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Montgomery County recovers from historic flood conditions
Officials seeking solutions to prevent future flooding in The Woodlands area through low-impact developments
See Flood | 66

By Hannah Zedaker

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HISTORICAL FLOODING:

1990
‘95

2000
‘05

2010
‘15

2020

Oct.15-19, 1994: Hurricane Rosa, 9-29 inches of rain

June 4-18, 2001: Tropical Storm Allison, 5-38 inches of rain
Sept. 1-14, 2008: Hurricane Ike, 5-18 inches of rain
May 25-26, 2015: Memorial Day Flood, 5-11 inches of rain
April 17-24, 2016: Tax Day Flood, 5-15 inches of rain
May 26-28, 2016: Memorial Day Flood, 5-16 inches of rain

Gosling Road in The Woodlands was impassable May 28 in the Village of Creekside Park due to flooding from a heavy rainfall event—the second in six weeks.
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The Woodlands drafting new criteria for events
Staff to present preliminary special
event plan to directors in mid-June
By Marie Leonard

The Woodlands Township is developing new guidelines that may help mitigate traffic issues during special
events that cause road closures in the community. A special events operational plan will be presented to the board
of directors in mid-June with proposed criteria to review,
approve or deny events that cause major road closures.

“I think we all recognize that over the years not only
has The Woodlands grown in population, but it has
also grown in terms of activities that, little by little, add
to the calendar,” township Chairman Ed Robb said.
“There comes a point when it seems like it may be a
tipping point, and as we’ve added [events] we need to
reassess, and that’s what we’re doing. I think we have
good considerations that we need to take into account.”
The proposed guidelines provide criteria for the

See Special events | 69
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COMBATING CANCER

WITH EXPERTISE
Your stand against cancer starts here.
Memorial Hermann Cancer Centers have received full
accreditation by the American College of Surgeons Commission
on Cancer, making us Greater Houston’s first recognized
Integrated Network Cancer Program. This approval means our
Cancer Centers meet national standards established to
ensure cancer patients receive high-quality care. Our eight
accredited centers make cancer treatment accessible
and convenient to where you live or work. And our
caring staff and Oncology Nurse Navigators
are with you every step of the way.

memorialhermann.org

Located at 920 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite #100
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A B S O L U T E LY

D A N D Y.

Come tour this stunning Tuscan-style estate home exquisitely
crafted by Braziel Building Group.

11 Texas Dandy
5,832 square feet | 5 beds / 5.5 baths | 1.05 acre corner lot

WillowcreekRanchTX.com
281-351-1900

068-197 WR CommImpactAd_June_MECH2.indd 1

19744 Telge Road
Tomball, Texas 77377

5/26/16 4:45 PM
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2015

I recently returned
from a visit to Spokane,
Washington, where I met
my older brother for the
first time. Although we did
not know one other existed
until recently, it was an
eye-opening experience to
learn how similar we are in
many ways. We share one
thing in common: a deep
love for our community.
Gary is a full-time community volunteer who represents a beautiful, thriving
and self-contained downtown area that includes many
of the top-notch amenities that we have in The Woodlands. Most everyone who lives in “The Bubble” and the
areas surrounding The Woodlands feel a great sense of
pride in our communities. Every issue of Community
Impact Newspaper includes a focus on local businesses,
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We’re excited for Our Big Debut
Brand new state-of-the-art facility featuring

• Larger, more spacious and sparkling showroom
• Advanced service technology and interactive
showroom space
• Huge, new and improved service drive for convenient,
easy access
• Plush and well-appointed customer lounge
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New overtime pay rule approved
© 2016 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.
No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed
without written permission from the publisher.

nonprofits and key people who make The Woodlands
what it is today.
The most challenging part of our profession is
keeping ahead of the news that is important to all of
the residents and businesses throughout the collective
communities we cover. This month, we added our
fourth reporter to help us give more in-depth hyperlocal
coverage throughout the area.
Our team strives to be everywhere and to deliver various perspectives from informed sources. We know news
never sleeps, and our team provides updates to breaking
stories on our website, communityimpact.com/wdl.
Community Impact Newspaper strives to provide only
the best to our readers.

17830 N Fwy Service Rd.
The Woodlands, TX 77384 • 877-742-1187
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Is a cultural or performing arts
center needed in The Woodlands?
Yes, local arts
71%
groups need a permanent space for classes/office space.

14% Yes, I usually travel to Houston to partake
in cultural and performing art events.
9% No, the community’s existing facilities are good
enough.
6% No, surrounding communities have enough art
facilities and events.
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 5/11/16-6/1/16

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston

/fox26houston

BMW of the Woodlands

BMWoftheWoodlands.com

The Ultimate
Driving MachineTM
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Taylor is the
expert in robot
box engineering.

We are the experts in pediatric oncology. When
Taylor was diagnosed with leukemia, he came to
Texas Children’s to receive cutting-edge, life-saving
treatment. Now that he’s in remission – and
feeling like himself again – he needs specialized
follow-up care that he can’t find just anywhere.
Why are we bringing world-renowned pediatric
expertise and more than 20 pediatric subspecialty
services to The Woodlands? So Taylor can focus

on the more important things in his life…like
what his robot voice should sound like.
Learn more at texaschildrens.org/woodlands.
© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD044r1_052516

Opening 2017
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When you’re ready to go from
napkin to making it happen.

We can help you with your business plan
With Wells Fargo business plan resources, you’ll have access to:
• An online learning center, a business plan tool to develop or enhance your
business plan, and the competitive intelligence tool that lets you size up
the competition.
• Support and guidance of a banker from your community.
• Innovative products, services, and programs.
Stop by and speak to a local banker today, or go to wellsfargo.com/appointments
to schedule an appointment at a time that’s most convenient for you.

Additional tools and
resources are available at
the Business Plan Center on
wellsfargoworks.com/plan.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (2636601_18133)

2636601_18133 9.1837x11.25 4c.indd 1

5/13/16 12:21 PM
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IMPACTS
6

5

8

1488

3 Beth Ferester & Company
opened at 1070 Evergreen Circle, The
Woodlands, in early June. The real
estate company offers clients a team
of agents who provide marketing
services for properties and assist and
serve buyers. 281-367-4000.
www.ferester.com

16A
45

r.

hl R
ken

da

sin
gD
r.

K uy

ros

Bra
nch
C

Ri dge Dr.

2

1
9

lan

id
ntr
F li

Vision

Pk

Dr
.

Evergreen Cir.

K uy k

Sawdust Rd.

Gosling Rd.

19

5 Clay Hudson launched Trinity
Signature Homes on May 1 at 7424
FM 1488, Ste. D, Magnolia. The
builder offers custom homes on
clients’ own lots as well as inventory
homes. It specializes in the Magnolia,
Conroe, New. Waverly and Bryan
areas. 832-347-2000.
Ela
www.trinitysignature.com n Blvd.
6 Owners Shane and Mary
Anniboli opened Funky Flamingo
Shaved Ice Co. on April 20 at
618 Honea Egypt Road, Magnolia.
The eatery offers 45 flavors of shaved
ice sno cones, including stuffed
sno cones made with Blue Bell
Homemade Vanilla ice cream. The
1.5-acre location also features picnic
tables with umbrellas and games
for children, such as cornhole and
oversized Jenga. 281-750-9838.
www.facebook.com/
funkyflamingoshavedice
B irnham
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4 Owner Greg Goins opened
Treasure Hunt Auctions on May 6 at
28030 FM 2978, Ste. 106, Magnolia.
The auction house specializes
in collectibles and sells sports
memorabilia, guns, golf equipment
and World War II helmets.
713-494-7221.
www.treasurehuntauctiontx.com
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Now Open
1 Amici Cafe & Bakery will have
its grand opening in early June at
6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 220,
The Woodlands. The cafe offers
a selection of pastries, including
Argentinian empanadas, as well as
a lunch menu that offers soup, salad,

pizza and pasta. The cafe also offers
a variety of hot and iced gourmet
coffee, fresh squeezed orange juice
and fruit-infused iced teas. Formerly
Great Harvest Bread Co., the
location has free Wi-Fi, an outdoor
patio, TV screens and a kid-friendly
menu. 281-292-4417

2 JEI Learning Center The
Woodlands opened in May at
8008 Ashlane Way, Ste. 120, The
Woodlands. The learning center has
a variety of programs for students,
including math, English, reading,
writing and problem-solving math.
832-663-6446.
thewoodlandswest.jeilearning.com

Coming Soon
7 Marilyn Monroe Spas will open
its first Texas location at 24 Waterway
Ave., The Woodlands, this July.

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES
ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION
CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER
WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

Larry Harvey, CEO

Serving families and small
businesses since 1985.

Please contact us for our
second-opinion service.

1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.hfgwm.com • 832.585.0110

9

The Woodlands Edition • June 2016

10 The Cheese Course will open a
new location in Creekside Village in
The Woodlands by the end of this
summer near H-E-B in Creekside
Village Green. The Cheese Course
offers breakfast, lunch and dinner
options and a variety of cheese
boards, wines, craft beers and coffee.
www.thecheesecourse.com
11 Electronic repair shop In and Out
Smart Repair held a grand opening
May 20 at 6531 FM 1488, Ste. 313,
Magnolia. The business specializes in
cellphone and tablet repair services
but also fixes computers, video game
consoles and other electronic devices.
346-703-2174.

14 Focus Optical will begin
scheduling appointments for its first
clients in mid-August in preparation
for an anticipated opening in
September at 1925 Hughes Landing
Blvd., Ste. 600, The Woodlands.
The optometry office will provide
comprehensive eye exams, contact
lens fittings and will have a full
optical dispensary that carries
distinctive frame lines. The office will
have two optometrists and will accept
most vision and medical insurance
plans. www.focusopticaltw.com
15 Master Kim’s Tae Kwon Do &
Family Martial Arts will open its
Tomball location for classes in early
or mid-June at 24504 Kuykendahl
Road, Ste. 800. The school, located at,
offers taekwondo classes for students
ages 4 and up, including adults and
families who want to train together.
832-559-8553.
www.facebook.com/houstontkd

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

281-465-0700

www.woodlandsruggallery.com
Like us on facebook

News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

6

Courtesy Funky Flamigo Shaved Ice Co.

16 Noah Stone took over ownership
of three locations of The Joint
Chiropractic in late May. The clinic is
a wellness-oriented chiropractic clinic
and offers hands-on treatment for
patients. www.thejoint.com
A 6519 FM 1488, Ste. 513, Magnolia,
281-815-2608
B 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1470,
The Woodlands, 281-816-5312
C 26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A-115,
281-816-4593

Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and
Hannah Zedaker

Funky Flamingo Shaved Ice Co. opened in
April in Magnolia.

Anniversaries
17 Goodwin-Lasiter-Strong
celebrated one year of business
in May at 30340 FM 2978. The
design firm’s Magnolia-area office
specializes in civil engineering. The
firm also provides architectural
design, interior design, structural
engineering and other services.
936-367-4100. www.glstexas.com
18 Cureight by Hubbell and Hudson
celebrates its one-year anniversary
at 24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 125, The
Woodlands, on June 18. The cheftasting concept room serves eightcourse meals in addition to wine
pairings. Cureight is open Thursday,
Friday and Saturday by reservation
only. 281-203-5641.
www.hubbellandhudson.com
19 Namaste Indian Restaurant
celebrated its one-year anniversary
at 202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 115,
Spring, on May 16. The restaurant
specializes in lamb, goat and
vegetarian curry as well as freshly
baked naan. Authentic northern and
southern Indian cuisine is served at
both a lunch buffet and during an
a la carte dinner daily. 281-298-5570.
www.namasteir.com

COME VISIT US IN THE
PINECROFT CENTER!
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Courtesy The Cheese Course

9 Yoga Pod will open in June at
6777 Woodlands Parkway,
Ste. 204, The Woodlands. The fitness
studio offers a variety of yoga and
barre classes for both beginners and
advanced students and also offers hot
yoga rooms for participants.
936-443-0971.
www.thewoodlands.
yogapodcommunity.com

13 The Refuge Grillehouse will open
in October in the Village of Creekside
Park in The Woodlands. The eatery
will offer dinner options, including
seafood, steak and pasta as well as
brunch on Sundays. The new location
is an expansion of The Refuge Bar and
Bistro located on the Waterway.
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

New Ownership

The Cheese Course will open a new location
by the end of the summer in Creekside Village.

13

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

8 Texas Homeplate Baseball
Academy will open in June at 15222
I-45 S., Conroe. The academy
offers indoor baseball or softball
batting cages and hitting tunnels
for teams and individuals as well as
lessons and camps for participants.
832-887-7881.
www.txhomeplatebaseball.com

12 Construction is expected to begin
in September on Waterway Landing,
a new townhome community in East
Shore near North Bay Place and Lake
Front Circle. The project will feature
59 four-story units adjacent to the East
Shore clubhouse with homes ranging
in size from 3,000-4,500 square feet.
The community will also feature
access to two pocket parks and The
Woodlands Waterway. 832-995-9411.
www.waterway-landing.com

Co-owners Luis Padilla and Mark Zientek will
open The Refuge Grillehouse in October.

14
Focus Optical will open in September in
Hughes Landing.

Courtesy Focus Optical

Owners Jeff and Loretta Sommers
will offer a variety of upscale
services at the high-end salon, such
as microdermabrasion, facials for
all skin types, hot massages and
hydrotherapy. The Sommers plan to
open 10 new locations in the Greater
Houston area.
www.marilynmonroespas.com
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Giving back to our patients
what matters most.

STERLING RIDGE
Sterling Dale Place | $2.2+mil
4/5.5+ - ±6,740 sf
resort-style living inside & out
Mariela Campalans | 713.998.7982

THE WOODLANDS
Player Point Drive | $1.7+mil
5/5.5+ - ±5,993 sf
home on 7th hole of Gary Player
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MAGNOLIA
Edgewater Drive | $1.6+mil
5/4.5+ - ±6,998 sf
French-style estate in Old Mill Lake
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

GROGANS MILL
Doe Run Drive | $1.5+mil
4/3.5+ - ±4,878 sf
fantastic renovation on TPC course
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

GROGANS POINT
Red Sable Place | $1+mil
5/4.5+ - ±5,415 sf
classic & updated beauty | pool
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

SPRING
Newport Court | $840s
5-6/5.5 - ±5,677 sf
custom home in Benders Landing
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

Most of us take the little things we do every day for granted,
until a neurological disorder makes them impossible. With
Montgomery County’s only DNV-certified Comprehensive
Stroke Center, the neurospecialists at the Neuroscience
Institute at CHI St. Luke’s Health The Woodlands Hospital
are using breakthrough research and a collaborative

MAGNOLIA
Fishers Cove | $740s
5/4.5 - ±5,179 sf
2+ acres | updates | pool/spa
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

CONROE
Monterrey Bend | $520s
4/3.5 - ±3,844 sf
beautiful home in Woodforest
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

approach to recover function that is lost due to a brain
tumor, stroke or ruptured brain aneurysm. Because
discovering more ways to give back to our patients
what matters most to them is second nature to us.
Discover more at ImagineBetterHealth.org

CONROE
Grand Pine Drive | $510s
4/3.5 - ±2,986 sf
master down | game room | pool
Lisa Adams | 281.330.4342

GROGANS MILL
Chatterbird Lane | $430s
4-5/3 - ±3,088 sf
renovated | 2 masters | cul-de-sac
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

marthaturner.com | 281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

Neuroscience Institute
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IMPACTS

Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and
Hannah Zedaker

Tamina

Tamina Rd.

3
Sleepy Hollow Rd.

.
Robinson Rd

4 CTR Christian Academy
opened at the end of May at 29618
Wildfern Trails, Spring. The school
has classes two days a week, and
then gives homeschool work on off
days. Students experience hands-on,
interactive learning styles.
www.ctrchristianacademy.org

Oak Ridge North

Hanna Rd.

Rd.

9

5

fer

nT
ra
i

d

Tr
a

il

6

Ri
le
y

Spring
99

Fu
zz
el

Rd
.

7

1

Dr.

.
Rd
d
d.
Blv
un
xR
Fo

oo

l

rw

Rd.

4

Wi
nd

ve

.

Wood s

Ri

B lv d

or
yf
Ra

8

E la n

B ir nham

ford

eld
Aldine Westfi

Richard Rd.

e D r.

I m perial Oaks Blvd.

Ridg
Ray

45

Rd.

Oak

2

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Now Open
1 A new Wal-Mart Supercenter
opened May 11 at 2901 Riley Fuzzel
Road, Spring. The 187,000-square-foot
store offers fresh groceries and general
merchandise. It also has a full-service
deli, in-store bakery and fuel station.
The new store employs 300 people.
832-823-7815. www.walmart.com

2 Papa Amadeus, a new fine dining
Italian restaurant, opened in April
at 25602 I-45 N., Ste. 101, Spring.
The 52-seat eatery serves lunch and
dinner, including pasta, paninis and
salads along with entrees, such as
pan-seared salmon, pork chops and
seared scallops. Papa Amadeus also
offers catering and takeout services.
281-719-5873. papaamadeus.com

5 Chen’s Garden opened in March
at 606 Rayford Road, Ste. E, Spring.
The Asian restaurant offers dine-in
and takeout services, and menu items
include chicken lo mein, pork mei
fun and vegetable egg foo young.
281-292-8558.
www.chensgardenspring.com

1
A new Wal-Mart Super Center opened in May
on Riley Fuzzel Road.

2
Papa Amadeus opened at 25602 I-45 N.,
Spring, in April.

Coming Soon

Anniversaries

6 Today’s Vision will open in
mid-July at 2833 Riley Fuzzel Road,
Ste. 300, Spring. Today’s Vision
provides eye health care, eyewear
and contact lenses. 281-719-9926.
www.tvrayford.com

8 Express Family Clinic celebrates
its five-year anniversary June 6 at
610 Rayford Road, Ste. 644, The
Woodlands. The clinic provides
medical services for families that
include urgent care, school physicals
or routine checkups. 281-712-0624.
www.expressfamilyclinic.com

7 A new location of the Texasfavorite Whataburger is set to
open this summer at 3447 Rayford
Road, Spring. The 3,500-square-foot
restaurant will feature two drive-thru
lanes, accommodate seating for 88
customers and will employ 70 people.
The establishment will serve classic
Whataburger selections and feature
a mural showcasing the company’s
history. www.whataburger.com

9 The POD Aquatic Center,
at 26447 Hanna Road, Oak
Ridge North, celebrated its oneyear anniversary in April. The
10,000-square-foot indoor heated
facility includes an infant, training
and lap pool. 281-719-0816.
www.podaquatics.com

INVENTORY

6%
&

SALES

12%

FROM 2015

Direct:

713-256-4998 Office: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Sign up for our monthly real estate market
report on your neighbourhood

LET US
PREPARE A
CUSTOMIZED
MARKET
ANALYSIS OF
YOUR HOME

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors
FLORY-CIMPACT-June2016.indd 1

Courtesy Wal-Mart

Shenandoah

News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

31/05/2016 11:24

Courtesy Papa Amadeus

3 Free Eagle Storage opened at the
end of April at 10985 Sleepy Hollow
Road, Conroe. The storage facility
offers premium units that are 25 feet
by 50 feet and standard units that are
14 feet by 35 feet, 14 feet by 40 feet,
14 feet by 50 feet and 14 feet by 70
feet. 281-771-5575.
www.freeeaglestorage.com

242
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A TEAM OF LEADERS IN ORTHOPEDICS AND SPORTS MEDICINE.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRACTICING MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.

Left to right:

David Dice, Jr., MD, Marc Labbe, MD, John Fackler, MD, Eric Price, MD, Kenneth Palmer, MD

Our specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine are
honored to serve The Woodlands and Montgomery County communities
offering a wide range of services.
• General orthopedics & sports medicine
• Carpal tunnel syndrome
• Hand & upper extremity surgery

• Joint replacement
• Shoulder, elbow, wrist, knee, & ankle arthroscopy
• Neck & spine surgery

To learn more about our specialists, visit our website at houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics.
To schedule an appointment call 281.737.0999.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

KB Kasuals

Boutique finds niche in Hughes Landing

KB Kasuals in Hughes Landing offers laid-back, California-style clothing for women of all ages.

Courtesy KB Kasuals

California-based companies, are the
store’s best-selling brands, McDaniel
said. Both clothing lines offer relaxed,
everyday items, making them a perfect fit for KB Kasuals.
Additionally, necklaces sold at
KB Kasuals are a popular buy for
customers.
“We’re known for our necklaces
because they’re all one of a kind with
real beading [and] 24-karat gold,”
McDaniel said. “It’s all [made by]
independent designers—some local,
some I found on Instagram. Customers love it because they don’t make
anything else like it.”
Stones by Kate, Unique Urban
Rocks by Kym Jackson and Sofia Collection are a few examples of designers based in the Greater Houston
area whose wares are featured at KB
Kasuals.
McDaniel said she contacts design-

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

K

B Kasuals boutique opened
in 2015 as one of many new
storefronts in Hughes
Landing.
Co-owned by Krista McDaniel and
her mom, Sherlynn Burks, the store
offers laid-back, California-style garments for women of all ages.
“I just started Googling one day
and [asked my] mom, ‘Can we open
a boutique?’” McDaniel said. “She
said yes, and it just kind of started
from there. It’s evolved a lot since we
started.”
KB Kasuals got its start in the
River Oaks area in 2012, McDaniel
said. That store has since closed with
the opening of the location in The
Woodlands.
“This [location] has grown dramatically more than we expected it to,”
McDaniel said. “It’s been a lot of word of
mouth. [Customers] like that it’s locally

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

By Beth Marshall

An assortment of shoes and other accessories are available at the store.

“I’ve loved fashion my whole life and so does my mom
… I like how people can express themselves through
their clothing.”

KB Kasuals co-owner Krista McDaniel opened
the store in Hughes Landing in May 2015.

ers to make sure no one else in the
area carries their designs so there is
no overlap.
“We only get one size of each style,”
McDaniel said. “A lot of the stuff, we
pick the colors, the style, exactly what
size, and then once it’s gone, it’s gone.
We don’t reorder anything.”
Although the price range at KB
Kasuals is between approximately
$50-$250, McDaniel said the store
does not mark up their prices much
more than the designers charge for
their clothes, jewelry or shoes.
“We try and make [prices] reasonable,” McDaniel said. “We want to be
fair to the customers so they know
that when they come here, they’re not
going to find it somewhere else and it
will be cheaper.”

KB Kasuals
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 1175
The Woodlands
281-782-1006
www.kbkasuals.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sun. noon-5 p.m.

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

owned. A lot of our customers become
our friends, so it’s a lot of repeats.”
After attending college at the University of Miami, McDaniel returned
to the Houston area. She said she
noticed a lack of places she enjoyed
shopping in comparison to the Florida
city where she found many boutiques
with clothes she liked.
“When I came back, I really
couldn’t find anywhere to shop,”
McDaniel said. “I’ve loved fashion my
whole life and so does my mom … I
like how people can express themselves through their clothing.”
Although the store caters to all
women, McDaniel said she typically
sees women between the ages of 35
and 70 shopping at KB Kasuals.
Wilt and Bella Dahl, which are both

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

—Krista McDaniel, KB Kasuals co-owner

Co-owner Krista McDaniel said she is selective about styles and quantity of each item.

KB Kasuals was one of many businesses to
open in Hughes Landing in 2015.

Designer brands sold at KB Kasuals

Store owner Krista McDaniel sells clothing and accessories made by designers who
operate in The Woodlands and as far away as California.
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FUN.

TALL
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LIVING & nature

reate a true sense of home at Woodson’s Reserve,
a distinctive master plan community in North
Houston located on the Grand Parkway. A place
where you don’t have to choose between the

convenience of city living and the comfort of natural beauty.
Discover miles of spacious, unspoiled nature nestled among
everything you love to see, do and experience. This is the life
you deserve.

New Homes from the Upper $300s - $600s from Four Award-Winning Builders.

For more information, visit

WoodsonsReserve.com

From I-45N:
Right on Grand Parkway.
Exit Imperial Promenade Townsen Blvd.

Open daily. Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features.
This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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Go with the flow

Varieties of yoga styles to choose from

Courtesy The Woodlands Yoga Studio

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

• Vinyasa flow: A yoga class during which movement
is synchronized by breath and covers a broad range
of yoga classes. This class is for the intermediate
advanced and for students with a strong yoga practice of a year or more.

Students perform an Urdhva Dhanursana pose, which stretches
the chest and strengthens the arms, legs and abdomen.

• Yin yoga: A slow-paced yoga class that focuses on
the connective tissues, such as the ligaments and
bones of the body and targets tissues in the hips
and pelvis. It is a good class for beginners.
• Gentle yoga: A good class for beginners during
which poses are done slowly and methodically with
an emphasis on building strength and flexibility.

Sue Brooks started out as a student at The Woodlands Yoga
Studio in 2004 and took over as owner in 2012.

• Basics: A slightly elevated class for beginners in
good physical condition and who can move slightly
quicker. The class teaches Sun Salutations, standing
poses and forward bends and twists.

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

• Restorative yoga: A deeply relaxing class during
which poses are held while being completely
supported with blankets or blocks to help achieve
the desired benefit. Poses are designed to help open
the lungs and release tension in the lower back.

The studio hosts a free breast cancer survivor class every
Tuesday and Thursday at noon.

Rates and packages

The studio reopened May 11 after shutting down in April due to
flood damage. The studio now has all-new floors.

BUSINESS FEATURE

The Woodlands Yoga Studio

Studio offers all-level classes, top certified instructors

Regular class packages:
• $103-Monthly unlimited classes
• $83-Special discount (school teacher/student/second family member/senior/veteran)
• $45-Three-class package: three classes within a
one-month period
• $36-Special discount (school teacher/student/second family member/senior/veteran)
• $99-Eight-class package: eight classes within a
two-month period
• $79-Special discount (school teacher/student/second family member/senior/veteran)
• $135-10-class package: 10 classes within a threemonth period

By Abigail Loop

S

ue Brooks first got involved with The Woodlands Yoga Studio as a student when it opened
in September 2004.
Now, 12 years later, Brooks owns the studio and
has seen the business grow to be more successful
as the years pass.
“I’ve been here the whole time—from a student
to a teacher and then to an owner,” Brooks said.
“We’ve been successful since opening. When I took
over, I did research on the growth of The Woodlands. I decided to take on the studio, and [students]
have doubled.”
The studio offers 39 classes a week and nine different varieties of yoga, some of which include Vinyasa
flow, basics, Yin, gentle, senior and prenatal.
Brooks said there are 18 instructors on staff, and
the studio holds the largest amount of Yoga Alliance-certified instructors in the area.
“The Yoga Alliance certification is the gold standard,” she said.
Brooks herself is the highest rated instructor and
holds an E-RYT 500 certification. The ‘E’ signifies
she has put in 1,000 hours of teaching as a Registered Yoga Teacher with 500 hours of training.
“I’ve had years of dance and aerobics,” she said. “I
always knew I’d end up doing yoga.”
Brooks said the studio has classes for age groups

ranging from seniors to children and offers four
different levels of classes for beginners.
“We have a very wide variety for lots of people
to choose from,” Brooks said. “Our customer base
right now is around 2,000.”
Aside from offering a variety of classes for
students, workshops are held occasionally during
which top yoga instructors from New York City
and California come to the studio to help instruct
students.
The studio also partners with Memorial Hermann
The Woodlands Hospital to hold a free breast cancer
survivor class for women to take part in as a support
group. Also, for those who would like to teach yoga,
the studio offers teaching training that is sanctioned
by the Yoga Alliance.
“People are really loyal here,” Brooks said. “We
support each other. We’re unique because we have
support of the community.”
Brooks said this support was especially evident
when the studio was damaged due to flooding from
a historic flooding event in mid-April. All the floors
in the studio had to be replaced, and the studio was
shut down until May 11.
“We just opened back up, and everything has
been replaced,” she said. “So we’re here, we’ve survived the storm, and the students have been coming

back. We’re strong.”
Brooks said in the future she would love to
expand the studio, but it is hard to tell at the present
time if it will happen. As for now, she would like
to continue helping students be healthy.
“Our instructors really want to help people get
well,” she said. “I feel that when a student comes
through the door that they are putting their body in
my hands. I want them to move, walk and breathe,
even at 80 years old.”

The Woodlands Yoga Studio
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Sawdust Rd.

