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The president of the West Houston
Association discusses how improved
transportation will affect Cy-Fair
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Managed lanes proposal
approved for Hwy. 290
By Marie Leonard

One of the first steps involving a proposed $1.3 billion project to install managed lanes on Hwy. 290 from Loop 610 to
the Grand Parkway is complete.
An initial agreement for the project
was approved in late April between Harris County and the Texas Department of
Transportation. The two entities approved
the memorandum of understanding to
work together on three Houston-area highways, including Hwy. 290 and the Grand
Parkway, the latter of which will be a toll
road.
“Improved transportation will fit hand
and glove with the growth we are experiencing,” said Jack Cagle, Precinct 4 commissioner. “If we were not able to secure

the memorandum of understanding with
TxDOT for the expansion of 290 and the
Grand Parkway, the congestion that we are
experiencing in the region would have hindered our growth.”
The project
The proposed project calls for building a
two or three-lane reversible managed lane
facility for high occupancy vehicles and
toll traffic, and includes the addition of one
general lane in both directions.
“Houston’s introduction to managed
lanes began in April 2009 when the Katy
Managed Lanes opened,” said Eric Hanson,
media relations coordinator for the Harris County Toll Road Authority. “Managed
lanes combine two types of roadways—high

Retail rising:

Several new or expanded shopping centers will be complete later
this year to serve the growing population in Cypress.
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H-E-B: Opening by the end of the year at
Mason Road and Hwy. 290. The new store
will be about 100,000 square feet, which
is comparable to the Hwy. 290 and Barker
Cypress store.

2

Cypress Towne Center expansion: Michael’s,
Charming Charlie and James Avery will open
this summer at Spring Cypress Road and
Hwy. 290.

3

Old Towne Cypress Village: The new strip
center at Spring Cypress Road and Hwy. 290
will include Supercuts, Vision Master and
Pacific Dental Services.
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2012 Connected
An all-encompassing guide to
Northwest Houston, Connected
features information on the area’s
retail, dining, park and school facilities
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TxDOT to rehabilitate Hempstead Road as alternate route

Managed lanes on the Katy Freeway west of downtown combine high occupany vehicle and toll lanes.

occupancy vehicle lanes and toll roads—
to more flexibly meet the needs of a wide
range of commuters, from mass transit and
HOV riders to single occupancy vehicles.”
Several projects have been proposed in

the past several years to address the traffic
congestion on Hwy. 290 and to construct
a corridor capable of handling the 250,000
cars that travel the freeway daily, said
See Toll | 15

County expects growth spurt to continue
Cypress booms as
country’s other suburbs
remain stagnant
By Marie Leonard

More than 75 percent of the
growth in Harris County took
place in unincorporated areas
between 2000 and 2010, according to a 2011 Harris County population study. By 2018, the population in unincorporated areas is
expected to rise to more than two
million, which would surpass the
city of Houston.
“I think [the growth] is a good
combination of the schools, the
option of master-planned communities with lots of amenities
and the value for what you’re

purchasing here for a house,”
said Jim Mulholland, owner of
Mulholland Realty. “In places
like Katy, The Woodlands and
Sugar Land, home prices are a lot
higher. Cypress gives you the best
of those three worlds.”
Unincorporated growth
Roads and tollways are being
built, strip centers are expanding and several subdivisions are
under construction in Cypress—
all more than 30 miles from the
core of Houston.
From 2000 to 2010, Harris
County’s population outside Beltway 8—which includes mostly
unincorporated areas—grew by
40 percent, from 1.5 million to
about 2 million, according to the

Bridgeland | 8
Changes are coming to Bridgeland’s first
village center

Locatelli’s Pizza | 21
The Cypress eatery serves up a variety
of specialty pizzas

county’s 2011 population study.
In addition, two of the three fastest growing areas in the county in
the past decade include Cy-Fair,
according to the study.
U.S. Census Bureau data
released in April suggests that
nationally the outer suburban
areas grew faster in 2000 than the
urban areas. However, by 2010
they were the slowest growing.
That is not the case in Cypress,
as more than 250,000 new residents moved into the Cy-Fair ISD
boundaries from 2000 to 2010,
according to census data.
“When you spend $200,000 in
Cypress, you’ll get a much larger
home than you would in Katy or
Sugar Land,” said Kathy Jones,
See Growth | 17

impactnews.com
Cy-Fair ISD trustees approve
2012–13 budget
During the May board meeting, trustees
approved the 2012–13 budget
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COOL VIEWS 365 Days a Year

There’s always something
spectacular to see at Towne Lake.
From sunrises to sunsets, boats to floats,
swimmers to skiers...it’s all here at the lake
every day of year.

Annual 4th of July Fireworks
Wednesday, July 4th at Dusk

TowneLakeTexas.com
281.256.2772
Homes from the $200s
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I recently quizzed my
husband Alan, “Have you
heard about the blackberry
place off Cypress Church
Road and Mueschke?” As
I filled him in on Blackberries of Houston, one of our business profiles this issue, Alan confessed his vision
was a sleek store full of handheld mobile
devices. Funny. I had to qualify blackberries as the kind you eat.
His mindset was not surprising, as
we may forget there is still farmland in
Cypress because of the frenzy of new construction that is happening off Hwy. 290. In
our cover story this month, we talk about
the continued boom of the Cypress region,
along with details on the new businesses
coming to the area.
Alan’s retail vision was not off the mark
as we are definitely seeing the fruits of
growth in commercial real estate. Take a
drive down any corridor and you will find
signs for businesses coming soon and now
open. Or, you can plan a trip around the
corner to the 7.5-acre blackberry farm.

For those of you who may not know, we
are in official countdown mode. I am not
referring to the number of days left in the
school year until summer break. I am talking about remaining early voting days for
the primary election. The Cypress Top Park
voting location on Hempstead Highway
near Spring Cypress Road is a good choice
and rarely crowded. You have until May 25
to vote early, and Election Day is May 29.
I am thankful to be a part of a great team
at Community Impact Newspaper, which is
committed to delivering relevant news and
information to this area. We love hearing
from you—give us your feedback and share
what you want to know about.

Reader feedback

Connect Online

Grand Parkway construction

“I want you to know that you are the best source I’ve found
for information on roads. The articles and the graphics are
great. I think that being from NYC is the reason I keep an eye
out for all construction and road improvements. I’ve been
watching the Grand Parkway for almost 19 years thinking it
would have crossed Champion Forest Drive by now but at
least it appears inevitable now.”
—Stuart L.

kray@impactnews.com

On the town
Unbeatable burgers

Ranging from a snakebite
burger to the Mega Mel
burger, a list of top 10
spots for burgers in the
greater North Houston
area.

impactnews.com/houston-metro/on-the-town
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Bridgeland’s village center,
Jersey Village Crossing
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Election Guide
Recent Highlights
Education
Standards-based grading

Check out the new and improved
impactnews.com
Easily browse or search news articles from your
community or across the state.
Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community
news and information.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or
participating in online polls.

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com
Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_nwh

Wine Fair Cy-Fair

The Cy-Fair Houston
Chamber of Commerce
hosted the inaugural event
outside Cypress Village
Station.
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Learn about upcoming events with the community
calendar.
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Now Open

2 Young Brothers Tae Kwon Do opened

bilia • Furniture
Memora

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Antiques & Uniques | Designer Consignments
Estate Sales | Appraisals
Home Staging & Design Services | Auctions
Priority Shopping (appt. only)
International Buying & Personal Shopping
Call to set up an appointment

In-store auctions
have begun!

290

713-409-7944

16518 House & Hahl Rd.
Fry Rd.

House and
Hahl Rd.

Mound Rd.

Cypress, TX 77433

timelessconsign@gmail.com

TimelessConsignments.com
Friend us on facebook for latest auctions & tent sales

Jersey
Village
Map not to scale

10

1 BODYanew MedSpa opened in April
at 22444 Hwy. 249. The medical spa offers
services such as hair reduction, tattoo
removal, skin resurfacing and hydrofacials.
281-251-5520, www.bodyanewmedspa.com
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a new location in Black Horse Ranch at
13203 Fry Road, Ste. 900. The facility
offers programs for all ages that cover
topics ranging from self-defense to various
Taekwondo techniques. 281-256-2345,
www.ybtaekwondo.com

3 Check ‘N Go opened in April at 12111
Jones Road. The business provides loans,
check cashing and financial planning
advice. 281-970-6642, www.checkngo.com
4 Panda Express opened in early May

at 26230 Hwy. 290. The fast-food Chinese
restaurant serves varied dishes with
chicken, beef and shrimp.
www.pandaexpress.com

5 Furniture, artwork, collectibles and
antiques are a few of the items that can be
found at Timeless Consignments, which
opened in April at 16518 House Hahl
Road, Ste. G. 713-409-7944,
www.timelessconsignments.com
6 Clothing boutique My Simply Chic
opened its second location May 16 at
11703 Spring Cypress Road, Ste. B. The
store sells women’s and children’s clothes,
shoes and accessories. mysimplychic.
mybigcommerce.com
7 Golden Nails Spa is now open at 8245
Mills Road, Ste. C, inside Lighthouse
Plaza. The salon offers manicure, pedicure
and facial services. 832-912-1050
8 Dorje Desserts is now open at 17807

Lakecrest View Drive. Owner Sheetal
Ratna makes custom cakes, desserts and
pastries. She specializes in wedding and
birthday cakes. 832-573-7356,
www.dorjedesserts.com

9 Rooster’s, a new family sports grill
that combines food and golf in Fairfield,
will have a soft opening the weekend of
May 19–20. Located at 20011 Cypresswood
Drive, the business features a full bar,
driving range and food items that range
from pork chops to hamburgers.
www.facebook.com/RoostersCypress
10 Subway restaurant is now open at
17129 FM 529. The store offers six-or
12-inch sandwiches with meats such
as turkey, ham, roast beef, chicken and
tuna. Customers may also pick their own
toppings. www.subway.com

Coming Soon
11 A 100,000-square-foot H-E-B is under
construction at Mason Road and Hwy.
290 in Fairfield. Expected to be complete
by the end of the year, the size of the store
is comparable to the Barker Cypress and
Hwy. 290 location. www.heb.com
12 Mexican restaurant Mamacita’s is
expected to open its third Houston-area

impactnews.com • May 2012 | NEWS | 5

Compiled by Marie Leonard

location this summer at the corner of Hwy.
6 and Hwy. 290. The restaurant serves
items such as tacos, ceviche and burritos.
Mamacita’s also has numerous lunch
specials and adult beverages.
www.mamacitasmexicanrestaurant.com

13 The Reserve at Jones Road apartment
complex is under construction at the
corner of Tall Timbers Drive and Jones
Road. The project is expected to be finished
by the end of the year.
www.mekconstruction.trustab.org

17 The Harris County Hospital District

plans to open a new pediatric health center
May 29 at 12340 Jones Road. The facility
will provide services such as primary care,
psychiatry, weight management and basic
health care services. 713-873-5240,
www.hchdonline.com

18 T&C Donuts is under construction
at Lighthouse Plaza, which is located at
the 8245 Mills Road, Ste. D. The store will
serve breakfast items ranging from donuts
to kolaches to cinnamon rolls.
19 Freddy’s Frozen Custard and
Steakburgers is opening its first Houston
location this summer at 15518 FM 529.
The restaurant sells hamburgers, hot dogs
and patty melts, along with chocolate and
vanilla frozen custard. Visitors can ask
for a variety of toppings in the custard,
ranging from peanuts to cheesecake.
www.freddysusa.com
20 China Sea Hibachi Sushi Fresh Buffet
will open early this summer at 18736 Hwy.
249.

Relocations
21 A Touch of Class Teacher Supply
relocated in mid-April to 11734 Barker
Cypress Road from 8910 Barker Cypress
Road. The store sells school and teacher
supplies such as classroom decorations,
furniture, games and workbooks.
281-256-6886, www.ateachersupply.com

Cy-Fair Pet Clinic relocated to 12020 FM 1960 W. in early May. Dr. Vickie Lawrence has owned her own
business for more than 20 years and treats dogs and cats.

22 After more than 20 years at its
previous location, Cy-Fair Pet Clinic
moved in early May to 12020 FM 1960
W. from 9539 Jones Road. Dr. Vickie
Lawrence sees dogs and cats. 281-955-7200

CONSULTATION!

