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Approximately 14,000 vehicles travel on Robinson Road in Oak Ridge North daily. Delays on the roadway are expected to increase in the coming years if improvements are not made.

Oak Ridge North moves forward with Robinson Road traffic solutions
City Council members debate seven proposed road improvement options, prepare for more engineering studies
By Abigail Loop

Oak Ridge North’s most congested thoroughfare,
Robinson Road, remains a hot topic of discussion for
City Council members and residents as additional alternate solutions have taken form and future studies have
been proposed.
Oak Ridge North City Council held a special city

workshop June 1 to cover alternate Robinson Road
engineering options studied by engineering firm RPS
Klotz Associates. As a result of the workshop, council
members created their own subcommittee—consisting
of council members Alex Jones and Clint McClaren—
to go over the findings of the engineering report and
take into account questions raised by both residents

TOMA LAW AT A GLANCE
Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal and two commissioners were indicted in
June on charges of violating the Texas Open Meetings Act. The act was adopted in
the 1960s to help make governmental decision making accessible to the public.
The act requires governmental
bodies to hold open meetings
except for authorized closed
sessions.

A governmental body must
provide 72 hours advanced
notice before holding a public
meeting.

A governmental body must have
a quorum, or majority, to lawfully
hold a public meeting.

A quorum of elected officials is
not allowed to meet privately to
conduct business, according to
the act.
Source: Texas Attorney General’s Office/Community Impact Newspaper

and council members.
The subcommittee report paved the way for four
alternate traffic solutions as well as the recommendation for more in-depth studies to be put forward by
the city.
“Robinson Road is too important to the city and the
See Robinson Road | 64

Montgomery County judge suspended,
two commissioners indicted
Charges stem from alleged TOMA violations
By Jesse Mendoza

Three members of the Montgomery County Commissioners Court
were indicted in June on Texas Open
Meetings Act violation charges related
to negotiations regarding the county’s
road bond election in November.
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The Omega Grill

Summer treats in The Woodlands

Summer
treats

County Judge Craig Doyal, Precinct 2 Commissioner Charlie Riley
and Precinct 4 Commissioner Jim
Clark were indicted by a Montgomery
County grand jury June 24 and have
since been released on bond, Doyal’s

See Montgomery County | 67

Higher
EDUCATION
Focus
39 News
and listings
of colleges,
universities
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The Mercedes 2016 E550

The Mercedes 2017 SLC Roadster

The Mercedes 2016 GLE 400

The Mercedes 2016 G550 SUV

Happy Birthday, America
Let us help you celebrate on the open road this July.

(855) 516-2689 | www.MBOTW.com
of The Woodlands

16917 Interstate 45 South | The Woodlands, Texas 77385
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Whether you are looking to buy a boutique
office building minutes from The Woodlands
Mall, sublease Class A office space on Lake
Woodlands, lease industrial space near the
airport, or pursue a build-to-suit facility, we
have the right opportunity for you.
Cypressbrook Company is prepared to find
the perfect space for your business.

CONTACT US FOR A TOUR
281.364.1777 | cypressbrook.com

Voted Best Commercial Real Estate Services Firm in The Woodlands Two Years in a Row
Named One of the Fastest Growing Companies in Houston by the Houston Business Journal
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A TEAM OF LEADERS IN ORTHOPEDICS AND SPORTS MEDICINE.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRACTICING MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.

Left to right:

David Dice, Jr., MD, Marc Labbe, MD, John Fackler, MD, Eric Price, MD, Kenneth Palmer, MD

Our specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine are
honored to serve The Woodlands and Montgomery County communities
offering a wide range of services.
• General orthopedics & sports medicine
• Carpal tunnel syndrome
• Hand & upper extremity surgery

• Joint replacement
• Shoulder, elbow, wrist, knee, & ankle arthroscopy
• Neck & spine surgery

To learn more about our specialists, visit our website at houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics.
To schedule an appointment call 281.737.0999.
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With about a month
left in summer vacation,
many students in our
community are no doubt
getting ready to return
to school.
For readers who are
entering college this fall
or getting ready to apply
to a higher education
institution, this issue
features our annual
Higher Education Focus
with listings of local colleges and universities. Starting
on Page 39 we also cover higher education news topics,
such as the state’s Top 10 Percent Rule, concealed carry
on college campuses and how the oil and gas downturn
is affecting college students today.
Although we have seen less rain as the summer has
progressed, we have not forgotten about the historic
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Do you think the state’s Top 10 Percent
Rule should be changed?
Take the poll at communityimpact.com/wdl-poll

Lone Star Animal Welfare League
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Do you think there are too many
events held in The Woodlands?

56 CHEF’S CORNER

HARC building new headquarters

Esau Chavez, Tsukiji Japanese
Cuisine

No, special events are part
41%
of what makes living in The Woodlands unique.
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34%
Yes, but specifically too many
events that require road closures.

32 CRIME
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Childhood obesity on the rise
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to fight human trafficking
Testing for West Nile, Zika viruses
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News, data on local road projects

Marie Leonard
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Brickhouse Bridal
Alliance Fencing Academy

flooding that affected our community twice this spring.
This edition includes two stories that detail how local
governments and communities—in The Woodlands
Township and also subdivisions east of I-45—are
making preparations to better prepare for flooding
events in the future.
If your family wants to get away for one last summer
trip or staycation before school starts and the weather
cools off, the Amusement Parks Guide on Page 61 provides several local and statewide options. If you cannot get
away, see our Summer Treats Guide on Page 59 for a list of
cool beverages and desserts for adults and children.
Until our next issue, visit our website at
communityimpact.com/wdl for up-to-date coverage
of local government, education and development news.
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We’re excited for Our Big Debut
Brand new state-of-the-art facility featuring

Hurricane season facts, tips

Mark Kistler
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14% No, my family and I frequently take part in
special events held in The Woodlands.
11% Other
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 6/10/16–7/5/16

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston

/fox26houston

BMW of the Woodlands

BMWoftheWoodlands.com

The Ultimate
Driving MachineTM

• Larger, more spacious and sparkling showroom
• Advanced service technology and interactive
showroom space
• Huge, new and improved service drive for convenient,
easy access
• Plush and well-appointed customer lounge

BMW of The Woodlands

17830 N Fwy Service Rd.
The Woodlands, TX 77384 • 877-742-1187

OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION

WLD044r1_ad_Hero_Taylor_CIN.qxp_Layout 1 5/25/16 12:38 PM Page 1
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Taylor is the
expert in robot
box engineering.

We are the experts in pediatric oncology. When
Taylor was diagnosed with leukemia, he came to
Texas Children’s to receive cutting-edge, life-saving
treatment. Now that he’s in remission – and
feeling like himself again – he needs specialized
follow-up care that he can’t find just anywhere.
Why are we bringing world-renowned pediatric
expertise and more than 20 pediatric subspecialty
services to The Woodlands? So Taylor can focus

on the more important things in his life…like
what his robot voice should sound like.
Learn more at texaschildrens.org/woodlands.
© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD044r1_052516

Opening 2017
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4_18368
37 x 11.25
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Not sure where
you want to go?
Get there anyway.

Use our tools and resources to lay the foundation for the life you want. Whatever
that may turn out to be. Or, make an appointment to meet with a banker soon.
We can help you make the most of this wonderful time in your life, and help you
prepare for all the exciting and challenging days ahead.
Stop by to speak to a local banker, or visit wellsfargo.com/appointments to make
an appointment today.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (2775504_18368)
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2
Honea Egypt Rd.

Magnolia

18

13

serves Mexican cuisine, including
Cuban tortas, enchiladas
and Mexican-style burgers.
281-259-5400
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6 Yoga Pod. opened in June at
6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste.
E lan
Bl v
204, The Woodlands. The fitness
d.
studio offers a variety of yoga and
barre classes for both beginners and
advanced students. It also offers hot
yoga rooms for participants.
936-443-0971.
www.thewoodlands.
yogapodcommunity.com
o
Wo
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5 Texas Homeplate Baseball
Academy opened in June at
15222 I-45 S., Conroe. The academy
offers indoor baseball or softball
batting cages, and hitting tunnels
for teams and individuals as well as
lessons and camps for participants.
832-887-7881.
www.txhomeplatebaseball.com
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4 RIDE Indoor Cycling opened
June 27 at 1950 Hughes Landing
Blvd., Ste. 1500, The Woodlands.
The Hughes Landing studio features
Schwinn AC performance bikes,
a state-of-the-art sound system,
energizing and colorful LED lighting
and retail offerings. 832-823-4999.
www.ride-indoorcycling.com
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Now Open
1 Marco’s Pizza opened
June 25 at 1027 Sawdust Road, Ste.
350, Spring. In addition to pizza, the
franchise offers subs, salads, wings
and desserts. Marco’s Pizza boasts
daily homemade dough and pizza
sauce, freshly cut vegetables and

robust meats with no preservatives or
additives. 832-299-6365.
www.marcos.com
2 Acupuncture & Massage Clinic
at the Woodlands opened in June
at 2400 FM 1488, Ste. 300, Conroe.
Acupuncturist Dr. Xiang Fang has
more than 30 years of experience in

pain management, treating infertility,
curing allergies and helping patients
lose weight. The clinic offers free
consultations. 832-838-4444.
www.fangcure.com
3 La Casita opened in March at
31007 FM 2978, Magnolia, within
the Chevron station. The restaurant

7 Paint & Bubbles Studio held a
soft opening June 9 at 31311 FM 2978,
Ste. 107, Magnolia. The children’s
art studio focuses on introducing
children ages 6-12 to different forms
of art. Paint & Bubbles will host
summer camps, birthday parties and
monthly ladies craft nights.
346-703-2141.
www.paintandbubbles.com
8 David Lyles and Omar Cortes
opened a second location of Don

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES
ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION
CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER
WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

2009-2011 Winner

Larry Harvey, CEO

Serving families and small
businesses since 1985.

Please contact us for our
second-opinion service.

1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.hfgwm.com • 832.585.0110
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11 Club Monaco opened June 9 at
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 850, The
Woodlands. The international retail
brand offers a collection of tops,
knits and T-shirts, jackets and vests,
jumpers, dresses, and skirts, all for
women. 281-292-6748.
www.clubmonaco.com
Stephen Peek opened Fresh Coat
Painters of The Woodlands in early
May. Fresh Coat offers residential
and commercial painting services,
including interior and exterior
painting, wood staining and
finishing, and other services for
nearly every protective coating
application. 832-998-3867.
www.freshcoatthewoodlands.com

Coming Soon
12 Cold Stone Creamery confirmed

14 CycleBar will open in September
at 26400 Kuykendahl Road, The
Woodlands. CycleBar is a premier
indoor cycling boutique that tailors
to all fitness and experience levels.
281-247-0236.
woodlandscreekside.cyclebar.com
15 Frog Fitness is opening this
summer in The Woodlands at
2408 Timberloch Place, Ste. C6. The
center features workout equipment
that incorporates ab wheels and
resistance bands, providing a fullbody workout.
www.thenextbigthinginfitness.com
16 Little Sunshine’s Playhouse &
Preschool will open by the end of
summer at 8030 Branch Crossing
Drive, The Woodlands. The preschool
is for children ages 6 weeks to prekindergarten and has a curriculum
based on creative and preplanned
play, individualization within
the classroom and a significant
number of student-directed learning
experiences. 281-419-4400.
www.littlesunshine.com
17 vom FASS will open this fall at
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.,
Ste. 1800, The Woodlands. The

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

281-465-0700

www.woodlandsruggallery.com
Like us on facebook

Renovation
19 The Chick-fil-A location
at 8020 Research Forest Drive,
The Woodlands is undergoing a
renovation and is expected to be
completed by July 19. The restaurant
was the first Chick-fil-A to open in
The Woodlands 17 years ago and is
undergoing a full transformation.
The restaurant chain is known for
its chicken sandwiches and nuggets.
281-367-0954.
www.mycfaaldennbridge.com

News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

8

Courtesy Paint & Bubbles Studio

18 Wild Thing Restaurant Bar
& Grill will open at 14900 I-45 S.,
Conroe, at the end of September.
The restaurant and sports bar will
seat 300 people and will include
an outdoor patio. The restaurant’s
Texas-style menu will be unveiled in
September. 713-498-4499.
www.wildthingrestaurant.com

Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and
Hannah Zedaker

Paint & Bubbles Studio opened June 9 and
introduces children to different forms of art.

Courtesy Fresh Coat Painters

10 The Tutoring Center opened in
June at 1021 Sawdust Road, Ste. 130,
Spring. The center offers a one-onone tutoring experience for students
in kindergarten through 12th grade
for assistance in math, reading and
writing. 281-602-3839.
thewoodlands.tutoringcenter.com

13 The Oilerie will open July 16 at
2302 FM 1488, Conroe. The largest
hand bottler of extra virgin olive oils
in the U.S., The Oilerie features 30
stainless steel tanks filled with olive
oils, balsamic vinegars and nut oils.
936-321-3737. www.theoilerie.com

tasting room features international
oils, vinegars, liqueurs and spirits.
www.vomfassusa.com

Stephen Peek opened Fresh Coat Painters in
The Woodlands in May.

Anniversaries
20 LouLou’s Beignets celebrated its
one-year anniversary July 5 at
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste.
255, The Woodlands. The restaurant
serves New Orleans-inspired beignets
along with espresso drinks and
chicory coffee options. 281-651-2459.
www.loulousbeignets.com
21 Austrian-based Coffeeshop
Company celebrates the one-year
anniversary of its first U.S. location
at 26819 I-45 N., Spring, in July. The
coffee shop offers a variety of coffee,
tea and hot chocolate drinks as well
as snacks and sweets. 832-616-3944.
www.coffeeshopcompany.com

SUMMER SALE
GOING ON NOW!

13

Courtesty The Oillerie

9 The Republic Grille opened
a new location in June at 30340
FM 2978, Ste. 800, Magnolia. The
restaurant is known for serving Texas
cuisine with a Southern twist.
281-789-7119.
www.therepublicgrille.com

the ice cream chain will open its
first Magnolia location this fall in
Westwood Village shopping center at
32858 FM 2978, Ste. 521, Magnolia.
The restaurant serves ice cream,
cakes, smoothies and shakes.
www.coldstonecreamery.com

The Oilerie will open July 16 and is the largest
hand bottler of olive oils in the U.S.

20
LouLou’s Beignets celebrated its one-year
anniversary July 5.

Courtesy LouLou’s Beignets

Quixote Home Decor on June 18 at
9311 FM 1488, Magnolia, and plan
to host a grand opening celebration
in July. The home furnishings store
sells a selection of wall art, metal art,
dining room furniture, bedroom sets
and other rare finds. 281-789-7083.
www.donquixotehomedecor.com
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What if the simple
things were no longer
second nature?
Most of us take the little things
we do every day for granted,
until a neurological disorder
makes them impossible. With
Montgomery County’s only
DNV-certified Comprehensive Stroke
Center, the neurospecialists at the
Neuroscience Institute at CHI St. Luke’s
Health–The Woodlands Hospital are
using breakthrough research and a
collaborative approach to recover
function that is lost due to a brain
tumor, stroke or ruptured brain
aneurysm. Because discovering
more ways to give back
to our patients what
matters most to
them is second
nature to us.
Discover more at
ImagineBetterHealth.org

Neuroscience Institute
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IMPACTS

Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and
Hannah Zedaker

Shenandoah
Tamina

Tamina Rd.

Sleepy Hollow Rd.

.
Robinson Rd

4 Spring Children’s Dentistry will
open in late summer at 2833 Riley
Fuzzel Road, Ste. 500, Spring. The
dental office will offer specialized
dentistry for infants, children and
teens in a child-friendly environment
and provide laughing gas, oral
sedation, IV sedation and anesthesia.
www.springchildrensdentistry.com
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Now Open

Coming Soon

1 Whataburger opened at 3447
Rayford Road, Spring, in late June.
The 3,500-square-foot restaurant
features two drive-thru lanes, seats
88 customers and employs 70 people.
The establishment serves classic
Whataburger selections and features
a mural showcasing the company’s
history. www.whataburger.com

2 Kroger is slated to open in
summer 2017 at the northeast
corner of the Riley Fuzzel Road and
Birnham Woods Drive intersection
near the Grand Parkway. The
supermarket chain offers food,
pharmacy, health and personal care
items. www.kroger.com

5 Creekstone Outdoor Living will
open in August at 3555 Rayford Road,
Ste. 60, Spring. Creekstone Outdoor
Living is a full-service residential
contracting firm specializing in
outdoor living environments.
281-549-2496.
www.creekstoneoutdoors.com
6 Sammy’s Sports Grill will open in
August at 3545 Rayford Road, Spring.
The eatery will offer appetizers, soups
and salads, burgers, Buffalo wings,
entrees and a children’s menu.
www.sammyssportsgrillandbar.com
7 Brush Dentistry will open in
mid-July at 3535 Rayford Road,
Ste. 300, Spring. The dental office
will provide general and cosmetic
dentistry, such as teeth whitening,
inlays and onlays, dental crowns and
dental implants. 713-487-3050.
www.mybrushdentistry.com

Relocations
8 Spec’s Wines, Spirits and Finer

News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

1
Whataburger opened a new 3,500-squarefoot location on Rayford Road in June.

9
HoScho Animal Wellness Center celebrated
its one-year anniversary in June.

Foods relocated to 25010 I-45,
Spring, in early April from
25044 Rayford Road. The liquor store
sells beer, wine and spirits, along
with specialty foods. 281-362-9131.
www.specsonline.com

Anniversaries
9 HoScho Animal Wellness
Center celebrated its one-year
anniversary in June at 606 Rayford
Road, Ste. D, Spring. The animal
wellness center provides low-cost,
routine veterinary services, such as
vaccines, spay and neuter surgeries,
and check-up exams. The clinic also
performs house calls when needed
and primarily cares for cats and dogs.
281-667-9360. www.hoscho.com
Call to schedule your appointment today!

FOCUS
O P T I C A L

Opening early September!
• comprehensive eye exams
• contact lens fittings
• ocular health evaluations
for the entire family

Courtesy Whataburger

3 Yes! Family Fitness will open
July 31 at 8812 Fawn Trail, Conroe.
The fitness facility will offer
24-hour access along with youth
sports training, youth boot camps,
and adult and youth training. The
new location is the company’s sixth
facility. 936-333-2260.
www.myyesfitness.com

Donwick Dr.

1925 Hughes Landing
The Woodlands, TX 77380
Lake Front Cir.

Lake W
ood
lan
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3
242

Courtesy HoScho Animal Wellness Center

Fawn Tr.

We offer distinct, contemporary, hard to find frame lines, including DITA and IC Berlin. The
doctors at Focus Optical specialize in helping those who want to get out of reading glasses,
with different options in contact lenses. We also offer a form of vision correction called
orthokeratology, contact lenses that when worn while sleeping at night, can eliminate the
need for glasses or contacts during the daytime! Recommended for kids who are active or
have a hard time keeping their glasses on.
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Custom Home Showcase!
July 16th - 24th
45
249

Grand Pkwy.

290
1960

11am-6pm

Come tour five beautifully furnished custom homes in Water’s Edge and discover the
newest wave of luxury to hit Towne Lake. Plus, visit the Welcome Center for your chance
to win a $1,500 Summer Getaway. Don’t miss out on this exciting event,
get your tickets now!

West Rd.

Visit townelaketexas.com/showcase for ticket information.

Barker Cypress

529
6

Beltway

8

I-10

LU X U R Y BU IL D E RS
BAVARIA BUILDERS | BRAZIEL BUILDING GROUP | BRICKLAND CUSTOM HOMES
DREES CUSTOM HOMES | FRONTIER CUSTOM BUILDERS
281.256.2772 | TowneLakeTexas.com
18915 San Saba Creek Circle, Cypress, TX 77433
From the $700s

#TowneLakeLife • #OurTowne

067-1072 CHS Community Impact Tomball Ad_9.1837x11.25_MECH2.indd 1

6/24/16 1:23 PM
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Brickhouse Bridal

Boutique serves as destination for brides

L

ocally-owned business Brickhouse Bridal offers a selection
of more than 500 gowns
to clients in search of the perfect
dresses for their wedding days.
Mother and daughter co-owners
Starla Flake and Melanie Erpenbeck
opened their location in The Woodlands in 2000. However, the store was
originally located in Conroe.
“My mom and I pride ourselves
on treating people the way we would
want to be treated,” Erpenbeck said.
“Because we like warm and inviting
and loving [environments], we want
that here as well. We try to incorporate that into our staff as well as our
customers. We want them to feel like
they’re part of our family, too.”

“My mom and I pride
ourselves on treating
people the way we would
want to be treated.”
—Melanie Erpenbeck, co-owner

Most customers come in because
of a referral from another bride
who found her dress at Brickhouse
Bridal, marketing coordinator Erin
Good said.
“It’s truly a journey,” said Dominique Caskey, Brickhouse Bridal
marketing and logistics coordinator.
“When [a bride] decides to buy a dress
with us, they’re with us for at least five
to six months, and we really love having that relationship with them and
making sure it’s a great experience
from start to finish.”
Caskey said the staff will see siblings, friends and even neighbors
of former Brickhouse brides come in
to find their dresses based on
a referral.
Good said the store is busiest on
Saturdays, when anywhere between

20 and 30 brides typically visit the
boutique. On a weekly basis, consultants will see between 40 and 50
brides or bridal parties.
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime thing,
and we want that to be something
that [brides] remember,” Good said.
“We want them to be proud to be
a Brickhouse bride, and we want
them to be excited about coming in.
When we see somebody picking up
their gown, we get just as excited as
they are.”
Good and Caskey said brides come
in from all over the Greater Houston area. Brickhouse Bridal has also
become a popular destination for
brides from Lafayette, Baton Rouge
and New Orleans. There have even
been clients from Poland and the
Netherlands who purchased their
dresses at the store.
“Half the time, it’s a three- or fourhour drive, and they’re willing to
travel,” Caskey said. “We’re happy
to have them.”
Twice a year, Erpenbeck and her
team go to New York City to purchase
dresses to sell in the store. During
those trips, the team looks at collections of dresses and narrows them
down to fit within the parameters of
its personal Brickhouse Bridal collection, she said.
“Although our designers are a part
of us, we want brides to feel like they
have seen everything when they come
here,” Erpenbeck said.
One of Erpenbeck’s favorite things
about starting her business was
learning about the designers and what
makes their styles unique, she said.
“There is a sense of dresses having
personalities,” Erpenbeck said. “I
think you constantly fall in love with
the uniqueness and the organics of the
wedding gowns. We fall in love with
gowns everyday.”

Photos by Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

By Beth Marshall

Brickhouse Bridal has a selection of more than 500 wedding gowns from which brides can choose.

Marketing and logistics coordinator Dominique Caskey (left), co-owner Melanie Erpenbeck (center) and marketing coordinator Erin Good stand outside Brickhouse Bridal.

The mother-and daughter-owned business
relocated to The Woodlands in 2000.

GOWN DESIGNERS AT BRICKHOUSE BRIDAL

ForBrides
•
•
•
•

Brickhouse Bridal
Valley
Wood Dr.
Budde Rd.

45

Sawdust Rd.

200 Valleywood Drive, Ste. A300
The Woodlands
281-681-3430
www.brickhousebridal.com
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Thu. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.6 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Closed Sundays

Brickhouse Bridal displays gowns that vary in
style near the store’s main entrance.

Allure Bridals
Alyne Bridal
Blue by Enzoani
Claire Pettibone
Romantique
• Enzoani
• Ivy & Aster
• Maggie Sottero

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Martina Liana
Paloma Blanca
Pronovias
Stephen Yearick
Watters
Willowby
Wtoo

For Bridesmaids
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amsale
Bill Levkoff
Encore by Watters
Sorella Vita
Watters Maids
Wtoo Maids
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L E A R N H O W AT O N E O F O U R F R E E S E M I N A R S

JULY 19 - 6:30PM
Black Walnut Cafe
9000 New Trails Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77381

JULY 26, AUG. 2 & 9 - 6:30PM
Crisp Restaurant
2520 Research Forest Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77381

FREE GOURMET DINNER INCLUDED. LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE. PLEASE RSVP.

JOIN US FOR

ON LAKE WOODLANDS • THURSDAYS FROM 7-9 PM

FREE Concert Series • Live Music, Happy Hours & Specials at Restaurant Row
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY

7
14
21
28

AUGUST
AUGUST
AUGUST
AUGUST

4
11
18
25

Don’t forget to bring blankets and lawn chairs!

Presenting Sponsor

* No glass permitted.

THEWOODLANDS.COM | THE WOODLANDSTOWNSHIP-TX.GOV/ROCKTHEROW
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Alliance Fencing
Academy

Classes led by U.S. Olympic fencing coach

F

encing coach Andrey Geva
said he has been fencing for
nearly 40 years and started the
sport at the age of 11 at his home in
St. Petersburg, Russia.
Geva, who owns Alliance Fencing
Academy, said fencing has always
been a part of his life and inspired the
business that started in 2004 in both
The Woodlands area and Houston.
The academy’s Oak Ridge North
location opened five years ago on
Robinson Road after having used a
room at The Woodlands Christian
Academy.
“I started the academy after I first
had some clients that I would visit
at their homes,” Geva said. “We’d
practice in the driveway or living
room. Soon I had enough clients
that we needed to find [a permanent] space. Hopefully we expand
again soon to get an even bigger
facility. We have quite a few good
students.”
Geva’s academy has helped
students become national fencing
champions and even train for the
Olympics. Geva himself will be
the U.S. Women’s Olympic fencing
team coach this summer at the 2016
Olympics in Rio De Janiero.
He has experience coaching
students for the Cadet and Junior
World Fencing Championships
and has developed 20 international
champions, medalists and finalists as well as more than 30 U.S.
national champions.
“The unique thing is that students
who come here don’t usually leave,”
Geva said. “That has been the key to

our success—most of them stay here.
We have a very good reputation to
keep our students. More new students keep coming, and that’s why
we’ve had to keep moving to different
locations.”
A variety of classes are available
at the academy and include group
classes for beginners, intermediate
and advanced fencers age 5 and
older. Individual lessons are also
available for all ages and levels as
well as lessons specifically designed
for home-schooled fencers. Birthday
parties can also be held at the facility,

“The unique thing is that
students who come here
don’t usually leave. That
has been the key to our
success—most of them stay.”
—Andrey Geva, owner

which includes an introduction to the
history of fencing and sports games.
In the summer months, beginner
fencing camps are also offered at the
academy location on Robinson Road
for ages 6-14, and more experienced
fencers can attend camp at the Houston location.
Geva said the academy’s attendance usually peaks from August
to October and creates a full house
when school starts.
“We’ve won a lot of competitions
every year,” Geva said. “We are a
very team-oriented club and a home
for teenagers and kids. Most of our
students succeed or [experience]
improvements while they are here.”

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

By Abigail Loop

Andrey Geva, head coach and owner of Alliance Fencing Academy, will coach the U.S. Women’s
fencing team at the 2016 Olympics in Rio De Janiero.

Individual lessons

facts

• One-on-one technical, tactical or video review lessons
• On-strip technical and tactical lessons with opponents
• Double lessons allow students to observe the coach with another student
during the same action both students are working on.

Group classes
• Warm up, stretching and coordination
exercises
• Sport games and relay races

• Fencing technique and strategy
• Tournament rules and regulations
• Health and nutrition

• Fencing and general fitness exercises

• Armory

• Footwork, targets and drills

Fencing camps
• July 11-15, 9 a.m-1 p.m.

• Aug. 8-12, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Costs
Beginner course
AGES 5-8
$80 per month (4 one-hour classes)
AGES 9 AND OLDER
$125 (4 hour-and-a-half classes )

Individual/group lessons for visitors
INDIVIDUAL LESSONS
$45 per class (25 minutes)
$80 per class (45 minutes)
GROUP CLASS
$30 per class (one hour)
Alliance annual membership
$200 (individual), $300 (family),
$50 (individual ages 5-8)

Adult course
$60 per month (4 classes)

Courtesy Alliance Fencing Academy

a R d.

Young fencing students participate in a
lesson at Alliance Fencing Academy.

Hann

Geva coached two students who placed at the
2016 Junior World Fencing Championship.

Robinson Rd.
Maplewood Dr.

Courtesy Alliance Fencing Academy

Alliance Fencing Academy

Alana Ln.

