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As Pflugerville continues expanding
from a small town to a mid-sized Central
Texas city, increased utility infrastructure is
needed to continue serving its nearly 50,000
residents.
Water utilities within the city have been
a top priority for residents and the city for
years, including issues with line breaks, boil
water notices and high water rate prices.
Pflugerville City Manager Brandon Wade
said the city is quickly outgrowing the existing water service capacity that was originally built for a city not expected to exceed
15,000 residents.
“When it’s time for an area to develop to
an urban density, conflicts arise,” Wade said.
Pflugerville and its unincorporated extraterritorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, are jointly
served by the city’s utility system and the
Aqua, Windermere and Manville water
supply corporations. Each provider delivers water to a portion of the city based on
contracts of convenience and necessity,
which were established decades ago and
dictate what areas a utility has the right and

The City of Pflugerville is attempting to negotiate the cost of SouthWest Co. water service to city residents.

responsibility to serve. The contracts restrict
the city from forcibly taking over Pflugerville’s utilities.
The water providers use the utility areas as
collateral on federal loans, and the revenue
from water rates helps the providers pay
bills and debt.
Issues with Manville
Manville is a nonprofit 501(c)12 that
primarily provides water service to rural
areas, including East Pflugerville, which until
the last decade was mostly undeveloped land.

2001: The last bond package
The City of Round Rock has not called a bond election since
November 2001, when voters approved four separate bond
propositions totaling $89.8 million. The bond propositions included
specific amounts and uses for the funds. The 2001 bond revenue has
been used to fund the Alan R. Baca Senior Center, remodeling of City
Hall, southwest downtown infrastructure improvements and more.

Public works
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Public safety

Source: City of Round Rock
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As a rural provider, Manville’s pipelines
are smaller and built to serve fewer customers. Its pipes have fewer points at which
water pressure can be monitored, so when
pipes malfunction or break, it is harder to
isolate problems, and more customers are
affected, Wade said.
Manville has issued at least six boil
water notices to Pflugerville customers
since July 2010, each lasting at least several
hours. Problems have included machinery breaking down, resulting in untreated,
See Water | 41

Bond proposal in works

Round Rock may call fall election to fund projects
By JP Eichmiller

A generation of students has
passed through the halls of
Round Rock’s schools since the
city last called a bond election.
Only one current member of Round Rock City
Council, Mayor Alan
McGraw, held office the
last time the council
presented a bond proposal. To put it another
way, it has been a while,
almost 12 years, since
the residents of Round
Rock were asked to consider allowing the city to take
on large amounts of debt.
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(police and fire departments)
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utility service, billing issues
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Faced, however, with the
strains on infrastructure from
a population that has grown by
more than 40,000 residents since
the 2000 census and a continuing
decline in sales tax receipts originating from Dell Inc., Round
Rock’s city leaders are now considering calling the city’s first
bond election since 2001.
“Every community, school district and county at some point
has to issue debt to take care of
larger capital items. That is not
unique to us,” McGraw said.
“From our standpoint it has been
12 years, and there are some
See Bonds | 43
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NATIONAL
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FOR THE CARE WE GIVE HAS NEVER BEEN
A S I M P O RTA N T A S T H E C A R E I T S E L F.

T u R N S O u T, T H E Y G O H A N D I N H A N D .

We’re honored to have St. David’s Medical Center, including our
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital campus, and St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
named as Truven Health 100 Top Hospitals®.
Our Vision Continues: To be the finest care and service organization in the world.

STDAVIDS.COM/100TOP

www.stdavids.com/connect
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In many ways, the
City of Round Rock was
a different place to live
in 12 years ago than it is
today. If the past really
is prologue, however, the
next dozen years could
be an exciting time for
the city and residents of
Round Rock.
Looking back 12 years
is an important indicator
for the city’s residents as
the city is now considering holding its first bond election since 2001. Although it would be gratuitous to suggest the city’s economic success and population boom is
a direct result of the capital expenditures that originated
from the 2001 bond election, it is interesting to see what
has occurred in the time since then.
For example, since 2001, the City of Round Rock’s
population has grown by approximately 40,000 residents; a toll road system that includes SH 45 N,

JP Eichmiller
Editor

jeichmiller@impactnews.com

community feedback
Take the poll

last month’s Poll results

In this edition, our front-page story, “Bond proposal in works,”
examines the City of Round Rock’s plan to consider a November bond election. The projects being considered, which
include improvements to city trails, parks, sports facilities, fire
stations, and a police and fire training facility, could require
upward of $146 million in bonds to finance. We would like to
know if you would support a new bond package.

In the March issue, we wrote about the City of Round Rock’s
plan to change the street layout of its downtown area in order
to encourage pedestrian traffic and new business development. We asked readers what they thought about the plan.

Would you support a bond package if
the City of Round Rock decides to hold
an election in November?
Yes, I believe the projects would be good for the city
Maybe, it depends which projects are proposed

Do you think the City of Round Rock’s
plan to restructure the downtown
area is a good idea?
Yes, I think it will promote new business and entertainment

42.27%
No, the construction is going to hurt the flow of traffic

22.68%

Maybe, it depends on the cost of the bonds
No, I don’t believe the city should take out new bonds

Press releases
Advertising

SH 130 and Loop 1 has been built around the city;
Texas State University, Texas A&M University and
Austin Community College have all established branch
campuses within the city; Seton Healthcare Family
and Scott & White Healthcare have developed major
medical centers in North Round Rock; and large retail
centers such as IKEA, the Round Rock Premium Outlets and H-E-B Plus on Hwy. 79 have opened.
Unlike the prior bond election, which provided more
than $60 million in funding for city infrastructure,
a large part of the next bond proposal appears to be
directed toward quality-of-life improvements such as
parks, trails and sports fields. According to conversations I have had with elected officials and city staff, the
impetus of this bond proposal is to improve the recreation, entertainment and public safety for Round Rock’s
current residents and the next 40,000 to arrive.

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll
Look for the results here in next month’s print edition
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Maybe, it will depend on future development

12.37%
No, the area does not need improvements

12.37%
Yes, I think the area has too much traffic

©2013 JG Media, All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any portion
of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Correction: Volume 8, Issue 6
On Page 4, the name of La Frontera Dental’s owner was
listed incorrectly. Dr. Satish Thirumalai is the owner.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

2013 Volvo S60 T5
mo
$0 Down Payment

$359

10.31%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 3/7/13–3/22/13

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

2013 Subaru Forester
2.5X Premium - 4EAT
mo
$0 Down Payment

$269

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

**No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $359, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo
Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.

Model DFF P1. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required,
42 monthly payments of $269, final pymt / residual = $14,516. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,394. Stk# Z8238. Offers expire 4/1/13.
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Round Rock
Now Open
1 Owner Jill Brune opened Bless This
Nest at 301 N. Mays St. on March 2. The
business features antique and new home
items for sale, as well as clothing, jewelry
and vintage items. 512-255-2368.
www.blessthisnestroundrock.com
2 VIP Skin Spa, a full-service skin and
body care spa, opened Jan. 16 at 3000 Joe
DiMaggio Blvd., Ste. 93. Owner Shelly
Floyd said the business offers facials,
microdermabrasion, chemical peels,
microcurrent face and body toning,
ultrasound cellulite treatment and massage
services. 512-318-2564.
www.vipskinspa.com
Julia Jefferson offers travel agency services
from her home with Exquisite Events by
Fitts International. Jefferson opened the
business Feb. 15. The company coordinates
cruises, airplane trips, destination
planning, and meetings and events.
Hours are Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. and by
appointment on Sun. 512-659-2721
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3 Owner Nikkole Talamantez opened
Amen Yoga at 1015 S. Mays St., Ste. 202, on
March 18. The yoga studio offers a variety
of classes for youth and adults of all skill
levels. Specialty prenatal classes are also
offered. Call for class schedules and special
offers. 512-748-9000
4 The Blind Squirrel opened at 1105
S. Mays St., the former location of Caffe
Panini, on Feb. 28. The restaurant offers
sandwiches made from scratch. Hours are
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m. and
Sat. noon–3 p.m. 512-244-6888.
www.blindsquirrelsandwiches.com
5 Kelly Conway and Melissa Fleming
opened the second location of Fleming
and Conway Agency on March 1 at 2251
Double Creek Drive, Ste. 102. The business
sells Allstate insurance and held an open
house April 3. Hours are Mon.–Fri.
8 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sat. by appointment.
512-900-3045. www.agents.allstate.com/
fleming-conway-agency-austin-tx.html
6 Licensed psychologist Ashley Curry
opened Great Oaks Counseling Center at
7700 Cat Hollow Drive, Ste. 206, on

9 Restaurant Sushi.com is set to open
in June at the Boardwalk at Brushy Creek
shopping center, 16238 RR 620. It will serve
sushi and offer teppanyaki cooking.
www.sushidotcom.com
Cantex Continuing Care Network plans to
open Bel Air at Teravista, a transitional
care facility, in July. The facility will be
located in the Teravista subdivision and
offer short-term lodging and care for
patients who have recently been in acute
care. Bel Air plans to include 96 private
rooms and eight semiprivate rooms with
private baths and kitchenettes, and the
community will offer services such as
Wi-Fi, a library and complimentary salon
services. 713-469-0171. www.cantexcc.com

Relocations
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Map not to scale

March 4. Curry practices psychotherapy
with adult populations, including
individual and marital and couples
therapy, and offers psychological testing
and evaluations. 512-807-8457.
www.greatoakscounselingcenter.com
7 Delivery restaurant Jerkface
Millionare’s opened Feb. 3 at 7111 Limmer
Loop. The business delivers steak, chicken,
salmon, sides and other food. Hours are
Sun.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m. and Fri.–Sat.
10:30 a.m.–midnight. 512-800-7375.
www.jerkfacemillionaires.com
8 The YMCA of Greater Williamson
County held a ribbon cutting March 27
to unveil a new sports complex at 107 E.
Old Bowman Road. The new facility is
named the Boles Family Sports Complex
in honor of Jim Boles, a longtime Round
Rock resident and YMCA of Greater
Williamson County founding member.
The new complex includes three T-ball
fields a Little League baseball field and
a football field as well as a new pavilion,
playground, concession stands and
restrooms. 512-246-9622.
www.ymcagwc.org

10 Owner Nikki Henager moved City
Florist from its previous location at 1800
N. Mays St., Ste. 105, to a larger location
at 906 Sam Bass Road on April 2. The
new space will allow the shop to offer
more products and has its own designated
parking lot, designer Crystal Campbell
said. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.–5:30
p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 512-248-2545.
www.cityfloristofroundrock.com
11 A Scottrade Inc. office previously
located at 2711 La Frontera Blvd. relocated
to 110 N. I-35 on April 5. Scottrade offers
stock and investment services, and the
branch also offers service in Spanish.
Branch hours are Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
512-248-0062. www.scottrade.com

New Management
12 Kelly Dodd took over Feb. 4 as Edward
Jones’ new financial adviser at its 3401
Royal Vista Blvd., Ste. 101, location.
Edward Jones helps investors achieve their
financial goals, Dodd said. Hours are
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-255-4212.
www.edwardjones.com

Anniversaries
13 Art by the Glass, 2000 S. I-35, Ste. Q-2,
celebrates its one-year anniversary May 3.
The studio allows customers to create their
own paintings while drinking wine.
512-535-6350.
www.artbytheglassstudio.com

Name Change
14 Round Rock Travel & Cruises, 407
Round Rock Ave., changed its name Jan. 1
from Round Rock Travel & Tours. Owner
Will Peckham said the company has been
in business since 1981 and is a full-service
travel agency. Hours are Mon.–Fri.
9 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-255-4011.
www.roundrocktravel.com

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • April 2013

NEWS

5

The Texas Department of Transportation
announced March 13 that it will reduce
tolls starting April 1 through the end of
March 2014 for semitrailers on SH 130 and
SH 45 SE in an effort to reduce traffic on
I-35 in Austin. For semitrailers with four
or more axles, rates are reduced by more
than 67 percent, according to the news
release. www.txdot.gov
Former Round Rock Express player
Matt Kata will leave the field to join the
Express’ front office as manager of baseball
outreach, the team announced March 7.
Kata played for Major League Baseball
teams in Arizona, Texas and Pennsylvania,
including the Rangers and Astros.
www.roundrockexpress.com
The City of Round Rock’s Parks and
Recreation Department was given
the Gold Medal award and the Park
Development Innovations award by
the Texas Recreation and Parks Society
on March 7. The Gold Medal award
recognized the department for meeting
the needs of a diverse community, and the
Park Development Innovations award was
given for the city’s Play for All Abilities
Park. www.roundrocktexas.gov

Pflugerville
Now Open
16 Scott & White Healthcare opened a
new clinic March 19 at 1701 Pflugerville
Parkway. The clinic offers 12 exam rooms,

School Notes

17 Snappy Snacks plans to open La Placita
Mobile Food Court and a live music venue
next to its location at 15630 Vision Drive.
A grand opening is planned for May 2–4.
The company has had a food court before
but hopes to bring in more vendors with
the reopening. Hours are planned to be
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sat.–Sun.
11 a.m.–midnight. 512-251-6544

Pflugerville ISD will hold elections for
places 3 and 5 on its board of trustees.
Contenders for Place 3 are incumbent
Mario Acosta and Tony Hanson, and
Place 5 incumbent Carol Fletcher is being
challenged by Lance Sandlin. Place 4 is
also up for election, but only incumbent
Vernagene Mott filed for the seat. Election
day is May 11, with early voting running
April 29–May 7. For updates, visit
www.pflugervilleisd.net.

Relocations

Hutto

18 Owner Steve Skinner relocated his
business, Color Laser Technologies, to
902 Old Austin Hutto Road from its
former location in Round Rock on March
1. The business rebuilds toner cartridges
and repairs laser printers. A grand opening
is set for 4 p.m. on April 11 at the business.
Hours are Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
512-368-6690.
www.colorlasertechnologies.com

Relocations

19 Savant Embroidery relocated from
Round Rock to 15630 Vision Drive in
mid-January and shares space with Snappy
Snacks. The business offers customization
and embroidery services. Hours are Mon.–
Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-773-9000.
www.savantembroidery.com
20 Exchange Church, which currently
meets at Kelly Lane Middle School, 18900
Falcon Pointe Blvd., Pflugerville, plans to
relocate to a new location at 1601 S. I-35,
Ste. 305, Round Rock, in mid- to late May,
Exchange Church Operations Director
Sherri Breaux said. Breaux said the new
location will give the church more space
and allow the church offices and ministries

1
Bless This Nest, a clothing, jewelry and furniture
store, opened March 2 in Round Rock.

4
The Blind Squirrel restaurant opened Feb. 28 at
1105 S. Mays St. in Round Rock.

21 Hutto Family Eye Care relocated
to 401 Exchange Blvd. from its previous
location at 202 Hwy. 79 on March 1. The
clinic offers eye injury care, eye exams,
contacts, glasses and other optometry
services. Hours are Mon. 7 a.m.–5 p.m.,
Tue. and Thu. 9 a.m.–7 p.m., and Wed. and
Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-846-1004.
www.huttofamilyeyecare.com

In the News
The City of Hutto is seeking input from
residents on a sustainable places project,
which will include portions of Old Town,
the Gateway area near SH 130, the Texas
State Technical School/Temple College
campus and approximately 1,000 acres in
between them all. The project will look at
enhancing transportation, housing and job
opportunities in the area. A survey on the
project can be accessed at
www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1180392/SPPHutto-Open-House-Survey
with more information available at
www.hutto.sustainableplacesproject.com.

16
Scott & White Healthcare opened its new
Pflugerville clinic March 19.

Round Rock’s Parks and Recreation Department
received an Innovations award on March 7.
News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or
Hutto? E-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.
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Korri Kezar

Coming Soon

In the News

to be housed under one roof. Service times
at the new location are scheduled for at
Sun. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. with services for
youth held Wed. at 7 p.m. The church’s
office is scheduled to be open Mon.–Thu.
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. and Fri. 8:30 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. 512-251-0280.
www.theexchangechurch.org

Korri Kezar

15 Ben’s Barber Shop, formerly located
at 107 E. Liberty Ave., closed March 8.
Owner Ben Salazar said he does not plan
to relocate the business. The shop operated
in Round Rock for more than 50 years
before closing to make way for a parking
lot downtown. 512-452-8686

a treatment room, on-site X-ray services,
laboratory services and a gym for physical
therapy. On-site care also includes primary
care, physical therapy services and
radiology, with services from specialists
and extended hours to be added in the
future, a Scott & White news release said.
Hours are Mon.–Thu. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. and
Fri. 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 512-259-6000.
www.sw.org/location/pflugerville

Courtesy City of Round Rock

Closings

Courtesy Round Rock Chamber of Commerce

Compiled by JP Eichmiller and Korri Kezar

Comfortable, Modern Office
Care with a Gentle Touch
On-Time Scheduling
Family Block Appointments
Conservative Treatment
Fun for Kids
Insurance Friendly
Monthly Payment Plans
Emergencies Seen Promptly
Sedation Dentistry Available

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t ry. co m
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Welcome to La Frontera Dental

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW..PLEASE CALL US FOR THE SPECIALS WE OFFER...

Healthy Smiles for Life

Dr. Satish & family thank you for choosing
us to be your healthcare provider. Our team
is committed to give you the confident smile you
have always wanted for yourself and
your family. We provide a full spectrum of dental
services using modern technology for a pleasant
and pain free dental experience.

s
Hester Rd.
g
in
s
s
o
r
C

wy.
nce Pk
Sunda

La Frontera Blvd.

www.lafronteradental.com

Parker Rd.

512-358-1215

State-of-the-Art Equipment

35
45

Dr. Satish Thirumalai
2711 La Frontera Blvd. Suite 270 | Round Rock, TX 78681

catch our

hometown spirit

If you are affected by unsightly or
painful spider veins or varicose veins,
there is hope. Austin Vein Specialists
offers the most modern vein treatments
available, including laser procedures
and ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy.
Most therapies are performed in the
comfort of our office and cause minimal
discomfort and little activity limitations.
Let our cosmetic vein experts help
restore the youthful appearance of your
legs. To learn more, please contact our
vein center to arrange a one-on-one
consultation with our brand-certified
Vein Specialist.

Our Round Rock Lending Team
Rene Flores (NMLS #707477),
Julie Mikeska (NMLS #971319),
Sandy Arnold (NMLS #530674), and
Laura Bankston (NMLS #962405)

512.339.9100
www.AustinVaricoseVein.com

whether you’re building
your first home or making
improvements
to
your
current one, First Texas
Bank can help make your
dreams come true. We can
tailor a financial plan to fit
your needs. Because we are
locally-owned and operated,
we can provide the flexibility
and quick turnaround that
you’ll need. Come talk to
Rene, Julie, Sandy and Laura
today.

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

500 Round Rock Ave.
255-2501

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

7509 O’Connor Dr.
246-6010

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

1600 W. Pecan
251-7889

721 Hwy 183
778-5757

FirstTexasBank.net

1901 Bagdad Rd.
259-2443

First Texas Bank ~ You’re partner in the community.

Precision Podiatry
Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Finally!
Before

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
Starting at

$295

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION TODAY.

After

ROUND ROCK

7200 Wyoming Springs,
Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

CEDAR PARK

1103 Cypress Creek,
Ste. 101
512.336.2300

An affordable patented
procedure is now available
to treat toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY

WE ALSO TREAT
BUNIONS
HAMMERTOES
WARTS
FRACTURES

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations
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News Update
Irene Franco, who owns a home at the intersection of
Blair and Florence streets, said she is excited about the
possibility of future downtown development.
“I think [rezoning] is good for downtown,” Franco
said. “I like to see people out in our neighborhood. I
would like to see more retailers.”
Fred Gonce owns a rental property on Anderson
Avenue north of the downtown business district. Gonce
said he was anticipating the city would eventually rezone
the area when he decided to purchase the property.
“We knew it when we bought it, we have been expecting it, and we are excited,” Gonce said. “If I wanted to
turn it into a commercial property, I could. If you look
at what has happened in downtown Georgetown and
Austin, as you start adding commercial properties, you
increase the values of the properties.”
Wiseman said the city is still sorting through the feedback it has recieved from residents.
“It was a wide range of feedback—a lot of positive feedback,” Wiseman said. “There is some concern about the
area turning from the historical residential character into
more of a mixed-use district.”
Wiseman’s staff is expected to provide a final draft of
the proposal to the city’s Planning and Zoning Commission in May. If the commission approves the recommendations, City Council will then decide whether to adopt
the changes.

City of Round Rock eyes new downtown zoning
Proposed plan would increase mixed-use capabilities for area residential properties
in buildings that are located close to wide sidewalks and
contain ground-floor, nonresidential uses, creating a
neighborhood where residents can live, work and play
while reducing the need to drive everywhere.”
The proposed MU-2 conversion zoning would apply
to the current residential structures fronting East Main
and Georgetown streets to the south of Brushy Creek.
Buildings in that area, however, would be limited to bed
and breakfast, office, personal services, artisanal product
manufacturing and boutique shop businesses.
The current downtown business district would also be
reclassified from a general commercial (C-1) zoned area
into a mixed-use commercial core (MU-1) district. The
change is intended to allow more urban-style development in downtown, Wiseman said.
“The area that is [currently] zoned for commercial use
just has a standard suburban zoning designation, not
a mixed-use urban, walkable development [standard],”
Wiseman said.
According to the city’s draft proposal, the MU-1 zoning will allow multistory building development with a
mixture of uses including retail, restaurants, entertainment and condominiums. The proposed rezoning would
also extend the downtown business district west along
Main Street.

