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AUGUST
The Woodlands Township approves funding for
a cultural arts feasibility study.

2015
IN THE WOODLANDS
The Woodlands is home to several visual and
performing arts organizations and nonprofits
in need of a permanent facility to host classes,
events and productions.

2016

JUNE
The township’s Economic Development Committee
looks over any submitted proposals and discuss the
next steps.

APRIL
The deadline for the request for
proposals is in late April.

Sources: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

Woodlands arts nonprofits experience growing pains
Township to consider next steps for proposed cultural arts facility later this year
The needs of arts organizations in The
Woodlands are growing as the community matures. Several local nonprofits,
including The Woodlands Art League
and The Woodlands Art Council, are
in need of a permanent space to host

Road bond projects set to move
forward in Montgomery County
Precincts prepare for engineering, construction
A number of projects are
progressing throughout Montgomery County as a result of
the $280 million road bond
that was passed in November.
The road bond was divided
between the county’s four
precincts and enables 54 road

FEBRUARY
The board approves the issuing of a request for
proposals for the cultural arts feasibility study.

OCTOBER
The board hears several presentations from
art groups across the county regarding a need
for a cultural arts center.

By Marie Leonard

By Abigail Loop

communityimpact.com/social

projects that are expected to
increase mobility for residents of the county and provide faster travel times.
“The goal is to get mobility
moving across the county,”
Montgomery County Judge
Craig Doyal said. “All of the

classes and workshops or house administrative space.
“The challenge has been to find classroom spaces for our teachers to offer
classes,” said Jill Behrens, The Woodlands Art League member. “We’ve been
able to put together a patchwork of

Overtime pay
threshold for salaried
workers could double
Department of Labor expected
to make a final ruling in July
By Lindsey Juarez, Beth Marshall and
Jesse Mendoza

The U.S. Department of Labor has proposed a new rule that
would extend overtime pay eligibility to nearly 5 million additional

See Bond projects | 70

See Overtime | 72

classes but not nearly the amount that
we could offer the community if we had
the space.”
In part to address these challenges,
the township’s board of directors allocated $250,000 in the 2015-16 fiscal year

See Arts | 68

OVERTIME
Effect of proposed rule
Designed by Aubrey Cade

THE SALARY THRESHOLD DETERMINES WHO QUALIFIES FOR OVERTIME PAY.

CURRENT THRESHOLD

$23,660

PROPOSED THRESHOLD

$50,440

PERCENTAGE OF FULL-TIME WORKERS MAKING LESS THAN $50,000 IN 2014

THE WOODLANDS

OAK RIDGE NORTH

SHENANDOAH

25.6%

35.1%

40.7%

Sources: U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Census Bureau/Community Impact Newspaper
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of The Woodlands
proudly sponsors

Johnny Mac Soldiers Fund
2015 Celebration of Excellence
recognizing The Woodlands 2015
Hometown Heroes
2016 Montgomery County
Go Red for Women Luncheon

Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands
March of Dimes
Memorial Hermann - In the Pink
Montgomery County Food Bank
Montgomery County Heart Ball

Texas Academy of Dance Arts
Caitlyn Cork
Texas Star Vocal Competition
The Haras Cup
The Woodlands 4th of July Parade

2016 Insperity Invitational

Montgomery County Meals-on-Wheels

AEM The Woodlands

Montgomery County Sheriff

American Cancer Society
(Couture for the Cause)

Montgomery County Women’s Center
Open Your Purse for Change

College Park High School Orchestra

New Danville - Tea on the Lawn

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council
First Look Reception
2016 Feature Artist Julia Gilmore

Cynthia Woods Pavilion
Live Nation Entertainment

Oak Ridge High School Football

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival

Oak Ridge High School Volleyball

The Woodlands Wine & Food Week
Throwdown TX Beer and Burger Fest

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center

Seeds of Faith
Leaping Butterfly Ministry

Habitat for Humanity

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Interfaith of The Woodlands

St. Jude - Red Carpet for Hope

Giving Goes Glam

The Woodlands Christian Academy
Golf Tournament

Wise Conference
Woodlands India Association (WIA)
Woodlands Rugby

“We consider ourselves servants and we feel a responsibility to give back to
the community. Yes, we are running a business, but our business is a gateway
to serve the community and give in ways other people can’t.”
Bob Milner, Owner

The Luxury of Convenience

(855) 516-2689 | www.MBOTW.com
16917 Interstate 45 South | The Woodlands, Texas 77385
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VOTED BEST

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
SERVICES FIRM
IN THE WOODLANDS

BACK-TO-BACK!
2015 and 2016

Over 20 Years of Exceptional Service Through Speed, Skill, and Stewardship
Named One of the Fastest Growing Companies in Houston by the Houston Business Journal

cypressbrook.com
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COMPLETE BREAST CARE,
NOW CLOSER TO HOME.
HOUSTON METHODIST BREAST CARE
CENTER AT THE WOODLANDS IS NOW OPEN.

Houston Methodist is bringing 3-D mammograms to The
Woodlands — so taking care of yourself just became more
convenient.
Houston Methodist Breast Care Center at The Woodlands
Medical Office Building 1
Suite 310
17183 Interstate 45 South
The Woodlands, TX 77385
Visit houstonmethodist.org/breast-care to schedule
your mammogram online or call 936.270.3600.

Mammogram Now Open (Commumity Impact 9.1837x11.25).indd 1

4/12/16 12:35 PM
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FROM THE EDITOR
A slow news day is
typically unwelcome by
most journalists. Thankfully, those days are hard
to come by in The Woodlands, and this issue is
proof of that as it is packed
with hyperlocal news.
The subject of incorporation has been a hot topic
this spring, spurred by
discussion and pushback
regarding Montgomery County’s Thoroughfare Plan.
Many newer residents may not know The Woodlands
is not an incorporated city and is instead a special-purpose district.
Our article on Page 40 attempts to explain that
concept along with the pros and cons of incorporation.
However, that decision will ultimately be left up to residents in a future election if The Woodlands Township’s
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Jim Pollard, jpollard@communityimpact.com
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Kathleen Sison, Carrie Taylor, Hannah Zedaker

Advertising
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES Alisa Bailey, Crystal Shaffer

board of directors places the issue on the ballot.
The past month has been an eventful one in our
community because of historic flooding conditions
that hit the Greater Houston area in mid-April. Our
heart goes out to those affected by flooding in south
Montgomery County and northern Harris County,
especially those in the Timber Ridge/Timber Lakes
community just south of The Woodlands. To find out
how you can help, contact local nonprofits Interfaith
of The Woodlands and the Montgomery County Food
Bank.
Until next month, see our website at
communityimpact.com/wdl for up-to-date transportation, education and development news.
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About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact
Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s
mission is to build communities of informed citizens and
thriving businesses through the collaboration of a passionate
team. Now, with 21 markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/
Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is distributed monthly to
more than 1.6 million homes and businesses.

Community Impact Newspaper
is proud to announce the launch
of its 21st paper and ninth
edition in the Houston Metro
area. The first Lake Houston/
Humble/Kingwood edition was
delivered to 85,245 residents
and businesses May 5. Our
staff is looking forward to
providing relevant, hyperlocal
content to these residents and
business owners. Community
Impact Newspaper now reaches
749,176 residents and
businesses in 18 cities and
communities in the Houston
Metro area.
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For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

© 2016 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.
No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed
without written permission from the publisher.

/fox26houston

Coming Soon!

We’re excited for Our Big Debut
Brand new state-of-the-art facility featuring

• Larger, more spacious and sparkling showroom
• Advanced service technology and interactive
showroom space
• Huge, new and improved service drive for convenient,
easy access
• Plush and well-appointed customer lounge

BMW of The Woodlands

17830 N Fwy Service Rd.
The Woodlands, TX 77384 • 877-742-1187
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Financial options for
every phase of your life

Whether you want to save for the future, secure a personal loan, utilize exclusive
online and telephone banking services, or enjoy the convenience of our ATMs
and many locations, we are here for you. Stop by to speak to a local banker,
or visit wellsfargo.com/appointments to make an appointment today.

wellsfargo.com
All loans are subject to application, credit qualification, and income verification.
© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (2522201_17911)

2522201_17911 9.1837x11.25 4c.indd 1

4/20/16 11:06 PM

8

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

IMPACTS
Honea Egypt Rd.

45

K uy

242

Shenandoah

Technology Forest Blvd.

Vision

lvd.

Park B

Lake
Wood
la n d s Dr.

14
5

Woo
d

lan

id
ntr
F li

Pk

wy
.

Tamina

David Memorial Dr.

Oak Ridge North

1

SEE PAGE 11
FOR IMPACTS
IN TOWN CENTER

Dr
.

enda

hl R

d.

ge

ds

Ta m i n a R d .

K uy k

Robinson Rd.

Richard Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

.

3

.

d.

o
Wo

ds

.
Rd

Dr.

Map not to scale

Rd.

Bl v

d
or

Spring

Rayford

yf
d.
Ra
Blv
un
				
xR
Fo

4

E lan

B irnham

Rd

e Dr.

ay

d

Ridg

.R
W

r
fo

Oak

2978

.
Rd
ill
M
’s
an
og

Gosling Rd.

Gr

19

Ri
ley
Fu
zz
el
Rd
.

6

Dr.

Rd .
Aldine Westfield

ken

da

sin
gD
r.
ros

Bra
nch
C

Ashlane Way

15

ingDr.

Ri dge Dr.

ark
College P

Fo

The Woodlands

ross

St
erl
ing

a rc h

r.
tD

r.
tD
on

13

hl R

d.

Res e

s
re

rr
Te

am

16

2

8

C
ans
c hr
Co

9

1488

I m p erial Oaks Blvd

17

18

d.
aR
Tamin

12

11 7

10

Hanna Rd.

Magnolia

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Now Open
1 Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites
Shenandoah opened April 26 at
19333 David Memorial Drive,
Shenandoah. The six-story hotel
houses 153 rooms and houses Iowabased restaurant Johnny’s Italian
Steakhouse. 281-298-2800.
www.holidayinn.com

2 VidaVino Wine Bar opened
April 23 at 469 FM 1488, Ste. 106,
The Woodlands. The wine bar offers
both a food and wine menu with
live music and karaoke nights also
featured at the bar. 936-224-6900.
www.vidavino1488.com
3 Moyz Street Food opened
May 1 at 25330 Richard Road, Spring.

Its menu features handcrafted
burgers, tacos and other items. Moyz
Street Food also offers catering in its
mobile food truck. 832-298-3843.
www.facebook.com/moyzstreetfood
4 Sammy’s Sports Grill opened
April 30 at 1027 Sawdust Road,
The Woodlands. The eatery offers
appetizers, soups and salads, burgers,

Buffalo wings, entrees and a kid’s
menu. 282-995-3599.
www.sammyssportsgrillandbar.com
5 Amazing Lash Studio opened
April 22 at 10700 Kuykendahl Road,
Ste. C, The Woodlands. The studio
provides eyelash extension services
with four lash styles from which to
choose. www.amazinglashstudio.com

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES
ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION
CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER
WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

Larry Harvey, CEO

Serving families and small
businesses since 1985.

Please contact us for our
second-opinion service.

1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.hfgwm.com • 832.585.0110
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Compiled by Abigail Loop and Beth Marshall

9 Owner Rick Cummings opened
Rick’s Barber Shop at 31325 FM
2978, Ste. 300, Magnolia, in midMarch. The business offers haircuts
for men as well as styling services,
straight-razor shaves and women’s
haircuts. 281-789-4173.
www.facebook.com/ricksbarbershoptx
10 Owner Loren Todd opened The
Dojo & Fit Club of Magnolia on
April 25 at 6128 FM 1488, Magnolia.
The club offers an after-school
program, which includes pickup from
area schools, homework time and
two martial arts training sessions
each week. Fitness kickboxing
and beginning and intermediate
taekwondo classes are also available
for participants as well as kumdo, or
Korean martial arts. 936-261-4020.
www.facebook.com/dojofitclubtexas

Coming Soon
13 The Republic Grille will open
a second location at the corner of
Woodlands Parkway and FM 2978
in The Woodlands at the end of
May. The restaurant offers food with
Texas and Southern influences, and
the menu offers an award-winning
chicken-fried steak. Founder Terry
McBurney opened the first Republic
Grille location in 2014 off West
Panther Creek Drive.
www.therepublicgrille.com
14 Yoga Pod will open June 1 at
6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste.
204, The Woodlands. The fitness
studio offers a variety of yoga and
barre classes for both beginners and
advanced students and also offers
hot yoga rooms for participants.
936-443-0971.
www.thewoodlands.
yogapodcommunity.com
15 JEI Learning Center The
Woodlands will open May 21 at
8008 Ashlane Way, Ste. 120, The
Woodlands. The learning center has

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

281-465-0700

www.woodlandsruggallery.com
Like us on facebook

17 Deacon Baldy’s Bar and Food
Trucks will open at the end of
August at 5447 FM 1488, Magnolia.
Four permanent food trucks and
two rotating trucks will be located
around the bar. The bar itself will be
an open-air patio concept that will
have approximately 40 beers on tap.
The bar will focus on Texas craft
beers and handcrafted cocktails.
936-520-0069.
www.deaconbaldys.com

2

Courtesy VidaVino Wine Bar

16 Texas Homeplate Baseball
Academy will open in May at 15222
I-45 S., Conroe. The academy will
offer indoor baseball or softball
batting cages and hitting tunnels
for teams and individuals as well as
lessons and camps for participants.
832-887-7881.
www.txhomeplatebaseball.com

News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

VidaVino Wine Bar opened April 23 at 469 FM
1488, Ste. 106, The Woodlands.

4

Courtesy Sammy’s Sports Grill

8 Master Clips opened a new
location April 1 at 5403 FM 1488,
Magnolia. The full-service salon
offers haircuts for men, women and
children as well as a variety
of hair care products for customers.
832-521-5553.
www.facebook.com/masterclips10

12 Los 3 Ranchitos opened its
third location in Magnolia at 9311
FM 1488, Ste. 10, Magnolia, in early
April. The eatery offers traditional
Mexican dishes, such as enchiladas,
chile rellenos, flautas and tacos and
also features a selection of domestic
and Mexican beer as well as flavored
margaritas. 346-703-2189.
www.los3ranchitosmexicangrill.com

a variety of programs for students,
which include math, English,
reading and writing and problemsolving math. 832-663-6446.
www.us.jei.com/

Sammy’s Sports Grill opened April 30 on
Sawdust Road.

Anniversaries
18 Anthology Lighting celebrates
its one-year anniversary in May at
32411 FM 2978, Ste. A, Magnolia. The
business offers fine lanterns, ceiling
fans, lantern posts, table lamps, floor
lamps and chandeliers. 281-298-5200.
www.anthologylighting.com
19 Gardenmania celebrated its
one-year anniversary in late March
at 27611 FM 2978, Magnolia. The
wholesale plant nursery carries
a variety of flowers, trees, shrubs
and soil for home gardening and
landscaping. 832-521-3433.
www.gardenmaniaus.com

COME VISIT US IN THE
PINECROFT CENTER!

13

Courtesy The Republic Grille

7 Spidersmart Learning Center
opened at 9420 College Park Drive,
The Woodlands, on April 30. The
learning center helps students
with reading and writing, math,
beginning reading, current events,
test preparation and subject tutoring.
936-224-5909. www.spidersmart.com

11 Fishburn Violin Shop opened
March 15 at 9420 College Park Drive,
The Woodlands. The shop provides
instrument rentals, repair and
replacement services as well as print
music and CDs. 936-447-9061.
www.fishburnviolin.com

The Republic Grille will open a new location
by the end of May in The Woodlands.

19
Gardenmania celebrated its one year anniversary in late March.

INVENTORY
REDUCTION
SALE

20-70% OFF

Courtesy Gardenmani

6 Edit Remodeling opened
April 7 at 61 Carlton Woods Drive,
The Woodlands. The business
provides clients with a custom home
remodeling experience. It also gives
clients full access to offered products
and displays. 281-616-3292.
www.editmyhome.com
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What if the simple things were
no longer second nature?

Most of us take the little things we do every day for granted,
until a neurological disorder makes them impossible. With
Montgomery County’s only DNV-certified Comprehensive
Stroke Center, the neurospecialists at the Neuroscience
Institute at CHI St. Luke’s Health The Woodlands Hospital
are using breakthrough research and a collaborative
approach to recover function that is lost due to a brain
tumor, stroke or ruptured brain aneurysm. Because
discovering more ways to give back to our patients
what matters most is second nature to us.
Discover more at ImagineBetterHealth.org

Neuroscience Institute
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Town Center

Now Open
1 Tiff’s Treats opened in April
at 1620 Research Forest Drive, Ste.
150, Shenandoah. The Austin-based
company sells cookies, brownies,
ice cream and drinks and also offers
delivery service to customers.
281-858-2940.
www.cookiedelivery.com

cryotherapy infrared sauna services,
provides relief for chronic pain issues
and promotes wellness.
281-771-5533. www.frostcryo.com

Coming Soon
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2 Kolache Factory opened in
April at 1500 Research Forest Drive,
Shenandoah. The eatery features
a variety of kolaches, including bacon
and cheese; jalapeno popper; sausage,
egg and cheese; and barbecue beef.
281-419-5537.
www.kolachefactory.com
3 Frost Cryo opened in March at
1500 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 235,
Shenandoah. The business offers

4 Two Goode Company concepts
are headed to The Woodlands and
will open in January 2017. Goode Co.
Barbecue and Goode Co. Kitchen &
Cantina will share a communal patio
space at Six Pines and Research Forest
drives in Shenandoah. Goode Co.
Barbecue is a Texas-style, family-run
barbecue restaurant and Goode Co.
Kitchen & Cantina is a full service,
grill-oriented Mexican food restaurant.
www.goodecompany.com
5 BioMetrix will open a new location
at 8845 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 100, The
Woodlands, in early July. The health
and wellness company offers hormone
replacement therapy, anti-aging
therapies, weight and nutritional
management, physical analysis, and
exercise and personal training services.
844-800-4450. www.biometrixlife.com

Anniversaries
6 KB Kasuals, a women’s
contemporary clothing boutique,
celebrated the one-year anniversary
of its location in The Woodlands at
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.,
Ste. 1175, at the beginning of May.
The boutique is privately owned by
a local resident and sells high-end
clothes and accessories for women.
281-782-1006. www.kbkasuals.com
7 Escalante’s Fine Tex Mex and
Tequila celebrates its one-year
anniversary at the end of May at
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 100,
The Woodlands. The restaurant is the
sixth Greater Houston area location
and offers made-from-scratch
Mexican food. 281-292-7800.
www.escalantes.net
8 Del Frisco’s Grille will celebrate
the one-year anniversary of its
second Greater Houston area
location at the end of May at 1900
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 500, The
Woodlands. The restaurant offers
modern American fare.
281-465-0300. delfriscosgrille.com

“Cancer, you don’t stand
a chance around here”
Sonia Byrd | Cancer Survivor
As the nation’s top cancer hospital, our patients have access to a
dedicated team of experts, leading-edge therapies – many only available
at MD Anderson – and a wide range of support services. Because, at
MD Anderson, our goal is to end your cancer. For good.
Appointments are available at an MD Anderson location near you.
Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Ranked number one in the
nation for cancer care by
U.S. News & World Report.
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L IVE

LIFE UNBRIDLED.

Seated on 1 – 7+ acre wooded estate homesites, complete with a sparkling 40-acre
lake, miles of trails, and a beautiful Lakehouse Lodge, Willowcreek Ranch offers
your ideal lifestyle in an idyllic setting. Come home to Northwest Houston’s premier
gated community!

GHBA Community of the Year
WillowcreekRanchTX.com
281-351-1900

068-196 WR CommImpactAd_May_MECH.indd 1

19744 Telge Road
Tomball, Texas 77377

4/14/16 2:10 PM
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Bakery sells custom-made cakes,
made-from-scratch cupcakes
By Abigail Loop

S

weet Revenge Bake Shoppe has
been giving customers the taste
of homemade baked goods in
unique and custom made designs
since opening nearly three years ago
on College Park Drive in The Woodlands.
Customer service manager Lindsay Ledford said the bakery has
enjoyed a great deal of success since
owner Megan Tiesman opened the
shop.
“We’re unique because we have no
rules here; it’s anything you want,”
Ledford said. “That’s what is so fun
about it, and you know that whatever
we do is going to be 110 percent.”
Ledford said the bakery offers a
variety of services—from baking
custom-made cakes to offering individual and sets of cupcakes to offering delivery and catering services for
special events.
“A lot of times, people who have

“We’re unique because we
have no rules here, it’s
anything you want.”
—Lindsey Ledford, customer service
manager

ordered here before are OK with saying it can be the artist’s choice and
just letting him design the cake,”
Ledford said. “People have called for
a buttermilk pie, and [our designer]
will pull out his grandmother’s old
recipe and make the pie. It’s a family
here.”
Ledford said the two cake designers who work at the bakery, Chris
Bullock and Bonnie Windmiller,
each bring a different perspective

to what they design.
“We have two awesome designers,
and the best thing is that they have
two great different streaks,” she said.
Ledford said besides cakes, menu
items include bars, cookies and
assorted baked goods, such as bread
pudding, cake balls and Louisiana
lush cake, which features different
cake layers and icings. Some of
the most popular cupcake flavors
include sweet and salty, red velvet,
Italian cream and German chocolate, she said.
“In some other shops, they just
use the same really sweet icing and
they add flavors to it,” Ledford said.
“Ours is different and less sweet.
We also feature new cupcake flavors
every day and I always put it on
Facebook to show people what we
have.”
Ledford said the bakery is also
involved with the community by
participating in annual events like
Taste of the Town. She hopes the
shop will expand one day to offer
more residents a chance to try the
unique baked goods from Sweet
Revenge.
“It’s fingers crossed for another
shop,” she said. “Now on the weekends, we are almost always fully
booked for custom cakes. If everyone could come get a bite in here,
they would then see what we are all
about.”
Customers interested in ordering
a custom-made cake or placing a
cookie or cupcake order for a birthday, wedding or corporate event can
call the bakery or leave an email
message on the Sweet Revenge Bake
Shoppe website.

Photos by Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Sweet Revenge
Bake Shoppe

The bakery makes cakes for all occasions, including birthdays, weddings and other special events.

A variety of cupcake flavors are available at
the bakery for $3.50 each.

Louisiana lush cake features different cake
layers and different icings.

Sweet Revenge Bake Shoppe has been open for nearly three years and offers a variety of
cupcakes, cakes and baked goods to customers in The Woodlands.

Popular signature cupcakes:
Individual cupcakes: $3.50 • A dozen cupcakes: $39

Sweet Revenge Bake Shoppe

45
242

3091 Hwy. 242, The Woodlands
936-231-8667
www.sweetrevengebakeshoppe.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m.-6 p.m.

• Carrot: spiced carrot cake with
pineapples, shredded coconut
and pecans topped with cream
cheese icing
• Chocolate chip cookie dough:
Vanilla cake filled with chocolate
chip cookie dough, covered in
chocolate chip cookie dough
swiss icing and garnished with a
homemade chocolate chip cookie

• German chocolate: German
chocolate cake topped with
shredded coconut pecan icing
• Hummingbird: spiced cake with
banana, walnuts and pineapples
topped with cream cheese icing
• Sweet and salty: vanilla cake
filled with caramel and sea salt,
iced with caramel swiss
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To provide pediatric emergency care
right in Charlie’s backyard.
When Charlie required emergency care, his family knew he
needed the specialized services only Texas Children’s Hospital
could provide. That meant driving more than 40 miles to Houston —
and that’s a long way when every second counts. Your gift to
the Promise Campaign will help support the construction of
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, bringing
dedicated pediatric emergency care to a growing community.

Make your promise. Donate today.

texaschildrens.org/promise

29421WCIN-013-110415

29421_TCH_Pomise_II_WOODLANDS_COMM_IMPACT_29421WCIN-013-110415_PROD.indd 1

11/4/15 4:19 PM
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Courtesy Woodlands Doggie Village

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper
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From left, Woodlands Doggie Village owners Kenny and Tati Dry stand outside their dog grooming
and boarding business with two of their employees, Ale Woods and Eric Chavoustie.

Play structures give dogs staying at Woodlands Doggie Village space to run around and get
exercise.

BUSINESS FEATURE

B

efore they became owners of
Woodlands Doggie Village in
2013, Tati and Kenny Dry both
worked high-stress jobs.
Tati, who worked in finance, and
Kenny, who worked in the construction industry, both came to realize
they wanted to do something with a
slower pace that was also rewarding,
Tati said.
“I had always loved working with
dogs and being around dogs,” she said.
“I just found it very therapeutic.”
Woodlands Doggie Village offers
boarding, grooming and daycare
for dogs of all sizes. On an average
day, 20-30 dogs will be at the facility.
During the summer, traffic increases
to 45-50 dogs, and during the holidays
the business can handle up to 60 dogs.
“We’re more like a family-owned
business,” Kenny said. “We’re small.
We’re not a franchise. We’re affordable, but we also cater to people [who]
don’t want to go to the big facilities
and just have their dog put in a cage
all day. Our dogs are out playing.”
The facility keeps large dogs apart
from small and medium-sized dogs
with corresponding indoor and outdoor play areas. The kennels are floor
to ceiling with plenty of floor space.
Inside, dogs can play with toys or
lounge on couches to watch TV. Outside, a grassy area and play structures
give dogs an outlet for stored energy.
“We do pride ourselves on giving

the dogs as much outside time as
possible and a lot of group play and
socialization and interaction with
each other,” Tati said.
Tati and Kenny started offering
boarding services at their home in
Magnolia in 2010. Lakeside Doggie
Lounge, the name of their home location, is still open for long-term boarding with a minimum of three days.
The building they salvaged for
Woodlands Doggie Village—near
the intersection of Sawdust Road and
Glen Loch Drive—was in foreclosure
and had previously housed everything from a gas station to a Mexican
restaurant, Tati said.
“The neighbors are really happy
that we came in and made improvements,” she said. “Kenny, thankfully because of his construction
background and knowledge, he was
able to oversee a lot of the work that
needed to be done. He enjoys doing it
so he’s always adding and doing new
stuff around here.”
Tati and Kenny typically employ
six workers. During the summer and
the holidays, they hire additional
seasonal help.
“[Owning a small business] has its
different stresses, but at the end of
the day when we’re able to just sit and
love on the dogs and just see them
happy and running around, then
that’s the end result that we desire,”
Tati said.

Melissa Eubanks (left) and Ale Woods groom dogs at the facility.

BOARDING AND
GROOMING COSTS
DAY CARE RATES:
• Half day (5 hours)-$20
• Full day (9 hours)-$25
• Additional cost per hour (after 9 hours)-$3

DAILY BOARDING RATES:
• Small dogs-$27
• Medium dogs-$33
• Large dogs-$36
• Extra large dogs-$39

GROOMING RATES:
• Baths-$25 (on average)
• Grooming-$45-$90 (depending on dog
size and grooming needs)

Dogs get outdoor playtime in an area with grass
and play structures.

Woodlands
Doggie Village
Glen Loch Dr.

By Beth Marshall

Courtesy Woodlands Doggie Village

Couple provides canine care services

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

Woodlands
Doggie Village

Sawdust Rd.

25120 Glen Loch Drive, Spring
281-419-9902
www.doggiewoodtx.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat. 9
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. noon-5 p.m.; closed
noon- 2 p.m. daily Mon.-Sat. for lunch
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TALL
TREES
L AV ISH P OOL

AMENITY
CENTER
NOW

OPEN!

TRUE MODERN

C

LIVING & nature

reate a true sense of home at Woodson’s Reserve,

a distinctive master plan community in North

Houston located on the Grand Parkway. A place

where you don’t have to choose between the

convenience of city living and the comfort of natural beauty.

Discover miles of spacious, unspoiled nature nestled among
everything you love to see, do and experience. This is the life
you deserve.

New Homes from the Upper $300s - $600s from Four Award-Winning Builders.

For more i n for m at ion , v i sit

From I-45N:
Right on Grand Parkway.
Exit Imperial Promenade Townsen Blvd.

WoodsonsReserve.com
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DINING FEATURE

Russo’s New York
Pizzeria

Franchise brings slice of the Big Apple to
The Woodlands

Russo’s New York Pizzeria
242

hi p
D r.

Achievement Dr.

Fellows

3335 Hwy. 242, Ste. 300, The Woodlands
936-273-6060
www.nypizzeria.com
Hours: 11 a.m.-10 p.m. daily

Courtesy Russo’s New York Pizzeria

Ciara Rouege/Community Impact Newspaper

All sauces and dough are made from scratch at Russo’s New York Pizzeria in The Woodlands.

Guests can find a variety of desserts on the
menu as well.

Courtesy Russo’s New York Pizzeria

The insalata caprese is one of several salad
options on the menu.

Courtesy Russo’s New York Pizzeria

the traditional Caesar salad, Mediterranean salad, chicken and kale salad
or the insalata caprese.
“As a complement to the food, we
also serve a nice selection of special
red and white wines and craft beers,”
Medellin said.
On Sunday mornings, patrons can
enjoy an Italian-style brunch featuring
omelets and breakfast-inspired pizzas.
The pizzeria also offers a small but
savory menu of desserts, including a
homemade tiramisu, which has a rich,
creamy top layer.
In the daytime, the restaurant
focuses on offering fast counter service and delivery orders to its lunch
crowd. At night, the pizzeria transforms into a cafe with table service.
Delivery is available for home and
office within a 3-mile radius of the
pizzeria for orders of $20 or more.
“We kind of dim the lights,” he said.
“We have servers. We come and pamper you at the table.”
Medellin said catering has become
a big part of the operation. Throughout the year, the pizzeria caters for
events as large as 1,200 people. The
list includes schools, churches and
local festivals. The restaurant has
appeared at the Waterway Arts Festival for the last six consecutive years.
Medellin said he looks forward to
participating in H-E-B’s Wine Walk at
Market Street on June 9, and the Conroe Chamber’s Tastefest on May 12.
“The food makes the whole basis,”
Medellin said. “That’s what makes us
a good option for our customers, but
we understand what our customers
really come in for is the experience.
It’s a great experience that includes
great service, great food and a great
ambience.”