25126 Grogan’s Park Drive, The Woodlands
936-271-1485
www.thewoodlandsyogastudio.com
Hours: Mon. 9 a.m.-noon, 4:30-8:45 p.m.; Tue. 9 a.m.1 p.m., 4-8:15 p.m.; Wed. 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3-8:45 p.m.;
Thu. 9 a.m-1 p.m., 4-8:15 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-noon,
6-7:15 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-6:15 p.m.
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Are you on the move?

Are you on the move

Call us today to sell your home!
Call us today to sell your home!

Call us today to sell your h

281.363.2500

Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents are uniquely certified and
trained
to assist
in relocating
you
trained
to assist
in relocating
you
oror to assist in relocating you or
trained
your
loved
ones
your loved ones
your
loved
ones
Our agents are uniquely certified and trained to
assist in relocating you or your loved ones

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

Each Office

by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
Each Office IsOperated
Independently
Owned and Operated

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by
office nationwide!
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlandsjoining
by our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands

joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
Stay informed
about what is going on in the Woodlands by
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands
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FIRST LOOK

Moyz Street Food

Family-owned restaurant finds success

Rich ard Rd.

Moyz Street Food offers the Chubby Gordita
plate, a Tex-Mex option at the restaurant.

Moises Ayala (left) and his cousin, Adrian Diaz,
opened Moyz Street Food in May.

menu options
BREAKFAST:

• Gorditas ($3.99 each)

• Tacos ($1.99 each)

• Costras ($3.99 each)

• Breakfast plate ($7.99)

• Quesadilla grande ($8.99)

Choices of eggs with ham, bacon, potatoes or

Moyz Street Food

Ray ford Rd.

The Top-Notch Burger is one of the homemade burgers on the menu at Moyz Street Food.

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Diaz] and his wife, who also bakes
for us. The whole family is together.
I’m at home in the kitchen.”
Ayala said costras, which are similar to quesadillas and cost $3.99, are a
popular customer favorite. The costra
consists of a tortilla with beans and
meat that is then covered with cheese
and grilled. Garnish is then added
on top.
“Another popular item is our
burgers, and the recipe is from my
cousin,” Ayala said. “We have a
cream-cheese stuffed patty that is so
good. We also have a family friend
who owns a bakery who makes our
own recipe of fresh bread. Our mayo
is also crafted every day.”
Aside from offering burgers and
Tex-Mex specialties, homemade baked
goods, such as cupcakes and cookies,
are offered as well as catering opportunities for birthdays and weddings.
Ayala said the new restaurant has
seen a positive response. He and
his family are planning on adding
another food truck to the restaurant
or a second location in the future.
“Our combination of Tex-Mex and
American are what we call street
food,” he said. “Everyone in the
community has been welcoming. I’m
living my dream.”

Courtesy Moyz Street Food

A

lthough Moises Ayala
opened Moyz Street Food
on Richard Road in May,
it is not the first time he has been
involved in the restaurant business.
Ayala has been working with food
trucks since he was 18 years old, and
he began operating his first food
truck in 2003.
“We used to be outside of bars
downtown and then moved more
north, toward Rayford Road,” Ayala
said. “My cousin and I then got
together—he makes burgers, and I
make Mexican food.”
The fusion of burgers and Tex-Mex
food is the foundation of Moyz Street
Food, which consists of one food
truck that drives around to different
sites around the Benders Landing
area and the new restaurant on Richard Road.
“Our food is very organic,” Ayala
said. “We’re close to a school so a lot
of our customers are kids, so it drove
us to change to organic vegetables.
We also use high-quality products
like inside beef skirt, pork loin and
chicken breasts.”
Ayala said he gets to work with his
family while doing what he loves.
“I feel so happy right now,” he
said. “I work with my cousin [Adrian

Courtesy Moyz Street Food

By Abigail Loop

• Parrilladas ($10.99, $11.59, $12.19)

sausage

25330 Richard Road, Spring
832-298-3843
www.facebook.com/MoyzStreetFood/
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

LUNCH:
• Tacos ($2.49 each)
• Quesadillas ($3.19 each)

DESSERTS:
• Arroz con leche ($3.29)
• Welitaz apple salad ($3.99)
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DINING FEATURE

Crisp

Wine bar offers all-you-can-eat brunch

OWNER RECOMMENDATIONS:
• San Fran’s North Beach: Crisp’s signature pizza is topped with pepperoni,
Rosemary ham, fennel seed sausage,
Sicilian olive, chili flake, little tomatoes
and Castos red sauce ($18).
• Grilled beef tenderloin: The dish is
served with macaroni and cheese, grilled

asparagus, Gorgonzola cheese and butter braised mushrooms ($26).
• Melting beef short ribs: The dish is
served with soft polenta, wilted spinach,
braised mushrooms, pickled parsley and
red wine braising liquids ($24).

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

The fried chicken and waffle sandwich is served during brunch on weekends for $10.

Courtesy Crisp

Pepperoni, ham, sausage, olives and tomatoes
top the San Fran North Beach pizza ($18).

More than 100 different wine labels are
available at Crisp in The Woodlands.

ASK A

CHEF

Q: Why did you start cooking?
A: At first, it started out as just a job, and
then I started getting good at it and took
a liking to it. So I went to culinary school
and decided I wanted to run a kitchen.

A: I went to school at Texas Culinary
Academy in Austin, and I graduated in
2008.
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Research Forest Dr.

2520 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands
832-562-2520
www.crispwoodlands.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri. 10 a.m.-midnight., Sat. 9 a.m.midnight, Sun. 9 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Woodlands location of Crisp is the
second in the Greater Houston area.

BRIAN STANEK , CRISP EXECUTIVE CHEF

Q: Where did you go to school?

Crisp

Owner David Dobbins II (left) and executive
chef Brian Stanek operate the restaurant.

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

be purchased otherwise by the bottle.
“The idea is to let people taste a
bottle before they commit to it or to
give them a low-cost way to explore
a bunch of different wines that they
wouldn’t normally look at because
they have to buy the whole bottle to
try it,” Dobbins said. “This allows
them to pour just one taste.”
In addition to lunch and dinner,
Crisp also serves brunch Friday-Sunday and launched a new Sunday
all-you-can-eat brunch buffet May 29.
Sunday brunch features live music and
allows guests to indulge in an omelet
station, waffle station, hot food line,
breakfast pastries, fresh fruit and a
bloody mary bar.
Crisp also hosts beer and wine
dinners semiregularly during which
guests can enjoy a four-course meal
with each course paired with a different beer or wine for $65 per person.
During these sessions, the chef and
a representative from the evening’s
featured winery or brewery discuss
their products with the guests.
The eatery also offers different
happy hour deals on both food and
drinks from 3-7 p.m. Monday-Friday.
“There’s almost always an owner in
the building, so we definitely take pride
in our restaurant and make personal
connections with our guests,” Dobbins
said. “We do it because we love it. We’re
not just looking to make money, so I
think that’s what makes us unique.”

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

C

risp is a family-owned American-Italian eatery that is the
product of three generations
of restaurateurs.
David Dobbins II, his cousins Al
and Angelo Scavelli and family friend
Olsi Lito, grew up working in restaurants their grandmother and uncle
owned before opening the original
Crisp location in The Heights in 2013.
The business opened its second location in The Woodlands in April 2015.
Now with two locations, the
restaurant has become highly
regarded for its pizzas as well as its
wide selection of beverages with
more than 14 beers on tap and more
than 100 different wine labels, Dobbins said.
“The original Crisp was kind of a
marriage between the two concepts
on a wine bar and a beer bar,” he said.
“We kind of wanted a place where,
whether you were a beer connoisseur
or a wine connoisseur, you could
get what you wanted. And then we
wanted to pair those two experiences
with chef-driven, high-quality food—
American fare with an Italian twist.”
The Woodlands location offers a
5,000-square-foot patio, an event
room that can host up to 65 people
and a large bar top. Crisp also offers
a wine-tasting tour with its self-serve
wine-dispensing machine that allows
patrons to taste any of the eight selections in the machine. They can only

Courtesy Crisp

By Hannah Zedaker

Q: How long have you worked at
Crisp?
A: I started with the company Feb. 2 of
last year. I was the sous chef down at
The Heights store for about 10 months
or so and then was transferred up here. I

was promoted to executive chef here in
mid-January, so I’m still pretty new.
Q: Where do you draw your inspiration?
A: A lot of it actually is what I grew up
eating and things that I’ve learned along
my 11-12 year ride in the kitchen.
Q: What is your favorite thing to
cook?
A: Something I haven’t done before.
I like to learn new stuff—if you’re not
learning, what’s the point? If I can go
look at something and see what ingredients are in it and try and make it my
own, especially if it’s something I haven’t
made before, it’s fun.
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OVER 500 RESIDENTS IN OUR
RESORT-STYLE APARTMENTS,
AND OUR LUXURY AND
EC0-SMART HOMES.

EXXONMOBIL, SOUTHWESTERN
ENERGY CAMPUSES ARE THRIVING.
MORE THAN 11,500 EMPLOYEES
WORK IN OUR COMMUNITY.

COMMUNITY SERVICES INCLUDE
CHI ST. LUKE’S HEALTH, CYPRESS
CREEK EMS, AND SPRING FIRE
DEPARTMENT.

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT
IS OPEN AND TWO MORE HOTELS
ARE COMING SOON.

WHAT’S NOW
AND WHAT’S NEXT.
So much is happening in Springwoods Village. Take a quick tour of our 2,000 acre mixed-use community, 20 miles
north of downtown Houston and just south of the Woodlands. You’ll see how much we’ve grown, and what’s coming
soon. As a sustainable community dedicated to best practices in smart development, the progress is real.

THE EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITY.

PHASE 1 OF CITYPLACE IS
UNDERWAY, WITH OFFICE
SPACE, HOTEL, HOMES,
RETAIL AND RESTAURANTS.

THE MARKET AT SPRINGWOODS
VILLAGE ADDS LOCAL SHOPPING
AND DINING CONVENIENCE.

OVER 290 ACRES ARE DEVOTED
TO NATURAL PARKS AND TRAILS.
springwoodsvillage.com

Located at the confluence of I-45,
the Grand Parkway, and the Hardy Toll Road.
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

Compiled by Marie Leonard
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Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

2
Gr a nd P ark w a y

99

Jesse Mendoza/Community Impact Newspaper

Behind schedule

1 I-45 HOV lanes
The I-45 high occupancy vehicle
lane extension project will add one
lane in each direction along I-45
from FM 1960 in north Harris County
to South Loop 336 in Conroe. The
HOV lane design is similar to those
found on I-10 in Houston. Sixty-five
percent of the project has been
completed, according to the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Timeline: October 2015-summer
2016

Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

2 Rayford Road improvements
One of the first projects planned in
Montgomery County Precinct 3 as a
result of the successful November bond
election, the Rayford Road improvement
project includes widening the roadway
from four to six lanes, building a sixlane bridge to bypass the Union Pacific

Railroad and installing additional traffic
lights. Construction is expected to
take about two years to complete and
could begin by early 2017. The project
limits run from Richard Road east to the
Grand Parkway.

corridor. The update involved the top
five alternate options for the roadway
that were voted on by residents during a
town hall meeting earlier this year to see
if any could be applicable for Robinson
Road.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $60 million
Funding sources: Montgomery

Timeline: TBA
Cost: TBA
Funding sources: TBA

County Precinct 3

3 Lake Woodlands Drive
overpass
An overpass will be constructed on
Lake Woodlands Drive between Lake
Front Circle and Six Pines Drive in The
Woodlands. Minimal lane closures are
expected with the project, which will
include four lanes to allow traffic on
Lake Woodlands Drive to bypass the
intersection at Grogan’s Mill Road.
After completion, drivers will be able to
U-turn and turn right into the H-E-B as
well as Market Street.

Timeline: mid-2016-mid-2017
Cost: $8 million
Funding sources: The Woodlands
Road Utility District

4 Robinson Road improvements
The Oak Ridge North City Council
received an update in early June from
engineering firm Klotz and Associates,
which was hired to study several
options to improve the Robinson Road

5 Research Forest Drive
widening
The project involves widening Research
Forest Drive from two to four lanes with
asphalt shoulders from FM 2978 to
Branch Crossing Drive. Engineering
services for the design phase of the
project were awarded in mid-April.
According to county officials, the project
is expected to reduce congestion on
Research Forest and parallel routes.

TxDOT expects to start construction
later this summer to widen FM 2978
from Dry Creek to FM 1488 on the west
side of The Woodlands. The 6.5-mile
widening project will take part in two
sections: from Dry Creek to Hufsmith
Conroe Road and from Dry Creek to
FM 1488. The existing roadway is
undivided with one lane in each
direction. The project is expected to
make the road safer and alleviate some
congestion, according to TxDOT.

Timeline: mid-2016-2019
Cost: $25 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

7 Kuykendahl Road bridge
The design for a bridge on Kuykendahl
Road over Spring Creek is completed
and awaiting environmental approval.
Harris and Montgomery counties
and WRUD have approved the joint
construction agreement. WRUD will
manage the construction project on
behalf of both counties, which are
funding the project. WRUD funded the
design. Once environmental approval is
completed, WRUD will request bids.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County,
Montgomery County, WRUD

8 Gosling Road bridge
The project, designed by WRUD, spans
Harris and Montgomery counties and
includes the installation of a twin bridge
over Spring Creek. Once funding
sources have been identified, the
project will be initiated.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $7 million
Funding sources: Harris County
Precinct 4, Montgomery County, TxDOT

Other transportation projects
Project description

Estimated timeline

David Memorial Drive will be extended from Shenandoah Park Drive north
to Hwy. 242 in Shenandoah. The project is expected to improve mobility east
of I-45 by providing a north/south connector behind the Sam Moon Center and
upcoming Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital.

TBA

Tamina Road in Precinct 4 will be widened from two to four lanes from David
Memorial Drive to Main Street. The project will also regrade the road ditches
and improve the railroad crossing at Main Street.

TBA

There is a proposal to convert the Woodlands Parkway-Robinson Road
intersection at I-45 to a single-point urban interchange, including frontage
road U-turn lanes. The project is expected to improve traffic flow and mobility
at the intersection and will be funded through TxDOT and Montgomery County.

TBA
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We specialize in

• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • PAINTING

Over 30 years of Professional Service

TIME FOR AN A/C TUNE UP?

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

“I taught my boys to take care of their
customers like they take care of their Mother!”

$69

Tune-Up!
(Regular $89)

WHY TUNE UP
YOUR A/C?

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

PEACE OF MIND!

Fix it Once. Fix it Right.

We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF

$25 OFF

$50 OFF

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 7/13/16.

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 7/13/16.

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 7/13/16.

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

Any Plumbing
Service

Any A/C
Service

Beautiful Finish. Every Time.

Any Painting
Service
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grand parkway
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Reserve
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“With the Grand Parkway opening,
there has been a noticeable difference in the congestion,” Willis said.
“Rayford and Sawdust [roads are] not
nearly as bad as it was. Getting in and
out, you don’t have to deal with all the
construction.”
Woodson’s Reserve is in its early
phases of construction, Willis said.
As of May 23, a total of 37 homes were
occupied. However, the subdivision
will have about 1,000 single-family
homes at build-out.
“There has been a huge spike with
the amount of traffic that has come
in,” Willis said. “Our front entrance
was closed for about four months, so
now that we actually have exposure
and people can find us, it’s been huge.”
A number of new commercial
projects are under construction as

2901 Riley Fuzzel
Road, Spring

Blv

—Constance Willis, Woodson’s Reserve
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Since the completion of Segment
G of the Grand Parkway in April,
subdivisions near the Rayford Road
intersection have experienced a surge
in growth.
Constance Willis, community
sales representative for Woodson’s
Reserve, said residents of the new
master-planned community have easy
access to the Grand Parkway, resulting
in lighter traffic on Rayford Road.

well at the corner of Rayford Road
and the Grand Parkway. Retail projects typically come after residential
construction, and a number of new
and expanding neighborhoods have
already begun putting new houses on
the market, said David Gornet, executive director of the Grand Parkway
Association.
“A lot of bigger names in retail
are looking for a certain number of
rooftops before they open,” he said.
“There’s also a lot more work from a
developer standpoint that needs to get
done to move a retail project forward.”
As more housing is built along
the Grand Parkway, the need for
noise-blocking walls has increased,
Gornet said.
“We’re continuing to look at issues
with noise walls,” he said. “Some
of the communities that were there
before construction started have been
talking with [the Texas Department
of Transportation about installing]
noise walls.”
TxDOT will provide homes built
prior to construction of any Grand
Parkway segment with noise-blocking walls. However, TxDOT is not
responsible for building walls for
developments built after construction
is completed.
“TxDOT wants to work with [new
developments] because they don’t
want anyone to be adversely impacted
by this,” Gornet said. “We want it to
be a positive experience to [promote]
better mobility.”
As a result of the heavy rainfall
in April, portions of Segment G

Since Segment G of the Grand Parkway opened in April, new subdivisions and commercial
developments have been popping up near Rayford and Riley Fuzzel roads.

.
Rd

By Beth Marshall

Segment G developments

rd

The Grand Parkway opens up
development opportunities near
Rayford Road, officials say

Entering and exiting the grand parkway
1

Highway/feeders

There is no flyover at the intersection of I-45 and the Grand Parkway
Segment G. Drivers going south from
The Woodlands area must do the
following to access the new toll road:

Grand Parkway
Grand Parkway/
Interstate 45
flyover
Grand Parkway/
entrance and
exit ramps

2

3

1

Exit 72A on I-45 southbound for
the Grand Parkway.

2

Drive on the feeder road to
the first intersection.

3

Turn left at the Grand Parkway
light.

99

45

Sources: The Grand Parkway Association, Woodson’s Reserve, Harmony/Community Impact Newspaper

experienced flooding, Gornet said.
“We continue to try to improve,”
Gornet said. “We have identified some
challenges out there for what got built
when [contractor Zachry Odebrecht
Parkway Builders] was doing their
construction. We had record rainfall
and some issues along those pieces of
the Grand Parkway that—while our
design may be completely fine—when
you have a record rainfall, you still have

some flooding issues.”
Segments H and I-1 are the next
portions of the Grand Parkway
scheduled to be built, Gornet said. The
37-mile stretch of toll road, connecting Hwy. 59 to I-10 on the east side of
Houston, is slated to be open to traffic
in 2021 and will cost approximately
$900 million to complete.
Additional reporting by Wendy
Cawthon.

ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900
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CONROE ISD

EDUCATION

By Beth Marshall

Even with five new schools on the
horizon, district officials said Conroe
ISD is ready for rising construction
costs associated with projects from
last November’s $487 million bond
referendum.
Easy Foster, CISD director of
planning and construction, said the
district expected to see a 1 percent
monthly increase in construction
costs following approval of the bond.
“The good news is we planned our
bond with an escalation factor each
year,” Foster said. “We tried to anticipate what the rise [would] be. So far,
our budgets have fallen within our
contingency amounts.”
Due to proactive planning, Foster
said no projects in CISD would need
to be moved up or put off as a direct
result of increased construction costs.
“The worst thing you can do, from
a public entity standpoint, is build
something that’s not needed,” Foster
said. “If we move something up just
to save some money, it might sit
empty for a year. Economically [that]
might make sense, but when we’re
dealing with the general public and
the voter’s public funds, it may not be
the most appropriate use of funding because there’s so many parts
involved in building a school.”
Snyder Elementary in Birnham
Woods opened in 2013 and cost $166
per square foot to build, according
to Chris Hines, CISD deputy superintendent of operations. Flex 17
elementary school is slated to open
in the Oak Ridge High School feeder
zone in 2017 and its estimated cost is
$204.99 per square foot.
Foster said cost estimates are not

always completely accurate. However,
the process helps determine a timeline for district projects.
“Looking forward into year two,
year three and beyond, we feel like we
have accurately estimated [increased
construction costs],” Foster said.
“Our industry partners, our contractors and people [who] come in and
interview for projects … have a common voice at this point saying we feel
like we’re at the top of the wave.”
CISD trustee Melanie Bush said
construction and material costs
were already rising when the board
was planning for the 2015 bond. To
combat this, the board factored in an
inflation rate of 10 percent annually
on all construction projects.
“One of the things that we try to
factor in is when a school is going to
hit 125 percent capacity and whether
or not they are at regional capacity,”
Bush said. “If one campus is at 125
[percent], but another campus is
closer to 80 [percent], then we don’t
really need a school, we need to reallocate some students and rezone.”
In the Oak Ridge High School
feeder zone, many elementary schools
are either already at capacity or will
be within the next year or two, Bush
said.
It is estimated that elementary
schools in the Oak Ridge area meant
to serve 3,000 students will hold up to
5,000 students in the next four years.
“I know that the board has really
made a big effort to keep us financially responsible but continuing
to take care of our students needs,”
Bush said. “That is a delicate balance,
and I hope that we continue to do so
in the future.”

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
CISD continues to see higher student enrollment each school year, resulting in the
need for more schools. Voters approved a $487 million bond referendum last
November that includes funding for the following new campuses:

1 HIGH SCHOOL
in the Oak Ridge High School feeder zone

1 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
in the Conroe High School feeder zone

1 INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
in the Oak Ridge High School feeder zone

2 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
in the Oak Ridge High School feeder zone

ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS:
Additional classrooms at
Stewart Elementary in Conroe
High School feeder zone for
200 STUDENTS

10 SCIENCE
CLASSROOMS
at Knox Junior High School in
The Woodlands feeder zone

MAJOR CLASSROOM
SUSTAINABILITY
RENOVATIONS
to Austin Elementary and
Conroe High School

WELDING AND
COSMETOLOGY
FACILITIES
at Caney Creek High School
and Oak Ridge High School

GROWTH IN CONROE ISD
APPROXIMATE STUDENT ENROLLMENT

Conroe ISD officials prepared for
rising school construction costs

59,900

60,000
This fall, there will be 1,000 more
kindergarteners starting school districtwide in Conroe ISD than there were
graduating seniors in June.

59,500
59,000
58,500

58,000
58,400

58,000
0

January 2016

May 2016

August 2016*

2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR

*Projected enrollment
Source: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

Foster said CISD will see normal
cost of living adjustments, but the
overall growth pattern is at its peak
and seems to be leveling out.

“We’re constantly looking ahead
trying to forecast not just this year or
next year but looking 10, 15, 20 years
down the road,” Foster said.

TURN YOUR INVOICES INTO CASH
We help your business to grow or overcome cash ﬂow
challenges with a quick and simple process, called
Account Receivable Financing, or Factoring.
We’ve been in business for over 25 years, and pride
ourselves in the service we provide.
Industries we serve:
Transportation • Staﬃng • Energy
Manufacturing • Janitorial and many others
CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAM!

Chris McClain, J D Factors
936-703-0220 | www.jdfactors.com
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Get a taste of
living in
Harper’s Preserve
Saturday, June 11th, Noon to 4 pm

Free Food Trucks

Live Band

Join us for a day of free fun in Harper’s Preserve, as
Kona Ice Truck
we celebrate the Grand Opening of East Village. Tour
Bungee Trampoline & Bounce House
any of our eight beautiful model homes while you visit
Face Painting & Balloon Art
and you will be registered to win a Free Summer Vacation!

Summer Game Zone

New Homes from the $260s to $600s | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation

HarpersPreserve.com
No purchase necessary to win prize drawing.

From downtown Houston, take I-45 North. Exit Highway 242 and
turn right. Turn right on Harper’s Trace into East Village.
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DEVELOPMENT
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Clearance Sale. Look for Good Buys
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2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands
281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

GOOD
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GOOD BUYS
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List Price
$1,698.00

Our Price

$899.00

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes
With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

TWO MONTHS FREE
and bonus look & lease offer!

281-245-0388
*While supplies last

Magnolia • 32411 FM 2978, Suite A • 281-298-5200
AnthologyLighting.com • Follow us on Facebook

Lake Robbins Dr.

25145 Panther Bend Court,
The Woodlands, TX 77380
thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com

Six Pines Dr.

.

The Woodlands Ice Rink at The
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Grogan’s Mill Rd

ice rink, said Wolda, who has been
involved with planning for the ice rink
since it first opened.
“It’s a wonderful new facility that is
very convenient to millions of square
feet of shopping, dining, entertainment and hospitality,” Wolda said.
The lot near Tinseltown, where the
ice rink was previously housed, will be
developed over time, Wolda said.
“The beauty is that [the ice rink]
is close to home for residents of The
Woodlands,”
hes said.
Last Years Tearsure

st Ye

s

st Ye

al

The new event center at The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion will house the community’s
beloved ice rink during each winter, starting this year.

La

T

GOOD
BUYS!

ues

GhOOD BUYS
i s Ye

Last Year’s Treasures
Are This Year’s

Hurry in for best selection.

each year, and the ice skating season
will typically begin around Thanksgiving and end as early as Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day.
“We have the ability to extend the
ice skating program to any time until
March but may decide other types of
use are more beneficial from year to
year,” Powers said.
For the rest of the year, the space
will be used by the pavilion as an
event center, and the House of
Blues Lounge will open inside the
facility an hour before and close an
hour after most Live Nation events,
according to Cameron Klepac, assistant director of public relations and
education at the pavilion.
In previous years, an average of
50,000 skaters would use the ice rink,
said Nick Wolda, president of The
Woodlands CVB.
While the ice rink has been housed
in temporary locationsr’since
its incepa s Treasu
st Ye to there pavilion
tion in 1999, the move
provides a permanent venue for the
s

Work was completed in late April
on a new facility at The Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion that will house an ice
rink during the winter season.
The ice rink is a dream officials in
The Woodlands have had for many
years, said Nelda Blair, former Woodlands Township director and former
chairman of The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau.
“Many doors were shut in our face,
and we were told no many times,” she
said. “I even thought of building it
on top of [The Woodlands Waterway
Marriott Hotel & Convention Center.] It’s coming true now, and I smile
every time I drive by.”
The entire new facility cost $5.4 million, according to John Powers, assistant general manager of community
services for The Woodlands Township.
The township’s portion of the ice rink
cost $3 million.
Powers said the township will use
the building from Nov. 16-March 15

La

By Beth Marshall

Courtesy The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Community ice rink finds permanent
seasonal home at the pavilion
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When business owners
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they turn to...
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The Woodlands, TX 77380

281.367.1222

www.thestrongfirm.com
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Children’s and Houston Methodist The Woodlands hospitals—open their doors in the
next year along with an expansion at Memorial Hermann
The Woodlands Hospital.
“We’re in a fortunate place,
and we’re probably blessed
to have an easier time recruiting,” said Josh Urban, CEO
of Memorial Hermann The
Woodlands Hospital. “Today
we’re not experiencing any
shortages, but I’m sure other
parts of the county are.”
Memorial Hermann
The Woodlands Hospital
is expanding to a 350-bed
facility and will then have 900
total physicians by next year.
Michelle Riley-Brown,
president of Texas Children’s
Hospital The Woodlands, said
she believes the new location
will attract even more physicians to the area.

Riley-Brown said the new
hospital plans to have approximately 650 employees, which
includes physicians and midlevel providers.
The health care boom is not
expected to slow down soon,
according to Woodlands
officials, as large corporations
like ExxonMobil inspire
growth in two other sectors:
health care and education.
“With the addition of large
employers at big corporations,
the next biggest growth area
is health care,” said Laura Lea
Palmer, vice president of business retention and expansion
at The Woodlands Economic
Development Partnership.
“The new hospitals are going
to bring in about 1,100 new
jobs combined. Health care
will continue to grow, and
there are some new projects
on the horizon for sure.”

HARRIS COUNTY
TOTAL PHYSICIANS

6,489

0

Texas ranks 41ST OF 50
states in physicians

PER 100,000
PEOPLE

48%
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9,605
2,000

4,000
6,000
Physicians

8,000

10,000

HARRIS COUNTY POPULATION

3,671,000 19.9%
increase
4,400,000

2004

The Woodlands expects to
bring in more physicians and
medical staff as the community becomes a bigger hub for
health care in the shadow of a
nationwide doctor shortage.
According to a study by
the Association of American Medical Colleges, the
rising population of older
Americans has intensified
the demand for physicians,
which has resulted in doctor
shortages that have become
apparent in some communities across Montgomery
County. The study predicts
by the year 2025, the U.S. will
face a shortage of between
61,700 to 94,700 primary and
specialty care physicians.
However, hospital administrators in The Woodlands
are not expecting a physician
shortage anytime soon even
as two new hospitals—Texas

An April 2015 study by physician consulting
firm Merritt Hawkins analyzed the physician
shortage in Texas and several
of its largest counties.

