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Hospitality industry brings eateries, hotels to The Woodlands
Rising population, workforce spurs multiple new projects as residents confront increased traffic near Town Center
See Hospitality | 68

Source: Apartment Data Services/Community Impact Newspaper

Amid a downturn in the oil and gas industry,
developers are still building numerous
multifamily units across The Woodlands area.
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There are
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Woodlands-area apartment complexes offering concessions, free rent to attract prospects
than 4,000 in The Woodlands/Conroe
South submarket.
The Greater Houston area created
23,300 jobs in 2015, and projections
for 2016 show 21,900 jobs will be
added, according to Patrick Jankowski,
senior vice president of research for the
Greater Houston Partnership.
As a comparison, from 2011-14 an
average of more than 89,000 jobs were
added per year, said Bruce McClenny,

4
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Multifamily projects face challenges amid oil, gas downturn
In the apartment construction industry one simple premise often guides
developers: Increased job growth creates a demand for new housing which
in turn leads to new construction.
However, despite the significant
decline in job creation, apartment
developers have an estimated 30,000
new units under construction in the
Greater Houston area—including more

new apartment complexes
are under construction in The
Woodlands area.
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By Abigail Loop

By Jeff Forward and Marie Leonard

president and CEO of Apartment Data
Services LLC.
“We have—what looks like—a threeyear supply [of apartments] without the
job growth to sustain the market,” Jankowski said. “There are going to be too
many units coming online for the job
growth we’re going to have.”
Jankowski said despite the job diversification in Houston, which helps offset
See Multifamily | 71
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Dozens of local restaurants, eateries, and burger joints will fill the air with the scintillating scents of burgers on
the grill. Selections of beer that pairs best with burgers - MC'd by FOX 26 Michelle Merhar & Live music supplied
on stage by local and regional bands like Josh Ward & Jason Cassidy . Celebrity chef judges like FOX 26 Cleverly
Stone & Phaedra Cook from Houston PRESS . KSTAR will be on site broadcasting the event on air.
Bring the family to our kidzone equipped with moonwalks, a rock wall and other fun filled activities .
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COMPLETE BREAST CARE,
NOW CLOSER TO HOME.
HOUSTON METHODIST BREAST CARE
CENTER AT THE WOODLANDS IS NOW OPEN.

Houston Methodist is bringing 3-D mammograms to The
Woodlands — so taking care of yourself just became more
convenient.
Houston Methodist Breast Care Center at The Woodlands
Medical Office Building 1
Suite 310
17183 Interstate 45 South
The Woodlands, TX 77385
Visit houstonmethodist.org/breast-care to schedule
your mammogram online or call 936.270.3600.

Mammogram Now Open (Community Impact 9.1837 x 11.25).indd 1

2/23/16 7:49 PM
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Many leaders in The
Woodlands boast the
community is unlike
any other because of its
well-planned amenities:
shopping, dining, parks,
schools—the list can go
on indefinitely.
It now appears a bolstering local arts scene
can be added to that list
with the opening of a
new art gallery in Town
Center, which is the subject of a First Look feature on
Page 19. The story is one of several in this issue focused
on art, which we plan to continue in future issues. If
you know of a local artist or topic you would like to see
featured, send us an email.
With spring nearly upon us, parents will soon be on
the hunt for activities for children during the warmer
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS
Drivers commuting between The Woodlands and Houston every day on I-45
are experiencing slower speeds and longer commute times with a nearly 10
percent increase in travel time between Beltway 8 and FM 1488 since 2012.

How much has your commute time
increased in the past 5 years?
71%
14%

Significantly
My commute time did increase, but I found ways around it by
using the Grand Parkway or HOV lanes.

8%

My commute time has remained the same

7%

Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/10/16–3/2/16
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Directors approve resolution
against five road projects
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Montgomery County considers
additional firework sales seasons
2015

46 TOWNSHIP

Julie Ambler
J.J. Hollie
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Marie Leonard

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

Glade Gallery

Rayford Road expansion planned
Traffic signal upgrades installed
FM 2978 widening moves forward

months. Our Summer Camp Guide on Page 60 has
a variety of options to keep your children busy this
summer. For the adults, our Brunch Guide on Page 62
includes a wide array of local restaurant options. It is
impossible to read through the guide without getting a
craving for an eggs Benedict or a mimosa.
Here at Community Impact Newspaper, we are getting
ready for a busy spring as well—our ninth paper in the
Greater Houston area launches in early April in the
Lake Houston/Kingwood area. Tell your friends or
co-workers in the area to be on the lookout for the first
edition in their mailbox.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and until next month
visit our website, communityimpact.com, for updates
in the coming weeks on meeting coverage, development
and new businesses.

RECREATION

New water amenities, park
projects coming this year

Collonade Shopping Center

/fox26houston

/fox26houston

Tune in to KSTAR 99.7 FM or visit www.kstarcountry.com
for weekly previews of local news from Community
Impact Newspaper.
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To provide pediatric emergency care
right in Charlie’s backyard.
When Charlie required emergency care, his family knew he
needed the specialized services only Texas Children’s Hospital
could provide. That meant driving more than 40 miles to Houston —
and that’s a long way when every second counts. Your gift to
the Promise Campaign will help support the construction of
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, bringing
dedicated pediatric emergency care to a growing community.

Make your promise. Donate today.

texaschildrens.org/promise

29421WCIN-013-110415

29421_TCH_Pomise_II_WOODLANDS_COMM_IMPACT_29421WCIN-013-110415_PROD.indd 1

11/4/15 4:19 PM
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4_17359

37x11.25
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When you’re looking to maintain
a positive cash flow.

We can help you manage your business finances.
With Wells Fargo small business resources, you’ll have access to:
• Online tools and resources that cover managing cash flow,
operations, financing options, tax strategies, and more.

Additional tools and
resources are available on
wellsfargoworks.com/run.

• Support and guidance of a banker from
your community.
• Innovative products, services, and programs.
Stop by and speak to a local banker today, or go to
wellsfargo.com/appointments to schedule an appointment
at a time that’s most convenient for you.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (2238204_17359)

2238204_17359 9.1837x11.25 4c.indd 1

2/24/16 2:49 AM
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Now Open
1 Amazing Lash Studio opened at
6503 FM 1488, Ste. 405, Magnolia,
in February. The studio provides
eyelash extensions for customers. A
stylist attaches lightweight extensions
approximately 1 millimeter from the
eyelid with a pharmaceutical grade
adhesive and chooses a pattern of

lengths and widths to develop the
style a customer chooses.
936-828-4484.
www.amazinglashstudio.com

exercises, lifestyle advice and natural
medicine and nutritional counseling.
281-364-2673.
www.corehealthchiropractor.com

2 Core Health Chiropractic &
Natural Medicine opened January 4
at 10845 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 102,
The Woodlands. The wellness facility
offers chiropractic care, corrective

3 The Houston Methodist Breast
Care Center at The Woodlands
opened in February at 17183 I-45 S.,
Ste. 310, The Woodlands. The facility
offers advanced 3-D mammography

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

281-465-0700

www.woodlandsruggallery.com
Like us on facebook

COME VISIT US IN THE
PINECROFT CENTER!

and board-certified, fellowshiptrained specialists. 936-270-3600.
www.houstonmethodist.com
4 A new Jiffy Lube location opened
Feb. 2 at 3468 FM 1488, Conroe.
Services include oil changes, air
conditioning services, air filtration,
brake work, cooling services, engine
diagnostics, fuel system checks,

INVENTORY
REDUCTION
SALE

20-70% OFF
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Coming Soon
7 Yoga Pod will open May 1 at
6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste.
204, The Woodlands. The fitness
studio offers a variety of yoga and
barre classes for both beginners and
advanced students and also offers hot
yoga rooms. 936-443-0971.
www.thewoodlands.
yogapodcommunity.com
8 Deacon Baldy’s Bar and Food
Trucks will open in May at 5447
FM 1488, Magnolia. Four permanent
food trucks and two rotating food
trucks will be located around
the bar. The bar itself will be an
open-air patio concept that will
have approximately 40 beers
on tap. The bar will focus on
local Texas craft breweries and
handcrafted cocktails. 936-520-0069.
www.deaconbaldys.com

Anniversaries
11 CRISP Wine, Bar and Eatery
celebrated the one-year anniversary
of its second Greater Houston area
location at 2520 Research Forest
Drive, The Woodlands, in March. The
restaurant offers American cuisine
with an Italian twist and also features
gluten-free menu options.
832-562-2520.
www.crispwoodlands.com
12 The classic arcade The Game
Preserve celebrates its one-year
anniversary at 473 Sawdust Road,
Spring, in March. The arcade is
membership-based, which means no
tokens are required to play games.
Games offered include pinball, PacMan, Donkey Kong and Robotron.
281-353-5189.
www.gamepreservehouston.com
13 Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe celebrated
its one-year anniversary in The
Creekside Park Village Center,
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A130,
The Woodlands, in February. The
candy store is also an ice cream
parlor and gift shop. Jordan’s Sweet

15 Straightline Auto Pros
celebrated its one-year anniversary
in February at 29103 FM 2978,
Magnolia. The dealership offers
financing options for used vehicles
of several different makes and
models, including Chevrolet, Ford,
Toyota and Volkswagen.
281-259-7340.
www.straightlineautopros.com

Relocations
16 Lama Mediterranean Cuisine
relocated from 1500 Research Forest
Drive, Ste. 100, The Woodlands, to
1644 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 100,
The Woodlands, in February. The
restaurant serves Mediterranean
and Greek meals such as falafel
sandwiches, chicken shawarma and
a gyros platter as well as features
outdoor tables with hookah pipes.
281-292-5262. www.lamacuisine.com

2
Core Health Chiropractic & Natural Medicine opened in January.

7
Yoga Pod will open a new location in The
Woodlands later this spring.

12
The Game Preserve celebrates its one-year
anniversary on Sawdust Road this March.

Name Change
17 Texas Taco Company, located at
6606 FM 1488, Magnolia, will change
its name to Mighty Taco Co. The
restaurant will continue to offer its
signature tacos after rebranding.
936-231-8332. www.facebook.com/
TexasTacoCompany.Magnolia/

13
Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe celebrated its oneyear anniversary in February.

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES
ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION
CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER
WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

Larry Harvey, CEO

Serving families and small
businesses since 1985.

Courtesy Core Health Chiropractic & Natural Medicine

14 Maquillage Pro Beauty
celebrates its one-year anniversary at
525 Sawdust Road, Ste. 111, Spring,
in March. The salon offers facials,
airbrush tanning and makeup,
bridal makeup, massage therapy and
chemical peels. 877-208-6139.
www.maquillagepro.com

News or questions about The Woodlands?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

Courtesy Yoga Pod

6 RedLine Athletics opened in
February at 602 Todd St., Conroe.
The second location in the Greater
Houston area, RedLine Athletics is a
sport-specific training facility to help
young athletes ages young athletes
ages 8 to 18. Some sports include
baseball, basketball and football. The
facility offers custom-private, semiprivate and group sports-specific
training. 832-648-5048
www.redlineathletics.com

10 Texas Homeplate Baseball
Academy will open April 1 at 15222
I-45 S., Conroe. The academy will
offer indoor baseball or softball
batting cages and hitting tunnels
for teams and individuals, as well as
lessons and camps for participants.
832-887-7881.
www.facebook.com/texas-homeplatebaseball-academy-642280632580681

Shoppe offers specialty chocolates
and hard-to-find candies. The gift
shop also carries Mickey Mouse Jelly
Belly banks and novelty candies.
281-255-2006

Courtesy The Gamer Preserve

5 Smoothie King opened a new
location in early February at 3535
Rayford Road, Ste. 100, Spring. The
business offers a variety of smoothies,
enhancers, supplements and snacks.
www.smoothieking.com

9 Windy City Grille will open midMarch at 1500 Research Forest Drive,
Ste. 100, The Woodlands. The eatery
will feature Chicago-style, thin
crust pizzas, Chicago hot dogs and a
variety of sandwiches.

Please contact us for our
second-opinion service.

1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.hfgwm.com • 832.585.0110

Courtesy Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe

emissions and inspections, and
transmission services. 936-444-2158.
www.jiffylube.com
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After a suspicious
diagnosis, we restored
Lynda’s heart of gold.

Lynda Degeyter, a regular
volunteer at her local Salvation
Army shelter, had symptoms that
had been diagnosed as acid
reflux, but her doctors suspected
something more serious.
Knowing it could be a heart
problem, her cardiologist sent
her to CHI St. Luke’s Health–
The Woodlands Hospital for a
cardiac catheterization. During
the procedure, we found a
“widowmaker,” a serious
blockage of the main coronary
artery, and rushed her to bypass
surgery. Lynda says if it wasn’t for
our quick action, advanced
technology and compassion,
she wouldn’t be here today.
When it comes to matters of
the heart, go to the experts
with more than 60 years of lifechanging advancements in
cardiovascular care.
ImagineBetterHealth.org

The Woodlands Hospital
Lakeside Hospital
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Town Center

www.starwoodhotels.com/westin

Coming Soon

2 BioMetrix will open a location
at 8845 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 100, The
Woodlands, in May. The health and
wellness company offers hormone
replacement therapy, anti-aging
therapies, weight and nutritional
management, physical analysis and
exercise, and personal training
services. 844-800-4450.
www.biometrixlife.com

1 The Westin The Woodlands
will celebrate its grand opening in
mid-March at 2 Waterway Square
Place, The Woodlands. The hotel will
feature a fitness studio, an infinity
pool and the Heavenly Spa by Westin
as well as 302 guest rooms and suites.
281-419-4300.

16TWD_2451_CreeksideUnplugged_9.1837x5.5416_3.indd 1

3 Kolache Factory will open by
the end of March at 1500 Research
Forest Drive, Shenandoah. The
eatery features a variety of kolaches
including bacon and cheese, jalapeno
popper, sausage, egg and cheese and
barbecue beef.
www.kolachefactory.com
4 Truluck’s will open in late
March on Restaurant Row at 1900
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste 600, The
Woodlands. The restaurant is an
upscale seafood, steak and crab house
and will be the company’s second
Greater Houston area location. The
menu features fresh-catch seafood
and select steaks as well as a variety
of wine options. www.trulucks.com

Anniversaries
5 Kriser’s, which specializes in
natural pet foods, supplies and
grooming, celebrates its oneyear anniversary March 28 at
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., The
Woodlands. The facility is the
company’s fourth Greater Houston
area store and is next to Whole Foods
Market. Kriser’s offers a curated

selection of natural pet foods, treats,
toys, supplements and supplies along
with in-store grooming services.
281-419-5992. www.krisers.com
6 Johnny Was celebrates its oneyear anniversary April 3 at Market
Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, The
Woodlands. Johnny Was is a luxury
boutique store that offers vintageinspired clothing and accessories
for men and women. Brands offered
at Johnny Was include the Johnny
Was Collection, JWLA, Biya, Pete &
Greta, 4 Love and Liberty and
3J Workshop. www.johnnywas.com
7 Local Pour celebrates the oneyear anniversary of its location in
Hughes Landing at 1800 Hughes
Landing Blvd., The Woodlands, on
April 1. The Woodlands restaurant
is the company’s second in the
Greater Houston area. Local Pour
is a gastropub that offers a variety
of chef-inspired food items, custom
and distinctive cocktails, craft beers
and dozens of wines from around
the world. Local Pour also features
nightly entertainment. 281-419-7687.
www.localpourhouston.com

3/2/16 11:31 AM
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W IDE-OPEN

L I V I N G I S C L O S E R T H A N YOU T H I N K .

Looking for Texas-sized luxury enveloped in forested seclusion? That’s Willowcreek Ranch.
• 1–7+ Acre Wooded Homesites
• All Custom Homes
• 40 Acre Lake

• Miles of Trails
• Spectacular Lakehouse Lodge
• Minutes from the Beltway

Move-in ready homes are available now. Stake your claim in Northwest Houston’s
premier gated estate community!

WillowcreekRanchTX.com
281-351-1900
068-194 CommImpact March 9.1837x11.25 MECH.indd 1

19744 Telge Road
Tomball, Texas 77377
2/23/16 10:59 AM
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Major projects in the area

Compiled by Marie Leonard
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Road Utility District No. 1

Timeline: October 2015-May 2016
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

3 Woodlands Parkway lane
improvements
Construction continues on
improvements to the intersection at
Woodlands Parkway and Grogans
Mill Road. The project adds
eastbound and westbound left-turn
lanes, and widens the northbound
and southbound approaches,
and widens the area under the
overpass. Lane closures associated
with the project can be found on
The Woodlands Township’s website.

Timeline: June 2015-August 2016
Cost: $1.2 million
Funding Sources: The Woodlands

Rd .

2 I-45 HOV lane extension
Construction continues on a project to
extend the I-45 high occupancy vehicle
lane from FM 1960 in north Harris

Montgomery counties

Oak Ridge North

Rayford Rd .

County to South Loop 336 in Conroe.
Construction began on the project last
fall and is expected to be complete later
this spring.

1 Grand Parkway Segment G

Timeline: July 2013-March 2016
Cost: $1.2 billion
Funding Sources: TxDOT

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $6.1 million
Funding Sources: WRUD, Harris and
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Behind schedule

The Texas Department of
Transportation expects to complete
Segment G of the Grand Parkway
by late March. The new segment will
connect I-45 to Hwy. 59. Segments
F-1 and F-2 of the toll road opened
to drivers in early February and
connects Hwy. 290 in Cypress to I-45
south of The Woodlands. Segment G
was delayed until the spring because
of weather conditions in 2015. Also
known as the Greater Houston area’s
third loop, the Grand Parkway is a
toll road that spans nearly 200 miles
and traverses several counties.
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improve the Kuykendahl Road corridor
leading into The Woodlands. Design
work is underway on plans for the
proposed two-lane bridge over Spring
Creek, from Pine Plains to Flintridge
drives. There is also a planned
improvement—construction is expected
to begin this spring—on improvements
to Kuykendahl Road from Indian Hill
Road to Timarron Drive. The portion
of the roadway will be widened to four
lanes, and improved drainage facilities
will be installed as well.

45
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News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

A proposed improvement to help
accommodate growth in The Woodlands
area involves construction of a singlepoint urban interchange at I-45
northbound and Woodlands Parkway/
Robinson Road. The project could
entail four ramps—two entrance and
two exit—from the frontage road to the
Woodlands Parkway/Robinson Road
overpass that would be controlled by a
three-phase traffic signal on top of the
bridge. The project remains in the early
study phase.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $60 million
Funding sources: TxDOT and

7 Robinson Road
The city of Oak Ridge North is
studying proposed improvements to
Robinson Road. The City
Council approved authorization
for engineering firm Klotz and
Associates to perform a Robinson
Road alternative study that will
examine the top five alternative
options voted on by residents during
a November town hall meeting. The
study is a preliminary way to find out
if any of the alternative solutions are
applicable. The study is expected to
be complete later this spring, and the
results will be brought back to the
council.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: TBA
Funding sources: TBA

8 FM 2978 widening

The WRUD plans to construct a 2-mile
grade separation on Lake Woodlands
Drive from Lake Front Circle west of Six
Pines Drive. The overpass will be two
lanes in both directions, eastbound and
westbound.

TxDOT will begin construction on a twopart project to widen FM 2978 from
Hufsmith Conroe Road to FM 1488.
Construction on the northern portion of
FM 2978, from Dry Creek to FM 1488,
is expected to begin later this year. The
Dry Creek bridge will be replaced, and
the road will be widened from two to four
lanes to match the southern portion. The
project is expected to take 30 months
to complete once construction begins.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: TBA
Funding sources: WRUD No. 1

Timeline: spring 2016-2019
Cost: $25 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

Montgomery County

5 Lake Woodlands Drive

6 Kuykendahl Road bridge
There are several plans in place to
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The Refuge features a variety of drinks ranging from craft beers
and cocktails to aged whiskey.

The Smoked Pork Belly is a menu favorite, featuring pork belly
under a fried egg and goat cheese.

Co-owner Luis Padilla ages a variety of infused whiskeys in
barrels that are stored at the bar.

BUSINESS FEATURE

The Refuge Bar and Bistro

Gastropub offers crafted drinks, locally sourced meals

By Abigail Loop

popular liquors.
“We try to stay away from liquors that are already
made, like Fireball, so we make our own,” he said.
“We have something called Big Red Gum. It’s cinnamon-aged with bourbon.”
Aside from creating their own drinks, both owners
said the creative food options at the bar give The Refuge a gastropub feel with appetizers, salads, soups,
sandwiches and flatbreads on the menu. Zientek said
favorite menu items include the charcuterie board,
the smoked pork belly, the white cheddar poblano
soup, and the baked mac and cheese potpie.
The Refuge also expands its menu through catering, offering buffets for dinner, boxed lunches and
breakfast buffets. Padilla said The Refuge caters for
local businesses in the area as well as private events.
Even with an expansive drink and food menu and
a catering team, Zientek said The Refuge is still not
done growing. The owners are planning on opening
up another location in the Creekside area in September that is twice as big as the bar on Waterway Square
Avenue.
“It’ll be like The Refuge on steroids that will have
both a lounge and a restaurant,” Zientek said. “We
just want to be a great place to gather with friends.”

The Refuge Bar and Bistro
Lake Robbins Dr.

Ti m b e rlo c h P l .

Waterway Ave.

W

hen Mark Zientek and Luis Padilla
opened The Refuge Bar and Bistro in
October 2014, they said they wanted
to offer a true craft cocktail bar with high-quality
products to a wide customer base, ranging from
millennials to professionals.
“That’s what The Woodlands was lacking—a
dedicated bar making craft drinks,” Zientek said. “So
many people appreciate a good cocktail and a great
beer. We’ve been called the ‘Cheers’ of The Woodlands, where you can just enjoy great service.”
Zientek and Padilla both said since opening in The
Woodlands their bar and bistro has been welcomed
by the community. Customers can try handcrafted
cocktails, a variety of aged-infused whiskeys, 12 taps
of craft beers, wine and coffee options and an array of
food options. Live music is also featured on
weekends.
Zientek said he and Padilla like to have a local theme
with the food and drink menu, connecting with local
artisans to add locally sourced menu options.
“We’re both local and from here,” Zientek said.
“We like to feature local breweries, [or a] small local
dairy, anything we can do in some way.”
Aside from using products from local sources,
Zientek and Padilla make their own bitters and
shrubs. Padilla also ages whiskey to make a variety
of infused flavors. Padilla said flavors include vanilla
honeycomb, peach, apple pie and Kentucky Breakfast,
which is bacon- and maple syrup-flavored.
“We use a big ice ball in our bourbon so it’s not
watered down, and it’s a great flavor,” Padilla said. “In
the future I’m planning a pumpkin-walnut flavor.”
Padilla said along with creating unique infused
whiskeys, The Refuge also has its own spin on

24 Waterway Ave.,
Ste. 110, The Woodlands
713-389-5674
www.refugein
thewoodlands.com
Hours: Mon. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Tue.-Thu. 7 a.m.-midnight, Fri. 7
a.m.-2 a.m., Sat. 2 p.m.-2 a.m.

The baked mac and cheese potpie is one of the bar’s popular
dishes, featuring macaroni and cheese under a puff pastry.

Luis Padilla (left) and Mark Zientek opened The Refuge in 2014
and have seen a great response from the community, they said.

Popular drinks
• Squatters Otter Darkness—Russian imperial stout that
is an intensely flavored dark ale with a fruity and bittersweet taste ($10.75)
• Bellini—Mathilde peach liquor, peach nectar, angostura
bitters, orange juice, grenadine and champagne ($11)
• Aviation—Junipero gin, lemon juice, Luxardo Maraschino
liqueur and Rothman & Winter cream de violet ($11)
• Cointreau Noir Ricky—Cointreau Noir, fresh lime juice,
club soda, muddled strawberry and basil ($10)
• Aged whisky—$11

Food favorites
• Smoked Pork Belly: served with Pure Luck Farm goat
cheese, American Spoon jalapeno pepper jelly and a
fried egg ($15)
• White cheddar poblano soup: cup ($4), bowl ($8)
• Baked mac and cheese potpie: served and baked
under a puff pastry ($10)
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Flips Gymnastics in Oak Ridge North offers a variety of classes, ranging from basic fundamentals to competitive gymnastics.

BUSINESS FEATURE

Students who excel in fundamental classes at Flips can move
on to more intensive, competitive teams.