The pasta primavera is served with housemade pesto sauce on angel hair pasta.

A variety of sandwiches are on the menu in
addition to pizza, pasta and salads.

Ciara Rouege/Community Impact Newspaper

R

usso’s New York Pizzeria’s
menu contains traditional
recipes passed down from the
family of Anthony Russo, whose Italian-born parents migrated from New
York to Texas when he was a child.
Guillermo Medellin and his wife
bought an existing location in The
Woodlands in 2009 before opening
two additional stores north of Houston in 2014 and 2015. Russo’s is a
Houston-based franchise dating back
to 1978. Although the Medellins did
not have any restaurant experience,
the couple wanted to open a business
that would allow them to give back to
the community.
“We just love the food here, so we
said, ‘Why not?’” Medellin said.
While Medellin leaves the cooking
to his chefs, he is heavily involved in
maintaining the restaurant’s commitment to offering fine Italian food.
To that end, the menu includes an
array of rich pastas, hearty meatballs,
fresh-baked breads, soups and gigantic pizzas all served in a comfortable,
casual environment.
“We do everything from scratch,”
Medellin said. “All our sauces, all our
dough, everything we prepare is from
scratch.”
Russo’s New York Pizzeria has built
a reputation for its thin 28-inch pizzas, which are hand-tossed and can
be cooked gluten-free. The restaurant
uses a special recipe for its pesto and
marinara sauces, Medellin said.
“We have four soups that are homemade,” he said. “They’re absolutely
the best. I personally prefer the minestrone, but our customers here like
the tomato basil.”
Salads are served as a side dish or
as a meal and include options, such as

Courtesy Russo’s New York Pizzeria

By Ciara Rouege

Guillermo Medellin owns The Woodlands location of Russo’s New York Pizzeria off Hwy. 242.

18

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

19

3

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

1

2

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

Courtesy World Champions Centre
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FIRST LOOK

World Champions Centre

Spring gym offers wide array of children’s activities, programs
By Abigail Loop

R

Ron’s son, said since opening the new
location, the gym has received positive
feedback from the community and
has had an increase in the number of
students.
“We had 182 students when we
opened in October, and now we’re up
to 736 today,” he said. “That number is
still increasing.”
Adam said the gym features a
variety of programs for students,
and more programs are expected to
develop throughout the year. Besides
gymnastics and tumbling programs,
the gym has teamed up with a
taekwondo and dance studio to give
lessons to kids who are not interested
in gymnastics. He expects both classes
to start in June.
“We’ll have a home-school classroom
open this fall called Academy of World
Champion Centre, and it’ll be for
third- to 12th-grade students,” Adam
said. “We’ll have a fitness center for

Be Sure to Join Us For:

PINT NIGHT:
$3 CRAFT PINTS
ALL Night*

*Pint Night starts at 5 PM
and goes until close

22318 IH 45 North
Spring, TX 77373

281-602-3428

www.berniesbackyard.com

parents to use while their kids are here,
and we’re also going to have a cafe open
by the end of next month.”
For customers who are not signed
up to take classes, an open gym is held
on Saturdays for children ages 3 to 17.
The fee is $20 for nonmembers. The
gym can also host events, with a party
room available above the gym floor.
Ron said he has never seen a gym
like World Champions Centre.
“We have everything here in one
location,” he said. “I’ve visited quite a
few gyms, and this is the largest I’ve
seen. It’s just how it turned out.”
As far as opening up more World
Champions Centre locations in the
future, Ron said it is always a possibility, but it is unlikely to happen
anytime soon.
“My wife talks about it, but I’m too
old,” he said. “There’s always the possibility to expand but probably not for
another three to five years.”

THIRSTY THURSDAY
SPECIALS:
$2.75 Select Pints
$4.50 Craft Pints
$5.50 Margarita Pints
$1.50 Extra Shot

2 The gym floor also has balance beams,
running vaults and a tumbling floor available
for students.
3 Owner Ron Biles opened the new location of World Champions Centre in October
and has seen an increase in students at the
gym.
4 A viewing center is available for parents
above the gym floor to see their children
perform during ongoing classes.

World Champion Centre
am
nh
Bir

on Biles said children can
experience a range of competitive and recreational activities at
his new 52,000-square-foot gym, World
Champions Centre.
From gymnastics, tumbling and
trampoline teams to dance and taekwondo, Biles said children between
the ages of 18 months to 18 years old
have enjoyed the gym’s activities since
the opening of its new Spring location
in October.
Ron said the gym originally opened
in March 2014 in a temporary center
before moving in September to a warehouse on Cox Road. Its new location is
now on Birnham Woods Drive and features a 29,000-square-foot gym floor.
“It was my wife’s idea to start this
place,” he said. “My daughter had been
training [in gymnastics] for about
10 years, and my wife said we should
build our own gym.”
General manager Adam Biles, and

1 The gym floor at World Champions Centre
has a preschool section where younger
students can enjoy gymnastics and tumbling
activities on the gym floor.

W
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99

28865 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring
281-292-6284
www.worldchampionscentre.com
Hours: Mon.-Tue., Thu.-Fri. 9 a.m.-8:30
p.m., Wed. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-1
p.m. closed Sundays

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY
SUNDAY FUNDAY

GREAT FOOD, GOOD FUN,
A FAMILY DESTINATION
Tues. - Thurs.: 11 AM - 9 PM
Fri. & Sat.: 11 AM - 10 PM
Sunday: 12 PM - 8 PM
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NOW INTRODUCING THE

LEADERS

PACK

OF
THE

WE’VE ASSEMBLED THE BEST BUILDERS IN THE BUSINESS.
Extraordinary forested living is now closer than ever. Presenting the Grand Central Park lineup of
luxury homebuilders. Renowned for their exceptional design, exquisite craftsmanship and tremendous
quality, the builders in Grand Central Park are sure to make your dream home come true.

Darling Homes
Perry Homes
Drees Custom Homes

Village Builders
David Weekley Homes
Coventry Homes
L
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

Compiled by Marie Leonard
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will take part in two sections: from Dry
Creek to Hufsmith Conroe Road and
from Dry Creek to FM 1488, just west of
The Woodlands. The existing roadway is
undivided with one lane in each direction.
The project is expected to make the road
safer and alleviate some congestion,
according to TxDOT officials.
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Magnolia

News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

4
Gr a nd P ark w a y

99

The November county road bond
included a project to extend David
Memorial Drive from Shenandoah
Park Drive to Hwy. 242. The project is
expected to improve mobility east of I-45
by providing a north/south connector,
giving residents an alternative to the
highway. The scope of the project
includes acquiring the necessary
right of way and constructing the new
roadway, which will run behind the Sam
Moon Center and upcoming Houston
Methodist The Woodlands Hospital.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: Montgomery County
Precinct 4

7 Gosling Road improvements

Abigail Loop/Community IImpact Newspaper

Recently completed

Road Utility District

2 I-45 HOV lane extension
The Texas Department of Transportation
is constructing an extension of the I-45
high occupancy vehicle lane from north
of FM 1960 in northern Harris County to
South Loop 336 in Conroe. Construction

4 Rayford Road improvements

Project update
Abigail Loop/Community IImpact Newspaper

improvements

Timeline: June 2015-April 2016
Cost: $1.2 million
Funding Sources: Woodlands

Timeline: spring 2016-mid-2017
Cost: $8 million
Funding sources: WRUD

Timeline: October 2015-May 2016
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding Sources: TxDOT

1 Woodlands Parkway lane
Construction wrapped up in early
April on improvements to the
intersection at Woodlands Parkway
and Grogan’s Mill Road. The
project added eastbound and
westbound left-turn lanes, widened
the northbound and southbound
approaches and the area under the
overpass. Recent rainfall may require
some sod replacement, but the
project is otherwise complete.

H-E-B and Market Street. There will
be minimal lane closures associated
with the project.

began on the project last fall, and work
is expected to wrap up in late May.
The project adds one new lane in each
direction.

3 Lake Woodlands Drive
overpass
Construction will begin this quarter
on an overpass on Lake Woodlands
Drive from Lake Front Circle to just
west of Six Pines Drive. The project
will feature four lanes to allow traffic
on Lake Woodlands Drive to bypass
the light at Grogan’s Mill Road.
Congestion at the intersection of
Grogan’s Mill and Lake Woodlands is
expected to lessen as a result of the
project, which runs parallel to several
developments, including Market
Street. Once the project is complete,
drivers can U-turn and turn right into

Montgomery County Precinct 3 officials
hosted a public meeting in mid-April for
residents to learn more about the
Rayford Road improvement project.
Proposed improvements include
widening the roadway from four to six
lanes, building a six-lane bridge to
bypass the Union Pacific Railroad and
installing additional traffic lights. The
project limits run from Richard Road
to the newly opened Grand Parkway.
Funding for the project was made
possible through the November road
bond approved by Montgomery County
voters. Construction is expected to take
about two years to complete and could
begin by early 2017.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $60 million
Funding sources: Montgomery County
Precinct 3

5 FM 2978 widening
TxDOT expects to start construction this
summer on a long-awaited project to
widen FM 2978 from Dry Creek to
FM 1488. The 6.5-mile widening project

Several entities have proposed
improvements to the Gosling Road
corridor between West Rayford Road
and Spring Creek at the border of Harris
and Montgomery counties. A joint
project between Harris and Montgomery
counties and the WRUD is a proposed
second bridge over Spring Creek. The
November road bond in Montgomery
County included $3.8 million for the
project, and the November road bond in
Harris County may also help pay for the
project. Additional improvements along
the corridor proposed by Harris County
Precinct 4 include widening the road
from two to four lanes from West Rayford
Road to Creekside Forest Drive.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $7 million (bridge), $4.9 million
(widening project)

Funding sources: Harris and
Montgomery counties, WRUD

8 Egypt Lane widening
This project widens a half-mile stretch
from Research Forest Drive to FM 1488
from two to four lanes with a center
turn lane. A storm sewer system will be
installed as well to replace the existing
drainage ditches.

Timeline: summer 2017-TBD
Cost: $1.8 million
Funding sources: Westwood Magnolia
Parkway Improvement District
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EDUCATION

Lone Star College-University Center
forms new partnerships with SFA, Lamar
By Beth Marshall

said. “The idea is that they can
do two years with Lone Star
and then complete their final
two years for their bachelor’s
program close to home.”
Several other universities
also partner with the University Center in The Woodlands.
The University of Houston
specifically offers an executive
Master of Business Administration degree through the
Bauer College of Business, and
the University of St. Thomas
offers education-based
degrees. Our Lady of the Lake
University offers various bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral
degrees, and Sam Houston
State University offers various
bachelor’s and master’s degree
plans.
“When [students] sign on
to a program at one of the
universities, they get dual
enrollment,” Vance said. “They

are enrolled in both Lone Star
and the university [of their
choice] at the same time, even
though they may still just be
taking classes with us. They
get the benefits of being at that
university as well, so they get
their library services and so
forth.”
Vance said LSC offers scholarship incentives for students
who transfer from LSC to one
of the on-site four-year university programs.
When students take classes
through one of the university
partners, tuition costs go to
the corresponding university.
“When they’re a Lone Star
student taking classes at Lone
Star, that is our tuition, and
once they start taking classes
with a university, that’s their
tuition,” Vance said.
Lamar and SFA will begin
offering classes this fall.

Lone Star College-University Center at The Woodlands offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree opportunities through partnerships
with several universities.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY - (COMING FALL 2016)
Bachelor’s of social work, master’s of social work and
Bachelorof Arts and Bachelor of Applied Science degrees

LAMAR UNIVERSITY - (COMING FALL 2016)
Engineering degrees

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY

Various bachelor’s and master’s degrees

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE UNIVERSITY

Various bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees

THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Master of Business Administration degrees

THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS
Education degrees

242
45

Gosling Rd.

Lone Star College-University Center at The Woodlands is recruiting students
to participate in new degree
plans offered on-site through
Stephen F. Austin and Lamar
universities.
Lamar University degree
plans have yet to be decided
but will consist of various
engineering degrees, said
Karen Vance, program coordinator at LSC-University
Center at The Woodlands.
SFA will offer bachelor’s
degrees in social work, a
master’s of social work and
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor
of Applied Science degrees,
Vance said.
“[The programs] make it
convenient for those students
[who] can’t travel to Lamar
in Beaumont or can’t travel
[as far as] downtown,” Vance

ASSOCIATES DEGREES
AND BEYOND

LONE STAR COLLEGEUNIVERSITY CENTER AT THE
WOODLANDS

3232 Hwy. 242, The Woodlands
936-273-7510
www.lonestar.edu/uc-thewoodlands
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EDUCATION

Lone Star College System

Lone Star College System expands
online services for veterans
By Beth Marshall

Lone Star College System is implementing ways to make more educational opportunities available for veterans and active-duty service members
by offering improved online services
and flexible course start dates.
“About 90 percent of active-duty
[service members] will take their
courses online,” said Wendi Prater,
associate vice chancellor of LSC-Online. “Factor in the spouses of all those
service members and then veterans—
it’s an amazing opportunity.”
With these online services, current
and former military students will still
have access to the same courses and
degree plans as nonmilitary students.
However, they will be provided with
more individual support from Lone
Star College’s Department of Veterans
Affairs.
Prater said military-affiliated students will have specific advisers available to help them better understand
their benefits, enroll in classes and

succeed in completing their courses,
despite challenges that may arise
with deployment or other scheduling
conflicts.
The online service updates will
help veterans and active-duty service
members reach their goals and increase
retention and completion rates within
the colleges, said Steven Hall, LSCS
director for veteran affairs and veteran
services. Hall said the department is
actively seeking new advisers to make
the ratio of advisers-to-students more
conducive to reaching these goals.
“We want to be sensitive to their
assignments, and, if they’re getting
called up, we’re going to have to be a
little more flexible,” LSCS Chancellor
Steve Head said.
Hall, a 25-year Air Force veteran,
said he estimates about 500 military
and former military students will be
enrolled and using these services a
year from now. He also said LSCS
could see between 12,000 and 15,000
military-affiliated students in the next

Veterans Services
The LSCS Department of Veterans Services offers various resources
geared toward ensuring military-affiliated students’ success.

Work Study:
The Veterans Affairs Center accepts applications for students to work on campus.
Veterans Affairs
Education Benefits:
Advisers are available to help active-duty
service members and veterans understand the benefits they can access.
VetSuccess on
Campus:
LSCS and the Department of Veterans
Affairs work together to ensure student
veterans have the support they need on
campus.

Campus Resources:
LSCS provides disability services, financial aid
counseling, career services and student groups
to all students.
Community
Resources:
The Texas Workforce Commission, Texas
Veterans Land Board, City of Houston Office of
Veteran Affairs, Worklife Institute Re-entry and
Worklife Transition Program, Homes for our
Troops, United Service Organization, Wounded
Warrior Project, Vet Center and Goodwill
Industries of Houston are other resources
military-affiliated students can contact for
assistance.

Source: Lone Star College System Department of Veterans Affairs/Community Impact Newspaper

three to five years using these online
services to further their education
before, during and after deployments.
“I’m aware of professors coordinating with commanders of service
members in combat areas to arrange
for proctoring of exams,” LSCS board
member Linda Good said. “This is
really very dynamic, and it helps them
continue their education even though

they’re deployed overseas.”
Head said it is important for the
college system to find faculty members willing to accommodate these
circumstances so the program can be
successful.
“We think we have some tremendous opportunities to enroll more
individuals serving in the armed
forces,” Head said.

Three Hughes Landing

Spec Suites Available
at Hughes Landing

12-story Class A office building
Remarkable views of Lake Woodlands
321,000 rentable square feet
Conference room and fitness center
Concierge and loyalty program

1725 Hughes Landing Blvd.
13-story Class A office building
332,000 rentable square feet
100-seat conference center
Fitness center and delicatessen
Concierge and loyalty program

SAMPLE SPEC SUITE (1,682 RENTABLE SF)

TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Contact Jillian Fredericks for spec suite leasing opportunities at 713-830-2133 or Jillian.Fredericks@colliers.com.

16TWD_2265_HughesLanding_RealEstate_Ad_12.1837x5.5416.indd 1

3/2/16 5:46 PM
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Senior services

DEVELOPMENT

Senior services, living communities
expanding in The Woodlands area

in The Woodlands

The Woodlands is home to a number of organizations and communities dedicated to assisting senior
residents which are expanding to accommodate the growing senior population of The Woodlands.

Newly open

By Abigail Loop

Del Webb The Woodlands-opened April 2016
230 Connemara Lane, Magnolia
281-636-9554 • www.delwebb.com

1488

Features
11,500-square-foot clubhouse
Fitness center and indoor pool and spa
Resort-style outdoor pool and spa
Outdoor walking trails
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Avanti Senior Living-opening mid-2017
Community Center Drive, Spring
www.avanti-sl.com

Kuyke

Avanti Senior Living-opening in June
120 Vision Park Blvd., Conroe
281-882-3855 • www.avanti-sl.com
45
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R a yford Rd.

Features
Full-service spa with relaxation therapy, aromatherapy, therapeutic massage, full hair styling,
manicure and pedicure services
Taste Restaurant—Avanti’s flagship dining experience—along with other dining venues, all featuring the Avanti Green Kitchen
Kid-friendly attractions throughout the community
On-site private exam room for in-house or visiting doctors as well as telehealth
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The Forum at the Woodlands
5055 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-292-2600 • www.fivestarseniorliving.com
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Sawdust Rd.

The Village at the Woodlands Waterway
2323 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands
www.seniorlifestyle.com

The Conservatory at Alden Bridge
6203 Alden Bridge Drive, The Woodlands
832-510-7537 • www.conservatoryseniorliving.com
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Avanti Senior Living (corporate office)
2219 Sawdust Road, Ste.1903, Spring
avanti-sl.com
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Interfaith
Information and referral: offers resources and guidance for senior adults and/or caregivers regarding
senior services, such as housing, in-home care, benefit options and money saving programs
Senior transportation: provides rides to medical appointments and the grocery store
Caregiver conferences: hosts workshops and resources for those caring for a loved one
Senior activities: hosts senior activities five days a week at the South County Community Center

When Sellers Pay Agents 6% To Market & Sell Their Luxury Home,
And “The Marketing” Is Just Listing It On MLS... That’s A Shame.
Top Agents Hire Us To Market Their Luxury Homes On & Off of MLS
For The Same 6%,
There Are Agents
Who Pay For The
Seller’s Inter-Active
SMARTePLAN To
Be Created &
Uploaded Onto MLS.
Your Choice.

As the senior population in The
Woodlands increases, senior services,
living facilities and amenities are
expanding throughout the community to meet the demand.
According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, there were 9,052 adults age
65 and older who lived in The Woodlands in 2010. In 2015, there was an
estimated 20,861 adults age 65 and
older who lived in The Woodlands
area, according to The Woodlands
Economic Development Partnership.
Existing senior service organizations have doubled their efforts in the
past year. Allison Hulett, executive
director of Meals on Wheels Montgomery County, said the organization
currently serves weekday meals to 550
homebound and disabled seniors in
the county. Program volunteers also
provide transportation services for
seniors.
“We provide well-balanced meals
that are consistent nutrition, we
provide a safety check and it’s also a
social call,” Hulett said. “Over
50 percent of seniors live alone.”
Hulett said her goal is to keep
expanding the Meals on Wheels
program to meet the needs of more
seniors in the area. With more donations and help from volunteers, Meals
on Wheels would be able to contribute
even more to its seniors in the area,
she said.
“I’m looking to expand to get to
1,500 weekday meals,” Hulett said.
Staff members at Interfaith of The
Woodlands—another organization
that offers a variety of senior services—have also seen an increase
in the need for these services. Some

popular senior services the organization offers are transportation, activities, music and worship services.
Interfaith CEO Missy Herndon said
she has especially noticed an increase
in seniors in The Woodlands using the
transportation program. To address
the demand, Herndon has increased
the number of rides available to
seniors as well as added staff on hand
for the popular program. The organization has given 1,032 rides so far this
year and has 93 enrolled volunteer
drivers in the program.
“Many seniors don’t have a car or
can’t drive,” she said. “Over the past
three to four years, we’ve seen tremendous growth in the senior transportation program.”
In addition, several senior housing
communities have recently opened or
are under construction to take advantage of the growing senior population.
Del Webb The Woodlands—an
active adult retirement community—
opened earlier this year in Magnolia.
Assisted senior care facility Avanti
Senior Living is also expanding in the
area.
Avanti Senior Living CEO Lori
Alford said the new facility will have
a soft opening in Shenandoah in June.
“We’re not like other facilities
around here,” Alford said. “It’s like
walking into a hotel here. We’re a boutique-style senior living community.”
Alford said The Woodlands area
has a lot to offer seniors, and with the
expanding population there are many
senior living communities to choose
from.
“Right now, the market has a variety,” she said. “There is something for
everyone here.”

TURN YOUR INVOICES INTO CASH
We help your business to grow or overcome cash ﬂow
challenges with a quick and simple process, called
Account Receivable Financing, or Factoring.
We’ve been in business for over 25 years, and pride
ourselves in the service we provide.
Industries we serve:
Transportation • Staﬃng • Energy
Manufacturing • Janitorial and many others
CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAM!

smarteplans.com • (281) 419-4025

Over 12 Years -- $375 Million Dollars of Property Sold 21% Faster
Than the MLS Average – with 24% Selling ABOVE List Price

Chris McClain, J D Factors
936-703-0220 | www.jdfactors.com
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By Beth Marshall

Construction on a new YMCA in
the Falls at Imperial Oaks subdivision, close to the Grand Parkway, is
slated to begin in 2018.

“A YMCA is vital to
this growing area.”
—Jim Holcomb, 830 Investors Ltd.

The Holcomb Family YMCA will be built on a 10-acre tract of land overlooking a 100-acre lake in
the Falls at Imperial Oaks subdivision in south Montgomery County.

academic achievement and focus on
drowning prevention and healthy
living.”
The Holcomb Family YMCA will
host a variety of programs when
it opens, such as after-school care,
day camps, swimming lessons, teen
achievement groups, drowning prevention classes and personal wellness
training.
For more information on the
services and programs offered by the
YMCA, visit www.ymcahouston.org.

YMCA
Imperial Promenade
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Approximately $13 million will
be needed to complete construction, said Heather Saucier, director
of media relations for the YMCA of
Greater Houston. Currently, there is
not an estimated completion date for
the new location.
The facility will be built on a
10-acre tract of land that was donated
by 830 Investors Ltd., which is the
Holcomb family’s partnership.
“A YMCA is vital to this growing
area,” said Jim Holcomb, director
of 830 Investors Ltd. “It will provide thousands of young people and

families a safe and nurturing place
to play, learn and grow. By giving
families access to programs that
promote youth development, healthy
living and social responsibility, the
YMCA will make this community
even stronger.”
The Holcomb Family YMCA will
serve portions of Conroe ISD and
the Spring area on the east side of
I-45 in south Montgomery County.
The U.S. Census Bureau has
ranked Montgomery County as
the 13th fastest-growing county in
the nation, and CISD is expecting
enrollment to increase by about
8,000 students in the next five years,
Saucier said.
“The population of southeast
Montgomery County in particular is
burgeoning, and we want to meet the
needs of new individuals and families coming into the area,” said Paul
McEntire, president and CEO of The
YMCA of Greater Houston. “We are
committed to improving quality of
life by offering programs that foster

Courtesy YMCA of Greater Houston

Plans announced for YMCA in the
Falls at Imperial Oaks neighborhood
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Coming together, Working together,
Succeeding together

Are you on the move?

Are you on the move

Call us today to sell your home!

us today
to sell
home!
Now is Call
the time
to list and
sell,your
contact
us today!

Call us today to sell your h

281.363.2500

Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents are uniquely certified and
trained
to assist
in relocating
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trained
to assist
in relocating
you
oror to assist in relocating you or
trained
your
loved
ones
your loved ones
your
loved
ones
Our agents are uniquely certified and trained to
assist in relocating you or your loved ones

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

Each Office

by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
Each Office IsOperated
Independently
Owned and Operated

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by
office nationwide!
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlandsjoining
by our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands

joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
Stay informed
about what is going on in the Woodlands by
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands
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WELLNESS PROGRAMS

Companies tapping wellness programs
By Hannah Zedaker

In an effort to promote
healthy living and cut health
care costs, companies in The
Woodlands are taking steps
toward improving the health
of their employees by implementing wellness programs.
Corporate wellness programs range from online
programs and seminars to
offering on-site fitness centers
and medical clinics. Regardless of a company’s level of
involvement, these programs
have the same goals.
Erin Griffin, director of
health and wellness at Memorial Hermann The Woodlands
Hospital, said these programs
not only aid in mitigating
health care costs, but they
have also been shown to
reduce turnover and improve
employee engagement.
“Employee wellness
programs are important for
both the employee experience and the success of an
organization,” Griffin said.
“When a company invests in
its employees—their greatest asset—they tend to lead
healthier lifestyles, stay at
their job longer and work
harder when they are there.”
During her tenure in
health care, Griffin said she
has witnessed a shift from
web-based wellness programs
to more meaningful, interactive programs that produce
better results. She said many
company programs are taking
wellness one step further
by promoting emotional,

communal and financial
well-being.
“When companies implement effective health and
well-being strategies, it
impacts the entire community,” Griffin said. “Many
employers recognize that
community involvement
leads to a greater sense of
well-being, and having
healthier, happier employees
means that they’ll have the
energy to connect with their
community in new and exciting ways.”
Anadarko Petroleum
Corporation, headquartered
in The Woodlands, is just one
of the companies in the area
with an employee wellness
program. The organization
has offered an on-site fitness
center and medical clinics for
employees at its Woodlands
headquarters since the campus opened in 2003.
“By providing programs
like wellness to employees, you’re not just making
a financial investment for
positive returns,” said Scott
Satterfield, director of global
benefits for Anadarko. “You’re
also sending a message to
employees: ‘Hey, you’re
important enough that we
are willing to invest in your
health and well-being. We
care about you.’ That’s a powerful message for employees
to hear.”
Griffin said the Affordable
Care Act was instrumental in
the upward trend of corporate
wellness programs.
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”The Affordable Care Act
produced guidelines for
employers seeking to implement certain health and
wellness programs,” Griffin
said. “The guidelines have
produced a buzz around
employee wellness and
encouraged more employers
to join the conversation and
consider implementing wellness strategies.”
Griffin said starting corporate wellness programs
can be overwhelming. However, Memorial Hermann
hosts quarterly employer
advisory board meetings
in The Woodlands where
employers can seek information from professionals on
where to begin.
“Employers shouldn’t wait
until they have a significant budget to get started,”
Griffin said. “Starting small
can have significant impact
on long-term sustainability
and growth of an employee
well-being strategy.”

ON THE RISE

Research indicates more employers in the Greater
Houston area and across the nation increased funding
for wellness programs in 2015 when compared to 2014.
Studies show office wellness programs are proven
to help reduce absenteeism, employee turnover and
insurance costs for both employers and employees.

