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The art of building community attachment

The January Issue

special section

Local leaders look to
balance growth with
residents’ quality of life
By JP Eichmiller

Community equals economic health
Beginning in 2008, the nonprofit Knight
Foundation launched a study to determine
what the leading factors were in building

11 year in photos
Top local events from 2012

JP Eichmiller

The rapid growth of the Austin metropolitan area is redefining the social characteristics of the surrounding cities.
No longer able to consider themselves bedroom communities, city leaders in Round
Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto are trying to
create connections with their residents that
go beyond an abundance of jobs and an
affordable cost of living.
The key determiner, in fact, of cities’ longterm stability may be the attachment they are
able to build with their citizens.
“The community you live in can be like
your housing choice,” Round Rock Mayor
Alan McGraw said. “Are you just renting an
apartment temporarily, or is this my home
where I am raising my family and working
and getting an education?
“We are trying to provide a quality of life
to citizens where they can enjoy things right
here in Round Rock. You can shop here, you
can have a nice lunch. [So residents] have a
connection to this community and want it to
be [their] home.”

13 impacts Update
Ari (foreground) and Nadine Moughanni play at the Play For All Abilities Park in Round Rock on Jan. 5. The park
was built for the use of all children, including those with special needs, through private and city funding.

As new residents continue to
migrate into Round Rock, city
planners are facing new infrastructure demands on the city’s
streets, utilities and water supply.
Between 1990 and 2010,
Round Rock’s population more
than tripled, and in 2012 the city’s
population exceeded 100,000,
according to U.S. census data.
According to city projections,
Round Rock’s population is
expected to continue growing by
2 percent to 3.1 percent through
2030, when it is anticipated to

14 City and county update
17 Community Update

emotional attachments to cities. During a
period of three years, Knight researchers, in
collaboration with Gallup Inc. polling consultants, interviewed more than 42,000 people in 26 U.S. cities.
“We wanted to see why people love the
places they live and why they choose to be
there,” said Jeff Coats, Knight Foundation
strategic initiatives analyst.
“There were three things we saw as drivers
to attachment. There were aesthetics—how
beautiful the place looked; openness—how
welcoming is the community to outsiders;

[and] social offerings—are there places for
people to go and meet?”
The Knight researchers also noticed a correlation between residents’ attachment to a
community and the city’s economic health.
When cities neglect the aesthetic and social
offerings of their communities, they are more
likely to see an exodus of residents when
times are hard, he said.
“You are actually building a community and not just a tangible neighborhood,”
Coats said. “You want people to interact and

exceed 158,000.
“We are not blind to what is
coming,” said Round Rock Transportation Department director
Gary Hudder. “Over the next 25
years, the growth will shift from
Austin to the north Williamson
County area.”
The challenge facing Hudder
and the city’s Transportation
Department is not only improving the existing mobility issues,
but also preparing a plan for
what the city’s streets will look
like in the decades to come.
“We are doing a really good

job of [playing] offense from a
planning perspective,” Hudder
said. “The challenge is going to
be funding for all of us. We can
anticipate what’s coming and
plan for that, but in order to build
it, you have to fund it in front of
the growth that will pay for it.
“The reality is, the cost of dealing with the growth that is anticipated from an infrastructure
standpoint is staggering.”
Facing the future
In November, Round Rock
Mayor Alan McGraw hosted a

A review of some top issues
affecting local communities

20 transportation update
Regional toll, transit and airport
information

23 business Update
Rogness Brewing Co., TechShop
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Round Rock prepares for its next 100K residents
By JP Eichmiller

Yazmyne’z Hookah Lounge, Baked
‘n Sconed, Baseball Chi

summit focusing on the future
growth of Williamson County
and Round Rock. Attendees were
presented with projections that
showed the county’s population
could more than double by 2030
and potentially exceed Travis
County by 2045.
Round Rock and other cities in
the county can expect to feel the
same growing pains that other
large-city suburban communities
throughout the nation have dealt
with, City of Austin Demographer Ryan Robinson said.
See Growth | 33
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Check E.R. Wait Times EMERGENCY
Before You Leave Home. SPEED

In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.
For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627
or (888) 868-2104.

Scan this code or visit stdavids.com/er

stdavids.com/er 2400 Round Rock Ave. • Round Rock, Tx 78681 (512) 341-1000
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As I write my first general manager note to you,
the readers of the Round
Rock/Pflugerville/Hutto
edition of Community
Impact Newspaper, I feel
like the athlete who has
been drafted by his or
her favorite team. You
see, since before my
husband and I moved
here six years ago from
our nation’s capital, I
have been a loyal reader and fan of Community Impact
Newspaper. I am extremely enthusiastic to be a part of
this publication that continues to bring relevant content
to its readers while helping businesses thrive. I know
our readers are informed and expect a lot from this

publication, which is why our team will continue to
work hard to bring you more of what you want—news
that affects your daily life.
Although I’m a native Texan, leaving the D.C. area
was something new for my husband. As we were deciding where we wanted to establish our roots, we knew we
wanted to live in a true “community” where we could
raise a family. That’s exactly what we’ve found here:
enjoying family fun at the Hutto Crawfish Festival,
eating more than our fair share of queso and chips at
Morelia Mexican Grill’s Pflugerville location, taking
advantage of the playgrounds and trails throughout
Round Rock’s Old Settlers Park, and more.
This is our home, and I can’t wait to get back out in
the community to visit with you, our readers.

community feedback

announcement

Take the poll

Our new austin Metro publisher

What is the best thing your city can
do to improve its quality of life for
residents?

As Community Impact Newspaper
continues to grow, we continue to
enhance our leadership structure. With
future growth in mind, Traci Rodriguez
has been named Austin Metro publisher
effective Jan. 2. Rodriguez is wellknown in several of our communities,
having served as general manager for
the Northwest Austin, Central Austin
and Leander/Cedar Park editions. She
brings enthusiasm and knowledge of
the Central Texas region to her new role.
Former Austin Metro Publisher Claire Love has been named
senior vice president of operations. Love was the first Austin
Metro publisher, having been named to that position in 2007.

Amy Ellsworth
General Manager

aellsworth@impactnews.com

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll

Business
Claire Love
Darren Lesmeister
Business Director Misty Pratt
Circulation & Operations Manager David Ludwick
Senior Vice President of operations
Vice President of Finance

last month’s Poll results
In December we covered the Pflugerville ISD controversy
regarding employee insurance coverage for domestic partners. We asked readers what they thought about the issue.

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact
Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s
mission is to build communities of informed citizens
and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a
passionate team. Now, with 13 markets in the Austin,
Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is
distributed to more than 870,000 homes and businesses.

Do you think the PISD board of
trustees should eliminate insurance
coverage of domestic partners?

visit us online
Online exclusive news
impactnews.com

Yes, insurance should not cover domestic partners

Contact us

			

821 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 411
Pflugerville, TX 78660 • 512-989-6808
www.impactnews.com
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Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

No, the district should support the teachers’ wishes

30.81%

rphnews@impactnews.com
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Comments rphfeedback@impactnews.com
subscriptions impactnews.com/subscriptions
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Advertising

Find us on Facebook at
impactnews.com/rph-facebook

I do not think the board should be involved

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_rph

4.03%
Maybe, it depends how much it would cost the district

Correction: Volume 8, Issue 4
On Page 27, the Saturday hours for Ruffles & Rust were not
listed. In addition to its hours Tue.–Fri., the shop is open
10 a.m.–6 p.m. on Saturdays.

2.84%
©2013 JG Media, All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any portion
of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 12/6/12–1/3/13
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(512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT
Sedan

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD 2013 Audi A4 2.0T

Absolutely Zero Down

Safe + Secure Included

$209mo

$359mo
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2013 Porsche
Premium quattro Tiptronic Carrera Coupe
Luxury has Progressed.

$379mo

$1,298mo
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1-Subaru - Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $209.99, final pymt / residual = $12,785. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15
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Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Stock# V4231. Offers with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services until January 31, 2013. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge, first mo. payment paid by Volvo. 3-Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases offered to qualified customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# A7186 based on MSRP $38,185 with Heated front seats, Exhaust tips, iPod cable for music
interface, Convenience and Lighting Pkg. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. First mo. payment paid by Audi. Purchase option at lease end for $20,238.05. 42 monthly payments of $379. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease
end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. Offers expire 1-31-13.. 4-Porche - 36-month closed-end leases offered to qualified customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised offers require
dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Panamera S Hybrid - Stock# W8177 based on lease sale price $97,775. $9,000 total due at lease inception, 36 monthly payments of $1,344, purchase option/residual at lease end
$58,176.25. $350 disposition fee. Exp 11-30-2013.
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IMPACTS
challenge by boosting its attendance by
5.06 percent compared with the previous
year. 512-223-7244. www.3blmedia.com
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Round Rock
Now Open
Wedding and event planners Melinda
Ledbetter and Lisa Rombach opened
Magical Marriages on Jan. 4. The
company offers full-service planning
with rehearsals, setup, directing guests
from a ceremony to a reception and more.
Clients can schedule appointments at their
preferred location. 512-826-0329.
www.magicalmarriages.com
1 Owner Antonio Pastucci opened Lil
Liquors on Dec. 22 at 4500 E. Palm Valley
Blvd. The store is open Mon.–Sat. 10a.m.–
9 p.m. and offers a variety of liquors, wine
and beer. 512-366-5272.
www.lilliquorsllc.com
2 Inchin’s Bamboo Garden opened its
eighth U.S. franchise location Jan. 10. The
restaurant, at 3107 S. I-35, Ste. 760, features
Chinese-Indian fusion cuisine including
kung pao and pan-fried chili paneer
dishes. 512-255-2922.
www.bamboo-gardens.com

.

9 Mustang Boat & RV Storage
completed the expansion of its facilities
at 7525 CR 110 on Nov. 15. The business
added more than 60 covered RV and boat
storage spaces as well as 10,000 square
feet of indoor, climate-controlled general
storage space to its existing facilities.
512-238-1222. www.txmustang.com

11 Cafe Panini, 1105 S. Mays St., Ste. 300,
closed Dec. 14.

In the News
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8 Krave Wine Bar & Bistro at 121
E. Main St. celebrated its one-year
anniversary Jan. 5. The business offers a
large selection of wine and beer, as well as a
full bar and menu. 512-382-5446.
www.kravewinebar.com

10 Morelia Taco Village at 1400 E. Old
Settlers Blvd., Ste. 110, changed its name
to Sonny’s BBQ Bar and Grill in early
December. The restaurant also offers a new
menu featuring barbecue, hamburgers,
wings and appetizers. 512-218-0143
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3 Co-owners Tom and Lara Ruthven
opened Austin Multi-Sport Inc. on Dec.
13 at 1011 Gattis School Road, Ste. 100.
The store offers triathlete training and
equipment for youths and adults including
bike sales and repair, running accessories,
and swimming gear. 512-296-2696.
www.austinmultisport.com
Ann Lombardo launched her home-based
catering business, Baked by Ann, on
Nov. 1 in Round Rock. The business
specializes in baking and delivering 21
flavors of handmade chocolate brownies
throughout the Austin area. 512-626-9019.
www.bakedbyann.com

Coming Soon
4 Owner Jack Raia is planning to open
The Blind Squirrel restaurant at 1105
S. Mays St., Ste. 300, before the end of
January. The restaurant will feature a lunch
menu of fusion-inspired sandwiches.
512-244-6888
5 Co-owners Joe and Lee Ann Roblee are
planning to open Anytime Fitness

Map not to scale

at 1150 Satellite View in late February. The
24-hour fitness club will offer a range of
strength equipment, training classes and
tanning facilities in a new, 5,000-squarefoot building. Membership presales begin
Jan. 25. 512-813-2380, www.facebook.com/
anytimefitnessroundrock

Relocations
6 After 15 years in the Renaissance
Square Shopping Center at 1601 S. I-35,
Ste. 325, Kaleidoscope Toys relocated
Jan. 12 to 110 N. I-35, Ste. 375. Owner
Terry Myers opened the business out of
her home in Round Rock 24 years ago. The
specialty toy store features science-themed
toys, arts and crafts, games and puzzles for
infants through adults. Open Mon.–Sat.
10 a.m.–7 p.m. and Sun. noon–5 p.m.
512-388-5048. www.kstoy.com

School Notes
7 On Dec. 17, Stony Point High School,
1801 Tiger Trail, was recognized as the
winner of the Get Schooled 2012 Fall
Attendance Challenge. Stony Point beat
out 31 other Central Texas schools in the

The Round Rock Express announced
Dec. 19 the addition of six staff members
to the Minor League Baseball team’s
front office. Jill Cacic became the new
director of communications, Stuart
Scally was promoted to senior account
executive, Corey Woods was named
stadium maintenance manager of The Dell
Diamond, Juliana Benavides and Lindsey
Gordon were hired as account executives,
and Whitney Rhoden was named
marketing coordinator. 512-255-2255.
www.roundrockexpress.com

Pflugerville
Now Open
12 On Jan. 2, co-owners Dave Erb and
Brad Updegraff opened Dave’s Ultimate
Automotive at 900 W. Pecan St., Ste.
300. The Pflugerville business is the third
Austin-area location for the full-service
automobile shop, which has been in
business for 15 years. The new shop has
eight service bays and serves all makes
and models of automobiles. 512-989-3283.
www.davesua.com
13 Attorney Richard Cahan opened the
Law Office of Richard Cahan on
Dec. 1 at 401 W. Pecan St., Ste. B. The
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Compiled by JP Eichmiller

15 NewQuest Properties, the developer of
the Stone Hill Town Center at 18820 Hill
Top Commercial Drive, announced Jan. 7
that the shopping center would be adding
more than 35,000 square feet of retail space
in 2013. The new structure will be located
west of the existing Cinemark movie
theater, NewQuest broker Josh Friedlander
said. Signed tenants include Kirkland’s,
a home decor retailer, and Charming
Charlie, a fashion accessory retailer. Both
businesses are expected to be open in the
fourth quarter of 2013, Friedlander said.
281-477-4300. www.newquest.com
16 Restaurant chain Chili’s signed a lease
in December to open a new restaurant at
the Stone Hill Town Center at 18820 Hill
Top Commercial Drive. The restaurant
is expected to open in the first quarter of
2014, NewQuest Properties broker Josh
Friedlander said. 281-477-4300.
www.newquest.com

Relocations
17 White Rock Veterinary Clinic is
expected to relocate in May from 2700 W.
Pecan St., Ste. 315, to a new, freestanding
location at 2509 W. Pecan St. The clinic
is owned by Dr. Todd Riggan and has
operated as a full-service, small-animal
diagnostic hospital in Pflugerville for
more than 11 years. The move will allow

18 The window for filing applications
for the Pflugerville ISD board of trustees
election for Places 3, 4 and 5 begins Jan. 30
and runs through March 1. Applications
are available at the PISD administration
building at 1401 W. Pecan St. There are
seven members of the board, each elected
at-large to serve staggered, three-year
terms. Early voting for the election runs
April 29 through May 7, and election day is
May 11. 512-594-0000.
www.pflugervilleisd.net

Expansions
19 Morelia Mexican Grill completed an
expansion of its space Jan. 1. The Mexican
restaurant, located at 18900 Limestone
Commercial Drive, Ste. 100, in the Stone
Hill Town Center, added a 2,600-squarefoot private party room that can host up to
200 people and includes a bar, drop-down
projector and sound system, Operations
Manager Yamil Hernandez said.
512-670-3463.
www.moreliamexicangrill.com

In the News
20 The Pflugerville Community
Development Corp. is accepting
applications for the inaugural Leadership
Pflugerville Program through Jan. 25. The
program is designed to recruit and develop
local leaders through education about the
city’s history, government, social needs and
opportunities. Registration for the course
is $100 Classes take place at the PCDC
offices at 203 W. Main St., Ste. E, on the
first Wednesday of each month from
6–9 p.m. begining Feb. 6 and running
through June 5. 512-990-3725.
www.pfdevelopment.com

21 Hutto Family Eye Care is scheduled
to move from its current location at 202
Hwy. 79 to a new building at 401 Exchange
Blvd. in mid- to late February. The business
is co-owned by Aaron Johle and Dr. Sarah
C. Johle and offers optometry eye care
including exams, glasses, contact lenses,
and pre- and postoperative care.
512-846-1004.
www.huttofamilyeyecare.com
22 Tiger Rock Martial Arts of Hutto
is expected to move to a new location
in Hutto. Co-owners Mark and Karen
Hatchett announced Jan. 9 that the
business would relocate from its current
location at 636 W. Front St. Ste. 500, to a
new, 6,800-square-foot building at 503 W.
Front St. before the end of February. Karen
said the business offers classes to all age
groups in tae kwon do, grappling and jiujitsu. 512-846-1112.
www.tigerrocktexas.com

3
Co-owners Tom and Lara Ruthven opened Austin
Multi-Sport Inc. in Round Rock on Dec. 13.

8
Krave Wine Bar & Bistro in Round Rock
celebrated its one-year anniversary Jan. 5.

School Notes
Hutto ISD is accepting applications for
the election of three at-large seats on the
board of trustees. Filing for applications
begins Jan. 30 and runs through March
1. Application information and drop-off
or mail-in addresses can be found on the
district’s website. Trustees serve four-year
terms. Election day is May 11.
512-759-3771. www.hutto.texed.net

13
The Law Office of Richard Cahan held a ribboncutting ceremony in Pflugerville on Dec. 13.

New Ownership
23 James Guzman took over ownership
and management of Christian Brothers
Automotive at 580 Hwy. 79 on Nov. 1. The
business is a complete automotive service
and repair shop for all makes and models.
The shop features three Automotive
Service Excellence certified technicians
and is open Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
512-759-3760. www.cbac.com/store/hutto

23
James Guzman took over ownership of Christian
Brothers Automotive in Hutto on Nov. 1.
News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or
Hutto? E-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Our Gold Standards:

512-642-5994
123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

John F. McEntire,
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek,
DDS

Find us on
Facebook!

