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Rendering shows project style that urban
planner Cid Galindo envisions.

Nolan Ryan family to create
entertainment hub near ballpark

y.
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The Round Rock Express, under the leadership of the Nolan
Ryan family, wants to partner with the city to build and
operate a 40,000 to 60,000 sq. ft. multi-use event center. It
would be the first of its kind in Williamson County with the
potential to host 1,000 or more attendants.

FM 1460 project
on hold, O’Connor
expansion likely
Shannon Colletti and Amy Stansbury
The Texas Department of Transportation recently announced funding rescissions that will impact several
road projects in the area. Some of the
projects are not affected, but others
will be delayed. Still others might get
underway, but will have to use alternative funding.
by

Hw

9
y. 7 New Round Rock
Event Center

Christi Covington

Dell Diamond has drawn more than 4.7 million
visitors since it opened in 2000. Now the ballpark
owners would like to build an even larger attraction.
In the next two years, they envision the land
surrounding the minor league field transforming
into an entertainment hub with a possible event
center and hotel acting as a catalyst to bring restaurants, retail and music.
“I think the multi-use facility is going to change

continued on |11

“All I know is we lost a ton of money,” said Williamson County Commissioner Ron Morrison. “It’s a big
blow. Everybody is shuffling, trying to
figure out what we can do.”

What the cuts mean

Morrison said the county will prioritize which projects get addressed
first.
“All of the projects will probably
be finished,” he said. “They just may
not be finished on the schedule we’d
planned on.”
Williamson County Commissioner
Lisa Birkman said it is up to the cit-

ies and county to determine if they are
going to put dollars toward state highway projects — something they are
not obligated to do.
“It’s a policy decision for us and the
cities to decide if we want to do that,”
she said. “I think the consensus is, at
least in the county, we can’t build and
rebuild every state highway in Williamson County. It would bankrupt us,
and the tax rate would be unbelievably
high. But in certain areas, there is so
much demand and need that we need
to go ahead and step in.”

continued on |15

Pflugerville city hall move left to council discretion
Voters to decide on recreation center and
library expansion funding in May

Christi Covington
The Pflugerville City Council approved a resolution Feb.
12 for a special bond election May 10 that will include two
separate propositions — one for a recreation center and the
other for a library expansion.
In a surprise move, a third proposal, the one for a city
hall, was removed from the ballot language, but Pflugerville
will probably still get the new building. The council plans
to use an alternative funding mechanism instead called
Certificates of Obligation, which requires council support
verses a city-wide vote.
City Manager David Buesing suggested this option, saying that unlike the other two propositions, city hall is not a
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Christi Covington
Pflugerville’s city slogan declares itself stuck “Between a Rock and a Weird Place,” in recognition of its
situation between its neighbors to the north and the
south. Because of this location, the city will get its first
mixed-use development where, in concept, people can
live, work and play without ever driving.
“The macro reason [we’re building] is Round Rock
and Austin. Pflugerville is right in the middle and as
those cities grow, development would eventually come
to Pflugerville,” said Cid Galindo, who is heading the
38-acre Pecan Street Plaza project scheduled to break
ground this summer. “The other reason is Pflugerville
is starting to reach its critical mass and evolution as a
city. Developers and investors are starting to take notice.”
Location will continue to make Pflugerville a prime
area for building, Galindo said. Major employer Dell
Inc. sits to the north and Samsung to the south. IH 35,
Toll 130 and Toll 45 border the city with FM 1825 and
Heatherwilde Boulevard bisecting it, which creates
traveling options.
Tentatively known as Pecan Street Plaza, the project
site is between Windermere Drive and Heatherwilde
Boulevard, on the South side of Pecan Street.
Once complete, the Plaza could include a hotel and
banquet center, family health club, restaurants, cafés,
50,000 sq. ft. of retail space and 300,000 sq. ft. of office
space, although all plans are not yet finalized.
Galindo submitted a conceptual plan to the city planning and zoning commission in late February. He hopes
to break ground this summer on roads and utilities.
The best comparison for the project is The Triangle
in Austin at Lamar Boulevard and Guadalupe, except
that development does not have office space. It is also
smaller than what Galindo envisions for Pflugerville.
The first phase will be the entry boulevard and main
entrance. Galindo describes the square he wants to
build as having wide sidewalks, lampposts, fountains,
retail stores and restaurants.
“It will be the character and the draw of that area
that will allow us to build the rest,” he said.
Some of the elements his development needs are in
place, he added. The area has a drug store, children’s
dentist, schools ranging from elementary to high
school and a post office nearby. With the features he
plans to bring, Galindo said the community will be a
complete traditional neighborhood design, which uses
the live, work and play concept.

R
Ev oun
en d
t C Ro
en ck
te
r

pecan street plaza

Real Estate
Report

Residential and
commercial
listings

quality of life issue, but a necessity. In the past, the council
has passed certificates to fund sewage plants, Lake Pflugerville and roads.
“City hall is very important. We need it as much as we
need any road,” Buesing said. “The best thing for Pflugerville to do is build city hall right now and the best way to
do that is through COs.”
Of the three issues considered for the ballot, city hall
was most controversial because of the debate on where it
should be located.
Downtown business owners want city hall in the historic
center of the community.
However, the council and mayor have indicated that they
plan to move the site closer to Toll 130, off FM 685, where

continued on |9
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General
Manager’s
Note
Sara Aleman

A hot topic in Pflugerville for many
residents and business owners is the location for a new city hall. Both sides believe
their solution is better for the economic
well-being of Pflugerville businesses. We
are covering this subject in response to
your requests for more information on the
subject.
Both Round Rock and Pflugerville value

city hall as a hub for activity.
Round Rock is not debating the location
of its city hall, which will be built near the
Baca Center and McConico building, but
the city council is currently considering the
design and structure of the building. They
want it to encourage a pedestrian, familyfriendly environment that also reflects the
style and personality of Round Rock.
Residents and businesses of Williamson
County have shown interest in having a
large, multi-purpose event center. While
we are featuring a potential facility next to
Dell Diamond, it is interesting to note that
Cedar Park recently finalized an agreement
with the Texas Stars (affiliate of the Dallas
Stars hockey team) to build an arena-style
event center, too.
We have created a new real estate tool

with the consumer in mind on page 34.
We realize that people often look for
homes in neighboring cities, so each
month we will feature real estate listings
from all of the northern Central Texas
region we cover.
As our cities are planning new public
facilities, Community Impact Newspaper has a new facility of its own. We are
proud to announce the opening of our
Southwest Austin paper with an office on
South Congress. The first paper will roll
out April 11, and we eagerly anticipate
the response.

Sara Aleman, General Manager
sara@impactnews.com
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A new Hyatt Place hotel targeting
business travelers will be built at the
corner of La Frontera Boulevard and
Sundance Parkway. The 132-room hotel
is expected to open next spring. For more
information, visit www.hyatt.com.

Excellent education

Round Rock Independent School District
was recently named one of five school
districts in Texas to receive the H-E-B
Excellence in Education district awards.
RRISD receives $5,000 and is eligible to
win a $100,000 grand prize when the
winner is announced in May. For more
information, visit www.roundrockisd.org.

City park program

People and Parks was founded by Sharon
Prete, former Parks and Recreation
Department director, as a “giving circle”
to support the city’s park program.
Donations ranging from $10 to $30
are being accepted through Sept. 30.
Checks are payable to the Community
Foundation, earmarked for People and
Parks. For more information, visit
www.rrcommunityfoundation.org

2

Girls’ night out

The second annual Dragons and Divas
fundraiser benefitting the Clay Madsen
Foundation will be held at 620 Café &
Bakery, 910 Round Rock Ave., from 5
to 9 p.m. March 20. More than 35 local
vendors will offer products and services
tailored for women. A silent auction will
be held, and free wine tasting and hors
d’oeuvres will be served. Admission is $5.
For more information, call Brandy Jones at
577-4272. To make a donation to the Clay
Madsen Foundation, visit
www.claymadsen.org.

3

Round Rock gets a lick

The Salt Lick, known in Austin for its
smoked pork ribs and brisket, will open
a new restaurant on the northeast corner
of Palm Valley Boulevard and Harrell
Parkway this June. Located on a large lot
with shady oak trees, the restaurant will
be a replica of The Salt Lick’s Driftwood
restaurant with a large screened-in patio,
wooden picnic tables and a 1,180 sq.
ft. building. For more information, call
512-894-3117, e-mail saltlick@saltlickbbq.
com or visit www.saltlickbbq.com.
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Batter up

Round Rock Express will hold a free open
house from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 8 at
Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Season and individual tickets will go on
sale, and baseball fans can tour the locker
rooms and clubhouse. The event will
also hold a “Keep Austin Fed” food drive
sponsored by the Boy Scouts of America.
The first home game is April 11. For more
information, call 238-2212 or visit
www.roundrockexpress.com.

5

Church expansion

6

A new dentist in town

St. William Catholic Church, 620 Round
Rock West Drive, broke ground Feb. 24 to
add religious education classrooms and
administration hall buildings at the site
of the new church. For more information,
call 255-4473 or visit www.saintwilliams.org.
Marlene Schiller DDS Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry opened a new office
at 2000 Sam Bass Road., Ste. 108. The
clinic relocated from Waco to Round Rock
in December and offers gentle full-service
dental care. For more information, call
341-3200 or visit www.schillerdental.com.
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Flowers and gifts

Floral Elegance, a new florist offering
flower arrangements and treat-filled gift
baskets, opened in January at 16420 RM
620, Ste. 103. For more information, call
John Barrientes at 671-8844 or e-mail
floralelegance@sbcglobal.net.

Carpet cleaning

Steam It, a carpet and tile stain removal
company, recently opened a home-based
business. For more information, call
797-3509 or visit www.austinsteamit.com.

8

Smart cars

Smart Center Round Rock, a new
and used car dealership specializing
in economy-sized two-seaters, which
consumers can customize and pre-order
online, opened in January at Round
Rock Plaza, 2132 N. Mays, Ste. 930. The
brightly colored micro-compact cars,
popular in Europe, get an estimated
41 highway miles per gallon. For more
information, call 493-9000 or visit www.
smartcenterroundrock.com.

9

Careers in healthcare

Healthcare Career Services, an
independently owned nurse’s aid school,
recently moved to Creekside Plaza, 900
Round Rock Ave., Ste. 307. The vocational
school offers nurse’s aid program
certification, morning and night classes,
and will soon offer a medication aide
program. For more information, call
Andy Widrow at 246-6877.

10

Japanese-Asian fusion

Yama Sushi and Grill, a casual dining
restaurant specializing in sushi and
Japanese cuisines, opened Jan. 21 at 16420
RM 620, Ste. 101. For more information,
call 671-4788.

Pflugerville
11 Vet clinic expands

To ensure quality medical care and
convenience for pets and their owners,
Central Texas Pet Hospital is adding two
more exam rooms and separate entrances
for dogs and cats. The animal hospital,
currently 3,200 sq. ft., is expected to
construct an additional 2,800 sq. ft. this
spring. The clinic is located at 1200 Pecan
St. For more information, call 251-2275 or
visit www.ctah.biz.

12

Food drive

To support Immanuel Lutheran Church
in its effort to feed those in the area
who are in need, Jagged Edge Salon is
collecting non-perishable food items until
March 31. Those who donate five or more
items can enter a raffle to win a Chi Flat
Iron or a $20 Dazzle Coffee gift card.
Food items can be dropped off at Jagged
Edge Salon at 103 N. First St. For more
information, call Meredith at 990-8477.

13 Screen printing

S & J Screen Printing, a custom silk
screening shop specializing in T-shirts,
uniforms and rally towels, recently
opened at 1202 FM 685, Ste. C8. For more
information, call 565-3964.

Greek food, live music
and dancing
14

Greek Pita House, 15803 Windermere
Drive, Ste. 204, recently remodeled to create
an authentic Mediterranean atmosphere.
The restaurant features Mediterranean
and Middle Eastern dishes and live
entertainment Saturday evenings. For more
information, call 670-1000 or visit
www.greekpitahouse.com.

March 6 from 7 to 10 p.m. The classes
are open to all Pflugerville and nearby
residents. Participants must be at least
21 years old. For more information, call
670-5510 or e-mail
jsmith@cityofpflugerville.com.