IN 2011
$

the corporate wellness
industry generated

1.8 billion

in revenue nationwide.
more than

5,600 vendors

IN 2015

nationwide

generated annual revenue of

$

8 billion

Leading vendors include health insurance
companies as well as noninsurer entities.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STRATEGIES
IN GREATER HOUSTON-AREA BUSINESSES

23%

23%

provide on-site
fitness classes

provide on-site
walking paths

#

37%

41%

offer wellness
competitions

provide free or discounted
membership at local fitness
centers

29

%

offer incentives for
achievement
of physical goals

Sources: Department of State Health Services, Texas Business Group on Health/Community Impact Newspaper

A New Way
Move
Your Life
Upgrade
YourtoMove
Experience
Relocation Concierge Services
Pre-move
organization,
Secure
Trusted
Mover
&
Pre-move
Organization,
Secure
a Trusted
Mover,
Manage
the Move,
Unpack
& Organize
Manage
the Move,
Unpack
& Organize
PrevuMove.com
281-205-7956
Prévu is the residential division of
Move Resource Group, LLC
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Demand for trained
nurses grows
Educators, health care providers
partner to train new nurses
By Jesse Mendoza

The need for nurses continues to increase in
Montgomery County as incoming hospitals begin to
hire staff and existing hospitals expand local health
care services.
To meet the challenge, local colleges and universities are expanding nurse training programs
and working with health care providers to ensure
students are trained to seamlessly transition into
the workforce following graduation, according to
school officials, said Julie Kendall, nursing program
director at Lone Star College-Montgomery.
“Montgomery County is one of the fastest-growing counties in Texas, and the population has doubled in the last 20 years,” Kendall said. “With our
projected growth, these hospitals are really going to
fill up, and we are going to need nurses to fill positions in those facilities to take care of those people.”
Demand for nurses has grown statewide in recent
years. According to the Texas Department of State
Health Services, the state has a lower supply of
nurses compared to the rest of the U.S. On average,
there were 129 registered nurses for every 100,000
residents in Texas in 2015.
“We will face challenges meeting the demand
because, in general, the supply ratio of nurses is
low,” DSHS spokesperson Christine Mann said.
New hospitals under construction in Montgomery
County, such as Houston Methodist The Woodlands
Hospital and Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, are expanding local need for nurses.
The Houston Methodist campus will include
about 240 nursing-related positions when it opens in
July 2017. The hospital plans to fill leadership positions in fall 2016 and staff positions by April 2017,
HMTW Human Resources Director Debby Roberts
said. Hiring for staff positions is expected to begin
in the first quarter of 2017.
“We have laid out a very strategic timeline,” Roberts said. “We will also have a very comprehensive
orientation program. We are building those programs now to plan how we will onboard individuals,
how we will train and educate them.”
Similarly, Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands will also add more than 200 nursing positions
to the local workforce when it opens in spring 2017.
“We are recruiting a wide variety of specialties,
including critical care, acute care, emergency center
and/or staff nurses,” said Michelle Riley-Brown,
president of TCHTW.
Another factor increasing the need for nurses is
a rising life expectancy, which means more nurses
are needed to care for a growing number of elderly
citizens, according to DSHS. The average life expectancy of Texas residents as of 2013 is 78.3 years,
compared to 75.1 in 1990.
Additionally, Kendall said demand for nurses
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NEED FOR NURSES
Demand for nursing services in Montgomery County is
expected to increase as the population continues to grow,
new hospitals are built and the baby-boom generation
reaches retirement age.

nursing positions

2008
Mo.Co.
Texas

Texas
Children’s
Hospital The
Woodlands

200

Registered nurse workforce

242

45

Opening spring
2017

2015
Mo.Co.

2,076

Texas

162,304

4,154
215,436

Licensed vocational nurse workforce
2008
Mo.Co

Houston
Methodist The
Woodlands
Hospital

Texas

240

738

2015
Mo.Co

1,020

Texas

79,154

67,103

Montgomery County population projections

nursing positions
Opening April
2017

NURSING
EDUCATION

2010

453,369

2020

588,351

2030

751,702

Lone Star College-Montgomery and Sam Houston State University offer nurse training degree plans that
prepare students to enter the health care field.

Sam Houston State University

Lone Star College-Montgomery

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Licensed vocational nurse program

Students graduate with a bachelor’s degree and can enter the workforce
as a registered nurse upon successfully completing the NCLEX exam

The program prepares students to
enter the workforce as a licensed
vocational nurse, which allows them
to provide basic nursing care without
the added responsibilities of an RN.
LVNs must pass the NCLEX-PN exam
and must perform their work under the
supervision of RNs or other advanced
health care providers.

4-year program* 240-student capacity
Registered nurse to Bachelor of Science in Nursing program
The program is designed for RNs who passed the NCLEX exam after
completing an associate degree. Students can enroll in the baccalaureate
degree program to attain positions of leadership and further academic
degrees.

1-year online program

300-student capacity

Licensed vocational nursing to Bachelor
of Science in Nursing program
The program is designed for students who have completed a vocational
nursing program elsewhere and would like to transfer to the baccalaureate
degree program at the university.

2-year program

16-student capacity

1-year program
24-student capacity
RN associate degree program
Students are prepared to become an
RN upon successful completion of the
NCLEX exam.

2-year program
110-student capacity

*Two years of prenursing and two years in the nursing program
Sources: Texas Water Development Board, U.S. Census, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services/Community Impact Newspaper

is increasing because many existing nurses are 50
years old and older—thus nearing retirement age.
“Right now in the state of Texas, 59,000 nurses are
50 years old or older,” Kendall said. “So if you look
at that in the next five, 10 or 15 years, that is going
to create a huge hole in the workforce.”
Local colleges and universities continue to expand
nurse-training programs to meet the demand from
a growing Montgomery County population.
LSC-Montgomery and Sam Houston State University are negotiating a dual enrollment program that
would streamline the transition for nursing students
graduating from LSC-Montgomery and transfering
to SHSU.
LSC-Montgomery offers two nursing degree
plans: a one-year licensed vocational nursing degree
and two-year associate degree plan. Graduates of the
programs can become LVN’s or registered nurses
respectively once they pass the National Council
Licensure Examination.

Meanwhile, SHSU offers a Bachelor of Science
in nursing degree, an RN to BSN degree plan and
a LVN to BSN degree plan. The BSN program has
added 20 students to its capacity every semester for
several years and will reach a 240-student capacity
this fall, said Anne Stiles, director of the SHSU
School of Nursing.
Both LSC-Montgomery and SHSU have partnership arrangements with health care providers
throughout the area. For example, students can
enter internship programs at Conroe Regional Medical Center to gain hands-on experience.
Students participating in the program are able to
shadow and create interpersonal connections with
hospital nurses. At the same time, Howell said the
hospital evaluates students in the work environment
for future employment consideration.
“Local partnerships are very important,” Howell
said. “It gives us an opportunity to see if [these students] would be a good fit in our organization.”
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Who do you turn to when you have an
estate, business or tax issue
You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for
over twenty-five years as a large firm partner and as the owner of a
boutique firm.
We provide counsel and expertise on:

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and Disability Planning
Documents
• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning
• Probate, Estate Administration and Trust
administration
• Business Planning and Exit Strategies
• Business, Family, Estate and Trust Litigation
• Asset Protection and Charitable Planning

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

*
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

Northshore Park, The Woodlands
Lakeside Blvd.
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to the park, which was a violation of
the permit.
“Allowing a festival promoting
heavy drinking is not acceptable in
our family-oriented community,”
said Bill Malone, Windward Cove
homeowners association president.
“This was compounded by being held
on Easter weekend, making it all the
more inappropriate.”
Windward Cove resident Scott Cutler said he was also disrupted in his
home by the festival.
“We couldn’t walk our dogs, we
couldn’t bring our children [to the
park] and we could not watch TV
in our own home,” he said.
Although the festival garnered
numerous complaints, it did meet
initial standards on paper to receive
a permit from the township. Groups
interested in hosting an event at a
township park submit an application
online and answer several questions to
determine if a permit is necessary. The
next step is a full application including
a site plan, parking plan and security
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One month after a margarita festival
hosted at Northshore Park drew ire
from nearby residents, The Woodlands Township board of directors
revised its special events policy to
protect residents from similar
scenarios in the future.
“Many people enjoyed [the festival], but residents did not,” said Chris
Nunes, parks and recreation department director. “It was not necessarily
in the right park at the right place.”
During the April 27 board of directors meeting, the board approved policy revisions stating commercial use of
township parks for special, for-profit
events will be limited to Town Green
Park and three sports complexes in
the community.
“I think this gives us more ability
to the put the right event in the right
park,” Nunes said.
On the day of the margarita festival,
the township received a number of
resident complaints regarding noise
from the event and restricted access
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By Marie Leonard

Marie Leonard/Community Impact Newspaper

Directors revise special event
policy after festival complaints

Northshore Park will no longer host for-profit events following changes to township policy.

details that must be approved by staff.
In this particular case, the promoter
indicated they expected 1,000 people
to attend, although it far exceeded
1,000, said John Powers, assistant general manager of community services.
“The parking was arranged through
a license with Aon Hewitt across
the street so the pieces seemed to fit
together well,” he said. “As the process
proceeds, I’m the one who does the
final review and signs the permit, and
on this particular [event] there was
oversight on my part on the stage, its

size and orientation of how it directly
affected Windward Cove and Herald
Oaks.”
Moving forward, Nunes said both
residents and parkgoers have to be
respectful of one another to find a
balance during special events.
“I like the idea of moving the
commercial events to the commercial
Town Center area,” township Director
Gordy Bunch said. “I think that gives
clarity to the groups that come here to
put on events, and it protects residents
from adjacent for-profit nuisances.”
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For more information visit
www.ironman.com
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Harris County Precinct 4
communications director,
said issues with rerouting the
triathlon through the area
included closing intersections
and posting police at those
locations.
Montgomery County Precinct 2 Commissioner Charlie
Riley said the original bike
route could not be approved
because it would tie up major
intersections in the precinct.
“It was going to go right
through our major road construction,” Riley said. “It’s too
dangerous.”
Residents can call 346-2256109 for traffic updates throughout the duration of the race.

Bicyclists participating in the Memorial Hermann Ironman Texas North American Championship will bike
94 miles through portions of The Woodlands and northern Harris County. The route had to be revised in
the weeks leading up to the race because of construction in Montgomery County.

2920

TC Jester Blvd.

After weeks of revision, a
94-mile biking route has been
approved for the May 14 Ironman triathlon in The Woodlands, taking about 3,100
participants through portions
of Harris County in Spring.
Initially, the Ironman bike
route led cyclists through four
major construction zones,
including an area at FM 1488
and Hwy. 149 with concrete
barriers narrowing the road
to two lanes, Montgomery
County Judge Craig Doyal said.
“The route [organizers] proposed would have been a real
issue for cyclists,” Doyal said.
Additionally, due to flooding in April, a portion of the
original 112-mile route had to
be eliminated, resulting in the
94-mile route. Mark Seegers,

bike route

Kuyken

By Vanessa Holt and Beth Marshall

Rerouted Ironman
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Ironman officials revise
triathlon bike route to avoid
potential event cancelation
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The Woodlands Township launches
new mobile app for residents
By Abigail Loop

The Woodlands Township has
launched TheWoodlands311, a new
free mobile app that acts as a platform from which residents can access
township information and government services from their smartphone.
The free app debuted March 28,
five days after the township’s board
of directors approved the launch. The
app was created through a partnership with PublicStuff, a civic software
company.
Nick Wolda, director of community relations for The Woodlands
Township, said the app was developed after township leaders sought to
provide easier access to governmental
matters and information to residents.
“We’re always looking for the best
and quickest way that constituents
can communicate with their local
government,” Wolda said. “We have
landlines, websites and human
interaction at what’s called a resident
care center. We thought other people

might want something different and
simple with just a human touch.”
Wolda said more than 300 users
have downloaded the app since
March 28. With the app, residents
can take and submit pictures to officials, track and view service requests
and view information about township
services and upcoming events. Township staff will respond to submitted
requests and provide residents with
status updates and comments on
requests.
William Pham, information technology director for the township,
said the app also features in-app
widgets that offer residents additional resources.
“The widgets link the residents to
information found on the township’s
website, such as the township news,
events, social media, transportation
and where to shop and eat,” Pham
said. “The main goal was to provide
the residents increased access to easily report issues and receive updates

GOING

MOBILE

The Woodlands Township launched
TheWoodlands311 app on March 28. The goal
of the project is to enable residents to have
better access to services and information.

as it gets fixed.”
The diverse Woodlands community was also taken into account as
TheWoodlands311 app supports 17
languages through its One Voice
Translation feature, Wolda said.
When a resident uses a foreign
language on the app, it will automatically be translated for township
officials to read. When any status
updates or comments are sent back
to the resident, the message will
be translated back to the resident’s
language.
“We’re very culturally diverse
here,” Wolda said. “[The app] covers a
vast majority of languages. There are
people from around the world who
visit and live here.”
Residents can download The
Woodlands311 app for free at the app
store for iPhone users and on Google
Play for Android users.

THEWOODLANDS311
APP FEATURES:

Take and submit photos
Track and view service
requests
Find information about
township services, events,
public facilities and more
17 different languages available

THEWOODLANDS311
APP GOALS:

Improve resident
communications and service
delivery
Provide residents with real-time
status updates and comments
on requests
Help connect residents and
local government to improve the
quality of life in the community

Sources: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper
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As officials with
Texas Central Railway
work to determine train
station locations for the
proposed high-speed
rail project connecting
Houston and Dallas,
the northwest Houston
area has emerged as an
appealing candidate.
David Hagy, a Texas
Central representative in
Houston, said although a
specific location has not
been named, the company is considering the
Hwy. 290 and Loop 610
interchange—in the general area of Northwest
Mall—for the station.
Ridership studies show
this location reaching
more people than a central downtown location,
Hagy said.
“We removed the

Gr

By Shawn Arrajj

Creekside Park YMCA to
discontinue fitness facility
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HEALTH CARE

By Marie Leonard

An expansion that more than
doubled the intensive care unit
capacity at Nexus Specialty Hospital
in Shenandoah was completed in
February. The expanded ICU facility
is approximately 4,300 square feet
and features 16 beds—an increase
from six beds.
Nexus is a long-term acute-care
hospital that caters to patients who
require extended hospitalization.
Many of the patients are from Montgomery County, but the hospital
admits individuals from across the
country that have sustained a serious
workplace injury.
“We’ve been able to service those
sicker patients in our community,”
said Julie Walton, Nexus director of
marketing and sales. “We needed to
serve them from the ICU at Memorial Hermann [The Woodlands
Hospital] to our ICU here.”
The goal of an acute-care hospital, such as CHI St. Luke’s Health

or Memorial Hermann, is to bring a
patient in for immediate care. Once
a patient’s diagnosis and treatment
plan has been determined, a facility
like Nexus can provide additional
care if needed, Walton said.
Nexus deals with patients who have
an array of medical complexities,
ranging from acute respiratory failure
to pneumonia to other respiratory
conditions. Patients may also be on a
ventilator or on life support, Walton
said. The goal of the hospital is to stabilize patients with these complexities
so they can take part in neurospecific
rehabilitation, Walton said.
The ICU expansion will help Nexus
serve additional patients during
a time when the local health care
industry continues to expand with
the addition of Houston Methodist
and Texas Children’s hospitals in
The Woodlands. Both hospitals are
expected to open in 2017.
The average stay of a patient at
Nexus Specialty Hospital is 25 days,

Courtesy Nexus Specialty Hospital

Specialty hospital in Shenandoah
expands ICU from six to 16 beds

An expansion at Nexus Specialty Hospital doubles the capacity of the intensive care unit.

Walton said, emphasizing the need
for additional space in the ICU.
After patients become medically
stable at Nexus, some transition to
sister facility Touchstone Neurorecovery Center in Conroe. The facility
provides postacute care for individuals with brain injuries and neurological disorders.
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NEXUS SPECIALTY HOSPITAL
123 Vision Park Blvd., Shenandoah
281-364-0317
www.nexusspecialty.com

For more information visit
www.nexusspecialty.com

We believe in your reasons to buy your workplace.
That’s why we offer the
MCB Owner Occupied
Commercial Real Estate Loan.

A good reason
to own?

%
3.80
As low as

“Why pay for
your landlord’s mortgage?”

15 Year Fixed Rate

• Waive 1% origination fee
• Amortization period
of 15 years
• Maximum loan amount
of $1,000,000**

Learn more about our home financing
solutions at: www.mercantilcb.com/goodreason

Jack Johnson

Vice President/Texas Market
NMLS ID #538091

%
4.50

*

Woodland Banking Center
1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX 77380

*

OR

20 Year Fixed Rate

• Low origination fee
• Amortization period
of 20 years
• Loan amount between
$1,000,000 and $3,000,000

Tel: (281) 520-3002
Cell: (281) 757-1187
jjohnson@mercantilcb.com

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world
*Offer applies to a 15 or 20 year fixed rate loan based on credit parameters and qualification criteria for Mercantil Commercebank’s Owner Occupied Commercial Real Estate loan program, where Mercantil Commercebank holds a
first lien position. Offer effective 03/01/2016. Offer and Program Terms are subject to change or withdrawal at any time and without notice. Nothing herein is or should be interpreted as a commitment or offer to lend. Loan is secured
Member by the real estate you are financing. Ask us about additional rates that may apply. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions, limitations and fees may apply. Property must be located within Mercantil
Commercebank’s designated areas in Florida and Texas; speak to a loan officer for details. To take advantage of this offer, application must be submitted by 6/30/2016. Prepayment penalties apply.
**Other programs available for loan amounts over $1,000,000.

FDIC
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CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING
WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

WE ALSO OFFER:

Dog Boarding and Daycare, Dog and Cat Grooming,
Cat Boarding, Horseback Riding Lessons and Parties

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

10% OFF BOARDING
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

11105 Mahaffey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

Les French’s

A-1 Bail Bonds
936.788.2245

www.a1bailbonds.net
Mari Van de Ven, Agent

MoCo Lic# 31

Se Habla Espanol

Who gives you a better TV experience?

XFINITY X1

DIRECTV

X1 will change the way you experience TV – with the fastest, easiest
search and a remote that lets you find your favorites with your voice.
DirecTV just doesn’t compare. See for yourself and take the XFINITY X1 Challenge.
See how your service stacks up today at xfinity.com/challenge.
Or try XFINITY risk-free with a 30-day money-back guarantee.
Visit xfinity.com/challenge or call 1-877-208-1978 today for a great offer.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2016 Comcast. All rights reserved.

111949_NPA181820-0001 X1 Challenge ad_9.1837x5.5416.indd 1

NPA181820-0001

3/16/16 1:33 PM
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information center.
Tim Welbes, co-president
of The Woodlands Development Company, said the
decision to move the information center services online
came after much deliberation
and several discussions.
“We still want to serve the
community,” Welbes said.

“We still want to serve the community. We’ve just gone digital.”
—Tim Welbes, co-president of The Woodlands Development Company

“I won’t say we didn’t have
any traffic, but the traffic
had slowed down, I think
probably because a lot of
people did a lot of investigation online before they came
out to The Woodlands,” said
Calleen McFerrin, manager
and 33-year employee of the

“We’ve just gone digital.”
Although McFerrin agrees
that moving the information
center’s resources online was
best for the company, she
said she hates to see the loss
of personal attention visitors
and residents would receive
from the employees at the

facility.
“I think it was an integral
part of The Woodlands in the
beginning years and it played
a good part in the role of
helping sell The Woodlands,
but I think it’s time to move
on now,” she said.
Welbes said the center’s
services were and continue
to be primarily used as a
way for residents to get
plugged into the community,
whether it is searching for a
home, finding neighbors and
friends or locating places to
shop and dine.
Realtors could use the
facility as a means to get in
contact with people searching for homes in The Woodlands, Welbes said. However,
in the digital age and with
the amount of build-out The
Woodlands has seen, fewer
people have set foot in the

The former site of the township’s information center is now up for lease.

information center in recent
years.
Welbes said there are no
definite plans for the building as of now.

Online information about The Woodlands
can be found at
www.thewoodlands.com

The Woodlands
Information Center
(closed)

Mi
ll R
d.

The Woodlands Information Center has moved
online after 42 years, leaving
the building that formerly
housed a variety of welcoming services and intricate
small-scale maps of the
township’s villages up for
lease.
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By Beth Marshall

Staff photo

The Woodlands Information Center closes
doors after four decades, moves online

y.
Woodlands Pk w

2000 Woodlands Parkway
www.thewoodlands.com
281-719-6100

EIGHT Model Homes Now
Open Daily in East Village!

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,
playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits

Visit Today:

From downtown Houston, take I-45
North. Exit Highway 242 and turn right.
Turn right on Harper’s Trace into
East Village.

New Homes from the $290s to $600s | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes,
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes

HarpersPreserve.com
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Springwoods Village
development on track
By Vanessa Holt

Undaunted by setbacks in the housing and energy
markets, Coventry Development Corporation’s
1,800-acre master-planned community, Springwoods Village, continues to develop with new retail
and office space planned alongside nearly completed
residential areas.
A long-range project with an estimated build-out
date of 2025, Springwoods Village can support up to
15,000 residents and 50,000 employees, but the process is unfolding in stages with a focus on sustainability, CDC Senior Vice President Warren Wilson said.
“We’re fortunate to be in a good place in Houston,”
Wilson said. “We’re very pleased with where we are
and looking down the road the next six to 12 months.”
Although the oil and gas downturn has slowed
some projects, the development—located alongside
the corporate campuses of ExxonMobil and Southwestern Energy—has seen several projects break
ground or open in recent months.
Residents have begun to settle in the village’s first
two housing developments and apartment complex,
and the area’s first hotel is operational. The local fire
and emergency medical service station opened in
April, and a CHI St. Luke’s Health hospital began
accepting patients earlier this year. The first major
retailer also has been announced: a Kroger store in
The Market at Springwoods Village shopping center.
Developers and leasers said the project is on pace
considering other economic factors at play, such as
the negative effects of falling oil prices on the energy
industry.
Earlier this year, Southwestern Energy announced
it would lay off 1,100 employees—300 at the Houston headquarters on Energy Drive—after a sharp
downturn in oil prices last year.
“Any developer takes that into consideration, but
it isn’t a problem for us,” Wilson said.
He cited Springwoods Village’s proximity to The
Woodlands, Hardy Toll Road and the Grand Parkway as incentives for businesses to move to the area.
Wilson said additional tenants have not yet been
announced.

“I’m sure everybody wishes that the Houston
economy was stronger, but it is not a factor for us,”
Wilson said. “We’re uniquely positioned and fortunate to be rolling along.”
Myeshi Briley, president of the Spring-Klein
Chamber of Commerce, said she believes the current
economic slump because of the oil and gas industry
will end
“We’re building a lot of health care in the area,”
Briley said. “I don’t think it’s just going to be all oil
and gas in that area; there is a mixture of a couple of
things. I can’t wait to see it come to life and flourish.”
Projects opening, underway
Construction is wrapping up on a Courtyard by
Marriott hotel slated for a summer opening on Holzwarth Road. Additionally, work is underway on the
community’s first large retail space: The Market at
Springwoods Village.
As of late April, The Market at Springwoods Village was 71 percent leased, with Kroger confirmed as
the anchor, said Abe Pacetti, vice president of investments at Regency Centers, the shopping center’s
developer. The 171,000-square-foot shopping center
will include a mix of local, regional and national tenants, Pacetti said.
“We’ve had a tremendous reception from the retail
community, particularly restaurants, which want
to serve Springwoods Village and the surrounding
trade area,” Pacetti said.
Marketing materials prepared by Regency include
a site plan that identifies several potential tenants,
including Torchy’s Tacos, Mod Pizza and Coldstone
Creamery, but Pacetti said he could not comment on
or confirm those prospective tenants.
A ground breaking for the shopping center was
expected in April, but weather conditions after flooding in the area have delayed the development. Pacetti
said the grand opening for the center is planned for
the second quarter of 2017.
“The timeline is within our original expectation,”
Pacetti said. “Exxon[Mobil], CHI St. Luke’s, Southwestern Energy and the Grand Parkway are open;
those drivers, coupled with the existing residential
on the ground, have given us comfort to move forward with a [second quarter] 2017 opening.”
Springwoods Village’s first hotel, a Marriott Residence Inn, opened in November 2015 on Holzwarth
Road while a Courtyard by Marriott hotel will open
alongside it later this year. Both are developed by

A CLOSER LOOK AT

SPRINGWOODS

VILLAGE
Development continues on Springwoods Village,
the 1,800-acre master-planned community under
development by Coventry Development Corporation.
It features residential, office and retail space
alongside the new ExxonMobil and Southwestern
Energy campuses.

Woodbine Development Corporation.
“We’ve been very pleased [by the progress made
in] 2016. It’s ramping up accordingly ahead of schedule,” said King Scovell, Woodbine vice president of
development
Phase 1 of CHI St. Luke’s Health Springwoods Village Hospital opened in January on East Mossy Oaks
Road. The 23-acre medical complex will eventually
serve up to 50,000 workers and residents in the area.
The existing six-story building includes an emergency department, four operating rooms, primary
and specialty care facilities, diagnostic-imaging and
medical office space for independent physicians.
“It is our goal to not only serve the needs of this
growing community, but to also provide residents
in North Houston and South Montgomery [counties] with easier access to ambulatory services,” said
David Argueta, president of CHI St. Luke’s HealthThe Woodlands, Lakeside and Springwoods Village
hospitals.
CityPlace update
Construction on the street grid and infrastructure
for CityPlace, a 60-acre mixed-use area at the heart
of Springwoods Village, is underway, Wilson said.
CDC has partnered with The Patrinely Group on the
development.
The first project to open will be The Mark at CityPlace, a 268-unit apartment building on Springwoods Plaza Drive slated to open later this year.
Wilson said plans for office projects and a
full-service hotel are advancing, but no specific

No season has to be ALLERGY SEASON!
M a ke t h i s s e a s o n y o u r l a s t !
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8 THE MARKET AT
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announcements about plans for retail, office or hotel
tenants had been made as of April.
The site plan for CityPlace includes a total of
4 million square feet of commercial office space
and 400,000 square feet of retail space, including
several office buildings. CityPlace 1, a five-story,
149,500-square-foot building, and CityPlace 2, a
10-story, 291,000-square-foot building, have been
announced.
Patrinely Group President and CEO Robert Fields
said the lull in energy markets has been a factor in
the pace of development, but he said he remained
optimistic about the project based on strong interest
from tenants.
“While the energy markets have undoubtedly
slowed demand, we are very upbeat about the activity and interest in CityPlace,” Fields said.
The road infrastructure and lake planned for CityPlace were nearing completion in April.
Fields said the company hoped to have an
announcement about tenants soon.
“We have experienced an overwhelming response
to the retail portions of the development, and we
are actively discussing plans with several significant
tenants,” Fields said. “On the office side, while the
market is a little off at this time, we are still seeing
good activity and interest from a variety of large and
small tenants.”

RESIDENTIAL
1

AUDUBON GROVE
• Single-family homes built
by Taylor Morrison
• $450,000-$600,000
• 53 homes
• 42 homes sold
• Opened in summer 2014

CORPORATE
CAMPUSES
5 EXXONMOBIL

• Opened in 2014
• 10,000 employees
• 385-acre campus

6 SOUTHWESTERN

ENERGY
• Opened in 2014
• 1,500 employees initially
• 150,000-square-foot
campus
• Layoffs in February
affected 300 employees

2 HARPER WOODS

• Single-family homes
and townhouses built by
Sullivan Brothers
• $350,000-$600,000
• 88 homes
• 23 homes sold
• Opened in summer 2014

3 THE BELVEDERE

• Luxury apartments
developed by Martin Fein
• 342 units, including 1- to
3-bedroom apartments
• Opened in 2014
• 70 percent occupancy

MIXED-USE & RETAIL
7 CITYPLACE

• 60-acre mixed-use district
• 4 million square feet of
commercial space
• 400,000 square feet of
retail space
• Full-service hotel
planned
• CityPlace park planned,
lake under construction
in early 2016

4 THE MARK AT

CITYPLACE
• Luxury apartments
developed by Martin Fein
• 268 units, including
efficiency and 1- to 3bedroom apartments
• Scheduled to be
completed in 2016
• 8,051 square feet of
retail space on ground
floor

8 THE MARKET AT

SPRINGWOODS
VILLAGE
• 170,000 square feet
• Projected to open in
spring 2017
• Anchored by Kroger
grocery store

HOTELS
9 RESIDENCE INN BY

MARRIOTT
• 128 rooms
• Developed by Woodbine
Development Corporation
• Opened in November
2015
• Extended-stay hotel with
kitchenettes

10 COURTYARD

MARRIOTT
• 125 rooms
• Developed by Woodbine
Development Corporation
• Projected to open in
summer 2016
• Bistro and restaurant

OTHER
DEVELOPMENTS,
AMENITIES
11 SPRINGWOODS

VILLAGE NATURE
PRESERVE
• 150 acres
• Will connect to 46-mile
Spring Creek Greenway
• Trails to begin
construction in summer
2016
• Boat launch for canoes
and kayaks

12 SPRING GROVE

PARK
• Scheduled to be
completed by early 2017
• 21.5 acres
• Features dog park and
walking trails

13 FIRE AND EMS

STATION
• Opened April 2016
• Spring Fire Department
Station No. 70
• Cypress Creek EMS
Station No. 513
• 19,000-square-foot
station
• Two ambulance bays and
two medics on duty
• Fire chief, captain and six
firefighters on duty

14 CHI ST. LUKE’S

HEALTH
SPRINGWOODS
VILLAGE HOSPITAL
• Phase 1 completed in
2016
• 150,000 square feet
• Emergency department
with 18 beds
• Diagnostic imaging
• Office space for
independent physicians
• Primary and specialty
care

Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com

Sources: Springwoods Village, Regency Centers, Martin Fein, Taylor Morrison, Sullivan Brothers, Woodbine Development, CHI St. Luke’s Health, Patrinely Group, Cypress
Creek EMS/Community Impact Newspaper

LEARN. PLAY. EXPLORE.
Camp at the South Montgomery County Family YMCA
YMCA Day Camp is a fun and happy place for your child to enjoy their summer break.
• Educational Enrichment

• Archery

Register today at ymcahouston.org.