Insurance Claims
Estate Planning
Car and Truck Accidents
On-the-Job Injuries
Wrongful Death Claims
Injuries to Minors

Closings
23 The Daily Brew, a coffee shop, closed
one of its two Cy-Fair locations at 11688
Barker Cypress Road, Ste. A2 in April.
The shop serves coffee, espresso, frappes,
smoothies and frozen tea.
www.mydailybrew.com

Marie Leonard

16 Berri Swirl will open in June at 18351
Hwy. 249, Ste. G. The store will sell a
variety of frozen yogurt.

23

20
Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburgers is
under construction near the corner of Hwy. 6 and
FM 529.

In the News
24 Located at 7979 N. Eldridge Parkway,
Trader’s Village launched a new
entertainment area May 12. The section
includes several new rides including an
Egyptian-themed pendulum, a 28-foot-tall
tower that moves up and down and a train
for children. 281-890-5500,
www.tradersvillage.com

School Notes:
Cy-Fair ISD received $100,000 for
winning the H-E-B Excellence in
Education award May 6. The district was
selected as the winner from a pool of five
large school districts across the state.
Additionally, Hamilton Elementary School
principal Catherine Bartlett was chosen
as the statewide winner of the Principal
Award, for which she received $10,000 and
$25,000 for Hamilton Elementary. The
H-E-B Excellence in Education awards
began 10 years ago as a way to support
public education throughout Texas.
Four Cy-Fair ISD high schools were
ranked in the 2012 U.S. News and World
Report Best High Schools rankings, which

GREGG S.
HARRISON
ATTORNEY AT LAW
P.L.L.C

CALL:
832.797.7600
Principal office in Cypress, Texas

Courtesy Cy-Fair ISD

15 A Shell station is under construction
at the corner of Queenston Blvd. and
Tuckerton Road, inside the community of
Stone Gate. The gas station will also have
room for fast food space, and is expected to
open this summer. www.shell.com

FREE
IMMEDIATE

Marie Leonard

14 The Salons at RockCreek are under
construction at 14914 Spring Cypress
Road. Owners Nick and Jackie Alfano will
offer beauty, facial, spray tan and massage
services at the salon, which will have a
variety of different room sizes. The facility
is expected to open by late summer.
281-732-9235

Cy-Fair ISD administrators accept H-E-B’s top
Excellence in Education award in early May.

were released in early May. Cypress Woods
High School, Langham Creek High School
and Cy-Fair High Schools were ranked
85, 111 and 141 in the state of Texas,
respectively. Cypress-Ridge High School
earned a bronze medal in the national
rankings, which are determined by student
performance, college-level achievement
and the least-advantaged students’
performance.
News or questions about Northwest Houston?
E-mail nwhnews@impactnews.com.

GREGGHARRISON.COM

6 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Houston Edition

June 8, 9, 10 at Unity Park
19450 Unity Park Drive. Magnolia, 77355

Fest includes 3-day attractions of DockDogs, TEXAS BUBBLE BUMPERS, Volleyball
and Horseshoe Competition, 18' water slides, inflatables, games, vendors & food!
FRIDAY NIGHT
Love Bug coloring contest;
outdoor movie, “Herbie
the Love Bug”

SATURDAY

Little Ms. & Mr. Bug Costume
Contest, Charlie Lucas Band,
fireworks show, DunVille Band

SUNDAY

Trail ride, Cowboy Church,
Praise & Worship Bands and
Truth Riders skateboard contest

Friday 3pm-midnight
Love Bug coloring contest; outdoor movie, “Herbie the Love Bug” movie begins at dark
Saturday 10am-midnight
Little Ms. & Mr. Bug Costume Contest at 11 a.m., Pre-K–2nd can compete
Charlie Lucas Band, fireworks show, DunVille Band
6:30pm – Charlie Lucas • 9:00pm – Fireworks
9:15pm – DunVille Band
Sunday 11am-4pm
7:45 am –Trail ride leaves Magnolia Cowboy Church
10 am – Cowboy church
11am – 4pm- BBQ and praise and worship bands

For daily activities & details visit www.magnoliacommunityfoundation.org

Kids will be Kids.
Trust Your Neighborhood

NO WAIT

Emergency Rooms
When an emergency interrupts your summer plans, trust your
local North Cypress Emergency Room. We offer state-of-the-art
emergency medical services 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week now at three locations.
We also provide a full range of outpatient lab and
radiology services – close to home. No one cares
for you like we do, so why go anywhere else?

Main Campus

Willowbrook

Fry Road

Hwy 290 at
Huffmeister
832.912.3500

Hwy 249 at
Spring Cypress
281.320.8500

Hwy 290 at
Fry Road
281.949.5100

www.NCMC-Hospital.com | www.NorthCypressER.com
North Cypress Medical Center Is A Doctor Owned, Patient Centered Healthcare Institution.
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CALENDAR

May

for local businesses and one for members of
the Chili Appreciation Society International.
In addition to chili competitions, a margarita
pouring contest takes place. Live music is
provided by Mike Stroup and the Acoustic
Crackerjacks. Proceeds to support local
veterans organizations. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Free.
Tomball Historic Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm St.,
Tomball. 281-351-5485. www.ci.tomball.tx.us

19 Young Inventor’s Showcase
The 24th annual event features inventions
from Houston-area children in kindergarten
through eighth grade. Past inventions include
oatmeal coolers, a hand-cranked iPod charger
and a football slingshot. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free.
Children’s Museum of Houston, 1500 Binz,
Houston. 713-522-1138. www.cmhouston.org

Guests dedicate a light to a loved one
and launch it on Memorial Day in one of
the master-planned community’s lakes.
Refreshments and music also take place
during the event. Free. 7:30 p.m. Towne Lake
Community Center, 9214 W. Bridgeport Pass
Circle, Cypress. 281-256-2772.
www.townelaketexas.com

Woodlands
Memorial Day in The Woodlands features
fireworks, live music, vendors, strolling
performers and more each night at Waterway
Square from 6–9 p.m. On May 26, events
include a face painter and balloonist, 6–9
p.m., performance by Sheila Marshall Band,
6–7:20 p.m., performance by Rapture,
7:40–8:55 p.m., and fireworks, 8:55 p.m. On
May 27, events include a face painter and
balloonist, 6–9 p.m., performance by 11th
Hour, 6–7:20 p.m., performance by Park
Avenue, 7:40–8:55 p.m., and fireworks, 8:55
p.m. Free. 31 Waterway Square Place, The
Woodlands. www.thewoodlandscvb.com

June
2–3 Free Press Summer Fest
Houston’s own two-day music festival, this
year’s line-up includes a variety of artists
ranging from Willie Nelson to the Flaming Lips
to the Descendents. This year’s festival also
features art on display and numerous vendors.
$75. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. Eleanor Tinsley Park,
500 Allen Parkway, Houston.
www.freepresssummerfest.com

25–June 10 “The Fantasticks”
Houston Family Arts Center performs the
musical “The Fantasticks” that focuses on
two fathers who want to give their children a
chance to find true love. The show originally
debuted in New York City in 1960. 8 p.m.
(Friday and Saturdays) 3 p.m. (Sundays).
$12–$16. Houston Family Arts Center, 10760
Grant Road, Houston. 281-685-6374.
www.houstonfac.com

26 Mud Run Houston
Participants can choose from a 5K course
with 18 obstacles or a 10K course with more
than 30 obstacles at the third annual event.
All day. $60 (before May 23) $75 (after race
day). Sam Houston Race Park, 7575 N. Sam
Houston Parkway W., Houston.
www.theoriginalmudrun.com/HOUSpring

26 Memorial Day Weekend Chili

Challenge
Forty chili cooks from across Texas compete
in Tomball’s first chili cook-off. The event
features competitions in two divisions—one

Guests at a previous year’s Comicpalooza event in Houston display their comic books.

May 25–27
By Marie Leonard
The annual pop culture convention features guests, events and exhibitors from the comic,
science fiction, fantasy, video game, music and film realms.
This year’s events range from a Jedi Training Seminar to a Houston Roller Derby
demonstration to ghost hunting. Admission is purchased separately for the Jedi Training, but
participants are taught by “Star Wars” stunt coordinator Nick Gillard. There are several ghost
hunting sessions, which go over the equipment, techniques and basic questions. Additionally,
the Houston Roller Derby hosts a comic book-themed tournament, races and contest.
Numerous writers, artists, actors and entertainers attend the third annual event. A few of this
year’s notable guests include George Takei from “Star Trek”, Kevin Sorbo from “Hercules”
and Kristin Bauer from “True Blood.”
Staying true to its name, the event also features access to comics and games.
Times vary. $12-$150 (prices vary depending on days attended and adult versus child
admission). George R. Brown Convention Center, 1001 Avenida De Las Americas, Houston.
www.comicpalooza.com

Courtesy Food and Vine Time Productions

Directed by Manny Cafeo, Playhouse 1960
performs “Chicago” four different weekends
this summer. The musical takes place in 1920s
Chicago and centers around the criminal
justice department. 8 p.m. $18 (adult), $15
(senior citizens and students), 6814 Gant
Road, Ste. 116, Houston. 281-539-5749.
www.ph1960.com

Worth the drive

Courtesy Dan Price

28 Towne Lake Lantern Launch

26–27 Memorial Day in The

25–June 16 “Chicago”

Comicpalooza

4–9 LSC–CyFair Summer Children’s
9 Wine and Food Week
The fifth annual Wine and Food Week returns
to The Woodlands with four days of events
including the H-E-B Wine Walk June 7 at
Market Street (5:30–8:30 p.m.); the Ladies
of the Vine Tasting, Panel and Luncheon
June 8 at the Club at Carlton Woods (noon–3
p.m.; Sips, Suds and Sliders June 8 at The
Woodlands Waterway Marriott (5:30–9:30
p.m.); the Capital One Bank Platinum Wine
Vault Tasting June 9 at The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott (4:30–6:30 p.m.); and
the Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting and
Chef Showcase June 9 at The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott (7–10 p.m.). Prices vary.
713-557-5732. www.wineandfoodweek.com

Performance
A performance of “Stuart Little” geared toward
children is performed at Lone Star College–
CyFair. Based on the book, the play tells the
story of a mouse that grows up with a New
York City family. 10 a.m. (Mon.–Fri.) Noon
(Sat.). $5. LSC–CyFair, 9191 Barker Cypress
Road, Cypress. 281-290-5201.
www.lonestar.edu/box-office-ticket-info.htm

11 Backyard Grill Bash Golf

Tournament
Players compete in the hole in one, long
drive and closest to the pin contests, or they
may sponsor a hole or donate raffle items.
Entry includes access to the tournament, a
cart, range balls, lunch, dinner, door prizes
and goodie bags. Proceeds from the annual
event go to local nonprofit Cy-Hope. 1 p.m.

$120. Jersey Meadow Golf Course, 8502 Rio
Grande, Jersey Village. 713-896-0900.
www.thebackyardgrill.com

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Northwest Houston events at
www.impactnews.com/nwh-calendar.
For a full list of Northwest Houston events visit
www.impactnews.com/houston-metro/calendar.
To have Northwest Houston events considered for the print
edition, they must be submitted online by the fifth of the
month.

Sponsored by

.com

For A Great Deal on A Kia

BMKIA.12045.fourthbanner.impact.may.indd 1

5/10/2012 3:40:53 PM
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News Updates

A sign stands in front of the site where Bridgeland’s first village center will be built.

Plans change for Bridgeland’s first village center

Project growth around Jersey Village Crossing
The Jersey Village Crossing transit-oriented development will be constructed in several phases, the first of
which is expected to be complete by 2019, if developer interest pans out. The remaining phases are expected
to be complete by about 2035. The Houston-Galveston Area Council took into account census data to project
future growth in the area around the TOD as work on the project progresses.

Expected growth around
Jersey Village Crossing:
Number of residential units
2019: 378
2035: 546
Total forecasted population
2019: 892
2035: 1,288

Office uses
2019: 188,000 2035: 128,000

}

d.