By JP Eichmiller

Round Rock city officials are continuing the push to
transform the use and feel of the downtown area.
On March 5, the city hosted an open house forum for
residents to view and comment on new zoning proposals for downtown, that would open up the area to more
mixed-use development.
“Back in 2010, the City of Round Rock commissioned
a downtown plan, which set the vision to what we want
the downtown to look like and how we want it to grow,”
Round Rock Planning Director Brad Wiseman said.
“What the [proposed] zoning district does is seek to
implement that vision ... with the hope of achieving a
mixed-use, entertainment, retail, restaurant-type of destination area for downtown Round Rock.”
The most dramatic zoning changes to downtown would
occur in the residential areas surrounding the current
business district. According to the proposed plan, the
residentially zoned areas north of the business district
and extending to Brushy Creek would be redesignated as
mixed-use downtown medium density (MU-2). The zoning would allow the residential properties the ability to be
converted for dining, commercial and office use.
According to the zone revision proposal released by
the city, “The MU-2 district encourages greater density

Round Rock’s downtown evolution

To learn more about the City of Round Rock’s proposed downtown zoning
changes, visit www.roundrocktexas.gov/downtownzoning.

Round Rock city officials are developing a new zoning plan for the downtown district. The
primary changes will include expanding mixed-use zoning into residential areas to encourage
business development in the area and updating the zoning of the downtown business area.

Source: City of Round Rock
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Residential No change from current use

Allows for single-family, detached homes, industrialized housing, neighborhood parks and
places of worship

Mixed-Use Historic Commercial Core (MU-1)

General commercial (C-1)

Would allow restaurants, government facilities, entertainment facilities, residential/work
units, offices, parks, retail sales and service, and upper-story condominiums

Allows for day cares, funeral homes, government facilities, offices, hotels, parks, schools,
places of worship, veterinary clinics, retail sales businesses, auto repair businesses,
restaurants, car sales lots and residential homes
Mixed-use southwest downtown (MU-1a)
Allows for government- and community-use facilities, offices, parks, places of worship,
single-family homes, group homes, eating establishments, bed and breakfasts, retail sales
and services, day cares and townhomes

Mixed-use downtown medium density (MU-2)
Would allow restaurants, government facilities, entertainment facilities, residential/work
units, multifamily housing, offices, overnight accommodations, parks, retail sales and
service, single-family detached homes and townhouses
Mixed-use residential medium density–conversion (MU-2–conversion)
Would allow conversion of single-family residential structures into bed and breakfasts,
offices, personal service businesses, artisanal product manufacturing and boutique shops
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Specialized Skin
Care for the Family
Trust the care of your skin to
the providers at Lone Star
Dermatology. Combining
specialized training with
advanced treatments to care
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Rolling into Central Texas
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Enrichment Classes

Eastside Drive In
1001 E. Sixth St., Austin

Round Rock Food Trailer Park
500 N. Mays St., Round Rock

Eastside Food Park

2209 E. Cesar Chavez St., Austin

Soular Food Garden
1112 E. 12th St., Austin

Longhorn Food Court
1901 Rio Grande St., Austin

South Austin Trailer Park & Eatery
1311 S. First St., Austin

North Austin Trailer Yard
1012 W. Anderson Lane, Austin

South First Food Court
603 W. Live Oak St., Austin

Pflugerville Pfood Ranch
2205 W. Pecan St., Pflugerville

South Lamar Trailer Bazaar
3600 S. Lamar Blvd., Austin
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PRESENT THIS AND RECEIVE
$50 OFF THE ENROLLMENT FEE.

To inquire about enrollment opportunities,
please contact Jodi Johnson at jjohnson@community-montessori.org.

500 Pleasant Valley Dr. | Georgetown, TX 78626 | 512.863.7920

I-35
Lotus Ob.Gyn

Seton Center Pkwy.
CR 112

expensive, permanent locations.
“We have been approached by some
businesses that specifically want to do a
food truck,” he said. “Part of the trend of
food trailer parks is that it’s a good trial
period for businesses.”
While some details have yet to be ironed
out, Guerin said this summer is an optimistic guess on when the park could open.
Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling
Obstetrical Care
Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause
Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

SAIMA JEHANGIR,
MD, MPH, FACOG

512.716.0971

University Blvd.

Exit 256

FM 1460

Parent Workshops
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Rancho Rio Eatery
2512 Rio Grande St., Austin

Lotus Ob.Gyn

Afternoon Care

Hutto Food
Trailer Park
420 Hwy. 79

1660

Bouldin Creek Food Park
1207 S. First St., Austin

Educating the whole child since 1981

Bilingual Spanish Program

St.

truck is going to look like.”
Guerin said staff is still discussing what
amenities it will require vendors to provide, including eating space, trash cans,
shade and landscaping.
But allowing mobile food trucks could
bring more interest in the park, as more
businesses will invest in less expensive truck operations rather than more

Morning Care
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Proposed
Hutto Food
Trailer Park

Food trailers have
become popular eating
options throughout
the Austin area, even
serving at events such
as South by Southwest.
Nearby cities such as
Pflugerville, Round
Rock and now Hutto
are getting in on the
trend to attract more
dining options. This list
includes some popular
area parks, but it is not
comprehensive.
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With food trucks becoming popular
dining options for residents in Austin,
Pflugerville, Round Rock and soon
Georgetown, Hutto is hoping to tap into
the trend and open its own food trailer
park venue within the year.
The idea has been in the works for more
than a year as part of an overall plan to
revitalize the city’s downtown, Hutto
Planning Manager Will Guerin said. Food
truck businesses such as Skillet’s already
have trailer-style serving points set up
throughout Hutto, and companies such
as Hey Cupcake! have inquired about
launching locations in a Hutto-area food
truck park.
“We know this is a growing trend,”
Guerin said. “It’s very popular in Austin,
and it’s growing into Williamson County
and the surrounding areas. It’s something
that we definitely envision as a positive
use of our downtown area.”
The project will require collaboration
among city staff, council and commissions to make changes to planning and
zoning ordinances and the city charter as
well as budgeting to install utilities.
A lot near Farley Street and adjacent to
The Co-op in Old Town Hutto is currently under consideration for the food

trailer park. Before vendors can move
onto the property, water and electricity
need to be routed, Guerin said.
“Our goal is to try to find a private
partner to help manage it and the dayto-day operations [and] enforce whatever
needs to be enforced,” Guerin said.
Because the city’s budget does not
include funds for the trailer park, Guerin
said staff will have to find money for
getting the site ready and maintaining it
once the park is built.
“Just to get electricity and water, it’s
been a few thousand [dollars],” he said.
City Council discussed the project during a work session at its Feb. 28 meeting.
Several members expressed concerns
about bringing food trucks into Hutto
versus more permanent food trailers.
While food trucks are more mobile, the
council is concerned trucks could leave
the park at any time.
However, a compromise could involve
regulating how the trucks set up business
in the park, Mayor Debbie Holland said.
“[Council was] concerned about the
general appearance of the area in terms of
vehicles coming and going on and off the
property,” Holland said. “What I think
is going to happen is we’ll come up with
some kind of guidelines on what that

Short St.

By Korri Kezar

St.
West

Food truck trend could come to Hutto

Summer Camp
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Making the grade:

Austin Chamber of Commerce offers
snapshot of students’ performance

80%

Annual study marks districts’ areas of need and improvement

70%

By Kelli Weldon

The Austin Chamber of Commerce
released its 2012 Education Progress
Reports in April, providing business owners, educators and parents with a snapshot of what is happening in local school
districts.
Kwee Lan Teo Yam, vice president of
education and talent alignment for the
chamber, said that for the past eight
years, the chamber has partnered with
school districts and other Central Texas
chambers to compile reports of student
performance data relevant to the business
community.
“This is the [group of students] that’s
entering the workforce or is already in the
workforce,” Teo Yam said. “This is what
your businesses and your community can
get to hire. Is it a community of students
that have generally pursued some form
of post-secondary education? How many
graduate within four years? And if you
hire them, are they going to need remedial math [refresher classes]?”
Questions such as these matter to local
businesses as well as to companies considering relocating to the Austin area, she
said, and the reports can be used to gauge
the health of a district.
Emily Grobe, Hutto ISD public information officer, said the report has already
helped connect businesses and schools in
the area and will help the district continue
to encourage community involvement.
“This report is an excellent tool to show
the results of some of the tough, bold decisions Hutto ISD has made in recent years,”
Grobe said. “It speaks to the strong partnerships within our community, and [the
report’s] creation allows us to showcase
the steady progress and success we are
making. [The district] will continue to use
future reports not only to share our district’s improvement with the community

and local business leadership, but also to
spur improved community involvement.”
The reports cover 11 school districts
using data from the 2011–12 school year.
In addition to providing graduation
rates, the reports examine the percentage
of a school district’s graduating class that is
deemed college- and career-ready in math
and language arts, a classification that is
based on state performance measures.
The reports provide direct-to-college
enrollment rates—the percentage of
graduates who went on to enroll in a university, community college or technical
school immediately after high school.
“I was very pleased with the report
overall, especially with the high college
enrollment rate of 71 percent and the
narrowing of the gap in state test results,”
Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús
Chávez said. “But [the college enrollment rate] can always be improved—that
includes students enrolling in technical
and trade schools, not just four-year college programs.”
The chamber has invested in Financial
Aid Saturdays, partnering with school
districts to encourage students and their
families to apply for financial aid and
post-secondary education enrollment in
Central Texas, Teo Yam said.
Teo Yam said this year’s reports are
unique because districts statewide are
continuing their transition to the State of
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness,
or STARR; exams. The reports include
information on how fifth- and eighthgraders performed in reading, math and
science on the statewide assessments.
“We will be reviewing the Progress
Report Task Force recommendations and
incorporating similar wording when we
revise our district improvement plan for
2013–14,” said Kathy Hickok, Pflugerville ISD director of accountability and

2012 Austin Chamber of Commerce Education Progress Report
The Austin chamber’s annual report measured the percentage of
local students who are prepared in math and language arts for
higher education or employment upon graduation.
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Round Rock ISD

44,862

2,627

high school
graduates in 2011

students enrolled in

47 campuses

$1.38 property tax rate

Average
teacher
experience is

10.8 years

Pflugerville ISD

22,987

1,389 high school

students enrolled in

29 campuses

graduates in 2011

Average
teacher
experience is

$1.54 property tax rate

11.3 years

275

Average
teacher
experience is
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Hutto ISD

5,642

high school
graduates in 2011

students enrolled in

7 campuses

assessment. The areas identified in the
progress report are areas already being
addressed by our district, so incorporating
the recommendations are a natural fit.”
Also new this year, the reports include
data on students’ post-graduation activities. Partnering with the Ray Marshall
Center at The University of Texas, the
chamber has been tracking students using
employment records and wage records for

four years after graduation, she said.
“There is this interdependency,” Teo
Yam said. “The business community
needs the talent that the district generates, and the district needs the business
community to help support [it] as well.”
The full reports can be accessed at
www.austinchamber.com/edureports

Neighbors Helping Senior Neighbors
Volunteer today and help seniors stay
independent longer
Running errands or have time between meetings?
This opportunity is for you.

United Way of
Williamson County

2011

Source: Austin Chamber of Commerce

Drive A Senior.org

www.driveasenior.org
2498 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-310-1060
info@fiasenioraccess.org
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Discover a
New Career
in Real Estate
Real Estate

Loan Origination

Inspection

Appraisal

If a career in Real Estate, Loan
Origination, Inspection or Appraisal
interests you, give us a call or go to
ChampionsSchool.com and learn
more about becoming a licensed
Real Estate professional. Courses
are available in the classroom,
correspondence and online.

EDUCATION

PISD Superintendent Charles Dupre leaving district for Fort Bend ISD
Pflugerville ISD Pflugerville ISD
Superintendent Charles Dupre’s sevenyear tenure as the district’s leader is coming to an end.
Dupre confirmed March 20 he is leaving the district in order to take the same
position with the Fort Bend ISD in suburban Houston.
The FBISD board of trustees held a
special meeting and ceremony March 20
to announce the hiring of Dupre, who
said he expects to take over as FBISD
superintendent “before June 1.” FBISD has
been actively searching for a new superintendent since July, when former Superintendent Timothy Jenny announced he was
retiring.
“It has been a blessing and a joyful time
to work in Pflugerville ISD,” Dupre said.
“I feel like my seven years in this community has been a productive time for this
district. We have continued to increase
the graduation rate and the outcome for
all of our students.
“Pflugerville is a great place to live and
a great place to work, and I am just glad to
have been a part of it.”
Dupre will be returning to a district
and community where he has longstanding ties. Dupre earned his master’s
degree in education administration from

3203 South I-35, Suite 520
Round Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús Chávez
received the Architect of Change award March 1.

Chávez wins award
for students’ success

1983 - 2013

RY
30th ANNIVERSA

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL
OF REAL ESTATE
®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005

Korri Kezar

Austin/Round Rock Campus

Open to the Public

the University of Houston. Prior to being hired
as PISD’s superintendent
in 2006, Dupre spent 11
years working in FBISD
as the district’s internal
auditor and chief financial officer.
The district Dupre
will be taking over is one
of the largest in Texas.
FBISD’s area covers
nearly 200 square miles
The Fort Bend ISD board of trustees announced March 20 it has
and includes most of the
selected Charles Dupre (fourth from left) as its new superintendent.
cities of Sugar Land and
Meadows Place as well
as portions of Missouri City, Arcola and
the board as a team to get that done.”
Houston. The district manages 74 schools
Although terms of his deal have not
with 11 high schools and approximately
been released, Dupre is likely to receive a
70,000 total students, Dupre said.
significant salary increase with his new
In comparison, Pflugerville ISD
job. FBISD’s last superintendent reportencompasses 29 schools, including three
edly earned $260,399 per year—nearly
high schools and approximately 23,000
$70,000 more than Dupre’s current
students.
$190,584 annual salary with PISD.
“FBISD is growing and is one of the
According to state law, FBISD must wait
most diverse school districts in the state,”
21 days after the public announcement
FBISD board President Jim Rice said. “We
before it can offer Dupre a contract.
have many challenges. Every student in the
“The district is in a great situation,”
district needs to be challenged to achieve
PISD board President Elva Gladney said.
their utmost potential, and we believe that
“We will be fine, but we are so much betCharles is the leader that will work with
ter off now than when [Dupre] came.”

City, district acquire cable television channel

Get Started
Today!
512-244-3545

Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar and Lyndsey Taylor

John Rigg
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ROund Rock ISD Round Rock ISD
Superintendent Jesús Chávez received
the Architect of Change award at The
Blueprint for Educational Change Leaders Summit on March 1 for his efforts to
increase student success, according to
the district.
During the past few years, Chávez
has increased graduation rates for lowincome students by more than 18 percentage points, according to a district
news release.
“It took dedication and hard work
from many leaders within our district to
truly make a difference,” Chávez said.

Hutto ISD The City of Hutto and
Hutto ISD both approved an interlocal
agreement to host a local Public Education Government channel at their meetings March 21.
The channel is scheduled to begin
broadcasting Hutto’s content to the city’s
Time Warner Cable customers within
120 days of the agreement. Channel content will include information from the
city and school district such as events,
health and safety tips, and rebroadcasts
of meetings. Eventually it could include
curriculum programs and live streaming.
“It’s pretty slick,” HISD Superintendent

Doug Killian said.
The PEG will be offered through Time
Warner on channel 10.
Management of the channel is
expected to be provided by Hutto High
School video technology students and
the district’s public information office
in collaboration with city officials. The
students will learn video editing, television production and possible career and
technical certification for the channel.
The district will pay $6,000 for the
channel, or half the cost of the required
equipment, with the city paying the
remaining equipment and cable costs.

Board appoints members to bond committee
Austin Community College
After a lengthy discussion March 4, the
Austin Community College board of
trustees approved appointing 25 members
to the Bond Program Advisory Committee for a potential Nov. 5 bond election.
The trustees also discussed whether
committee members should set a bond
spending limit if the board decided to
move forward with the election.
“There is an art and a science to this,
and I see the art but not yet the science,”
board President Jeffrey Richards said.
ACC President Richard Rhodes said
the committee would be given a complete

list of the college’s needs to start its discussion of what to include in the bond.
The board also discussed the possibility
of spreading out the facilities improvement projects over time. Trustees Victor
Villarreal and Tim Mahoney brought up
the idea of having the committee present
a prioritized list to the board for facilities
improvements.
At its Dec. 4 meeting, Mary Hensley,
vice president of college operations, said
that between April 2009 and November
2012, the board had 292 meetings to discuss the need for a bond election to fund
a capital improvement program.
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Construction will widen Hwy. 195 to a four-lane
divided highway from 0.8 miles south of the Bell County
line to just south of CR 233.

Bell C

oun
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Compiled by Amy Denney, JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar and Kyle Webb
News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, and Williamsonty and Travis counties Construction cost: Estimated at $39.2 million

New city sign rules
ordinance in effect
Round Rock Round Rock City
Council approved a new sign ordinance
at its March 14 meeting that went into
effect immediately.
The ordinance will only affect new
sign construction, Round Rock Planning Director Brad Wiseman said.
The ordinance was designed to
streamline the sign codes so that they
are easier to understand for business
owners and to encourage aesthetically
pleasing advertising throughout the
business community, Wiseman said.
“The previous sign ordinance had
been in effect for several decades, so it
had become very outdated and obsolete,” Wiseman said. “What we needed
to do was reword the ordinance.”
Among the changes to the ordinance
are restrictions on pole signs and the
rules on sizes allowed.
Visit www.roundrocktexas.gov/
signrevision to view the ordinance.

Timeline: Construction is expected to be completed in
February 2014.

Work starts on third segment of Hwy. 195
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and
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families.”
Construction cost: Estimated at
CR 233
struct the existing
The
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$30.8
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struction is expected to last 24 months.
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35
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Construction will widen Hwy. 195 to a four-lane divided highway from
just south of Ronald Reagan Boulevard to I-35.
Construction cost: Estimated at $18.8 million
Timeline: Ground was broken in February 2013, and construction
could last 24 months.

Georgetown
Map not to scale

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

‘Community Impact’ breaks ground on building

Annie Drabicky

PFLUGERVILLE Community Impact Newspaper
co-founder and CEO John
Garrett is making sure the
newspaper retains its roots in
Pflugerville—the same city
in which the company was
founded and has operated
from for more than seven
years.
City leaders, business representatives and members of
the Pflugerville community
Community Impact Newspaper held a ground breaking ceremojoined the staff of Comny March 8 at its new corporate headquarters in Pflugerville.
munity Impact Newspaper
on March 8 in celebrating
the groundbreaking of the
Community Development Corp. to
company’s new corporate headquarters
build a $2.5 million, 16,000-square-foot
in East Pflugerville.
corporate headquarters within the 130
“We are very proud of the fact we get
Commerce Center mixed-use developto call [Pflugerville] home,” Garrett said.
ment park in East Pflugerville. Garrett
“We are very excited about the design of
said he hopes to have the new company
the building, and we are certainly excited headquarters built and occupied before
about the location.”
the end of 2013.
Garrett entered into an incen“We are about to build a building
tive agreement Dec. 18 with the City
… but what is really important are the
of Pflugerville and the Pflugerville
people that come inside there,” he said.

Population numbers
push past 20,000
Hutto Recent estimates of Hutto’s
population put the city at 20,582 residents, according to the city’s Development Service Department.
Hutto saw a surge of more than
13,000 residents between 2000 and 2010,
according to city data. The city saw a
new housing growth spurt in 2012.
“Residential permits have picked up
lately, which reflects a bit of a surge in
the population count,” Hutto Planning
Director Will Guerin said.

Hutto population statistics
Hutto’s population was

15,404 in 2011.

The city had

4,917

housing units
in 2010
Hutto’s
population was

51.6%

female in 2010

Hutto’s median
household
income was

$66,581

between 2007–10

401 W. Front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov
Meets first and third Thursday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville City Council

100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com
Meets second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Williamson and Travis
Counties Williamson County was
ranked as the healthiest county in Texas
out of 232 surveyed for the 2013 County
Health Rankings, which examines and
ranks the overall health of nearly every
county in all 50 states.
The report, released March 20 by the
University of Wisconsin Population
Health Institute and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, helps communities
identify health factors that are successful
and those that need improvement.
W.S. “Chip” Riggins, Williamson
County and Cities Health District executive director, said in a news release
that momentum is building throughout
the county to improve resident health.
“We appreciate the opportunity that
the County Health Rankings give us
to highlight all of the great efforts to
create conditions where people can be
healthy,” he said in the release. “We
celebrate the collective and individual
efforts to improve local health.”
Travis County ranked 12th on overall
health; Hays County ranked 14th.
“While we ranked high overall, our
goal is to be the healthiest county in the
country, and that requires addressing
our disparities,” said Carlos Rivera, the
director for Austin and Travis County
Health and Human Services.
The complete rankings are available
at www.countyhealthrankings.org.
A closer look at Williamson
County’s health rankings in Texas
(state rank/category):

1st
4th
5th
5th
5th
8th
58th

Overall health outcomes
Clinical care
Premature death rate
Healthy behaviors
Social and economic factors
Rate of disease
Physical environment

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
Hutto City Council

Report cites local
jurisdictions among
healthiest in state

Round Rock City Council

216 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov
Meets second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.