Official Partner of the
Round Rock Express

Courtesy Tom Ruthven

School Notes

Relocations

JP Eichmiller

14 Shawn Faulk, owner of StarCorp Inc.
management company, is planning to open
Pflugerville’s first food truck trailer park
around Feb. 1, depending on the weather.
The park, Pflugerville Pfood Ranch, will
be located on approximately 3 acres at
2205 W. Pecan St. Faulk said the park
could eventually host up to 14 food trucks
but will start off with four to six, including
Hall of Flame BBQ, Greengos Home
Cooking and Hey Cupcake!. 512-923-9753

Hutto

Courtesy Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce

Coming Soon

the business to more than double its space
and expand services to include boarding,
grooming, a self-serve dog wash and a
drive-thru for medication and food pickup.
The clinic is open Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
and Sat. 8 a.m.–noon. 512-670-5400.
www.whiterockvet.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comfortable, Modern Office
Care with a Gentle Touch
On-Time Scheduling
Family Block Appointments
Conservative Treatment
Fun for Kids
Insurance Friendly
Monthly Payment Plans
Emergencies Seen Promptly
Sedation Dentistry Available

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t ry. co m

Amy Ellsworth

single-attorney law office specializes
in general law, toll issues and financial
advising. 512-761-7636.
www.cahanlaw.com
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FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16
• Pflugerville’s first Pediatric
Dentist.
• Most insurance accepted. As a
courtesy, we will file primary
insurance for you.
• Kids love our state of the art
facility, gaming arcade, and
movies while you wait.
• Specializing in special needs
patients of all ages.
• In office sedation and hospital
privileges.
Dr. Bain
D
B i was ffeatured
d iin TIME magazine for 2012 Texas Doctor
Award and Texas Monthly for Super Dentist 2012. Come see what
all the rage is about! Book an appointment today!
Visit our facebook page for more details! facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren
Like us on facebook!
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Put the power of a
conversation to work
on your finances

The start of the year is the perfect time
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to
take a look at your finances and figure
out where improvements can be made.
One quick and easy discussion about
your priorities and goals can help you take
control of your finances and create the year
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a
conversation today.

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*
*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)
782802_07195 10x6.04 4c.indd 1
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City & County

News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, Williamson and Travis counties

Compiled by JP Eichmiller

Plans modified for
Hutto YMCA facility

Round Rock The City’s Rock ‘N
Lights holiday light tour will become an
annual event in the future, said Roger
Heaney, Round Rock Parks and Recreation marketing director.
The event featured hundreds of lights
displays along a 1.5 mile driveable path
through Old Settlers Park. The display
was unveiled Dec. 2 as part of the annual
5K Rotary Reindeer Run. The event was
open to the public Dec. 3–31 and drew a
larger-than-expected attendance, Heaney
said.
“It was definitely a success,” Heaney
said. “On some of the nights, we had
more than 1,000 vehicles.”
The Round Rock Parks and Recreation
Department worked in cooperation
with the City of Grand Prairie to set up
the Rock ‘N Lights event. Grand Prairie
hosts a similar holiday drive-thru light
display called Prairie Lights. Heaney said
the two cities will share displays in future
years in order to offer visitors new displays each year and to cut down on costs.
“[Rock ‘N Lights] will be back next
year, and our hope is that it will be even

Hutto Because of larger-thanexpected costs for the construction
of a new YMCA facility, Hutto City
Council on Dec. 20 added an additional
$550,000 to the project’s budget.
Hutto voters approved a $5 million bond in 2009 to construct the
25,000-square-foot YMCA recreational
facility.
“One of the things that budget failed
to include was site work and utilities,”
Hutto Assistant City Manager Micah
Grau said. “We had to make some decisions to come up with other funds.”
Grau said $400,000 of the new
funding will come from ceritificates
of obligation the city will issue. The
remaining $150,000 will come from city
reserve funds.

Williamson County To shine
some light on historical pieces in its
collection, The Williamson Museum
is launching an Artifact of the Month
program for 2013.
During January, the museum will
feature an 1875 Geister clock created by
Welch, Spring and Co. that the museum
has had in its collection since about
2005, curator Ann Evans said.
Evans said the program is meant to
help “people to see what we really do
collect and want to preserve,” including
photos and artifacts that tell the general
story of Williamson County’s culture
and history.
Upcoming items, which will be
unveiled on the first Friday of each
month, vary and sometimes correspond
with monthly themes, Evans said.

More than

2 million lights

3,000

More than
runners and
walkers participated in the 5K Rotary
Reindeer Run to kick off the event

16,239

vehicles passed
through the tour

67,746

people
viewed the
lights display

The event was held along a 1.5 mile path
through Old Settlers Park

130

New YMCA
recreation
center

idt B
lvd.

Rock ‘N Lights by the numbers

chm

bigger and better,” Heaney said. “It was
great we had local options to Austin’s
[Trail of Lights] for people who did not
want to drive that far.”

TOLL
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First food truck trailer park coming to city
Pflugerville Plans are
in the works to bring a food
truck trailer park to the City
of Pflugerville.
Shawn Faulk, the owner of
Star Co. Coffeehouse & Cafe
and developer of the Round
Rock Food Trailer Park,
announced in December that
St.
Pecan
he would be opening the park
at 2205 W. Pecan St.
Heatherwilde
Blvd.
“It will be the first [food
trailer] park in Pflugerville,”
Two food trailers began operating in December at the location
Faulk said. “We are going to
of the future Pflugerville Pfood Ranch at 2205 W. Pecan St.
start a little smaller, probably
with six to 10 trailers. We will
go up to 15 [trailers].”
which encompasses roughly 3 acres,
Faulk said the park is expected to open Faulk said.
in February and will be known as the
“There will be artisans there, a food
Pflugerville Pfood Ranch.
trailer park and plenty of parking,”
Trailers for Hall of Flame BBQ and
Faulk said. “We are working with Travis
Greengos Home Cooking are already in
County … so we will be able to do more
operation in front of the planned site,
than we were in Williamson County.”
JP Eichmiller

History museum
launches 2013
artifact program

The first Rock ‘N Lights drive-thru holiday lights
event was held Dec. 3–31 at Old Settlers Park in
Round Rock.

Ed S

Courtesy City of Round Rock

Rock ‘N Lights
tabbed a success

401 W. Front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov
First and third Thursday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville City Council

100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com
Second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville
Pflugerville has
been the home of
Community Impact
Newspaper for seven
years, and it appears
the city will continue
to host the compaJohn Garrett
ny’s corporate offices
for at least another decade.
John Garrett Community Impact
Newspaper co-founder and CEO, agreed
to an incentive agreement Dec. 18 with
the City of Pflugerville and the Pflugerville Community Development Corp. to
construct a $2.5 million, 16,000-squarefoot corporate headquarters within
the 130 Commerce Center mixed-use
development park in East Pflugerville.
“I think the location is a big part of
the future of the Central Texas business
corridor,” Garrett said. “Ultimately it
gives us a home.”
Garrett said he hopes to have the
company moved into the new location
before the end of 2013.
“We want a building that reflects the
quality of our paper and the quality of
our people,” Garrett said.
In exchange for building its new
headquarters in Pflugerville, the PCDC
agreed to sell Community Impact
a 5-acre tract for $50 and provide
$100,000 for capital expenditures. The
city agreed to rebate 50 percent of the
company’s property taxes for 10 years
and waive all development fees.
The agreement requires Community
Impact to keep its headquarters at
the new site for 10 years and maintain at least 50 full-time employees in
Pflugerville.
Garrett and his wife, Jennifer, are
Pflugerville High School graduates who
founded Community Impact Newspaper
in 2005. The company has grown from
one newspaper serving the Pflugerville
and Round Rock communities to 13
separate newspapers with 90 employees and a total monthly circulation of
more than 870,000 covering the Austin,
Houston and Dallas metropolitan areas.

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
Hutto City Council

‘Community Impact
Newspaper’ signs
Pflugerville deal

Round Rock City Council

216 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov
Second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.

Travis County Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
512-854-9555, www.traviscounty.org
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson County
Commissioners Court

710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph
For these stories and other
online-exclusive content, visit
www.impactnews.com
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Take the first
step toward
better health.

Modern Technology
hometown spirit

Modern technology makes
it possible to bank where you
are with online services from
your cell or laptop. our new
mobile app is available for
iPhone® and Android™ phones.
you can view your account
balances, transfer funds and
more. Bank where you are,
wherever you are.

FREE Seminar:
Weight Loss Surgery
Lose weight and keep it off. Weight
loss surgery offers a comprehensive
solution that incorporates lifestyle
changes with a surgical procedure
to improve your overall health and
help you live a longer, happier life.
Join us for a free seminar to find out
if weight loss surgery is right for you.

Modern technology.
Hometown spirit.

Seminar will be held on
January 23, 12:00 p.m.
Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway, Learning Room 3
Round Rock, Texas 78665
Jinnie A. Bruce, MD, FACS
Patrick C. Dillawn, MD, FACS
Mario A. Longoria, MD, FACS

Limited Seating. Sign up Today!
(512) 324-4818

SetonSurgicalGroup.com

Fun Family Dentistry
For All Ages
Most major insurances accepted.
Accepting new patients. Adults
and children beginning at 6m of
age are welcome!
Playroom for children and TVs in
every room.

Drs. Robert and Kristen Hendricks and family

:[kb`am^klfbe^bl
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500 Round Rock Ave.
255-2501

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

7509 O’Connor Dr.
246-6010

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

1600 W. Pecan
251-7889

721 Hwy 183
778-5757

FirstTexasBank.net

CARPOOLING GETS
YOUR GREEN
RESOLUTIONS
ON THE
RIGHT TRACK.
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1901 Bagdad Rd.
259-2443

Proudly serving our customers since 1898.
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1912 West Pecan Street
Ste A-103
Pflugerville, Tx 78660
www.brightsmilestexas.com
se habla espanol

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567
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at the capitol

By Karen Brooks Harper
Capitol Correspondent

News from the 83rd Legislative Session

Lawmakers facing wealth of budget decisions
There is only one piece of legislation the
state constitution requires the Texas Legislature to pass each session: the budget.
The battle over tens of billions of dollars
in state spending has already begun, as has
the discussion on how to limit the growth
of future spending.
State leaders have pledged to spend no
more than $77.4 billion in nondedicated
funds for the next budget cycle after the
Legislative Budget Board set a spending
growth cap of 10.71 percent in November.
Austerity option
Lawmakers could tighten the belt even
further if conservatives can muster support
for austerity.
John Colyandro, executive director of
the Texas Conservative Coalition Research
Institute, said deficits and runaway spending threaten the economy.
“The current fiscal crisis in Washington
illustrates the consequences of fiscal irresponsibility,” Colyandro said in a statement.
But more left-leaning lawmakers cautioned against making decisions that might
further limit necessary services.
“As a legislator, I would not be representing my district in Houston if I were
to not ensure that Texas moves forward

9

in a responsible way that provides for the
growth of its citizens and the needs of its
children, the elderly, colleges, universities, financial aid for college students, and
middle-income Texans,” said Rep. Sylvester
Turner, D-District 139, vice chairman of
the House Appropriations Committee.
Spending growth cap
The cap adopted unanimously by the
budget board, a permanent joint HouseSenate committee that advises the Legislature on the budget, is the amount the state
comptroller’s office projects for the average
per capita income growth from 2014–15.
The Texas Constitution requires lawmakers increase the amount of spending at
a rate matched by personal income growth.
Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst have expressed support for
changing the law to require that rate be
set by the percent of inflation and population growth, a lower figure than personal
income growth.
Conservatives said strengthening or lowering the cap should be part of any plan to
prevent runaway spending.
“Texas, where we must balance the state
budget every two years, is a superior model
to Washington,” Colyandro said.

Austin Metro area representatives

Sen. Donna Campbell Rep. Tony Dale
R-District 25
R-District 136
Elected 2012
Elected 2012

Rep. Dawnna Dukes
D-District 46
Elected 1996

Rep. Marsha Farney
R-District 20
Elected 2012

Rep. Larry Gonzales
R-District 52
Elected 2010

Rep. Donna Howard
D-District 48
Elected 2006

Rep. Jason Isaac
R-District 45
Elected 2010

Rep. John Kuempel
R-District 44
Elected 2010

Rep. Elliott Naishtat
D-District 49
Elected 1990

Rep. Eddie Rodriguez
D-District 51
Elected 2002

Sen. Charles
Schwertner, RDist. 5, Elected 2012

Rep. Mark Strama
D-District 50
Elected 2004

Sen. Kirk Watson
D-District 14
Elected 2006

Rep. Paul Workman
R-District 47
Elected 2010

Sen. Judith Zaffirini
D-District 21
Elected 1986

We are a small community of faith
seeking to know God in simple,
thoughtful, warm and reverent ways.
We incorporate contemplative and
liturgical elements into worship.

We are:

• Structured, but not rigid
• Rhythmic, but not routine
• Formal, but not stuffy

Spring Baseball Registration Now Open!!!
Ages 4-14 years old
Spring Season runs March - May

You are Invited to
Grace Baptist Church
First Worship Service
Sunday, January 20, 10:30-11:30am

www.gracewilco.com

Register online at www.sambassbaseball.org

Temporarily meeting in the Chapel of Texas Baptist Children’s Home: 1101 North Mays Street, Round Rock TX
(Child care birth through age three provided)

Feeling Pain? We’re In Your Neighborhood.
Austin Pain Associates provides comprehensive,
state-of-the-art treatments to ensure you receive the most
complete care possible. We treat all types of pain, such as:
• back pain • arthritis • headaches
• neck pain • sciatica • fibromyalgia

512-416-PAIN (7246)

www.AustinPainAssociates.com

Now with 11 area locations –
including Round Rock,
Georgetown and N. Austin
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Seton Care for
Your Entire Family
Our network of primary care clinics offers
convenient access to wellness and preventive
care, chronic disease management and minor
emergency care.
Call today to schedule your flu shot!

Welcome, Dr. Dao and Dr. Kurunthottical.

Yen Kim Dao, DO
Internal Medicine
(adults age 18 and older)

Stone Hill Shopping Center
1512 Town Center Drive, Ste. 100
Pflugerville, Texas 78660
Phone: 512-324-4875

nt s!
Now acce pt in g patieary
con sult ation

Please call to sch edu le you r

complim ent

Wildflower Orthodontics offers a variety of
advanced orthodontic treatments to create your
ideal smile, including:

Joseph Giasi
DDS, MS

Happy New Year!!

Seton Williamson Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 401
Round Rock, Texas 78665
Phone: 512-324-4813

Red Bud Ln

Forest Creek Dr.

• Braces for children, teens, and adults
• Aesthetic and self-ligating braces
• Premier Preferred Provider for Invisalign®
and Invisalign Teen™
• Incognito™ lingual braces

Raju Kurunthottical, DO
Family Medicine

Gattis School Rd.

Start the year off right with a beautiful new smile.
Contact us for details.

1701 Red Bud Ln. #200 Round Rock, TX 78664
www.wildflowerortho.com • 512.520.7585

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com
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Susan VanDeWater

Year in Photos

JP Eichmiller

From left: Marty Feher, Mike Leyva and Ken Flatt, co-owners
of Atomic Garage in Round Rock, were featured on Discovery
Channel’s “Texas Car Wars” show in 2012.

Joe Lanane

The City of Round Rock hosted the 3rd Annual Chalk Walk event Oct. 5 and 6 on the streets of downtown. The
free event allowed hundreds of artists to display their talents on chalk murals drawn on the pavement. Visitors
were also able to enjoy live music performances, craft displays, activities and food vendors.