Forecast service employees
2019: 2,075
2035: 1,425

290

Sources: City of Jersey Village, Gulf Coast Rail District 2012 Conceptual Engineering Study for Hempstead Corridor Commuter Rail

CyFairChamber.com

Buffaloe Floor Covering, Inc.
16522 House & Hahl Rd., Ste. C
Cypress, TX 77433

First Choice Coffee Services
3423 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. W, #300

Houston, TX 77086

sR

Retail/restaurant/entertainment (in sq. ft.)
2019: 345,000 2035: 237,000

Transit-oriented
development zone

290

ne

be residential development. We were told
there would be lofts above the stores, but
were never told about apartments.”
To be sure other residents in Bridgeland
knew, the group wrote numerous letters
and placed fliers on everyone’s door. They
also created a Facebook page called “Stop
Bridgeland BIG House,” in which they
shared information about the proposed
mixed-use center.
“[Lakeland Heights] is about front
porches and knowing your neighbors,”
Barclay said. “It’s a lifestyle and traditional
neighborhood development that they were
selling. We were sold on the fact there
would be a great center out front with boutiques and ice cream shops.”
The Lakeland Heights Village Center
will continue to be mixed-use development, featuring a combination of town
homes for sale, retail, office and medical
space, Vreeland-Wendt said.
“We are reassessing the plan, and we
don’t know when there will be a rendering,” she said.
When complete, Bridgeland will have
several village centers and a larger town
center.

issues and possibilities came together
right there at Jones and 290.”
Over the course of a year and a half,
city leaders and council members worked
with Kimley–Horn and Associates to
develop a master plan for the area south
of Hwy. 290 and Jones Road. Last May,
City Council voted to change the zoning
regulations in the area south of Hwy. 290
to include form-based codes, which allow
for a different type of style and development.
Although the idea for the transit-oriented development started because of the
potential for commuter rail, the project is
feasible without it.
“We came to the conclusion that it still
works whether we have commuter rail or
not, whatever the 290 traffic situation is,
or whether METRO comes in with light
rail,” Castro said.
In addition, there has been more traffic
than anticipated on Jones Road, Castro
said.
“We’re patiently waiting for the
environment to change and affect the
willingness of builders to build in quality
areas,” he said.

Jo

Residents of Lakeland Heights in the
master-planned community of Bridgeland
will continue to wait for construction to
start on the Lakeland Village Center. After
residents complained about an aspect
of the project, the developers decided to
rework the idea.
As of last summer, plans for the mixeduse center included nine apartment
buildings, retail and restaurant space. Now,
the apartments will be relocated outside
Lakeland Heights.
“A site for the apartments hasn’t been
identified yet, but it will most likely be
south of future Bridgeland Creek Parkway,” said Susan Vreeland-Wendt, director
of marketing for The Woodlands Development Company, the developer of Bridgeland.
Although the addition of apartments
within Bridgeland has always been part of
the community’s conceptual plan, Gaye
Barclay and a group of her neighbors felt
blindsided when they found out.
“We had a meeting with the developer,
and they implied we knew [about the
apartments] all along,” Barclay said. “They
said the sign out front said there would

The idea that a commuter rail line
could run alongside Hwy. 290 garnered
support for a future transit-oriented
development in Jersey Village, but there
has been a challenge in drawing developer interest.
“Lenders are not as free with their
money as they might have been five or
seven years ago,” said Mike Castro, city
manager. “Someone who might have
come in here and developed the property
is having a hard time finding cash, and
that’s beyond the city’s control. We’re in
a position where we have a plan, but we
have to be patient.”
The idea for Jersey Village Crossing
originated about four years ago when
Castro attended a presentation on the
feasibility of commuter rail lines in
Houston. Several routes were studied, but
the Hwy. 290 corridor out to Hempstead
was one of the final choices.
“Looking at 290, it made sense to me
that there was a possibility for something other than your typical Northwest
Houston strip center or business center,”
Castro said. “We had a lot going on in
Jersey Village at the time, and all those

Wright Rd.

Marie Leonard
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Compiled by Marie Leonard

Jersey Village to wait for developer interest south of Hwy. 290

Barker
Cypress Rd.

290

In previous issues or online, we reported on the following stories.
Here is an update on what has happened since then.

281.373.1390

Reach Unlimited, Inc.
11832 Mueller Cemetery Road
Cypress, TX 77429

RED BOWL Mongolian Stir-Fry
12312 Barker Cypress Road, #1000

Cypress, TX 77429

Tailgating Sports Grille
9607 FM 1960 West
Houston, TX 77070

Timeless Consignments, LLC
16518 House & Hahl, Ste. G
Cypress, TX 77433
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FM 529
•
•
•
•

Runs from Fry to Greenhouse roads
Completed by August 2012
There will be five lanes in total
Also includes continuous left turn lane, concrete and curb gutters

Hurricane Proof
Your Trees!

A Professional Tree Care Company

Jones Road Tree Service LLC excels in arboriculture and we treat our clients and their
trees with integrity, care and dignity. We provide professional tree services for residential,
commercial and municipal needs.
Our services include: Tree Trimming • Tree Pruning • Tree Removal • Tree Healthcare
Stump Grinding • Emergency Service • Tree Preservation • Certified Arborist • Fully Insured
Workers’ Compensation Insurance
Member of: Better Business Bureau • Tree Care Industry • Cy Fair Chamber of Commerce
International Society of Arborulture

Let us give you the smile you’ve always wanted.
• Highly Skilled, Advanced
Dentistry for the Entire Family
• Friendly, Dedicated and
Caring team
• Relaxing Sedation
Dentistry Available
• Missing Tooth Replacements
that Work
• Restoring and Enhancing the
Natural Beauty of Your Smile

A Personal Message

Maybe you’re embarrassed about your
teeth. Maybe you think your teeth are
so bad that having a smile you really like
can’t happen for you.
Or maybe you’re just looking for a
dental office that you feel good about.
Please come see us. We have helped
many people who felt just like you and
they found new hope with us. Just
because you haven’t succeeded doesn’t
mean you can’t.
- Dr Lori Logan

SELECTED AS TOP DENTISTS 2012
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS.

No Pressure Evaluations-Financing Available-Insurance Filed

CALL TODAY!
281.256.6866
11808 BARKER CYPRESS RD, STE. G • CYPRESS

W W W. L O R I L O G A N D D S . C O M

CALL FOR A

FREE TREE INSPECTION

281-469-0458
(Cell) 281-703-5729

(Office)

GO TO WWW.JONESROADTREESERVICE.COM FOR YOUR SPRING DISCOUNT

Greenhouse Rd.

The First Thing They
Notice Is Your Smile

By August, a portion of FM 529 from Greenhouse to Fry roads will have five lanes in each direction.

C re

area, and many of them use Longenbaugh,
Cecala said.
“We are getting an abundance of people
out in Katy that take 529 all the way out to
290, now they run into that traffic so they
cut over at Fry or whatever cross streets to
Longenbaugh,” he said. “This creates a big
problem for the Copperfield and Copper
Lakes communities.”
County statistics suggest that Longenbaugh has increased traffic flow to the
point that it has surpassed that of West
Road.
“This is something that the Copperfield
residents are just going to have to endure
until the project is complete,” Cecala said.
“Once it is complete, all of the traffic that
was originally on 529 will go back to 529
and the people that were going down
Longenbaugh from Fry Road may actually decide to take 529, which should move
traffic a lot quicker than Longenbaugh ever
would.”
Additionally, the businesses on FM
529 that have seen a drop off in customers will welcome the added traffic, Cecala
explained.
“Once that construction is complete, not
only will they get back the original amount
of traffic, but I think it will increase
because people will prefer to drive down
529 instead of Longenbaugh,” he said.

ven
Ha

A road-widening project that began in
August 2010 and runs through August of
this year was designed to reduce congestion and improve safety along FM 529
from Greenhouse Road to west of Fry
Road.
The two-phase Texas Department of
Transportation project will cost $8.9
million. It will provide additional lanes,
a continuous left turn lane, a curb and
gutters with an underground storm sewer
and sound abatement walls. Initially two
lanes, upon completion the stretch of FM
529 will have an additional lane in each
direction for a total of five lanes.
The project is in the second phase, which
consists of work on the westbound lanes,
the continuous left turn lane and the
sound walls.
However, during construction, a new
traffic problem that affects residents of
Copperfield popped up.
“Since the onset of construction on 529,
all of the traffic has veered off 529 and has
moved west to Longenbaugh [Drive],” said
Anthony Cecala, president of the Copperfield Coalition. “The traffic on Longenbaugh more than doubled, and that’s one
of the main roads through Copperfield.”
There are more than 70,000 people in
the various subdivisions that live in the

Fr y
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By Kevin Koloian

Kevin Koloian

Portion of FM 529 to be five lanes
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2012 ELECTION COVERAGE

Primary Election

Each political party holds a primary election to determine who should represent their party in the general election. This applies to local, state and federal office.
During presidential elections, the winners of primary elections receive delegates that, once accumulated, help clinch a nomination to the general election.

Republican

Democrat
Presidential candidates

Presidential candidates

Ron Paul
ronpaul2012.com
855-886-9779

Charles “Buddy” Roemer
buddyroemer
603-782-4812

Mitt Romney
mittromney.com
857-288-3500

Barack Obama*
barackobama.com
312-698-3670

Republican

U.S. Senate

Glenn Addison
www.glennaddison.com
Doc Joe Agris

Roland Sledge
www.rolandsledge.com
512-433-6170

Texas House, District 126
Patricia Harless*
www.patriciaharless.com

Tammy Blair
www.blairfortexas.com
tammy@blairfortexas.com

Texas Railroad
Commissioner (Unexpired)

Texas House, District 130

Texas Senate, District 4

Al Lee
www.alleetx.com
friends@alleetx.com

Ted Cruz
www.tedcruz.org
512-637-8777

Elizabeth Murray-Kolb
emk515@yahoo.com

Ben Gambini
bgamb10574@aol.com
Craig James
www.texansforcraigjames.com
Tom Leppert
www.tomleppert.com
214-965-9600
Lela Pittenger
www.lelaforsenate.com

U. S. House, District 2
Ted Poe*
www.tedpoe.com
281-358-8866

U.S. House, District 8

Greg Parker
www.parkerfortexas.com
830-221-5220
Barry Smitherman*
www.smithermantx.com
512-660-7789

Texas Supreme Court,
Place 2

Steve Smith
www.smithforsupremecourt.com
512-301-4097
Don Willett*
www.donwillett.com
512-474-8000

Texas Supreme Court,
Place 4

John Devine
www.devineforsupremecourt.com
David Medina*
512-463-1312

Kevin Brady*
www.kevinbrady.house.gov
202-225-4901

Joe Pool Jr.
www.joepooljr.com
512-894-4300

Larry Youngblood
www.larryyoungblood4congress.com
936-855-2786

Texas Supreme Court,
Place 6

U.S. House, District 10
Michael McCaul*
www.michaelmccaul.com
512-431-2525
Eddie Traylor
http://traylor.groooh.com
888-634-8884

Allen Fletcher*
www.allenfletcher.net
281-373-5454

Texas House, District 132

Bill Callegari*
www.billcallegari.com
281-371-2330

Randy Brown
www.electrandybrown.com
281-734-2790

Texas House, District 135
Gary Elkins*
832-912-8380
gary.elkins@house.state.tx.us

Texas House, District 150

Tommy Williams*
www.texansfortommy.com
info@texansfortommy.com
281-364-9426
Michael Galloway
www.electgalloway.com
281-364-7225

Texas Senate, District 7
Dan Patrick*
www.danpatrick.org
832-390-0107

Texas Senate, District 7

Addie Dainell Allen
www.addiedallenforussenate2012.com

Texas Senate, District 15

Paul Sadler
www.sadlerforsenate.com
512-914-4391

U. S. House, District 2
Jim Dougherty
713-521-9826

U.S. House, District 8

Sam “Tejas” Texas
samtexas@hotmail.com

John Whitmire*
www.whitmire.senate.state.tx.us
713-864-8701

Board of Education,
District 6
Patty Quintana-Nilsson
www.pattyfortexas.com
patty@pattyfortexas.com

Tawana Cadien
409-553-9381

David Scott
www.davidscottfortexas.com
davidscottfortx@gmail.com

William Miller Jr.
512-251-9166

Board of Education,
District 8

James Wilson
www.wilsonfortexas.com
wilsonfortexas150@gmail.com
713-550-3482

Board of Education,
District 8

Barbara Cargill*
www.barbaracargill.com
281-465-8095
sboecargill@sbcglobal.net
Linda Ellis
www.votelindaellis.com
votelindaellis@gmail.com
238-300-7564

Rick Soliz

Texas Railroad
Commissioner

Dexter Smith
www.dextersmith4sboe.com

Dale Henry
512-564-1448

Texas Supreme Court,
Place 6
Michele Petty
www.michelepetty.com

Nathan Hecht*
www.justicenathanhecht.com
512-482-8511

Frequently asked questions

Texas House, District 3

Q. What is the primary election?
A. This election is held before the general

A. Not necessarily. The number of voters is

Q. Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot?
A. You may request a ballot by mail if you will

Texas Railroad Commissioners do not
actually regulate the state’s railroad system
and instead oversee the oil and natural gas
industries, pipeline transporters, natural gas
and hazardous liquid pipeline industry, natural
gas utilities, the liquefied petroleum industry
and coal and uranium surface mining.