• Field Trips • Nature Exploration
YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs
that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.
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HISTORIC CRESTS

ENVIRONMENT

Major April flooding event wreaks
havoc across much of Houston
By Marie Leonard

A historic rainfall event hit northern Harris and south Montgomery
counties overnight April 17 and into
the morning of April 18, resulting in
flooded neighborhoods, streets and
numerous school closures.
More than 15 inches of rain fell
in some areas of Houston during
that time frame causing high water
levels in area creeks, according to
the National Weather Service. Water
levels in Spring Creek south of The
Woodlands remained above flood
stage for several days past the initial
rainfall event.
Although flooded homes were not a
major issue in The Woodlands during
the April 18 event, there is some
concern regarding development and
its relation to flooding in parts of the
Greater Houston area.
“My big concern with all the growth
Montgomery County is expecting is that
we’ll make the same mistakes Harris
County did [in] that we won’t require
the right kind of detention, and we’ll

destroy our wetlands and forest areas
for the sake of concrete and bring more
water down all these tributaries,” township Director Mike Bass said. “What is
our county going to do in terms of not
making the same mistakes?”
During The Woodlands Township
board of directors meeting April 27,
Jim Stinson, general manager of The
Woodlands Joint Powers Agency, gave
a presentation regarding flooding
concerns related to Panther Branch
and Bear Branch, two tributaries in
the community.
Since The Woodlands is a master-planned community, it has a master-planned drainage system that was
conceived prior to its development,
Stinson said. The intent was to build a
system to accommodate development
without negatively affecting residents
in The Woodlands or downstream.
“During a major event, all the
underground pipes are full,” Stinson said. “They are not intended to
function during a major event like
[Tropical Storm] Allison or what we

ON SPRING CREEK

Spring Creek runs along the Harris-Montgomery county line just south of The Woodlands.
Flood level for this part of the creek is 95 feet. Over the past century, the creek has experienced the following historical crests:

108 FEET

May 30, 1929

THIS YEAR

123 FEET

99 FEET

Oct. 18, 1994

Sept. 14, 2008

103 FEET

103 FEET

June 9, 2001

April 19, 2016

Source: National Weather Service/Community Impact Newspaper

saw on April 18. The neighborhood
streets become the conduit to convey
stormwater.”
For some residents in the Village of
Cochran’s Crossing across from The
Woodlands High School, flooding is a
major problem, resident Ken Gayagos
said. Some homes have flooded three
or four times and it is unclear where
the water is coming from, he said.
Stinson said TWJPA plans to

investigate what can be done to fix the
problem by studying rainfall data and
water elevation levels.
“For the residents who live in those
properties, being flooded once is
horrific, twice is a catastrophe, three
times is ridiculous and fourth is
enough,” township Director Gordy
Bunch said. “We have one area we
need to resolve quickly. We need to
get that fixed.”
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PARKS AND RECREATION

Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot
Excellent Lake Conroe
Area Schools

Northshore Park, The Woodlands
Lakeside Blvd.
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Standards Committee.
Sponsorship signage is not unfamiliar in the township, which has existing
agreements with sponsors for several
major events, such as The Woodlands
Financial Group Muddy Trails Bash and
the CB&I Triathlon, Nunes said.
The projected cost for a 7,000-squarefoot boathouse is $851,060, leaving
approximately $300,000 for Parati Competitive Rowing and The Rowing Club
of The Woodlands to pay and $50,000
for the township to fund. Regardless of
the additional cost, several township
directors were in favor of the larger facility to accommodate future growth.
“I’ve never been part of building, to
this point, a project where I thought
we built too much,” township Director
Ed Robb said.
A 7,000-square-foot facility would
provide an extra 1,000 square feet for
use by the township to possibly rent
space to kayak owners or serve as a
third boat rental facility. However,
township staff is not confident a third
boat rental facility would be profitable
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Rowing clubs in The Woodlands are
one step closer to having a permanent
boathouse facility at Northshore Park
on Lake Woodlands.
The Woodlands Township board of
directors voted April 27 to negotiate a
10-year naming rights agreement with
Woodforest National Bank to construct a 7,000-square-foot boathouse.
“Rowing in the community has been
at Northshore Park for the better part
of 30 years,” said Chris Nunes, parks
and recreation department director.
“This is a historic activity, and there’s
been much debate about a boathouse at
Northshore Park since that time.”
Township officials said the facility
could be completed by summer 2017.
Although the township set aside
$1.2 million in the 2015 budget for renovations to Northshore Park, there was
no funding included for the boathouse.
Woodforest officials are committed to
contributing $500,000 for the project in
lieu of a signage agreement that would
be approved by the township’s Design

La

By Marie Leonard

Marie Leonard/Community Impact Newspaper

Township in negotiations to build
boathouse at Northshore Park

Rowing clubs like Parati will be able to use the proposed boathouse facility on Lake Woodlands.

with the Riva Row and Lakes Edge
boathouses already in operation.
Tony Montano with Parati Competitive Rowing said the club has put
The Woodlands on the map with its
success and is looking forward to the
boathouse facility.
“We hope to bring home the
national championship and continue
building the reputation of The Woodlands and Parati,” he said. “We have

done all this out of a cramped rowing
facility made out of leaky shipping
containers. We are very excited about
the boathouse project.”
Robb said the project is magnificent
for the community.
“I want to congratulate those who
have been advocates for rowing for
these number of years and also for
this achievement of having this great
sponsor,” he said.
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Where Your Backyard is the Great Outdoors
Save Up To 20%
Off Opening Prices
Buy Now Build Later

LongmireEstates.com

CALL NOW

844.321.LAND
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GOVERNMENT

The Woodlands Township
contemplates future path
to eventual incorporation
By Marie Leonard

Although The Woodlands
has until 2057 to incorporate before it can potentially
be annexed by the city of
Houston, local officials have
begun evaluating the process
to become a city.
The topic of incorporation has come up in regard
to the Montgomery County
Thoroughfare Plan, which
includes several road projects
The Woodlands opposes.
However, several township
directors believe there are
additional reasons for the
informal discussion on the
subject.
“I think it has less to do with
roads than the frustration of
not having a seat at the table
where decisions are being made
by others which may adversely
impact us,” township Director
Mike Bass said. “This is a bigger issue than the Woodlands
Parkway extension.”
Township Director John
McMullan said The Woodlands will receive better,
more responsive and more
accountable governance when
it becomes a city.
“Montgomery County’s
stubborn insistence on routing
non-Woodlands-bound traffic
through our community
against the will of our residents certainly plays a role in
increased interest in incorporating,” he said. “The desire
to have greater control over
roadways is one of the reasons
why there has been increased
interest in incorporating.”
Governance history
Founded in 1974 by George
Mitchell, The Woodlands
is a master-planned community that encompasses
25,000 acres in a wooded area
formerly used by the Grogan
Cochran Lumber Company.
Mitchell developed the community with a $50 million
loan from a federal Housing

and Urban Development program, and it has since become
home to 110,000 residents
although it is not a city.
After its inception, several
community associations were
established to provide services
to Woodlands residents along
with a Town Center Improvement District that promoted
economic development. All the
organizations were merged in
2010 under what had become
the township’s umbrella.
The Woodlands Township is a special-purpose
district that was created in
2007 through legislation,
a referendum and regional
participation agreements
with the cities of Houston or
Conroe. These agreements
also released The Woodlands
from potential annexation
by Houston and Conroe
until 2057 in exchange for a
portion of the community’s
sales tax.
“The township was created
through enabling legislation
that was focused around giving
us not all powers that a city has,
but certain powers, and
to avoid annexation,” Bass said.
The push to avoid annexation by Houston does
differ from Mitchell’s original
vision for The Woodlands. He
envisioned the community
would one day be annexed
by Houston, according to
Roger Galatas’ book, “The
Woodlands: The Inside Story
of Creating a Better Hometown.”
Although The Woodlands
sits in a different county than
the city of Houston, cities in
Texas can have extraterritorial jurisdiction outside their
boundaries, which is land
that can be annexed by the
city in the future. Prior to the
opening of The Woodlands,
Mitchell asked Houston City
Council to extend its extraterritorial jurisdiction to
encompass The Woodlands’

The Woodlands

governance

milestones
1970

1975

Changing
intoacity

Incorporating into a city would require numerous changes, one of which includes form of governance. The Woodlands Township has
a board of directors with seven elected officials. Texas law states incorporated general law cities have a city council that consists of
a mayor and four council members. A home rule city can have as many council members as its city charter allows.

Townshipboardofdirectors(seventotal)
Positions selected by the 7 board members, not voters

Board
chairman

Vice
chairman

Treasurer

Secretary

Director

Director

Director

Vs.
Generallawcitycouncil(5total)
Mayor

Council member

Council member

boundaries, according to
Galatas’ book.
However, over time the
community’s view on annexation by Houston changed—
partially in response to the
controversial annexation of
neighboring master-planned
community Kingwood in
1996—and the 2007 agreements took that risk off the
table for 50 years.
Ultimately, voters in The
Woodlands will decide if the
community should incorporate if the township board
calls for a vote to place the
item on the ballot. There is
no concrete timeline at this
point, but the topic is on the
board’s mind.
“It could be in five years, it
could be in three years or it

The council member who
receives the most votes may
become the mayor.

could be in 10 years,” township
Director Laura Fillault said.
“None of the board members
want to be rash about how
we’re pursuing this. I think
we all acknowledge we have to
keep moving in that direction
because we will have to incorporate someday. There are too
many unknowns right now,
but we don’t want to let it sit on
the sidelines.”
Pathway to incorporation
There are two types of cities
in the state of Texas: general
law and home rule.
“The basic difference
between the two is that in
a general law city, your only
authority is that granted to you
in the statutes,” Bass said. “In a
home rule city, your authority

Council member

Council member

is anything your [city] charter
provides as long as it’s not in
conflict with [state] statutes.”
The Texas Constitution
only allows communities to
incorporate as general law
cities which have populations
of 5,000 or less. However, The
Woodlands has a population
of roughly 110,000 people.
“If you think about the fact
that you can only incorporate as a general law city and
statutes say they are for cities
of 5,000 or less, how do we
get incorporated?” Bass said.
“There’s some gray area that
someone could ultimately challenge an election as valid … We
need to have legislation that
clearly shows how you can have
a safe election for a general law
city given these ambiguities.”
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1996

2000

Neighboring master-planned community
Kingwood is annexed by the city of Houston.

1980

1985

1990

1974

The master-planned community known as
The Woodlands opens in south Montgomery
County.

The Woodlands’ community associations begin
drafting a plan to consider options for future
community governance.

1995

1999

There are two types of cities in Texas: general law and home rule.

Generallaw:

Homerule:

Population of 5,000 or less

Population of more than 5,000

Council has one mayor and four
council members

Council can have as many council
members as granted in the charter

No city charter

Has a city charter drafted and
approved by voters

Cannot annex territory in its
extraterritorial jurisdiction unless residents request to be annexed

Can annex land in its ETJ without
consent or a vote from residents

The assets and personnel of
the township would also need
to be transferred to the new
city, much like what happened when the Town Center
Improvement District merged
with the township.
Bass said the township’s
enabling legislation from
2007 did not provide a path to
incorporation, which is why
additional laws and research
are needed. Furthermore,
McMullan suggested during
the April board of directors
meeting that the township’s
resident survey, which is
conducted every two years,
include several incorporation-related questions on it
this year to find out resident
attitudes on the topic.
McMullan said he believes

Authority is anything in the city’s
charter as long as it is not in conflict
with state statutes

The Woodlands should incorporate once the benefits of
doing so outweigh the costs.
“Based on what I know
today, we have probably
reached the point where the
benefits exceed the costs,”
he said. “That being said, the
township board should solicit
input from a variety of advisers with the goal of obtaining
a better understanding of the
expected benefits and costs
of incorporating.”
If the township places
incorporation on a future
ballot a simultaneous
election may be held to
select a mayor and council
members. A general law
city has a mayor and four
council members—two fewer
positions than the existing

The Woodlands Township assumes all responsibilities of the former community associations.

2010

2005

2007

The city of Houston and municipal utility
districts in The Woodlands sign a moratorium
agreement to prevent annexation by Houston.

TypesofTexascities

City’s authority is granted in the state
statutes

2000

2010

Approved legislation allows The Woodlands to
participate in regional participation agreements
with the cities of Houston and Conroe to establish
The Woodlands Township. These agreements
postpone the threat of annexation until 2057.

2015

2020

2014

The Woodlands became eligible to incorporate
as a city. However, an incorporation election
has never been called by the board of directors.
A change in governance structure remains an
option through 2057.

Developing a city charter
The process to create a city charter begins after a city has more than 5,000 residents and is considered a home rule city.
The charter is drafted by a committee of 15 individuals who may be either appointed or elected and does not include existing city council members. The charter will have to be voted on by residents. The following issues may be included
in a city’s charter:

Number of
council members

If council members are
designated at-large or by
districts

If there a city
manager or city
administrator

If there are debt
ceilings or revenue
ceilings

If there are term
limits for
council members

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

township board of directors.
The Woodlands could
then start down the path of
becoming a home rule city
by drafting a city charter that
would also need approval
from residents.
“These are not simple
documents,” Bass said. “They
have a lot of political ramifications and lots of differences
that are philosophical in
terms of how residents want
to run their cities.”
Costs to incorporate
The township last completed a study and gathered
resident feedback on the topic
of incorporation in 2011-12,
at which time a majority of
residents opposed it.
Township board chairman

existing form of government
served their needs at a low
cost,” Robb said. “The final
decision of when to incorporate will be made by our
residents at such a time that
they determine is right.”
However, several directors
believe the study was flawed—
primarily in regard to the
projected tax rate after incorporation—which stated taxes
would increase by 70 percent.
Township Director Gordy
Bunch said the projected
increase would only affect the
township’s tax rate of 23 cents
per $100 of property valuation, not the total tax bill.
“We’re talking hundreds of
dollars, not thousands of dollars,” Bunch said. “There’s no
indication that being locally

“The final decision of when to
incorporate will be made by our
residents at such a time that
they determine is right.”
—Ed Robb, The Woodlands Township board chairman

Ed Robb said he has no doubt
The Woodlands will incorporate, but it is just a question of
timing.
“[The] study conducted in
2011 indicated residents did
not support incorporation
at that time as they felt the

governed [as a city] would
come anywhere close to costing as much as being annexed
by Conroe or Houston.”
Other ambiguities relate
to several special powers
the township was granted
during its creation that cities

do not have. One example is
no restrictions on 1 cent of
sales tax the township collects
for economic development
purposes.
“[The township’s] 1 cent tax
has no restrictions; we can use
it any way we want to,” Bass
said. “If you lose the 1 cent of
sales tax, what’s the impact on
property tax? It goes up.”
Additionally, the township
has no restrictions on its
hotel occupancy tax collections as opposed to incorporated cities.
“[These ambiguities] are
ignored in the 2012 study,”
Bass said. “Their assumption
was that we would retain all
that. Now, when you talk to
lawyers and political advisers,
some of this won’t be easy or
doable at all.”
Although they recognize
there will be challenges on
the road to incorporation and
do not want to speculate on
timing, directors said they
want to keep moving in that
direction in a measured way.
“I don’t want to leave this to
future generations to resolve
when those of us who were
here at the beginning can see
it through, especially if we
have eminent threats to quality of life in our community,”
Bunch said.
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THE
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HUNTERWOOD

154
S. ARROW
CANYON
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13315
TIMBERWILD
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$1,225,000
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WOODLANDS
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LAKES AT SPRING TRAIL
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THE WOODLANDS
WOODLANDS

7
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28150
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EMERY MILL
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LAKES OF
STERLING
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THE
WOODLANDS

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.
Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.
Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

VINTAGE PARK 281.440.1221
THE WOODLANDS 936.447.9625

heritagetexas.com

®

®

110 LAKE
STERLING
GATE
47 VALLEY
MEAD
PL. || $930,000
$379,900
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CITY & COUNTY

News from The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County

Compiled by Marie Leonard

The Woodlands Township directors make final tweaks to residential opinion survey
THE WOODLANDS The Woodlands Township
board of directors had the opportunity to weigh in
on a draft of a public opinion survey during
an April 21 meeting.
The survey includes questions regarding

development in The Woodlands, public safety,
transportation, shopping and services provided by
the township. Responses are used for future budgeting and planning, according to the township.
During the April 27 board of directors meeting,

FILING A CLAIM
Homeowners can file a flood insurance claim by following these three steps:
Contact your insurance company to file a claim. An adjuster should contact
you within several days of filing.
Separate damaged from undamaged property as the adjuster will need
evidence of the damage to assess repair estimates.
The adjuster will provide a proof of loss form for official claim damages.
Homeowners need to file the claim with their insurance company within
60 days of the flood.

staff presented the final version of the survey along
with a recommendation of a selected consultant.
Additionally, board chairman Ed Eobb will put
together a residential survey task force for the
initiative.

Montgomery, Harris counties recover
from historic flood levels, damage
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
A historic rainfall event hit northern Harris and south Montgomery
counties overnight April 17 and into
the morning of April 18, resulting in
flooded neighborhoods, streets and
numerous school closures.
More than 15 inches of rain fell
in some areas of Houston during
that time frame causing high water

levels in area creeks, according to
the National Weather Service. Water
levels in Spring Creek remained well
above the flood level of 95 feet for
several days after the rain ended.
Residents in Montgomery County
who experienced flood damage to
their home can visit mctxoem.org to
submit a residential damage report or
call 936-523-3916.

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Directors discussing naming guidelines for township facilities, parks and trails
THE WOODLANDS The Woodlands Township board of directors discussed several options
regarding naming of facilities, parks and trails
during its April 21 regular meeting. The board
voted to have township staff come back with
a combination of three options at a future meeting
for final consideration.
The proposed policy included: recognizing
individuals with a history of community service or

contributions; commemorating deceased individuals who contributed services to the community
or a facility’s best interests; or continuing to offer
recognition through the existing Gifts for Our
Community program.
The agenda item initially referred to the options as
policies, which was a concern for several directors.
“I believe this is a slippery slope waiting for an
explosion of some sort to occur later that we cannot

anticipate,” township Director Jeff Long said. “I’m
just not too thrilled with going down this path.”
Township Director Ann Snyder said naming
decisions tend to be one of the most controversial
items for any board to consider.
“If the township board believes there is someone in
the community who needs to be recognized, we can
do that,” she said. “I don’t think we need all of this to
decide if we name it after a certain individual or not.”

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
The Woodlands Township

Typically meets the fourth Wednesday
of the month at 6 p.m.
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.,
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Montgomery County
Commissioners Court

Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month.
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe
www.mctx.org

Oak Ridge North City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth
Monday of every month.

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@Impactnews_wdl

27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge
www.oakridgenorth.com

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands

BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL
Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options
to complete your undergraduate or
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.
LSC- University Center • 3232 College Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Attend one of our free
information sessions
Saturday, May 7 • Noon
Saturday, June 18 • Noon
MBA Open House Saturday,
Saturday, May 28 • 11:30 am

Sign up online at
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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CALENDAR

through 31
Operation Military Embrace

Carlton, Hofferkamp and Jenks Wealth
Management teams up with Operation
Military Embrace for National Military
Appreciation Month. Community
members can donate items for care
packages, which are sent overseas.
8 a.m.-5 p.m. (Mon.-Thu.), 8 a.m.3:30 p.m. (Fri.). Free (to donate).
Carlton, Hofferkamp and Jenks Wealth
Management, 10200 Grogan’s Mill Road,
Ste. 340, The Woodlands. 281-298-2700.
www.chjwealthmanagement.com

12

Story time

The Woodands Mall Barnes
and Noble store hosts Miss Sam, the
story lady, in the children’s department
for stories, cookies and milk. 11 a.m.
Free. The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 3008,
The Woodlands. 281-465-8744.
www.barnesandnoble.com

12

through June 2
Country and western
dance lessons

Dental Implants
3-D Cone beam

state of the art technology

Dental & Periodontal Services

Outback Western Wear hosts 90-minute
dance lessons every Thursday. Mature
teens and adults are invited to learn
basic country and western dance moves.
Water is provided as well as beer for
participants age 21 and older. Preregistration is required. 7-8:30 p.m. $40
for the entire month. Outback Western
Wear, 30405 Dobbin Hufsmith Road,
Magnolia. 281-259-9378.
www.outbackww.com

13

College Park Dr.
I-45

Acheivement Dr.

3117 College Park Dr. Suite 230
The Woodlands, TX. 77384.

Located on 242, behind Panera Bread

Builders of all ages take Lego
construction to the next level with
the Lego Education WeDo Computer
Software. Children develop their
engineering and technology skills
as well as language and literacy by
working on theme-based challenges.
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free (members and
children age 1 and younger), $6
(nonmembers). The Woodlands
Children Museum, 4775 W. Panther
Creek Drive, Ste. 280, The Woodlands.
281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

13

Call Today: (936) 231-8937
www.specialistsimplantcenter.com

Lego Time

through June 4
‘Chicago’

The Owen Theatre presents the classic
musical, “Chicago.” The play tells the
story of Roxie Hart, who is convicted
of murder in 1920s Chicago. Hart and
another prisoner vie for the spotlight and
fame while in prison. 8 p.m. (May 13,
14, 20, 21, 27, 28, June 3 and 4), 2 p.m.
(May 22 and 29). $18-$22. The Owen
Theatre, 225 Metcalf St., Conroe.
936-539-4090. www.owentheatre.com

13

Kids Night Out

The Woodlands Township
Recreation Center offers Kids Night
Out for children ages 4-10. The
program features entertaining games
and arts and crafts. The program
fee includes dinner, and event
organizers recommend children wear
comfortable clothing. Preregistration
is required. 6-10 p.m. $30 (resident),
$35 (nonresident). The Woodlands
Township Recreation Center, 5310
Research Forest Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

14

Battle of the Bugs crawfish
cookoff

Ten teams compete for one title in this
inaugural crawfish cookoff. The family
event features bounce houses and sno
cones for children. A portion of the
proceeds benefits Running With Purpose
365. Noon-6 p.m. $30 (all you can eat
crawfish). Exit 73 Bar & Grill, 24714 I-45,
Spring. 281-419-8445

15

Beginning pottery
technique class

Participants paint a 13-inch sushi platter
during this beginner’s class. Attendees
learn basic techniques in a relaxed
environment. Preregistration is required.
1-3 p.m. $35. Potteryland Studio, 1027
Sawdust Road, Ste. 1, The Woodlands.
281-419-7965. potteryland-studio.com

18

Prelude Sing-A-Long
family concert

Presented by Prelude Music Classes for
Children, children and parents join in an

interactive musical experience with a singalong concert. 10:45 a.m. Free (members
and children age 1 and younger), $6
(nonmembers). The Woodlands Children
Museum, 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive,
Ste. 280, The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

20

Bike to Work Day

20

Moonlight bike ride

Local participants join the
rest of North America for National Bike
to Work Day by riding bikes to work.
Riders can pick up a T-shirt, bicycling
information and refreshments. Riders are
encouraged to RSVP online with shirt
size. 6:30-9 a.m. Free. Whole Foods
Market, 1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste.
100, The Woodlands. Black Walnut Cafe,
9000 New Trails Drive, The Woodlands.
www.bikethewoodlands.org

The Woodlands Cycling Club
hosts a 5-mile moonlight bike ride to
celebrate National Bike Month. 8 p.m.
Free. Black Walnut Cafe, 9000 New Trails
Drive, The Woodlands.
www.bikethewoodlands.org

21

Heartsaver CPR, AED course

21

Heartsaver first aid

This course offers participants
a chance to earn American Heart
Association certification and to learn
how to use an automated external
defibrillator, a portable electronic device
that can save lives. Preregistration is
required. 9 a.m.-noon. The Woodlands
Emergency Training Center. 16135 I-45
S., The Woodlands. 281-210-5820.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Participants of this course earn
American Heart Association certification in
first aid. This course is designed to meet
OSHA regulations and teach basic first
aid skills. Noon-3:30 p.m. The Woodlands
Emergency Training Center. 16135 I-45 S.,
The Woodlands. 281-210-5820.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

FEATURED Event
May

14

through 15
Memorial Hermann
Ironman Texas

The race brings together triathletes from
across the nation. The Ironman triathlon
consists of a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile
bike ride and a 26.2-mile run within a
17-hour time frame. Residents are invited
to cheer for the athletes. For information
on roads affected by the race, visit
thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov. 6:25 a.m.midnight (May 14 race), 12:30-1:30 p.m.
(May 15 awards presentation). Free (for
spectators). Northshore Park, 2505 Lake
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands (race
start). 303-444-4316. www.ironman.com

Courtesy Memorial Hermann Ironman Texas
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Courtesy The Woodlands Township
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21

Bike The Woodlands Day

Participants are invited to visit
exhibitors, including bike shops and
other local businesses. Attendees can
participate in a scavenger hunt, basic
bike maintenance demonstrations, a
bike tour of The Woodlands, chat with
exhibitors and receive a complimentary
T-shirt if registered in advance.
Registration is available online.
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Whole Foods
Market, 1925 Hughes Landing Blvd.,
Ste. 100, The Woodlands.
www.bikethewoodlands.org

28

Embrace Your Pregnancy

The Woodlands Parenting Project
presents this event to answer questions
for existing mothers and provide tips
to help mothers achieve their goals for
pregnancy, birth and parenthood. Guests
can also meet experts in fields, such as
childbirth education, acupuncture, yoga,
parenting and nutrition. Preregistration is
recommended. 10 a.m.-Noon. $15

28

Yoga for Bikers

Attendees join instructor
Lisa Clifford at the Woodlands Yoga
Studio for a class that complements a
biker’s training regimen. Preregistration
is required and can be done online.
The event is one of many during the
month of May to promote bicycling
in The Woodlands. 1 p.m. Free. The
Woodlands Yoga Studio, 25126
Grogans Park Drive, The Woodlands.
936-271-1485.
www.thewoodlandsyogastudio.com

Food Bank sort, process and pack
food. Each volunteer is required to wear
closed-toe shoes, long pants, and no
jewelry. Before volunteering, enjoy lunch
with the group at the Dinner Bell Café
and Bakery. Participants are responsible
for the cost of their lunch. Call the Senior
Adult Program in advance to register.
Transportation is provided for individuals
over 50 years old. 281-893-3726.
www.hcp4.net

June

07

Sports Cinema Series

07

Volunteer efforts

Attendees enjoy the library’s
Sports Cinema Series with “The Blind
Side,” starring Sandra Bullock. Popcorn
is provided. The movie is rated PG-13,
and children age 12 and younger must
be accompanied by an adult. 1:30-4 p.m.
Free. Mitchell Library, 8125 Ashlane Way,
The Woodlands. 936-442-7728.
www.countylibrary.org/mitchell.htm

Residents of Harris County
Precinct 4 are invited to visit the Houston

Worth the TRIP

Online Calendar
May

28

Find more or submit
The Woodlands events at
communityimpact.com/wdl.

Heritage Date

Wunderlich Farms holds its third
annual Heritage Day. This year,
the event steps back to the 1940s, and
visitors can experience the music, cars,
people and soldiers of that era. Attendees
experience World War II while exploring
the marketplace and visiting with the
townspeople. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Entry fee is
$1 and one canned good item. Wunderlich
Farms, 18218 Theiss Mail Route Road,
Klein. 832-249-5800.
www.kleinhistorical.org

To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition,
they must be submitted online by
the fourth Friday of the month.
Courtesy Wunderlich Farms

Courtesy Bike The Woodlands

(tickets include free childcare). Kidville-The
Woodlands, 4747 Research Forest Drive,
The Woodlands. brainchildparenting.com

Sponsored by

Community IMPACT 2.1709 x 11.25”
46jdollar@judestudios.com
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LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

MAY 20

May
12
13
14
17
19
20
21
24

Country Music Night
Johnnie and the Spinsations
Next Level Band
Heather Raylen
Country music with Jack Nelson
Phatso
Checkerd Past
Special Guest Stolen
Rhodes Acoustic Act
25 Daniel Blanchard
27 Rachel Rose Band

SYMPHONIE
FANTASTIQUE

HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.
Andrés Orozco-Estrada,
conductor
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn
seating courtesy of The
Wortham Foundation

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

MAY 27

2005 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

(full production,
English subtitles)

May
12 “An Evening with the

TOSCA

© HGO, Tosca 2015
Photo: Lynn Lane

HOUSTON
GRAND
OPERA
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn
seating courtesy of The
Wortham Foundation

JUNE 7

Star Wars
AND MORE:

A JOHN WILLIAMS TRIBUTE
HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine & lawn
seating

Houston Ballet”
Dave Matthews Band
Hall & Oates
Florence & The Machine
“Symphonie Fantastique”
Journey
Joe Walsh & Bad Company
Tosca

13
15
17
20
21
24
27
June
04 Jimmy Buffett
07 “Star Wars & More: A John
Williams Tribute”

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com
May
13
14
15
20
21
28
June
03
08
09
10
12

Terri Clark
Joe Ely
Mr. Sipp
Blue Water Highway Band
Will Hoge
Rick Braun, Kirk Whalum,
Norman Brown
Cody Canada & the Departed
The Black Lillies
Mark Farner
Mark Farner
Acoustic Alchemy

Dosey Doe Music Cafe

www.woodlandscenter.org
Tickets can be purchased at The Pavilion Box
Office, all Ticketmaster outlets, by calling 800745-3000 or online at www.ticketmaster.com.
app store and Google Play

463 FM 1488, Conroe
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com
May
13 Paul Thorn
14 Parker McCollum
17 Jason Eady & Courtney

FEATURED Event
J U N E Weezer and
Panic! At The
Disco

10

Andrew McMahon in The
Wilderness opens for the
two bands. 7 p.m. $25-$75.
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion. 9595 Six Pines Drive,
The Woodlands. 281-363-3300.
www.woodlandscenter.org
Patton’s Supper Club
Troy McConnell
The Powell Brothers
Jarekus Singleton
Leigh Nash with Gabe Dixon
Sarah Kelly Music School
Texas Music Christian
Association
25 Brad Cole
27 The Boxers
31 Jason Eady & Courtney
Patton’s Supper Club

19
20
21
22
23
24

June
03 Bart Crow
04 Joe Pug & Mandolin
Orange-Co Bill

07 Scott Brown “Storytelling”
with Sundance Head

08 Summer Ashley

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St., Tomball
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
May
12
14
18
19
20
21
25
26
27
28
June

Dirty River Boys
Jake Penrod
Mickey and the Motorcars
Ray Wylie Hubbard
Monte Montgomery
Bonnie Bishop
Chris Knight
The Steel Wheels
Shake Russell/Michael Hearne
Johnny Rodriguez

GenuWine Tasting Room
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia
832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com
May
04 Sheri Lavo
05 Dan & Chris Duo
06 Sheri Lavo & Ain’t Nobody’s
07
11
12
13
14
18
19
20
21
25
26
27

Business
Cody Jasper
Sheri Lavo
Jeannine Higgins
Brenda Guy
Leslie Krafka Duo
Aaron White
Damon
Joe Bailey
Coleton Black
Aaron White
Ryan Wilcox
Louis Lamb &
The Gentle Lamb Experience
Fire NR Bones

28
June
01 MP2 Duo
02 Duane Dulane
03 Sheri Lavo & Ain’t Nobody’s
Business

04 Sean Harrold

01

Whiskey Myers Band:
Cody Cannon

02
03
04
08

Mark Jones
Ruthie Foster
Quebe Sisters Band
Brandon Rhyder

Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive,
The Woodlands
marketstreet-thewoodlands.com
May
12
19
26
June
02

The Chromatics
Luther and the Healers
Gypsy Kings Johnny Cash

Already Gone (The Eagles
tribute band)
09 The Brew

xxxxxxxxxx

Crescent Moon Wine Bar

Compiled by Gabrielle Browne
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Viennese iced
moccacino

Dragon’s Breath

By Abigail Loop

By Abigail Loop

Fielding’s Local
Kitchen + Bar

Coffeeshop Company

F

The Viennese iced moccacino is made with a
shot of espresso and ice cream.
Valley Wood Dr.
45

Borough Park Dr.
Briar Rock Rd.