2014

By Abigail Loop

PHYSICIAN FACTS

2004

Physicians coming to The Woodlands
area despite national doctor shortage

2014

HEALTH CARE

0

2,000

4,000
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3newlyOUT
OF 4
licensed physicians in Texas
are graduates of schools from
outside the state of Texas
Sources: Merritt Hawkins/Community Impact Newspaper

8,000
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57%

of Texas physicians serve

44%

of the state’s population,
mainly in urban areas
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TOURISM

By Marie Leonard

Officials from the Texas
Renaissance Festival are
looking to The Woodlands as
an overnight destination for
out-of-town visitors coming
to the annual event each fall.
During The Woodlands
Convention and Visitors
Bureau board meeting May 4,
festival representative Travis
Bryant asked the board to
consider a partnership in
which The Woodlands would
be promoted as a destination
partner in all festival advertising. Additionally, the festival
would promote participating
hotels in The Woodlands
through its website and
feature The Woodlands CVB
logo online and in its
souvenir program.
In return, Bryant proposed
The Woodlands CVB would
promote the festival and

coordinate with area hotels.
In addition, The Woodlands
would serve as a shuttle bus
destination for festivalgoers.
“The Woodlands has
become the closest destination location to the Texas
Renaissance Festival,” Bryant
said. “You have a lot of facilities that would be good for
our guests to have a place to
stay and eat when they are not
at the festival.”
Roughly 25 percent of festival visitors travel from outside
the Greater Houston area,
primarily from Austin, Waco
or San Antonio, Bryant said.
“There are two hotels in
the Magnolia area that have
limited rooms and there is a
La Quinta [Inn and Suites] at
FM 2978 and FM 1488, but
there’s not one close to us,” he
said. “That’s our challenge, it’s
a long drive to get there from

anywhere.”
Bryant said traffic is also one
of the biggest challenges for the
festival, which is why a shuttle
bus would be beneficial.
“If you have 40,000 people
trying to get in and out on
two lanes of FM 1774, at times
that can create some tremendous waits,” he said. “If you
have a place where people can
park their car and ride a bus
and eliminate the number
of cars coming in and out …
that only makes things better
for all of our guests.”
Gordy Bunch, CVB board
chairman and Woodlands
Township director, said while
The Woodlands Township
board of directors would need
to ultimately approve usage
of its park and ride facilities,
there is a lot to discuss on the
proposed partnership.
“I like the concept of being

Courtesy Love Advertising

The Woodlands to explore partnership
with the Texas Renaissance Festival

The Texas Renaissance Festival is interested in partnering with The
Woodlands as a destination for its overnight guests who visit every fall.

Texas Renaissance Festival
302
1774

Reinfair Rd.

marketed alongside a successful program that helps build
awareness for our properties,”
Bunch said.
The Texas Renaissance Festival began in 1974 and runs
for eight weeks every fall.
More than 500,000 visitors

21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission
800-458-3435
www.texrenfest.com
Oct. 8-Nov. 27

attend the festival annually,
which is held roughly 25 miles
northwest of The Woodlands.
The board did not take any
action regarding the proposal
during the May 4 meeting but
is interested in revisiting the
topic at a future meeting.
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TOWNSHIP

International soccer tournament
to debut in The Woodlands
The Woodlands will be home to
Copa Rayados Internacional, a boys’
youth soccer tournament held from
Nov. 23-27, which is estimated to bring
in more than 5,000 participants.
Texas Rush Soccer Club, Montgomery County’s largest youth sports
organization, initially sought to bring
the international tournament to The
Woodlands more than a year ago. For
the past three years, the tournament
has taken place in San Antonio.
“The fields and the complexes in
The Woodlands are great,” said Scott
Spencer, president of Premier Soccer
Services, the management company
for the tournament. “They include
a lot of synthetic turf, which is very
attractive because it helps lower the
concern of bad weather and dealing
with muddy fields because synthetic
turf handles rain conditions better.”
After coordinating with The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau,
The Woodlands Township, the Houston
CVB and Premier Soccer Services, The

Woodlands will now host the four-day
event for the next three years at the Bear
Branch, Gosling and Alden Bridge
sports complexes.
“It’s something new that will bring
international flavor to soccer in the
community,” Texas Rush Technical
Director Don Gemmell said. “It’s a
good range of ages and will be a good
caliber of quality teams that come to
the tournament.”
According to Spencer, last year’s
tournament had 275 total participating teams, 95 of which were international. Spencer said many teams travel
from Guatemala, Ecuador, Brazil and
the Caribbean to compete.
“We did an economic impact study
last year and I want to say we were at
about a $7 million economic impact,
[which] translated to about 6,000 participants and 9,000 nonparticipants,”
Spencer said.
Due to field space limitations, Spencer said he expects this year’s numbers
to be slightly smaller although still

Courtesy Texas Rush Soccer Club

By Hannah Zedaker

International youth soccer teams, with players as young as 9 years old, compete against each
other in the third annual Copa Rayados Internacional soccer tournament in San Antonio.

impressive. The tournament is open to
boys teams ages 9-18 at the elite level
and for pro club youth academy teams
as well as the B-level for standard
competitive teams.
“I think what’s really special about
this tournament is that we get international competition all the way down
to the 9-, 10- and 11-year olds, and
they’re very good teams,” Spencer
said. “You get to see those little kids
compete and interact with different
cultures and different people from

other countries, and it makes for a
very special event.”
According to The Woodlands CVB
President Nick Wolda, the type of
international camaraderie the tournament fosters is reflective of The Woodlands community, which has residents
from more than 100 countries.
“It’s great to have international
activity that celebrates this diversity,”
he said. “It’s the opportunity to show
people from around the world our
community.”

JOIN US FOR

ON LAKE WOODLANDS • THURSDAYS FROM 7-9 PM

FREE Concert Series • Live Music, Happy Hours & Specials at Restaurant Row
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY

7
14
21
28

AUGUST
AUGUST
AUGUST
AUGUST

4
11
18
25

Don’t forget to bring blankets and lawn chairs!

Presenting Sponsor

* No glass permitted.

THEWOODLANDS.COM | THE WOODLANDSTOWNSHIP-TX.GOV/ROCKTHEROW
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Who gives you a better TV experience?

XFINITY X1

DIRECTV

X1 will change the way you experience TV – with the fastest, easiest
search and a remote that lets you find your favorites with your voice.
DirecTV just doesn’t compare. See for yourself and take the XFINITY X1 Challenge.
See how your service stacks up today at xfinity.com/challenge.
Or try XFINITY risk-free with a 30-day money-back guarantee.
Visit xfinity.com/challenge or call 1-877-208-1978 today for a great offer.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2016 Comcast. All rights reserved.

NPA181820-0001

111949_NPA181820-0001 X1 Challenge ad_9.1837x5.5416.indd 1

3/16/16 1:33 PM

Don’t Miss It!

Come join us at Los Senderos
July 9th 4-7pm to see our 4 new model homes

Contact us for more information on our Homes and Builders • 512-284-8968 or info@serene-hills.com
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OVERTIME
EFFECT OF PROPOSED RULE

BUSINESS

Overtime pay threshold to be
increased by more than $20,000
By Lindsey Juarez and Beth Marshall

Effective Dec. 1, the U.S. overtime
pay threshold for white-collar, salaried
employees will increase from $23,660
per year to $47,476 per year, according
to the U.S. Department of Labor.
The new threshold determined
May 17 will affect about 4.2 million
employees nationwide, including
370,000 employees in Texas and many
in The Woodlands area. The DOL estimates white-collar workers will earn
an additional $1.2 billion per year as a
result of the rule.
After the initial threshold increase,
the salary threshold will increase every
three years, beginning Jan. 1, 2020.
The salary threshold is being raised
based on the 40th percentile of weekly
earnings for full-time salaried workers
in the lowest-wage census region, currently the South, according to the DOL.
Each update will also increase the
threshold to the 40th percentile, which
is estimated to be $51,168 in 2020.
The highly compensated employees
salary level is also being increased to

the 90th percentile of full-time salaried workers nationally, which raises
the level from the current $100,000
per year to $134,004 per year.
The new overtime pay threshold
is slightly less than what the DOL
originally estimated for 2016, which
was $50,440 per year. The DOL also
originally proposed updating the
threshold every year.
Under the original estimated threshold
increase, the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that in 2014, 25.6 percent of workers in The Woodlands earned less than
$50,000; 35.1 percent of workers in Oak
Ridge North earned less than $50,000;
and 40.7 percent of workers in Shenandoah earned less than $50,000.
“Once again, this White House has
chosen government red tape over economic growth,” said U.S. Rep. Kevin
Brady, R-The Woodlands. “Today’s
overtime rule makes no sense for
American businesses or American
workers. Small and big businesses,
nonprofits, local government and
academic institutions will be forced
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$100
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The U.S. Department of Labor approved a new threshold for overtime pay, which takes effect Dec. 1. Salaried workers making less than $47,476 will receive overtime pay if asked to work more than 40 hours.

THE SALARY THRESHOLD DETERMINES WHO QUALIFIES FOR OVERTIME PAY.
APPROVED THRESHOLD

CURRENT THRESHOLD

$47,476

$23,660

PERCENTAGE OF FULL-TIME WORKERS MAKING LESS THAN $50,000 IN 2014
THE WOODLANDS

OAK RIDGE NORTH

SHENANDOAH

25.6%

35.1%

40.7%

Sources: U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Census Bureau/Community Impact Newspaper

to reduce hours and cut jobs to stay
afloat. My colleagues and I are exploring all options to bring common
sense back to Washington and stop
America’s workforce from shouldering
the punishing consequences of this
ill-conceived rule.”
There is currently no exemption for
small businesses and nonprofits.
In a May 17 email from U.S. President Barack Obama, he said
employees should either get paid for
working more than 40 hours a week or
get extra time off to spend with family.
“This is a step in the right direction
to strengthen and secure the middle

class by raising Americans’ wages,”
Obama said in the email. “When
workers have more income, they spend
it—often at businesses in their local
community—and that helps grow the
economy for everyone.”
The DOL updated the overtime pay
rule after Obama signed a presidential memorandum in 2014 directing
the DOL to update its regulations
that define which white-collar
workers are protected under the Fair
Labor Standards Act’s overtime rules.
The FLSA, which was passed in
1938, establishes overtime and minimum wage standards.
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Port helps keep
Houston economy
afloat, experts say
By Julie Butterfield and Marie Leonard

The abundance of natural gas in the region and the
impending Panama Canal expansion have spurred the
growth of chemical companies in the Greater Houston
area. There will be large growth in the chemical and
refining industries in 2016, said Patrick Jankowski,
senior vice president of research for the Greater
Houston Partnership.
“One of the most important things is we have a great
deal of construction on the east side of town—between
$50 billion [and] $60 billion dollars of chemical, plastic
plants and refineries being built,” he said. “They’re being
built to take advantage of the cheap natural gas. Most of
what’s being built is for the export market. It’s going to
be exported to Asia, and it’s going to get there quick and
cheaper because of the Panama Canal.”
Thriving port
The Port of Houston on its own—with its growing
container business and two major docks—may not
be a remedy to the oil and gas downturn. However,
a large construction boom in east Houston, which is
built on natural gas, helps offset the drilling bust, said
Bill Gilmer, director of the University of Houston’s
Institute for Regional Forecasting.
“[With] over $50 billion in refining and petrochemical projects underway, it opens the strong likelihood
that Houston will be the major production point for
plastics in the Western Hemisphere for decades to
come,” Gilmer said.
Scott Davis, regional director of Metrostudy,
which studies demographics, said Houston lost
17,000 energy jobs last year. However, Houston Ship
Channel-related business rose by more than 1 million
jobs throughout Texas since 2012, according to the Port
of Houston Authority.
State Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, said the
Port of Houston provides a $265 billion infusion in
economic activity.
“The demand for goods and services through
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Demand for plastics boosting exports

The Port of Houston is contributing
to economic growth in the area, with
global demand for plastics on the rise.
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376.3

$641.0

our port is ever increasing,” he said. “With that,
we’re not only making it through the [oil and gas]
decline, we’re seeing impressive expansion.”
Exports going out of the Port are a positive trend,
and the Houston area has the most active port in
the U.S., said Bill Diehl, president of the Greater
Houston Port Bureau, at an April economic forum
in Spring.
“I think of [the Port] as oceans and superhighways
already built,” Diehl said. “We do not have to do
anything with these routes. They’re already there for
us. We can build the biggest ships we want for these
routes. The only infrastructure we have to invest in is
the on- and off-ramps, which is our ports.”
Houston-Galveston Customs District ranked as the
seventh-busiest in the U.S. by dollar value in 2015,
according to the GHP. The Port reported more than
$110 billion in exports in 2015.
“Houston is the No. 1 port in the Gulf for the receipt
and distribution of goods and services from overseas,”
Creighton said.
The Port might seem like the salvager in the face of
an oil glut. However, Gilmer said he does not expect it
to replace the oil and gas industry and believes it will
act more like an economic salve.
“[The Port] is primarily an arm of the local oil

+70.3%

$1,003.9

$1,500
$1,508.3

+26.3%

+57.7%

+11%

+30.8%
Source: Greater Houston Partnership/
Community Impact Newspaper

industry,” he said.
Before the next legislative session begins in January,
Creighton is chairing a Senate select committee to
study the port and report back to the full Senate.
“Our committee is focusing on the economic
impact of how our ports affect our economy,” Creighton said. “When global changes like the Panama Canal
expansion happen, those bigger ships need to park
in Texas. If our waterways aren’t ready and the port
infrastructure isn’t ready, we’re losing out on import
and export business and the job aspect that comes
with it.”
Demand for plastics
Polyethylene, which is a plastic used for items
such as cellphone covers, bags and food containers,
exceeded petroleum in waterborne export trade in
2015, said Christine Schlenker, manager of special
projects for the Greater Houston Port Bureau.
“Polyethylene was Houston’s top export by containerized waterborne foreign trade value for 2015,
just over double of next-closest commodity group,
petroleum gases,” Schlenker said.
The high global demand for exported plastics is a
large driver of the Greater Houston area economy,
Diehl said.
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In 2015 the Houston region’s five
ports handled more than

In 2015 Houston-Galveston
Customs District ranked as the

The Port of Houston is

15th

$250 billion

7th

“Nearly two-thirds of the increased demand is
expected to be in [the] Asia-Pacific [Ocean region],
with rising prosperity and a growing middle class,” she
said.
However, Robert Bauman, owner of The Woodlands-based Polymer Consulting International Inc.,
said there will soon be an oversupply of plastics like
polyethylene. Although the drop in oil prices has
benefited the petrochemical industry, there is now a
higher level of new plastic products coming online.
“Global demand will not be able to absorb the glut
that is going on,” he said. “From my point of view, it’s
going to be very difficult for the plastic industry to
make a bunch of money with all of this capacity.”

Exports to China rose

70%

in goods annually

in dollar value from
2014-15.

busiest in the U.S. by
dollar value
Port of Houston
2015 imports

busiest in the world by weight

$86.2 billion

HOUSTON

2015 exports

$110.2 billion
PANAMA CANAL

THE PANAMA CANAL EXPANSION
The Panama Canal is undergoing a $5.25 billion expansion, its first expansion in more than 100 years. It will allow much larger ships to pass
through, increasing export quantities from Houston to Asia.
The Port of Houston is expected to have a

15% increase in incoming cargo by 2020.

The Panama Canal extends about 50 miles, connecting water traffic from the
Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Pacific Ocean in the west.

CURRENT PANAMAX SHIPS

NEW POST-PANAMAX SHIPS
Ships currently designed to transit the Panama Canal are
constrained in size by the width and length of the current locks and
the depth of water in the canal.
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ExxonMobil, which is headquartered in Springwoods Village, makes polyethylene plastic, said
Margaret Ross, ExxonMobil communications and
media spokesperson. The company, which is one of
the largest chemical companies in the world, manufactures polyethylene at sites globally, including in
Baytown in Harris County.
“We have the capacity to produce 8.6 million
[metric tons] per year of polyethylene and 2.7 million
[metric tons] per year of polypropylene,” Ross said.
“These are both widely used plastics.”
In a 2015 financial and operating review document, ExxonMobil attests to the growing demand
for polyethylene.
“In 2015, we advanced construction of facilities in
Baytown and Mont Belvieu, Texas, that will capitalize
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on advantaged North American feedstocks to supply
growing polyethylene demand in emerging markets,”
according to the document.
Throughout the next decade, ExxonMobil expects
global chemical demand to grow nearly 45 percent, or
about 4 percent per year. That projection is a faster pace
than energy demand and economic growth, Ross said.
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Panama Canal expansion
The $525 billion expansion—or widening—of the
Panama Canal will allow larger container ships to go
in and out of the canal, Jankowski said.
The expansion, which is 97 percent complete,
includes the construction of a third lane and a deepening and widening of navigational panels to allow larger
vessels, which can then carry more cargo, according to
Mi Canal de Panama, a website that publishes information regarding the canal.
“[The expansion is] going to make it a lot easier for
us to export to the Asian markets,” Jankowski said. “It
allows bigger ships to get through on their way to Asia
from Houston.”
The Panama Canal expansion could lead to positive
benefits to the Houston economy, local economists
said.
“Most people associate expansion of the Panama
Canal with imports, but they’re not aware of the
potential for exports and larger commodities,”
Jankowski said.
However, Gilmer said the talk about the trade boom
with the Panama Canal is excessive.
“Much of the narrative about the coming boom
with the Panama Canal opening is completely
overblown,” Gilmer said. “The Port of Houston has
been very careful in its narrative. The local real
estate community and other ‘boomers’ for the local
economy have taken the narrative to unrealistic
levels. [The expansion] opens marginal new opportunities.”
For more information visit communityimpact.com
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ELECTION

Wheeler, Raymaker win key seats Jim Kuykendall defeats Al Stahl
in Oak Ridge North mayoral race
in Shenandoah for mayor, City
Council Position 1
By Beth Marshall

Ritchey Wheeler and Ron Raymaker won their races for Shenandoah mayor and City Council
Position 1 in the May 7 election.
In a close race, Wheeler garnered
235 total votes, or 52.11 percent,
while incumbent Mayor Garry Watts
received 216 total votes, or
47.89 percent.
“I appreciate the service that
Mayor Watts has given previously,”
Wheeler said. “I’m just really looking forward to getting my turn to
serve the city. I’m ready to get to
work.”
Wheeler said he is most looking
forward to continuing Shenandoah’s
responsible economic development
and maintaining the city’s smalltown feel. He has also previously
served on the city’s Planning and
Zoning Commission.
In the Position 1 race, Raymaker

Jim Kuykendall

Tom Coale

By Abigail Loop
Ritchey Wheeler

Ron Raymaker

received 186 total votes, or 42.95
percent, while incumbent Gary
Henson received 178 total votes,
or 41.11 percent. Challenger Mark
Hendon received 69 total votes, or
15.94 percent.
“I’m looking forward to having
utilities underground,” Raymaker
said. “It’s a big project. We have to
plan for it [and] we have to save for
that, but it’s something that’s not
just words anymore.”
Results were canvassed May 18.

LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS
...Where Smiles Are Contagious!

Jim Kuykendall won the May 7
race for mayor of Oak Ridge North,
garnering 450 votes, or 59.68 percent, while Al Stahl received
304 votes, or 40.32 percent.
Incumbent Kuykendall has held the
position of mayor for five years and
said he ran for re-election to continue the work the City Council has
put in place for the future of the city.
Kuykendall said his ability to bring
people together to solve problems is
what he would contribute to the city
of Oak Ridge North if re-elected.
“We had a great campaign, and we
took the high road,” Kuykendall said.

I AM

Michelle Cassio

Alex Jones

“We stuck to our plan.”
Additionally, Tom Coale, Alex
Jones and Michelle Cassio won positions 1, 3 and 4, respectively, for Oak
Ridge North City Council.
Incumbent Coale garnered 419 votes,
or 56.32 percent, for the Position 1 seat,
while opponent Ray Parker earned
321 votes, or 43.38 percent.
Jones garnered 435 votes, or
58.78 percent, for the Position 3 seat,
while opponent David Weathersby
received 305 votes, or 41.22 percent.
Cassio garnered 434 votes, or
58.26 percent, for the Position 4
seat while opponent Marilyn Cook
earned 311 votes, or 41.74 percent.
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New townhome project planned
for East Shore in The Woodlands

By Joseph Basco and Emily Donaldson

By Marie Leonard

The Texas Supreme Court ended
years of lawsuits between more than
two-thirds of Texas school districts and
the state when it declared the school
funding process constitutional May 13.
Justice Don Willett delivered the
unanimous opinion and validated the
“recapture” or “Robin Hood” system
in which property-rich districts are
mandated by law to send a portion of
their property tax revenue to the state
to be redistributed among districts
deemed property-poor.
“Our Byzantine school funding
‘system’ is undeniably imperfect, with
immense room for improvement,”
Willett wrote in the court’s 100-page
opinion. “But it satisfies minimum
constitutional requirements.”
In a statement, Gov. Greg Abbott
said the ruling is a “victory for Texas
taxpayers and the Texas Constitution.”
“The Supreme Court’s decision
ends years of wasteful litigation
by correctly recognizing that
courts do not have the authority

Waterway Landing, an upcoming
59-unit townhome development, is
slated to begin construction in East
Shore in September.
The development is adjacent to the
East Shore Clubhouse and will feature a variety of floor and site plans,
said Worth Witmer, co-founder of
Waterway Builders, the company
building and developing the project.
“We’ve been working with The
Woodlands since 2013 to secure this
site,” he said. “We were looking for
the right property, and luckily we
were able to land this site, which is
on the Waterway. There’s been some
pent-up demand for high-end townhomes there in East Shore.”
The townhomes will be four stories
with 18 units situated along the
Waterway. Floor plans range from
2,835 square feet to more than
4,528 square feet.
In addition to proximity to the
Waterway, residents will have access
to the East Shore Clubhouse and two

.

to micromanage the state’s school
finance system,” Abbott said.
James Crow, executive director
of the Texas Association of School
Boards, said in a statement the decision was unexpected and troubling.
“While we disagree with the court
on the constitutionality of the Texas
school finance system, we agree with
them that the system is broken, and it
is wrong,” he said. “It must be fixed.
It is now up to the governor, lieutenant governor, speaker of the house
and Texas Legislature to do the right
thing and establish an appropriate
school finance system.”
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The state’s school finance system was
deemed constitutional in mid-May.

pocket parks in the community.
“You’ve got a five-minute walk to
[The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion] and maybe a 10-minute walk
to all the activities in Town Center,”
Witmer said.
Twelve units have already been
sold in the community.
Waterway Builders has developed
several other townhome projects in
The Woodlands, including Remington Brownstones and The Pointe.
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Texas Supreme Court rules school
finance system constitutional
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For more information visit
www.waterway-landing.com.

38

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

TOWNSHIP

By Beth Marshall

The Creekside Park YMCA has discontinued fitness facility services and will
close later this summer when day camp programs end.

for residents of Creekside Park.
“For the future integrity
of our village, we feel it’s
important to retain control of
this piece of property,” Becker
said. “The Village Association
feels it’s in the best interest of
our residents. The only option
is for the township to purchase this property to develop
a parks and rec center south.”
Township Chairman Ed
Robb said the board is aware
of the concern surrounding
the closure of the YMCA
location and that they

appreciate residents coming
forward with comments on
the matter. The next township
meeting will be held at 9 a.m.
on June 16 at 2801 Technology
Forest Blvd.
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in favor of salvaging the facility that received 574 signatures
from residents in The Woodlands, Spring and Tomball
areas. She also received some
comments with the petition
from Creekside Park residents
emphasizing the convenience
of having a YMCA within
walking or biking distance
from their homes.
“It’s been such a nice
and unique facility since it
backs up right to the George
Mitchell [Nature] Preserve,”
Drachenberg said. “My family
has used it. We’ve used it for
parties. It has all kinds of
unique features as far as the
tree houses and the tepees
and things that you don’t see
at a lot of other facilities.”
Drachenberg said she hopes
the township considers taking
over the facility so that the
YMCA can become a locally
controlled family fitness center

Gos

learned that the decision to
close was in the works for
some time, and we were not
going to get them to change
their minds.”
Entities interested in purchasing the property could
include the township’s parks
and recreation department
and Harris County Precinct
4, Becker said. However, concerns associated with Harris
County purchasing the land
include eventual ownership of
the facility for use unrelated
to family fitness, she said.
“A number of people would
love to see the [YMCA]
expanded into a full facility,”
Morrow said. “I think the
community has taken great
ownership in that [YMCA],
and they’ve made it their own.
Some have used it [in the]
decision-making process on
moving to Creekside [Park].”
Morrow initiated a petition

r.

The YMCA of Greater
Houston announced in late
April fitness facility services
would be discontinued in
May at the Creekside Park
YMCA, leaving residents
with no neighborhood fitness
facility. The location will
close completely when day
camp programs end this
summer.
Residents Linda Drachenberg, Cindy Morrow and
Nancy Becker, Creekside Park
Village Association President, asked The Woodlands
Township board of directors
May 25 to consider allowing
the parks and recreation
department to take over the
Creekside Park YMCA.
“Initially, our efforts were
to try to convince the YMCA
to keep this location open and
to grow the facility,” Becker
said. “However, we quickly

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

Village of Creekside Park residents rally
to save YMCA fitness facility

6464 Creekside Forest Drive
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ANIMAL SHELTER MILESTONES

COUNTY

Montgomery County Animal
Shelter moves toward recovery
with new director, cat program
By Abigail Loop

The second new director
this year has been hired to
oversee the Montgomery
County Animal Shelter.
Montgomery County
ended its contract with Care
Corporation last summer
and took over the shelter in
November after concerns
about shelter management
and poor condition of the
animals arose from volunteers and other stakeholders.
Todd Hayden replaced
former director Michael
White—who took over the
shelter for a short time in
February—in March.

“I really want
the shelter to
succeed, but
it’ll be very
painful to
achieve.”
—Michael White, former shelter
director

White, director of the Harris County Veterinary Public
Health unit, said the shelter
had more issues than he knew
about when he took over for a
brief time. He also said he saw
a no-win situation that would

be difficult to change.
“I understand that the new
director has started making
changes, and I’d assume he’d
get pushback,” White said.
“I felt like there was a lot
that needed to change. The
volunteers did whatever they
wanted, there was conflict
between the nonprofits
and the rescue groups and
employees didn’t follow the
rules. I really want the shelter
to succeed, but it’ll be very
painful to achieve.”
At the May 10 Montgomery County Commissioners
Court meeting, county residents voiced their concerns
over the shelter.
Resident Joe Michaels
said once the shelter lost
the many partnerships it
had with rescue groups
and nonprofit organizations and saw a decline in
volunteers, amenities began
to decline.
“The latest change at the
shelter has been for new
management to come in and
fire most of the people who
have been key employees with
no plan on how to replace
[them],” Michaels said. “As a
result, we’ve lost support of our
rescue groups, and volunteers
are discouraged. There’s no
communication from leadership. We need to have a more
cohesive program at the animal

Problems at the Montgomery County Animal Shelter caused county officials to begin
studying operations at the facility last summer. Since then, two new directors have
been appointed in the last few months to oversee the shelter.

2015

AUGUST

shelter.”
However, some believe the
shelter is on the right path to
recovery by implementing new
programs to help animals.
Montgomery County commissioners approved the Community Cat Program at their
May 10 meeting that will allow
animal control officers to trap
stray cats, spay or neuter them
and then release them back
into the community.
The new program is in
partnership with Texas Litter
Control, a nonprofit veterinary clinic based in Spring.
Deana Sellens, executive
director of Texas Litter
Control, said benefits of the
program include less cats
being euthanized and less
overcrowding.
“Shelters without a
Community Cat program
frequently euthanize 60 to
80 percent of cats due to lack
of space,” Sellens said. “[The
Montgomery County Animal
Shelter] has an unacceptable rate for cats, especially
during the summer months
when foster and rescue
groups are at capacity. There
are five rooms alone at the
shelter just filled with cats.”
Sellens said every healthy
stray cat is accepted into the
program and is spayed or
neutered. The stray is then
put back where it was found.

An independent committee appointed by
county commissioners examines operations
at the Montgomery County Animal Shelter.

NOVEMBER

Montgomery County takes over the animal
shelter and ends the contract with Care Corporation, which previously held the management contract for the shelter.

2016
FEBRUARY
Michael White takes over as director of the
Montgomery County Animal Shelter.

MARCH
Todd Hayden takes over as director of the
Montgomery County Animal Shelter.