27326 Robinson Road, Ste. 110
Oak Ridge North
713-410-6655
www.alliance-fencing-academy.com
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OVER 500 RESIDENTS IN OUR
RESORT-STYLE APARTMENTS,
AND OUR LUXURY AND
EC0-SMART HOMES.

EXXONMOBIL, SOUTHWESTERN
ENERGY CAMPUSES ARE THRIVING.
MORE THAN 11,500 EMPLOYEES
WORK IN OUR COMMUNITY.

COMMUNITY SERVICES INCLUDE
CHI ST. LUKE’S HEALTH, CYPRESS
CREEK EMS, AND SPRING FIRE
DEPARTMENT.

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT
IS OPEN AND TWO MORE HOTELS
ARE COMING SOON.

WHAT’S NOW
AND WHAT’S NEXT.
So much is happening in Springwoods Village. Take a quick tour of our 2,000 acre mixed-use community, 20 miles
north of downtown Houston and just south of the Woodlands. You’ll see how much we’ve grown, and what’s coming
soon. As a sustainable community dedicated to best practices in smart development, the progress is real.

THE EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITY.

PHASE 1 OF CITYPLACE IS
UNDERWAY, WITH OFFICE
SPACE, HOTEL, HOMES,
RETAIL AND RESTAURANTS.

THE MARKET AT SPRINGWOODS
VILLAGE ADDS LOCAL SHOPPING
AND DINING CONVENIENCE.

OVER 290 ACRES ARE DEVOTED
TO NATURAL PARKS AND TRAILS.
springwoodsvillage.com

Located at the confluence of I-45,
the Grand Parkway, and the Hardy Toll Road.
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Grilled jumbo shrimp with smoked Gouda grits ($12) is a local favorite at The Omega Grill.

The hand-battered chicken-fried steak is served with Texas toast and a choice of gravy ($12).

DINING FEATURE

The Omega Grill

New restaurant carries on family legacy
By Hannah Zedaker

M

arianna and George Huliaris grew up working for
their parents at The Olive
Oil restaurant in The Woodlands
area, sharing their Greek culture
with the community. The siblings
are now applying the knowledge
and skills they acquired from their
parents to their own restaurant, The
Omega Grill.
Two doors down from their parents’ eatery, the siblings opened The
Omega Grill last September at
399 Sawdust Road, Spring. Marianna
said the restaurant boasts gourmet,
American soul food in a laid-back
atmosphere.
“We love fresh ingredients because
that comes from our culture,” she
said. “Everything in Greece is so
fresh and so fulfilling, and you feel
great afterwards. So we wanted to do
the same thing with American food.”
To achieve this goal, The Omega
Grill features Texas-based companies, such as Bravado Spice and
44 Farms, which produce all-natural, gluten-free, hormone-free and
genetically-modified organism-free
products.
In addition, the eatery also carries local beers from 8th Wonder
Brewery and Karbach Brewing Co.
on draft as well as beers from Saint
Arnold Brewing Company by the
bottle.
“Not a lot of places feature the
Houston beers, so we try to make
sure the customers who typically

order basic beers try the local beers
so they’re not just drinking the same
thing all the time,” Marianna said.
The grill also offers a wine selection, which the siblings are in the
process of broadening and localizing.
The Omega Grill menu has
everything from soups and salads to
burgers and hot dogs. Some customer
favorites on the menu include chicken-fried pork chops, and shrimp and
grits.
“We have ladies who come in four
to five times a week, and that’s what’s
awesome about our menu—it’s so
diverse you can eat something different every day,” Marianna said.
A family-owned and -operated
business, there is always an owner in
the restaurant, Marianna said.
“Everyone that works here is either
family, or like family,” she said.
“We’re all very close-knit. We talk a
lot and make sure everyone’s on the
same page, and we get ideas from our
employees and from our customers.
It’s just a very tight-knit community.”
George and Marianna said they
have no plans of opening another
restaurant or expanding their existing one at the moment.
“Right now, we’re focusing on
just making sure that everything’s
running smoothly because we’re
still pretty new, and we’re both
fairly young,” Marianna said. “It’s
our first business that we’ve opened,
so we’re still kind of working on
things.”

Owners Marianna and George Huliaris learned
restaurant basics at The Olive Oil.

The Omega Grill offers a contemporary, casual
atmosphere with American gourmet soul food.

local

l i b at i o n s
The Omega Grill offers various Greater Houston area beers
including products from:
• Karbach Brewing Company

• 8th Wonder Brewery

• Saint Arnold Brewing Company

Happy Hour Deals
(Mon-Fri. 3-7 p.m.)
• $2 off beer and glasses
of wine
• $5 off bottles of wine
• Spinach and artichoke
dip served with grilled
naan ($5)
• Texas cheese dip ($4),
with chili ($6)

• Onion rings served
with jalapeno
remoulade ($4)

• Naked wings (five)
served with choice of
Buffalo or barbecue
sauce ($4)

• Haystack: fried
jalapeno and onion
sticks served with
ranch ($3)

• Captn Crunk chicken
tenders served with
honey mustard ($4)
• Stuffed jalapenos (five)
served with ranch ($4)

The Omega Grill
G

399 Sawdust Road, Spring
832-663-9379
www.theomegagrill.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.9 p.m., Closed Sundays

Sawdust Rd.
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Sawdust Rd.
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Small-town charm.
Big-town pride.

STAR-SPANGLED
Purchase a new home
in Liberty Branch
by Labor Day and
receive up to $5,000
toward closing costs!
Bring this ad when you tour a
model home and receive lunch*
on us at select Creekside Park
Village Green restaurants.
*$25 value, must tour by Aug. 14.
Photocopies will not be accepted.

Liberty Branch is front-porch living at its best, featuring classic American
architecture and the nostalgic ambiance of a small town nestled in the
Village of Creekside Park. With beautiful new homes, all within walking
distance of parks and village center amenities, you can find your
American Dream in harmony with nature in The Woodlands.

T H E N AT U R A L C H O I C E

Homes from the high $200s to $900s

For more information and builder specials, visit

TheWoodlandsLibertyBranch.com
This offer is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract between 7/5/16 and 9/5/16 for a home in The Woodlands Liberty Branch built by J. Kyle Homes, Coventry
Homes, David Weekley Homes or Palmetto Homes. Builder to provide up to $5,000 toward buyer’s closing costs. Some restrictions may apply. No substitutions will be permitted.
Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies
or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and
specifications subject to change.

16woodre2660_2_LibertyBranchSummerPromotion_CommImpAd_3_July.indd 1

6/28/16 5:12 PM
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

Compiled by Hannah Zedaker
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between Richard Road east to
the Grand Parkway, build a sixlane bridge bypassing the Union
Pacific Railroad and add traffic
lights. Sixty-five percent of the
engineering design is complete, and
Montgomery County Precinct 3 is
still working to acquire rights of way.

1 I-45 HOV lanes
The I-45 high occupancy vehicle lane
extension project will add one
northbound lane and one southbound
lane between FM 1960 in north Harris
County and South Loop 336 in Conroe.
According to the Texas Department of
Transportation, the HOV lanes were
projected to open June 1, which did
not take place due to a problem with
signage. Ninety-five percent of the
project has been completed.
Timeline: October 2015-September
2016
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

2 Rayford Road
improvements
The Rayford Road improvement
project, funded by the successful
Montgomery County bond election
last November, will widen the
roadway from four to six lanes

County Precinct 3

3 Research Forest Drive
widening

Photos by Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

In design phase

Timeline: 2017-2019
Cost: $60 million
Funding sources: Montgomery

The Research Forest Drive expansion
will widen the road from two to four
lanes with asphalt shoulders between
FM 2978 and Branch Crossing Drive.
The project will be funded by the
successful November Montgomery
County road bond election and is
expected to reduce congestion on
Research Forest Drive and parallel
routes, county officials said. Engineering
services for the design phase were
awarded April 12.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $8 million
Funding sources: Montgomery
County Precinct 2

4 FM 2978 widening
The FM 2978 widening is a two-part,
6.5-mile widening project between Dry
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News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

2
6

Creek and FM 1488 in Magnolia. The
first section, from FM 1488 to south
of Dry Creek, is delayed until August
because of utility relocations and sound
wall issues, according to TxDOT. The
second section, from south of Dry
Creek to Conroe Hufsmith Road has
been suspended due to AT&T utility
relocations. The second section has a
projected completion of late 2017, while
a timeline for the first section has not
yet been determined.

Timeline: August 2016-TBA
Cost: $23.9 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

A Montgomery County Precinct 4
road bond project will extend David
Memorial Drive from Shenandoah
Park Drive north to Hwy. 242
in Shenandoah. The project is
expected to improve mobility east
of I-45 by providing a north-south
connector behind the Sam Moon
Center and the incoming Houston
Methodist The Woodlands Hospital.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: Montgomery
County Precinct 4

6 Hardy Toll Road widening
Crews are widening the toll road from
two to three lanes in both directions
from FM 1960 to the Grand Parkway
in Spring. The widening will include
the construction of full shoulders and
an interchange at the Grand Parkway
is under construction. Signing and
pavement markings will be updated
along the entire stretch of the Hardy
Toll Road, and bridge decks are being
repaired. As of March, all tolled ramps
along the Hardy Toll Road are EZ TAG
accessible. From July 15-18, the entire
Hardy Toll Road will be closed in both
directions to remove the toll plazas. On
July 18, cash will no longer be accepted
on the toll road.

Timeline: January 2015-first quarter
2017

Cost: $95 million
Funding sources: Harris County Toll
Road Authority

Other transportation projects
Project description

Estimated timeline

Tamina Road in Montgomery County Precinct 4 will be widened from two to
four lanes from David Memorial Drive to Main Street. The project will also
re-grade the road ditches and improve the railroad crossing at Main Street.

TBA

There are plans to convert the Woodlands Parkway and Robinson Road
intersection at I-45 to a single-point urban interchange, including frontage
road U-turn lanes. The project is expected to improve traffic flow and mobility
at the intersection and will be funded through TxDOT and Montgomery County.

TBA

Another left-turn lane will be added from westbound FM 1488 to southbound
Kuykendahl Road in Precinct 2 as well as another left-turn lane from
northbound Kuykendahl Road to westbound FM 1488. The project is expected
to increase traffic flow through the intersection, reduce congestion and provide
safer movement. It will be funded by last November’s county bond election.

TBA
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No construction

2

Build Old Conroe Road
extension with two-lanes

3

Build Old Conroe Road
extension with four-lanes

4

Build Old Conroe Road
extension with two lanes
and Peoples Road with
two lanes
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Build Old Conroe Road
extension with two lanes
and Peoples Road with
four lanes
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Map not to scale
Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

are trying to see if we can figure out
another way to get out [through] the
back of Carriage Hills.”
Once built, the extension projects
would provide an alternative route to
I-45 for residents commuting to Conroe from south Montgomery County,
said Tommy Woolley, Conroe assistant

director of projects and transportation.
“The project would reduce traffic congestion on traffic on I-45 by providing
an alternative north-south connection,”
Woolley said.
The study was expected to be completed by Houston-based Brown & Gay
Engineers in late June.

FACT:

Social and emotional intelligence
may be the most important determinant
of a child’s future success.
BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Being school-ready is just
the beginning.
TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR AT PRIMROSESCHOOLS.COM
Primrose School of Harmony | 281.907.6900
Primrose School of Imperial Oaks | 281.364.7400
Primrose School of Spring-Klein | 281.350.9595
Primrose School of The Woodlands at College Park | 936.321.5900
Primrose School of The Woodlands at Creekside Park | 281.351.7300
Primrose School of The Woodlands at Sterling Ridge | 281.681.3500

in g R d .
G o sl

Mobility initiatives continue to pick
up steam in Montgomery County as a
study evaluating the effects of extensions to Old Conroe and Peoples roads
to South Loop 336 moves forward.
The $32,620 study was approved
by Commissioners Court on May 24
and will evaluate an extension of Old
Conroe Road from Park Avenue to Sgt.
Ed Holcomb Blvd. and an extension of
Peoples Road from FM 1488 to Sgt. Ed
Holcomb Blvd., Precinct 2 Commissioner Charlie Riley said. Both roads
are located within Conroe city limits or
extraterritorial jurisdiction, or land that
can be annexed by the city.
Riley said the study will evaluate the
effect each extension would have on
traffic congestion on FM 1488 as well
as construction cost factors—such as
bridges over flood plains and the San
Jacinto River—to determine which
road project is most beneficial and
financially feasible to complete.
“We are trying to figure out which

one of these roads would be the best to
concentrate on right now,” Riley said.
“We are looking at the impact at the
intersection of FM 1488 and Carriage
Hills Boulevard and looking at the
impact of Old Conroe Road and
FM 1488.”
Riley said the Old Conroe Road
extension would benefit the Road Oak
Ranch and Fosters Ridge subdivisions.
“I am trying to find another way
out for folks living on Old Conroe
Road,” Riley said. “There [are] more
than 2,800 new homes being built [in
Fosters Ridge]. There is only one way
in and one way out, and that is through
Old Conroe Road to FM 1488.”
Riley said the Peoples Road extension would also alleviate traffic congestion and improve safety in the Carriage
Hills subdivision, which can only be
accessed through FM 1488.
“Basically, it is the same thing going
on with one way in and one way out,”
Riley said. “With all of the development going on at that intersection, we

e
ak

Carriage Hills Blvd.

By Jesse Mendoza

Possible road
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Montgomery County evaluates Old
Conroe Road, Peoples Road extensions

The study will evaluate the mobility effects
and cost of building an extension of Old
Conroe and Peoples roads by 2026. The
study will evaluate five possible scenarios.
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ALL THE POSSIBILITIES
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Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning® are registered
trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See
primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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We specialize in

• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • PAINTING

Over 30 years of Professional Service

TIME FOR AN A/C TUNE UP?

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

“I taught my boys to take care of their
customers like they take care of their Mother!”

$69

Tune-Up!
(Regular $89)

WHY TUNE UP
YOUR A/C?

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

PEACE OF MIND!

Fix it Once. Fix it Right.

We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF

$25 OFF

$50 OFF

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 8/10/16

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 8/10/16

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 8/10/16

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

Any Plumbing
Service

Any A/C
Service

Beautiful Finish. Every Time.

Any Painting
Service
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BRIEFS

The Woodlands will be promoted as a destination for the Texas Renaissance Festival.
By Marie Leonard

By Beth Marshall

Canopy, a cancer survivorship
center, officially opened July 5
at Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital.
The state-of-the-art facility is a
3,000-square-foot sanctuary where
cancer survivors and their caregivers have access to support groups,
counseling services, a demonstration kitchen, fitness and art therapy
classes, online medical research
libraries and massage therapy.
“Together, we want to support
those battling cancer—no matter
where they are being treated or where
they are in the course of their journey—by offering free programs and
services that enhance their quality
of life,” said Josh Urban, senior vice
president and CEO of Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital.
Medical Plaza Dr.
Pinecroft Dr.

The Texas Renaissance Festival
will promote The Woodlands as a
destination partner for this fall’s
eight-week annual festival season.
The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau approved a $7,500 oneyear sponsorship with the festival
June 8. The agreement includes the
promotion of The Woodlands on the
festival’s website, social media pages
and in targeted radio, TV, digital and
print advertising.
In return, The Woodlands CVB
and participating member hotels will
promote the festival’s logo, dates of

operation and website online and in
appropriate promotional materials to
attract guests who will stay overnight.
“There truly is not a lot of a hotel
infrastructure around [the festival],”
CVB board chairman Gordy Bunch
said. “We want to make sure people
are aware we are the coolest, closest
place to come.”
The festival is expected to draw
600,000 visitors for the 2016 season.
Approximately 25 percent of visitors
are from outside the Greater Houston
area, including Austin, Waco, San
Antonio and Beaumont. An average of
100,000 festival attendees are in need of
a hotel each year, according to festival
representatives.
TRF representatives also proposed
using The Woodlands Express buses
as a way to offer park and ride shuttle
service to and from the festival. However, The Woodlands Township board
of directors must approve that item.
The Texas Renaissance Festival
began in 1974 and lasts for eight
weeks every fall. The festival is held
roughly 25 miles northwest of The
Woodlands in Todd Mission.

Memorial Hermann unveils new
cancer survivorship center

45

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

Courtesy Texas Renaissance Festival

Texas Renaissance Festival
approves sponsorship with CVB

Josh Urban, CEO of Memorial Hermann The
Woodlands, welcomes visitors to Canopy.

Canopy features a private dressing
area for breast prosthesis and bra fittings as well as a wig salon. The space
is also available for head-shaving parties for patients and their loved ones.
Drop-in hours for Canopy are
scheduled from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m.3 p.m. on Friday.
CANOPY
1120 Medical Plaza Drive, Medical
Plaza 1, Ste. 250, The Woodlands
713-897-2300
www.thewoodlandscanopy.org

Conroe ISD increases starting teacher salary to $51,500 for 2016-17
By Beth Marshall

The Conroe ISD board of trustees unanimously
approved pay raises and stipends proposed by
district administration officials during its regular
meeting June 21.
The approved raises were recommended by the
Texas Association of School Boards Compensation
Group earlier this spring and include a 3 percent
general pay increase on the midpoint salary. The newly

approved teacher hiring schedule, employee raises and
stipends result in a starting teacher salary of $51,500,
up from $50,000 in 2015-16.
“Due to the district’s strong financial standing, we
are able to offer a healthy raise for our employees while
also meeting our budget proposal for the 2016-17
year,” CISD Chief Financial Officer Darrin Rice said.
District officials said these adjustments will keep
CISD competitive with peer school districts.

Existing teachers will receive a salary increase of
$1,650 or more next year, and total teacher salaries
will increase by approximately $7.5 million. Nonteacher salary increases, as recommended by the
Texas Association of School Boards, total approximately $4.2 million.
The 2016-17 CISD budget is scheduled to be presented to the board of trustees for consideration at
its regularly scheduled meeting in August.
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Who do you turn to when you have an
estate, business or tax issue
You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for
over twenty-five years as a large firm partner and as the owner of a
boutique firm.
We provide counsel and expertise on:

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and Disability Planning
Documents
• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning
• Probate, Estate Administration and Trust
administration
• Business Planning and Exit Strategies
• Business, Family, Estate and Trust Litigation
• Asset Protection and Charitable Planning

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

*
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW
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TxDOT reviews Grand Parkway construction
after flooding in nearby Fox Run subdivision
By Beth Marshall
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Parkway has created flooding
issues.
Additionally, Montgomery County was unable to
comment on the matter as of
press time.
Fleming said he enjoys the
convenience of new amenities, such as grocery stores,
restaurants and doctor’s
offices popping up in the Fox
Run area.
“I personally love it,” he
said. “As a homeowner out
here, instead of having to go
all the way down Rayford
Road [and] all the way to the
other side of the freeway to
Sawdust [Road], I have Kroger now [and] H-E-B. It just

.

said Raquelle Lewis, TxDOT
communications and public
information manager. The
Grand Parkway was no
exception.
“The area has experienced
multiple significant rainfall events since the project
opened to traffic and several
last summer during the
construction phase,” Lewis
said. “These historic rainfall
events present challenges for
the area with or without the
Grand Parkway project. That
said, TxDOT is performing
a review to ensure that all
appropriate measures were
taken during design and construction to provide for the
safety of the community and
the users of the roadway.”
As of press time, TxDOT
could not comment on any
results of the review or what
the ramifications might be
if construction of the Grand

Floods caused by heavy rainfall from May 26-June 6
damaged homes and businesses in Montgomery County.

d
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Roger Fleming, Fox Run
homeowners association
director and 35-year resident,
never experienced flooding
in his home until this spring
when the area received copious and frequent amounts of
rainfall.
The Fox Run subdivision
was built in the late ‘70s,
Fleming said, and flooding
has not typically been an
issue. However, he and other
residents found water creeping into their homes after
each rainstorm blew through
in April and May.
“The last three times,
[there has been] more water
than I’ve ever seen,” Fleming
said. “I’ve never had water in
my house, but now I’ve had it
four times.”
Fleming said 1.5 inches
of water accumulated in his
home during the historic

rainfall event in mid-April.
Since then, between 2 and 2.5
inches of water accumulated
three more times in late May.
“It’s enough [water] that
I’ve had to replace carpet and
padding four times,” Fleming
said.
Fleming said construction
in the area near the recently
opened Grand Parkway
Segment G could be a contributing factor to the recent
flooding.
“I think it’s because, not
only the amount of rain, but
I think [developers] have
done something to change
the natural flow of water,” he
said.
When the Texas Department of Transportation
builds a road, its system is
designed to have no negative effect on properties,
neighborhoods or streams
in the surrounding area,

FLOODWATER WOES

Discovery Creek

makes it a whole lot easier.”
However, flooding now
remains a risk in the back of
Fleming’s mind.
“What we had here [in
May], I think it’s just a
warning of what’s coming,”
Fleming said. “God forbid
we have another hurricane
hit. I couldn’t imagine what’s
going to happen.”
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$1 BILLION
SOLD

ONE HOME AT A TIME
281-677-3567
kwwoodlands.com
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HARC building new energy-, water-efficient
headquarters in The Woodlands
By Marie Leonard

The Houston Advanced Research Center is building a new headquarters
in The Woodlands, which is set to open in late spring 2017.

potential we have in making
an impact in terms of promoting sustainability science
and policies based on that
information.”
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survey the 3.5-acre site to
determine the greatest diversity
and habitat value, which became
off-limits for development.
“We’re going to come back
in and—for the spaces we
had to clear—we’re going to
do restoration with native
plants,” she said.
Gonzales said the new
building will be a great way to
support HARC’s programs.
“We see it as an integral
part of the organization as
we move forward,” she said.
“We’re excited about the

ar

she said. “We are hoping HARC
can become a center for meetings for other nonprofits working on sustainability issues.”
The new facility will be the
first Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design,
or LEED, Platinum certified
building in The Woodlands
and will be highly energyand water-efficient with an
outdoor solar energy installation, Gonzales said.
“We see HARC as a sustainability organization walking
the walk by not only promoting energy efficiency and
sustainability, but actually
putting it into day-to-day
practice and showing others
how they can do that when
constructing commercial
buildings and operating
them,” Gonzales said.
Prior to beginning design
work, HARC had an ecologist

se

to perform basic research.
However, the organization
shifted its focus in 2001 to
sustainability programs for
air, energy and water.
“[Mitchell] developed a
passion in the early 1970s for
sustainability before that was
even a term that was used as
much as it is today,” Gonzales
said. “He liked to say, ‘If we
can’t support 6 million people
on this planet, what are we
going to do when we have
9 million people?’ in terms of
our ecological systems and
society in general.”
Roughly 35 HARC employees will work in the new
facility, which was designed to
accommodate interdisciplinary
work and collaboration across
programs, Gonzales said.
“We’re also going to have
a large meeting room to facilitate meetings with 60 people,”

Re

Construction on a new
headquarters for the Houston
Advanced Research Center
is expected to be complete
next spring at Research Forest
Drive and Gosling Road in
The Woodlands.
HARC broke ground
in mid-April on the new
18,000-square-foot facility
adjacent to its existing building
at Lone Star College System’s
headquarters, where the nonprofit has rented space since the
mid-1980s.
“[The previous building
was] a wonderful facility, but
it was developed for HARC
when it was a much different
organization,” HARC President Lisa Gonzales said.
HARC was created by
Woodlands founder George
Mitchell in 1982 as a nonprofit technology incubator

Rendering courtesy Houston Advanced Research Center
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YOUR FURNITURE... YOUR WAY!

CUSTOM CHAIRS AND SOFAS AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.
CHOOSE YOUR UNIQUE STYLE, FABRIC AND FINISH!

832•246•8848
26211 I-45, SPRING, TX

Because Everything

WOODLANDSUNIQUE.COM

Embrace

New Homes
from the $200s

Outdoor Living

Nestled among lofty pines in Montgomery
County is Wedgewood Forest, a community that encourages
idyllic days spent outdoors. Boat, fish, hike and explore to
your heart’s content on nearby Lake Conroe. Come home to
Wedgewood Forest’s sparkling lake and resort-style amenities.
It’s all here. It’s all waiting. Embrace a life to be lived outdoors.

•
•
•

Conveniently located on Highway 105
Minutes from dining, shopping & entertainment
Conroe Independent School District

WedgewoodForest.com

FOR UPDATES, LOG ON TODAY & JOIN OUR VIP LIST!

Oil and gas downturn results in slight
decrease in donations to area nonprofits

DONORS
Due to the current energy industry slump, some oil and gas
companies are giving less when it comes to nonprofit donations. Anadarko Petroleum Corporation employees have increased volunteer efforts to offset the slight budget decrease.