Q. Can I vote for Libertarian candidates?
A. No. The Libertarian Party does not have a

District Attorneys are responsible for
prosecuting those who commit felony
offenses in district court. They also represent
the public and individual victims of crimes
through the local justice system.

Bob Bagley
www.texansforbob.com
936-523-0223

election. Voters of each party nominate
candidates for office, party officers, etc.

Beryl Burgess
956-463-3916

Troy Bonin
www.troybonin.org
boninforstaterep@gmail.com
713-936-3636

the primary election by voting Democrat or
Republican, but cannot vote in both. Independent
candidates are not included on the Texas primary
ballot. Once a voter participates in the primary
election, he or she is designated a member of
the party for which he or she voted for the next
two years and is ineligible to participate in the
opposing party’s primary election.

Christi Craddick
www.christidraddick.com
512-271-4782

Sean Hubbard
www.hubbardforsenate.com
214-660-5524

U.S. House, District 10

Q. Can I vote in both the Republican and

Joe Cotten

Paul Morgan

Board of Education,
District 6

Bill Walker

Donna Bahorich
www.donnafortexas.com
832-303-9091

Robert Nichols*
www.nicholsforsenate.com
903-586-1200

Texas House, District 135

Grady Yarbrough

Traci Jensen
www.jensen4stateboard.com
tracijensen@jensen4stateboard.com

Debbie Riddle*
www.debbieriddle.org
281-537-5252

Texas Senate, District 3

U.S. Senate

Neil Burns
www.neilburnsforcongress.com
281-802-6332

Cecil Bell Jr.
www.cecilbelljr.org
832-948-4326

Warren Chisum
www.chisumfortexas.com

John Wolfe
johnwolfefor
america.com
866-266-1172

Texas Senate, District 15

Texas Railroad
Commissioner

Becky Berger
www.beckybergerfortexas.com

Darcy Richardson
darcy2012.com

Democrat

Curt Cleaver
www.curtcleaver.com
682-231-1872

David Dewhurst
www.daviddewhurst.com
512-682-1082

Bob Ely
workmorekeepless.com
415-483-WORK

Texas House, District 15
Rob Eissler*
www.robeissler.com
281-363-3322

Steve Toth
www.stevetothfortexas.com

Democratic primaries?

A. No. In Texas, voters can participate in

Q. Will I vote at the same polling location
for the March primary and the November
election?

What do they do?
typically lower for the primary election so the
elections office consolidates precincts to vote at
fewer polling locations.

be out of the country on Election Day and during
early voting, if you are sick or disabled, or if you
are 65 years old or older on Election Day.

primary election. The party holds a convention to
choose its candidates.

Q. How is the order of candidates on the

ballot chosen?

A. The candidate order is determined by a
random drawing.

Political party chairs at the county level are
responsible for much of the groundwork that
takes place each election season. They assist
with primary elections, organize voter drive
campaigns, work with party candidates and
recruit volunteers and precinct chairs.
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State Election dates for 2012
* Incumbent

Until May 25: Early in-person
voting period

July 23–27: Early in-person
voting period for runoff election

May 29: Primary election

July 31: Runoff election

Republican
Harris County
Constable, Precinct 5

Constable, Precinct 4

Ron Hickman*
ronhickman.com
281-731-4756

Dale Bible
dalebible.com
281-773-5745

Robert Lozano
lozanoforconstable.com
832-663-2820

Commissioner, Precinct 3
Harris County Precinct 3

Rolf Nelson
rolfnelsonforconstable.com
713-878-8329

Lindsay Siriko
sirikoforconstable.com
281-796-1941

Phil Camus*
constablecamus.com
832-776-1361

Al Florido
electalflorido.com
713-517-6051

Robert Van Pelt
votevanpelt.com
713-396-2850

Harris County Precinct 4

Commissioner, Precinct 4

45
249

290

59

HOUSTON
SAM

290

6

Steve Radack*
713-465-8000

Republican Party Chair
Jared Woodfill*
www.jaredwoodfill.org
713-751-3080

Paul Simpson
www.simpsonforgopchair.com
713-667-6028

Sheriff

Guy Clark
www.guyclarkforsheriff.com
832-858-2222
Paul Day
www.pauldayforsheriff.com
713-320-7377
Louis Guthrie
www.louisguthrie.com
campaign@louisguthrie.com
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HOUSTON
SAM

Harold Heuszel
www.haroldheuszelforsheriff.com
281-743-7738
Daniel J. Lemkuil
www.lemkuilforsheriff.com
713-993-9100
Ruben Monzon
www.rubenmonzon.com
713-367-1690
Carl Pittman
www.carlforsheriff.com
281-849-1336
Brian Steinocher
www.brian4sheriff.com
713-594-3994

Jack Cagle*
commissionerjackcagle.com
713-838-8553

Buck Buchanan
buckbuchanan2012.com
281-221-6237

Democrat
Harris County

District Attorney
Pat Lykos
www.patlykos.com
info@patlykos.com

Commissioner, Precinct 3

Commissioner, Precinct 4

A. Robert Hassan
arhassan.com
832-788-3273

Sean Hammerle
seanhammerle.com
832-691-0816

Mike Anderson
www.andersonda.com
281-310-1201

County Attorney

Leslie Johnson
www.electlesliejohnson.com
832-506-5198
Robert Talton
www.roberttaltonforcountyattorney.
com
713-944-4005

Tax Assessor-Collector
Don Sumners*
www.donsumners.com
713-857-0236

Democrat Party Chair
Lane Lewis*
www.lanelewis.com
713-802-0085

Keryl Douglas
www.keryldouglascampaign.com
877-633-6095

Sheriff

Adrian Garcia*
www.adriangarcia.com
campaign@adriangarcia.com

Early voting anywhere
Voters can vote at any early polling location. For Harris County polling
locations, www.harrisvotes.com.

Robert M. Cadena
robertmcadena.com
713-703-9515

Voter registration
Voters must be registered 30 days before an election. To register
in Harris County, visit www.hctax.net/voter/voterintro.aspx or call
713-274-8683.

Glorice McPherson

Delores Ann Jones
713-995-1122
Charles El Massey
www.charles4sheriff.blogspot.com
713-502-0612

District Attorney
Zack Fertitta
www.zackforda.com
713-492-3557

Dave Wilson
713-202-7983

County Attorney

Vince Ryan*
www.votevinceryan.com
713-942-5816

Tax Assessor-Collector
Ann Harris Bennett
713-224-6774

Lloyd Wayne Oliver
713-237-9389

Acceptable Voter IDs
Voter Registration Certificate, driver’s license, other ID with both photo
and name, birth certificate, U.S. citizenship papers, U.S. passport or
any other form of ID prescribed by the Secretary of State

Although Community Impact Newspaper attempted to include all races pertinent to Northwest Houston residents, this guide is not intended to be comprehensive. For full lists of races and candidates, visit www.harrisvotes.com.
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Lone Star College–CyFair President Audre Levy cuts a ribbon April 24 during a ceremony celebrating
an electric vehicle donation and installation of several solar panels on campus.

Courtesy Cy-Fair ISD

On April 28, the Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of Commerce hosted the inaugural Wine Fair Cy-Fair in
partnership with Food and Vine Time Productions. The event took place at Cypress Village Station and
featured various types of food and wine samples.

Marie Leonard

Marie Leonard

Recent highlights

A family that was awarded a Habitat for Humanity
home is recognized at the organization’s Tool Box
Bash April 28.

Marie Leonard

Marie Leonard

Courtesy Habitat for Humanity

From left to right, Brooke Abshire, Mark Williamson, Brent Abshire and Holden Abshire celebrate the
initial $14,000 raised for the Rona Martin Abshire Memorial Scholarship, to be awarded to a student.

A firefighter from the Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire
Department teaches a child how to use a hose
during Nature Fest in Bridgeland April 28.

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle
Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

Conventional & Government Loans
ans
Refinance Debt Consolidation

M E N T I O N T H I S A D TO R E C E I V E
Expires 6-15-12

832-865-6065

OFFICE:
CELLULAR:
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com
WEB: www.cntmtg.com

25250 Northwest Freeway Ste. 260, Cypress, TX 77429
TX Broker License #75191

next step?
Houston Northwest

7979 Willow Chase Boulevard • Houston, Texas 77070

Then take it with us!

1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE
832-220-1480

Everything. Right Where You Need It.

Are you ready for the

Cypress Owned and Operated

Broker & Bank
Purchases

Visitors to Nature Fest April 28 watch as one of the live demonstrations—a butterfly in a bubble—
makes its way across Oak Meadow Park in Bridgeland. The annual event features live shows, camel
rides, face painting, a rock wall and paddleboat rides.

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction
2010

Tami LaCoe Channel

President

Does your bride’s list include a beautiful ballroom; have a
professional handle all of my wedding needs, and provide
accommodations for my out of town guests at special group rates?
The Hilton Garden Inn Houston Northwest is the perfect answer to
check off all of these details from your list. Let us do all the work!

Liberty Brady, 832-912-3109 or liberty.brady@hilton.com
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EDUCATION

Cy-Fair ISD implements new way
of grading at several campuses
By Marie Leonard

Several secondary campuses within
Cy-Fair ISD are working with standardsbased grading, a newer form of instruction
that involves mastery of specific learning
objectives.
“It’s a new talk in the classroom, and it’s
definitely a different talk, but from what
we’re hearing from students and faculty,
students have a better understanding
of what the standard is and how they’re
doing,” said Roy Garcia, associate superintendent for curriculum, instruction and
school administration.
Under a traditional grading approach,
if a student earns a score of 80 percent on
a quiz about fractions, the reasons for the
20-point deduction are not made clear.
With standards-based grading, there are
several levels of proficiency—ranging
from beginner to advanced—that give the
student an idea as to what areas need more
attention. Before a teacher begins to work
with a student on a standard, the levels are
identified, which might remove some of
the subjectivity in grading.
“One might argue there is a difference
in grading a math problem and an English
essay, so there is still some subjectivity in

grading those open-ended responses,” said
Mary Jadloski, assistant superintendent for
secondary curriculum and instruction.
A student’s grade point average should
not be affected if they take a course that
utilizes standards-based grading as
opposed to a traditional course. Students
also retain the same traditional six-week
grading period.
“All this does is give the students a
clearer target as to what they know, what
they don’t know and some ways to show
they learned more, or to show a higher
level of proficiency,” Jadloski said.
Even though more high schools have
implemented standards-based grading
than middle or elementary campuses,
the process works for any grade, level or
subject area. Additionally, the system could
help students better prepare for statewide
standardized grading.
“A strong knowledge of how a student is
progressing along the continuum of learning concepts is good and will help a student
do well on STAAR exams, SAT, ACT and
all other assessments,” Jadloski said.
Standards-based grading will not be
mandated at any of the campuses, she
added.

we aree com
committeed to serving our
community
com
nity annd our militaryy
Crossing of America

Standards-based grading facts
The method:
Standards-based grading gives students a better sense of what they know, what they do
not know and what they need to know to improve
The method can be applied at any grade level and in most subject areas
Students are assessed before starting a new standard, based on what he or she may
know or what they bring to the table in terms of prior knowledge
Cy-Fair ISD is on the path to standards-based grading at one middle school and six high
schools, which have various numbers of teams of teachers using the grading method

Grading:
Each student’s performance is measured against the learning objective or standard;
students are not compared to one another
Grades are based on a continuum of understanding that include beginner, partially
proficient, proficient and advanced proficient
Students know what they know about reducing fractions or adding fractions with unlike
denominators, instead of what grade they earned on a fraction test
Grades do not include evidence of work ethic such as lateness, missing assignments
or absences

Implementation:
Standards-based grading is not a requirement at any CFISD campus
Before teachers work with a student on a standard, they have identified the appropriate
levels of achievement for each standard
Mary Jadloski, assistant superintendent for secondary curriculum and instruction,
said standards-based grading is a philosophical mindset change for teachers, and not
something that can be mandated
Source: Cy-Fair ISD

SPECIAL PRICING–TOWNE LAKE’S NEW LUXURY PATIO HOME GATED COMMUNITY
•
•
•
•
•

Luxury Patio Homes starting from $375’s on 65’x125’ lots
2,500 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. living area
20 Choice Lots including 8 lake lots
Age 55 or better, Active Adult Community
ty
Special introductory upgrade concessions
ns

Tour our two model
homes today!