16

Machine shop

The Pflugerville Justice Center, 1611
E. Pfennig, is offering Citizen’s Police
Academy courses to provide knowledge
of the police department’s policies and
practices. Police officers, supervisors,
special guests and civilian personnel will
conduct 16 classes weekly beginning

REF Machining, LLP., a machine
shop that services avionic, oil field and
technology industries, recently moved to
2201 Patterson Industrial Drive, Ste. 100.
The machine shop, which has been in
business for 10 years, moved from Austin
to its 10,000 sq. ft. Pflugerville location to
accommodate its rapid growth and need
for more space. For more information, call
Terry Bohm at 251-9954 or visit
www.refmachining.com.

community events

19

Easter tea party

20

Flashlight egg hunt

21

Neil Simon’s “Prisoner of Second Avenue”

22

Easter egg hunt

25

Special friends of scouting luncheon

28

A night to remember

29

Casino night for literacy

30

Artisan fair

15

Citizen’s Police Academy

March
7

Mother and son dance

Dancing, dance contest and prizes
Clay Madsen Recreation Center gymnasium
1600 Gattis School Road – Round Rock
7-9 p.m. • $6 per ticket
Call 218-3220 or visit www.roundrocktexas.gov
Round Rock Express open house
Dell Diamond
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd. – Round Rock
10 a.m.-4 p.m. • Free
Call 238-2212 or visit www.roundrockexpress.com

8

9

Round Rock Artisan Stroll

10

Spring Break day camp

13

Free tax help at the library

Artisans, handmade crafts, shopping, music and
performers • Main Street – Round Rock
11 a.m.-5 p.m. second Sundays monthly
Call 535-5761 or visit www.artisanstroll.com
Pflugerville Recreation Center
400 Immanuel Road – Pflugerville
Registration Feb. 25 to March 7.
Residents $90, non-residents $95 • Call 251-5082
e-mail amya@cityofpflugerville.com
or visit www.cityofpflugerville.com
American Institution for Retired People are
available to assist with taxes.
Pflugerville Community Library
102 S. 10th St. – Pflugerville
Noon-4 p.m. Thursdays through April 10 • Free
Call for an appointment at 251-9185
or visit www.cityofpflugerville.com

14

St. Patrick’s Day dance

15

Easter festival

Music and dancing for adults ages 50 and up
Allen R. Baca Center for Senior and Community Activities
301 W. Bagdad Ave., Bldg. 2 – Round Rock
6-10 p.m. • Tickets $5 until March 3 • $7 until March 10 •
$10 at the door • Call 218-5499 for ticket information
or visit www.roundrocktexas.gov
Easter egg hunt, pictures with the Easter Bunny,
refreshments, train rides, balloon animals and a petting zoo
Heritage Park • 901 Hutto Road – Pflugerville
Free • Call 990-4363 or visit www.cityofpflugerville.com

Project Linus Blanket meeting

Volunteers needed to sew, knit or tie knots to make fleece
blankets for children in Williamson and Travis counties.
McConico Building, community room
301 W. Bagdad Ave. – Round Rock
10 a.m.-3 p.m. third Saturdays from March to October
Call Diane Whitehouse at 930-4792
or e-mail austinpl@suddenlink.net.

Texas Family Chiropractic patient appreciation day

Free spine adjustments and breakfast for existing clients; free
exam and X-rays for new clients
15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 420 – Pflugerville
Call for an appointment at 252-9444 • Free
or visit www.texasfamilychiropractic.com

Soups, tea sandwiches, desserts, scones and a
bottomless pot of tea
Keria Teas
204 E. Main St. – Round Rock
2 p.m. • $18 per person
Call 255-3742 or visit www.keriateas.com
A nighttime egg hunt for children, ages 3 and up.
Lakeview Pavilion at Old Settlers Park
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd. – Round Rock
7-9:30 p.m. • $4 advance tickets, $5 at the door
Call 218-3216 or visit www.roundrocktexas.gov
Sam Bass Community Theatre
600 Lee St. Memorial Park – Round Rock
March 21 to April 12 • $13-$15
Call 244-0440 or visit www.sambasstheatre.org
or e-mail Reservations@SamBassTheatre.com

Children ages 0-4, divided by age, can meet the
Easter bunny and hunt for eggs.
Old Settlers Park
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd. – Round Rock
9-11 a.m. • Free • Call 218-5540
or visit www.roundrocktexas.gov

Fundraiser to benefit Boy Scouts of America’s
scouting program in Round Rock ISD. Guest speaker Ty Detmer,
former football player for the Philadelphia Eagles
Forest Creek Country Club
100 Twin Ridge Pkwy. – Round Rock
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. • Invitation only • Donations welcomed
Call Scott Oliver at 944-7742 or e-mail soliver@bsamail.org
or visit www.bsacac.org.

A comedy show benefitting Memories for
Surviving Kids, a charity supporting friends and family of
deceased parents.
Forest Creek Golf Club
99 Twin Ridge Pkwy. – Round Rock
7:30 p.m. • $12 per ticket • Call Bob at 789-8608
Benefitting the Literacy Council of Williamson
County, featuring casino games, food and music, silent
auction, Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament
Allen R. Baca Center
301 W. Bagdad Ave., Bldg. 2. – Round Rock
7:30-11 p.m. • $25 per person
Call 244-8445 for tickets or visit www.literacycouncil-wc.org
Homemade crafts, jewelry, candles and artwork
made by local artisans
The Studio in Motion
401 FM 685, Ste. 102 – Pflugerville
9 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free
To reserve a booth or for more information, call 251-7747

Calendar events must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior. E-mail
Amy at astansbury@impactnews.com or call 989-6808.
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business profile

by Jessica Sinn

Peeks Travel • pflugerville

PEEKS Travel

Karen Duncan, owner

529-3696
www.peeksvacations.net

When Karen Duncan returned
from a business trip in Hawaii,
she found herself longing for
stretches of white sand beaches,
lavish hotel room service and
swaying coconut palms. After unpacking her bags, she decided to
end her career as a real estate agent
and renew her passion for travel.
Now, 13 years later, Duncan,
owner of PEEKS Travel, is busily arranging dream vacations,
girlfriend getaways and cruise
line packages via her Web-based
travel agency, located in her
Pflugerville home office.
Duncan said having a homebased business enabled her to
raise her children. So, she named
her business PEEKS, an acronym
created using the first letter of her
family members’ names.
“I enjoy people having fun,”
said Duncan, who is a certified travel agent from the Travel
Institute. “So, that’s why I wanted
to be a premiere planner of vacations and leisure activities for a
world that’s getting really busy.
People need more down time.
They need to be able to balance
life, family and work, and I want
to be that solution.”
Duncan has been able to keep
her business open during hard
times because of the extra effort
she makes to build solid foundations with her clients and vendors. She conducts personal con-

sultations with each client, which
helps her better understand their
personalities and preferences.
“It’s important to show them
that you are a real person and
that you are credible and have
their best interests at heart,” Duncan said. “I would rather have a
few good customers who trust
me, than a million customers
who will only use me one time.”
Shortly after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Duncan said her
phone stopped ringing for more
than 75 days. Because PEEKS
Travel was her family’s main
source for income, she had to
take on another job as an associate professor at Austin Community College. Although business
has picked up, she continues to
teach the travel and tourism program, and is providing internship
opportunities for her students.
Early in her new career,
Duncan said she extended her
services to booking airline tickets
and arranging worldwide destinations. When the travel industry
was adversely affected by the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Duncan
realized she couldn’t provide all
of those services and decided to
focus on her area of expertise:
island destinations. She is currently in the process of training
destination expert agents who
can cover the globe.
In addition to booking island

vacations, Duncan said she wants
to promote the local tourism
economy by arranging weekend vacations in Central Texas.
She said she also wants to plan
romantic getaways for emptynesters who need to rediscover
themselves and their relationships.
“One of my missions is to
broaden my perspective of what’s
available locally,” Duncan said.
“There are so many people with
limited budgets who just want
to get away for the weekend, and
there are so many vacation destinations right here in Central Texas.”

FREE SERVICES
Most travel agencies, including
PEEKS Travel, do not charge
a commission fee because
vacation package vendors pay
the agents for promoting their
services.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Austin Community College
offers certification in travel and
tourism. Classes include:
• Group Tour Operations
• Special Topics in Travel and
Tourism
• Destination Specialization
• Travel Industry Management
• Travel Automation
• Advanced Topics in Tourism
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business profile

by Jessica Sinn

ELECTRONIC POLYMERS INC. • Round rock

Electronic Polymers Inc.

525 Round Rock West Drive, Ste. 200
583-8300
www.electricpolymers.com
For BlackBerry users, nothing is more
aggravating than a dropped call in the
middle of a conversation — or worse, a
locked up keypad when trying to type an
important e-mail.
The root of these common system
failures is an act of nature: static electricity,
also known as Electro-Static Discharge.
With the help of a new electronic polymer
device, which is like a surge protector for
static electricity, cell phones and computers will become lighter, smaller, less
expensive and more reliable.
Karen Shrier, president and CEO of
Electronic Polymers Inc. and Josh Horvath, vice president of strategic operations,
co-founded Electronic Polymers Inc. The
company has developed a new manufacturing technology to increase reliability in
the performance of cell phones and computers by pioneering cutting edge surge
protection devices.
Electronic Polymers recently released
its latest product, the EPI-FLO, which has
gained attention from three leading cell
phone companies. Shrier said this polymer
suppressor device is capable of shunting
static discharge in a matter of picoseconds,
which is one trillionth of a second. She
said this device is especially necessary for
high frequency phones like Treos, BlackBerrys and iPhones.
In February 2000, Shrier mortgaged her
16-acre Silicon Valley ranch to expand
Electronic Polymers. She said one of the
reasons she chose to relocate to Round
Rock is because Texas has no state income
taxes. Because she was able to hire qualified engineers and purchase more land
at affordable prices in Texas, the move
proved to be a smart business decision, she
said.
With minimal equipment, which included a fish tank and credit card laminating
machine, Shrier, Horvath and a small crew
of engineers began creating ultra-thin, microscopic polymerized materials. Horvath

• PCs and cell phones will work well for longer
and be more reliable

said the company’s frugal manufacturing
methods help them maintain minimal
production costs.
“We’ve run a really tight ship,” Horvath
said. “We developed the entire product
and manufacturing capabilities, and we
acquired technology for our factories for
10 cents on the dollar. We got a $600,000
laser, but paid a heck of a lot less. We’ve
come a long way on very little money.”
Horvath said Electronic Polymers has
15 engineers, and in less than a year, they
expect to hire 15 more employees. He
said they are committed to keeping their
engineering and manufacturing operations
on-shore in the United States.
“Here [at Electronic Polymers] people
love what they do, they’re passionate,”
Horvath said. “Every person in this company is an owner.”
Electronic Polymers will soon hire as
many as 40 employees for a new manufacturing facility that will be built near Toll
130, slated for completion in 2010.
Fresh out of college, Shrier began her
nanotechnology career by working as a
chemist and lab technician. She said she
was able to gain a wealth of experience by
changing roles.
“My first job out of school, I started at a
company that grew from $60 million [in
revenue] to $1 billion,” Shrier said. “We
were encouraged to move around to different jobs in the company every 18 months
to two years. If you can start at a company
early on, you become very valued. You can
take on new challenges, and wind up being
very valued and extremely well paid.”
To succeed as a business leader, she
said one must have a true entrepreneurial
spirit, strong work ethic and most importantly, a strong passion for innovation.
“I love what I do because I’m very passionate and I don’t mind working overtime
to gain stock and ownership,” Shrier said.
“It’s much more fun than working for a
corporation.”

STATIC
ELECTRICITY

t
Round Rock Wes

Static electricity is everywhere, which is why all electronic devices can use ESD
protection. Smaller, more
accessorized cell phones,
or smart phones, are more
susceptible to ESD damage.

Dr.

How does it work?

PC and cell phone manufacturers can insert
EPI-FLO devices into their products during the
manufacturing process for protection against
electro-static discharge.
Benefits to the consumer include:
• Cell phones can be designed smaller, lighter
and can be less expensive

Co-founders Josh Horvath and Karen Shrier

Electronic
Polymers

ad
Ro
eil
N
Mc

7

8

MARCH 2008

i m pac t n ews.co m

City hall

continued from |1

they think there will be more space and
greater visibility.
Mayor Jeff Coleman said the council has
an agreement with the Terrell Timmermann family to donate land south of the
future Stonehill Town Center and north of
the Wal-Mart Supercenter to build the city
hall.
The 45,000 sq. ft. building would sit
above 19 acres of parkland overlooking a
five-acre pond that will have fountains and
other water features. On the opposite side,
the city might build an amphitheater.
In exchange for the land, the city will
build roads, which creates the transportation infrastructure Timmermann needs for
development of the remaining property.
Rather than leaving the city hall funding

to chance in a bond election, the council
opted to assure the project through COs,
which Buesing said was necessary to make
sure the project takes place.
Although COs typically only need action
from city council, it can require an election
if 5 percent of the registered voters submit
a valid petition in protest. If approved, the
certificates can pay for construction, purchase of materials, supplies, equipment,
machinery, buildings, land and rights-ofway, as well as for professional services including engineers, architects, attorneys and
financial advisors — as long as it is for a
project that meets the city’s needs.
Buesing thinks the project easily falls under these standards. City staff has filled its
space on Main Street in downtown and is
already leasing other facilities. In October,
the current council chambers will be replaced with city office space.
While agreeing that a new facility is a ne-

On the ballot

Although the Pflugerville City Council chose not to include city hall on the May
10 ballot, voters will have a chance to decide whether they want to pay for a new
recreation center and library expansion. Each proposition requires a simple majority to
pass. The effect on the property tax rate is not yet determined.

Library • $7 million

Pflugerville Pkwy.

Swenson Farms

Proposed
Recreation
Center Site

Railroad Ave.

.

1st St.

Proposed location: Pfennig Lane
Includes: Swimming pool, lobby, multipurpose rooms, weight room, childcare
room, gymnasium, senior citizen facilities.

Pflennig Ln.

10th St.

Recreation Center • $16 million

Main St.

Proposed Library
Addition

Pecan St.