UNITED WAY OF GREATER HOUSTON
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what their employees give and what the company
More families are turning to local nonprofits for
gives,” Neeson said. “That’s companies like CB&I,
help since the oil and gas market downturn began
ExxonMobil, Anadarko, Spectra Energy, Memorial
affecting energy corporations and residents of The
Hermann, H-E-B … it’s a really robust list of compaWoodlands and job losses have increased.
nies.”
As a result of the energy industry slump, families
Last year, United Way of Greater Houston saw
who may have previously been donors to Interfaith
an 8 percent increase in donations from health care
of The Woodlands are now in need of the nonprofit’s
organizations, Neeson said.
services, President and CEO Missy Herndon said.
“We are constantly looking at how to attract new
“We have more families coming in than normal
donors and keep existing donors,” she said. “We’ve
this time of year,” Herndon said. “Since January, [we
seen people continue to give even when they might be
have seen] anywhere from an additional 20-40 famuncertain of their personal situation.”
ilies every month, which plays out to an additional
300 service contacts per month.”
New ways of helping
Anne Neeson, vice president of donor relations for
Although Anadarko Petroleum Corporation has
United Way of Greater Houston and a native Housnot been immune to the current downturn, The
tonian, has witnessed many ups and downs in the oil
Woodlands-based oil and gas company recognizes
and gas industry.
the importance of supporting local nonprofits that
“In good times and bad, you see the need rise, but
have been a fixture in The Woodlands for more than
you also see people rise to the occasion to
a decade, according to Stephanie Moreland,
help,” Neeson said. “That’s what’s really
senior public affairs representative for
IN
heartwarming about this city—
Anadarko.
people want to help.”
“We, like most in our indusGOOD TIMES
try,
have been impacted by the
AND BAD, YOU SEE
Diversified donors
current down cycle in oil and
THE NEED RISE, BUT YOU
Having a diverse group of
natural gas prices, which
ALSO SEE PEOPLE RISE TO
corporate donors has helped
began in late 2014,” Moreland
THE OCCASION TO HELP.
alleviate recent caution
said. “As a result, we reduced
from energy sector donors,
our capital investments by
THAT’S WHAT’S REALLY HEARTHerndon said. Looking
almost 50 percent from last
WARMING ABOUT THIS CITY—
ahead to the Celebration of
year, and unfortunately, our
PEOPLE WANT TO HELP.
Excellence Gala in October,
social investments were also
—Anne Neeson, vice president of
Interfaith is actively seeking
reduced year-over-year.”
donor relations for United Way of
sponsors in the community
In place of monetary conGreater Houston
since energy sponsors that would
tributions, however, Anadarko
typically participate are hesitant to
employees have remained supportive
sign on this year.
of local nonprofits through volunteer work
“We really work with our community partners in
and other fundraising efforts, Moreland said. The
all industries to work with us in any way that they’re
corporation’s employees recently completed building
able to,” Herndon said. “Sometimes, that is absotheir 16th Habitat for Humanity home.
lutely funding—because we all need funding in order
“Through the downturn in our industry, we still
to keep the programs going—but it’s also through
raised a company record $2.8 million for United
volunteers and food drives, school supply drives, and
Way of Greater Houston from employee donations
book drives and things like that. When those in-kind and the corporate match,” she said. “Our employees
donations come in, those are things that we don’t
have remained committed to contributing to the
have to go and purchase, so that’s very helpful.”
community by raising money for and volunteering at
About 60 percent of United Way of Greater Houston
organizations, such as the Montgomery County Food
annual revenue comes from energy companies, Neeson
Bank, Habitat for Humanity Montgomery County
said. Not including Montgomery County efforts, the
[and] Junior Achievement of Southeast Texas.”
nonprofit raised $77 million during its last fiscal year.
In Montgomery County alone, United Way was
“We were down 5 percent overall, which we feel
able to raise $5.2 million during its fiscal year 2015-16
like is really good given what was going on in the
campaign, Neeson said. Of that amount, $3.6 million
industry,” Neeson said.
came directly from Montgomery County contribBeyond energy companies, United Way will
utors. The remaining $1.6 million was from people
typically receive donations from other sources, such
living in Montgomery County who work in Houston
as health care organizations, law firms and service
and specified their employee contributions go back
organizations. One of the nonprofit’s biggest contrib- into their local community.
utors is H-E-B, Neeson said.
United Way of Greater Houston receives about 1 mil“If you look at the companies in our community,
lion calls from people in need annually, Neeson said.
there are 16 companies in this whole region that
“There is more of a need, and we’ll see that probcontribute over $1 million or more when you look at
ably more in calendar year 2016 than we did in 2015
By Beth Marshall
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Oil and gas donors

WHERE TO TURN FOR HELP
Montgomery County hosts several nonprofits for people in need of
life’s necessities.
ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
936-760-1151 • assistanceleaguemont-co.org
CHILDREN’S SAFE HARBOR
936-756-4644 • www.childrenssafeharbor.org
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY MONTGOMERY COUNTY
936-441-4663 • www.habitatmctx.org
INTERFAITH OF THE WOODLANDS
281-367-1230 • www.woodlandsinterfaith.org
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOOD BANK
936-539-6686 • www.mcfoodbank.org
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY WOMEN’S CENTER
936-441-4044 • www.mcwctx.org
MONTGOMERY COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES
281-292-6471 • www.youthmc.org
UNITED WAY OF GREATER HOUSTON
713-685-2300 • www.unitedwayhouston.org
Sources: United Way of Greater Houston/Community Impact Newspaper

because it’s just starting,” Neeson said. “A lot of it
relates to job skills and basic needs and being able to
connect services when, maybe, people haven’t needed
those services.”
When clients come to Interfaith, Herndon said the
nonprofit’s goal is to help people stay in their homes
for the next 30 days, giving families time to find
another source of income.
“We have seen an increase in services requested,”
Herndon said. “What we do—on the social services
side of Interfaith—is assist families in need, and
that’s the families that are in short-term crisis. That
could be the loss of a job or a major expense that
takes away money that they normally would use for
their rent or mortgage.”
Despite the current downturn, Herndon said she
feels blessed to serve in The Woodlands community.
“People are so supportive, and they come and help in
any way that they’re able to,” she said.
Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com
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It PAYS to bank with Benchmark
When you
open a new
consumer account
with Benchmark Bank
you are eligible to receive

$500

Maximum per household address

$100
For each
ACH Credit
(Payroll Direct
Deposit)

$50
For each
ACH Debit
(Recurring
Payments)

For more information
call 832.381.1030
Incentive will be payable in a Visa® Gift Card. Visit or call Benchmark Bank for complete details.
2501 Research Forest Dr. Ste. A, The Woodlands, TX 77381

LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS
...Where Smiles Are Contagious!
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Childhood OBESITY in Texas

HEALTH CARE

CISD, YMCAs combat childhood obesity

To learn more about Kamp K’aana
enrollment, visit
www.ymcahouston.org/
youth-wellness

*Data includes the District of Columbia

4.1 PERCENT of 10-17 year olds in Texas are
UNDERWEIGHT in the fourth percentile or lower
36.6 PERCENT of 10-17 year olds in Texas are

OVERWEIGHT OR OBESE in the 85th percentile or higher

59.3 PERCENT of 10-17 year olds in Texas are at a
HEALTHY WEIGHT in the fifth-84th percentile

Source: Data Research Center for Child and Adolescent Health/Community Impact Newspaper

Menu options in
CONROE ISD
(2016-17 school year)

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES:
Apple slices
Baby carrots
Bananas
Broccoli
Celery sticks
Grapes
Romaine lettuce salad
Orange wedges
Strawberries

ENTREES:
Baked chicken drumstick
Baked chicken sandwich on whole wheat bun
Cheeseburger on a whole-wheat bun
Chef salad
Fruit and yogurt plate
Grilled chicken salad
Orange chicken lo mein
Pulled pork sandwich on a whole-wheat bun
Reduced fat cheese enchiladas
Reduced fat cheese lasagna
Whole-grain chicken tenders
Whole-grain pizza
Whole-grain soft beef taco
Whole-grain steak fingers
Whole-grain turkey sub

Source: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

KAMP K’AANA AT CAMP CULLEN

A group of campers ride horses during Kamp K’aana at Camp Cullen in June.

Kamp K’aana at Camp Cullen
460 Cullen Loop, Ste. A,
Trinity
936-594-2274

Thy Ho-Pham, community health
manager for the YMCA of Greater
Houston, leads a nutrition lesson.

Loo
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YMCA camp counselor Rose Bennett
(left) and camper Savannah Dawkins
complete a ceramics class.

llen

Kamp K’aana
The YMCA of Greater
Houston hosts Kamp K’aana
at Camp Cullen in Trinity,
Texas and recently completed
this year’s program. Camp
lasts two weeks every summer
and is geared toward helping

campers make healthy habits
to take home.
“During camp, they get
a lot of the experiences of a
traditional sleepaway camp
like horseback riding, archery,
all those fun experiences,”
said Thy Ho-Pham, community health manager for the
YMCA of Greater Houston.
“They also get behavioral
lessons and nutrition lessons.
We teach them how to read
labels, what a colorful and
healthy plate looks like [and]
how to change behaviors in
terms of choosing certain
foods over others.”
Any child age 10-14 with
a BMI greater than the 95th
percentile for gender and age is
eligible to attend Kamp K’aana.
“We want to really encourage kids to eat a healthy plate
by modeling that for them
and educating them on what
a healthy plate looks like,”
said Lharrissa Jacobs, director
of community health for the
YMCA of Greater Houston.
Student Trent Smith is
going into fifth grade and
attended Kamp K’aana in
June. He said he enjoyed all
the activities at camp.
“We’ve done paintballing,
wilderness survival, geology,
dancing, pottery, arts and
crafts and horseback riding,”
Smith said.
Jacobs recommends children
spend a minimum of one hour
each day being active. The
Woodlands Family YMCAs
at Shadowbend and Branch
Crossing both offer summer
day camps, sports clinics
and youth and family fitness
classes, such as family indoor
cycling and Zumba.
“If a child is in a category of
being above healthy weight,
we have many opportunities
at the YMCA for that child
and the whole family to really
get healthy, be more active
and embrace healthy living,”
Jacobs said.

Waltz Rd.

Making healthy choices
Flanagan said children with
two obese parents have a
75-80 percent chance of
becoming obese.
“That’s kind of hard to work
against,” he said. “If you have
just one [obese parent], the
numbers come down to 40 or
50 percent, but it still makes it
a tough thing to work against.”
Side effects of obesity can
be both psychological and
physical, Flanagan said. Obese
children are at a higher risk of
developing complications with
their pulmonary, muscular
and skeletal systems. This

can include sleep apnea, high
blood pressure, joint and
muscle pain, and an increased
risk for congestive heart failure
or stroke.
Grappling with depression
and low self-esteem can also
become an issue.
“As pediatricians, we probably could do a better job at
motivational speaking to get
[children] where they want
to [get healthy],” Flanagan
said. “Every time I bring it up,
I’m met with, ‘This is how it’s
always been; it’s so hard to get
fresh fruits and vegetables;
[they’re] busy [with] school.’”
Robyn Hughes, director
of child nutrition for Conroe
ISD said meals provided by
the district meet all federal
nutrition standards, including
strict calorie, fat and sodium
restrictions.
“Whole grains are offered at
each meal as well as a choice
of 1 percent or skim milk,”
Hughes said. “No fryers are
used in the preparation of
foods in the kitchens. Students
may purchase a complete meal,
which includes a protein, grain,
vegetable, fruit and milk.”
Students in grades seven
to 12 have a la carte entree
options, such as whole-grain
pizza, cheeseburgers with
whole-wheat buns, baked
chicken sandwiches, wholegrain chicken tenders, baked
fries and chips, reduced fat
whole-grain cookies and
reduced fat ice cream, Hughes
said. All menu items meet
federal nutrition standards.
“The only outside vendors
are Pizza Hut and Domino’s,”
Hughes said. “They have to
meet the same nutrition standards as the food prepared by
CISD. The pizza is reduced
fat, reduced sodium and
whole grain.”
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Texas ranks 47th among
50 states and the District of
Columbia in the percentage
of children ages 10-17 who
are considered overweight
or obese, according to the
Data Resource Center for
Child and Adolescent Health.
Approximately 36 percent
of Texas children are overweight, according to the
resource center.
For children under the
age of 18, body mass index is
calculated according to age
and gender due to growth
and development that occurs
during a child’s formative
years. To be considered overweight or obese, a child must
have a BMI equal to or greater
than the 85th percentile for his
or her age.
To combat childhood
obesity, Conroe ISD provides
healthy meal options, and
local YMCAs offer year-round
programs and summer camps
that promote youth wellness.
“The main thing is nutrition and decreased physical
activity,” said Roland Flanagan, a pediatrician at Texas
Children’s Pediatrics in The
Woodlands. “It’s a society
problem. It’s a problem with
kids coming home from
school and watching TV or
playing video games … We’ve
just been engineered to work
less. The ease in lifestyle has
caused us to work less and
spend less energy.”

Photos by Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

By Beth Marshall

In Texas, about one-third of children ages 10-17 are considered overweight or obese, according to the Data Research
Center for Child and Adolescent Health.

Taylor Cemetery Rd.
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CRIME

By Hannah Zedaker

In preparation for Super
Bowl LI next February in
Houston, the Montgomery
County Coalition Against
Human Trafficking is
working to train and educate
county officials for the anticipated increase in human trafficking activity in the Greater
Houston area.
Human trafficking is
defined as the illegal movement of people, typically
for the purposes of forced
labor or commercial sexual
exploitation. Statistics indicate year after year that the
Super Bowl host city experiences a significant increase
in human trafficking activity
before, during and after the
game, Montgomery County
Chief Prosecutor Tyler Dunman said.
“You have a lot of money,
international travel and
events coming into one
area for the Super Bowl, so
traffickers play upon that and
begin prostituting out their
victims in that area to make
as much money as they can,”
Dunman said. “So you’ll
have traffickers that literally
will come from all around
the country to infiltrate the
city where the Super Bowl is
happening and try to capitalize on it.”
Trafficking task forces
A countywide coalition

consisting of 28 governmental and nongovernmental
entities, MCCAHT formed in
2015 following a large-scale
human trafficking case that
developed within the county.
“I think it’s one of those
things that the public, in
general, just doesn’t believe
happens,” Dunman said. “It’s
kind of where we used to be
with sexual assault of children—the general public just
couldn’t wrap their minds
around that sort of thing. But
unfortunately, the demand
that exists for individuals
who are seeking to have sex
with children or even adults
is so high that it pushes this
kind of criminal behavior.”

“Many people
think that it’s
a poverty issue
or only affects
members of a
certain race or
socio-economic
background, but
it affects all of
these groups.”
—Shani Bacy, Redeemed
Ministries shelter director

One of the organizations
in MCCAHT is the Breaking
the Chains human trafficking
awareness ministry at The
Woodlands United Methodist Church. The ministry

first began in 2013 after Rev.
Susan Kent led a four-week
study with church members
on the subject in 2012.
“Once we became aware of
the types of human trafficking and the prevalence in
our own country, we could
not turn away,” Kent said.
“Human trafficking does not
have geographic boundaries.
Many believe that it occurs
only in poor, developing
countries, but that is simply
not the case. Trafficking can
and does occur in our own
community.”
Human trafficking victims
can be any gender, any age, a
U.S. native or international
citizen and are most often
forced into the labor or sex
industries, statistics indicate.
Dunman said the most
common victims identified
in Montgomery County have
been domestic and international adult females who are
forced into sexual exploitation.
Dunman said there is no
identifiable area of Montgomery County that is more
prone to human trafficking
than others.
Breaking the Chains supports survivors by providing
volunteers, care bags and
financial support to survivor
care facilities, hosting educational events and weekly
prayer group meetings.
“While we want to support
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Human trafficking, defined as the illegal movement of people for forced labor or
commercial sexual exploitation, does not have geographic boundaries.

Average age a teenager enters the
sex trade in the U.S. is

Human trafficking cases
reported in 2016 in Texas:

12-14

141

years old

The National Human Trafficking
Hotline receives
more calls from

Texas

than any other state.

50

percent
of human trafficking
victims are children

80

percent
of human trafficking
victims are women

survivor care, our ultimate
desire is to work our way
upstream to stop the problem
before it begins,” Kent said.
“We can all work together
to end human trafficking.”
One of those survivor
care facilities is Redeemed
Ministries, which opened in
The Woodlands in 2005 and
serves as a short- and longterm restoration facility for
adult women who are human
trafficking survivors. The
rehabilitation process often
includes addressing medical

Human trafficking is a

$32

billion
annual industry

issues as well as mental illness and addiction problems,
said Shani Bacy, director of
Redeemed Ministries’ Assessment Center and Emergency
Shelter.
“Healing can take a very,
very long time,” Bacy said.
“Most of these women’s
trauma began when they were
children, so they have complex trauma that has lasted
years and years of their lives.
It’s a very long process.”
Bacy said two months ago
the organization assisted a

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING
WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

WE ALSO OFFER:

Dog Boarding and Daycare, Dog and Cat Grooming,
Cat Boarding, Horseback Riding Lessons and Parties

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

10% OFF BOARDING
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

11105 Mahaffey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

- Elle Woods

July 8 - 24
Fri. & Sat. at 8 pm
Sundays at 2 pm

Sources: National Human Trafficking Resource Center, DoSomething.Org, Trafficking.Org, Traffick911/Community Impact Newspaper

Montgomery County prepares for spike in
human trafficking surrounding Super Bowl
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Top Industries for human trafficking
Labor trafficking:
domestic work, traveling sales crews, construction,
peddling rings, health and beauty services

Sex trafficking:
strip clubs, commercial-front brothels, online
advertising, residential brothels, street-based

Montgomery County Coalition Against
Human Trafficking was formed in 2015
following a large-scale human trafficking
case that developed within the county. The
organization is made up of 28 governmental

What to l

k for:

According to Traffick911, the following signs are things to look for if human trafficking is suspected.
For a comprehensive list, visit www.traffickingresourcecenter.org.

Malnourished or eats as if
ravenously hungry

Branding or tattoos

Runaway or homeless

Seems disoriented/drugged

Does not know what city he
or she is in and travels a lot

Older, controlling person in his
or her life (ex: boyfriend)

Rough handling, inappropriate
touch, signs of abuse

Fearful, nervous, ashamed

Avoids eye contact

What to do:
Do not approach
suspected victim,
trafficker or buyer

Gather as much
detail as possible
from a distance

Contact 911 and/
or the National
Human Trafficking
Hotline at
1-888-373-7888

Sources: National Human Trafficking Resource Center, DoSomething.Org, Trafficking.Org, Traffick911/Community Impact Newspaper

20-year-old woman who was
a human trafficking victim
pulled from the home of a
gated community in The
Woodlands.
“It reaches all areas of society,” Bacy said. “This issue
has no boundaries, so we’ve
had women [who] have come

into our care from homes
you wouldn’t expect. We’ve
had people who are millionaires whose children have
been trafficked. Many people
think that it’s a poverty issue
or only affects members of
a certain race or socio-economic background, but it

affects all of these groups.”
Super Bowl strategy
MCCAHT meets roughly
four times a year to educate
and discuss strategy for tackling the problem. Montgomery County law enforcement
officers are also trained on

Shop LOCAL.
Save LOCAL.

and non-governmental organizations that
meet four times a year to discuss
strategies to fight human trafficking.

what to look for in recognizing a human trafficker or a
potential trafficking victim.
“When you have a young
victim in human trafficking
who not only gets sexually
assaulted once, but also
gets moved around, kept
from their family, not given
food, water ... the impact on
that victim is just unreal,”
Dunman said. “It’s something that they can’t recover
from; it’s something that
no one should have to go
through.”
At the coalition’s next
meeting Aug. 18, the entities will focus exclusively on
human trafficking surrounding February’s Super Bowl.
The group will train law
enforcement and others on
what areas and websites may
be used to traffic victims as
well as what plans will be
in place to enforce state and
federal law during the event.
In Texas, human trafficking is considered a first-degree felony, punishable from
five years up to life in prison.
“Our Legislature in Texas
over the past five to 10
years has done a great job
of increasing the penalties
for human trafficking and
seeing it as a problem so

that we as the prosecutors
have good tools to use when
we get these types of cases,”
Dunman said. “We can seek
maximum punishments for
these types of offenders, and
that is very productive and
powerful.”
Between the strength
of Texas legislation and
the partnerships of the
MCCAHT, Dunman said
human trafficking can
become obsolete in Montgomery County if everyone
works together.
“It’s absolutely necessary
that we are as aggressive
as we can possibly be with
human traffickers and that
we try to rescue as many
victims as we can because
everyone is a valued person
and deserves to be treated as
such,” he said. “In Montgomery County, we have a great
deal of agencies committed to doing that, and now
they’re partnered with law
enforcement ... That will be
key for us to be successful in
keeping human trafficking
out of the county.”
Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com

FIND COUPONS &
SPECIAL OFFERS AT
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HEALTH CARE

By Hannah Zedaker

Miran Emrich, the mother of an
8-year-old boy with autism, moved
from California to The Woodlands
with her family three years ago and
said she was surprised to find a community lacking resources for her son.
Autism and autism spectrum
disorder affect more than 3 million
individuals in the U.S. and are among
the fastest-growing developmental
disorders in the country, according to
the organization Autism Speaks.
Despite this trend, only a handful
of therapy centers for children with
autism are available within Montgomery County lines.

“There’s a big need for
[autism therapy centers],
and there are enough
kids to go around for
everyone”
—Jessica Cordova, Autism House owner

“Autism is a big phenomenon in the
country, and the providers in California, New York and Boston offer better,
newer and innovative therapy methods,” Emrich said. “There’s very little
to no information on those therapy
methods in Texas overall.”
Facility limitations
Not only is the community lacking
different types of therapy for children
with autism, but many of the facilities
that do exist have also reached capacity and have long waiting lists, local
business owners said. In addition,
many children have to travel to the
clinics from as far as Bellaire, Huntsville and Katy.
“There’s a big need for [autism
therapy centers], and there are enough
kids to go around for everyone,”
Autism House owner Jessica Cordova
said. “I have seen other businesses
pop up recently that are similar [to
Autism House] or are geared toward
special needs, but I think that there’s
still such a need out there that it hasn’t
hurt business for us at all. We just
try to help as many [children] as we
can, and I’m sure the other places are
trying to do the same.”
Autism House is a therapy center for
children ages 2-12 located in Magnolia

that was founded by Cordova in 2011.
The facility provides one-on-one
Applied Behavior Analysis therapy,
which works on skills individuals with
autism need to learn before they are
able to attend regular school.
“Kids with autism tend to have
social deficits, and a lot of times they
have behavior problems and they don’t
understand how to communicate,”
Cordova said. “So we teach all of those
things—things that come naturally to
a kid without autism.”
The facility can accommodate up
to 25 children and has a waiting list.
Cordova is in the process of adding
space for 15-20 children by renovating
the garage of the refurbished house
Autism House relocated to at the
beginning of the year.
“Now that people are more aware,
we can get kids diagnosed sooner
and get them in to see us at younger
ages, and what we’ve seen is that
early intervention is really the key,”
Cordova said. “A lot of the [earlier-diagnosed children] are able to go to
regular pre-school or kindergarten,
and that’s really our goal. We don’t
want them to be here forever; we want
them to transition and go on to be the
most successful versions of themselves
that they can be.”
The Learning Lane, similar to
Autism House, is a clinic that also
provides ABA therapy in a classroom
setting for children ages 1-7. The
facility first opened in The Woodlands
in 2007 and provides inclusion and
shadowing services as well, which
aid in the transition process between
therapy and school.
“I think we do a nice job of slowly
integrating kids into regular classes
with lots of support and then trying to
pull back as much support as we can
so that they can do it on their own,”
Program Director Stephanie Hulshof
said. “I don’t know that there’s many
places around here that do that.”
The Learning Lane also provides
training for parents so that children
with autism can continue working on
skills at home.
Autism age gap
The owners, who also own The
Woodlands Young Learners Academy
and Linder Young Learners Academy,
are planning to open a new location

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

Rise in autism prevalence causing
more demand for local services

Circle time at Autism House helps children get accustomed to learning in a school environment.

BY THE NUMBERS

According to the organization Autism Speaks:
Autism affects an estimated

1 out of every 42 boys
and

1 out of every 189 girls

Autism affects more than

3 million

individuals in the U.S.

Statistics suggest that
autism prevalence
rates have
Boys are nearly

5 times more likely

than girls to have autism
Autism costs a U.S.
family an average of

$60,000 a year

increased
10-17 percent

annually in recent years

Autism affects

1 out of every 68
children in the U.S.

Source: Autism Speaks/Community Impact Newspaper

in Oak Ridge North in early 2017.
The new facility will serve not only as
an additional preschool but will also
host the main operations of the clinic,
allowing for inclusion and shadowing
services to take place in one location.
“We’ve been trying to figure out
how to expand services to older kids
because there’s a deficit with the
kids once they get out of the 7- to
8-year-old range,” The Learning
Lane co-owner Ed Zeigler said. “So
we’re looking at expanding our services to older kids, and we encourage more and different opportunities for other services for autistic
kids to come to the area because our
program doesn’t meet the needs of
everyone.”
Three years ago, Emrich along with
Cathy Bleakly, a fellow mother to a
child with autism, founded AutismShare—a local support group for families with autistic children. The organization—made up of 300 registered
members—hosts awareness events,

caregiver training sessions, summer
camp for children with autism and
bi-monthly support meetings.
The group is hoping to open a new
facility for individuals with autism
called Club Autism in an effort to
expand resources to adults with
autism.
“All autistic individuals can come to
join fitness sessions, social skills activities, job training, home-school groups
and more,” Emrich said. “We even
hope to build dormitories in the future
for them to live in the same place.”
Through continued education and
awareness, Emrich said she hopes a
community full of opportunity will
be in her son’s future.
“Autistic children become adults,
and they are still affected by autism,”
Emrich said. “My child will be an
adult one day, and I want to make
sure that he will not be forgotten.
Nothing comes easy when you have
an autistic child. It is exhausting and
lonely, but the reward is sweeter.”
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SPRING CREEK

TOWNSHIP

The Woodlands forms
task force to address
drainage concerns

Watershed

There are several monitoring stations along portions of the Spring
Creek watershed but none in The Woodlands. If gauges are put into
place in The Woodlands, they could be monitored by the San Jacinto
River Authority once its radio tower technology is expanded.
LAKE CONROE

Harris and
Montgomery counties

By Marie Leonard

The Woodlands Township approved the formation
June 22 of a task force to study short- and long-term
community drainage concerns in response to historic
flooding events this spring.
There is no single agency responsible for planning,
managing and maintaining the drainage system in The
Woodlands, but the township wants to address issues
of concern, board Chairman Ed Robb said.
“We’re too fragmented, in my opinion,” he said.
“We’ve had unprecedented growth that has an effect
upon the water and runoff, and now we’ve had
unprecedented rain. We’ve had a lack of adequate
funding, and we probably have a system that’s a bit
antiquated in the terms of the way it’s fragmented.”
Flood mitigation
The township’s task force will consist of
14 individuals, including representatives from The
Woodlands Joint Powers Agency, four municipal
utility districts, Montgomery County precincts 2
and 3, The Woodlands Development Company, the
township, village associations and the San Jacinto
River Authority.
The task force will be charged with focusing on
how to improve short- and long-term performance
of existing drainage systems. Its members will also
assure that drainage systems in adjacent growth
areas will not negatively affect property in The
Woodlands, according to the township.
During storms this spring, 25 properties, including one church and one high school, in The Woodlands sustained floodwater damage, Robb said.
The brunt of the heavy rainfall affected the
Village of Creekside Park, resulting in the closure
of Kuykendahl and Gosling roads on May 28 near
Spring Creek due to high floodwater.
There are a number of government agencies that
have some authority over the Spring Creek watershed drainage area and stormwater flooding, but no
one agency is responsible for the entire watershed.
In addition, there is no equivalent in Montgomery
County to the Harris County Flood Control District, which has functional and legal responsibilities
for flood planning and warning in Harris County.
“The most important priority I hear from people
is to at least have some kind of early warning alert,”
township Director Mike Bass said. “When Kuykendahl [Road] had three feet of water over it during the
May flood, the only way we found out about that was
when one of Commissioner [James] Noack’s people
was driving north into Montgomery County.”
Resident feedback
A number of residents attended the township’s
board of directors meeting June 22 to express concerns regarding flooding and support for the new
task force.

CONROE
TOMBALL

Spring Creek

SPRING

TOMBALL

PORTER

Willow Creek

HOCKLEY

WESTFIELD HUMBLE
CYPRESS
LAKE HOUSTON
SHELDON

Kent Maggert, director for MUD No. 36 in the
Village of Grogan’s Mill, said his community fared
well during the spring storms and only experienced
street flooding.
However, the MUD has spent roughly $400,000 on
ditch rehabilitation in the last seven years and mows
six times a year to aid in flood mitigation efforts,
Maggert said.
“When you have 2 or 3 feet of weeds in the bottom of the ditch that restricts the flow [of rainwater], then you end up with 2 or 3 feet of stilt and the

“THE MOST IMPORTANT
PRIORITY I HEAR FROM PEOPLE
IS TO AT LEAST HAVE SOME
KIND OF EARLY WARNING
ALERT.”
—Mike Bass, The Woodlands Township director

design capacity goes down,” he said.
Due to the flooding in Creekside Park, there were
at least six homes in Timarron Lakes with water
damage and more homes with water in or near
the garages, said Nancy Becker, president of the
Creekside Park Village Association.
“This [event] highlighted that additional planning
needs to be made before a situation like this happens
again,” she said. “Residents reported storm sewers
stopped functioning, and water was backing up
through the streets of Timarron and Timarron Lakes
due to the rise of Spring Creek. Due to the flooding,
we lost one of two water plants necessitating Stage 3
water restrictions.”
Christ Church United Methodist on Research Forest Drive experienced flood damage three times over
the course of nine weeks this spring, senior pastor
Dan Hannon said.
“I believe there is a systemic issue of the care and
maintenance of our culvert and drainage systems
over the rapid growth that has occurred in our
community,” he said. “I think there needs to be an
opportunity to look at those.”