Travis County Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
512-854-9555, www.traviscounty.org
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson County
Commissioners Court

710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org
Meeting Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph
For these stories and other
online-exclusive content, visit
impactnews.com.
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2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 DOWNTOWN ROUND ROCK

STREET FAIR AND ATOMIC GARAGE CUSTOM CAR SHOW • 11A.M.-4P.M.
BARBETTE CENTENNIAL DASH (A 100 YARD DASH IN COSTUME) • 4P.M.
CENTENNIAL CONCERT • 7P.M. CAROLYN WONDERLAND • 9 P.M. DALE WATSON
FOR MORE INFORMATION ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV/CENTENNIAL

ARTS

NOW THROUGH MAY
IMAGINE 2013 BY ROUND ROCK AREA ARTISTS
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY ROUND ROCK CAMPUS
1555 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, ROUND ROCK, TEXAS
WWW.ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG
THURSDAY, APRIL 4 AT 5:30 P.M.
1ST THURSDAY ARTIST EXHIBIT OPENING
THE ART OF ROUND ROCK, CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
ARTSPACE, 213 E MAIN STREET, ROUND ROCK
WWW.ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG
NOW THROUGH APRIL 6
SAM BASS COMMUNITY THEATRE
LOVE LETTERS BY A. R. GURNEY
SAM BASS COMMUNITY THEATRE, 600 N. LEE ST., ROUND ROCK
WWW.SAMBASSTHEATRE.ORG
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 AT 11A.M. – 2P.M.
THIRD ANNUAL ROUND ROCK EMPTY BOWL FESTIVAL
CEDAR RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL, 2801 GATTIS SCHOOL RD, ROUND ROCK
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 AT 6P.M. TO 8:30P.M.
BACA CENTER ART CLUB 4TH ANNUAL WINE AND CHEESE EVENT
ALLEN R. BACA CENTER, 301 W. BAGDAD, BLD.2 IN ROUND ROCK
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 AT 11A.M. – 2P.M.
STONY POINT HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND
1411 A BRANDI LANE, ROUND ROCK
512-244-2050, DAVESCYCLES@SBCGLOBAL.NET
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 AT 7P.M.
ROUND ROCK COMMUNITY CHOIR
SWANEE, A MUSICAL JUBILATION!
ROUND ROCK ISD PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, ROUND ROCK
5800 MCNEIL ROAD, AUSTIN
WWW.RRCCONLINE.ORG
NOW THROUGH APRIL 14
PENFOLD THEATRE COMPANY
A MINISTERʼS WIFE, MUSIC BY JOSHUA SCHMIDT
TRINITY STREET THEATRE, 901 TRINITY STREET, AUSTIN
WWW.PENFOLDTHEATRE.ORG
SATURDAY, APRIL 20 AT 7:30 P.M.
ROUND ROCK SYMPHONY
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT #3
ROUND ROCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4010 SAM BASS ROAD, ROUND ROCK
WWW.ROUNDROCKSYMPHONY.ORG
/LIH0HPEHU
7H[DV1XPLVPDWLF
$VVRF/0
/LIH0HPEHU
$PHULFDQ1XPLVPDWLF
$VVRF/0

The Collector
is %8<,1*...

Gold & Silver, Jewelry,
Flatware, and Coins

Coin Collections

Old Currency




The Collector

SATURDAY, APRIL 20 AT 8P.M.
ROUND ROCK BALLET FOLKLORICO
PFLUGERVILLE RELAY FOR LIFE
PFLUGERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL STADIUM
1301 PECAN STREET WEST, PFLUGERVILLE
WWW.ROUNDROCKBALLETFOLKLORICO.ORG
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 AT 4:45 P.M.
ROUND ROCK BALLET FOLKLORICO
ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC CHURCH SPRING FESTIVAL
800 ROUND ROCK WEST DRIVE, ROUND ROCK
WWW.ROUNDROCKBALLETFOLKLORICO.ORG

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 AT 11A.M. – 4P.M.
HAVE A BALL DECORATING WORKSHOP
ARTSPACE, 231 EAST MAIN STREET, ROUND ROCK
WWW.ROUNDROCKARTS.OR

PARKS

SATURDAY, APR. 13 AT 4 – 5:30PM
SUNDAY, APR. 14 AT 8AM – 1PM
TEXAS ROAD RASH INLINE SKATE MARATHON & ELIMINATION RACES
DELL DIAMOND PARKING LOT & OLD SETTLERS PARK
SATURDAY, APR. 13 AT 7 – 10:30AM
YOUTH FISHING DERBY
OLD SETTLERS PARK LAKEVIEW PAVILION
SATURDAY, MAY. 4 AT 8:30AM – 1:30PM
MUDQUEST FAMILY ADVENTURE AND
ROUND ROCK THE BOAT REGATTA
OLD SETTLERS PARK
REGISTER AT ROUNDROCKRECREATION.COM

LIBRARY

GARDENING FOR BUTTERFLIES APRIL 18
6:30-7:30 ROOM B
SPONSORED BY THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY CHAPTER –
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS
COMMUNITY CINEMA – THE ISLAND PRESIDENT
APRIL 25
7:00PM ROOM A
COMMUNITY CINEMA IS A NATIONAL CIVIC ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE
FEATURING FREE MONTHLY SCREENINGS OF FILMS FROM THE
EMMY AWARD-WINNING PBS SERIES INDEPENDENT LENS.
CHILDREN’S AUTHOR/SINGER WILLY WELCH
WILL PERFORM ON APRIL 27:
11:00 AM IN THE PRETE PLAZA
2:00 PM IN THE LIBRARY
3:30 PM IN THE LIBRARY
ROUND ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
216 EAST MAIN ST., ROUND ROCK

PLAZA

MONDAY MUSIC ON MAIN STREET
MAGNIFICENT 7 (JAZZ)
APRIL 8 » 6PM | PRETE PLAZA
ARROWHEAD REPUBLIC
APRIL 15 » 6PM | PRETE PLAZA
INSIDE OUT STEEL DRUM BAND
APRIL 22 » 6PM | PRETE PLAZA
THE STAYLYNS (ROCK N ROLL)
APRIL 29 » 6PM | PRETE PLAZA
MANTECA BEAT (JAZZ)
MAY 6 » 6PM | PRETE PLAZA
SATURDAY, APRIL 20 AT 9AM
YOGA ON THE PLAZA
PRETE PLAZA ON MAIN STREET
221 EAST MAIN STREET, ROUND ROCK

ZZZWKHFROOHFWRUUDUHFRLQVFRP

(WK6WUHHW
*HRUJHWRZQ7;

ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG

512-671-2705

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV

512-218-5447
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at the capitol

By Karen Brooks Harper
Capitol Correspondent

News from the 83rd Legislative Session

Legislators continue discussions on how to fund TxDOT

New funding source needed
State Sen. Kirk Watson,
D-Austin, is pushing for a $50
increase in annual motor vehicle
registration fees, which currently
start at $50.75 per year. County
governments have the power to
raise that fee by as much as $11.50,

and several have, including Travis
and Williamson counties.
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst has
promised to propose an amendment to the budget passed by the
Senate Finance Committee in
early March that would authorize
at least $1 billion from the state’s
Economic Stabilization Fund, also
known as the rainy day fund, for
a revolving loan program for local
transportation projects.
Gov. Rick Perry, who held off
efforts to use the fund during the
2011 session, has endorsed the use
of $1.7 billion for transportation
projects from the fund, which is
expected to have a record-high
balance of $11.8 billion in the next
two years.
Using rainy day funds
Bills have also been filed in the
House to withdraw money from
the rainy day fund.
The caveat to using the fund
is that it cannot be used for any
revolving cash flow to the TxDOT,
so another funding mechanism
for maintenance and other operating costs must be found.
Leaders, including Perry, have
suggested that more than $1 billion can be found in dedicated
fees that are diverted from highway projects, but House Transportation Committee Chairman
Larry Phillips has argued that the
amount might be closer to $300
million—nowhere near the more
than $4 billion in additional
annual funding TxDOT officials
have said the department needs
to maintain highways.
Proposed fee increases
House Speaker Joe Straus has
said the $25 fee paid for driver’s

FEELING PAIN?

We now offer
physical therapy,
chiropractic
services, and
acupuncture.

license renewals every six years
should be looked at as an additional revenue stream, and bills
have been filed that would both
increase that fee and decrease the
amount of time between renewals.
An omnibus bill by Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring, addresses
several methods of funding in a
proposal that would require voter
approval for transportation funding and collects nearly $5 billion
annually for highways.
The bill would include a $50
increase in registration fees, a
10 cent increase in the gas tax and
a redirection of some sales taxes
from car sales into highway maintenance. The bill also addresses
the fee diversion issue described
by Perry and others.
Members of the House Transportation Committee say those
particular bills may not be the
vehicle that carries the funding solution, as it’s likely to be
broken into piecemeal bills and
approved separately by a subcommittee and budget writers
before hitting the floor of the
House and Senate.
But a Houston-area taxpayer
advocacy group, Texas Future,
has endorsed Harless’ plan, saying
it costs motorists less than one
penny per mile and avoids new
toll roads.
“We cannot borrow our way
into highway prosperity. Nor can
we toll our way into affordable
highways. We should not ask our
children to pay for the roads we
need,” the group said in a statement. “These bills provide the
answers as to how Texas can move
forward with our highway and
freeway needs in an economical
and sustainable way.”

Texas
roadways

$ Rainy day funds
The Economic Stabilization Fund, also known as the rainy day fund, is
capped at 10 percent of the total general revenue budget. It is used as a way
to stave off deficits and for one-time payments, and it cannot be accessed
for ongoing funding of budgetary items. The money in the fund comes from
a portion of oil and natural gas tax revenue, part of the reason the fund is
currently so large, as Texas has experienced a boom in those industries.

$12B

• arthritis
• sciatica
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$11B
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$9B
$8B

$8.1B

$11.8B
projected

$6.7B

$7B
$6B
$0

2011
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year

registration fees
State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, has
proposed a $50 increase in annual
passenger vehicle registration fees, which
currently start at $50.75 per year. County
governments can increase that fee by as
much as $11.50, and several have.

Travis and Williamson
counties charge

$11.50

in additional
fees

Bastrop, Caldwell and
Hays counties charge

$10

in additional
fees

Current base fee

$50.75
Statewide average

$62

with county, other local fees

$50 increase projected
to generate

$1.2 billion
per year

Sources: Texas Department of Transportation, Texas House of Representatives, Texas Senate

Austin Pain Associates is proud to team
up with Advanced Rehab to offer pain
patients an even more comprehensive list
of state-of-the-art treatments. We treat
all types of pain, such as:
• back pain
• neck pain

Lawmakers have
proposed several options
to increase the budget
of the Texas Department
of Transportation,
which has said it needs
more than $4 billion
in additional funding
annually just for
maintenance of existing
highways.

Funding

Balance (in billions)

Texas lawmakers are searching
for a path to finding billions of
dollars in new annual funding
for highway maintenance.
Devising a plan to double the
state’s highway capacity in the
next 50 years has emerged as one
of the top priorities of the 83rd
Legislative Session, and there has
been little debate over funding
new projects with the state’s
healthy rainy day fund.
Ideas vary widely on how to
significantly raise the budget
of the Texas Department of
Transportation, which has said
it needs more than $4 billion in
additional funding every year
just to maintain highway projects in the face of rapid population growth and infrastructure
strain in the coming decades.
Bills in the Texas House of
Representatives and Senate
range from authorizing “century bonds,” which would allow
100-year loans at a low fixed rate,
to increasing fees for driver’s
licenses to raising registration
fees or fuel taxes for the first
time in two decades.
But halfway through the session, which ends in late May,
no clear plan had yet been
outlined on how to solve the
funding issue in a state that has
exhausted its transportation
bonding capacity and runs out of
bond money in 2014.

15

• headaches
• fibromyalgia

512-416-PAIN (7246)
www.AustinPainAssociates.com

Now with
11 area
locations –
Round
Rock,
Georgetown
and North
Austin
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Inside information

The road to collection : A look at how TxTag gets its toll fares

1 Vehicle detection zone
As vehicles approach the stations,
sensor loops embedded in the pavement
detect approaching vehicles and identify
the number of axles, which in turn will
determine the toll rate of the vehicle.

2 TxTag signal pickup zone
Radio frequency readers on the stations look for
signals generated from the computer chips installed
within a vehicle’s TxTag sticker. Each TxTag emits
a unique radio frequency, which allows the TxTag
office to identify the vehicle traveling on the toll road.

3 Camera photo zone
Every vehicle that passes through a
station is photographed by cameras
aimed at the front and rear of the
vehicle. The cameras are set up at
precise angles and heights and use
speed sensors to ensure a vehicle’s
license plates are photographed. If
a vehicle is not identified as having
a TxTag, the photograph is saved for
pay-by-mail collection.

Photos courtesy TxDOT

The Texas Department of Transportation and the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority rely on
TxTag to collect and manage fares on Austin-area toll roads. TxTag contracts with private vendors to
run the automated stations located on the toll roads and at many of the toll entrances and exits.

1

3

2

4 Toll plaza station
As of Jan. 1, all of the tolling locations within the Central Texas
Turnpike System, which includes SH 45 N, SH 130, Loop 1
and SH 45 SE, converted to automated systems and no longer
accept cash. The tolling locations along Toll 183A were already
set up for automated toll collections. According to TxDOT,
removing the cash-payment stations increases safety and
reduces the cost of running the toll stations.

4

5 TxTag Customer Service Center
All of the TxTag information and photographs collected at the
various toll plazas throughout Austin are sent electronically to
the TxTag Customer Service Center in Austin. TxTag employees
there manage TxTag accounts and send out bills to motorists
who don’t have TxTags. The TxTag office works with the Texas
Department of Motor Vehicles to identify and bill drivers based
on the license plate numbers captured by cameras.
Source: Texas Department of Transportation

Toll roads’ rates rises
Increases are system’s first since 2006
By JP Eichmiller

2013 marks a year of transition for Central Texas toll
roads and the drivers who use them.
Beginning Jan. 1, toll rates on SH 45 N, SH 130, Loop
1 and Toll 183A at all of the mainline plazas and most of
the entrance and exit ramps have increased. In addition,
the Texas Department of Transportation removed all of
its cash payment booths, instead requiring motorists to
pay fees through TxTag accounts or pay-by-mail billing.
Toll rates on SH 45 N, SH 130 and Loop 1—roads that
make up the Central Texas Turnpike System, which
TxDOT owns and manages—saw an average increase of
25 percent–30 percent, TxDOT spokesman Mark Cross
said.
“The rate changes are different at the different locations,” Cross said. “We are trying to keep [toll] costs in
line with state and regional rates.”
All of the toll rates along Toll 183A, which is managed by the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority,

also increased Jan. 1 by a comparatively moderate
1.99 percent.
“The increase is part of a Mobility Authority policy
that adjusts rates annually in line with inflation to avoid
larger increases every five years,” the Mobility Authority
said in a Jan. 1 news release.
The TxDOT toll increase for CTTS roads was the first
since the system came on line in 2006, TxDOT spokeswoman Kelli Reyna said. The Texas Transportation
Committee approved the increase to rates Aug. 30. The
TTC also set into place an annual toll rate escalation
policy that will allow TxDOT to raise its rates every year
based on the percentage increase to the local Consumer
Price Index as determined by the U.S. Bureau of Labor
and Statistics.
Essentially, the toll escalation policy allows TxDOT
to increase prices in conjunction with the average price
increase of local consumer goods.
“It is an annual escalation policy,” Reyna said. “By
October 2013, we will propose new [2014] toll rates.”
Reyna said TxDOT eliminated the cash plazas along
CTTS tolls in order to increase safety, speed up traffic
and reduce costs. She said only 10 percent of the toll fees
collected locally were through cash payments.

“The cost to maintain [the booths] wasn’t worth keeping
the cash lanes open,” she said. “The price of purchasing
rights of way, maintaining the cash plazas and paying for
people [to staff booths] was not providing the cost benefit.”
Reyna said TxDOT expected to save approximately
$8.5 million annually by eliminating the cash payment
lanes on CTTS roads.
Cross said most of the former toll collectors were
contract employees who would likely be phased out once
their current work agreements expired.
“It is possible some may still stay on in office support
positions, but most will be phased out,” Cross said.
Toll customers who wish to pay tolls in cash still have
the option of setting up TxTag accounts at the TxTag
Customer Service Center in Austin, Reyna said.

Want more information about TxTag?
Customers can set up accounts and ask billing questions in
person, online or by phone.
TxTag Customer Service Center
12719 Burnet Road,
Austin
888-468-9824
www.txtag.org
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Cost comparison: Old and new toll rates
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Local toll road trips
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Cost examples of traveling Austin-area toll
roads for passenger vehicles with a TxTag:
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TAG

Pay-by-mail

old rate

new rate

old rate

new rate

SH 29

$0.45

$0.45

$0.60

$0.60

2

CR 104

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

3

Chandler Road

$0.45

$0.73

$0.60

$0.97

4

Toll plaza

$1.35

$1.69

$1.80

$2.25

5

Hwy. 79

$0.45

$0.73

$0.60

$0.97

6

CR 138

$0.45

$0.73

$0.60

$0.97

7

Pecan Street

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

8

Toll plaza

$1.35

$1.69

$1.80

$2.25

9

Cameron Road

N/A

$1.69

N/A

$2.25

10

Gregg Manor Road

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

11

Blue Bluff Road

$0.45

$0.45

$0.60

$0.60

12

FM 973

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

13

Toll plaza

$1.35

$1.69

$1.80

$2.25

14

FM 969

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

15

Harold Green Road

$0.45

$0.45

$0.60

$0.60

16

Pearce Lane

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

17

Toll plaza

$1.35

$1.69

$1.80

$2.25

18

Elroy Road

$0.45

$0.73

$0.60

$0.97

19

FM 812

$0.45

$0.56

$0.60

$0.74

20

Moore Road

$0.45

$0.45

$0.60

$0.60

21

FM 1625

$0.66

$0.66

$0.66

$0.66

22

Toll plaza

$1.00

$1.00

$1.33

$1.33

23

North Turnersville Road

$0.66

$0.66

$0.66

$0.66

24

Crystal Falls Parkway

$0.36

$0.37

$0.48

$0.49

25

Crystal Falls Parkway plaza

$0.95

$0.97

$1.27

$1.29

26

Scottsdale Drive

$0.54

$0.55

$0.72

$0.73

27

Park Street plaza

$1.35

$1.38

$1.80

$1.84

28

Brushy Creek Road

$0.54

$0.55

$0.72

$0.73

29

Lakeline Mall Drive plaza

$0.50

$0.51

$0.67

$0.68

30

Toll plaza

$0.68

$1.02

$0.90

$1.02

31

Parmer Lane

$0.45

$0.88

$0.60

$1.17

32

RM 620

$0.45

$0.88

$0.60

$1.17

33

O’Connor Drive (planned)

N/A

$0.90

N/A

$1.20

34

Greenlawn Boulevard

$0.45

$0.68

$0.60

$0.90

35

A.W. Grimes Boulevard

$0.45

$0.68

$0.60

$0.90

36

Schultz Lane

$0.45

$1.02

$0.60

$1.36

37

Wilke Lane/Kelly Lane

$0.45

$1.02

$0.60

$1.36

38

Toll plaza

$0.68

$1.02

$0.90

$1.02

39

O’Connor Drive (planned)

N/A

$0.90

N/A

$1.20

40

Shoreline Drive

$0.45

$0.68

$0.60

$0.90

41

Toll plaza

$0.68

$1.02

$0.90

$1.02

$0.45

$0.68

$0.60

$0.90

42 Howard Lane/Wells
Branch Parkway
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Effective Jan. 1, 2013, Austin-area toll roads no longer accept cash
payments. All tolls are now collected through Texas toll tag accounts or payby-mail billing. All rates apply to two-axle passenger cars, light trucks and
SUVs. For new rates regarding vehicles with trailers, commercial vehicles
and vehicles with more than two axles, visit www.txtag.org.
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April

05

through 07, 12 through 14
Mystery Night at the Library

Enjoy food and watch a production of “Curl
Up and Dye,” which tells the story of strange
happenings in Cedar Valley, Texas. 7:30 p.m.
(April 5–6, 12–13), 2:30 p.m. (April 7, 14). $15
(April 7, 14), $18 (April 5, 12), $25 (April 6,
13). Round Rock Public Library, 216
E. Main St., Round Rock. 512-218-7001.
www.roundrocktexas.gov/library

06

Senior Citizens seminar

Area senior citizens are invited to
a daylong seminar on topics including health
and aging, government programs, legal
and financial issues, housing options, and
yoga and meditation. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. $30
(single), $50 (two tickets). Behren’s Ranch
Resident Center, 2503 Arbor Drive,
Round Rock. 512-294-3229.
www.austinmarathimandal.org

06

13

Rock the Runway

The 5K walk around scenic park trails
benefits Prevent Child Abuse Texas.
9 a.m. $25 (age 12 and older), $10 (age 11
and younger). Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 512-250-8438.
www.preventchildabusetexas.org

13

Enjoy a day of golfing, barbecue,
beverages, prizes and a silent auction.
Proceeds help provide transportation for area
seniors. Noon (registration), 1:30 p.m. (game
starts). $115 per player. Star Ranch Golf
Course, 2500 FM 685, Hutto. 512-310-1060.
www.fiasenioraccess.org

Crawfish Festival

Handle With Care

Attend an informative conference
covering trauma care for geriatric patients.
Attendees can earn four hours of continuing
education in nursing and emergency
management service. Lunch is served.
9:30 a.m.–2 p.m. $30. Seton Medical Center,
201 Seton Parkway, Round Rock.
512-926-6184. www.catrac.org

Teen Big MUD Blowout Race

Teams of four teenagers face an
obstacle course full of physical obstacles,
mental puzzles, water dives and more. Prizes
are given for best time, best costume and
best team name at a party held after the
race. 3–8 p.m. $5 for team of four. Cat Hollow
Park, 8320 O’Connor Drive, Round Rock.
512-255-7871, ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

13

Brew Pfest

The event includes beer tastings,
barbecue, live music, a silent auction, and
volleyball and washer tournaments. Proceeds
benefit Dell Children’s Medical Center.
4–8 p.m. $25 (presale), $35 (at the door).
Hanover’s Draught Haus, 108 E. Main St.,
Pflugerville. 512-324-0170.
www.childrensaustin.org

13

Wine and cheese art gallery

The event includes a silent auction, an
art display from local artists and refreshments.
6–8:30 p.m. Free. Allen R. Baca Center, 301
W. Bagdad St., Round Rock. 512-218-5499.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

13
Courtesy City of Round Rock

through 14
Texas Road Rash inline skating
marathon

13

Youth Fishing Derby

Children ages 3–12 are invited to
fish and compete for prizes in categories
including number of fish caught, largest
bass caught and heaviest fish caught.
7–10:30 a.m. Free. Old Settlers Park,
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-341-3361.
www.roundrockrecreation.com

Elimination races for competitors are
held April 13, followed by a marathon,
half marathon and recreational skate for
pro to beginning skaters April 14. After
skating, participants are invited to enjoy
entertainment, barbecue and family-friendly
fun. 4–5:15 p.m. (April 13), 8 a.m.–noon (April
14). $70 (full marathon), $50 (half marathon),
$35 (recreational skate), $25 (elimination
races). Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-341-3361.
www.texasroadrash.com

14

Featured EVENT
APR

27

Spirits and Bites

Bid in a silent auction, sample
offerings from local food vendors and taste
different spirits from Central Texas distilleries,
wineries and breweries. Proceeds benefit Dell

Annual bicycle rodeo

Families are invited to bring their
bicycles for registration, safety
instructions and riding lessons. The event
also includes eight demonstrations by the
Pflugerville police, fire departments and
emergency management services. 9 a.m.–
1 p.m. Free. Pflugerville High School, 1301
W. Pecan St., Pflugerville. 512-670-5514.
www.pflugervilletx.gov/bikerodeo

Round Rock Walk for Children

The annual festival includes fresh
Louisiana crawfish, corn and potatoes;
crawfish peeling demonstrations and a
peel-and-eat contest; a car show; activities
for children; Cajun and country music; and
performances by the Hutto High Steppers.
11 a.m.–3 p.m. $15 (crawfish plate), $4
(children’s plate). Historic Downtown Hutto,
at the intersection of East and Farley streets.
512-759-4400. www.huttochamber.com

Swinging for Seniors

12

Run alongside Pflugerville Fire
Department firefighters at The Art of
Living Safe and Well Expo. Proceeds
benefit Pflugerville High School’s Panther
Celebration 2013. 8:30 a.m. $40 (adult), $30
(child). Lake Pflugerville, 18216 Weiss Lane,
Pflugerville. 512-251-2801.
www.pflugervillefire.org

13

Cedar Ridge High School students
present runway fashions beside products
from Dillard’s at The Domain and Al’s Formal
Wear. Proceeds benefit CRHS’s project
graduation. 6–7:30 p.m. $10 (presale), $12
(at the door), $5 (children 10 and younger).
Cedar Ridge High School cafeteria, 2801
Gattis School Road, Round Rock.
512-704-0100.
www.crhsprojectgraduation.org

11

PFD 5K Pfun Run

Children’s Medical Center. 2–5 p.m. $40. The
Ranch House in Teravista, 4307 Teravista
Club Drive, Round Rock. 512-324-0170.
www.childrensaustin.org

Worth the trip

14

Woof Walk and Wrun

Proceeds allow the Williamson
County Regional Animal Shelter to send
animals with life-threatening injuries or
illnesses to outside veterinary offices.
Sponsorships are available. 8:30 a.m.
$30 (wrun), $25 (1-mile walk), $7 (dog
entry). Southwest Williamson County
Regional Park, 3005 CR 175, Leander.
512-943-3322. www.wilcopets.org

14

¡Pfiesta!