Flips Gymnastics

Family-owned gym teaches generations of gymnasts
By Ciara Rouege

G

ymnastics coach Rebecca Anderson and her
staff at Flips Gymnastics value exceptional
performance as much as emotional well-being, she said.
“Every struggle they go through in the gym
becomes a life lesson,” Anderson said.
Flips Gymnastics has provided recreational and
competitive youth gymnastics programs in The
Woodlands area for almost 30 years. The athletes,
some as young as 2 years old, practice and participate
in fundamental, progressive and advanced courses.
The programs give children a chance to sweat it
out, Anderson said. Flips also offers recreational
opportunities, such as freestyle classes and Olympics
day. The facility is also used for private parties.
The building was constructed in Oak Ridge North
in 1989 after Anderson’s parents purchased the
company formerly known as Acrosports. Her father
served as general manager and girls’ team head coach
for Acrosports beginning in 1988, she said.
Born in the same year, Anderson shares a similar
childhood with many Flips athletes who started in
the gymnasium’s fundamental classes and later transitioned into competitive gymnastics. Anderson said
she became a Flips coach at age 15 and took ownership of the business after her parents retired in 2014.
“We have moms who came to the gym when they
were little, and now they’re bringing their kids back,”
Anderson said. “It feels like you’re coming home, and
you’re coming back to your family.”
The fundamental programs integrate a variety of
physical and mental activities for children in preschool and kindergarten using unique games and
warmup routines. The Diaper Daredevils, Mighty
Munchkins, Rockin’ Rollers and others develop gross
motor, strength, flexibility and basic gymnastic skills
during 45-minute classes.
“We strive to make it feel like it’s a very comfortable environment,” Anderson said. “It’s a safe place

where kids can come and learn gymnastics and learn
to be active. They can learn how to love being
a physically active individual but also feel good about
themselves.”
The gym does have several competitive teams
that participate in the USA Gymnastics Junior
Olympic program and the Texas Amateur Athletic
Federation.
“TAAF is more for our older girls who might be in
middle school or junior high,” Anderson said. “They
want to come in five or six hours a week, but they
can still be able to do soccer or volleyball or whatever
they like.”
Anderson said Flips has a girls’ predevelopment
program and team that participates in USAG Junior
Olympics, which is more intensive and starts at age 6.
Flips also has a boys’ USAG Junior Olympics team.
“It’s lot of flexibility and conditioning,” she said. “It
sets the foundation for successful competitive gymnastics in the future.”
Anderson said most Flip coaches have been with
the company for years and are former athletes. She
said it is important the gym hires individuals who
enjoy teaching and believe children have value.
“It’s not just their athletic education,” Anderson
said. “Whatever they learn here is going to translate
into whatever they do in an adult role. It’s been said
coachable athletes become employable adults.”
Anderson said parents take on a major financial
commitment when their child goes the competitive
route. Texas Gymnastics Foundation and Montgomery County Gymnastics Booster Club are two parent-run booster clubs the company has partnered with
in order to help parents handle the added financial
responsibility.
“We’re really lucky in this athletic community
because there are so many different options for parents and families,” she said. “You can absolutely find
the gym home that works for you.”

The coaching staff aims to create a comfortable environment
for children to develop their gymnastics skills.

Fun to fundamentals
Each class has a set monthly cost with the addition
of a $45 registration fee ($35 for returning members).
Students can be invited to sign up for Flips Gymnastics’
advanced courses upon coach approval.
• Fundamental ($75 per month): Coed courses build
conditioning, flexibility, muscle strength and memory in
children who can walk up to the age of 6. The instructors
use creative games and fun warmups to engage participants in five separate age groups.
• Progressive ($96 per month): Classes are 75 minutes of
conditioning-focused recreation. Students use the gym’s
Jurassic wall, web, trapeze swings and trampolines.
Athletes are separated into groups based on school
grade, gender and skill level.
• Tumbling ($66 per month): Classes are available for beginner to advanced gymnasts. Students practice roundoffs, back handsprings and other tumbling skills.
• Teams are available for both competitive boys and girls.
The senior coaching staff invites exceptional students to
compete in various state, regional and national events.

Flips Gymnastics

Robinson Rd.

45

27320 Robinson Road,
Oak Ridge North
281-292-4407
www.flipstexas.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.8:30 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.-noon,
3-8:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon,
closed Sundays
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The Woodlands Preparatory School:
Bringing together best practices in
international education.

T

he WPS, one of the top 30 private
high schools in Texas according to
a recent article by the Houston Chronicle, is motivated by it’s vision to develop internationally minded students.
They have contributed to organizing
an Education Summit, along with the
International Parliament of Education
and the U.S. House of Representatives.
The IPE is a private non-proﬁt
organization
dedicated to
evolving and
improving
educational
methods and
disseminating
them around
the world. They
promote
innovative ideas
to underprivileged students
living in both
rural and urban
areas. The Education Summit
took place on February 20, 2016 in
the Mickey Leland Federal Building in
Houston, Texas. The goal was to share
the best educational practices found
in the United States and discuss their
implementation with the participating
members of this organization.

Jackson-Lee, who was designated as
Minister of the Parliament. During the
event the following people were recognized as delegate ambassadors to
the parliament: Juliet Stipeche, Director of Education, City of Houston, Dr.
William V. Flores, former President of
the University of Houston-Downtown,
Dr. Soner Tarim, President of Harmony Schools, and
Stephen C. Head,
Ph.D.,
Chancellor of Lone Star
College.
Additional attendees
included
representatives
from
Rice
University, University of
H ou s ton - D ow n town, Lone Star
College, Harmony Schools, The
Woodlands Preparatory School,
HISD trustee representatives, and
the U.N. Houston
Chapter. Students of the WPS participated in this event, serving as the welcome ambassadors for all participants
attending and sharing the podium,
giving a speech about the beneﬁts of
International Baccalaureate learning in
public education.

The Woodlands Preparatory
School’s mission is to
convene an international
learning community that
develops students into
leaders with integrity
through rigorous academics,
intercultural understanding,
and service to humanity.

Members of this parliament consist of
educational leaders from around the
world, such as current and former Ministers of Education, Congressmen and
women, and Committee Chairmen.
The governing board of the IPE, led by
Dr. Julio Lebrun Ph.D., President of the
Parliament, and Mr. Luis Ruiz, Director
of Protocol, appointed the ﬁrst US representative, Congresswoman Sheila

The WPS offers a comprehensive
college preparatory curriculum that
teaches students to take charge of
their learning. While rigorous academics form the core of the IB educational program, the school acknowledges
that students need opportunities to
develop their unique talents and to explore new interests.

Now Enrolling for
2016-2017 school year

27440 Kuykendahl Rd • Tomball, TX 77375

281.516.0600 | www.woodlandsprep.org
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Glade Gallery

Gallery brings fine art to The Woodlands
ago in Monaco where he had an
exhibit, and that’s where we started
this project.”
Every piece on display was specifically created by Nuta for the exhibit
over the past two years and has never
been shown at another gallery. All of
the artwork is available for purchase
and ranges in cost from $18,000$55,000 apiece.
“Fine art, universal timeless art,
generates a response from people,”
Fisher said. “It’s not just, ‘Oh it’s
pretty,’ but people have a visceral
response and a connection to it. The
conversations that then ensue from
people’s response to the art is interesting and happens over and over
in this space.”
Nuta is well-versed in a variety
of mediums, which can be seen in
his exhibit at Glade Gallery, which
includes paintings and sculptures.
“If you ask the artist how long it
takes to create any one piece, [Nuta]
will say 25 years,” Tapu said. “After
I heard him say that a few times, I
had to ask what he meant by that. He
said it took him that long to learn the
craft.”
The exhibit will be on display until
April, at which time another artist
will be featured. Tapu plans to host
about three shows annually at the
gallery, and he is nearly booked until
2018.
“The arts is just exploding in The
Woodlands, and it’s been exciting to
plug into that and interact with local
artists and people traveling who are
so excited to see this explosion of the
arts scene here,” Fisher said.

Owner Dragos Tapu opened Glade Gallery to share his love for fine art with The Woodlands.

Artist Doru Nuta, whose work is on display through mid-April, is well-versed in many mediums.

Glade Gallery
Lake R
obbins Dr.

T i m b e r l o c h P l.

All of the artwork at Glade Gallery is figurative
art and ranges from paintings to sculptures.

Waterway Ave.

D

ragos Tapu opened the
sophisticated Glade Gallery in December to bring
the work of established contemporary artists to The Woodlands. The
modern gallery on The Woodlands
Waterway caters to collectors but also
provides art enthusiasts a space to
enjoy universal art.
The art world is not new to Tapu:
His father is an artist and he attended
art school before entering into
the business side of the industry.
Through his travels, Tapu found himself drawn to art galleries, which he
missed when he returned home
to The Woodlands.
“The biggest reaction we get—and
it’s almost unanimous—is, ‘I can’t
believe we have a gallery here,’”
Tapu said. “That’s very heartwarming for us.”
Glade Gallery celebrates the figurative art genre—every show will fall
under that umbrella—which is the
kind of art humans relate to the most,
Tapu said.
“Figurative art is representational,
so it could be a landscape, a human
form, animal or still life, as opposed
to abstract work or paintings that
may inspire a feeling, but aren’t
necessarily a recognizable image,”
curatorial assistant Julia Fisher said.
The first exhibit, “The H’art of
Doru Nuta,” consists of more than
20 pieces by Nuta, a European artist
Tapu has known since childhood.
“We grew up together up until the
point where he continued to be an
artist and I became a businessman,”
Tapu said. “We reunited a few years

Photos by Marie Leonard/Community Impact Newspaper

By Marie Leonard

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
832-557-8781
www.gladegallery.com
Hours: Thu.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Additional hours by appointment

Your Neighb�h��d Wine Bar

Cellar Twenty Four is a locally owned and operated
wine bar conveniently located in The Sterling Ridge
Shopping Center near the corner of Woodlands Parkway
and Kuykendahl in The Woodlands, TX. Stop in and enjoy
boutique wines from around the world, craft beers and
small bites. Live music every Friday and Saturday nights.

$5 OFF PIZZAS
No additional discounts.
limit one per check.

6700 Woodlands Pkwy, suite 210 • www.cellar-24.com • 281-419-9966

Our Discount app is
available soon!
March 31, 2016
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24 Hour
Emergency Room
Parkway ER is committed to providing
quality emergency care and being
transparent with our patients. We offer
adult and pediatric care 24/7. Take
advantage of our benefits including:

• Quality Care Close to Home
• Board-Certified Physicians and
Emergency Nurses
• Full Service ER Including Lab Tests,
CT Scans, X-rays, and Ultrasounds

2 minutes south
of HEB Creekside
between
Woodforest Bank
and Stripes

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
832.761.7894
parkwayER.com
info@parkwayER.com

25450 Kuykendahl
Suite 300
Tomball, TX 77375

PARKWAY ER
25450 Kuykendahl
Suite 300
Tomball, TX 77375
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DINING FEATURE

La Bikina

Restaurant brings authentic Mexican
cuisine to The Woodlands

L

a Bikina, a Mexican cuisine
restaurant in The Woodlands,
is named for the legend of a
Mexican woman who lived during
the country’s revolutionary period
and was known for her character,
beauty and intelligence.
A popular restaurant in Mexico
with many locations, La Bikina
in The Woodlands is the first U.S.
location and has been open for about
a year.
“It’s very laid-back, a little bit nostalgic but still really progressive as far as
our techniques in the way we cook and
the way we make drinks,” Manager
Samuel Melton said.
Melton said the authentic Mexican
dishes La Bikina serves are nothing like menu options at Tex-Mex
restaurants.
“This is the stuff that people from
Mexico—when they want to go to a
nice restaurant in Mexico—this is the
kind of restaurant they go to,” he said.
The menu offers various seafood
options, such as fish tacos and tostadas
de atun aleta amarillo, also known as
tuna tostadas—which are a popular
appetizer choice, according to Melton.
“We have lobster tacos—two of
the greatest words right next to
each other,” he said. “Those are
very, very good.”

“This is the stuff that
people from Mexico—
when they want to go
to a nice restaurant in
Mexico—this is the kind
of restaurant they go to.”

Melton said one of his favorite
dishes is tacos de arrachera–skirt steak
inside a tortilla with a cheese crust.
“I consider them like inverted
quesadillas,” he said.
La Bikina’s menu will be getting
some upgrades soon with new happy
hour specials, lunch menu items and
dinner additions.
“I’m not going to go too crazy with
my drinks, but [I’ll] still make them
a little bit more 2016,” Melton said.
Although the bar at La Bikina
is stocked to make various drinks,
Melton said the house margarita is
the most popular option. In fact,
the restaurant has already reserved
booth No. 1 for The Woodlands
annual Margarita Festival at Northshore Park on March 26.
On Wednesdays, La Bikina features live music, and on Sundays,
brunch is served from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
“I want to make things a little bit
more streamlined, more self-sustainable,” Melton said. “Once the culture
is set in stone, it’s easier to convey it
to newer employees and guests.”
Melton likes to make sure the
restaurant’s name is out in the community by getting involved with various local organizations, such as Villa
Sport, Legends Sports Complex and
the Young Entrepreneurs Association,
to name a few.
“We’re just getting this place more
involved because the more involved we
are, the more people will know we’re
here,” Melton said. “It’s very rare when
I find someone who has eaten here
that would never come back.”

—Samuel Melton, La Bikina manager

The best-selling item on the menu
is molcajete de queso—a blend of
Monterey Jack cheese with a fried
pork breading. It is served in a hot
molcajete dish, which is similar to
a mortar and pestle, and topped with
tomatillo sauce, onions and cilantro.
Molcajete de pollo is also available.
“Everything on [the menu] is
good,” Melton said. “I can talk
you into one thing, and then name
another thing and talk you into
that.”

La Bikina

G

os

li n g

R d.

Re
se
arc

hF

o re

st D

Photos by Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

By Beth Marshall

La Bikina Manager Samuel Melton pours a Gin-tleman martini, a recipe he concocted himself.

Popular menu items:
• Molcajete de queso—Monterey Jack
cheese, chicharron breading, tomatillo
sauce, onions, cilantro ($13)
• Tacos de arrachera—skirt steak, tortillas, cheese crust ($13)
• Tacos de langosta—lobster meat,
flour tortillas, refried black beans,
mixed cabbage, chipotle mayonnaise,
Jamaica flower extract ($16)
• Tostadas de atun aleta amarilla—
yellowfin tuna, olive oil, red onion,
avocado, Serrano peppers ($13)

Popular drink options:
• Bikina Flor de Jamaica: white rum,
fresh mint, lime juice, Jamaica syrup,
Sprite
• House margarita: lime juice, tequila,
triple sec
• Mango margarita: tequila, mango
puree, triple sec, lime juice

Melton runs the authentic Mexican cuisine
restaurant, which opened in 2015.

The huachinango frito ($50) is a red snapper
fried in a Puerto Vallarta-style batter.

Tres leches ($9) is soaked in a milk mixture
and topped with whipped cream.

r.

4223 Research Forest Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-419-1985
Hours: Mon. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Tue.-Sun. 11 a.m.-midnight
www.labikinausa.com

The Cinco Clericot, house margarita and Gin-tleman martini are cocktails offered at La Bikina,
which are served with fresh ingredients.
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IMPROVEMENT ZONE

TRANSPORTATION

Road realignment area
Map not to scale
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Road every day, the improvements
are needed. According to the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s mobility
study, there were 879 recorded accidents on Rayford Road from 2007-13.
“We’re going to add capacity to the
roadway and make it safer by managing the turn lanes,” Beasley said.
“Now, we’re going over the engineering design and construction and managing the right of way acquisition.”
Beasley said the future improvements will ease mobility for residents
stuck in congestion during peak times
of the day. Construction is expected
to begin in early 2017 and end in
2019. To help residents become more
informed about the project, Beasley
said residents can attend a public
meeting that will be held sometime in
March or April as well as subscribe to
Rayford.Road@mctx.org.
Paul Cote, a resident of the Rayford Road corridor for the past 20
years, said many residents would
like to become more informed on
the status of Rayford Road and get

Union P

Improvements to Rayford Road are
in progress as project design and engineering begin. Right of way acquisition is expected to start this year,
according to Montgomery County
Precinct 3 officials.
The highly congested road was listed
as the top project for Precinct 3 when
the Montgomery County road bond
passed in November. In the areas
around Rayford Road, the bond passed
with an average of 80 percent support.
According to Precinct 3 officials,
the $60 million Rayford Road project
limits are from Richard Road to
the Grand Parkway. Improvements
include widening Rayford Road from
four to six lanes, building a six-lane
bridge to bypass the Union Pacific
Railroad, installing new traffic signals
and street signage and building a
raised median to enhance safety for
motorists turning left.
Precinct 3 project manager Matt
Beasley said with 46,000 vehicles going
over the railroad tracks on Rayford

The map below shows the area of Rayford Road that will be widened and the road realignment areas.
Improvements include widening Rayford Road from four to six lanes, building a six-lane bridge to bypass the
Union Pacific Railroad, installing new traffic signals and street signage, building a raised median to enhance
safety of motorists turning left and improving drainage. Construction will begin early 2017 and end in early 2019.

R ichard Rd.

Precinct 3 to begin Rayford Road
improvements, expansion in 2017
By Abigail Loop
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Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3/Community Impact Newspaper

improvements details.
“So far there’s no data showing how
much Rayford Road will be affected by
the improvements,” Cote said. “I think
the fastest way to reduce [congestion]
on Rayford Road and I-45 is to open
a north and south road that goes out
of the Rayford Road area. It would
provide relief.”
Cote said he believes the main
reason there is so much congestion on
Rayford Road is the lack of improvements at I-45 and Rayford, and that
widening the road will not improve
travel time.

Residents who want an opportunity to review maps and visit with
Rayford Road project team members
to ask questions and share comments can attend the upcoming
public meeting held by Precinct 3. A
second public meeting will be held
before construction starts to share
phasing and traffic control information along with a detailed construction schedule.
Find updates about Rayford Road
at communityimpact.com
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Woodlands Township to discuss funding for new traffic signal upgrades
By Abigail Loop

Montgomery County
Precinct 3 is in the process of
upgrading a 10-year-old video
vehicle signal system
to a radar vehicle signal
detection system in The
Woodlands after the traffic signal system started to
malfunction, according to
Precinct 3 officials. The traffic
signal updates

will help the flow of traffic
and detect vehicles better
than the previous vehicle
detection system.
Charles Cobb, Montgomery
County traffic operations manager, said the old vehicle detection component of the system
that was being used can be
thrown off by natural elements,
such as trees and shadows.
“The county is currently

SIGNAL UPGRADES
WOODLANDS PKWY.
Montfair Blvd. to
Woodloch Forest Drive
BEFORE AFTER CHANGE

replacing equipment as it
fails,” Cobb said. “The new
technology we add will serve
the area better.”
According to Precinct 3,
the total cost of the upgrades
is expected to be $848,200.
Intersections that have been
updated with new technology or upgrades have seen
faster travel times and higher
speeds. For example, on

The amount of time it takes to travel on certain
roadways is decreasing due to traffic signal upgrades.

RESEARCH FOREST DR.
Kuykendahl Road to
David Memorial Drive
BEFORE AFTER CHANGE

LAKE WOODLANDS DR.
Cochran’s Crossing Road to
Mall Ring Road
BEFORE AFTER CHANGE

TRAVEL TIME
(IN SECONDS)

854

831

-3%

813

593

-27%

582

551

-5%

AVERAGE DELAY
(IN SECONDS)

216

193

-11%

368

148

-60%

181

151

-17%

AVERAGE STOPS
(IN SECONDS)

3.5

2.0

-43%

5.8

206

-55%

4.3

4.0

-7%

Sources: Montgomery County Precinct 3/Community Impact Newspaper

Research Forest Drive, from
Kuykendahl Road to David
Memorial Drive, travel time
decreased by almost
4 minutes, with average
speeds increasing by 10 mph.
However, The Woodlands
Township is still debating
whether to spend $975,000
to speed up the process of
installing new upgrades in
The Woodlands, according to
township officials.
Mike Bass, vice chairman
of the township’s board of
directors, said the amount was
intended to be used as part of
an agreement the township
had with the county in 2014,
in which the $975,000 would
be used to pilot a program on
adaptive signal technology.
“The technology at that
time was found to be unsuccessful at intersections and
the county was advised to
continue with manual timing,” Bass said. “However,
we still want to upgrade the

controller and signal detection.”
Bass said Commissioner
James Noack’s office has been
trying to replace the technology and use the $975,000 from
the township to help fund
upgrades on traffic signals. If
the township agrees to help
fund the upgrades, Bass said
Precinct 3 could have the
signals upgraded within 12 to
18 months, rather than an estimated three to five years without the township’s funding.
The township board of
directors will meet at 6 p.m.
March 23 to consider approving funding for the new
traffic signal upgrades. Bass
said he thinks by working
together with the county, The
Woodlands can achieve more
change.
“The overall issue is that
there is just a lack of funding,”
Bass said. “There is no lack of
understanding what the
needs are.”

“We Take Care of Your Air”
YOUR AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

$59.00

A/C TUNE-UP
(REG. $89)

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM.
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS
OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 4/13/16.
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

“I taught my boys to take care of
their customers like they would take
care of their Mother!”

REPAIRS • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO
BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS.
EXPIRES 4/13/16. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

25

The Woodlands Edition • March 2016

EXPANDING
NORTH/SOUTH
CORRIDOR

Work on the southern portion of
FM 2978 is expected to begin this
spring, and the northern portion is
scheduled for later this year.
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North section
lane expansion

South section
lane expansion

Two 11-foot
lanes on either
side divided
by a 16-footwide centerturn lane will
be added.

Woodlands Pkwy.

2978

Five-foot shoulders
will be added to
accommodate
cycling traffic as
well as four-foot
sidewalks in select
locations.

Dry Cre
ek
Store

The Dry Creek
bridge will be
completely
replaced.
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Shady Ln.
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Shadow Ln.

Source: Texas Department of Transportation/ Community Impact Newspaper

TxDOT: FM 2978
widening to be
complete by 2019
By Carrie Taylor
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Progress continues on the longawaited widening of FM 2978, which will
break ground this year.
The Texas Department of Transportation expects construction to begin this
spring on the southern portion, from Dry
Creek to Hufsmith Conroe Road, while
work on the northern section should
begin later this year.
The 6.5-mile widening project was
selected by the Houston-Galveston Area
Council for funding in 2013, H-GAC
Program Manager David Wurdlow said.
However, the project’s origins extend
back more than a decade.
“Every project is unique, but minor
delays are frequent,” he said. “The Transportation Policy Council awarded federal
funds to build the project in 2013, but part
of it is just getting everything ready.”
The project will use land within an
existing 120-foot right of way for the extra
lanes and shoulders to minimize displacement, TxDOT officials said. About
17 acres of nearby right of way will be
converted into four detention ponds and
noise barriers will also be constructed.
The project will cost about $25 million
with $8.2 million allotted for the southern
portion and $16.8 million for the northern, TxDOT Public Information Officer
Deidrea George said. Funding for the
southern portion comes from Proposition 1, which was approved by voters in
November and provided $278.7 million for
Houston-area transportation projects.
The northern portion will be funded
through both federal and state money.
George said work on the southern
section is expected to take 18 months to
complete. The northern section should
take about 30 months to complete once
construction begins. The additions will
make the road safer, improve emergency
response times and alleviate congestion,
she said.
“The expansion is needed to increase
capacity necessary to accommodate the
larger traffic volume,” George said.
Wurdlow said the expansion will help
accommodate growth in a rapidly growing region of the Greater Houston area.
“It’s a rapidly growing part of our
region,” Wurdlow said. “[H-GAC] just
completed a mobility study for the south
county area early this year. Fortunately, we
already had committed to this project and
it was just assumed part of the project.”

The MEADOWS
at IMPERIAL OAKS

Space to Roam,
Grow, and Prosper.
Tucked into the beautiful master-planned community of
Imperial Oaks are 400 acres of naturally wooded splendor – The
Meadows at Imperial Oaks. Greenbelts and waterways define
this community of 1,200 quality homes from highly regarded
builders. A recreation center overlooking a 17-acre lake features a
clubhouse, pool, splash pad, pavilion and playground – the perfect
gathering spot for residents. Additionally, a convenient location
just a few miles east of I-45 and five miles from ExxonMobil
completes this distinctive community.

NEW MODELS NOW OPEN!

Homes from the $200s - $600s
TheMeadowsAtImperialOaks.com
*Pricing subject to change without notice.
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Texas Wildlife & Woodland

wildflowers

WOODS

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes
With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

wildlife

ONE MONTH FREE
and bonus look & lease offer!

water

281-245-0388
wildfire

25145 Panther Bend Court,
The Woodlands, TX 77380
thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com

MAKING A COMMUNITY IMPACT
Randall and Sherry Reed are
the owners and founders of
Planet Ford in Spring Texas,
which is part of the World Class
Automotive Organization. Mr.
Reed, along with his wife, Sherry
and daughter Shelby have built
a highly successful, Texas-based
automotive dealership group
on the foundation of managing
from the ground up with over 35
years of automotive experience.
Randall, Sherry & Shelby Reed

For over 3 decades, Mr. Reed
has been recognized as one of the Top-100 Mega Dealers in the
United States by Wards Dealer Business. He began as a diesel engine
mechanic in the late 1970s and progressed through sales, finance and
management. Mr. Reed leveraged his hands-on training, along with
his many incredible business partners, into creating the third largest,
award-winning, independent dealership sales organization.

Award-Winning Dealership
Planet Ford holds many top honors including multiple highly coveted
Triple Crown Awards, which is awarded to only the most elite Ford
dealers in the nation. In order to be recognized, a dealership must
receive all of Ford’s top awards, which include: the President’s Award
for customer service; the Ford One Hundred Club, an honor based on
vehicle sales; and the Ford Customer Service Premiere Club.
Planet Ford, is also the the No. 1 selling Ford dealership in the Greater
Houston region as well as the No. 1 selling F-series truck retailer in the
Nation – a prestigious title they’ve held over 15 years.
Giving Back to the Community
The Reeds believe it is crucial to give
back to the communities in which they
work and live. In addition to the World
Class Automotive operation charitable
endowment, which has made many
considerable donations to multiple
organizations; each of the Reed’s businesses
also work with local and national charities.