Wheelers for the Wounded

Recently presented Cy-Hope with a check for $30,000 to assist CFISD at risk and economically challenged students thru sponsorships of students in dual credit programs, scholarships and mentoring.

Proud to support local schools, food and toy drives, area teams, and member of the
Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of Commerce.

832.912.2500 • WWW.NORTHWESTDODGE.COM
19616 NORTHWEST FWY, HOUSTON

19215 San Solomon Springs Court, Cypress, Texas 77433
74333
281.373.5300 | marion_harborgates@att.net
www.jaegerhomesinc.com | www.goshyhomes.com
m
(Take Barker Cypress South from Hwy. 290. Right on Tuckerton Rd. into Towne
Tow
wne
Lake. Follow signs to Harbor Gates at the Heritage.)

www.TowneLakeTexas.com
Prices are subject to change without notice. Builder reserves thee right to modify floor plans, elevations, and
i are artist’s
i ’ conception.
i SSquare ffootages andd
standard features without notice. Floor plans and exterior renderings
dimensions are approximate, and may vary by elevation. See your sales counselor for details.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct public meetings regarding
proposed improvements to SH 6/FM 1960 from IH 10 to SH 249. The purpose of the
meeting is to gather public input on the proposed construction of raised medians along
SH 6/FM 1960 from IH 10 to SH 249. The project improvements are proposed to meet
current safety standards. No additional right-of-way would be required for the proposed
project, and no displacements would be necessary.
Due to the length of the project, approximately 15 miles, two public meetings will be
held at two different locations. The same information will be presented at both meetings. The first meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 29, 2012, at Campbell Middle
School, which is located at 11415 Bobcat Road in Houston, Texas 77064. The second
meeting will be held on Thursday, May 31, 2012, at Kahla Middle School, which is
located at 16212 West Little York in Houston, Texas 77084. Both meetings will be held
in an open house format from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Exhibits showing aerial photography and schematic plans of the proposed project will
be displayed at the meeting. Representatives from TxDOT and their study team will be
available to answer individual questions. Public comments are encouraged. The schematic plan showing the proposed design is on fi le and available for inspection at the
TxDOT Houston District Office at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. The
TxDOT office is open Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding
state holidays.
If this makes you cringe, imagine what a few inches of floodwater could do.

Don’t risk your home, call me for flood insurance today.

Persons interested in attending the public meeting who have special communication or
accommodation needs are encouraged to contact TxDOT’s Public Information Offi ce at
713-802-5072 at least two working days prior to the meeting. Since the public meeting
will be conducted in English, any requests for language interpreters or other special
communication needs should also be made at least two working days prior to the public
meeting. TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs.
All interested persons are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments
relative to the proposed project may be presented at the meeting or submitted to the
Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386,
Houston, Texas 77251-1386, at any time on or before June 14, 2012. Comments may
also be emailed on or before June 14, 2012 to HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov.
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Kirkwood
Kirkwood

i-10: Managed lanes example

Dairy
DairyAshford
Ashford

Comment at impactnews.com

Managed
Managed Lanes
Lanes MaP
MaP

Welcome to the new and improved Katy Freeway. Combined with the recent freeway expansion, the
new Katy Managed
Lanesinmean
more
options
forKaty
everyone.
managed
lanes
include
lanes the
lanes—first
introduced
Houston
three
years
ago—combine
hightheoccupancy
vehicle
Welcome
to
the new
and
improved
Freeway.These
Combined
with
recent
freewaytwo
expansion,

ElEdlrdidrigdegeDairy Ashford

Funding issues
The state, along with the Houston–
Galveston Area Council, will provide $213
million in Proposition 12 bonds—monies
set aside to address highway congestion—
to construct the project, and about $433
million from the Unified Transportation
Program. Harris County agreed to pay
$400 million, but it will request a credit for
its investment of approximately $80 million for advanced funding for Segment E of
the Grand Parkway.
Since tax dollars are used primarily for
neighborhood roads, the county is moving
toward a user-pay model for several projects in which it uses tolls to help finance
major thoroughfares, Cagle said. A slightly
different project in the area, the county is
trying to move forward to develop Hwy.
249 as a toll road, as opposed to the managed lanes concept on Hwy. 290.
“Seven or eight years ago, people in Tomball were opposed to a toll road going into
their area,” Cagle said. “Then they built
three feeder lanes. What we now see is the
citizens are sitting there in three lanes of
heavy traffic. They look to the left where
a toll road could be and they say, ‘I would
rather pay that $1.30 so I can fly by instead
of sitting and spending money on gas.’”

MANAGED
MANAGED
LANES
LANES

Eldridge

Karen Othon, TxDOT’s Hwy. 290 public
information officer.
“It has always been TxDOT’s plan to
rebuild 290 from [Loop] 610 to FM 2920,”
she said. “This is a monumental step
toward us making progress and advancing
the vision of the 290 Program.”
A portion of the other improvements
planned for Hwy. 290 are in progress or
will begin this summer, but before the proposed managed lanes project, there was no
funding for any construction west of Beltway 8. The two remaining segments from
the Grand Parkway to FM 2920 remain
unfunded, Othon said.
“With state and federal funding for
transportation becoming more limited,
local communities have had to find ways to
stretch their dollars,” Hanson said.
As part of the agreement, Harris County
waived its rights to construct the Hempstead Toll Road, which would have run
parallel to Hwy. 290, a similar concept
to that of the Hardy Toll Road near I-45.
Instead, TxDOT will rehabilitate Old
Hempstead Road from east of Washington
Avenue to west of Beltway 8 with an asphalt
overlay,
10so the thoroughfare can serve as an
alternate route during the managed lanes
installation process.
No design work has been completed for
the proposed managed lanes project, but it
could look similar to the managed lanes on

Managed
MANAGED
LANES:Lanes
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in Houston
MANAGED
MANAGEDLANES
LANESMAP
MAP

Continued from | 1

I-10, west of downtown.
Construction on the project could start
early next year, but is expected to take
about four years, Othon said.

MANAGED LANES MAP

Toll

impactnews.com • May 2012 | NEWS | 15
KATY FREEWAY
KATY FREEWAY

Fu
G tu r
Pa rand e
rk w
ay

MANAGED LANES MAP

KATY FREEWAY

MANAGED
LANES

DriviNG ProGrESS
DriviNG ProGrESS

KatyManagedLanes.org
KatyManagedLanes.org

610
DriviNG ProGrESS

KatyManagedLanes.org

Source: Harris County Toll Road Authority

N. Post Oak

Silber

Antoine

Rock
ey
imn
Ch

Bunker Hill

Gessner

Wilcrest

Kirkwood

Dairy Ashford

16 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Houston Edition

Woman

TIME TO

Up!

Sp

rin

gC

yp

re

ss

Rd

.

Be a strong
woman inside
and out — and help
prevent breast cancer.

281.897.3121

BEING A STRONG WOMAN means taking charge of your3
health, and early detection is one of the most powerful tools
.
in fighting breast cancer. Schedule an appointment today
with
Rd
Fry
Cypress Fairbanks Women’s Imaging Center to take the one
picture that could save your life — a mammogram.
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Visit our THREE
CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
in northwest Houston.
Jones Rd.

FREEGift Offer!

FM

N Fallbrook Dr.

N Eldridge Pkwy.

Experience a higher standard of breast care:
• Advanced digital mammography
• Radiologists available for same-day results and consultations
• Supportive, caring staff
• No primary physician referral required
• Online registration available
• Saturday and evening appointments available
• Comfortable, spa-like environment tailored to meet
the needs of women

www.CyFairWomensImaging.com

Women’s Imaging Center at Cy-Fair Hospital
West Rd.

11307 FM 1960 West, Suite 340
Houston, Texas 77065

Women’s Imaging Center at Barker Cypress
9110 Barker Cypress
Cypress, Texas 77433

Cy-Fair Emergency and Imaging Center
27126 Highway 290, Suite 200
Cypress, Texas 77433

We want to celebrate your decision to be strong and face
your cancer risk! Get a FREE Bath & Body Works gift set*
when you come to any of the Cypress Fairbanks Women’s
Imaging Center locations for a screening mammogram.
*$10

retail value while supplies last. Bath & Body Works
is not a sponsor of or affiliated with this promotion.

Follow us on Facebook.
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growing population. Construction started
in April on a new H-E-B at Mason Road
Continued from | 1
and Hwy. 290 in Fairfield, and it is expected
owner of Cypress-based Giraffe Realty. to be complete by the end of the year.
“Katy’s home values have substantially
“Cypress is an ever-growing commuincreased with the expansion of I-10 and nity,” said Cyndy Garza-Roberts, director
the Grand Parkway. Cypress hasn’t realized of public affairs for H-E-B. “Density there
yet that once the Grand Parkway makes its continues to grow, and we thought there
way through here, the values of our homes was an opportunity to serve customers in
will explode.”
that area.”
Although there are not yet many resThe store will be about 100,000 square
taurant or retail choices in Cypress that feet, which is comparable to the Cypress
are similar to those in areas near the Gal- Market store at Barker Cypress Road and
leria or downtown Houston, the beginning Hwy. 290.
strides are being made to bring new choices
Farther east, one of Cypress’ busiest comto the area.
mercial centers is bracing for an expansion.
According to the West Houston Asso- Located between Spring Cypress and Skinciation, the northwest
ner roads off Hwy.
Katy’s home values have increased 290, plans call
quadrant of Harris
County will likely see with the expansion of I-10 and the for several new
the most growth in the Grand Parkway. Cypress hasn’t realized stores at Cypress
next few decades, as
yet that once the Grand Parkway makes Towne Center.
Charming Charthe area’s population
is expected to increase its way through here, the values of our lie, Michael’s and
from about 500,000 to homes will explode.
James Avery are
more than 1.2 million
—Kathy Jones under construcby 2050.
tion and slated to
Giraffe Realty open there later
“Growth will occur
in proximity to employthis year.
ment, and right now, the northwest quadrant
Sustaining the growth
is the place that has the room and opportuAlthough the projected growth appears
nity to grow,” said Roger Hord, president of
positive for Cypress, there are transportathe West Houston Association.
tion and monetary issues involved in mainNew retail choices
taining such a highly populated area that
Several new retail outlets are expanding has not been annexed. Unincorporated
or arriving in Cypress this year to serve the Harris County is growing at a rate more

Harris County growth

Growth

“

”

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

8

Inside Loop 610

Cy-Fair ISD
2000: 294,765
2010: 496,751

69%

2000: 456,649
2010: 469,051

HOUSTON
SAM

S UN DAY

MAY

10
610

59

Outside Beltway 8
2000: 1.5 million
2010: 2 million

40%
Inside Beltway 8
2000: 1.5 million
2010: 1.6 million

45

6.9%

than six times that of the city of Houston,
but the county must rely mainly on property taxes to maintain its services.
“Unlike the city, which has a sales tax,
we don’t have that mechanism for providing some of our services,” said Jack Cagle,
Precinct 4 commissioner. “It’s a challenge
to be fiscally responsible and get to provide
quality services. But as a general rule, most
of the folks prefer to live in the county, even
though we don’t have that extra penny to
tack onto sales tax.”