20

Dare to Dream Gala

The Pflugerville Education
Foundation’s annual gala honors outstanding
Pflugerville ISD alumni. The event includes
a reception and dinner before the awards
program. Dress is semiformal. 5 p.m. $75.
DoubleTree Hotel, 6505 N. I-35, Austin.
512-594-0375.
www.pflugervilleeducationfoundation.com

The Hutto Education Foundation’s
annual gala features Hutto ISD Excellence
in Education winners, a silent auction and
entertainment by disc jockeys. 6 p.m. $40
per ticket. Star Ranch Golf Course, 2500 FM
685, Hutto. 512-759-3771, ext. 1052.
www.huttoeducationfoundation.org

Reckless Kelly’s Celebrity
Softball Jam

Musicians, athletes and media personalities
combine their love of sports with music to
benefit local Miracle League Baseball and
Little League Baseball chapters. A softball
tournament is followed by a concert featuring
artists such as The Trishas, Charlie Robison
and the Midnight River Choir. 1 p.m. (softball
game), 3 p.m. (concert). $20. The Dell
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round
Rock. 512-255-2255. www.rkcsj.org

16

20

Courtesy Pflugerville Police Department

CALENDAR

Pet parade and exhibit

Register your pooch by April 12 and
enjoy a dog and owner parade, contests and
vendor booths. Contests include dog/owner
look-alikes, best dressed, best trick, best
tail and more. 10 a.m.–noon. Free for Baca
members, $5 for nonmembers. Centennial
Plaza next to the Allen R. Baca Center,
301 W. Bagdad St., Round Rock.
512-218-5499. www.roundrocktexas.gov

19

through 21
Shriners Hospitals for Children
Baseball Classic

Watch a tournament of local baseball teams
in age divisions between 7–14 and benefit
the Shriners Hospitals for Children. Schedule
to be announced. $4 per day for spectators
17 and older. Champion Fields, 3300 E. Palm
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 512-225-4000.
www.bluediamondtournaments.com

20

Agape 5K run

Help raise money for the Agape
Pregnancy Resource Center. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.
$30. Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-248-8200.
www.thefellowshiprr.org/missions/
opportunities

Courtesy Brushy Creek MUD

18

20

Brushy Creek BBQ Cook-Off
and Family Festival

Enjoy live music, an inflatable castle and
a cookoff at the sixth annual event.
11 a.m.–6 p.m. $75 (resident cookoff
teams), $125 (nonresident cookoff
teams), festival admission is free. Brushy
Creek Community Center, 16318 Great
Oaks Drive, Round Rock.
512-255-7871, ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

21

Running the Rock 5K and Kids K

21

Feed Your Spirit

Sisters Tri-ing hosts the event to
promote women’s health and fitness.
8 a.m. $30 (5K), $20 (Kids K, for age 12 and
younger). Old Settlers Park,
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
www.sisterstriing.com/runningtherock

Intuitives, therapists, healers and
other specialists are at the event to help
attendees learn techniques to rejuvenate
themselves. Enjoy shopping and free
lectures. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Williamson
Conference Center, 1209 N. I-35,
Round Rock. 303-917-6093.
www.sanctuaryoftheawakenedsoul.com

27

Boy Scout Troop 365 pancake
breakfast

Enjoy pancakes, a silent auction and bake
sale. Proceeds help send local Boy Scouts
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to summer camps. 7–11 a.m. $5. St. Philip’s
United Methodist Church, 16321 Great Oaks
Drive, Round Rock.
www.bsatroop365.org/pancake_breakfast

Paws for a Cause 5K

Participate in the run and help
purchase shoes and socks for disadvantaged
Round Rock ISD students. No pets are
allowed. 7 a.m. (registration), 8 a.m. (run).
$30. Texas State University-Round Rock
Campus, 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock.
512-716-2927. www.nursing.txstate.edu

27

City of Round Rock Centennial
Celebration

27

Ignite Women’s Health Day
of Renewal

Enjoy live music, a street fair, custom car
show, 100-yard dash and more as the city
celebrates its centennial anniversary.
11 a.m.–4 p.m. (street fair and Prete Plaza
concert series), 4 p.m. (100-yard dash), 5–10
p.m. (centennial concert). Free. Main St. to
Brown St. (street fair); McConnico Building,
301 W. Bagdad Ave. (dash); Prete Plaza, 221
E. Main St. (concert series); Centennial Stage
behind the Allen R. Baca Center, 301 W.
Bagdad Ave. (centennial concert).
512-218-5447.
www.roundrocktexas.gov/centennial

Dress to participate in fitness activities and
enjoy wellness and healthy living lessons,
fitness and cooking demonstrations, a
fashion show, meditation, health screenings,
guest speakers and more. 1:30–4 p.m. Free.
Seton Medical Center, 201 Seton Parkway,
Round Rock. 512-324-4804.
www.goodhealth.com/ignite

Courtesy City of Round Rock

27

04

MudQuest Family
Adventure and Round Rock
Boat Regatta

Families are invited to venture through
a course of mud and muck and get
dirty from head to toe. Afterward, bring
your cardboard-and-tape boats for a
regatta. Children can also buy boat kits
at the Round Rock Parks and Recreation
Department office, 301 W. Bagdad St.,
Round Rock, or on event day for $5 and
compete in a mini regatta.
8:30 a.m. (MudQuest), 11 a.m. (regatta).
Free (MudQuest), $25–$35 (to enter the
regatta). Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 512-341-3361.
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Ongoing

AHL Calder Cup playoffs begin!

Round Rock First Saturdays
Browse products from local arts and crafts
vendors and enjoy live music, food and more
on the first Saturday of each month. 9 a.m.–
4 p.m. Free. Sharon Prete Plaza, 221 Main
St., Round Rock.
www.mainstreetproductionsrr.com

experience the Excitement! 512.go.stars!

4.05.13

4.06.13

PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

STARS WINDSHIELD SUNSHADE

$3 beer night

May

04

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY SECTION

Ants in Your Pants 5K
and Kids K

4.19.13

Support Pflugerville Elementary School with
a run, jog or walk through a scenic loop of
the city. Participants receive a T-shirt and
goody bag, and the event includes food and
fun for the whole family. 8 a.m. (Kids K),
8:30 a.m. (5K). $10 (Kids K), $25 (5K).
Pflugerville Elementary School, 701
Immanuel Road, Pflugerville.
www.antsinyourpants5k.com

04

MAXIME FORTUNUS MINI
BOBBLEHEAD GIVEAWAY

Saints and Sinners 5K

Put on a costume and glow-inthe-dark accessories for a family-friendly run
after dark. The race is followed by an awards
ceremony and party. Participants receive
a T-shirt and glow-in-the-dark item with
registration. 7:30 p.m. $25 (adults), $15 (age
15 and younger and active or retired military,
firefighters and police officers). Hutto High
School, 101 FM 1606, Hutto. 512-251-6798.
www.saintsandsinners5k.com

4.20.13

Family four-pack
FAN APPRECIATION NIGHT
COMMEMORATIVE PRINT

COURTESY OF

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY SECTION

Pioneer Day

Spin cotton, make corn-husk dolls,
dip wax candles, play games, dye clothes
with berries and learn about the pioneer way
of life. Food and shopping at the Brushy
Creek General Store is also available.
10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Old Settlers Park, 3300
E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
512-943-1670. www.williamsonmuseum.org

04

$3 beer night

Family four-pack

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Round Rock,
Pflugerville and Hutto events at
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.
To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and
Hutto events considered for the print
edition, they must be submitted by
the second Friday of the month prior
to the month they take place.
Sponsored by

CALL 512.GO.STARS

20

FEATURES
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C5 Texas and HEB cordially
invite participants and volunteers
to the 2nd annual

+(%&

//$5

0,//,21'2

$867,1
6+227287

0$<

Special thanks to presenting sponsor
Frito Lay and program sponsor
Union State Bank
Two Full Days of Golf
Evening Cocktails, Hors d’oeuvres and
Dinner Prizes and Auctions
Celebrity Guest Performers and Attendees
(Russell Maryland, Nyle Pruitt, Randy Rogers, and
Performances by Kyle Park and Ryan Beaver)
Meet our C5 Students...
Pave the way for them to higher education,
career success and community involvement
through participation in our C5 program, which
has a 98% success rate of those who graduate
high school and go to college.

The mission of the C5 Program of Texas is to inspire highpotential youth from risk-filled environments to pursue
personal success, to prepare them for leadership roles
in college, work and community, and to motivate them to
become role models for others.
We do this by engaging middle and high school students
from under resourced communities in five years of
intensive leadership experiences including year-round
leadership development programs, signature summer
activities, community action, and preparation for
continuing education and career development.
We support C5 youth in becoming…
Character-driven
Community-focused
Challenge-ready
College-bound, and Committed to a better future.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE EVENT OR C5,

CONTACT: CHRISTA SANFILIPPO (512) 832-2620

WWW.C5TEXAS.ORG

HELPING KIDS BREATHE EASIER
Children’s Pulmonary Specialists
Now Open in Round Rock
Austin Children’s Chest Associates is an expert group
of pediatric pulmonary and sleep medicine physicians
committed to providing care to children of all ages with
breathing problems across Central Texas. We are proud
to announce the opening of our newest location in
Round Rock to provide convenient access to our
patients in Williamson County.

Hutto Annual

Crawfish Festival
in Historic downtown Hutto
tto
East and Farley Streets

• Cajun Music
• Fresh large, boiled, perfectly seasoned crawﬁsh,
potatoes and corn (or substitute sausage on a stick)
• Fun activities for kids - furnished by Hutto YMCA
• Crawﬁsh peeling demonstrations
• Arts & crafts booths
• Classic car show
Saturday, April 13th (Rain or shine)
• The Hutto High Steppers
11am–3pm Crawfish Festival
Tickets Available Online at www.HuttoChamber.com

Jason J. Fullmer, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology
Internal Medicine

Ameet Shirish Daftary, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology
Pediatric Sleep Medicine

Jordan V. Scalo, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology

For appointments or
referrals, please call

(512) 380-9200

4112 Links Lane, Suite 200
Round Rock, Texas 78664

Proudly Sponsored by:

ACCAPA.com

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • April 2013

FEATURES

23

BUSINESS

Conserve Texas Water

Device helps users decrease irrigation usage

D

rought conditions during the past
few years have left many trying to
find ways to conserve water.
“In the last four years, it’s been painfully obvious how much we need to conserve water,” Conserve Texas Water owner
Tom Catlin said.
In early 2012, after conversations with
one of the creators of the Irrigation Decision Device, an irrigation water suppression tool, Catlin decided to create Conserve Texas Water to sell the mechanism.
“This is unique,” Catlin said. “It’s something that makes sense.”
The IDD connects to existing irrigation systems and keeps the system from
watering the lawn when it is not needed,
he said.
Manufactured in Austin, the IDD is
recognized by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, and it can work
with any residential or commercial sprinkler system, Catlin said.
The IDD uses two different forecasting
models—meteorological and hydrological—to produce data at least four times
a day that is specific to a customer’s
address, Catlin said. Once the data is

processed, a signal is sent to the irrigation system that tells it whether it should
be activated, he said.
The company serves customers in the
greater metropolitan areas of Austin,
Round Rock and Williamson County.
Catlin has been focused on promoting
the device and its ability to help users
lower water bills and reduce water usage
for irrigation.
Although it got off to a slow start, he
said, his business has slowly increased.
“To me it doesn’t make any difference
whether you’re environmental or financially driven or if you’re both because this
answers both,” Catlin said. “Here’s this
device that is $350 that you put on your
system and pays for itself.”
Catlin said he hopes his customer
base will include homeowners, business
owners, homeowners associations and
municipalities.
A Georgetown native, Catlin said he
has often seen sprinklers run at odd
hours and during rainstorms. The IDD
is designed to keep automated sprinkler
systems from running during those times
they are least effective.

Amy Dodd Thompson

By Amy Dodd Thompson

Conserve Texas Water owner Tom Catlin offers the Irrigation Decision Device, an irrigation suppression
device that helps determine when irrigation systems should be activated.

The device also prevents an irrigation
system from causing water runoff from an
over-saturated lawn, and it would keep it
from watering a lawn when it is too windy
or too cold, he said.

Irrigation Decision Device

$30

Average yearly
rainfall for
Williamson County is

34

Conserve Texas Water
512-592-2929
www.conservetexaswater.com
info@conservetexaswater.com

yearly fee

inches

according to the
Texas State Historical
Association

Initial
cost

$350

IDD data is
updated
at least

4

times
daily

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, TX 78660
P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901
WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• Pflugerville’s first Pediatric
Dentist.
• Most insurance accepted.
As a courtesy, we will file
primary insurance for you.
• Kids love our state of the
art facility, gaming arcade,
and movies while you wait.
• Specializing in special
needs patients of all ages.
• In office sedation and
hospital privileges.
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5RXQG5RFN0HGLFDO&HQWHU9ROXQWHHUV

CLEARANCE SALE
50% OFF
Willow Tree Jewelry Collegiate Items
Home Decor Crosses Books Candles
Purses/Scarves Ladies Accessories & much more!

Like us on facebook!

facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

For special offers, contests
and cavity free club pictures.

Monday – Friday 9:00 to 8:00 | Saturday & Sunday 10:00 to 4:00

2400 ROUND ROCK AVENUE | 512 341-5233

Just inside the front door of St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

24

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

FEATURES

PISD NEWS
PISD educators named finalists
in H-E-B Excellence Awards
Two Pflugerville Elementary School educators have been named finalists for the 2013 H-E-B
Excellence in Education Awards, spotlighting them as some of the best educators in Texas. Fourth
grade teacher Ben Chae and Pflugerville ES Principal Genia Antoine were surprised with the news
during a campus pep rally by a crew from H-E-B, and mascot H-E-Buddy, with balloons, a cake
and flowers.

H-E-B’s Excellence in Education is the largest monetary awards program for educators in Texas, and
among the largest in the nation. Chae was presented with a $1,000 check for himself and one for
his school.
“I’ve accomplished a lot during my teaching career and I’m proud of everything that I’ve accomplished,” Chae said. “I think I’m a testament that hard work pays off. This is absolutely amazing.”
Antoine was also gifted with a $1,000 personal check and a $2,500 check for Pflugerville Elementary.
“I feel privileged to be able to represent our school and our district,” Antoine said. “I just want to
make Pflugerville proud and our school proud as well. I’m very grateful.”
Both finalists will now compete on a statewide level for larger cash prizes totaling $585,000. Each
winning principal—1 elementary school and 1 secondary school—will receive $10,000 in cash for
themselves and a $25,000 grant for their schools. The winning large school district will receive a
$100,000 cash prize and the winning small school district will receive $50,000. The winning early
childhood facility will receive $25,000.
H-E-B launched the Excellence in Education Awards program in cooperation with the Texas
Association of School Administrators in 2002 as a positive way to support public education in Texas
by spotlighting best practices and celebrating the passion and creativity of Texas educators.

Board of Trustees Election
Five candidates have filed for
Pflugerville ISD Board of Trustees
Places 3, 4, and 5, which are up
for election on May 11, 2013.

For those students who are looking to catch up,
get ahead or just keep their skills sharp, Pflugerville ISD offers a
variety of summer programs to meet its students’ needs.
The district recently updated its website with information regarding
2013 Summer School registration as well as information on districtsponsored Summer Enrichment Camps and Extended Day Program
Summer Camps.

Positions on the ballot will be as follows:
Place 3 filings
Mario Acosta
Tony Hanson

Place 4 filing
Vernagene Mott

PISD Offers
Summer Programs

Place 5 filings
Carol L. Fletcher
Lance Sandlin

• Summer School registration will be held June 6, 10 and 13 at the
PISD Central Administration Board Room.

Pflugerville ISD is governed by a seven-member Board of Trustees
that is responsible for adopting policy, employing and evaluating
the superintendent, approving the budget and capital improvement
plans, and setting the tax rate. Members of the PISD Board of
Trustees are elected at-large to serve staggered three-year terms.
Early voting runs from April 29 through May 7 with Election Day falling on May 11. Continue to check www.pfisd.net for more updates
on the May election including polling places, dates and times.

• Summer Enrichment Camps are offered to students from
Kindergarten through 8th grade. Each of the camps offers
different skills for learning and all of them provide a great
educational opportunity for students to enjoy over the summer.
• The Extended Day Program offers a full-day summer camp at
Caldwell, Riojas and Wieland Elementary Schools which runs
from Monday, June 10 through Friday, August 16.
Visit the district’s website, www.pfisd.net, and click on the Summer
Programs button to learn more about summer activities.

Read more about these stories and other PISD news at pfisd.net
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Tiger Rock Martial Arts

Hutto academy hosts national tournaments

Owner Mark Hatchett (center) and instructors Travis Hatchett (left) and Joey Treviño lead class March 20.

Tiger Rock Martial Arts offers tae kwon do, jiu-jitsu and conditioning classes to children and adults.

Martial arts: What's the difference?
Tae kwon do:

Jiu-jitsu:

The Korean-based martial art has
developed for more than 5,000 years and
focuses on use of the fists and feet. Tae
kwon do uses dynamic poses and active
movements with the feet, and it emphasizes
unity throughout the mind and body.

Popularly translated as the “gentle
method,” jiu-jitsu is a self-defense
technique that is rooted in ancient Japan
and is said to have been used by the
samurai. Jiu-jitsu techniques can include
joint locks, blows and strikes.

Sources: World Taekwondo Federation, Global Free Agent Fighters

Tiger Rock membership
options and fees

Tiger Rock Martial Arts

Adult only (18 years and older): $59/month
One-person membership: $89/month
Two-person family membership (limited to
immediate family): $138/month
Startup fee (includes basic black workout pants
and first month of membership): $50/person
Martial Arts International yearly membership
fee: $27/person

79

t St.
Fron

tar

Each additional family member: $29/month

1660

S
Lone
Blvd.

conditioning lessons. Classes are available for ages 3 through adult.
Martial arts classes offer students a fitness activity while teaching them martial
arts tenets, Mark said. On top of getting
into shape, participants at Tiger Rock
learn honor, courtesy, integrity, perseverance, self-control, courage and a sense of
community.
“Those kinds of things just come naturally with the program,” he said.
Strength and conditioning classes offer
fitness programing with rates comparable to large gym memberships, he said.
Tiger Rock also offers after-school
programs to local students. Participants
go through martial arts lessons and also
have homework, snack and play time.
Classes are taught by Martial Arts
International–certified instructors,
including three full-time and five parttime volunteer teachers, as well as youth
leaders. As a part of the international
organization, the Hatchetts’ academy
also offers competition, seminars,
certified curriculum, camps and other
benefits. That support makes Tiger Rock
a better academy than many others in the
area, Mark said.
“We are a certified school that has a
set of standards and curriculum, not
someone who went out and got a black
belt in some martial art and said, ‘I’m
going to go open up an academy or
school,’” he said.
Tiger Rock also hosted a national
tournament March 23 at Hutto Middle
School. The event included competition
in sparring, board-breaking and team
activities. National tournaments are held
twice every year and include 12 academies. This year marked Tiger Rock’s
third time hosting the event.
In the summer months, the Hatchetts
plan to start a Hyper Pro program, which
focuses on youth in extreme martial arts.

Exchan
ge
Blvd.