Rivers/creeks

Monitoring station

Drainage

IN THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP
A number of governmental agencies have various roles and
responsibilities for the Spring Creek watershed drainage area
and stormwater flooding, including the following. However,
there may be overlapping roles or gaps in responsibilities:
• San Jacinto River
Authority

• MUD No. 386

• Harris County Flood
Control District

• U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

• Montgomery County

• Federal Emergency
Management Agency

• Harris County
• 10 municipal utility
districts serving The
Woodlands

• U.S. Geological Survey

• Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality
• Texas Water Board

• The Woodlands Joint
Powers Agency
Sources: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

Proposed flood study
The SJRA, Montgomery County and the city of
Conroe requested funding in mid-June from the
Texas Water Development Board for a flood mitigation study of the West Fork San Jacinto River
watershed.
“We’ve been working on this for about four to six
months,” SJRA General Manager Jace Houston said.
“It will help us do a better job estimating how our
different streams react to different rainfalls.”
If approved by the TWDB, the study will be partially funded by $2 million made available by the state
Legislature for flood mitigation projects. The remaining funds would come from the SJRA, Montgomery
County and the city of Conroe. There are two parts to
the proposed study: flood protection planning studies
and flood early warning systems.
“On the protection planning side, they update
the typography and use that data to update rainfall
runoff models,” Houston said. “If an inch of rain falls
in this geographic area, how will it flow from when it
first hits the ground and makes its way to a stream?”
Although the township is not an official member
of the study, several township directors expressed
interest in participating in future phases.
“We may not have statutory authority, but we recognize we can do more if we partner with the MUDs
and SJRA,” Bass said.
Houston said the second phase of the study may be
implemented in other parts of the county.
“We have a project to increase the height and technology of the radio tower,” he said. “Once I upgrade
the size of our tower, I’m going to do a communications path study to see if I can reach [flood] gages in
other parts of the county. Once we get that communications backbone in place, we can put gauges in any
place I can reach from that tower.”
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COUNTY

Montgomery County, The Woodlands
Township continue mosquito testing
By Abigail Loop

Officials with Montgomery
County and The Woodlands
Township are completing mosquito testing and surveying for
diseases after some trappings
yielded positive results for the
West Nile virus.
Township Environmental Services Manager John
Geiger said the township
recently performed surveillance in The Woodlands. To
date, the tests have produced
three positive West Nile
virus results in The Woodlands: two positive results in
the Village of Alden Bridge
and one in the Village of
Grogan’s Mill. Trappings in
Shenandoah by Montgomery
County also tested positive
for the West Nile virus.
“[West Nile virus] is a
concern and has been here
for years now,” Geiger said.
“There is no way of predicting

how many more [cases] we’ll
get this year.”
Geiger said while there have
been no positive results for
the Zika virus, officials are
still taking precautions.
“We’re taking extra steps
for the Zika virus as well—the
conditions are possible for
the virus to develop here,”
he said. “We will continue
spraying until disease activity
ends, which will be about late
October.”
According to the Texas
Department of State Health
Services, Texas has had
41 reported cases of the Zika
virus since June. In addition,
Texas reported a total of 252
cases of the West Nile virus in
2015.
Justin Faucek, director of
the Montgomery County Precinct 3 mosquito abatement
program, said county officials

are having an easier time
detecting diseases due to new
in-house testing that allows
them to work more quickly.
The program is in charge of
trapping and testing mosquitoes for diseases and spraying
for adult mosquitoes.
“We now have [a] faster
response time with the equipment we have, and we don’t
have to send it somewhere
else to be tested,” Faucek said.
“We’ve found a few positives
for West Nile in the testing,
and we’re going to continue
testing for the virus.”
Faucek said that although
the Zika virus has not been
found locally, he is operating
under the impression that
the virus will get to the area
eventually.
“We want residents to wear
insect repellent and get rid of
freestanding water,” he said.

p r ot e c t i o n g u i d e

Residents of The Woodlands can take the following steps to minimize the
possibility of mosquitoes breeding in their yards.
Check for standing water and empty
containers to reduce mosquito-breeding sites.
Standing water is a habitat for mosquitoes to lay eggs.

Inspect yards and dump out water from
household containers.

Irrigations systems should be turned off for
at least a week following a heavy rain event.

Properly maintain swimming pools, spas and pumps.

Avoid being outside between dusk and dawn when
disease-carrying mosquitoes are most active.

Use insect repellent when working or playing outdoors.

If outdoors, wear loose, long, light-colored clothing.

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

60” Windmill Fan –
Oiled Bronze Finish with
Weathered Oak Blades.
Also available in 72”.

Look what just BLEW into town.
Anthology Lighting offers a wide range
of ceiling fans that can transform the look of
your home both inside and out. Whether it’s
modern or casual, traditional or contemporary,
there’s a fan to fit any décor and any budget.
Magnolia 32411 FM 2978, Suite A
281-298-5200 AnthologyLighting.com
Follow us on Facebook
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CITY & COUNTY

News from Shenandoah and Harris County

Shenandoah City Council
considers police department
projects at workshop
SHENANDOAH Shenandoah City Council discussed
various capital projects,
including police department
equipment and public works
requests, at a regular workshop meeting June 8.
The implementation of
police body-worn cameras was
one consideration discussed
at the meeting. The council
has been in talks to purchase
the highly scrutinized devices
since last year.
“It’s new technology that
will help protect the officers
from false accusations,” City
Administrator Greg Smith
said. “It also is protection
during encounters with police
officers. Everybody should
have a body camera if we’re
going to use them. Everybody
is subject to getting into
a situation where a body camera should be used.”
Over the past year, the
Shenandoah Police Department has experimented with

Compiled by Danica Smithwick and Hannah Zedaker

Harris County commissioners
show support for dedicating
Grand Parkway to Bob Lanier

GLASSES
SHOULDER

NECK
different body
cameras to see
which device works CHEST
best for its officers.
According to Smith,
WatchGuard is the
brand the city is
considering, and it
would cost $19,000
to outfit the entire
force—not including data storage
costs that could
run an additional
$19,600.
Smith said it
is unlikely body
cameras will
be discussed again until
the council can see what
potential changes regarding
the technology come about
during the next state Legislative session.
The council also discussed
an update on the change
in policy made in 2015 to
replace police department
Chevy Tahoes after four

S OF
TYPDE
BO Y-WORN
CAMERAS
years instead of three, adding
a community resource officer
to the force and purchasing
a new interview camera
system.
The council also requested
to return to purchasing
Chevy Tahoes instead of
Ford Explorers for the
department’s future fleet of
vehicles.

HARRIS COUNTY The
Texas Transportation Commission approved the dedication of portions of the Grand
Parkway to the late former
Houston Mayor Bob Lanier
on June 30. Harris County
commissioners also voted in
support of the proposal
June 14.
Lanier, who served as mayor
from 1992-96, died in December 2014 at age 89. He played a
huge role in making the third
freeway loop around the city
possible, Harris County Judge
Ed Emmett said.
“The Grand Parkway was, as
far as I know, completely Bob
Lanier’s idea,” Emmett said.
“He came and explained to
E
me why we had to have this
system. It was a concept
that nobody had ever
D
thought of.”
The proposal to rededicate the parkway was organized by the Texas Department of Transportation in

collaboration with local officials. Overhead signs will still
read “State Highway 99/Grand
Parkway,” but additional signs
in Lanier’s memory will be
erected on the side of the road,
TxDOT public information
officer Danny Perez said.
Fort Bend, Montgomery
and Brazoria counties are also
considering the measure.

A grand plan
Plans are in the works to dedicate
portions of the Grand Parkway after
former Houston mayor Bob Lanier.
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Meetings
The Woodlands Township

Typically meets the fourth Wednesday
of the month at 6 p.m. and third Thursday
of the month at 10 a.m.
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
Meeting dates: July 21, 27

Montgomery County
Commissioners Court

Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month.
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe
www.mctx.org

Oak Ridge North City Council

Shenandoah City Council

27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North
www.oakridgenorth.com

29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah
www.shenandoahtx.us

Meeting dates: July 25, Aug. 8

Meeting dates: July 27, Aug. 10

Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth
Monday of every month.

Meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of every month.

Meeting dates: July 26, Aug. 9

WORKING TOGETHER TO

CREATE MARKETING & NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES,
ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT,
ADVOCATE FOR YOUR BUSINESS &
SUPPORT CHARITABLE CAUSES.
Join & engage in our network of over 1,800 members ranging from
home-based businesses to corporate headquarters.

www.WoodlandsChamber.org | 281.367.5777
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SHSU - The Woodlands Center
Where your degree is right around the corner!
Complete your degree at SHSU-The Woodlands Center, a
location close to home with classes that work around your
schedule! We offer 20 upper-level undergraduate degrees in
a wide range of disciplines as well as 17 graduate programs
from our award-winning university - and it’s all nearby.
Come discover why it’s never been a better time to
complete your degree - or start a new one!
shsu.edu/woodlands • 936.202.5000
@SHSU_TWC

/SHSUTheWoodlandsCenter

3380 College Park Drive • The Woodlands, TX

Sam Houston State University

INTRODUCING THE LEADERS PACK
OF
THE

WE’VE ASSEMBLED THE BEST BUILDERS IN THE BUSINESS.

Extraordinary forested living is now closer than ever. Presenting the Grand Central Park lineup of luxury homebuilders.
Renowned for their exceptional design, exquisite craftsmanship and tremendous quality, the builders in Grand Central Park
are sure to make your dream home come true.

Drees Custom Homes
Village Builders
Jaeger Homes

Darling Homes
Perry Homes

David Weekley Homes
Coventry Homes

FLOOR PLANS & PRICING AVAILABLE NOW
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HIGHER EDUCATION Focus
Campus carry law takes effect Aug. 1 at four-year public institutions
By Amelia Brust

Universities in the Greater Houston area are
finalizing their policies for campus carry, which
takes effect Aug. 1. The law, known as Senate Bill 11,
permits concealed carrying of handguns on college
campuses and requires public institutions to allow
guns on parts of their campuses with exceptions.
SB 11 takes effect Aug. 1 for four-year institutions
and Aug. 1, 2017, for junior colleges. Open carry,
also known as House Bill 910, which allows license
holders to openly carry holstered handguns in public spaces, is still prohibited at all colleges.
The University of Houston system’s four presidents must sign weapons policies for their respective
locations at the main, downtown, Clear Lake and
Victoria campuses.
As of July 1, Shawn Lindsey, director of media
relations and digital programming, said the main
and downtown campus policies had been signed.
“In drafting our policy, it was not an issue of
whether individuals agreed or disagreed with the
law—our task was to draft a policy that is compliant with the law and protects the health and
safety of the campus community,” said Marcilynn
Burke, associate dean of the UH Law Center and

chairwoman of the UH Campus Carry Work Group.
All four policies identify sporting venues, health
facilities and some residential facilities as exclusion
zones, which are areas identified by the school or the
law as being gun-free. Guns are allowed in faculty
and staff offices except those within exclusion zones.
Private institutions can opt out of campus carry.
In Houston, Rice University, Houston Baptist
University and the University of St. Thomas have
decided to opt out.
Clemente Rodriguez, patrol operations captain
for the Rice University Police Department, said
campus violence could increase and officers’ safety
could be at risk if students were permitted to carry
handguns.
“College-aged students are prone to more risky
behavior, such as drug use, alcohol abuse and
depression,” he said. “If you add weapons on campus to that mix, there is a potential for more harm
than good.”
Handguns are still banned at collegiate sporting
events, but Traci Bennett, assistant district attorney
for Harris County, said an exception is made if the
handgun is being used as part of the sporting event.
Junior colleges have another year to implement

campus carry. In the meantime, the Houston Community College and Lone Star College systems are
watching how four-year institutions’ policies are
received before crafting their own.
LSCS Chief of Police Paul Willingham said the
college is using town hall meetings to gather information from the community.
“Some people, I think just because they hear the
word gun they think it’s going to be a shootout,”
Willingham said. “Nobody really anticipates that.”

CONCEALED CARRY: Q&A
WHAT IS CAMPUS CARRY?
SB 11 permits the concealed carry of handguns on
college campuses, not open carry.

WHAT GUNS CAN BE CARRIED?
Handguns in a belt or shoulder holster

WHERE CAN THEY BE CARRIED?
Public two-year and four-year institutions must allow
campus carry in some places. Private institutions can
opt out.
Sources: University of Houston, Rice University, Houston Baptist University, University
of St. Thomas/Community Impact Newspaper

Register Now
Why Choose Lone Star College?
•
•
•
•

Affordable
Close to home
Small classes
State of the Art Technology Centers

Lone Star College is nationally recognized as a Top 10 Associate Degree Producer
and continues to expand its workforce education and career training programs in
partnership with regional and global employers in alignment with their needs.
Lone Star College, a strong community partner that is close to home, affordable,
and focused on student success.
Gerald H.
Future Psychology Counselor.
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Supreme Court admissions ruling may
spur changes to Top 10 Percent Rule
By Amelia Brust and Marie Leonard

Adjustments to the state’s Top
10 Percent Rule related to college
admission could be on the horizon
when the Texas Legislature convenes this January.
“I see the possibility of the Top
10 Percent Rule coming up [in the
next legislative session], whether it
be decreasing it down to 5 percent or
getting it removed,” said state Rep.
John Zerwas, R-Richmond, who
serves as chairman of the Legislature’s Higher Education Committee.
The state’s Top 10 Percent Rule,
which guarantees admission to
public universities to students who
graduate in the top 10 percent of a
Texas high school class, was established by legislation in 1997.
“It had to do with giving equal
opportunity to rural, smaller
schools with the ultimate intent of
advancing diversity,” Zerwas said.
Public universities can increase
the percentage of students automatically admitted without legislative authorization, Zerwas said.
However, they cannot go below
10 percent without authorization,
he said.
For example, Sam Houston State
University automatically admits
students in the top 25 percent of
their class, while UT had to seek
legislative approval in 2008 to lower
its automatic admission threshold
to 7 percent.
A U.S. Supreme Court ruling
June 23 brought the state’s Top 10

Percent Rule into question after
UT’s policy to use race as a factor
for acceptance to the university
was found constitutional.
Considering a student’s race as
justification for admission, a form of
affirmative action, was implemented
in 2004 to increase student diversity,
according to the court’s ruling.
“We believe that this is a
powerful statement that diversity
is viewed as a compelling state
interest and that the use of race as
defined by the Top 10 Percent Rule
in our holistic admissions policy at
UT Austin has been deemed constitutional,” said Gregory Vincent,
UT vice president for diversity and
community engagement in a video
upon hearing the verdict.
Plaintiff Abigail Fisher, a native
of Sugar Land, argued she was
denied admission to the school
in 2008 because she is white.
According to the court’s ruling,
Fisher did not graduate from
Stephen F. Austin High School
in the top 10 percent of her class.
Race is one factor considered in a
UT applicant’s Personal Achievement Index, which is one of two
components for determining
admission to the university. The
second component is the Top 10
Percent Rule.
“The component with the largest
impact on [the] petitioner’s chances
of admission was not the school’s
consideration of race under its
holistic review process, but the

Take the poll online at
communityimpact.com/wdl-poll

all Summer?

Summer workshops at TWCM can
make the most of your child’s time off
from school with offerings exploring
everything from art and chemistry to
biology and culture. Ages 4-10.

TEXAS RULINGS

The June 23 decision by the U.S. Supreme Court ended nearly eight years of
rulings on the use of race in college admissions.

top [10] percent plan,” the ruling
said. “Because [the] petitioner did
not challenge the percentage part
of the plan, the record is devoid of
evidence of its impact on diversity.”
Zerwas said he believes the ruling sends the message that UT can
create diversity in a more precise
way than the Top 10 Percent Rule
does, which is a broad swath with
no consideration to backgrounds
of individuals.
Since the inception of the Top
10 Percent Rule nearly two decades
ago, the state of Texas has experienced more diversity in its universities. However, the state has also
seen an increase in total population,
a Hispanic population increase and
more Hispanic individuals attending college, Zerwas said.
“Whether the Top 10 Percent
Rule has been instrumental in that
is debatable when you put all the
factors together,” he said. “At UT,
primarily where the issue is, it does
omit the ability to admit students to
the freshman class. To some extent,
the nature of those admissions
policies impact [UT’s] ranking
nationally. If they could be given
more discretion in how they admit
their student body, they could see
rankings increase nationally.”

What am I going to do

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive #280 The Woodlands, TX 77381
281-465-0955 www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

FISHER

Do you think the state’s Top 10 Percent
Rule should change?

2008

Abigail Fisher is denied
admission to the University of Texas and sues
the university.

2009

A district court upholds
UT’s admissions policy
in the case.

2011

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals upholds UT’s
admissions policy.
2013

2014

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals upholds UT’s
admissions program for
the second time. The
ruling is then appealed to
the Supreme Court for the
second time.
* This is not a comprehensive timeline.

TOP

WHAT IS IT?

The case is appealed to
the U.S. Supreme Court,
which rules to uphold UT’s
admissions policy and the
use of race in admissions
decisions.
2016

The Supreme Court rules in
June to uphold UT’s admission policy that uses race
as a factor for admission.

PERCENT RULE
WHO QUALIFIES?

The Top 10 Percent Rule
became Texas law in 1997.
It guarantees students
who graduate in the top 10
percent of their high school
classes automatic admission
to any public state university.
Public universities may
increase the threshold for
automatic admission, but
they cannot lower it below
10 percent without legislative authorization.

Students who graduate
in the top 10 percent of
their class from a public or
private Texas high school
Students who qualify
must enroll in college no
more than two years after
graduating.
Students must submit
an application to a public
Texas university before the
deadline.

Source: University of Texas Office of Legal Affairs, College for all Texans/Community Impact Newspaper
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Submit online at
AndersonRemodeling.com
Stop by our showroom
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

Your full service stop for all repair and remodeling projects
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED — IN BUSINESS FOR 34 YEARS!

12346 Spring Cypress, Tomball, TX 77377 • andersonremodeling@sbcglobal.net
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OIL DOWNTURN

Low price of oil affecting
college programs, students
By Jeff Forward

The downturn in the oil
and gas industry has spilled
over into the academic
world, where many students
enrolled in petroleum engineering programs are opting
to attend graduate school
instead of entering a weak
job market, several university
officials said.
Lloyd Heinze, a professor
of petroleum engineering at
Texas Tech University, said
because oil prices have been
declining for roughly 2 years,
fewer students are enrolling
in petroleum engineering
programs, and oil and gas
companies are not hiring as
many engineers.
Heinze, who tracks enrollment data at universities
with an accredited petroleum
engineering degree program,
said the low price of oil combined with a weak job market
has led many students to
pursue master’s degrees, continue studies in other areas
or simply work in nonoil and
gas jobs.
“If they don’t have a job
[at graduation], students
will oftentimes look for an
opportunity to improve their
skills,” Heinze said. “Some
of them are going to get a
master’s degree in business
administration; others are

going for a degree in
geology.”
Dan Hill, head of the
Harold Vance department
of petroleum engineering at
Texas A&M University, said
the downturn in the industry
is affecting both graduates
and incoming freshmen.
“Some of our students
may be stretching out their
stay,” Hill said. “About half
our [May] graduating class
had a job in the [oil and gas]
industry. About 20 percent
are going on to grad school.”
Hill said it is easier for
graduating students to
extend their education than
undergraduate students who
are on a regimented schedule
of courses.
Thomas Holley, interim
chairman of the petroleum
engineering department at
the University of Houston,
said there is a high demand
to attend graduate school
right now with the downturn
in the oil and gas industry.
“I don’t see [many petroleum engineering students]
continuing to take undergraduate classes. A lot of our
students don’t have that kind
of disposable income,” Holley said. “I have written
a lot of letters of recommendations to graduate
school. We do believe about

SEEPS INTO ACADEMIC WORLD
Officials with the University of Houston and Texas Tech University are expecting
smaller enrollments in their respective petroleum engineering departments for the
2016-17 academic year. Overall, there are only five universities with petroleum
engineering degree programs in Texas.

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT ENROLLMENT
2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

672

729

812

774

846

848

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

223

393

549

819

963

704

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

444

715

948

1,167

1,112

902

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

597

583

578

513

470

470

UT–PERMIAN BASIN

-*

-*

-*

-*

309

309

*University of Texas-Permian Basin added a petroleum engineering degree program in the 2015-16 academic year.
Sources: Tex

as Tech Unive

rsity/Commun

ity Impact Ne

one-third of our graduating
students that graduated in
spring got jobs.”
Heinze, Holley and Hill all
said there could be a decline
in enrollment for petroleum
engineering degrees at their
respective universities this
fall. Data gathered by Heinze
supports the belief, Holley
said.
“[Heinze’s] data says that
two years after the price of
oil goes down, the enrollment [in petroleum engineering] goes down,” Holley
said. “We are anticipating
lower fall enrollment. I’m
expecting it to be down
10 percent or so.”
Hill said Texas A&M is

wspaper

experiencing the same situation with fall enrollment.
“We’re expecting to have
a smaller incoming class at
the undergraduate level,” Hill
said.
Heinze said when the
decline in oil prices began
in 2014, enrollment numbers
began to dip.
“The bachelor’s degree
[enrollment does] get
affected about two years
after the price decline,”
Heinze said. “Definitely,
[the] students and [their]
parents pay attention to the
job prospects.”
Many students who graduate and do not opt to extend
their education seek jobs

26315 Oak Ridge Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77380

either outside the oil and gas
industry, or they attempt to
get hired as an entry-level oil
and gas worker, Heinze said.
“Some are opting for
jobs on a roustabout crew,”
Heinze said.
Holley said the oil and gas
industry traditionally has
experienced financial ups
and downs over the last several decades, and economic
uncertainty often scares students who are thinking about
entering the industry.
“It is a very difficult time
to get out of school,” Holley
said. “But it’s a great time to
start [college]. By the time
they graduate, this [downturn] will all be over with.”
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ART INSTITUTE OF HOUSTON
Tuition: $23,424-$90,355 (Full cost of
degree or program)*
Enrollment: 1,987 (both Houston
campuses)
Most notable programs: culinary arts,
audio production, graphic design, fashion
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 36-80 percent*
4140 Hwy. 59, Houston
www.artinstitutes.edu/houston
713-623-2040

BLINN COLLEGE-BRENHAM
Tuition: $1,515 (in-district), $2,370 (outof-district), $4,665 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,370
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 39.5 percent
902 College Ave., Brenham
www.blinn.edu/brenham • 979-830-4000

COLLEGE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
- HOUSTON
Tuition: $4,110 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 427
Most notable programs: Biblical
studies, biblical counseling, Christian
leadership
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 70 percent (Figure is an
estimate; most students take longer than
seven years to graduate)
7000 Regency Square Blvd., Ste. 110,
Houston
www.cbshouston.edu • 713-785-5995

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $26,280 (in-state and out-ofstate)
Enrollment: 2,288 (both Houston
campuses)
Most notable programs: nursing,
business, life science
Test averages: 470-580 SAT critical

reading, 480-580 SAT math, 450-550 SAT
writing, 20-25 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 48 percent
7502 Fondren Road, Houston
www.hbu.edu • 281-649-3000

LONE STAR COLLEGE-CYFAIR
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-ofdistrict), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 20,510
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 31.2 percent
9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
www.lonestar.edu/cyfair • 281-290-3200
LSC-CyFair offers satellite campuses
at the LSC-Fairbanks Center, located
at 14955 Hwy. 290, Houston; and at the
LSC-Cypress Center, located at 19710
Clay Road, Katy.

LONE STAR
COLLEGE-KINGWOOD

3200 College Park Drive, Conroe
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery
936-273-7000
LSC-Conroe offers a satellite campus at
the LSC- Conroe Center, located at
777 Conroe Park N. Drive, Conroe.

LONE STAR COLLEGE-NORTH
HARRIS
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-ofdistrict), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 17,001
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19.3 percent
2700 W. Thorne Drive, Houston
www.lonestar.edu/northharris
281-618-5400
LSC-North Harris offers satellite
campuses at the LSC-Victory Center,
located at 4141 Victory Drive, Houston;
at the LSC Greenspoint Center, located
at 250 N. Sam Houston Parkway E.,
Houston; at the CHI LSC-North Harris
School of Cosmetology, located at 910 E.
Richey Road, Houston; and at the LSCHealth Professions Building, located at
17200 Red Oak Drive, Houston.

Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-ofdistrict), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 12,764
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 25.1 percent
20000 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood
www.lonestar.edu/kingwood
281-312-1600
LSC-Kingwood offers satellite campuses
at the LSC-Atascocita Center, located
at 15903 W. Lake Houston Parkway,
Houston; and the LSC-East Montgomery
County Improvement District Center,
located at 21575 Hwy. 59, Ste. 20, New
Caney.

LONE STAR
COLLEGE-MONTGOMERY
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-ofdistrict), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 12,192
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26.5 percent

LONE STAR COLLEGE-TOMBALL

Courtesy Lone Star College-Tomball

GREATER HOUSTON AREA
COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES

LONE STAR COLLEGE-TOMBALL
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-ofdistrict), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 8,880

Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26.7 percent
30555 Hwy. 249, Tomball
www.lonestar.edu/tomball • 281-3513300
LSC-Tomball offers satellite campuses
at the LSC-Creekside Center, located
at 8737 W. New Harmony Trail, The
Woodlands; and at the LSC-Tomball
Health Science Center, located at 700
Graham Drive, Tomball.

LONE STAR
COLLEGE-UNIVERSITY PARK
Tuition: $962 (in-district), $2,012 (out-ofdistrict), $2,237 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 10,951
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: data not available
20515 Hwy. 249, Houston
www.lonestar.edu/universitypark
281-290-2600

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
UNIVERSITY-THE WOODLANDS
CAMPUS
Tuition: $13,156
Enrollment: 250
Most notable programs: business,
accounting, psychology
Admissions policy: Students must have
completed 30 hours of undergraduate
work.
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 57 percent
3232 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
www.ollusa.edu/thewoodlands
936-273-7628

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $4,979 (in-state), $11,639 (outof-state)**
Enrollment: 8,268
Most notable programs: nursing,
business, engineering, architecture,
criminal justice
Test averages: 370-460 SAT critical
reading, 390-480 SAT math, 360-450 SAT
writing, 16-19 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 38 percent
100 University Drive, Prairie View
www.pvamu.edu • 936-261-3311

Get our FREE Seller’s Guide Online or Call (832) 430-4304
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Tuition: $43,220 (in-state and out-ofstate)
Enrollment: 6,719
Most notable programs: psychology,
economics and biochemistry
Test averages: 680-760 SAT critical
reading, 710-790 SAT math, 670-770 SAT
writing, 31-34 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 93 percent
6100 Main St., Houston
www.rice.edu • 713-348-0000

SAM HOUSTON STATE
UNIVERSITY-WOODLANDS
CAMPUS
Tuition: $4,757.75 (in-state), $10,877.75
(out-of-state)**
Enrollment: 2,004
Most notable programs: nursing,
business, criminal justice, counseling
Test averages: 450-550 SAT critical
reading, 430-540 SAT math 1010, 19-24
ACT composite
Graduation rate: 76 percent
3380 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
www.shsu.edu/academics/woodlandscenter • 936-202-5000

(out-of-state)**
Enrollment: 20,301
Most notable programs: criminal
justice, mass communication, education
Test averages: 450-550 SAT critical
reading, 460-550 SAT math, 19-23 ACT
composite
Graduation rate: 53 percent
1806 Ave. J, Huntsville
www.shsu.edu • 936-294-1111

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $10,030 (in-state), $30,208 (outof-state)**
Enrollment: 58,515
Most notable programs: engineering,
agriculture, business, architecture
Test averages: 520-640 SAT critical
reading, 550-670 SAT math, 480-610 SAT
writing, 23-30 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 80 percent
400 Bizzell St., College Station
www.tamu.edu • 979-845-3211

TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $4,493 (in-state), $10,343 (out-ofstate)
Enrollment: 9,700
Most notable programs: business,
law, engineering, biomedical science,
communications
Test averages: 360-440 SAT critical
reading, 370-460 SAT math, 350-435 SAT
writing, 15-18 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 20 percent
3100 Cleburne St., Houston
www.tsu.edu • 713-313-7011

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY

SAM HOUSTON STATE
UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $4,757.75 (in-state), $10,877.75

Courtesy Sam Houston State University

TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL
COLLEGE
Tuition: $1,395-$2,055
Enrollment: 127
Most notable programs: cybersecurity,
welding
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: N/A***
26706 Hwy. 59, Richmond
www.tstc.edu/campuses/fortbendco
855-605-7336

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Tuition: $8,605 (in-state), $19,693 (out-ofstate)**
Enrollment: 40,750
Most notable programs: biomedical
engineering, computer engineering,
business, liberal arts
Test averages: 500-610 SAT critical
reading, 540-640 SAT math, 22-27 ACT
composite
Graduation rate: 48 percent
4800 Calhoun Road, Houston
www.uh.edu • 713-743-2255

3800 Montrose Blvd., Houston
www.stthom.edu • 713-522-7911

UNIVERSITY OF
HOUSTON-CLEAR LAKE
Tuition: $3,965 (resident), $11,459.50
(non-resident)**
Enrollment: 8,331
Most notable programs:
interdisciplinary studies, business,
psychology, social sciences
Test averages: 470-580 SAT critical
reading, 490-570 SAT math, 20-25 ACT
composite
Graduation rate: 13 percent
2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston
www.uhcl.edu • 281-283-7600

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
DOWNTOWN
Tuition: $2,745 (in-state), $8,720 (out-ofstate)
Enrollment: 13,830
Most notable programs: accounting,
interdisciplinary studies, psychology,
homeland security
Test averages: 390-470 SAT critical
reading, 430-510 SAT math, 380-480 SAT
writing, 16-20 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 28 percent

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS
Tuition: $15,760 (in-state & out-of-state)
Enrollment: 3,411
Most notable programs: business, premedicine, engineering, liberal arts
Test averages: 490-600 SAT critical
reading, 500-620 SAT math, 480-580 SAT
writing, 22-27 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 72 percent

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

Courtesy University of Texas

RICE UNIVERSITY

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
Tuition: $9,830 (in-state), $34,836 (outof-state)
Enrollment: 50,950
Most notable programs: liberal arts,
engineering, medicine
Test averages: 600-700 SAT critical
reading, 600-700 SAT math, 600-700 SAT
writing, 30-36 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 81 percent
110 Inner Campus Drive, Austin
www.utexas.edu • 512-471-3434
Listed tuitions are for one semester and
calculated for 15 credit hours unless
noted otherwise. Tuition totals do not
include fees unless noted otherwise. All
transfer rates are to four-year universities,
and graduation rates are for a six-year
period.
This guide represents a selection of notfor-profit institutions in the area. It is not
meant to be comprehensive. For a full list,
visit communityimpact.com.
*Depends on degree or program
**Tuition rates include fees
***Information unvailable because
campus opens this fall

ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900
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Lone Star College program provides continuing education

By Beth Marshall

More than 700 students age 50 and
older benefit from the Academy for
Lifelong Learning program that Lone
Star College-Montgomery has offered
for 15 years.
Steve Gorman, ALL program coordinator at LSC-Montgomery, started
going to classes four years ago when he
moved to the area. Today, he teaches
a film studies class about English film
director Alfred Hitchcock.
“They had a movie class that Lone
Star professors do during the year, and
during the summer people were saying
[they would] like to continue doing
that,” Gorman said. “It gets [people] out.
They socialize and learn about some of
Alfred Hitchcock’s techniques.”
The ALL program costs $35 annually for members to gain access to all
offered courses. While most students
are over the age of 50, there are a few
participants who are younger.