JUNE
The Community Cat Program begins in
partnership with Texas Litter Control.
Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Cats who go through the
program will not mate and
will therefore lower the cat
population and make room
at the shelter for all animals.
The program is expected to
start in June.
“This will absolutely help
overcrowding and free up
space for other animals like
dogs,” Sellens said.
Sellens said for the shelter
to continue on the path
to recovery, more rescue
groups, nonprofits and
volunteers need to come

together.
“I’m really happy with
Dr. Hayden; it’s nice to see
an attitude looking at more
progressive measures,” Sellens
said. “I would really like to
see the rescue community
come together—it would be
really beautiful. We need to
start working on the key areas
where we’re having trouble.”
Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com

ADDITIONAL

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER

17 YEARS.

NX200t

$500

00

For our Neighbors in
The Woodlands.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090
281-569-3300

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or
preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer.
Offer expires 7/13/16.
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COUNTY

By Anna Dembowski

Montgomery County will be the
first in Texas to adopt Smart911, a
service that provides medical, family
member and location information
directly to first responders when a
registered individual calls 911 so that
an emergency response can arrive
more quickly.

“Call if you can, text
if you can’t.”
—Chip VanSteenberg, Montgomery County
Emergency Communication District
executive director

Smart911, provided by Rave Mobile
Safety, is already available to Montgomery County residents, although a
formal launch is not planned until early
July, said Chip VanSteenberg, executive
director of the Montgomery County
Emergency Communication District.
VanSteenberg presented the emergency communication updates across

the county throughout April and May.
He said 155 Smart911 profiles had
already been created in Montgomery
County as of May 24.
When an individual creates a profile at Smart911.com, information
regarding the individual’s addresses,
family members and medical history
is stored in a secure database for call
takers to access when the individual
calls 911. VanSteenberg said with
Smart911, call takers will know
more information about the caller to
make the response quicker.
“We believe it will save time and
make for a more efficient response
when in an emergency,” VanSteenberg said.
Additionally, call takers can initiate
a text message session if there is a bad
connection.
The MCECD has also adopted
Smart911Facility, a similar service
designed for businesses, schools
and other large facilities to protect employees and visitors. If an

Anna Dembrowski/Community Impact Newspaper

Montgomery County to be first in
state to adopt new 911 system

Montgomery County officials hosted presentations on the new 911 system in April and May.

individual calls 911 from within a
registered facility, first responders are
able to look at information about the
facility before they arrive.
Although Smart911 is a national
service, it is not yet transferable
between areas using a different
service provider like Harris County.
VanSteenberg said he suggests people
who live in one county and work in
another set up a profile for both 911
response services. Harris County’s
service is available at 911.org.

Texting a 911 call taker is expected
to soon be an option for Montgomery
County residents. VanSteenberg said
call takers should be able to receive
emergency text messages by early
2017. Harris County already has the
texting capability.
VanSteenberg said although calling 911 is preferred, texting can be
helpful in some situations where an
individual cannot hear or speak.
“Call if you can, text if you can’t,”
he said.
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TOWNSHIP

The Woodlands Township is developing an action
plan in response to resident
concerns regarding drainage
from an upcoming 572-lot
community off FM 1488.
The new community, Del
Webb of The Woodlands,
is outside of the township’s
boundaries. However, The
Woodlands owns a 15-foot
wooded easement behind
the homes that serves as
a buffer for the Village of
Alden Bridge.
“The concern is that Del
Webb drainage may cause
water to drain across properties and cause future flooding
problems,” township general
manager Don Norrell said.
During the May 25 Woodlands Township board of
directors meeting, resident
David Harlan expressed three
concerns regarding the new

housing development and its
effects on the easement.
“The first issue is new
drainage from the Del Webb
property into drainage areas
owned by The Woodlands,
which creates new drainage
into the lots of property
owners in several subdivisions in The Woodlands,”
Harlan said. “These new
drainage flows are not
allowed under the drainage
plan [for the project] that has
been filed with the Montgomery County engineer.”
Harlan said the drainage
has led to tree damage. Other
risks for The Woodlands
include standing water,
which has created mosquito
issues, and elimination of the
functionality of the easements for access to utilities
and tree removal.
Land clearing from the new
development has also raised

the elevation of the Del Webb
property by about 3 feet,
resulting in standing water
that raises concern about the
viability of the easement to
support any new trees that
may be planted, Harlan said.
“The land clearing and
tree damage has changed the
previously forested nature of
The Woodlands’ easement,
and the higher elevation
of adjacent lots resulting
from the [land clearing] has
created new rear lot privacy
issues for residents of The
Woodlands,” Harlan said.
Township Director Gordy
Bunch brought up additional
concerns regarding the project, including the installation
of above-ground utilities and
a gated, private entrance into
the property off Research
Forest Drive.
“Nobody’s looking out for
maintaining the integrity of

Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot
Excellent Lake Conroe
Area Schools

Residents in The Woodlands are concerned about effects from drainage
caused by the upcoming Del Webb subdivision, which backs up to the
Village of Alden Bridge.

the back end of the Alden
Bridge community that’s
going to be impacted by this,”
Bunch said. “Nobody should
wake up and find out there’s
going to be a massive intrusion behind them.”
Township staff plans to
provide an action plan to the
board regarding how to move
forward with short- and longterm concerns about the Del
Webb subdivision.
“We need to put together an
action team ... and say, ‘Here
are our concerns; how do we

work through that?’” township Director Mike Bass said.
“We can always get into litigation if it floods downstream,
but that’s the last thing we
want to end up with.”

Del Webb The Woodlands
1488

Ku yk
endahl Rd.

By Marie Leonard

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

The Woodlands concerned about drainage
from new development off FM 1488

242
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Where Your Backyard is the Great Outdoors
LongmireEstates.com

Save Up To 20%
Off Opening Prices

CALL NOW

844.321.LAND

Buy Now Build Later

A Signorelli Community
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MODEL HOME

FURNITURE
LIQUIDATION

We are clearing out 35,000 sq.ft. of showrooms in
order to bring a brand new furniture store to you!
OV E R

100 S O FA S & C H A I R S

Sofa, Chair & a Half
& Storage Ottoman

Retail
$7,484

Package Price
$1,997
OV E R

Package Price
$4,497
OV E R

YOU WANT

Queen Bed & Dresser

30 D I N I N G R O O M S

With Trustmark, finding the right financial solutions for your business
doesn’t have to be complicated. Our lenders have expertise with many
different types of financing – from small business to large complex
commercial lending. No matter what type of business you are in, our
team can help you determine the options best suited for your needs.
6809 FM 1960 West | Houston, TX | 281.587.7900

trustmark.com

Package Price
$2,997

Retail
$11,111

Package Price
$2,477

HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS MORE
PRICED TO CLEAROUT NOW!

281-825-4491
18750 I-45, just North of 1960
mainstreetamerica.com
Member FDIC

Dining Table &
8 Chairs

Lo

Even if the way you want
seems a bit complicated.

Package Price
$2,997

Retail
$9,484

Game Table &
4 Leather Chairs

Retail
$15,641

Package Price
$2,997

40 B E D R O O M S

King Bed, 2 Nightstands,
Dresser & Mirror

Retail
$11,822

Retail
$12,327

All items subject to prior sale. All sales are final.

ue

Rd.
tta

s o
pres w o
Cy

Ha
r d y Toll Rd.

OPTIONS
TO BORROW THE WAY

Sofa, Chair & Ottoman
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CITY & COUNTY

News from The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County

Compiled by Chris Shelton and Hannah Zedaker

Rendering courtesy city of Shenandoah

County pieces together Spring Creek
Greenway amid construction delays

Even Hotels will open a wellness-focused facility in the city of Shenandoah by late 2017.

Even Hotels to open first Texas location in
city of Shenandoah by late 2017
SHENANDOAH By the end of 2017,
Shenandoah will have a total of 10
hotels with the addition of the first
Even Hotel in Texas at 18850 David
Memorial Drive.
The land on which the Even Hotel
will be built was originally planned to
be a Four Points Sheraton. However,
the company was unable to complete the Sheraton in the time frame
allotted by the special use permit. As
a result, the company asked the city
for a permit extension and agreed to
build an Even Hotel in place of a Four
Points Sheraton. The Shenandoah
City Council approved the request
during its May 25 meeting.
“The [Even] brand is geared
more towards the fitness travelers,”

Shenandoah City Administrator
Greg Smith said. “So each room has
some minor workout equipment: a
balance ball, cork flooring and some
resistance band training. They want
people to be able to do any light fitness activities in their room whether
it’s yoga, stretching or whatever the
guests choose to do.”
The hotel will also include a
12,000-square-foot fitness center,
which is significantly larger than
standard hotels with a similar room
count, Smith said.
The five-story hotel will have 150
rooms and total 79,124 square feet.
Construction on the project is set to
begin Aug. 30, 2016, and the hotel is
scheduled to open by Dec. 30, 2017.

HARRIS COUNTY Construction
on the Spring Creek Greenway—
which will include 12.5 consecutive
miles of green space between Humble and Spring at buildout—was
delayed due to heavy April rains.
Currently, a 10-mile stretch of the
Spring Creek Greenway connects
Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature
Center to Dennis Johnston Park.
The greenway was projected to
be complete this summer before an
already-constructed bridge near the
SuperTarget store on Townsen Boulevard collapsed, said Mike Howlett,
special projects coordinator for the
Precinct 4 Parks Department. A new

timeline will be announced when
the bridge is redesigned.
The project is beneficial to residents who live along the Spring
Creek Greenway, Howlett said.
“It’s a fact that if you live along a
greenway corridor, your home value
goes up,” he said. “It’s a fact that
if people go out and use the trail,
whether that’s walking or jogging
or bicycling, there are increased
health benefits.”
Additional miles of trail will connect the master-planned community of Springwoods Village, which
is south of The Woodlands, to
the system.

ExxonMobil
Campus
Dennis
Johnston Park

59
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MAP KEY
Spring Creek Greenway trail
Trails under construction
creeks

Jesse H. Jones Park
& Nature Center
Cypress
Creek

Kingwood
100+ miles of
existing trails
Spring Creek

Sources: Harris County Precinct 4/Community Impact Newspaper

Townsen Park and Ride
Bevil Jarrel Memorial Bridge

Meetings
The Woodlands Township

Typically meets the fourth Wednesday
of the month at 6 p.m.
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
Meeting dates: June 22

Montgomery County
Commissioners Court

Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month.
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe
www.mctx.org
Meeting dates: June 14, 28, July 12

Oak Ridge North City Council

Shenandoah City Council

27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge
www.oakridgenorth.com

29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah
www.shenandoahtx.us

Meeting dates: June 13, 27

Meeting dates: June 22

Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth
Monday of every month.

Meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of every month
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CALENDAR

FEATURED Event
JUN
Courtesy The Woodlands Township

11

Wine enthusiasts and foodies alike get
the chance to dress up and experience a
“New York State of Mind” with live chef
demonstrations and culinary competition.
The Grand Tasting marks the conclusion
of the annual Food & Wine Week in The
Woodlands. 7-10 p.m. $125-$135. The
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel &
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins
Drive, The Woodlands, 713-557-5732
www.foodandvinetime.com

18 and 25
Waterway Nights

Every Saturday night in June,
residents can enjoy live music,
strolling entertainers, a splash pad
and fireworks display in the heart
of Waterway Square. The series
is presented by Texas Children’s
Hospital and sponsored by
Wells Fargo and The Woodlands
Development Company. 7-9 p.m.
Free. 31 Waterway Square Place,
The Woodlands, 281-210-3900.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Dental Implants
3-D Cone beam

state of the art technology

Dental & Periodontal Services
College Park Dr.
I-45

Acheivement Dr.

3117 College Park Dr. Suite 230
The Woodlands, TX. 77384.

Located on 242, behind Panera Bread

www.specialistsimplantcenter.com

21, 27 and July 5
Sports Cinema Series

The George & Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Library hosts a Sports Cinema Series
featuring screenings of sports-themed
films throughout the summer. The library
provides popcorn, and all movies are
rated PG-13 so children age 12 or
younger must be accompanied by an
adult. 1:30 p.m. Free. George & Cynthia
Woods Mitchell Branch Library,
8125 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands.
936-442-7728. www.countylibrary.org

17

Call Today: (936) 231-8937

‘Music in Motion’ concerts

The Woodlands Show Chorus
presents its annual show featuring
Speed of Sound Quartet, the 2015
Sweet Adelines International Queens
of Harmony. The event offers two
performances throughout the day as
well as a raffle. The group has won its
first two regional competitions and is
working toward its next international
competition this fall. 2-6 p.m. $15-$30.
Oak Ridge High School Theater,
27330 Oak Ridge School Road,
Oak Ridge North. 713-688-6509.
www.thewoodlandsshowchorus.org

15

Courtesy Susan Love Fitts

11

27

Magic Day

The Woodlands Children’s
Museum presents performances of local
entertainers, such as Muffie the Clown
and Professor Hughdini as well as two
Storybook Theatre performances and
three Magic of David performances.
10 a.m.-5 p.m. $6 (per person over the
age of 1). The Woodlands Children’s
Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive,
Ste. 280, The Woodlands.
281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

18

Hometown Hoedown
Cornament

Teams of two compete in the
second annual cornhole tournament
benefiting the Texas Sentinels
Foundation, which provides
qualified wounded veterans with
debt-free homes as part of a life
scholarship that includes job
placement and mentorship. In
addition to the tournament, the
family-friendly event also has food,
music and a children’s area. 2 p.m.
$150 (per team). Rob Fleming Park,
6055 Creekside Forest Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-719-6392.
www.woodlandsonline.com

18

Dive-In Movie

Mutts & Putts Open

Lone Star Animal Welfare
League hosts its fifth annual fundraiser
benefiting homeless animals in the
Montgomery County area and its Fixing
Montgomery County program. The
event includes a golf tournament, silent
auction, raffle, an awards ceremony
and lunch and dinner. 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
$150 (per individual), $600 (per team).
Palmer Course of The Woodlands
Country Club, 100 Grand Fairway,
Spring. 832-576-1881.
www.LSAWL.org

July

03

Star-Spangled Salute

Attendees get into the Fourth
of July spirit with a free concert full
of patriotic tunes performed by The
Houston Symphony. 8 p.m. Free. The
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. 2005
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3900.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Community members can
enjoy an evening swim while watching
the movie “Pan.” The event is free for
children under age 3. 8:30 p.m. $5
(per person). Shadowbend Pool, 4991
Shadowbend, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

24

through 26
Woodlands Summer
Charity Open
The Woodlands Summer Charity Open
replaces the 37-year tradition of the
Woodlands Junior Clay Court, including
both junior and adult tennis players. The
event is sanctioned by the United States
Tennis Association-Texas and benefits
the Education for Tomorrow Alliance. 8
a.m. Free. The Woodlands Country Club
Tennis Center, 1730 S. Millbend Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-364-1140.
www.woodlandsonline.com

Courtesy The Woodlands Township

11

Wine Rendezvous Grand
Tasting & Chef Showcase

Courtesy Food and Vine Time Productions

June

04

Splash Day

For one day of the year,
all 14 community pools—including
Rob Fleming Aquatic Center—
charge no admission fee to visitors
in celebration of Independence
Day. Each pool has a different
theme, and lifeguards compete to
win the annual contest. Residents
are encouraged to participate in
the theme contest by dressing up
accordingly. Light refreshments are

45

The Woodlands Edition • June 2016

Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

04

Fourth of July Parade

The South County Fourth of
July Committee presents its annual
1.3-mile parade beginning and ending
at The Woodlands United Methodist
Church. This year’s theme is “Music of
America” and features marching bands,
fire engines, clowns, floats and more.
9-10:30 a.m. Free. The Woodlands
United Methodist Church, 2200 Lake
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3975. www.4thofjuly.org

04

‘Things That Go’ Bike
Parade and Concert
in the Park

Patriots of all ages show off their
spirit in this Fourth of July bike parade
around Northshore Park. Participants
can bring their own bike decorations
or use those provided at the event. The
parade concludes with live music in the
park. Guests are encouraged to bring a
picnic and lawn chairs. 4:15 p.m. Free.
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3900.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04

Red, Hot and Blue Festival
and Fireworks
Extravaganza
Attendees celebrate Independence Day
with food, drinks, children’s activities,
entertainment and one of the largest
fireworks displays in the Greater
Houston area. 6-10 p.m., Free. Town
Green Park, Waterway Square and The
Woodlands Town Center,
The Woodlands. 281-210-3900.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04

Duck Derby

Community members support
the Crisis Assistance Center by
adopting rubber ducks and racing them

down the lazy river in the ninth annual
fundraiser. Participants can adopt
one, six or 13 ducks. Proceeds benefit
Montgomery County residents who
have suffered crisis and require food or
clothing. 3 p.m. $5-$50. Rob Fleming
Aquatic Center, 6055 Creekside Forest
Drive, The Woodlands. 936-539-1096.
www.woodlandsonline.com

04

19450 Unity Park Drive, Magnolia.
281-356-2266.
www.cityofmagnolia.com

04

Fireworks and festival

A celebration of Independence
Day at Kingwood Town Center features
food, drinks, live music and more than
80 vendors. The event features craft
and food booths, bounce houses and
a bungee jump as well as a traditional
fireworks show and live music from
“That 70s Thing,” a local band that
covers hits from the ‘70s after the
festival concludes. 2-9 p.m. Free.
Kingwood Town Center, 8 N. Main St.,
Kingwood. 281-883-4279

Fourth in Unity Park

The city of Magnolia hosts its
annual celebration in Unity Park with
live music and free hot dogs and drinks.
The event also features games, water
activities and a children’s bicycle and
tricycle parade. 5 p.m. Free. Unity Park,

Worth the TRIP

Online Calendar
JUL

04

Find more or submit
The Woodlands events at
communityimpact.com/wdl.

Freedom Over Texas

Houstonians celebrate
Independence Day with the
annual event, which features performances
by Darius Rucker, former frontman
of Hootie and the Blowfish, and local
band The Suffers. Adults can enjoy the
Budweiser Bayou Beer Garden while
children enjoy the Wal-Mart All-American
Kids Zone. The evening concludes with a
firework display. 4-10 p.m. $5-$10. Eleanor
Tinsley Park, 500 Allen Parkway, Houston.
www.houstontx.gov

To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition,
they must be submitted online by
the fourth Friday of the month.
Sponsored by
Courtesy city of Houston

offered at all pool locations.
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. The Woodlands
Township pools, The Woodlands.
281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Community IMPACT 2.1709 x 11.25”
46jdollar@judestudios.com
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LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

FRIDAY

JUNE 24

8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.

FREE EVENT

June
10
11
14
17
18
24
25
July
01
02

Shadow Street Band
James Roosa and the
Family Band
08 Alter Ego Band
09 No Refunover

2005 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
June

SUNDAY

8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.

HOUSTON
SYMPHONY

FREE EVENT

courtesy of
The Woodlands
Development Company

10
11
12
24
26
29
July
03
05
09

Weezer and Panic! At the Disco
Boom 92: Boom Bash
Boston
Texas Music Festival Orchestra
Slipknot
G-Eazy and Logic
Star-Spangled Salute
Twenty One Pilots
Jim Gaffigan

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

No Tickets required for FREE events.

Picnics welcome. (no outside beverages)
app store and Google Play

June
09-10
11
12
17
19
23
24
25
30
July
02
08

JUNE 93Q’s A Day in the Country

25

Country artists Dwight Yoakam,
Easton Corbin, Jana Kramer
and many more take the stage in the 12th
annual daylong music festival hosted by
The New 93Q. 1:30 p.m. $20-$79.50. The
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion.
2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.
281-363-3300.
www.woodlandscenter.org

City Night Band
Kool Breeze Band
Robin Roberts
Folk Family Revival
Checkered Past Band
Johnny and the Spinsations
Fab 5

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

JULY 3

FEATURED Event

Mark Farner
Travis Tritt
Acoustic Alchemy
Gary Kyle
Leon Russell
Jason Boland
John Mayall
Rippingtons
Curtis Sagado
Hayes Carll
Shenandoah

Dosey Doe Music Cafe
463 FM 1488, Conroe
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com
June
09
10
11
14
16
17
18
20
25
28

Buffalo Ruckus
Hamilton Loomis
Amy Speace
Carthy
Lisa Mills
Sarah Kelly Band
Bri Bagwell
Alex Holsem
Young Dubliners
Jason Eady & Courtney
Patton’s Supper Club
29 Adam Carroll

July
01
02
06
07
13

Micky & the Motorcars
Shake Russell & Michael Hearne
Tyler Lucas & Morgan Wilson
Rick Estrin & the Nightcats
Sam Riggs

Hughes Landing
Hughes Landing, The Woodlands
281-210-3900
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
July
04 Sawdust Road
07 Rock the Row (TBD)

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St., Tomball
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
June
09
10
11
16
17
21

Jarrod Birmingham
Radney Foster
Doug Allen Nash
Gary Morris
Cool Freddie E & The Crew
Joshua Radin

GenuWine Tasting Room
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia
832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com
June
09
10
11
15
16
17
18
22
23
24
25
29
30
July
01
02

Morgan Wilson
Tiffany Rene
Justin Pecina
Mp2 Duo
Lyssa Warren
Artie V
Russell Boyd
Mp2 Duo
Ryan Wilcox
Brenda Guy
Aaron White
Mp2 Duo
Leslie Krafka
Zac Person
Texxas Heat

22-23
24
25
28
July
01
02
08
09

Roger Creager

The Chubby Knuckle Choir
Derek Spence
Elizabeth Cook
Gene Watson
The Fab 5
Sisters Morales
Joe Ely

Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive,
The Woodlands
marketstreet-thewoodlands.com
June
09 Latin jazz and Santana rock
sounds of The Brew

Courtesy 93Q

Crescent Moon Wine Bar

Compiled by Hannah Zedaker
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DRINKS

Kiss Your Mama

The Cheese Course

Nick’s Fish Dive &
Oyster Bar

By Abigail Loop

By Abigail Loop

he Cheese Course offers a
selection of wine by the glass
or the bottle as well as a variety of beer and coffee at its location on
Lake Robbins Drive.
Tenuta di Arceno is a Chianti
clasico wine offered at The Cheese
Course. It is an Italian wine with a
smooth and supple taste and has flavors of red cherries and Sicilian blood
oranges.
The Cheese Course in The Woodlands offers
“We sell the bottle here for $27.50,” Chianiti clasico by the glass or the bottle.
supervisor Victor Durant said. “A
glass of wine here is usually $5.99.
Lake Robbins Dr.
People here also order the Malbec a
lot, too.”
Durant said the restaurant also
offers a happy hour during which the
house wine is $2 for a glass and
$11 for a bottle.
1510 Lake Robbins Drive
Aside from wine, beer and cofThe Woodlands
832-246-8884
fee, The Cheese Course also offers
www.thecheesecourse.com
sandwiches, salads, soups and cheese
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,
boards with artisanal cheeses from
Thu.-Sat. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.,
around the world.
Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

ick’s Fish Dive & Oyster Bar
opened last May on Waterway Avenue in The Woodlands. It offers customers an extensive
beer and cocktail menu in addition
to a variety of seafood entrees and
crafted sandwiches.
One of the restaurant’s featured
cocktails is the Kiss Your Mama
cocktail, which is made with Don
Julio Reposado Tequila, Canton Ginger Liqueur, fresh mango, lime juice,
simple syrup and basil. It costs $10.
Operational Manager Mark Hawkins said the restaurant also features
a happy hour Monday through Friday
from 3-6 p.m.
“We’re also known for all of our
different oysters—we have about eight
to 12 different kinds,” Hawkins said.
A reverse happy hour is also available from 9-10 p.m. Monday through
Friday and from 10-11 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday.

N

Waterway Square Pl.

20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 105
The Woodlands
281-419-8885
www.nicksfishdive.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.,
Sun. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

CONVERSATION STARTERS

THREE INITIAL QUESTIONS

Q: “Do we have enough to qualify for your help?”
A: Surprisingly, a U.S. household with only $100,000 in liquid investable
assets is in the top 33% of the wealth rankings. That includes IRAs, 401Ks,
bank accounts and the like. At $250,000, you are in the top 15%. The average
household in The Woodlands is in this top 15%. And $1 million in liquid assets
puts you in the top 3% of wealth in America. At Linscomb & Williams, most
clients are first-generation wealth and qualify in that top 15%. A few of our
younger clients are not there yet, but they are on a good pace to attain it.
Q: “Who will I actually work with?”
A: We have an experienced team that includes CPAs, CFP practitioners, CFA
charterholders, JDs and MBAs. You are a client of the firm, meaning our entire
team. That said, you can expect a comfortable working relationship with one or
two of our wealth advisors who understand your situation and goals, and then
call on all the resources of our entire team as needed.
Q: “What does it cost to come in?”
A: After a brief phone conversation, we can schedule a no-cost, no-obligation,
confidential exploratory discussion in our Woodlands office. We’ll give you a
second opinion on where you are and what you are doing. If it makes sense to
go further, we can discuss next steps and costs.

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team (Left to right: Paul Vitale, CFP®;
B. Craig Ivy, AIF®; J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®; Larry Napier, CPA)

For more information, or a copy of our Form ADV, Part II,
with all of our disclosures, call Craig Ivy or Larry Napier
at 281.841.0707 or visit
www.linscomb-williams.com
Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.

Woodloch Fores

Lake Robbins Dr.

t Dr.

The Kiss Your Mama cocktail ($10) is made
with tequila, liqueur, mango and simple syrup.

Wate r way Av
e.

t Dr.

Woodloch Fores

Wate r way Av
e.

T

Photos by Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Tenuta di
Arceno

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd, Ste. 200 The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281.841.0707 www.linscomb-williams.com
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NOW ENROLLING FOR THE 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR SON’S FUTURE.
At Marine Military Academy, challenge leads to excellence, and excellence leads to
success. By providing a college-preparatory curriculum in a structured, disciplined
setting, our young men rise to their full academic, physical and moral potential.
Armed with the tools for success, our graduates not only have an edge in college,
they have an edge in life. At MMA, we turn boys into men and men into leaders.

Entrust your son to a few good men! Enroll him at MMA ... TODAY!

MMA-TX.ORG »» 956.423.6006
Marine Military Academy »» A College-Prep Boarding School for Young Men in Grades 8-12 »» 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX 78550
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RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

May events in The Woodlands
Courtesy KhakiBlack Photography and Melonhead Photography

Compiled by Abigail Loop

The Ironman North American Championship was held in The Woodlands on May 14. Thousands of spectators and competitors filled up The Woodlands to take part in the triathlon.

Courtesy Montgomery County Food Bank

Courtesy Ironman

The Couture for the Cause of Montgomery County fundraiser gala was held
May 7 at The Club at Carlton Woods. More than 200 attended the gala, and proceeds benefited the American Cancer Society.

Courtesy The John Cooper School

Courtesy The Woodlands Children’s Museum

The sixth annual Golfing in the Woods tournament was held May 9 at the Panther
Trail Golf Course in The Woodlands. The tournament was hosted by the Montgomery County Food Bank.

Students at The John Cooper School perform in a dance showcase on May 14-15. The showcase featured
classic ballet, tap and hip-hop dance routines.

Custom cakes
for all special events
including weddings,
birthdays, baby
showers, etc

The Lonestar E.A.R.L.Y. Robotic Tournament was held in early May. Children
participated in robot matches and received a variety of awards for robot champion,
design and finalist.

10% OFF
any custom
cake.
Up to a $50 value. Expires 7/13/16.

We Deliver!