The Round Rock Food Trailer Park opened for
business Oct. 1 at 500 N. Mays St. in Round Rock
with 12 mobile food trailer vendors.

JP Eichmiller

Jenny Tenbush

Courtesy Aldrin Dalere

Phase I of the Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority water
project, a joint colaboration of the cities of Round Rock, Cedar
Park and Leander, went active July 13.

The Pflugerville ISD board of trustees voted Dec. 13 to uphold
a district insurance plan for domestic partners. The issue drew
national media attention to the district.

A statue honoring Dr. Robert Peters, a longtime
Round Rock physician, was unveiled Sept. 13 at the
Sharon Prete Plaza. Peters died Jan. 13, 2012.

Want Your Children to Learn Spanish?

RoundRockMontessoriSchool
ol

Round Rock’s Premiere Private Spanish Immersion Preschool & Child Care Center

Now Enrolling Ages 6 Weeks - 5 Years
Round Rock Ave

for Full and Part-Time Programs
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First Month of
Enrollment
Expires 2/28/13
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50% Off

201 West Bagdad Avenue | Round Rock,TX. 78664
512-589-2931 | www.txspanishacademy.com
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Dr. Manish Chauhan

Dr. Todd Gage

Dr. Michael S. Grad

Dr. Paolo V. Venegoni

Dr. Robert J. Wozniak

Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas is the leader
in the delivery of personalized, comprehensive stateof-the-art cardiovascular care in Texas, providing our
patients access to the latest in technology, therapies
and techniques.

We believe in the sacred relationship
between physician and patient that will last a lifetime.
In keeping with that goal, we will keep focus on
delivering the personalized patient care that truly
makes our practice a center of excellence.
Sa

m

Ba

Wyoming Springs Dr.

a
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We welcome you to Cardiovascular Specialists
of Texas

.
35

and look forward to the opportunity to provide you
with this superior cardiovascular care.

7215 Wyoming Springs Dr. | Bldg 1, Ste. 100 | Round Rock, Texas 78681

Join Zed’s for a Valentine’s Day celebration featuring
live music from Mr. Jamie and the Blues Posse, a
special prix fixe menu, and roses for the ladies.

(512) 807-3180 | www.cstheart.com
501 Canyon Ridge Drive | 512.339.ZEDS (9337) | www.zeds.bz
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Brothers Ramzi and Mahmoud
Sahouri offer more than 70 flavors of
tobacco, including Blue Mist, Rose
and vanilla, as well as Egyptian hookahs ($15.99 for one; three people per
hookah).
The brothers opened Yazmyne’z
Hookah Lounge in March, and Ramzi
said the reception from customers has
been “incredible.”
The best part of running the business, he said, has been the social
aspect.
“Weekends are packed,” he said.
“I’ve met plenty of people, [and] everybody’s cool to me.”
Yazmyne’z has recently been
repainted and added new furniture,
and Ramzi said they will be expanding the space to include a restaurant in
the adjoining suite.
Yazmyne’z Restaurant and Mediterranean Cuisine will feature family
recipes for rice plates and pizzas, and
will also offer gyros, kebabs and shawarma plates.
Prices will range from $8–$15.
Ramzi said they hope to have the
space open by mid-January.
The hookah lounge will continue to
be BYOB; the restaurant will not serve
alcohol.
Hours: 5 p.m.–1 a.m. Sun.–Thu. and
5 p.m.–3 a.m. Fri.–Sat.
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1100 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 118
Pflugerville
512-989-5851.
www.yazmynezhookahbar.com

Baked ‘n Sconed
Executive Chef Tiffany Anders
opened Baked ‘n Sconed with her aunt
and uncle, Cissy and Andrew Rodriguez, on Nov. 12.
Anders said the reception from
those who have visited the restaurant
has been very positive.
“We have our regulars now,” she
said. “I’m happy there’s people here
every day.”
Anders—who said she’s also known
as the “executive scone-ologist”—
said the best-selling items have been
the scones, all created from her own
recipes.
Customers can choose from a wide
selection of savory or sweet options,
including cranberry almond, chocolate chip, blueberry lemon and bacon
cheddar chive ($1 each or $9 per
dozen).
The Hutto eatery also offers lunch
that includes sandwiches, quiche, salads, coffee, tea and other desserts.
Lunch service usually begins
around 10 a.m., Anders said, and

Photos by Annie Drabicky

Yazmyne’z
Hookah Lounge
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Impacts Update

In a previous issue, we told you
these businesses were now
open, coming soon or relocating.
How are they doing now?

THE JANUARY ISSUE

Tiffany Anders is executive chef at Baked ‘n Sconed in Hutto.

customers may use the restaurant’s
drive-thru if they are short on time.
The restaurant, which employs
nine people, is open 6 a.m.– 9 p.m. on
Thursdays, 6 a.m.–6 p.m. Monday–
Wednesday and Friday, 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday and 7 a.m.–2 p.m. Sunday.

Exchange Blvd.

79

143 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100
Hutto
512-222-5200.
www.bakednsconed.com

Baseball Chi
Dustin and Mona Elliott opened
Baseball Chi, an 8,035-square-foot
baseball and softball training facility
in Round Rock, on April 1.
Dustin said the goal was to create a
“comprehensive facility that covered
everything related to baseball.”
The facility includes pitching
machines, workout areas and yoke
training bars, and offers on-site
instruction for boys and girls.
“Parents want to give their children advantages,” he said. “Baseball
has gotten so competitive. They play
year-round, [and] you have to prepare
yourself for that.”
The couple said that more than 100
athletes use the facility regularly, with
another 200 or so who come in for
workouts occasionally.
Mona said the response from both

parents and students has been positive.
“They approach us [and] share the
success of their kids getting stronger
and better,” she said. “They go out of
their way to say, ‘I love coming here.
The music, the warmer environment.”
The couple said most of the athletes
come from Round Rock, though they
also have students come from Hutto
and Pflugerville. Dustin said every
athlete is different, but most start
training around the age of 9 or 10.
Options for students include oneon-one lessons ($55, 45 minutes),
team hitting classes ($129, one hour
per week for one month), monthly
workout classes ($99 per month) and
multimonth memberships.
Hours are: 3:30–8:30 p.m. Mon.–
Fri., 11 a.m.–4 p.m. Sat. and noon–
4 p.m. Sun.

Dustin and Mona Elliott opened Baseball
Chi in Round Rock in April 2012.
35

Hesters

Rd.
Crossing

2200 S. I-35, Ste. B2, at Sky Ridge
Plaza, Round Rock
512-382-9445.
www.baseballchi.com
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A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated
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• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified

Travis Bias, DO
Family Medicine

512.252.1505

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pﬂugerville
1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112 • Pﬂugerville
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Hutto City Council

Big decisions made in 2012

Top issues for 2013

• Farley Street
The streetscape of Farley Street saw the
additions of angled parking, wide sidewalks, trees, landscaping, park benches
and LED streetlights.

• Wastewater treatment capacity
The city completed a wastewater master
plan study in 2012, which revealed the
need for additional capacity in the next
two years. The city will consider expanding the current facility or building a new
one along Brushy Creek in 2013.

Courtesy City of Hutto

• New staff
David Mitchell was appointed as interim
city manager on Jan. 1, 2012, and officially took over the position in April. The
city also hired Peter Scheets as the new
police chief in January 2012.
• Annexation
The city expanded portions of its boundary to Toll 130 to coincide with the
additions of water and wastewater lines
in the area.

From left: Hutto City Council members Paul Prince, Veronica “Ronnie” Quintanilla-Perez,
Anne Cano, Mayor Debbie Holland, Max Yeste, Melanie Rios and Michael J. Smith

Terms and compensation

The council meets at 7 p.m. on the first
and third Thursdays of the month at City
Council Chambers, 401 W. Front St.
512-759-4033 • www.huttotx.gov

The mayor and council serve three-year
terms with no term limits and without
compensation.

Big decisions made in 2012

Top issues for 2013

• Water
The city completed a water master plan
and a wastewater master plan to help lay
out goals for infastructure development.
The city was also successful in stopping
a SouthWest Water Co. rate increase for
Pflugerville customers.

• Utilities
The city plans to continue negotiations
with SouthWest Water Co. regarding future water rates and service to
Pflugerville residents. The city will also
work with Manville Water Supply Co.
to upgrade its water supply services in
Pflugerville.

• Data center
The Pflugerville Community Development Corp. announced a deal was in
the works to develop a $210 million data
center project in Pflugerville. The PCDC
offered more than $13 million in incentives to the landowners and developers
to secure the project, which city officials
believe will help lower property taxes.
• Finances
The city was able to lower its property
tax rate by half a cent and refinanced
several existing bonds, saving taxpayers
alnost $8 million in interest throughout
the life of the bonds.

• Capital projects
The city transfers extra tax revenue into a
general capital reserve fund for one-time
purchases relating to capital projects.
The city is looking for new projects to
fund in 2013. Past projects include refurbishing City Hall, trail upgrades and an
electric car charging station.
• Pflugerville ISD expansion
PISD is considering construction of a
new high school in East Pflugerville in
the coming years. The expansion of the
district will likely require major infrastructure investments from the city on the
roads and utilities in the area.

Round Rock City Council

From left: Round Rock City Council members Carlos T. Salinas, Craig Morgan, George
White, Kris Whitfield, Mayor Alan McGraw, Joe Clifford and John Moman

Meetings

Terms and compensation

Council meets at 7 p.m., second and fourth
Thursday of the month January to October,
second Thursday and fourth Tuesday
in November, first and third Thursday in
December at City Hall, 221 E. Main St.
512-218-5401 • www.roundrocktexas.gov

The mayor and council serve three-year
terms with no term limits. The mayor is
paid $1,000 per month; council members
are paid $750 per month. All receive a
$200 per month vehicle allowance.

• Downtown Incentive Program
The program began in 2012 and provides
incentives for business development in
Hutto’s 1911 Historic District through fee
reductions, and property and sales tax
rebates.

• EWCHEC opens
The new East Williamson County Higher
Education Center is on schedule to
open this fall. The campus will offer local
citizens higher education opportunities
through Temple College and Texas State
Technical College.
• Transportation
The city is planning several transportation projects to improve infrastructure.
The city will reconstruct Mager Lane to
improve access around Hutto Elementary School. The city is acquiring right
of way for reconstruction of FM 685,
which includes a new bridge over Brushy
Creek.

Pflugerville City Council

Courtesy City of Pflugerville

Meetings

Courtesy City of Round Rock

City and County Update
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From left: Pflugerville City Council members Mayor Jeff Coleman, Brad Marshall, Omar
Peña, Wayne Cooper, Starlet Sattler and Victor Gonzales

Meetings

Terms and compensation

The council meets at 7 p.m. the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the month at City
Council Chambers, 100 E. Main St.,
Ste. 500. 512-990-6101
www.pflugervilletx.gov/council

The mayor and council serve three-year
terms with three-term limits and without
compensation.

Big decisions made in 2012

Top issues for 2013

• Road projects
The city took on dozens of road improvement projects as part of a $58 million,
five-year transportation plan implemented in 2011. Completed projects include
Sam Bass Road improvements, Phase
1 of the La Frontera road rehabilitation,
and traffic light installations and synchronizations at 31 intersections.

• Indoor Sports Complex
Construction is expected to be completed by late 2013 on the $14.5 million,
81,500-square-foot Indoor Sports
Complex. The city hopes the complex
will be a destination attraction for sports
tournaments and draw tourism revenue
for hotels, restaurants and shops.

• Play for All Abilities Park
The park was designed, built and funded
through a collaboration of the city,
private donors and local businesses. The
$1.3 million park opened in March and is
designed to allow children with disabilities to play and develop skills.

• Declining Dell revenue
Norwood said the city will continue to
keep a close eye on Dell Inc. sales tax
revenue, which has been declining in
recent years. The city has put a plan in
place to lower its overall dependence
on Dell to no more than 20 percent of its
operating budget by 2017.

• Downtown
City Manager Steve Norwood said the
additions of restaurants and the food
trailer park have helped draw attention
toward downtown. Norwood said demand for land and buildings downtown
is at an all-time high.

• Police and fire departments
Norwood said the city will be investigating methods to increase funding for the
city’s police and fire departments’ funding. Both departments are struggling to
keep pace with the city’s rapid population growth, he said.
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County commissioners

Meetings

County judge: Samuel T. Biscoe

The Travis County
Commissioners Court meets
at 9 a.m. every Tuesday.

700 Lavaca St., Ste. 2.700,
Austin • 512-854-9555
Precinct 1:

Ron Davis
700 Lavaca St., Ste. 2.200,
Austin • 512-854-4897

Precinct 2: Sarah Eckhardt
700 Lavaca St., Ste. 2.300,
Austin • 512-854-9222
Precinct 3: Gerald Daugherty
700 Lavaca St., Ste. 2.400,
Austin • 512-854-9333
Precinct 4:

Margaret Gómez
700 Lavaca St., Ste. 1510,
Austin • 512-854-9444

Travis County Administration
Building
700 Lavaca St., Austin
512-845-9020
www.co.travis.tx.us

Terms and
compensation
The Travis County judge and
commissioners serve four-year
terms. The judge earns $114,925,
and the commissioners earn
$88,812–$95,595 annually.

Big decisions made in 2012

Top issues for 2013

• Construction of Emergency
Services Operations Center
The new building is 30,000 square feet
with space for departments including
911 Communications, Emergency Management, Hazardous Materials, the Sheriff’s Office, and the Williamson County
and Cities Health District Emergency
Management Division. It provides additional space for the Emergency Communications Department with 21 consoles
for dispatchers and upgrades the 911
emergency communications system.

• Endangered species listings:
After submitting scientific studies
performed by SWCA Environmental
Consultants, the county will be notified
about the listings by Aug. 22. Commissioner Valerie Covey said she feels the
submitted data will show the salamanders are most affected by rainfall totals,
not infrastructure or development.

• Salamanders to potentially be
listed as endangered by feds
Williamson County officials opposed
the listing of the Georgetown, Salado
and Jollyville Plateau salamanders as
an endangered species. According to
county officials, if salamanders residing
in Williamson County are put on the list
of endangered species, the listing has
the potential to affect development and
all future building in the county.

• Continue working with cities to
plan mobility for the future:
As Williamson County continues to grow,
mobility will continue to be a need in
the county, Watson said. Cooperative
planning is needed between cities and
the county to ensure that east/west and
north/south corridors are planned for
future growth, she said.

• The 2006 Road Bond program
2012 saw the completion and start of
several roadway projects intended to improve mobility. The county oversaw the
completion of Chandler Road from I-35
to Hwy. 95, Ronald Reagan Boulevard
Phase 4 began construction, and the
court allocated the last of the funds from
voter-approved road bonds. Williamson
County started its Road Bond program in
1999 with the first voter-approved road
bond election in 2000 and its second in
2006. Mobility is one of the top issues for
Williamson County, according to Public
Information Officer Connie Watson.

• Vote centers for elections:
The centers will bring all-electronic voting to Williamson County.

• Changes to health care, including
the 1115 Waiver
According to Watson, the biggest health
care challenges facing the county are
the large number of uninsured, access
to care for the uninsured and under-insured, and rising costs of indigent health
care. The new federal waiver allows
Texas to expand Medicaid managed
care while preserving hospital funding
for indigent care and will capture more
federal dollars to support innovation in
the state’s health care delivery system.
This includes formation of regional health
care partnerships to improve access,
quality, cost-effectiveness and coordination among communities, she said.

Top issues for 2013

• Economic incentives approved
The court approved deals with Apple
Inc. and HID Global before crafting an
official policy that includes a wage floor
and incentives for hiring economically
disadvantaged workers.

• Budgeting
Commissioner Margaret Gomez said the
county must balance providing services
with appropriate taxation. The commissioner wants to make sure residents can
afford to live in the county.

• New Civil and Family Courthouse
planned
The court studied options for building the
$200 million–$300 million project. The
county also sought to increase capacity
in civil and criminal courts.

• Legislative session
The county may have to absorb new
responsibilities as a result of legislation
passed in the current legislative session,
Gomez said. The county will need to factor those tasks into its budgeting.

• Aquifer/water issues
New groundwater regulations were
intended to manage future demand. The
county convened a water supply forum
and crafted the Land, Water and Transportation Plan.

• Water supply
Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt said that
Travis County will partner with surrounding counties and the private sector to
address managing groundwater in a
sustainable manner.

• Wildfire response improved
The court approved funds to create a
regional Community Wildfire Protection
Plan and added a new firefighter aircraft.

• Workforce training
The county will continue to support job
training initiatives and educational opportunities for residents, Eckhardt said.

• Tax changes implemented
The county increased the over 65/
disabled property tax exemption and
capped historic property tax exemptions
at $2,500.