“About 75-80 percent [of students]
continue every year,” Gorman said.
“People find out about it, and they tell
their friends.”
Course subjects range from gardening
to philosophy. A Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints group teaches genealogy courses, and a speaker with the
FBI has come to speak about computer
safety. A group also formed specifically
for taking day trips from the area.
“What’s nice about this is these are
all volunteers,” Gorman said. “These
are people who have retired but still
want to teach.”
Course instructor Bob Kinnear, a
retired engineer, volunteers to teach
courses about World War II, a subject
he is passionate about.
“[Kinnear] spent a whole summer at
Normandy Beach interviewing people,
taking pictures, learning exactly what
happened, and then he gives a class
on it,” Gorman said. “It’s a dynamite

ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING
Courses are taught by volunteers and range
from travel and culture to gardening.

ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING COURSES

Arts and crafts
Computers and
technology
Financial and legal
Fun and recreation
Gardening
Genealogy
Health, fitness and
nutrition
History
Languages

Movies, music and theater
Philosophy
Political and community
affairs
Reading and writing
Religion and spirituality
Safety
Science and nature
Senior issues
Travel and culture
Trips and tours

Student age breakdown

Academy for Lifelong Learning

L

0.1% 95-99: 1 student
0.4% 90-94: 4 students
3.5% 85-89: 25 students
4.3%20-54: 31 students
6.8% 80-84: 49 students
7.2% 55-59: 52 students
10.4% 60-64: 75 students
18% 75-79: 130 students
22.3% 70-74: 161 students
27% 65-69: 195 students

Source:Lone Star College-Montgomery/Community Impact Newspaper

course, and the class fills up really fast.”
The idea to bring a program to LSCS
to serve older residents was a community effort in the late ‘90s, Gorman said.
Now, the ALL program exists on all of
the college system’s campuses.
“The role of the community college is
to work with not just the 18-21 crowd but
the whole span of a person’s life,” he said.
Course lengths can vary from one
session that lasts one or two hours to

the current events class that meets 16-20
times each semester. Students enrolled
in the ALL program receive the same
benefits as full-time college students.
An open house for ALL is scheduled
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 13 in Building B at LSC-Montgomery.
For more information on the program, visit
www.lonestar.edu/all-montgomery or call
936-273-7446.
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BACHELOR’S DEGREES
• BBA - Accounting

technology side of the oil and
gas industry.
“I just find the industry
fascinating, so I want to stick
with it. Since this program is
data and I deal with data, I
thought it’d be an easy
transition,” Nordenstrom said.
Hernandez said students
gain experience by using
industry software programs
and interpreting well logs,
graphs and samples that show
where oil may be found.
The petroleum data technology program can be completed
in two years, or about six
semesters, culminating in a
capstone project or petroleum
technology internship.
Hernandez said he does
not think the oil industry will
be in a downturn for long,

LSC-Creekside Center offers degrees in petroleum data technology, which can
be completed in two years. The new center opened in January.

because oil will continue to
be a necessary component
of everyday products—from
insulated electric wires to
shoes, roads and shampoo—
even if the need for petroleum
in fuel decreases.
“Anyone who’s interested
in having a career in the oil
industry anytime in the future
should take advantage of
this now while they have the
opportunity,” Hernandez said.

LSC-Creekside Center
New Ha

rmony T
rail

.

LSC-Creekside Center offers
classes required for the twoyear, 60-credit-hour petroleum
data technology associate
degree of applied science and
the one-year, 30-credit-hour
petroleum data technology
certification program.
“Students who graduate
from here with either the
certificate or the degree have
the opportunity to make an
immediate impact on whatever company they’re going to
go work for,” Hernandez said.
Steven Nordenstrom, a
Houston resident, is pursuing an associate degree in
petroleum data technology
and takes night classes at
LSC-Creekside Center with
hopes of career advancement
as he works in the information

dahl Rd

Amid a decline in the oil
and gas industry, Lone Star
College-Creekside Center
began offering a petroleum
data technology program
this spring.
While many local companies are laying off employees
and practicing hiring freezes,
adjunct professor Nicholas
Hernandez said there is no
better time than during a
downturn to prepare individuals for the industry.
“The advantage of getting
training during a downturn
is you’re not going to get a job
anyway in the oil field now,
so go back to school [and] get
some training,” he said. “When
things pick back up, you’ll have
that step up on everyone else.”

Kuyken

By Anna Dembowski

Anna Dembowski/ Community Impact Newspaper

LSC-Creekside prepares students to
stay competitive in oil, gas industry

8747 W. New Harmony Trail
The Woodlands
832-761-6600
www.lonestar.edu/creeksidecenter

TAKE YOUR CAREER

TO THE NEXT LEVEL

• BA - Interdisciplinary Studies
• BBA - Management

Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands

• BA- Psychology General or Pre-Counseling

BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

• BA - Sociology

Our Lady of the Lake University
gives you scheduling options
and affordable tuition to complete
your undergraduate or graduate degree on
the weekends and reach your career goals.

MASTER’S DEGREES
• MBA - Healthcare Management or
Management
• MS - Psychology - Family, Couple
and Individual Therapy

ATTEND ONE OF OUR FREE INFORMATION SESSIONS

• MA - Sociology

SATURDAY, JULY 9 • NOON
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 • NOON

DOCTORAL
• PhD - Leadership Studies

Sign up online at www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession

936-273-7628

www.ollusa.edu/Houston

OLLU • LSC- University Center
3232 College Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77384
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CALENDAR

July

FEATURED Event

23

The Woodlands Children’s
Museum birthday
celebration

Virtual 3-D implant planning
provided by state of the art Cone Beam technology

15
Dental Implants
3-D Cone beam

state of the art technology

Dental & Periodontal Services

Do not lose more teeth

Gorilla Hole

Children entering fifth, sixth and
seventh grade celebrate the 20-year
tradition of Gorilla Hole, hosted by The
Woodlands Township Recreation Center.
At one of the facility’s oldest events,
children get the opportunity to make new
friends while playing basketball, dodgeball, video games and participating in
a dance contest. 7-9:45 p.m. $7 (per
person). The Woodlands Township
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16

through Aug. 06
The Woodlands Farmer’s
Market at Grogan’s Mill

The Grogan’s Mill Village Association
invites residents to attend their weekly
farmers market every Saturday and
purchase locally grown produce and
handmade goods. 8 a.m.-noon. Grogan’s
Mill Shopping Center, 7 Switchbud
Place, The Woodlands. 713-419-3388.
www.grogansmillvillage.com

21

End of summer reading
party

Children ages 9-12 who have completed
a summer reading log enjoy a free
end-of-summer reading party complete
with prizes, snacks and a screening
of the movie “The Sandlot.” The party
takes place on the first floor in the lobby
meeting room, and participants must
register in advance. 2 p.m. Free. South
Regional Library, 2101 Lake Robbins
Drive, The Woodlands. 936-442-7727,
ext. 6363. www.countylibrary.org

Courtesy Class Act Productions

3117 College Park Dr. Suite 230
The Woodlands, TX. 77384.
Located on 242, behind Panera Bread

Call Today: (936) 231-8937
www.specialistsimplantcenter.com

15

16 through 17
‘Crazy for You’

Class Act Productions presents the
comedic musical “Crazy for You,”
which features elaborate dance
numbers to classic Gershwin songs.
The musical takes place in the 1930s
and tells the story of Bobby Child,
a playboy with dreams of becoming
a dancer. 7:30 p.m. (July 15 and
16), 2:30 p.m. (July 17). $15-$30.
McCullough Junior High School,
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-292-6779.
www.classactproductions.org

27

Magical Month shows

Magician Professor Hughdini
invites guests to celebrate Magical
Month at The Woodlands Children’s
Museum with four performances
throughout the day. 11 a.m., 12:30
p.m., 2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. $6
(per person 1 year and older). The
Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775
W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280,
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrens
museum.org

30

30

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Museum

Get your gums checked today

Specialists in Dental Implants and the
treatment of gum disease.

evening swim while watching the movie
“The Good Dinosaur.” The event is free
for children under the age of 3, and
light refreshments are provided. 8:30
p.m. $5 (per person age 4 and older).
Cranebrook Pool, 11800 Cranebrook
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/pools

Courtesy Lone Star Animal Welfare League

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Musuem

The Woodlands Kiwanis Club
hosts a Kiwanis Kids Triathlon
for ages 5-12 at the South Montgomery
County YMCA at Branch Crossing. The
race benefits the YMCA and includes
swimming, biking and running for two
age groups. Registration is required by
5 p.m. July 20, and a $15 USA Triathlon
membership must be purchased before
race time. 5:30-10 a.m. $30 (registration).
South Montgomery County Family YMCA
at Branch Crossing, 8100 Ashlane Way,
The Woodlands. 281-367-9622.
www.ymcahouston.org/events

15

The Woodlands Children’s Museum
celebrates its sixth year at its existing
location with a birthday party. The
day includes live music from Tom’s
Fun Band, a special visit from
the Houston Rockets and Daisy
the Clown, a Storybook Theatre
presentation, birthday cake and
other activities. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $6
(per person 1 year and older). The
Woodlands Children’s Museum,
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive,
Ste. 280, The Woodlands.
281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

YMCA Kids Triathlon

Dive-in movie
Community members enjoy an

Courtesy YMCA of Greater Houston

JUL

Spay/Neuter
Voucher Day

Families in need receive $20
spay and neuter vouchers and
$10 microchips for their animals
sponsored by the Lone Star Animal
Welfare League, Texas Animal
Society and Montgomery County
Precinct 2. Animals do not need
to be present for participants to
receive the spay and neuter voucher,
however, the animal needs to be
present if receiving a microchip.
Organizers plan to distribute 100
dog vouchers and 50 cat vouchers.
9 a.m.-1 p.m. $10-$30. Magnolia
County Barn, 19110 Unity Park
Drive, Magnolia. 713-304-2444.
www.lsawl.org

August

02

National Night Out
Neighborhood Parties

Residents around The Woodlands
spend an evening outdoors during the
National Night Out Neighborhood Parties
event. National Night Out encourages
residents to get to know their neighbors
as it is one of the most effective ways
to prevent crime. During the event,
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Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

04

Seniors luncheon

Precinct 4’s Senior Adult
Program invites all senior adults
50 years of age and older to CHI St.
Luke’s Health-The Vintage Hospital for
the Taco ‘Bout Fun Luncheon, featuring
a catered meal of beef and chicken
fajitas and live musical entertainment
from Mariachi 2000. 11:30 a.m. $10.
CHI St. Luke’s Health-The Vintage
Hospital, 20171 Chasewood Park Drive,
Houston. 281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net

05

Movie Day

Children are welcome to attend
a free showing of “FernGully: The Last
Rainforest” with popcorn and juice. The
movie follows the adventures of a bat
named Batty, Crysta, Pips and the Beetle
Boys.1 p.m. Free. Big Stone Lodge, 209
Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring. 281-3501029. www.hcp4.net

07

Cars & Coffee for a Cause

The Woodlands Car Club
hosts its monthly event benefiting
Bikers Against Child

Abuse. The nonprofit organization’s
motto is “Using our cars to give back
to the community,” and it sponsors four
different charities chosen by Market
Street throughout the year. 8-11 a.m.
Market Street, The Woodlands.
281-363-2977.
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

08

Read with Dogs program

Children ages 4 and older get
the opportunity to pair up with service
dogs to work on their reading skills.
The South Regional Library partners
with Montgomery County Pet Partners
for the Read with Dogs program to
help reluctant readers become more

09

comfortable reading out loud. 2-3 p.m.
Free. South Regional Library, 2101 Lake
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.
936-442-7727, ext. 6363.
www.countylibrary.org

09

Movie Night

The Woodlands Development
Company hosts free family-friendly
movies at Creekside Park Village
Green on the second Saturday of the
month this summer. Visitors can bring
lawn chairs and blankets to the movie.
However, no glass is permitted.
8-10 p.m. Free. Creekside Park Village
Green, 26400 Kuykendahl Road,
The Woodlands.
www.thewoodlands.com

Pianist Viktor Valkov
concert

The Bulgarian pianist and winner of
the 2012 New Orleans International
Piano Competition performs a selection
of pieces. Valkov has performed in
Germany, Italy, Japan and at Carnegie
Hall. 3 p.m. $12 (adults), $10 (seniors),
$6 (children). The Centrum,
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.
281-440-4850.
www.cypresscreekface.org

Worth the TRIP

Online Calendar
JULY

14

Find more or submit
The Woodlands events at
communityimpact.com/wdl.

through 31
Circus Xtreme

Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey spend two weeks in Houston
entertaining families with “Circus Xtreme.”
The live experience is a take on “The
Greatest Show on Earth” featuring exotic
animals and talented circus artists. (times
vary). $10-$100. NRG Stadium, One NRG
Park, Houston. 832-667-1400.
www.nrgpark.com

To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition,
they must be submitted online by
the fourth Friday of the month.
Sponsored by
Courtesy Ringling Bros.

local law enforcement and members of
The Woodlands Fire Department visit
communities that register their event
through the township. 6-8:30 p.m.
Free. Neighborhoods throughout The
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Community IMPACT 2.1709 x 11.25”
48jdollar@judestudios.com
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LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

Crescent Moon Wine Bar
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

THURSDAY

© 2016 DreamWorks Animation LLC. All Rights Reserved.

JULY
21

FEATURED Event
AUG

06

(Eagles tribute band)

23 Bristol Fashion
August
06 Alter Ego
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

20 Kimberly Dawn
21 Scott Haskins
22 Sheri Lavo & Ain’t Nobody’s

2005 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

Starting at
6:30 p.m. in
the North
Plaza!
BROUGHT TO YOU BY CINECONCERTS

HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.

23

Pitbull

29 Meghan Trainor
30 “The Bud Light Party Rally:
Carnival of Madness”

31 Blink-182
August
03 Rob Zombie and Korn

463 FM 1488, Conroe
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com
July
15 The Electric Cowboys
16 Billy Joe Shaver
17 Real Life Real Music
20
22
23
24
26

Lynyrd Skynyrd &
Peter Frampton

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

app store and Google Play

Edwin McCain

Dosey Doe Music Cafe

07 Sublime with Rome & 311

Tickets can be purchased at The Pavilion Box
Office, by calling 800-745-3000 or online at
www.tickeatmaster.com.

31

29 Dan Ennis
30 Louis Lamb & The Gentle
Lamb Experience

04

281-363-3300

music with Bebo)

August
05 Shiny Ribs
06 The Lettermen

$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn seating
courtesy of
and

www.woodlandscenter.org

Business

23 Fire NR Bones
27 MP2 Duo
28 Spanish Night (tapas and live

July
21 “Dreamworks Animation
in Concert”

The Dixie Chicks

The Dixie Chicks, the greatestselling female band of all time
in the U.S., will take the Pavilion stage
with special guests Vintage Trouble and
Smooth Hound Smith as part of their DCX
MMXVI tour. 7 p.m. $43.50-$150.50. The
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavillion,
2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.
281-363-3300. www.woodlandscenter.org

July
15 80 Proof
16 Already Gone

FREE Marble
Slab ice cream
sundaes for the
first 2,500 guests.
Courtesy of

Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

July
15
16
17
21
22
23
24
29
30

28
29
30

Camp Showcase
Tony Ramey
Ray Wylie Hubbard
Jamie Richards
Real Life Real Music
Camp Showcase
Jason Eady & Courtney Patton’s
Supper Club
The Jon Stickley Trio
Alejandro Escovedo
The Vandoliers

August
04 Dana Cooper
05 Scott Muvahill
07 Real Life Real Music
Camp Showcase

10 Junior Gordon, Market Street
Junction & David Grace

GenuWine Tasting Room
Cory Morrow
Darryl Purpose
The Yardbirds
Peter White & Euge Groove
Cameran Nelson
The Oak Ridge Boys
Joe Burlison Trio
Earl Thomas Conley
Firefall

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia
832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com
July
14 Jeannine Higgins
15 Zach Person
16 Vintage Reserve

August
03 TBA
04 Damon
05 Zack Person
06 Russell Boyd

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St., Tomball
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
July
15 Dale Watson and Reverend
Horton Heat

16 TNT (Tribute to AC/DC,
Bon Scott to Brian Johnson
years)
22 Frank Myers and Eddy Raven
29 Elvis Tribute with Vince King
30 The Bellamy Brothers

August
03 Bart Crow
04 John Conlee
05 Johnny and the Spinsations
06 Shay Domann

Rock the Row at Hughes Landing
Hughes Landing Boulevard,
The Woodlands
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
July
14 Nobody’s Fool
21 The Level One Band
28 Rocket Town
August
04 Brian Loftin Band
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DRINKS FEATURE

Red State Tini

Sake sangria

By Abigail Loop

By Abigail Loop

Amerigo’s Grille

Kona Grill

M
’s
an
ill
Rd

S aw d u

s t R d.

25250 Grogan’s Park Drive
The Woodlands
281-362-0808
www.amerigos.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 5-11 p.m.,
Sun. 5-9 p.m.

Waterway Square Pl.

t Dr.

og
.

Sawdust Rd.

Lake Robbins Dr.

Woodloch Fores

Gr
45

The Sake sangria ($8.75) can be ordered with
red, white or sparkling wine.

Wate r way Av
e.

The Red State Tini ($12) is part of Amerigo’s
Grille’s patriotic martini special for July.

ona Grill in The Woodlands
is a American grill with a
Japanese fusion, which can
be seen in its extensive drink menu.
One of the restaurant’s popular
cocktails is the Sake sangria ($8.75),
which is made with freshly squeezed
fruit, Gekkeikan Sake and a choice of
merlot or sauvignon blanc.
“You can find almost anything
on our menu,” General Manager Jasmine Watkins said. “All of our cocktails are specially handcrafted, and we
use fresh ingredients and fruits.”
Watkins said Kona Grill also features a variety of happy hour times:
Monday through Friday from 3-7
p.m. and 9-11 p.m., Saturday from
1-5 p.m. and all day Sunday. The
restaurant also has a Wine Down
Wednesday special during which
bottles of wine are half-price.
Besides offering a variety of drink
options, Kona Grill offers food items
ranging from pork tenderloin to sushi
rolls and flatbreads.

Courtesy Kona Grill

K
Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

A

merigo’s Grille, a family-owned, Italian-inspired
restaurant that has been
open in The Woodlands for 27
years, serves patriotic martinis
every summer that are a popular
customer favorite.
Events manager Tina Kosh said the
most popular martini is the $12 Red
State Tini, which is a martini that
consists of Bulleit Bourbon, sweet
vermouth and a maraschino cherry.
“We do these martinis just for July
only,” Kosh said. “We also have a
newly remodeled bar and have this
promotion year after year.”
Kosh said Amerigo’s also offers
a happy hour Monday through
Friday from 4-7 p.m. and offers live
entertainment on Thursday through
Saturday.
In addition to cocktails and wine,
Amerigo’s Grille features a food menu
that includes seafood dishes, steak
dishes, chicken and veal plates, and
pasta options.

3 Waterway Square Place, Ste. 100
The Woodlands
281-466-4061
www.konagrill.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
Q: So far, 2016 has been a year of turmoil in financial
markets. Does today seem unusual compared to
other markets L&W has observed over 45 years?
A: In our 45-year history, we’ve seen a lot of markets
that created financial uncertainty, which makes
planning difficult. The “flavor” of each dish offered
up by the markets is always distinct, but the basic
ingredients are the same. The key to a successful
outcome in personal financial health is not unlike
following a healthy diet – get sound ongoing advice
from someone who’s got your best interest at heart.

Q: So where’s the connection to financial advice
during market turmoil?
A: Much of what passes for financial “advice” today
is equivalent to the butcher selling you the pork
spareribs. The pork spareribs are what he has on hand
to sell; he thinks they will work OK for you and that
you’ll be happy. He’s not that concerned that it is the
best option for your long-term health. The majority of
financial advisors operate outside a fiduciary standard,
and thus are under no legal obligation to put your best
interest above their own.

Q: What do you mean, “…your best interest at heart?”
A: I recently explained it like this to a new client in
The Woodlands who was suddenly early retired from
a downsizing: Ask someone “What should I eat?” You
likely won’t get the same recommendation from your
neighborhood butcher as from a Registered Dietician.
Your butcher might recommend the pork spareribs that
just arrived, knowing you’ll find that recommendation
appealing. The dietician on the other hand insists upon
a balanced program that will achieve your ultimate
health goal, though it includes items you might not like.

Q: Presumably, L&W follows a different approach?
A: At Linscomb & Williams, we are like that Registered
Dietician. Following the fiduciary standard, we are
obligated to put your interest ahead of our own. This
is always important, but most especially, in times of
market turmoil - times when it makes sense to get
a second opinion from an experienced firm with no
products to sell. We have the team to deliver that
second opinion right here in The Woodlands.

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd, Ste. 200 The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281 841 0707 www.linscomb-williams.com

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team
(Left to right: Paul Vitale, CFP®, B. Craig Ivy, AIF®,
J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®, Larry Napier, CPA)
Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.
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PEOPLE

Paul Goldschmidt

The Woodlands High School grad stars in MLB

B

efore Paul Goldschmidt became one
of the best hitters
in professional baseball, he
helped The Woodlands High
School secure a state title.
Goldschmidt is now a
three-time Major League
Baseball All-Star, but in 2006
he was a part of a team that
some consider the best in
Texas high school baseball
history, head coach Ron Eastman said.
The 2006 Highlanders
benefited from a trio of senior
stars, including Kyle Drabek,
Steven Maxwell and Goldschmidt, and racked up a 38-1
record and the state title.
The same qualities that
helped Goldschmidt become
a standout while attending
TWHS fuel his success with
the Arizona Diamondbacks,

Eastman said.
“He stayed after practice
and hit,” Eastman said. “He
was up at the field on the
weekends with his father. I
would be mowing the fields
and see him and his dad
throwing to him. He has an
incredible drive and work
ethic. When you combine that
with the talent, you’ve got
a special ballplayer.”
Goldschmidt has a .298
career professional batting
average, two Gold Glove
awards at first base and finished second in MVP voting
twice during his time in the
majors. He has also hit more
than 30 home runs in two
seasons and is on pace for
another in 2016, according to
baseball-reference.com.
Spending his adolescence
in the Greater Houston area

helped him become a strong
player, Goldschmidt said.
“Growing up in Houston,
there’s so much big competition here playing against all
the great players in every age
group,” he said. “And I’m still
doing it against some of the
guys [from Houston who] are
in the big leagues.”
The diversity of talent creates good ballplayers, Goldschmidt said.
After graduating from
TWHS, Goldschmidt
attended Texas State University. He was selected in
the eighth round of the 2009
MLB draft by the Arizona
Diamondbacks. He ascended
from the minor leagues to the
majors in 2011.
“For me it’s cool to see family and friends, but once we’re
to the park it’s pretty much

Courtesy Sarah Sachs/Arizona Diamondbacks

By Chris Shelton

Paul Goldschmidt has played for the Arizona Diamondbacks since 2011.

the same as everywhere else:
just trying to go out there and
do my job and play while my
friends and family enjoy it,”
Goldschmidt said.
As good a player as Goldschmidt is, he is an even
better person, Eastman said.
“I talked to high school

coaches in Arizona who say
he could run for the governor
of Arizona and win,” Eastman
said. “I’m serious. He represents The Woodlands as well
as anyone we can find. He’s
humble. He’s got a great heart,
[and a] great sense of humility,
and that sets him apart.”

Since 1976
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Chad Patterson

Executive director, Crisis Assistance Center

your pool!

Equipped with 25 years of experience in children and family services, Chad
Patterson, executive director for the Crisis Assistance Center lends a helping
hand to Montgomery County residents in need.
The nonprofit agency was established in 1981 and offers assistance to residents who experience a financial crisis. Patterson, who specializes in leadership development and organizational change, joined the CAC in 2014 after a
two-year stint as director of a Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
group home in Itasca.
Patterson also operates Chad L. Patterson & Associates, which offers
personal development and leadership training. In addition, he serves on the
Montgomery County Homeless Coalition and Conroe Noon Rotary Club
boards of directors.
What is the Crisis Assistance
Center?
Our vision is to offer hope for
people in crisis. A lot of people in our
county don’t have any margin, so if
they have any hiccups in life like a
flood, a spouse dies or they lose their
job, then they have to choose between
putting food on the table or paying
bills. We are a safety net when people
experience those crises. We give
them rent assistance, utility assistance, food and clothing and then
even workforce support and educational support to help them stay on
their feet.
What are the most common
needs you see throughout
the county?
Most pressing right now are the
weather-related emergencies that we
have had. People lose their dwellings
to floods; that is pretty devastating for people. We are a part of a
countywide network through the
Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management that helps assess
damage and then tries to offer needed
services.
Day to day, we see a lot of working
poor that experience some sort of crisis that throws [off their] equilibrium,
and they choose between putting gas
in their car or putting food on the
table. We have had an increase in just
helping people with utilities and rent.
Rent is probably our biggest service.
We are seeing people lose their jobs
like in the oil and gas field, and after
they have exhausted any savings they
had or their family support, they
come to us needing help making it
through that transition.

How do partnerships with other
nonprofits help local residents?
We started a program here called
Hand Up. Through the United Way
and partners like Entergy, Woodforest
Bank, First Methodist Church Conroe, Workforce Solutions and Volunteers of America, we have a collaboration that focuses on self-sufficiency.
Not too many agencies can be a onestop shop for every need; we are always
stronger together. We all compete for
funding so if we work together we can
leverage not only our strengths but also
our resources. Ultimately, that is what
is best for the client because it keeps the
client from having to go to 10 different
places [for help]. A lot of the funders
also want to fund agencies that are
working together.
What goals do you have for the
organization moving forward?
We are considering [a shift to] an
assistance ministries model much like
Interfaith of The Woodlands—meaning we are looking to potentially build
an assistance ministry that has more
church partners.
We have three churches that work
with us now, so we provide the [overhead]: the staffing, the expertise, the
tracking and the financial piece. They
[bring their] time, people and some
funding. It also gives the churches freedom because they can’t take care of all
that [overhead] every day at their office.
That is not what they are geared to do.
How can the public become
involved in your organization?
I call it time, talent and treasure.
You can come weekly and serve in our
food pantry, but [typically] we need

Jesse Mendoza/Community Impact Newspaper

By Jesse Mendoza

volunteers when we have events. Then
funding—we need resources. People
give their treasure, so we get money
from fundraising events, and we also
have individual donors [who] give. It
takes that whole approach to really
sustain what we try to do.

LET U
S TA K E C A R E O F I T
2014 & 2015 ANGIE’S LIST
SUPER SERVICE AWARD WINNER

CRISIS AID
The Crisis Assistance Center
offers various services and case
management to Montgomery County
residents experiencing a financial
crisis.
• Rent, mortgage and
utility assistance: The
CAC provides rent and
mortgage assistance
as well as utility funding
when a crisis depletes
a family income to the
point of eviction.
• Prescription
assistance: The
program assists clients
who cannot afford
prescription medication.
• Food pantry: Clients are
able to hand select their
groceries at the CAC
food pantry.