I

n 2002, Mark Hatchett and his wife,
Karen, were looking for an activity for their sons. They enrolled
their children at a tae kwon do academy
in Pflugerville, and after watching his
children participate in martial arts, Mark
decided to join, too.
“The biggest reason I started was
because it looked fun,” Mark said. “All
I had to do was motivate myself to walk
through the door. Once I was through
the door, there was someone teaching me
and instructing me, and I was learning a
skill. I was also getting in shape, [and] I
was learning a lot.”
Realizing he enjoyed martial arts,
Mark started making plans to open his
own academy. Though he and Karen
originally intended Tiger Rock Martial
Arts to be a part-time endeavor, the
Hatchetts’ school quickly took off, and
their property on Front Street had to be
expanded after it opened in 2007.
“We started off small here,” Mark said.
“We had one suite, and then within the
first year we expanded to adding the
second half on, then [added] a third suite,
which hosts our after-school and summer
camp programs and their hangout area.”
With enrollment reaching 180 students, the Hatchetts relocated Tiger Rock
to a new, 6,800-square-foot building at
503 W. Front St. during spring break. The
area will allow the business to continue
growing by providing more space for
workouts and after-school programs.
“[It has a] larger viewing area in the
lobby [and] an immense workout room—
it’s huge,” Karen said. “If you go in there
and see it, it’s overwhelming.”
The new space will also allow the
Hatchetts to pursue their goal of bringing martial arts to as many residents as
possible.
Tiger Rock offers lessons in tae kwon
do and jiu-jitsu, as well as strength and

Photos by Annie Drabicky

By Korri Kezar

503 W. Front St., Hutto
512-846-1112
www.tigerrocktexas.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 4–9 p.m.,
Sat. 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Austin

Ave.
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WE RULE THE CARIBBEAN. AFTER ALL, IT’S OUR MIDDLE NAME.

Peeks Cruises & Tours and Texas Wine & Food Consortium present the first annual

Texas Vs. the World Wine Cruise

NAVIGATOR of the SEAS®

7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN
December 8, 2013
Starting from: $1001.52†*

$100.00 per person deposit due by April 30th

Pricing includes:
•Wine Reception
•Texas Vs. The World Tastings
•Food and Wine Pairings at Dinner
•Making Wine In Texas

For Reservations and Information, Please Contact:
Peeks Cruises and Tours | (512)297-6091
Visit us on the web at: www.peeksvacations.net/txwfc
†ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL® RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT OF UP TO $10 PER GUEST PER DAY ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OF WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE FUEL EXCEEDS $65.00 PER BARREL
*Pricing set forth is the sole responsibility of the travel agent. Prices are per person, cruise only, double occupancy, and reflect value add for exclusive events in US Dollars. All itineraries and prices are
subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Government taxes and fees are additional. ©2013 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas. 13033576 • 3/26/2013

RESERVE YOUR ROYAL CARIBBEAN VACATION WITH US TODAY!

Energize,

Enlighten,

ENJOY!
A day for women

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions
Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park,
Leander, Hutto, Taylor and surrounding areas.
Doctors Stephanie Shaw, M.D.
and Kerem Ozer, M.D. would
like to introduce a new
physician to our practice.

Diabetes management services include diabetes education,
management of type 1, type 2 and gestational diabetes, continuous
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy and dietitian services.
Thyroid evaluation and management, including specializing
in fine needle aspiration biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of
hyperthyroidism and hypothyroidism, thyroid cancer diagnosis,
management and treatment.
We offer state-of-the-art ultrasound to identify thyroid nodules
and skilled ultrasonographers specializing in thyroid nodules and
thyroid cancer follow-up.
Osteoporosis management and treatment and the latest in bonedensity measurement technology.

Kamalpreet (Kim)
Singh, M.D.

Clinical research in the areas of diabetes, obesity, thyroid,
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders.

Board Certified in
Endocrinology and
Metabolism

Certified Diabetes
Educators on staff.

ood Dr.
Deep W

All physicians are
Board Certified in
Endocrinology and
Metabolism.

(512) 458-8400

620

ROUND ROCK OFFICE

170 Deep Wood Drive
Suite 104
Round Rock, TX 78681
I-35

AUSTIN OFFICE
6500 N Mopac
Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

Saturday, April 27, 2013
1:30 – 4 p.m.
Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway • Round Rock, TX 78665

Join us for a day of FREE fitness, inspiration
and fun featuring more than 60 exhibitors:
Aloha Health and
Wellness
AOMA
Aquasana
Arbonne
ARC Dermatology
ArticineHealth
ATA Round Rock
Austin AmericanStatesman
Beleza MedSpa
Better Health Designs
Bose
Brenda Haile Yoga
Community Impact
Newspaper
Con’ Olio
Crabtree & Evelyn
Delightful Me Bakery
DKNY
Edible Austin
Essential Bodywear
Fitness Hoop Dance
GolfTEC
Greenling.com
Juice Plus

KIND Bar
Kipling
Kitara Byerly Yoga &
Acupuncture
Las Brisas
Le Creuset
LifeSource Chiropractic
Marmalade Skies
Micki Gram - Realist
Health Coaching
Mortal Crossfit
Natural Epicurean
n’Caliente Fitness
Studio
NEW You Health
Nikken
Novita Spa
Oriental Medicine
Associates
PetalWorks
Pilates on the Square
Reebok
Renee Peterson
Trudeau Associates
Round Rock Premium
Outlets

Sam’s Club
Savory Spice Shop
Shibber D’Lites
Seton Brain & Spine
Institute
Seton Cove
Seton Family of
Doctors
Seton Heart Institute
Institute of
Reconstructive
Plastic Surgery of
Central Texas
Seton Surgical Group
Seton Women’s Center
Shoe Fitters
Snap Kitchen
Spirit 105.9
Take Shape for Life
Texas Oncology
The POSH Space
The Yoga Room
University Federal
Credit Union
White Cloud Tea
Whole Body Health

Please dress comfortably for participation.

Register today at goodhealth.com/ignite
Presented by:
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Baris Pizza & Pasta

Pflugerville eatery remains community staple

B

aris (pronounced bar-ēs) Pizza &
Pasta in Pflugerville is a restaurant borne of the fruits of family
connections. So it is perhaps not surprising that the eatery has become a popular
location for local families to gather.
When Baris co-owners Tony and
Cheryl Bardhi relocated to Texas from
New York City in 1997, the couple also
left behind their respective careers in
construction and hair care. Tony says the
couple was looking for a new environment in which to raise their two children.
“We had a good life in New York, we
had a couple of good businesses,” Tony
said. “We were just looking for better
schools and an area with a slower place.”
The Bardhi family eventually decided
to settle in Pflugerville in order to be
closer to Cheryl’s sister and her family.
Instead of attempting to duplicate their
former professions, however, Tony and
Cheryl elected to make a go of the restaurant business. Although the couple had
never owned a restaurant of their own,
they were both experienced business
owners, and Tony had numerous family
members in the restaurant industry.
“My family has been in the restaurant
business all of their lives,” Tony said. “We
grew up in this because my parents were
in the restaurant business. Restaurants
are in our genes, I guess.”
With the guidance of Tony’s uncle,
Imeri Bardhi—who opened the original
Baris outside of Dallas in 1987—Baris
Pizza & Pasta opened for business in

Pflugerville in 1997. The Baris brand has
since expanded to locations in Waco and
Tallahassee, Fla., all owned and operated
by members of the Bardhi family.
In Pflugerville, Baris Pizza & Pasta
has grown to become a part of the city’s
social fabric. According to Manager
Annalyss Brennan, the restaurant’s regulars include city staff, Pfugerville ISD
employees and a regular crowd of high
school students who spill in after games.
“I remember after football games, Baris
was always the place to go,” said Brennan, who is a Pflugerville native. She said
many former students who grew up in
Pflugerville enjoy coming back to the restaurant to reminisce.
“We know a lot of their orders by heart,”
Brennan said. “[Baris] is known for great
food, great service and great prices.”
Brennan said the pizza offered at Baris
is one of the restaurant’s most popular
dishes. She said the taste and style is
intended to replicate East Coast pizza.
Baris also offers a wide selection of
pasta dishes, along with lunch and dinner specials. Among the restaurant’s
most popular dishes are the chicken fettuccine alfredo ($9.95), and the Chicken
Murphy ($9.95), which comes with a
creamy pink sauce with mushrooms and
pepperoncinis served over spaghetti.
Brennan said the restaurant prides
itself on the freshness of its ingredients.
“We don’t even have a microwave
[at Baris],” she said. “That is how fresh
everything is.”

Cheryl and Tony Bardhi moved from New York City to Pflugerville in 1997 and opened Baris Pizza & Pasta.

A taste of Pflugerville:
Baris’ specialties
Appetizers
Baris offers Italian dining classics
such as Caesar salad with anchovies
($6.95), which can be enjoyed with
complimentary, freshly baked garlic
dinner rolls.

Pizza
Pizza is one of Baris’ most popular
menu items, Manager Annalyss
Brennen said. Pizzas can be
ordered in a variety of sizes
(10 inches–16 inches), styles
(Neapolitan or deep-dish Sicilian)
and ingredients including specialty
toppings such as artichokes,
meatballs and spinach. A threetopping large Neapolitan-style pizza
costs $13.25.

Children’s menu
Baris offers a children’s menu with
dishes such as chicken parmigiana
($4.95), served with breaded
chicken and topped with sauce and
mozzarella and includes a side of
spaghetti.

Baris Pizza & Pasta
Heatherwilde B
lvd
.

Photos by JP Eichmiller

By JP Eichmiller
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1501 W. Pecan St.
512-989-8900
www.barispizzaandpasta.com
Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

1200 Pecan Street W, Pflugerville 512.251.BARK (2275)
Mon – Fri 7am – 6pm, Saturday 8am – Noon

Quality, compassionate care since 1980.
See our website for discounts and fun events!
www.ctah.biz
WELLNESS/VACCINES
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT/SENIOR CARE
GENERAL & ADVANCED SURGERY
SPAY & NEUTER
LASER THERAPY/DENTISTRY
DOG & CAT GROOMING

Offer valid through 4/21/13 at participating DQ locations only. All trademarks owned by Am. D.Q.
Corp. or O.J. of Am. © 2013. ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2013. © 2013 Great
Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE GIFT
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Burger University

Restaurant seeks to expand in Central Texas

A

fter almost a year of doing
business just up the road from
Round Rock on the Georgetown
Square, Burger University co-owner
Alan Grimsley estimates he has served
more than 60,000 burgers.
Prior to opening the restaurant, Grimsley ran Star Burger in Liberty Hill. The restaurant burned down in November 2011.
Grimsley hoped to rebuild a new
Star Burger location in Liberty Hill
and posted an ad on Craigslist to find
an investor. He ended up meeting Rob
and Carmen May, who own the Lockett
Building at 119 W. Seventh St.
The couple had been looking for someone to help open a burger restaurant in
the historic building that had once served
as a meat market and has since been home
to several different restaurants.
“[Rob] brought me to this building and
said, ‘What do you think about this?’”
Grimsley said. “I was born in Georgetown. [This restaurant] drew me back to
my hometown.”
The trio decided to name the restaurant
Burger University because of the city’s ties
to Southwestern University and created
the restaurant’s menu, which they call
a curriculum, featuring college-themed
items, he said.

Food challenge

Burger University
7th St.
Main St.

Austin Ave.

Rock St.

Forest St.

8th St.

“We put our heads together and made
a list of names. … We wanted it to be
college-towny, very old-school and something that could fit in with the traditional
values of the downtown,” Grimsley said.
“We just went crazy for a couple of weeks
and designed everything.”
Along with burgers made with fresh
ingredients, the curriculum features
handmade french fries, onion rings,
salads and milkshakes. Grimsley said he
has plans to update the menu during the
spring, which could mean new burger toppings and selections. The restaurant also
features a beer and wine menu.
Grimsley said he and his partners are
looking for future locations to grow the
business.
“We want to set up the restaurant for
future growth,” he said. “We want to build
this company. ... In 20 years we hope this
is the flagship for a major franchise.”
Grimsley said the company is looking
for two new locations in Central Texas
that have a similar feel of the current
space, including being located near a college or university.
The restaurant will celebrate its first
anniversary April 12 from 5–
10 p.m. with live music, food and drink
specials and door prizes.

St.Georgetown
119 W. Seventh9th
St.,
512-863-0100
www.burgeruniversity.net
Sun.–Mon. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.,
Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

Diners wanting to test the strength of their
stomachs can take part in The Full Ride eating
challenge, which costs $35.99 for those who
cannot complete the meal. Participants must
consume five 1-pound burgers with a side of
fries in less than 60 minutes.
“The food challenge goes back to me
watching too much food TV,” co-owner Alan
Grimsley said.
Winners are placed on the Dean’s List and
earn a T-shirt and the chance to compete in
the 8-lb. Burger Challenge at no cost. Winners
of that challenge can win $1,000. Grimsley
said he is contemplating increasing the grand
prize amount.

Photos by Beth Wade

By Beth Wade

Burger University co-owners Alan Grimsley and Carmen May designed the college-themed restaurant.

Mascot Burger
The Burger University Mascot Burger
($5.99 single patty, $7.99 double patty)
is served with blue cheese, bacon and
grilled onions. Diners can personalize
their burgers with lettuce, tomato, onions,
pickles and condiments.
The menu also offers a selection of addons such as bacon, cheese selections
and a variety of different buns, including
a gluten-free option.

Homemade onion rings
Burger University co-owner Alan
Grimsley said the restaurant’s onion
rings and french fry recipes were
adapted from an old family recipe he
learned from his father and grandmother.
Other sides—or minors, as they are
referred to on the menu—include sweet
potato fries and fried pickle spears.
The restaurant also offers a sampler
platter of all four minors.

Designing the curriculum
Grimsley said once the restaurant owners
decided on the theme, he began creating
the menu. Using college-themed names,
the menu reads like a university brochure.
Financial aid, or discounts, is available for
students, faculty and senior citizens.
Burger University blankets are also
available for checkout if diners decide
to picnic on the Square.
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Round Rock Christian Academy
Please call
(512)255-4491
to schedule a tour

301-A North Lake Creek Drive | Round Rock, TX
512-255-4491 | www.rrca-tx.org
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Angelheart

Round Rock agency finds children foster homes for healing

S

ince opening in 2007, Angel“We started Angelheart to have
heart has found adoptive
the opportunity to effectively train
homes for more than 100
caregivers to help children with sigchildren and places approximately
nificant behavior issues have a stable
90 children per year in prescreened
setting to live until more long-term
foster homes.
placement decisions could be made,”
The Round Rock organization
Falco said.
provides foster and adoption care
The organization shut down its
for children ages 1 week through
full-time shelter in 2011 to focus on
18 years old and contracts with the
placing children in foster and adopstate to find
tive homes.
homes for the “Being in this realm, you see
The smaller
children.
operation
that these kids just need
“If we can,
has allowed
good homes.”
we put them
Angelheart to
— Meghann Oldis,
in one of our
spend more
Angelheart foster home developer
foster homes,”
time getting to
Angelheart
know potenFoster Home Developer Meghann
tial families.
Oldis said. “I think that it’s important
Before any children are placed,
to find families that are going to help
prospective parents go through a
kids heal and feel secure and loved in
screening with Angelheart staff.
their home setting.”
Oldis looks for families who genuAngelheart was first started in
inely want to help children in need.
2002 by Executive Director She“Being in this realm, you see that
lia Falco and operated a full-time
these kids just need good homes,”
shelter for children. Falco founded
she said. “We really try to screen our
Angelheart after the shelter at which
families and see that they have kids’
she was working shut down. After
best interests at heart and that kids
buying out the shelter’s facility,
can really heal in their home.”
Angelheart was born.
When the state has children to be

placed, the agency selects families
based on each child’s behaviors and
the family’s compatibility.
After the child is placed, Angelheart continues to play a part in each
child’s life, with case worker visits at
least twice a month, respite and babysitting care for foster families and
activities for children. Foster families
also communicate daily via email and
phone to keep the agency updated.
Anyone interested in helping the
agency can make tax-deductible
donations or volunteer, Oldis said.
The agency uses volunteers for projects such as making baked goods for
parties and folding donated clothes.
Angelheart’s main mission,
through placing children in homes,
is to help children heal from past
neglect or abuse. Oldis said the care
of a foster family can have a lifelong
impact on a child.
“Some kids have never even had
a bed of their own or anything like
that when they come into [foster]
homes, so we really try to place kids
in homes that we think are going to
be successful,” she said.
For more information about
Angelheart, call 512-310-9857.

Becoming a foster parent

Angelheart helps place children with local foster families.

Agency fundraiser
April 25 Toast to Awareness
7–9 p.m.
$50 per ticket, 512-310-9857
Kindred Oaks events center, 2100 CR 176, Georgetown
Enjoy wine tastings, dinner and jazz.

Donations

Who: Potential foster parents must be at least 25 years old,
have an income, pass criminal background checks and be able
to complete training. Relatives caring for related children can
also become licensed foster parents with Angelheart.

Where: Most of Angelheart’s foster families live in Round Rock,
Pflugerville, Cedar Park and the Austin area. Families looking to
work with Angelheart must live within a certain region. For more
information, contact the agency.

What: Foster parents must be committed to the well-being and
individual growth of any child or children placed in their home.
Families willing to serve older teens and sibling groups are
especially needed.

Why: Angelheart believes foster families can make big
differences in children’s lives, and providing a safe home can
positively affect the child for a lifetime. Foster homes can be
the beginning steps to helping children heal from abuse and
neglect they may have endured.

When: Once the agency is contacted by the state to place
children, the agency will look at possible homes and make
placements based on family and child compatibility.

Courtesy Angelheart

By Korri Kezar

How: Families interested in fostering or adopting children
are screened by Angelheart and must complete a three-day
training held during three consecutive Saturdays. The agency is
then responsible for determining family and child compatibility.

The shelter welcomes donations, which are all taxdeductible.
Clothes
(gently used, all sizes)
• Jeans
• Shirts/blouses
• Underwear
• Shoes/socks
Gift certificates
• Movie tickets
• Old Navy
• Target
• Walmart

Toiletries
• Shampoo
• Conditioner
• Soaps
School/art supplies
• Paper/spiral notebooks
• Pens
• Pencils
• Folders
• Markers
• Backpacks

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Benefiting Round Rock Area Serving Center and Local Charities
Saturday,
Satu
day May 4th
4th, 201
2013

TERAVISTA GOLF CLUB • ROUND ROCK, TX
For registration and sponsorship information contact:
Edward LeBlanc, 512-496-5675, or edward.leb@gmail.com

“TREASURES”

12th Annual “Charity Begins at Home”

RESALE STORE

1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture
resale store that is open to the public. Revenue from sales supports the food pantry
and social service programs. Donations of
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation:

Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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PFLUGERVILLE BICYCLE RODEO
APRIL 27 » 9am–1pm
PFLUGERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT » 1301 W. PECAN
BICYCLE SAFETY INSTRUCTION BICYCLE REGISTRATION
CHILD ID KITS » EXPLORE A REAL FIRE TRUCK
PARTICIPATE IN A BICYCLE CHALLENGE COURSE
PLEASE BRING YOUR BICYCLE AND WEAR YOUR HELMET!
LOANER BIKES AVAILABLE FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.

WWW.PFLUGERVILLETX.GOV/BIKERODEO

DEUTSCHEN PFEST 5K
PFUN RUN AND KIDS 1K
MAY 19 » 8am Start » $25 » 203 E. Pecan
PFUN RUN PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE A DRI-FIT T-SHIRT THAT
WILL ALLOW FOR FREE ADMISSION TO DEUTSCHEN PFEST
ACTIVITIES AT PFLUGER PARK. EACH KIDS K PARTICIPANT WILL
RECEIVE A TROPHY AND A DRI-FIT T-SHIRT.
PACKET PICKUP MAY 16–17 AT PFLUGERVILLE RECREATION CENTER,
400 IMMANUEL RD. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.

WWW.PFLUGERVILLETX.GOV/DPFESTRUN

Let ADC Keep
You Moving
It’s walking and running season in
Central Texas. Now is the time to
take care of your feet. Because,
when your feet hurt, everything
hurts.
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
podiatrists can help with aches
and strains and more complicated
foot issues. We’ll get you up, on
your feet and doing what you love.

Call 512-901-4065
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
12221 MoPac Expressway, 3rd Floor S.
512-901-1111 | ADClinic.com
My Health, My Podiatrist, My ADC

Jean Hertel, DPM
Thuy Ho-Ellsworth, DPM
Nolaska Souliotis, DPM
Ana Urukalo, DPM
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The Texas 4000 cycling team plans to ride from Austin to Anchorage, Alaska, in 70 days starting June 2.

Nonprofit

Texas 4000

Team bikes to Alaska in fight against cancer
By Lyndsey Taylor

panhandled on Fifth Street and Lamar
Boulevard to raise the funds, he said.
“[It’s] being able to fight back and do
something to show that I’m a survivor, and
this is what you can do with your life after
you have survived cancer,” he said. “You
can go on and do great things like this. You
can give back, and you can live.”
As part of the June 1 kickoff for the trip,
the nonprofit hosts the Atlas Ride, which
allows Central Texans to ride with the
team in the first 25, 50 or 75 miles from
Cedar Park to Lampasas, Pyburn said.
For information on the Atlas Ride, visit
www.texas4000.org.