We Offer:

• Cupcakes
• Cakeballs
• Pastries

• Pies
• Brownies
• Bars

(936) 231-8667
242
45
N

3091 College Park Dr,
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital

50

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com
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Robert Heineman

Longtime planner credited with the
urban design of The Woodlands

“The Woodlands was a real
challenge, dealing with all
these environmental
factors and how to
structure a city out of a
forest.”
—Robert Heineman, vice president of
planning for The Woodlands Development
Company

ing,” he said. “I became interested
in not just individual buildings, but
groups of buildings and cities.”
After graduation in the early 1970s,,
Heineman enrolled in graduate school
at Harvard University to further his
knowledge of architecture. It was then
he first heard about The Woodlands.
“My parents sent me an article in
the paper about George Mitchell and
his plans for The Woodlands, a new

community outside Houston,” Heineman said. “I wrote [the company] asking if they were interested in an intern
and they said, ‘Sure, come on down.’”
Heineman arrived in Houston
to work for the Mitchell Energy and
Development Corporation in 1971, three
years before The Woodlands opened.
“That summer, the planning staff
was two of us—Bob Hartsfield and
me,” Heineman said. “We were beginning to put together the plan for The
Woodlands that would be submitted
to [the Department of Housing and
Urban Development] as part of the
new communities program.”
Heineman began working full
time for The Woodlands in 1972
after graduating from Harvard. He
was charged with helping to fulfill
Mitchell’s vision for The Woodlands:
maintaining the image and qualities
of the natural environment after
development.
“One way [we achieved the vision]
was creating forested preserves along
major roadways and collectors,”
Heineman said. “If you do that, your
major thoroughfares are parkways
rather than shopping centers.”
Heineman was also responsible for
writing the first residential standards
in the 1970s and coordinated the
first commercial standards for the
community as well. Working with
businesses could sometimes be a
challenge, Heineman said, since they
were used to having large signs and
a location visible from the street.
Such was the case when McDonald’s
wanted to open a restaurant in the
Village of Panther Creek.
“We told [the owner people] probably won’t see the building, but there
will be a sign,” Heineman said. “He
finally agreed to do it, and within a
short amount of time his McDonald’s was the second-highest grossing
McDonald’s in the Houston area.”
Heineman also played a large role
in the development of Town Center,
which he first sketched out on an
index card in 1972. The 44-year-old
drawing mirrors a close resemblance
to what has become Town Center
today with both residential and office
space depicted, along with a transit
corridor in the middle, which became

Robert Heineman is the vice president of planning for The Woodlands Development Company. He
has worked for The Woodlands for 45 years.

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

F

or the last 45 years, Robert
Heineman has been instrumental in planning many aspects
of The Woodlands that are major fixtures in the community today.
“The Woodlands was a real challenge, dealing with all these environmental factors and how to structure
a city out of a forest,” Heineman said.
“That’s what the challenge has been:
dealing with each element that comprises a city.”
Alex Sutton, co-president of The
Woodlands Development Company,
said Heineman has been a vital part
of the planning and development of
The Woodlands since its inception.
“Robert is a true visionary of
The Woodlands, helping to shape
the community from preliminary
drawings to one of the most successful master-planned communities in
the nation and the hometown we all
enjoy today,” he said. “He stays true
to George Mitchell’s vision, and in my
view, is the conscience of The Woodlands for development.”
Heineman, who had interests in art,
science and math from a young age,
first learned about planning and urban
design while studying architecture at
Rice University.
“We had an urban design project
under [architect] Denise Scott Venturi at Rice, and I found it fascinat-

Courtesy Derrick Bryant

By Marie Leonard

Heineman’s 1972 sketch for a Town Center area has come to fruition today with both residential
and office development present. The transit corridor is the existing Woodlands Waterway.

the Woodlands Waterway.
“From the beginning The Woodlands wasn’t designed like a bedroom
community,” Heineman said. “It was
designed as a major employment
center where you could live and work.
In that respect, it was different from
Kingwood and Clear Lake and other
developments in Houston that were
residential-oriented.”
Heineman said although Mitchell
would have been successful building the
Village of Grogan’s Mill where the Town
Center is today, it would have eliminated
the potential for a downtown area.
“The Town Center—the hole in
the donut—was held out despite a
lot of folks saying, ‘That land is so
accessible, you should be developing
it soon,’” he said. “It would have been
most economical to develop and
build a road off the freeway and put a
supermarket where Anadarko is now.
That was the philosophy back then: to
minimize upfront costs.”
The completion of The Woodlands

Mall in 1994 marked the beginning of
commercial growth and bringing jobs
to The Woodlands, Heineman said.
However, it took about two decades
for employment centers to take shape.
“People talked about The Woodlands being south of Dallas back
then,” he said. “It was a long way
away [from Houston]. The jobs and
commercial development followed the
residential development. You had to
create the base.”
Since the early days of The Woodlands, employees have traveled across
the country and world to study
similar developments and learn from
them and apply those concepts to The
Woodlands.
“We’ve never rested on our laurels
by saying that what we did back in ’72
was the epitome and we should never
deviate from that,” Heineman said.
“We always try to improve and learn
from what works and learn from others. A city is always changing, it never
stays still.”
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Heather Neeley

Oak Ridge North director of economic
development
Heather Neeley said she has gotten to know more of Oak Ridge North’s local
businesses owners since taking over as the city’s director of economic development in March. Neeley started out as Oak Ridge North’s city secretary in 2013,
a position she held for three years. As city secretary, Neeley took minutes at
City Council meetings, prepared agendas and acted as the records management
officer and chief custodian of all official city records.
Now, Neeley’s responsibilities have shifted to planning and organizing economic development activities to expand the property and sales tax base in the
city while also encouraging the creation of new jobs in the area.
Neeley attended Oak Ridge North High School and after moving away for
three years to work at First Colony Community Association, she returned to
Oak Ridge North and began working as city secretary.
How has the transition from
city secretary to director of
economic development been?
I’m really happy about the move. I
like public sector work, it seems fulfilling—the civil service part of it. Our
motto is, ‘What a hometown should
be,’ and it really is. You have business
owners who are on [the] council, so
they live here and they have their
business here. We want [Oak Ridge
North] to still be a hometown but to
also add more sales tax dollars so that
citizens can keep property taxes low.
What are the main duties of
your job as director of economic
development?
I think it’s really about getting to
know people. I was the city secretary
for three years before, and while on
that job I knew a lot of the board and
commissions. I didn’t really get out
into the community.
So it has been about learning the
different businesses and meeting the
owners, talking to them and really
getting involved in what they need

and what they’re looking for as well as
going out and trying to meet with new
developers who will come to the area.
How did you get involved with
local government?
Originally, I worked in a nonprofit
called First Colony Community
Association in Sugar Land. However—because of its size—it is run like
a small city, so my position there was
similar to that of a city secretary. I did
agendas and worked with a committee, and it was really parallel to what I
did here.
When I saw the city secretary
position open here, it seemed like a
natural fit. I’ve always wanted to be in
community development or economic
development, so that was always a
goal.
What is the best part of being
the director of economic
development for the city?
Like I said before, I’ve been around
everything and have been talking
with the business owners. I know the

Courtesy city of Oak Ridge North

By Abigail Loop

businesses that were here, but have
never had direct involvement with
them. So it has been nice to get out
there and actually talk to people,
whereas the city secretary was more
behind the scenes. It’s nice to get out
and interact with the community.
What future plans do you have
for the city?
The [tax increment reinvestment
zone] is something really new for the
city, [and] it’s going to provide a lot
of new opportunities. It’s something
that’s going to provide a lot for the
city, such as developing the [extraterritorial jurisdiction] to where we can
put in more businesses and generate
sales tax and have a nicer aesthetic
throughout the city.
I’m just excited that Susan started
a great program here before she left
since she was the first person to come
in here as an economic development
person. She was here when the TIRZ
was created and she left so now it’s a
new opportunity to take TIRZ and
make it successful.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands

BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL
Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options
to complete your undergraduate or
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.
LSC- University Center • 3232 College Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

The tax increment
reinvestment zone (TIRZ)
Purpose: The goal of the TIRZ to is
bring in more commercial development
to Oak Ridge North by using tax breaks
and infrastructure improvements.
Montgomery County and Oak
Ridge North will share the cost of
construction. The TIRZ will help finance
the cost of development in areas that
would otherwise not attract sufficient
market development.
TIRZ projects:
Water infrastructure projects

Road

Sewer extensions

Landscape

Signage

Engineering

Attend one of our free
information sessions
Saturday, June 18 • Noon
Saturday, July 8 • Noon
MBA Open House Saturday,
Saturday, July 9 • 10:00 am

Sign up online at
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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INSIDE INFORMATION

GROWING OUTWARD

Tomball Tollway

Beltway 8

KEY

The Grand Parkway

Highway

As the population in Northwest Houston grows, major roadways have been built and expanded to redistribute traffic and meet the
needs of drivers in the area.

TOMBALL TOLLWAY
The tollway spans from north of Spring
Cypress Road to north of FM 2920.

TOLL
ROADS

THE GRAND PARKWAY

Tolls range from 90 cents for one entrance
or exit to $1.50 to travel the entire 6-mile
span. Tolls are collected by HCTRA.

Segments F-1 and F-2 of the
Grand Parkway opened in February,
connecting Hwy. 290 in Cypress to I-45
near The Woodlands.

THE PROJECT COST TOTALED $155 MILLION

Tolls range from 43 cents for direct
connectors to $1.35 for main plaza tolls
and are collected by TxDOT.
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BELTWAY 8

249

Originally planned in the 1950s, HCTRA took
on the Beltway 8 project after TxDOT could
not authorize funding to create Houston’s
second loop.

Compiled by Wendy Cawthon

In Harris County, much of the toll road system is run by
the Harris County Toll Road Authority. The HCTRA was
founded in 1983 after voters approved a $900 million
bond referendum to create the Hardy Toll Road and the
Harris County Tollway. Since then, HCTRA has spent
over $3 billion on the toll system, creating the Tomball
Tollway and the Sam Houston Tollway in Northwest
Houston, as well as the Katy managed lanes on I-10
and the Westpark Tollway in Fort Bend County.

99

Tolled portions of the road are referred to
as the Sam Houston Tollway.

Map not to scale

LOCAL USAGE
Since opening in April 2015, the Tomball Tollway has exceeded expectations for monthly usage as drivers look for a quicker way to travel on Hwy. 249.

1,274,059

1,200,000

—Patti Evans, assistant communications director, Harris
County Toll Road Authority

TRANSACTIONS

1,028,441
1,000,000

1,176,263
1,021,454

975,722

800,000
600,000

571,366

0

120 MILLION

$

APRIL
2015

“THE INITIAL TRAFFIC PROJECTIONS
ANTICIPATED ABOUT 810,000 MONTHLY
TRANSACTIONS FOR THE RAMP-UP PERIOD.
TOLL REVENUE HAS AVERAGED CLOSE TO $1.5
MILLION PER MONTH FOR THE PAST
SIX MONTHS.”
-PATTI EVANS, HCTRA ASSISTANT
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Evans said work has begun on the final design for Phase
2 of the Tomball Tollway, which will extend the existing
toll lanes north of the bypass to the Harris County line
at Spring Creek and connect to the Montgomery County
portion of the tollway.

400,000
200,000

HCTRA contributes roughly

45

Tolls range from 90 cents to $1.75.

1,400,000

“The Harris County toll road system is just that
—a system. The decision to pool the component
parts of the Harris County toll road network and
make them one system has enabled financing
that costs the county less—and therefore its
residents less—when debt is issued to expand
or improve the system.”

Drive time on each segment averages 10
minutes.

JULY
2015

NOV.
2015

JAN.
2016

FEB.
2016

MARCH
2016

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF PHASE 2: $175 MILLION

TOLL ROAD DEBT
As of March, HCTRA has $2.13 billion in debt. To compare, tolling authorities from around the state have a collective debt of $21 billion, TxDOT
Executive Director James Bass said during a March 30 Texas House of Representatives Transportation Committee hearing.
Even if all debt was repaid, tolls would likely still stay in place.
If tolls are removed, maintenance of the road would be turned
over to the state, which does not have enough revenue to
manage the additional upkeep.

HCTRA
debt

annually to the Harris County Mobility Fund

ON THE ROAD
Through a statewide interoperability agreement, HCTRA EZ
Tags work on toll roads throughout Texas and vice versa—the
Texas Department of Transportation TxTag and the North Texas
Tollway Authority TollTag work on Harris County toll roads.

“UNLIKE THE STATE HIGHWAY FUNDING MECHANISM—
WHERE GAS TAXES PAID LOCALLY CAN BE ALLOCATED
[FOR ROADS] ANYWHERE IN TEXAS—TOLL REVENUE
FROM HARRIS COUNTY TOLL ROADS STAY IN THIS
REGION,” EVANS SAID.

Collective
debt of tolling
authorities
for the entire
state of Texas
$

$

2.13 BILLION

21 BILLION

While toll revenue in Harris County is used for debt repayment,
funds are also transferred to the county’s mobility fund for
countywide road improvements and acts as a built-in source for
future repairs and maintenance for existing toll roads.
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TXTAG

HCTRA EZ TAG

NORTH TEXAS TOLLWAY
AUTHORITY TOLLTAG

Sources:HCTRA/Community Impact Newspaper
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THE COST OF

FLOOD INSURANCE FACTS:

Even a few inches of water in a home can amount to thousands of dollars in damage for homeowners with no flood
insurance.

$50,000 =
LOAN
at 4 percent interest

$100,000 =

FLOOD INSURANCE
PREMIUM

around
$240 A MONTH

could amount to

$39,150
worth of damage

1-foot flood

could amount to

$52,000
worth of damage

or

$2,880 A YEAR
for 30 years

around
$33 A MONTH
or

$400 A YEAR

In most cases, it takes

30 DAYS AFTER PURCHASE

for a policy to take effect. As a result, it is important to buy insurance
before the storm approaches and the floodwaters start to rise.

22%

OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY
is within a flood plain

The National Flood
Insurance Program
By Hannah Zedaker

6-inch flood

Federal disaster assistance is usually a loan that must be paid back
with interest.

INSIDE INFORMATION

Between 2005-14, total flood insurance claims averaged

MORE THAN $3.5 BILLION
PER YEAR.

Although flood insurance is not federally required to own a home,
anyone can be financially vulnerable to floods.
In fact, people outside of mapped high-risk flood areas file

OVER 20 PERCENT

of all National Flood Insurance Program flood insurance claims and
receive one-third of federal disaster assistance for flooding.

Between April 16-23, property owners in the state
of Texas filed 8,120 flood claims totaling more than
$43 million in claims paid following the week’s
historic rainfall event, according to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. Fifty homeowners in Montgomery County applied for FEMA’s
buyout program following the floods.
Because homeowner insurance policies do not
cover flood damage, Congress enacted the National
Flood Insurance Program in 1968 in hopes of
mitigating the costly effects rising water can impose
upon property owners. Although only 22 percent of
land in Montgomery County is within a flood plain,
flooding can happen anywhere at any time.
“When you drive by a place like Timber Lakes/
Timber Ridge and you see homes that have had
3 and 4 feet of water in it, and those people with
everything they own out there at the curb because
it’s destroyed—without insurance, most people could
not recoup from that,” Montgomery County Judge
Craig Doyal said. “Flood insurance is critical.”
For more information on how to obtain flood insurance, contact a local
insurance agent or visit
www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program.

Sources: The National Flood Insurance Program/Community Impact Newspaper
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ARTIST’S CORNER

By Beth Marshall

Profiles of notable local artists

Jackie Impey

—Jackie Impey, artist

Prior to becoming a mother, Impey
was a social worker in Calgary. When
her husband’s job prompted a nearly
10,000-mile move to the western
shores of Australia, Impey was not
planning to try her hand at painting.
“I met a friend [who is] an artist,
and she encouraged me to start painting,” Impey said. “I said, ‘I can’t do
that; that’s really hard.’ She said, ‘Yes,
you can.’ So, that’s how it started.”
Living in Australia, Impey drew
inspiration from the bold contrast
between the turquoise ocean water

Courtesy Jackie Impey

Artist Jackie Impey works on a painting inspired by a photograph from a trip to Italy.

Titled “Thirteen,” this acrylic painting by Impey
is on exhibit at Crisp in The Woodlands.

Courtesy Jackie Impey

“It becomes easy to be
inspired when it’s
something personal for
me.”

and the red desert dirt. Most of her
pieces incorporate vivid and bright
colors on large canvasses.
“I did a painting that I entered in a
show and the critique said, ‘I just feel
joy when I see this painting,’” Impey
said. “I love that because when I was
painting it I was feeling joyful, and I
wasn’t necessarily expecting to elicit
that response, but it turned out that
way. That makes me happy.”
Impey mostly learned her craft by
taking classes and workshops led by professional instructors, which influenced
her work. However, it has since evolved.
“I think for all artists, it sort of takes
you a bit of time to find your own style
after painting under someone,” Impey
said. “I’d say it’s just an ongoing exploration. I don’t like the theory that you
have to stay with one type of style or
one type of medium. I think it’s exciting to have the option to paint what
inspires you and what you love.”
Now that she lives in The Woodlands, Impey is on The Woodlands
Art League board of directors. She has
been in charge of membership and
publicity with the main goal of getting
more of the community involved in
the art scene through classes and
workshops, she said.
“Her support and creative ideas are
invaluable to us as WAL changes to
better reflect our community, members’ needs and interests, and the
changing art culture,” WAL President
Lauren Combs said. “From my point
of view, Jackie is the ideal art league
member. She has taken advantage
of our workshops, demo artists, and
painting groups and used them to
enhance her own talents and vision.”
Impey also participates in community service projects with WAL,
Combs said, including Habitat for
Humanity, The Woodlands Waterway
Arts Festival and The Woodlands
High School Art Trust.
“Somehow, she also finds time to
help coordinate our newest painting
group for abstract artists,” Combs
said. “It is quite a privilege to work
alongside her, and a delight to see her
art develop and mature.”
Impey paints in her home studio,
and even though her schedule can be

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

L

ocal artist Jackie Impey gets
most of her inspiration from
traveling, she said.
Originally from Calgary, Alberta,
Impey spent five years living in
Perth, Australia, where she began her
painting career. She moved to The
Woodlands with her family about
three years ago.
Last year, a trip to Indonesia
inspired her to paint an entire collection called “Bali 2015,” part of which
can be found on display at the South
Montgomery County Community
Center on Lake Robbins Drive.
“I was traveling in Indonesia, and I
just loved all the images of the Buddhas;
and it’s a beautiful seascape [with] lively
markets,” Impey said. “It just becomes
easy to be inspired when it’s something
personal for me. I’d much rather paint
from my own photograph and
a personal experience than a magazine
picture or something like that.”
After studying at the University of
Alberta and the University of Calgary,
Impey earned degrees in social work
and cultural anthropology.
“I got [my cultural anthropology]
degree because of my love of travel
and different cultures,” Impey said. “I
guess that’s more the social sciences
side of it, but I love the traveling and
the visual part of meeting different
people and seeing where they live.”

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

Canadian native paints big, bright pieces
inspired by nature, travel

Impey stands in her living room with two of
her completed paintings.

busy, she said painting is something
she finds time for in her routine.
“I would like to say that I’m a fulltime artist, but I paint when I can,”
she said. “I have two kids, and they
keep me busy. I do volunteer work for
The Woodlands Art League, so that
takes some of my time. Obviously kid
stuff takes some of my time, and … I
try to set aside specific times to paint.”
In a departure from Impey’s earlier
pieces, many paintings from the “Bali
2015” collection are abstract, she said.
“For me, the process is the most fun
part,” Impey said. “Every artist’s art
evolves. My art started out a lot more

“Bali Buddha Remix,” a part of the “Bali 2015”
collection, can be found on exhibit at the South
Montgomery County Community Center.

realistic and representational, and
then as I’ve been developing, I’m leaning more toward abstract expressionism. The process is so much different,
but it’s so much fun. I think it’s a lot
more of an internal process, and you
don’t necessarily have a set outcome.”
Impey’s art can be found at Crisp at
2520 Research Forest Drive until the
end of June. Her full gallery can be
viewed on her website. Pieces typically
cost between $500-$1,800.
For more information visit
www.jackieimpeyartist.com
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Recycling program

Nonstop-n-Go
via Grand Parkway
The Woodlands
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Cypress

another recycling fair to
further educate residents and
gain more participants.
“I just think that we’ve
damaged the Earth so much,”
Moore said. “I want my grandchildren and great-grandchildren to be able to survive and
at this rate, if it continues, they
won’t be able to. When you do
recycle, then you become part
of the solution instead of part
of the problem.”

Copperwood
Apartments
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4407 S. Panther Creek Drive,
The Woodlands
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Spruce up for Summer!
Your full service stop for all repair and
remodeling projects

Tomball

45

Carolynn Moore is one of the Copperwood Apartments residents who helped
introduce the pilot recycling program to her community.

R d.

Environmental Services
Department, multifamily
housing comprises 16 percent of all residences in The
Woodlands, and the majority
of those facilities do not offer
a recycling program.
“It’s a huge portion of
recycling that we’re missing,”
Herrick said. “It hasn’t been
addressed at all—not so much
even in the city of Houston
and definitely not here. We
have to be thinking in terms
of the circular economy now.
Nothing is waste; everything
has value.”
Township employees said
part of their mission is to
continue expanding recycling
throughout The Woodlands.
However, the department
can only do so if all entities
are onboard. Moore said she
and the rest of the committee
hope to continue expanding the program by hosting

“The percentages of individuals in our country now and
in our community that want
to recycle is extremely high,”
Environmental Services Manager John Geiger said.
The complex now has eight
recycling carts located in each
of the building’s trash rooms
as well as smaller apartment
bins residents can keep in
their units to collect recyclables throughout the week.
The committee was given
the “Volunteer of the Year”
award by The Woodlands
Township in January for its
recycling education efforts.
“They invested a lot of their
time and efforts amongst
their 300 residents to get
them onboard, and they set
a very good example for the
community,” environmental
education coordinator Kathie
Herrick said.
According to the township’s

Gosling

Three years ago, four Copperwood Apartments residents
were sitting at a local cafe
discussing the lack of green initiatives at their complex. Today,
the group is an award-winning,
seven-member committee
credited with providing recycling services for all 300 units
in its community.
“[The program has] grown
a lot, and a lot more people
are interested in it,” said
Carolynn Moore, one of the
residents who introduced
the program. “At first, it was
really iffy, but now it’s just an
everyday thing here.”
Moore and the other
members of the recycling
committee worked with The
Woodlands Township Environmental Services Department, as well as apartment
management, to attract support for the pilot program.

Panther C
S.
re
e

By Hannah Zedaker

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

Copperwood Apartments pilots green initiative
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There’s now an easier way to get around west
and northwest Houston between I-10 and 59N.
Drive the Grand Parkway (SH 99) and see how
much time you can save.
Need a tag to pay tolls? Sign up and find maps
and rates at:

TxTag.org

Call 281.320.8886 for your FREE in home estimate or
submit online at AndersonRemodeling.com
Stop by our beautiful showroom Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

Family
Owned &
Operated, in
business for
34 years!

12346 Spring Cypress, Tomball, TX 77377 • andersonremodeling@sbcglobal.net
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bass fishing clubs

Area teams compete in Texas tournaments

T

he sport of bass fishing has gained a large
following nationwide
over the last several decades,
and The Woodlands is no
exception.
The Woodlands Bass Club
and several area high school
teams practice the sport in
hopes of cultivating the next
generation of anglers.

President Greg Joyce said.
“Even in a tournament, it’s not
me against you; it’s me against
the fish.”
Joyce developed an interest
in the sport after he became
paralyzed from the waist
down during his time in the
Air Force. He joined The
Woodlands Bass Club in
2004 and currently holds the
No. 1 spot in the yearlong
competition with a total
catch of 73.77 pounds.
Although competition is
part of the club, the main goals
of the members stay true to the
sport: to fish and have fun. The
Woodlands Bass Club is open

The Woodlands Bass Club
In 1985, a group of men
who enjoyed bass fishing
began taking monthly excursions to various lakes around
the state to practice a collective passion. Thirty years
later, The Woodlands Bass
Club continues this tradition “I just enjoy getting out
with 25 members.
and doing things and
The Woodlands Bass Club
introducing the sport
has monthly tournaments
to kids so they can
around the state during
grow it and have fun
which members compete with with it.”
each other while striving to
—Greg Joyce, President of The
hook the biggest bass.
Woodlands Bass Club
Each year starting in Januto both men and women of all
ary, the club begins its comages and skillsets.
petition season, which lasts
In addition to monthly
until December. The members
tournaments, club members
weigh their catch at the end
also participate in community
of each day of the tournaservice volunteering at both
ment before releasing the fish
The Woodlands Township’s
back into the water and add
and The Kiwanis Club of The
their weights up each month.
Woodlands’ annual Kid Fish
At the end of each year, the
events. Some of the members,
angler with the heaviest total
catch is named “Angler of the including Joyce, get involved
at the high school level by
Year” at their annual awards
serving as a boat captain for a
banquet.
pair of anglers, offering both a
“Primarily, [bass fishing]
boat and expertise.
just gives you the opportunity
“The two guys that I capto fish recreationally and get
tain for at The Woodlands
to be one with nature,” club

High School, they’re excellent
anglers with great technique,
and they’re ranked pretty
high at the high school level
as well,” Joyce said. “I just
enjoy getting out and doing
things and introducing the
sport to kids so they can grow
it and have fun with it.”
The Woodlands High
School Bass Fishing Team
The Woodlands High
School Bass Fishing Team is
just one of several area organizations that foster the sport
for the next generation.
Sponsored by Henry Burns,
the team began in 2011 with
15 members. In five years, it
has grown to 117 members
including seventh and eighth
graders from McCullough
Junior High School.
“You have the mainstream
sports that everybody knows,
but not every kid fits into
that,” Burns said. “Some kids
enjoy fishing and this gives
them a way to take their
passion and move it into a
competitive sport.”
The team competes in two
divisions. The inshore division
allows the junior high students
to compete against each other
in teams of two at tournaments hosted in large ponds
around The Woodlands area.
The high school team is
more competitive; it participates in four tournaments
throughout the year against
other teams in the Houston
division of the Texas High
School Bass Association. The

BASS FISHING TERMS
• Angler—One who fishes either fresh
or salt water.
• Boat captain—Owner of a bass
fishing boat who “captains” the boat
for high school anglers.
• Bass boat—High performance boats
(some capable of speeds
exceeding 70 mph) used in the sport
of bass fishing. They allow anglers to
move from spot to spot quickly.

• Vegetation—Typically found in
freshwater lakes, the term refers to
hydrilla, milfoil, hyacinth and lily pads.
• Fishing pattern—A recurring
method of locating and catching
bass—fishing docks, main lake points,
underwater humps, ridges and creek
channels, road beds, standing timber
or laydowns—fallen timber on the
shoreline into the water.

Photos courtesy Greg Jocyce

By Hannah Zedaker

Greg Joyce, The Woodlands Bass Club president, serves as boat captain for
TWHS Bass Fishing Team seniors Grant Davis and Connor Whisenant.

Members of The Woodlands Bass Club went to a tournament in Toledo Bend.

top 60 percent of anglers from
the regular season move on to
the regional competition, and
the top 50 percent of anglers
at regionals move on the state
competition at Toledo Bend.
First prize at the state
level is a $20,000 scholarship
applicable to any college or
university the student plans
to attend after high school.
This season TWHS bass
fishing team came in second
place in their division by only
one point behind Montgomery High School.
Grant Davis, a senior at
TWHS, is one of the founding
members of the school’s bass
fishing team and is one of
the team members for whom
Joyce serves as a boat captain.
“Fishing has been my
passion for several years,
and I wanted to take it to

the next level, and this was
done through the creation of
TWHS Bass Fishing Team,”
Davis said. “I greatly enjoy
teaching other people about
the sport of bass fishing and
introducing it to others in
hopes of instilling a passion
in someone else.”
Davis was recently named
TWHS Angler of The Year
as well as team MVP. After
graduation, he plans to attend
the University of Oklahoma
where he intends to be an
active member of the school’s
bass fishing team.
For more information
about The Woodlands Bass
Club, visit www.thewoodlandsbassclub.org. For more
information about The
Woodlands High School Bass
Fishing Team, visit
www.twhsbft.org.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE
• Bait—Artificial lures,
either hard plastic, metal
or soft plastic worms,
grubs, minnows, frogs,
etc. can all be used to
catch bass.
• “Good Stick”—An
angler who regularly
excels at finding and
catching bass is known

as a “Good Stick.”
• Electronics—Equipment that is mounted on
a bass boat that has high
tech capability. Some
examples include GPS,
sonar, side and down
imaging for locating bass
or structure underwater.
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Simone Biles

Champion gymnast prepares for Olympics
She has two brothers, Ronald II
and Adam, and a sister, Adria, who is
also involved in gymnastics.
“I just let her do her own thing
because she likes to be her own person,” Biles said of her younger sister.
Biles will spend the next few
months getting ready for the Olympic trials in July, with a qualifying
competition scheduled in Hartford,
Connecticut, in June. Along the way,
she will also make time to celebrate
events like Mother’s Day with a family crawfish boil.
Biles announced through her Twitter page in 2014 that she will attend
the University of California, Los
Angeles, after pursuing her Olympic
dream. She completed high school in
2015 through home schooling.
Biles has traveled to Belgium, Italy,
Canada, China, Scotland, The Netherlands, Germany and the United
States for competitions.
A typical training day entails getting to the gym around 9 a.m., taking
a lunch and rest break at noon, and
returning to the gym for two or three
hours in the afternoon for routines
and conditioning. Her weekly routine
includes about 32 hours of training.
Floor exercises are her favorite
routine because it allows a gymnast
to show off her own personality and
style, Biles said. She has won three
gold medals in floor exercises and
two in the balance beam.
The uneven bars are the area in
which she said she needs to make
some improvements before the Olympics this year, she said.
During competition, Biles said

Simone Biles has 14 world championship medals, more than any other U.S. female gymnast.

