams Realty

512-587-1337

78660

Falcon Pointe

2008 Heritage Well Lane

3br/2ba

$289,900

3,270

Charles Young

Keller Williams Realty

512-794-6688

78660

Estates Rowe Lane

20825 Penny Royal Drive

4br/2ba

$189,995

2,413

Beata Zadrozna

Keller Williams Realty

512-795-9900

78660

Falcon Pointe

2104 Spotted Owl Circle

5br/2ba

$319,900

3,291

Otis Fields

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-923-9743

78660

Falcon Pointe

2312 Hayfield Square

4br/2ba

$260,000

3,084

Carra Elkins

Amelia Bullock, Realtors

512-422-9411

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

3516 Dry Brook Crossing

3br/2ba

$194,000

2,136

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

3905 Hidden Harbor Drive

5br/3ba

$301,200

3,693

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

3909 Hidden Harbor Drive

4br/2ba

$259,390

2,464

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4005 Veiled Falls Drive

4br/2ba

$199,900

2,341

Carolyn Abbott

Realty Executives, Austin–North

512-633-7080

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4208 Lake Edge Way

3br/2ba

$202,700

2,136

Sherry Hindmarsh

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-731-8316

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4724 Fritz Falls Crossing

4br/3ba

$227,797

2,466

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

4725 Randig Lane

4br/2ba

$208,710

1,938

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78660

Cambridge Estates

604 Stansted Manor Drive

3br/2ba

$192,900

2,386

Alexandra Marek

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-656-0788

78660

Lakes at Northtown

900 Watson Way

3br/2ba

$182,000

1,605

Kevin Elliott

Keller Williams Realty

512-347-7740

78660

Lakes at Northtown

904 Watson Way

3br/2ba

$184,900

1,768

Josh Molleur

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-906-9056

78660

Parkside at Northtown

913 Sebastian Bend

3br/2ba

$134,900

1,476

Tim Kress

RE/MAX 1

512-719-5555

78664

Greenslopes at Lakecreek

1118 Greenbriar Court

3br/2ba

$99,900

1,078

Andy Allen

Keller Williams Realty

512-785-0496

78664

Forest Creek

116 David Duvall Court

4br/3ba

$269,900

2,936

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78664

Meadows at Cambridge Heights

1808 Silone Circle

4br/2ba

$187,900

2,185

Jeff Kress

RE/MAX 1

512-791-7744

78664

Forest Creek

1919 Mulligan Drive

4br/3ba

$435,000

3,275

John Mick

RE/MAX Capital City

512-964-5724

78664

Jester Farms

2078 Buckley Lane

4br/2ba

$165,900

2,343

David Pavliska

RE/MAX Round Rock

512-422-5457

78664

Forest Creek

2206 Shark Loop

4br/2ba

$259,000

2,641

Shaista Salahuddin

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-771-8749

78664

South Creek

2417 Redwood Trace

3br/2ba

$166,500

1,924

Linda Farish

RE/MAX 1

512-917-5713

78664

Jester Farms

2513 Vernell Way

3br/2ba

$164,900

1,940

Michelle Martin

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-695-9810

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

2050 CR 109

2008 Heritage Well Lane

4005 Veiled Falls Drive

2206 Shark Loop
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Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78664