Proposed location: Pecan Street at 10th
Street (existing library site)
More than triples the size of the existing
library with several large public meeting
rooms.

cessity, council member Wayne Cooper expressed some reservations on not bringing
the issue to voters. He said he saw the necessity, but wondered how the community
would respond without ballot input.
“Basically, I am sitting on the fence,” he
said.
The debt created from COs will likely
increase property taxes until enough commercial growth opens. The tax change rate
is not yet determined.
During the meeting, Coleman asked for
a report on the million sq. ft. of retail coming to Stonehill Town Center indicating
that the sales and property taxes generated
from that venue might offset homeowners’
tax costs.
Economic development director Charles
Simon said he received confirmation that
the first stores, including Target, Best
Buy, Bealls, PetSmart and Dick’s Sporting
Goods, will open in March 2009.

9

Stonehill
Town Center

Plans for city hall

City
Hall

Although not formally decided, the city
council has negotiated with the family of
Terrell Timmermann for land to build a new
city hall off FM 685. In exchange for the
property, the city will build some of the roads
needed for Timmerman to develop the rest of
the lot into a town center.
Single family residential
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Council member Darrelle White said the
voters had elected him to make need-based
decisions in the interest of the city, and that
this was an important time to act.
“If it is an obvious decision and I am not
willing to make it, maybe they did not vote
for the right person,” he said.
In the end, the four council members
present supported the option. The mayor
does not have a vote on council, although
Coleman later verbalized his support.
Buesing acknowledged that all constituents might not approve the decision.
“It takes some very great courage and
faith for them to vote like they did,” he said.
“I am very proud of them. They are looking
out for their community.”
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Mixed-use sites

Mixed-use commercial

High-density residential

Mixed-use residential

Open space
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Crossing

Source: BWM Group
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City committed roads
Hike and bike trail
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Event center

continued from |1

Round Rock as much as Dell Diamond
did,” said Reese Ryan, son of Nolan Ryan,
whose family co-owns the baseball park.
“There are so many events that should go
in Williamson County that are in Travis
County.”

The concept

During the February Round Rock City
Council retreat, Reese’s brother, Reid Ryan,
gave a presentation in response to the
council’s search for a partner to build an
event center.
Council members have expressed frustration that major programs, such as the
Williamson County Growth Summit,
which draws the community’s leaders and
business owners, are held in Travis County
because no local space is available for the
1,000 or more attendants.
In 2006, the city hired Economic Research Associates to study what type of
event center might meet Round Rock’s
needs best. ERA’s presentation in January
2007 indicated that the community could
use a large, multi-purpose facility for various types of events.

“Everyone is excited that it is a possibility, and that it really, truly could happen,”
she said. “The sooner we make it happen,
the sooner we can get in business.”

The council then sent a request for proposals to whoever might be interested in a
partnership to make the project happen.
So, the Express hired an architect to start
conceptual drawings for a 40,000 sq. ft.
building, which could seat several thousand depending on the room set-up. Not
only would it have space for the banquetstyle growth summit, it could also host
soccer or hockey tournaments. The event
center would also feature breakout meeting
rooms.
If a partnership is confirmed soon, Reid
thinks the project could be completed in as
soon as 18 months.
Nancy Yawn, director of the Round Rock
Convention and Visitors Bureau, wholeheartedly supports the concept. With her
economic development campaign to promote the city as the amateur Sports Capital
of Texas, she said the city has needed an
event center for years.
“It is an ideal location and the Ryans are
terrific to work with,” she said.
Old Settlers Park’s sports complex behind
the Dell Diamond already makes Round
Rock attractive for tournaments, but an indoor venue for sports such as cheerleading
and wrestling is still needed. That is a gap
an event center could fill, she said.

The stipulations

For that partnership to become a reality,
Reid said in exchange for the city building
the facility and funding some improvements to the ballpark, the Express would
donate land northeast of Dell Diamond
for a 40,000 to 60,000 sq. ft. event center,
as well as take care of all future operational
costs.
Reid highlighted the field’s central location between IH 35 and Toll 130 and the
public’s existing awareness of the site as
ideal advantages for the project. Utilities,
parking and land are already in place, he
added.
As another asset, Reid mentioned that on
the west side of the ballpark, The Salt Lick
barbecue restaurant is expected to open
this summer, and will be a replica of the
popular original restaurant in Driftwood
with its open fire pit and casual, log cabin
atmosphere.
The Ryans also know from confidential
negotiations that a 200-room, full-service
hotel will come soon, sitting east of the
ballpark. It might become a bigger hotel, if

11
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the city builds the event center next door,
Reid said. The hotel will be a part of the Diamond Oaks development, another project
headed by the Ryans.
Filled with retail, restaurants, some residences and possibly a stage for live music,
the development will be east of the baseball
field and landscaped with four existing old
oak trees.
The Ryans have interested tenants for the
development, but until the size of the hotel and the existence of the event center are
determined, Reese said they do not plan to
move forward with any other agreements.
He would like to break ground in 2009.

The next steps

The council directed staff to define the
details of the partnership, including funding sources to build the facility. The project is estimated to cost between $10 to $20
million.
The most obvious means to build the
event center is increasing the hotel occupancy tax, according to assistant city manager David Kautz, although the staff continues to explore other options. Hotels charge
this tax on a per room basis. Round Rock
voters could approve the tax increase from
13 to 15 percent as early as November.

Diamond Oaks Master Plan
Old Settlers Park

City Hike and
Bike Trail
Residential

Multi-use Facility/Hotel

Village Hike
and Bike Trail

Fitness
Center

Restaurant
Grove
Retail

Prosperity Bank	Not part of plan
Retail

Retail

To IH 35

79

Retail

Retail

To Toll 130
Source: Reese Ryan
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NEIGHBORHOOD DINING
Taste of Round Rock and Chamber auction

Sixth annual
Taste of Round Rock
and Chamber Auction
About five years ago, the Round Rock
Chamber of Commerce was hearing from
its members in the restaurant and food
service industry that revenues were down.
Focused on supporting local businesses,
the chamber staff began brainstorming
ways to help these companies draw in
more customers.
“As we see a trend, the chamber wants
to respond to it. So we wanted to do what
we could to help the restaurants in town,”
said Scott Swindell, chair of the Taste of
Round Rock committee for the Round
Rock Chamber of Commerce. “We flat
stole the idea from the Taste of Austin.”
That idea was an event showcasing local
restaurants and caterers to generate the
public’s interest in eating out and hiring
local caterers for parties, receptions and
business meetings.
The first Taste of Round Rock in 2003
featured 20 restaurants and caterers. That
number has more than doubled since then,
with this year’s event expected to have
more than 40 area businesses and attract
more than 1,000 attendees.
Each year, Round Rock Express Baseball has allowed the chamber to use Dell
Diamond as the event venue for free.
The Taste of Round Rock is held in the
concourse area, which is the covered
walkway inside the gates near the concession stands.
Each business has a booth where they
offer food samples, display menus and
provide information about their restaurant or catering services. The Round Rock
Express concession stands are also open,
serving sodas and beer.
Swindell said many businesses have
acknowledged the benefits of participating
in the Taste of Round Rock.
“Usually after a restaurant does it, they
say ‘boy, I want to do that again,’” he said.
Attendees will be able to stroll from
booth to booth and sample various foods.
There will also be a silent auction featuring goods and services donated by local
vendors.

March 18 • 6-8 p.m.
Dell Diamond
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.

In addition to spotlighting restaurants
and caterers, the event has also become
the largest fundraiser for the Round Rock
Chamber of Commerce. It generated more
than $20,000 last year.
For more information on the Taste of
Round Rock and Chamber Auction, go
to the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce at 212 E. Main Ave. or contact Lori
Petersen at 255-5805, e-mail lpetersen@
roundrockchamber.org or visit www.roundrockchamber.org, then click on Taste of
Round Rock.
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by Amy Stansbury

Tickets $15 in advance • $20 at the Door

Exhibiting restaurants
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

620 Café & Bakery
Austin Margarita
Carol’s Creations Specialty
Bakery
Casa Chapala
Cool River Café & Steakhouse
Edible Arrangements
El Matador
Fantasy Cakes
Firehouse Subs
Grapevine Market
Gumbo’s Louisiana Style Café
HEB Plus/Spoonz Cafe
Hooter’s
Hungry Howie’s Pizza
IKEA
Jason’s Deli
Johnny T’s BBQ

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lamppost Pizza
Louisiana Longhorn Café
Maggie Moo’s Ice Cream
Main Street Grill
Mangia Pizza
Parkwood Meadows
Retirement Center
Pizza Hut
Pok-e-Jo’s Smokehouse
Round Rock Donuts
Sam’s Club
Sirloin Stockade
Smokey Mo’s BBQ
The Ranch House at Teravista
Tilted Kilt Pub & Eatery
Twin Peaks
What’s for Lunch

Some silent auction items
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Six-day stay at a condo in Colorado
Two Southwest Airlines plane tickets
Rounds of golf for four at Avery Ranch Golf Club
Rounds of golf for four at Cimarron Hills Golf and Country Club
Four tickets and End Zone Club passes to Longhorn football game
Mack Brown autographed football
One-night stay at the Driskill Hotel
$750 item from Dell Inc.
Owner’s Experience package: Feel like Nolan Ryan, Don Sanders or
Drayton McLane during a Round Rock Express game at Dell Diamond

What an annual attendee says

“

I love food. That’s why I wanted to go. I found some new restaurants
that I didn’t know existed in Round Rock and now have become some of
my favorites. The weather was great last year, and the open air feel was
so nice at Dell Diamond. It was packed and the good thing about it is, you
see a lot of people in the community you know. So, it’s a great networking
event, too.

”

Kimberly Bronner
Round Rock resident

Concessions
Auction Tent
Exhibiting Booths
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Federal
funds
$3.3 bil
Veh
registr icle
atio
$1 bil n

Gas tax
$2.2 bil

Texas
Mobility
Fund
$1.4 bil

Bond
proceeds
$745 mil

Road projects

Texas Department of
Transportation projected
2008 budget

Othe
$325 mr
il

TxDOT’s road building budget was $4.2 billion in 2007 and has
dropped to $3.1 billion in 2008. This means that certain portions
of the projected revenues have not met projections and, therefore,
planned projects are being delayed.

Projected expenses*
Planning

$1.5 billion

Building

$3.1 billion

  • planning and design
  • acquisition of R.O.W.
  • research
  • transportation
  • construction
  • aviation

Birkman said FM 1460 is one project on hold that the
county will probably pursue. Plans include widening the
existing two lanes into a four-lane divided arterial roadway from Quail Valley Drive in Georgetown south to Old
Settlers Boulevard in Round Rock. Improvements are also
planned at the intersections of Chandler Road, Westinghouse Road and Inner Loop Drive. The cost is an estimated
$21.3 million.
The road is important because, with Texas State Round
Rock Higher Education Center, Scott & White University
Medical Campus and the new Seton Medical Center Williamson located nearby, traffic will only continue to increase, Birkman said.
“It’s likely we’ll strike some sort of deal where we’ll partner with the cities and get at least a portion of it done,” she
said. “We’ll have to divert money from other projects, maybe delay them somewhat, to come up with the money.”

Connecting RM 620 and Toll 45
$2.9 billion

Maintenance

  • contracted maintenance
  • TxDOT maintenance

Use

$325 million

Management

$185 million

  • traffic safety
  • public and medical transportation
  • registration and titling
  • regulation of motor vehicle dealers
  • travel information centers
  • auto theft prevention
  • rail safety
  • central administration
  • support services
Source: Texas Department of Transportation
*All figures are approximations

Affected road projects
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FM 1460/A. W. Grimes Boulevard

Texas
Department
of Transportation

Projected revenues*
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Included in the early planning for the Central Texas
Turnpike System was a joint project for Williamson County and TxDOT to fund an extension of Wyoming Springs
Drive south to Toll 45. The county was going to pay for
construction of the road, and TxDOT would fund the interchange, Birkman said. TxDOT cut the project before securing bond financing because there were environmental
issues with the area.
But RM 620 is congested and a connector to Toll 45 is
needed, Birkman said.
“When you’re on 620, you look at [Toll 45.] You see it’s
right there, but you can’t get to it,” Birkman said. “I realized
the project was going to be shelved if we did not look at
other road options.”
Extending Great Oaks Drive or O’Connor Drive east of
RM 620 to Toll 45 was also considered. O’Connor Drive is
likely the best option for many reasons, Birkman said. It
is a major arterial road, and to the north it becomes Avery Ranch Boulevard, which connects to 183A Toll and US
183.
Until recently, the county had still been counting on
money from TxDOT for the interchange, Birkman said.
Williamson County passed a resolution in November allowing the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority to
research the possibility of extending O’Connor. In January,
CTRMA issued preliminary feedback that the project has
good potential.
“Now that we have done a rough analysis, we are paying
our traffic and revenue consultant, URS, to do a level-one
traffic and revenue assessment of the O’Connor and [Toll]
45 intersection,” said Wes Burford, director of engineering
for CTRMA. “That will give us a rough estimate of folks
who would be willing to pay a toll to use this road. We have
to see a willingness that translates into a bond capacity.”
URS is expected to deliver the traffic and revenue assessment to CTRMA in late May. If the report indicates that
construction costs can be supported with an adequate revenue stream, CTRMA will approach TxDOT to see if there

15

is an opportunity to partner. If TxDOT declines, CTRMA
and Williamson County will look at securing another way
to fund the project.
“What you know [once you have the traffic and revenue assessment] is you have a cost to construct, and you
might have a revenue stream to pay for it. So, you have to
see where you think you might be able to come up with
the money to do the project,” Burford said. “It absolutely
would have to be tolled to be constructed.”
However, if the CTRMA finds that the road extension
is feasible, Birkman said there will be public hearings to
solicit input from the community before moving forward
with the project.
“My first choice would be for it to be free, but we need
this road and we needed it in 2000. It’s now 2008, and we
still don’t have it,” Birkman said. “I don’t know if the county
will ever have the money it needs to build it. All studies
show it will relieve traffic on 620.”
The cost to extend O’Connor Drive to Toll 45 is estimated at $24 to $40 million, Birkman said.