• Transportation
Transportation, roadways and growth
continue to be a long-standing issue for
the county. Officials will look to partner
with public and private organizations
for pedestrian, bike, bus and rail facilities connections to population centers,
Eckhardt said.

• Green space preserved
The county negotiated with building
material supplier TXI for the purchase of
nearly 500 acres of parkland and worked
with the Hill Country Conservancy to
preserve Brockenbrough Ranch.

Williamson County Commissioners Court

Courtesy Williamson County

Joe Olivieri

The Travis County Commissioners Court (from left): Gerald Daugherty, Margaret Gómez,
Judge Samuel T. Biscoe, Sarah Eckhardt and Ron Davis

Big decisions made in 2012

The Williamson County Commissioners Court (from left): Lisa Birkman, Cynthia Long,
Judge Dan Gattis, Valerie Covey and Ron Morrison

County commissioners

Meetings

County judge: Dan A. Gattis

The Williamson County
Commissioners Court meets
at 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday

710 Main St., Ste. 101,
Georgetown • 943-1550
Precinct 1:

Lisa Birkman
1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd., Ste. 100,
Round Rock • 244-8610

Precinct 2: Cynthia Long
350 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 201,
Cedar Park • 260-4280
Precinct 3:

Valerie Covey
3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 153,
Georgetown • 943-3370

Precinct 4:

Ron Morisson
350 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100,
Hutto • 846-1190

Williamson County Courthouse
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1550
www.wilco.org

Terms and
compensation
The county judge and four county
commissioners serve four-year
terms. Each commissioner
receives $83,558.62 per year, and
the county judge’s annual salary
is $102,616.81.

City and County Update

Travis County Commissioners Court

15

16

THE JANUARY ISSUE

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • January 2013

THE JANUARY ISSUE

17

Community Update

City still evaluating whether
to make location permanent
By JP Eichmiller

Prior to October, the City of Round
Rock had no experience in regulating the region’s growing food trailer
industry. Public and private interest,
however, convinced city officials in
September to modify Round Rock’s
zoning regulations to allow a mobile
food vendor park on a trial basis.
The Round Rock Food Trailer Park
opened Oct. 1 at 500 N. Mays St. with
12 vendors offering foods ranging
from cupcakes to Cajun.
“Business was really good at the
start … and they are still doing good,
and they are pulling through and
paying bills,” said Round Rock Food
Trailer Park Manager Shawn Faulk.
Faulk is also the owner of Star Co.
Coffeehouse & Cafe in Round Rock
and a food truck in Austin.
“When [the food trucks] started,

they did triple what [the owners]
thought they were going to do, so they
were really impressed,” he said.
The city has kept a close eye on how
the park is developing and fitting in
with the surrounding area, said Brad
Wiseman, Round Rock Development
Services manager.
“We are still evaluating, but it
seems to be popular, and there seems
to be folks going to it,” Wiseman said.
“We have asked them to do some
things to spruce it up from the street.
... They were real receptive to that to
help it look more attractive.”
The city’s development agreement
with Faulk allows the food trailer park
to operate for a one-year trial period
until September 2013. City Council
will consider whether to permanently
allow zoning for the park prior to the
expiration of the current deal.
“It is too early to say [if the park
will be permanently allowed] at this
point,” Wiseman said. “It definitely
creates some interest in the area, so

JP Eichmiller

Area food trailer park starts strong

Patrons gathered Dec. 19 at the Round Rock Food Trailer Park had the choice of 12 vendors.

you have folks going there, which is
good. It also brings people into the
downtown. Its been a generator of
bringing people into the area.”
The park is currently at maximum
capacity with 14 vendors. Faulk said
he plans to reduce the total to 12 after
two vendors leave in January.
“Everything is going well from the

Higher education
center scheduled to
open summer 2013
New building could be first of many
built at Hutto campus, official says
By JP Eichmiller

Courtesy TSTC

Construction of the first permanent college
campus in Hutto is reportedly ahead of schedule,
and classrooms should be ready for classes to
begin at the end of summer.
Brian Pollard, director of facilities planning
and construction for Texas State Technical College, said construction on the $17 million East
Williamson County Higher Education Center
should be complete by the summer. EWCHEC

Construction on the new East Williamson County Higher Education
Center building continued to move forward in December.

city’s standpoint,” Faulk said. “We had
a meeting with the city, and they have
gotten good feedback from the community. [City officials] said everything
was going well, and they liked it.”
Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search
food trucks

will host TSTC and Temple College.
“[EWCHEC] is a week ahead of schedule,” Pollard said. “The steel frame is all completed, and
they are working on the roof deck. It is moving
right along.
“We are anticipating having the building fully
constructed and moving in mid- or late July. The
building will be open to the public by the end
of August.”
Hutto ISD residents approved a 5 cent branch
maintenance tax in May 2010 to help fund the
operational costs of the 57-acre EWCHEC campus, located west of downtown Hutto between
Toll 130 and CR 108. The Avery family donated
the land for the campus, and the Hutto Economic
Development Corp. and HISD created a nonprofit
corporation capable of issuing bonds to fund the
construction.
For more information visit impactnews.com

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for

A dults, B abies and C hildren

“Let our family treat your family.”
Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for over 9 years.

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

OB ST ET R ICS & GYNE C O LO G Y

Forest Creek

Gattis School Rd.

(512) 310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock, TX 78664

I-35
Lotus Ob.Gyn

Seton Center Pkwy.
CR 112

SAIMA JEHANGIR,
MD, MPH, FACOG

512.716.0971

University Blvd.

Exit 256

FM 1460

Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals,
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations
and Urgent Illness
Se habla espanol

79

I-35

Red Bud

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Lotus Ob.Gyn

Mays

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling
Obstetrical Care
Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause
Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

www.lotusobgyn.com
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665
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2013 Pflugerville Single Stream Recycling Schedule
January 2013–December 2013


Schedule A/Schedule B



January 2013

February 2013

March 2013

April 2013

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

1 2

1 2

1 2 3 4 5 6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

27 28 29 30 31

24 25 26 27 28

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

28 29 30

Lourdes, Gastric Sleeve, December 2011

31

Join us for our free weight loss surgery seminar on February 7, 6:30 p.m.
FREE healthy dinner will be provided.
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center · Classroom 2A
Obesity is something that many people struggle with every day. Not just physically,
but emotionally. If you’re overweight and want to make changes in your life, our
Weight Loss Surgery Seminar is a step in the right direction. With the help of our
dedicated team of healthcare professionals, you’ll find out exactly how you can
reshape your life.



May 2013

June 2013

July 2013

August 2013

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

1

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

26 27 28 29 30 31

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

28 29 30 31

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Leading Partner
for Municipal
Solid Waste
and Recycling
Services.
For Service
Questions?
Call Progressive
Waste Solutions:
512-282-3508

30

TO REGISTER FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR
PLEASE CALL 888.868.2104, OR 512.478.3627.

September
2013

October 2013

November
2013

December
2013

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5

1 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

27 28 29 30 31

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

29 30 31

Start or stop
service or billing
& service
questions? Call
512-990-6100
or visit:
www.pflugerville
tx.gov/trashtalk

A.

STDAVIDS.COM
For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your
health questions 24/7, please call 1-888-868-2104, or 512.478.3627.

Arbor Creek, Bohls Place, Brookhollow, Commons at Rowe, Creekside – N of Settlers Valley, Estates at Blackhawk, Estates at Rowe,
Falcon Pointe/ N of Kelly, Gatlinburg, Heatherwilde, Highland Park, Highland Park North, Highland Park South, Julie’s Walk, Katymead, Kay Lane,
Lakeside at Blackhawk, Meadow Park South, Meadow Park West, Meadow Ridge, Meadows of Blackhawk (outside city limits), North Park, Old
Town, Park at Blackhawk, Parkcrest, Parkview Estates, Pfennig Lane, Pflugerville Heights, Rowe Loop, Royal Pointe, Saxony, Settlers Ridge – N
of Settlers Valley, Springbrook Meadows, Springbrook Enclave, Springbrook Centre, Steeds Crossing, The Ridge at Steeds Crossing, Swenson
Farms, Walters Meadow, Wilke Lane, Willow Creek.

B.

Avalon, Blackhawk, Cambridge Estates, Cambridge Heights, Creekside – S of Settlers Valley, Fairways of Blackhawk, Falcon Pointe S of
Kelly, Greenridge, Hillside Springs, Meadows of Cambridge Heights, Meadows of Blackhawk (inside city limits), Mountain Creek, Mountain Creek
East, Pflugerville Estates, Pflugerville Northwest, Picadilly, Reserve at West Creek, Settlers Ridge S of Settlers Valley, Skyview Manor, Spring
Trails, Springbrook, Springbrook Glen, The Club at Wells Point, Villages of Hidden Lakes, Watson Park, Weiss Lane, Windermere, Hwy 685.

FI G H T C A N C ER

You don’t have to leave
Austin for comprehensive cancer care.
THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

33,000 patients have been treated since 2006.
• 41 board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology,
•

gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

43 cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.
• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.
• 5 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.
• #1 leader in community-based hereditary cancer risk assessment in the nation.
•

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.
AUSTIN • BASTROP • CEDAR PARK • KILLEEN • KYLE • LAKEWAY
MARBLE FALLS • ROUND ROCK • SAN MARCOS • SMITHVILLE
1-888-864-I CAN (4226)
www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com
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Pflugerville Fire Department hopes
to resolve funding deficit issue
By JP Eichmiller

The Travis County Emergency Services District No. 2, also known as the
Pflugerville Fire Department, is being
squeezed by declining tax revenue and
an increase in service calls.
Pflugerville Fire Chief Ron Moellenberg said the department faced a
$750,000 shortfall in its 2012 budget.
“We are not making ends meet,”
Moellenberg said. “We are using rollover money and reserves. … If you did
your home budget the same way, you
would be in trouble.”
Moellenberg said response teams
are being left shorthanded as a result
of the lack of funds. Fire engines
normally staffed by four people are
now forced to operate with three. The
department’s response times to emergency calls are also rising as responders struggle to keep up with more calls
from the area’s increasingly urban

population, he said.
The Pflugerville Fire Department
is made up of 85 employees who
collectively serve a 100-square-mile
area with a population of more than
100,000 people, Moellenberg said.
“We are understaffed by state and
national service standards,” Moellenberg said. “We’ve tightened our belt
to a certain point where there are no
more holes to punch in it. We have put
off maintenance, and we have held off
purchasing equipment for our trucks.”
One solution being presented is
the creation of an overlay district
for emergency medical services. The
overlay district would create separate
funding sources for Pflugerville’s EMS
and fire department.
In order to create the overlay district—which could increase property
taxes in areas served by the department by up to 10 cents per $100

Blake Rasmussen

County to consider allowing local vote on a tax increase

The Pflugerville Fire Department is facing staffing and equipment shortages at its stations.

of property valuation—the Travis
County Commissioner’s Court must
give its approval for a public vote. The
court will decide whether to approve
an election at its Feb. 12 regularly
scheduled meeting.
“Nobody likes to talk about additional taxes, including me,” Moellenberg said. “But it is a potential for
us to get adequate funding to close

our existing funding gap and provide
some additional funding right now.
… We are at critical mass and hope
the voters approve that.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search
Pflugerville fire

Water officials predict drought to continue

Courtesy Lower Colorado River Authority

By Korri Kezar

Lingering drought conditions throughout Central Texas will likely
keep Lake Travis well below capacity through early 2013.

With lakes Travis and Buchanan at 42 percent
capacity and little rainfall predicted in the upcoming months, Central Texas’ severe drought looks as
if it will linger at least through the first four months
of 2013, according to Bob Rose, Lower Colorado
River Authority meteorologist.
Conditions took a turn for the worse at the end
of 2012 as the region received little rain during the
fall, typically Texas’ wettest season.
“This has been one of the driest October/November periods on record,” Rose said. “With not getting
very much rain this fall ... that has caused the
drought conditions to grow a lot worse.”
Little is expected to change through the spring,
and Rose remains uncertain what the rest of 2013

NEW FAMILY
PREVIEW DAY
JANUARY 31ST
AT

10 A.M. AND 7 P.M.

Please call
(512)255-4491
to schedule a tour

RSVP TO
ADMISSIONS@RRCA-TX.ORG

will hold.
“As of now, it looks like we’re going to see continued drought conditions, and we’re not seeing a lot
of change in this weather pattern,” Rose said. “It’s a
very uncertain pattern. It’s very unclear where we’re
going to be heading. We just don’t know.”
A study released by the National Weather Service
on Dec. 6 shows drought conditions will persist or
worsen through the end of March for most of Texas.
Despite hopes that a wet El Nino front would move
into the region this year, the state remains in a neutral weather pattern.
Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search
LCRA, drought

Now Enrolling

PRESCHOOL–12TH GRADE FOR
THE 2013–2014 SCHOOL YEAR

• Rigorous college prep academics
with excellent fine arts and athletics
programs

• Non-denominational,
Christ-centered education

• Dually accredited through Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
(SACS) and Association of Christian
Schools International (ACSI)

• Tuition averages $18 per day annually

• Small class sizes

• Academic Preschool program
including Spanish, art and music
classes

• Average enrollment of 530 students

Round Rock Christian Academy
301-A North Lake Creek Drive | Round Rock, TX
512-255-4491 | www.rrca-tx.org
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RM 620

2

Georgetown
Municipal Airport

By Charlotte Moore

Rd
.

RM 620
proposed
project limits

Great
Oak
s Dr
.
Cornerwood Dr.

This 2-mile stretch of road
is notorious for heavy, stopand-go congestion. Crews
will widen the existing road
to a four-lane roadway with two 12-foot travel
lanes in each direction, 14-foot shoulders with
a curb and gutter, and a raised center median.
Also being added are left- and right-hand
turn lanes, culverts, water quality facilities
and retaining walls. Businesses along the
construction route have been informed of the
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“Our long-term goal is to fix
the road from I-35 to [Toll]
45,” Williamson County
Commissioner Lisa Birkman
said. “This is an important
section.”
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Round Rock is moving
ahead this year with a road
safety project to improve
traffic flow along RM 620
between Cornerwood and
Wyoming Springs drives.
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work, and, in addition to daytime construction,
crews will occasionally work at night and on
weekends, especially when it is necessary
to close a lane. RM 620 will remain open to
drivers while the work is being done. The
improvements will be funded from a $21 million
road bond package at a cost of $11.3 million.
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Capital Metro bus service

620

3
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By Charlotte Moore

Two north/south bus routes:
• Construction began last year on Route 801,
which will run from the Tech Ridge Park &
Ride on Center Ridge Drive in North Austin
to the Southpark Meadows Shopping
Center on I-35 at Slaughter Lane.
• Route 801 will connect to one MetroRail
station and three Park & Ride facilities as
well as the South Congress Transit Center.
• Route 803 will run from the North Austin
Medical Center to Westgate Mall. Capital
Metro is considering moving the northern
terminus to The Domain.
• The project is being paid for in part with a
federal grant of $38.1 million, with a total
projected cost of $47.6 million.
Capital Metro is getting 40 new MetroRapid
buses—22 60-foot buses and 18 40-foot
buses—which will be equipped with signal
priority technology to keep traffic lights green

Round Rock express route
Round Rock has indefinitely delayed
plans to implement an express bus
route—which would take commuters
who live in Round Rock to Austin—or
a reverse-commute service that would
provide public transportation from Austin
to Round Rock. Any decision to move
forward will come from city management.

2222

6

In the meantime, Round Rock will
continue its demand-response bus
service. Residents who reserve bus
service are picked up curbside and
taken to a destination within city limits.
The cost to the general public is $2 each
way. People older than 60, those with
disabilities and children younger than
12 ride for $1 each way. The demandresponse service is funded by the City of
Round Rock and a federal grant from the
Federal Transit Administration.
Estimated cost for demand-response
service: $2.5 million over five years
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for longer periods of time to allow the
buses to stay on schedule.
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Austin’s Urban Rail initiative

290
7

By Gene Davis

Timeline: A proposed November 2012
bond election to help fund urban rail
was pulled in May 2012. A bond election
could be held by 2014, and, if passed,
construction would begin in 2016 and
the system could be running by 2021,
according to the City of Austin.

Cost: The estimated cost of the first phase
would be $550 million for construction and
$16 million annually to operate.
Funding: For the first phase, half of
the funding is anticipated to come from
general obligation bonds, and the other
half would come from federal sources.

ll
Wi
W.