HOUSTON
SAM

When Hwy. 290 is improved, Mulholland said he expects Cypress will grow even
faster.
“The Grand Parkway will also help a bit
for people commuting to the Energy Corridor and eventually The Woodlands when
the next segments are complete,” Mulholland said. “Bridgeland’s Towne Center
development was conceptualized around
the Grand Parkway, so that will only make
things bigger out here.”
Comment at impactnews.com

“Families Helping Families”

RAFFLE FOR:
2011 Kawasaki
Mule Model 610
(4x4) or
2011 E-Z-GO ST
Sport Golf Cart
(Winner’s Choice)
$20 each
or 6 for $100

I

SION
$10.S0
0

Tin Hall • 14800 Tin Hall Rd.(Near Telge & Huffmeister) • 11:00 am – 9:00 pm

• Kids’ Games
• Bake Sale
• BBQ Plates To Go or Eat In
(kids under 12, $5 - includes meal & game)

Live Auction 1:30-3:30pm
Raffle for a:

2012 EZ GO Golf Cart or a
2012 Kawasaki610 (4X4) Mule
Winner’s Choice, $20 each
or 6 for $100

Dance with the
Country Knights til 9 PM

713-664-7450
www.tinhall.com
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AVAILABLE FOR:
Weddings • Private Parties
Anniversaries • Graduations
Corporate Events
Company Parties
Quinceaneras
Birthdays
ANY & ALL OCCASIONS
NO PARTY TOO SMALL!

Up to 1200 Guests
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BUSINESS

Blackberries of Houston
Couple grows fruit on 7.5-acre site

Husband and wife Frankie
(left) and J.D. McMaster
allow people to pick blackberries on their land.

What to know before you go
• This year, the picking season is expected to open around May 15–21
• The season lasts about one month
• Visitors should call ahead of time to
find out the picking forecast
• About 70 people can pick the berries at one time
• Typically open from 7 a.m.–noon
• Everyone is given a one-gallon
container to store the berries

Mueschke
Rd.

almost drink it,” J.D. McMaster said. “Instead of using milk
on my cereal, I pour it on my
Frosted Flakes.”
To make the crop expand, the
couple takes the shoots from
around the plants and transplants them.
“During the drought, my wife
dug them up and put them in
one-gallon pots and watered
them by hand to keep them
alive,” J.D. McMaster said.
“We put in a new well after the
drought ended to make sure we
could keep watering in December and January. It helped a
whole lot.”
Since the weather was severe
last season, J.D. McMaster
expects a good crop this year.
“You can see how pretty and
green everything is, and we’ve
had a good wet season coming
in,” he said. “I can’t wait for this
season. We get as antsy about it
as the people who call in everyday.”

Rd.

the blackberries will be ripe for
picking starting around the third
week of May.
Although they have always
enjoyed farming, the McMasters
almost accidently stumbled into
the business.
“We used to give vegetables
away, and our neighbor told us
we were giving too many out,
so we put a sign outside,” J.D.
McMaster said.
The couple traveled to East
Texas in 1998 and bought 10
blackberry plants to start. The
number increased to nearly
5,000 in the past 14 years.
“This is a family thing,” J.D.
McMaster said. “People bring
their kids and they learn how
things are grown.”
Customers who come to pick
the blackberries are given a onegallon container to store their
berries, which can be made into
numerous types of food.
“We make a syrup that could
be made into a jam, and I could

M a s on

E

ven with bustling Hwy.
290 and the expanding
developments of Cypress
less than a few miles away, a visit
to Blackberries of Houston is
like a step back in time to a place
out of a chapter from a history
textbook.
Both born in 1930 into the
agricultural world, Frankie and
J.D. McMaster grow blackberries on their 7.5 acres of land off
Mueschke Road, a pastime they
turned into a successful business.
“[Farming] is bred into you
from that period—and it doesn’t
go away—so you always like to
do it,” J.D. McMaster said. “We
can and preserve a lot, and we
eat just like people did in the
1930s: from the garden, because
there were no grocery stores
back then.”
Visitors come from all over
Houston every summer to pick
the blackberries during a season
that lasts about one month.
This year, the couple expects

Marie Leonard

By Marie Leonard

Cypress
Church Rd.

290

Blackberries of Houston
19531 Cypress Church Road
Cypress • 281-373-5357
www.blackberriesofhouston.com

4848
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For everything you do, we salute you
We applaud the efforts of small
business owners everywhere. We are
ready to help with Appreciation Offers
on banking services you need to run
your business.
Ask us about our Appreciation Offers
by calling 1‑877‑436‑4170 or contact
your local banker today.

Save
over

$400

on Appreciation Offers
for small businesses

wellsfargo.com/appreciation
Potential savings of “$400 or more” is based on estimated savings on combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a banker for details on savings and duration
for individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account fee and Information Schedule for details on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be
modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Savings noted above based on standard fees applicable to selected business solutions. Terms and conditions of accounts,
products, programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval.
© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (714910_04848)
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BOOKKEEPING & TAX PREPARATION
S E HAB L A E S PAÑ OL

J8>89LJ@E<JJJ<IM@:<J

CC:

FREE

CONSULTATION

281-213-8381

12300 Dundee Court, Ste. 202, Cypress 77429
www.sagabusiness.com

Photos by Kevin Koloian

Small business bookkeeping and tax services
Personal and business tax preparation • Business start-up specialists

Max Key and Jason Antonelli pride themselves on customer services and taking on all projects.

BUSINESS

American Road Hog Cycles
Business customizes, builds motorcycles
By Marie Leonard
Additional reporting by Kevin Koloian

so they can sell various items to customers
who want to work on a motorcycle from
home. There is also space with a television
and chairs so customers can sit down and
relax while waiting for work to be done.
Key’s son, Jeremy Klintman, now runs
an appointment-only tattoo shop inside
the new space. Customers can bring in a
design or tell Klintman what they want.
Ultimately, the expansion gives the men
the chance to continue growing their business.
“We take a bike that is real hard for
people to fix, and we get it done,” Key said.

Options.
Flexibility.

Affordability.
The business’s shop is usually full with bikes to
upgrade or fix.

Typical projects

Dula Ln.

Cypress N.
Houston Rd.
y.

American Road
Hog Cycles
11829 Dula Lane
Cypress • 281-970-1200
www.americanroad
hogcycles.com

Register now for summer and fall Weekend College,
online courses, Dual Credit courses and more.
LoneStar.edu/cyfair

Get on the path to college success!
Attend New Student Orientation* this summer to take
a tour, get academic advising and register for class!
LoneStar.edu/cyfair-orientation

Performance services
Restorations
Fix wrecked bikes to like-new condition
Custom paint

kw

•
•
•
•
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ax Key’s affinity for motorcycles
began decades before he opened
American Road Hog Cycles in
2001 with co-owner Jason Antonelli.
“When I turned 16 my parents gave me
the family car because they didn’t want
me to have a motorcycle, so I sold it and
bought a motorcycle anyway,” Key said.
“Now I’ve been riding more than 40 years.
You just can’t beat the freedom to ride.”
A motorcycle repair shop, American
Road Hog Cycles provides services such
as oil and tire changes, brake jobs, custom
paint jobs, motor packages, engine work
and restorations.
“Customers feel like family when they
come in here,” Antonelli said. “We show
them what is wrong with their motorcycle
and really make them a part of it.”
Key and Antonelli do 100 percent of the
work and restorations in-house, with the
exception of paint jobs, which they send
out to be completed in a few days.
“People know our work and our quality
in the biker community,” Key said. “We are
known first for our customer service and
second because we do things that other
shops don’t do, like fix anything that a
customer will bring us.”
The shop was born in a two-car garage,
which increased to a 2,000-square-foot
space by 2007. Since an additional 3,000
square feet was added onto the business
last fall, Antonelli and Key have expanded
their services.
“Our business started growing to where
we had to come in everyday and push
motorcycles outside so we could have
room,” Key said.
One new feature is a showroom, in
which used bikes are on display and for
sale. The men also added a parts counter,

*orientation required for first-time students

LSC-CyFair
9191 Barker Cypress
Cypress, TX 77433

LSC-Fairbanks Center
14955 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77040

affirmative action/eeo college
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NOW IS THE
PERFECT TIME TO
BUY A NEW HOME!
CY-FAIR FCU
& MEMBER HOME LOAN
+ NEW HOME
= HAPPY HOMEOWNER!
Now thru June 30th, 2012

APPLY TODAY!

281.890.7676
www.cyfairfcu.org

Contact Cy-Fair FCU for specific loan rates and terms. All loans subject to credit approval. Other terms and conditions
may apply. Offer valid April 1st thru June 30th, 2012.

METHODIST WILLOWBROOK HOSPITAL

ASK THE DOCTOR

Free Seminars

Conference Center - Women’s & Children’s Pavilion

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

SURGICAL WEIGHT LOSS SOLUTIONS
Wednesday, June 6th

EPILEPSY - A DISEASE FOR ALL AGES
Tuesday, June 19th

SUFFERING FROM ACID REFLUX?
Tuesday, June 12th

SURGICAL WEIGHT LOSS SOLUTIONS
Wednesday, June 27th

DO YOU SUFFER FROM BACK PAIN?
Thursday, June 14th

For more information, visit MethodistWillowbrook.com.
To register, call, 281-737-2500.

18220 State Highway 249 • Houston, TX 77070
281-737-2500 • MethodistWillowbrook.com
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DINING

Locatelli’s Pizza

Owners serve up traditional, signature pizzas
By Marie Leonard
Additional reporting by Kevin Koloian

g e Pk w y.

• Tortellini Pesto: Tri-colored ring shaped
pasta, filled with cheese, topped with
homemade pesto sauce and freshly grated
Romano cheese ($9.99)
• StuffaTelli: A pizza with sausage, pepperonis, meatballs, mushrooms, red bell
peppers and black olives (slice-$5.89, 10”$10.39, 13”-$14.49, 17”-$18.49)
• Ham Bam: A toasted French roll and
mayo, stuffed with thinly sliced baked
ham, topped with sautéed jalapeño and
banana peppers, red onions, red bell
peppers and held together with melted
provolone cheese ($6.99)
• Baked Ziti: Tube shaped pasta blended
with homemade marinara sauce and
ricotta cheese, topped with mozzarella
and provolone cheeses and baked to a
golden brown ($8.99)

The baked ziti is topped with mozzarella and provolone cheeses and baked to a golden brown.

Specials
• 17-inch one-topping pizza for $10.99
every Tuesday
• Diners can purchase two 13-inch twotopping pizzas for $16.99 every Thursday
• The $7.99 lunch special includes a piece
of pizza—a quarter of a 17-inch pizza—
with two toppings, salad and a drink
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Locatelli’s Pizza
13215 Grant Road
Cypress • 832-717-3300
www.locatellis.com
Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Sun 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Owner Recommendations

Courtesy Locatelli’s Pizza

”

Katie and Adam Womack opened Locatelli’s after being inspired by Womack’s family recipes.