Growing up in an economically challenged home, Mr. Reed, along
with his wife, know how important it is for businesses to extend
opportunities to area families and youths in order to preserve and
strengthen local communities.

Each company sponsors and participates in local events, various school
fundraisers, supports a variety of programs for children and families
and much more. “When we all give a little, we can help a lot for both
the future of our kids and our community,” said Mr. Reed.
Gratitude
Ultimately, Mr. and Mrs. Reed attribute all of their success to all of the
loyal consumers. “There are thousands of customers to whom Sherry
and I owe everything in business,” he said. “God has blessed us. We’ve
been married and successful in business for well over 28 years, have
three wonderful
children and get to
work with amazing
people every day.
I am very thankful.”

20403 I-45, Spring, TX 77388 | 888-242-5059 | PlanetFord.com | PlanetLincoln.com
160225-Community Impact ad.indd 1

2/25/16 10:32 AM
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7 Uncle Bob’s Self
Storage
3459 Rayford Road
Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Sun. noon-4 p.m.
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4 CVS Pharmacy
3487 Rayford Road
7 a.m.-10 p.m. daily

l vd

3 Crust Pizza Company
3535 Rayford Road,
Ste. 600
Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

7

nB

2 Bank of America
3459 Rayford Road
Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

6 Texas Children’s
Pediatrics
3515 Rayford Road
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

1

Ru

NOW OPEN:

5 H-E-B
3540 Rayford Road
6 a.m.-midnight daily
F ox

1 Wal-Mart
2901 Riley Fuzzel Road
Open 24/7
www.walmart.com

d.

Construction on a WalMart Supercenter at the
intersection of Rayford and
Riley Fuzzel roads has been
underway since last summer,
and the location is slated to
open this spring.
In addition to grocery items
and general merchandise,
the 182,000-square-foot store
will house a garden center,
pharmacy and tire and lube
express center in the Benders
Landing area.
“There’s so much new
growth,” Wal-Mart Director
of Communications Anne
Hatfield said. “With the new
growth comes increased
demand for fresh groceries
[and] helpful merchandise,
and we’re responding to that
demand.”
The new Wal-Mart will
have an on-site gas station,
and Hatfield said shoppers

can expect a wide selection of
Texas-grown produce and a
revamped entertainment and
technology center.
A new service that will be
implemented after the store’s
grand opening is online
grocery shopping. Customers
will be able to order their
items online and then pull
into a designated parking
space where an employee will
deliver their order directly to
their car.
“That is a service that we’ll
be providing a little bit later
down the road,” Hatfield said.
“Our customers love it.”
With a location on Riley
Fuzzel Road, shoppers on the
east side of I-45 will no longer
have to cross over to Sawdust
Road to go to Wal-Mart.
“Each [location] is serving its own community,”
Hatfield said. “In this case,
if we’ve got more than one

COMING SOON:

y fo

By Beth Marshall

With new growth in the area, multiple businesses are
opening at the bustling intersection of Rayford and Riley
Fuzzel roads.
Ra

Wal-Mart to open this
spring in Benders Landing

NEW BUSINESSES

Ril

DEVELOPMENT

store in the same community, then what we’re finding
is because there’s so much
growth and so many folks
that need groceries and
things for everyday life, each
store is really just serving
the immediate communities
around them.”

The Benders Landing WalMart will have a bank and a
vision center as well as a few
other in-store businesses that
have yet to be decided on.
“Our customers know that
they can come to us and find
great deals on the things that
they need,” Hatfield said.

The intersection at Riley
Fuzzel and Rayford roads has
seen a number of new businesses open in the past six to
nine months. H-E-B opened
a store last summer on the
opposite corner, and several
retail stores have opened in
the following months.

The Largest Independent Investment Advisor
in The Woodlands & Montgomery County

Asset Management
&
Retirement Planning
Call Today for a Free Consultation
Since 1983
1330 LAKE ROBBINS DR. STE. 360 • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380

(281) 364-9100 • WWW.MILLER-GREEN.COM
Securities offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC
Advisory Services offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc. and/or Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc.
Per ﬁlings obtained from the SEC Investment Adviser Public Disclosure, Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc. is the largest registered investment
advisor headquartered in Montgomery County, Texas, servicing “individuals.”
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16

TH

ANNUAL

TOMBALL GERMAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL

A Texas German Celebration

T, 2ND AND 3RD
APRIL 1S

FRI 6PM-10PM | SAT 10AM-10PM | SUN 10AM-6PM

200 STREET VENDORS

FOOD 4

ETHNIC & FESTIVAL

PETTING ZOO
SOUVENIRS
ARTS & CRAFTS
ANTIQUES
STREET PERFORMERS

MUSIC
STAGES

BEER

FREE ADMISSION & SHUTTLE!

& WINE

CARNIVAL
Old Town Tomball

Near the Historical Train Depot Plaza

201 S. Elm
Tomball, Texas

Shuttle pick-up/drop-off:
Tomball Regional Hospital
East Parking Lot
613 Holderrieth Blvd.
www.TomballGermanFest.org

New Homes
I-69 at Grand Parkway (99) • Porter, TX • Valley-Ranch.com
A Signorelli Community

Shopping Dining & Entertainment Coming Fall 2016

d

Come see the benefits of community living just north of Houston near The
Woodlands
andTX.
Kingwood
near
Kingwood,
Legend Homes • First America Homes • Signorelli Homes

H a r d y T o ll R

From the $180s - $400s
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TOURISM

By Bayan Raji

Houston may be the official host
city of Super Bowl LI, but The Woodlands is making its own plans to
benefit from the more than 1 million
attendees who will converge on the
Greater Houston area next year.
About 1.1 million people attended
this year’s events in San Francisco,
and Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
said he expects the same, if not more,
to attend the event in Houston in 2017.
The Super Bowl Host Committee is
in active discussions with nearby cities
to determine what types of events they
can host and what the economic benefits will be, said Hasting Stewart, the
committee’s executive vice president
of public affairs. The host committee
wants to engage neighboring communities to help showcase the city’s
overlooked qualities.
“One thing we’re excited about is
showcasing there’s a lot that’s changed
in Houston since it hosted the game in
2004,” Stewart said. “We’re a growing,
innovative, culturally diverse and

exciting city. We’re more than just an
energy town.”
The Woodlands is still determining
how to showcase its best attributes as
the event draws closer.
Nick Wolda, president of The
Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau, cited the city’s more
than 2,200 upscale and boutique
hotel rooms, over 200 miles of hike
and bike paths, The Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion, 11 million square
feet of shopping and dining, and golf
opportunities as potential attractions
for activities and events.
“The Woodlands served as a venue
for many events and activities for the
last Super Bowl in Houston and would
like to do the same in 2017,” Wolda
said.
Turner and other city officials met
with their counterparts in San Francisco during this year’s Super Bowl
to observe and ask questions in preparation for next year. An economic
survey will occur over the next several
months to determine the impact for

Courtesy NRG Stadium

Houston, nearby cities working on
a game plan for 2017 Super Bowl

The 2017 Super Bowl will be held in Houston, which is preparing for 1 million attendees.

Houston, Stewart said.
Stewart highlighted the opening
of downtown’s Discovery Green in
2008, the expected completion of the
redesigned George R. Brown Convention Center and the planned October
completion of the Marriott Marquis
in downtown as features that will help
enhance the overall experience for
game attendees.
Fans will be able to attend a free
10-day festival called Super Bowl
Central that will serve as a display for
Houston culture, food and businesses,

Stewart said.
One of the easiest ways for the
city to introduce visitors to the best
of Houston will be through the host
committee’s volunteer force, Stewart
said. Upward of 10,000 volunteers are
needed to help guide guests through
the airports, hotels and major transit
stations.
“We are looking for the best and
brightest across Houston to showcase
the best of the city and make sure
folks visiting have a wonderful experience,” Stewart said.

You are invited!

Open
House

With every purchase from Primo Outdoor Living, a portion of the
proceeds will go to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital

April 14-16, 2016

At Lone Star College, tomorrow starts today.
Join us to find out how you can
build your better tomorrow at LSC!
Thur., April 14
LSC-Montgomery
LSC-North Harris
LSC-Tomball
LSC-University Park

•
•
•
•

Sat., April 16
LSC-CyFair
LSC-Kingwood

• 11 am—1:30 pm
• 10 am—1 pm

Help with
financial aid
& FAFSA!

Meet with
advisors &
professors!

4—7 pm
4—7 pm
4—6:30 pm
4—7 pm

Get info on
clubs and
activities!

For more information:

LoneStar.edu/OpenHouse
12.02.15.02

01.28.16.02 CommunityImpact-OpenHouseAd_QtPg_r2FIN.indd 1

2/3/16 12:35 PM

Receive a FREE outdoor ceiling fan
with electrical hook up with a pergola purchase.
Restrictions and limitations apply.

25195 Melda Road, The Woodlands 77380
832-588-7733
www.primooutdoorliving.com
primo@primooutdoorliving.com
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TEXAS ANIMAL SOCIETY
Rescue • Educate • Adopt
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BUSINESS

By Marie Leonard

A merger to form one regional organization between the United Way of
Greater Houston and the Montgomery
County United Way officially took
effect March 1.
Following a vote by the MCUW
board of trustees in early February,
a two-thirds majority of donors
also approved the merger during an
annual member meeting Feb. 24.
“For us, this was the way to most
assure we grow on the great work
that’s been done here before,” MCUW
board Chairwoman Christi ThomsKnox said. “We think there is a lot
of upside potential to what we can
do in Montgomery County and the
surrounding counties we serve. Not
merging would have meant a lot of
cuts to programs and nonprofits in
this area that are doing great work.”
Talks of a potential merger between
the two United Way organizations
began about a year ago in response
to requests from multiple corporate
donors, Thoms-Knox said.

“[The donors] were wanting to hit
the easy button,” she said. “They had
campuses where employees came
from all parts of the city—as far south
as Clear Lake and Sugar Land and
up this way—so they had employees
living all over the city and dealing

“Not merging would
have meant a lot of
cuts to programs.”
—Christi Thoms-Knox, MCUW board chair

with numerous United Ways in some
cases.”
Not fully understanding the impetus of the donor piece of the puzzle
at the time, the MCUW decided to
remain independent initially, ThomsKnox said. However, last fall the
potential merger came up again as a
way to feed more dollars locally into
the community.
“We think we found a way to best

put together the two organizations
into one that provides a dedication to
the Montgomery County United Way
and to continue the funding of impact
programs and services here in the
county,” Thoms-Knox said.
Although the headquarters for
the United Way of Greater Houston
is inside the city of Houston, the
existing United Way facility in The
Woodlands will remain operational.
It will serve as a hub for fundraising,
community impact work and volunteer programs. Additionally, all
MCUW board members at the time
of the merger were invited to serve
on a United Way of Greater Houston
regional council, which will have
several responsibilities.
“The greatest of which is deciding
where the dollars go in this area,”
Thoms-Knox said. “The regional
council will have several committees
reporting up to it—education, health
and wellness, community impact
work and financial stability.”
The regional council reports

MERGE
The Montgomery County United Way
board of directors approved a merger
with United Way of Greater Houston,
effective March 1. The board cited
four factors in its decision:

Opportunity
to help more
people

Increase in
revenue

Continued local
leadership
Local representation
on the UWGH board
of trustees

Source:Montgomery County United Way/Community Impact Newspaper

Montgomery County United Way merger moves
forward, decision expected to boost local dollars

READY SET

directly to the United Way of Greater
Houston board of trustees for a stamp
of approval for the dollars.
“They’ve never rejected an investment recommendation from their
centers,” Thoms-Knox said.
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THE KINK TEAM REALTY
ANNUAL FREE COMMUNITY

SHRED DAY!

Saturday, April 16th
8:00am-4:00pm (or until both trucks are full)
8111 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands, TX 77382
Shredding services to individuals and small local community businesses.
The shredder can handle items you can easily bend with your finger tips. No large metal objects such as ring
binders or binder clips; however small paper clips, fasteners and
staples are acceptable.

Donations for the Montgomery County Food Bank will also be accepted.

281-364-4828

www.TheKinkTeam.com · info@TheKinkTeam.com
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COUNTY

By Marie Leonard

Montgomery County Commissioners Court considered
adding three fireworks sales
seasons March 8 following
feedback solicited from the
public through a survey.
The proposed sales seasons
include Texas Independence
Day from Feb. 25-March 2,
San Jacinto Day from April
16-21, and Memorial Day
from the Wednesday before
the last Monday in May to
midnight on the last Monday
in May.
House Bill 1150, authored
by state Rep. James White,
R-Woodville, was passed
during the 2015 legislative
session and gives each county
the option to consider additional fireworks seasons.
“There’s a big difference
between Montgomery County
and a rural county in deep

West Texas, ranging from
the population differences to
the number of subdivisions,”
Montgomery County Fire
Marshal Jimmy Williams
said. “I think it’s important
that the Legislature left this
up to each county to decide if
it’s appropriate for their area.”
The sale of fireworks is
legal in all Texas counties two
times annually—the 12 days
leading up to both the Fourth
of July and New Year’s. However, fireworks are only legal
to be used in unincorporated
areas of a county. Municipalities, such as the cities of
Conroe and Shenandoah,
have ordinances against fireworks, and there is a covenant
in place in The Woodlands
Township that prohibits the
use of fireworks.
During the Feb. 9 commissioners court meeting,

resident Vernon Zellner asked
the court to consider allowing
the additional seasons.
“I talked to quite a few
retailers in Montgomery
County who are interested
in this,” he said. “I have four
[fireworks stand] locations
in Montgomery County, and
every time I open my business
I pump a lot of money out
into the economy.”
As the population and density of subdivisions in Montgomery County rises, the
issue of fireworks has become
a concern for local residents
who complain about excessive
noise and concern for pets
and livestock, Williams said.
“Complaints we get are
about debris from fireworks
landing in yards and on roofs,
and the noise is also a complaint,” he said. “A common
complaint we get from people

Courtesy The Woodlands CVB

New law prompts Montgomery County
to consider adding firework sales seasons

Professional fireworks displays are allowed in The Woodlands, but it is illegal
for residents to use them in most municipalities in Montgomery County.

is that after New Year’s the
fireworks continue for several
days after.”
Clint Cooke, assistant fire
chief for the South Montgomery County Fire Department,
said the department responds
to occasional spot fires or
burn injuries during a typical
fireworks season.
“Our biggest concern is the

aerial fireworks and potential
for wildland fires,” he said.
“When those go up there’s
no way to predict where they
come down.”
Take the poll online at
communityimpact.com/wdl-poll

Are you in support of the additional
fireworks sales seasons in
Montgomery County?
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PLAY BALL

PARKS AND RECREATION

Popularity of sports continues to grow in
The Woodlands with new fields set to open
By Marie Leonard

—Chris Nunes, township parks
and recreation director

While Nunes said the
new complex will help with
the increased demand for
using the township’s existing
sports fields, the need is still
present.
“The real challenge is that
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“The real
challenge is
that everybody
wants Monday,
Tuesday and
Thursday from
6-8 p.m. That’s
only six hours,
but a lot of folks
want to use the
fields.”

everybody wants Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday from
6-8 p.m.,” Nunes said. “That’s
only six hours, but a lot of
folks want to use the fields. A
lot of existing organizations
want to expand the number
of hours they use, and we
also get continued requests
from folks who aren’t
approved organizations that
want to host practices there
and play games.”
To become an approved
sports organization through
the township, groups need
to have a certain number
of players who live in The
Woodlands and provide
other documentation, such
as nonprofit status and
financials. Once the organization is approved, it can
begin setting reservations for
practices and games on the
township’s fields.
Although the township’s
three sports complexes—
Alden Bridge, Bear Branch
and Gosling—are where the
majority of games are played,
a number of community
parks are used as well.
Several leagues in the
community have their own
facilities on which to play,
providing more flexibility for
practice and game times. A
youth sports tackle football
program, The South County
Football League, has approximately 750 members who
practice in The Woodlands
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sports complex with three
artificial turf and two grass
fields.
Construction began on the
sports complex in mid-2014
at Gosling Road and Marisco
Place. The facility is comparable to the size of the Bear
Branch Sports Complex and
features multipurpose fields
on which a number of sports,
ranging from rugby to flag
football to lacrosse, can be
played.

LOCATION
r
ea

Adult and youth sports
leagues in The Woodlands
will have a new place to
play when The Woodlands
Township’s Gosling Sports
Complex opens this spring.
The finishing touches are
being put on the five new
multipurpose fields, which
will be available for approved
sports organizations in the
community.
“Youth sports have always
been popular in our community,” said Chris Nunes,
parks and recreation department director. “I think it’s
[because we have] these
facilities as well as all the
neighborhood parks where
kids start out by just throwing or kicking a ball.”
The township undertook a
parks and recreation needs
assessment in 2011. Through
a public survey and meetings
with a number of different
community groups, officials
determined a deficiency in
the number of sports fields
in the community, Nunes
said. The report states that by
2025, an additional 24 new
game fields will be needed in
The Woodlands.
The township created a
plan to address several of the
issues in the report, which
included installing lighting
at various village parks,
changing the surface at six
fields from grass to artificial
turf, and developing a new

A new sports complex on Gosling Road will open this spring featuring
five new multipurpose fields.
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SPORTS CULTURE

Sports continue to be a popular recreational option for residents.
There are now
The new Gosling
sports complex has

5

3

multipurpose
fields

sports complexes
in The Woodlands

The facility cost

$5.2

By 2025, the
township will
need about

MILLION

20

to construct

new game fields
The township
has more than

130

community
parks

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

area at Gullo Park.
“I think everyone has the
mentality that an occupied kid, especially one in
sports, is a successful one
and is given opportunities
to build great character
and confidence to grow as
a young person,” President
Eric Endicott said. “There
are three entities in the area

that have really driven the
sports culture in The Woodlands: Montgomery County
leadership, The Woodlands
Township leadership and
Conroe ISD. Those groups
have always worked with all
the sports leagues to make
sure there are facilities available for the youth to participate in sports.”
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TRANSPORTATION

Woodlands Township directors vote to defer Town Center parking garage
another project in the region,” Bass said.
The cost to build the garage is
$5.2 million, which would have meant
a net construction cost of $1.2 million
for the township.
“I’m increasingly concerned about
spending money, especially on things
that are discretionary,” Bass said.

Although the project was deferred,
visitors and employees to Town
Center will have some parking relief
later this year when a new garage is
completed at The Woodlands Mall.
The three-level garage will provide
additional parking to the 5,800 existing spaces at the mall.

PROJECT ON HOLD
The Woodlands Township decided to defer the construction of a
parking garage in Town Center at its Feb. 24 meeting.
.
Lake Woodlands Dr

THE WOODLANDS MALL
Mall Ring Rd.

PROPOSED
PARKING
GARAGE

THE WOODLANDS
WATERWAY
MARRIOTT HOTEL

Map not to scale

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

Rd.

Dr.

THE CYNTHIA WOODS
MITCHELL PAVILION

Mall
Ring

Forest

Lake Robbins Dr.

Woodloc
h

MARKET STREET

e.

southwest corner of Six Pines and
Lake Robbins drives—where the
existing Gold Lot sits today—and
would provide parking for the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion and the
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel.
The project has gone through several
re-evaluations in the past six years.
“We looked at the parking issues in
Town Center and said a fourth park
and ride by itself would pull ridership
from other areas and be disingenuous,” Bass said. “Then we began to
look at it as a transit hub.”
The township was initially awarded
$3.8 million in capital grant
funding from two sources to build
the parking garage: a Federal Transit
Administration grant and a Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
grant from the Houston-Galveston
Area Council.
However, since the township did
not apply for the CMAQ grant within
a certain time period, the funds
reverted back to H-GAC.
“H-GAC is reasonably upset about
this because they’ve been holding this
money when they could have used it on

Waterway Av

The Woodlands Township board of
directors voted Feb. 24 to defer building a new parking garage in Town
Center that was originally proposed
in 2009.
The uncertainly of economic conditions due to the downturn in the oil
and gas industry was a main concern
for directors when considering the
issue.
“I don’t think we’ve seen the worst
of the situation yet,” Director Mike
Bass said. “I hear rumors of additional
layoffs within The Woodlands, and I
think we’ll see more downturn in the
Houston area to begin with.”
Township finance director Monique
Sharp said retail sales tax numbers in
The Woodlands—the biggest portion
of the budget comprising 45 percent—
have been flat for two months.
“If we continue to be flat, that would
have an impact of $1.7 million in the
[fiscal year 2016-17] budget,” she said.
“At this point in time looking at the
data, I can’t confidently say we’ll meet
[this year’s] sales tax budget.”
The garage was proposed for the

Six P
ines
Dr.

By Marie Leonard
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MILLENNIALS

DEVELOPMENT

More millennials calling The Woodlands home
By Beth Marshall

More millennials are entering the work force
every day, and state and local officials say many of
them are finding their niche in The Woodlands.
According to The Woodlands Development
Company, the total population for 2015 was
109,679 people, with millennials accounting for
22 percent, which is slightly higher than the state’s
millennial population.
“Our community’s quality of life and amenities
have changed over the years to attract a growing
number of millennials,” said Gil Staley, CEO of
The Woodlands Area Economic Development
Partnership.

“It’s not necessarily that
millennials are all moving to
the typical urban environments,
they are moving where the jobs
and the growth [are].”
—Steve Murdock, Demographer and professor of sociology
at Rice University

According to research from data and media
company Bloomberg LP, Houston has been named
one of the fastest-growing cities for millennials,
ranking eighth among cities that have seen the
most millennials move in from 2010-13.
“It’s not necessarily that millennials are all moving to the typical urban environments,” said Steve
Murdock, a demographer and professor of sociology at Rice University. “They are moving where the
jobs and the growth [are].”
While The Woodlands remains a family-friendly
community, attractions, such as the updated bar
scene, job growth and an increased number of
apartment complexes are enticing to the 20- to-35year-old demographic.
“Typically, millennials are attracted to a great
nightlife, artisanal food and urban living, just to name
a few,” Staley said. “The Woodlands Town Center has
evolved into a vibrant urban area that embraces the
social and modern trends millennials love.”

Not all millennials who live in The Woodlands
work there as well, and vice versa. However,
between 2010-14, The Woodlands saw an increase
of 11,300 jobs and 262 employers, according to the
Development Company.
Skye Taylor, a millennial who moved to The
Woodlands when she began working as a retail
sales representative for Nestle, said she enjoys the
outdoor activities the area has to offer, such as
kayaking or enjoying space to relax in a hammock. Having access to The Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion, numerous places to eat and
other millennial-friendly venues are also perks,
she said.
“The greatest challenge for millennials living
in The Woodlands is finding other millennials to
connect with,” she said. “After the social circle is
established, there are a host of activities to enjoy
with friends.”
As a working millennial who lives in The Woodlands, civil engineer Grant Boshart said he feels
amenities tend to favor families in the area more
than young professionals. However, he still enjoys
the area entertainment options for people his age.
“The vast amounts of outdoor activities give me
the perfect escape from my desk job,” he said. “The
Woodlands offers a good balance between access
to big-city amenities and escape from them.”
Robby Glass, a millennial who works as an attorney in Madisonville and lives in Huntsville, travels
to The Woodlands multiple times a week to get
together with friends and enjoy the amenities.
“The Woodlands offers various shopping and
entertainment options, from the establishments on
the Waterway to shopping and dining at Market
Street,” Glass said. “There are also numerous festivals throughout the year as well as concerts at the
Pavilion. I like to get to as many as I can.”
As a master-planned community, The Woodlands is home to various aspects that appeal not
only to millennials, but all residents.
“Options for activities that take advantage of the
great scenery and year-round outdoor weather are
nearly endless,” Taylor said.
Additional reporting by Shawn Arrajj

Who are the Millennials?
1981

1997

A millennial is anyone who was born between 1981-1997.
Houston has been named one of the fastest-growing cities for
millennials, and the trend is extending to suburban areas such as
The Woodlands. According to data from Bloomberg, Houston is
fifth among cities with the highest portion of millennials at about
22.1 percent.