Burnin’ rubber
Texas 4000 team
members have ridden

2 million
miles

4,500 miles
from Austin
to Anchorage

in 10 years

5

5,000

peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches consumed
per ride

flat tires per day
(average)

4

gallons of sunscreen
used per ride

Texas 4000
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his summer, 71 University of
Texas at Austin students will take
a 70-day journey to Anchorage,
Alaska, on a charity bicycle ride that is
more than twice as long as the Tour de
France.
The students are part of Texas 4000, an
organization that hosts the longest charity
bicycle ride for cancer awareness in the
world. On June 2, the Texas 4000 team
plans to split into three groups, each with
their own route to Alaska. The team will
sleep in churches, gymnasiums, campsites
and with host families throughout the trip.
Austin-based Jack & Adam’s Bicycles
offers the cyclists a discount on their bikes,
and most lodging is donated by various
benefactors, Texas 4000 Program Director
Lance Pyburn said.
At each of their stops, riders will give
presentations to inform people about cancer, prevention and healthy living.
“We’re trying to inspire people we meet
across the country,” Pyburn said.
Prior to their departure, students must
raise at least $4,500 and ride at least 1,500
miles with their teammates.
So far, rider and cancer survivor Bucky
Ribbeck has raised more than $21,000 for
the trip with a goal of reaching $25,000.
Ribbeck said he does not consider himself
to be a cyclist but that Texas 4000 is a good
reason to become one.
“It’s great because this organization
opens up the opportunity for people who
aren’t necessarily the best cyclists to come
out and show that they are willing to
become cyclists for an extended period of
time to fight this disease,” Ribbeck said.
Ribbeck was diagnosed in May 2009
with a bone cancer called Ewing’s sarcoma;
he was 17 years old. He joined Texas 4000
to be an example to others fighting cancer.
Ribbeck reached out to social connections,
wrote letters to friends and family, and
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Outdoor dining
French Quarter

Compiled by Korri Kezar

901 Round Rock Ave., Ste. D, Round Rock
512-433-6402
www.frenchquarterroundrock.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. (lunch),
Mon.–Thu. 5–9 p.m. and Fri.–Sat. 5–10 p.m. (dinner)

With April upon us, restaurant patios will
again fill up with diners looking to enjoy the
Central Texas spring weather. We have compiled a list of some of the popular local dining
establishments that offer outdoor, full-service
dining, along with food and beverage recommendations from the owners and managers.
This list is not meant to be comprehensive and
does not include every area restaurant with
outdoor seating options.

sauce and served over herb butter garlic cream sauce with a
spinach and tomato Florentine). McGrew recommends a pairing
from the restaurant’s wine selection or a specialty drink such
as a hurricane or French 75.

Enjoy Cajun-style cuisine with menu options such as gumbo,
etouffee and other seafood. Drink options include specialty
drinks, beer and liquor such as cognacs and cordials. The patio
offers year-round dining, live music and private events and
seats 40 in a covered area, 20 in a gravel area and 12 on an
uncovered deck.

Homefield Grill
2000 S. I-35, Round Rock
512-388-4663
www.homefieldgrill.com
Hours: Sun. 10 a.m.–11 p.m., Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight and Sat. 11 a.m.–1 a.m.

General Manager Jere Whiteside said customers cannot go
wrong with the French Quarter Salmon, which is served with
prosciutto, topped with fresh basil pesto, chilled crab and fresh
tomato and drizzled with balsamic reduction. To complement the
dish, Whiteside recommends a glass of Galan Sauvignon Blanc.

El Monumento

Homefield Grill offers daily specials and a variety of salads,
sandwiches and burgers made with Texas-grown Nolan Ryan
beef. Drinks include seasonal draft beer picks. A partially
covered patio seats 50 and includes fans to keep customers
cool.

205 W. Second St., Georgetown
512-591-7866
www.elmonumentogeorgetown.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

Manager Jeanette Murphy recommends the fried pork cheek,
served with fried parsley and corn tortillas, and the Eight Hour
Margarita, which is infused with ingredients over the course of
eight hours before being served.

Vice President of Operations Walt Powell recommends
selections from the restaurant’s new menu, including the
cilantro orange chicken skewers appetizer, made from chicken
breasts glazed with orange peanut sauce, and the chickenfried beef short ribs as an entree. To drink, Powell recommends
Adelbert’s Naked Nun beer.

Junior’s Grill and Icehouse
119 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-310-7777
www.juniorsgrillroundrock.weebly.com
Hours: Sun.–Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight, Sat. 11 a.m–closing

Courtesy French Quarter

Fresh-from-the-garden ingredients are used for menu options including green chile pork stew (traditional pork stew
with tomato, garlic, onion and green chiles), costillas de res
(slow-braised beef short ribs, onion and carrots in achiote beef
broth) and mole de pato (duck hindquarter with Xico mole). The
patio hosts live music and seats approximately 150 guests, and
some tables overlook the San Gabriel River.

French Quarter

Located in downtown Round Rock, the restaurant offers live
music, trivia and other daily events on its patio. Food selections
include burgers, sandwiches and quesadillas, while drink options
range from 18 beers on draft to mixed beverages and wine.

Gumbo’s North
701 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-4214
www.gumbosnorth.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. (lunch); Mon. 5–9 p.m.,
Tue.–Sat. 5–10 p.m. (dinner); and Sun. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
(brunch)

Manager Sarah McGrew recommends guest favorites including
Crawfish Eddy (served with herb-buttered toast in a creamy
tarragon sauce) and stuffed rainbow trout (stuffed with shrimp
and crawfish tails, pan-sauteed and topped with bearnaise

Co-owner Amanda Langer recommends an order of fried pickles
or chips and salsa with one of the restaurant’s draft beers.

Courtesy Gumbo’s North

Courtesy El Monumento

The restaurant serves authentic Cajun and Creole cuisine with
lunch specialties including a crawfish po’ boy and muffalettas,
and dinner selections such as the St. Michael (blackened steak
with Cajun herbs and spices, topped with sauteed crawfish
tails) and tortilla-crusted salmon (pan-sauteed, topped with
sauteed crabcake and served over chipotle cream sauce,
freshly sliced avocados and jalapeño corn relish). Live music
and special events are held on the patio, which seats 40–50
guests and overlooks the Georgetown Square.

El Monumento

guide

BUY 1 SANDWICH
GET 1 HALF OFF

ENJOY THE

ARCHITECTURE OF

LIMIT 2 PER CUSTOMER

1905…WITH THE
COMFORT OF THE

BRISKET * SAUSAGE
RIBS * TURKEY BREAST
CHOPPED BEEF

21ST CENTURY.

You are invited to enjoy the accommodations of Pecan Manor Bed & Breakfast.
Spending the night or inviting friends for a special event, come and delight in
the house, its magnificent century-old pecan trees, expansive lawns, swimming
pool and luxurious guest rooms. Traditional breakfast menus are designed for
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819 Hackberry Street • Taylor, TX 76574 • www.pecanmanorbb.com • 512-365-0893

Gumbo’s North

CALL ABOUT OUR
SMALL PARTY
CATERING

Open Thurs-Sat 11am-2pm & 4pm-8pm
Sun 11am-2pm
LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED
206A FARLEY ST HUTTO, TX 78634
512-789-4103

WWW.SKILLETSBARBECUE.COM

PBK Stem & Stein

Assistant General Manager Eric Kuykendall said customers
enjoy the restaurant’s chicken-fried steak and chicken-fried
chicken as well as the Not Your Mama’s Shrimp and Grits plate,
which includes sauteed bacon-wrapped shrimp served on top
of creamy cheese grits and topped with spicy tomato-chipotle
sauce. To drink, Kuykendall recommends a specialty martini or
margarita.

Morelia Mexican Grill
18900 Limestone Commercial Drive, Ste. 110, Pflugerville
512-670-3463
www.moreliamexicangrill.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. and Sat. 11 a.m.–2 a.m.
The restaurant offers traditional Mexican cuisine including
enchiladas, chalupas and flautas, as well as seafood and grill
specialties. Its Pflugerville location’s patio seats approximately
70 guests.

Rio Grande Tex-Mex Restaurant
560 Hwy. 79, Hutto;
15821 Central Commerce Drive, Pflugerville
512-759-1449 (Hutto); 512-252-1800 (Pflugerville)
www.riograndemex.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.–
10:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–10:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.–9 p.m.

Manager Sylvia Miranda recommends guests try the
restaurant’s fajitas, which are made with different types of
sauces; the fried avocados; or the pollo conquistador, a
chicken breast stuffed with shrimp, pico de gallo and cheese
and topped with mushrooms in a cream sauce. Miranda’s
recommended drinks include the mango-flavored mojito
and Abuelita Margarita, which is made with peach and other
tropical flavors.

The restaurant strives to offer the best in food presentation,
fresh ingredients and service and offers Tex-Mex favorites such
as queso, tacos, chalupas and enchiladas. Specialty drinks
include horchata, a sweet, milky beverage. The patio at the
restaurant’s Hutto location seats approximately 40 customers,
and the Pflugerville location’s patio seats approximately 30.

PBK Stem & Stein

Hutto location Manager Daisy Cisneros recommends the carne
gratinada, a charbroiled beef fajita steak topped with melted
Monterey Jack cheese, sauteed mushrooms, onions and bell
peppers. To drink, the restaurant offers the Hippo Margarita, a
top-shelf drink with orange color to salute Hutto’s mascot.

111 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-251-3810
www.pbkstemandstein.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 4:30 p.m.–close, Sat. 3 p.m.–close
Tucked into downtown Pflugerville, the restaurant offers
menu options ranging from double-cut bone-in pork chops
smothered in tomatoes and okra to fried chicken with bacon
cinnamon waffles. Drink options include Texan beers and a
variety of wines by the glass or bottle.

Westside Alehouse

Salt Lick
3350 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
512-386-1044
www.saltlickbbq.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
The taste of Salt Lick’s barbecue—produced by searing meat
and then slow-cooking it over wood fires—is served with
selections such as beef and pork ribs, sausage and turkey.
Entrees can be topped off with cobbler or pecan pie and
washed down with sweet tea. The patio includes a playscape
for children and a bandstand for live music, which seats
approximately 100 guests.
Manager Wade Weihausen recommends the Thurman’s
Choice, which includes brisket, pork ribs and sausage and is
served with coleslaw, beans and potato salad on the side.

Bryan Gano, general manager and executive chef, recommends
guests start with the crabcakes with red pepper aioli or the
shrimp diablos, followed by fried catfish with sauteed green
shrimp rémoulade as an entree. For drinks, Gano recommends
beer lovers try the Rogness Brewery seasonal or the
Philosophizer from Adelbert’s Brewery’s. Wine lovers should try
the Origine Sauvignion Blanc from Russian River Valley, Calif.,
or Bench Cabernet from Alexander Valley, Calif. The patio seats
90 guests and features live music, free monthly beer and wine
tastings and seafood boils each weekend in April.

Westside Alehouse
1500 N. I-35, Round Rock
512-238-8438
www.westsidealehouse.com
Hours: Sun.–Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight, Sat. 11 a.m.–1 a.m.
The restaurant offers a variety of alcoholic drink selections,
including local beer and liquor, as well as food options such as
burgers, wings and other grill specialties. The patio hosts trivia
nights, live music and other events and seats approximately
100 guests.
Traci Rodriguez

Reunion Grille
1501 E. New Hope Drive, Cedar Park
512-528-5644
www.reuniongrille.com
Hours: Sun.–Wed. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Thu. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–midnight
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Guests can enjoy brunch selections such as brioche French
toast and cowboy hash, lunch selections including Cedar Park
Meatloaf and the Whitestone Ranch Pork Chop and dinner selections such as the 5 Napkin Pulled Pork Sandwich or Austin
Amber Braised Sausages. The patio hosts an outdoor bar and
restroom, a children’s playscape, a stage for live music and
seats approximately 200.

Courtesy Westside Alehouse

Annie Drabicky

FEATURES

BUY ONE DINNER PLATE AND 1 BEVERAGE
AND GET THE SECOND DINNER OF EQUAL OR
LESSER VALUE FOR FREE UP TO $10.00

ONE PER TABLE, NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.
VALID 11AM–3PM. EXPIRES 05/02/13

ONE PER TABLE, NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.
VALID 3PM–12AM. EXPIRES 05/02/13

1500 North IH 35 • Round Rock , TX 78681
512-238-8438 • http://westsidea lehouse.com
Hours of Operation: Sunday - Friday: 11:00am - Midnight • Saturday: 11:00am - 1:00am

Manager Corey Matthews recommends a customer-favorite
burger or order of wings topped off with a (512) Brewing Co. beer.

First Class Craft Beer Pub with 60 Beers on Tap
Over 250 Beers Selections

Fine Wine | Spirits | Cigars
Come relax on our spacious patio!

WWW.THEBRASSTAP.COM
204 East Main Street | Round Rock, TX 78664 | 512-341-2337

COMING IN MAY!

BUY ONE LUNCH PLATE AND GET THE
SECOND LUNCH OF EQUAL OR
LESSER VALUE FOR FREE UP TO $8.00

Reunion Grille

34

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

FEATURES

Prete Plaza

Centennial Plaza

221 E. Main Street

301 W. Bagdad Street

Street Fair
and Atomic Garage Custom Car Show

Barbette Centennial 100-Yard Dash

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Crafts, food and fun!

4 p.m.

Dash in costume!

Centennial Concert

Music on Main Street

5 to 10 p.m.

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Featured acts

Featured acts

11 a.m. Willy Welch (children)
12 p.m. Leland Williams
1 p.m. Magnificient 7
2 p.m. The Follow Through
3 p.m. Rick Steinburg and the Stonecastle
Family Band
3:30 p.m. Sam Riggs Band

5 p.m. Chris Castaneda Project
6:45 p.m. Round Rock Symphony Orchestra
7 p.m. Carolyn Wonderland
9 p.m. Dale Watson
Bring lawn chair or blanket for concert

Free Shuttle Service

Micki Krebsbach Pool, 301 Deepwood Drive
10 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Saturday, April 27
Downtown Round Rock

roundrocktexas.gov/centennial
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ROund rock

Round Rock’s centennial

City marks celebration with dedication of downtown plaza

T

he first recorded history of Western expansion into the Round Rock area dates back to the
1830s—an era when the region still belonged
to Mexico and was predominantly populated by the
Tonkawa and Comanche Indian tribes.
It took more than 80 years and one failed attempt at
creating a city government, but in December 1912, the
residents of Round Rock voted to incorporate the town
and soon after elected their first mayor and City Council.
Within a year of its incorporation, the city’s residents
had created a local school district, Round Rock ISD, and
installed the first street lights and speed limit signs.
“We were founded back in the 1830s,” said Kristin
Brown, Round Rock special event coordinator. “[Residents] voted to incorporate in [1877], but in the [1890s]
that resolution was dissolved. So 1912 was when our last
incorporation was. The official date was Dec. 21, 1912.”
Brown said the city held off on celebrating the centennial in December to avoid conflicts with holiday events.
Round Rock’s early history was marked by outlaws
such as the infamous John Wesley Hardin and Sam Bass,
along with the post–Civil War railroad expansion that
opened up the area to new travelers and immigration. By
the end of the first decade of the 20th century, however,
the city had matured into a rural-based community able
to support local businesses.
“It is interesting how many times Round Rock was

known for something in different industries,” said Bob
Brinkman, coordinator of the Historical Markers Program for the Texas Historical Commission.
According to Brinkman’s research, some of Round
Rock’s notable early industries, businesses and employers included Round Rock White Lime Co., Round Rock
Broom Co. and Trinity Lutheran College.
In 1928, at the precipice of the Great Depression, the
Round Rock Cheese Factory opened and became a crucial component of the city’s economy during the Depression years by supporting local jobs and farmers.
“[The cheese factory] was perfectly timed for when
agricultural prices collapsed right before and during the
stock market crash,” Brinkman said.
Regional transportation also played a major factor in
Round Rock’s development. In 1928, the city beat Taylor
and Manor in a competition to secure the route of State
Highway 2. SH 2 became the precursor to Hwy. 81,
opened in 1934, which in turn laid out the path for I-35,
which opened through Round Rock in 1968.
“If Taylor had been on the road that became the
interstate ... they would be the city of 100,000, and Round
Rock would be the sleepy little hamlet of a few thousand,” Brinkman said.
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of its current incorporation, the City of Round Rock is hosting a
centennial celebration April 27. The schedule of events

1928
Courtesy Bob Brinkman

Round Rock is awarded part
of the route of State Highway
2 over competing cities
including Taylor and Manor.

Round Rock’s
population is
1,245.

1920

1930

1940

Residents of Round Rock
approve the incorporation of
the city by a 67–64 vote
Dec. 21. Jack Jordan,
manager of the town’s
baseball team, is elected the
first mayor of Round Rock.

The Round Rock Premium
Outlets, the Alan R. Baca
Center and the Central Texas
Turnpike System—which
includes SH 45 N and SH
130—all open in Round Rock.

Round Rock’s
population is 30,923.

1960

Courtesy Bob Brinkman

Hwy. 81 is built through
Round Rock and lays the
path for the future route of
I-35.

The Scott & White
University Branch
Medical Center and
IKEA open in North
Round Rock.

1990

1950

1934

2007

Round Rock’s
population is 1,683.

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

2010

1951
Direct-dial telephones replace
operator switchboard service
in Round Rock.

1994

2005

Round Rock’s
population is 99,887.

The Round Rock Higher Education Center, a
partnership of Texas State University–Round Rock
and Austin Community College, opens.

Dell Inc. and the City of Round
Rock announce an incentive deal to
relocate the company’s corporate
headquarters from Austin.

1950
Courtesy Bob Brinkman

1912

2006

Eighty-two rail cars are
accidentally released at
a Round Rock switching
station. The line of cars
reportedly reach speeds
of 60 miles per hour
before 15 of the cars
carrying chemicals derail
in East Round Rock. The
resulting fire burns for
three days and forces the
evacuation of more than
5,000 residents.

1950

1913
The Round Rock Institute is
destroyed by a fire in February.
In response, voters approve
the creation of Round Rock
ISD by a vote of 55–2 on May
17, along with the construction
of Round Rock High School,
the current location of C.D.
Fulkes Middle School. The girls’
basketball team wins the county
championship the following year.

The City of Round Rock is hosting a day and evening of
events April 27 to recognize its centennial year and the
dedication of the new Centennial Plaza located behind the
McConico Building. For information, call 512-218-5447 or
visit www.roundrocktexas.gov/centennial.

Louis Henna and his
wife, Billie Sue, donate
the land and buildings
to found the Texas
Baptist Children’s
Home in Round Rock.

Courtesy Round Rock Express

1910

Centennial celebration

Dec. 12, 1982

Courtesy Bob Brinkman

1910

includes concerts, a street fair, a custom car show and
the dedication of the soon-to-be-completed Centennial Plaza, a multiuse outdoor music and event facility
located adjacent to the McConico Building.
“[The Centennial Plaza] is amazing,” Brown said. “It
has gone from an amphitheater surrounded by dust and
grass, to a two-stage facility. They have built another stage
that will be able to accommodate close to 1,000 folks.”
The new plaza is another step toward the city’s goal of
realizing the Downtown Master Plan approved by City
Council in 2010. The overall vision of the plan aims to
rejuvenate the downtown area while also retaining the
connections to the city’s past.

Following years of bridge
and road construction,
I-35 opens up through
Round Rock.

The Round Rock Cheese
Factory opens. The company
is credited with supplying
up to two-thirds of the
city’s economic earnings
during some of the Great
Depression years.

Ten Baylor students—including six
members of the men’s basketball
team—are killed when a train collides
with their bus in Round Rock.

Round Rock’s new Centennial Plaza is set to be unveiled April 27.

1968

1928

Jan. 22, 1927

JP Eichmiller

By JP Eichmiller

1998
Voters approve the use of hotel tax revenue to
fund a Minor League Baseball stadium—later
named The Dell Diamond. An ownership group led
by Nolan Ryan brings the Round Rock Express to
the city in 2000.
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LEARN MORE

ONLINE: goamplify.com/mortgage5
PHONE: 512-836-5901

1. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) offer is subject to approval of credit and loan guidelines. Rates as of 3/13/2013 range from 2.875% (3.181%% APR) to 3.375%(3.202% APR). Rate
add-ons may apply for condominiums, Texas Home Equity, or jumbo loan amounts. The final rate and term offered to you will be determined by your credit history and collateral offered.
Minimum credit score of 680 required to be eligible for advertised rate. For example, as of 3/13/2012 a $200,000 loan amount financed
at 2.875% interest (3.181% APR) for 30 years, with a 1% Origination Fee and a 20% down payment, would result in 360 monthly principal
and interest payments of $829.78 with a final payment of $850.35. Lock in fee required to secure rate. Fees and charges apply and may
vary by product. Subject to underwriting approval. Application required; not all applicants will be approved. Membership required. Texas
property, primary residence, property insurance, and proper documentation required. Loan secured by a lien against your property.
Taxes and insurance extra. Terms, conditions, and restrictions apply. Rates, loan products, and fees subject to change without notice.
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Georgetown Construction began
in February on northbound I-35 frontage roads and ramps from Westinghouse
Road to Hwy. 29 that are expected to
increase mobility and safety in the area.
“In Georgetown, we have discontinuous
frontage roads through town,” said Mark
Jones, Texas Department of Transportation area engineer. “Closing the gap on
the northbound frontage road is the big
picture. What that does is complete that
frontage road system in that area.”
The project, which could take about
1 1/2 years to complete, will add a northbound two-lane frontage road between
Hwy. 29 and just south of S.E. Inner
Loop—including a bridge structure—auxiliary lanes on the frontage road and main
lanes of I-35, and a turnaround bridge
north of Leander Road/FM 2243. The
project will also remove and replace northbound ramps and add sidewalks from S.E.
Inner Loop to Westinghouse Road.
“This project is part of an overall transportation plan that we are dealing with
in that southern region of Georgetown,”
said Valerie Covey, Williamson County
Precinct 3 commissioner.

TxDOT estimates that within 20 years,
nearly 30,000 cars a day will travel the
new frontage road system.
The new frontage road lanes are
expected to help TxDOT and other agencies handle incidents that happen on
I-35 and offer a way to direct traffic off
the interstate if the road needs to be shut
down, Jones said.
“We will be able to have that ability to
do so with frontage roads, and right now
we don’t have that ability,” Jones said,
adding that in the current configuration
if traffic was rerouted off I-35, the only
option for northbound travelers is to take
Austin Avenue through downtown.
“It’s pretty obvious, especially when the
interstate shuts down—our office is right
here on Austin Avenue—the whole interstate is right on Austin Avenue,” Jones
said. “It’s going to improve some of the
congestion and mobility through town,
we suspect.”
The project will also reconfigure the
Leander Road and S.E. Inner Loop
intersections.
“Right now if you’re on Inner Loop,
you can’t get on I-35 to go north directly,”

Beth Wade

Construction begins on new I-35 frontage roads

Williamson County broke ground on new northbound frontage roads and ramps from Westinghouse Road to
Hwy. 29 that are expected to increase mobility in the area.