Reasons for the cuts

Chris Lippincott, spokesman for the government and
public affairs division of TxDOT, cited several reasons
for the cuts, calling them an “unfortunate convergence of
events.”
“The bottom line is for fiscal year 2008, beginning in February, we are going to stop our construction program. $1.1
billion worth of construction projects in Texas will be delayed
for the balance of the fiscal year,” Lippincott said. “This is a
difficult situation for everyone. We recognize that, and we’re
going to do everything we can to work with local authorities
to help them make the most of the revenues they have.”
In the last two years, the federal government has issued
$666 million of rescissions in a previously promised federal contract for the State of Texas. Lippincott said TxDOT
anticipates nearly $950 million in additional rescissions by
2009.
Another issue at the federal level is that the Highway
Trust Fund is quickly reaching a point of fiscal crisis, and
it is expected that as early as next year, it will begin to run
negative balances, Lippincott said.
Some factors have influenced TxDOT at the state level
as well. During its last session, the legislature moved $1.5
billion from the state highway fund to pay for other state
priorities over fiscal year 2009, and also put restrictions on
access to private sector investment, Lippincott said.
Lippincott cited inflation as another reason for the cuts.
In the last five years, highway construction costs have increased 62 percent. This can partially be attributed to the
rising costs of materials used to build roads — concrete,
steel and asphalt, a petroleum product — as well as rising
engineering and right-of-way costs. The historically high
cost of gasoline also plays a part in this.
The need to increase funding for maintenance of the
state’s highways, which are showing wear and tear, is yet another reason for the cuts, according to Lippincott. He also
said overly optimistic assumptions by TxDOT, including
the overestimation of growth in future federal transportation authorization bills, have tightened TxDOT’s belt.
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COMMUNITY iCON

by Amy Stansbury

Theodor “T” Timmerman

Theodor Timmerman and his wife Marlene

Theodor Timmerman, nicknamed “T”
or “T-boy,” has lived all but one year of
his 87-year life in Pflugerville, and that
was his first year of marriage. His wife
Marlene was a young widow living in
Austin with her three sons, who were all
under three years old when the couple
met in 1959. They would later have another son and three daughters together.
During that year, Timmerman drove
back and forth to farm on his land in
Pflugerville. He was glad when they
moved back into the home his father built
in 1919, where they ended up living for
nearly 50 years.
Timmerman’s father and grandfather
were instrumental in the development
of the area, as well as helping found and
later rebuild Immanuel Lutheran Church
after it burned down in 1928. So it was
natural for Timmerman to be involved in
the community, too.
Over a span of more than 40 years,
Timmerman served on the Pflugerville
Independent School District board, the
Manville water board, Immanuel Lutheran Church council, German-American Farm Mutual board, Pflugerville
Fire Department board, Travis County
Appraisal board, Round Rock Hospital
board, the Travis County Livestock and
Rodeo board and is a long time supporter
of Texas Lutheran University.
For several generations, the Timmermans have owned 1,700 acres in Pflugerville, some of which is currently being
developed for commercial and residential
real estate by Timmerman’s son, Tim.
Timmerman was successful farming
cotton and later corn on this land in the
mid-1900s.
“At one time they said I grew 10 percent of the cotton that went through the
[local] gin. I grew 1 percent of the cotton
in the country,” Timmerman was quoted
saying in the oral history book Pflugerville: A Heritage to Remember, available at
the Pflugerville Community Library.
He worked long hours farming during
the day, but contributing to the development and evolution of Pflugerville was
also a priority.

“What always fascinated me about Dad
is that he farmed all day. Then he’d come
home, get a shower, change clothes and go
to the board meetings,” Hebert said. “He
went to all these meetings, and never wrote
anything down – ever. It was amazing.”
Timmerman’s wife Marlene ran the
household and supported her husband’s
involvement in the community.
“Daddy was always going to board
meetings, but we still got a lot of time
with him. He took us to the lake to go
boating almost every weekend,” Hebert
said. “But Mother was really the fiber of
the family, running the house. She was
our rock.”
Marlene said that often people would
complain about board members of organizations, but never about her husband.
“He was the sensible one – always
diplomatic, fair and reasonable,” Marlene
said. “He never ever said bad things about
people, and he didn’t hold grudges. He is
just a kind-hearted person.”
Timmerman served on the school board
for 21 years, 10 of which he was president.
A significant achievement during that time
was his role in building Pflugerville High
School and stadium, which was completed in the early 1973.
But if you ask Timmerman, he’ll say
that his greatest accomplishment while he
served on the school board was getting all
seven of his children through school.
“He even got to hand every one of them
their diplomas,” Marlene said.
Timmerman laughed when they reminisced about the youngest of the children
taking advantage of her father being the
school board president.
“We were all pretty good, and I really
didn’t want to embarrass Daddy while he
was president, but my sister Cheryl used
to go to school late every day for one
reason or another,” Elaine said, affectionately. “It was always something, and she
got away with it.”
Timmerman has been acknowledged
for his contributions to the city in many
ways, such as having an elementary
school named in his honor and being
given the Lifetime Achievement award by
the Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce.
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regional report

Leander BMX racing is in Leander at Building Cham-

pions Raceway, 711 CR 269. It opened Jan. 1 and offers both
BMX and motocross racing. The track is open Saturday for
practice 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday for races starting at noon.
The cost is $6 per practice session and $12 to race. Spectators
may watch for free and enjoy the on-site concession stand. For
more information, call the track hotline at 259-2277 or visit
www.ridebcr.com.

New stores in 1890 Ranch
Cedar Park 1890 Ranch, located at the corner of 183A

Toll and FM 1431, is adding more retail and several dining
options. Gold’s Gym and Bealls department store are under
construction and will be completed by July. Academy Sports
& Outdoors will begin construction in March, with Mardel,
a Christian book and supply store, Hobby Lobby and Hemispheres, a furniture store, to follow suit in April. New eateries in the Ranch include Carl’s Jr., Buffalo Wild Wings and
Chick-fil-a, which will all begin construction by the end
of February. For more information on happenings at 1890
Ranch, visit www.endeavor-re.com.
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which operates the electric grid for 75 percent of the state, indicated a need for more transmission lines in Central Texas.
Two electricity providers — Lower Colorado River Authority Transmission Services Corp. and Dallas-based Oncor (originally part of TXU Electric Delivery) — agreed
to build a 345-kilovolt, double-circuited, bundled-conductor, bulk-power transmission line that will run from
Clear Springs, which is northeast of San Antonio, straight
through Hutto, to Salado. The ERCOT-approved project
will be about 100 miles long.
“The economy in Texas is continuing to grow. We’re seeing more businesses and people move into the state. More
importantly, the folks living here are using more electricity,”
Oncor spokesman Chris Schein said. “You’re seeing a significant increase for the demand of electricity and have to
have a way to get it from point A to point B.”
Schein said the reason the line will run through Hutto is
because it provides the most direct and cost-efficient route.
“The fact is we’ve been asked to increase the north-south
capacity between these two points to help ensure the reliability for Central Texas, and all of Texas, as part of the
grid,” Schein said.
LCRA spokeswoman Krista Umscheid also said the project is needed to address regional transmission needs such as
electric load growth due to population increases, new power
plants and electric reliability concerns. The proposed project
would alleviate the transmission congestion and the higher
costs for electricity associated with bringing power from the
plants to consumers.
Citizens agree a new line is necessary.
“The Hutto Citizens Group is not saying the line is not
needed,” said Charles Shell, chair of the Hutto Citizens
Group Transmission Lines Committee. “They’re saying it
needs to be done in a responsible manner that benefits the
citizens in Hutto as well as citizens in Texas, and we don’t
think [the decision makers are] doing that.”
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vision of how this restaurant would
twinkle with light coming through
the trees. I think the best tables are
right outside.”
Very different from the hip, casual
feel of the downtown restaurant, the
Avery Ranch location leans toward
upscale sophistication.

10525 W. Parmer Lane • 388-7772
www.ztejas.com

nR

2211 W. Second St.
352-6357
www.taylormeat.com

95

397

trepreneurs founded the restaurant
Z’Tejas in an old Victorian house on
Austin’s Sixth Street. The menu is influenced by their southern roots and
combines the flavors of the southwest,
Texas and Louisiana. Today, the franchise has 10 locations across the western United States, including three in

the Austin area.
Z’Tejas opened its newest location
at Avery Ranch Nov. 12. When you
arrive, the first things you notice are
the impeccable patios and outdoor
fireplaces.
“We built the restaurant around two
giant oak trees,” company president
Steven Micheletti said. “We had a

ero

Taylor Meat Company

Avery Ranch In 1989, three en-

n.
Parmer L

the state, according to Texas Co-op Power Magazine. The
company has made the jerky since its opening in 1947, but
wasn’t recognized until September 2007.
Taylor Meat was founded by the Zimmerhanzel brothers, and the company is now run by Ron Ivey in partnership with his mother.
“Taylor Meat is kind of a well-kept secret in the area for
people who are new,” Ivey said. “Hutto had this humongous growth and Round Rock, too. I’m not sure people
realize that just a few miles this way, there is an old-fashioned meat counter. They can come in and pick up steaks
and fresh meat products and some dinner ideas.”
The meat market produces at least 30 different types
of sausage and ground beef and operates a full-line meat
counter with steaks, roasts, pork chops, luncheon meats,
cheeses and award-winning jerky.
“One of our hallmark items is the Tip Top Red Wiener.
When kids come, they get a free wiener,” he said. “I would
not call myself a big hot dog fan eight years ago, before I
bought this place, but that is just a superb frank.”
“Our steaks are not pre-cut and packaged,” Ivey said.
“We cut rib eyes and T-bones to the customers’ liking, as
far as thickness. The ground beef is freshly ground here;
it is not stuff that has been ground somewhere else. It is
quality and freshness that we strive for.”
The company distributes meat to area H-E-Bs, Brookshire Brothers and markets in Austin. The meat can also be
found in restaurants in Taylor and Hutto.

Gilleland Creek
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Taylor The jerky at Taylor Meat Company is the best in

Northwest Austin The term pioneer is often used to
describe those first families who came to Texas and settled
the wilderness and carved out a new society. But another
kind of pioneer family could be found blazing new social,
economic, and political trails in Northwest Travis County
back in the 1860s and 1870s. They were the Hancocks, led
by Rubin and Elizabeth, and their pioneer adventure is rivaled by few Texans.
The Hancock family overcame uncertainties and
obstacles following the end of slavery in 1865 and were
among the first freed slaves to own their land in Travis
County. With the assistance of former owner Judge John
Hancock, the pioneer couple established their farm just

west of the present
day intersection of
Parmer Lane and
MoPac. With hard
labor and practical optimism, the
Hancocks made
a success of their
farming venture
and passed on to
their descendants economic security and hope for the
future – the definition of the American dream.
Information on Rubin and Elizabeth Hancock was
compiled in the book, After Slavery: The Rubin Hancock
Homestead, 1880-1916 by Marie E. Blake and Teri Myers
after field discoveries of the farm were made by the Texas
Department of Transportation in 1987.
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True Texas pioneers:
Hancock family
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Taxes

Tax preparation

The Internal Revenue Service offers tips
for early tax preparation:
• Get the right forms — Forms are available at multiple locations and online at
www.irs.gov.
• Take your time — Rushing through a return may result in errors, which can cause
refunds to be delayed.
• File online — It’s quick, easy and even
catches math errors. E-filing also provides
delivery confirmation and speeds up
refunds.
• Direct deposit — Taxpayers who choose
direct deposit over a check receive refunds
quicker.
• Ask an expert — For complex returns,
call a CPA or tax preparer. Hiring help
could actually save time and money.

Margin tax

On May 2, 2006, the Texas State Legislature passed House Bill 3, which replaced
the franchise tax with a margin tax. It
affects nearly every legal entity doing business in Texas and is calculated as follows:
Tax margin = total revenue - the greater
of: cost of goods sold or compensation

Important forms

• 1040 Standard tax return form
allows users to itemize deductions
• 1040EZ The most simple tax form;
can only be used by those under 65

Self-employment tax

The maximum amount of net earnings
subject to the social security part of the
self-employment tax for tax years beginning in 2007 has increased to $97,500. All
net earnings of at least $400 are subject to
the Medicare part of the tax.