Courtesy Locatelli’s Pizza

“

Kevin Koloian

M

ore than 50 years ago, Adam
started in 2003 with just pizza, one salad
Womack’s grandmother wrote
and one sandwich. The My Big Fat Greek
down a pizza dough recipe that
Salad ($8.49) has cucumber, tomatoes, pepwould one day encourage her grandson
peroncini, olives, red onion, cheese, lettuce
to open his own restaurant with his wife,
and Greek dressing. The lasagna ($11.99)
Katie Womack.
includes four types of cheese, noodles, sauThe couple opened Locatelli’s Pizza in
sage, meatballs and homemade marinara
Cypress more than 10 years ago and uses
sauce.
the original recipe as a basis for their food.
“We are fortunate that we have very
The restaurant hit its stride after Hurricane loyal customers,” Adam Womack said.
Rita hit the Texas coast in 2005, as it was
“We have people come in for lunch and
one of the only busisee them at dinner that
nesses to re-open the
Some of our customers come same night. Some of our
next day.
customers come in literally
in literally every single day. every single day. People
“It was the best
People can’t seem to get enough can’t seem to get enough of
advertising we
of our food.
could have gotten,”
our food.”
Adam Womack said.
The food is no longer
—Adam Womack, owner unique to just Cypress.
“Business has really
boomed since that
The Womack’s opened a
happened.”
second location in Tomball last month, and
The pizza at Locatelli’s can be purchased they have plans to open more in the future.
by the slice, or served in 13 or 17-inch pies. They are considering locations such as The
The restaurant offers a traditional cheese
Woodlands, Sugar Land and Katy, but are
pizza with numerous topping choices such
also discussing franchise opportunities.
as bacon, pineapple, sausage, sun-dried
“We have gotten customers saying they
tomatoes and mushrooms. More than 10
would like to be investors, even some
specialty pizzas made fresh are also availof our old customers that moved out of
able. The HawaiiaTelli with Heat ($13.49–
town,” Adam Womack said. “That moti$17.49) features ham, pineapple, bacon, red vated us to look at a second restaurant and
bell pepper and jalapeños. A twist on tradi- think about franchising.”
tional pizza, the PestaTelli ($13.49–$17.49)
The couple does not spend much money
has house-made pesto sauce, four types of
on advertising, but instead uses it to
cheese, tomatoes and grilled chicken.
improve their products.
The Womack’s offer a wide variety of
“It may be a pride thing,” Adam Womsalads, pasta and sandwiches on their
ack said. “I’ve always had a passion for
extensive menu, compared to when they
food and cooking.”

The CarnaTelli is sausage, pepperoni, ham, ground
beef and bacon.

Discover yyour backyard’s
y
ppotential!

ASK ABOUT OUR MEMORIAL DAY SPECIALS

AqUASCAPES

POOLS&SPAS

Free Outdoor Fire Pit or Waterfall
with Pool Installation

Landscape & Outdoor Lighting • New Construction & Remodeling • Outdoor Kitchens & Arbors
Fire Pits & Features • Pool Tile Cleaning • Weekly/Monthly Maintenance

25310 FM 2978

•

TOMBALL

•

77375

•

281-351-1800

•

W W W. W E G E T Y O U W E T. C O M
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PEOPLE

Roger Hord

West Houston Association president
By Marie Leonard

Marie Leonard

The core of greater west Houston can be seen through the windows at the West Houston Association office as Roger Hord discusses the future of the area, which he says has
grown up around the energy industry.
The same growth has also driven Hord’s work as president of the association, a role in
which he works on various initiatives that range from transportation to flood control.
The West Houston Association covers the area from northwest Harris County—which
includes Cy-Fair—to northern Fort Bend County.
Although he is not a native Houstonian, Hord moved to the Meyerland area in the late
’50s and considers himself to have grown up with the city. He attended the University of
Texas and studied finance, accounting and management, and then worked in the university’s personnel department.
Hord went on to dabble in economic development, infrastructure and public policy at
the Greater Houston Partnership before he became president of the West Houston Association in 1999.
The association was formed in the late ’70s by David Wolff and Wolff Industries to
assure the right infrastructure and public policies were provided to support the growth
that is expected to continue in greater west Houston, Hord said. The biggest initiative
Hord works on is transportation, which includes the major thoroughfares and the larger
freeways that tie the current and anticipated growth together in west Houston.
Under Hord’s leadership, the association last year also created the West Houston Plan
2050, data that studies the growth west Houston is expected to see in the next several
decades.
What areas of greater west Houston do
you expect to be the fastest growing in the
approaching decades?
The core of greater west Houston and the
Cypress area sit right in the middle of
where the growth is expected to occur. In
2010, that area from Hwy. 6 just beyond
the Grand Parkway had a population of
743,000. That’s expected to double by
2050. The northwest quadrant, today, is 29
percent of the total population of greater
west Houston, or about half a million. That
area is projected to be three times that, or
1.2 million, by 2050. From our forecasts,
it’s clear that Cypress is the epicenter of
growth.
What are the factors that drive the continued growth in greater west Houston?
The energy industry is at the core of
the growth that we have enjoyed since the
early ’70s, when Shell and Conoco moved
out here, and Exxon later on. We have seen

the correlation between infrastructure and
job growth on I-10, and I believe the same
thing will happen on the Grand Parkway
and Hwy. 290. There were very major
decisions made by BP and Shell to keep
their facilities on I-10 and expand them
significantly. They did that because I-10
had been improved to such a degree that
it would accommodate the expansion of
their employment base.

like 1 million new residents, that’s not as
impactful as when you look at a map and
see the footprint of where that population may go. We have to be ready for the
growth, and with the knowledge of the
amount of people who may be coming and
where they might go, the next step is to
ask what kind of infrastructure might be
needed and where that might be deployed
to support growth.

Describe the organization’s 2050 plan.
One thing we know about growth is that
it’s going to happen. You can’t say that in
every city, but in Texas— and especially
in Houston—we know it’s going to happen. We are using a projected forecasted
population growth for 35 years out, which
is an unusually long period of time. The
question is why would you project out that
far? We did that to demonstrate what that
growth means for greater west Houston,
with the belief that when you see a number

Once improvements to Hwy. 290 are
complete, what kind of impact will that
have in the area?
Growth is going to happen there—
regardless of what happens on 290—
because you’ll still be able to get down
that corridor on Beltway 8 and the Grand
Parkway. You’re experiencing, year after
year, a 40 to 50 percent increase in home
sales in the northwest quadrant, and I
think that’s a demonstration of the quality
that exists in those communities and the

COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY

Heights Dermatology &
Aesthetic Center

“Taking Your Skin To Greater Heights”
www.heightsskin.com

GENERAL & SURGICAL DERMATOLOGY

Mole Exams • Skin Cancer Detection • Acne • Allergy Testing
Psoriasis • Eczema • Hair Loss • Rosacea

Where are the biggest transportation
problem spots in greater west Houston?
We have the major corridors teed up.
With I-10, what we’ll do on 290 and with
the [Grand Parkway] coming in place, we
have the major grid more than adequate. I
can’t see another area around Houston that
has such a significant major freeway backbone. I think the key is how we’re going to
address the major thoroughfares, which
get folks from their residential communities to these major corridors. All of these
need not to just be rebuilt, but expanded,
and they have to operate efficiently.

Dr. Alpesh Desai
Board Certified in Dermatology
& Cosmetic Procedures

Dr. Tejas Desai
Board Certified in Dermatology
& Cosmetic Procedures

COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY

Botox • Fillers • Chemical Peels • Microdermabrasions • Dermabrasions • Laser Hair Removal • Leg
and Facial Veins • Skin Rejuvenation • HydraFacial

related services such as the school system.
That will support the continued growth,
and it will accelerate when it becomes
clear that 290 will be improved. We have
that indication right now with this new
arrangement between Harris County and
TxDOT, and we expect that freeway to be
significantly improved.

Fellowship Trained in Mohs
Micrographic Surgery

NEW LOCATION

Cy-Fair Hosp Prof Bldg:
11302 Fallbrook, #110
Houston, TX 77065

The Heights:

2120 Ashland St.
Houston, TX 77008

Tel: 713-864-2659
Fax: 713-864-5577
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ENTERTAINMENT

Cypress Saloon

Visitors to Cypress Saloon
dance during a weekend performance at the
concert hall.

Boot scootin’ close to home

“We have acoustical materials sprayed on the ceilings and
walls, and the curtains are
designed for acoustics as well,”
he said. “It’s probably one of the
better-sounding buildings in
Houston.”
For added entertainment, the
saloon has a horseshoe pit and
offers a washer tossing game
outside as well as beer pong.
Customers can also throw darts
or shoot a game of pool.
Besides concerts, people rent
out the saloon for private parties,
weddings and corporate events.
There are weekly happy hour
bar specials Tuesday through
Sunday and other drink specials
throughout the week.
Local musicians show off their
talent at the saloon’s open mic
night on Thursdays. Future plans
include offering more live entertainment throughout the week
via karaoke and progressive rock
nights, Plog said.

Upcoming performances
Schedule
• Pawn Shop Gold,
May 18. 8 p.m. $8.
• Justin Grant, May 19.
9 p.m. $8.
• Jason Bolland and the
Stragglers, May 25.
9 p.m. $15.
• Six String Boys,
May 26. 9 p.m. $6.
• Rosehill, June 1.
9 p.m. $8.

Bands perform every weekend at Cypress Saloon.

Cypress Saloon
12710 Telge Road
Cypress • 281-304-7777
www.cypresssaloonlive.net

Jarvis Rd.

290

Huffmeister Rd.

To accommodate various
gatherings for little league teams
and other organizations, there
was a need to expand and build
a pavilion.
“We had a couple of concerts and that went well, so we
enclosed it and made it a full
saloon,” Plog said.
Many big name bands are
hesitant to play a new venue,
so Cypress Saloon struggled to
bring in national acts at first,
Dahl said.
“It took us a few years to get a
top-flight band to play because
they are skeptical about getting
paid since they want their money
up front,” he said. “We have gotten over that hump because we
have been doing this for so long.
Now, we have a such a good reputation that Nashville will call us
instead of just us calling them.”
Bands like playing at the
saloon because of the wide-open
set up with the big stage and
high ceilings, Dahl said.

Telge Rd.

O

ffering live country
music every Friday and
Saturday night, Cypress
Saloon is one of the few places in
the area for good ol’ boys to cut
loose.
Open for nearly six years,
the saloon has hosted local and
national acts such as the Bellamy
Brothers, Stoney LaRue, Asleep
at the Wheel, Roger Creager and
David Allan Coe.
“We have the biggest dance
floor in Cypress and the only
place out here that has national
acts come through to perform,”
said James Plog, manager. “It
feels awesome that we can offer
a great place for people to come
and enjoy themselves. People
don’t have to drive in to the
inner loop or to Spring or to The
Woodlands.”
The concert hall grew out of
P.O.’s Burgers, which has been
open for 32 years. Owner Philip
Dahl started the restaurant with
his father, P.O., and cousin, Kirby.

Photos by Edgar Rodriguez

By Kevin Koloian

June 4-10, 2012

LIFE’S GREATEST PLEASURES & TREASURES

Royal, Regal & Real
Wizard Gourmet 2012
Darren McGrady
The Royal Chef
Author of
Eating Royally

Event line-up:
Wine Walk
at Market Street

featuring The Club at Carlton Woods VIP Room

Founder and CEO of
Bottlenotes.com
Author of
AROUND THE WORLD IN
80 SIPS

West Belt/Cy-Fair Banking Office
8727 W. Sam Houston Parkway North

Thursday, June 7 • 5:30-8:30 pm

Sips, Suds & Sliders

WINE WIZARD 2012
Alyssa Rapp

Locally owned ★ Relationship oriented
Experienced community bankers

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Friday, June 8 • 5:30-9:30 pm
Presented by:

Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting
& Chef Showcase

featuring the

CALL US TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR
BUSINESS BANKING NEEDS. WE PROMISE
TO RESPOND TODAY...OR SOONER!

Premium Lounge

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Saturday, June 9 • 7-10 pm
Presented by:

For a full event line-up and details:

713.557.5732 | www.wineandfoodweek.com

Bellaire ★ Heights ★ Katy ★ Memorial ★ West Belt ★ Woodway West ★ Kirby

281.894.3200

★

www.allegiancebanktexas.com
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HISTORY

Grand Parkway

Development planned for past 50 years

Representatives associated
with the project prepare to
break ground on Segment D
of the Grand Parkway.