Covey said.
She said the project will also add a
secondary entrance to St. David’s Georgetown Hospital, which can now only be
reached from Scenic Drive.
“One good reason [for the frontage
roads] is the connectivity with the hospital,” she said.

Covey said access to the hospital would
allow for quicker response times for emergency vehicles.
“By providing more direct access to
the hospital from I-35, this new frontage
road will save lives,” said Hugh Brown, St.
David’s Georgetown Hospital CEO.
Full story by Beth Wade

Austin With companies such as
Apple Inc., Dell Inc., National Instruments Corp., Samsung and Visa Inc.
expanding offices or building new
facilities, commercial real estate in the
Northwest Austin area is booming.
On March 7, Austin City Council
approved an economic development
agreement with NI to add about 1,000
jobs and construct a 300,000-square-foot
facility on about 8.5 acres adjacent to its
headquarters at 11500 N. MoPac.
In December, council approved an
incentive deal with Visa that includes
its new Global IT Center opening in
Research Park Plaza at 12301 Research
Blvd., just south of McNeil Drive. Visa is
expected to create at least 794 jobs.
Twenty percent of commercial real
estate activity in the Austin area is taking
place in Northwest Austin, said Doug
Swanson, director of regional client services for Xceligent’s Central Texas market.
Xceligent collects data on commercial real
estate in the U.S., including information
on tenants, buildings available for sale
and for lease, and historical trends.
In Northwest Austin, vacancy rates
are low, absorption—the rate at which
available space is leased—is high and
rental rates are on the rise, Swanson said.

Because demand is high and the area has
a low supply of available commercial real
estate space, it is a good time for developers to build more inventory, he said.
“Northwest is a good submarket [of
Austin],” Swanson said. “Things are happening in the Northwest.”
From September to December in
2012, the biggest changes in occupancy
occurred mostly in North and Northwest
Austin, according to Xceligent’s market
data report. The reports track singleand multi-tenant office buildings greater
than 20,000 square feet in size, excluding
medical, government and owner-occupied buildings.
One recent lease is SailPoint Technologies, which moved into 38,350 square
feet at Four Points Centre, located near
RM 2222 and RM 620, in 2012. Earlier
in 2012, University Federal Credit Union
bought a 246,000-square-foot building at
8303 N. MoPac near Steck Avenue to serve
as its corporate headquarters. UFCU
intended to occupy 100,000 square feet in
2013 and lease the remaining space.
Research Park Plaza has seen a great
deal of activity in the past year. In May
2012, Emerson Process Management
moved from its office in Research Park
Plaza to La Frontera off SH 45 N in Round

Lyndsey Taylor

Businesses’ growth boosts office occupancy

Although Emerson Process Management moved out of Research Park Plaza in May 2012, the office park
has seen a lot of activity since then from companies such as Visa and Austin-based HomeAway.

Rock. Since then, two entities—the FBI,
which has leased 49,000 square feet, and
Austin-based vacation rental company
HomeAway, which has leased 30,606
square feet—have signed on at Research
Park Plaza. Those leases are in addition
to Visa’s announcement that it leased
175,000 square feet at the office park.
Some companies, such as NI, are opting
to build their own office space. In September, construction began on Apple’s

Americas Operations Center at the Riata
Office Complex, located on Parmer Lane
at Delcour Drive just south of McNeil
Drive. Apple also leased an additional
27,361 square feet of space across the
street from its existing campus on Riata
Vista Circle.
Apple’s new facilities will include seven
office buildings and three parking garages
on 38 acres.
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor
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Buisness

family had a pinball game, “Space Invaders,” at home, and Darren had always
played arcade games during summer
vacations to the beach. In opening the
arcade in Austin, the couple said they
wanted to offer residents something different that was also family-friendly.
t Rd.

Full story by Amy Denney
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8940 Research Blvd., Ste. 100
512-420-8458
www.pinballzarcade.com
Twitter: @pinballzarcade

Joe Lanane
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San Gabriel
River

719 US 183, Ste. B118, Leander
512-986-7578
www.cherrysstore.com

Joe Lanane

Quarter-Pound Cheddar Pour Burger ($6.48)
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300 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
512-918-0314
www.jj-bbq.com
Sun.–Thu. 5:30 a.m.–8:30 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 5:30 a.m.–9 p.m.

Now Open
Georgetown Justin Thomison and
Rob Hipp opened Hison Cab Co., 1102
S. Austin Ave., Ste. 109, on Feb. 8. The
company provides cab service to the
Williamson County area and to AustinBergstrom International Airport for a
flat rate of $65. 512-763-0099.
www.hisoncab.com

Austin Cuppa Austin, 9225 W.
Parmer Lane, Ste. B101, opened Feb.
7 at the former Scooter’s Coffeehouse
location. The shop offers gourmet
coffees and teas, specially brewed
teas, smoothies and Italian sodas as
well as pastries and breakfast tacos
all day. The 1,300-square-foot site can
seat 30. www.cuppaaustin.com

Full story by Beth Wade

Cedar Park Austin Dog Alliance
moved into its new site at 1321 W. New
Hope Drive, on March 4. The 7.4-acre
tract allows more room for training,
rescue work and therapy assistance.
At least six volunteers will work at the
headquarters.
512-335-7100.
www.austindogalliance.org
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Georgetown After working
for more than six years in the city,
Georgetown Art Works is preparing
for its biggest challenge yet—operating the Georgetown Art Center.
The art center, which has been in
the works for more than two years, is
expected to open in June in the former
historic firehouse in downtown.
Although the City of Georgetown has
paid for the utilities and renovations,
Georgetown Art Works will manage the
day-to-day operations.
“[When the group first started], we
knew we couldn’t afford to have a building; we had to prove ourselves,” said Jane
Estes, Georgetown Art Works executive
board president.

Rock St.

Cedar Park Once restaurants
establish their coveted crowd of regulars, it is then just a matter of keeping those same customers happy.
At J&J BBQ and Burgers in Cedar
Park, regulars make up about 80 percent
of the customer base, six-year owner
John Estlinbaum said. The other
20 percent, he said, come because of
word of mouth—mostly from those same
regulars.
“You have to give people what they
want,” Estlinbaum said. “We’re here to
stay, so we want to make sure we keep
folks happy.”
Fortunately, the restaurant’s new lunch
buffet has gone over well with customers
so far, Estlinbaum said.

Forest St.

Georgetown Art Works

IMPACTS

9

CR 25

Nonprofit

J&J BBQ and Burgers

Full story by Joe Lanane

Full story by Joe Lanane

Beth Wade

Dining

at Cherry’s Asian Store includes locally
grown fruits and vegetables, bean
sprouts, various types of noodles and
Asian sauces, seasonal seaweed, Thai
chili peppers and more.

6

183

Metric
Blvd.

Leander Cherry Viernes has
seemingly elevated her small-business owner status to become a cultural ambassador for the northern
Leander and Liberty Hill area.
Her first store, Cherry’s Asian Store
& Gift Shop, opened in February 2012
on US 183 just south of Hwy. 29. Viernes
picked the location because of its growth
potential, particularly among residents of
Asian heritage.
And while many of her customers
bring a vast cultural knowledge each
time they visit her 2,000-square-foot
shop, Viernes has also exposed many
newcomers to the benefits of Asian cuisine, she said.
“I have to get people to like my product
because it’s new to them,” Viernes said.
“But after they learn about the store, they
always come back.”
An Austin-area resident since 2001,
Viernes said she was inspired to open the
shop by her mother, who ran a grocery
store in the Philippines. The selection

CR 26

Austin Row upon row of pinball machines and arcade games
line the walls and aisles at Pinballz
Arcade, emitting a symphony of
chimes, whistles, bells and jingles.
The arcade, which owners Darren and
Mikki Spohn opened in November 2010,
appeals to children and adults alike, the
latter of which are usually delighted to
find pinball games they played as children, Darren said.
“It’s a unique hobby. We wanted to create a place where people could stay and
play,” he said.
The Spohns have kept Pinballz oldschool, opting to have customers use
tokens instead of plastic cards to swipe to
play. Customers can still win tickets that
they can trade in for prizes, ranging from
Fortune Teller Miracle Fish and other
knickknacks to stuffed animals and even
an Xbox 360.
“A lot of arcades are going out of
business, but we’re doing a different
approach,” Darren said.
The couple grew up in Pennsylvania
and knew each other as children. Mikki’s

Cherry’s Asian Store
& Gift Shop
Amy Denney

Pinballz Arcade

816 S. Main St.
512-930-2583
www.georgetownartworks.org

In the News
Austin Freescale Semiconductor
Inc. announced March 6 that it plans
to close its facility at 7700 W. Parmer
Lane by the end of 2013 and transfer
employees to its Oak Hill headquarters.
Freescale spokeswoman Kendrid
Rodriguez said the move would not
result in lost jobs. www.freescale.com
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Clarity Eye Center: Offering Cutting-Edge,
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

Dr. Jatla MD

Dr. Haven OD

Board Certified Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion.
• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams

512-244-7200

301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)
Seton-Williamson Medical Center

• Eyelid surgery
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery

512-868-3937

4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)
Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

www.clarityeye.net
Exhibit will include

Cross-Stitch, Needlepoint
and Beaded Items
Merchants, Tea Room
Stitching Classes
Meet Nationally Known
Needlework Teachers & Designers

Friday –Saturday
10:00 am-7:00 pm

Sunday

Noon-4:00 pm
$5.00 Admission

April 5-7, 2013

WINGATE CONFERENCE CENTER
1209 NORTH IH-35, ROUND ROCK
Located at the northeast corner
of IH-35 and Hwy 79

www.austinstitchers.org

Join us as we raise awareness about epilepsy.
100% of the proceeds will benefit the programs and services of the
Epilepsy Foundation Central & South Texas.

When:

April 28, 2013
8:00am

Adults $25
Youth $15
(18 and under)

Where:

Virtual $30
Walker

Register online:

By phone:

Lakeview Pavilion
Old Settler’s Park
3300 Palm Valley Blvd
Round Rock, TX

www.epilepsyrun.com

(512) 876-8471
(888) 606-5353
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Water

Legally binding water utility rights established
decades ago have split Pflugerville residents’
water utilities among four providers—the
Manville, SouthWest/Windermere and Aqua
water supply corporations and the City of
Pflugerville. City officials are attempting to
work with the separate companies to solve1660
residential issues including boil water notices,
broken main lines and billing complaints.
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non-chlorinated water being sent to customers. However,
Manville spokesman Robert Cullick said the corporation
has not had more notices than normal for water utility
providers. He added that Manville’s notices have resulted
from non-system failures, such as contractors striking
pipes while digging or from pressure drops from a low
water supply.
“I think every area served by utilities eventually has
boil water notices,” Cullick said.
But Royal Pointe subdivision resident Craig Reineke
said the notices happen too often and can cost money
for people who use carbon water filters that need to
be replaced after the notices are lifted because of possible
contamination.
“It’s very much been an annoyance because of the fact
it happens so frequently,” Reineke said. “Twice in a year
is a lot, and then for it to [happen] six times in three
years is uncalled for. It’s something that should have been
planned for ahead of time, appropriately.”
Its smaller system also means that Manville cannot
always provide the amount of water needed to meet the
area’s demands, so the corporation buys water at $3.25
per 1,000 gallons from the city. The water is then pumped
to customers within the city.
Despite having to purchase the water, Cullick said
Manville has more than enough capacity to serve a growing customer base in the city.
“[The water supply system] links the rural areas with
the urban areas; it ties in with Hutto, Pflugerville and
Manor,” Cullick said. “It provides a lot of groundwater [to
the area], so there [are] no water supply problems.”

. Grimes Blvd.
A.W

the great divide: Pflugerville’s water utility districts

Continued from | 1

Source: City of Pflugerville
Aqua W.S.C.

City of Pflugerville

up to urban provider standards.
“The city would like to see their standards at urban
levels as opposed to rural levels,” Pflugerville Mayor Jeff
Coleman said. “The city and Manville [are] trying to find
areas where we can agree ... or allow the city to take over
the service.”

Manville negotiations
Issues with Windermere
One solution to the Manville supply issues may be for
SouthWest Water Corp.’s largest service area in Texas
the city to work out a deal to acquire the utility company’s is made up of 5,000 residential and commercial conneccoverage areas and take over providing utilities. Manville tions through its Pflugerville-area provider, Windermere
has given Pflugerville some of its provider area in the Water Supply Corp. As an investor-owned provider, the
past, and additional acquisitions may be possible in the city has limited negotiation abilities with Windermere
future, Wade said.
and SouthWest.
However, Manville is only 16
In August 2011, SouthWest
years into a 40-year contract to
proposed a sales transfer merger
provide water to the area that was
that would bring all of its smaller
known as Travis County Municiutility systems, including Windpal Utility District No. 5 before
ermere, into a larger system to be
being annexed into Pflugerville.
called Monarch Utilities. The proThat contract and other considposal came with a 63 percent rate
erations, including Manville’s – Craig Reineke, Pflugerville resident
increase for its customers, which
finances, are keeping the city from
the city opposed.
completely overtaking Manville’s service area.
“The city strenuously objected to [the rate increase],
“[Manville] relies on the revenue that they receive from which caused us to enter into negotiations ... to give rate
[utility rates] to pay their bills,” Wade said. “So they can’t stability to Windermere customers and attempt to lower
just sign [areas] over to us.”
their overall rate,” Coleman said.
While the current situation may not be ideal, Wade
Kevin McCarthy, a Windermere customer who lives on
said Manville and the city are negotiating to work out the A.W. Grimes Boulevard, said high water bills were a facsystem’s problems. Cullick said the corporation maintains tor in his family’s decision to move out of the Pflugerville
a good relationship with the city in order to continue area in the near future. McCarthy said his utility bills at
enhancing service.
his former home in Port Arthur were approximately $30
Pflugerville City Council approved building a “redun- per month for water and garbage, while his current bills
dant” 24-inch water line at its March 12 meeting to run average approximately $120 per month for water alone.
next to an existing Manville line along Heatherwilde
Gary Rose, SouthWest’s director of operations for Texas
Boulevard, which serves the Royal Pointe subdivision. Utilities West, said the company takes complaints such as
The subdivision’s water system currently has only one McCarthy’s seriously.
feeder point, and the redundant city pipe will allow the
“We’re going out and meeting with customers in the
city’s utilities to pump water to residents if Manville’s field,” Rose said.
pipeline fails. Similar redundant systems could help alleIn the past year, SouthWest has also set up a customer
viate issues such as boil water notices throughout Man- service hotline for Windermere customers.
ville’s coverage area in the future, Wade said.
Rose said new water rates are also being considered by
Because Manville has indicated to the city that it plans the company, but he has received few complaints on water
to continue as a rural provider, the city is also negotiating bills. SouthWest offers financial help by contributing $20
with the utility corporation to bring the company’s pipes to qualified, low-income households’ monthly water bills

“ ... For [water boil
notices] to [happen]
six times in three years
is uncalled for.”

Manville W.S.C.

SouthWest/Windermere W.S.C.

with its Help2Others campaign.
Windermere negotiations
In late 2011, the city adopted a resolution that considered severing service with SouthWest but agreed to a
one-year discussion period with the corporation in order
to come up with a mutually acceptable compromise. The
period, which expires April 10, included discussions
ranging from helping customers pay water bills to the city
buying the Windermere utility.
Wade said he expects to announce an extension of the
discussion period in early April. The announcement will
come with the outline of a plan between the city and
SouthWest that he believes will help satisfy SouthWest
customers. Rose said new water rates will be included in
the plan.
Utilities and further expansion
Sections of Southeast Pflugerville and its ETJ not
served by the city, Manville or Windermere are currently
under the Aqua Water Supply Corp.’s provider area. As
the city expands further into Aqua’s provider area, Wade
said the city will continue to work with Aqua to provide
needed water utilities.
“We’ve had discussions with Aqua, and it appears that
we’re going to be able to have a clear understanding that
will outline our relationship from the very beginning,”
Wade said.
Despite long-ago perceptions that Pflugerville would
remain a small town, Wade said estimates put the city’s
projected population at five times its current size if
the area is fully built out. With that growth will come
demand, and current discussion and negotiations with
water suppliers is intended to meet that growth as it happens, he said.
“We’ve outgrown our size that we intended to be,”
Wade said. “If Pflugerville develops at the same density
[within] its footprint and the extraterritorial jurisdiction,
we think Pflugerville could approach 250,000 [residents]
in size. We’ve had to change our approach on just about
everything.”

For more information visit impactnews.com
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CLEAN AIR Force of Central Texas

OZONE SEASON

Learn about the importance of Ozone Season and what
to do when we have Ozone Action Day Alerts.
Guest Speakers:
Mayor Alan McGraw, Round Rock
Mayor Lee Leffingwell, Austin
Vice-Chair, Tim Jones, Samsung
Chair, Ron Morrison, Williamson County Commissioner

Kick-Off

Monday, April 8, 2013
11:00 a.m.
Round Rock City Hall Plaza
221 East Main Street
Round Rock, Texas
Fill out a brief air quality survey
and register to win a Homelite
Cordless Electric Lawnmower!

Free parking available in parking garage located off Lampasas St.
For more information visit www.cleanairforce.org or call 512-225-7780

Round Rock Montessori School
ol
NOW ENROLLING
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certified and
specialized teachers with degrees
(BS, Masters).
• Educators experienced in
language, math, science, art, music,
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.
• Extracurricular activities
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

Established

1996

Infant
Nursery
Open

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

07771

0x6.04
4c

Stop by from now until April 15, 2013 to take advantage of this limited time promotion. Your
credit score can be an important tool, so we can sit down with you and help you understand
where you stand. Stop by your local store today to get your personal access code. You then have
the option to discuss your credit score with a Wells Fargo banker, who can help you understand
your credit situation and evaluate your options. Because an open dialogue can open doors.

Get your free credit score and
complimentary credit report.
For a limited time, in stores
through April 15, 20131.

This exclusive promotion for Wells Fargo customers provides unique benefits:
• Get your credit score for free — up to 5 times, which is up to a $39 retail value
• Evaluate speciﬁc factors that impact your credit score
• Access your full credit report at no charge2, with no impact to your credit score
• Review your credit report and see if there are any errors
• Have an optional, one-on-one conversation with a banker to talk about your credit situation

For more information, visit wellsfargo.com/freecreditscore
No purchase required. Wells Fargo may, at its own discretion, limit the number of personal access codes or cancel the free credit score and complimentary report promotion at any time. Your credit score
could vary by lender depending on the type of scoring used. The credit score you receive in this promotion will be the Experian custom VantageScore and it may not be the same as the credit score
obtained by a lender and is for educational purposes only.
2
With the Wells Fargo Credit score promotion, you receive a personal access code to check your current Experian custom VantageScore up to five times over a 90 day period. As of 3/1/13, the price is $7.95
for a one-time custom VantageScore score. Retail value to get this score five times is $39.75. After accessing your score five times, you will receive a message that you have reached the limit. Your score will
reflect the credit score from your 5th access and will not be updated. However, if you continue to access your credit report, it will contain updated credit information.
1

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.
NMLSR ID 399801 Materials expire 4/15/13. (841858_07771)
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Making a list

Bonds

Continued from | 1

Potential cost
Round Rock’s city leaders say a bond package is needed
to fund high-cost projects regardless of sales tax collection.
“The Dell model is changing, but we have sufficient fund
balance or a rainy day fund to withstand that. It is not a
‘Chicken Little, the-sky-is-falling’ situation,” Norwood
said. “We are talking about pretty big–ticket items. When
you start looking at a new main library and branch library
and public training facilities, you are starting to get into
more than a half-million dollars here and there.”

Estimated cost: $33,000,000

JP Eichmiller

JP Eichmiller

Development of Heritage Trail project along
Brushy Creek as well as other city trail projects
Estimated cost: $18,425,000

Funding for Library Master Plan,
possibly including new main library
building and two branches

Enhancement of Old Settlers Park
sports fields, enhancements to Rock’n
River Aquatic Center and other city
parks improvements
Estimated cost: $27,500,000

New police and fire Department
staff training facility
Estimated cost: $38,500,000

JP Eichmiller

Bobby Longoria

Changing finances
When a city calls a bond election, it is essentially asking
to take on debt at residents’ expense. If voters approve a
general obligation bond package, that allows a city to borrow money to fund specific projects and pay the money
back through increased property taxes. The bond’s interest
rates, not unlike home or car loans, vary depending on a
city’s credit rating and the length of time it takes to pay
back the loan.
In the recent past, Round Rock’s leaders have held the
enviable position of avoiding taking on new debt due in
large part to the substantial sales tax base the city has built.
Unlike neighboring cities such as Pflugerville and Hutto,
the City of Round Rock budgets the majority of its general
fund revenues—51 percent in 2013—from sales tax collection. This allows the city to maintain a property tax rate
that is 17 cents per $100 of property valuation lower than
Pflugerville’s and 10 cents less than Hutto’s.
“Fortunately we have been able to stay out of the bond
market for the last 12 years and have paid cash for about
$75 million worth of improvements that probably most cities in the country would have had to have issued debt for,”
Round Rock City Manager Steve Norwood said.
Round Rock owes a great deal of its financial success to
Dell Inc., which relocated its headquarters from Austin in
1994. According to city receipts, since 1994, Round Rock
collected more than $151 million in sales taxes generated
by Dell. For the 2013 fiscal year, the city budgeted for Dell
to supply one-third of its sales tax revenue and 17 percent
of its general fund, which includes all the property taxes,
sales taxes and franchise fees generated by the city.
Since Dell arrived, the city’s sales tax collections have
annually exceeded the budgeted expenditures. The excess
revenue has allowed the city to fund projects such as a new
police station and improvements to City Hall—all paid for
in cash.
Dell Inc., however, is in the process of a corporate
restructuring that could dramatically affect the tax revenue it brings into the city. The company’s founder, Michael
Dell, is attempting to finalize a private acquisition of Dell
Inc. with the long-term goal of converting the company
from its origins as a computer hardware manufacturer into
a global information technology solutions provider. Any
loss of computer sales originating in Round Rock, however, would directly cut into the city’s sales tax collection.
“There may not be as much funding from Dell; we still
don’t know,” Round Rock Financial Director Cheryl Delaney said. “I think at this point Dell is an unknown factor.”