Important dates

March 15 — Business returns due, last day
to file an extension form
April 15 — Income tax returns due, last
day to file an extension form
Sept. 15 — Business returns due for those
who extended their deadline
Oct. 15 — Income tax return due for those
who extended their deadline

Where to pick up tax forms
To download and print forms, visit
www.irs.gov
U.S. Post Office
14005 McNeil Road • 255-8330

Economic Stimulus
Payments
Beginning in May, the Treasury department will begin sending economic stimulus payments to more than 130 million households. To receive a payment, taxpayers must have a valid Social Security number, $3,000 of annual income and file a
2007 federal tax return. The IRS will take care of the rest.
Eligible taxpayers will receive between $300 to $600 if single or $600 to $1,200 if
married filing jointly. Visit www.irs.gov for more information on filing taxes and
to see examples of how the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 may affect taxpayers of different marital and parental situations.
Social Security or Veterans benefits recipients
Many people who receive Social Security benefits are not required to file a tax
return. But they need to this year to get the stimulus payment. Many can use the
simpler Form 1040A.
Rebate scam alert
Be aware that identity thieves are already pushing scams involving the stimulus
payments. At least one telephone scam is making the rounds using the proposed
rebates as bait.

Round Rock Public Library
216 E. Main Ave. • 218-7005
Pflugerville Community Library
102 S.10th St. • 251-9185
with no dependents and an income under
$50,000
• 1040A Can be used to report other
types of income such as dividend interest
• 4868 Application for automatic

Source: www.irs.gov

extension of time to file; moves due
date back six months
• W-4 Withholding allowance
certificate; determines amount to be
deducted from employee’s paycheck
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Bob Daigh
Austin District Engineer

Texas Department of Transportation
school tax, so I knew that if Cabela’s would come to the
area, that there would be a significant revenue stream
created for the schools in the area, and portions of Hays
County were principally rooftops at that time, similar to
the situation that Pflugerville has historically been in. There
are small details like that most people aren’t aware of.

Q. What is the Central Texas Turnpike System?
A. The offering statement, which was used to secure

Education:

Bachelor of Science degree in civil
engineering, University of Texas at Austin

Contact:

832-7000 or www.txdot.gov

Q. What is one thing you would like people to know
about TxDOT?
A. Most people don’t realize that the Austin district of

TxDOT oversees the federal and state transportation
system for 11 counties. The Austin district does that
through the tireless efforts of about 639 dedicated,
hardworking folks who are working every day to improve
the safety and mobility for the citizens of Central Texas.
Those are the people who are out there during the ice
storms, trying to make it so the ambulance can get to the
hospital. Those are the people, when everyone else is at
home watching TV, who are out there in the middle of
the flood, trying to block off the state road so that no one
gets out there and drowns. Many times, they put their
lives at risk for the benefit of Central Texas. I think that’s
something that most people don’t understand.

Q. What are your responsibilities as the Austin Distict
Engineer at TxDOT?
A. My primary duties are to implement the policies of

the [Texas] Transportation Commission and the TxDOT
administration. I manage the workforce of the Austin district [of TxDOT] and carry out those policies. I also work
with the communities’ elected officials to try to ensure
they understand the policies. I try to develop a work program, which promotes congestion relief, improves safety
and continues to maintain our roads the best we’re able to,
given the meager funding that we have.

Q. What projects are you most proud of?
A. There are different projects for different reasons.

The Central Texas Turnpike project, which is the largest
highway-only construction project that is bond financed in
the country, and one of the largest in the world – to have
been involved with that is obviously a source of pride.
[In 2003 to 2004,] the Cabela’s work that we did on [IH]
35 and our partnership with the City of Buda and Hays
County to help bring Cabela’s to Hays County has a little
bit of special meaning to me because that was the first
business development type of activity or project that I was
involved with. It was not only business, it was safety. It
was the first project during my tenure that the department
stepped forward to engage the local elected officials and
assisted them in securing some economic development
that they were badly wanting. What made that project
special to me was that the mayor of Buda had negotiated
certain tax breaks for Cabela’s but he had not abated the

financing, included the northern extension of Loop 1 from
FM 734 (Parmer Lane) up to SH 45, it was SH 45 from
essentially [US] 183 over to [Toll] 130, and it was SH 130
from IH 35 north of Georgetown down to [US] 183. Those
three elements were all financed together in one package
through bonds sold on Wall Street. That was the largest
highway-owned project.
At the time, it was the biggest bond sale the state had
ever done at about $2.2 billion. It was also the first toll project that really the state had undertaken in modern times.

Q. How was the Central Texas Turnpike project financed?
A. When we financed the Central Texas turnpike

project, the goal was to absolutely maximize the amount
of pavement that we could get on the ground. We
stretched the financing to the limit. To do that, what the
department did was what’s generally called backstopping,
which means we would subsidize the Operations and
Maintenance (O&M) expenses for the project until the
traffic was high enough to collect enough revenues to
where O&M support would no longer be required.
In this financing, the period of O&M support was
anticipated to be well in the 20-plus year range, so that if
you get traffic that is higher than projected, that means
you’re getting more money than you projected. But what
that extra money is first doing is lowering the amount
of support you’re receiving from TxDOT. That’s not how
most roads are financed. That’s not how 183A [Toll] was
financed, and that’s not how we’re going to finance any
of the other toll roads going forward. This was a very
unusual financing because the state felt it was in their
interest to maximize the pavement on the ground to make
the connections that we’re making.

Q. How is the Central Texas Turnpike System different?
A. This was a 100 percent TxDOT deal, that’s what’s

different. When we did this deal, there were three
requirements that we had in the bond indenture. One was
that we do some interchange improvements to [US] 183
and [Toll] 45.The next requirement was that unless we
can’t do it environmentally, we need to construct 183A
[Toll]. The third requirement was unless we can’t do it
environmentally, we construct [Toll] 45 southeast.
So the 183A [Toll} project was basically set aside for the
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority as their first
project. That was a starter kit for the CTRMA. It was environmentally cleared by TxDOT, the counties got together
and formed the CTRMA, and so [the 183A Toll project]
was given to them and TxDOT delivered the seed money.

Q. How is toll road construction traditionally financed?
A. Very few projects, if any in the entire world, can be

financed totally in a traditional manner selling bonds.
That means that you are able to, just from the traffic using
the road, go to Wall Street and convince them that you
would have enough traffic volume that would be willing
to pay a high enough price to allow you to go Wall Street
and borrow enough money to build the project. Generally,
there is always going to need to be some cash involved.
So the amount of cash participation may need to be 75
percent or 50 percent or 20 percent. It will vary for each
project. Likewise the percent of bond financing will vary.
Obviously if you have a project and if you finance that
project you’ve got to pay just like the rent on your house

or your house bill, you’ve got to pay the banker. You’ve
borrowed money and so you’ve got to pay the banker or
they get kind of mad at you.
Borrowing money from Wall Street is no different. You
have a payment to make for the debt. But what you also
have is you have to pay for the operations and you have to
pay for the maintenance. Under normal financing what
you do is the first dollar you get goes towards operations
and maintenance and until you pay for operations and
maintenance, a dollar doesn’t work its way to be available
to pay for the debt service. And that’s how the bond holders generally like it because even if they don’t get paid,
they want that road running and well-maintained or their
asset will depreciate and that hurts their ability to ever get
money.

Q. How does TxDOT prioritize which projects to do next?
A. That is really the decision of Capital Area

Metropolitan Planning Organization. CAMPO is a
federally mandated and created entity. Their principle role
is to develop a coordinated multi-modal transportation
plan for the region. That’s their charge. And they must
develop and approve the list of projects that will go to
construction. That list has to include all projects that
receive a federal dollar, any federal monies, or are deemed
to be regionally significant.

Q. How did TxDOT miscalculate $1.1 billion?
A. We blew it. You have to understand it isn’t one thing.

It is the perfect storm of events. TxDOT has experienced,
principally because of the rise in oil prices, tremendous
inflation. That’s no secret. Everything we do takes large
equipment. We’re using huge amounts of diesel. We have
a very energy intensive construction process. There has
been 100 percent inflation in the last few years. Without
question, that’s part of it.
We also have an aging system. The interstate system is
50 years old. The FM and RM system is maybe 40 years
old. Roads are like the roof of your house. Over time, you
get a little leak, so you put on another layer of shingles.
Then time goes by and you go and put up another layer of
shingles. But you get to a point, after you get that second
or third layer of shingles on, you have to go and scrape
off all the shingles, and replace some plywood, and you
put on a new roof from scratch. Roads are like that. We
can continue to do surface treatments, and band-aid
them and hold them together, but there gets to be a point
in time when you have to just rehabilitate the road. You
gotta scrape it all up and put it all down. We are facing
an enormous maintenance liability. The design life of a
pavement is generally in the 20 or 30 year range. These
roads, many of them, are all approaching that life span,
especially with the accelerated roads and traffic that we’re
seeing.
You have all of this and you have some miscalculations,
or over-projections of federal dollars that are going to
come in. We have increasing costs and increasing need,
and now we’ve over-projected how much federal revenue
is going to come in. We didn’t curtail our spending fast
enough. That’s just how it is. It’s ugly, it’s embarrassing,
but that’s just how it is.
Given all of this backdrop, which is enough, I mean that
is crashing the bus into the wall as it is, but we accelerate
the crashing of the bus with an unfortunate, honest
mistake, where evidently, monies were allocated to pay for
both some projects that have been let [already started],
and also simultaneously allocated for some future builds.
Wow, what an embarrassment. And it took a long time to
find it.

by Jessica Sinn

agape PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER

Agape Pregnancy
Resource Center

Agape board of directors: Mary Hawkins, Dr. Dennis Sundbeck,
Nancy Montgomery, Latanya Miller (office administrator),
Linda Cotton, Buddy Crossley and Jo Markham.

While sitting in the thick of morning
rush hour traffic on RM 620, Jo Markham
scanned the radio for a traffic report and
found herself listening to a discussion
about crisis pregnancy centers for young
mothers. After dropping her children
off at school, she continued to listen and
decided she wanted to volunteer at a local
pregnancy center.
Two hours later, she contacted the
director of the Heidi Group, a non-profit
Round Rock-based pregnancy center, and
asked about how she and her women’s

104 E. Main Ave., Round Rock
248-8200
church group could help. To Markham’s
surprise, the Heidi Group director encouraged her to start her own center.
“When she told us we needed to start
our own pregnancy resource center, we
thought she was crazy,” said Markham,
Agape Pregnancy Resource Center director of development. “We had no money
and no experience running a business.
Just a couple weeks later, she spoke to
our prayer group, and we decided unanimously to start a pregnancy center on faith
alone.”

A year and a half later, Markham
and a few members from First Baptist
Church opened the Agape Pregnancy
Resource Center in downtown Round
Rock. Markham said she and the board
of directors created the center in an effort
to make positive changes to those facing
unplanned pregnancies, and to foster a
sense of God’s love. Markham said she
strives to help young, frightened mothers
feel valuable, loved and cherished, which
is why the Greek word agape, pronounced
ah-GAH-pay, was chosen for the center’s
namesake.
“Agape is a term that means unconditional love,” Markham said. “Many of the
girls who come here feel they don’t deserve
that, so we show them unconditional love,
no matter their background or the choices
they’ve made.”
The center offers free, confidential
pregnancy testing, counseling sessions,
referrals for additional services and “Earn
While You Learn” educational classes.
Expectant mothers can earn “Mommy
Money” after attending each class, which
can be used to purchase new baby clothes
and products. Some of the classes include

financial counseling, infant CPR, GED
preparation and Bible studies.
Markham said women of all faiths are
welcome at the center. Although Agape
is a Christian agency, Markham said attending Bible classes is not mandatory and
everyone is treated with respect.
Those who finish the entire program
will be given special graduation gifts.
“The ‘Earn While You Learn’ program
has been so incredibly successful,”
Markham said. “More than 60 percent
of the girls come back and stick with
us through the program during their
pregnancies.”
When Agape opened four years ago,
Markham said the board of directors had
no idea how fast it would grow. Now, the
center needs to expand to accommodate
more classrooms, ultrasound rooms, counseling centers and children’s play areas.
Markham said a two-story building will
be constructed behind the center. Construction is anticipated to begin in March.
“We have been very blessed with community support and the support from
the city,” Markham said. “They were all
wonderful to us.”

Ways to donate:
• Call 248-8200 or visit www.agapeprc.org.
• Join the Baby Bottle Campaign by picking up a baby bottle at Agape and filling it with
spare change.
• Donate new baby items and new or used maternity clothing.
• Host a baby shower to benefit Agape Pregnancy Resource Center.
• The Donor Giving Tree will soon be a permanent display n the center’s main hallway.
By making a donation, you can have your name or the name of a friend or loved one,
engraved on a leaf.
• Donate new baby items at the World’s Largest Baby Shower, April 11 at Dell Diamond.

Mays St.

non-profit profile
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hospital will soon add 2,800 sq. ft. of exam rooms
and separate entrances for cats and dogs.

4

Pflugerville welcome sign

Pecan Street is often thought of as the gateway
to Pflugerville. The welcome sign at the corner of
Pecan Street and Settlers Valley Drive was built
to help visitors decrease confusion concerning
where Austin ends and Pflugerville begins.