Forest Creek

2528 Crenshaw Drive

6br/3ba

$316,000

3,702

Karen Halsema

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-514-1312

78664

Forest Creek

3731 Norman Loop

4br/2ba

$224,000

2,435

Karen Halsema

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-514-1312

78664

Turtle Creek Village

521 Rolling Oak Drive

3br/2ba

$159,800

1,422

Alexandra Booth

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-554-4147

78664

Bluff Estates

55 Twin Ridge Parkway

5br/4ba

$395,000

3,316

Roya Johnson

Keller Williams Realty

512-472-1000

78664

South Creek

706 Elder Way

3br/2ba

$162,900

1,527

Lauren Schauer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-963-5772

78664

Greenridge

803 Cheyenne Valley Cove

4br/2ba

$239,000

3,743

James Davis

Keller Williams Realty

512-804-6970

78665

Pioneer Crossing

1309 Kenneys Way

4br/2ba

$165,000

2,673

Linda Graves

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-744-4584

78665

Indian Ridge

1315 Terra St.

4br/2ba

$175,000

2,164

Daniel Wilson

Keller Williams Realty

512-801-7718

78665

Round Rock Ranch

1754 Fort Grant Drive

5br/2ba

$239,000

2,984

Kim Stanley

RE/MAX 1

512-337-0261

78665

Teravista

1805 Woodvista Place

4br/3ba

$291,000

3,279

Colleen Sellars

RE/MAX 1

512-971-0665

78665

Round Rock Ranch

1807 Hickory Ridge Cove

3br/2ba

$189,000

2,388

Ryanne Vaughan

Keller Williams Realty

512-619-5034

78665

Lake Forest

1827 Bluffwood Place

4br/3ba

$299,900

2,625

Lauren Powell

Capital City Sotheby’s Realty

512-695-0679

78665

Chandler Creek

207 Chandler Crossing Trail

4br/2ba

$169,000

1,982

Andy Allen

Keller Williams Realty

512-785-0496

78665

Estates at Settlers Park

2150 Settlers Park Loop

5br/1ba

$279,900

3,326

Andy Allen

Keller Williams Realty

512-785-0496

78665

Lake Forest

2235 Fernspring Drive

4br/3ba

$442,625

3,188

Lynn Robin

Turnquist Partners, Realtors

512-736-8822

78665

Hills at Paloma Lake

2855 Angelina Drive

3br/2ba

$304,792

2,324

John Mick

RE/MAX Capital City

512-964-5724

78665

Paloma Lake

2909 Saint Christina Court

3br/2ba

$289,900

2,617

Theresa Boisseau

Keller Williams Realty

512-796-1368

78665

Hills at Paloma Lake

2936 Angelina Drive

5br/3ba

$289,140

2,808

John Mick

RE/MAX Capital City

512-964-5724

78665

Chandler Creek

309 Pheasant Ridge

3br/2ba

$189,500

2,684

Michael Easter

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-799-8730

78665

Teravista

4114 Green Vista Place

7br/5ba

$328,900

4,491

Yolanda Miller

e-Executive Realty

512-740-1873

78665

Teravista

4235 Fairmeadow Drive

4br/2ba

$224,000

2,006

Jason Taylor

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-200-2624

78665

Teravista

4307 Ridgebend Drive

6br/4ba

$389,900

3,794

Don Johnson

Goldwasser Real Estate

512-818-0812

78665

Teravista Fairway Estates

4523 Sansone Drive

5br/5ba

$594,507

4,652

John Bawduniak

Gatehouse Properties

713-253-3080

78665

Teravista

604 Centerbrook Place

4br/2ba

$255,000

2,879

Timothy Heyl

Keller Williams Realty

512-330-1047

78681

Wood Glen

2004 Kimbrook Drive

3br/2ba

$237,104

2,117

Chuma Jerome

One Percent Realty

512-423-5507

78681

Arbor Place

2192 Park Place Circle

4br/4ba

$669,444

3,795

Jimmy Rado

David Weekley Homes

512-821-8818

78681

Brushy Creek North

2500 Double Tree St.

3br/2ba

$279,500

2,150

Kelly Katsus

ERA Colonial Real Estate

512-966-5341

78681

Behrens Ranch

3028 Agave Loop

4br/3ba

$374,629

3,092

Laurie Stiggers

Gatehouse Properties

512-502-2050

78681

Village Mayfield Ranch

3640 Fossilwood Way

4br/2ba

$265,000

2,572

William Kurtz

Century 21 HSK & Associates

512-417-1780

78681

Brushy Creek North

4103 Park Drive

4br/2ba

$279,000

2,208

Elizabeth Sullivan

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-569-7272

78681

Vista Oaks

4108 Vista Isle Drive

4br/2ba

$269,900

2,573

Tim Kress

RE/MAX 1

512-719-5555

78681

Sendero Springs

4229 Adagio Place

4br/3ba

$338,000

3,272

Kimberly Johnson

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-293-6653

78681

Chisholm Valley

516 Buffalo Pass

3br/2ba

$75,000

1,307

Knolly Williams

Keller Williams Realty

512-206-0060

78717

Casitas at Avery Ranch

10804 Casitas Drive

4br/2ba

$299,900

3,056

Sarah Jacobs

Private Label Realty

512-567-9363

78717

Avery Ranch Far West

14101 Canyon Trail

3br/2ba

$265,000

2,700

Lisa Foerster

Keller Williams Realty

512-870-7332

78717

Avery Ranch Far West

14800 Staked Plains Loop

4br/3ba

$299,900

2,561

Carol Dochen

Carol Dochen Realtors Inc.

512-345-2227

78717

Davis Spring

15005 Cordero Drive

4br/3ba

$285,000

2,730

Colleen Sellars

RE/MAX 1

512-971-0665

78717

Meadows Brushy Creek

16407 Paralee Cove

4br/2ba

$248,500

2,401

Robyn Mosner

RE/MAX 1

512-913-5593

78717

Woods Brushy Creek

8108 Ephraim Road

4br/3ba

$214,000

2,246

Walter Rock

ROCK Properties

512-382-4320

78717

Oak Brook

9400 Pearlstone Cove

4br/3ba

$315,000

2,635

Terri Romere

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-431-5435

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

1807 Hickory Ridge Cove

4235 Fairmeadow Drive

4103 Park Drive

9400 Pearlstone Cove

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 5/11/13 and 5/22/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing,
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Let me make you “Whistle Dixie”!
Moving up, Moving Down,
or Just across the Street,
I am the REALTOR you MUST meet!

Dixie Doss

REALTOR®
Nextage Lone Star Realty
512-563-6968
dixie@dixiedoss.com

BUYER AND SELLERS
Move Now... So You Can
Enjoy The Summer In Your New Home!
Call Me Today!
Get Ready to Move Tomorrow!
Yes, I can help you with new construction homes too!