Round Rock city staff, with input from City Council members,
has compiled a list of capital projects to be considered for
a bond proposal in November. A General Bond Advisory
Commission composed of 13 Round Rock residents will
study the need and cost effects of the projects and give its
recommendations on the proposals to City Council by the end
of July. The total cost of the projects could reach as much as
$146 million, according to the city.

JP Eichmiller

Capital projects being considered
for Round Rock’s bond proposal

needs out there.”
Foremost among the needs cited by council members
and city staff are improvements to the city’s parks, outdoor
sports facilities, land for additional fire stations, and training facilities for the fire and police departments.
“It is simply budget pressure,” Round Rock City Councilman Craig Morgan said regarding a bond election. “We are
growing so fast, and there is not enough money to cover all
of the things we need and will need for the future growth.
[A bond election is] something that needs to be looked at.”

Funding for future city fire
stations and equipment
Estimated cost: $16,500,000
Source: City of Round Rock

Round Rock officials, however, say it is too early in the
process to start estimating the total cost of the bond package.
“The first order of business is not to say, ‘We don’t want
to exceed $50 million or $100 million.’ That is doing it
backwards,” Norwood said. “What are the needs for this
community? Once you’ve tallied it up and seen what the
financial impact is, you can say, ‘Yes, I feel comfortable
with this,’ or, ‘No, this is a little bit too much.’”
The process
The City of Round Rock officially began the bond proposal process March 14 when City Council appointed 13
residents to serve on a General Bond Advisory Commission. The commission is expected to begin meeting in
April and will be charged with studying the list of proposed
projects that could be included in the bond package.
“We are at the early stages of this,” said Mike Freeman,
a 23-year Round Rock resident nominated by the mayor
to serve as chairman of the bond commission. “We have
a diverse group of citizens who have a lot of time invested
in the community and have served on many levels. I think
[the commission] will get together and do what is right for
the citizens of Round Rock and make the best decisions.”
Former Round Rock Mayor Charlie Culpepper was
nominated by Councilman Joe Clifford to serve on the
commission. Culpepper also served on the city’s prior
bond commission in 2001.
“We have to listen and be the eyes and ears of the community and decide what is important,” Culpepper said. “I am
not going in with any prejudged ideas about requirements.”
The commission is expected to provide a bond package

bonds on the horizon
In addition to the city’s proposal, Round Rock voters
may be asked to consider a variety of bond packages.
• In September 2012, the Round Rock ISD board of trustees reached a consensus to explore a bond election
this November to fund facility improvements.
• The Austin Community College board of trustees on
March 4 appointed 25 members to a Bond Program
Advisory Committee to consider a bond election to
fund facility improvements and other programs.
• The Williamson County Commissioners Court assembled a bond committee March 19 to study the need for
a bond election to fund capital projects.

recommendation to City Council by late July. Council
members will have until Aug. 26 to consider changes to
the recommendation and adopt an ordinance calling for a
November election.
“This isn’t something the city does regularly,” Morgan
said. “We’re not putting bonds out there every other year.
There is a need out there for it to be looked at and examined.
This possible investment in the community will allow for
the expense of growth and meet the demands. Our current
residents will benefit, and the future residents will as well.”
Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll

Would you support a bond package if the Round Rock City Council decides to hold
an election in November?
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data compiled by
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133
kathryn.fowler@kw.com

Market Data
On the market (Feb. 1–28)

Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale
Price Range

Round Rock

Average days on the market

Number of homes sold

Pflugerville

Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Hutto

Month

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Average price
Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Hutto

Less than $100,000

27

10

12

51

44

53

February 2013

169

70

37

$237,070

$174,884

$154,642

$100,000–$149,999

79

113

71

47

41

41

February 2012

124

62

27

$214,762

$162,951

$146,238

$150,000–$199,999

142

138

55

48

53

67

January 2013

132

62

19

$227,880

$156,131

$161,847

$200,000–$299,999

282

135

29

60

77

71

December 2012

159

81

29

$226,218

$170,845

$153,683

$300,000–$399,999

158

11

8

70

83

173

November 2012

202

88

28

$219,456

$165,920

$147,419

$400,000–$499,999

65

1

3

67

299

106

October 2012

192

95

29

$223,907

$164,774

$150,247

$500,000–$749,999

22

1

3

117

27

288

September 2012

188

78

38

$224,084

$164,422

$139,687

$750,000–$999,999

1

1

3

1

122

238

August 2012

230

81

35

$233,078

$161,632

$136,070

$1 million +

0

0

3

0

0

409

July 2012

236

108

41

$217,655

$151,921

$147,025

Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78634

Creekside Estates

104 Orchard Way

3br/2ba

$127,000

1,820

Rachel Hoffman

Lee Real Estate Services Inc.

512-825-7043

78634

Park at Brushy Creek

108 Millook Haven

3br/2ba

$139,990

1,515

Lindsay Mitchell

e-Executive Realty

512-669-9304

78634

Cottonwood Creek

121 Little Elm Way

3br/2ba

$59,900

1,660

Howard Nemetsky

Hill Country Realty

512-415-3050

78634

Legends of Hutto

129 Castle Drive

3br/2ba

$142,000

1,700

Robert Call

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-627-8725

78634

Legends of Hutto

208 Grisham Drive

4br/2ba

$154,950

2,912

Brad Robbins

Austin 360 Realty

512-269-5278

78634

Lakeside Estates

232 Estate Drive

4br/2ba

$139,900

1,953

Melissa Peel

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-785-0406

78634

Riverwalk

315 Baldwin St.

3br/2ba

$149,900

1,574

Barbara McLaughlin

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-516-0120

78634

Legends of Hutto

401 Legends of Hutto Trail

3br/2ba

$159,000

1,962

Anne Cano

Re/Max Round Rock

512-673-6008

78634

Legends of Hutto

408 Grisham Drive

4br/2ba

$175,000

3,735

Katherine Ballard

Keller Williams Realty

512-694-5651

78634

Creekside Estates

526 Meadowside Drive

3br/2ba

$119,900

1,359

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78634

Carol Meadows

701 Kates Way

3br/2ba

$128,500

1,398

Matthew Menard

Keller Williams Realty

512-947-8787

78660

Saxony

1103 Timber Bend Drive

3br/2ba

$157,900

1,653

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78660

Windermere

1114 Black Locust Drive

4br/2ba

$147,800

2,312

Nohemi Ramirez

Prudential Texas Realty

512-716-5824

78660

Sarah’s Creek South

15032 Donna Jane Loop

3br/2ba

$139,990

1,455

Sandy Rios

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-565-1503

78660

North Park

16213 Viki Lynn Place

3br/2ba

$185,000

2,026

Linda Ramon

Best Agents In Texas

512-587-8750

78660

Picadilly Ridge

17609 Loch Linnhe Loop

3br/2ba

$119,000

1,164

Michele Scott

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-464-1211

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

17912 Calm Harbor Drive

4br/2ba

$239,000

2,516

David Brodsky

Keller Williams Realty

512-657-6694

78660

Villages of Hidden Lake

18609 Dry Brook Loop

4br/2ba

$245,000

3,156

Eve Weaver

Pacesetter Properties

512-784-3609

78660

Falcon Pointe

18801 Falcon Pointe Blvd.

4br/2ba

$299,000

2,878

Michael Kelly

Re/Max 1

512-636-5955

78660

Reserve at Westcreek

19112 Leigh Lane

4br/2ba

$197,990

2,678

Bruce Adams

Stanberry & Associates

512-554-2350

78660

Fairways Blackhawk

19517 Kennemer Drive

6br/4ba

$265,000

3,287

Kiersty Lombar

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-439-3696

78660

Meadows Blackhawk

19910 Canterwood Lane

4br/3ba

$250,000

2,608

Stuart Sutton

Re/Max 1

512-844-3254

78660

Commons at Rowe Lane

20612 Commons Parkway

4br/2ba

$219,000

2,516

Amanda Naughton

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-989-1054

78660

Estates Rowe Lane

20821 Penny Royal Drive

4br/2ba

$189,995

2,413

Beata Zadrozna

Keller Williams Realty

512-795-9900

78660

Royal Pointe

228 Timothy John Drive

3br/2ba

$184,900

1,998

Robert Baylor

Up Realty

512-788-3699

78660

Commons at Rowe Lane

2301 Dovetail St.

4br/2ba

$225,000

2,834

Tish Fenley-Darey

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-422-1597

78660

Meadows/Blackhawk

2401 Speidel Drive

5br/3ba

$224,900

2,757

Annabelle Silva

Pacesetter Properties

512-466-0917

78660

Estates Rowe Lane

2825 Purple Thistle Drive

3br/2ba

$169,900

1,798

Steve Mallett

Keller Williams Realty

512-829-2062

78660

Fairways Blackhawk

2920 Cajuiles Drive

4br/2ba

$214,900

2,281

Amanda Naughton

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-989-1054

78660

Park at Blackhawk

3005 Hawks Swoop Trail

4br/2ba

$182,500

2,070

Marcus Garcia

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-921-4070

78660

Lakes at Northtown

713 Watson Way

3br/2ba

$187,000

1,725

Kari Christ

Keller Williams Realty

512-784-8181

78660

Highland Park North

713 Windsor Castle Drive

6br/4ba

$224,900

3,726

Dan O’Connell

Prudential Texas Realty

512-407-2449

78660

Lakes at Northtown

901 Bethel Way

3br/2ba

$189,900

1,726

Andy Allen

Keller Williams Realty

512-785-0496

78660

Bohls Place

901 Daylily Cove

4br/2ba

$181,000

2,648

Trudy Rodriguez

One Percent Realty

512-415-1904

78664

Mesa Ridge

1303 Wroxton Way

3br/2ba

$119,500

1,714

Dustin King

Re/Max Round Rock

512-350-6481

78664

Mesa Park

1706 Mesa Park Drive

4br/2ba

$65,000

1,263

James Morelli

Re/Max Capital City

512-744-4153

78664

Chisholm Crossing

1718 Mesa Park Cove

4br/2ba

$174,999

3,212

Alexandra Booth

Re/Max Capital City III

512-554-4147

78664

Windy Terrace

2009 Windsong Trail

3br/2ba

$90,000

1,519

Nicholas Hibbs

Property Consultants of Austin

512-848-6800

78664

High Country

2445 Roundabout Lane

3br/2ba

$147,500

1,789

Danielle Babin

Keller Williams–Lake Travis

512-619-1456

78664

Wild Plum Valley

37 Valley View Drive

4br/3ba

$369,000

3,903

Tracie Johnson

Keller Williams Realty

512-917-7823

78664

Forest Creek

3716 Royal Port Rush Drive

4br/2ba

$274,900

2,659

Karen Halsema

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-514-1312

78664

Forest Creek

3810 Harvey Penick Drive

5br/2ba

$247,500

2,725

Karen Halsema

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-514-1312

78664

Forest Creek

3811 Links Lane

4br/2ba

$249,900

2,425

Martha Browning

Prudential Texas Realty

512-407-2456

78664

Forest Creek

3835 Harvey Penick Drive

5br/3ba

$240,000

2,909

Michelle Sheehan

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-251-4950

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

401 Legends Of Hutto Trail

19910 Canterwood Lane

2825 Purple Thistle Drive

3810 Harvey Penick Drive
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Because death
warmed over is
not a look you
can pull off.

Lennar & Village Builders opening 6 new communities in 2013

CareSpot® Brings Convenient Healthcare to Austin Area
:PVDBOōUTDIFEVMFXIFOZPVHFUTJDL CVUZPVDBOţOEDPOWFOJFOU
IFBMUIDBSFUPNBLFJUFBTJFSUPHFUPOUIFSPBEUPSFDPWFSZ$BSF4QPU
JTIFSFXIFOBOEXIFSFZPVOFFEVTŊXIJDIJTBCJHSFMJFGXIFOBOZ
NJTIBQDPNFTZPVSXBZ
Ŕ#SPBESBOHFPGVSHFOUDBSFBOEXFMMOFTTTFSWJDFT
Ŕ0QFOEBZTBXFFL BNUPQN
Ŕ$POWFOJFOUPOMJOFUPPMTBUCareSpot.com:
ClickDIFDL
MPDBUJPOTBOE
XBJUUJNFT
POMJOF

Visit Now
TBWFZPVS
TQPUJOMJOF
JOTUBOUMZ

12

The first to open will be Hutto Highlands
in Hutto. Lennar is debuting and NOW
SELLING the Springwood Collection and
will have a furnished model and Welcome
Home Center opening in May.

Visit Later
NBLFBO
BQQPJOUNFOU
POMJOF

The new collection ranges from 1,355
to 2,945 square feet and is priced from
$146,990 to $ 207,990.
Hutto Highlands model home is located at
115 Hendelson Lane and will be open daily
Tuesday through Saturday 10am–7pm, and
Sunday through Monday 12pm–7pm.

ROUND ROCK]512.501.6576 ](BUUJT4DIPPM3E]3PVOE3PDL
CAT HOLLOW]512.501.6577]0ō$POOPS%S]3PVOE3PDL
TECH RIDGE]512.920.5256]$BOZPO3JEHF%S]"VTUJO

Additional Lennar & Village Builders
Communities to open in 2013 include:
Woodlands Park in Kyle
May 2013
Mayfield Ranch in Round Rock
Summer 2013
Reserve at Caballo Ranch in Cedar Park
Fall 2013
Sola Vista in Austin
Fall 2013
Estancia in South Austin
December 2013

512-774-8174 | www.lennar.com
AUS_Community Impact_APR.indd 1

3/27/2013 9:29:17 AM

Enter for your chance
to work out like the UT
Longhorns at UFCU DischFalk Field on May 25th.
Enter before
May 17th:

UFCU Youth
FitFest
Challenge

1. Visit

ufcu.org/go/fit

2. Complete the activity video.

Enter UFCU's
Fitness
Challenge

Complete
A Few
Activities

(512) 467-8080

Work Out
With UT
Trainers

Go
Pro!

3. Submit the electronic entry
form for your chance to win!
Participants must be between the ages of 7 and 13 to win.
Please visit ufcu.org for the official sweepstakes rules.

ufcu.org

Federally insured by NCUA

Comm Impact_Fitfest_3-13.indd 1

3/22/13 10:50 AM

47

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • April 2013

REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq. ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78664

Turtle Creek Village

752 Gabriel Mills Drive

3br/2ba

$182,800

1,828

Lauren Schauer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-963-5772

78665

Preserve Dyer Creek

1000 Dyer Creek Place

3br/2ba

$214,337

2,020

April Maki

Sisu Realty & Associates

512-470-7979

78665

Preserve Dyer Creek

1000 Rowland Cove

3br/3ba

$263,834

2,500

April Maki

Sisu Realty & Associates

512-470-7979

78665

Forest Ridge

1019 Twin Terrace Court

4br/2ba

$270,000

2,929

Heather Smith

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-636-3994

78665

Teravista

1305 Ridgefield Loop

4br/2ba

$279,900

2,970

Matthew Menard

Keller Williams Realty

512-947-8787

78665

Rainbow Parke

1326 Rainbow Parke Drive

4br/2ba

$210,000

2,846

Jim Schaffrath

Re/Max 1

512-423-0505

78665

Teravista

1616 Westmeadow Trail

3br/2ba

$219,900

1,843

Paul Reddam

Homesville Real Estate

512-300-2995

78665

Teravista

1735 Woodvista Place

4br/2ba

$264,900

2,780

Ken Bartlett

Keller Williams Realty

512-418-1435

78665

Teravista

1801 Woodvista Place

4br/2ba

$291,000

3,016

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78665

Teravista

1804 Woodvista Place

4br/2ba

$229,000

2,218

Michael Friedman

Century 21 HSK & Associates

512-948-5890

78665

Estates at Settlers Park

2149 Settlers Park Loop

3br/2ba

$275,000

2,827

Bryan Maki

Sisu Realty & Associates

512-470-1572

78665

Lake Forest

2278 Fernspring Drive

4br/3ba

$356,500

4,115

Leisa Ormsbee

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-590-1833

78665

Sonoma

2311 Paradise Ridge Drive

4br/2ba

$235,000

2,831

Edwin Lui

Mars Hill Realty Group

512-554-9594

78665

Sonoma

2604 Ravenwood Drive

4br/3ba

$260,000

2,944

Amy Smith

Re/Max 1

512-913-4916

78665

Round Rock Ranch

2806 Phoenix Way

3br/2ba

$164,900

1,636

Judith Copple

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-864-2500

78665

Settlement

2916 Pioneer Way

3br/2ba

$145,000

2,333

Linda Graves

Re/Max Capital City III

512-744-4584

78665

Ridge at Paloma Lake

2940 Angelina Drive

3br/2ba

$241,775

1,921

John Mick

Re/Max Capital City

512-964-5724

78665

Forest Ridge

3205 Dawn Mesa Court

3br/2ba

$239,900

2,470

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78665

Pioneer Crossing

3452 Covered Wagon Trail

3br/2ba

$116,500

1,488

Merritt Burks

Austin Vestors

512-626-8422

78665

Stoney Brook

3644 Sandy Brook Drive

3br/2ba

$159,900

2,247

David Durham

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-695-7910

78665

Teravista

4005 Falling Brook Court

4br/2ba

$334,900

2,542

Priscilla Hanson

Moreland Properties

512-919-6406

78665

Teravista

4192 Windberry Court

4br/3ba

$245,000

2,454

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty–RR

512-791-0229

78665

Teravista

4199 Windberry Court

4br/2ba

$204,988

1,864

Kevin Elliott

Keller Williams Realty

512-347-7740

78665

Teravista

4202 Bent Wood Court

4br/2ba

$200,000

1,898

Kenn Renner

Keller Williams–Lake Travis

512-423-5626

78665

Teravista

4218 Parkvista Trail

4br/2ba

$215,000

2,276

Sally Decelis

Re/Max Round Rock

512-791-7419

78665

Teravista

4505 Heritage Well Lane

4br/2ba

$249,900

3,224

Jeff Kress

Re/Max 1

512-791-7744

78665

Teravista

4506 Monterosa Lane

4br/2ba

$289,000

2,844

Virginia Lazenby

Era Colonial Real Estate

512-818-0988

78665

Chandler Creek

710 Ranier Lane

4br/2ba

$179,000

1,959

Trisha Winkelmann

Exit–Options Realty

512-635-7628

78665

Teravista

725 Bent Wood Place

3br/2ba

$210,900

1,917

Nora Wall

Re/Max Capital City III

512-789-3421

78681

Old Town Meadows

1405 Oak Meadows Cove

3br/2ba

$117,000

1,137

Gilbert Gracia

Re/Max Round Rock

512-825-1591

78681

Somerset

1503 Peachtree Valley Drive

3br/2ba

$117,000

1,292

Gilbert Gracia

Re/Max Round Rock

512-825-1591

78681

Brushy Bend Park

2204 Walsh Drive

4br/3ba

$500,000

4,122

Robert Guice

Private Label Realty

512-762-0761

78681

Behrens Ranch

2536 Salorn Way

4br/2ba

$289,900

2,866

Omar Dyess

Re/Max 1

512-762-4228

78681

Behrens Ranch

3002 Pointe Place

5br/3ba

$344,900

4,011

Andrew Constancio

J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

512-784-0852

78681

Bent Tree

3036 Bent Tree Loop

4br/2ba

$219,900

2,796

Pat Gunter

Re/Max Capital City III

512-750-0116

78681

Walsh Ranch

3413 Alexandrite Way

3br/2ba

$344,700

2,795

Nohemi Ramirez

Prudential Texas Realty

512-716-5824

78681

Preserve at Mayfield Ranch

3451 Mayfield Ranch Blvd.

3br/2ba

$209,900

1,762

Christopher Wales

Property Consultants of Austin

512-748-3754

78681

Preserve at Stone Oak

3580 Rock Shelf Lane

4br/2ba

$174,500

1,664

Michael Harrell

Keller Williams Realty

512-769-8802

78681

Vista Oaks

4407 Summercrest Loop

4br/2ba

$236,000

2,572

Cathie Ward

Re/Max Capital City II

512-646-1320

78681

Stone Canyon

8504 Sea Ash Circle

4br/3ba

$279,400

3,255

Robert Guest

Keller Williams Realty

512-616-4100

78717

Avery Ranch Far West

14113 Willow Tank Drive

3br/3ba

$269,000

2,220

John Purser

Turnquist Partners Realtors

512-789-8707

78717

Woods Brushy Creek

15802 De Peer Ave.

3br/2ba

$182,500

1,825

Xenia DeVaney

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-775-7842

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

1804 Woodvista Place

4005 Falling Brook Court

2204 Walsh Drive

14113 Willow Tank Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 3/7/13 and 3/19/13 were included and provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

READY TO BUY OR SELL?
Let me make you “Whistle Dixie”!

Tight Inventory = Emerging Sellers Market
Now’s the time to sell
Call me today! Get ready to

Dixie Doss
REALTOR®

John Horton Realty

512-563-6968 Cell
512-834-1600 Office
dixie@dixiedoss.com
www.dixiedoss.com

Area Specialist! Call me for a FREE Buyers or Sellers Guide!

move tomorrow!

Homes are selling fast!
+2//<5,9(560%$
%52.(5
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1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
Seton Williamson Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 401
Round Rock, TX 78665
Phone: 512-324-4813
2. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
Stone Hill Shopping Center
1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Phone: 512-324-4875
Evening hours available

Seton Care For Your Entire Family
As the leading provider of health care services in Central Texas, the
Seton Healthcare Family is proud to offer a full continuum of care
for your family. Our primary care clinics provide a wide range of
medical services to improve the health and wellness of infants,
children and adults:
• Primary family care
• Physicals and sports exams
• Well-woman annual exams
• Diabetes care and prevention

GEORGETOWN

RR 1431

University Blvd.

Chandler Rd.

1
ROUND
ROCK

• Blood pressure and cholesterol
management
• Minor emergency care
• Disease management

Hwy 79

To Hutto

Gattis School Rd.
130

35
45
To Austin

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

PFLUGERVILLE

2