First Baptist Church - The church is scheduled to
open its worship center at 306 South 10th Street
in November.  The 34,000 sq. ft. building will have
a 2,000 seating capacity.

5 Pecan Street Deli - The new location, opening

in the next 30 to 60 days, will seat 100 customers
and include a drive-thru and salad bar.

Business
1

2

Calvary Church - The nondenominational church
purchased the former site of Albertsons in April
2007 and now holds services in the 56,000 sq. ft.
of space. “It was not our ultimate plan [to purchase
a ready-made space], because we are limited by
the look of the building. It was a major desire for
us to purposefully change any outward look from
Albertsons to our church,” Staff Pastor Darren
Brock said. “We didn’t want to be the church in the
Albertsons.”
Baris Pasta & Pizza - The restaurant is in the
process of expanding their seating area. The new
room faces Pecan Street and owners Tony and
Cheryl Bardhi hope to complete the project soon.

3 Central Texas Animal Hospital - The full-service
veterinary clinic offers grooming, boarding and
medical care for pets.  The 3,200 sq. ft. animal

8 Roemer/Haskins L.L.C. - The company is

9
Future Pecan Street Deli

6 Pecan Plaza - Yancey Haussman is still in the

process of leasing. New tenants are Pecan Liquor,
a family-owned liquor store, and Beauty Salon.

planning an L-shaped development between the
CVS Pharmacy and First Texas Bank. The project
will have the same façade as the nearby bank and
orthodontist office. The property facing Pecan
Street will be a two-story self storage space with
a single-story perimeter that will stretch north
600 ft. The frontage of the property that meets
up to Heatherwilde Boulevard will be 20,000 to
25,000 sq. ft. of office condo space. Developer Edd
Haskins said, “All the things we look for, we found
in Pflugerville.” Roemer/Haskins L.L.C. have built
similar models around the nation and in nearby
cities, including Great American Self Storage
on RM 620 that also houses a post office drop
location.
Pecan Street Marketplace - The Weitzman
Group broke ground in August on Pecan Street
Marketplace and the retail center is planned
for completion by the end of April. Confirmed
businesses are Starbucks and Lone Star Kolaches.
The Weitzman Group is also in the process of
negotiating with other service business and
restaurant owners to fill in the remaining spaces.

Future land use
7 Pecan Street Plaza - Pflugerville’s first modern,

multi-use development plans to break ground
this summer. Tentatively, the project includes a
hotel and banquet center, a family health club,
restaurants, cafés, 50,000 sq. ft of retail space and
300,000 sq. ft. of office space.  Cid Galindo, who is
heading the project, will use elements of the new
urbanism trend.

Pecan Street Marketplace
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HISTORical impact

By Pam Stephenson

pflugerville banks

First State Bank circa 1906

When the nation had its banking crisis
in 1933, more than 4,000 banks closed in
two months and Pflugerville felt the affect.
During the Great Depression, Farmers
Bank, the city’s first bank and the only bank
in rural Travis County, closed Jan. 6, 1933.
However, the bank’s founders were able
to provide evidence of sufficient capital to
file for a new charter to re-open.
The next day the bank re-opened as
First State Bank of Pflugerville.
Chartered in 1906, the Farmers Bank’s
original building was a wooden structure.
After burning that same year, a two-story
brick building was built. That building
is still located at the corner of Main and
Railroad streets and is now home to the
Old Prague Market and E.V. Hernandez
Photography.
From 1957 until 1982, John Pfluger of
Pfluger Realty, served in several capacities
at the First State Bank, including president
from 1975 until 1982.
He recalled that the “bank was a community bank that took care of the community.
It was the only thing in town and was there
for the community during the lean years,
the droughts, as well as the good times.”
Pfluger also said the bank “had tremendous growth in the 1970s, growing more
than 30 percent to 35 percent a year.”
In 1957, when Pfluger started at the
bank, he said it had about $330,000 in capital deposits. By 1982, he reported more
than $34 million. Pfluger remembered the
personal service offered to clients.
“I loaned more money without signed
notes than I did with signed notes. We were
blessed with good customers,” he said.
“You know, we didn’t have to have
personalized checks,” said Gladys Pfluger,
whose father, Fritz Pfluger, was one of the
co-founders of the bank.
Personalized checks were unheard of
before the bank went to computers in the
1980s. Instead, they had “counter checks.”
At the time, bank services included
checking and savings accounts, loans
and Certificates of Deposit, often called
CDs. The bank also bought government
bonds, or treasury bills, when requested by
customers.
John Pfluger remembered two bank
robberies during his tenure at the bank.
On one occasion, robbers broke in and
emptied the safe deposit boxes in the
vault. A second incident occurred in the

1960s when a man shot his gun in the
bank and put three employees in the vault.
Fortunately, the vault could be opened
from the inside. Pfluger laughs when he
reported that at the time of the robbery,
officers from the Sheriff ’s Department and
the Highway Patrol were sitting at Lively’s
Café, just behind the bank. The robbers
were never caught.
In the 1960s and 70s, the early days of
the newly incorporated City of Pflugerville, the city was provided free use of an
empty room on the north end of the First
State Bank building for their monthly
meetings. During Trades Day and other
celebrations, guinea hens were thrown off
the roof of the bank. Each hen was worth
$1 to $5 to those who caught them.
From the single bank that served the
small agricultural community, almost a
dozen banks now serve the growing population of Pflugerville.

Bank Timeline
1906 Farmers State Bank chartered by seven families
June Wooden bank structure burns
1906
1907 New two-story brick bank
building constructed
1917 Bank damaged by fire and remodeled
Jan. 6 Farmers Bank closes
1933
Jan. 7 Bank reopens under new charter –
1933 First State Bank of Pflugerville
1973 New building constructed at
Main and First streets
1978 Bank building expanded on east side
1970s Branch bank built on Pecan Street next to
Green and Growing Nursery
1984 Bank was sold to a group out of Beaumont
1980s Branch bank built on Pecan Street near
Heatherwilde Boulevard
1989 Hibernia purchases the bank from the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and
changes the bank’s name
1994 Comerica purchases the bank from
Hibernia
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road test

Editor’s note: This new feature will not only give you some fresh ideas on new cars, but will also give
some attention to car dealerships from all of our markets.

It is not everyday this mom of three gets behind the wheel of a brand-new car, let alone five of them, but
that is just what happened this last month when I was asked to leave my gas guzzling SUV in the driveway
and test drive some of 2008’s most talked-about SUVs from Toyota.

Going Hybrid
Toyota Highlander Hybrid
Price: $33,700 to $39,500
EPA rated MPG: 27/25

Soccer Mom-Mobiles
Lexus RX400h
Price: $41,180-$42,580
EPA rated MPG: 27/24

Going green in the 2008 Toyota Highlander Hybrid
and the Lexus RX400h was the easy part of a two week,
600-plus mile journey along the Texas Triangle. From
Round Rock to Houston to Dallas, my family of five put
just about every gimmick and gadget to the test.
Both vehicles had plenty of get-up-and-go on the highway and were eerily silent in stop-and-go-traffic when the
electric motor took over. Just one tank of gas ($42) took
us about 400 miles.
An unexpected bonus was all of those
environmental
smiles and comments from people
who credited us
with driving a
Toyota Highlander Hybrid
hybrid.
Meanwhile, my husband kept himself entertained with
the on-board navigation systems, and I loved the rear
view camera and even a conversation mirror which convinced my kids that I had eyes in the back of my head.
My magical powers continued with the Highlander’s
SmartKey system, which consists of a start/stop button
and a key fob (a black computer square with buttons), I
kept inside my purse. With no keys, the car sensed my
proximity and unlocked the door as I approached.
I also had a lot of fun with a seat converter which I
easily pulled out of the center console and transformed the
second row of two captain’s chairs into a seat to fit three. It
is there when you need it, and compact when you do not.

• “Quiet Room” is complete with Internet access, leather couches and even
massage chairs!
• The gift shop puts the Lexus emblem on everything from Rolex jewelry to
Longhorn gear.
• Service any Toyota vehicle and receive a complimentary, hand car wash.
• Not kid-friendly yet, but plans include a dedicated children’s area.

.
Stonelake Blvd

Toyota Sequoia
Price: $41,150 - $55,600
EPA rated MPG: 16/13

Once we were home, we went up in price and down in
fuel efficiency in both the 2008 Land Cruiser and Sequoia,
and we loved every mile of it.
I had plenty of room for groceries, gear, kids and all
their friends. The Land Cruiser had a great two-tailgate
system, although I was not crazy about the bulky third
row jump seats, which locked to the side. I was surprised
by the 10 airbags (more than any other new Toyota), 14
speakers and more
cup holders than I
bothered to count.
Amidst all the
luxury, the Land
Cruiser even had
a giant center console that doubled
Rearview camera
as a drink cooler.
The new Sequoia was bit more understated, but very
comfortable and family-friendly. My model had all the
bells and whistles, and of all the cars, this one seemed
to fit my family best. The set-up on the dashboard and
the bulky knobs took some getting used to, and my first
grader had to show me the seat heater was the red dial.
The blue dial was actually fanning a cool breeze through
the seat’s back.
Both vehicles had my favorite “must-haves” with the
rearview cameras and the Smart Key system as an available option. Both also had that “get out of my way look”
and drove more like a truck, which I really liked until I
had to pay for it at the gas pump several times.

Now, if money is a factor and you regularly cart around
five people, give the Scion xB a whirl. It was not a hybrid,
but the little square shape and simple features made it
feel like I was driving something different. It was low to
the ground, which took some getting used to, and the acceleration was great around the neighborhood and on the
highway, although a few 18-wheelers made me nervous.
The Scion was a “get-us-where-we-need-to-go” kind of
car for my family.
It was not big in
the luxury department, but it had an
amazing amount
of room. I finally
found the cup holders in the doors,
Scion xB
and my husband
got me hooked on the short-throw shifter through five
gears which I mastered by week’s end.
All in all, these 2008 SUV’s are equipped with so many
perks, I found it hard to find fault with any of them. It
made it difficult to get back behind the wheel of my old
SUV. But, I’m resourceful. In fact, watch the road. You’ll
know it’s me and my old gas-guzzler when you see an old
video camera duct-taped to the bumper and a green “gohybrid” flag flying from the antennae.
*EPA rated MPGs can be found at www.epa.gov

*Research a vehicle: Cars.com; ConsumerReports.org;
Edmunds.com; kbb.com (Kelly Blue Book)
Round Rock Toyota/Scion

• Close to IH-35 and US 183.
• Internet access and separate showrooms for truck-lovers and sound systementhusiasts.
• Small children’s area, but friendly staff and lots of smiles.

•
•
•
•

• 113 employees
• Community Involvment includes
	U.S. Marine Toys for Tots

• 137 employees
• Community Involvement includes
Walk Like MADD- 5k Walk, Stony Point
High School Project Graduation

Dr.
Fairfield

Showroom is huge and customer-friendly.
Full-service Starbucks coffee bar in the middle of the waiting area.
Plenty of seating, kiosks, Internet access and a great kid’s area.
Customer check-out offers a Toyota brand gift shop.

183

MoPac

ol of Texas Hwy
Capit
183

Scion xB
Price: $15,650 - $16,600
EPA rated MPG: 28/22

www.CharlesMaundToyota.com
458-2222
8400 Research Blvd.• Austin

Charles Maund
Toyota/Scion

eld Dr.
Clearfi
ar
To Lam

Round Rock
Toyota/Scion
FM 3406

www.ToyotaofRoundRock.com
244-6900
2307 N. IH 35• Round Rock

IH-35

www.LexusofAustin.com
343-3400
9910 Stonelake Blvd. • Austin

Lexus of Austin

by Tonya Kerr
Tonya Kerr lives in Round Rock with her
husband and three daughters. She’s a
former TV news anchor and
congressional press secretary.
Contact her at roadtest@impactnews.com

Cool 2B Square

Charles Maund Toyota/Scion

Lexus of Austin

• 140 employees
• Community involvement includes
	Center for Child Protection, the
Rise School of Austin, People's
	Community Clinic

Toyota Land Cruiser
Price: $63,200
EPA rated MPG: 18/12
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Source: Williamson County Parks and Recreation

Cross-country trail
The 3-mile Brushy Creek Regional
Trail is the beginning of a trail system
that could eventually connect Cedar
Park, Round Rock, Hutto and Manor,
according to Williamson County Parks

oo

Georgetown St.

Park Ln.

t Dr.

then towards Round Rock and reach the
Brushy Creek trail, which is designed to
expand to 8 miles. Those grants are no
longer available, but although delayed,
Rodgers said the cities and counties
involved still plan to build the regional
system – just at a slower pace. It will

Old Settlers Park will receive more than $18 million in improvements by December 2009. The
project broke ground Jan. 25 on the initial stage for a girls’ softball complex near CR 122 and
Kiphen Road. This first complex will be completed by fall and include amenities such as lit batting cages and a warming track.
The project was first funded last July, in response to overuse of existing fields and plans to increase the city’s capacity to host competitions. Round Rock promotes amateur athletics through
its Sports Capital of Texas campaign, which is also an economic development effort with the city.
Project summary:
»»Improvements to fields, dugouts and spectator areas of the existing 20-field youth baseball
and softball complexes
»»New practice areas
»»New five-field complex for girls’ softball with concession, hitting area and covered seating
»»Additional parking at Rock ‘N River Family Aquatic Center
»»New restroom and pro-shop at the tennis courts

The rules (not comprehensive)
• Dogs must be licensed and have all
current rabies vaccinations.
• Dogs must be leashed when entering and
leaving the park.
• Dogs must never be left unattended.