Gymnast facts
4 feet 8inches
Weight: 105 pounds
Height:

of training
32 hours
each week
Number of world
medals won
Number of world
gold medals won

14
10
Source: Simone Biles/Community Impact Newspaper

focus is the key.
“You just put your blinders on, and
you go on autopilot,” she said. “You
don’t want to overthink it.”
She said she has several good-luck
charms to bring with her when she
competes—a little statue of St. Sebastian, the patron saint of athletes, and
some turtle figurines, because one of

her mother’s pet names for her is her:
“little turtle.”
Her advice to other young people
pursuing a dream is make sure to
keep things fun.
“I would say to make sure you are
always having fun, because the more
fun you have, the more memories you
build along the way,” Biles said.

No season has to be ALLERGY SEASON!
M a ke t h i s s e a s o n y o u r l a s t !
h Forest
Researc

Dr. Anna George and Dr. Stephen Miles

Dr.
es
Pin

adults and children

Asthma and Immunology Center

N

Pinecroft Dr.

diagnosis and treatment for

AllSeasonsAllergy.com

Dr.

45

Specializing in allergy and asthma testing

Six
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t age 19, Spring resident
Simone Biles is already the
most-decorated American
female gymnast in the history of
World Artistic Gymnastic Championships. Her road to the 2016
Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro
began on a class field trip in Spring
when she was 6 years old.
Biles said she was captivated by
the sight of children tumbling across
the floor at Bannon’s Gymnastix on
Strack Road when a planned trip to
an oil ranch was rained out, and her
class was diverted to the gym for
indoor activities.
Thirteen years later, Biles has
14 world gymnastics medals—10
gold, two silver and two bronze. She
also is the first African-American
all-around world champion. Biles is
training this summer for the 2016
Summer Olympics in August with
her coach, Aimee Boorman, who has
been with her since those early days
at Bannon’s.
“She is like a second mom to me
because she has been with me for so
long,” Biles said.
Biles’ family owns World Champions Centre on Birnham Woods
Drive in Spring, and it is where she
trains now. The facility opened in
November and already has about 700
students and 15 instructors, she said.
The presence and support of her
parents, Nellie and Ronald Biles, have
been an important part of her development as a gymnast, she said.
“They’re just always supporting me
and making a lot of sacrifices,” Biles
said. “They always travel with me.”

Courtesy USA Gymnastics

By Vanessa Holt

Medical Plaza Dr.

9191 Pinecroft Dr Ste 290 | The Woodlands, TX 77380 | 281 - 363 - 3508
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CLARA STANLEY-PRESIDENT, THE VEGGIE LADY

Compiled by Shawn Arrajj, Beth Marshall and Hannah Zedaker

WHAT MAKES UP
A HEALTHY DIET?
I believe a healthy diet is made
up of fresh quality foods,
not processed foods. Local
produce and meats hold much
more nutritional value than the
supermarket counterparts.
The reason for this is simple.
As soon as fruits or vegetables
are picked, they begin to lose
their nutritional value. No
amount of processed foods
can take the place of an actual
fruit or vegetable.

The Woodlands offers residents various opportunities to stay in shape.
From healthy eateries and farmers markets to specialty fitness centers,
the possibilities for healthy diet and exercise routines are plentiful.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE
BEST VEGETABLES FOR
STAYING FIT?
Choosing vegetables that
are higher in nutritional value
are generally the best bet

e
d
i
u
G
6
201

for staying fit, but adding
vegetables of any kind is a
benefit. If you want more
information on nutritional
values of various fruits and
vegetables you can look up
aggregate nutrient density
index, or the ANDI index. This
is a scale that rates fruits
and vegetables on a scale of
1 to 1,000 based on nutrient
content.
WHAT ARE SOME CREATIVE
WAYS TO COOK AND EAT
VEGETABLES?
There are so many ways to
prepare vegetables but if
you are trying to incorporate
more into your family’s diet
without a big ruckus, I would
suggest roasting some new

Courtesy Clara Stanley

The Veggie Lady is a healthy foods market in The Woodlands focused on providing the freshest local
produce, dairy and beef that is available for its customers.

types of vegetables. I have
found that by roasting veggies,
even the most unpopular
vegetables like turnips and
Brussel sprouts turn into
family favorites. Roasting
browns the outside nicely and
concentrates and sweetens
the flavor of the vegetable on
the inside.

GET MOVING!
CLASSES/FITNESS ALTERNATIVES
PURE BARRE
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 110
The Woodlands
281-298-8997
www.purebarre.com
CROSSFIT TOWN CENTER
9391 Grogans Mill Road, Ste. B-8
The Woodlands
281-292-3053
www.crossfittowncenter.com
THE WOODLANDS YOGA STUDIO
25126 Grogans Park Drive
The Woodlands
936-446-9087
www.thewoodlandsyogastudio.com
BREATHE PILATES STUDIO
25236 Grogans Park Drive, The Woodlands
281-298-5277
www.breathepilatesstudio.net
TEXAS ACADEMY OF DANCE ARTS
26803 Hanna Road, Ste. 501
Oak Ridge North
832-663-5336
www.dancetada.com

9ROUND
3759 FM 1488, Ste. 475
The Woodlands
281-456-3396
www.9round.com
CICLOCORSE
8101 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 500
The Woodlands
832-848-1457
www.ciclocorse.com
FROG FITNESS (OPENING IN JULY)
2408 Timberloch Place, Ste. C6
The Woodlands
844-837-6443
www.thenextbigthinginfitness.com
GRACIE BARRA MIXED MARTIAL
ARTS
606 Rayford Road, Ste. A, Spring
281-298-3662
www.mmathewoodlands.com
JAZZERCISE AT THE WOODLANDS
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Lake Woodlands Drive,
The Woodlands
281-451-3844
www.thewoodlandsumc.org/jazzercise

THE POD
26447 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North
281-719-0816
www.podaquatics.com

FITNESS CLUBS
LEGENDS SPORTS COMPLEX
602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands
281-298-5700
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com
VILLASPORT FITNESS CLUB
4141 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands
832-585-0822
www.villasport.com/tw
GOOSE’S ACRE RUNNING CLUB
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 140
The Woodlands
281-466-1502
www.thegoosesacre.com/run-thewoodlands

THE WOODLANDS RUNNING CLUB
Locations vary
www.facebook.com/
groups/50051864120/
SHADOW BEND YMCA
6145 Shadow Bend Place
The Woodlands
281-369-4106
www.ymca.net
SOUTH MONTGOMERY COUNTY
FAMILY YMCA
8100 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands
281-367-9622
www.ymca.net
FITNESS CLUB 24
24525 Gosling Road, Ste. D
The Woodlands
281-516-7606
www.fitclubtwentyfour.com
WOODLANDS STRENGTH AND
CONDITIONING
22820 I-45 N., Ste. 4N, Spring
281-881-6538
www.woodlandsstrength.com
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HEALTHY LIVING TIPS
Limit sweets intake to

A daily brisk walk can help to improve health in more
ways than just one.

CALORIES
PER
DAY

4 CUPS
of coffee
each day

4

3

PREVENTS DEHYDRATION,
HEADACHES AND FATIGUE

PREVENT HEART DISEASE AND HIGH
BLOOD PRESSURE

MOISTENS TISSUE IN THE MOUTH,
EYES AND NOSE

STRENGTHEN BONES

REGULATES BODY TEMPERATURE

LIFT YOUR MOOD

SERVINGS OF
VEGETABLES
DAILY

IMPROVE YOUR BALANCE AND
COORDINATION

AND
at
least

Water is essential to good health. Nearly every major
system in the body is dependent on water.

MAINTAIN A HEALTHY WEIGHT
Drink NO
MORE than

Consume
at least

BENEFITS OF DRINKING WATER

SERVINGS
OF FRUIT

Limit sodium
intake to

1,500 MG DAILY

LUBRICATES JOINTS
LESSENS THE BURDEN OF KIDNEYS AND
LIVER

60% OFWATER

75

BENEFITS OF WALKING

HELPS DISSOLVE MINERALS AND
OTHER NUTRIENTS
HELPS PREVENT CONSTIPATION
CARRIES NUTRIENTS AND OXYGEN
TO CELLS

Break a

JANICE STEPP-OWNER AT GRACIE BARRA BRAZILIAN JIU JITSU AND MMA

Sweat

Instructors at Gracie Barra Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Mixed Martial Arts aim to teach their students selfdefense and self-confidence.
other and have become great
friends of mine: Chad Robichaux and Chris Mattarollo. I
may own it now, but without
my professors, Alex Morono
and Alex Gotay, and coaches
Raul Cepeda, Carlos Martinez,
and Joel Heinen, this place
would not run as efficiently as
it does.

WHAT FITNESS BENEFITS
DO EACH OF GRACIE BARRA’S PROGRAMS OFFER?
For kids, our [Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu] and kickboxing programs teach kids self-confidence, awareness, self
defense, discipline and gets
them moving while having
fun. For our adults, our BJJ
and kickboxing programs
include beginners to professional athletes. They are sure
to get a great workout every
time they walk through our
doors.
HOW DID THE BUSINESS
GET STARTED?
This gym was originally started
by a couple of guys who
are still very close to each

WHAT IS THE BEST ADVICE
YOU HAVE FOR BEGINNERS?
Try something new. It’s fun,
different, and you can only get
better learning new things to
benefit your health.
WHAT MAKES GRACIE
BARRA BRAZILIAN JIU
JITSU AND KICKBOXING

DIFFERENT FROM WORKING OUT AT A REGULAR
GYM?
This is a totally different
experience from all of your
other workouts. I’ve done other
methods to stay fit, such as
gymnastics, group sports,
cross training, CrossFit,
the traditional gym, you name
it. This is different not only
for your physical fitness but
also your mental health. Our
methods teach self-defense
and self-confidence. Everyone
in our gym is always willing to
help and answer questions.
Our doors are open to anyone
for free trial classes from as
young as 4 years old.

HEALTHY LIVING TIPS
Get 120 MINUTES of aerobic activity per
week to lower blood pressure
Perform at least

150
2

MINUTES OF
MODERATE
ACTIVITY

per week

7-8

Get
hours of
sleep per
day

STRENGTH TRAIN at least

times per week

KICK UP YOUR HEELS FOR THE NEW
ation---Together At

Inspection & Registr

Last!

TEXAS
TWO STEP
www.TwoStepsOneSticker.com
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Galveston

Day

Aside from the beach, visitors to Galveston can spend the
day dining on fresh seafood at one of the many locally owned
restaurants and window shopping along The Strand.

Courtesy Galveston CBB

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper
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The perfect place to pick up a souvenir before heading home,
Murdoch’s overlooks the Gulf of Mexico and carries gifts,
seashells and other items. Originally built in the late 1800s, Murdoch’s first served as a bath house offering bathing suit rentals
and showers to visitors. After rebuilding several times during the
1900s, Murdoch’s became a gift shop in the 1970s. It was last
rebuilt in 2008 after Hurricane Ike devastated Galveston.

The Spot overlooks the Gulf Coast waters, offering a casual
and entertaining family-friendly dining experience. Menu
options range from fresh seafood to hamburgers. The family
friendly restaurant is also connected to four other venues:
The Spot Tiki Bar, Sideyard, the Rum Shack and Squeeze,
which all offer adult beverages in a breezy setting.

MoodyMansion
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St.

Be Sure to Join Us For:

WEDNESDAYS ARE
PINT NIGHT:
$3 CRAFT PINTS
ALL Night*

www.berniesbackyard.com

2618 Broadway Avenue J,
Galveston
409-762-7668
www.moodymansion.org

St.

The Elissa sailing ship was built in 1877 in Aberdeen, Scotland,
and flaunts 19 sails. The ship stands 99 feet and 9 inches tall
and is still fully functional. General admission is $12 for adults,
$9 for children ages 6-18, and children age 5 and under are
admitted for free.

*Pint Night starts at 5 PM
and goes until close

22318 IH 45 North
Spring, TX 77373

.

.

There is no lack of quality seafood options on Galveston Island,
and this fine-dining restaurant offers fresh seafood cuisine with
Creole flair. All dishes are made in-house from Gaido family recipes. The restaurant is one of the oldest on the island, founded by
San Giacinto Gaido in 1911.

LIVE
MUSIC!
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3828 Seawall Blvd., Galveston
409-761-5500 • www.gaidos.com
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2100 Harborside Drive, Galveston
409-763-1877
www.facebook.com/1877elissa
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Hannah Zedaker/Community
Impact Newspaper

3204 Seawall Blvd., Galveston
409-621-5237
thespot.islandfamous.com
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Reopened in 2012, the Pleasure Pier pays homage to the city’s
history by serving as an amusement park with 16 rides, shops,
midway games and a Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. restaurant. Prior
to Hurricane Ike in 2008, the pier had been home to the Flagship
Hotel since the mid-1960s. It was constructed after the original
Pleasure Pier, which was built in the 1940s, was destroyed by
Hurricane Carla. The attraction is located adjacent to numerous
shops, restaurants and hotels along Seawall Boulevard as well.
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2215 Seawall Blvd., Galveston
409-762-7478
www.galveston.com/
murdochsbathhouse
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25th

27th

2501 Seawall Blvd., Galveston
409-766-4950
www.pleasurepier.com

TheSpot

Driving down Galveston’s streets, it is impossible to miss the
architecture and old homes that dot the island, and the Moody
Mansion is no exception. Daily self-guided audio tours are
offered inside the home, which was built in 1895 and was the
home of W.L. Moody and his family for several decades.

THIRSTY THURSDAY
SPECIALS:
$2.75 Select Pints
$4.50 Craft Pints
$5.50 Margarita Pints
$1.50 Extra Shot

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY
SUNDAY FUNDAY

HAPPY HOUR:
Tuesday - Friday
4 PM - 6 PM

GREAT FOOD, GOOD FUN,
A FAMILY DESTINATION
Tues. - Thurs.: 11 AM - 9 PM
Fri. & Sat.: 11 AM - 10 PM
Sunday: 12 PM - 8 PM
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1215 Hwy. 237 S., Round Top
979-249-5865 • www.junkgypsyblog.com
Junk Gypsy Company carries an abundance of T-shirts, mugs,
homegoods, jewelry and boots all with a custom gypsy flair.
Founded by Amie, Janie and Jolie Sikes, the family business has
gained much acclaim in the last decade through a TV show on
HGTV and designing items, including an Airstream trailer and tour
bus, for country artists Miranda Lambert and Dierks Bentley.

201 N. Live Oak St., Round Top
979-249-5840
www.henkelsquareroundtop.com

290

Located about a mile off Hwy. 290 in Burton, visitors to Saddlehorn Winery can partake in a wine tasting for $10 on the
way to or from Round Top. The tasting fee includes a sample
of six wines with more than a dozen from which to choose,
and winery staff provide details on each wine. Guests can
also sign up for the wine club, which includes complimentary
tastings, special events and semiannual shipments of wine.
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958 FM 1948 N., Burton
979-289-3858
www.saddlehornwinery.com
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Junk GypsyCompany
Marie Leonard/
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Patrons at Expressions Coffee & Art include visitors and locals
alike partaking in a variety of hot and iced brews with several
flavor options available.

Compiled by Marie Leonard, Abigail Loop,
Beth Marshall, Hannah Zedaker

Hartfield

111 W. Wantke St., Round Top
214-356-3280
www.facebook.com/
EspressionsTX/
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RoundTop

Although the small town of Round Top is known for the
biannual antiques fair it plays host to each spring and fall, the
town also serves as a quiet getaway for Houston residents.

Just a few steps away from the town square in Round Top sits
Henkel Square, a historic setting with several boutiques,
a restored chapel and the Henkel Hall Event Center, which can
serve as a wedding or event venue. The area also boasts views
of the surrounding countryside and serves as a fun spot to take
photos.

RoyersRoundTopCafe
Marie Leonard/Community Impact Newspaper

S.

Featuring a wide array of mediums and styles of artwork from
artists across the country, the Gallery at Round Top provides
a nice break from the Texas heat. The gallery’s salon show and
competition began in April, and visitors can see award-winning
international artwork on display at the gallery. The same owners
operate the adjacent store, Comforts, which also features custom artwork and decor. Visitors can also say hello to the owner’s
dog, who can often be found lounging around the shop.
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Vintage
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Junk Show Lake Conroe

sweetTvintagemarket@yahoo.com

Event
Center
19785 Hwy 105 Montgomery, TX
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105 Main St., Round Top
979-249-3611
www.royersroundtopcafe.com
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203 E. Austin St., Round Top
979-249-4119
www.thegalleryatroundtop.com
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TheGalleryatRoundTop

Sweet ‘n’ salty, strawberry rhubarb and junk berry pie are just
a few of the more than 10 pie options to choose from at this local
cafe where eating dessert first is encouraged. The menu also
features sandwich, salad and burger options along with other
entrees. The walls and porch of the cafe also offer patrons much
to look at as they wait for lunch to be prepared. A sign out front
teases, “If you’re in a hurry, go to Houston.”

Friday, June 17

9 am - 6 pm

Saturday, June 18
9 am - 5 pm

ADMISSION: $5.00 12 & Un

der

Enjoy
Live Music!
Food Tru

cks!

FREE
Ticket is good for both days ...
Come back and shop as much as you want!
Indoors!

Air
Conditioned!
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NHA’s
22nd Annual
Golf Tournament

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging
Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

Monday, September 26, 2016
The Woodlands Country Club
(100 Grand Fairway Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77381)

12 Noon Shotgun Start
10:30 a.m. Registration
Dinner to Follow
With Honorary Co-Chairs:

Judge Craig Doyal Commissioner R. Jack Cagle
Mountgomery County

Harris County, Pct. 4

For more information and to sponsor,
please visit www.north-houston.com
Contact Melissa Carter at 281-875-0660 x11
or Melissa.carter@north-houston.com
THANK YOU GOLF PARTNER!
GOLD PARTNER

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are
covered by insurance, and you could be back
to work as soon as the next day!

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings
June 15
June 22

FREE Screenings
June 14
June 21

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

LoneStarVeinCenter.com

Research Forest Dr.
.La Woo d lands
ke

Lake
Woodlands

45
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The
Woodlands
Mall

Market St.

Woodlands Parkway

A New Luxury Custom Home Community In Front Of The Woodlands
Homes from the $900’s
Minutes away from major hospitals in the Woodlands

Cokeberry St.
Nursery Rd.

sM
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www.honeycombridge.com

The Woodlands
Country Club

an
og
Gr

713-632-2957

Luis Esparza | luis.esparza@lvpre.com

D r.
N. Mill bend

Exxon
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Hughes Landing

nd

in

g

Bl

d.

La
La

ke

s
he

Cr.

H

ug

ont

Lake Woodlands
Dr.

Compiled by Hannah Zedaker and Abigail Loop

Spotlight

Spotlight

Macaron by Patisse

Willa specializes in trendy, affordable apparel
for women ages 15 to 50.
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 1350, The Woodlands
281-323-4688
www.willaboutique.com
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Thu.-Sat. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Sun. noon-6 p.m.

Sukaina Rajani and her brother,
Muhammed, opened their newest macaron boutique last fall in
Hughes Landing. It offers more
than 20 unique flavors of colorful
French macarons.
Rajani said the latest boutique
is the third Macaron by Patisse
location she and her brother have
opened. Their first location is in the
River Oaks community in Houston,
Macaron by Patisse has 20 macaron flavors
which opened in 2013.
for sale at its Woodlands location.
“The thing that sets us apart is that
we also have flavor in the shells of the
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 1775 The
Woodlands
macaron, not just in the filling,” she
832-974-1622
said. “They are all 50 calories, and
www.macaronbypatisse.com
almost all are gluten-free. We sell out
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat.at the shop almost every night.”
Sun., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Hannah Zedaker/Community Impact Newspaper

Willa Boutique
Willa, a Texas-based company,
was founded in 2007 on the idea that
mothers and daughters should be
able to shop for clothing in the same
store.
“What makes us unique is that we
sell only three of one item: one small,
one medium, one large,” Willa Boutique Manager Dana Marts said. “So
you’re going to buy a dress, and you
know five other girls are not going to
be wearing that same dress.”
The boutique carries everything
from special occasion dresses and
businesswear to blue jeans and Texas-themed jewelry. The boutique can
also hosts private shopping parties
for its customers at no charge.

Mill Rd.

Fr

Grogan’s

Hughes Landing is a newly developed mixed-use
center that is home to Restaurant Row, clothing
boutiques and beauty salons all nestled on the ground
level of One Lakes Edge apartments.

v

1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands

Photos by Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

CORRIDOR

Additional businesses in Hughes Landing
Broken Barrel (opening this fall)
Hughes Landing Blvd.,
The Woodlands

Escalante’s
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 100, The Woodlands
281-292-7800
www.escalantes.net

The Blue Fish
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 300, The Woodlands
281-292-3474
www.thebluefishsushi.com

Fogo de Chao
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 400, The Woodlands
281-298-4200
www.fogodechao.com

California Pizza Kitchen
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 200, The Woodlands
832-791-4900
www.cpk.com

Local Pour
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 350, The Woodlands
281-419-7687
www.localpourhouston.com

Cups
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 1700, The Woodlands
832-482-0173
www.cupsfrozenyogurt.com

Starbucks Coffee
1950 Hughes Landing, Ste. 600
The Woodlands
832-702-4812
www.starbucks.com

Restaurants

Del Frisco’s Grille
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 500, The Woodlands
281-465-0300
www.delfriscogrille.com

Truluck’s
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 600, The Woodlands
281-465-7000
www.trulucks.com

Services
Cadence Bank
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 200, The Woodlands
281-298-2150
www.cadencebank.com
Venetian Nail Spa
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 1100, The Woodlands
281-769-3869
www.venetiansalon.com
18/8 Fine Men’s Salon
2025 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 700, The Woodlands
281-393-0118
www.eighteeneight.com

Shopping
KB Kasuals
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 1175, The Woodlands
281-782-1006
www.kbkasuals.com
Kriser’s Natural Pet
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd.
The Woodlands

281-419-5992
www.krisers.com
Norton Ditto
2025 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 900, The Woodlands
281-367-0995
www.nortonditto.com
Pier 1 Imports
2025 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 100, The Woodlands
281-367-2195
www.pier1.com
Pure Barre
1950 Hughes Landing, Ste. 1600
The Woodlands
832-823-4750
www.purebarre.com
RIDE Indoor Cycling (coming soon)
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 1500, The Woodlands
www.ride-indoorcycling.com
Whole Foods Market
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd.
Ste. 100, The Woodlands
832-246-5600
www.wholefoodsmarket.com
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Large-scale commercial developers show renewed interest in Conroe area
CONROE Residential
growth throughout the Conroe area continues to attract
large-scale commercial and
mixed-use development

to the I-45 corridor.
Projects such as the
750,000-square-foot 336
Marketplace and the 115-acre
Conroe Waterfront Center

along I-45 are among several
major commercial tracts
of land under development
in Conroe. Once complete,
the projects are expected to

Mercantile maneuvers
In response to growing populations and residential development, commercial real estate
construction and land purchases have increased in recent years. Two projects, 336 Marketplace and the
Conroe Waterfront Center, are set to attract new business to Conroe.
Conroe Waterfront Center

3083

336 Marketplace

Retail • Dining • Hotel • Offices
Multifamily housing

Commercial • Dining • Entertainment

336
105
102-acre
commercial
property

750,000 square
feet of mixed retail
space

45

14-acre
shopping
center

75

336

Located within the 2,046acre Grand Central Park
development

115-acre
development

Two hotel tracts

Corporate
and medical
office space

Sources: Johnson Development Corp., NewQuest Commercial Real Estate/Community Impact Newspaper

include retail and dining
establishments as well as multifamily housing and hotel,
office and medical space.
“There has been a lag with
retail, especially in Conroe,”
local commercial real estate
broker Wade Nelson said.
“Retailers are basically playing
catch-up because there has
been a tremendous amount of
population growth here, and
now the retailers are scrambling to get caught back up
and taking premier sites.”
Select retailers at Grand
Central Park’s 336 Marketplace are expected to open in
spring 2017. Located at the
intersection of I-45 and South
Loop 336, the project will
include national retail,
dining and entertainment
establishments. Proposed
tenants include Kroger,
Gander Mountain, Ross,
Marshalls, Home Goods and
a Cinemark movie theater,
according to the site plan
created by developer Fidelis

Realty Partners.
Fidelis Realty Partners
could not confirm the tenants as of press time.
Once complete, Grand
Central Park will span 2,046
acres and is expected to
include Town Center on Deer
Lake, which will feature boutiques and restaurants, office
space and urban-style living
options. The town center will
also include a public marketplace for outdoor art shows,
water features and tree-lined
open space, according to
Johnson Development.
“In Town Center on Deer
Lake, visitors to Grand Central Park will find additional
first-floor retail along with
outdoor dining at bistros and
cafes,” Johnson Development
said in a statement. “Retail
and commercial space also
will be located on more than
2 miles of I-45 frontage and
in several interior locations
within the property.”
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

LAKE HOUSTON Generation Park—a 4,000-acre
project by McCord Development that could host
more than 150,000 employees at build-out—brings
an employment center to
the Lake Houston area.
Phase 1 of development,
which includes McCord’s
land west of Beltway 8, will
include a corporate anchor,
retail town center and two
community colleges. Phase
1’s retail and office elements
will be complete by mid-2017,
while a build-out date will
be determined by market
demand, said Ian Adler,
McCord Development’s
director of marketing.
The commercial

tends to recruit a lot of development around it. It brings
good white-collar professional
jobs into that area, and it
development is slated to
[creates an] area where resiinclude a variety of uses, such dents can work and live in the
as Class A office space, retail, suburbs at the same time.”
industrial, hospitality, higher
McCord is constructeducation and health science. ing retail, infrastructure
Introducing Generation
and office projects within
Park into an area often
Redemption Square, Generaconsidered as a bedroom
tion Park’s retail town center,
community could attract
which are expected to be
more development, said Bill
complete by mid-2017.
Gilmer, director of the InstiThe developer is also in
tute for Regional Forecasting the process of completing
at the University of Houston. $59 million in roadway and
“The location mostly
infrastructure projects in
strikes me as a great opporpreparation for the next
tunity to bring a lot of
round of construction, said
white-collar professionals
Bryan Ruth, senior director of
development-infrastructure
into that area,” said Gilmer,
for McCord.
who lives in Kingwood. “It
The development is
looks to me like much more
designed to capitalize on
of a corporate development
the underdeveloped retail
and a work site. And that

Courtesy McCord Development

Generation Park brings
employment center to area

Master-planned commercial development Generation Park could house
about 150,000 employees at build-out.

and office space markets
needed after rapid population
growth in the Lake Houston
area, Adler said. Generation

Park will have 40 million
square feet of office space at
build-out.
Full story by Chris Shelton
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Conroe expands city limits, tax base
through annual annexation program

Construction on Cy-Fair ISD’s 12th high school can be seen from the Grand Parkway. It is one of
many developments to break ground along the toll road’s new segments.