Patten Pool Repair
LICENSED & INSURED
OUR WORK SPEAKS
FOR ITSELF

SINCE 1982
REPAIRS
WEEKLY
MAINTENANCE
REMODELING

• Clothing and basic
necessities: The CAC
offers a program for
clothing and necessities,
such as paper towels,
laundry detergent, soap,
toothpaste, toilet paper
and school supplies.

DECK OVERLAYS

• Case management:
CAC staff help clients
find job training,
education and financial
management resources.

281-367-7796

Source: Crisis Assistance Center/Community Impact
Newspaper

TILE CLEANING
ACID WASH

WWW.PATTENPOOL.COM
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Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging
Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

SAVE MONEY!
HVAC Repairs

Heating

Healthy Air

Air Conditioning

GREAT FINANCING
Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are
covered by insurance, and you could be back
to work as soon as the next day!

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special
rebates, worry-free warranties.

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings
July 20
July 27

FREE Screenings
July 19
July 26

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

Call today for a free home visit!
1-844-Get-Cool
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com
License # TACLB49330E

LoneStarVeinCenter.com

Se
Pr ctio
evi n I
ew I

Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot
Excellent Lake Conroe
Area Schools

Where Your Backyard is the Great Outdoors
LongmireEstates.com

Save Up To 20%
Off Opening Prices

CALL NOW

844.321.LAND

Buy Now Build Later

A Signorelli Community
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NONPROFIT

Lone Star Animal
Welfare League
By Hannah Zedaker

an animal welfare advocacy
group through several different initiatives.
Through the Fixing Montgomery County program,
LSAWL works to spay and
neuter animals in the Greater
Houston area at a reduced cost
for families in need. To date,
the organization has provided
vouchers for more than 4,000
low-cost spays and neuters for
cats and dogs as well as more
than 2,000 vaccinations.

“Our tagline is,
‘Bettering the lives of
our best friends.’”
—Laura McConnell, Lone Star
Animal Welfare League president

According to McConnell,
on average, a spay or neuter
surgery can cost $300-$400
per animal. LSAWL is able to
provide vouchers for the same
service for only $20.
“That’s the problem—I mean
[the cost] is high,” McConnell
said. “But it needs to get done
because spaying/neutering is
crucial in our area. If it’s not a
high priority, we’re never going
to decrease the number of animals coming into our shelters
and being euthanized.”
LSAWL also provides
$10 microchips, which can

cost $35-$65, McConnell
said.
For LSAWL’s Lab Rescue
program, which began in
2007, organization members
serve as foster families for
animals prior to finding them
a permanent home.
“We’re all about making
sure that it’s the right fit for
the right family,” McConnell
said. “We do vet checks and
home checks to make sure the
house has proper fencing and
to find out where the dog will
sleep and stay all the time. We
will absolutely not adopt any
outside-only dogs—they have
to be a member of the family.”
In addition to the organization’s own programs, LSAWL
has fought for the welfare of
animals in other local facilities.
According to McConnell,
the Montgomery County
Animal Shelter did not do
any adoptions in 2004, so the
only way animals could get
out of the shelter was through
rescue groups. In addition,
the facility had a three-day
holding limit, which resulted
in a 90 percent kill rate.
“We fought for an adoption room to open, we fought
for vaccinations on intake
and we paid for a no-kill
expert to come and do a
review of the shelter in 2006,”

The Lone Star Animal Welfare League hosts voucher days which help provide
low-cost spays, neuters and microchips for families in need.

LSAWL has vaccinated more than
2,000 local cats and dogs.

Since 2007, LSAWL has helped
rescue more than 2,600 dogs.

McConnell said. “There
were a lot of changes that
happened because we were
persistent.”
LSAWL also raised funds
to build the dog park located
behind the Montgomery
County Animal Shelter.
Throughout the year,
LSAWL hosts several fundraising events, such as the annual
Mutts & Putts Open Golf
Tournament, which took place
June 27 and raised $20,000.
In 2016, Gillman Subaru
North chose the organization as its local charity of

choice during its Share the
Love event. The dealership
donated $16,000.
The next voucher day will
take place July 30 at 19110
Unity Park Drive, Magnolia,
and is sponsored by LSAWL,
Texas Animal Society and
Montgomery County Precinct 2.

Lone Star Animal
Welfare League
P.O. Box 130175, The Woodlands
713-304-2444
www.lsawl.org

No season has to be ALLERGY SEASON!
M a ke t h i s s e a s o n y o u r l a s t !
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aura McConnell was a
volunteer at an animal
shelter in 2007 when
she saw a yellow Lab that had
already been stuck with
a needle escape from a euthanasia room and die in front of
her. When she asked why the
seemingly healthy dog had
been put down, she was told it
was because the dog had not
been vaccinated in time.
Nine years later, as the president of the Lone Star Animal
Welfare League, McConnell
and the rest of the organization’s board have rescued and
found homes for more than
2,600 Labs and Lab mixes.
“Our tagline is, ‘Bettering
the lives of our best friends,’
and that’s what we try to do,”
McConnell said. “We saw the
need for a Lab rescue group
because there were so many big
dogs—especially Labs—being
euthanized in shelters because
a lot of rescue groups don’t take
the bigger dogs because vetting
them is more expensive.”
Formerly known as The
Woodlands Dog Park Club,
LSAWL was established as a
nonprofit in 2004 with the initial purpose of raising money
for rescue groups to cover
emergency veterinary costs.
Over the past decade, the
organization has evolved into

Photos courtesy Lone Star Animal Welfare League

Rescue group saves Labs, enables low-cost vetting

Medical Plaza Dr.

9191 Pinecroft Dr Ste 290 | The Woodlands, TX 77380 | 281 - 363 - 3508
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No time to make your money work?
These rates work for you.
Money Market Account
Minimum balance required to obtain APY

1.16% APY
1.11% APY
1.06% APY
*

*

*

$500,000 +
$250K - $499,99999
$100K - $249,99999

More CD rates and flexible terms
available to meet your savings needs at
www.mercantilcb.com

10-Month Smart CD

%

1.20

Jack Johnson

Vice President/Texas Market

Woodlands Banking Center

APY**

1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX 77380
(281) 520-3002

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world
Member *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 06/03/16. Rates are subject to change without notice. This is a tiered rate account and the rate of interest depends on the balance in the account: Balances from
$50,000 - $99,999.99 receive 0.75% APY; balances from $25,000 - $49,999.99 receive 0.70% APY; $10,000 - $24,999.99 receive 0.65% APY; balances from $5,000 - $9,999.99 receive 0.25% APY; balances from $100 $4,999.99 receive 0.20% APY. Stated APY’s are valid only for Personal account customers. Certain restrictions and fees may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. Please refer to the Personal Checking and Savings
Accounts brochure and the Miscellaneous Service Fees for Personal, Commercial and Corporate Accounts brochure. Customer must be a citizen or resident alien of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. taxpayer
identification number.
**Domestic accounts only. Advertised rate applies only to accounts opened at a Mercantil Commercebank Banking Center location. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/27/16. To take advantage of this
offer, CD must be opened commencing 05/27/16 with new funds deposited to Mercantil Commercebank. The minimum balance to open an account and obtain the advertised APY is $10,000 up to a maximum of
$500,000. Stated APY is valid for Personal and Business account customers. Individual customers must be citizens or resident aliens of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number.
Advertised rate is subject to change without notice. Penalties for early withdrawal may be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.

FDIC

55

The Woodlands Edition • July 2016

INSIDE INFORMATION

CERT program helps educate, prepare citizens for various emergencies
By Hannah Zedaker

Although The Woodlands
is roughly 70 miles inland
from the Texas coast, representatives with several organizations and programs are
working to educate citizens
in preparation for hurricane
season, which began June 1
and lasts until Nov. 30.
“Most Texans along the
coast have learned to take
hurricanes seriously and
prepare ahead of time,” said
Rosio Torres, media specialist for the Harris County
Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management. “However, some of the

more than 1 million people
that have moved into our
area more recently may not
understand how tropical
systems can affect them. It is
imperative not to be complacent, because it only takes
one storm to devastate a
community.”
One of the programs is
an eight-week course called
the Community Emergency
Response Team, or CERT.
It is offered by both The
Woodlands Fire Department
and the Montgomery County
Office of Emergency Management.
Fire Chief Alan Benson

Benson said he is a staunch
supporter of CERT because
the training program enables
citizens to improve their
situational awareness.
“The really good thing
about citizen education is
that during disasters they’re
prepared and calm, so they
don’t need to call for emergency assistance for something that they can take care
of themselves,” said Holly
Steinke, program coordinator for The Woodlands
Township. “That way emergency responders can really
focus on helping people who
are in the most need.”

said the CERT class trains
citizens on how to respond
in various situations and
can help individuals make
choices that can alter the
outcome of life-threatening
events.
“The first real responders
are really not the firefighters or the law enforcement
officers or the EMS,” Benson
said. “It’s really our citizens out on the street. Their
actions or inactions will dictate some issues, good or bad,
that the public safety entities
have to deal with—and that
can change the course of an
incident.”

In addition to hurricane
preparedness, the course
also teaches citizens about
search and rescue protocol,
fire suppression and first aid,
Benson said.
The class is typically held
twice a year and meets from
6-9 p.m. each Tuesday for
two months. The next session
will take place Sept. 6Oct. 25 and is free to citizens
age 18 years and older.

To register for The Woodlands CERT
program, contact The Woodlands Fire
Department at 281-367-3444.

PREPARE FOR HURRICANE SEASON
Hurricane season began June 1 and lasts through Nov. 30. There are a number of resources and organizations in the Greater Houston area that
offer information and tips to help residents prepare before a storm hits the Gulf Coast.

D I SA ST E R S U P P L I E S

EVACUATION ROUTES:

K I T C H E C K L I S T:

A disaster supplies kit should include the following items to last at least 72 hours,
according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency. For a complete list
of items, visit www.ready.gov.

One gallon of water
per person per day

Nonperishable food

A battery-powered or
hand crank radio

A flashlight and extra
batteries

First-aid kit and
medications

Cash

99
45

290

Officials encourage residents, even those who do
not live in an evacuation
zone, to know their evacuation route and decide
before a disaster if they
are planning to leave.
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TIMELINE OF TEXAS HURRICANES/TROPICAL STORMS—1900-PRESENT
Number
of deaths

According to the National Hurricane Center/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration:
1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

Cost of
damage
2000

2010

Galveston
Hurricane
(1900)

AtlanticGulf Hurricane
(1919)

Hurricane
Audrey
(1957)

Tropical Storm
Claudette
(1979)

Hurricane
Alicia
(1983)

Hurricane
Gilbert
(1988)

Tropical Storm
Allison
(2001)

Hurricane
Rita
(2005)

Hurricane
Ike
(2008)

6,000-12,000

600-900

390

2

21

318

41

7

195

$30 million

$22 million

$150 million

$400 million

$2 billion

N/A

$5 billion

$10 billion

$19.3 billion

MORE INFORMATION
RECEIVE LOCAL EMERGENCY
ALERT NOTIFICATIONS:
Sign up for The Woodlands Township’s
Stay Informed program online at
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov.
WHEN YOU DO NOT KNOW
WHO TO CALL:
Available in 150 different languages,
contact the 211 Texas/United Way Helpline for free, confidential assistance 24/7
SCHEDULE A
PRESENTATION TO EDUCATE
ON DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:
Contact Get Ready-The Woodlands,
by calling 281-210-3884.

Sources: Federal Emergency Management Agency, Ready.Gov, The Woodlands Township, The United Way of Greater Houston, Get Ready—The Woodlands, National Hurricane Center/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration/Community Impact Newspaper
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By Abigail Loop

Courtesy Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine

Photo by Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

CHEF’S
CORNER
Profiles of notable local chefs

Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine

E

sau Chavez, sushi chef
at Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine, has been creating
Japanese dishes for almost
10 years.
“I like decorating the sushi
and sashimi rolls and the
whole presentation of it,”
Chavez said. “I like making
good sushi, special rolls and
beautiful plates for all of the
customers.”
Chavez has been a chef
at Tsukiji for almost three
years and has worked as a
kitchen chef, hibachi chef
and a sushi chef. He has also
worked at other Asian cuisine
restaurants, including Sakikawa Japanese Steakhouse.
Although Chavez said he can
cook a variety of styles, such

as Tex-Mex and Korean, Japanese cuisine has always been
his favorite.
“Every day I cook something for the sushi bar,” he
said. “I’ve always wanted to be
a chef.”
Chavez said his role as sushi
chef has been different from
his role as a kitchen chef. Now,
crafting unique sushi rolls are
Chavez’s favorite part of the job.
“The Tex-Mex roll and the
mango roll are my favorite
[sushi rolls] to make,” he said.
“I also like making the tuna
tartare appetizer.”
Chavez helps create more
than 40 different specialty
sushi rolls, 10 types of sashimi
and more than 20 types of
nigiri sushi at Tsukiji.

Crafting sushi rolls, such as the Tex-Mex roll ($10.95) and mango roll ($12.95), are Chavez’s favorite part of his job.

Courtesy Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine

Esau Chavez

Courtesy Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine

Customers can sit at the bar and
watch as chefs prepare sushi rolls.

Courtesy Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine

Esau Chavez is the sushi chef at
Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine.

Chavez helps create more than 40 different specialty sushi rolls available for
customers in his role as sushi chef at Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine.

Chef
HIGHLIGHTS

Waterway Ave.

Waterway Square Pl.

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
281-298-1888
www.tsukiji-sushi.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.-midnight, Sat. noonmidnight, Sun. noon-10 p.m.

Sushi chef Esau Chavez expresses his creativity through the distinctive sushi
rolls featured at Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine:
Tex-Mex Roll: shrimp tempura, tomato, onion, avocado, cream cheese,
jalapeno and sriracha sauce rolled in soy paper ($10.95)
Mango Roll: escolar, mango and cucumber topped with crunchy mango and
mango sauce ($12.95)
Shaggy Dog Roll: shrimp tempura, avocado and cucumber topped with kani,
spicy mayo and eel sauce ($12.95)

Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine
Lake Robbins Dr.

Sumo Roll: shrimp tempura and chicken katsu topped with kani, avocado, tempura
flakes, masago, eel sauce and scallions ($14.95)
APPETIZERS:
•Tskuiji Tuna Tar Tar: chopped tuna pieces, cilantro, avocado, tomato and cucumber ($13.95)
•Sashimi Tiramisu: assorted fish with mango, avocado and spicy sweet toppings ($15.95)

Custom cakes
for all special events
including weddings,
birthdays, baby
showers, etc

10% OFF
any custom
cake.
Up to a $50 value. Expires 8/10/16.

We Deliver!

Chavez also creates different cold
appetizers, sashimi and nigiri sushi.

We Offer:

• Cupcakes
• Cakeballs
• Pastries

• Pies
• Brownies
• Bars

(936) 231-8667
242
45
N

3091 College Park Dr,
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital
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ARTIST’S CORNER

By Beth Marshall

Profiles of notable local artists

Mark Kistler

biochemistry. However, it
did not take long for him to
take an interest in art history,
graphic art and fine art.
After college, he decided to
pursue his TV career. By 21,
Kistler was starring in “The
Secret City” on PBS. The show
emphasized the importance
of art, and through it Kistler
began teaching large audiences
how to draw.
“I got the teaching bug when I
was in high school,” Kistler said.
“Not only did I realize I could
draw, but that I could teach.”
After “The Secret City,”
Kistler went on to star in “The
Draw Squad” and “The New
Secret City Adventures.” He
also self-produced “Mark
Kister’s Imagination Station,”
for which he won his Emmy
Award in 2010. Now, Kistler
teaches via YouTube, reaching
students all over the world.
“It’s really a blessing to love
what you do after 40 years,”
he said.
In his dining room, Kistler
displays rows of framed and
autographed stills from movies,

such as “Deadpool,” “Harry
Potter,” “Star Trek,” “Star Wars”
and “The Muppets.”
“Every one of these guys
grew up watching me on TV,
so I collect them,” he said.
“After teaching for 40 years, it’s
really cool. It’s really rewarding to see the artwork.”
Some of Kistler’s viewers
went on to do things like pioneer Pixar Animation Studios
and create the “Despicable Me”
Minions.
Kistler’s Fine Arts Camp
will be held from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
July 18-22 at The Woodlands
Preparatory School. There is
still time to sign up at
www.markkistler.com, and the
cost is $399 per student and
$349 per sibling. The community is invited to attend the
camp’s grand finale July 22,
during which students’ work
will be showcased.
“I do camps all over the
United States, but [The Woodlands camp] is a dream come
true for me,” Kistler said. “I’ve
been working on the idea for
about 30 years.”

Fine Arts Camp
Kuykendahl Rd.

E

mmy Award winner
Mark Kistler began
teaching people how to
draw during after-school programs when he was 14. Since
then, he has starred in several
drawing-centric children’s public television series, written and
illustrated children’s drawing
books and pioneered Fine Arts
Camp, which takes place in
The Woodlands in July.
The inaugural Fine Arts
Camp eight years ago served
16 students. Now, in The
Woodlands area alone,
nearly 200 students sign up
to learn from Kistler along
with a Claymation specialist,
puppeteer and musical theater
specialist.
“I’ve been to all 50 states,
[and] done 8,000 school programs in the last 40 years, and
I’ve never seen an art camp
like this,” Kistler said. “I can
honestly say it’s the most fascinating, multidiscipline, fullday art camp in the country.”
Kistler is an art teacher with
The Woodlands Art League,
and he has enjoyed drawing for
as long as he can remember.
“My art teachers from
elementary to junior high to
high school had [an] enormous impact on my skill and
enthusiasm,” he said.
When he went to college
at San Diego State University, Kistler initially studied

Creekside Dr.

Cindy Ann Ln.

INFORMATION.SUPPORT.HOPE

Explore the legal, ﬁnancial, psychological and social issues of divorce.
Discover community resources available to help you.
Talk with other persons experiencing similar life changes.

The Woodlands Preparatory
School, 27440 Kuykendahl Road,
Tomball
1-800-431-6829
$399 (per student), $349 (per
sibling). 9 a.m.-4 p.m. (July 18-22)
www.markkistler.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND A RESERVATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Kevin Pinkley, AIFA®,CDFA™,CIMA®
832-375-0900
Kevin.Pinkley@secondsaturdaywoodlands.com
www.SecondSaturdayWoodlands.com

WHEN:

Saturday, August 13, 2016

WHERE:

Emmy Award-winning artist Mark Kistler stands in front of a wall full of
framed images created by his former viewers.

Kistler has authored and illustrated
several books during his career.

Minions from “Despicable Me” mingle with Olaf from “Frozen.”

CLAYMATION SPECIALIST:
Jamie Hazelwood
(3-D animator)

Camp

FEATURED TEACHERS
DRAWING SPECIALIST:
Mark Kistler
MUSICAL THEATER DIRECTOR:
Christopher J. Murphy

SECOND SATURDAY DIVORCE WORKSHOP
Second Saturday Divorce Workshop provides unbiased
information to help you understand your options and move
forward with your life. We believe the more information and
support you have as you move forward through this difﬁcult
process, the more informed decisions you can make.

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

PBS star brings Fine Arts Camp to The Woodlands

Lone Star College – University Center at Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77384

(actor, director and producer)

PUPPETEER SPECIALIST:
Tommy Simms
(animator, puppeteer, cartoonist
and illustrator)

Les French’s

CLEAR LAKE SCHOOL OF ROCK
TEACHERS:
Jeremy Horton and Kate Farmer
CARTOON SPECIALIST:
Ryan Shaw
(children’s book illustrator and
Spring resident)

GUEST ARTISTS:
Rod Thornton
(comic superhero artist, retired
Houston firefighter)

Brandon Ray
(paper cut animator, media creator)

A-1 Bail Bonds
936.788.2245

www.a1bailbonds.net
Mari Van de Ven, Agent
MoCo Lic# 31
Se Habla Espanol
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Mitchell and his wife Cynthia Woods Mitchell
attend The Woodlands 10th anniversary party.

George Mitchell (left), Merlyn Christie (center) and Johnny Mitchell ran a petroleum exploration
firm called Oil Drilling in the 1960s.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion is an
anchor in The Woodlands for events.

Roger Galatas was named president of The
Woodlands Corporation in 1986.

COMMUNITY

George’s Coffee Club

Founding members of The Woodlands keep George Mitchell’s visionary legacy alive
By Beth Marshall

M

ore than 40 years since The
Woodlands opened, several
longtime residents have
started a monthly coffee club whose
goal is to discuss the community’s history and George Mitchell’s legacy.
Roger Galatas, former president of
The Woodlands Corporation, Tom Cox,
former custom homebuilder, and Jeff
Harris, former senior vice president
of administration for The Woodlands
Corporation, started the club in January
to honor, respect and communicate
Mitchell’s vision.
“We’re not trying to get anyone
elected into office; we’re not trying to
promote anything; we’re just trying
to share information we know about
[The Woodlands’ history],” said
Galatas, president and CEO of Roger
Galatas Interests and author of “The
Woodlands: The Inside Story of Creating a Better Hometown. “Hopefully,
it will be useful to somebody.”
The 35-member group meets on the
third Wednesday morning of each
month at The Woodlands Country
Club. Guest speakers are invited to
discuss various topics, such as education, health care, the environment,
personal safety and economic development, and how far The Woodlands
has come in establishing these concepts in the community.
“People here did things on faith
in belief in George’s vision,” Galatas
said. “That’s what kept them inspired.
George’s vision was well-articulated.
That’s what we’re trying to do, too.”

Preserving history
When Mitchell embarked on his
plan for The Woodlands in the 1960s,
it was not without a struggle, Harris
said.
“We didn’t have the financial
results to go off our history, so we
had to paint a picture to our banks
about the future,” Harris said. “We
had a 20-year plan. I presented this
20-year plan that said that we would
have about 120,000 people living in
The Woodlands, and there would be
high-rise condominium housing. The
banker … laughed at my presentation.
He said there was no way that would
ever occur. You can imagine what
kind of hurdles we had to attract capital to this swamp, really. It was that
very beginning hard work that set the
stage for what you can see today.”

“People here did things on
faith in belief in George’s
vision. ”
—Roger Galatas, former president of The
Woodlands Corporation

Club member Bruce Tough, former
chairman for The Woodlands Township, grew up watching The Woodlands
take shape. He agreed the community
would not be what it is today without
the dedication Mitchell and the people
he recruited to start the community
showed in the beginning.
Galatas said the influx of people
moving to The Woodlands each year

has diminished knowledge of the
community’s history.
“The one thing I would like to
emphasize is thousands of people
move to The Woodlands every year
who don’t have a clue about [the
history],” Galatas said. “It’s not their
fault. One objective is to share this
information with newcomers.”
Club member Mary MattesonParrish, a retired real estate agent and
former Lone Star College trustee, has
been a resident of The Woodlands since
1973. She worked with The Woodlands
Development Company when The
Woodlands Resort—then The Woodlands Inn—was under construction.
“Even in my small role in the world,
we were all so enamored of what was
being created here,” Matteson-Parrish
said. “I’ve never quite gotten over that.
Even to this day, with all the stuff that’s
going on, it’s just amazing to me.”
Club member Shannon Altieri
moved to The Woodlands 11 years ago
from Amarillo and has worked with
Galatas for eight years.
“When we moved here, I remembered seeing the license tags that said,
‘The Hometown,’ and it felt like that,”
Altieri said. “I don’t always feel like
you get that anymore. The amenities,
everybody loves, and they’re great. We
wouldn’t want to be without them, but
just to go out and see people that you
know [is] very rare.”
Looking forward
Club member Dan Hauser, resident

of The Woodlands since 1979 and
retired regional manager for Woodforest National Bank, said township
leaders will have to take over expressing Mitchell’s vision, making the
history of The Woodlands that much
more important to communicate.
“I’d like to see that decisions are
made not by emotion, but by facts and
by planning,” Hauser said. “We didn’t
do everything that George wanted. He
got turned down four or five times on
certain things, and he’d look for an
alternative.”
Tough said he feels the growth of
The Woodlands was a team effort,
and people were willing to negotiate
hurdles that stood in the way. He said
the future of The Woodlands is in the
hands of the community’s leaders.
“Ten years from now, we will be a
city,” Tough said. “It will be a different
entity. Whether the preservation and
the integrity of The Woodlands is maintained will be up to that governmental
entity.”
Harris said he remains optimistic about the future of the master-planned community model.
“This will evolve, and it will work,”
Harris said. “[The Woodlands] will be
a catalyst for growth in this area.”
Although the members of
George’s Coffee Club have their
work cut out for them spreading
Mitchell’s message to The Woodlands, residents also have the
opportunity to absorb and share
this information.
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CRU FOOD & WINE BAR
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 650, The Woodlands
281-465-9463 • www.cruawinebar.com
A variety of brunch beverages are available at CRU Food & Wine
Bar in Market Street. A popular option is the mojito, which is made
with Tekeen cucumber lime and New Zealand sauvignon blanc. The
drink is $9 and available Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m.3 p.m. during brunch hours.

STRAWBERRY COLADA SMOOTHIE
NESTLE TOLL HOUSE CAFE
25 Waterway Ave., Ste. 125, The Woodlands
832-663-6895 • www.nestlecafe.com
A popular smoothie available at Nestle is the strawberry colada smoothie, which is made with strawberries, pineapple, milk and coconut. The smoothie is $3.99 for a small cup and $4.59 for a regular cup.

ICED CHOCOLATE MOCHA
BROOKLYN CAFE
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-298-7488 • www.thebrooklyncafe.com
Brooklyn Cafe has four different iced coffee drinks, including the
iced chocolate mocha. The $4.75 mocha is made with chocolate,
coffee, ice, whipped cream and chocolate drizzle and served in
a 20-ounce cup.

RASPBERRY LEMONADE
COFFEESHOP COMPANY
26815 I-45, The Woodlands
832-616-3944 • www.coffeeshopthewoodlands.com
Coffeeshop Company has three types of lemonade on the menu. However, raspberry lemonade is one
of the most popular options. Made with Aqua Coffea water, raspberry and lemon-lime syrup, agave
nectar, two raspberries and a slice of lemon, the lemonade can be ordered still or frozen and
costs $4.55.

IF YOU LIKE PINA COLADAS SNOW CONE
FUNKY FLAMINGO SHAVED ICE CO.
618 Honea Egypt Road, Magnolia
281-750-9838 • www.flamingoicetx.com
The Funky Flamingo has a variety of snow cones, such as the If You
Like Pina Coladas snow cone. The snow cone is made with pina
colada syrup and shaved ice and costs $3 for a small size, $4 for
a medium size and $5 for a large size.

er

MOJITO

The Latin Nightlife cocktail at 1252 Tapas Bar is a reflection of the restaurant’s Spanish cuisine. The
drink is made with Buchanan’s 12 Year Old Blended Scotch and Benedictine, blended with fresh lemon
juice, agave nectar and ginger beer and costs $10.

oop/Communit y

A popular frozen yogurt known as a superfruit sorbet at Chiller Bee is the pomegranate raspberryflavored yogurt. The yogurt has a pomegranate and raspberry base with fruit juice and vegetable
juice for color. Customers can then top off the yogurt with fresh fruit, candy and other toppings. The
frozen yogurt costs 48 cents per ounce.

9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands
281-419-1260 • www.1252tapasbar.com

ap

CHILLER BEE
10868 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands
281-292-4905 • www.chillerbeeyogurt.com

1252 TAPAS BAR

sp

POMEGRANATE RASPBERRY FROZEN YOGURT

LATIN NIGHTLIFE

ew

The strawberry lemonade sangria is a local favorite at Bar Louie
that is made with SKYY Wild Strawberry Vodka, Ruffino pinot grigio,
pure cane syrup and Sprite. The drink is then garnished with fresh
lemon slices and strawberries and costs $9 per glass or $18
per pitcher.

The pineapple Patron margarita is a summer specialty at Baker St. Pub
& Grill made with Patron Silver Tequila, Patron Citronge Lime Liqueur,
Finest Call citrus sour mix, pineapple juice and Pineapple Real Infused
Syrup. The drink is finished with a choice of either a salt or sugar rim
and an orange slice and cherry on the side for $8.75.

tN

BAR LOUIE
24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
281-719-1900 • www.barlouie.com

25 Waterway Ave.,The Woodlands
281-362-7431 • www.bakerstreetpub.com
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STRAWBERRY LEMONADE SANGRIA

BAKER ST. PUB & GRILL
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A number of restaurants in The Woodlands offer thirst-quenching drinks and sweet treats that
are perfect to enjoy on a hot summer day. Cocktails, snow cones and frozen yogurt are just a few
of the items that are certain to keep you cool in the coming months.