L

and once considered the
fringe areas of Houston
will soon appear much
different than it did in the 1960s,
when the idea for the Grand
Parkway was born.
The City of Houston’s planning department determined
the need for a third outer loop in
the ’60s, while Loop 610 was still
under construction and Beltway
8 was in the planning stages. In
1950, almost 600,000 people lived
in Houston, which increased to
1.2 million by 1970, according
to census data. The population
increase was one reason the
Grand Parkway was approved by
the state in the ’80s. Afterwards,
county officials and landowners
drew a route for the highway and
submitted it to the Texas Highway Commission, according to a
1992 environmental study on the
Grand Parkway.
“As development occurs,
developers have to build portions of the major roads so there

is continuity in the city,” said
David Gornet, president of the
Grand Parkway Association. “As
they get to where future freeways
would be, they have to set that
land aside. There was pressure to
TxDOT in the ’80s from people
who said the growth is coming
and wanted them to adopt [the
Grand Parkway] and bring it to
fruition.”
In 1984, the state created the
Grand Parkway Association—a
nonprofit entity that promotes
and oversees the development of
the freeway—to help save money
for future highway projects.
According to the environmental overview, the Grand Parkway
would be constructed in nine
different segments instead of all
at once because of the decrease
in available construction money
and the environmental areas
on which the toll road would
be built. Each section needed to
stand alone in case only a few
portions were completed, which

is why plans call for each piece to
connect two major thoroughfares
or other freeways.
Construction is expected to
begin on several segments of the
toll road in the next few years, but
there was a setback several years
ago. When construction began
in the early ’90s on Segment D of
the Grand Parkway, which runs
from northern Fort Bend County
to Katy, The Sierra Club filed a
lawsuit in an attempt to preserve
the Katy Prairie in western Harris
County. The organization wanted
a court-ordered study for an
environmental impact statement
on the area’s wildlife.
According to a 1990 Houston
Chronicle article, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service claimed the
proper environmental studies
were not completed for Segment
D.
“If everybody decides they
want the Katy Prairie to be
another series of strip shopping centers and subdivisions,

The 30-Minutes-or-Less
E.R. Service Pledge.

Courtesy Grand Parkway Association

By Marie Leonard

that’s what we should do. But it
shouldn’t happen by default,”
Alan Mueller, representative with
the service, said in the article.
“Environmentalists and hunters long familiar with the area
say transportation projects will
hasten the march of development
that is chasing the birds away.”
The same article mentioned
the beginning stages of development on Cinco Ranch, a heavily
populated master-planned community that bisects Segment D.

Additionally, it said construction
would start on Segment E, slated
to run from I-10 to Hwy. 290, a
year later. That did not happen
until last fall, more than 20 years
later.
“I don’t know that they planned
when construction would start,
rather that their vision would
be more that when this much
growth occurs, you would be far
enough from other freeways that
you would need to provide for
mobility,” Gornet said.

Our E.r. can hElp yOu
gEt back tO yOur lifE fastEr.
Emergency medicine is about three things:
compassion, skilled care and speed. You’ll find
these at Tomball Regional Medical Center. The
experienced E.R. physicians and the entire team
are committed to working diligently to have you
initially seen by a clinical professional* within
30 minutes of your arrival. If you need an E.R.
fast, try our fast E.R. Once you do, you won’t
want to go anywhere else. Visit us online at
TomballRegionalMedicalCenter.com to
learn more.

605 Holderrieth Blvd. • 281-401-7500

*Clinical professional is defined as a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner.
If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.
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Full stories at impactnews.com

Top Story

Impacts

Urban living in Town Center

Now Open

Dining

Full story by Brian Walzel

Coming Soon

a striking resemblance to the
actual layout today, that laid the
groundwork.
“It was the planners’ concept
that urban living was part of the
urban experience in Town Center,” Heineman said.
But before the lofts along

Waterway and town homes on
Riva Row could be built and the
concept of urban living could
succeed, a strong supporting
base of amenities needed to be
established.
Full story by Brian Walzel

Business

Legacy Beauty
Academy

C ollege Park Dr.
Achievement Dr.

Tomball Students at Legacy
Beauty Academy are guaranteed
job placement after completion
of their studies at the Tomball
school.
“If they get their license, we can
get them a job,” owner Gaylene
Green said. “We have a lot of
students that go straight out from
graduation and start their own
Alma St.
249
2920
businesses. We give our students
the ability to be self-employed.”
One aspect of her business
Green said she takes pride in is her Legacy Beauty Academy
students work with clients, rather 1231 Alma St., Ste. M
than practicing on mannequins.
Tomball • 866-920-1812
Full story by Emily Roberts
www.legacybeautyacademy.net
Jackie Brunk

Edgar Rodriguez

Forest Cafe & Bakery
The Woodlands Hidden
away from one of The Woodlands busiest roadways on Hwy.
242, and among a multitude of
gift shops, fast food chains and
medical offices, sits a cafe where
customers are known by their
name rather than by the number
they are given after they place
their order.
Forest Cafe and Bakery, located
at 3091 College Park Drive, Ste.
245, opened six years ago and has
since become that rare Woodlands gem: a wildly successful
restaurant that, other than those
in-the-know, many local residents may not know about.

Magnolia Family Tree
Recipes opened April 9 at
12202 FM 1488, Magnolia. The
restaurant is owned by Brent
and Terryl Scott and serves
burgers, chicken sandwiches
and offers daily lunch specials.
Everything Family Tree makes
is homemade, including the
bread, and they also make specialty candies. 281-259-7800
Brian Walzel

of new urbanism,” said Brian
Dinerstein, president of Dinerstein Properties, developer of The
Millennium Waterway.
According to www.newurbanism.org, the concept of
new urbanism is the creation
of diverse, walkable, vibrant,
mixed-use communities comprised of the same components
as conventional development, but
assembled in a more integrated
fashion, in the form of complete
communities.
Robert Heineman, vice president of planning for The Woodlands Development Company,
said the concept of urban living
has been a part of the larger plan
for Town Center since the masterplanned community’s inception.
It was Heineman’s now-famous
sketch of Town Center on a
napkin in 1972, a sketch that has

The Woodlands As The
Woodlands builds out its final
village in Creekside Park, the
focus of residential growth and
development is beginning to shift
from the traditional village center
concept to more of an urban
living design. The lure of living,
working and playing in a defined
geographical and cultural district
has led to an emerging urban living lifestyle in Town Center.
Developments such as The
Boardwalk and The Millennium
Waterway apartments, Remington Brownstones, Waterway
Lofts and Waterway Village town
homes, make Town Center the
go-to destination for those seeking a new modern way of living.
“We do business all over the
country, and we specifically chose
the Town Center because it incorporates the greatest components

45

Forest Cafe and Bakery
3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 245
The Woodlands • 936-271-4518
www.forestcafeandbakery.com

solutions
gardening
needs

for all your

G shop offering garden flags, candles, backyard
Gift
birding
d
di
ding supplies: feeders, quality wildbird/songbird seed
Live ladybugs and Beneficial Nemotoads for sale
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1973

Quality Composts and soils

Locally Blended Fertilizers

21328
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132
328
28 SH 2
249
49
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one
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es & LLouetta)
es
ou
| 281-376-1646 | www.plantsforallseasons.com

$5 OFF

Purchase of $25 or more
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-15-12.

The Woodlands The
Woodlands Soccer City will
open its new indoor soccer
complex this summer at FM
1488 and Hwy. 242. The facility
will house two large air-conditioned indoor fields, offices,
party room, meeting room and
concessions. The building will
also offer two large fields and
will have the latest technology
in artificial turf plus tempered
glass for clear spectator viewing. The Woodlands Soccer
City will offer adult leagues for
men, women, co-ed and corporate, plus youth leagues for
ages 4 and above. In addition,
the facility will host indoor
soccer camps, adult and youth
tournaments, and skills clinics.
281-686-4292, www.wood
landssoccercity.com
Tomball Ron’s Hamburgers
and Chili will be opening at
14257 FM 2920, Ste. 210, Tomball in June. The Tulsa-based
eatery is known for hamburgers and has been mentioned
in the New York Times for its
award-winning chili. The Tomball location will be its first in
Texas. 832-790-7576,
www.ronschili.com
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REAL ESTATE

Towne Lake

On the market (As of April 30, 2012)

Data compiled by
Coldwell Banker United
281-304-5900
www.cbunited.com

Cypress – 77433

Home sales (April 1, 2011–April 30, 2012)

No. of homes No. of homes Avg. days on
for sale
under contract the market
27

Overview

8

No. of homes sold
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

76

1,553 /5,354

$175,390 / $636,399

93

Featured homes
Build-out year: N/A
Number of homes: 500+
Square footage: 1,600–6,000+
Home values: $200,000–$1 million+
HOA dues (estimated): $920/year
Amenities: Lake, welcome and community
Center, active adult 55+ living, pools, lazy river,
splash pad, tennis, fitness center, playgrounds
Property taxes:

Kelli Ray

Cypress Fairbanks ISD	
Harris County
Harris County Dept. of Educ.
Harris County ESD 9
Harris County Flood Control
Harris County Hospital
Harris County MUD 172
Lone Star College System
Port of Houston Authority

1.4300000
0.3912000
0.0066000
0.0600000
0.0281000
0.1922000
0.8900000
0.1210000
0.0186000

9106 Brownwood Bend Court
$310,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath
3,252 sq. ft.
Agent: Gayle Ross, Century 21 Ross Group,
281-469-7677

9907 Double Bayou Court
$429,900
5 Bedroom / 3 Bath
4,649 sq. ft.
Agent: Donna Burke, RE/MAX Northwest,
281-989-3965

19530 Gladewater Court
$525,352
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath
4,261 sq. ft.
Agent: John Bawduniak, Gatehouse Properties,
713-952-6767

9310 Casa Blanca Circle
$329,990
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath
3,525 sq. ft.
Agent: Johnny Schiro, Icon Real Estate,
281-459-0117

Total (per $100 value)______________3.137600

Fr y

CypBarker
re s
sR
d.

Schools:
.
Rd

290

W est Rd.
h
L ongen baug

Rennell Elementary School
19500 Tuckerton Blvd., Cypress
281-897-4000
Smith Middle School
19325 Cypress N. Houston, Cypress
281-213-1010

6

Cypress Ranch High School
10700 Fry Road, Cypress
281-373-2300

Rd.

Market Data Northwest Houston
On the market (April 1–31)

Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Number of homes sold/Average Price

Price Range

77040

77064

77065

77070

77095

77429

77433

Month

Less than $149,999

4/159

45/111

46/86

58/80

90/78

108/102

114/93

$150,000–$199,999

10/105

14/56

17/89

38/86

92/79

77/81

71/80

$200,000–$299,999

5/50

7/90

7/75

12/89

55/59

108/103

$300,000–$399,999

2/29

–

–

2/154

11/38

41/121

$400,000–$499,999

–

2/72

–

2/231

1/57

$500,000–$599,999

–

–

–

–

$600,000–$799,999

2/72

–

1/75

–

$800,000–$999,999

–

–

–

1/26

–

1/104

$1 million +

77040

77064

77065

77070

77095

77429

77433

April 2011

4/$205,860

24/$120,620

23/$139,560

26/$165,879

82/$160,648

102/$183,712

102/$201,802

April 2012

1/$231,960

26/$158,853

18/$128,594

25/$135,826

79/$154,852

96/$217,359

119/$214,544

132/77

Mar. 2012

4/$137,250

29/$142,607

29/$140,068

26/$135,629

74/$147,187

94/$192,247

119/$235,795

76/100

Feb. 2012

2/$339,000

18/153,000

13/$123,800

18/$119,900

61/$159,000

69/$197,684

91/$218,400

21/82

51/87

Jan. 2012

4/$204,875

12/$126,000

15/$137,500

21/$124,200

43/$140,600

54/$205,500

69/$235,738

–

14/121

13/117

Dec. 2011

24/$119,862

24/$125,691

21/$114,985

27/$135,196

82/$155,386

92/$205,429

118/$232,962

–

13/182

3/43

Nov. 2011

22/$125,318

26/$133,844

17/$128,867

33/$180,567

48/$180,857

74/$175,310

88/$187,484

–

–

5/79

–

Oct. 2011

29/$126,949

23/$132,481

19/$106,684

32/$167,027

67/$165,962

74/$200,193

75/$208,697

–

–

3/265

4/122

Sept. 2011

24/$140,799

24/$127,624

23/$140,863

43/$143,130

86/$165,070

92/$194,227

160/$221,614

Two Gated
Communities
One
Exceptional
Home Builder

PARK AT
ARBORDALE
In Cypress From $260s
281-256-7664

TREELINE
In Tomball From $250s
281-320-2614

AshtonWoodsHomes.com
*Prices and descriptions are subject to change without notice. ©2011 Ashton Woods Homes
All Rights Reserved. Ask an Ashton Woods Sales Counselor for details. 12/5/11
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Looking for

Coupons?
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local
and regional coupons
Just click and print