Developers targeting the Grand Parkway
CY-FAIR The opening of two new
Grand Parkway segments in the
Cypress area is bringing developers
to the far northwest, largely undeveloped parts of Harris County.
Construction is starting to take
off on a string of projects across
a variety of development types,
including residential, commercial,
office, health care and education.
Segments F-1 and F-2 of the
Grand Parkway opened to drivers
in February, connecting Hwy. 290
through Cypress to I-45 North.
Transportation officials are predicting the economic boost along the
new segments will follow a similar
pattern to the boost given to the
Katy area after Segment E opened in
December 2013.
“Over the next five to 10 years, I
would expect that you’re going to
see some changes, similar to what
has been observed in Katy,” said
David Gornet, executive director
of the Grand Parkway Association.
“You’re not necessarily going to

start seeing strip malls springing up
everywhere, but you can expect to
see more retail and office development to cater to the incoming
residential communities.”
The presidents of both the
Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of
Commerce and the Greater Tomball
Area Chamber of Commerce said
they expect the Grand Parkway to
be a game changer, and the total
economic value added to the region
is hard to measure.
“The opportunity for better
mobility will help businesses and
community members, and that
is exactly what the Grand Parkway was designed for,” said Leslie
Martone, president of the Cy-Fair
Houston Chamber of Commerce.
“Developments [such as] Bridgeland, Towne Lake and Cypress
Creek Lakes bring more people to
our growing community, and the
opportunity for better mobility is
what is needed.”
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

CONROE For at least nine consecutive years, the city of Conroe
has annexed parcels of land to
expand the city limits, its property
and sales tax bases, and position
itself in areas of future growth.
The future of Conroe annexation
has been a hot-button issue during
the city’s mayoral and City Council
election in May. However, with the
mayoral and Place 1 races headed to
runoffs on June 25, discussions about
annexations have been placed on hold.
Since 2007, the city has annexed communities, such as April Sound, CrightonzRidge, Grand Central Park, Piney
Shores and White Oak Manor as well as
the Girl Scouts camp in north Conroe.
“There [are] many factors that drive
annexation,” said Nancy Mikeska,
assistant director of community
development for the city of Conroe.
“Economic benefit and growth are

always at the top of the list. We also
look at future growth, things that we
know that are coming but the public
might not know about.”
While annexations benefit the city,
some residents in communities like
April Sound oppose forced annexations conducted by the city in recent
years. The city faces an ongoing lawsuit filed in April 2015 by 95 annexed
residents hoping to nullify its 2013
and 2014 annexations.
Conroe is classified as a home
rule city, meaning it is allowed to conduct involuntary annexations within
the bounds of Texas law. According to
city documents, the city of Conroe has
conducted annual annexations since
at least 2007 and added about 18.5
square miles to its city limits from its
extraterritorial jurisdiction—land that
can be annexed into city limits.
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

PUSHING THE LIMITS
The city of Conroe has conducted annual
annexations in recent years. Annexed areas include
residential and commercial tracts of land as well as
areas where future development is anticipated.

GRAND
CENTRAL
PARK

APRIL SOUND

336

105

45

Lake
Conroe

1,295
acres

Annexed
in 2014

1,760
acres

Annexed
in 2013

Source: city of Conroe/Community Impact Newspaper

DINING FEATURE

J. Christopher’s
Pizza-Pasta

The fettuccine Alfredo dish ($13.79) is a
popular item at J. Christopher’s Pizza-Pasta.

KINGWOOD J. Christopher’s
Pizza-Pasta has seen some of its
current customers go from celebrating adolescent birthdays to
hosting a wedding rehearsal.
The restaurant has been a Kingwood staple since it opened 36 years
ago when there were few food options
in the area, co-owner Mike Swift said.
“This is a Kingwood tradition,” Swift

said. “This is part of what the community is about.”
Now Swift and his wife, Adriana, are
looking to revitalize J. Christopher’s for
new generations of Kingwood residents.
This summer, the Swifts plan to renovate the pizza eatery’s interior, which
has not been updated in a decade, and
add several new items to the wine and
food menus, he said.
The couple will also continue to
grow the catering wing of the business
they opened a year ago. After booking only two catering jobs in their

first month last May, J. Christopher’s
catered 12 events in May, Swift said.
Full story by Chris Shelton

Northpark Dr.
Woodland Hills Dr.

2245 Northpark Drive, Kingwood
281-358-6601
www.jchristopherspizzapasta.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
closed Sundays
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what has been classified as a
100-year flood—a rainfall event
that has a 1 percent chance of
occurring in any given year.
In some areas of the county,
as much as 16 inches of rain
fell in 12 hours, classifying the
episode as a 500-year event.
County Judge Craig Doyal
signed a disaster declaration for
Montgomery County on May
27 for the second time in two
months.
“To have the kind of rain

Flood

Continued from | 1

Historic rainfall saturated
Southeast Texas between
May 26-28, resulting in
600 homes in Montgomery
County sustaining major flood
damage, 150 roads submerged
underwater and 400 high
water rescues.
Five-16 inches of rain fell in
Montgomery County during

that we had back in April
is always surprising,” Doyal
said. “But to immediately turn
around within 30 days and see
the same type of event again is
almost unbelievable. I’ve never
seen this much rain back to
back, and I’ve lived my whole
life [in Montgomery County].”
This 1 percent rainfall event
follows a similar flood that
took place April 17-24, during
which 5-15 inches of rain fell in
Montgomery County. During

HISTORIC FLOOD
Various preserves along Spring Creek serve as a buffer for floodwater in south Montgomery County during heavy rainfall events.
These areas are preserved and protected by the Bayou Land Conservancy and other partners from future development.

that time, 600 homes were left
with floodwater damage and
50 homeowners applied for the
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s voluntary buyout program, according to the
Montgomery County Office of
Emergency Management.
In response to the rainfall
events, The Woodlands Joint
Powers Agency is conducting
a drainage study in pursuit of
possible improvement projects. Rapid development is a
big factor in increased flooding and because Montgomery
County is still being built out,
low impact development could
mitigate some of these issues.
During both instances, the
Timber Lakes/Timber Ridge
subdivision, located just south
of The Woodlands, was one
of the most affected suburban
areas in the county, 22 percent

PRESERVED AREAS ALONG SPRING CREEK
Bayou Land Conservancy preserves: These land parcels are
protected by the BLC with either land reserved for conservation
purposes or owned outright by the BLC.
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public or private entity that is earmarked for conservation but not
protected with land used for conservation purposes.
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PARK AND TRAIL RESTORATION WORKDAY SCHEDULE:

JULY 19
AUG. 9

el R

1118 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands
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Spring Creek Greenway
Nature Center
d.

George Mitchell Nature
Preserve

i le
yF

Pruitt Rd.

The Bayou Land Conservancy and Montgomery County Precinct 3 are in need of volunteers to help restore trails that were damaged by the April floods. In addition to outdoor volunteers, indoor volunteers are also needed to help answer phones at the respective Nature Centers on July 16 and Aug. 13. Workdays will take
place each day from 9 a.m.-noon. To sign up, email rosemaryrhodes@rocketmail.com.

R

Spring Cr

eek

1300 Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring

JUNE 25
JUNE 29
JULY 16

JULY 28
AUG. 13

of which is located within
a flood plain. According to
county officials, the flooding
in May caused more damage to
Montgomery County than the
April flooding, wreaking havoc
in the southern and western
areas of the county, such as The
Woodlands and Magnolia.
“Timber Lakes/Timber Ridge
was built before [the National
Flood Insurance Program] was
enacted,” TWJPA General Manager Jim Stinson said. “So those
homes flood more often and
more severely during major rain
events because many of those
homes were actually built below
the 100-year flood level.”
The floods also damaged
the Spring Creek Greenway,
which Montgomery County
Precinct 3 and Bayou Land
Conservancy volunteers will
be working to restore over the
next several months.
Addressing the problem
The Woodlands’ existing
drainage system is composed
of flood plain areas surrounding natural bodies of water, an
underground storm sewer system, and manmade detention
ponds and drainage ditches.
This system is designed to
accommodate a rainfall intensity of about 1 inch per hour,
Stinson said.
“Anytime you have rainfall
coming down at an intensity
greater than 1 inch per hour,
the pipes are going to get full,
and you will observe ponding
in the roadways,” Stinson said.
“The ponding in the roadway
is intended to happen. The goal
is to keep that stormwater contained in the roadway, but for
it not to go into single-family
homes and other structures.”
After Tropical Storm Allison flooded the Greater Houston area in 2001, Stinson said
Montgomery County officials
conducted a detailed analysis
of the flooded areas and made
adjustments to the storm drainage system in an effort to provide relief.
“We are looking at that again
from the storm of April 18,”
Stinson said. “We have a team
of engineers and surveyors that
are out in the community taking
elevations and reviewing data
to see if any adjustments can
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be made at a reasonable cost to
improve the drainage system.”
According to Doyal, two
of the biggest barriers in the
county’s ability to address
these issues is a lack of funding
and a lack of jurisdiction.
“We don’t have a flood control
district,” Doyal said. “We’ve got
a couple of drainage districts in
south [Montgomery County],
but in the past when we’ve tried
to create a flood control district, it just didn’t gain traction
because people who don’t flood
don’t want another taxing entity
to accommodate flooding.
We’re seeing more and more
people starting to flood though,
so it may be something we need
to revisit.”
As it stands, developers in
Montgomery County must
design roads to accommodate

10-year flood events to meet
the
county
requirement,
according to Doyal. The state
requires roads to accommodate for 25-year flood events.
“It is vitally important to
adhere to these requirements
to lessen the impact of devastation that occurs when we
experience a major flooding
event,” County Engineer Mark
Mooney said. “These types of
storms are dangerous, requiring rescue operations, emergency personnel and many
months of cleanup, affecting
all those in the pathway as
well as proving to be extremely
costly for residents and governmental agencies.”
Doyal said after the flooding
in April and May, he believes
more people will be interested
in the possible formation of a
flood control district, and
that it could be an item
voters can decide on in a
future election. A Flood
Control District would
give the county both
the funding and the
jurisdiction to better address flooding
issues.

“[DEVELOPMENT]
CERTAINLY HAS TO
HAVE AN IMPACT
[ON FLOODING]”
—Craig Doyal, Montgomery
County Judge

“It would require some kind
of referendum,” Doyal said.
“A few years ago, there was an
attempt to create a flood control
district, but it just got hammered
in the referendum. I know now
that certainly a lot more people
would be paying attention to it,
but I think we’ll still get some of
the same pushback.”
In addition to improvements to the existing drainage
system, Montgomery County
is also looking into an early
warning system to let citizens
know when and where they
can expect flooding.

ramifications when areas are
drenched with heavy rainfall.
“[Development] certainly
has to have an impact [on
flooding],” Doyal said. “Anytime you put more asphalt,
in terms of streets, and more
rooftops covering up that
impermeable area, it’s going
to change the way that water
flows. It’s going to change the
amount of water that doesn’t
penetrate into the ground and
has to run off somewhere.”
In an effort to combat this
additional concrete and infrastructure, H-GAC released the
study, “Designing for Impact: A
Regional Guide to Low Impact
Development” in May, for the
benefit of developers and local
governments in the region that
can implement its principles in
future project planning.
“The idea of [low impact
development] is to really utilize
natural systems when possible,
or mimic them to hold and clean
stormwater when designing new
development projects,” Taebel
said.
Although it was not called
low impact development in the
1970s when The Woodlands

Future development
According to Jeff Taebel,
director of community and
environmental planning for
the Houston-Galveston Area
Council, the Greater Houston
area is projected to grow by an
additional 3.5 million residents
by the year 2040. With that
growth comes more development and urbanization. Montgomery County’s population,
specifically, is projected to double and reach 1 million by 2030.
Taebel said concrete and
infrastructure have serious

FLOOD CLASSIFICATION TABLE:

Rainfall events are classified as 50- or 100-year floods based on the amount of rain that falls in a certain timeframe, in a
particular area. During May 26-28, between 5-16 inches of rain fell in The Woodlands classifying as a 500-year event.

RAINFALL FREQUENCY (INCHES OF RAIN)
DURATION

5
minutes

10
minutes

15
minutes

30
minutes

60
minutes

2
hours

3
hours

6
hours

12
hours

24
hours

50-YEAR
EVENT

0.83

1.43

1.84

2.95

4.09

5.38

6

7.35

9.15

10.55

100-YEAR
EVENT

0.89

1.55

2

3.23

4.48

5.88

6.7

8.32

10.31

12.17

was being built, Taebel said the
master-planned community
implements a lot of the same
principles and sets a good precedent for the rest of Montgomery County.
“There are some good
projects in The Woodlands
already,” Taebel said. “I think
Montgomery County is really
fortunate to have that tradition of designing with nature
already and having one of the
leaders in the region and in the
nation with The Woodlands. I
would say the county is pretty
well-positioned to take advantage of [low-impact development] especially with all the
growth that’s coming.”
Stephanie Prosser, interim
executive director of the Bayou
Land Conservancy, said incorporating natural environments into
developments can not only aid
in keeping developments from
flooding, but they can also serve
as an amenity to the community.
“We want to use the Spring
Creek Greenway kind of as an
example of a successful collaborative effort of organizations,”
Prosser said.
Gov. Greg Abbott issued a
disaster declaration June 1 covering Montgomery County in
response to the May flood. If
the federal government does the
same, FEMA will be able to start
responding to aid requests.
“We’re going to make every
effort we can to get funding to
help people get back on their
feet,” Doyal said.
Find related stories at
communityimpact.com.
Keyword Search
Montgomery County flood

Sources:Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!

281-367-7770

The Woodlands & Spring
THE #1 Top Producing
Office in Texas .

TheWoodlands-Spring.com
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A Lifestyle You Want with
the Value You Deserve

People Are Talking!

Come See What All the Hype is About
at The Woodlands’ Sexiest Community
Mind, Body, Strength Program n Full-service Salon and Spa
Taste Restaurant n Art Studio n State-of-the-Art Technology
120 Vision Park Drive | Shenandoah, TX 77384
281.882.3855 | AvantiVisionPark.com

Last Opportunity to

SAVE $13,000!

TIME IS RUNNING OUT. SUITES ARE GOING FAST!

Call 281 882 3855 or
Email hellovisionpark@avanti-sl.com today!

Avanti_VP_1/4pg_Ad.indd 1

5/31/16 12:30 PM

we all want to
end cancer.
Jessica, Carol and Evan
FivePoint Credit Union Associates

GET A

LOAN RATE

DISCOUNT

2%
up to

Federally Insured by NCUA

*

Get a loan. Help save a life.
When you get a loan from FivePoint Credit Union,
you can join us in the fight against cancer and
we’ll contribute 1%* of every loan we make
to the American Cancer Society.
Because together, we can make a
big impact for hope.

Visit MoneyForLoans.org

for more details.

*$500 maximum donation. Excludes credit cards and lines of credit. Rate discount does not apply to mortgages.
Normal credit rating criteria apply. Promotion dates May 2-July 30, 2016.
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Major race events

TheWoodlands

Eventname:

Township
event:

The Woodlands that require road closures.
There are nine major race events held annually in
l events to provide the board more criteria to
The township is developing a new plan for specia
future.
the
in
events
r
simila
g
denyin
use when approving or

Local
charity:

Lengthof
closure:

effecton
township
roads:

Neighborhoodeffect:

Economic
effect:

Month:

Area:

KidsRunningfor
Kids

February

TownCenter

2-3hours

Limited

Limited

Limited

TheWoodlands
Marathon

March

Communitywide

8hours

Very
significant

Very
significant

Significant

MuddyTrailsBash

April

CreeksidePark

2-3hours

Limited

Limited

Limited

CB&ITriThe
Woodlands

April/May

ResearchForest,
PantherCreek,
Cochran’sCrossing

3hours

Significant

Significant

Limited

MemorialHermann
TexasIronman

April/May

PantherCreek,
Grogan’sMill,Town
Center

12+hours

Very
significant

Very
significant

Very
significant

Memorial
Hermann10For
Texas

October

PantherCreek,
Cochran’sCrossing

3hours

Significant

Significant

Limited

RunforHope

October

TownCenter

2-3hours

Limited

Limited

Limited

TourDe
Woodlands

October

Communitywide

None

Significant

Significant

Limited

RunThroughThe
Woodlands

November

TownCenter

2-3hours

Limited

Limited

Limited

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

Special events
Continued from | 1

approval, review or denial of events that require road
closures, which is primarily nine major races in the
community.
Bruce Cunningham, 27-year resident and vice
president of the Grogan’s Mill Village Association,
said The Woodlands Marathon and the Memorial
Hermann Texas Ironman are the two race events that
cause the most disruption for residents.
“I think most residents still favor having the Ironman as a prestigious event but would like to see the
route changed and get much better information on
how the roads will be impacted,” he said. “If they did
a better job of communicating information—closures
by lane, if necessary—life would be made a whole lot
easier. So many people I know feel they are locked
down by the Ironman [race].”
Special events criteria
Last August, the township board of directors voted
to transfer the production of special events produced
by The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau to
the Parks and Recreation Department. Township staff
was then tasked with reviewing every event produced
in The Woodlands to determine if there was a need to
streamline, merge or adjust events.
There are four core markets for special events in
The Woodlands: community events, environmental
programs, live music and races/athletic events, the
latter of which cause the majority of road closures.
“There are nine large events that close lanes or
roads, and some of them have significant closures like
The Woodlands Marathon and Ironman,” Parks and
Recreation Director Chris Nunes said. “We want to
talk about what type of criteria is used to approve or
deny these events.”

There has been a slowdown in the number of
requests for races in The Woodlands, which is due to
a two-pronged factor, Nunes said.
“The requirements to host a race in the community are pretty stringent,” he said. “Before you even get
started, you incur thousands of dollars [in fees]. We’re
also starting to see a slowdown in the amount of runners, so it’s not as lucrative to throw out a race, especially with the threshold to get in.”
In lieu of race requests, the township has received
more requests for commercial events, Nunes said,
such as The Woodlands Margarita Festival and Texas
Throwdown Burger-Beer-Music Fest that were held
this spring.
In April, the township board voted to revise its special events policy so that commercial, for-profit events
will only be allowed at Town Green Park and three
sports complexes after resident complaints regarding
noise and temporary restrictions on entering community parks like Northshore.
Race events
Part of the drafted criteria includes questions
regarding the effect of races on township roads and if
the date or route could be changed to minimize effects
on residents, which township Director John McMullan said he believes the board should evaluate.
“They’re a part of what life is like in The Woodlands
today, but [the races] inconvenience a lot of people,”
he said. “We’ve always said, ‘They keep your taxes low,’
but I think before we take action, it would be good to
know what the true tax impact is.”
Two of the events—the Ironman and The Woodlands Marathon—have a significant effect on tax
income, township General Manager Don Norrell said.
In 2015, the Ironman race’s economic contribution
in The Woodlands was $15.9 million, according to the
township.

“The other events are more for activity in the community for our residents,” Norrell said. “They really don’t
generate additional activity in terms of room tax or
sales tax.”
Township Director Gordy Bunch said hosting
major events like the Ironman helps build the brand
of The Woodlands.
“It’s not just about the tax revenue that’s received
over those weekends,” he said. “The Ironman is a
world championship qualifying event, and it brings
prestige to the community.”
The township is working with Ironman on rerouting the bike portion of the triathlon south of The
Woodlands, Bunch said.
“One option we’re looking at involves taking the
bikes on to the Grand Parkway, which will eliminate
going through residential areas,” he said. “We’re also
looking at how the Spring Creek recreational corridor
is being developed.”
The nature corridor is about 40 miles long. When
completed, a lot of the longer distance events could
also be redirected there, Bunch said.
“We have options,” Bunch said. “I think the longer
distance events are starting to take more action to
alternative routes.”
Township Director Laura Fillault said residents
may modify their position on the issue if feedback is
given about why the Ironman is a prestigious event.
“It feels like there is a lot of patting on the head and
hearing, ‘The Ironman is good for us, just deal with
it,’” she said. “It would be good to demonstrate that in
a way with a little more communication. If we have a
community that’s invested in the outcome, it’s a little
easier to not leave your house all morning.”
Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com
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Real Estate Report
Local real estate news, trends, listings and data

73 ASK A REALTOR

74 REAL ESTATE UPDATES

Q&A with real estate experts

New homes available

77 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

79 COMMERCIAL DATA

81 COMMERCIAL LISTINGS

Nearby development, amenities

15%
Industrial
space, first quarter 2016

Local properties available for lease

76 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD
Spring Trails, 77386

The monthly real estate section features
news on local trends along with data and
listings for residential, multifamily and
commercial properties.
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WE’VE ASSEMBLED THE BEST BUILDERS IN THE BUSINESS.

Extraordinary forested living is now closer than ever. Presenting the Grand Central Park lineup of luxury homebuilders.
Renowned for their exceptional design, exquisite craftsmanship and tremendous quality, the builders in Grand Central Park
are sure to make your dream home come true.
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AUGUSTA PINES

6611 AUGUSTA PINES PKWY. E. | $1,150,000

THE WOODLANDS

THE WOODLANDS

158 GOLDEN SHADOW | $478,000

7 E. BELLMEADE PL. | $265,000

THE WOODLANDS

THE WOODLANDS

14 EMERY MILL PL. | $340,000

15 NEW LIGHT PL. | $569,900

THE WOODLANDS

114 CEZANNE WOODS | $455,000

THE WOODLANDS

15 SWEETDREAM PL. | $260,000

WILLOW GLEN

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.
Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.
Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

VINTAGE PARK 281.440.1221
n

THE WOODLANDS 936.447.9625
n

heritagetexas.com

®

®

20922 GLEN WILLOW | $725,000
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SAVE YOUR ENERGY:
TIPS ON LOWERING COSTS

Ask an electrician
Local electricians answer questions about trends and offer tips
to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or selling a home
in our around The Woodlands.

1

By Abigail Loop

Mike Myers
Abacus Plumbing, Air Conditioning & Electrical
What are the best ways to conserve
energy in your home?

Older homes are more susceptible to
energy inefficiencies and [homeowners]
should be more proactive about energy-saving upgrades than with some of the
newer homes, but the same rules apply
to everyone. Attics are one of the most
important considerations in energy efficiency. This is where a lot of energy transfer takes place and improperly insulated
attics can wreak havoc on energy bills,
especially in the summer here in Houston.
There have been a lot of improvements
over the years in attic insulation, and
replacing old insulation is a wise choice.
What are the most effective ways to cut
lighting costs?

Lighting equates to about 10 percent
of energy costs. About 10 to 15 percent of

the electricity, which traditional lightbulbs consume, converts into actual light.
New [compact fluorescent lightbulbs] can
reduce 75 percent of that energy versus
using traditional incandescent bulbs.

4
2

3

Where do the majority of energy costs
come from in a home?

Some of the key areas of the home
where homeowners may be wasting
energy comes from computers. Believe
it or not, electronics, such as computers,
that are left on all day can cost 21 cents
per day, or about $75 per year, in electricity costs. Also, single pane glass windows
can have one of the biggest impacts on
energy costs. Sealing these windows, or
better yet, replacing these older windows
with new energy-efficient windows, will
have a dramatic effect on energy savings
and home comfort.

1. Caulk and seal air leaks: Seal

3. Program your thermostat:

2. Hire an HVAC contractor:

4. Replace all lightbulbs: Replace

home leaks around plumbing
lines, electricity wires, recessed
lighting and windows.
Have a contractor look at the
ductwork in a house and get
an heating and air-conditioning
tuneup.

Save up to $180 per year by
programming a thermostat to
energy-saving settings.

lightbulbs with LEDs or CFLs. LEDs
are recommended since they tend
to have fewer issues than CFLs.
Using Energy Star-rated models
can also help save energy.

Source: HouseLogic/Community Impact Newspaper

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

WE ALSO OFFER:

Dog Boarding and Daycare,
Dog and Cat Grooming, Cat Boarding,
Horseback Riding Lessons and Parties
Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

10% OFF BOARDING
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

11105 Mahaffey
Tomball, TX 77375
832-884-6122
WillowCreekPets.com
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REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.
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Builders: Shea Homes
Square footage: 2,734-3,677
Price range: $519,000+
Amenities: nature trails, parks,

The Woodlands
Lake Wo

Dr.

242

D

F l i n t r i d ge

.
r k Dr

Imperial
Oaks
Blvd.

Br
an
ch

Cr
os
sin
g

College Pa

Ste
rling
Ridge Dr.

832-869-4020
www.sheahomes.community/
canopygreen

45

C r o s s ing

2978

st D

9 Canopy Green in Creekside Park

13

ns
hra
Coc

m
rra
Te

t D r.
on

Dr
.

R esearch F o r
e

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

Rayford R d

10 Braided Branch

1

832-559-8986
www.darlinghomes.com

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,940-3,770
Price range: $515,990-$617,990
Amenities: hiking and biking trails,

12

2

5

6

99

aquatic center, parks
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

Map not to scale

1 Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar,
Partners in Building, Ryland Homes,
Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School,
Oak Ridge High School

2 Harmony

3 The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217

Builder: Frankel Building Group
Square footage: 4,000-6,000
Home values: $1 million-$2.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails,
shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch
Elementary, Mitchell Intermediate
School, McCullough Junior High School,
The Woodlands High School)

4 Lakeside Cove
Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf

936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

course

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock

Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary

Communities, Darling Homes, Highland
Homes, Perry Homes, Taylor Morrison,
Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway,
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails,
Barefoot Park, The Thicket Recreation
Center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School and
Oak Ridge North High School)

School, Knox Junior High School,
Wilkerson Intermediate School, The
Woodlands College Park High School)

5 Preserve at Northampton

6 Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems,
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

7 Northgrove at Spring Creek
855-289-8565
www.northgrovetx.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, Toll
Brothers and Trendmaker Homes
Square footage: TBA
Home values: $370,000-$850,000
Amenities: NorthGrove Lodge amenity
center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD

playgrounds, walking trails

Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton
Elementary School, Krimmel Intermediate
School, Klein Oak High School)

Builders: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,160-4,390
Price range: $580,000+
Amenities: aquatic center, parks,
basketball and tennis courts

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary, Timber Creek Elementary
School, Tomball Junior High School,
Tomball High School)

12 Wright’s Landing
832-482-8801
www.gracepointhomes.com/springtexas-wrights-landing

Builders: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Price range: $240,000- $314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash
pad, open play area, dog park

Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

13 Del Webb-The Woodlands

281-251-4666

Builder: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool,

11 Jaded Oaks
281-651-1888

8 Wooded Overlook
281-516-0899

866-210-6878
www.delwebb.com

Builders: Toll Brothers, Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home values: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, swimming pools,

Builder: Del Webb
Square footage: 1,710-2,607
Price range: $273,990- $353,990
Amenities: clubhouse, walking trails,

George Mitchell Nature Preserve

tennis courts
Schools: Conroe ISD (Buckalew

75

The Woodlands Edition • June 2016
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14 Lago Woods
713-522-LAGO
www.lagowoods.com

School, Tomball High School)

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT
Harper Woods

16 Honeycomb RidgeTheWoodlands

Harper Woods is a 16-acre community in
Springwoods Village near the new
ExxonMobil campus and south of The
Woodlands. Residents of Harper Woods
have dining and shopping options at both
CityPlace in Springwoods Village and
Town Center in The Woodlands.

713-632-2957
www.honeycombridge.com

Builders: Cannon Custom Homes Inc.,
Jeff Paul Custom Homes, Matt Powers
Custom Homes & Renovations, T.D. Cox
Homes, Tommy Bailey Custom Homes
Square footage:4,800-5,900

Builder: First Stone Homes
Square footage: 4,300+
Price range: $900,000+
Amenities: shopping centers,

Price range: $1 million+
Amenities: clubhouse and pool,

Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary

shopping centers, Augusta Pines Golf
Club
Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School,
Klein Oak High School)

nature trails
School, Vogel Intermediate School,
Knox Junior High School, The
Woodlands College Park High School)

Home designs include operable exterior
shutters, antique brick, beaded porch
ceilings, reclaimed hardwood oak
floors in main living area and granite
countertops in the kitchen.

17 The Meadows at Imperial Oaks

Starting price range: $340,000-

www.themeadowsatimperialoaks.com

15 Coronet Ridge

biking trails, picnic areas

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High

Elementary School, Hildebrandt
Intermediate School, Twin Creeks Middle
School, Spring High School)
Anticipated completion: TBA

Unparalleled Luxury.
Unbelievable Locations.
Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!

th Dr.

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,500-5,528
Price range: $700,000+
Amenities: Golf course, hiking and

Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation
Homes
Square footage: 1,986-4,612
Price range: $200,000-$600,000
Amenities: resort-style swimming pool,
picnic tables, recreation center,
Tamarac Park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Tom Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School,
Oak Ridge High School)

$490,000

Square footage: 1,676-2,750
Schools: Spring ISD (Northgate Crossing
z wor
Hol

281-516-0899
www.tollbrothers.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, Coventry

Photos courtesy Harper Woods

Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate
School, The Woodlands High School)

45

99

Harper Woods
713-880-4663
www.sbbtexas.com/springwoods-villageharper-woods.html

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park

Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899
Coronet Ridge
New Model Home Now Open!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve

Located on the Grand Parkway. Conroe ISD
Sycamore Heights - Model Home Now Open!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Magnolia Ridge
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

2 Model Homes Now Open!
Gated Home Sites Available!
281-252-0022
Executive Collection
New Option Features Just Added!
From the upper $400s
Estate Collection
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide.
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The neighborhood of Spring Trails
is located off the Hardy Toll Road in
proximity to the Grand Parkway. It is 10
minutes from Old Town Spring and 15
minutes from The Woodlands Mall. The
master-planned community includes
single-family homes surrounded by
woods and nature.