P
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Designed by Dionna Saravia

PINEAPPLE PATRON MARGARITA

yA

Compiled by Abigail Loop and Hannah Zedaker

The Hawaiian Mule at Local Pour is a tropical take on the classic Moscow Mule. The cocktail is made
with New Amsterdam Pineapple Vodka, sweet and sour, and ginger beer. The drink costs $8 and is
served in the iconic copper mug and garnished with a fresh lemon wedge.

sb
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1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands
281-419-7687 • www.localpourhouston.com

to

GUIDE

treats

LOCAL POUR

ho

Summer
THE WOODLANDS

HAWAIIAN MULE
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COME AND SEE

WHAT THE FUTURE

FEELS LIKE
AT THE NEW AT&T STORE OF THE FUTURE.

Come into our newly designed AT&T store to try
everything firsthand, from the latest smartphones
and tablets to accessories that best fit your needs.

In the Pinecroft Shopping
Center next to Target
28033 IH 45 North, The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.292.4008

Screen images simulated. ©2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and the Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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The Greater Houston area and the state of Texas offer a variety of amusement and water parks to visit during the summer
months. Each park boasts its own distinctive ride, restaurant and entertainment options.

GALVESTON ISLAND
HISTORIC PLEASURE PIER
2501 Seawall Blvd., Galveston
409-766-4950
www.pleasurepier.com

The Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier was
rebuilt in 2012 in the exact location over the Gulf
of Mexico where it once stood in 1944. The $60
million project by Landry’s Inc. combines historic
carnival rides with modern theme park attractions.
The pier features 16 attractions, a broad selection of
traditional carnival games, several options for food
and refreshments and an antique photo booth.
All-day ride pass: $19.99 (attendees under 48”
purchased online), $26.99 (attendees 48” and up
purchased online)

KEMAH BOARDWALK
215 Kipp Ave., Kemah
281-535-8100
www.kemahboardwalk.com

Kemah Boardwalk, situated on the south side of the
Clear Creek Channel, has a sordid past and was
most recently rebuilt by Landry’s after suffering
damage from Hurricane Ike in 2008. The boardwalk
features 16 attractions, including the only wooden
roller coaster on the Texas Gulf Coast, the Boardwalk Bullet. The boardwalk also boasts 25 retail
stores, 10 restaurants, an aquarium full of exotic
animals and live music on The Plaza every weekend. Guests can also stay at The Boardwalk Inn or
host events in the hotel’s executive boardroom.
All-day ride pass: $18.99 (attendees under 48”
purchased online), $24.99 (attendees 48” and up
purchased online)

SCHLITTERBAHN BEACH
WATERPARK RESORT
100 Padre Blvd., South Padre Island
956-761-1160
www.schlitterbahn.com/south-padre-island

Located on South Padre Island, this beach-themed
water park is full of tropical attractions and family
fun. In addition to water rides such as Storm
Chaser and Gale Force, Schlitterbahn Beach also
has a seaside swimming pool, Sand Castle Cove
and Bob’s Float-In Bar. The park offers a variety of
dining options and also offers on-site, beachfront
guest accommodations.
All-day general admission: $50.99 (ages 12-54
purchased online)

Courtesy Typhoon Texas

All-day child/senior admission: $38.99 (ages
3-11 and 55 and older purchased online)

SCHLITTERBAHN
GALVESTON ISLAND
WATERPARK
2026 Lockheed St., Galveston
409-770-9283
www.schlitterbahn.com/galveston

This 10-year-old water park has a beachfront view
of The Gulf of Mexico and features thrill rides, such
as the Soaring Eagle zip line, kid-friendly play areas
like Torrent Beach and body slides like the Faust
Und Furious. Schlitterbahn Galveston offers heated
and covered pools, including the Wasserfest heated
pool and swim-up bar as well as an on-site resort.
All-day general admission: $50.99 (ages 12-54
purchased online)
All-day child/senior admission: $38.99 (ages
3-11, 55 and older purchased online)

SCHLITTERBAHN NEW
BRAUNFELS WATERPARK
400 N. Liberty Ave., New Braunfels
830-625-2351
www.schlitterbahn.com/new-braunfels

The 70-acre original location of the Schlitterbahn
water parks sits on the banks of the Comal River
and includes four different sections. Attractions
include thrill rides, such as Dragon’s Revenge and
Master Blaster Uphill Water Coaster, family rides
like the Wolfpack Raft Slide, designated children’s
areas and lazy rivers. One of the park’s distinctive
features is the Schlitterbahn West section, which
is fed entirely by Comal River water and includes
the Raging River Tube Chute, which shoots tubers
into the river. The waterpark has an on-site resort,
and although the park has a variety of food and
refreshment stands, Schlitterbahn also welcomes
family picnics. Additionally, the park provides a free
shuttle service, free parking and free inner tubes.
All-day general admission: $50.99 (ages 12-54
purchased online)
All-day child/senior admission: $38.99 (ages
3-11 and 55 and older purchased online)

SEAWORLD SAN ANTONIO
AQUATICA

10500 SeaWorld Drive, San Antonio
800-700-7786
www.aquaticabyseaworld.com

WET ‘N’ WILD
SPLASHTOWN

TYPHOON TEXAS

Courtesy Wet ‘N’ Wild Splashtown

KEMAH BOARDWALK

Courtesy Kemah Boardwalk

Courtesy Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier

GALVESTON ISLAND
HISTORIC PLEASURE PIER

Aquatica, SeaWorld’s water park, features a variety
of attractions including wave pools, lazy rivers,
body slides and tube adventures. The park also
features macaw, flamingo and tortoise exhibits and
hosts a variety of refreshment and dining options,
including Mango Market and Waterstone Grill.
Tickets for Aquatica are not included in SeaWorld
admission and must be purchased separately.
All-day general admission: $40 (purchased
online)

SIX FLAGS FIESTA TEXAS
17000 I-10 W., San Antonio
210-697-5050
www.sixflags.com/fiestatexas

Six Flags Fiesta Texas features a variety of thrill
rides, family rides, children’s rides and water park
attractions. Live entertainment, dining and shopping
amenities can also be found at the park. New rides
that are open this summer include the Superman
Virtual Reality Coaster and the Fireball attraction.
All-day general admission: $57.99 (attendees
under 48” purchased at park), $72.99 (attendees
48” and up purchased at park), free (children age
2 and younger)

SIX FLAGS HURRICANE
HARBOR
1800 E. Lamar Blvd., Arlington
817-640-8900.
www.sixflags.com/hurricaneharbortexas

Six Flags Hurricane Harbor is North Texas’ largest
water park with a 1-million gallon wave pool and
50 acres of rides. The park has thrill, kids, family
and water park rides. Shopping and dining features
are also available as well as live entertainment.
Beachside Grill is a new amenity of the park and
will be open from June 10-Aug. 14. It will offer food
and live entertainment.
All-day general admission: $29.99 (attendees
under 48” purchased at park), $34.99 (attendees
48” and up purchased at park)

SIX FLAGS OVER TEXAS
2201 Road to Six Flags, Arlington
817-640-8900
www.sixflags.com/overtexas

Six Flags Over Texas is a 212-acre theme park
in Arlington that first opened in 1961. The park
features thrill, family and kids rides throughout the
park. New rides include the Riddler Revenge, the

Catwoman Whip and the Harley Quinn Spinsanity.
The park also offers a variety of dining options that
include All-American, Asian, healthy options, Italian
and sweet food.
All-day general admission: $54.99 (attendees
under 48” purchased at park), $69.99 (attendees
48” and up purchased at park), free (children age
2 and younger)

TYPHOON TEXAS

555 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy
832-426-7071
www.typhoontexas.com

Typhon Texas is a new water park in Katy that
features rides and attractions, dining and shopping
amenities and events throughout the year. The
park includes attractions, such as Tidal Wave Bay
and The Snake Pit—a two-rider tube slide, Lone
Star Racers and a lazy river. The park also features
Splash Cinema, which shows movies on Thursdays,
and live music entertainment. Restaurants at the
park include the River Grill, Smokin BBQ, Taqueria
and Ray’s Pizza and Italian Icehouse.
All-day general admission weekday: $39.99
All-day general admission weekend/holiday:
$32.99
All-day children/senior admission: free (children
2 and under)

WET ‘N’ WILD
SPLASHTOWN

21300 I-45 N., Spring
281-355-3300
www.wetnwildsplashtown.com
Wet ‘n’ Wild Splashtown is a water park in Spring
that features a variety of water rides for families
to enjoy as well as dining and shopping options.
Family rides include the Big Kahuna, which is a raft
ride, and floating along Paradise River in a tube.
Thrill rides include the Big Spin, which is a funnel-shaped waterslide, and the Brain Drain, which
is a seven-story slide. Events are also held at Wet
‘n’ Wild Splashtown with a dive-in movie event
happening July 15, Christian Youth Day taking
place July 22 and Texas Fest taking place July 31.
All-day general admission weekday: $35.99
(purchased online)
All-day general admission weekend: $39.99
(purchased online)
Children admission: $30.99 (attendees under 48”
when purchased online)
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Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes
With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

TWO MONTHS FREE
and bonus look & lease offer!

281-245-0388
25145 Panther Bend Court,
The Woodlands, TX 77380
thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com

EIGHT Model Homes Now
Open Daily in East Village!

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,
playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits

Visit Today:

From downtown Houston, take I-45
North. Exit Highway 242 and turn right.
Turn right on Harper’s Trace into
East Village.

New Homes from the $260s to $600s | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes,
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes

HarpersPreserve.com
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Message from

DEVELOPMENT

Grand Parkway sparks Bridgeland home
sales as projects progress
CY-FAIR With home sales in the
Bridgeland master-planned community trending upward, development
continues to move toward the Grand
Parkway.
Bridgeland Creek Parkway—an
east-west corridor connecting the
community directly to the Grand
Parkway from Fry Road—will open
by January 2017, said Peter Houghton, vice president of master-planned
communities with the Howard
Hughes Corporation. Developers are
also planning a 900-acre Bridgeland
Town Center that will be on both sides
of the Grand Parkway at the future
intersection, he said.
With 2015 home sales in the
community up 60 percent from 2014,
developers have a different story to tell
this year, Houghton said.
“We started with a low supply, and
the housing market has been very
resilient,” he said. “We had 51 home
sales in April, which was the thirdbest month in our 10-year history. The
opening of the Grand Parkway provided
a shot in the arm.”
Although price points have fallen in
the Greater Houston area due to the
declining oil and gas market, the effect
has not been nearly as pronounced in
Bridgeland, Houghton said. Trendmaker Homes started selling 80-foot
lots in the $550,000 range in May and
sold five homes before they were even
posted online.

“If the price is right, there are still
a lot of buyers out there,” he said.
Construction will begin on Bridgeland Town Center within the next two
to three years, Houghton said.
With 5 million square feet of office
space planned, it will play a major role
in attaining the goal of having one job
per home in Bridgeland—meaning
roughly 19,000 jobs.
“Having jobs in the community will
help keep people off the freeways as
well,” Houghton said. “That’s the ultimate definition of a master-planned
community. I can do everything here
and work here as well.”
The town center will also feature
a downtown area modeled after The
Woodlands, which Howard Hughes
also developed. Plans could potentially include multifamily, retail,
hotel, entertainment, light industrial
and warehouse development, Houghton said.
Developers are conducting a market
study to determine the extent to which
different kinds of commercial development would be viable, Houghton said.
Long-term plans include adding
17,000 single-family homes to the
community over the next few decades.
Howard Hughes Corporation is also
looking into an active adult community in Bridgeland that could feature
800 single-family homes for people
ages 55 and older, Houghton said.

President & CEO

At The Woodlands Area Chamber
of Commerce recent Discovery Day,
where we welcome new members
and review all the different ways to
be involved, I told the group that
we are a member based, volunteer
centered organization. We simply could not exist as an organization without the membership and could not conduct
the many community events without an immense network of
volunteers.
We strive every day to add value to your membership and
honor your commitment to The Chamber by providing the
best opportunities to engage with other members through
marketing and networking, community involvement, political
advocacy, and volunteering with non-profits in the area.
It is a given that your membership should provide a return
on your investment through marketing but there are so many
other ways The Chamber works for you. We often provide
opportunities to get to know others in the community who
make decisions that affect your business at the local, county,
state, and national level through our 4 O’Clock Speaker Series,
Business Advocacy Council, and candidate forums.
The Community Relations Team offers ways for local businesses to help those that are less fortunate or have suffered
catastrophic events, such as the recent floods. We recently
partnered with Market Street to collect donations for flood victims, some of whom were flooded multiple times. You can see
the incredible support of our members in the photo below.
As a fellow business organization, your Chamber is here to
create a positive economic environment where we can all
flourish, enjoy The Woodlands, and Live, Work, and Play
together.

Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Future roadway
Future development

99
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Shawn Arrajj/Community Impact Newspaper
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An aerial view of the Bridgeland master-planned community shows the onset of new development coming to the area, including new residential, office, education and retail elements.
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CURRENT Robinson Road

Robinson Rd.

Robinson Rd.
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Oak Ridge
Park Dr.

Current 2016 Delay
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Hanna
Rd.

50 total
HOURS

p.m.

174 total
HOURS

Projected 2025 delay
WITH NO BUILD OPTION

Oak Ridge North is examining solutions to reduce the amount of time motorists on Robinson
Road are delayed along the roadway over the
course of a year by 2025.
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configure a solution.
“We’re waiting for the city’s lead; it’s
definitely going to be on our agenda
whenever the city comes up with a proposal or solution,” Beasley said. “We
also entered into the TIRZ with the city,
so the county is going to be working
with Oak Ridge North.”
Council Member Tom Coale echoed
Rudy and said it will be a long time
before anything is decided since funding remains an issue. However, Coale

recommended the council move forward with an in-depth look at the solutions presented thus far.
“I think the next action that I would
like to see taken is to turn this over to
[Public Works and Engineering Director]
Joe Sherwin and get his prices for doing
various pieces that we’re talking about
doing,” Coale said. “He looks at it, gets
with Klotz and comes back in two weeks,
and we debate if we want to do them all
or pick one.”

ADDITIONAL

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER
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Funding possibilities
Vicky Rudy, city manager of Oak Ridge
North, said funding for these alternate
solutions is not currently available.
“We have no ideas about funding right
now,” Rudy said. “The most important
thing is to commit to what we’re doing.”
Kuykendall said the only possible
funding option as of right now is pulling money from the tax increment reinvestment zone, or TIRZ, since Robinson
Road was a project that was a part of the
May 2015 bond election that did not
receive voter approval. The road bond
approved by voters in November did not
include funding for any Robinson Road
projects.
The goal of the TIRZ is to bring in
more commercial development to Oak
Ridge North through tax breaks and
infrastructure improvements. Montgomery County and Oak Ridge North
are planning to share the cost of construction in regards to the TIRZ.
“It is true that there is currently
no money to fund Robinson Road,”
Kuykendall said. “We recently passed
the TIRZ that created a partnership
with the county to improve the land
east of Oak Ridge North. As part of the
TIRZ, we will eventually have money to
improve infrastructure and hope to use
funds from the TIRZ to improve Robinson Road.”
Matt Beasley, chief of staff for Montgomery County Precinct 3, said the
precinct’s newly formed transportation task force has acknowledged Robinson Road as a top priority, and the
county will be working with the city to

The city of Oak Ridge North is looking at a variety of options taken from a June 1 workshop meeting
presented by engineering firm RPS Klotz Associates as well as hybrid options presented by a City Councilappointed subcommittee consisting of council members Clint McClaren and Alex Jones.

Maplewood Dr.

Potential projects, studies
On June 27, Jones recommended
the council consider three alternate
solutions that RPS Klotz studied and
presented. Options include putting a
signal at Robinson and Hanna roads;
realigning Robinson at Hanna roads
and extending the eastbound leftturn lane; and widening Robinson
Road to four undivided lanes while
realigning at Hanna Road and adding
signalization.
However, Jones also recommended
four new alternate options that serve as
hybrids of the previous three solutions.
The four new options offered by
the subcommittee include widening
Robinson Road to three lanes west of
Maplewood Drive and to four lanes
east of Maplewood Drive; adding a synchronized traffic signal at Harlan Lane
and Maplewood Drive; adding a traffic
signal and a protected turn lane at Oak
Ridge Park Drive; and adding traffic
lights at both the Oak Ridge Park Drive
and Harlan Lane and Maplewood Drive
intersection.
Jones said the subcommittee recommended the council request a detailed
breakdown of estimated costs for
bringing streets up to par for construction with requirements related to the
four new options.
“That stems from the fact that [Klotz]
gave us these really low numbers saying
this is what it costs to throw it in, but
then we started pressing them at how
they got to these numbers [and] they
didn’t have answers,” Jones said.
The subcommittee also recommended the city request estimates of
total actual drive time to travel between
the Patsy Lane and Westwood Drive

RUNDOWN

20

residents to rush and throw something
together,” Mayor Jim Kuykendall said.
“We have the time to do this right.”

Robinson Road

20

Continued from | 1

intersection and Oak Ridge Park
Drive for alternate solutions.
“The matter is seeing when
you try to compare a solution—
especially when the alternatives we’re
throwing out here don’t exactly match
any of the solutions [Klotz] provided—
we’d like to know which ones are going
to benefit drivers,” Jones said.

Number of cars

Robinson Road

17 YEARS.

NX200t

$500

00

For our Neighbors in
The Woodlands.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090
281-569-3300

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or
preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer.
Offer expires 8/10/16.
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OPTION one

OPTION one
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Install a traffic signal at Robinson and Hanna
roads.
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Realign Robinson at Hanna roads, add signalization and extend the eastbound left-turn lane at
Hanna Road.

Projected 2025 delay

a.m.

55 total
HOURS

p.m.

520 total
HOURS

Robinson Rd.

p.m.

110 total
HOURS

Source: RPS Klotz Associates, city of Oak Ridge North/Community Impact Newspaper

Moving forward
Citizens of Oak Ridge North also
voiced concern over possible obstruction of property dilemmas some traffic
solutions would create and whether citizens will still be informed over potential
projects.
Jolene Custard, a resident of Oak
Ridge North who lives on Robinson
Road, voiced her concern at the June 27
council meeting regarding one of the
alternate solutions.

“By adding a traffic light at Harlan Lane
and Robinson Road, how am I supposed
to back out of my driveway?” she said.
“Harlan Lane goes into my driveway.”
Resident Bob Martin said he would
like to see more information made
available to citizens to better understand the projects.
“I’m really confused—and I’m sure
other people are too—because it’s very
important to the city and the residents,”
Martin said.

This option will be the same as the first option
but would add a Robinson Road synchronized
traffic signal at Harlan Lane and Maplewood
Drive.

OPTION four
Realign intersection

Widened
road
This option would be similar to the third option
in the RPS Klotz report but would add a Robinson Road traffic signal and protected turn lane
at Oak Ridge Park Drive.

The rest of the council members
agreed with Coale and are expected to
move forward with determining details
of the possible solutions. The city will
again work with RPS Klotz to get more
information back to residents.
Although the Robinson Road project is still a major priority for the
council and residents, there is no concrete timeline for future studies and
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Realign Robinson Road at Hanna Road, add signalization and widen the road to four undivided lanes.
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OPTION three

OPTION three
Realign intersection
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Robinson Road would become three lanes
west of Maplewood Drive, four lanes east of
Maplewood Drive and west of the rail crossing
and four lanes east of the railroad crossing to
Oak Ridge Park Drive. Robinson Road would
be realigned at Hanna Road to a single fourway intersection with a traffic signal.
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Subcommittee OPTIONS:

The Oak Ridge North City Council put together a subcommittee of two members who determined more
solutions to Robinson Road’s traffic after considering the studies put forward by Klotz.

Harlan Ln.

Klotz OPTIONS:

RPS Klotz put together multiple alternate studies to determine what solutions are best for Robinson
Road and presented them to Oak Ridge North City Council in early June.

This option will be the same as the third
option but would include a traffic light at Oak
Ridge Park Drive and a synchronized traffic
signal at Harlan Lane and Maplewood Drive.
*No projected 2025 delays readily available.
**No proposed costs readily available.

solutions due to a lack of funding.
“It’s the same old story. We have got
plenty of time to do this right,” Coale
said. “This is a major decision, and the
only way I know that it could be extradited is if some[one] comes along and
writes a check for it.”
For more information visit
communityimpact.com
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A New Luxury Custom Home Community In Front Of The Woodlands
Homes from the $900’s
Minutes away from major hospitals in the Woodlands
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Luis Esparza | luis.esparza@lvpre.com
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Moving can be tough. XFINITY is here to help.
Before you move, call our Move Specialists to find out how you can get up to a
$200 Visa® Prepaid Card when you select a qualifying HD Triple Play. Plus, don’t
forget to ask about XFINITY X1. It will change the way you experience TV!

Choose the installation option that works best for you.
Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose,
and we’ll arrive within a 2-hour appointment window – guaranteed.

Self move. Ask how you can take your
equipment with you when you move.

Call us at 1-888-522-5808 or visit us online at xfinity.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. XFINITY services not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer available from 6/1/2016-8/31/2016, and is limited to new X1 Complete Triple Play residential customers. 2-year term agreement
required with prepaid card offer. Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere
Visa® debit cards are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit xfinity.com. © 2016 Comcast Cable Communications, LLC. All rights reserved. All channel logos, trademarks and service marks are the property of their
respective owners. MGA99998-0025
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ROAD TO

INDICTMENT
Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal and commissioners
Charlie Riley and Jim Clark were indicted June 24 by a
county grand jury on Texas Open Meetings Act violation
charges. The allegations stem from negotiations between
the county officials and the Texas Patriots PAC regarding
last fall’s $280 million Montgomery County road bond.

May 9: Voters reject a $350 million
road bond referendum that included
a contentious Woodlands Parkway
extension.

2015

July 14: Commissioners Court
votes not to pursue a road bond
election in November 2015.
Aug 21: Montgomery County Judge
Craig Doyal issues a press release
announcing the $280 million road
bond referendum and an agreement
with the Patriots PAC.

Aug. 24: Commissioners Court

votes to place a $280 million
referendum on the November 2015
ballot.

September: Criminal attorney
Chris Downey launches a Texas Open
Meetings Act violation investigation.
Nov. 3: Montgomery County

residents approve the $280 million
road bond referendum.

2016

June 24: Doyal, Precinct 2
Commissioner Charlie Riley, Precinct
4 Commissioner Jim Clark and
political consultant Marc Davenport
are indicted by a Montgomery County
grand jury.
June 28: Doyal is suspended
without pay by the State Commission
on Judicial Conduct.
July 13: The first court date was
held for TOMA violation charges.

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Montgomery County
Continued from | 1

attorney John Choate said.
Political consultant Marc Davenport, who
previously worked on campaigns for Doyal
and Riley, was indicted as well, special prosecutor Chris Downey said.
In addition, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct suspended Doyal without pay
June 28.
The first scheduled court date for Doyal, the
commissioners and Davenport was July 13,
after press time.
“Any judge may be suspended from office
with or without pay by the commission immediately upon being indicted by a state or federal grand jury for a felony offense or charged
with a misdemeanor involving official misconduct,” the commission stated in the suspension order.
Riley and Clark were not suspended because
they do not fall under the commission’s jurisdiction, officials said.
“Over the course of the past several months,
the grand jury considered the testimony of
numerous individuals and evidence obtained
from a variety of sources,” Downey said. “They
determined that probable cause exists to conclude that the three commissioners and Mr.
Davenport violated the provisions of the Texas
Open Meetings Act.”
Doyal, Davenport and the commissioners
are accused of negotiating details for the Montgomery County road bond election with each
other and the Texas Patriots PAC via email.
The act mandates a quorum—or majority—
of elected officials of a governing body must
deliberate matters in an open meeting after
posting a public notice 72 hours in advance
of the meeting, said Kelley Shannon, Freedom
of Information Foundation of Texas executive
director.
“For 30 years I have been involved in the
public sector,” Doyal said. “I understand the
open meetings laws. I did not violate the open
meetings laws, nor did I conspire to violate
open meetings laws.”
If convicted, the offense would be designated
a Class B misdemeanor, which is punishable

by 1-6 months in jail, a fine of up to $500; or
both, according to the Office of the Attorney
General’s website.
Road bond negotiations
Two iterations of the Montgomery County
road bond referendum appeared on the ballot in 2015. The Texas Patriots PAC and residents of The Woodlands heavily opposed the
first version, a $350 million bond referendum
in May 2015, largely due to the inclusion of a
Woodlands Parkway extension proposed by
Riley.
Voters instead approved a $280 million
road bond in November after projects were
removed from the bond following negotiations between Davenport, county officials and
the Texas Patriots PAC. The TOMA violation
charges stem from those negotiations.
Choate said county officials did not circumvent TOMA laws, adding Doyal only met with
Riley and private citizens.

“I UNDERSTAND THE OPEN
MEETINGS LAWS. I DID
NOT VIOLATE THE OPEN
MEETINGS LAWS, NOR DID
I CONSPIRE TO VIOLATE
OPEN MEETINGS LAWS.”
—Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal

“If it is just two [public officials] or private individuals are involved, there is nothing
wrong,” Choate said. “They are alleging that
[the accused] had deliberations in secret and
tried to circumvent the notice requirement.
The only thing that was decided at the meeting
between Riley and my client was to put [the
road bond] back on the agenda. There was
no legislation agreed upon. It was put on the
agenda, and then it was [made] public.”
Choate said he and Doyal will challenge
the violation charges in court. Choate said
he believes the accusations were politically
motivated.
For more information visit communityimpact.com

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!

281-367-7770

The Woodlands & Spring
THE #1 Top Producing
Office in Texas .

TheWoodlands-Spring.com
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Are you on the move?
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Are you waiting for the “right” time to
buy or sell a home?

Are you on the move?

Are you on the mov

Call us today to sell your home!

Call
usright
today
to sell
yourushome!
NOW
is the
time!
Contact
today!
Call us today to sell your

281.363.2500

Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents are uniquely certified and
trained
to assist
in relocating
you
trained
to assist
in relocating
you
oror to assist in relocating you or
trained
your
loved
ones
your loved ones
your
loved
ones
Our agents are uniquely certified and trained to
assist in relocating you or your loved ones

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

Each Offi

by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
Each Office IsOperated
Independently
Owned and Operated

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by
office nationwide!
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlandsjoining
by our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands

joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
Stay informed
about what is going on in the Woodlands by
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands
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Local real estate news, trends, listings and data
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Q&A with real estate experts

New homes available

Alden Bridge, 77382

75 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

77 COMMERCIAL DATA

79 COMMERCIAL LISTINGS

Nearby development, amenities

15%
Land
sales, Second quarter 2016

Land parcels available for sale

The monthly real estate section features
news on local trends along with data and
listings for residential, multifamily and
commercial properties.
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12%
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242

6%

45

3%
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Looking for your dream home
in a dream location?

11 WILLOWCREST

38 SLATESTONE

Y BRANCH
67 MARLBERR
$1,138,000
g
• Cochran’s Crossin
e
• Showcase Hom
3
• 4 3.2

59 NORTHGAT
E DRIVE

GS

25310 TITAN SPRIN
$489,000
• Alden Bridge
• Updated
• 4 3.5
3

$435,000
e
• Alden Bridg
ed
el
• Remod
3
• 4 3.5

$999,500
• Grogan’s Poin
t Estate Lot
• Major Updat
es
• 4 3.2
3

For more information, CHECK
OUT
including photos,
OUR
floor-plans, and
private showings, log on to:
Direct:

713-256-4998 Office: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

$549,900
treat
• Auburn Lakes Re
a
• Pool/Spa/Caban
3
• 5 4

VIRTUAL

U VIDEOS
R
H
T
K
L
WA

www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors
FLORY-CIMPACT-2016-HALF-1JULY.v2.indd 1

28/06/2016 14:49
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HIGH MEADOW RANCH

37843 CANYON VIEW CT. | $939,900

THE WOODLANDS

THE WOODLANDS

7 JESTER OAKS PL. | $345,000

267 BLOOMHILL PL. | $200,000

THE WOODLANDS

WINDROSE WEST

11 PRAIRIE FALCON PL. | $418,000

20803 BENDING PINES | $669,900

THE WOODLANDS

11 PRISM POINT PL. | $529,900

THE WOODLANDS

91 ROBINDALE CIR. | $338,900

TOMBALL

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.
Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.
Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

VINTAGE PARK 281.440.1221
n

THE WOODLANDS 936.447.9625
n

heritagetexas.com

®

®

31503 HELEN | $449,900
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REAL ESTATE

BACKYARD POOL GUIDE:

Ask a Realtor
Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer tips to
homebuyers and sellers considering buying or selling a home in
or around The Woodlands.