26817 I-45 S., The Woodlands
832-616-3944
www.coffeeshopcompany.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sat. 7 a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.

ielding’s Local Kitchen + Bar
in the Village of Creekside
Park is a new American eatery
that offers a variety of farm to market
meals and handcrafted cocktails.
One of its more popular drinks is
the Dragon’s Breath cocktail, which
is made with Red-Handed Texas
bourbon, St. Germain Elderflower
liqueur, Cointreau, simple syrup and
smoked ice.
“The drink is not only popular,
but is a good starting drink and also
a good nightcap,” bar Manager Dan
Richie said.
Although the drink costs $14, it is
half off during happy hour, which is
held from 3-7 p.m. Monday through
Friday, Richie said.
In addition to the restaurant’s drink
menu, customers can enjoy different
food options as well. Menu items
include pasta, pizza and steaks, and
brunch is offered on weekends.

The Dragon’s Breath cocktail is handcrafted
and is on the menu for $14.
Creeks
ide Forest

New Harmony Trail

Kuykendahl Rd.

Photos by Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

C

offeeshop Company offers
a variety of Viennese coffees,
iced coffees, teas, shakes and
lemonades.
One of its popular sweet and cold
drinks is the Viennese iced moccacino, which features a shot of
espresso, one scoop of ice cream,
whipped cream and chocolate flakes
on top.
The drink is served in both regular
and large glasses, which cost $4.40
and $4.95, respectively.
Coffeeshop Company general manager Sean Minor said the coffee shop
focuses on presentation and offers
many coffee and tea options.
“Our presentation sets us apart,
we have a lot of different glasses for
drinks,” Minor said. “While hot coffee
is still our most popular [item] right
now, we are also planning a new menu
for the future with a beer and wine list
as well.”

26400 Kuykendahl Road,
The Woodlands
281-351-2225
www.fieldingslocal.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.11 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
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Hosted by

Presented by

SPONSORSHIPS
AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,500

Foursome $1,200
Individual $300

19th Hole Sponsor: Duke `92 and Sanette `92 Austin

Double Eagle Sponsor: Woodforest National Bank
Our
Sponsors Par Sponsor: BRANDT | E&C, Inc.

John `75 and Dana Hoyt – HGS Storage, Inc.

Carlton Woods - Creekside
One Carlton Woods Drive ◆ The Woodlands, TX
Monday, June 6, 2016 ◆ 10 a.m. Shotgun Start
For more information or to register, contact

The Office of the President at 936.294.4758 or events@shsu.edu

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY

49

The Woodlands Edition • May 2016

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

April events in The Woodlands

Photo Courtesy Conroe ISD

Compiled by Beth Marshall

The South Montgomery County Family YMCA held the annual Dancing With The Woodlands Stars fundraiser
April 7 at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott. The event raised more than $60,000 for YMCA programs.

Photo Courtesy St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School

Photo Courtesy South Montgomery County YMCA

Students and educators received scholarships and recognition during Conroe ISD’s
annual Education Foundation Scholarship Breakfast on April 26.

Photo Courtesy Paul Lester

Photo Courtesy South Montgomery County YMCA

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School celebrated 15 years with a Crystal Gala at
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center on April 30.

Healthy Kids Day took place at the South Montgomery County Family YMCA at Shadowbend on April 30 to
encourage healthy lifestyles with fitness challenges, cooking demonstrations and arts and crafts.

Children enjoy the Zaxby’s Junior Pro-Am event as part of the weeklong Insperity
Invitational Tournament held in The Woodlands from May 2-8.

Locally Owned
& Operated
SINC E 2005

UNIQU E
5200 Louetta Road, Ste. 138
Spring, Texas 77379
281-370-4447 • www.StillGoode.com
Follow StillGoode Consignments

FURN I TU R E • H OME D E C O R • AN T I QU E S

OPEN DAILY!

MON-THURS 10AM TO 6PM • FRI-SAT 10AM TO 5PM • SUN 1PM TO 5PM
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PEOPLE

Jacki Bradbury

Family business finds success in The Woodlands

J

acki Bradbury is no
stranger to embarking
on new ventures. She
started her entrepreneurial
career at age 16 with a gardening business.
As owner and founder of
Bradbury Brothers Heating
and Air Conditioning, Bradbury and Sons Painting and
Bradbury Thornton Plumbing
Services, she and her family
have been in business together
for more than 30 years.
“I had no intention of going
into air conditioning,” Bradbury said. “I knew nothing
about air conditioning, but
I knew business.”
Bradbury originally got
into the air conditioning
business in California after
she and her first husband
divorced, and she had three
young sons—Todd, Jason and

Michael—to raise.
“I had to raise three boys,
and I knew I needed a career,
not a job,” Bradbury said.
Now, Todd, Jason and
Michael share ownership
of the business conglomerate
with their mom. The family
relocated to The Woodlands
about five years ago, and the
company has been thriving
ever since.
“For small businesses, I
think I’ve built a culture in
my boys that we’ve been able
to capture this community
because we really are family-owned and family-operated,” Bradbury said.
The Bradbury businesses
are associated with The
Woodlands Area Chamber
of Commerce, and Bradbury
Brothers Heating and Air
Conditioning received the

Small Business of the Year
award from Lone Star College-Montgomery in 2015.
Bradbury won the Heating
Ventilation Air Conditioning
and Refrigeration (HVACR)
Woman of the Year award
in 2015. She was also elected
to serve as vice president of
Kiwanis of The Woodlands
and South Montgomery
County in 2013.
“We are a part of this community,” Bradbury said. “We
don’t just say we’re from The
Woodlands. We are from The
Woodlands. We own homes in
The Woodlands. Our kids go
to school in The Woodlands.”
Bradbury’s company
services commercial and residential properties in Conroe,
Cypress, Magnolia, Montgomery, Oak Ridge North,
Pinehurst, Shenandoah,

Courtesy Jacki Bradbury

By Beth Marshall

Jacki Bradbury has been recognized for her success across the community.

Spring, The Woodlands and
Tomball. The three Bradbury
businesses employ approximately 50 skilled and trained
workers, and they are treated
like family, Bradbury said.
“We want people who are
ambitious and passionate and
want to do well,” Bradbury
said. “I believe that …we have
taken a blue-collar industry,

Prepare Now for Summer!
Hiring All Positions!
Apply Now!
HOME OF
Woodlands Infant Aquatics

INDOOR HEATED

FACI
LITY
•

OP
EN
YEA
RR
OU
ND

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes
With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

ONE MONTH FREE
and bonus look & lease offer!

YOUTH:

Infant Aquatic Survival • Swim/Float/Swim
Private Lessons • Learn to Swim
Group Lessons • Strokes Mechanics
Competitive Team Training

ADULTS:

Private Lessons • Learn to Swim
Masters Swim • Triathlon Training
Aquatrend Aquatic Workout
Private Training
Hanna
Todd St.

25145 Panther Bend Court,
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Rd.

26447 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North, 77385
swim@podaquatics.com • www.podaquatics.com

281-245-0388

thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com

and we’ve offered to the
people who come to work for
us the opportunity to have
a white collar salary. We’ve
been able to show them—
through training and hard
work and doing a great job—
that they can make the same
amount as their counterparts
who went to college and still
have a life.”
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Gerald D. Irons Sr.

NFL player makes many contributions to
community after successful football career

G

erald D. Irons, Sr.
Junior High School
in Conroe ISD is
the first and only secondary school in the U.S. to be
named after an NFL player.
Irons, who played professional football for the
Oakland Raiders and the
Cleveland Browns from
1970-80, moved to The
Woodlands about 30 years
ago. In the decades since he

scholarship because my father
had worked hard and my
mother had worked hard to
send us all to college because
they knew how important
college education was,” Irons
said.
When Irons first learned
it was possible for him to
earn a full scholarship to
play football in college, he
immediately asked his coach
for more details. However,

important education is to
success in life,” he said.
Irons instilled the value of
education in his own children, too. All three of his
sons went to school in CISD
and went on to receive full
football scholarships. His oldest son, Gerald Jr., played for
the University of Nebraska;
his middle son, Jarrett, played
for the University of Michigan; and his youngest son,
Grant, played for the University of Notre Dame and went
on to play professionally for
the Oakland Raiders.
“They worked hard and
got good grades and got full
scholarships to the colleges
that they wanted to go to,”
Irons said.
During his time on the
CISD school board, Irons
served as president and secretary, and Irons Junior High
was officially named after him
in 2011. He retired in 2012.
“Gerald Irons has made a
tremendous impact in CISD,”
CISD Superintendent Don
Stockton said. “He served on
the Board of Trustees for 21
years with dignity and honor.
His impact continues today
through his mentorship and
support of students throughout CISD.”
When Irons was finishing his professional football
career, George Mitchell, The

“I always wanted to give back, and I knew how
important education is to success in life.”
—Gerald Irons, former NFL player and Conroe ISD trustee

has had a 32-year career with
The Woodlands Development
Company, served on CISD’s
board of trustees for 22 years
and written a book, “When
Preparation Meets Opportunity,” with his wife, Myrna.
“Getting to play football in
the NFL—that was a dream
of mine from childhood,”
Irons Sr. said. “I always
wanted to play professional
football.”
Originally from Gary, Indiana, Irons is the youngest of
seven children in his family,
and his parents only received
an education through eighth
grade, he said. However, they
made sure all of their children went to college.
“When I was trying to get
into school, I wanted to get a

VA

•

USDA

•

Jumbo

when he found out one of the
stipulations was having good
grades, he said his were not
good enough.
“As fate would have it, I
met Myrna,” Irons said. “I
told her what my dreams
were, but I told her I had a
problem. I had bad grades.
She said, ‘You and I could
study together, and I can help
you.’ So I ended up pulling
my grades up and was able to
get a scholarship.”
Irons said he wanted to be
part of CISD’s school board
because he wanted to provide
the same motivation and
inspiration to students that
his parents provided for him
and his siblings.
“I always wanted to give
back, and I knew how

•

Renovation

•

Pool

•

FHA

•

Construction

•

Photos courtesy Gerald D. Irons, Sr.

By Beth Marshall

Gerald D. Irons was a right outside linebacker for the Cleveland Browns for
four of his 10 years in the National Football League.

Irons, former CISD board president,
stands inside the junior high school
named after him.

Irons and his wife Myrna co-authored the book “When Preparation
Meets Opportunity.”

Woodlands’ founder, sought
him out to become the vice
president of business development for The Woodlands
Development Company.
Irons helped relocate
hundreds of businesses to The
Woodlands. Along the way,
he learned Japanese in order
to better understand business
people visiting from Japan.
“I always noticed that the
Japanese people would learn
how to speak English, but
typically we didn’t know how
to speak Japanese,” Irons said.
He was later invited to

spend a month in Japan,
where he was honored at
the Ten Outstanding People
in the World conference in
Osaka.
Irons’ list of accomplishments is long, and he said at
the root of his success is high
value in family, faith and
education.
“You really have to watch
who you surround yourself
with,” Irons said. “Try to surround yourself with successful people because whoever
you associate with makes a
big difference.”

Bond

•

Manufactured

•

Condo

•

Relocation

PrimeLendingHouston.com
888-PRIME-07
All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. Mortgage financing provided by PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company. Equal Housing Lender. © 2016 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital
Company. PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (NMLS: 13649) is a wholly owned subsidiar y of a state-chartered bank and is an exempt lender in TX. V121013.
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NONPROFIT

Operation Pets Alive

Animal enthusiasts save stray cats, dogs

M

arcia Piotter—along with a
small group of animal-loving friends—launched a
volunteer animal welfare and rescue
organization in December 2010 to
provide immediate care and forever
families for homeless and abused
animals.
The organization is a network of
volunteer animal lovers and animal
care professionals who are interested
in the health of all animals. However,
cats and dogs have been the organization’s main focus. Operation Pets
Alive does not have a building and
houses all its rescued animals in foster homes across Montgomery and
Harris counties.
The group is committed to the
no-kill philosophy and the 10
programs that make up the no-kill
equation, Piotter said. She said most
stray animals, especially those that
are fertile, are often put down.
“We partner with lots of businesses

and groups,” Piotter said. “We have
something called the Big 6, which
is one of the targeted spay-neuter
programs. We’re currently doing
that for dogs 40 to 70 pounds, so it’s
for large dogs that would have big
litters.”
Piotter said the Big 6 program
partners with other local nonprofits
and business to help Montgomery
County animals. Operation Pets
Alive has hosted numerous adoption events at popular stores, such
as Whole Foods Market, PetSmart,
Orvis, Define Fitness and Petco.
Foster parents are responsible for
providing the animal with shelter,
food and other requirements to
maintain the animal’s wellbeing—
this may even include basic training.
On the other end, the organization
will ensure the pet is prepared for
adoption by handling medical needs
and foster placement, Piotter said.
She said the animals typical reside

Courtesy Operation Pets Alive

By Ciara Rouege

Nonprofit organization Operation Pets Alive helps place rescued dogs and cats in foster homes.

review the foster care program on
our website and see if that sounds
like a good fit for you,” she said.
“Then you can just email us, and
we’ll get you in touch with our foster care team leads. They will figure
out what you want to foster and
how you want to foster endangered
animals.”

in a foster home for four to six weeks.
Pets can stay for much longer, but she
said the ultimate goal is finding a permanent home as soon as possible. Piotter said it is common for foster homes
to become permanent. There are some
foster hosts who are passionate about
helping animals with special needs and
medical conditions like heartworms,
she said. The team leaders try to pair
the animals with the most compatible
hosts with consideration to interest,
availability and resources, Piotter said.
“The first thing you should do is

Operation Pets Alive
P.O. Box 132104, The Woodlands.
www.operationpetsalive.org

THANK YOU!

The Montgomery County Women’s Center gratefully
acknowledges all those who helped make Passport to
Paradise WineFest a success!
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EDUCATION

Officials put careful
consideration into criteria

TITLE I SCHOOLS IN CONROE ISD
In Conroe ISD, 18 out of 32 elementary schools and four out of nine intermediate schools use Title I federal funding. However,
district officials decided junior high and high schools would not qualify for Title I status regardless of the percentage of economically disadvantaged students.
75

By Beth Marshall

3083

1

22

1420

d.
rt R
rpo
h Ai
Beac

6

Air

10

19
13

105

3
4

15

t.
7th S
St.
S. 1st

F
Avenue

2

16

Rd.
stell
Glad

1485

336

r Dr.
Foste

21

r.
rbad D
Ed Kha

18

11
3083

K id

d Rd
.S
t i dham Rd.

1488

242

Rese
a

rch

F ores
t

17

45
.

Dr

La k

e Woo la
nd
Wo
sD
od
lan
r.
ds
P kw
y.

d

5

Sa

d ust

w

8

Oak Ridge School Rd.
rd Rd.
d. Richa
Hanna R

9

d.
s M il l R

Gosling Rd.

D r.

12

Groga
n’

7

n Lo c h
Gle

In Conroe ISD, 18 elementary schools and four intermediate schools are considered Title I, which is defined
as 40 percent of students in
attendance being economically disadvantaged.
School districts in Texas
have the individual authority
to determine the threshold
for schools to fall into the
Title I category. However, the
percentage of economically
disadvantaged students must
be at least 40 percent for the
district to receive funding.
“If we wanted to up that
number to 50 or 60 [percent],
we could have fewer Title I
schools, which would mean
we could get more funding
to the schools that were in
the mix,” said Curtis Null,
CISD deputy superintendent
of schools. “We feel like we’re
at a good balance with the
number of Title I schools that
we have and the amount of
funding that comes from the
Title I program. We feel like
we’re able to provide the right
amount of money to help the
students at those campuses
with the number of schools
that we have now.”
School districts are also
able to determine what grade
levels may qualify for Title
I funding. In CISD, junior

high and high schools are
not eligible for Title I status.
According to Null, 25 percent
of students at Oak Ridge
High School are economically
disadvantaged, and there are
secondary schools that fall
into the Title I category.
“We made the decision for
our secondary schools,” Null
said. “It’s better for us to supplement their money through
other means than it is to use
Title funds to supplement
them.”
Economically disadvantaged students who attend a
Title I school qualify for free
or reduced-cost lunch, and
their campus will receive
additional resources from
Title I federal funding to
accommodate the program,
CISD Director of Federal Programs Pamela Zoda said.
Title I federal funding can
also be allotted for instructional coaches, paraprofessionals who assist teachers
in the classroom, technology
and supplies, Zoda said. How
the funding is distributed is
at the campus administration’s discretion.
“One thing the district is
required to do is show that
we are meeting the needs of
all campuses that have high
economically disadvantaged
[percentages],” she said. “Let’s

po
rt R
.

Title I schools in
Conroe ISD

Rayford
Rd.

1314

99

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS:
1 Anderson: 1414 E. Dallas St., Conroe
2 Armstrong: 110 Gladstell St., Conroe
3 Austin: 14796 Hwy. 105 E., Conroe
4 Creighton: 12089 FM 1485, Conroe
5 Ford: 25460 Richard Road, Spring
6 Giesinger: 2323 White Oak Blvd., Conroe
7 Glen Loch: 27505 Glen Loch Drive, The Woodlands
8 Hailey: 12051 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands
9 Houser: 27370 Oak Ridge School Road, Conroe
10 Houston: 1000 N. Thompson St., Conroe
11 Milam: 16415 FM 3083, Conroe
12 Oak Ridge: 19675 I-45 S., Conroe
13 Patterson: 670 Beach Airport Road, Conroe
14 Reaves: 1717 N. Loop 336 W., Conroe
15 Rice: 904 Gladstell St., Conroe
16 Runyan: 1101 Foster Drive, Conroe
17 San Jacinto: 17601 FM 1314, Conroe
18 Wilkinson: 2575 Ed Kharbat Drive, Conroe
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS:
19 Bozman: 800 Beach Airport Road, Conroe
20 Cryar: 2375 Montgomery Park Blvd., Conroe
21 Grangerland: 16283 FM 3083, Conroe
22 Travis: 1100 N. Thompson St., Conroe

Source: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

say Oak Ridge [High School]
did qualify. We would have to
prove to [the Texas Education
Agency] and to ourselves, of
course, that we’re meeting the
needs of that campus with
other funds like state funds,
high school allotments and
specialized secondary funds
that we receive.”
Zoda said CISD is committed to academic salvation
early on in students careers,
As a result, the district has
made Title I a priority in
elementary and intermediate

schools in the district.
“I think that’s a great place to
start with Title I because it’s so
academically based and parent
involvement-based, which
really lends itself to starting at
elementary and intermediate
[levels] because you’re required
as a Title I school to involve
parents and to do things that …
help kids get better at math and
reading and science and social
studies,” she said.
Null said determining the
appropriate economically
disadvantaged percentage and

grade levels that are eligible to
receive Title I funding at a district level ensures the money is
being used wisely.
“Anytime that we can give
students an opportunity to
be successful, that’s the goal
of the program,” Null said.
“They might not have access
to resources at home based on
their status, but if we can have
those resources available to
them at school, then they have
a chance to be successful and
make choices in their life that
they want to make.”

ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900
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Reason #473
to fall in love with The Falls

THE WOODLANDS
Player Point Drive | $1.7+mil
5/5.5+ - ±5,993 sf
home on 7th hole of Gary Player
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MAGNOLIA
Edgewater Drive | $1.6+mil
5/4.5+ - ±6,998 sf
French-style estate | pool/spa
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

MAGNOLIA
Fishers Cove | $740s
5/4.5 - ±5,179 sf
2+ acres | updates | pool/spa
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

THE WOODLANDS
Highland Circle | $540s
4/3.5 - ±3,514 sf
great location in Panther Creek
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

THE WOODLANDS
S Mews Wood Court | $540s
3/2.5 - ±2,682 sf
lovely 1-story in Grogan’s Forest
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

CONROE
Monterrey Bend | $540s
4/3.5 - ±3,844 sf
beautiful home in Woodforest
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611
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Homes from the $200s - $600s
31220 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring, Texas 77386 832.813.7170

fallsatimperialoaks.com/love

marthaturner.com | 281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
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INSIDE INFORMATION

School Construction

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza | Designed by Jennifer Brahm

Conroe ISD is undertaking a handful of construction projects this summer as the district implements plans from its recent school bond election last November. The district has
sold the first round of bonds and is preparing to sell the remainder of the bonded debt to fund projects that will break ground next year.

CO N RO E I S D

Grangerland
Intermediate School
Eight-classroom expansion
Timeline: May 2016-February 2017

Multi-campus
life cycle
improvements

2090

$135

3.26%

million
bonded debt sold

average
interest rate

million
bond approved
last November

New
high school

Location: Riley Fuzzel Road area
Cost: $137 million
Timeline: March 2016-August 2018

Grangerland Rd.

Cost: $15.8 million
Timeline: April-August 2016

3083

Caney Creek and
Oak Ridge high schools
Caney Creek high school

Oak Ridge high school

2090

242
Fello

St.

Location: Riley Fuzzel Road area
Cost: $25.6 million
Timeline: April 2016-August 2017

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging
Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

45

w

Oak Ridge
School Rd.

sh

i

pDr.

New
elementary school

1485

Achievement Dr.

Tamina Rd.
David
Memorial Dr.

TheWoodlandsCollegeParkHigh
School

Main

Sources: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

$487

1485

Cost: $2.25 million in Career Technical
Education and Robotics renovations
Timeline: May 2016-August 2016

Cost: $2.2 million for a robotics lab
Timeline: June 2016-June 2017

Stop With All
The Stopping
The Woodlands
249

Tomball

69

Spring

249

6

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are
covered by insurance, and you could be back
to work as soon as the next day!

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings
May 18
May 25

FREE Screenings
May 17
May 24

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

LoneStarVeinCenter.com
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There’s now an easier way to get around
northwest Houston. Drive nonstop between
I-10 and 59N via the Grand Parkway (SH 99)
and see how much time you can save.
Need a tag to pay tolls? Sign up and find maps
and rates at:

TxTag.org

10
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CLOSE-UP

Wine & Food
Week
Annual event returns to
The Woodlands in June
By Hannah Zedaker

For more information visit
www.wineandfoodweek.com

Photos courtesy of Food and Vine Time Productions

H

ouston residents will experience a taste
of New York City during the 12th annual
Wine & Food Week, which uncorks in
The Woodlands on June 6.
Presented by Food & Vine Time Productions,
Wine & Food Week is a seven-day extravaganza
that is considered to be the largest and most
comprehensive culinary and wine event from
New Orleans to Aspen, Colorado. This year’s
event theme is “New York State of Mind.” The event
draws an average crowd of approximately 11,000
patrons to The Woodlands each year.
“[Wine & Food Week] sells out the Marriott and
multiple hotels around the area,” said Constance
McDerby, Food & Vine Time Productions founder.
“It brings people to the event who stay in The Woodlands, eat at the restaurants and shop at the stores, so
it has a tremendous economic impact for the area.”
It will feature annual favorites like H-E-B Wine
Walk at Market Street and It’s a Guy Thing along
with new events like Women, Wine and All Things
Fashionable. The weeklong event features more
than 500 wines and food from 75 restaurants.
“Wine & Food Week takes pride in featuring
the best of the best to all levels of food and wine
lovers,” McDerby said.
Wine & Food Week will also serve as the
premiere of The Extraordinary Italian Taste
campaign in the U.S. The campaign will present
“Ladies of the Vine Tasting, Luncheon and Panel
Discussion,” during which guests will indulge in
Italian food, wine and goods.
The event will also honor Houston restaurateur
Tony Vallone as the 2016 Hall of Fame inductee
and Houston native and New York-based Chef
Tristen Epps as the 2016 Wizard Gourmet.
Not only does Wine & Food Week entice thousands of patrons to visit The Woodlands, but the
production also gives back to charity partners
in the community. Over the past decade, Food
& Vine Time Productions has raised more than
$800,000 for local charities.
This year, proceeds from auctions during Wine
& Food Week will go directly to New Danville,
an adult educational organization, and The John
Cooper School Signature Author Series.
“It’s a great way to tip a glass, share a laugh,
make a new friend and support a cause while
enjoying the finer things in life,” McDerby said.
“It’s sort of like a party with a purpose.”

1

2

3

4

5

Wine & Food Week events
June 7: It’s A Guy Thing
7-10 p.m. $25 (in advance), $35 (door)
Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands
June 8: Women, Wine and All Things Fashionable
6-9 p.m. $25 (in advance), $35 (door)
The Woodlands Country Club

1 During the annual H-E-B Wine Walk at Market Street which
takes place June 9 this year, guests sample a variety of wines.
The event takes place at Market Street features 40 tasting stations with wine from around the world, 80 craft beers and food
samples from 20 restaurants and demonstrations.
2 More than 11,000 visitors are expected to attend Wine &
Food Week events in The Woodlands this year.

June 9: H-E-B Wine Walk at Market Street
5:30-8:30 p.m. $35 (in advance), $40 (door)
June 10: Ladies of the Vine Tasting, Panel & Lunch
Noon-3 p.m. $85. The Club at Carlton Woods

3 This year’s Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting and Chef
Showcase gives guests the chance to sample cuisine and
hundreds of wines.

June 10: Sips, Suds and Tacos
6-9 p.m. $20 (in advance), $25 (door). The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center

4 Proceeds from auctions during the week’s events go to
several charity partners in the community.

June 11: Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting & Chef
Showcase
7-10 p.m. $125 (in advance), $135 (door). The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center

5 The Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting and Chef Showcase
event also serves as a competition among more than 60 of the
nation’s top restaurants for a cash and prize package.
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Texas Craft
Beer Club
By Beth Marshall

T

exas Craft Beer Club
operators and residents of The Woodlands, Rob Banzhaf and Marc
Atnipp scour the state for
various locally produced beers
to send to 250 members, and
counting.
The beer enthusiasts began
selling memberships at The
Woodlands Junior League
Holiday Market in 2015, and
they sent out their first shipment in January.
“Anytime I would travel
anywhere around the country
or the state … at any restaurant, I would always try to get
something local,” Banzhaf
said. “I want to try something
I can’t get in Houston [or] I
can’t go to the store and buy
down the street.”

Popular package options
include $50 monthly memberships that beer fans buy for
themselves as well as gift pack
memberships for a friend or
family member.
“The concept was to be able
to provide Texans with Texas
craft beer from Texas breweries
that they can’t typically get in
their local stores,” Banzhaf said.
“If [members] get something
they like … they can reorder
that specific beer or specific
flavor they liked from us.”
Each month, a dozen
12-ounce craft beers from two
featured breweries are delivered to members’ doors. Each
delivery includes three bottles
or cans of four types of beer
ranging from light India pale
ales to rich stouts.

Courtesy Texas Craft Beer Club

Group distributes beer monthly

From left, Marc Atnipp and Rob Banzhaf operate Texas Craft Beer Club, which is based in The Woodlands.

Beer scale
Pale ale

Paleale: light in color with varying bitterness and less malt flavor
Amberlager: light brown or red in color with low bitterness and

Amber
lager
Porter
Stout

some malt flavor
Porter: dark brown in color with varying bitterness and sweet
flavors, such as coffee, vanilla or chocolate, sometimes present
Stout: darkest in color with varying bitterness and sweet flavors,
such as coffee, vanilla or chocolate, sometimes present
Sources: beeradvocate.com, craftbeer.com/Community Impact Newspaper

Texas Craft Beer Club
Golden R d .

2121 Golden Road, Ste. 2C,
The Woodlands
281-210-2495
www.texascraftbeerclub.com

ust R d.
Sawd

Dine, Drink, Mingle

Chef Inspired menu for brunch, lunch or dinner

Look what just
BLEW into town.

$10 off
00

$30 or more with coupon.

Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers.
Coupons cannot be combined. Expires 6/8/2016

FREE APPETIZER
with Purchase of 2 entrees

up to $15 value with coupon.
Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers.
Coupon cannot be combined. Expires 6/8/2016

HAPPY HOUR
Mon - Fri: 3pm-7pm

2520 Research Forest Drive - The Woodlands, TX 77381
(at Research Forest Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)

Anthology Lighting offers a wide range
of ceiling fans that can transform the look of
your home both inside and out. Whether it’s
modern or casual, traditional or contemporary,
there’s a fan to fit any décor and any budget.