• Dog owners are responsible for removing
all waste from the premises.
• Dog owners are recommended to use the
20 by 40 ft. timeout area if their pet shows
signs of aggression.

New outdoor fitness equipment was
unveiled during the Pflugerville Pfitness
Walk and Fitness Zone event Feb. 2, at
Bohls Park and Gilleland Creek Park.
The equipment is similar to what is
found at a gym, including an elliptical,
stair-climber and exercise bikes, but
made sturdy enough for the outdoors by
TriActive America.
The Austin/Travis County Health and
Human Services Department’s Steps to
a Healthier Austin Program funded the
project. Similar equipment is also being
installed in Austin and Manor.

• Dogs under 40 pounds must use the small
dog enclosure.
• Dogs under four months are not allowed.

Elliptical

Other changes at Old Settlers

In an effort to consolidate the numerous baseball leagues in Round Rock, a new organization
that will play at Old Settlers Park is expected to be ready for Fall 2008 league registration.
With the bylaws drafted, the league representatives submitted the name Round Rock Baseball
League to the Texas Secretary of State. Once finalized, the organization will be officially incorporated. Board member elections will take place in March.

Bohls Park

380 Immanuel Road
Equipment: Air walker,
exercise bike, rider, step
& twist, warm-up station
Gilleland Creek Park
700 Railroad Ave
Equipment: Elliptical,
exercise bike, treadmill,
sit-up board

Air Walker
Treadmill

Warm-Up Machine

take several smaller grants, such as
one Round Rock applied for from the
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization to build a downtown trail.
“We’ll work on it piece by piece,” Rodgers said. “Trails are high on the citizen’s
wish-list.”

At the old ball field

Room to roam for man’s best friend
Round Rock Canine Corral, the city’s first dog park and leash-free area,
will open March 29 at the Lake Creek Park by the pool. The nearest similar
facilities are in Georgetown and Austin. The grand opening event will take
place from 10 a.m. to noon at 800 Deerfoot Drive. Pet care vendors will
also be on site.
The 1.5-acre park will include three fenced enclosures with two in
use and one rotating in recovery. A small dog enclosure will
be reserved for pets smaller than 40 pounds. To help with
maintenance, the city is considering organizing a volunteer
group of dog lovers.
For more information, call 218-5540 or visit
www.roundrocktexas.gov.

Dove Haven Dr.

Deer F

Burnet St.

Downtown
Main Ave.

Black St.

Round Rock Canine Corral

and Recreation Department Director
Jim Rodgers.
Plans were in place to use funds from
the Texas Department of Transportation for a trail that would begin at the
North East Metropolitan Park near
Manor, which would go to Hutto and

Rider

Source: The Austin/Travis County Healthv and Human Services Department

Step and Twist

Rendering of future girls’ softball fields
at CR 122 and Kiphen Road. The new
complex will feature lit batting cages and
a warming track.
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Lake Creek Park, 800 Deerfoot Drive

Kinningham Park, 1000 Southcreek Drive

5 Round Rock Skate Park, 1600 Gattis School
Road

4 Rock ‘N’ River Family Aquatic Center, 3300 Palm
Valley Blvd.

3 Micki Krebsbach Pool, 301 Deepwood Drive

2 Lake Creek Pool, 800 Deerfoot Drive

2 Scott B. Mentzer Pool,
901 Old Austin Hutto Road

1 Gilleland Creek Pool, 700 Railroad Ave.

pools

Distance: .4 miles

11 Cambridge Heights-Zola

1 Clay Madsen Rec Center Pool, 1600 Gattis
School Road

Swenson Farms Blvd. Distance: .5 miles

Wells Branch Parkway Distance: 1.4 miles

Pflugerville Parkway Distance: 1 mile

Falcon Pointe Trail Distance: 1.75 miles

Olympic/Heatherwilde Distance: .8 miles

10 Hidden Lake Trail Distance: .5 miles

9

8

7

6

5

Keumpel Trail Distance: 1.1 miles

4

pools & skate park
Rock ‘N’ River Family Aquatic Center

Heritage Loop

Pfluger Park

Pfairways Trail Distance: .75 miles

Settlers Valley Trail Distance: 1.4 miles

Heritage Loop Distance: 3.5 miles, loop
trail that connects Gilleland Creek, Bohls &
Heritage Parks

3

2

1

sin

g

Northeast
Metropolitan
Park

Heritage
Park

Lake Pflugerville

10

Northeast Metropolitan Park, Pecan St.
& Toll 130

E. Main Street Park, 901 E. Main St.

Wuthrich Park, Mountain View Cove

Mountain Creek Park, Ambrose and 10th St.

Falcon Point Park at Mallard Pond, intersection
of Mallard Pond and Kennemer

Bohls Park, 380 Immanuel Road

Creekside Park, Settlers Valley Drive – Creekside
Subdivision

Old Town Park, corner of 2nd St. and Hoopes

Geneva’s Park, 1624 Royal Ascot Drive

Falcon Point at Secluded, intersection of
Secluded Willow and Sunken Creek

Cambridge Heights Park, 17500 Marfa Lights
Trail

Wells Point Park Soccer Complex, 800 S.
Heatherwilde Blvd.

Moose Park, 1218 West Settlers Valley Drive

Heritage Park, 901 Hutto Road

Gilleland Creek Park, 700 Railroad Ave.

Pfluger Park, 515 City Park Road

pflugerville Parks

Pecan Park

L n.

MARCH 2008

Greenlawn Park, 1501 Gattis School Road

Buck Egger Park, 900 South Mays

Clay Madsen Park, 1600 Gattis School Road

round rock parks

13 Greater Lake Creek Trail  Distance: 2 miles

12 Lake Forest Trail Distance: .71 miles

11 Brushy Creek East Trail Distance: 1.28 miles

Southwest Williamson County Park, 3005 CR
175, Leander

Veterans Park, 200 Pecan

Stella Park, 803 Nancy Drive

9 Brushy Creek Trail Distance: .6 miles

10 Dell Way Corridor Distance: 2.12 miles

Somerset Park, 1600 Somerset Drive

Settlement Park, 1401 David Curry Loop

Mesa Village Park, 1403 Georgetown St.

Kensington Park, 1890 Oxford

8 Old Settlers Park Trail Distance: 3.13 miles

.63 miles

7 La Frontera Central Greenbelt Distance:

.85 miles

Jester Farms Park, 2607 Bradley Lane

Greenhill Park, 1825 Nicole Circle

5 Brushy Creek Trail Distance: 5.2 miles

6 Round Rock West Greenbelt Distance:

Frontier Park, 1502 Frontier Trail

Creekmont West Park, 1006 Oakridge Drive

Chisholm Valley Park, 1201 Tray St.

Old Settlers Park, 3300 East Palm Valley Blvd.

Round Rock West Park, 500 Round Rock Ave.

Round Rock Memorial Park, 600 Lee St.

4 Wood Glen Trail Distance: .96 miles

3 Behrens Ranch Trail Distance: 1.53 miles

2

Sam Bass Trails Distance: .29, 1.08 and
.55 miles

Distance: 2.8 miles

1 Southwest Williamson County Regional Park

Pflugerville Trails

el

Brushy Creek Regional Trail

Bohls Park

anu

Meadow Lake Park, 2901 Settlement Drive

Mountain
Creek Park

Rd.
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residential real estate
neighborhoods at a glance

PFLUGERVILLE - 78660

ROUND ROCK - 78664

Blackhawk

Teravista

Neighborhood Amenities

Located near Toll 45 and Toll 130,
Blackhawk homes are minutes away
from the future Stonehill Town Center,
Lake Pflugerville, and new restaurants
and retail center next to Wal-Mart.
Blackhawk neighborhoods offer a
peaceful family atmosphere. While the
neighborhood is still being built out it
offers an array of home plans.

• HOA (The Fairways of Blackhawk by  
Ryland Homes offers a separate HOA)
• Pools
• Hike and bike trails
• Golf course
• Volleyball and tennis courts
• Playscapes and picnic areas

Created by Newland Communities,
Teravista is a master plan community
that offers new homes in Round Rock.
Located at University Boulevard and FM
1460, Teravista provides quick access
to Round Rock Premium Outlet, Seton
Medical Center Williamson, Scott &
White University Medical Campus, and
Texas State University Round Rock
Higher Education Center.

Schools

• Rowe Lane Elementary School
• Murchison Elementary School
• Kelly Lane Middle School
• Hendrickson High School

Sp

eid

el L

Jack

Pool at the Retreat at Teravista

3

n.
ie’s

Ran

ch

Featured Homes

20908 Kearney Hill
Agent: Joetta Houghton
www.joettahoughton.com

$194,999
670-2170

20505 Jackie’s Ranch
Agent: Jason Pickard
www.gehanhomes.com

w
ta Pk

Ce
rv

r.

D
eravista Club

r.

y.

Crestwood
Ln.

ity
ers
niv

d.
Blv

U

4496 Cervina Drive

Agent: Melia Gardner
www.gardnerproperties.yourkwagent.com

Agent: Michael Mojica
www.kimballhillhomes.com

$299,999
970-6158

3 Br./2 Ba.

$289,677
733-2011

4
20608 Buteo

$234,132
644-7740

5

20012 Farm Pond Lane
4 Br./3 Ba.

4 Br./2 Ba.

Agent: Dennis Boriack
www.gehanhomes.com

6
709 Crestwood Lane
5 Br./4 Ba.

Agent: Rick Islas

$349,900
(831)596-6361

7
4210 Green Vista Place

$187,753
784-4938

Neighborhood Amenities

Featured Homes

2

3
3 Br./2 Ba.

6

is
av

D
ia

• Stepping Stone School
• Union Hill Elementary
• Teravista Elementary School, opening
  Fall 2008
• Hopewell Middle School
• Stony Point High School
• Round Rock Higher Education Center

• HOA
• 18-hole golf course
• Residents Club
• Pools
• Fire pit and barbecue areas
• Playscapes
• Greenbelt trails
• Volleyball and tennis courts
• TeravistaTogether.com, Community
Intranet, a virtual forum for community
residents to interact, post classified
ads and read about events and interest
groups.

To IH-35

1
4 Br./2 Ba.

7

Te
r

ut
B

ta Pl.
Green Vis

2

Meadow
Vista Ln.
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m
Far

Kearney Hill

T

.
n. Hawk S
L
d
woop
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4

1

7

Winding
Creek Pl.

Martin

Rowe Ln

130

in

5

Schools

5 Br./4 Ba.

Agent: Nadya Watson
www.nwatson@cbunited.com

$360,000
203-2679

8
1131 Winding Creek
4 Br./2.5 Ba.

Agent: Stacey McComb
www.jsmccomb@kw.com

$258,900
695-1634
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residential and commercial property listings
If you are a broker/realtor, builder
or property owner and would
like to have your residential and/
or commercial properties listed
in our real estate section at no
cost, please send an email to
realestate@impactnews.com
requesting a submission form.
All listings received will be
considered for publication in one
or more editions of Community
Impact Newspaper.