The City of Austin’s Urban Rail initiative is looking to expand the MetroRail passenger line
with a system of electric-powered, fixed-rail cars. The proposed first phase of the Urban Rail
initiative is a 5.5-mile stretch between the Mueller development east of I-35 and the Austin
Convention Center. The phase would link downtown, the Capitol Complex and The University
of Texas, and it would connect with two MetroRail transfers. An urban railcar could carry up to
165 people, with pickups occuring every 10 to 15 minutes, according to the City of Austin.
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Capital Metro will continue with construction
of its MetroRapid bus service, set to begin
operation in January 2014.
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Airports update
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Construction projects will be the norm at Central Texas airports in 2013, as airports
accommodate increased numbers of travelers flocking to and from the Austin area. The city’s
inaugural Formula One race drew a record 21,800 departing passengers to Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport on Nov. 19, according to spokesman Jim Halbrook. In Pflugerville, the
Austin Executive Airport operated more than 300 takeoffs and landings during the F1 weekend,
more than double the airplane traffic of a typical weekend, Executive Director Andy Perry said,
while the municipal airports in Georgetown and San Marcos both served as relievers for ABIA.

1
79

Round Rock
45

TOLL

35

Austin Exectutive Airport

130

Georgetown Municipal Airport
• The airport is nearing completion of
a $1.2 million project to clear trees
and brush along Runway 18/36 and to
restripe both runways and taxiways.
The Federal Aviation Administration
funded 90 percent of the project.

3

Austin Executive Airport
• In June, the airport completed a
24,000-square-foot corporate hangar
that can be shared by up to 23 small
planes or four large ones, according to
Perry. The project cost about
$1.8 million, he said.
• In 2013, the airport plans to build 28
hangars to house smaller aircraft,
increasing the airport’s number of
hangars to more than 100 at a cost of
about $1 million, Perry said.

Toll roads update
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• In preparing for a $50 million expansion
of the east terminal, Austin City
Council approved $6.3 million for the
preliminary design Oct. 18. It is slated
for completion in 2015.

3

Pflugerville

Austin-Bergstrom International
Airport
• Airlines added nonstop flights to
multiple destinations in 2012, with
Southwest Airlines launching service
to Atlanta, Ga., Portland, Ore., and
Washington, D.C. Southwest also
announced it would add a nonstop
flight to Newark Liberty International
Airport in New Jersey beginning March
9. US Airways began nonstop flights to
Philadelphia in 2012. AirTran Airways
began service at the airport May 25
with nonstop flights from Austin to
Cancun, Mexico.

Transportation organizations, including the Texas Department of Transportation and the Central
Texas Regional Mobility Authority, are working together to improve and add to the toll system.
290

Hwy. 290

1
1

290

The first 1.5 miles of the Manor
Expressway is now open from US 183 to
just east of Springdale Road. The total
6.2-mile project will add three tolled
lanes in each direction from US 183 to
Parmer Lane east of Toll 130 with three
nontolled frontage road lanes each way.

The Y at Oak Hill

5

Timeline: Environmental impact
statement is expected to be completed
in 2016
Cost: Not known

Timeline: To be completed in 2014
Cost: $426 million

183

US 183

lvd.
MLK B

2

Austin
2

An environmental study is under way on
the Bergstrom Expressway to consider
adding six tolled lanes on the 7 miles
from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 71 or not building
a tollway at all.

MoPac Improvement Project

6

Timeline: Study to be complete in 2014
Cost: Estimate is about $750 million

Cesar Chavez
St.

130

3

TOLL

1

71
Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport

An environmental study is slated to
start in 2013 to consider adding one or
more express toll lanes on US 183 in the
grassy median from MoPac to RM 620.
The Mobility Authority is expected to
host community open house meetings in
the late spring or early fall.
Timeline: Not known
Cost: Not known

SH 45 SW

4

Existing toll roads

The future of SH 45 SW is still unknown.
Although an environmental study is
under way, it is on hold while the Mobility
Authority waits to hear feedback from
the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization on what options would be
best for the area.

Existing roads

Timeline: Not known
Cost: Not known

Urban Rail
MetroRapid
Proposed toll roads

In October, a three- to five-year
environmental impact statement was
launched to examine the intersection of
Hwy. 290 and Hwy. 71. The public will
be able to attend community meetings
in 2013 to provide input and review initial
concepts.

Construction on the express lanes on
MoPac will start between April and June
and take about 2 1/2 years to complete.
The project adds one tolled lane in each
direction from Parmer Lane to Lady Bird
Lake. The cost of the toll for drivers will
vary, depending on the time of day and
heaviness of traffic.
Timeline: 2015
Cost: $200 million

7

An environmental study is scheduled
to start in early 2013 on MoPac from
Lady Bird Lake to SH 45 South. Options
for improving mobility include adding
express toll lanes, building overpasses
at Slaughter Lane and La Crosse
Avenue, and adding bike/pedestrian
facilities. The first open house events are
scheduled to start in the summer.
Timeline: Environmental study is
expected to be complete by 2016
Cost: Not known

Local Transportation Update

Georgetown
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

TITLE Boxing Club Hits Round Rock
Hit It Hard the TITLE Boxing
Club Way
By Cory Sandoval
Cory is a Manager and Instructor with TBC
in Round Rock and can be reached at
cory.sandoval@titleboxingclub.com.
A NEW YEAR IS HERE! If you are like most,
the holiday season comes and
goes, but those few extra pounds
tend to stick around. This year,
TITLE Boxing Club is here to help
punch, kick and jab your way to
the best shape of your life.

Is TITLE Boxing Club For Me

A Typical Workout

The TITLE Boxing Club is a great workout
for any athlete. Whether you are a beginner
and have just set your New Year’s Resolution
to lose a few pounds, or you are a marathon
runner with a new personal best goal for next
year, TITLE Boxing Club is a great way to
achieve your goals.

TITLE Boxing Club does not promote actual
fighting in its clubs, but rather encourages
all participants at different fitness levels to
workout at their own pace.

“This hybrid
workout is the
next evolution
of fitness”

TITLE Boxing Club boxing and kickboxing
POWER HOUR will have you burning up to
1,000 calories in just one hour. This type of
interval training provides the most effective
work to rest ratio, optimizing client results.
This high intensity class will help you keep
those inches off this holiday season and will
get you fit and lean for 2013.
So what are you waiting for? Don’t let the
New Year start without you. Check out TITLE
Boxing Club in Round Rock.
YOUR FIRST SHOT IS ALWAYS FREE!
To learn more, go to titleboxingclub.com.

35

S Mays

St.

Trained instructors lead the
classes, each with different motivational styles and techniques.
Most of the trainers are from the
professional or amateur ranks
of boxing, kickboxing and MMA
For many of you cyclists and
fighting. All of the trainers teach
- Daniel Hernandez
runners, the holiday season is
proper technique to ensure correct
considered the “off-season”. Although a
form in their state of the art fitness center.
break from your training routine is needed,
the off-season is also a time to incorporate
Daniel Hernandez, a trainer with TITLE Boxstrength training into your training regimen.
ing Club, said “Every workout is a total body
TITLE Boxing Club owner, J. Scott, explained
workout that targets not only cardiovascular
to us not only the cardiovascular benefits
fitness, but also muscle shaping and toning.
of boxing, but also the strength building
This hybrid workout is the next evolution of
aspect. Cross training during the off-season
fitness. It is not only results orientated, but
will allow you to maintain your current fitalso fun for everyone. Come out and enjoy
ness level as well as allow you to improve
the contact, minus the bruising. Trust me,
physically for the season to come.
you will win this fight!”

During classes, members feed off of a group
fitness atmosphere while music takes their
mind off the intense effort so they workout harder, longer. Along with the physical
results, members leave each session with
new-found confidence and empowerment.

Gattis School Rd

N

Hit It Hard!
GET GUARANTEED RESULTS
with the POWER HOUR workout!

Free Pair of Boxing Gloves
with new membership

Find us on FaceBook:
TITLE Boxing Club - Round Rock
This TITLE Boxing Club® is an independently
owned and operated franchise of R&R Get Fit LLC.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

TITLE Boxing Club
1401 S. Interstate 35
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.351.6524
www.titleboxingclub.com

Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • January 2013

THE JANUARY ISSUE

23

Business Update

Rogness Brewing Co.

Home hobby evolves into beer business
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2400 Patterson Industrial Drive
Austin
512-670-2537
www.rognessbrewing.com
Tours and tastings Sat. 1–4 p.m.
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Forrest and Diane Rogness began selling Rogness Brewing Co. beer in March.

ssa

you can supply the volume.”
Rogness Brewing Co. currently
sells 10 styles of beer, with selections
ranging from an oatmeal and raisin
cookie–inspired Holiday Winter Ale
to the hop-infused Gigantophis Imperial India Pale Ale. Rogness beers are
available at more than 100 bars, liquor
stores and grocers throughout Central
Texas. Five of the Rogness beers are
available in bottles.
“We are brewing in really small
batches, but we are about to increase
production because demand keeps
picking up, and [retailers] keep asking
and asking for more,” Forrest said. “In
[January] we are going to increase our
brewing tenfold.”

De

T

wenty-two years ago, Forrest
Rogness took up brewing beer
as a hobby. Today, Forrest and
his wife, Diane, are the successful
owners of Pflugerville’s first microbrewery—Rogness Brewing Co.
“We started [Rogness Brewing Co.]
in 2011 but had our first beer in stores
in March [2012],” Forrest said. “It has
been a long, involved process.”
Although the brewery has been up
and running for little more than a
year, the couple said demand for their
beers is already exceeding their brewing capacity.
“You cannot make enough beer,”
Diane said. “[Austin] is a craft beer
area, everyone wants to try something
new. … The market is there as long as

JP Eichmiller

By JP Eichmiller

TechShop

Community facility helps build ideas into realities
By JP Eichmiller

JP Eichmiller

I
These ornaments were built with a TechShop laser cutter.
120 Sundance Parkway, Ste. 350
Round Rock
512-900-4664
www.techshop.ws/austin_round_
rock.html
Open daily 9 a.m.–midnight

35

Sundance Pk
wy.

nventors, dreamers and fabricators now have
a place to call their own in Round Rock.
TechShop, a membership-based community
workshop, offers customers the use of specialty
equipment, tools and computers to design, build
and assemble whatever they choose.
TechShop opened Oct. 13 in the La Frontera
shopping center next to Lowe’s and features 18,000
square feet of space and more than $2 million
worth of equipment, TechShop Facilities Manager
Cale Bessent said. TechShop membership has
grown from 100 in October to more than 400
in January.
“You can build whatever you want,” Bessent
said. “We’ve seen some wild stuff in here.”
The tools and equipment at TechShop go a step
beyond what the average craftsman could afford—
or even fit—into his or her own garage. The facility

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER

“TREASURES”

RESALE STORE

1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture
resale store that is open to the public. Revenue from sales supports the food pantry
and social service programs. Donations of
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

/LIH0HPEHU
7H[DV1XPLVPDWLF
$VVRFLDWLRQ/0

is divided into several work areas, including wood,
metal, welding, electronics and plastic engineering
workshops.
In exchange for their annual fees, TechShop
members are given free reign of the facilities and
its advanced tools, including computerized wood
routers, industrial sewing machines, laser cutters and engravers, and a water jet cutting table
capable of making precise cuts through steel up to
8 inches thick.
“[TechShop] has fantastic shops for wood and
metal,” said Yi Xu, a recent University of TexasAustin industrial design graduate. Xu, said he was
using the shop’s facilities to help him gain handson experience in the engineering process.
“You take a class, become certified, and then
you can come in any time and use any of the
machines,” Bessent said.

The Collector
is %8<,1*...

Gold & Silver, Jewelry,
Flatware, and Coins

Hours of Operation:

Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday

Coin Collections

Old Currency




The Collector
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If you are having problems with joint and muscular disorders, Humayun Beg, M.D.,
can help. He has expertise in diagnosing and treating autoimmune, inflammatory
and musculoskeletal disorders, including lupus, rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis,
and osteoporosis. Dr. Beg is accepting new patients and looks forward to helping
you find relief.

An Invitation to
345 Cypress Creek Rd., Suite 101
Cedar Park, TX
512-244-0766
www.oactdocs.com

College and Career Readiness and STAAR:
An Update for Educators, Parents and Community Members

Thursday, January 31, 2013
Texas State University Round Rock Campus
Browse and refreshments 5–5:45 p.m. • Presentations 5:45–8:30 p.m.

HE’S HERE WITH

ANSWERS
TO HELP GIVE YOU RELIEF.

Learn about the Texas College and Career Readiness
Standards and the new state-required student assessment
program, the State of Texas Academic Assessment of
Readiness (STAAR), which replaced the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) in 2012.

www.rrc.txstate.edu
HUmAYUN BEG, m.D.
BOARD CERTIFIED
IN RHEUmATOLOGY

For more information, contact Dr. Leslie Huling:
la03@txstate.edu • 512.716.4531
Texas State University is a tobacco-free campus.
If you require accommodations due to a disability in order to participate,
please contact 512.245.2310 at least 72 hours in advance of the event.

13-088 RRC Education Forum Ad.indd 1
67173_CEDA_Beg_4_9167x6_04c.indd 1

1/9/13 9:15 AM

1/11/13 10:12 AM

Introducing the
UFCU ABILITY Card.
TM

The UFCU ABILITY VISA® Prepaid
Debit Card is a member-friendly
alternative to credit cards and
traditional banking.

Features:
• Eliminate the concern of debt or
overdrawing your account.
• Load your card 24/7.
• Access your account via Mobile Banking,
Online Banking, ATMs and over 4,900
locations.
• Make purchases wherever VISA® is
accepted, including online purchases.
• Get paid via Direct Deposit.
• Pay bills... and more!

What does this mean for you? Whether you are a
student, online shopper or a traveler you get to
enjoy spending the money you’ve earned stress free.

Visit ufcu.org/go/ability or
stop by your local UFCU
Financial Center today.
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Skillet’s
Barbecue

Pflugerville restaurant steeped in history

Owner hopes to
fill void in Hutto
downtown dining

By JP Eichmiller

Annie Drabicky

PBK Stem & Stein opened in October.
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111 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-251-3810
www.pbkstemandstein.com
Mon.–Fri. 4:30 p.m.–close
Sat. noon–close
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Rick Bourland opened Skillet’s in June.

St.

When Rick Bourland moved
to Hutto, he saw a lack of dining
options—and an opportunity for a
new business.
“I moved to Hutto one and a half
years ago, and I noticed there wasn’t a
lot of places to eat,” Bourland said.
“When I was looking at local buildings, everyone asked if [the restaurant] would be barbecue, so that kind
of made up my mind.”
Bourland smokes all of the meats
himself on-site. Skillet’s menu
includes traditional barbecue fare
including brisket, turkey and ribs.
Bourland is also working to
expand the menu and recently added
chopped turkey with an Alabama
white barbecue sauce.

JP Eichmiller

By JP Eichmiller

Main

PBK Stem & Stein serves as downtown Pflugerville’s newest dining
option and a tribute to a bygone era
of the city’s history.
According to some accounts,
the original PBK Tavern operated
as a speakeasy during Prohibition,
serving alcohol out of the back of a
downtown candy store.
“We thought it would be cool to
open a restaurant to capture the feel
of the original PBK,” Pflugerville
Mayor Jeff Coleman said.
Coleman, his wife, Shannon, and a
group of seven local investors opened
the new PBK Stem & Stein on Oct.
8 in downtown Pflugerville. Since
opening, the restaurant has rotated
its food, wine and beer menu, and
added more live music.
“Shannon went out and found
people who care about Pflugerville,”
Coleman said. “I like to say, ‘They put
their money where their heart is.’”

Dining Update

PBK Stem & Stein

25
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206A Farley St., Hutto
512-789-4103
www.skilletsbarbecue.com
Thu.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. and
4–8 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

Westside Alehouse

Restaurant offers more than just beer and sports

Westside Alehouse offers customers more than 50 beer options on tap.
Sa
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1500 N. I-35, Round Rock
512-238-8438
www.westsidealehouse.com
Sun.–Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight,
Sat. 11 a.m.–1 a.m.