832.562.2520

www.crispwoodlands.com

Magnolia 32411 FM 2978, Suite A
281-298-5200 AnthologyLighting.com
Follow us on Facebook
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Bel Ray Action
Sports Park
By Jesse Mendoza

S

ixteen years after first opening
the Bel Ray Action Sports Park in
Conroe, owner Amil Shebelbon
continues to add adrenaline pumping
attractions to one of the nation’s largest
sports parks.
The 255-acre park specializes in
motocross action for experienced riders,
beginners and children. Visitors can
ride their dirt bikes, four-wheelers, sideby-side utility task vehicles and pit bikes
on six courses of varying difficulties.
The park also features a BMX track.
Shebelbon, who is a rider himself,
said his favorite part about racing is the
adrenaline rush he gets when launching
his motorcycle off of a ramp.
Unlike most riders, Shebelbon did
not start riding motorcycles until he
was 26. Back then, he said, there were
just a few places for local motocross
enthusiasts to ride.
“When I was riding 25 years ago,

there really were not many places to
ride,” Shebelbon said. “So I got involved
in building and designing tracks. I
wanted a place for myself and my
friends to ride. It grew into one of the
largest motocross facilities in America.”
Additionally, the facility offers a
learn-to-ride program for beginners
who are curious about the sport.
Through the program, the business
provides participants with proper safety
gear, the right size motorcycles and
teaches them the basics about riding.
“A family can come out here and
participate in the learn-to-ride program
and never have to own a motorcycle,”
Shebelbon said. “This is a great value
because it is an expensive sport to get
involved in.”
The park also offers summer day
camps or three-day overnight camps
that feature motocross and various
outdoor activities.

Photos by Jesse Mendoza/Community Impact Newspaper

Complex among the largest in the nation

The Bel Ray Action Sports Park in Conroe offers six motocross courses for riders of all skill levels.

Bel Ray Action Sports Park

45
1488

Owner Amil Shebelbon opened the sports
park in Conroe 16 years ago.

15100 I-45 S., Conroe
936-321-8725
www.threepalmsesp.com
Hours: Mon.-Tue., Thu. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Wed. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.10:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
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The Greater Houston area boasts a number of breweries to visit. They range from the long-standing Saint
Arnold Brewing Company near downtown Houston to the newly expanded Southern Star Brewing Co. in Conroe.
Wine lovers can visit any of the six wineries about an hour west of The Woodlands area near Brenham and
Montgomery as part of what is known as the Texas Bluebonnet Wine Trail.
Compiled by Kathleen Sison | Designed by Dionna Saravia

BREWERIES
BREWERIES

TASTING ROOMS
CELLAR TWENTY FOUR
6700 Woodlands Parkway,
Ste. 210, The Woodlands
281-419-9966
www.cellar-24.com

CRUSH WINE LOUNGE
20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 200
The Woodlands
281-362-7874
www.thecrushbar.com

CRESCENT MOON WINE BAR
AND RESTAURANT
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A,
Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

GENUWINE TASTING ROOM
6503 FM 1488, Ste. 401
Magnolia
832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com

CRISP
2520 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands
832-562-2520
crispwoodlands.com
CRU FOOD AND WINE BAR
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 650
The Woodlands
281-465-9463
www.cruawinebar.com

VIDAVINO WINE BAR
469 FM 1488, Ste. 106
The Woodlands
936-224-6900
www.vidavino1488.com
WILD STALLION VINEYARDS
5969 W. Rayford Road
Spring
281-803-9463
wildstallionvineyards.com

8TH WONDER BREWERY
2202 Dallas St., Houston
713-229-0868
8thwonderbrew.com

KARBACH BREWING CO.
2032 Karbach St., Houston
713-680-2739
karbachbrewing.com

11 BELOW BREWING
6820 Bourgeois Road, Houston
281-444-2337
www.11belowbrewing.com

NO LABEL BREWING CO.
5351 First St., Katy
281-693-7545
nolabelbrew.com

BACK PEW BREWING
26452 Sorters McClellan Road, Porter
281-608-7526
www.backpewbrewing.com

SAINT ARNOLD BREWING COMPANY
2000 Lyons Ave., Houston
713-686-9494
www.saintarnold.com

BUFFALO BAYOU BREWING CO.
5301 Nolda St., Houston
713-750-9795
www.buffalobayoubrewing.com

SOUTHERN STAR BREWING CO.
3525 N. Frazier St., Conroe
936-441-2739
southernstarbrewing.com

WINERIES
WINERIES
BERNHARDT WINERY
9043 CR 204, Plantersville
936-894-9829
www.bernhardtwinery.com
CORK THIS! WINERY
21123 Eva St., Ste. 100, Montgomery
936-597-4030
corkthiswinery.com
MESSINA HOF WINERY & RESORT
4545 Old Reliance Road, Bryan
800-736-9463
www.messinahof.com
PEACH CREEK VINEYARDS
2029 Peach Creek Road, College Station

Custom cakes
for all special events
including weddings,
birthdays, baby
showers, etc

We Deliver!

PLEASANT HILL WINERY
1441 Salem Road, Brenham
979-830-8463
www.pleasanthillwinery.com
SADDLEHORN WINERY
958 FM 1948 N., Burton
979-289-3858
www.saddlehornwinery.com
WINDY WINERY
4232 Clover Road, Brenham
979-836-3252
www.windywinery.com

10% OFF
any custom
cake.
Up to a $50 value. Expires 6/8/16.

We Offer:

936-825-3669
peachcreekvineyards.com

• Cupcakes
• Cakeballs
• Pastries

• Pies
• Brownies
• Bars

(936) 231-8667
45

3091 College Park Dr,
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital
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BASICS
BASICS OF
OF BREWING
BREWING

3 SWIRL

TASTING
TASTING 101
101
1 RINSE
Rinse the inside of a wine glass with wine to condition it
and remove any dust or mustiness.
Make sure there are no strong perfumes or scents in the
air that interfere with the wine’s aromas.

Swirl the glass to view the wine’s “legs” or “tears”—
more pronounced legs mean a higher alcohol and
glycerol content.
This makes the wine more full-bodied.

There are five main steps in the brewing of beer: malting,
mashing, boiling, fermentation and aging.

1 MALTING

4 SMELL
Smell the wine for flaws. Wet newspaper, vinegar and
burnt match smells indicate the wine is flawed.

Grains, such as corn, barley or wheat, are soaked until they
sprout. In this phase, raw starches break down into simpler
starches and sugar to be used for brewing.

MASHING 2

5 SIP

2 FILL
Fill the glass one-third full and view it from the top, the
side and against a light source to evaluate the color.

The malted grain is mixed with hot water, allowing
enzymes that were formed in the malting stage
to react with the starches and sugars found in the
grain. A resulting mixture, or wort, is formed and
is used later in the fermentation process.

Sip as if drinking from a straw to aerate the wine. Taste
for a balance among sweet, sour and stringent flavors
from tannins.

Source: Wine Enthusiast Companies/Community Impact Newspaper

FESTIVALS
WINE AND FOOD WEEK
June 6-11
Various locations, The Woodlands
www.wineandfoodweek.com

THE WOODLANDS CRAFT BEER
AND MUSIC FESTIVAL
June 17-19
Town Green Park, The Woodlands
www.woodlandscraftbeerfestival.com

The second annual festival
features three days of live
music, craft beer from
numerous breweries and food
from across Texas. Each day
features a special theme,
including “Flashback Friday,”
“Home-brewed Houston” and
“Pure Texas…Pure Country.”
Beer samples from more than
30 brewers from across the
country are available.
Tickets: $29-$49 (early bird)

Presented by Food & Vine
Time Productions, Wine and
Food Week features seven
days of events throughout The
Woodlands. This year’s event
theme is “New York State of
Mind” and features events, such
as Wine Walk at Market Street,
Ladies of the Vine Tasting and
Sips, Suds and Tacos. A full list
of events can be found online.
Tickets: costs vary by event
UNTAPPED HOUSTON
Sept. 12
Discovery Green, Houston
www.untapped-festival.com

A craft beer and music festival,
Untapped Houston features
access to live music and a beer

sampling card. More than 275
beers are served in 2-ounce
sample cups throughout the day
with bands performing on two
stages in Discovery Green.
Tickets: costs TBA

BREWMASTERS CRAFT BEER
FESTIVAL
Sept. 2-4
Moody Gardens, Galveston
www.brewmastersbeerfest.com

Featuring more than 400 craft
brews, the annual event features
live music and two signature
events: BrewLicious Brews and
Foods Pairing and BrewHaHa
Grand Tasting.
Tickets: $35 (Grand Tasting),
$25 (tasting tour), $85 (premium
lounge)

3 BOILING
The wort is heated to remove bacteria and
reduce excess water. Hops are added,
which contribute to the flavor of the beer.

FERMENTATION 4
Carbohydrates from the grains transform into alcohols and carbon
dioxide through organisms, such as bacteria and yeast. This step
gives the beer its alcohol content.

5 BOTTLING & AGING
Beer is unstable in its final form both physically and flavorwise.
Storing beer at the wrong temperature can make it more cloudy in
appearance, and typically the longer beer is stored, the more its
flavor deteriorates.

Source: MillerCoors/Community Impact Newspaper

Join Us, June 4th, 2016
PLANTS
SOILS
“Where old fashioned customer service
and product quality are still important!”

www.NaturesWayResources.com
936-321-6990 (Metro)
936-273-1200 (Conroe)
101 Sherbrook Circle
Conroe, TX 77385

MULCH
COMPOST
SAND & GRAVEL
ORGANIC GARDENING
SUPPLIES

All our products are safe
for children and animals.

Retail & Wholesale, Bag, or Bulk
Delivery Available

For The

TIMBER LANE UTILITY DISTRICT
BRIDGE DEDICATION

5K FUN RUN &KIDS/ADULT - RUN/WALK
5K Fun Run:
Runners Check-In Time: 7 - 8:30 a.m.
KIDS/ADULT - RUN/WALK
Race Starts At 9:00 a.m.
Check-In: 7:45 - 9:30 a.m.
Adult Age 18+ $27.00
Youths 12-17 $18.00 | Youths Under 12 $8.00

Pre-Register @ Active.com
Search For: “Timber Lane Utility Bridge
Dedication 5K Run”

Run/Walk Starts At 10:00 a.m.
Adults Age 18+ $10.00
Youths Age 12-17 $5.00
Children Under 12 $2.50
Infants and Children not walking or in strollers are free.
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The
woodlands

types of meat and
cooking styles

Compiled by Wendy Cawthon,
Dionna Saravia and Marie Leonard

With so many Mexican and Tex-Mex restaurants in The Woodlands area, it might be difficult to identify the
difference between authentic Mexican and Texas flavors. Community Impact Newspaper has compiled a
guide of flavors and cooking styles that distinguish Texas preferences from south of the border dishes.

Authentic

Sources: Pancho’s Meat Market, www.food.com/Community Impact Newspaper

Mexican food

Tex-Mex

Cotija cheese

Burrito

A hard, crumbly cheese that is usually aged for up
to a year and used as a garnish to add a salty flavor

Meat, cheese, rice and beans wrapped
in a large tortilla

Slow cooked meats

Yellow cheeses

Chilaquiles

Chimichanga

Fried tortilla chips topped with eggs,
cheese and salsa

A deep-fried burrito

Menudo

Traditional Mexican soup made with tripe
and red chilies

Lengua
Beef tongue

Mole

Chile con carne
Meat stew with tomatoes and chilies

Crunchy taco
shell
Fajitas

Sauce made with chilies and chocolate

Strips of marinated meat, often served
on a sizzling skillet

Chile relleno

Ground beef

Green chiles stuffed with cheese, battered
and deep-fried

Nopales
The paddles of the prickly pear plant,
usually grilled or seared

Soft shell tacos

Paid advertisement

Wheat tortillas
Black beans
Nachos
Tortilla chips covered in cheese, beans,
sour cream and/or other toppings

Al Pastor

Carnitas

Barbacoa

Pork is ground and mixed with
spices before being stuffed inside
a sausage casing. When prepared,
the meat resembles ground beef
and is popular as a breakfast meat
and taco filling. Many cultures have
their own version of chorizo, with
different styles of preparation.

Pork is marinated in chilies, spices
and pineapple and slowly cooked
on a vertical rotisserie. The style of
cooking was developed in central
Mexico and derived from the
Lebanese dish, shawarma.
Similar to cooking barbecue-style,
barbacoa is made by slow-roasting
meat—traditionally whole sheep—
in an underground pit covered with
leaves. The dish is common in many
parts of Mexico and the Caribbean.

A term that literally translates to
“little meats,” carnitas is made by
slowly simmering pork in oil or lard
until it is tender. The dish originated
in western Mexico.

Chorizo

popular desserts
from south of the border
Capirotada

The traditional type of bread
pudding is made with toasted
bread, syrup, cinnamon, nuts and
fresh or dried fruits. Capirotada is
traditionally eaten on Good Friday.

Flan

Made with evaporated milk and
sweetened condensed milk, flan is a
dense custard topped with caramel
sauce. The delicacy originated in
Rome but has since become a
traditional dessert in Mexican and
Tex-Mex cuisines.

Sopapillas

Similar to a doughnut, sopapillas are
made from dough cut into triangles
and then fried, causing them to
puff up and create a hollow center.
Sopapillas can then be stuffed with
meats or cheese, but in the U.S.,
they are often topped and served
with powdered sugar and honey.

Tres Leches Cake
Meaning “three milks cake,” tres
leches cake is made by soaking
a butter or sponge cake in three
types of milk—sweetened condensed milk, evaporated milk and
heavy cream.
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where to eat?

MARIO’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT

610 Rayford Road, Ste. 650, Spring
281-367-9336
www.mariosmexican.com

MI RANCHO MEXICAN GRILL
COMPADRES TEXAS CAFE

ALFONSO’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT

26797 Hanna Road, Ste. 1&2 Conroe
281-292-0333
www.compadrestexascafe.com

3126 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands
281-298-8032

CASA IMPERIAL MEXICAN RESTAURANT

387 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands
281-298-8195
www.casa-imperial.net

EL BOSQUE MEXICAN RESTAURANT

19073 I-45 S., Ste. 135, Shenandoah
936-321-9860
www.elbosquemexicangrill.com/site/woodlands/

CASA MEDINA

EL CHAPARRO MEXICAN BAR & GRILL

28777 I-45 N., Shenandoah
281-298-9866
www.casamedinarestaurant.com

5405 FM 1488, Magnolia
281-259-6769
www.elchaparro.net

CENTRAL TACO

27885 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-362-0774
www.guadalajarahacienda.com

CHARRO POTATO

HERRERA’S MEXICAN GRILL

8423 Cinnamon Run, The Woodlands
281-730-7373
www.charropotato.com

9420 College Park Drive, Ste. 300, The Woodlands
936-273-5466
www.herrerasmexicanrestaurant.net

CYCLONE ANAYA’S

20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 110, The Woodlands
281-419-5771
www.cycloneanaya.com

PALLOTTA’S MEXICAN GRILL
2211 Rayford Road, Ste. 119, Spring
281-362-1114
www.pallottasmexgrill.com

RANCHERO’S MEXICAN GRILL

32517 FM 2978, Magnolia
281-259-8701

RICO’S MEXICAN GRILL

GUADALAJARA HACIENDA

19075 I-45 N., Ste. 752, Shenandoah
936-206-5936
www.centraltaco.com

19189 I-45 S., Ste. A, Shenandoah
281-651-4856
www.miranchomexicangrill.com

6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 100, The Woodlands
281-292-2222
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 200, The Woodlands
281-465-4820
www.ricosgrill.com

TACO USA

7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 194, The Woodlands
281-292-8226
www.tacousa.com

TEXAS TACO COMPANY

LA BIKINA

4223 Reseach Forest Drive, The Woodlands
281-419-1985

6606 FM 1488, Magnolia
936-231-8332
www.texastacocomagnolia.com

LOS CUCOS

TORCHY’S TACOS

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 200, The Woodlands
281-296-2303
www.loscucos.com

4747 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
281-465-8918
www.torchystacos.com

How to make tortillas
1
Mix masa harina (corn flour)
with hot water and lard to form dough.
Season to taste

3

2
Roll the dough into Ping-Pong
sized balls.

Using a tortilla press or the
bottom of a skillet, flatten the balls
to create 6-inch raw tortillas.

4
Using a griddle, set to medium high heat, cook
the tortillas for 1-2 minutes on each side until
toasted.
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JUNE 6 - 12, 2016
HOUSTON/THE WOODLANDS
TEXAS

Tabbed as one of the most
spectacular culinary and
wine events from New
Orleans to Aspen.
500+ wines; 60+ Chefs and
scores of events.
WINEANDFOODWEEK.COM
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HISTORY

SPRING CREEK

Spring Creek County

Long-lost community received historical
recognition from Harris County last fall

The Spring Creek County historical marker was unveiled in Spring Creek Park on Nov. 17.

Dragonfly
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Spring Creek Park Marker
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would allow for county services to be
established in remote areas, but would
not change congressional districts.
Because the judicial counties did not
receive separate congressional districts,
they were ruled unconstitutional in an
1842 Texas Supreme Court case, Stockton v. Montgomery, and all 16 territories
were abolished, Beverly and Mistrot
wrote. Spring Creek County was one
of four whose name did not survive in
future counties and whose territory still
remains within its parent counties.
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seats in Montgomery and Harris counties
and in need of nearby county services,
including a convenient way to pay taxes,
file deeds and get in touch with law
enforcement.
Frustrated with their isolation, about
130 male citizens who lived near the
Spring Creek District in Harris County
petitioned the Republic of Texas Congress to create a new county on Nov. 4,
1840, which would include land from
both Harris and Montgomery counties near Spring Creek. To fulfill their
request, Congress had to find a loophole
around the Republic of Texas Constitution. In 1840, the law limited Texas
representatives to 40 members until its
overall population reached 100,000. And
at that time, there were already
40 representatives, but the population
was well under 100,000.
Congress’ solution was to found judicial counties, like Spring Creek, which

Park Rd.

I

n November, Harris County honored
a part of its history that has all but
disappeared. A Texas Historical
Commission marker was erected in
Tomball’s Spring Creek Park for Spring
Creek County, which was created in 1841
but ruled unconstitutional by Republic of
Texas officials in 1842.
The county was formed before Texas
was granted statehood in 1845, back
when county government played a more
intimate role in the lives of citizens,
according to documents submitted by
local historians Trevia Wooster Beverly
and Bernice Mistrot to the Harris
County Historical Commission.
Individuals living around Spring Creek
were unhappy when the Fourth Congress
of the Republic of Texas designated the
waterway as the southern boundary of
Montgomery County on Jan. 25, 1840.
The declaration left communities around
Spring Creek far away from the county

Courtesy Harris County Precinct 4

By Carrie Taylor
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YOUR FURNITURE... YOUR WAY!

LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS
...Where Smiles Are Contagious!

CUSTOM CHAIRS AND SOFAS AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.
CHOOSE YOUR UNIQUE STYLE, FABRIC AND FINISH!

832•246•8848
26211 I-45, SPRING, TX

WOODLANDSUNIQUE.COM
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Abridged stories from our other Metro editions

TOP STORIES

Development moves forward on county land near Tomball through partnerships
TOMBALL After nearly six years of dormancy,
land on the outskirts of the Tomball city limits
is finally moving toward development. Harris
County and other community partners have
announced plans to build an art museum, an oil
and gas training facility and a county campus,
featuring an annex and administration building.
The site for the projects rests on 600 acres on the
edge of Tomball, west of Hwy. 249 located within
Harris County Improvement District No. 17, according to an environment study prepared by Belaire
Environmental Ltd.
“The district was created in 2009, and not a whole
lot had taken place until 2014 when the district had
really started getting some potential buyers and
developers out there,” Tomball City Manager George
Shackelford said.
Since the district’s creation, more than 300 acres

of land has been purchased by Harris County
Precinct 4, Lone Star College-Tomball, and Houston-based energy companies Nabors Industries Inc.
and Tandem Energy Corporation, according to site
plans for HCID No. 17.
“It changes the landscape literally and figuratively,”
Precinct 4 Communications Director Mark Seegers
said. “That [area] used to be considered the far western
stretch of the precinct, but as the precinct has changes
from redistricting year to year, that Tomball area is
now almost dead center of the precinct.”
Harris County has purchased about 130 acres of
land in the district, which includes a 30,000-squarefoot satellite campus to serve the northwestern portion of the county. The campus includes an administration building for county employees and an annex
building, which will house offices for a Harris County
constable and a justice of the peace, Seegers said.

“[In the] long term, the county is looking at a
replacement for the very outdated Cypresswood
[Drive] annex,” Seegers said. “So what is likely to be
[a replacement for the Cypresswood annex] is likely
to be located on that property.”
Seegers said because construction on the new
annex is likely several years away, the county has
not determined what it plans to do with the existing
annex. Funding for the new buildings will come from
Precinct 4’s capital improvement budget, he said.
For the rest of the county land in the district, Seegers said county officials could eventually consider
additional county services similar to those located
around the Cypresswood annex, such as the Barbara
Bush Branch Library or a county clerk’s office. However, the county has no immediate plans for
additional buildings.
Full story by Wendy Cawthon

Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Full story by Julie Butterfield
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ratios, said Lisa White, director of
business development for the Cy-Fair
Medical Center Hospital.
“The Cy-Fair community only has
37 percent of the physicians it needs,”
said White, citing data from a study
the hospital conducts every year
through an independent firm. “Even
though 37 percent is significant, we
have been trending in the right direction. It was not long ago that we were
closer to 30 percent.”
Consequences of the shortage
can range from physicians feeling
overworked to longer wait times for
patients to see certain specialists,
industry experts said.

2002

CY-FAIR Many health care providers in Cy-Fair have expanded their
facilities in recent years to keep up
with population growth, but new
buildings are only part of the process,
according to hospital officials.
Recruiting talented physicians is a
top priority for area providers, particularly at major hospitals, such as Houston Methodist’s Willowbrook campus,
Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center
Hospital, North Cypress Medical Center Hospital and the incoming Memorial Hermann campus in Cypress.
Efforts to recruit physicians to the
area have been going well in Cy-Fair,
but a large gap still remains between
current and ideal physician-to-patient

2001

Health care providers address physician
shortage in Houston area

2000

The Baylor College of Medicine in Houston applied for new grant money from the state with
hopes of being able to expand its residency program this fall.

president of the Houston Northwest
Chamber of Commerce. In addition,
George Bush Intercontinental Airport
created jobs and drew employees to the
area when it opened in 1969.
“But then the problem was it was
uncontrolled growth,” Lipton said.
Despite the lack of a central municipality to address the challenges
brought on by growth, several local
organizations have put plans in place
in recent years to address the roadway’s
continuing challenges, such as law-enforcement initiatives, mobility projects,
community rebranding initiatives and
beautification plans.

SPRING It might be difficult for
some residents to imagine, but
FM 1960 used to be a quiet twolane roadway nestled in greenery.
Until about 30 years ago, the road
and surrounding land was considered to be the country to residents
of the Greater Houston area.
“A lot of people wanted to move
here,” said Larry Lipton, local insurance agent and chairman of the
Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce’s monthly public safety forum.
Thirty years ago, oil companies in
the Greater Houston area grew rapidly
and brought in employees who needed
homes, said Barbara Thomason,

Annual Average Daily Traffic

Courtesy Baylor College of Medicine

Uncontrolled growth on FM 1960 leads to
challenges
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NEWS REPORT

Courtesy Larry Lipton

Economic forum underscores Houston area’s
industry challenges

The Economic Outlook Forum featured prominent community leaders, such as U.S. Rep.
Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands, who discussed economic issues facing the Greater Houston
area.

HOUSTON The oil glut’s effect on the
Greater Houston area economy is being
leveraged by other industries, such as
health care and the Port of Houston.
An economic forum held April 1,
hosted by Southwestern Energy, included
speakers such as U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady,
R-The Woodlands, and Harris County
Sheriff Ron Hickman. The forum
speakers discussed topics from health
care’s economic effect to the area to the
forecast for oil. Precinct 4 Commissioner
Jack Cagle kicked off the forum with
optimism, discussing ongoing area road
projects and growth in the area.

“Harris County has more people living
in it than the state of Louisiana,” Cagle
said.
In the first eight months of 2015,
the county approved 269 new neighborhoods and 341 shopping centers in
Precinct 4, Cagle said.
He attributed the success of road projects, including the Grand Parkway and
Tomball Tollway, to cooperation between
private and public sectors.
“It’s a wonderful concept—private
industry working with government to
best serve the public,” he said.
Full story by Julie Butterfield and Vanessa Holt

to pad the wallets of CEOs while the
children who were supposed to be the
recipients of the funds were eating one
bowl of rice a day. She was frustrated
with organizations that seemed to have
good intentions, but when she would
check on them a year later, she would
find that nothing had changed.
“I saw a lot of organizations that
were really flashy,” she said. “But what
are they doing with the money?”
Not one of the 15 people who work

Full story by Julie Butterfield

417 Gentry St., Spring
281-785-3382
www.missionvillagemarket.com
Hours: Wed. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Thu.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
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SPRING Founder and philanthropist Amber Noblit opened the doors
to the nonprofit Mission Village
Market & Coffee Shop in April 2015.
She said she wanted something more
than a chance to change her Facebook profile picture to one of her
volunteering in a developing country. She wanted to sleep at night.
Noblit said she got tired of witnessing organizations through her own volunteer efforts that were raising funds

at Mission Village Market & Coffee Shop in Old Town Spring earns
a paycheck. The market and cafe,
which offers all things fair trade,
including hemp handbags, jewelry,
oil paintings, and homemade bakery
items, is entirely volunteer-based.

ge Dr.
Villa

Mission Village Market & Coffee Shop

Julie Butterfield/Community Impact Newspaper

NONPROFIT

DEVELOPMENT

Jeff Forward/Community Impact Newspaper

Typhoon Texas water park set to open
May 28 near Katy Mills

There will be nine water rides at Typhoon Texas, including the children-themed Gully Washer.

KATY A new water park is
set to open in Katy on May 28
and will provide an alternative
option for area residents looking to cool off this summer.
Typhoon Texas—on 25 acres
adjacent to Katy Mills—features
nine water rides, multiple dining
options and a slate of summer
activities, including movies, concerts and a summer camp.
“Guests will experience an
unparalleled environment,
rides—and just fun,” said Keith
Dalton, one of the co-owners of

the water park. “Day one, we will
be the most advanced water park
in the country. We built this big
park to take on the big crowds.”
The water park was a joint idea
of Dalton and fellow co-owner
Terry Hlavinka. The pair attended
Texas A&M University and have
worked on other construction
projects together in the past.
Several years ago, the two
friends decided they wanted to
build a different kind of project,
Hlavinka said.
Full story by Jeff Forward
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Arts

Continued from | 1

budget for a cultural arts feasibility study to better develop
a community vision for such a
facility.
The Woodlands Township has been considering the
development of some type of
cultural arts facility since 2006,
township Director Ed Robb
said.
“Cultural arts facilities can
be a draw for tourism dollars
as well as serve to build identity
and pride within the community,” he said. “Depending on
the type of facility, there can be
many opportunities for development and expression of the
arts, both locally and regionally.”
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Cultural arts facility
Although there are a number of art-related events held
in The Woodlands annually,
several nonprofit organizations and more than 30 pieces
of public art in the community,
there is no central performing

There are dozens of public art pieces throughout The Woodlands for residents to enjoy,
including the following:

11 Tribute to George P. Mitchell by Jay Hester
12 Tribute to Cynthia Woods Mitchell by
Jay Hester

13 Millennium Sculpture by Bruce Whitetails
14 Smokedance by Dale Garman
15 With Hope by Beverly Paddleford
16 Spirit Columns by Jesus Bautista Morales
17 Woodlands Cardinals by Peniti Monkkonen
18 Free Money by Tom Otterness
19 Two Plus Two Equal One by Harry Marinksy
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31 The Watch Owl by Mark Bradford
32 Big Barbara by Peter Reginato
33 SR 21 by 2003 Art Students at The John
Cooper School

34 Boy Pushing Girl in Swing courtesy Randolph Rose Collection

35 Family Tree by Jane DeDecker
36 Jungle Gym by Jane DeDecker
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43 Whitetail Deer by Edd Hayes

22 The Orange Man by John Ahearn

44 Unnamed by Horace L. Farlowe

23 Standing Man by Stephan Balkenhol

45 Wind Waves by Yvonne Domenge
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41 Texana Whitetail Deer by Edd Hayes

21 Spammy by Joffa Kerr
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40 Rise of the Midgard Serpent by

42 Boy with Hawk by Charles Parks
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38 Children at Play by Clement Renzi

20 Primrose by Dawn Weimer
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37 Excalibur by David Hayes
39 The Dreamer by David Phelps
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9 At the Water’s Edge by Dixie Friend Gay
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7 Swirl Tip by Doug McLean

28 On the Shoulders of Giants by Robert Cook
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6 Disc II by Richard Rogers

27 Mirage II by Ben Woitena
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5 The Vigil by Dale Garman

26 The Family by Patrick Foley
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4 Revoluta by Corbin and Dixon Bennett

25 Summertime by Jane Rainer
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3 Tomorrow? by Charles Parks
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2 The Woodlands Whitetails by Curtis Zabel

24 Man’s Struggle for a Better Environment
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1 The Family by Charles Pebworth

or cultural arts facility.
Since its inception, The
Woodlands was envisioned
as a place where art could be
appreciated, said Amy Lecocq,
The Woodlands Art Council
president.
“For many of us who live
here, it was self-selected for
that reason,” she said. “When
I came here in 1994, one of
the things my husband and I
noticed was all the public art.
That was different from other
communities in the Houston
area.”
In February, the township
board approved a request for
proposals for consulting services, and the township is in
the process of receiving RFPs
from interested consulting
firms, Robb said. Once the
RFPs are in, staff will review
them with the township’s ad
hoc Economic Development
Committee this June before
making a recommendation to
the board of directors.
“There are no concrete
plans—or funding in place—
to build such a facility,” Robb
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said. “The consultant study will
determine the level of community interest in different types
of cultural arts facilities and
examine how capital funding
could be raised to fund the
construction of a facility.”
There are several facilities
across the Greater Houston
area that could be used as an
example for a future center in
The Woodlands. Last fall, the
Midtown Arts and Theater
Center opened near downtown
Houston and has a number of
attributes that could work well
in The Woodlands, Lecocq said.
“One of the things I think
that would be beneficial for us
would be space that is flexible
so it can be used for multiple purposes,” she said. “[The
MATCH] also has rehearsal
areas for performers and dancers, and it has administrative
office space for nonprofits. The
nonprofits aren’t looking for
free space, but they are looking
for affordable space.”
The Conroe Art League also
has a partnership with the city
to operate a downtown gallery with various artist shows

throughout the year.
“It’s a dream collaboration,
which is what we would like
to see here,” said Jackie Impey,

“THE NEEDS IN THIS COMMUNITY
ARE VERY LARGE. FOR A LOT OF
NONPROFITS THERE IS NO SPACE TO
GO AND DO OUR WORK.”
—Jill Behrens, The Woodlands Art League member

The Woodlands Art League
member.
Keith Brumfield, founder
and artistic director for Class
Act Productions, said he has
served on three committees
to talk about the formation of
some type of performing arts
center in The Woodlands.
“We’ve been crossing our
fingers and hoping at some
point people would begin to
think about this fine arts facility,” he said. “There are many
groups here in The Woodlands
that would benefit from it, so I
hope it’s something that finally
comes to pass.”
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The collection of artwork
consists of 25 pieces of artwork
chosen by students to be permanently displayed on the walls
of the high school.
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The Woodlands Art Council
is also in favor of such a facility, Lecocq said.
“We do have staff who work
out of their homes, Starbucks
and other places, and we are
not the only nonprofit in that
situation,” she said. “I think
we do need some kind of performing, cultural arts center
where people can perform, but
also where there is a place for
administrative offices for the
nonprofits and support for the
arts community in The Woodlands.”
Brumfield said he believes
the arts do provide a boost to
the local economy.
“There’s already a big push
here in The Woodlands to
come shop and spend the
night and participate in different entertainment venues, but
it seems like performing arts
isn’t part of that,” he said. “I
think The Woodlands should
realize it’s something that
would be a balance to other
activities they have here.”
Take the poll online at
communityimpact.com/wdl-poll

Do you think some type of cultural
or performing arts center is
needed in The Woodlands?