Millennials in the U.S.
The percentage of millennials living in Texas is slightly higher
than the national average.
2014 total U.S. population

318,857,056

2014 U.S. millennial population
(ages 20-34)

64,717,654
20.3% of total
population are millennials

2014 total Texas population

21.8%

26,956,958

of total
population
are
millennials

2014 Texas millennial population
(ages 20-34)

5,686,056

Millennials in The Woodlands
2010

2014

2010 total population

2014 total population

2010 U.S. millennial population

2014 millennial population

13,871

23,709

93,847

(ages 15-29)

14.8% of total
population are millennials

107,769
(ages 18-34)

22% of total
population are millennials

Millennials in Montgomery County
2010

2014

2010 total population

2014 total population

2010 U.S. millennial population

2014 millennial population

86,461

90,092

455,746
(ages 15-29)

19% of total
population are millennials

518,947
(ages 18-34)

17.4% of total
population are millennials

Source: The Woodlands Development Company, U.S. Census Bureau/ Community Impact Newspaper

ADDITIONAL

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER

17 YEARS.

NX200t

$500

00

For our Neighbors in
The Woodlands.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090
281-569-3300

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or
preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer.
Offer expires 4/13/16.
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CITY

Fiber to the

Shenandoah prepares to add fiber to
homes, gain faster Internet speeds
By Abigail Loop

Shenandoah City Council
is in the process of selecting
Internet providers and a professional consultant to provide
residents better Internet access.
City Administrator Greg
Smith said the idea originated last fall when the fiber
broadband company Tachus
approached the city about
providing fiber connections
to a couple of subdivisions to
achieve faster Internet speeds.
Soon, however, the whole city
was slated to have fiber Internet as part of the project.
Tachus is providing gigabit
Internet service—a broadband
Internet service delivered over
fiberoptic lines—to Shenandoah residents in Silverwood
Ranch, Silverwood Ranch
Estates and Boulevard Green.
Once the city finds a provider and fiber to the home
is available, residents who

sign up and pay for Internet
will soon all have fiber to the
home Internet.
Smith said the council held
two town hall meetings in late
January and early February
to go over resident questions
and comments. City staff then
created a timeline and recommendations for the project.
“Once we get a provider
identified, we’ll be able to look
at getting a conduit for the
fiber to connect to all homes,”
Smith said. “We put a [request
for qualifications] and [request
for information] out right now
to determine interest from
providers.”
Existing wired Internet
service providers for Shenandoah include Xfinity, Charter,
U-Verse and Consolidated
Max. One universal provider
will be used throughout the
city to provide the fiber service.
“Fiber to the home and the

HOME

gig service are a great addition for multiple reasons,”
Smith said. “It’s reliable Internet speed that allows people
to work from home, and the
way people do entertainment
will be more Internet-based
in the future. You can go to
Hulu and watch TV with this
service because the speeds are
there.”
The council is expected to
complete the RFQ and RFI by
April 1. When the conduit is
installed in the city, it will only
be added in the right of way,
which will be within 5 to 10
feet of the curb.
Once a resident signs up
with the selected Internet
provider, the fiber will run on
the resident’s property and
into the home and connect to
a modem. Older wireless and
wired routers will need to be
upgraded to allow for gigabit
speed.

YOUR FURNITURE... YOUR WAY!

When compared with other modes of internet speed, using fiber to the home
Internet decreases upload and download times, resulting in faster Internet.

SUPER SPEED
FASTEST
TODAY IN
SHENANDOAH

TACHUS
IN-HOME WIFI

TACHUS
FIBER

20

900

1,000

900

1,000

UPLOADING
MBPS

MBPS

DOWNLOADING

100
MBPS

MBPS

MBPS

MBPS

COMPARISON MOVIE DOWNLOAD
The lower the gigabit speed the faster the download

TRADITIONAL
CABLE:

FIBER USER:

GIGABIT SPEED

GIGABIT SPEED

90

4

Sources: City of Shenandoah/Community Impact Newspaper

Celebrating over 25 years of building dream homes in Texas.

CUSTOM CHAIRS AND SOFAS AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.
CHOOSE YOUR UNIQUE STYLE, FABRIC AND FINISH!

Flexible Floor Plans 10 Year Structural Warranty
98% Customer Recommended Build on Your Lot Program
Nationally Recognized Energy Program

832•246•8848
26211 I-45, SPRING, TX

$140s - $340s
PlantationHomes.com

WOODLANDSUNIQUE.COM

Plans, prices, and availability subject to change without notice.

$300s - $1 Million
CoventryHomes.com
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MARCH
12-13

14th Annual

The Woodlands • Waterway Marriott • www.WoodlandsShows.com
Kitchen & Bath

Gardening

retractable awnings

Custom Home
Building Stage

Final Touch Granite
Feature Exhibit
The newest in kitchen and bath ideas!
Latest patio awning designs from
Conroe Awning & Screen

WINDOW FASHIONS

Hunter Douglas Feature Exhibit
Introducing PowerViewTM

LivE Cooking Demos

On Outdoor Cooking Stage

Outdoor Living

Landscapes, Outdoor Kitchens,
Arbors, Hardscapes, Spas!

Meet GardenLine
Radio Show Host,
Randy Lemmon

Looking for Inspiration?

Great Advice from building
and remodeling professionals

CRAFT BEER & WINE
Beautiful Fountains
and Water Displays
See Fountain Works
Feature Exhibit

Design advice

Meet Kate Smith, Color Expert

Over 200 Home Improvement Professionals

Hours
Saturday 9 am - 7 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

TICKET PRICES
Adults $9 • Seniors $8
12 and under Free

location
The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott Hotel
& Convention Center

FREE
COVERED PARKING!

$1 OFF

show ad
ONLIN

mission

E ONL
Y!
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PRIMARY
ELECTION

Swanson defeats incumbent Riddle
in Republican race for District 150

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

Brady avoids runoff, wins U.S.
District 8 Republican primary
By Julie Butterfield

By Wendy Cawthon

Valoree Swanson defeated incumbent Debbie Riddle in the March 1
Republican primary for state representative District 150 with
52.47 percent of the vote, or 12,143
votes, according to unofficial results.
Riddle received 39.65 percent
of the vote, and opponents Theresa Hearns-Haynes and Al Zolli
received 5.20 percent and 2.69 percent, respectively.
Swanson was not available for
comment on election night.

Swanson is a sixth-generation
Texan and a mother of four who has
previously worked in commercial
real estate.
Riddle served as the state representative for District 150 for 12 years.
She previously worked as a Realtor,
volunteer firefighter and volunteer
emergency medical technician. She
has lived in the Spring and Tomball
area for more than 35 years with her
husband, children and grandchildren.
All results are unofficial until canvassed.

24,664
total votes

52.47%

39.65%

Valoree Swanson

Debbie Riddle

Sources: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Longtime incumbent Kevin Brady
has won the U.S. representative District 8 Republican primary on March
1, garnering 64,745 votes, or 53.3
percent of the total.
“I’m blessed with great supporters,
especially my wonderful wife, and
I deeply thank you for sending me
back to keep fighting for families and
local businesses,” Brady said.
In early voting results, Brady
appeared on the cusp of a runoff
with Steve Toth, a local business
owner and former state representative, who ended up earning 45,298
votes, or 37.35 percent.
Their two opponents—Andre
Dean and Craig McMichael—garnered 5,196 votes and 6,021 votes,

121,260

7.88%

total votes

Other

Noack re-elected as Montgomery
County Precinct 3 Commissioner
By Abigail Loop

According to unofficial voting
results, incumbent James Noack has
won the race for Montgomery County
Precinct 3 Commissioner, defeating
Jay Mac Sanders. Noack has been
Precinct 3 commissioner since 2012.
Noack garnered 14,743 votes, or
72.82 percent, while Sanders earned
5,503 votes or 27.18 percent.
There are no opposing Democratic
candidates running for Montgomery
County Precinct 3 commissioner in
November.
Noack grew up in the Spring area
and has worked in various roles in
the financial industry for 17 years.
His campaign focused on being
proactive in planning for future

transportation needs of the county
and wisely managing taxpayer dollars and the county’s resources.
Noack said he is thankful for his
supporters and is looking forward
to making plans for the future.
“I’m humbled by the support in
this election but not at all surprised,”
he said. “Precinct 3 is made up of
good, positive, forward-thinking
voters and my campaign reflected
that all along.”
Noack said he wants to let supporters know he will continue to be their
voice as Precinct 3 commissioner and
work on solutions to problems the
precinct currently faces.
All results are unofficial until
canvassed.

53.39%

Sources: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

Steve Toth

Sources: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

9.26%
Other

Henderson wins in Montgomery
County sheriff Republican primary
By Jesse Mendoza

Rand Henderson has won the Montgomery County sheriff Republican
primary over opponent Jim Napolitano, according to unofficial results.
Henderson garnered 56.7 percent of
the vote, or 44,181 votes total, compared to 33,691 votes, or 43.3 percent
of the votes, for Napolitano. Henderson has no Democratic opponent
in the upcoming November general
election. He could not be reached for
comment on election night.
After 22 years of working his way
up the ranks of the Montgomery

County sheriff’s office, Henderson
serves as commander of the department’s patrol division for districts
1-5. He has worked as a patrol deputy
in The Woodlands, overseen the
department’s jail division and its
field training academy, and managed
internal affairs investigations. Henderson also served as incident commander during hurricanes Katrina,
Rita and Ike, and as law enforcement
branch commander and public information officer during the Magnolia
area wildfires in 2011. All results are
unofficial until canvassed.

77,872
total votes

total votes

James Noack

37.35%

Kevin Brady

20,246
72.82%

respectively. Dean is an infantry officer in the U.S. Army while McMichael
is a network engineer.
Brady will not have a Democratic
challenger in the general election in
November.
The chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee, Brady has
served District 8, which includes
portions of Harris and Montgomery
counties, since 1997. Prior to his current position, he served in the Texas
House of Representatives.
“We’ve got to turn this country
around, and I intend to use my chairmanship of the Ways and Means Committee to do exactly that,” Brady said.
All results are unofficial until canvassed.

27.18%

Jay Mac Sanders

56.7%

Rand Henderson
Sources: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

43.3%

Jim Napolitano
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Revamping the SAT

EDUCATION

Conroe ISD students to see
revamped SAT this spring
By Beth Marshall and
Marthe Rennels

Starting this month, high
school students who are
signed up to take the SAT will
be administered a revamped
version of the college readiness
assessment.
Changes to the exam, made
by the nonprofit organization
College Board, are geared
more toward real-world problems students are likely
to encounter.
“I think it’s still going to
be challenging,” said Debbie
McNeely, Conroe ISD secondary language arts coordinator.
“But I think it’s going to be
more student-friendly.”
Previously, SAT scores
could reach 2,400 with separate sections for math, writing
and reading, whereas the new
scoring system will allow for
a high score of 1,600.
Students can earn up
to 800 points in the math
section and 800 points in the
evidence-based reading and
writing section.
“We redesigned the SAT
to focus very clearly and
specifically on those skills
that are necessary for college
readiness and success,” said
Cyndie Schmeiser, College
Board chief of assessment.
“These are the skills that students are learning every day
in the classroom, but we are
focusing very clearly on really
what matters.”
An optional essay section
will add 50 minutes to the
exam time and be scored separately. According to McNeely,
the essay prompts will be the
same for every city. However,
reading materials will vary.
“That’s kind of a nice thing,
so students know what to
expect,” she said. “But they
have to be able to be a close
reader and be able to determine what the author has
done as a writer in the piece.”
McNeely said although
this portion of the SAT is not
required, most colleges would
still want to see an essay score.

“As we stepped back, we
thought we needed to rethink
assessment and not only help
more kids become prepared
for college or career, but we
need to connect them with
opportunities to help them
navigate that pathway to college, which is not always
a clear one,” Schmeiser said.
The new version of the
SAT features eight changes,
McNeely said, including the
new scoring system.
“[Students are] going to
have this beautiful growth
measure to see how they’re
progressing,” she said. “Is
their performance on track
to show college readiness? If
not, what’s really cool about
the new scoring system is they
have the two big scores, then
they start breaking it down.
There’s a total of 12 different
scores that you can look at.”
Students will be able to see
specifically how they scored in
the various math, science and
social studies topics covered.
Additionally, students will
have four answer choices
instead of five, and there
will be no penalty for wrong
answers. They will simply
receive credit for correct
answers only.
College Board has also
redesigned how students prepare for the SAT. In addition
to high school course curriculum, students were expected
to buy additional SAT study
materials or pay for preparatory classes. Now, College
Board has partnered with
nonprofit education organization Khan Academy to offer
free study materials.
“Over three-quarters of a
million kids have already gone
into satpractice.org and have
practiced with over 15 million
problems,” Schmeiser said.
“We are getting feedback from
kids stating that the new test
is more of a reflection of what
they have learned in school.
Frankly, they are finding the
questions to be very clear and
straightforward.”

A new SAT hit the desks of Conroe ISD students March 5. The College Board says the test has several changes that
better align with 21st-century students and provide more insight on scoring information colleges want.

Biggest
Biggest Changes
Changes
Real-world context

Vocabulary

Questions throughout the test will be grounded in the real
world and will be directly related to work performed in
college and career.

The test no longer focuses on obscure vocabulary. Rather,
the focus is on words that are commonly used and questions that revolve around selecting the right word based on
the context of the sentence.

History and social science

Math

Students will be asked to apply reading,
writing, language and math skills to answer
questions in science, history and social
studies.

The test adds more algebra and problemsolving instead of testing a wide range
of math skills. It also limits the use of calculators, which are now only allowed on some
questions.

No penalty for guessing

Optional essay

Penalties for incorrect responses have also been
removed so students can now earn points for any
questions they answer correctly.

The essay portion is now optional, leaving students
with a choice of staying for an extra 50 minutes
to take the written portion.

New
New scoring
Scoring method
Method

According to the College Board, additional scores
shown in the new SAT help colleges form a clearer
picture of the student’s readiness for college.

TOTAL SCORE

SECTION SCORE

TEST SCORE

CROSS-TEST

SUBSCORES

The total score,
or overall
score, is the
combination of
section scores.
The highest
score for the
redesigned SAT
is 800+800, or
1600.

The section
scores are the
individual scores
for the two main
“parts” of the
SAT: reading/
writing and
math. Each section is scored
out of 800.

Each section
is broken into
tests for a total
of 40 points so
students have a
better understanding of what
they missed in
each section.

These scores
show how well
students analyze texts and
solve problems
in history/social
science or
science subject
areas.

The SAT
subscores show
mastery of topics
within reading
and writing and
language, writing
and language
alone, and math
alone.

ESSAY
The essay will
not be factored
into an overall
SAT score. The
essay scores,
based on three
criteria, are
shown
separately.

How
How does
does
CONROE
Conroe ISD
isd compare?
compare?
AVERAGE SCORES*
National
State
Cy-Fair ISD
Houston ISD
Katy ISD
Conroe ISD

1490
1410
1491
1250
1584
1583

In Texas, 64.3 percent of students from the class of 2015 took the former
SAT. In Texas, only 31.8 percent of former SAT takers in the class of 2015
met the SAT College and Career Readiness Benchmark.

who will take the new SAT?

seniors
 Current
Most current seniors will take the test before March 2016,
which means they took the old SAT.

and sophomores
 Juniors
Juniors and sophomores will take the test in March 2016 or
later, which means they take the new SAT.

*All test scores are from the 2014-15 school year,
and are out of 2400 points

sa
SAt registration dates
• THE LAST ADMINISTRATION OF THE FORMER SAT TOOK PLACE JAN. 23 •
MARch 5
Students who are
scheduled to take
the test registered by
Feb. 5.

MAY 7
Students who want
to take this test must
register by April 8.

JUNe 4
Students who want
to take this test must
register by May 5.

Sources: College Board, Cy-Fair ISD, Houston ISD, Katy ISD, Conroe ISD, Kahn Academy/Community Impact Newspaper
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PARKS AND RECREATION

By Marie Leonard

New park and pathway enhancements and water amenities are on tap
for The Woodlands this year.
The park and pathway improvements, which total $1.5 million, will
be funded equally by The Woodlands
Development Company and The
Woodlands Township and are focused
on Creekside Park, Hughes Landing
and The Woodlands Waterway.
“There is a lot going on at Hughes
Landing,” said Kelly Dietrich, senior
project manager with The Woodlands
Development Company. “We’re trying to make a lot of connections that
are pedestrian-friendly on Hughes
Landing Boulevard.”
Another Town Center-area project
extends The Woodlands Waterway
pedestrian walkway to the west of
Grogan’s Mill Road near the East
Shore Clubhouse. The project is
expected to be complete by the first
quarter of 2017.
More than 91 acres of parkland will
be added to the Village of Creekside

Park as well this year, including the
community’s last neighborhood park:
the 5-acre Smooth Stream Park. Plans
call for three additional neighborhood
pond parks and a 7-acre Town Lake
Park as well.
The Woodlands Convention and
Visitors Bureau heard about a number
of potential new amenities for The
Woodlands Waterway during its Feb.
3 board meeting. The amenities would
be implemented in lieu of the waterway cruisers that will not be operational by March 31. Proposed ideas
range from pedal boats to whitewater
rafting, but the township’s board of
directors must approve any new amenities before they can be implemented
on The Woodlands Waterway.
Pedal boats would be able to hold
two or four people, which would cater
to a four-person family not able to
fit in one kayak, said Chris Nunes,
township parks and recreation director.
Although the township’s kayak program has been successful—there were
17,000 rentals at the Riva Row Boat

Courtesy The Woodlands Development Company

The Woodlands floats new water
amenity options, park projects

A bridge and pathway will extend The Woodlands Waterway walkway west of Grogan’s Mill Road.

House in 2015—the kayaks can only fit
one or two individuals.
The township is also considering
rowboats, which cost about $1,000 each
and can hold two or four individuals.
“They would cater more to a leisure
and recreational opportunity—people
going fishing, having a picnic lunch or
bird watching,” Nunes said.
There is also the potential for sailboats because of a new access point
for water activities at Hughes Landing
opening this spring.
“When we looked at [sailboats]
in 2009 we stayed away because the
base of operations was the [Riva Row]
boathouse, and trying to propel a

sailboat through a narrow channel
would provide some challenge for
even an experienced sailor,” Nunes
said. “Now that we have more direct
lake access with Hughes Landing and
potentially the upper waterway, that
would provide more access.”
Other potential options include aqua
golf and whitewater rafting, but adventure options may not be allowed by The
Woodlands Development Company.
“The state of Texas doesn’t have a
long history with whitewater rafting,
but it’s been successful in other areas,”
Nunes said. “But if you have pumps
and motors and rocks and obstacles, it
might be another option.”

GET PREPARED.
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The Woodlands Chorale
presents

Global
Voices
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

CELEBRATE CHRIST’S
RESURRECTION WITH US
WORSHIP SERVICES
MAUNDY THURSDAY | MARCH 24
7:30 p.m. | Traditional | Main Sanctuary
GOOD FRIDAY | MARCH 25
Noon and 5:00 p.m. | Traditional | Robb Chapel
7:00+ p.m. | Contemporary | Harvest Worship Center
7:00+ p.m. | Modern | Loft Worship Center
HOLY SATURDAY | MARCH 26
3:00 p.m. | Children’s Service | Main Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. | Modern | Loft Worship Center
EASTER SUNDAY | MARCH 27
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00+ a.m. | Traditional | Main Sanctuary
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. | Traditional | Robb Chapel
9:30+ and 11:00 a.m. | Modern | Loft Worship Center
8:00, 9:30+ and 11:00 a.m. Contemporary
Harvest Worship Center
+ Live streaming online at thewoodlandsumc.org/worship

Find more information at

thewoodlandsumc.org/easter

Mark Vogel, Interim Artistic Director
A diverse program of chants and traditional
melodies from around the world

Global Voices
Saturday, April 16, 2016
7:00 P.M.
The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church

4188 W. Panther Creek Drive

$10 Adult. Children under 6 free
2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.

|

The Woodlands, TX 77380

|

281.297.5900

Tickets available at the door or website
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UT system creates task force for Houston expansion amid opposition
Houston Advisory Task Force in February.

is 3.5 miles from the Texas Medical Center.
Although the business community is excited a
major university is entering the area, some have
reservations about the new UT campus, said Peggy
Wilson, president and CEO of the Houston Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce.
“It is a little early to see what the economic impact
will be to our member businesses,” Wilson said.
The land is close to downtown and features easy
access to Loop 610 and Hwy. 288, but the UT system
will need to develop expensive utilities that do not exist
to support the development, said Bill Wong, owner of
Orange Commercial, a Houston real estate firm.
The project has been met with opposition from the
University of Houston and legislators. Nineteen Houston-area state lawmakers—including current Mayor
Sylvester Turner—wrote a letter to McRaven, asking
him to slow down the expansion in December.
“It appears many steps in planning have already
been taken without consulting key stakeholders and
leaders,” the letter read. “Accordingly, we respectfully ask for the system to step back and work with
these local and state leaders, including the Legislature and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board, before taking any major steps.”
The University of Houston System board of regents
also criticized the plan, arguing at a November meeting that the expansion is a duplication of services. UH
also declined a spot on the executive committee for the
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100 acres already
purchased by the
UT System.

“The University of Texas’ unilateral expansion
signals a departure from the historical practice
of using taxpayer funds to strategically serve
citizens in all regions of the state through collaboration and cooperation,” the UH system said in
a statement.
The UT system sees this initiative as an expansion of
its already large presence in Houston, McRaven said.
“As Houston’s second-largest employer and its top
producer of research expenditures, the UT system’s
75-year-old footprint in Houston provides an excellent foundation,” he said.

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!

281-367-7770

The Woodlands & Spring
THE #1 Top Producing
Office in Texas .

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900

Fannin St.

Speedway

610

Kirby Dr.

UT’s Houston land purchase

Ma

Eyeing a larger presence in Houston, the University of Texas System continues to move forward with
plans for a new research and educational campus
despite opposition from the University of Houston.
“Higher education has a responsibility to allocate
its resources as strategically as possible, not only to
address its current state of education, but to be inventive in ways to proactively prepare for our future,”
UT Chancellor William McRaven said in a statement.
This committee is tasked with providing guidelines for how the UT System can increase research
opportunities without duplicating the services of
other Houston institutions, McRaven said.
After purchasing more than 100 acres near southwest Houston in January, the university system
announced the 18 members of its executive committee for the Houston Advisory Task Force on Feb. 9.
The task force features former Greater Houston
Partnership Chairman Paul Hobby and Harris
County Precinct 1 Commissioner Gene Locke.
The task force is expected to create a list of recommendations to McRaven by the end of the year.
McRaven will present these recommendations to
the UT system board of regents, the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board and the Texas
Legislature.
The 100-acre land purchase is part of the UT system’s plan to purchase more than 300 acres of land that

Source: The UT System/Community Impact Newspaper

By Chris Shelton
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LONE STAR COLLEGE DUAL CREDIT CLASSES

EDUCATION

Adapting the dual credit program

Conroe ISD considers additional college credit opportunities
By Jesse Mendoza

Local colleges and school districts
in Montgomery County are discussing
additional dual credit program opportunities as educators grapple with new
high school graduation requirements
recently implemented by the Texas
Legislature.
The shift in philosophy at the high
school level asks students to identify their career path at a younger
age than ever—the beginning of the
ninth grade—and has led colleges and
universities to adapt their dual credit
and career and technical education
programs to align with the new high
school graduation system, said Rebecca
Riley, Lone Star College-Montgomery
president.
“Most of the academic transfer
courses have traditionally been in core
college subjects like English, history,
government and math,” Riley said.
“Throughout the state, those alignments
are forming so that students can do dual
credit in [career pathway] courses as
well.”
Updating the career pathway
Passage of House Bill 5 in 2013 established the Foundation High School Program, which outlines default graduation
requirements for Texas students who
entered high school during the 2014-15
school year and beyond.
Under the program, students are asked
to specify which career pathways they
will pursue academic endorsements for.
Endorsements can be earned in science,
technology, engineering and math;
business and industry; public services;
arts and humanities as well as multidisciplinary studies.
As a result of the program,

LSC-Montgomery and LSC-Conroe
Center are working to bridge workforce
training programs from high schools to
the college level.
The workforce training programs are
intended to train students for in-demand jobs within local industries, such
as oil and gas, health care and manufacturing, Riley said, adding that at least 90
percent of LSC-Montgomery students
find employment after graduating from
the college.
“You can put all of the programs in
the world in place, but if there is no job
at the end of it then you haven’t done
anybody any favors,” she said.
While local school districts offer
a variety of certifications, workforce
training is intended to give students a
leg up on their post secondary success—rather than limit students to
entry-level jobs coming out of high
school, said Greg Shipp, Conroe ISD
Career and Technical Education administrator.
When a student enters the workforce,
major local employers like Conroe
Regional Medical Center often offer tuition reimbursement programs to entrylevel employees who are interested in
continuing their education.
“We offer tuition reimbursement
to allow employees to continue their
education and grow their skills, and give
them the opportunity to get promoted,”
said Diana Howell, CRMC vice president of human resources.
School partnerships
The LSC-Conroe Center offers
dual-credit courses to Conroe ISD high
school students enrolled in courses,
such as auto technology, machining,
welding and certified nurse assistant

Students at Conroe, Montgomery and Willis ISDs can participate in dual credit
courses through a number of district partnerships with LSC-Montgomery.

CONROE

MONTGOMERY

WILLIS

AUTOMOTIVE
BIOLOGY
CRIMINAL
JUSTICE
DRAMA
ECONOMICS
ENGLISH
GOVERNMENT
HISTORY
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
MACHINING
MATH
MUSIC
PSYCHOLOGY
SOCIOLOGY
SPANISH
WELDING
Sources: Texas Workforce Commission, Lone Star College System/Community Impact Newspaper

courses.
Representatives from the LSC-Conroe Center began meeting with
Montgomery, Conroe, Willis, Magnolia,
Huntsville and New Waverly ISDs in
February to discuss the potential of
offering credit for existing programs
that meet college standards, said Tristyn
Davis, program manager for school
partnerships.
“If there are courses in the high school
program that could articulate [to college], it
would give students a chance to not repeat

classes that they are already taking,” Davis
said.
CISD is focused on workforce training and offers courses in 15 distinct
career pathways to students, Shipp said.
Beginning with the 2016-17 school
year, CISD will also offer a new
emergency medical technician dualcredit program in partnership with the
LSC-Montgomery campus, Shipp said.
“Health care careers are going to
continue to be at the forefront in terms
of job openings,” Shipp said.