Spring Trails, 77386

Recent listings

Square footage: 1,441-4,768

27230 Alexandra Springs Lane $299,900

2126 Tessie Cove Lane		

$300,000

Home values: $173,000-$345,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
Agent: Cynthia Ponton		
Private Label Realty

2,538 sq. ft.
281-217-6543

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
Agent: Renee Buckhoff 		
RE/MAX Vintage

2,750 sq. ft.
281-639-5982

Montgomery County MUD 94	 0.8400
Conroe ISD		
1.2800

27207 Shauna Lane		

$324,900

Total (per $100 value)

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
3,348 sq. ft.
Agent: Cynthia Welsh		 281-460-2552
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors-The Woodlands

Amenities: parks, hiking and biking trails,
pool and playground
77384

Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway Elementary
School, York Junior High School, Oak Ridge
High School)

1488

Property taxes (in dollars):
Emergency Service District 8	
Montgomery County	
Montgomery County Hospital	
Lone Star College	

77382
77385

77381
45

77389

77386
77380

Market data provided by
Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

0.0900
0.4800
0.0700
0.1100

2.8700

Median
home value

Median price
per square foot

$256,000

Median annual
property taxes

$101.55

Homes on
the market*

$7,200

31

28342 Shining Creek Lane
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath		
Agent: Daniel Delk		
Central Metro Realty

Homes under
contract*

$345,000
2,629 sq. ft.
936-499-6912

Average days on
the market*

21

48

*As of 3/1/16

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data
Median price of homes sold

On the market (May 2016)

Price

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

77380

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389

$650,000

$149,999 or less

3/20

-

-

2/51

7/35

99/14

$600,000

$150,000–$199,999

8/44

5/41

-

1/59

12/36

43/37

13/45

$550,000

$200,000–$299,999

13/66

42/44

33/45

40/90

59/64

128/57

64/67

$300,000–$399,999

13/73

43/53

45/64

53/66

43/131

111/65

95/78

$400,000–$499,999

5/62

31/62

32/49

28/73

9/177

49/116

60/73

$500,000–$599,999

3/100

25/65

35/73

16/131

24/113

15/278

32/85

Price Range

77381

-43%

May 2015 vs.

77382

77384

77385

+2.8%

-10%

$400,000
$350,000

-14%

$300,000

23/76

26/60

45/71

29/138

31/109

43/111

41/92

$250,000

11/244

15/64

27/72

9/55

-

24/74

19/108

$200,000

$1 million +

42/164

20/89

60/129

3/136

2/82

11/57

71/116

-

+20%

!
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WEDGEWOOD

THE WOODLANDS

IMPERIAL OAKS

2525 Longmire | $850,000

8807 Van Allen | $510,000

3336 Starlight Hill Ct. | $320,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com
heritagetexas.com

77389

+5.5%

$450,000

$600,000–$799,999

77386

-5%

$500,000

$800,000–$999,999

May 2016

®
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LOCAL AMENITIES

NEARBY DEVELOPMENT
Old Town Spring

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX
Watermark at Harmony Apartments

Old Town Spring features some of the
following businesses located on Main Street
in Spring:

Pundt Park is a large park in Spring that
offers multiple fishing lakes, unpaved trails,
picnic tables and a dog park. The park also
features a primitive canoe launch and
a playground.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annie’s Metal & More
Cake Swirl
Camille’s
Glow Worm Used Books & Sundries
Just for the Birds
La Chic
Puffabelly’s Old Depot Restaurant
Scent Chips

Number of units: 308
Square footage: 663-1,434
Unit features*:
• Dishwasher
• Private patio/balcony
• Self-cleaning oven
• Alarm system
• Hardwood floors
• Washer and dryer in unit
Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.

yf
d

sc
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er

yC

.

ov

Rd

*All features vary by unit
**Call for most up-to-date prices

Ra

Spring Creek Greenway Nature Center
features miles of trails and a pavilion. The
center also offers educational and guided
nature walks, programs and projects for all
ages as well as volunteer opportunities. The
11,000-square-foot facility contains a nature
center, community center and the Sheriff’s
Patrol District II office. The site also contains
a trailhead to Peckinpaugh Preserve.

99

Di

Listed one-bedroom starting price range:
663 sq. ft.: $1,000**
703 sq. ft.: $1,050
759 sq. ft.: $1,100
Listed two-bedroom starting price range:
1,086 sq. ft.: $1,375
1,203 sq. ft.: $1,395
1,202 sq. ft.: $1,425
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,434 sq. ft.: $1,650

ree k

3530 Discover Creek Blvd., Spring
281-430-3600
www.watermarkatharmony.prospectportal.com
*As of 6/2/16

Three Hughes Landing

Spec Suites Available
at Hughes Landing

12-story Class A office building
Remarkable views of Lake Woodlands
321,000 rentable square feet
Conference room and fitness center
Concierge and loyalty program

1725 Hughes Landing Blvd.
13-story Class A office building
332,000 rentable square feet
100-seat conference center
Fitness center and delicatessen
Concierge and loyalty program

SAMPLE SPEC SUITE (1,682 RENTABLE SF)

TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Contact Jillian Fredericks for spec suite leasing opportunities at 713-830-2133 or Jillian.Fredericks@colliers.com.

16TWD_2265_HughesLanding_RealEstate_Ad_12.1837x5.5416.indd 1

3/2/16 5:46 PM
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The MEADOWS
at IMPERIAL OAKS

Reason #473
to fall in love with The Falls

Space to Roam,
Grow, and Prosper.
Tucked into the beautiful master-planned community of
Imperial Oaks are 400 acres of naturally wooded splendor – The
Meadows at Imperial Oaks. Greenbelts and waterways define
this community of 1,200 quality homes from highly regarded
builders. A recreation center overlooking a 17-acre lake features a
clubhouse, pool, splash pad, pavilion and playground – the perfect
The
Woodlands

R obinson R d.
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completes this distinctive community.

Al

just a few miles east of I-45 and five miles from ExxonMobil

Woodlands Pkwy.

I m p e r i a l O a k s B l vd

gathering spot for residents. Additionally, a convenient location

Hardy
Toll
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arkway
Grand P
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.

5 MODELS OPEn daily!

Homes from the $200s - $600s
TheMeadowsAtImperialOaks.com
*Pricing subject to change without notice.

Homes from the $200s - $600s
31220 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring, Texas 77386 832.813.7170

fallsatimperialoaks.com/love
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE INDUSTRIAL SPACE

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor
Houston, TX 77064
Houston | The Woodlands | College Station

The Woodlands Industrial Space | First Quarter 2016

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

Approximately 89 percent of industrial space in The Woodlands area remained occupied
during the first quarter of 2016 with more available space coming soon. There is one
new building, or approximately 11,800 square feet, of planned industrial space under
construction in The Woodlands area.

By the numbers

Vacancy rate
This chart shows the percentage of vacant industrial space in The Woodlands over a
five-year period.

116

10.6% Q1

12%

square feet of unoccupied space

4,385,441

10%

Total available %

465,691

Number of buildings
in inventory

14%

89.4%

occupancy rate

Under
construction

square feet of total office space

8%

11,875

6%

square feet

4%

129,016

2%

$8.60/sf

square feet leased

Average net rental rate

1

0

YEAR

building
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Rental rate

Square feet leased

This chart shows the change in average net rental rates per quarter for industrial space
in The Woodlands.
$9.57/sf Q1

This chart shows the change in industrial space leased per year in The Woodlands.
150,000

$10/sf

$9/sf
120,000

$7/sf

Total square feet

Rental rate NNN

$8/sf

$6/sf
$5/sf
$4/sf
$3/sf

90,000

60,000

36,446 sf Q1
30,000

$2/sf
0

$1/sf

YEAR

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

YEAR

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Source: Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data; includes industrial and flex class A and B buildings, existing or under construction with 10,000 SF or greater/Community Impact Newspaper

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

LOOKING FOR LAND?
Caldwellcos.com HAS IT ALL.
O F FI C E

n

INDUSTRIAL

With over 250 listings and unparalleled experience
and expertise, count on Caldwell to meet and exceed
all your commercial real estate needs.
070-447 June Community Impact Woodlands_MECH.indd 1

n

LAND

n

R E TA I L
4526 Research Forest Dr. #350
Woodlands, TX 77381
281.664.6644

6/1/16 5:18 PM
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126 Tranquil Path Drive
Presented by The Kink Team Keller Williams The Woodlands & Magnolia

In a class by itself, this one-of-a-kind, ultra private gated estate, is located in The Woodlands on
approximately 9 acres of strikingly manicured grounds.

Contact Diane Kink at Diane@TheKinkTeam.com or Candi Guilbeau at Candi@TheKinkTeam.com

126TRANQUILPATH.COM

281.364.4828 │ UberLuxeSales.com
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REAL ESTATE

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

Commercial properties

2978

Featured listings of active area properties

1488
45

Properties for lease

The Woodlands

*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings

19241 David Memorial Drive

2

4

4,800 sq. ft.		
$9/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Jeff Beard 		 281-367-2220, ext.102
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company

8,000 sq. ft.
$11.40/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: John A. Tatum		
281-367-5549
Agency: Greater Houston Commercial RE

1440 Lake Front Circle

25003 Pitkin Road

5
20,003 sq. ft.		 $18.50-$22/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Norman V. Munoz
713-830-2136
Agency: Colliers International

5

Gosling Rd.

Dr.
Lake
Robbins
Dr.

Rayford Rd

1 7 8
4

GRAND PARKWAY

99

6
45

Map not to scale

27309 Spectrum Way

27329 Spectrum Way

6
5,100 sq. ft.
$10.80/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Peggy Rougeou		
713-974-4292
Agency: Tarantino Properties, Inc.

Sh

2

Budde Rd.

l R d.

d.
rd R
Rayfo

3

Technology
Forest Blvd.
La k e W
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r.
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Landing
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26797 Hanna Road

New
Trails Dr.

.
Rd
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M
’s
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Gr

16753 Donwick Drive

r.

Sawdust Rd.

43,157 sq. ft.
		 $12-$14.50/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Greg Tilton 		
713-270-3386
Agency: Transwestern

D

e

g
rid
i nt

25,200 sq. ft.
$7.80/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Marc Drumwright		 713-464-6045, ext. 1
Agency: Southwest Realty Advisors
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2978
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Forest

27652 Commerce Oaks Drive

R es

7
10,000 sq. ft.		
Agent: Rebecca Gardaphe		
Agency: Pinecroft Realty LLC

$9/sq. ft. nnn*
713-515-2234

8
25,000 sq. ft.
$9/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Marc Drumwright		 713-464-6045, ext.1
Agency: Southwest Realty Advisors

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

SINGLE TENANT SALE/LEASEBACK

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tenant Representation
Office & Retail
Investment Properties
Land & Development
Medical
Industrial

14 01 Woodlands Park way, T he Woodlands, T X 7 73 8 0

281-723-0215
OJ Bobek
oj@bobekrealt ygroup.com
w w w.BobekRealt yGroup.com

27260 Oakridge Park Drive
The Woodlands, TX
8% Cap Rate • 2 Buildings on 8.6 acres
Great highway access to Interstate 45, The Grand Parkway, Hardy Toll road
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Stay social
all summer.
FIND US ON
FACEBOOK
& TWITTER
FOR THE LATEST
LOCAL NEWS

Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals
Automotive
Christian Brothers Automotive ............. 83

$

19
Dining

95

A/C
Inspec

Another Broken Egg Cafe..................... 90
Atsumi Asian Kitchen and Sushi Bar..... 88
Coffeeshop Company........................... 88
Crisp Wine Beer Eatery........................ 84
Freon
Fish & Camaron...................................
89 and dye ex
Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse................. 88
Expires
Hospitality USA....................................
90 8/30/15 CI
Kolache Factory................................... 84
Kona Grill ............................................ 87
Lama Cafe........................................... 86
Marble Slab Creamery......................... 86
Namaste Indian Restaurant.................. 84
Sitar Cuisine of India............................ 86
Theiss Farms Market........................... 87

Education

Expires 8/30/15 CI

JEI Learning Center............................. 87
Kid to Kid............................................. 85

Health & beauty

$

19

95

Fit For All............................................. 89
Modern Salon...................................... 90

A/C
Inspection

Home & garden
Primo Outdoor Living........................... 85

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Freon and dye extra if needed.

Professional services

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Cruz Air & Electric................................ 85
Integrity Comfort Solutions................... 85
Joe the Plumber.................................. 89
Pro Steem............................................ 89

Retail
Escovedo Consulting............................ 91
Expires 8/30/15 CI
Expires 8/30/15 CI

19
19

$$

95
95

Expires
Expires 8/30/15
1/15/16CICI
8/31/16

Freon and dye extra

Freon and dye extra if needed.
Expires 8/30/15
8/31/16
Expires
1/15/16CICI

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF
Expires 8/30/15
8/31/16CICI
Expires

A/C
AC Performance
Check
Inspection

Any Repair or Service of $75+
Any Repair or Service of $450+
Any Repair or Service of $750+
Expires 8/30/15
8/31/16CICI
Expires

ChristianBrothersHouston.com | Mon - Fri: 7am - 6pm | Sat & Sun: Closed
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MAS
TTEE
NNAA
M
S
Indian Restaurant
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road#115

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380
Spring, TX 77380
Behind
HEB
and
Sawdust
Rd.
Behind HEB
@@
I45I45
and
Sawdust
Rd.

281298
2985570
5570
281
– - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING
LUNCH BUFFETT

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm
($10.99)
NOW G
VIN
SER AND
R
BEE NE!
WI

2 FOR $20

Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.
Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be
presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other offer.
Expires 7/13/16

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm
Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm; Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

25% OFF
FREE Sausage &
Cheese Kolache Any Dozen Kolaches

Now Open at

1500 Research Forest Drive
at Six Pines! 281-419-5537

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

FREE
Espresso Drink

$10.00 OFF
A Party Tray

With any purchase.

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or
specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

Buy 3 Get 3
Buy 1 Sweet &
Get 1 Sweet FREE OR Buy 6 Get 6
Of equal or lesser value.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

Buy 3 Get 3
Buy 3 Get 3
OR Buy 6 Get 6 OR Buy 6 Get 6
KOLACHES FREE KOLACHES FREE

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe 127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands
936-539-2050

281-292-1133

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 7/10/16. WDL-92

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

Franchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today
Order gift cards online
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832-588-7733

25195 Melda Road,
The Woodlands 77380
www.primooutdoorliving.com
primo@primooutdoorliving.com

Arbors, Pergolas, and Gazebos • Outdoor Kitchens • Outdoor Fireplaces and
Fire Pits • Paver & Travertine Patios, Walkways, & Pool Decks • Pool Remodels

SMART PARENTS SHOP

KID TO KID
Earn cash or 20% more in store credit for outgrown items. Plus, shop the
best selection of spring clothes, baby gear and more at up to 80% off retail!
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With every purchase from Primo Outdoor Living, a portion of the
proceeds will go to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital
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r c ha s e

6/3
0/1
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Restrictions and limitations apply.

a $30 pu
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with the purchase of a Pergola or Arbor.

5
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Receive a FREE 40” LED 1080p HDTV

upon per family p
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ff er

67 7 7 WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB)
(281) 419.3339 • Franchise opportunities available

Think of it as a spare tire,
for your home!
When you need it, you’ll be glad it’s there.
SAVE MONEY!
HVAC Repairs

Heating

Healthy Air

Air Conditioning

GREAT FINANCING

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special
rebates, worry-free warranties.

Safety. Security. Comfort.
Call today for a free home visit!
1-844-Get-Cool
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com
License # TACLB49330E

CGC Generators

SERVING YOU SINCE 1982
281-446-1597
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SITAR
CUISINE OF INDIA
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

The most unique birthday
party in the Woodlands!

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

Field trips and birthday parties

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

10% OFF
birthday parties

$5 OFF

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table.

I-45 North

do
w

CONROE

Woodlands
Pkwy.

Valleywood

Rayford Sawdust

HOUSTON

next to
India Gourmet Spices

a

P l.
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Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils,
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.
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r
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WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

be

n
sli
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N
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d.

4747 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380
(281) 364-0200

(281) 362-9111

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Holly Hill Dr.

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381

45

R es e

a

rest Dr.
rch Fo

CHICAGO STYLE PIZZA • ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICHES • HOT DOGS

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm

Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama
Mediterranean Cuisine, located in The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere
in our new, larger and nicer location!
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.
Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from.
Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming effects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.
BEST
LAMB
CHOPS
IN TOWN!

Research Forest Dr.

Six Pines Dr
.

r.

281-651-5194 • www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

Hill D

Pick up or dine in only. Expires 7/13/16.

Holly

20% OFF

20% OFF
any entree!
Must present coupon. One coupon per
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm. Expires
7/13/16

$5 OFF

Rotisserie Chicken
Whole chicken order only.
Must present coupon. One coupon per
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm.
Expires 7/13/16

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381
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Theiss Farms Market
Give Dad what he really wants for Father’s Day! A home-cooked meal
with homegrown produce from Theiss Market!

Homegrown produce • Rustic Wood Decor
Homemade Canned Goods • Local honey

Just in time for Father’s Day… Homegrown Sweet Corn and
Tomatoes and Texas peaches! We also have many varieties of
homegrown squash and peppers, cucumbers, eggplant and green
beans. And don’t forget those fresh shelled peas!
hours of operation

Mon. - Sat.: 10 AM - 6:30 PM
Sun: 11 AM - 5 PM
Imperial Oaks Blvd.
45

Rayford Rd.

2008 Rayford Rd.
Spring, TX 77376
281-419-3276

20% off
produce
purchase only
expires 7/1/16

The Rayford location offers weekly
produce delivery. Visit tmfreshpick.com
for information.

Also visit our 2nd location at:
17045 Stuebner Airline, Spring, TX 77379

2008 Rayford Road, Spring, TX 77386 • 281-419-3276
theissfarmsmarket.com • tmfreshpick.com

Math
Problem
Solving Math
English
Reading & Writing
Call to schedule your child’s

FREE DIAGNOSTIC
EVALUATION

Visit our location to learn more!
The Woodlands West
8008 Ashlane Way, Suite #120, The Woodlands, TX 77382
(832) 663-6446, thewoodlandswest@jeilearning.com

by June
30th*

ENROLL NOW

and get the 2nd month free
*Limit 1 per student. Valid to new stude
nts at
participating centers only. Max. one subjec
t free for
students enrolling 2 or more subjects.
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FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM THAT
TRULY WORKS AND IS AFFORDABLE.
KICK METABOLISM
INTO HIGH GEAR

KERRY LOST 45.4 POUNDS AND
35.5 INCHES IN 25 WEEKS!

BEFORE

GIVE US A CALL!

Join us for
PICK TWO Lunch
Create your favorite combination!

AFTER

281.419.7222

WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND MAY BE COVERED BY YOUR INSURANCE.

• EAT NORMAL FOODS
• USE PATENTED FAT-BURNERS
AND BLOCKERS
• FDA-APPROVED APPETITE
SUPPRESSANT
• ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

$50 Off

Your choice of 1/2 sandwich and 1/2 salad or soup.
Served with chips, garlic fries or coleslaw for $10.00

INITIAL VISIT

19333 David Memorial Drive, Shenandoah
281.298.2800
johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com
Follow us:

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385

HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

A European Cafe

COFFEESHOP COMPANY
26817 1-45 NORTH, THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380
located next to Ditco Tile just south of
woodlands Pkwy. on the feeder

www.AtsumiUSA.com

|

(936) 242-0044
3335 College Park Dr. in The Woodlands

College Park Dr.

Monday through Sunday 11 am - 10 pm
U.S. HWY.

281-616-3944 • WWW.COFFEESHOPTHEWOODLANDS.COM

Best Asian Fusion in Town! Atsumi offers a unique dining experience
unlike anything else - come see for yourself!

Happy Hour 7 days a week all day

45

Not only is our coffee great, we also offer:
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • Beer & Wine • Fresh
Pastries • Tortilla Pizzas, Crepes & Soups • Unique
Hot & Cold Teas • Brew at the Table

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE
With purchase of 2 drinks. One coupon per table and cannot be combined with
other offers. Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 7/13/16

$10 OFF
Organic

House-made Lemonade

with this coupon. expires 7/13/16.

Buy any coffee drink, and get one
of equal or lesser value for free.

$50 OR MORE

One coupon per table and cannot be combined with other offers.
Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 7/13/16

With this coupon. expires 7/13/16.

DRAFT BEER - CHINESE FOOD - SUSHI
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Smart fresh Seafood

GROWING STRONGER—TOGETHER

• INDOOR Group Circuit and HIIT Sessions!
• One monthly rate - Attend as Many Sessions as You Like!

One of the best and healthiest seafood
restaurants in The Woodlands

WWW.FITFORALLINC.COM

CONTACT US 281-288-7697 • KAREN@FITFORALLINC.COM

15% OFF

KC EVENT CENTER • 2655 FM 1488 • CONROE, TX 77384

your order, up to $50!

2978
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One coupon per customer. Expires 7/13/16

9950 Woodlands Pkwy, Ste 450
The Woodlands, TX

HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Second location
opens mid June!

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and
Installations Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration
Systems • Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backﬂow
Preventers Installation • Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet
High Pressure Services • Sample Wells

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL SERVICES.

25219 Kuykendahl Plaza, Ste G150
The Woodlands, TX

C Y P R E SS 281-256-2239
H O USTO N 346-319-2029

fishandcamaron.com • (713) 389-5363

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, Katy, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY
PLUMBING SERVICES
CALL TODAY FOR
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured License #13044

FREE ESTIMATES!

FREE ESTIMATES!
A PROSTEEM Company

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER
HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

281.547.0220

A PROSTEEM Company

281.255.0024

Present this card for

20%
OFF
TILE CLEANING
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with
your purchase of $199 or more.

In plant
facility!

WANT TO CHANGE THE
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

20%
OFF
RUG CLEANING
Customer drop-off
in-store

BEFORE

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL
www. GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

Cash and check only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR • PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM-FIT RUG PAD
MOTH GUARD • PET ODOR REMOVAL • APPRAISAL
www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com
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MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL
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Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

BAKER STREET
PUB & GRILL

Patio

CALL TODAY FOR A
COMPLIMENTARY
CONSULTATION!

W. LAKE HOUSTON PKWY.

8

M

Season
is here!

OPENING IN JUNE

13176 WEST LAKE HOUSTON
PKWY., SUITE # 8
HOUSTON, TX 77044
832.876.0533
10490 Huffmeister Rd.
Houston, TX 77065
281.807.4247
9635 N. Houston Rosslyn Rd.
Houston, TX 77088
713.896.4247

HAPPY HOUR
M O N DAY– S AT U R DAY 2– 9 P M

15202 Mason Rd. #300
Cypress, TX 77433
832.653.5826

M O N DAY– S AT U R DAY 2– 9 P M
& ALL DAY SUNDAY

469 FM 1488
Conroe, TX 77384
936.273.4471
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New Daily ring
Specials featu
M O N DAY

$2 MARGARITA•$3 CORONA
$4 PATRON•$3 TACOS

T U E S DAY

$2.5 Shiner•Zeigenbock•Lonestar
$3 Titos•Deep Eddy•TX Whiskey
$2.5 PORK OR BEEF SLIDERS

W E D N E S DAY
$3 JACK FIRE•FIREBALL•SVEDKA
$3.25 BIG DOMESTIC BEER
$5 SRIRACHA BURGER
1/2 OFF BUFFALO WINGS

12/31/2016

25 Waterway
The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-362-7431

bakerstreetpub.com

91
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THE WOODLANDS

27820 145 North, Conroe, TX
www.woodlands@hccenter.com Hrs. 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

281.367.0420

OR

OVER 2,000
NEW TOYOTAS

OUR GOAL IS TO
SAVE EVERY BUYER

$2,000!

IN STOCK AT
FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

1

2 YEARS

**

NO COST
MAINTENANCE2

*

SummeR

OUR BIGGEST DISCOUNTS
ON THE BIGGEST TOYOTA
INVENTORY IN TEXAS!

VENT
SALES E
35 MPG HWY

OR
%

0 APR

NEW 2016 CAMRY LE

72

3

OV E R 3 00 T O C HO O S E !

MONTHS

OR
%

37 MPG HWY

0 APR

139
$99 /MO
$169 /MO
$

NEW 2016 COROLLA L AUTO

72

S E V E RAL T O C HO O S E !

MONTHS

31 MPG HWY

OR
%

0 APR

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE

60

S E V E RAL T O C HO O S E !

MONTHS

5

/MO

24 MO LEASE

24 MO LEASE

4

24 MO LEASE

NUMBER 1 FOR A REASON WE KNOW PRICE SELLS CARS!
NEW 2016 TUNDRA CREWMAX

SPECIAL EDITION SR5 5.7L V8

10,000
$199/MO

$

OR
%

0 APR

60

OFF MSRP

MONTHS

NEW 2016 TUNDRA DOUBLE CAB
4.6L SR V8 OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

NEW 2016 TACOMA ACCESS CAB

6

AUTO 4X2 SR
8

$

OR

1.9%
APR

24 MO LEASE

129/MO
24 MO LEASE

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE

7

PRICE MAKES US #1* | PRICE KEEPS US #1*
2016 CAMRYS

2016 COROLLA LE

2016 RAV4 LE

2016 TUNDRAS

$

$

$

$

18,777

PRE-OWNED

15,777

PRE-OWNED

21,777

PRE-OWNED

24,777

PRE-OWNED

2016 TACOMAS

20,777

PRE-OWNED

$

9

SHOP OVER 600 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
USED CAR HOTLINE 1-800-574-6047

Non-factory warranty. See dealer for complete details. Good only at participating dealers.

FREE CARFAX REPORT
NATIONWIDE LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY
GO TO FREDHAASTOYOTAWORLD.COM & CLICK PRE-OWNED!
FredHaasToyota.com
Open Sunday 10am-8pm | 713-358-4500
I-45 Just South Of The Grand Parkway!
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

2015
2014

*Claim based on Total Retail Sales volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. **Claim based on Total Dealer Stock volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. Vehicle Offers exclude tax, title, license, insurance & $150 dealer fee, with approved credit. Ends 6/30/16; Lease with 12,000 miles per year with $.15 per mile overage; early termination fees may
apply. Offers mutually exclusive. 2016 EPA Highway Estimates, actual mileage may vary; Offers mutually exclusive (1)Off MSRP provided by dealer (2) Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental US and Alaska. (3)$4,069 due at signing excluding
tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $139. $0 security; Model 2532, Stock 6137, MSRP $24,195, $23,026 Net Capitalized cost; $3,336 total monthly payments; $700 TFS Cash; Residual $15,727; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with approved credit (4)$3,446 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee
& 1st month’s payment of $99. $0 security; Model 1832, Stock 8242, MSRP $18,720, $18,456 Net Capitalized cost; $2,376 total monthly payments; $1,000 TFS Cash; Residual $12,917; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with Tier 1+ approved credit (5)$3,258 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of
$169. $0 security; Model 4430, Stock 3612, MSRP $25,310, $24,639 Net Capitalized cost; $4,056 total monthly payments; $500 TFS Cash; Residual $17,717; 0% APR with Tier 1+ approved credit based on $16.67 per $1,000 financed (6)Example Model 8363, Stock 2482, MSRP $79,982, Includes $1,000 TMS/GST Rebate, $1,500 TMS/GST Special Edition Rebate and
$7,500 Fred Haas Toyota Discount totaling $10,000 off MSRP; Sales Price of $69,982 (7)$4,948 due at signing excluding tax, title, license, $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $199. $0 Security; Model 8239, Stock 4461, MSRP $30,060, $28,009 Net Capitalized Cost; $4,776 total monthly payments; Residual $21,643; 0% APR available with approved credit
60 Months based on $16.67/$1,0000 financed only on New 2016 Tundra Special Edition Models (8)$129 per Month, 24 Month closed-end lease with $3,559 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $129. $0 security; Model 7162, Stock 9281, MSRP $22,545, $22,001 Initial Capitalized cost; $3,096 total monthly payments;
Residual $18,036; 1.9% APR with approved credit mutually exclusive (9) Prices reflect used units; Excludes tax, tag, title, license & $150 dealer fee; Example 2016 Used RAV4 LE Stock 5925; Example Price Point 2016 Used Tacoma Stock 7152 valid while supplies last; Example Price Point 2016 Used Tundra Stock 3257 valid while supplies last; Example 2016 Used Corolla
LE Stock 1225 valid while supplies last; Example 2016 Used Camry Stock 5234

THE WOODLANDS EDITION

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM • 713-358-4500 • OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM • FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM • 713-358-4500 • OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM

WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