Woodlands arts groups
THE WOODLANDS
HIGH SCHOOL ART
TRUST

29

39

facilities like the South County
Community Center, which
was built 25 years ago.
“There are 120,000 people
in the community today versus maybe half that when it
was built,” Behrens said. “The
needs in this community are
very large. For a lot of nonprofits, there is no space to go and
do our work.”
Although the Woodlands
Art League has previously
operated galleries in the community, it has not been able
to sustain a permanent space,
recently closing its art gallery.
“It was like a white elephant,”
President Lauren Combs said.
“Our members were just not
interested in it enough to justify keeping it. Hopefully, it

will free us up into working
with the board to get this [cultural arts] center.”
Furthermore, it has been
difficult to offer longer workshops because there is usually
not a community space where
the nonprofit can go and lock
the door at night and leave
everything as is, Behrens said.
“That’s the biggest challenge:
finding workshop spaces that
aren’t carpeted and have more
of an industrial space where
we can paint,” she said.
Class Act Productions does
have a studio location at a
warehouse facility off Budde
Road, but it does not have
a theater for performances.
Instead, Class Act rents stage
space from various Conroe
ISD schools.
“Each time we perform,
generally our costs per show
are about $8,000-$10,000 per
week to use the school facilities,” Brumfield said. “We’re
glad to be there, but it’s quite
expensive.”
Although Class Act Productions can use its warehouse
space for rehearsals and to
build props, Brumfield said
the nonprofit is in favor of a
performing arts center.

Residents of all ages can get involved with several organizations dedicated to visual and performing arts.
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Local group needs
Several nonprofit art groups
host classes, workshops and
events at schools and county

45

Founded by and for local artists,
the nonprofit has approximately
200 members. The group hosts
workshops and classes for the
community.
www.woodlandsartleague.org

THE WOODLANDS
ARTS COUNCIL
The organization supports the
arts by hosting the annual
Woodlands Waterway Arts
Festival, supporting arts programs in schools and offering
scholarships to young artists.
www.woodlandswaterwayartscouncil.org

THE GLADE
GALLERY
This newly opened gallery
features several exhibits annually by international artists.
24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
832-557-8781
www.gladegallery.com

CLASS ACT
PRODUCTIONS
The Woodlands-based Class
Act Productions offers singing,
dancing and acting opportunities
for children and adults.
25275 Budde Road, Ste. 25
The Woodlands
281-292-6779
www.classactproductions.org

THE CYNTHIA
WOODS MITCHELL
PAVILION
One of the most popular live
music and performing arts venues
in the world, the pavilion hosts
approximately 60 events annually.
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands
281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
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Bond projects
Continued from | 1

projects are a priority, especially for Rayford Road and
FM 1097 to I-45 N.”
Local effects
The road bond gave all four
precincts the ability to take on
projects that were previously
listed on the failed $350 million road bond election that
occurred in May. Now, projects
in some precincts are in one
of these phases: engineering,
design or construction. Road
bond funds started making
their way to the four county
precincts in January.
Doyal said during that
month the county sold $53
million of the $280 million in
bonds, which gave the county
$60 million in revenue from
the sale.
Precinct 2 will receive $64
million in total from the $280
million bond election for 19
road improvement projects.
The $8 million Research Forest
Drive project started its design
phase in April. The project
in The Woodlands will consist of the construction of two
additional concrete lanes with
asphalt shoulders from FM
2978 to Branch Crossing Drive.
Commissioner Charlie Riley
said this project will be one of
the first to begin construction,
along with the realignment of
Nichols Sawmill Road.
“[Those] are probably the
quickest projects we have got,”
he said. “If not all, some of
these will be under construction by the end of the year. If
we have to do a bunch of extra
work, it could take longer.”

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

Other projects in The Woodlands include two projects on
Hwy. 242. The first project is
the addition of a left-turn lane
from westbound Hwy. 242
to southbound Gosling Road
and the addition of a left-turn
lane from northbound Gosling Road to westbound Hwy.
242. The other project on the
road is an additional left-turn
lane that will be added at westbound Hwy. 242 to Greenbridge Drive. The total amount
of both projects is $700,000.
Although projects in Precinct 2’s vicinity are expected to
improve mobility for residents
in the area, some of the road
bond’s biggest projects that have
heard the most concerns from
residents are in Precinct 3.
With the $60 million Rayford Road project and the
$14.6 million Woodlands
Parkway project, Precinct 3
Commissioner James Noack
and his office have started a
study and design phase for the
projects.
Chief of Staff Matt Beasley said the precinct’s biggest
priority is the Rayford Road
project, which is in the design
phase.
“The right of way acquisition is in progress for the project,” Beasley said. “The projects are going to add capacity
in most places.”
Construction on the Rayford Road project is expected
to widen lanes from Lazy Lane
to the Grand Parkway as well as
add an overpass at the Union
Pacific Railroad tracks. County
officials said the projects will
greatly improve east-to-west
traffic flow and safety along the
Rayford Road corridor.

Another project that is
expected to improve mobility
in The Woodlands area is the
Woodlands Parkway project,
which Beasley said is still in
the study phase along with the
Lake Woodlands Drive project and the I-45 single point
urban interchange project.
“We’re still studying the
SPUI, we may have a different design,” Beasley said. “We
do need to keep up with the
growing community.”
Shenandoah and Oak
Ridge North
Precinct 4’s projects have
significant effects on the
Shenandoah area, with David
Memorial Drive and Tamina
Road both on the bond’s list.
Greg Smith, city administrator of Shenandoah, said the
David Memorial Drive project
has three phases and Phase
1—Shenandoah’s portion—
will soon enter the engineering phase.
“Phase 1 is in the city of
Shenandoah, Phase 2 is in
unincorporated area of the
county and Phase 3 is within
Conroe city limits,” Smith
said. “The city’s portion will be
out to bid for engineering in
the next three to four months.”
The $2 million David
Memorial project is going to
acquire right of way and construct a new road from Hwy.
242 to Shenandoah Park.
“This is going to improve
mobility and create another
north-to-south corridor, especially through and around the
Oak Ridge North area,” Smith
said. “You can totally stay off
I-45 or the feeder.”
Smith said the $4.9 million

Tamina Road project is slated
to widen the road to four lanes
from David Memorial Drive
to Main Street, while also
improving the railroad crossing at Main Street. He said it is
an important project but not
as critical as the David Memorial Drive project.
“Most of our efforts are on
north-to-south traffic,” he
said. “It’s also important to
realize that while this road
is coming, it had been on
our thoroughfare plan for 10
years. We’re excited that it’s
going to become a reality.”
Smith said the projects in

1

Precinct 4 will help hospital
employees, among others in
the Hwy. 242 area, get to work.
“With the major hospitals
at Hwy. 242 and I-45, it gives
people a second entrance in,”
Smith said. “When all that
rain came [in mid-April],
the feeder was completely
shut down. The project gives
people another option to get
places. It’s going to give relief
to the public.”

For more information visit
communityimpact.com

FM 1488 AT KUYKENDAHL
Development status: TBA
Timeline: TBA
The project adds another left-turn lane from westbound FM 1488 to southbound Kuykendahl Road and another left-turn lane from northbound Kuykendahl to westbound FM 1488. The project is expected to increase traffic flow
through the intersection and provide safer movement and reduce congestion.

Bond amount: $600,000

2

SH 242 AT GREENBRIDGE DR.
Development status: TBA
Timeline: TBA
Construction will add another left-turn lane from westbound Hwy. 242 to Green
Bridge Drive. The project is expected to increase traffic flow through the intersection, and provide safer movement and reduce congestion.

Bond amount: $100,000

3

SH 242 AT GOSLING
Development status: TBA
Timeline: TBA
The project will add another leftturn lane from westbound Hwy. 242
to southbound Gosling Road and
also adds another left-turn lane
from northbound Gosling Road to
westbound Hwy. 242.

Bond amount: $600,000

4

GOSLING
Development status: In study
phase
Timeline: TBA
The project will secure funding for
the construction of an additionalbridge over Spring Creek, which
will improve traffic flow between
Harris and Montgomery counties.

Bond amount: $3.8 million
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PROPOSED BOND PROJECTS

Montgomery County’s successful November bond referendum will allow
the county to construct dozens of road improvement projects, including
many in The Woodlands and east of I-45 along the growing Rayford
Road corridor.
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The project will improve east-to-west mobility by widening Lake Woodlands
Drive from four to six lanes from I-45 to Lake Front Circle.

There is a proposal to convert the
Woodlands Parkway-Robinson Road
interchange at I-45 to a single-point
urban interchange, including frontage road U-turn lanes. The project is
expected to improve traffic flow and
mobility at the intersection.
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DAVID MEMORIAL DRIVE

Development status: in study phase

Bond amount: $14.5 million

7

7

Timeline: TBA
The project includes acquiring right
of way to construct a new road,
connecting portions previously constructed to the north and south. The
project will improve mobility east
of I-45 by providing a north-south
connector without traveling I-45. and
improve safety by reducing traffic on
I-45 and its feeder.

TAMINA ROAD
Development status: in study phase
The Precinct 4 project from David Memorial Drive to Main Street widens an
existing two-lane roadway to four lanes, regrades road ditches and improves
the railroad crossing at Main Street.

Bond amount: $2 million

Bond amount: $4.9 million

IN DEVELOPMENT
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Development status: Engineering
services for the design phase were
awarded April 12.
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The project will improve east-to-west mobility by adding a fourth westbound
lane from Woodloch Forest Drive to Grogan’s Mill Road.
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Development status: in study phase

Bond amount: $2.6 million
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LAKE WOODLANDS DRIVE
Development status: in study phase

11 RAYFORD ROAD

Development status: in design
phase /right of way acquisition in
progress

Rayfo
rd Rd
.

Lazy Ln.

Dr.
Northcrest

Timeline: The project will widen the
road from Lazy Lane to the Grand
Parkway from four to six lanes. An
overpass at the Union Pacific Railroad tracks and access management will also be constructed. The
project will improve east-to-west
traffic flow and safety along the
Rayford Road corridor.

Project details: Construction will
add two concrete lanes with asphalt shoulders to complete the full
boulevard section from FM 2978
to Branch Crossing Drive. Benefits
include reducing congestion on
the existing roadway and relieving
traffic on parallel routes.
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Bond amount: $8 million

Source: Montgemery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Bond amount: $60 million

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft.
From the $300’s to high $400’s

COME HOME TO

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS

Inway Oaks Estates
SPRING, TX
GATED
SPEC HOMES NOW AVAILABLE

Meadowsweet Dr.

hir e

Butera Rd.

Nichols Sawmill Rd.

Infinity Classic Homes is
dedicated to providing top
quality, energy-efficient
homes for the best value.

v ers

Gosling Rd.

NO MUD TAXES

Do

For More Information

281-757-9946 281-330-2096
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Overtime
Continued from | 1

white-collar salaried workers nationwide,
including many in The Woodlands area.
The DOL is expected to make a final decision on the rule by July.
The rule would change the salary
threshold for those who are exempt from
receiving mandatory overtime pay. Currently, full-time salaried workers making
$23,660 or more per year do not qualify
for overtime pay. That salary level would
change to $50,440 or more per year in
2016 under the proposed rule.
U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Wood-

lands, said the proposed rule has the
potential to hurt businesses and reduce
mid-level employment opportunities.
“It certainly makes it harder for
small businesses who are already struggling under higher taxes, ‘Obamacare’
and a lot of new red tape out of Washington,” Brady said. “This really hurts
the people who were trying to move
from the second to the third rung in
the economic ladder. Opportunities
for advancement normally come from
salaried management and higher positions.”
The DOL argues the rule would help
workers receive fair compensation for

their work as well as create hundreds of
thousands of jobs by leading employers to hire part-time workers to take
over excess hours their current fulltime employees are working, said Ross
Eisenbrey, Economic Policy Institute
vice president and DOL expert.
“If [employers] think that paying
time and a half for overtime is too
expensive, the answer is don’t do it,”
Eisenbrey said. “Don’t work people
long hours. It’s bad for their families;
it’s bad for their productivity; it’s bad
for their health. It’s a bad idea.”
The DOL estimates 4.6 million employees currently exempt from over-

WAGES OVER TIME
Timeline key:

Designed by Aubrey Cade
Poverty threshold (family of four)

Period in which the salary threshold falls below the poverty level for a family of four

Poverty threshold (one person)

Year the poverty and/or overtime salary threshold was raised

The U.S. Department of Labor has updated the overtime pay salary threshold seven times in its history. The
salary threshold has twice dipped below the poverty level for a family of four in its history. The poverty level
for one person, however, has never gone above the salary threshold. The graph shows the historic salary and
poverty levels as well as when the salary threshold fell below the poverty level for a family of four.

$1,560

The Woodlands area
According to The U.S. Census Bureau, the full-time, year-round civilian
labor force in The Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North combined
in 2014 was 36,844 people.
In The Woodlands, 35,028 workers were full-time and 25.6 percent of
these workers make less than $50,000
in 2014. Oak Ridge North had 967 full-
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Overtime salary threshold (salaries below
this level qualify for mandatory overtime pay)
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workers receive fair compensation for
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1963: The Equal Pay Act of 1963

passes. The act guarantees equal pay
for equal work for men and women.

1938: The Fair Labor Standards
Act passes. The act establishes
the standard 40-hour workweek,
classifies overtime pay and
minimum wage, and sets in place
child labor laws.

1967: The Age Discrimination
in Employment Act passes.
The act prohibits workplace
discrimination based on age.

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!

281-367-7770

The Woodlands & Spring
THE #1 Top Producing
Office in Texas .

TheWoodlands-Spring.com
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time workers and 35.1 percent made
less than $50,000 in 2014. In Shenandoah, 849 workers were full time, and
40.7 percent of these workers made
less than $50,000 in 2014, according
to census data.
The estimated average household
income in 2014 was $123,884 in The
Woodlands area, which includes
The Woodlands, Shenandoah and
Oak Ridge North, according to The
Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership. The estimated average income in Montgomery
County was $96,164.
“If the DOL adopts the proposed
overtime pay legislation, we believe
that it could affect employees in The
Woodlands who work in a virtual
office setting the most,” said Laura
Lea Palmer, vice president of business retention and expansion for The
Woodlands Area EDP. “This ruling
could reduce the flexibility that some
companies have offered their
employees in the past. Some

$13,000

employers could eliminate working
remotely all together in order to not
have to rely on the self-reporting of
overtime hours.”
Fair Labor Standards Act
In 2014, President Barack Obama
signed a presidential memorandum
directing the DOL to update its regulations that define which white-collar workers are protected under the
Fair Labor Standards Act’s overtime
rules. The FLSA, which was passed in
1938, establishes overtime and minimum-wage standards.
In response, the DOL sought to
modernize and simplify its regulations and ultimately proposed changing the salary threshold in 2015.
“The basic rule under the Fair
Labor Standards Act is that everybody is entitled to overtime,” Eisenbrey said. “The policy is that people
shouldn’t work more than 40 hours
a week. If they work over 40 hours a
week, they should be paid extra, and

that discourages employers from The final decision
The DOL opened a comment
working people long hours because
period on the proposed rule from
they do have to pay extra.”
The DOL has changed its salary July 6-Sept. 4 last year. During that
threshold seven times since imple- time, the department received more
menting overtime protections, with than 270,000 comments.
The DOL must review all of those
the last update taking place in 2004
when the salary level was changed to comments before making a final de$23,660 per year. Before then, the sal- cision this summer.
The proposed rule does not have to
ary levels had not been updated since
go before Congress because Congress
1975.
A DOL argument for updating the has given the DOL authority to regusalary level is the 2004 threshold falls late policies related to labor. The presbelow the poverty level for a family of ident and the U.S. Office of Information & Regulatory Affairs may review
four, which is $24,250 per year.
In the past, the salary threshold the final rule prior to publication.
has been a set number.
This time, the proposed
rule suggests changing the
Tell us what you think.
salary level to the 40th per- $23,660
Comment at communityimpact.com
centile of earnings, which per year
would equate to $50,440
per year in 2016. The DOL
also proposes updating the
$19,307
salary level every year.

$50,440
proposed
per year

$24,250

per year

$11,880

$5,500

Between 1990 and 2004, the overtime pay salary
threshold fell below the poverty level for a family of
four. After 2004, it took less than 10 years for the
salary threshold to again fall below the poverty level.

$2,724
1975

$9,646

FALLING BELOW:

1980

1990

2000

1970: The Occupational Safety and

2004

2009: The Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act passes. The act aims
to decrease the number of uninsured
citizens and reduce health care costs.

Health Act passes. The act helps ensure
workers’ rights to a safe work place.

1990: The Americans with
Disabilities Act passes. The
act prohibits workplace
discrimination based on a
disability.

2016

2010

2016: The DOL is expected
to make a final decision on a
proposal to update the salary level
to the 40th percentile of earnings
by July.

2014: President Barack Obama directs

DOL to update which white-collar
workers are protected under the FLSA’s
minimum wage and overtime standards.

Sources: U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Census Bureau, National Archives and Records Administration/Community Impact Newspaper
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It’s a great time to buy a home - what better way to invest than in something you
actually enjoy? Here are some of our featured offerings this month...

47 N REGENT OAK

35 W OLD STERLING CIRCLE

This timeless masterpiece is delightfully different & more like the homes
you ﬁnd in River Oaks. Elegant yet comfortably family oriented, the home
sits on an over 1 acre golf course lot in Chancery Place - Custom designed for
the original owner and meticulously maintained & updated by the current
owner, the home features Palladian windows overlooking the gorgeous
grounds, honed limestone & wood ﬂoors, fabulous kitchen family/gathering
areas, elevator, ﬁnished garages, generator, gated entry. Five bedrooms,
six full baths and one half bath with a ﬁnished four car attached garage.
www.47regentoak.com - $2,250,000

From the fabulous curb appeal to the lush backyard with pool and spa,
this Meadowlark custom home is what you are looking for. Double entry
doors are replicas of ones from Europe and add to the character of the
home. The study has high ceilings with wood ﬂoors that are also found
in the large dining room and master bedroom. Master & guest suite
down. Outstanding trim details and built ins, a huge breakfast bar, and
a large Texas Basement. In the neighborhood of Old Sterling. Five
bedrooms, four full baths and one half bath, and a three car garage.
www.35woldsterling.com - $800,000

26 SKYFLOWER DRIVE

11 BRACEBRIDGE DR

Fabulously redone and additions made on this wonderful ¾ acre
lot overlooking the Golf Course in Panther Creek. Within three
minutes to the Town Center. Nothing else like it. The home is
3875 sq ft per owner. With 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths and 1 half bath.
Three car garage. Pool with spa. Master down and game room up.
www.26skyﬂower.com - $985,000

A refreshingly modern one story on over 1/2 acre of a lushly treed lot with private
backyard. Separate casita, sleek lines, immaculate condition with lots of outdoor
entertainment areas. Huge island kitchen, lots of windows internalizing the
lush outdoors. Nestled in the estate section of Cascade Canyon, this home
has a versatile ﬂoor plan that will ﬁt varied family’s needs. There is a staircase
to a large open space above the garage suitable for additional build-out. Four
bedrooms, three full bath and two half baths with a four car attached garage.
www.11bracebridge.com - $1,195,000

142 S TRANQUIL PATH DRIVE

74 LYRIC ARBOR CIRCLE

A wow house in every sense, sitting on 2.6 lush acres in Grogans Point.
Numerous recent updates. Travertine & wood ﬂooring, in-law apartment w/
kitchen, huge rooms, great media & game room upstairs. Three additional
bedrooms down plus wheelchair accessible apartment. Large master suite
with sunroom/sitting area, ﬁreplace and his and her bath. Gorgeous paneled
study, pass thru bar with sink, ice maker, 2nd dishwasher, and refrigerator,
circular drive with gates, cocktail pool. New Appliances. Five bedrooms,
four full baths and three half baths with a four car attached garage.
www.142stranquilpath.com - $2,500,000

713-702-6334
BETH@FERESTER.COM
WWW.FERESTER.COM

Former Hallmark Showcase home on the Palmer Course with double fairway
views & privacy. Extensive travertine ﬂoors. Beautiful landscaping, pool &
spa. Great kitchen with granite counters, large island, desk, refrigerator, gas
cooktop +. Den with ﬁreplace and built-ins. Fireplace in living room. Study
with wood ﬂoors and adjacent ‘working area’. Temperature controlled wine
closet. Spacious balcony off game room with fabulous views. Large master
with sitting area. Four bedrooms, three full baths and two half bath with a
full three car garage.
www.74lyricarbor.com - $889,000
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Real Estate Report
Local real estate news, trends, listings and data

77 REAL ESTATE

79 ASK A LANDSCAPER

80 REAL ESTATE UPDATES

Property value appraisals

Q&A with real estate experts

New homes available

The monthly real estate section features
news on local trends along with data and
listings for residential, multifamily and
commercial properties.

Montgomery County
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82 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

83 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

84 COMMERCIAL DATA
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Indian Springs, 77381
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Looking for your dream home
in a dream location?

2 RIATA DRIVE

42 CASTLEGREEN CIRCLE
$825,000
mmunity
• Gated Horse Co
on
y
• French Countr
6.3 acres
2 oversized
• 5 4

ATE DRIVE
59 NORTHG
$625,000
• Cochran’s Crossing
• Patio Home on
Golf Course
• Major Updates
• 3 2.5
3

$1,099,000
ot
oint Estate L
• Grogan’s P
ates
• Major Upd
3
• 4 3.2

20715 BENDING PINES

Direct:

713-256-4998 Office: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

$796,000

$619,000
• The Estates In Windros
e
• Gated Neighborhood
• 4 4.1
3

For more information, CHECK
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including photos,
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floor-plans, and
private showings, log on to:
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Outdoor Kitchen
3
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“For our clients, luxury is defined by
comfort level, not dollar amount.”

EVERYDAY LUXURY
AT EVERY PRICE POINT
CURIOUS ABOUT THE MARKET?

DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE MARKET REPORT AT
WWW.THEKINKTEAM.COM/REPORT

281.364.4828 │ TheKinkTeam.com
Info@TheKinkTeam.com

Each office is independently owned and operated
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increases

REAL ESTATE

Property values continue to rise in
The Woodlands area, south Mo.Co.

Between 2015-16, The Woodlands, Shenandoah and the Rayford Road corridor
have experienced an increase in overall market value, which is defined as the
price at which a property would be worth in cash or a cash equivalent. Overall
market value accounts for pre-existing properties, new developments and home
improvement additions as well as commercial, residential and business personal
property, or tangible items in the business owner’s possession that are necessary
for running the business.

By Beth Marshall

Montgomery County property values
have risen 12.5 percent on average since
last year, and The Woodlands Township,
Shenandoah and the Rayford Road
corridor have all seen an overall market
value increase, according to Montgomery Central Appraisal District data.
By and large, the market value of
residential properties in Montgomery
County, including new construction
and development, increased by
11.2 percent on average.
“We mailed out approximately
180,000 notices of appraised value this
year,” MCAD Chief Appraiser Mark
Castleschouldt said. “That covers
residential properties, commercial and
business personal properties.”
The MCAD office has already
started seeing property owners who
wish to protest the increase because
it causes their property tax rate to
rise. To file a protest, property owners
must present the Appraisal Review
Board with a written protest letter
with a U.S. Postal Service cancelation

stamp with a time and date no later
than midnight of the protest deadline.
This can be delivered in person or via
mail. Property owners in Montgomery
County have until Tuesday, May 31, to
protest their appraisal.
Overall, the township’s market value
increased 5.9 percent; Shenandoah’s
market value increased 12.5 percent;
and the Rayford Road corridor experienced a market value increase of 12.9
percent. This includes all pre-existing
properties, new construction and
development, and commercial, residential and business personal property.
“Most residential markets went up,”
MCAD Deputy Chief Appraiser Tony
Belinoski said. “The commercial market [increased] not as much as we’ve
seen in the past. I think a lot of that is
due to The Woodlands area starting
to peak out on their building area.”
See the upcoming June 9 edtion
for more coverage.

Overall market value increase
Includes all revaluation of pre-existing properties, new construction, new development,
commercial, residential, business personal property

12.5% 12.5% 5.9% 12.9%

Montgomery
County

City of
Shenandoah

Woodlands
Township

Rayford Road
Corridor

Overall market Value increase of
residential properties

Includes all revaluation of pre-existing properties, new construction, new development

11.2%

Montgomery
County

14%

City of
Shenandoah

3.75% 12.5%
Woodlands
Township

Rayford Road
Corridor

Overall property Value increase of
EXISTING residential properties
These properties were on the roll in 2015. Does not include new construction, additions

7.4%

Montgomery
County

7.5%

City of
Shenandoah

3.5%

Woodlands
Township

Source: Montgomery Central Appraisal District/Community Impact Newspaper

7.0%

Rayford Road
Corridor
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New S
HOME
from the 0s

- $60
$300s

Let the

Adventure
Begin

Explore the perfect community to call home.
5 Model Homes | 4 Award-Winning Builders

Great
Schools
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24-HOUR FITNESS CENTER
& HIKING TRAILS

THE RETREAT

MAGNOLIA ISD

FM 2978 @ NorthGrove Pkwy. | northgrovetx.com
M/I HOMES

•

PERRY HOMES

•

TOLL BROTHERS

•

TRENDMAKER HOMES

Open Daily. Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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CLEAN-CUT APPEAL: FRONT
YARD LANDSCAPING TIPS

Ask a landscaper
Local landscapers answer questions about trends and offer tips
to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or selling a home
in or around The Woodlands.

By Abigail Loop

James Newsom
Clean Cut Lawn Landscaping and Irrigation

There is nothing more noticeable and
gives more curb appeal than a careful, wellthought-out landscape of a home. For maximum curb appeal, keep the lawn mowed
and trimmed on a regular schedule, maintain shrub and tree shapes with regular
trimming; maintain beds with fresh mulch
applications and seasonal color; and keep
walkways clean and looking fresh. You
should refrain from displaying lawn or garden decorations in the front, such as gazing
balls and small statuettes. Clean, neat and
simple, with complimentary color, is your
best bet for curb appeal.
What can a homeowner do to help maintain the look of his or her lawn?

There are three basic elements to a good
lawn: regular and proper cutting, adequate

watering year-round and seasonal applications of fertilizer, post and pre-emergent
herbicides, and insect and disease control.
What are some tips on how to landscape
a yard while on a budget?