ADJOINS SAM HOUSTON NATIONAL FOREST
2 TO 5 ACRES FROM ONLY

$ 59,900

Wooded Acreage Community
Selling at an Unprecedented Pace

LOCATED NORTH OF THE WOODLANDS
EASY ACCESS FROM I-45

CALL 844.841.8415 x52 texasgrandranch.com

Subject to availability. PSM Realty
of Texas, LLC, Broker. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Obtain the Property Report
required by Federal law and read it
before signing anything. No federal
agency had judged the merits or value,
if any, of this property.
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Economic Outlook Conference projects room for job growth, business
development in health care, education in The Woodlands in 2016
By Beth Marshall

The Woodlands Area Chamber of
Commerce hosted the 30th annual
Economic Outlook Conference on
Feb. 26 featuring panelists on health
care, the economy and retail trends
in The Woodlands.
Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands
Area Economic Development Partnership, and Alex Sutton and Tim Welbes, co-presidents of The Woodlands
Development Company, discussed job
growth and retail development.
“The original vision [for The Woodlands] was to do a city in the forest,”
Sutton said. “We’ve maintained
that vision, and we’ve continued to
maintain that vision. It’s really fun to
be able to sit in my office in Hughes
Landing and watch the eagle terrorize
the fish in Lake Woodlands and at
the same time be in an environment
where we’ve got the kind of employment...where you only have to commute maybe a mile or so. It’s really
[a] developed city where you can live,
work, play and learn.”
Updated major employer numbers
were released during the conference,
and energy holds the No. 1 spot,
accounting for 32 percent of the job

market in The Woodlands. Professional services and the health care
sector round out the top three, with
education taking fourth place.
In 2015, 68 companies made up
30,330 jobs in the area. However, at
the year’s end, The Woodlands had a
building vacancy rate of 9.4 percent,
or about 1 million square feet.
“We look at [vacancy] as opportunity
and economic development,” Staley
said. “When it does turn, and we all
know it will, first to market is the winner. We’re ready for that.”
Sutton said of the 9.4 percent of
vacancies, about one-third is in the
Hughes Landing area, which is still
being developed. Since the beginning
of 2016, total vacancy has dropped
to 8.7 percent.
Two of the three office buildings
in Hughes Landing are completely
leased. The third building recently
opened, and the first tenants will be
moving in March, Sutton said.
Health care
In the health care sector alone,
Houston Methodist’s 470,000-squarefoot facility in The Woodlands and
Texas Children’s 548,000-square-foot

campus will open in 2017.
Michelle Riley-Brown, president of
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, said they are always planning
ahead when it comes to staffing
requirements.
“We’re making sure that we’re
planning for the future and providing specialty care for Montgomery
County and surrounding counties in
those planning efforts,” she said.
Memorial Hermann is also undergoing an expansion project, and CEO
Josh Urban said the facility will house
351 beds by this summer.

accounts for over 100 jobs on The
Woodlands’ major list of employers.
The John Cooper School will open
its new 50,000-square-foot science,
technology, engineering and math
building in time for the start of the
fall semester.
Lone Star College-Montgomery
and the Sam Houston State University
branch in The Woodlands continue to
grow. SHSU, in particular, is contributing to the health care services
industry in the area.

“We look at [vacancy] as
opportunity and
economic development.”
—Gil Staley, The Woodlands Area Economic
Development Partnership CEO

Education
Conroe ISD is looking at adding
at least four new schools to the Oak
Ridge feeder zone alone, Staley said.
“It’s needed for our students for
our population, but it’s a job creator,”
he said.
The Woodlands Christian Academy

Retail growth
Restaurant Row at Hughes Landing
now consists of seven restaurants—
with Truluck’s slated to open in March.
“That will complete Restaurant
Row,” Sutton said. “We’re very pleased
with the way that’s developed.”
Embassy Suites in Hughes Landing opened in December. The Westin
in Waterway Square, set to open
mid-March, will feature a 24-hour
pet-friendly Starbucks. Although The
Woodlands’ economy is experiencing
a minor downturn, Staley said people
should not be worried.
“I’m still optimistic,” he said. “This is
the best downturn we’ve experienced.”

The Woodlands outlook: Conference fast facts
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion sees

Memorial Hermann estimates

570,000 annual visitors
There are

205
restaurants
in The Woodlands

ExxonMobil at Hughes
Landing brought in

1,900
employees

6,000 employee vacancies
in coming years

Houston Methodist The Woodlands
is situated on a 60-acre

site

Sources: The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership and The Woodlands Development Company/Community Impact Newspaper
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43 percent voter approval
countywide. The extension
was not included in the
November county road bond,
which passed with 63 percent
voter approval.
The township’s issue with
the Grogans Mill extension
in the south county study
involves a proposed direct
flyover at I-45 into Sawdust
Road, an expansion of Grogans Mill Road to six lanes
and the creation of an underpass at Woodlands Parkway.
“Because of the problems
on I-45, H-GAC has created
these north/south thoroughfares—Grogans Mill and Gosling—instead of dealing with
the problem,” Bass said.
Alden Bridge resident Bill
Bass spoke during the Feb. 24
meeting against the proposed
Grogans Mill, Gosling and
Branch Crossing extensions.
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Branch Crossing Drive extension
from Research Forest to FM 1488

Gosling Road extension north of
Hwy. 242 to Hwy. 105
105

1488

2954

Research Forest Dr.

Branch Crossing Dr.

242

Expansion of Grogans Mill south
of Woodlands Parkway
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of Woodlands Parkway in the
township.
“It’s one thing to bring
people into the community
to get here to shop and work,
but it’s another to provide a
thoroughfare where they just
go through the community,”
Director Mike Bass said.
Montgomery County Commissioners Court approved
the county’s thoroughfare
plan during its Jan. 26 meeting after a presentation from
the Houston-Galveston Area
Council.
The 6-mile Woodlands
Parkway extension from
FM 2978 to Hwy. 249 was
included in last May’s county
road bond package, which
more than 80 percent of
Woodlands residents who
turned out to the polls voted
against. The bond measure
failed after receiving only
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The Woodlands Township board of directors has
voiced opposition to several
road projects included in the
Montgomery County Thoroughfare Plan and the South
County Mobility Study.
Directors unanimously
approved a resolution during
a Feb. 24 board meeting
objecting to five proposed
projects and asking that they
be removed from the plan.
Projects include the Woodlands Parkway extension to
Hwy. 249; a Branch Crossing Drive extension north
of Research Forest Drive to
FM 1488; an extension of
Gosling Road north of Hwy.
242 to the city of Conroe; an
extension of Grogans Mill
Road north of Vision Park to
Hwy. 242; and the expansion
of Grogans Mill Road south

The Woodlands Pkwy.
Do b b i n H u f
sm
i

The Woodlands Township
approved a resolution Feb.
24 opposing several projects
included in the Montgomery
County Thoroughfare Plan
and the South County Mobility
Study.

.
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By Marie Leonard

Woodlands Parkway extension
from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249
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Woodlands Township voices opposition to
5 proposed projects in thoroughfare plan

THOROUGHFARE PLAN
OPPOSITION

H

TOWNSHIP

Vision Park Dr.

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

“This isn’t about deterring
people from getting to The
Woodlands, but rather
about them using roads that
were meant to handle large
amounts of traffic to get them
to our great community

without adding risk to residents,” he said. “By extending
these roads, residents of The
Woodlands will be exposed
to traffic in sections of the
community that already experience congestion.”

TEXAS
KICK UP YOUR HEELS FOR THE NEW

TWO STEP
GROWING STRONGER—TOGETHER

• INDOOR Group Circuit and HIIT Sessions!
• One monthly rate - Attend as Many Sessions as You Like!

WWW.FITFORALLINC.COM

CONTACT US 281-288-7697 • KAREN@FITFORALLINC.COM

www.TwoStepsOneSticker.com

KC EVENT CENTER • 2655 FM 1488 • CONROE, TX 77384

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft.
From the $300’s to high $400’s

COME HOME TO

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS

Inway Oaks Estates
SPRING, TX
GATED
SPEC HOMES NOW AVAILABLE

Meadowsweet Dr.

hir e

Butera Rd.

Nichols Sawmill Rd.

Infinity Classic Homes is
dedicated to providing top
quality, energy-efficient
homes for the best value.

v ers

Gosling Rd.

NO MUD TAXES

Do

For More Information

281-757-9946 281-330-2096
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News from The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County

Compiled by Marie Leonard and Jesse Mendoza

Township directors vote to dissolve ad hoc
transportation committee created in 2012

Woodlands issues request for proposals
regarding cultural arts feasibility study

THE WOODLANDS The Woodlands Township board of directors
voted Feb. 18 to terminate the township’s ad hoc transportation committee. The committee was chartered in
2012 with the purpose of developing a
transportation action plan for consideration by the full board of directors.
Its members—including no more
than three township directors—met
once a month to discuss transportation projects or issues that would
later come before the full board.
“[The committee] was absolutely
critical when it was implemented,
but I think they’ve gotten us to the
point where we have a competent staff
and we’re able to engage and move
forward and include everybody,” said
director Gordy Bunch, who proposed
the idea.
In lieu of committee meetings,
the township will have staff-driven

THE WOODLANDS The Woodlands Township board of directors
voted Feb. 18 to issue a request for
proposals for the development of a
cultural arts feasibility study.
There are no costs associated with
issuing the RFP, which would help
develop a community vision for
the proposed venue along with the
financial feasibility associated with
capital costs and fundraising.
“Presently, there are multiple ideas
by multiple residents and constituents,” township Chairman Ed Robb
said. “What this study will help us
clarify is what makes the most sense
for our community.”
The township put aside $250,000
in the fiscal year 2015-16 budget to
conduct the feasibility study. The
directors will decide in May whether
or not to move forward with the
project after studying the responses.

Animal shelter
pet population
Capacity

435

Cats

Nov. 6

Cats
329

Feb. 17

Dogs
133

Cats
290

Source: Montgomery County Animal Shelter/
Community Impact Newspaper

Courtesy Montgomery County

285

511

CULTURAL ARTS TIMELINE
The Woodlands Township board voted
in February to issue a request for
proposals to develop a cultural arts
feasibility study. Below is a proposed
timeline for the process:
FEBRUARY-Township board voted to
issue the RFP.
MARCH-RFP is issued to potential
vendors.
APRIL-Submittal deadline for the RFP
is late April.
MAY-Ad hoc economic development
committee reviews proposals, and
township board can consider issuing a
contract award.

Montgomery County appoints White to run troubled animal shelter

Dogs

Dogs

Funding for the study would
come from the township’s events
admission tax, which must be used
for cultural arts activities in The
Woodlands. Since implementation
of the tax in 2011, the township has
saved $560,000 in the economic
development fund.

Michael White

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
The Montgomery County
Animal Shelter is under the
direction of Dr. Michael
White as of Feb. 16.
White has 30 years of
private practice experience in
veterinary medicine and 11
years in the veterinary public

health field. Previously, White
served as director of the veterinary public health division
of the Harris County Public
Health and Environmental
Services.
“Right now the [shelter]
needs leadership,” White said.
“My biggest passion is the
shelter animals. I want to save
as many as I can, but at the
same time you can’t overcrowd the shelter and possibly
cause disease to spread.”
Montgomery County
Precinct 4 Commissioner
Jim Clark, who was given the
authority to hire the director
by the Commissioners Court,
said White was the most
experienced candidate for the
position.
“The deciding factor was

that he loves animals, had
heard about the shelter and
some of the problems we were
having and he lives in Montgomery County,” Clark said.

“[White] is a guy [who] I think will
rise to the challenge.”
—Jim Clark, Montgomery County Precinct 4 commissioner

“He is a guy who I think will
rise to the challenge.”
The court decided to
replace the shelter’s previous
operator, Care Corporation—
whose contract was rescinded
in November—following
public complaints about the
shelter’s management from
volunteers and stakeholders.
Veterinarians Aubrey Ross
and Diarra Blue operated the

Typically meets the fourth Wednesday
of the month at 6 p.m.
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

White said he hopes to
unify volunteers, staff and
stakeholders with his leadership.
“I know there was a lot of
controversy with the previous
[operator] and there were a lot
of issues with the volunteers,”
White said. “I hope I can
bring people together.”

Tweetings
Tweetings

Meetings
The Woodlands Township

shelter since January 2015
after purchasing the company
from founder Tim Holifield—
former Montgomery County
Precinct 3 constable.

Montgomery County
Commissioners Court

Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month.
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe
www.mctx.org

Oak Ridge North City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth
Monday of every month.
27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge
www.oakridgenorth.com

For instant coverage of these
meetings, follow us on Twitter:
@Impactnews_wdl

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

meetings regarding transportation
issues, and staff members will bring
information to board meetings like
other departments, such as the fire
department.
The township also has an ad hoc
economic development committee, which will remain in operation
because of an amendment proposed
by Director John McMullan during
the meeting.
“I think that we have greater issues,
particularly with respect to the possibility of incorporating that should
dedicate more of our time,” he said.
“As a general matter I’m skeptical of
this, but as I’ve listened to everyone’s
comments, there is yet again difference of opinion. If we can only terminate the transportation committee
and get a clear majority of votes for
that, I think it would be a good way
to move forward.”
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CALENDAR

BIG
IN SPRING
Stop by our office
for a free auto quote
and see how much
you could save.

713-224-3426
1403 Spring Cypress Road
Spring, TX

12

Arts in the Park

19

The annual event features local
artists selling their original artwork along
with a kids zone and live performances.
This year’s event also features a teen
talent show, during which teens ages 1318 showcase singing, dancing, comedy,
magic and acting routines. Food trucks
are also on-site. 2-6 p.m. Free. Rob
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest
Drive, The Woodlands.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

12

Camp Terramont

19

Baskets and Bunnies

19

Creekwood Fishing Derby

Families can camp out while
enjoying crafts, games and outdoor
activities. Dinner, breakfast and a snack
are included in the cost of registration.
Guests are required to bring sleeping
bags and tents. Noon-9 a.m. $125 (four
residents), $135 (four nonresidents), $30
(per additional person). Terramont Park,
8500 Terramont Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Children and their families enjoy
an Easter egg hunt with the Easter
Bunny along with crafts. The price of
admission covers a snack, egg hunt
and a craft. 3 p.m. $20 (resident), $25
(nonresident). Rob Fleming Park, 6055
Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

28

The Woodlands Chamber
Golf Classic

The chamber hosts its annual golf
classic with a scramble format and
shotgun start. More than 120 golfers are
expected to fill 27 holes during the event.
Participants are invited to a reception
following the event during which scores
and winners are announced. Participants

Grand Parkway Ride

Prior to the opening of
Grand Parkway Segment G,
bicyclists have the chance to ride along
the new toll road before it opens to the
public this spring. Funds generated
from the ride will go toward the YMCA
International Services Fund which helps
with human trafficking issues. The route
is 12.5 miles and runs between I-45 and
Hwy. 59 with a turnaround at I-45 and the
Grand Parkway. Bicyclists may ride the
course up to three times. 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
$50. Valley Ranch Road and the Grand
Parkway (route entrance).
www.thegrandparkwayride.com

The U.S. Postal Inspection
Service provides on-site shredding for
residents with personal documents.
Acceptable items include all paper
products and metal that can be bended
with fingers. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. U.S.
Post Office, 9450 Pinecroft Drive, The
Woodlands.

Guests bring fishing poles to the
ninth annual event where bait is provided
for the competition. Prizes are awarded
for longest, heaviest and smallest fish
caught. T-shirts are given out on a
first-come, first-serve basis, and no
registration is required. 8-10 a.m. Free.
Creekwood Park, 3383 S. Panther Creek
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3800.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc.
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO
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also receive snacks, drinks and lunch
throughout the day. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $650
(team of 4). The Woodlands Country
Club Palmer Course, 100 Grand Fairway
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-367-5777.
www.woodlandschamber.org

April

01

Courtesy Young Learners Group

SAVE

12

Community shred event

FEATURED Event

Light It Up Blue

To celebrate World Autism
Day, which is April 2, the Young
Learners Group in The Woodlands
plans to decorate the facility in blue
lights, decor, handprints and puzzle
pieces. Staff, parents and teachers
are encouraged to wear blue to
show support, and students are
surrounded by blue activities and
food throughout the day. Locally
owned and operated, the Young
Learners Group has three locations
in the north Houston area. 8 a.m.3 p.m. Free. The Woodlands Young
Learners Academy, 1500 Woodstead
Court, The Woodlands.
832-381-3480.
www.theyounglearners.com

01

through 3
Spring festival

Haras Hacienda presents the inaugural
spring equestrian competition featuring
events in dressage, hunter jumpers and
working equitation. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free
(admission). Haras Hacienda, 26427
Peden Road, Magnolia. 281-259-4861.
www.harasdoscavaleiros.com

02

The Woodlands CrawPHish
Festival

02

TWFG Muddy Trails Bash

08

through 9
Lone Star Book Festival

More than 4,000 people are expected to
attend the annual festival that promotes
awareness for pulmonary hypertension
and features crawfish, barbecue and live
music. Included in the price of a ticket
is a plate of food and two beverages.
Roger Creager is this year’s headliner,
and the Scooter Brown Band, Zydeco
Dots and Atom Smasher also perform.
11 a.m.-6 p.m. $25 (pre-purchase for
age 13 and older), $15 (pre-purchase for
ages 6-12), free (age 5 and under). $36
(day-of for ages 13 and older), $21 (dayof for ages 6-12) Town Green Park, 2099
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.
www.woodlandscrawfish.com

The ninth annual event winds
through the township’s George Mitchell
Nature Preserve with a chip-timed 5K
and 10K trail run. There is also a 2K-9
fun run for dogs and a 1-mile fun run
for children. Postrace activities include
a party at Rob Fleming Park with live
zydeco music, the Muddy Bowl Crawfish
Cook-Off, children’s activities and
crawfish plates. 3-8 p.m. $35 (dog fun
run and children’s fun run), $45 (5K), $50
(10K). Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside
Forest Drive, The Woodlands.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Lone Star College System hosts the twoday event featuring dozens of authors,
exhibitors and speakers. Nationally and
internationally known authors attend the
festival to meet with attendees, speak
about their works and sign copies of
books. There are special events for
younger readers as well throughout the
festival. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. (April 8),
9 a.m.-9 p.m. (April 9). Free. Lone Star
College-Kingwood, 20000 Kingwood
Drive, Kingwood.
www.lonestar.edu/LSCBookFestival.htm

Jesse Mendoza/Community Impact Newspaper
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08

headlines the event. In addition
to live music, there are activities
for children, such as lawn games,
cornhole, face painting and a kitemaking station. The first 100 fans
receive a free picnic blanket, and
food trucks are also on-site. Noon.
Free. Barefoot Park, Harmony Creek
Drive, Spring.
www.harmony-houston.com

through 10
Woodlands Waterway
Arts Festival

The 11th annual event features 225
artists from across the country and
world showcasing their work. The
featured artist for this year’s festival is
Julia Gilmore. In addition to art, there
is live music, culinary demonstrations
and local performing artists throughout
the weekend. A portion of the proceeds
benefit The Woodlands Art Council’s
community and education outreach
programs. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 8),
10 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 9), 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
(April 10). $15 (weekend pass). Town
Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands.
www.woodlandsartsfestival.com

09

through 10
Texas Wine and Art Festival

Old Town Spring hosts the annual
festival, which features Texas wineries
and artists showcasing photography,
jewelry, paintings and crafts. The price

09

Online Calendar
Find more or submit
The Woodlands events at
communityimpact.com/wdl.

Through 03
Tomball German Heritage
Festival

The Tomball Sister City Organization hosts
the annual event in downtown Tomball to
celebrate the city’s German roots. Three
city blocks are filled with live German
music, vendors, street performers and a
carnival. 6-10 p.m. (April 1), 10 a.m.-10
p.m. (April 2), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 3). Free
(admission). Old Town Tomball, 201 S. Elm
St., Tomball. www.tomballgermanfest.com

To have The Woodlands events
considered for the print edition,
they must be submitted online by
the fourth Friday of the month.
Sponsored by
Courtesy Mike Baxter

Courtesy Harmony

Montgomery County’s masterplanned community of Harmony
hosts a new music festival. Texas
country act Cody Bryan Band

Soggy Doggy Swim Day

Worth the TRIP

01

Barefoot Bands
in the Park

Relay for Life
of The Woodlands

Cancer survivors, caregivers, volunteers
and community members unite to help
save lives from cancer. This year’s event
begins with a survivor and caregiver
dinner followed by a celebratory
survivor’s lap and a luminaria ceremony
to remember those who battled the
disease. More than 4 million participants
took part in 6,000 American Cancer
Society events worldwide in 2015.
6 p.m.-midnight. Free (donations and
fundraising encouraged). College Park
High School, 3701 Hwy. 242, The
Woodlands.
www.relayforlife.org/thewoodlandstx

Dogs come to Creekwood
Park for a splash in the pond, dog
activities, a costume contest and other
activities. All pets must be kept on a
leash and be up to date with shots.
10 a.m.-noon. $10 (per dog). Creekwood
Park, 3383 S. Panther Creek Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-210-3950.
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

APR

09

15

of admission includes a commemorative
wine glass and seven wine tastings.
10 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 9), 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
(April 10). $20 (prepurchase online),
$30 (at the gate). Old Town Spring, 427
Gentry St., Spring.
www.mainstreetfestivals.com

Community IMPACT 2.1709 x 11.25”
50jdollar@judestudios.com
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LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

FEATURED Event
APRI L Mumford & Sons

03

The Grammy-award winning
band returns to The Woodlands
this spring. Blake Mills is the opening act.
6:30 p.m. (doors open), 7:30 p.m. (concert
begins). $59.50 (general admission pit),
$39.50 (lawn). The Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The
Woodlands. 281-363-3300.
www.woodlandscenter.org

March
11 Sock Hop with Johnnie and
		 the Spinsations
12 Checkered Past Band
16 Daniel Blanchard
18 City Nights Band
19 FAB 5
25 RL and the Deep Soul Band
26 Next Level Band
30 Cook and Rose

April
01
02
06
08

Shadow Street Band
The Local Striks
Justin Lablanc
Chris Brade Band

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive,
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

HOUSTON
SYMPHONY

April
08 Bryan Adams
22 I Love the ’90s: Salt-N-Pepa

FRIDAY

APRIL
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and
lawn seating

Courtesy The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

29

		 featuring Spinderella with Kool
		
Moe Dee, All 4 One, Rob Base,
		
Tone Loc, Color Me Badd,
		
Young MC & Kid ‘n Play

23
May
07
13
15
17
21
June
04

Duran Duran

The 1975
Dave Matthews Band
Hall & Oates
Florence & The Machine
Journey

Jimmy Buffett & The Coral
		
Reefer Band
10 Weezer and Panic! At The Disco

July
05 Twenty One Pilots

www.woodlandscenter.org
Tickets can be purchased at
The Pavilion Box Office, all
Ticketmaster outlets, by calling
800-745-3000 or
online at www.ticketmaster.com.
app store and Google Play

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com
March
11 The South Austin Moonlighters
12 “Last Southern Gentlemen”
		 featuring Ellis and Delfeayo
		
Marsalis

13 Wade Hayes, Trent Willmon,
		 Chuck Cannon
17 Sean McConnell
19 Pat Boone
20 Tab Benoit
24 Patty Griffin, Sara Watkins,
		 Anais Mitchell
25 Gene Watson
26 Spyro Gyra
31 Mike Ryan
April
01
02
03
07
08

Walter Trout
The Association
Kingston Trio
Monte Montgomery
Bobby Bare

Dosey Doe Music Cafe
463 FM 1488, Conroe
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com
March
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
		

Josh Grider
Dimitri’s Rail
Howie Day
The Purple Hulls
Sean McConnell
Nick Moss
Annie Moses Band
Cecil Shaw
Folk Family Revival with the
Cerny Brothers
Statesboro Revue
The Derailers
Rhett Butler
Sarah Kelly Music School
Kyle Redd

24
25
26
28
31
April
01 Walt Wilkins & the Mystiqueros
		 with special guest Bart Dewin
02 Van Wilks
03 Lyssa Warren Band
07 Max Stalling
08 David Mayfield Parade

GenuWine Tasting Room
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia
832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com
March
11 Louis Lamb and the Gentle

		 Lamb Experience
12 Michael Martin
17 Ryan Pinnick
18 Sam Jenkins
19 Undercover
24 Scott Haskins
25 Keeton Coffman
26 Jeff Ruby
31 Keith Rea

April
01 Sheri Lavo & Ain’t Nobody’s
		Business
02 Sean Harrold

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St., Tomball
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
March
11 Billy Joe Shaver
12 Slaid Cleaves
15 Sam Morrow with Jamie Wyatt
		 and Andrew James
16 Jason Boland
17 Cody Canada and Mike McClure
19 Sawdust Road
23 Cody Morrow
24 Cody Morrow
25 Trout Fishing in America and Dana
		 Louise and the Glorious Birds
30 Charlie Robison
31 BJ Thomas

April
01 Larry Gatlin
02 Abbey Rode-Beatles tribute
		 band and Already Gone-Eagles
		
tribute band
06 Dale Watson
07 TG Sheppard

Market Street
9595 Six Pines Drive,
The Woodlands
marketstreet-thewoodlands.com
April
21
28
30
May
05

Summer Street
The Slags
Kupira Marimbe
Kache

Courtesy The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Crescent Moon Wine Bar

Compiled by Marie Leonard

51

The Woodlands Edition • March 2016

DRINKS

California Roots

Ruby Slipper

By Abigail Loop

By Abigail Loop

California Pizza Kitchen

Local Pour

O

Photos by Abigail Loop/Community Impact Newspaper

O

ne of California Pizza Kitchen’s most popular drinks is
the California Roots, a drink
made with Svedka vodka, fresh avocado and mint, and fresh agave sour
with a fennel salt rim.
Will Lawson, hospitality manager
at California Pizza Kitchen, said the
unique drink, which costs $10.29, is
sold consistently at The Woodlands
restaurant as customers come back
for more. Once a seasonal drink, the
California Roots is now a full-time
beverage option.
“Once people try it, they try it
again,” Lawson said. “They get past
the uniqueness of the avocado in it.”
In addition to serving made-to-order drinks, California Pizza Kitchen
serves food with a California twist,
offering a variety of pizzas, flatbreads,
soups, salads and pastas. Happy hour
is from 3-6 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to
closing time Monday through Thursday. The restaurant in The Woodlands
has been open since July.