Zip code guide
Round Rock • Pflugerville
78664 (Dell / Gattis School area)
78665 (University / Dell Diamond area)
78681 (Round Rock west of IH 35)
78660 (Pflugerville)
78717 (Brushy Creek area)
Cedar Park • Leander
78613 (Cedar Park)
78641 (Leander)
78717 (Avery Ranch area)
Northwest Austin
78727 (W. Parmer / MoPac)
78729 (Anderson Mill / McNeil)
78750 (Anderson Mill / Balcones)
78758 (MoPac / Braker)
78759 (Great Hills / Arboretum)
Georgetown • Hutto • Taylor
78626 (East Georgetown)
78628 (West Georgetown)
78633 (NW Lake Georgetown area)
78634 (Hutto)
76574 (Taylor)
legend

R - Residential
C - Commercial

austin

Zipcode Subdivision
R 78759 Loop Condos
R 78759	University Hills
R 78717 Avery South

cedar park

Zipcode Subdivision
78613	Cedar Park Town Center
78613 Heritage Park
78613	Carriage Hills
78613	The Ranch @ Cypress Creek
78613 Westside Preserve
78613 Red Oaks

R
R
R
R
R
R

georgetown
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
C	
R
R

Zipcode Subdivision
78626	University Park
78626	University Park
78626 Georgetown Meadows
78628 	Country Club Acres
78628 Village at River Bend
78628 	Turtle Bend
78628 Sun City
78628 Logan Plateau Estates
78628 	Cimarron Hills
78628	Cimarron Hills
78628	Cimarron Hills
78628 	Cimarron Hills
78628 	Cimarron Hills
78628 	Cimarron Hills
78628 Riverfront San Gabriel
78633 Sun City
78683 Sun City

hutto
R
R
R
R
R
R

Zipcode Subdivision
78634 Hutto Parke
78634 Hutto Square
78634 	Country Estates
78634 Hutto Parke
78634 Lakeside Estates
78634 Brushy Creek Meadows

Address
9525 N. Cap. Of TX Hwy, #131
2700 Loyola Lane
15529 Whistling Straits

Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.
2br/2ba
1272
3br /2ba
2230
5br/4ba
3559

Price
Agent
$189,999	N/A
$223,900
Linda Graves
$355,000
Jan Obar

Address
1424 Colorado Bend
2203 Romeo Drive
2003 Parksville Way
1208 Del Roy Drive
2012 Burnie Bishop Place
409 Silent Springs

Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.
4br/2.5ba 1959
3br/2ba	N/A
4br/2.5ba 2480
4br/2.5ba 2762
3br/2ba
2144
4br/2.5ba 3216

Price
$149,900
$155,000
$169,900
$228,000
$239,900
$289,000

Address
Bed/Bath
1409 B Bergin Court
2br/2ba
1405 B Bergin Court
2br/2ba
905 Scenic Meadow Cove
4br/2.5ba
1105 Power Road
3br/2ba
222 Village Drive
3br/2ba
1604 Booty Road
3br / 2ba
500 Dove Hollow
4br / 3.5ba
206 Jaydee Terrace
5br/5.5ba
403 Goodnight Drive
4bd/3.5ba
508 Indigo Lane
4bd/4.5ba
103 Flintridge Trail
4bd/4.5ba
200 Goodnight Drive
4bd/5ba
703 Cimarron Hills Trail West
5bd/4.5ba
104 Spearpoint Cove
5bd/4.5ba
10810 Hwy 29 East	N/A
121 Hampton Circle
2 Br / 2 Ba
104 Whippoorwill
3br/2ba
Address
207 Sylvan
125 Hyltin St.
100 Edison
127 Rinehardt
211 Little Lake
1016 Warbler Cove

Bed/Bath
3br/2ba
3br/2.5ba
3br/2ba
4br/2ba
4br/2ba
3br/2.5ba

Sq. Ft.
1848
1275
2256
1536
1593
1710
3000
5170
3932
3932
5252
5434
4600
5225
12 acres
1397
2175
Sq. Ft.
1707
1901
1685
1882
1955
1836

Agent
Marilyn Kurka
Mary Boatright
Karen McCarty
Lisa Marie Contaldi
Karen McCarty
Jerel Choate

Price
Agent
$139,900
Jann Benton
$139,900
Jann Benton
$165,000	Dhustie Zervakos
$155,000
Linda Graves
$165,000
Jann Benton
$190,000
Sherri Revier
$499,900
Sherri Revier
$825,000
Katherine Reedholm
$1,100,000
Pat Willingham
$1,150,000
Pat Willingham
$1,589,000
Pat Willingham
$1,695,000
Pat Willingham
$1,750,000
Pat Willingham
$1,900,000
Pat Willingham
$180,000	Dhustie Zervakos
$142,000
Sherri Revier
$225,000
Jann Benton
Price
Agent
$132,000	Dhustie Zervakos
$136,000
Kathy Mackenzie
$137,500
Lisa Hunt
$139,900
Lisa Hunt
$148,500
Jerel Choate
$149,900	Dhustie Zervakos

Realtor

Phone
512-825-6207
512-784-3942
512-567-3955

Realtor

Phone
512-250-5600
512-426-1881
512-413-3788
512-784-5111
512-413-3788
512-689-7040

Winkler & Co.
Coldwell Banker United Realtors
Keller Williams

New Home Solutions
RE/MAX Capital City
Keller Williams Realty
Exclusive
Keller Williams Realty
Coldwell Banker United

Realtor
Coldwell Banker United
Coldwell Banker United
Lone Star Brokerage
Coldwell Banker United Realtors
Coldwell Banker United
ERA Colonial Real Estate
ERA Colonial Real Estate
Keller Williams,Realty
Cimarron Hills Realty LLC
Cimarron Hills Realty LLC
Cimarron Hills Realty LLC
Cimarron Hills Realty LLC
Cimarron Hills Realty LLC
Cimarron Hills Realty LLC
Lone Star Brokerage
ERA Colonial Real Estate
Coldwell Banker United

Realtor
Lone Star Brokerage
Winkler & Co.
Re/Max Vision
Re/Max Vision
Coldwell Banker United
Lone Star Brokerage

Phone
512-930-5266
512-930-5266
512-677-1771
512-784-3942
512-930-5266
512-769-6000
512-769-6000
512-964-3010
512-763-1800
512-763-1800
512-763-1800
512-763-1800
512-763-1800
512-763-1800
512-677-1771
512-769-6000
512-930-5266

Note: These zip codes encompass
Community Impact Newspaper’s
current distribution area. Only properties
within these zip codes are listed.

15529 Whistling Straits

$355,000

2203 Romeo Dr., Cedar Park

$155,000

508 Indigo Lane, Georgetown

$1,150,000

121 Hampton Circle

$142,000

Phone
512-677-1771
512-825-6207
512-626-8761
512-626-8761
512-689-7040
512-677-1771
211 Little Lake, Hutto

$148,500
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leander

Zipcode Subdivision
R 78641 Horizon Park
R 78641 Boulders at Crystal Falls

Address
508 Golden Gate
2022 Foothills

Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.
4br/2.5ba 1848
4br/2.5ba	N/A

Price
$149,900
$200,000

Address
3717 Bandise
1612 Whittard Of Chelsea
20608 Buteo
18301 Dry Brook
20908 Kearney Hill
20012 Farm Pond Lane
20505 Jackie’s Ranch

Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.
4br/2.5ba 2281
4br/2.5ba 2228
4br/2ba	N/A
4br/2.5ba 3156
4br/2ba
2363
4br/3ba
3532
3br/2ba	N/A

Price
Agent
$156,900
Marilyn Kurka
$164,900
Marilyn Kurka
$187,753	Dennis Boriack
$1800/mo.	Dhustie Zervakos
$194,999
Joetta Houghton
$299,999
Melia Gardner
$234,132
Jason Pickard

New Home Solutions
New Home Solutions
Gehan Homes
Lone Star Brokerage
Keller Williams
Gardener Properties
Gehan Homes

pflugerville
Zipcode
78660
78660
78660
78660
78660
78660
78660

R
R
R
R
R
R
R

Subdivision
Hidden Lake
Brookfield estates
Black Hawk
Villages of Hidden Lake
Black Hawk
Black Hawk
Black Hawk

round rock

Realtor

Phone
512-250-5600
512-426-1881

New Home Solutions
RE/MAX Capital City

Realtor

Phone
512-250-5600
512-250-5600
512-784-4938
512-677-1771
512-670-2170
512-970-6158
512-644-7740

Address
Bed/Bath
1913 Oakview Drive
4br/2.5ba
4217 Pasada Lane
3br/2ba
908 E. Main
2 lots
1002 Longmeadow
3br /2ba
1807 Logan Drive
3br/2.5ba
3300 Forest Creek Dr., Unit 9
2br/2.5ba
1508 Emperor Court
3br/2ba
3300 Forest Creek Dr., Unit 16 2br/2.5ba
1329 Quail Ravine
4br/2.5ba
4496 Cervina Drive
3br/2ba
1131 Winding Creek
4br/2ba
4210 Green Vista Place
5br/4ba
709 Crestwood Lane
5br/4ba
3809 Trevino
5br/4 ba
503 E Palm Valley Blvd.	N/A
3201 Crossley Crossing	N/A
1154 Rusk Road	N/A
3240 Crossley Crossing	N/A
1220 Kenneys Way
3br/2ba
1504 Bamfield Cove
5br/3.5ba
2631 Collingwood Drive
6 br/5ba

Sq. Ft.
2461
2459
11,200
1176
2031
1193
1990
1436
1900
2107
2707
4850
4570
4665
38,000
1 acre
2 acres
4.96 acres
1719
3707
4688

Price
Agent
$189,999	Owner
$259,000
Jeannette Morrison
$62,500
Jan Obar
$99,000
Linda Graves
$154,900	Elaine Hebert
$180,000 	Christy Gessler
$184,990	Dhustie Zervakos
$189,500 	Christy Gessler
$199,999	Elain Hebert
$289,677
Michael Mojica
$258,900
Stacey McComb
$360,000	Nadya Watson
$349,900
Rick Islas
$559,900
J. Rene’ Ward
$190/sf	Dhustie Zervakos
$217,800
Jerel Choate
$457,000
Jerel Choate
$1,143,450
Jerel Choate
$1200/mo.	Tera Stubblefield
$355,000
Angie Moore
$632,880	Courtney Kirk

n/a
Keller Williams Realty
Keller Williams
Coldwell Banker United Realtors
Century 21 Westbank Summit
RE/MAX Capital City
Lone Star Brokerage
RE/MAX Capital City
Century 21 Westbank Summit
Kimball Hill Homes
Keller Williams
Coldwell Banker United
Private Owner
Best Agents In Texas
Lone Star Brokerage
Coldwell Banker United
Coldwell Banker United
Coldwell Banker United
Lone Star Brokerage
ERA Colonial
Century 21 HS & Assoc

Subdivision
Address
Bed/Bath
C	 76574		CR 422	N/A

Sq. Ft.
136 Acres

Price
$625,000

ERA Colonial Real Estate

R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
C	
C	
C	
C	
R
R
R

Zipcode Subdivision
78681 Woods
78681 Sendero Springs
78664	Nelson
78664 Mesa Park
78664	Turtle Creek
78664 Forest Creek Condos
78664 Springbrook Centre
78664 Forest Creek Condos
78664 Forest Creek Estates
78664	Teravista
78664	Teravista
78664	Teravista
78664	Teravista
78664 Forest Creek
78664 Heritage Center
78664 Round Rock Ranch
78664 Round Rock Ranch
78664 Round Rock Ranch
78665 Pioneer Crossing
78665 Lake Forest
78665 Lake Forest

Agent
Marilyn Kurka
Mary Boatright

taylor

Agent
Sherri Revier

35

Realtor

Realtor

Phone
512-825-6207
512-233-9775
512-567-3955
512-784-3942
512-784-2696
512-657-5092
512-677-1771
512-657-5092
512-784-2696
512-733-2011
512-695-1634
512-203-2679
831-596-6361
512-388-3313
512-677-1771
512-689-7040
512-689-7040
512-689-7040
512-947-9720
512-297-5534
512-496-2718
Phone
512-769-6000

2022 Foothills, Leander

$200,000

1913 Oakview Dr.

$189,999

3300 Forest Creek Dr., Unit 9

$180,000

1329 Quail Ravine

$199,999

Market Data Round Rock and Pflugerville MLS area
On the market (Jan. 1 - 31)
No. of homes for sale
Price range
Round Rock Pflugerville
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 million +

11
128
206
328
174
81
27
3
2

Change in average selling price
during last year

Round Rock

+$8,026

4
96
189
141
10
1
1
1

Avg. days on market
Round Rock Pflugerville
79
52
49
61
78
80
106
21
134

18
45
57
88
66
320
363
34

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Round Rock

-28

Monthly home sales
No. of sales
Month
Round Rock Pflugerville
Jan. 2008
Jan. 2007
Dec. 2007
Nov. 2007
Oct. 2007
Sept. 2007
August 2007
July 2007
June 2007

Key Statistics

166
194
162
174
224
226
266
276
314

Change in average selling price
during last year

Pflugerville

Data provided by Nason Hengst (nasonh@remax.net)

-$3,174

87
103
114
123
103
117
147
153
140

Average price
Round Rock Pflugerville
$214,696
$206,670
$208,534
$219,722
$206,065
$216,674
$222,665
$217,475
$210,943

$163,322
$166,496
$171,896
$165,788
$160,258
$172,531
$166,232
$165,213
$167,297

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Pflugerville

-16

36
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commercial real estate

properties in the round rock and pflugerville area

1

601 Louis Henna Blvd. • RR

2

4,382 sq.ft.
$24 sq. ft.(annual)
Agent: Jorge Rangal
477-2221

101 Pecan St. • Pf

3

NWC Hwy 79 and Mays • RR
1,200 - 22,920 sq. ft.
$16 - $32 per sq. ft.(annual) + NNN
Agent: Ryder Jeanes
482-0094

1,845 sq. ft.
$295,000
Agent: Brent Campbell
255-3000

4

15300 FM 1825 • Pf
2,582 sq. ft.
$1.45 per sq. ft.(annual) + NNN
Agent: Darren Quick
255-3000

es
A.W. Grim

5
3

7

620

1

79

130

45

1

5

1402 N. IH-35 • RR
6,050 sq. ft.
$13.66 per sq. ft.(annual) + NNN
Agent: Darren Quick
255-3000

6

106 W. Pecan St. • Pf
2,560 sq. ft.
$3,200 (monthly)
Agent: John Pfluger
251-4439

7

1,500 - 4,000 sq. ft.
$5.88 per sq. ft.(annual) + NNN
Agent: Matt Epple
482-0094

685

6

1108 - 1208 N. IH - 35 • RR
4

Pecan St.

2

Note: These properties encompass Community
Impact Newspaper’s current distribution in Round
Rock and Pflugerville.

If you are a broker/realtor, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost,
please send an email to realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of
Community Impact Newspaper.