Rd

an outdoor patio area that can host
another 100 customers.
“The idea was to do something different in Round Rock,” Westside Alehouse Area Manager Eli Aviles said.
“We are a family-owned restaurant,
so we really care about the food being
made fresh and handmade.”
Aviles said the Westside Alehouse
menu was recently updated to include
more healthy and fresh-made selections. The goal, he said, is to appeal
to a wide group of clientele and draw
repeat customers.
“Business has been good, and we
are still trying to grow,” Aviles said.

s

Owen Reschman and Kathy Boyd
opened their first Round Rock
restaurant—La Margarita—in 1987.
Twenty-five years later, the owners
have expanded their business beyond
Mexican fare with the opening of
Westside Alehouse.
Westside Alehouse is designed to
serve a range of clientele. The restaurant opened for business in a new
building in March and offers patrons
51 beers on tap and a full menu
featuring American staples such as
burgers, salads, and fish and chips.
The expansive location includes
inside seating for 200 people and

JP Eichmiller

By JP Eichmiller
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www.kelseybookmyerdds.com

2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681
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Rock
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SINCE 2010, ROUND ROCK ARTS HAS PROVIDED GRANTS TOTALING $20,000
TO BALLET FOLKLORICO, PENFOLD THEATRE, ROUND ROCK COMMUNITY CHOIR,
ROUND ROCK SYMPHONY, SAM BASS COMMUNITY THEATRE, WILLIAMSON
COUNTY SYMPHONY, AND AWARDED MORE THAN $8,000 TO ARTISTS.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
THROUGHOUT JANUARY

NELDA SHEETS ART EXHIBIT
ROUND ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
216 EAST MAIN, ROUND ROCK

JANUARY 20 » 4:00PM

ROUND ROCK SYMPHONY » CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT
HEWLETT ROOM » GEORGETOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY
402 WEST 8TH STREET, GEORGETOWN

FEBRUARY 7 » 5:30PM

1.26.13

FAMILY FOUR PACK
FRANCIS WATHIER MINI BOBBLE
HEAD GIVEAWAY COURTESY OF

FIRST THURSDAY RECEPTION » ARTSPACE
231 EAST MAIN, ROUND ROCK

FEBRUARY 8–MARCH 2

SAM BASS COMMUNITY THEATRE » “IT COULD BE ANY ONE OF US”
600 LEE STREET, ROUND ROCK

FEBRUARY 22 » 6:30PM

IMAGINE: AN EVENING OF ART & MUSIC
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY, ROUND ROCK CAMPUS
1555 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, ROUND ROCK

FEBRUARY 23 » 2:30PM

ROUND ROCK SYMPHONY » NIGHT MUSIC & A FANTASTIC FLUTE
C.D. FULKES AUDITORIUM
400 WEST ANDERSON AVENUE, ROUND ROCK

FEBRUARY 24 » 2:30PM

ROUND ROCK SYMPHONY » NIGHT MUSIC & A FANTASTIC FLUTE
THEATER AT EAST VIEW HIGH SCHOOL
4490 EAST UNIVERSITY AVENUE, GEORGETOWN

2.05.13

2.12.13

2.15.13

2.16.13

$3 beer night

PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY
TEXAS LOTTERY

LUCKY ROW

Family four pack
GYM BAG GIVEAWAY
COURTESY OF

THANK YOU TO OUR 2012 SPONSORS

BOUNCE ACROSS TEXAS • CITY OF ROUND ROCK • CORDOVAN ART SCHOOL
CORNER BAKERY CAFE • DISTINCT VISION • H-E-B • HOME DEPOT
SAM BASS MUSIC • TEXAS COMMISSION ON THE ARTS • WAG A BAG

ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG » 512-671-2705

CALL 512.GO.STARS
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CALENDAR

Featured EVENT

January
Friday Night Live

19

Free cardiac screenings

Take a step toward a healthier heart with a free
assessment that includes measurements of body mass index,
blood pressure and cholesterol. 7–11:30 a.m. Free. Seton
Medical Center Williamson, 201 Seton Parkway, Round Rock.
512-324-4000, ext. 21828. www.goodhealth.com/ignite

26th Annual MLK Commemorative Walk &
Celebration

Participate in the walk, then attend a service featuring musical
performances and guest speakers, with a reception to follow.
Bring a nonperishable food item for the Round Rock Serving
Center. 1:30 p.m. (walk), 2 p.m. (service), 3:15 p.m. (reception).
Free. The walk begins at CD Fulkes Middle School, 400 W.
Anderson Ave., Round Rock, and the service and reception
are held at the Allen R. Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave.,
Round Rock. 512-567-6988. www.facebook.com/pages/
Round-Rock-Black-History-Organization/102296653208072

19

RRHS Winter Guard fundraiser gala

Help the Round Rock High School Winter Guard raise
money for a trip to Ohio with a spaghetti dinner and auction.
A guard performance follows the meal. 6–9 p.m. $10. Round
Rock High School, 300 N. Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock.
512-382-6838. roundrock.winterguardgala.2013@gmail.com

20

Pilot Knob Vineyard Chili Cook-off

Taste test wines and chili at this second annual
festival. Voting is held for the best chili. 1–6 p.m. Free
for Wine Club members, $5 for nonmembers. Pilot Knob
Vineyard, 3125 CR 212, Bertram. 512-489-2999.
www.pilotknobvineyard.com

27

Do You Naturally Holistic Salon & Spa presents
Welcome Home

Chamber music concert

The Aeolus String Quartet and pianist Toby
Blumenthal present a musical program including “Intimate
Voices” by Sibelius and “Piano Quintet in A Major” by Dvorak.
4 p.m. $25 (adults), $10 (students with ID), free (children ages
5 and younger). Enter code word “DISSONATE” and receive
$5 off when ordering tickets online. Hewlett Room at the
Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St. 512-264-5368.
www.roundrocksymphony.org

21

MLK Day of Service

Make a difference in Williamson County
by participating in projects benefiting area
nonprofits in honor and remembrance of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. Local projects include the Breast Cancer
Resource Center and Hope Alliance. Additional projects
are available throughout the county and through the
United Way of Williamson County. 9 a.m.–noon. Free.
Location determined by project. 512-255-6799.
www.unitedway-wc.org

Join professional stylists for hair care and styling advice,
makeup tutorials, and relaxation classes. 1–4 p.m. $30. Las
Brisas Luxury Homes theater, 901 Hidden Valley Drive,
Round Rock. 940-297-7497. www.doyounaturally.com

Worth the TRIP

1555 University Blvd., Round Rock. 512-716-4531.
la03@txstate.edu

February

27

The 2013 Wine Flyer

Guests age 21 and older are invited to ride a train
to Bertram and back while sampling wines from local
vineyard Pilot Knob Winery as well as accompanying hors
d’oeuvres and desserts. 3–6 p.m. $65. Austin Steam Train
boarding platform, 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park.
512-477-8468. www.austinsteamtrain.org

28

Indian spices for cooking and healing

Bird watching at Lake Pflugerville Park

24

Caravan luncheon

Eat lunch with members of the Texas Rangers Major
League Baseball team. Noon. $40 per ticket, $300 for table of
eight. United Heritage Conference Center, 3400 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-255-2255.
www.roundrockexpress.com

Back by popular demand, attendees can learn
about the nutritional and culinary uses of Indian spices, from
boosting health to beating disease. Learn recipes with six
basic spices, and take home a starter kit of spices, recipes
and easy tips. 6:30–7:30 p.m. Free. Round Rock Public
Library, 216 E. Main St., Meeting Room B., Round Rock.
512-218-7000. www.roundrocktexas.gov/library

26

Dads and kids football drills

29

Fathers and elementary school-age children can
participate in football drills in a simulcast hosted by coach
Tony Dungy and All Pro Dad. 12:30–2:30 p.m. Free. Palm
Valley Lutheran Church, 2500 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round
Rock. 512-255-3322. www.allprodad.eventbrite.com

26
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Georgetown Bridal Show

Vendors, two fashion shows, prizes and giveaways
are available for future brides and grooms-to-be as well
as guests at the show. Booth space and sponsorships are
available for $300–$1,000, and tables, and electricity are
available for an additional fee. 11 a.m.–3 p.m. $10 for bride
and one guest. East View High School cafeteria, 4490
E. University Ave., Georgetown. 512-930-3535.
www.georgetownbridalshow.com

20

26

Courtesy Austin Steam Train

19

Courtesy Craig Pinkley

Students are invited to enjoy games, activities,
music and fun. The program serves as an alternate source of
entertainment for students on Friday nights. 5–7 p.m. (fifth and
sixth grades), 7:30–9:30 p.m. (seventh and eighth grades). $5.
Hutto Middle School, 1005 Exchange Blvd., Hutto.
512-759-4030. www.huttotx.gov

Photo courtesy of City of Pflugerville

18

Zeta Phi Beta sorority’s step show

Step teams compete for a cash prize, trophies and
bragging rights at the 14th annual competition. Proceeds from
the show benefit Zeta Phi Beta’s Pi Omega Zeta Chapter. 4
p.m. $10. Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round
Rock. 512-699-0443. www.orgsites.com/tx/piomegazeta

Join Travis Audubon Society member Dan Callaway
on a hike and watch for species such as the ring-necked duck
and northern mockingbird. 8–10 a.m. Free. Lake Pflugerville
Park, 18216 Weiss Lane., Pflugerville. 512-300-2473.
www.travisaudubon.org
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College and career readiness and STAAR

Parents can familiarize themselves with the Texas
College and Career Readiness Standards and how they relate
to the state standardized assessment program, the State of
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR).
5–8:30 p.m. Free. Texas State University Round Rock campus,

02

Round Rock trivia

Test your knowledge and benefit the Round Rock
High School cross country team. Popcorn and sodas are
provided, and participants are encouraged to bring additional
snacks. Prizes include gift cards and candy. Ages 16 and older
are welcome to play, and the registration deadline is Jan. 20.
Sign in begins at 6:15 p.m., and the game starts at 7 p.m. $20
per person. Round Rock High School Cafeteria, 300 N. Lake
Creek Drive, Round Rock. 512-861-5051.
www.roundrocktrivia.com

06

Round Rock Chamber of Commerce Business
Expo

See what products and services are available from 45 local
businesses. The event features free parking and door prizes.
3–6 p.m. Free. United Heritage Center, 3400 E. Palm Valley
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-255-5805.
www.roundrockchamber.org

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Round Rock, Pflugerville and
Hutto events at www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.
To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto events
considered for the print edition, they must be submitted
by the second Friday of the month prior to the month
they take place.

Sponsored by
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Agape Pregnancy Resource Center
offers opportunities for families to prepare
themselves physically, emotionally and
spiritually for the birth of their child. Volunteers
assist with the client intake registration
process or in the center for baby supplies.
104 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-248-8200
www.agapeprc.org
AGE of Central Texas—Adult Day Care
Center Round Rock serves older adults,
adults with dementia and family caregivers
throughout the Central Texas region through
five programs. Volunteers assist with and lead
engaging activities for participants.
475 Round Rock West Drive, Ste. 120, Round
Rock
512-255-4865
www.ageofcentraltx.org
Twitter: @austinelderly
AIDS Services of Austin responds to the
HIV needs of the Austin area by providing
services that enhance the health and wellbeing of individuals and the community in the
face of an evolving epidemic.
P.O. Box 4874, Austin 78765
512-406-6163
www.asaustin.org
Twitter: @asaustin
Alzheimer’s Association–Capital of Texas
Chapter seeks to eliminate Alzheimer’s
disease through the advancement of research,
and to enhance care and support for those
with the disease, their families and caregivers.
Volunteer opportunities vary.
3429 Executive Center Drive, Ste. 100, Austin
78731
512-241-0420
www.alz.org/texascapital
Twitter: @capitaltexasalz
American Cancer Society hopes to reduce
the cancer mortality rate and cancer incidents
through early detection, prevention and
advocacy. Volunteer opportunities include
the Road to Recovery and Reach to Recovery
programs, assisting at health fairs, fundraising,
office duties and Relay for Life.
2433 Ridgepoint Drive, Ste. B, Austin 78754
512-919-1900
www.cancer.org/volunteer
Twitter: @americancancer
American Red Cross of Central Texas
ensures disaster planning, preparedness,
community disaster education, mitigation
and response, as well as assisting military
members and their families in times of crisis.
Red Cross volunteers perform a variety of
services including assisting in disaster relief,
casework processing and staffing shelters.
2218 Pershing Drive, Austin 78723
512-928-4271
www.redcross.org/tx/austin
Twitter: @centexredcross
Annie’s Way is an annual Thanksgiving
program at St. William Catholic Church in
Round Rock for homeless and needy families.
Volunteers are needed to bring prepared food
or cooked turkeys as well as help with serving
and delivering meals to the homebound and
homeless.
620 Round Rock West Drive, Round Rock
512-748-1763
www.jbmhope.com

Austin Habitat for Humanity teams build
quality houses for impoverished families.
Volunteers assist in construction or perform
clerical tasks.
55 N. I-35, Ste. 240, Austin 78702
512-472-8788
www.austinhabitat.org
Twitter: @austinhabitat
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas
pairs volunteers with children in need of
mentoring and positive role models. Men and
Spanish-speaking volunteers are especially
needed.
1400 Tillery St., Austin 78721
512-472-5437
www.bigmentoring.org
Twitter: @bigmentoring
Boys & Girls Clubs of Georgetown—
Stonehaven Unit offers programs and
activities to help children build character,
achieve academic success and maintain
healthy lifestyles. Volunteers serve as
homework helpers, club buddies, program
facilitators or board members. A volunteer
application and background check must be
completed.
210 W. 18th St., Georgetown
512-868-3700
www.bgcgeorgetown.org
Breast Cancer Resource Centers
of Texas—Round Rock is a nonprofit
organization created by breast cancer
survivors. The center exists to serve women
with breast cancer, their families and support
systems, women who have questions about
screening and biopsy, and others in the
community who are concerned about breast
cancer issues.
2300 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock
512-248-2645, 512-341-6300
www.bcrc.org
Twitter: @bcrcoftexas
Capital Area Food Bank of Texas works
to end hunger in the Austin area and Central
Texas. Volunteers ensure donated food is
suitable for distribution.
8201 S. Congress Ave., Austin 78745
512-282-2111
www.austinfoodbank.org
Twitter: @cafbtx
Capital Idea is an educational partnership
between Austin Interfaith and the Central
Texas business community that works to link
job seekers with employment. Volunteers
are needed to help at the front desk, greet
customers and perform general office work.
835 N. Pleasant Valley Road, Austin 78702
512-457-8610
www.capitalidea.org
Twitter: @capital_idea
CASA of Travis County speaks up for
children who have been abused or neglected
by empowering the community to volunteer as
advocates for them in the court system.
7701 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 301, Austin 78752
512-459-2272
www.casatravis.org
Twitter: @casatravis
CASA of Williamson County provides
trained, court-appointed volunteers who
advocate for the best interests of abused or
neglected children on their journey to a safe,

permanent home.
805 W. University Ave., Ste. 111, Georgetown
512-868-2822
www.becomeacasa.org
Twitter: @texascasa
Celebration of Love works with area school
districts and volunteers to give food and gifts
to those in need. It also includes the ForemanPhillips Reaching Out Center, which hosts a
food pantry that is open every Friday from
2–5 p.m. Fresh Food for Families is held the
second Monday of every month from 2–4
p.m., and the Healthy Options Program for the
Elderly occurs monthly on the third Thursday
from 2–4 p.m.
15630 Vision Drive, Pflugerville
512-251-4800
www.celebrationoflove.org
Children at Heart Ministries provides
specialized services and resources for
ministries that care for children and families in
crisis, including Christian nonprofit foster care
and adoption services agency Starry, as well
as the Texas Baptist Children’s Home in Round
Rock.
1301 N. Mays St., Round Rock
512-255-3668
www.childrenatheartministries.org
Dell Children’s Medical Center of
Central Texas is the only dedicated pediatric
hospital in Central Texas. Volunteers provide
assistance to patients, families and staff,
and take part in fundraising and community
outreach.
4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin 78723
512-324-0161
www.dellchildrens.net
Twitter: @dellchildrens
Fairy Godmother Foundation helps
underprivileged high school–age girls attend
their prom, homecoming or any other special
evening by giving them dresses, surrounding
them with positive role models and
encouraging future success. Open year-round.
Email brittany@austinfairygodmother.org for
volunteer opportunities.
10303 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
512-507-6364
www.austinfairygodmother.org
Faith in Action Senior Access, serving
Round Rock and Pflugerville, assists
older adults in maintaining their quality
of life and independence. Volunteers
provide transportation, home repairs and
companionship to the elderly.
2498 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
512-310-1060
www.driveasenior.org
Foundation for the Homeless Inc.
mobilizes the resources of the community of
faith to alleviate homelessness.
P.O. Box 28006, Austin 78755
512-453-6570, ext.17
www.foundationhomeless.org
Friends of the Hutto Library helps fund
library programs. Volunteers help with
fundraising and support the library in various
ways.
205 West St., Hutto
512-759-4008
www.huttotx.gov/library

Friends of the Pflugerville Community
Library provides funds to enhance library
programs, publicizes specific library activities,
supports legislation to strengthen libraries and
promotes literacy and lifelong learning.
P.O. Box 671, Pflugerville
512-251-9185
www.friendsofpflugervillecommunitylibrary.org
Friends of the Round Rock Public Library
is a volunteer, nonprofit corporation whose
main purpose is to support the library with
funds and materials. The organization donates
books and furniture to the library and holds
an ongoing book sale to raise funds for the
library.
216 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-7005
www.roundrocktexas.gov/home/index.
asp?page=749
Goodwill Industries of Central Texas
employs people with disabilities. Volunteers
work in retail locations performing stocking
and customer service duties.
150 W. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
512-388-2911
1015 Norwood Park Blvd., Austin 78753
512-637-7100
www.austingoodwill.org
Twitter: @austingoodwill
Habitat for Humanity of Williamson
County teams build quality houses for local
low-income families. Volunteers assist in
construction and clerical tasks.
2108 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown
512-863-4344
www.williamsonhabitat.org
Hope Alliance provides services and
counseling to victims of family and sexual
violence. Volunteers answer crisis calls and
assist in a variety of programs.
1011 Gattis School Road, Ste. 106, Round
Rock
1-800-460-SAFE (7233)
512-255-1212 (for Williamson County)
www.hopealliancetx.org
Twitter: @hopealliance_ed
Humane Society of Williamson County is
a nonprofit organization founded in 1979. Its
missions are to provide innovative programs
and services to eliminate pet homelessness,
and to improve the lives of pets and people
throughout Central Texas. Volunteers help clean
kennels and spend time with the animals. The
minimum volunteer age is 8 years old.
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
512-260-3602
www.hswc.net
Twitter: @thehswc
Just Because Christmas Project is a
nonprofit program that was established in
1987 in association with St. William Catholic
Church of Round Rock. The purpose of this
project is to serve underprivileged families
who live outside the city limits of Round Rock
or those who do not get help from other
agencies. Volunteers are needed before
Christmas to help sort goods, wrap presents
and distribute items to families in need at the
annual Just Because Christmas Project at
Hernandez Middle School.
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 120, Cedar Park
512-748-1763
www.jbmhope.com
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Philanthropy Day
LifeSteps works to eliminate substance
abuse in Williamson County through
prevention, intervention, counseling, education
and family services. Volunteers help with
clerical duties.