Made with vodka, fresh avocado and mint, the
California Roots cocktail is $10.29.
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1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200,
The Woodlands • 832-791-4900
www.cpk.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

ffering Texas-sourced food
and drink options in The
Woodlands, Local Pour’s
most popular alcoholic beverage is
the Ruby Slipper.
General manager Joe Wiley said
the $10 drink is made with Deep
Eddy Ruby Red Vodka, Lillet wine,
Monin White Peach syrup, fresh
lemon juice and Champagne.
“It’s our top beverage above beer,
wine and liquor,” Wiley said.
Besides having a wide array of
drink specialties, Wiley said the
restaurant offers American-style
cuisine, but uses local farms and
products from across Texas.
“It’s an upscale, casual feel here,”
he said. “We wanted to have local
stuff, and there’s a gastropub feel.
Ninety percent of our beer taps are
from Houston.”
Local Pour opened in 2014 in
Hughes Landing on Restaurant Row
and also features live entertainment
on weekends.

Local Pour offers a variety of craft cocktails at
its Woodlands location in Hughes Landing.
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Q: What do you mean, “…your best
interest at heart?”
A: I recently explained it like this to
a new client in The Woodlands who
was suddenly early retired from a
downsizing: Ask someone “What
should I eat?” You likely won’t get
the same recommendation from
your neighborhood butcher as from
a Registered Dietician. Your butcher
might recommend the pork spareribs
that just arrived, knowing you’ll find
that recommendation appealing. The
dietician on the other hand insists upon
a balanced program that will achieve

your ultimate health goal, though it
includes items you might not like.
Q: So where’s the connection to
financial advice during market turmoil?
A: Much of what passes for financial
“advice” today is equivalent to the
butcher selling you the pork spareribs.
The pork spareribs are what he has on
hand to sell; he thinks they will work OK
for you and that you’ll be happy. He’s not
that concerned that it is the best option
for your long-term health. The majority
of financial advisors operate outside a
fiduciary standard, and thus are under
no legal obligation to put your best
interest above their own.
Q: Presumably, L&W follows a different
approach?
A: At Linscomb & Williams, we are like
that Registered Dietician. Following the
fiduciary standard, we are obligated to
put your interest ahead of our own. This
is always important, but most especially,
in times of market turmoil - times when
it makes sense to get a second opinion
from an experienced firm with no
products to sell. We have the team to
deliver that second opinion right here in
The Woodlands.

vd

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.,
The Woodlands • 281-419-7687
www.localpourhouston.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-midnight,
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-1 a.m.

A Worthwhile Discussion...
Q: 2016 began with turmoil in financial
markets. Does today seem unusual
compared to other markets L&W has
observed over 45 years?
A: In our 45-year history, we’ve seen
a lot of markets that created financial
uncertainty, which makes planning
difficult. The “flavor” of each dish offered
up by the markets is always distinct, but
the basic ingredients are the same. The
key to a successful outcome in personal
financial health is not unlike following a
healthy diet – get sound ongoing advice
from someone who’s got your best
interest at heart.

Bl

Harold Williams, CEO, discusses turmoil in financial markets and the response of Linscomb & Williams
Woodlands wealth management team. (Left to right: Larry Napier, CPA, Paul Vitale, CFP®, Craig Ivy)
Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.

For more information, call Larry Napier or Craig Ivy at 281-841-0707 or visit www.linscomb-williams.com
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Suite 200, The Woodlands, Texas 77380

.
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PEOPLE

Julie Ambler

Woodlands Christian Academy head of school

J

ulie Ambler’s role as
head of school for The
Woodlands Christian
Academy is more of a calling
than a job, she said.
Ambler worked as a commercial real estate mortgage
banker for 17 years before
entering education, a field
in which she was not professionally trained. She started
as a volunteer at TWCA,
where her children attended
school, eventually transitioning to serve four years on the
school’s board of directors.
“I felt God calling me out
of [real estate] to serve Him,”
Ambler said.
In 2006, Ambler assumed
the role of head of school
in what she believed to be a
temporary move, she said,
because the school was going
through a period of financial

distress. It did not take long
for her to realize her time in
that role was meant to last
more than a few months.
She has led the school
through a decade of change
and growth—doubling
enrollment to 600 students—
and taking an aggressive
stance on embedding current
technologies into classrooms. Today, each student
has access to an Apple Inc.
device, be it a tablet or laptop, which Ambler believes
enriches the learning process.
But her passion for education
goes beyond the smartboard.
“We have an unbelievable opportunity to tell our
students who Jesus Christ is
and that he has a plan and
purpose for their lives,” she
said. “The opportunity to
accomplish that and give

students the opportunity to
find their unique talents and
gifts is really special.”
Over the years Ambler has
encountered her fair share of
challenges and obstacles in
her role, the biggest of which
involved fostering a challenging environment for her
students, she said.
“I’m very passionate about
academics and I believe God
wants us to develop our
minds, so I think raising
the bar academically is a
challenge because not many
Christian schools have such
high standards,” she said.
Ambler’s executive assistant, Nancy Sievert, whom
she has known for 10 years,
said Ambler treats the students at TWCA as an extension of her own family.
“She is a woman of

Courtesy Julie Ambler

By Carrie Taylor

Julie Ambler began her role as head of school for The Woodlands Christian
Academy 10 years ago and has since overseen significant growth.

impeccable character, intelligence and integrity, and
she values and cares for the
children here as if they were
her own,” Sievert said. “Every
decision she makes is through
that lens of how it’s going to
affect each and every child.”
Ambler said it is faith that
motivates her to remain
involved and active in the
community and in the lives
of her students. Although
she grew up in a family that

attended church services, she
said she did not develop a
true passion for Christianity
until her 20s.
“Ever since then I’ve been
passionate about Him and
giving my life to God,” she
said. “Everything I am and
everything I have belongs to
Christ, and it is my responsibility to give back however I
can. I like to say Jesus Christ
is head of school, and I try to
get out of the way.”

Anthology Lighting introduces

New Spring
Lighting Designs

h it.
See it. Touc

Take it
HOME

Salute Spring with designs that evoke midcentury
style. From bead-draped to utterly simple, find
the newest design that speaks to you. Anthology
Lighting has hundreds of fixtures on display,
allowing you to select the finish and scale
of the perfect chandelier for your dining
room, living room or entryway.
Featured - Grand Orleans Chandelier

Ask about our Lamp
Repair Service.

Magnolia 32411 FM 2978, Suite A 281-298-5200
AnthologyLighting.com

Follow us on Facebook
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J.J. Hollie

The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce president
J.J. Hollie said he is focused on making The
Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce a collaborative organization and resource for local businesses. Hollie began his career as a staff member
with former U.S. Sen. Charlie Wilson from 1991-96
and did various governmental casework and helped
local constituents solve problems.
He started working for Consolidated Communications in 1998 and spent nearly 20 years working for the company in a product management
role. Hollie’s work with the company took him to
Montgomery County and The Woodlands area in
2007. He participated in Leadership Montgomery
What are your daily job duties as
chamber president?
It’s management of the business, but
it’s also about helping to be a collaborative organization by building relationships and being involved in the right
organizations, activities and groups.
It’s about helping to do all those things
that provide the environment you
want to have so someone can operate a
business and be successful.
What is your vision for the
chamber?
It’s about being an organization
that helps people meet each other and
create relationships and work together
to foster the benefits of the community to improve The Woodlands.
The other piece is that we want to be
more politically active—that’s been a
big part of what I’ve worked toward.
We’ve rebranded our legislative team,
and we now call it the Business Advocacy Council because as a chamber we
want to advocate for our businesses
to our local, state and federal officials.

County in 2008-09 and first became involved in the
chamber’s legislative team because of his political
background. When former chamber president
Karen Hoylman announced her plans to retire in
mid-2015, Hollie was approached about the position. He started as chamber president Sept. 1.
Hollie said he believes there are four important things a chamber should do in a community,
including networking and marketing and becoming
involved in the community. Additionally, a chamber
should focus on nonprofits in the community and
become politically active to help businesses and
individuals become informed, he said.

Those are the two biggest things: providing a collaborative umbrella and
being more involved politically.
Why is it important for a
chamber to be politically active?
Voter apathy is a problem nationwide. I think people are largely
disengaged because they feel like they
can’t make a difference, and they feel
skeptical about politics. There are,
for instance, road bonds and school
bonds and local elections that our
membership needs to get out and have
their voice heard on. We have great
representatives in office, and they’re
very open to meeting with us and
talking to them about concerns that
our business leaders here have.
What are the main challenges
facing the business community
in The Woodlands?
The biggest challenge right now
is the price of oil and how long [the
downturn] is going to last and how
many people it’s going to affect. We’re

Courtesy The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce

By Marie Leonard

in a really good position, though. Yes,
we have a largely energy-based economy, but our net job numbers still
grow during an oil downturn. Part of
the issue is that we don’t overemphasize the price of oil and how it will
affect the economy—we should look
at it in real terms and understand the
history. The good news about being in
The Woodlands is that we have a lot
of headquarters here, which in many
respects are the last to feel the crunch.
The closer you are to the oil patch, the
more you’ll feel it. When we do have
an economic challenge, organizations
like Lone Star College have record
enrollment because people need to
be retrained for a different job, and
LSCS is a crucial piece to that. There
are always two sides of a coin when we
talk about economics.
Why do you think The
Woodlands attracts so many
major employers?
The Woodlands is definitely one of
the best places in the country to live,

work, play, worship and enjoy all the
amenities we have here. It’s been so
well-managed and well-placed even
with not being an incorporated city.
Just take a drive around and look at
how successful it is. When someone
comes here, that’s the first thing they
notice, just what a gorgeous place it is.
How would you like to see growth
continue in The Woodlands?
I want to see good, measured growth
that balances the beauty and serenity of
The Woodlands. One thing I wouldn’t
like to see is The Woodlands become
an urban sprawl, concrete jungle. It’s
been very well-maintained to avoid that.
We do need to solve our transportation
issues. We’ve got to get out in front as
opposed to being a decade behind of
where we’re building roads and how
we’re building roads. You could almost
make a case that anywhere you put
a road is a good thing—roads lead to
people being able to move and get to a
business, and we need to figure out how
to solve our transportation issues.

Who do you turn to when you have an estate, business or tax issue?
You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for over twenty-five years
as a large firm partner and as the owner of a boutique firm.

We provide counsel and expertise on:

• Probate, Estate Administration and
• Drafting Wills, Trusts and
Trust administration
Disability Planning Documents
• Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning • Business Planning and Exit Strategies

*
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

• Asset Protection Planning
• Estate and Trust Litigation
We provide counsel and expertise on:
Steven J. Clausen
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A -The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

INSIDE INFORMATION

Zika virus

ZIKA SYMPTOMS
Conjunctivitis (red eyes)

By Beth Marshall

T

he Texas Department of
State Health Services has
reported a total of
14 confirmed Zika virus cases
in Texas in the past two months,
including seven in the Greater
Houston Area.
While Texans are no strangers to mosquitoes and the
viruses they can carry, the species that carry the Zika virus
primarily bite during the day,
as opposed to the West Nile
virus-carrying species that bite
at night.
“It is important to note that
while we are talking about
a different disease, the same
precautions should be taken
regarding mosquitoes,” said
Justin Fausek, Montgomery
County Precinct 3 environmental foreman. “We strongly
encourage everyone to eliminate standing water on their
property and to wear insect
repellent when going outside

Rash

for any length of time.”
Chris Nunes, director of
parks and recreation for The
Woodlands Township, said
keeping up with lawn and
pool maintenance is crucial in
preventing mosquitoes from
breeding.
Residential areas
are typically sprayed
at night because the
weather is a little
cooler and fewer people
are outside, Fausek said.
However, the spray formula
would have little to no effect
on the species carrying the
Zika virus.
“In light of this, we are not
planning to increase the frequency of our spraying activities in response to the Zika
virus,” Fausek said. “Instead,
we will focus on educating our
residents about the Zika virus,
its potential impact and how to
avoid exposure.”

Fever
Joint pain

HOW TO PREVENT INFECTION IN RESIDENTIAL
AREAS:
Wear mosquito repellent outside
Get rid of standing water
Maintain lawn and other plants
Maintain pool

WHAT IS ZIKA?

The virus is carried by mosquito species
Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus, which
bite during the day.

14

Most cases are mild and do not require
a trip to or stay in a hospital.

cases in Texas

82

confirmed travel-associated
disease cases in U.S.

7

1

locally acquired case
in Dallas County, Texas

confirmed cases in the Greater
Houston area in two months
Source: Center for Disease Control/Community Impact Newspaper

HOW IS ZIKA SPREAD?

When a mosquito capable of carrying
the virus bites a human already infected
with Zika and then bites another human
not yet infected, the virus can be
spread.
A pregnant woman who becomes
infected with Zika can pass the
illness onto the fetus, which can
result in abnormalities in babies.
A man who is infected with the
Zika virus can spread the illness
via sexual contact.

EIGHT Model Homes Now
Open Daily in East Village!

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,
playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits

Visit Today:

From downtown Houston, take I-45 North.
Exit Highway 242 and turn right. Turn right
on Harper’s Trace into East Village.

New Homes from the $290s to $600s | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes,
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes

HarpersPreserve.com
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The Woodlands
Waterway Arts Festival

N

ow in its 11th year, The
Woodlands Waterway Arts
Festival, organized by The
Woodlands Arts Council, will feature
225 artists hailing from 35 states and
three countries, including Canada,
Hungary and Israel.
The festival will run three days
from April 8-10, and patrons can
expect a few new attractions this
year.
“The community is outstanding,” TWAC Festival Director Jenny
Wright said. “They are just a wealth
of volunteers, information, sharing
and giving. It’s part of the essence
of this festival, which makes it so
special.”
This year, access to a new VIP
area that overlooks the festival will
be available, TWAC Development
Director Wendy Paynter said.
“Another new feature is a craft beer
bar that will be at the main entrance
of Town Green Park,” Paynter said.
“That will have an acoustic performer
and a place for people to sip on various different craft beers.”
First Look Friday is a new event
providing patrons with an opportunity to browse and purchase art early.
“That day will be geared for

businesses to come down for lunch
and [do some] shopping,” Paynter
said. “It won’t be as crowded.”
Art Dash takes place the evening of
April 8. During the event, 150 artists
donate pieces and attending patrons
have 60 seconds to select one to take
home during a raffle.
“You buy a ticket and you get a
piece, so that makes it unique and
different,” Wright said.
Artopoly Because Art Matters is a
family-friendly event at the festival
featuring various nonprofits and
charity partners. Popular food trucks
will be on-site, too.
“I think that it’s so vitally important that we start young,” TWAC
Community and Outreach Director
Kayleen Barton said. “Art in all of its
forms—whether it’s performing arts,
visual art, literary art—can really
spark imagination.”
Artopoly Because Art Matters
will be open throughout the weekend, and student scholarship exhibit
pieces will be on display.
“We’re very proud of Artopoly,”
TWAC board of directors President
Amy Lecocq said. “It’s a program
that continues to grow as much as we
can grow it.”

Photos courtesy The Woodlands Art Council

By Beth Marshall
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The Woodlands Waterway
Arts Festival Featured
Artist–Julia Gilmore

1 Festivalgoers browse various works of art
and enjoy the scenic Woodlands Waterway.

American-born, Toronto-based
artist Julia Gilmore is this year’s The
Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival
featured artist.

4

Julia Gilmore

To get a preview of Gilmore’s work
before the festival, visit
www.juliagilmore.com.

d.

By finding inspiration in the simplest
objects, Gilmore feels she will never
run out of ideas because she paints

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival
ill R

“It’s what I understand, and basically,
I believe that everyday objects are
infused with this incredible beauty of
their own,” she said.

“If you just look hard enough, you
can see it in anything, even a garbage
can, and that’s how I see the world,”
Gilmore said. “It’s almost a distraction
sometimes.”

4 Musicians perform for festivalgoers
enjoying the art scene at the Waterway Arts
Festival.

n’s
M

the things she likes, and she likes a lot
of things.

ga

When it comes to her paintings, Gilmore
sticks to painting what she knows.

3 Hubbell and Hudson chefs perform a
cooking demonstration at the 2015 event.

G ro

“It’s a very artist-oriented show, but
on the other hand it’s also a very
collector-oriented show, and just a
perfect mix,” Gilmore said.

2 Patrons have a chance to take in and
purchase art at their own pace during The
Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival.
Courtesy Juila Gilmore

Although she lives over 1,000 miles
away from The Woodlands, she is no
stranger to the festival. Gilmore has
been a participating artist for the past
four years.

3

L ake Ro

bbins Dr.

2099 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands
Hours: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 8),
10 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 9),
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (April 10)
www.woodlandsartsfestival.com
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TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands

BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL
Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options
to complete your undergraduate or
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.
LSC- University Center • 3232 College Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Attend one of our free
information sessions
Saturday, March 19 • Noon
Saturday, April 2 • Noon
Sign up online at
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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ARTIST CORNER

Tim Glover

Steel sculptor’s creations on display in The Woodlands
By Beth Marshall

Photos by Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

A

A helix sculpture by Houston artist Tim Glover stands outside
the Lexicon Pharmaceuticals Inc. building in The Woodlands.

Glover designed the pinecone sculptures that sit on top of the
pillars at Town Green Park’s entrance.

Gr
oga
n’s Mill R d.

Sculpture locations
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Lake Robbins Dr
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Spring Concert Series From 5-9pm.
Enjoy Wine, Music and Food!

Yes, There is a Vineyard
in The Woodlands

Benastar (Pat Benatar Tribute)
Hamilton Loomis
Fab 5
Luther and The Healers Band
Skyline

May 7, 2016 Rat Ranch
May 14, 2016 Already Gone
May 21, 2016 Johnny Cash & Neil Diamond Tribute Band
May 28, 2016 Nobody’s Fool

(281) 803- WINE (9463) • WildStallionVineyards.com • 5969 West Rayford Road, Spring, TX 77389
Wild Stallion Vineyards •

@ws_vineyards •

@wild_stallion_vineyards

il s

Technology
Forest Pl.

Wild Stallion Vineyards began in 2008 with the planting of Blanc du Bois grapes, which produce a lovely
dry, white wine with a tropical ﬁnish. We now have 1500 ﬂourishing vines. WSV has a spacious Event Center
perfect for your next corporate meeting, wedding and reception, or any other special occasion that includes
great wine and spectacular views of the vineyards, gardens and lake.

April 2, 2016
April 9, 2016
April 16, 2016
April 23, 2016
April 30, 2016
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rtist and sculptor Tim Glover has had a
“The one I did at Lexicon, which I think I like best,
successful career since moving to Houston
was done a lot differently and it was more abstract—
in 1986.
not the usual representational helix that you would
As the sculptor of the pinecones at the entrance
see in a genetics book illustration,” he said.
of Town Green Park and the helix at Lexicon PharHe said being able to take the connection between
maceuticals, his work is on display daily in The
the helix strands and the DNA bond and then repreWoodlands.
sent them with square steel tubes fanned out into a
“I mainly like to work in steel, and that’s my
helix shape was what he really liked about the piece.
medium of choice,” Glover said. “It’s the one I spend
“It’s wonderful to have some of my work in The
the most time with, and as a fabricator—somebody
Woodlands, which is really such a beautiful commuwho likes to form, bend and connect metal into
nity in the way that they’ve incorporated art,” he said.
different kinds of form and shape—it’s best where
Glover, who studied at Memphis College of Art
there’s a real passion for me being in the studio and
and the University of South Florida, has had his art
having that hands-on process.”
exhibited at local galleries like Redbud in The Heights
Glover described his work as falling somewhere on and international spaces, including the Shanghai Art
the spectrum between representational and abstract.
Museum in China.
“Sometimes I like to make things that are representational that look like they’re supposed to be someIn the classroom
thing, but maybe there’s an odd twist to it or someGlover teaches art at the High School for Performthing that just seems a little out of place that makes
ing and Visual Arts in the Montrose area.
you have to reconsider it,” he said. “Other times, the
“I’m really about technique and process and trying
pieces might be more abstract and put together from
to pass that on and share it with my students so that
found scraps and things that suggest no kind of form, it can help them to produce the kind of things they
and I just follow what I see.”
want to make,” Glover said.
Glover said the pinecones he sculpted for Town Green
In his classes, Glover said he focuses on passing on
Park in 2005 were fun to work with because he was able
the knowledge he acquired during his years outside
to see The Woodlands’ 2-D logo turn into a 3-D, reprethe classroom.
sentational piece of art.
“I practiced as a self-employed
“Sometimes I like to
“They went through an evostudio artist for over 20 years
make things that are
lution in the design phase,” he
before I got into teaching,” he
representational that look
said. “My first design was much
said. “I’d already had an oppormore loose and gestural. The
tunity to do a lot of things.”
like they’re supposed to
finished piece ended up being a
Glover said he still makes
be something, but maybe
lot more polished and unified.”
time
for his own projects
there’s an odd twist to it or
In 2004, when Glover was
throughout
the year as well.
something that just seems a
commissioned to create the
“I
keep
up
my studio practice,
little out of place that makes
helix sculpture for Lexicon
and I get to really concentrate
you have to reconsider it.”
Pharmaceuticals Inc., he said
on it in the summertime when
his approach was more abstract —Tim Glover, artist and sculptor
we’re off for summer break,” he
than the others. Glover has been
said. “I do keep my hand at it
asked to sculpt helixes for a few other places before,
through the school year as much as I can.”
including the Houston Museum of Natural Science.

Pinecones:
Town Green Park
2099 Lake Robbins Drive
www.thewoodlandstx.com/
parks/town-green-park.php

Helix:
Lexicon Pharmaceuticals Inc.
8800 Technology Forest Place
www.lexpharma.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

Adult sports leagues

Teams help individuals stay active, social

L

Legends Sports Complex hosts adult sports leagues, including kickball, throughout the year.

Turrentine grew up playing sports
and loves being the athletic director at
Legends, she said.
“The great thing about playing in
the leagues is it keeps me active and in
shape,” she said. “We measured it and
during a two-hour Ultimate Frisbee
game, you can run about 5 miles and
not even realize it. You also become
part of this huge group of friends that
play in the different leagues, work out
together between seasons and even
meet up for events around The
Woodlands.”

Legends Sports Complex
Westridge Dr.

Pruitt Rd.

Pr u i t t R d.

and enjoy focusing on the development
of young athletes,” she said. “[Sports
Monkey] seemed like a perfect fit when
we wanted to grow and increase the
amount of leagues we offer.”
The sports leagues run year-round
at Legends. Drop-in Ultimate Frisbee
is every Monday from 8-10 p.m., and
drop-in soccer is every Wednesday
from 8-10 p.m. on the indoor turf field.
Games are free for Legends members
to participate, or $5 for nonmembers.
Sports Monkey offers adult basketball on Tuesday and Thursday nights,
kickball Wednesday nights and sand
volleyball on Tuesday nights.
Legends also has a large number
of companies that register teams for
Sports Monkey leagues.
“We offer a social aspect for young
professionals as well as sports,” said
Kevin Block, vice president of business
development for Sports Monkey. “We
are well-balanced. We offer competition, plus the social aspect.”