HOLLY RIVERS, MBA
BROKER

512.699.5244
www.hollyrivers.com
holly@hollyrivers.com
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Commercial properties
Featured properties for sale
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TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, RIVER
& RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

JOIN US FOR
TASTE NORTH AUSTIN AT THE DOMAIN®
Saturday, June 22, 2013 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sample a delicious array of food from a selection of
North Austin's finest restaurants.
Plus, enjoy live music, children's entertainment,
fabulous shopping and more.
Wristbands available at Simon Guest Services at The Domain.
10 tastes for $20.
Sponsored by:

CHANCE LOVE

Agent
chance@theandersgroup.com
SPECIALIST IN HUNTING PROPERTIES

512-657-9207

| www.theandersgroup.com
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Proudly Celebrating 10 Years of Serving Families in Austin

100% ORGANIC Carpet & Air Duct Cleaning

AIR DUCT CLEANING

Store hours all locations:
7 am - 7 pm M-F
7 am - 6 pm Saturday

The buildup of dust combined with the moisture that circulates inside your home
creates the best habitat for mold to develop. Having your carpets and ducts professionally cleaned can improve overall quality and air circulation, eliminate mold and
dirt build-up while leaving your air fresh and clean.

Come visit us at one of our Austin area locations.

WE SERVICE ALL FOREIGN
& DOMESTIC CARS

• Complete auto repair & maintenance
to maintain your new car warranty
• Convenient hours & while you wait service
• Servicing all makes and models including
Mercedes, BMW, Volvo & Lexus
FREE TOWING
• Texas state inspection certified
WITH
• Shuttle to home/work
REPAIRS
• 24 month/24,000 mile warranty

Before

AIR DUCT CLEANING Improving Indoor Air Quality
has Become The Homeowners
Whole
Highest Priority to Prevent Upper
House
Respiratory Problems & Illnesses.
Package

88

$

PRESENT THIS AD FOR

OFF 15%OFF FREE
15
ANY OIL CHANGE ANY REPAIR
A/C CHECK

$

& FILTER

Add $5 for tire rotation.

Car-X will discount any general repair
or maintenance service 15%.

11700 Anderson Mill
Austin, TX 78750
512-258-3400

1009 FM 685
Pflugerville, TX 78660
512-252-7500

Organic Solution • 2 Year Warranty
We open, brush and vacuum each vent and clean all the way to the main unit, using
roto brush system. Single furnace. Up to 10 Vents. Expires 7/30/13

Check refrigerant levels and perform
an electronic leak detection test.

SEE MANAGER FOR DETAILS • OFFERS EXPIRE 8/31/13 • CI0613

13925 W. Hwy. 71
Bee Cave, TX 78738
512-263-2600

After

https://www.facebook.com/carxaustin

FREE

16410 FM 620
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-310-5900

2 ROOMS CARPET CLEANING
with Air Duct Cleaning
Must present coupon. Expires 7/30/13

2009 RR 620 STE 530
Lakeway, TX 78734
512-266-0404

CARPET DEEP CLEANING
3 ROOMS*
5 ROOMS*
$
$
DEEP STEAM
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7 ROOMS*

DEEP STEAM
CLEANING

$

187

TACLA #002691C
Steam Express AC

*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. Includes
Deodorizer& Pre-Conditioning. Expires 7/30/13

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. Includes
Deodorizer& Pre-Conditioning. Expires 7/30/13

137

$

147

SOFA, LOVE SEAT, CHAIR

*Includes Deodorizer & Pre-Conditioning.
Expires 7/30/13

Steam
express
You Need Fresh Air

CALL NOW! (512) 634-8610
www.Steam-Express.com
Locally Owned & Operated • Insured & Bonded
7 Days a Week: 7am-7pm

)5((

5 Reasons to Choose Steam Express for Your Cleaning Needs:
1. REPUTATION: Our company is referred by the most respected realtors in the area
and thousands of repeat costumers.



&RPSOLPHQWDU\3URIHVVLRQDO
7HHWK:KLWHQLQJ&HUWLÀFDWH
'U-DVRQ'\VRQ )DPLO\

*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. Includes
Deodorizer & Pre-Conditioning. Expires 7/30/13

CLEANING

 YDOXH

:LWKLQLWLDOQHZSDWLHQWH[DP[UD\VDQGFOHDQLQJ
&RQGLWLRQVPD\DSSO\

2. EDUCATION: Steam Express is certified by the Institute of Inspection Cleaning
and Restoration Certification. The IICRC is the world’s most recognized body of
certification for the professional cleaner. We do criminal background checks on all
our technicians.
3. EXPERIENCE: Our company is experienced in all methods of cleaning and all
types of sailing conditions.
4. SYSTEMS: Our company uses the most advanced cleaning systems on the market.
5. GUARANTEE: If you are not completely thrilled with the service you receive, we
will rush back within a few days and make it right.

INSTITUTE
of
INSPECTION
CLEANING and
RESTORATION

CERFTIFICATION

45

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • June 2013

Looking for

Coupons?
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local
and regional coupons
Just click and print