Starry provides shelter and foster care to
abused and neglected children, as well as
family counseling. Volunteers are actively
involved in a variety of projects, including craft
projects with children, tutoring and meals.

2105 N. Mays St., Round Rock
512-246-9880
www.lifestepscouncil.org

1300 N. Mays St., Round Rock
512-246-4259
www.starryonline.org

Meals on Wheels—Round Rock makes
and delivers nutritious meals to housebound
members of the community. Volunteers deliver
meals by car.

United Way of Williamson County focuses
on education, income, health and basic
needs. Volunteers are needed for three free
tax preparation sites—Taylor, Georgetown
and Leander—from January through April.
Free training is provided. Volunteers are also
needed for the annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service and Fall Day of Caring projects.

Allen R. Baca Center for Senior and
Community Activities,
301 W. Bagdad Road, Bldg. 2, Round Rock
512-255-4970
www.wbco.net/services_meals.html
Pflugerville ISD volunteers can help mentor
and read to students, act as guest speakers,
and participate in after-school programs.
1401 W. Pecan St., Pflugerville
512-594-0090
www.pflugervilleisd.net
Round Rock Area Serving Center is a
nonprofit social services agency and food
pantry that serves the Round Rock, Hutto
and Wells Branch areas by providing financial
assistance for rent, utilities, transportation,
temporary lodging and prescriptions.
1099 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-244-2431
www.rrasc.org
Twitter: @servingcenter
Round Rock Circle of Friends raises
funds for the Dell Children’s Medical Center
of Central Texas. Volunteers help with
fundraising. The organization seeks volunteers
for all seven of its locations.

1111 N. I-35, Ste. 220, Round Rock
512-255-6799
www.unitedway-wc.org
Twitter: @uwatx
The Volunteer Center serves as a
clearinghouse for volunteerism in Williamson
County. The center coordinates with local
nonprofit organizations to place volunteers
where they are best suited.
1099 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-733-7625
www.volrock.org
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra
travels throughout the county performing free
concerts. Volunteers are needed to assist at
performances, and musicians may visit the
website to find open positions.
1007 Green Meadow Drive, Round Rock
512-789-5073
wwwwilliamsoncounty
symphonyorchestra.org

Round Rock Family YMCA volunteers assist
in many programs that are geared toward
building stronger families
and communities.

YMCA of Austin—North Austin Branch
puts Christian principles into practice through
programs that build a healthy spirit, mind
and body. YMCA’s purpose is to enhance the
lives of people in the community by providing
programs, activities and facilities that develop
and maintain opportunities. Volunteers help
with special events, coaching, maintenance,
mentoring and more.

1812 N. Mays St., Round Rock
512-246-9622
www.ymcagwc.org
Twitter: @roundrockymca

1000 W. Rundberg Lane, Austin 78758
512-973-9622
www.austinymca.org
Twitter: @austinymca

4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin 78723
512-324-0192
www.dellchildrenscircleoffriends.org

Round Rock Senior Citizens Foundation
funds the senior center and other programs for
seniors.
301 W. Bagdad Road, Bldg. 2, Round Rock
512-218-5499
www.bacacenter.com
RRISD Partners in Education Foundation
generates and distributes resources to Round
Rock ISD.
595 Round Rock West Drive, Ste. 404, Round
Rock
512-464-5602

This guide is not a comprehensive list of all area organizations that need volunteers. If
your organization is not included, please email us at listings@impactnews.com, and we
will add it to our online list.
For more Central Texas volunteer opportunities, visit:

impactnews.com/volunteerguide

Organization to honor area philanthropists at
ceremony Feb. 14 in Austin
By Annie Drabicky

B

rody Roush first became interested nearly $15,000 for scholarships.
in serving others when he was in
“From that, we kind of expanded our
the fourth grade.
vision. We didn’t sell all our gear. We had
When his YMCA basketball coach,
a missionary group come to us, and they
Clint Barbour, needed help collecting
wanted to take our gear to Mexico,” he
basketball shoes for Hoops for Hope—
said. “We also went over to Del Valle. The
which provides athletic shoes for children smiles on those kids’ faces—they were just
in Africa—Brody pitched in, helping to
amazed when they walked up [and saw]
collect nearly 700 pairs of shoes.
boxes of equipment.
“That was where my roots were,” Brody
“This continued to expand, and we’ve
said. “He was just always very inspirahad annual equipment sales. We’ve been
tional, and he was always very active in
doing raffles. It’s just been incredible.”
the community.”
Brody has continued to play baseball
Inspired by his coach’s example of serthroughout high school, and after a
vice, Brody,
tournament
now 17, has
in Houston
“And I never know who
maintained
I may help, but knowing last spring,
his involveexpanded
that I can change the life he
ment with
Beyond the
of one kid, that’s what
the YMCA;
Bases to
at 13, he
Houston,
matters, right?”
founded his
partnering
—Brody Roush
own service
with a league
group, Beyond the Bases.
run by a pastor on the city’s east side.
As an eighth-grader, Brody had moved
Now a senior at St. Michael’s Catholic
on to baseball and was helping his father
Academy in Austin, Brody said he plans
with tryouts for the Oak Hill Youth
to attend college after he graduates—the
Sports Association. Brody saw that many
University of Notre Dame and Washingof the children who showed up didn’t
ton University are among his options—
have the basic equipment.
and said he hopes to expand Beyond the
“I noticed that a bunch of the kids
Bases wherever he ends up.
didn’t have the essentials—a bat, glove,
For his work with Beyond the Bases,
helmet, things like that. I had tons of stuff Brody will receive the 2013 Kelly Davidpacked away in my garage that I’m not
son Memorial Outstanding Philanthropic
using,” Brody said. “I went home and got
Youth Award on Feb. 14 at the Philanthe equipment I had and gave it to these
thropy Day awards luncheon.
kids. And I thought, ‘I’ve met so many
“I think it’s very special to receive this
people over the years. They’ve got to have
award for the organization,” he said. “In
stuff in their garage, too.’”
the end, it’s just really something extra.
Brody distributed the equipment to
“And I never know who I may help, but
the players, and then with the extra gear
knowing that I can change the life of one
he gathered that first year, he held a sale,
kid, that’s what matters, right?”
raising more than $700.
To contribute to Beyond the Bases,
So began Beyond the Bases, which
contact Brody at beyondthebases@
Brody estimates has provided equipment
austin.rr.com or through
for nearly 500 athletes and has raised
www.beyondthebases.org.

2013 Philanthropy Day winners
The awards ceremony honors the work of philanthropists throughout Central Texas.
Special Recognition—
Sister Gertrude Levy, D.C., Seton Fund
Outstanding Philanthropist—
Mickey and Jeanne Klein
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser—
Bonnie Mills and Jim Sauer
Outstanding Fundraising Professional—
Brett Barnes, LifeWorks
Outstanding Philanthropic Foundation/
Organization—Carl C. Anderson and Marie
Jo Anderson Charitable Foundation

Outstanding Philanthropic Small
Corporation—Fleming’s Prime Steak House
and Wine Bar, The Domain location
Outstanding Philanthropic Large
Corporation—H-E-B
For more information about the Association
of Fundraising Professionals Austin
Chapter’s 2013 Philanthropy Day Awards
Luncheon, go to www.afpaustin.org and
click on Philanthropy Day. Tickets are $80
(AFP members) or $90 (guests).
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Urgent care expands in Northwest Austin

Developer inks deal for hotel at The Summit

in the market. He attributes urgent care
Austin The recent growth of urgent
care facilities in Austin seemed to appear growth to convenience.
“[People] don’t want to have to make
overnight to Dr. Casey Cochran, director
an appointment with their family doctor
of occupational medicine for the three
Pro Med Medical Care Centers in Austin. and then wait,” he said.
Urgent care providers in Northwest
Full story by Amy Denney
Austin have cited a number of
This chart
reasons for the sudden growth,
is not an
Illness/injury
exhaustive
such as a lack of urgent care
list of
providers, an anticipated swell
illnesses
Broken bone
and injuries.
of insured residents needing
Chest pain
health care, convenience and area
Source:
Spinal cord/back injury
Urgent Care
population growth. Many say the
Association
Labor
growth of urgent care is attribof America
Poisoning
uted to more than one cause.
“Part of it is the way people’s
Minor fracture
lifestyles are now; they’ve been
X-rays
Retail
more mobile. They move around
clinic
Stitches
more, so they don’t have a long,
Sprains/strains
established history with a physiForeign object in eye/nose
cian,” Cochran said.
Urgent
Rash
Dr. Bernard Swift Jr., who owns
care
San Antonio–based Texas MedEar or sinus pain
Clinic, said he decided to open
Coughs, sore throat
two facilities in Austin, because
Vaccinations
Emergency
he thinks the city does not have
room
Cold, flu symptoms
a dominant urgent care player

Georgetown After more than
five years and a downturn in the
economy that delayed plans for the
The Summit at Rivery Park, developers announced a four-star Sheraton hotel will be built on the site.
Developer Jeff Novak of Novak
Brothers made the announcement
Nov. 14 to the Georgetown Transportation Enhancement Corporation board.
The hotel will be the first four-star hotel
in Georgetown and will increase the
city’s hotel rooms by nearly half.
“We are pleased by the announcement,” City Manager Paul Brandenburg
said. “This is going to be a huge economic engine for not only the city, but
the region.”
The approximately $60 million
hotel will feature 225 rooms, a pool,
fitness center, parking garage and a
53,000-square-foot conference center.
The conference center would be able to
seat up to 2,500 people, Novak said.
“It’s been a long time coming, and
obviously it has momentum now,”
Brandenburg said. “It could be a huge

Austin When Zed’s opened two
years ago in the Tech Ridge development, the vision was to create an oasis
where residents could get away from the
hustle and bustle but still be in Austin.
Although the restaurant has undergone chef and menu changes, General
Manager Laura Josselson said that
vision remains intact. The restaurant has
outdoor pools filled with koi, a waterfall,
a back lawn where customers can sit on
blankets to enjoy live music and a 1-mile
walking path.
“People are happy to see changes here,”
Head Chef Jacob Hilbert said. “A lot of
the locals in the area really want this
restaurant to work because there aren’t a
lot of nice restaurants around here.”

benefits go beyond a back rub. Physical
advantages of massage include increased
blood flow and immune system productivity, and decreased bodily toxin levels
and muscle tension, Loyo said.
Full story by Korri Kezar
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501 S. Austin Ave.
Georgetown
512-686-1107
www.mibohe.com
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Georgetown The connections
between the mind, heart and body and a
drive to help others led Dr. Karina Loyo
to create MiBoHe Wellness, a center for
promoting massage therapy and healthy
living, in downtown Georgetown.
Loyo, who earned her doctorate in
health education and gerontology, has
worked in marketing and different
aspects of public health, including managing Texas’ HIV care group for 6 1/2
years. One of her favorite treatments has
been improving lives through massage
therapy, she said.
“I just think that it is an awesome
thing to be able to do for people,” she
said. “It really has been a passion
of mine.”
Loyo said she believes massage therapy

Korri Kezar

Zed’s

Amy Denney

DINING

MiBoHe Wellness

IMPACTS

Full story by Beth Wade
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Business

economic engine for the area. It makes
Georgetown a destination—visitors will
come here. It’s property tax, sales tax,
motel/hotel tax, job creation—all those
positive things, especially with that size.”
Georgetown Economic Development
Director Mark Thomas said the conference center would allow large meetings
to be hosted in the city for the first time.
Novak said construction on the
infrastructure for the commercial sites,
including roads and utilities, is expected
to start in January.
“That’s really kind of the impetus for
the hotel,” Novak said. “We can’t start
construction on the hotel until we deliver
a developed site that has utilities and all
the things you need to build on a site.”
Construction on the hotel could begin
in the summer and be completed by
September 2015, he said.
“It’s probably a four-month to fivemonth timeline to deliver the roads and
utilities, and that’s what’s driving the
timeline to break ground on the hotel,”
Novak said.

rm
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Ln

Canyon
Ridge Dr.

Yager Ln.

501 Canyon Ridge Drive
Austin
512-339-9337
www.zeds.bz

Now Open

Now Open

Now Open

In the News

Austin Destination XL opened Nov.
20 in The Shops at Arbor Walk, 10515
N. MoPac, Bldg. H. The store carries
men’s big and tall activewear, business
and casual clothing. Brands include
Tommy Bahama, Polo, Ralph Lauren,
Dockers and Nautica.
512-418-8557, www.destinationxl.com

Georgetown Law enforcement–
themed cupcake shop Kopcakes
opened Dec. 8 at 4410 Williams Drive,
Ste. 104. The shop sells 50 cupcake
flavors, said Ed Anderson, owner and
retired Georgetown police officer.
Hours are Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
512-630-3035

Cedar Park Dos Salsas opened
its second location Dec. 7. The
9,300-square-foot site, located at 1600
E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, has a
bar, two venue rooms, a covered patio
and salsa dancing. 512-260-7494,
www.dossalsas.com

Cedar Park Dunkin’ Donuts
announced plans Dec. 4 to open 21
Austin-area locations during the next
six years, starting in Cedar Park in
early 2013. Former University of Texas
quarterback Colt McCoy is among
the ownership group opening the
franchises. www.dunkindonuts.com

.
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socialize, and through that people will
invest when times are tough, invest in their
local community because they know there
is that interdependence. They know John
who operates the local hardware store,
so they choose to go there instead of the
national chain.”
Starting small
According to the U.S. census, the population of Hutto in 2000 was 1,250. The population has grown more than tenfold since,
and according to estimates, it could reach
40,000 by 2020.
Despite the population surge, the City of
Hutto has suffered from a stagnant housing
market and limited tax sources. The challenge is finding methods to develop the
community’s social and aesthetic offerings
without breaking the bank.
“We would love to be able to have more
amenities here for our citizens so they can
stay here to socialize or be entertained,”
Hutto Mayor Debbie Holland said. “We get
frustrated some of those things aren’t happening fast enough but understand that it
all takes money.”
City Council launched two programs in
2012—Hutto Has Heart and Hutto Matters—designed to encourage community
outreach and networking through churches
and civic engagement.
“For Hutto, the majority of the people

have lived here 10 years or less,” Holland
said. “In a lot of ways we are creating the
tradition of Hutto. By creating these kinds
of organizations now, people are going to
spread the word and take [new residents]
under their wings.”
Holland said the city recognizes the
value of promoting its downtown as a community gathering place. The city created
a Downtown Incentive Plan to encourage
business growth in the area and recently
began hosting “Second Saturday” events to
bring residents together.
“We want people to move here and to
stay here,” Holland said.
Chicken or the eggs
The cities of Round Rock and Pflugerville are approaching future development
from contrasting perspectives.
Dell Inc. established its corporate headquarters in Round Rock in 1994 and forever altered the composition of the city.
The challenge for the city since then has
not been the economy, but how to manage
the resulting population growth and avoid
becoming a suburb without an identity.
Pflugerville’s city leaders, on the other
hand, are aggressively encouraging business development through incentive
deals—an approach they believe will draw
and retain residents, Pflugerville Mayor Jeff
Coleman said.
“Our base philosophy is that it’s the
government’s responsibility to create the
right environment for growth to occur,”

City officials have been working to
promote the downtown business district
as an attraction for residents. The
area also hosts events such as Family
Christmas Night, Chalk Walk and Monday
Music on Main.