B u d d e R d.

egends Sports Complex offers
various adult sport activities
for getting a good workout,
rather than going to a gym or running
around the neighborhood.
“Legends began offering adult
leagues a few years ago to provide
another option for adults who wanted
to be active without just having to run
on a treadmill,” said Ashley Turrentine,
Legends Sports Complex athletic director. “There is the option of just dropping in to play a pickup soccer game or
Ultimate Frisbee game or signing up
for one of the leagues offered by Sports
Monkey-The Woodlands.”
Legends partnered with Sports
Monkey in June to help increase the
number of leagues it offers for the
myriad of new residents moving to The
Woodlands area. The leagues are all
considered recreational to help promote adults staying active and being
social, Turrentine said.
“We have run youth leagues for years

Courtesy Legends Sports Complex

By Kimberly Sutton

602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands
281-298-5700
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

MMA SUMMER CAMP
JUNE 25 - JULY 23, 2016

NOW ENROLLING FOR MMA SUMMER CAMP

LET HIM HANG OUT WITH THE GUYS!!!
At Marine Military Academy, we work hard ... and play hard! Make the most of your son’s
summer and enroll him in our four-week summer camp. Every day, he’ll participate
in challenging but exciting physical and military activities that build self-discipline,
teamwork, confidence and good old-fashioned muscle! Boys from across the nation
and around the world line up for MMA Summer Camp! Enroll your son TODAY!

MMA-TX.ORG/SUMMERCAMP »» 956.423.6006
Marine Military Academy »» A College-Prep Boarding School for Young Men in Grades 8-12 »» 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX 78550
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The Woodlands
Show Chorus

Women of all ages share passion for music
By Carrie Taylor

T

he Woodlands Show Chorus
has provided an outlet for
women to share their passion
for music through barbershop chorus
and quartet singing since 2011.
There are 77 women who sing in
the chorus—a charter member of
nonprofit Sweet Adelines International, which unites more than 25,000
women worldwide who participate in
choruses and quartets.
The idea to create a group in The
Woodlands was conceived in the wake
of a personal tragedy for Director
Betty Clipman while standing in her
kitchen with longtime friend and
fellow singer Sally Ison.
“Her husband had just passed away,
and I was with her the week after it
happened so she wouldn’t be alone,
and she had obviously been thinking,”
Ison said. “Sitting in the kitchen, she

said, ‘What do you think about creating ‘The Chorus of The Woodlands?’”
The pair jumped up and down in
excitement at the idea, Ison said, and
the chorus met for the first time in
summer 2011. Since its inception, the
group has won first place in its region
at competitions between fellow Sweet
Adelines groups. This fall, the women
will travel to Las Vegas to compete
against 31 other groups from around
the world for the international title.
Women of all ages and experience
levels are encouraged to join, Ison
said. The process begins by attending
any of the group’s weekly Monday
night rehearsals. From there, Clipman helps new prospects practice and
eventually audition.
“We wanted to start a chorus
where we could have a weekly night
of joy and music together and create

Courtesy The Woodlands Show Chorus

NONPROFIT

A charter member of Sweet Adelines International, The Woodlands Show Chorus performs several
times a year.

Upcoming performances

something the community would be
proud of,” Clipman said.
Aside from competing, the chorus
also performs once or twice a year in
The Woodlands and is available for
hire to perform at family, corporate
or charitable events. Members of the
chorus also receive ongoing singing
instruction so that they grow as individuals, Ison said. For her, Monday
night rehearsals are an opportunity to
spend time with 77 of her best friends.
“We have women from age 23 to 70
laughing and carrying on as if there’s
no age barrier,” Clipman said. “These
are women who, most of them, sang
in their glee clubs and choir, and this
is kind of like show choir. Keeping
the music in their lives is a constant
fulfillment [for me].”

• April 9-10—The Woodlands Waterway
Arts Festival, time TBD
• June 11—Oak Ridge North High School,
27330 Oak Ridge School Road, Conroe
$20 (adults), $15 (students), special group
rates available. 2 and 6 p.m.
• The show will also feature the No. 1
quartet from Sweet Adelines International,
The Speed of Sound.

The Woodlands Show Chorus
45

1488

PO Box 130578, The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandsshowchorus.org
7-10 p.m., Mondays (weekly practice)
Grace Crossing Church
105 FM 1488, The Woodlands

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING
WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Grooming • Cat Boarding • Pony Parties
Horseback Riding Lessons • Doggie Daycare
Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

10% OFF BOARDING
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

11105 Mahaffey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

Proudly serving
children and their families
since 2000.
Autism Services and Behavior Therapy
Communication

Socialization

Our Board Certiﬁed Behavior Analysts
(BCBA) develop an individualized program
for each child. We offer an array of services
such as in-clinic treatment, social skills
training, in-school shadowing programs,
parent trainings, and play groups.

Like us on Facebook to information on
Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Self-Help Skills

Academics and Behavior

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

Download Our FREE App for Up-To-Date
Information on Clainics, Events, Training, Etc.
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The Woodlands area offers
a number of camps for
children of all ages this
summer. Options range
from overnight camps to
academic camps to special
interest camps in specific
fields, offering something
for every child.

ACADEMIC

GENERAL CAMPS

CAMP INVENTION

iKIDS

Christ Church United Methodist
6363 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
800-968-4332
www.campinvention.org
AGES: first grade-sixth grade
DATES: July 18-July 22
COST: $245
The hands-on programs at Camp Invention are
designed to help students think like scientists.
Children develop questions, observe details,
collect information, form explanations and
apply their understanding
to the world around them.

DISCOVERY COLLEGE

Lone Star College-Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, Conroe
281-271-4500
www.lonestar.edu/discovery-college.htm
AGES: 6-14
DATES: June 13-30, July 11-14
COST: Weekly sessions start at $97
Discovery College at LSC-Montgomery
provides a fun college experience, giving
students and their families an introduction
to their local LSCS campus. Camps run
weekly Monday through Thursday. Discovery
College programs are STEM-focused and
are specifically designed to engage children
in key areas, such as science, technology,
engineering and math, to promote a learning
experience.

The Woodlands Recreation Center
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
www.ikidsinc.com
AGES: 3-12
DATES: July 5-28
COST: TBA
iKids Camp is a technology adventure of
theme-based curriculum for campers ages
3-12 that provides interactive fun and
hands-on learning. Every camp theme has
a technology focus plus creative activities,
academic enrichment and recreation time.

Lazy Acres

13913 Stagecoach Road, Magnolia
281-356-8152
www.lazyacresranch.com
AGES:
DATES: Camp begins June 6
COST: $75-$140
Lazy Acres is a Christian-based, summer day
camp. Day camp activities include daily swim
time, nature walks, Frisbee golf, train rides
and baking activities. Early registration begins
April 1 and is $50 per family.

PINEBROOK FARMS

611 Virgie Community, Magnolia
281-356-3441
AGES: 7-15
DATES: June 8-July 17
COST: $525-$850

Children who love horses and want to learn to
properly ride and care for horses are invited
to attend camp at Pinebrook Farms. Whether
they are beginners or advanced students,
campers will find that the instruction and
activities at the camp will challenge, improve
and enhance riding ability.

SEA CAMP

200 Seawolf Parkway, Galveston
409- 740-4525
www.tamug.edu/seacamp/SeaCamp
AGES: 14-18
DATES: June 6-Aug. 8
COST: $140-$160
Sea Camp was founded in 1986 and provides
residential, hands-on marine adventures
during the summer months. Sea Campus
Kids, a day camp, is also available for ages
6-11.

WONDER-SPACE TECH CAMP

The Woodlands Township Recreation Center,
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
877- 972-2671
www.wstechcamp.com
AGES: 8-16
DATES: June 6 -Aug. 8
COST: $799 (weekly)
Wonder-Space Tech Camp offers a variety
of courses. Campers can choose from
game design, media and graphics, and
engineering and programming courses. Lego
robotics, Minecraft 3-D game design and
Java programming are some of the projects
campers will take on.

THE WOODLANDS CHILDREN’S
MUSEUM

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-465-0955
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org
AGES: 4-8
DATES: June 6-Aug. 18
COST: $69-$154 (per week)
The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers
summer workshops where the curriculum is
age appropriate, developmentally sound and
fosters creative thinking. Workshops offered
for younger children include art, cultural
discovery, construction and science concepts.
Older children can select from pre-engineering
concepts, strategy and mechanical principles
with team-building collaboration.

OVERNIGHT
CAMPS
CAMP ALLEN
Camp Allen Conference and Retreat Center
18800 FM 362, Navasota
www.campallen.org/summercamp
AGES: third grade-12th grade
DATES: June 5-Aug. 11
COST: $594 (one week)
Located in Navasota, Camp Allen’s summer
camp is one of the largest summer camp
programs in the Episcopal Church. Each
summer, over 1,900 campers from across
Texas come to refocus and relax. Scholarships
for the camp are also available. Camp
activities include archery, horseback riding,

LEARN. PLAY. EXPLORE.
Camp at the South Montgomery County Family YMCA
YMCA Day Camp is a fun and happy place for your child to enjoy their summer break.
• Educational Enrichment

• Archery

Register today at ymcahouston.org.

• Field Trips • Nature Exploration
YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs
that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.
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canoeing, swimming, and arts and crafts.

CAMP BLESSING TEXAS

22152 Baptist Encampment Road, New Caney
281-259-5789
www.campblessing.com
AGES: 7 and older
DATES: June 9-Aug. 1
COST: TBA
Camp Blessing Texas is for children who
have a primary diagnosis of a physical or
intellectual disability. Camp Blessing Texas
also invites all siblings, ages 7-13, of their
campers to be a camper as well. Older siblings
(age 14+) have the opportunity to volunteer
at camp.

TEX AS

CAMP OLYMPIA

723 Olympia Drive, Trinity
936-594-2541
www.campolympia.com
AGES:
DATES: June 5-Aug. 13
COST: $3,380-$4,395
Days are filled with camp activities at Camp
Olympia where campers get to choose from
over 40 different daily activities ranging from
wakeboarding to golf to horseback riding.
When campers arrive at camp, they receive
their camp activity schedule, which contains
10 40-minute activity periods each day

FRONTIER CAMP

131 Frontier Camp Road, Grapeland
936-544-3206
www.frontiercamp.org

CAROLINA CREEK

84 Wimberly Lane, Huntsville
936-594-4446
www.carolinacreek.org
AGES: sixth grade-12th grade
DATES: May 29-Aug. 6
COST: $775 (weekly sessions)
Carolina Creek Christian Camps provides
a variety of sports and activities in an exciting
environment for kids in sixth through 12th
grades. Campers experience high-energy
activities, meaningful worship, small group
discipleship and opportunities to hang out
with college-age creek staff. For kids who
have completed K-fifth grades, they can also
participate in the Wild Camp, which is a camp
with animal-themed cabins, a water park and
a climbing jungle.

AGES: 7-17
DATES: May 29-July 30
COST: $725-$775
Frontier Camp is a Christian nondenominational co-ed summer camp offering
weeklong camp sessions for children and
teens. Located about two hours north
of Houston, the camp offers eight camp
weeks beginning the first week of June.
The camp features recreational fun, such as
wakeboarding, archery, a ropes course and
horseback riding.

LEADERSHIP CAMP TEXAS
Stoney Creek Ranch
1912 Zimmerscheidt Road, New Ulm
718-800-7523

Camp

FR ON TI ER CA M P

ALLIA NCE FENC ING ACAD EMY

AGES: fifth grade-eighth grade
DATES: July 2-July 8
COST: $600-$700
Leadership Camp Texas is a one-week
summer camp to help boys develop into
leaders among their peers through cabin
competitions, night games and Xtreme
Olympics. The camp’s schedule is designed
to motivate campers and serve others while
developing friendships.

SPORTS CAMPS
ALLIANCE FENCING ACADEMY

27326 Robinson Road, Ste 110,
Oak Ridge North
713-210-6655
www.alliance-fencing-academy.com/fencingcamps/

Courtesy Frontier

CA MP BLE
S S IN G

Courtesy Alliance Fencing Academy
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y Camp
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COST: $10 per day
High-energy camp experiences at Legends
Sports Complex focus on team building,
leadership skills, sports, fitness and fun.
Sports are played and enjoyed with a blend of
instruction, sportsmanship and competition.
Professionally trained camp counselors make
sure that every child has a safe and fun
summer camp experience. The sports complex
will have a summer camp open house April 17
from 1-4 p.m.

FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN
ATHLETES TEXAS MOTORCROSS
CAMP
Rio Bravo Motocross Park
11610 N. Lake Houston Parkway, Houston
www.fcacamps.org

LEGENDS SPORTS COMPLEX

AGES: 6 and older
DATES: July 25-28
COST: TBA
FCA Motocross Camp is a unique experience
of inspiration and perspiration. The camp
builds its curriculum, schedule and activities
from experience in ministry and motocross.
This camp is for girls and boys and for both
beginners and advanced riders. Camp officials
suggest some ride time on the bike, but do not
require the camper to have raced already.

AGES: 3-18
DATES: June 6-Aug. 28

This is not a comprehensive list. If your
business was not included, please email
wdlnews@communityimpact.com to be added
to our online list.

AGES: 6-14
DATES: June 6-10, July 11-15, Aug. 8-12
COST: $245 for a 5-day session or $60 daily
The camp is a reinforced environment in
which children can work with a large peer
group. Students are trained by instructor
Andrey Geva and his staff and learn about the
sport of competitive fencing.
602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands
281-298-5700
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com/summercamps

Information Meeting Dates
for 2016-2017 Enrollment Year
April 18, 6:30 pm / June 6, 6:30 pm

Information Meeting Dates
for 2016-2017 Enrollment Year

LEGACY PREPARATORY
Christian Academy

A Certified Accredited University-Model School©

9768 Research Forest • The Woodlands, TX • 936.337.2000

Sellers Pay Agents 6% To Market & Sell Their Luxury Homes,
But Few Agents Have Extraordinary Marketing; Compare SMARTePLANS
Top Agents Hire Us To Market Their Luxury Homes On & Off of MLS
If You’re Already
Paying 6% -Don’t You Want
THE BEST Marketing,
With The Shortest
Days On Market?
& 2 Patents?
(281) 419-4025

smarteplans.com

Over 12 Years -- $375 Million Dollars of Property Sold 21% Faster
Than the MLS Average – with 24% Selling ABOVE List Price
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FIELDING’S WOOD GRILL
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such as mimosas, bloody mary’s and
screwdrivers.
Cost: $3-$16
BLUE MUG CAFE
AMERICAS

21 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
281-367-1492
www.americasrestaurant.com
Sun. 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Brunch at Americas includes both hot
and cold dishes, such as made to order
omelets and French toast ‘torrejas,’ as
well as smoked salmon and caprese
salad. Desserts include rice pudding
‘arroz con leche’ and delirio de chocolate.
Cost: $35.95 per person
ANOTHER BROKEN EGG CAFE

19075 I-45 N., Ste. 102, Shenandoah
936-273-2011
www.anotherbrokenegg.com
Mon.-Sun. 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
Another Broken Egg Cafe has a wide
menu of breakfast and brunch items that
include omelets, signature Benedicts and
scrambled skillets. Drinks include coffee,
iced and hot teas, and alcoholic drinks,

30420 FM 1488, The Woodlands
281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com
Mon.-Thu.10 a.m. -8 p.m.,
Fri. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sun. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Blue Mug Cafe offers breakfast and
brunch that includes buttermilk
pancakes, Sante Fe eggs and bruleed
French toast. Drinks include a variety of
coffee choices, along with hot tea and
hot chocolate.
Cost: $5.95-$10.95
THE EGG AND I

1620 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 100,
The Woodlands
281-419-8333
www.theeggandirestaurants.com
Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Sat. 6 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Sun. 7 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

HUBBELL & HUDSON BISTRO

NICK’S FISH DIVE AND OYSTER BAR

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
281-203-5641
www.hubbelandhuson.com/bistro
Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Sun. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 105,
The Woodlands
281-419-8885
www.nicksfishdive.com
Sat.-Sun. 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Hubbell and Hudson Bistro offers brunch
on weekends, which includes appetizers
such as a shrimp cocktail and a cheese
and charcuterie board, signature egg
dishes that include duck confit and
Angus sirloin, and pancake options.
Cost: $5-$24

Nick’s Fish Dive and
Oyster Bar serves
seafood
brunch
items
like
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CRU FOOD AND WINE BAR

9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 650,
The Woodlands
281-465-9463
www.cruawinebar.com
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
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Brunch options at Fielding’s Wood Grill
include classic selections, such as
French toast and eggs Benedict as well
as various skillet dishes, such as migas
and shrimp and grits. The cocktail list
features bloody marys, mimosas and
spiked coffees.
Cost: $5-$16
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Brunch at The Egg and I features sweet
menu options, such as the strawberry
banana waffle and apple cinnamon
pancakes as well as a variety of benedict
dishes and specialty omelets. Premium
coffee is available alongside specialty
drinks and classic beverages.
Cost: $7.49-$10.79
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1699 Research Forest Drive, Shenandoah
832-616-3275
www.fieldingswoodgrill.com
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
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A number of restaurants in The Woodlands
offer breakfast and brunch menus with
options for diners who want an old favorite
or something new.

Cru Food and Wine Bar features brunch
on weekends that includes goat cheese
beignets, crab cake Benedict and steak
and eggs. Drinks include mimosas,
French press coffee and San Pellegrino.
Cost: $5-$13

A New Way
Move
Your Life
Upgrade
YourtoMove
Experience
Relocation Concierge Services
Pre-move
organization,
Secure
Trusted
Mover
&
Pre-move
Organization,
Secure
a Trusted
Mover,
Manage
the Move,
Unpack
& Organize
Manage
the Move,
Unpack
& Organize
PrevuMove.com
281-205-7956
Prévu is the residential division of
Move Resource Group, LLC
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Cost: $7-$32

Eggs Hemingway with smoked salmon,
sautéed spinach, poached eggs and
hollandaise sauce, served with Nick’s
breakfast potatoes or mixed fruit. Other
options include the “Hang Over” Po Boy;
oyster, bacon and green onion omelets;
and eggs creole.
Cost: $7.50-$14
BLACK WALNUT CAFE

The Egg and I
LOCAL POUR

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.,
The Woodlands
281-419-7687
www.localpourhouston.com/
thewoodlands
Everyday 11 a.m-3 p.m.
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9595 Six Pines Drive,
The Woodlands
281-298-6600
www.jaspersthewoodlands.com
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m-3 p.m.
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Local Pour brunch items include chicken
and waffles, cinnamon rolls with vanilla
cream and chocolate sauce, crab cake
benedict and a BLT with over easy
eggs. Drink options include handcrafted
cocktails, an extensive draft beer list and
various bottled beer.
Cost: $5-$15

Courte

The Cheese Course features various
croissant, bagel and breakfast sandwich
options for brunch, such as the Cajun
smoked ham croissant, smoked north
Atlantic salmon bagel and scrambled
eggs and bacon sandwich. Additional
items include French toast, breakfast
platters and fruit salad.
Cost: $4.19-$12.59
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1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 110, The
Woodlands
832-246-8884
www.thecheesecourse.com
Daily 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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THE CHEESE COURSE
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At Bar Louie, brunch cocktails include
handcrafted strawberry peach bellinis
and “ultimate” mimosas, bloody Louies
and bloody marias. Entree options
include breakfast nachos, peanut butter
and jelly pancakes, and build-you-own
omelettes.
Cost: $5.95-$9.95

A bigail Loop/C
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CRU

24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 175R,
The Woodlands
281-719-1900
www.barlouie.com/locations/Woodlands
Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
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The Black Walnut Cafe offers separate
breakfast and lunch menus for
patrons. The breakfast menu includes
omelets, eggs Benedict, breakfast
burritos, kolaches and pasta. The lunch
menu features soups, salads,
sandwiches, tacos and
comfort foods.
Cost: $2.25$16.50

BAR LOUIE

C o u r te s y C R

9000 New Trails Drive, The Woodlands
281-362-1678
www.blackwalnutcafe.com/locations/
houston-locations/the-woodlands/
Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-11 a.m.,
Sat.-Sun. 6:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Brunch features French toast, crabcake
benedict and shrimp and grits. Other
options include cast iron sides, woodfired breads and salads.

Unique

• Furniture
• Home Decor
• Antiques
Locally Owned & Operated Since 2005
5200 Louetta Road, Ste. 138
Spring, Texas 77379
281-370-4447
www.StillGoode.com

OPEN DAILY!
MONDAY - THURSDAY 10AM TO 6PM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 10AM TO 5PM
SUNDAY 1PM TO 5PM
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HISTORY

SPRING

Community was known as the
‘moonshine capital of Harris County’
By Matt Stephens

S

hoppers traversing the eclectic
shops in Old Town Spring today
might be surprised to know that
nearly a century ago, the same community was considered the go-to source of
moonshine and homebrewed liquor in
the nation’s brief era of Prohibition.
The 18th Amendment was ratified
Jan. 29, 1919, shortly after the end of
World War I, making the manufacture
or sale of alcohol illegal a year later,
according to information obtained
from the History Channel’s website.
Although the bill would be repealed
in 1933 by the 21st Amendment, the
implications of the 13-year period in the
nation’s history were widespread even in
the small railroad town of Spring, Texas.

of cash by evening’s end.
“Those who gathered for the occasion
acted just like the world was coming to
an end as they tried to consume every
last drop of liquor that was available,”
former Wunsche Bros. employee Jesse
Robinson recalled to Smith in her book.
“The crowd acted like a funeral had just
concluded when the clock struck [midnight]—ending an era.”
History of moonshine
Making alcohol may have been illegal
during Prohibition, but people from all
over the region could still find liquor in
Spring if they knew where to look.
“Bootleg whiskey or homebrew
was not a new thing in Spring when
Prohibition occurred,” she said. “The
farmers who lived out on Spring Creek
and Cypress Creek—where there were
lots of trees, water and things that
would be helpful—made their own
homebrew. The German farmers who
lived out on the Klein prairie, many
of them made their own wine because
they were from the old country and
knew how to grow the vines.”
Smith said there was likely an
uptick in bootlegging when Prohibition was enacted, and the town earned
a reputation as the moonshine capital
of Harris County.
Longtime Spring resident John Robinson recalled in knowing as many as
35 bootleggers in the community at
one time in Smith’s book. Robinson
told Smith he remembered a man who
would take the Fort Worth train every
day with a coat full of bottles.
“[He] would come out of his house
all bulged out and go over and crawl
up on the engine of the train and he’d
unload his bottles,” Robinson said in

Last night of legal liquor
The night before prohibition
enforcement began was memorable
for longtime Spring saloon Wunsche Bros., said Margaret Mallott
Smith, author of “Spring Through
the Seasons: Stories of a Texas Town.”
The business may have been the last
open saloon in all of Harris County
as the law was implemented sooner at
saloons closer to military bases.
“Camp Logan was close to all the
saloons in Houston so Wunsche
Bros. could stay open a little later,
and people—in order to get their last
drink—came out to Wunsche Bros,”
she said. “People thought they were
getting their last drink so they bought
a lot and they drank a lot.”
Smith said one young man recalled
working as a bartender at Wunsche
Bros. and taking money as fast as he
could fill his pockets. He put the pocketfuls of money on a desk in the back
room, which was covered by a mound

Courtesy “Spring Through the Seasons: Stories of a Texas Town”

Prohibition in Spring

Wunsche Bros. was the last Harris County saloon to sell liquor the day before Prohibition was enacted.

the book. “And then when he got off,
he’d be back down to normal.”
The community attracted people
from all over Harris County and
from southern parts of Montgomery
County looking for liquor, Smith said.
One home in particular—now known
as the Wilson Mallott House—was
famous for hosting gatherings with
moonshine made by homeowner
Frances Wunsche Wilson.
“By all accounts, the house became
a bootlegger’s haven,” Smith said. “The
parlor held raucous parties attended by
townspeople and guests from Houston.
A neighbor said the revelry sounded
like the house was coming down.”
A bad name
Smith said the Spring community,
once abuzz with railroad business,
began to decline steadily during the
Prohibition era. She said the moving
of Spring’s roundhouse to Houston
in 1923 was the biggest reason for the
town’s decline as the town no longer
brought in money from railroad traffic.
However, she said Spring earned a
black eye during Prohibition. Already
known for its lawlessness, the city’s reputation for moonshining did not help.
“Spring was like any other town,” she
said. “It had its churches and schools
and had its bank and all of the things
that make it a nice little town, but it

was besmirched by that idea that there
was a lot of lawlessness in the area.”
Smith said bootlegging was still
a way for Spring residents to make
money during Prohibition and
through the Great Depression, which
began in the latter stages of Prohibition in 1929. Not even Spring officials,
such as Justice of the Peace Charles
Holzwarth, were keen on preventing
bootlegging during the time period.
“While he was justice of the peace
in Spring, Charles knew who was
bootlegging during Prohibition,” said
Holzwarth’s biographer in Smith’s
book. “Whenever he heard that the
government men were coming to
town, he would pass the word around,
‘Boys, you better move it!’”
Smith said bootlegging continued
in Spring until the 1950s, and was still
an illegal practice even after Prohibition was repealed. One well-known
bootlegger would often buy sugar for
his moonshine at the grocery store
run by Smith’s father, Bill Mallott,
that was located on Main Street.
“This gentlemen was arrested
several times and sent to Leavenworth
[prison], and I think the standard
time there for making whiskey was a
year,” she said. “So in a year he’d be
back, and in a couple of months at my
dad’s getting his sugar so he could
make his [moonshine].”