By Abigail Loop

In terms of outdoor lighting in a backyard patio or pool area, what is the
best way to draw attention to backyard
amenities?  

There are many different types of

landscape lighting that can be used in
a yard. Some of the most popular types
are moon lights that are placed in the
trees. They will light up a backyard with
a moon glow.
Other common types are solar or
electrical lights placed in the flower beds
or along pathways.
What is your advice on placing walkways throughout a yard to create an
attractive path?  

Walkways and pathways can be a very
attractive addition to a backyard, and
they appeal to many buyers. The most
popular types are crushed granite and
paver stones.
A winding pathway leading to a bench
or sitting area in a backyard makes for
a very nice presentation.

The style of
the pool

The condition of the
pool and making sure
it is well-maintained

The age of the pool
(updating in the future
might be necessary)

Cost:
The average cost in the U.S.
to install and equip a concrete
pool starts at $30,000.

1. Take into account adding

extra details, such as safety
fences, waterfalls, lighting and
landscaping.

2. Cost also depends on the

type of pool chosen. Granite is
the most popular style of pool
in 2016.

2

1

I AM > 63
I am

discovering.

Live the best of both worlds in Bonterra at Woodforest.

Savor exciting resident outings, plus enjoy convenient access
to all of Woodforest’s amazing amenities. Escape the ordinary
and live greater than your age at Bonterra.
Please contact our
Internet Home Consultants
at 281.780.4652 or
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

LiveBonterra.com | New Homes mid $200s–$400s
All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees,
planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay
without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/
or planned elements of Bonterra at Woodforest Community’s current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and
options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only
that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one
resident of household must be 55 or older, and additional restrictions apply.
Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent
residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit
www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © June 2016, Taylor
Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Source: HouseLogic/Community Impact Newspaper

When choosing trees to plant in your
yard, there are several things to consider, such as how long you plan to live
in the home, as some trees take longer to
mature than others.
You also must decide whether you
want a tree that flowers or drops leaves,
which will require maintenance. You
have to be careful where to plant a tree in
your yard so that, as the tree matures, the
limbs and branches don’t touch the roof
of the home.

A swimming pool can add value to your home if you live in a higher-end
neighborhood, live in a warm climate or your lot is big enough
to accommodate a pool and still have room for play or gardening.

Things to consider when selling a house with a pool:

Christine Hale
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring
What is the best way to establish trees in
the front yard and backyard to increase
curb appeal?

Benefits:
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REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home values: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, swimming pools,
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Builder: Shea Homes
Square footage: 2,734-3,677
Home values: $519,000+
Amenities: nature trails, parks,

1

shopping center

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

2

6

HHAORUDSYTON
SAM

Map not to scale

832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar,
Partners in Building, Ryland Homes,
Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

2 Harmony
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland
Homes, Perry Homes, Taylor Morrison,
Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway,
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails,
Barefoot Park, The Thicket Recreation
Center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School and
Oak Ridge North High School)

3 The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217

Builder: Frankel Building Group
Square footage: 4,000-6,000
Home values: $1 million-$2.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails,
shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate
School, McCullough Junior High School,
The Woodlands High School)

4 Lakeside Cove
832-764-0006
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf
course

Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary
School, Knox Junior High School,
Wilkerson Intermediate School, The
Woodlands College Park High School)

5 Preserve at Northampton
281-251-4666

Builder: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: pool, playgrounds, walking
trails, shopping centers

10 Braided Branch
832-559-8986
www.darlinghomes.com

99

1 Falls at Imperial Oaks

8 Wooded Overlook
281-516-0899

Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton
Elementary School, Krimmel
Intermediate School, Klein Oak High
School)

6 Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems,
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

7 Northgrove at Spring Creek
855-289-8565
www.northgrovetx.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, Toll
Brothers and Trendmaker Homes
Square footage: 2,888-6,064
Home values: $326,990-$659,995
Amenities: NorthGrove Lodge amenity
center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,940-3,770
Home values: $515,990-$617,990
Amenities: hiking and biking trails,
aquatic center, parks

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

11 Lakes at Creekside
281-376-1500
www.lakesatcreekside.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Trendmaker
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 2,752-4,927
Home values: $370,000-$540,000+
Amenities: hike and bike paths, splash
pad, lakes, shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Creekside Park
Junior High School, Tomball High
School)

12 Del Webb-The Woodlands
866-210-6878
www.delwebb.com

Builder: Del Webb
Square footage: 1,710-2,607
Home values: $273,990- $353,990
Amenities: clubhouse, walking trails,
tennis courts

Schools: Conroe ISD (Buckalew
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate
School, The Woodlands High School)
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biking trails, picnic areas

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

14 Honeycomb RidgeThe Woodlands
713-632-2957
www.honeycombridge.com

Builders: First Stone Homes
Square footage: 4,300+
Home values: $900,000+
Amenities: shopping centers, schools,

Builders: Ashton Woods, Coventry
Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation
Homes
Square footage: 1,986-4,612
Home values: $200,000-$600,000
Amenities: resort-style swimming pool,
picnic tables, recreation center, Tamarac
Park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Tom Cox
Intermediate School, York Junior High
School, Oak Ridge High School)

16 Bender’s Landing Estates
www.benderslandingestates.com

Retreat at Augusta Pines is a gated
community in proximity to the Augusta
Pines golf course and features a
junior Olympic-size swimming pool, a
clubhouse with a banquet hall and more
than 30 acres of lakes and green spaces.
A lighted basketball pavilion and softball
field are also available for residents
to use as well as barbecue grills and
playgrounds.
Home designs include 12-foot ceilings and
natural light as well as covered patios,
optional French doors for the master
bedroom and a master bath with a barrel
ceiling, large walk-in shower and separate
sink areas with a garden tub with glass
blocks.

Builders: CalAtlantic Homes, Drees
Homes

Starting price range: $389,990-

Augusta
Pines
Pkwy. E.

$887,900

Square footage: 2,605-5,216
Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School,
Klein Oak High School)
Anticipated completion: TBA

Unparalleled Luxury.
Unbelievable Locations.
Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!

y
Ra

fo r

d.
dR

r.

Builders: Partners in Building, Gallery
Custom Homes, Lewis Custom Homes
Square footage: 2,967-6,338
Home values: $500,000-$1.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails,
playground
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge North High School)

Retreat at Augusta Pines

No r thcrest D

nature trails
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary
School, Vogel Intermediate School, Knox
Junior High School, The Woodlands
College Park High School)

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

W
.

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,500-5,528
Home values: $700,000+
Amenities: Golf course, hiking and

15 The Meadows at Imperial Oaks
www.themeadowsatimperialoaks.com

Photos courtesy Retreat at Augusta Pines

13 Coronet Ridge
281-516-0899
www.tollbrothers.com

281-755-6034
www.calatlantichomes.com

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park

Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899
Coronet Ridge - Limited Home Sites Remain!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve

Located on the Grand Parkway. Conroe ISD
Sycamore Heights
Premier Access to the Grand Parkway!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Magnolia Ridge
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek

Don’t Miss Our National Sales Event - Ends 7/24!
Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

One-Story Floor Plans Now Available! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022
Executive Collection
New Option Features Just Added!
From the mid-$400s
Estate Collection - Gated Home Sites Available
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide.
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The Village of Alden Bridge is one of
the newer and larger villages in The
Woodlands—it opened in 1994. In
proximity to FM 2978 and FM 1488,
the village is home to more than
18,000 residents and has about 7,000
homes. Two shopping centers are within
the village as well as parks, walking areas
and playgrounds.

Alden Bridge, 77382

Recent listings

Square footage: 1,653-6,501

127 W. Slatestone Circle		

Home values: $167,000-$501,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
3,149 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder		 281-602-8820
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
3,285 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder		 281-602-8820
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

134 Chorale Grove Court		

$329,000

3 Sweet Birch Place		

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
Agent: Glenn Wright		
Jane Hardcastle Realty

2,757 sq. ft.
713-557-4477

Amenities: parks, shopping center, walking
trails
77384

51 Silver Bayou Court		

$397,500

Schools: Conroe ISD (Barbara Bush
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate
School, College Park High School,
The Woodlands High School)

1488

77382
77385

77381
45

77389

$489,700

77386
77380

Market data provided by
Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Property taxes (in dollars):
The Woodlands Township	
Montgomery County	
Montgomery County Hospital District
Lone Star College System	
Montgomery County MUD No. 46	
Montgomery County MUD No. 47	
Montgomery County MUD No. 67	
Conroe ISD	

0.2500
0.4800
0.0700
0.1100
0.2300
0.2500
0.2800
1.2800

Total (per $100 value)

2.9500

Median
home value

Median price
per square foot

$401,500

Median annual
property taxes

$134.30

$8,250

Homes on
the market*

99

$275,000

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
2,334 sq. ft.
Agent: Richard Raanes		 281-788-5979
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

Homes under
contract*

Average days on
the market*

40

51

*As of 7/1/16

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data
Median price of homes sold

On the market (June 2016)

Price

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

77380

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389

$550,000

$149,999 or less

2/29

-

-

4/30

7/24

5/24

$500,000

$150,000–$199,999

11/25

11/48

-

1/22

15/32

45/36

18/37

$200,000–$299,999

17/44

52/52

40/56

41/86

64/58

139/56

69/75

$300,000–$399,999

9/120

37/54

41/50

56/69

43/124

117/61

87/67

$400,000–$499,999

4/60

24/68

46/44

21/90

16/107

49/119

49/92

$500,000–$599,999

4/165

29/76

31/77

19/130

13/309

28/136

32/96

$200,000

Price Range

77381

77382

June 2015 vs.
77384

77385

June 2016
77386

-33%
-22%

$450,000
$400,000
$350,000

-6.3%

$300,000

$600,000–$799,999

16/95

26/66

49/74

30/159

5/87

25/115

41/106

$150,000

10/57

14/74

29/82

11/65

-

22/91

24/95

$100,000

$1 million +

40/176

22/88

63/141

2/116

2/109

11/55

75/115

+2.3%

+4.5%
+20%

$250,000

$800,000–$999,999

-10%

–
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AUBURN LAKE ESTATES

JACOBS RESERVE

JACOBS RESERVE

24707 Emerald Manor | $1,195,000

1027 Oakshire | $975,000

1006 Holly Chapple | $550,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com
heritagetexas.com

77389

®
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LOCAL AMENITIES

NEARBY DEVELOPMENT

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

The Alden Bridge Village
Center

Alden Landing Apartment Homes

The Alden Bridge Village Center features some
of the following businesses at 8000 Research
Forest Drive:

Lakeside Park sits on more than 14 acres
next to Buckalew Elementary School in
The Woodlands and is a wheel-friendly
park. The park features a swimming pool,
two pavilions, play areas, a tennis court, a
basketball court and a skate and bike area.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baskin-Robbins
GNC
Ince Karate
Koko Fit Club
Kroger
L’Avantage Salon
Rico’s Hacienda
Subway

Number of units: 310
Square footage: 626-1,220
Unit features*:
• One-, two- and three-bedroom apartments
• Entertainment-style kitchens
• Dishwasher
• Spacious closets with extensive shelving
• Custom built-in shelving and hutch
• Garden tubs
Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.
Listed one-bedroom starting price range:
626 sq. ft.: $885-$990**
746 sq. ft.: $975-$1,095
Listed two-bedroom starting price range:
1047 sq. ft.: $1,195-$1,405
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,220 sq. ft.: $1,536-$1,695

D r.

n
sli
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W.G. Jones State Forest is off FM 1488
and is a state park that features hiking
trails and horse trails. The forest is one of
the nation’s largest managed urban forests
providing environmental education and
demonstration.

ark
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g
e
ll
Co

*All features vary by unit
**Call for most up-to-date prices
7575 Gosling Road, The Woodlands
936-931-4622
www.aldenlandingthewoodlandstx.com
*As of 7/1/16

Find Out more about our
Happy Camper Weekends!

Over 30 Parade Homes Open for Touring! Fun, free activites every weekend!

Register at WoodtraceHappyCamper.com

New Homes from the $260s - $800s

WoodtraceCommunity.com |

Take State Highway 249 north. Go one
mile north of Decker Prairie Rd./Hardin
Store Road and turn left on Woodtrace
Boulevard into Woodtrace.

FriendswoodDevelopment.com
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my son will never
know his grandpa.
Jessica and Wyatt – FivePoint Credit Union Associate

GET A

LOAN RATE

DISCOUNT

2%
up to

Federally Insured by NCUA

*

Get a loan. Help save a life.
When you get a loan from FivePoint Credit Union,
you can join us in the fight against cancer and
we’ll contribute 1%* of every loan we make
to the American Cancer Society.
Because together, we can make a
big impact for hope.

Visit MoneyForLoans.org

for more details.

*$500 maximum donation. Excludes credit cards and lines of credit. Rate discount does not apply to mortgages.
Normal credit rating criteria apply. Promotion dates May 2-July 30, 2016.
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE LAND SALES

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor
Houston, TX 77064
College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

The Woodlands Land Sales | Second quarter 2016

There have been approximately 1,700 acres of land sold in transactions in The
Woodlands area in 2016 to date. The majority of the purchases ranged in size between
one and nine acres. The median price per land of square footage has dipped slightly
since the end of 2015.

Compiled by Community Impact Staff

2016 by the numbers

Total land sales-acres

#

This chart shows the number of acres of land sold annually throughout the past five
years.

1,706

7,000
6,000

Number of transactions

183

5,000

Acres sold

134

Total acres sold

Median Days on the
market

4,000
3,000

69%

2,000

of transactions are
between 1 and 9 acres

1,000

10

Transactions of 50
acres or more

0

YEAR

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016 YTD

Median price per land-sq. ft.

This chart shows the total number of transactions for land sales in The Woodlands area
in the last five years.

This chart shows the median price per square foot of land sold in The Woodlands area in
the last five years.

300

$3.50

250

$3.00
$2.50

200

Price per sq. ft.

Number of transactions

Total land sales-number of transactions

150

$2.00
1.5

$1.50

100
$1.00
50

$0.50

0

YEAR

0
2012

2013

2014

2015

YEAR

2016 YTD

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016 YTD

Source: Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data and Xceligent

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

START YOUR SEARCH
THE CALDWELL WAY.
O F FI C E

n

INDUSTRIAL

n

With over 25 years of experience providing expert tenant
representation services to our customers, you can count
on Caldwell to find the perfect fit for your office needs.

LAND

n

R E TA I L

4526 Research Forest Drive #350
The Woodlands, TX 77381
281.664.6644 | CaldwellCos.com

RON ROBERSON, CCIM, SIOR
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2612 │ TIMBERLOCH PLACE

The Kink Team Keller Williams The Woodlands & Magnolia

281.364.4828 │ UberLuxeSales.com

DISCOVER A NEW LEVEL OF LUXURY
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REAL ESTATE

Commercial properties

Featured listings of active area properties
1623 Sawdust Road

Compiled by Community Impact staff

I-45 and Hwy. 242

Hwy. 242 and Lexington Drive

Sawdust Rd.

Robinson Road

242

R
mill
Saw

1

2

Lexington Dr.

d.

45

Robinson Rd.

242

3

4

4.97 acres
$1,731,944 ($8/sq. ft.)
Agent: Ross Foldetta		
281-466-2880
Agency: The Foldetta Group

6.79 acres
$1,183,141 ($4/sq. ft.)
Agent:Mark Terpstra		
281-664-6634
Agency: Caldwell Companies

Development land east of The Woodlands

Hwy. 242

32946 Egypt Lane

Village Center Drive and W Montfair Boulevard

242

5
11.29 acres
$1,750,000 ($3.56/sq. ft.)
Agent:Lewis Walker		
281-747-6334
Agency: RE/MAX

6
4.35 acres		
Undisclosed
Agent: Jeff Beard 		
281-367-2220
Agency: The J Beard Real Estate Co

.
lvd
tfa
ir B
on
M

Research Forest Dr.

W

Springwood Dr.

Egypt Ln.

2.20 acres
$1,750,000 ($18.26/sq. ft.)
Agent: Kent Willis 		
713-993-7150
Agency: Avison Young

Needh
am Dr.

4.49 acres
$3,600,000 ($18.41/sq. ft.)
Agent: Ruben Villarreal		
713-557-7095
Agency: RE/MAX

Vill

age

7
11.00 acres		
Undisclosed
Agent:Jeff Beard 		
281-367-2220
Agency: The J Beard Real Estate Co

Ce

nte

rD

r.

8

4.64 acres 		
Undisclosed
Agent: Rip Reynolds 		
281-719-6125
Agency: The Howard Hughes Corporation

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

MEDICAL SPACE AVAILABLE

1001 Medical Plaza Drive The Woodlands, TX 77380
ONLY 1 SUITE REMAINING
#220 available July 1

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tenant Representation
Office & Retail
Investment Properties
Land & Development
Medical
Industrial

1700 RSF • Reception • Admin • Office • Private RR • Water & Cabinetry
in all 4 Exams rooms • $18+NNN

1401 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands, T X 77380
281-723- 0215
OJ Bobek
oj@bobekrealt ygroup.com
www.BobekRealt yGroup.com
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Join us for
PICK TWO Lunch
Create your favorite combination!

AUGUST 1-SEPTEMBER 5, 2016

SET DINNER MENU
$35 per person
Restaurant will donate $5 to
the Houston Food Bank from
each dinner sold.

832-562-2520

2520 RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE
THE WOODLANDS, TX 77381

WWW.CRISPWOODLANDS.COM

(at Research Park Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)

Live Music 11am-2pm • $2.50 or $10 Bottemless Mimosas, Sangria, Poinsettia
Your choice of 1/2 sandwich and 1/2 salad or soup.
Served with chips, garlic fries or coleslaw for $10.00

$10
OFF
$30 OR MORE
With Coupon OR Text (10off) to 713-766-5408.
One per person. Not valid with other offers or set menu items.
With coupon only. Expires 8/10/16

$5 OFF
OFF
$5

1/2 PRICE PIZZA

With Coupon OR Text (buffet) to 713-766-5408.

With Coupon OR Text (Pizza) to 713-766-5408.

ALL
CANEAT
EATSUNDAY
SUNDAYBRUNCH
BRUNCHBUFFET
BUFFET
ALL YOU
YOU CAN
SUNDAY’SFROM
FROM9AM
9AMTO
TO3PM
3PM
SUNDAY’S

One per person. Not valid with other offers or set menu items.
With coupon only. Expires 8/10/16

Located inside the Holiday Inn & Suites Hotel
19333 David Memorial Drive
Shenandoah - The Woodlands
281.298.2800
johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com
Follow us:

DINE IN OR
TAKE HOME

One per person. Not valid with other offers or set menu items.
With coupon only. Expires 8/10/16

3335 College Park Dr. in The Woodlands

.
College Park Dr

Monday through Sunday 11 am - 10 pm
U.S. HWY.

Happy Hour 7 days a week all day

45

Best Asian Fusion in Town! Atsumi offers a unique dining experience
unlike anything else - come see for yourself!

www.AtsumiUSA.com

|

(936) 242-0044

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE
With purchase of 2 drinks. One coupon per table and cannot be combined with
other offers. Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 7/31/16

FREE DELIVERY

FREE CRAB PUFF
WHEN YOU SPEND $30

FREE CHICKEN FRIED RICE
WHEN YOU SPEND $50

Cannot be combined with other offers. Must present coupon.
Delivery Only. Expires 7/31/17.

DRAFT BEER - CHINESE FOOD - SUSHI

Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals
Automotive
Christian Brothers Automotive.............. 85

Dining
Another Broken Egg Cafe..................... 82
Coffeeshop Company........................... 84
Fish & Camaron................................... 85
Kolache Factory .................................. 82
Kona Grill............................................. 86
Lama Cafe........................................... 86
Marble Slab Creamery......................... 81
Namaste Indian Restaurant.................. 86
New Super Yummy.............................. 83
Sitar Cuisine of India............................ 85

The most unique birthday
party in the Woodlands!

Professional services
Cruz Air & Electric................................ 84
Joe the Plumber.................................. 83
Modern Salon...................................... 84
Pro Steem............................................ 82

Field trips and birthday parties

10%
OFF
birthday parties

Retail
Escovedo Consulting............................ 87
Health Market ..................................... 83

The most important part of our
company (ETB Development Company)
is our people and we spend many
hours coaching and developing them
to sustain our reputation for providing
an outstanding customer experience.
Our Research and Gosling store is the
flagship store for the ice cream side
of our business. Our goal is to make
this store into the premier location
for purchasing ice cream in the
Woodlands. In addition to a "new" (the
remodel is almost complete) store and
outstanding ice cream we offer indoor/
outdoor seating, free wi-fi, field trips,
and birthday parties at this store, and
one of the largest Marble Slab catering
operations in the United States.
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Please come visit us during
National Ice Cream month!

r.
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4747 Research Forest Drive The Woodlands, TX 77381

(281) 362-9111
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FREE ESTIMATES!

FREE ESTIMATES!
A PROSTEEM Company

281.547.0220

A PROSTEEM Company

281.255.0024

Present this card for

20%
OFF
TILE CLEANING
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with
your purchase of $199 or more.

In plant
facility!

WANT TO CHANGE THE
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

20%
OFF
RUG CLEANING
Customer drop-off
in-store

12/31/2016

Cash and check only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

BEFORE

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL
www. GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR • PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM-FIT RUG PAD
MOTH GUARD • PET ODOR REMOVAL • APPRAISAL
www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

25% OFF
FREE Sausage &
Cheese Kolache Any Dozen Kolaches

Now Open at

1500 Research Forest Drive
at Six Pines! 281-419-5537

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

FREE
Espresso Drink

$10.00 OFF
A Party Tray

With any purchase.

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or
specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

Buy 3 Get 3
Buy 1 Sweet &
Get 1 Sweet FREE OR Buy 6 Get 6
Of equal or lesser value.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

Buy 3 Get 3
Buy 3 Get 3
OR Buy 6 Get 6 OR Buy 6 Get 6
KOLACHES FREE KOLACHES FREE

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe 127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands
936-539-2050

281-292-1133

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 8/14/16. WDL-92

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

Franchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today
Order gift cards online
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THE WOODLANDS LARGEST HEALTH FOOD STORE

HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

•Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and Installations
•Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems
•Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backﬂow Preventers Installation
•Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet High Pressure Services • Sample Wells

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, Katy, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

346-319-2029
HOUSTON

281-256-2239
CYPRESS

Iridology • Hair Analysis • Foot Detox

It’s our
17th
Anniversary!

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

COME IN AND WISH US A

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES.

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER
HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY”

TO RECEIVE 20% OFF ANY ITEM
427 SAWDUST RD.
MON-FRI 10-6, SAT 10-4
281-367-0002
www.WoodlandsHealthMarket.com

WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY PLUMBING SERVICES

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured License #13044

Buy One Bowl, Get Second Bowl

50% Off
Super Yummy was created by William Wang. He has 20 years of cooking
experience in his own bowl of skills. He knows the Asian cuisine very well.
Currently there are two Super Yummy locations, one in Tomball and the
other in The Woodlands. Sushi is a big hit at both of our locations with 40
different kinds of rolls. We use the healthiest ingredients in every bowl we
make. We serve many different kinds of protein, vegetables and starches.
12 different sauces are featured to enhance the taste of your bowls. Lunch
and dinner served with many specials throughout the week. We cater
to our health conscious guests. Customize your bowl to be Gluten Free,
Vegetarian or Low Carb. Make your bowl to be allergy friendly!

www.superyummystirfry.com
facebook.com/superyummyatspring
Text: SuperYummy To: 95577 Get: Special Offers!

588 Sawdust Rd
Spring, TX 77380
281-419-7777

Saw
dust R
d

Hours:
Sun - Thu 11am - 9:30pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 10:30pm
45 North

Everyday from 2:30pm - 6pm

$5 off
OFF

Purchase of $30 or More

Everyday Specials
All Chef’s Special Roll $2 Off

Adult bowl only. Dine in only. One coupon per table.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 8/10/16

Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot be
combined with any other offers. Expires 8/10/16
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Happy 1st Birthday to US!
Thanks to our customers, we’ve had a fabulous first year!
Come help us celebrate on July 27th with special surprises
throughout the day & Live Music with Ramon Torres from 6-9 PM!
Happy hour will be extended from 4-9 PM.

Think of it as a spare tire,
for your home!
When you need it, you’ll be glad it’s there.

Safety. Security. Comfort.

Buy one item
get one item

FREE

(Of equal or lesser value with this coupon. Expires 8/10/16)

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

13176 WEST LAKE HOUSTON
PKWY., SUITE # 8
HOUSTON, TX 77044
832.876.0533
10490 HUFFMEISTER RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77065
281.807.4247
9635 N. HOUSTON ROSSLYN RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77088
713.896.4247
15202 MASON RD. #300
CYPRESS, TX 77433
832.653.5826
469 FM 1488
CONROE, TX 77384
936.273.4471

MODERNSALON • DAYSPA.COM

CGC Generators

SERVING YOU SINCE 1982
281-446-1597
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Smart fresh Seafood

SITAR
CUISINE OF INDIA
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET
One of the best and healthiest seafood
restaurants in The Woodlands

15% OFF
your order, up to $50!

WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25219 Kuykendahl Plaza, Ste G150
The Woodlands, TX

$5 OFF

CONROE

I-45 North

N

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380
(281) 364-0200

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table.

fishandcamaron.com • (713) 389-5363

next to
India Gourmet Spices

Woodlands
Pkwy.

Second location
opens mid June!

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils,
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

Valleywood

9950 Woodlands Pkwy, Ste 450
The Woodlands, TX

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM
Rayford Sawdust

Pkw
y.

HOUSTON

2978

W.B
ra
nc
h

Wo
odl
and
s

Crossing

One coupon per customer. Expires 7/13/16

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

19
19

$$

95
95

A/C
AC Performance
Check
Inspection
Freon and dye extra

Freon and dye extra if needed.
Expires 8/30/15
8/10/16
Expires
1/15/16CICI

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF

Any Repair or Service of $75+
Any Repair or Service of $450+
Any Repair or Service of $750+
Expires 8/30/15
8/10/16CICI
Expires

Expires
Expires 8/30/15
8/10/16
1/15/16CICI

Expires 8/30/15
8/10/16CICI
Expires
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Indian Restaurant
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road#115

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380
Spring, TX 77380
Behind
HEB
and
Sawdust
Rd.
Behind HEB
@@
I45I45
and
Sawdust
Rd.

281298
2985570
5570
281
– - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING
LUNCH BUFFETT

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm
($10.99)
NOW G
VIN
SER AND
R
BEE NE!
WI

2 FOR $20

Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.
Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be
presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/10/16

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm
Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm; Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Holly Hill Dr.

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381

45
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CHICAGO STYLE PIZZA • ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICHES • HOT DOGS

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm

Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama
Mediterranean Cuisine, located in The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere
in our new, larger and nicer location!
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.
Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from.
Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming effects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.
BEST
LAMB
CHOPS
IN TOWN!

LARGE PIZZA
$9.95

Holly

Research Forest Dr.

Six Pines Dr
.

r.

Hill D

281-651-5194 • www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

any entree!
Must present coupon. One coupon per
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm.
Expires 8/3/16

Rotisserie Chicken

Make it your own pizza.
Expires 8/3/16.

20% OFF

$9.95

Whole chicken order only.
Must present coupon. One coupon per
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm.
Expires 8/3/16

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381
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THE WOODLANDS

27820 145 North, Conroe, TX
www.woodlands@hccenter.com Hrs. 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

281.367.0420

24-HR ER,
IMAGING AND
SO MUCH MORE.

Trusted care from
trusted neighbors.
As a department of Memorial
Hermann The Woodlands
Hospital, we are always ready to
handle your family’s emergency,
as well as outpatient imaging
and lab needs.
Save time by checking in
online before you leave
home with ScheduleNow.

memorialhermann.org
9950 Woodlands Parkway
(near FM 2978, across
from Walmart®)
281.719.3333

THE WOODLANDS EDITION