3 Brushy Creek trail system
The Round Rock Parks and Recreation
Department is working on developing
the Brushy Creek trail system, including
the restoration of the bathing beach near
Chisholm Trail Road.

4 Play for All Abilities Park

h
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Courtesy City of Round Rock

Courtesy City of Hutto
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The 570-acre park hosts baseball fields,
a disc golf course, soccer facilities and
more. The city also holds community
events at the park including Frontier Days,
Fall Festival and Rock ‘N Lights.
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According to a study conducted by the Knight
Foundation, the best ways to develop residents’
attachment to cities is by promoting social
experiences, aesthetics and a welcoming culture.
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1 Old Settlers Park

Old Settlers Blvd.

35

Coleman said.
Coleman said Pflugerville also offers
residents quick accessability to Austin, an
affordable housing market, a small-town
feel and quality schools.
“At the end of the day, they come here
because Pflugerville offers more value than
other communities,” Coleman said.
McGraw said city leaders’ eyes are open
to the need of developing a unique character for Round Rock. High on the list of
wants is the continued development of the
downtown area, and sponsoring community events such as Family Christmas Night
and the Chalk Walk.
“It takes work, and it certainly doesn’t
happen overnight,” McGraw said. “Part of
what we are trying to do is the different
events to create a community that gives you
a sense of attachment to this place.
“It used to be dead as a doornail downtown. Now there is music and there are
people, and that is exactly what you want.”
McGraw said he would also like to see
the city reserve land for recreational use.
“It always comes down to money,”
McGraw said. “We own a couple of large
properties west of [I-35] that I would like
to see developed into trail parks—not soccer fields and baseball fields, more of a
low-impact experience. I want a place to go
hike. That goes back to quality of life.”
Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search
downtown Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto

In 2012, the city, in cooperation with local
businesses and volunteers, unveiled
the $600,000, 51,000-square-foot park.
The park was designed for all children,
including those with disabilities, to enjoy.

5 City of Hutto initiatives
The city established two new
organizations in 2012—Hutto Has Heart
and Hutto Matters—designed to bring
citizens together to help the community
and encourage civic engagement.

6 Downtown Hutto
The city is encouraging growth in the area
through development incentives. In 2012,
the city began closing the downtown area
for its “Second Saturday” public events.

7 Lake Pflugerville
The City of Pflugerville is taking steps to
improve the facilities and accessibility of
Lake Pflugerville. The lake also hosts the
city’s annual Fourth of July celebration,
the Pflugerville Pfirecracker Pfestival.
Chili Pfest

Courtesy City of Pflugerville

The ties that bind

8 Downtown Pflugerville
Downtown Pflugerville plays host to
events throughout the year including the
Deutschen Pfest in May, the Chili Pfest in
October, and the Christmas parade and
tree lighting in December.
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Robinson said Austin is carefully tracking
Williamson County growth because 44,000
of its residents reside within the county.
“Williamson County now joins this big
group of growing counties, like Fairfax
[Va.], Orange County [Calif.], and DuPage
[Ill.],” Robinson said. “[Williamson County
cities] are beginning to struggle with that
question: How much do we want to grow?
In the past it has been full-throttle, let’s
grow as fast as we can, but at some point
they are going to question that.”
McGraw said the majority of residents
who attended the growth summit were
lukewarm regarding the idea of continued expansion and the potential problems
it brings.
“Not everyone wanted to see the kind of
growth projected,” McGraw said. “There is
not agreement [growth] is a good thing.
The consensus was if we are going to grow,
let’s have good, quality growth.
“The common theme was there needs to
be a better balance between residential and
commercial growth.”
Preparing now
The most common issue facing fastgrowth cities—and the most likely challenges for Round Rock—are roads and
water, said David Fowler, senior planner
for Capitol Area Council of Governments.
CAPCOG is a Central Texas regional
growth and planning association composed of more than 90 regional government entities.
“[Round Rock planning officials] need
to make sure that everything is accommodated for,” Fowler said.
Round Rock took a major step in planning for its future water needs in 2012 when
the Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority water supply project went active. A joint
city effort among Round Rock, Cedar Park
and Leander, the BCRUA will be able to
supply Round Rock with up to 40.8 million gallons of water per day, according to
the BCRUA.
“Round Rock has pretty much accommodated the water needed for all of its
planned growth, so that is not a problem,”
Fowler said.
With new water rights secured, the more
pressing concerns for the city have become
transportation and housing, McGraw said.
The eventual build-out population of the
city—projected to be 250,000–300,000—
will depend largely on what type of homes
the city allows developers to build, he said.
The discrepancy [in population projections] is based on how dense will it be,”
McGraw said. “Will it be vertical, or singlefamily homes, and how big are the lots?”
Hudder said Round Rock is working to
solve current road issues while also keeping
an eye on the future.
“We are trying to fund projects that are
long overdue while at the same time trying
to get on offense for some of the stuff that
is going to be needed as the community

The Austin Metropolitan Statistical Area encompasses Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and
Williamson counties. In the past decade, an increasing number of the regional population
and job growth has shifted south toward Williamson County and the Greater Round Rock
area, which includes residents within the city limits, extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) and
surrounding municipal utilities districts (MUDs). According to projections from regional
demographers, Round Rock and Williamson County are expected to continue their rapid
expansion for the next several decades.
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Population Projections
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grows,” Hudder said. “We are trying to
work with the county to build roads to connect with surrounding communities.”
The city is also keeping an eye out for
future public transportation needs, Hudder
said. The land along the former MissouriKansas Railroad line that runs north/south
through the city roughly parallel to A.W.
Grimes Boulevard has been identified for

Business relocations out
of Travis County are
increasingly common
and have netted

since 2000

potential construction of a future masstransit arterial, he said.
“The challenge is ... there isn’t any political motivation to do public transit because
it is extremely expensive.”
Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search
Round Rock growth
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Market Data
On the market (Nov. 1–30)

Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale
Price range

Round Rock

Average days on the market

Pflugerville

Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Number of homes sold

Hutto

Month

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Average price
Hutto

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Hutto

Less than $100,000

37

16

19

51

35

49

November 2012

202

88

28

$219,456

$165,920

$147,419

$100,000–$149,999

108

116

77

48

68

58

November 2011

147

81

36

$214,823

$158,357

$130,389

$150,000–$199,999

142

151

41

61

60

63

October 2012

192

95

29

$223,907

$164,774

$150,247

$200,000–$299,999

280

128

27

79

91

114

September 2012

188

78

38

$224,084

$164,422

$139,687

$300,000–$399,999

151

10

8

90

131

215

August 2012

230

81

35

$233,078

$161,632

$136,070

$400,000–$499,999

51

1

4

89

211

103

July 2012

236

108

41

$217,655

$151,921

$147,025

$500,000–$749,999

23

0

4

93

0

159

June 2012

226

91

51

$228,257

$156,649

$131,377

$750,000–$999,999

0

1

2

0

34

245

May 2012

224

125

50

$223,511

$163,753

$138,907

$1 million +

0

0

3

0

0

671

April 2012

216

101

26

$219,917

$155,765

$141,989

Recent Property Listings

ZIP code guide

ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq.ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78634

Hutto Square

318 Wimberley St.

4br/2ba

$129,500

1,581

Karen Miller

Miller & Associates Realty LLC

512-635-5077

78634

Huttoparke

117 Flinn St.

4br/2ba

$119,900

2,062

David Baird

Keller Williams Realty

512-507-1202

78634

Park at Brushy Creek

114 Palestine Cove

4br/2ba

$179,520

1,938

Earl Price

Team Price Real Estate

512-213-0213

78634

Enclave at Brushy Creek

1301 Reagan Wells Drive

4br/2ba

$200,000

3,432

E. Frank Wade

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-259-1775

78634

Enclave at Brushy Creek

2005 Concan Drive

3br/2ba

$159,000

2,006

Dena Hinds

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-963-1770

78634

Legends Hutto

209 Legends of Hutto Trail

3br/2ba

$169,975

1,962

Crystal Guthrie

Cantera Real Estate Inc.

512-422-3452

78634

Creek Bend

111 Camellia Drive

3br/2ba

$119,900

1,211

Carlos Hernandez-Ojeda

Private Label Realty

512-496-5234

78634

Hutto Square

317 Lidell St.

3br/2ba

$143,200

1,564

Paul Stephens

e-Executive Realty

512-626-1770

78634

Enclave at Brushy Creek

1305 Reagan Wells Drive

3br/2ba

$169,975

2,326

Crystal Guthrie

Cantera Real Estate Inc.

512-422-3452

78660

Falcon Pointe

18609 Derby Hill Lane

3br/2ba

$199,900

2,276

Joetta Houghton

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-736-2471

78660

Picadilly Ridge

1113 Clyde Bank Cove

3br/2ba

$135,000

1,489

June Green

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-966-2225

78660

Gaston-Sheldon

14301 Nestle Court

4br/2ba

$124,000

1,743

Michelle Sheehan

Gaston & Sheehan Realty

512-251-4950

78660

Highland Park North

820 Abbeyglen Castle Drive

3br/2ba

$199,900

2,137

Sheri Salley

Century 21 HSK & Associates

512-966-7595

78660

Highland Park

18209 Mammoth Cave Blvd.

3br/2ba

$169,900

2,388

Robert Fischer

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-791-0229

78660

Steeds Crossing

20814 Derby Day Ave.

3br/2ba

$116,900

1,242

Michelle Lee-Wilder

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-554-3976

78660

Picadilly Ridge

17536 Bishopsgate Drive

3br/2ba

$125,500

1,599

Robert Guest

Keller Williams Realty

512-616-4100

78660

Bohls Place

1203 Drake Elm Drive

3br/2ba

$165,000

2,045

Jill Marsh

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-940-6644

78660

Windermere

16006 Fitchburg Circle

2br/1ba

$71,900

875

Janette Friend-Harrington

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-844-3331

78660

Meadow Park South

805 Setting Sun Court

3br/2ba

$149,750

1,528

Kimberly Smith

J.B. Goodwin, Realtor

512-576-7341

78660

Windermere

927 Picadilly Drive

3br/2ba

$135,000

1,524

Pamela Buske

RE/MAX Capital City II

512-704-4672

78664

Meadows at Chandler Creek

1809 Buckeye Lane

3br/2ba

$89,900

1,267

Norma M. Mantz

J.B. Goodwin, Realtor

512-431-6226

78664

Southern Terrace

2001 Dixie Lane

2br/1ba

$125,000

1,100

Peter Russian

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-695-8274

78664

Ashton Oaks

221 Creek Ridge Lane

3br/2ba

$175,000

1,654

Shelly Hall

Realty Austin

512-577-1026

78664

Forest Creek Estates

1200 Meadowild Drive

3br/2ba

$220,000

2,284

Michael Friedman

Century 21 HSK & Associates

512-948-5890

78664

High Country

2509 Eastwood Lane

3br/2ba

$149,900

1,611

Megan Jarrard

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-608-2882

78664

Forest Creek

3733 Royal Port Rush Drive

5br/3ba

$339,500

3,813

Mariella Rivero

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-762-7731

78664

Forest Creek

2114 Hilton Head

4br/3ba

$339,900

3,551

Marci Wagner

Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-496-4980

78664

Kensington Place

1701 Oxford Blvd.

3br/2ba

$90,000

1,244

James Morelli

RE/MAX Capital City

512-744-4153

78664

Oak Bluff Estates

17 Stillmeadow

4br/2ba

$320,000

2,829

Jimmy Goff

Goff Properties

512-784-5175

78664

South Creek

2112 Boxwood Path

3br/2ba

$149,900

1,886

Glenn Newton

Amelia Bullock, Realtor

512-345-5137

78664

Turtle Creek Village

1981 Prairie Rock Way

3br/2ba

$161,900

2,109

Melissa Mandry

Keller Williams - Lake Travis

512-296-4714

78665

Gardens at Teravista Condo

4332 Teravista Club Drive

2br/2ba

$287,000

1,685

Diana Taber

Keller Williams Realty

512-657-8367

78665

Meadow Lake

3603 Hawk View St.

3br/2ba

$119,000

1,360

Sarah Williams

Keller Williams Realty

512-800-1364

78665

Teravista

4426 Bent Path

4br/2ba

$198,500

2,130

Jason Taylor

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-200-2624

78665

Eagle Ridge

1015 Mohican

3br/2ba

$145,000

1,933

Megan Turnipseed

Keller Williams Realty

512-966-7481

78665

Indian Ridge

1317 Terra St.

3br/2ba

$159,500

1,853

Will Garrison

Keller Williams - Lake Travis

512-289-4079

78665

Meadow Lake

1316 Lakeside Loop

4br/2ba

$153,000

2,338

Gilbert Gracia

RE/MAX Round Rock

512-825-1591

78665

Hills at Paloma Lake

3716 Rosalina Loop

3br/2ba

$225,000

1,888

Perry Henderson

Prudential Texas Realty

512-791-7462

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

209 Legends of Hutto Trail

1203 Drake Elm Drive

3733 Royal Port Rush Drive

1316 Lakeside Loop
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ZIP code

Subdivision

Address

Bed/Bath

Price

Sq.ft.

Agent

Agency

Phone

78665

Ridge at Paloma Lake

3541 Penelope Way

3br/2ba

$211,135

1,702

John Mick

RE/MAX Capital City

512-964-5724

78665

Meadows Chandler Creek

1503 Balsam Way

3br/2ba

$165,000

2,765

Mitchell Gunter

RE/MAX Capital City III

512-560-1333

78665

Paloma Lake

2624 Estefania Lane

4br/3ba

$279,900

2,998

Tim Kress

RE/MAX 1

512-719-5555

78665

Teravista

1810 Greenside Trail

4br/2ba

$229,936

2,063

Carol Strickland

Amelia Bullock, Realtors

512-426-2381

78665

Paloma Lake

3628 Rosalina Loop

4br/2ba

$221,100

1,973

Linda Botello

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-626-7459

78665

Eagle Ridge

3528 Rams Horn Way

4br/2ba

$212,000

2,740

Lisa Salinas-Gruver

Best Agents in Texas

512-423-5781

78681

Cat Hollow

5002 Cleves St.

3br/2ba

$169,900

1,660

Sherri Revier

ERA Colonial Real Estate

512-769-6000

78681

Behrens Ranch

2864 Nolina Lane

4br/3ba

$328,165

2,926

John Bawduniak

Gatehouse Properties

713-253-3080

78681

Sendero Springs

4002 Arbol Cove

3br/2ba

$234,900

2,447

Steven Hutchinson

Keller Williams Realty

512-704-2888

78681

Sendero Springs

4200 Cancelo Way

3br/2ba

$250,000

2,760

Sondra Chambers

Private Label Realty

512-466-2106

78681

Vista Oaks

3529 Galena Hills Loop

3br/2ba

$185,500

1,852

Linda Moore

Amelia Bullock, Realtors

512-577-1015

78717

Avery Ranch

10220 Medinah Greens Drive

5br/4ba

$420,000

3,543

Nicholas Broderson

Keller Williams Realty

512-659-9504

78717

Avery Ranch

9413 Muskberry Cove

3br/2ba

$204,900

1,633

Kenn Renner

Keller Williams - Lake Travis

512-423-5626

78717

Avery South

9704 Morgan Creek Drive

3br/2ba

$273,500

2,281

Doreen Dillard

Coldwell Banker United Realtors

512-346-1799

78717

Avery Ranch West

14420 Mowsbury Drive

3br/2ba

$179,000

1,638

Kenn Renner

Keller Williams - Lake Travis

512-423-5626

78717

Woods Brushy Creek

8311 Racine Trail

3br/2ba

$165,000

1,759

Margarita Dove

Keller Williams Realty-RR

512-657-5795

78717

Avery South

15428 Fisher Island Drive

4br/3ba

$310,000

2,802

Gerri Misko

Prudential Texas Realty

512-426-2814

78717

Avery Ranch Far West

14705 Shallow Water Cove

3br/2ba

$239,900

2,312

Matthew Menard

Keller Williams Realty

512-947-8787

78717

Casitas at Avery Ranch

11112 Casitas Drive

3br/2ba

$255,000

1,947

Lisa Kosub Young

Keller Williams Realty

512-637-8232

78717

Avery Ranch Far West

14317 Rountree Ranch Lane

3br/2ba

$193,999

1,689

Lisa Marie Contaldi

Intero Real Estate Services

512-784-5111

78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

4002 Arbol Cove

14317 Rountree Ranch Lane

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/1/12 and 1/1/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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