To maximize your budget, first you
must have a well-defined plan from which
to work. Review the plant material you
have and see if it needs to be shaped and
trimmed or if it needs to be relocated
for better coverage or eye appeal. Buy
younger plants, which are less expensive,
and have patience while they grow into
their full potential. You also want to add
color or flowers—you should first choose
some permanent plant material that
blooms, such as Knock Out roses, azaleas,
spirea and Indian hawthorn. Lastly, you
might consider designing and working
your budget-friendly plan in phases.

3

1

2

Plant with a plan: Know which
plants are in season, and hire
landscape architects to help
render elevations for a yard and
provide plant lists.

1. Avoid clusters: Make sure

groups of plants, trees and flowers
have enough room to spread to
avoid looking overgrown. Also,
overcrowded landscaping puts
plants at risk during drought
seasons as water is less available
between plants.

2. Be diverse: Mix plants and

flowers up, and avoid using the
same plants and shrubs. Strive for
four-season color and combine
spring-blooming flowers with
autumn-blooming flowers.

3. Take care of weeds: Weeds

obscure the look of a landscape
and shorten the life of brick and
stone. The best way to stop weeds
is to spread a pre-emergent about
three weeks before weed seeds
typically germinate.

Source: HouseLogic/Community Impact Newspaper

What are some essential curb appeal elements that help increase a home’s value?
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REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.
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Builder: Sullivan Brothers Building
Square footage: 1,676-2,750
Price range: $340,000-$490,000
Amenities: shopping center, hospital
Schools: Spring ISD (Northgate

6
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99
Map not to scale

1 Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar
Homes, Partners in Building, Ryland
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

2 Harmony
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland
Homes, Perry Homes, Taylor Morrison,
Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway,
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails,
Barefoot Park, Thicket Recreation Center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School and
Oak Ridge North High School)

3 The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217

Builder: Frankel Building Group

Square footage: 4,000-6,000
Home values: $1 million-$2.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails,
shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate
School, McCullough Junior High School,
The Woodlands High School)

4 Lakeside Cove
www.gracepointhomes.com

www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems,
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf

855-289-8565
www.northgrovetx.com

course

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, Toll

Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School,
Knox Junior High School, The
Woodlands College Park High School)

5 Preserve at Northampton

281-251-4666

Builder: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool,
playgrounds, walking trails, shopping
centers
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton
Elementary School, Krimmel Intermediate
School, Klein Oak High School)

6 Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979

7 Northgrove at Spring Creek

Brothers and Trendmaker Homes
Square Footage: TBA
Home values: $370,000-$850,000
Amenities: NorthGrove Lodge amenity
center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD (Smith
Elementary School, Bear Branch Sixth
Grade Campus, Bear Branch Junior High
School, Magnolia High School)

8 Malaga Forest
832-794-9792
www.malaga-homes.com

Builder: Malaga Homes
Square footage: 2,300- 3,300
Price: $459,000-$557,000
Amenities: parks, shopping center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary

Crossing Elementary School, Hildebrandt
Intermediate School, Twin Creeks Middle
School, Spring High School)

11 Canopy Green in Creekside
Park
832-869-4020
www.sheahomes.com

Builder: Shea Homes
Square footage: 2,734-3,677
Price range: $519,000+
Amenities: nature trails, parks,
shopping center

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

12 Braided Branch
832-559-8986
www.darlinghomes.com

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,940-3,770
Price range: $515,990-$617,990
Amenities: hiking and biking trails,
aquatic center, parks

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

13 Jaden Oaks
281-651-1888

Builders: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,160-4,390
Price range: $580,000+
Amenities: aquatic center, parks,
basketball and tennis courts

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

14 Wright’s Landing
832-482-8801
www.gracepointhomes.com/spring-
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Compiled by Abigail Loop

pad, open play area, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

15 Del Webb-The Woodlands
866-210-6878
www.delwebb.com

Builder: Del Webb
Square footage: 1,710-2,607
Price range: $273,990-$353,990
Amenities: clubhouse, walking trails,
tennis courts
Schools: Conroe ISD (Buckalew
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate
School, The Woodlands High School)

Homes

Square footage: 2,605-5,216
Price range: $389,990- $887,900
Amenities: lake, golf course, clubhouse

18 Honeycomb Ridge-The
Woodlands

Home designs come from architectural
influences that include Southern coastal
and French transitional styles.

Starting price range: $423,900$895,000+

713-632- 2957
www.honeycombridge.com

Builder: First Stone Homes
Square footage: 4,300 sq. ft.+
Price range: $900,000+
Amenities: shopping centers, schools,

Square footage: 2,722-5,500
Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School,
Klein Oak High School)
Anticipated completion: TBA

nature trails,
Schools:: Conroe ISD (Hailey
Elementary School, Vogel Intermediate
School, Knox Junior High School, The
Woodlands College Park High School

Unparalleled Luxury.
Unbelievable Locations.
Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!

rd

Rd

.

t Dr.

Builders: CalAtlantic Homes, Drees

biking trails, picnic areas
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

The Lakes of Shadow Creek is located in
the Augusta Pines community and is
composed of 44 lots. The neighborhood
is nestled within 23.6 acres of wooded
reserve and is located 2 miles north of
the Grand Parkway and 8 miles from I-45.
The Lakes of Shadow Creek is also 2
miles from the Creekside Village Shopping
Center.

Gosling Rd.

281-755-6034
www.calatlantichomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes,Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,500-5,528
Price range: $700,000+
Amenities: Golf course, hiking and

The Lakes of Shadow Creek

s
Northcre

16 Retreat at Augusta Pines

17 Coronet Ridge
281-516-0899
www.tollbrothers.com

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

W
.R
ay
fo

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Price range: $240,000- $314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash

Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School,
Klein Oak High School)

Courtesy The Lakes of Shadow Creek

texas-wrights-landing

Lakes of Shadow Creek
www.frankelbuildinggroup.com
281-306-3476

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park

Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge

New Model Home Now Open!
From the low $700s

Wooded Overlook

Final Opportunity Remains!
From the mid-$600s

The Estates at Blairs Way

Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve

Located on the Grand Parkway. Conroe ISD
Sycamore Heights - Model Home Now Open!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188

Magnolia Ridge

Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek

2 Model Homes Now Open! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection

New Option Features Just Added!
From the upper $400s

Estate Collection

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

Gated Home Sites Available!
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide.
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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REAL ESTATE

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The Village of Indian Springs, which is
the smallest village in The Woodlands, is
home to over 6,000 residents and 2,200
homes. Located just south of Woodlands
Parkway, the village features parks, close
proximity to the George Mitchell Nature
Preserve and a variety of shopping and
dining amenities.

Indian Springs, 77381

Recent listings

Square footage: 2,108-3,813

27 Outervale Place		

Home values: $315,000-$649,900

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
4,287 sq. ft.
Agent: Susan Stahley
713-480-8707
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
2,108 sq. ft.
Agent: Teresa Sartin
713-724-8685
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

11 S. Chandler Creek Circle

14 Spotted Deer Drive		

Amenities: parks, shopping centers, walking
trails
77384

54 Winter Wheat Place		

$315,000

Schools: Conroe ISD (Tough Elementary
School, Mitchell Intermediate School
McCullough Junior High School and The
Woodlands High School)

1488

77382
77385
77381
77389

$434,900

45

77386
77380

Market data provided by
Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Property taxes (in dollars):
The Woodlands Township	
Montgomery County	
Montgomery County Hospital	
Lone Star College	
Montgomery County MUD 60	
Conroe ISD		

0.2500
0.4767
0.0725
0.1081
0.1975
1.2800

Total (per $100 value)

2.3848

Median
home value

Median price
per square foot

$482,450

$649,900

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
3,813 sq. ft.
Agent: Monica Brashear		 832-381-6742
Martha Turners Sotheby’s International RealtyThe Woodlands

Median annual
property taxes

$159.94

$8,602

Homes on
the market*

2

$349,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
3,129 sq. ft.
Agent: Vickie White		 832-515-5797
Better Homes And Gardens Real Estate Gary
Greene-Champions

Homes under
contract*

Average days on
the market*

1

12

*As of 5/4/16

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data
Median price of homes sold

On the market (April 2016)

Price

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

77380

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389

$550,000

$149,999 or less

4/38

-

2/171

10/38

22/36

9/18

$500,000

$150,000–$199,999

21/77

13/50

-

3/116

32/42

27/49

20/40

$200,000–$299,999

25/57

54/75

44/108

56/77

79/68

174/69

85/76

$300,000–$399,999

14/102

62/108

79/72

71/101

59/162

139/124

132/120

$400,000–$499,999

8/28

48/77

47/162

37/64

18/130

67/109

79/143

$500,000–$599,999

2/116

39/58

51/64

18/259

14/243

31/142

53/210

$200,000

$600,000–$799,999

29/161

39/106

45/114

31/64

5/146

37/154

41/352

$150,000

$800,000–$999,999

11/270

14/96

40/157

7/43

-

24/232

30/244

$100,000

$1 million +

47/166

24/507

69/278

4/135

2/291

9/197

77/225

Price Range

77381

77382

April 2015 vs.
77384

77385

April 2016
77386

-6.1%

$450,000
$400,000

+3.2%

$350,000

+25%

$300,000

-4.5%

+1.5%
+12%

$250,000
-0.8%

–

!
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S
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WOODFOREST

THE WOODLANDS

HARPERS PRESERVE

107 Windfair Loop | $999,990

7 Flagstone Path | $499,000

8315 Floating Heart Ct. | $350,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com
heritagetexas.com

77389

®
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NEARBY DEVELOPMENT

LOCAL AMENITIES

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Indian Springs Shopping
Center

Holly Creek Apartments

Indian Springs Shopping Center features
some of the following businesses located at
Woodlands Parkway and Kuykendahl Road in
The Woodlands:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forestgate Park is one of the major parks
in Indian Springs and is located on Forestgate
Drive in The Woodlands. The park features
basketball courts, barbecue pits, pavilions
and gazebos, soccer fields and tennis courts,
and play equipment for both younger and
older children.

Cartoon Cuts
DoubleDave’s Pizzaworks
European Wax Center
Frost Bake Shoppe Cupcakes & More
Glo Sun Spa
H-E-B Central Market
Kid to Kid
LearningRx

Number of units: 310
Square footage: 632-1,068
Unit features*:
• One-, two- and three- bedroom apartments
• Breakfast bar
• Cable ready
• Carpeted floors
• Private balconies and patios
• Spacious walk-in closets
Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.
.
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Int
er

f aith

ds
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333 Holly Creek Court, The Woodlands
281-367-7718
www.apartmentsathollycreek.com
*As of 5/4/16

my son will never
know his grandpa.
Jessica and Wyatt – FivePoint Credit Union Associate

GET A

LOAN RATE

DISCOUNT

2%
up to

Federally Insured by NCUA

Way

Holly Creek Ct.

an

*All features vary by unit
**Call the leasing office for most up-to-date
prices

h

ek

dl

George Mitchell Nature Preserve is
part of Montgomery County’s Spring Creek
Greenway and covers nearly 1,700 acres.
The preserve includes a hiking trail loop,
bike trails and lake paths. The preserve is
a collaborative project by The Woodlands
Development Company, Montgomery County
Precinct 3, The Woodlands Township and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
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Listed one-bedroom starting price**:
632 sq. ft.: $799
Listed two-bedroom starting price:
781 sq.ft.: $880
924 sq.ft.: $940
Listed three-bedroom starting price:
1,068 sq. ft.: $1,025

*

Get a loan. Help save a life.
When you get a loan from FivePoint Credit Union,
you can join us in the fight against cancer and
we’ll contribute 1%* of every loan we make
to the American Cancer Society.
Because together, we can make a
big impact for hope.

Visit MoneyForLoans.org

for more details.

*$500 maximum donation. Excludes credit cards and lines of credit. Rate discount does not apply to mortgages.
Normal credit rating criteria apply. Promotion dates May 2-July 30, 2016.
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE RETAIL SPACE

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor
Houston, TX 77064
Houston | The Woodlands | College Station

The Woodlands Retail Space | First Quarter 2016

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff
Retail space in The Woodlands area remained well-occupied during the first quarter
of 2016 with more available space coming soon. There are five new buildings, or
approximately 40,800 square feet, of planned retail space under construction in
The Woodlands area.

By the numbers

Vacancy rate
This chart shows the percentage of vacant retail space in The Woodlands over a fiveyear period.

892

Number of buildings
in inventory

10%

16,027,601

8%

Total available %

509,736

square feet of unoccupied space

Under
construction

square feet of total office space

6%

40,862

3.2% Q1

4%

square feet

41,244

2%

$19/sf

square feet leased

Average net rental rate

5

0

YEAR

96.8%

occupancy rate

buildings
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Rental rate

Square feet leased

This chart shows the change in average net rental rates per quarter for retail space in
The Woodlands.

This chart shows the change in retail space leased per quarter in The Woodlands.
400,000

$21/sf
$20/sf

350,000

$19/sf Q1

300,000

$18/sf

Total square feet

Rental rate NNN

$19/sf

$17/sf
$16/sf
$15/sf

250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000

$14/sf
$13/sf

0

$12/sf

YEAR

41,244 sf Q1

50,000

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

YEAR

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Source: Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data; includes class A and B buildings of 10,000 square feet or greater/Community Impact Newspaper

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

WE PUT THE EASE IN LEASE.
When running a business, the last thing you need is to be bogged down by baffling
real estate contract jargon. Count on Caldwell. Our unmatched expertise and over
25 years experience in local tenant and landlord representation cuts through the
confusion so you don’t have to. Call our Woodlands office today at 281.664.6644.

O F FI C E

n

INDUSTRIAL

n

LAND

n

R E TA I L

4526 Research Forest Dr. #350 | Woodlands, TX 77381
281.664.6644 | caldwellcos.com
070-417 Comm. Impact - April_MECH.indd 1

4/5/16 11:52 AM
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REAL ESTATE

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

Commercial properties

2978

Featured listings of active area properties

1488
45

Properties for lease

The Woodlands

*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings

3091 College Park Drive

2

5,116 sq. ft.
$14-$27.25/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Steven Greenberg		
214-572-8403
Agency: The Retail Connection

19075 I-45 S.

26400 Kuykendahl Road

5
7,000 sq. ft. and 12,795 sq. ft.
Agent: Luke Isenbarger
Agency: Kite Realty Group

N/A
317-577-5600

Dr.
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Rayford Rd

GRAND PARKWAY
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Map not to scale

24350 Kuykendahl Road

6
12,275 sq. ft.
N/A
Agent: Rip Reynolds		
281-719-6125
Agency: The Woodlands Development Company LP
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1,300-7,900 sq. ft.		
$26.25/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Ross Foldetta 		 281-466-2880, ext.1
Agency: Foldetta Commercial
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Sawdust Rd.

3,200 sq. ft.
		
$27.25/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Jeff Beard 		281-367-2220, ext. 102
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company
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7,483 sq. ft.
$18.50/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Jeff Beard		281-367-2220, ext. 102
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company
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Gosling Rd.

2230 Buckthorne Place

R es

990 Rayford Road

7
12,600 sq. ft.		
N/A
Agent: Michelle Pilgrim 		 713-784-3790, ext. 3
Agency: The Milestone Companies

8
3,000 sq. ft.
$15/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Kantha Reddy		
713-992-1814
Agency: Kantha and Prabhakara Reddy

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

SINGLE TENANT SALE/LEASEBACK

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tenant Representation
Office & Retail
Investment Properties
Land & Development
Medical
Industrial

14 01 Woodlands Park way, T he Woodlands, T X 7 73 8 0

281-723-0215
OJ Bobek
oj@bobekrealt ygroup.com
w w w.BobekRealt yGroup.com

27260 Oakridge Park Drive
The Woodlands, TX
8% Cap Rate • 2 Buildings on 8.6 acres
Great highway access to Interstate 45, The Grand Parkway, Hardy Toll road
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SIGN UP FOR OUR
FREE EMAIL
NEWSLETTER!

Receive regular
emails with local
news you can use

Learn about nearby
business openings,
development & more

Preview stories from the
forthcoming print edition
before it’s in mailboxes

Purchase a $75 Gift Card in
May and June to receive a FREE
add on service!

Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Automotive
Christian Brothers Automotive.............. 89

Dining
Another Broken Egg Cafe..................... 90
Atsumi Asian Kitchen and Sushi Bar..... 91
Coffeeshop Company........................... 93
Fish & Camaron................................... 93
Kolache Factory................................... 92
Kona Grill............................................. 92
Lama Cafe........................................... 91
Marble Slab Creamery......................... 88
Namaste Indian Restaurant.................. 89
Super Yummy Mongolian Stir Fry & Sushi......88
Sitar Cuisine of India............................ 92
Theiss Farms Market........................... 91

We specialize in

• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • PAINTING

Health & beauty

Over 30 years of Professional Service

“I taught my boys to take care of their
customers like they take care of their Mother!”

Healthy Figures Houston...................... 90
Modern Salon...................................... 90

Home & garden
Primo Outdoor Living........................... 88

Professional services

TIME FOR AN A/C TUNE UP?

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

$69

Tune-Up!
(Regular $89)

Retail

WHY TUNE UP
YOUR A/C?

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

PEACE OF MIND!

Fix it Once. Fix it Right.

We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF

$25 OFF

$50 OFF

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 6/9/16.

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 6/9/16.

Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Expires 6/9/16.

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

Lic. No. MPL12929

Lic. No. TACLB33409E

Any Plumbing
Service

Any A/C
Service

Bradbury Home Services..................... 87
Integrity Comfort Solutions................... 94
Joe the Plumber.................................. 92
Maid Right .......................................... 92
Pro Steem............................................ 93

Beautiful Finish. Every Time.

Any Painting
Service

Health Market...................................... 94
Home Consignment Center.................. 95

Sports & activities
inSPIRE Rock....................................... 94
Stage Right.......................................... 94
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With every purchase from Primo Outdoor Living, a portion of the
proceeds will go to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital
Arbors, Pergolas, and Gazebos • Outdoor Kitchens • Outdoor Fireplaces and
Fire Pits • Paver & Travertine Patios, Walkways, & Pool Decks • Pool Remodels

The most unique birthday
party in the Woodlands!
Field trips and birthday parties

10% OFF
birthday parties
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Receive a FREE outdoor ceiling fan
with electrical hook up with a pergola purchase.

.

Restrictions and limitations apply.

4747 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381

25195 Melda Road, The Woodlands 77380
832-588-7733
www.primooutdoorliving.com
primo@primooutdoorliving.com

(281) 362-9111

Buy One Bowl, Get Second Bowl

1/2 Off

Adult bowl only. Dine in only. One coupon per table.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 6/8/16

Super Yummy was created by William Wang. He has 20 years of cooking
experience in his own bowl of skills. He knows the Asian cuisine very well.
Currently there are two Super Yummy locations, one in Tomball and the
other in The Woodlands. Sushi is a big hit at both of our locations with 40
different kinds of rolls. We use the healthiest ingredients in every bowl we
make. We serve many different kinds of protein, vegetables and starches.
12 different sauces are featured to enhance the taste of your bowls. Lunch
and dinner served with many specials throughout the week. We cater
to our health conscious guests. Customize your bowl to be Gluten Free,
Vegetarian or Low Carb. Make your bowl to be allergy friendly!

Everyday Specials
All Chef’s Special Roll $2 Off

with Purchase of 2 Adult Bowls and 2 Drinks
Dinner and Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot
be combined with any other offers. Expires 6/8/16

$5
off
OFF
Purchase of $30 or More
Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot be
combined with any other offers. Expires 6/8/16

Everyday from 2:30pm - 6pm

588 Sawdust Rd
Appetizers $1.99 All Day Friday - Sunday Spring, TX 77380
281-419-7777
Spring Roll, Pork Egg Roll, Edamame

Cream Cheese Puffs, Potstickers
Saw
dust R
d

Hours:
Sun - Thu 11am - 9:30pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 10:30pm
45 North

Weekend Specials

www.superyummystirfry.com
facebook.com/superyummyatspring
Text: SuperYummy To: 95577 Get: Special Offers!

Free
Appetizer

KIDS EAT
FREE

Buy 2 adult bowls, get a free kids bowl (2-10yrs)
Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Expires 6/8/16
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Indian Restaurant
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road#115

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380
Spring, TX 77380
Behind
HEB
and
Sawdust
Rd.
Behind HEB
@@
I45I45
and
Sawdust
Rd.

281298
2985570
5570
281
– - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING
LUNCH BUFFETT

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm
($10.99)
NOW G
VIN
SER AND
R
BEE NE!
WI

2 FOR $20

Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.
Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be
presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other offer.
Expires 5/31/16

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm
Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm; Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

19
19

$$

95
95

A/C
AC Performance
Check
Inspection
Freon and dye extra

Freon and dye extra if needed.
Expires 8/30/15
6/30/16
Expires
1/15/16CICI

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF

Any Repair or Service of $75+
Any Repair or Service of $450+
Any Repair or Service of $750+
Expires 8/30/15
6/30/16CICI
Expires

Expires
Expires 8/30/15
6/30/16
1/15/16CICI

Expires 8/30/15
6/30/16CICI
Expires
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FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM THAT
TRULY WORKS AND IS AFFORDABLE.
KICK METABOLISM
INTO HIGH GEAR

KERRY LOST 45.4 POUNDS AND
35.5 INCHES IN 25 WEEKS!

AFTER

BEFORE

GIVE US A CALL!

281.419.7222

WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND MAY BE COVERED BY YOUR INSURANCE.

• EAT NORMAL FOODS
• USE PATENTED FAT-BURNERS
AND BLOCKERS
• FDA-APPROVED APPETITE
SUPPRESSANT
• ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

$50 Off
INITIAL VISIT

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385

HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

CALL TODAY
FOR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION!
10490 Huffmeister Rd.
Houston, TX 77065
281.807.4247
9635 N. Houston Rosslyn Rd.
Houston, TX 77088
713.896.4247
15202 Mason Rd. #300
Cypress, TX 77433
832.653.5826
469 FM 1488
Conroe, TX 77384
936.273.4471
Summerwood - Opening in May
13176 West Lake Houston Parkway,
Suite # 8
Houston, TX 77024
W. LAKE HOUSTON PKWY.

8

M

MODERNSALONDAYSPA.COM

12/31/2016
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Theiss Farms Market
The Theiss family has been farming and providing homegrown produce
to the Spring/Klein community for over 150 years! We expanded to the
Woodlands area nearly 20 years ago!

Best Asian Fusion in Town! Atsumi offers a unique dining experience
unlike anything else - come see for yourself!
www.AtsumiUSA.com

|

(936) 242-0044

Homegrown produce • Rustic wood decor
Beautiful flowers & plants • Local honey

3335 College Park Dr. in The Woodlands

College Park Dr.

Monday through Sunday 11 am - 10 pm
U.S. HWY.

Happy Hour 7 days a week all day

45

Now featuring Texas corn and tomatoes, homegrown squash, green beans,
yellow wax beans, kale, greens, beets, turnips, cabbage, fresh shelled purple hull
peas, pinto beans and local honey.
Coming soon: Texas peaches and more homegrown produce weekly!
hours of operation

Mon. - Sat.: 10 AM - 6:30 PM, Sun: 11 AM - 5 PM

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE
With purchase of 2 drinks. One coupon per table and cannot be combined with
other offers. Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 6/8/16

$10 OFF
$50 OR MORE

One coupon per table and cannot be combined with other offers.
Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 6/8/16

DRAFT BEER - CHINESE FOOD - SUSHI

The Rayford location offers weekly
produce delivery.

20% off

Visit www.tmfreshpick.com
for information.
2008 Rayford Rd., Spring, TX 77386
281-419-3276
Imperial Oaks Blvd.
45

Rayford Rd.

plant & produce
purchase only
Expires 6/1/16

Also visit our 2nd location at:
17045 Stuebner Airline Rd., Klein, TX 77379
281-370-3276

Like us on Facebook!

theissfarmsmarket.com • tmfreshpick.com

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381
281-651-5194
www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

Holly Hill Dr.

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

45

R es e

arch F

orest Dr.

20% OFF
Pick up or dine in only. Expires 6/8/16.

C H I C A G O S T Y L E P I Z Z A • I TA L I A N B E E F S A N D W I C H E S • H O T D O G S
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SITAR
HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and
Installations Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration
Systems • Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backﬂow
Preventers Installation • Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet
High Pressure Services • Sample Wells

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL SERVICES.

WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY
PLUMBING SERVICES
CALL TODAY FOR
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured License #13044

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

Cleaning your home as a
Maid Right owner is my
business... literally!

Save $75*

Same reliable owners clean every visit
EnviroShield® Whole Home Disinfecting
Sign up for Cleaning
three recurring*
Hospital-Grade
Products
Maid Right home cleaning services and receive a $25 credit for each completed
cleaning
service.
Act
now
and
save
$75.
Not redeemable
for cash. Must
include three
Color-Coded
Cloths
Reduce
Cross
Contamination
recurring cleaning calls at $25 per visit. Not valid on prior purchases.
Participating locations only. Expires 6/8/16.
Strongest Guarantee In the Industry

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils,
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

$5 OFF

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table.

next to
India Gourmet Spices

I-45 North

CONROE

Our
Unique Service:
Our Unique Service

Same reliable owners clean every visit
EnviroShield™ Whole Home Disinfecting
Hospital-Grade Cleaning Products
Color-Coded Cloths Reduce Cross Contamination
Strongest Guarentee In the Industry

Woodlands
Pkwy.

Franchise opportunities available, call for information!

Valleywood

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM
Rayford Sawdust

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, Katy, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER
HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

HOUSTON

C Y P R E SS 281-256-2239
H O USTO N 346-319-2029

CUISINE OF INDIA

N

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380
(281) 364-0200

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

Get a Free Estimate:

(936)828-4000
conroe.maidright.com
© 2015 Maid Right Franchising LLC. Maid Right and JAN-PRO International are subsidiaries of Premium Franchise Brands LLC.

Now Open at

1500 Research Forest Drive
at Six Pines! 281-419-5537

25% OFF
FREE Sausage &
Cheese Kolache Any Dozen Kolaches
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

FREE
Espresso Drink

$10.00 OFF
A Party Tray

With any purchase.

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or
specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

Buy 3 Get 3
Buy 1 Sweet &
Get 1 Sweet FREE OR Buy 6 Get 6
Of equal or lesser value.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering.
Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

Buy 3 Get 3
Buy 3 Get 3
OR Buy 6 Get 6 OR Buy 6 Get 6
KOLACHES FREE KOLACHES FREE

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe 127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands
936-539-2050

281-292-1133

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive.
Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 6/8/16. WDL-92

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

Franchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today
Order gift cards online
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Smart fresh Seafood

A European Cafe

One of the best and healthiest seafood
restaurants in The Woodlands

COFFEESHOP COMPANY

15% OFF

26817 1-45 NORTH, THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380
located next to Ditco Tile just south of
woodlands Pkwy. on the feeder

your order, up to $50!

One coupon per customer. Expires 6/8/16.

Crossing

2978

Not only is our coffee great, we also offer:
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281-616-3944 • WWW.COFFEESHOPTHEWOODLANDS.COM

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • Beer & Wine • Fresh
Pastries • Tortilla Pizzas, Crepes & Soups • Unique
Hot & Cold Teas • Brew at the Table

9950 Woodlands Pkwy, Ste 450
The Woodlands, TX

New Location
Coming May 2016!
25219 Kuykendahl Plaza, Ste G150
The Woodlands, TX

Organic

House-made Lemonade

fishandcamaron.com • (713) 389-5363

with this coupon. expires 6/8/16.

Buy any coffee drink, and get one
of equal or lesser value for free.
With this coupon. expires 6/8/16.

FREE ESTIMATES!

FREE ESTIMATES!
A PROSTEEM Company

281.547.0220

A PROSTEEM Company

281.255.0024

Present this card for

20%
OFF
TILE CLEANING
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with
your purchase of $199 or more.

In plant
facility!

WANT TO CHANGE THE
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

20%
OFF
RUG CLEANING
Customer drop-off
in-store

BEFORE

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL
www. GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

Cash and check only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR • PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM-FIT RUG PAD
MOTH GUARD • PET ODOR REMOVAL • APPRAISAL
www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com
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THE WOODLANDS LARGEST HEALTH FOOD STORE

Iridology • Hair Analysis • Foot Detox

427 Sawdust Rd.
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4
281-367-0002

SAVE MONEY!

20% OFF

ANY ITEM

www.WoodlandsHealthMarket.com

HVAC Repairs

Heating

Healthy Air

Air Conditioning

GREAT FINANCING

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special
rebates, worry-free warranties.

- Elle Woods

July 8 - 24
Fri. & Sat. at 8 pm
Sundays at 2 pm

Call today for a free home visit!
1-844-Get-Cool
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com
License # TACLB49330E
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Beautiful Designer Furniture and
Accessories all at Consignment Prices!

NEW STUFF

Every Few Minutes!

18 stores including Austin, Bee Cave, San Antonio, McKinney and The Woodlands

THE WOODLANDS 27820 145 North, Conroe, TX 281.367.0420
woodlands@hccenter.com Hrs. 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

UNDEFEATED IN

SPORTS MEDICINE

Sports injuries have met their match.
Whether you’re facing a sports injury or just want to up your game, our
Memorial Hermann IRONMAN Sports Medicine Institute can help. Affiliated
physicians from UTHealth Medical School and our team of experienced
therapists and sports performance specialists work together to speed recovery
and improve performance. It’s a winning combination – and one only
found at Memorial Hermann.

Learn more at ironman.memorialhermann.org

SUGAR LAND | THE WOODLANDS

THE WOODLANDS EDITION

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER | MEMORIAL CITY