Source: Public Broadcasting Service/Community Impact Newspaper

Illegalizing
liquor

1918

Nov. 11, 1918

Oct. 28, 1919

October 1929

World War I ends

The National Prohibition
Act passes, providing the
enforcement for Prohibition

The stock market crashes,
signaling the beginning of the
Great Depression

1919

1923

1929

1933

Jan. 16, 1919

1923

Dec. 5, 1933

Congress ratified the 18th
amendment, making illegal the
sale and manufacturing of alcohol

Spring’s railroad roundhouse
moves to Houston

The 21st amendment
passes, repealing
Prohibition
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CORRIDOR

30420 FM 2978, The Woodlands
The Colonnade Shopping Center at the intersection
of Woodlands Parkway and FM 2978 hosts various
businesses, ranging from Blue Mug Cafe and Dark
Side of the Spoon to School of Rock and LHPAC
Dance Academy.

2978

Woodlands Park w
a

y

Compiled by Beth Marshall

Spotlight

Spotlight

Miller’s Black Belt Academy
When master John Miller retired
in late 2009, his student, Sharon
Zarruk, was happy to keep Miller’s
Black Belt Academy open.
Hosting classes for students ages
3 and older, Miller’s is a familyoriented martial arts center. They
offer separate classes for children
and adults, including self-defense
classes.
“We’re family-owned,” Sharon
said. “We like to be able to say that
we know all our families and kids.”
Martial arts has always been
Instructor Stephen Zarruk does a blocking
a family affair for the Zarruks.
pose at Miller’s Black Belt Academy.
Sharon’s husband practiced martial
Ste. 380, The Woodlands
arts before they met, and their sons,
281-292-7177
Chris and Stephen, ended up taking
www.mastermiller.com/SocialSite/thean interest as well.
woodlands-martial-arts
“We were [basically] living at
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 4-8 p.m., Sat. 10
the karate school anyway, so that’s
a.m.-noon
when I decided to try it,” Sharon
said. “I fell in love with it, and now
we run a school together.”
thing—to treat each other with
Sharon and Chris are both
respect all the time. But, we still have
fourth-degree black belts and are
fun.”
certified masters. They also take
This spring, Miller’s Black Belt
lessons from Master Miller occaAcademy will begin offering mixed
sionally to keep their skills sharp.
martial arts classes, and the academy
“We say martial arts is about
will participate in its first competirespect,” Sharon said. “That’s our
tion in April.
Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

J. Thompson Salons
J. Thompson Salons was founded on
a dedicated commitment to launching successful careers in the beauty
industry. Since 2011, owners Jennifer
and Brett Thompson have brought
this ideology to their location in The
Woodlands.
“I learned that if I was going to
make this happen, it didn’t happen
overnight and it was going to be
something I was going to have to work
really hard at,” Jennifer said.
The salon employs 12 stylists and
features 16 styling stations as well as
a hair-washing room designed for
maximum relaxation.
“Jennifer wanted to create a pathway
to make it a little easier for hairdressers to not have to work quite as hard
as she did so we could grow them into
successful hair dressers,” Brett said.
Jennifer said J. Thompson hairdressers are trained to encourage
their clients to be open and honest
about how satisfied they are with the
outcome of their new hairstyle.
“We teach the [stylists]: Don’t be
attached to the emotion from the
client,” she said. “The client just wants
a good service. So many people won’t
complain because [they] don’t want to

Beth Marshall/Community Impact Newspaper

The Colonnade Shopping Center

Jennifer and Brett Thompson own and operate J. Thompson Salons of The Woodlands.
Ste. 500, The Woodlands
832-585-0444
www.jthompsonsalons.com
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m.,
Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

hurt the stylist’s feelings.”
The owners and hairdressers take
cutting, styling and coloring hair to
another level by making teamwork
and customer service a top priority.
“We guarantee services,” Brett said.
“Not a lot of salons do that. If a client’s
not happy with what they’re getting,
then we’re not charging them for it.”

Additional business in the Collonade Shopping Center:
Arts & athletic training

http://locations.schoolofrock.com/
thewoodlands

LHPAC Dance Company

Ste. 180, The Woodlands
281-419-1465
www.lhpac.com
Maximum Athletic CenterGymnastics

Ste. 200, The Woodlands
281-419-3547
www.maximumwoodlands.net
School of Rock

Ste. 440, The Woodlands
832-585-0442

Health care
Bear Branch Family Dentistry

Ste. 350, The Woodlands
281-419-2327
www.bearbranchdental.com

Restaurants
Blue Mug Cafe

Ste. 400, The Woodlands
281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com

Dark Side of the Spoon

Ste. 430, The Woodlands
281-465-9166
www.dsots.com
Hummingbird Tearoom and Bakery

Ste. 130, The Woodlands
281-419-8362
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com
Sapporo Japanese Bistro
Sushi & Bar

Ste. 300, The Woodlands
281-789-4445
www.sapporohouston.com

Services
Bear Branch Animal Hospital

Ste. 100, The Woodlands
281-292-5000
bearbranchanimalhospital.com
The Wall Event Hall

Ste. 480, The Woodlands
281-465-9166
www.thewalleventhall.com
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“You have a great
publication. I enjoy
reading it in print,
from cover to cover
every month.
It provides a great
service. Keep up
the good work.”
– Joan C., Cy-Fair
edition reader

How are we doing? We want to hear from you!

feedback@communityimpact.com

YOU’RE INVITED TO A NIGHT OF CONVERSATION ...
Thursday, March 31, 2016 • 6:30 p.m. • Lowman Student Center Ballroom • Huntsville, TX

LET’S TALK!

Rialto Beach Seastacks photo copyright © 2015 Mark Burns

The National Parks Photogr aphy Project
1916 - Celebr ating the Centennial - 2016

Sam Houston State University

Photo of Mark Bruns © Craig Robbins

shsu.edu/letstalk • 936.294.4061 • letstalk@shsu.edu

Mark Burns,
Photographer ,
The National Parks
Photography Project
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Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

TOP STORIES

Economic inequality challenges cities
CONROE Ongoing development
and the presence of major employers are expected to help sustain
the continued growth of economic
prosperity in Montgomery County
for years to come. However, despite
the region’s economic advantages, the
county is grappling with a large need
for services to help the
12.3 percent of the population that is
living below the federal poverty level,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
Stark differences in the needs of
residents among the cities of Conroe, Montgomery and Willis have
led the cities, local school districts
and nonprofit agencies to address
a variety of needs within each city.
“The challenge is that we have
pockets of poverty just like a metropolitan city,” said Julie Adcock,
Montgomery County United Way
vice president of marketing. “The
issue really is that we have so much

rural area, and that area gets forgotten because people don’t see it in their
everyday lives.”
Residents of Conroe represent a
wide range of income levels. The average family income may be more than
$73,000, but 20.4 percent of Conroe
residents are classified as living in
poverty, according to the census.
To help those residents, local nonprofit agencies have increased collaborative efforts to offer transportation,
case management, food, clothing and
resources throughout the area, said
Chad Patterson, Crisis Assistance
Center executive director.
“Historically, there has been a
tendency for nonprofits working very
independently versus locking arms
together,” Patterson said. “I have
sensed a real change in that, especially over the last year.”
In fall 2014, CAC implemented
Hand Up, a program that encourages

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

W e i g h i n g W e a lt h
The cities of Conroe, Montgomery and Willis have distinct economic demographics
within their communities.

Average
family
income

Conroe

Montgomery

$73,228

$90,455 $43,508

Conroe

Montgomery

Willis

12,107

663

1,236

Families living
below Federal
poverty level

Conroe

Willis

residents
living below
Federal
poverty level

Montgomery

Willis

17% 12% 20%

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 statistics, Conroe ISD, Montgomery ISD, Willis ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

self-sufficiency among
low-income residents through job
training, financial management
and comprehensive case management. The program was launched in

collaboration with numerous partners, including the MCUW, First
United Methodist Church and Workforce Solutions.
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging
Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are
covered by insurance, and you could be back
to work as soon as the next day!

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings
March 16!

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

FREE Screenings
March 15!

Pasadena
281-241-1777

LoneStarVeinCenter.com
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Restaurants

From 2010 to 2014, Woodlands-area restaurants have contributed about $1.8 billion
in sales taxes to the state and township. Sales tax contributions are from restaurants
located in the 77380, 77381,77382, 77384, 77385, 77386 and 77389 ZIP codes.

This year, more visitors are expected
to come to the The Woodlands community to take advantage of two new
hotels and the completion of Restaurant Row at Hughes Landing. The net
effect, however, may result in a rise of
population and possible mobility challenges.
“The Woodlands is a niche market
for headquarters of corporations,” said
Laura Lee Palmer, vice president of
business retention and expansion for
The Woodlands Economic Development Partnership. “We’re a workforce
destination, and all employees are
going to continue going to all of these
new dining establishments and hotels.”
Between 2010-14, Woodlands-area
restaurants contributed $1.8 billion in
sales taxes to the state and the township, according to the Texas comptroller of public accounts.
Along with the restaurant industry’s
contribution to The Woodlands’ economy, Howard Hughes Corporation
officials said hotel occupancy tax in
The Woodlands, which is at 15 percent,
is also positively affecting the community and will do so even more with two
new hotels.
Embassy Suites by Hilton The
Woodlands opened earlier this year in
Hughes Landing. Another new hotel,

Direct:

Workforce effects
There is more than 11 million square
feet of hospitality amenities—dining,
entertainment and hotels—in The

SALES TAX REVENUE
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Hospitality

The Westin The Woodlands, will have
a grand opening in mid-March on The
Waterway. Development officials said
both of these new developments are
expected to meet demand from the
increased number of business travelers
and visitors to The Woodlands.
In addition, six new eateries opened
on Restaurant Row at Hughes Landing
in the past year, including The Blue Fish,
Local Pour, Fogo de Chao, Escalante’s,
Del Frisco’s Grille and California Pizza
Kitchen. Truluck’s is also set to open this
spring, which will complete the development.

Sales Tax Revenure by the Millions

Several new hotels and restaurants are under construction and opening this year in The
Woodlands area as hotel occupancy tax and sales tax collections continue to increase.

$371.4 MILLION

ality on the Rise

$341 MILLION

H o s pi t

MAKING MONEY

2010

2011

2012

2013

*2014-$234.7 million (sales tax contributions for 2014 were only available for the first
tow quarters of the year)
Source: Source: Texas Comptroller/Community Impact Newspaper

“There are towns in Texas the size
of the Woodlands that haven’t grown
in 20 years,” Wolda said. “It’s about
economic viability within The Woodlands as a regional attraction. We are an
influence that is also going further than
regional—it’s also on a national and
international scale.”
Wolda said The Woodlands’ influence

“THIS IS GOING TO BRING IN HUNDREDS OF
ADDITIONAL WORKERS. IT WILL HELP
WOODLANDS RESIDENTS FIND A GREAT
HOSPITALITY JOB.”
—Paul Layne, executive vice president of master-planned communities for
the Howard Hughes Corporation

Woodlands, according to The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau.
CVB President Nick Wolda said the
amount of available square feet is significant for a community with a population like that of The Woodlands.

has gone beyond the walls of the community. This is mainly due to the fact
that the workforce population is increasing the demand for hotels and restaurants, due to the major corporations that
call The Woodlands home.

“If you talk to residents who lived
here 30 years ago, they will tell you of
the lack of availability The Woodlands
had,” he said. “First the residents came,
then the community came and then the
corporations came.”
The Woodlands is also expected to add
more jobs to the area with the two new
hotels being developed and an additional
$75 million renovation to The Woodlands Resort and Conference Center.
Greg Parsons, vice president of hospitality for the Howard Hughes Corporation, oversees The Woodlands Resort
& Conference Center, Embassy Suites
in Hughes Landing and The Westin The
Woodlands.
“We added 100 employees at Embassy
Suites, 200 employees at The Westin and
increased staffing by 20 people at Robard’s
Steakhouse at the resort,” Parsons said.
Paul Layne, executive vice president
of master-planned communities for the
Howard Hughes Corporation, said the
new hotels and restaurants are expected

Visit
market
reports
on our
website

713-256-4998

INVENTORY IS UP 26%
AND SALES ARE OFF 10% FROM 2015

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors
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THE
WOODLANDS hotel tax collections
The Woodlands Township current hotel occupancy tax rate of 15 percent is levied on room night
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to bring in many more jobs as well.
“This is going to bring in hundreds
of additional workers,” Layne said. “It
will help Woodlands residents find a
great hospitality job.”
The population increase in The
Woodlands along with the number of
increasing jobs is also a positive factor
for surrounding areas like Shenandoah.
Shenandoah city administrator Greg
Smith said two new hotels are opening
in the city this year: Holiday Inn and
Home 2 Suites. In addition, three hotels
are due to start construction in Shenandoah in 2016.
“The increase in hotel count in the
whole area is because of the much
larger destination for work and leisure,”
Smith said. “Our room counts are high
enough now for the room rates to get
more competitive.”
A larger population and increased
competitiveness in The Woodlands
also affects both local and chain-owned
restaurants, according to officials from
the Greater Montgomery County
Restaurant Association.
“There has been great growth in
the restaurant industry in The Woodlands,” said Crystal Tamillo, future
president of the Greater Montgomery County Restaurant Association.
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“Before, the restaurant scene here
had been the same. But in the past
36 months, we’ve seen both local and
chain establishments grow, and we’re
still in a great position to prosper.”
Mobility challenges
With The Woodlands in a position to
grow, the community also faces the dual
concerns of traffic congestion and less
parking availability in the area.
Bruce Cunningham, former president of the Grogan’s Mill Village Association, said although it is nice to be
close to so many new restaurants in
the area, the new developments have
brought on a surge of traffic in the Grogan’s Mill area.
“For residents in Grogan’s Mill it
has created substantial traffic,” Cunningham said. “The county thoroughfare plan would help alleviate it [by]
expanding Woodlands Parkway and
Grogan’s Mill. But 25 years ago, we
thought nothing here would be taller
than the trees. Now there are things
bigger than the redwoods.”
Alex Sutton, co-president of The
Woodlands Development Company,
said although he does not think traffic in The Woodlands will be affected
at peak times of the day by the new

Renovation

•

Pool

•

FHA

•

developments, parking could still
be improved in certain parts of The
Woodlands.
“It would be good to have more parking available in Town Center,” he said.
“Hotels are going to need parking and
so are restaurants.”
Rip Reynolds, vice president of leasing and commercial land for the Howard Hughes Corporation, said when
growth comes, mobility will tend to be
a problem, but the Development Company still tries to plan accordingly.
“At the end of the day, The Woodlands is a master-planned community
that is also a business district,” he said.
“We want to attract residents and have
[businesses] establish a presence.”
The Woodlands is now coming to a
close with hotel and major restaurant
development and will focus on smaller
developments in the area, Layne said.
“There are no more hotels planned
for The Woodlands since the demand is
handled for the foreseeable future,” he
said. “As the demand is there we’ll be
focusing on smaller retail developments
in other areas of The Woodlands.”

Construction

For more information visit
communityimpact.com

•

Bond

•

The Woodlands Resort
& Conference Center

675

Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion

550

Woodlands Waterway
Marriot Hotel &
Convention Center

265

The Westin
The Woodlands
Embassy Suites by
Hilton The Woodlands

employees

employees

employees

200
employees

100

employees

Hyatt Market Street,
The Woodlands

60

Hyatt Place,
Research Forest Drive

44

Hilton Garden Inn,
Six Pines Drive

40

employees

employees

employees

Hospitality and entertainment
jobs make up

5 percent

of jobs available in
The Woodlands.
Source: The Woodlands Economic Development Corporation/
Community Impact Newspaper

Manufactured
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Relocation

PrimeLendingHouston.com
888-PRIME-07
All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. Mortgage financing provided by PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company. Equal Housing Lender. © 2016 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital
Company. PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (NMLS: 13649) is a wholly owned subsidiar y of a state-chartered bank and is an exempt lender in TX. V121013.
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SENIOR LIFEST Y LE COMMUNITIES
are designed to delight our residents &
their family members. Our dedicated
team of professionals deliver the highest
standards of service and care.

CALL 281-528-1315 FOR A TOUR.
MOVE IN BY 3/31/2016 TO
RECEIVE $1000 OFF
COMMUNITY FEE!

INDEPENDENT LI V ING | ASSISTED LI V ING
MEMORY CA RE
2323 L A KE ROBBINS DRI V E
THE WOODL A NDS, TX 77380 | A L # 104849
W W W.SENIORLIFEST Y LE.COM

REFRES H and reboot at
THE VILLAGE AT THE
WOODLANDS WATERWAY

%
3.25 APR
1

No line maximum.*

HOME EQUITY
LINE OF CREDIT

Learn more about our home financing
solutions at: www.mercantilcb.com/dream

%
3.85 APR

2

HOME EQUITY LOAN
10 YEAR FIXED RATE

Time to dream
and make it happen
With our Home Equity products you are one step
closer to make your dreams happen.
Get cash for what really matters, home
improvement, debt consolidation and more.
Go from where you are to where you want to be
with our Home Equity products.

Ann Margaret Herrmann

Vice President, Sales and Service Manager
NMLS ID # 661089

Limited time offer.
Woodlands Banking Center
1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX 77380
(281) 520-3002

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world
HELOC: The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be a variable rate. You may draw on the line for 10 years where your minimum monthly payment will be accrued interest only. Texas HELOCs require a minimum
advance amount of $4,000; a minimum line amount of $4,000. Repayment period of principal and interest begins year 11 through 20. During the draw and repayment periods, the APR will be based on the Prime
Rate published in the Wall Street Journal (3.50% as of 01/08/2016, subject to change) plus Bank margin. The APR for the 10/10 HELOC is calculated as follows: Prime minus 0.25%. The maximum APR that will
apply is 18.0%. 10/10 HELOC at Prime minus 0.25% is only available for primary homes and cannot be used to purchase property. Only primary homes including one- to four-family dwellings, condominiums and
attached and detached planned unit developments that are homesteaded properties are eligible. The 10/10 HELOC is secured by a lien on your primary residence. The promotional rate is not available for second
homes. Hazard, liability and windstorm insurance is required; flood insurance may be required. The maximum Loan to Value (LTV) or Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) accepted is 80%. Based on borrower’s
credit score, maximum LTV or CLTV may be lower. LTV or CLTV for a home equity is determined by a third party appraisal. Texas Homestead Properties are limited to an 80% CLTV. Bank will accept lower of
80% CLTV or 50% of fair market value for HELOC, whichever is less. Bank absorbs closing costs for lines up to $250,000, except for prepaid interest and insurance premiums, if applicable. For lines over $250,000
up to $1,000,000, Bank gives the borrower a lender credit of $500 (When fees apply, they may not exceed 3% of the line amount). For lines over $250,000 up to $1,000,000, closing costs range from $1,000 to
$15,000. Consult your tax advisor concerning interest deductibility. Other programs available. Offer only applies to new 10/10 HELOC credit requests made by United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid
U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Offer not available for existing Mercantil Commercebank HELOC customers. To take advantage of this offer, the application must be submitted by 4/29/2016. Subject to credit approval
and program requirements. For more information, refer to “What You Should Know About Home Equity Lines of Credit,” a consumer information booklet prepared by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.
* For loans over $1,000,000 Mercantil Commercebank must also hold the first mortgage on the property when the HELOC is in second position.
2
HELOAN: The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be a fixed rate based on the published prime rate in the Wall Street Journal (3.50% as of 1/08/2016) plus a 0.35% Bank margin. Bank margin applied is based
on a 10 year fixed rate term for the life of the loan. Monthly payments include principal and interest. For example, assuming a $75,000 loan with a 3.85% APR, borrower will be make 120 payments of approximately
$754, excluding insurance and taxes. Your actual payment may be higher. The 10 YR HELOAN promotion is only available for primary homes and cannot be used to purchase property. The 10 YR HELOAN is
secured by a lien on your primary residence. The promotional rate is not available for second homes. Hazard, liability, and windstorm insurance is required; flood insurance may be required. Escrow for taxes and
insurances are required when Mercantil Commercebank is in first lien position. Only primary homes including one- to four-family dwellings, condominiums and attached and detached planned unit developments
that are homesteaded properties are eligible. The maximum Loan to Value (LTV) or Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) accepted is 80%. Based on borrower’s credit score, maximum LTV or CLTV may be lower.
LTV or CLTV for a home equity loan is determined by a third party appraisal. Maximum loan amount to receive the promotional rate is $100,000, otherwise standard Mercantil Commercebank rates will apply.
Texas Homestead Properties are limited to an 80% CLTV. Bank absorbs closing costs for loans up to $250,000, except for prepaid interest and insurance premiums, if applicable. For loans over $250,000, Bank
Member gives the borrower a lender credit of $500 (When fees apply, they may not exceed 3% of the loan amount). Consult your tax advisor concerning interest deductibility. Other programs available. Offer only applies
to new 10 YR HELOAN credit requests made by United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Offer not available for existing Mercantil Commercebank HELOAN
customers. To take advantage of this offer, the application must be submitted by 4/29/2016. Subject to credit approval and program requirements.
1
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Multifamily
Continued from | 1

lost jobs in the oil and gas industry, there
still are not enough new jobs to sustain
the boon in apartment construction.
“The apartment industry has overbuilt,” Jankowski said. “They recognized the market signals too late. No
one should start a new apartment complex for another year.”
Multifamily market woes
In and around The Woodlands area,
new apartment complexes are facing
leasing challenges while some multifamily projects are being postponed
until the market trends upward again.
The Woodlands Development Company announced in February plans to
halt development on Treviso at Waterway Square, a condominium high-rise
project planned for Town Center.
“We’ve talked about it since 2006 and
brought it to the market and, of course,
we all know what’s happened to the
market in the last couple of months,”
said Alex Sutton, co-president of the
Development Company. “We put pause
on that. We haven’t given up and we
haven’t stopped, but we are taking it
off the market right now. We’ll bring it
back as soon as things clear up.”
Apartment complexes are divided
into two classes: stable—in operation
more than 13 months—and lease-up—
in operation less than 13 months. Of
the 61 apartment complexes in The
Woodlands/Conroe South submarket,
five are considered lease-up. There are
at least seven upcoming complexes
around the border of The Woodlands
that will open this year, according to
Apartment Data Services.
“These [complexes] have been popping up because of the need in the market and knowing that the multifamily
developments within the boundaries
of The Woodlands are being developed
by The Woodlands Development Company,” said Gil Staley, CEO of The
Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership. “Now we’re in a
downturn in oil and gas, which could
ultimately impact multifamily.”
Watermark at Harmony, a new luxury apartment complex near Rayford
and Riley Fuzzel roads, is 53 percent
leased after opening its first building
last spring, Business Manager Leslie
King said.
“There are a lot of new communities
in The Woodlands area that are very
similar in regard to the type of property
and amenities that we all offer,” she said.
“It’s a saturated market here. With oil
prices being what they are, concessions

have increased. I haven’t seen concessions like this in years.”
King said leasing for apartments
typically picks up in March and slows
down in August before the start of a
new school year, meaning complexes
have to market the properties and close
new prospects during that time frame.
“Our marketing dollars are a lot every
month, but that’s to be expected when
you’re a new construction lease-up,”
she said. “I do think the Grand Parkway will help us because everybody will
want to live by it since you can jump on
and get anywhere in 10 minutes.”
Attracting renters
With many new complexes on the
horizon and less demand for those
vacant apartments, many developers
may resort to different tactics to attract
renters, Jankowski said.
Complexes seeking to attract renters will likely offer concessions, such
as one to two months free rent for a
12-month lease and not having to pay
a security deposit.
“You should really be able to get a
good deal on an apartment in the next
two years,” Jankowski said. “When [a
potential renter] walks into the rental
office, they just need to say, ‘What kind
of deal can you give me?’ If they say
nothing, I’d advise [renters] to turn
around and walk out.”
King said concessions can change
daily or weekly but said at least a month
of free rent is being given away on
13-month leases at her complex.
“It could be a month of free rent, or it
could be a prepaid amount [off] that the
owner approved that week,” she said.
Cyrus Bahrami, a managing partner with Alliance Residential Houston, spoke at the Houston Apartment
Association’s annual luncheon Jan. 26
and said despite the new complexes,
developers could take advantage of the
situation.
“Let’s not overreact,” he said. “I like
our chances with the number of millennials flowing to Houston.”
Bahrami, 35, said despite the slowdown in the economy and job growth,
the millennial generation has a desire
to live in apartments, not single-family
homes.
“I think the American dream has
been pushed out for my generation,”
Bahrami said. “Millennials are a big
part of this—they’re apartment-driven.”
The opening of two new hospitals in
The Woodlands by the second quarter of 2017—Houston Methodist The
Woodlands Hospital and Texas Children’s Hospital—will bring 1,200 new
jobs to the area.

A PA R T M E N T
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Apartment Data Services LLC tracks the number of new complexes and units across
the nation. The industry classifies its data into numbers of complexes, units, average
size and monthly rent.
Woodlands/Conroe South area
THE WOODLANDS/ The
includes complexes from Todd Mission
east to Grangerland and Spring.
CONROE SOUTH
Total apartment
complexes/communities

Total operating units/
apartments

Average monthly
rental cost

59

16,804

$1,131

Occupancy rate

DEC. 2014

KATY

JAN. 2016

86%

90%

The Katy area includes Cinco Ranch and the Waterside area,
south of FM 1093.

Total apartment
complexes/communities

Total operating units/
apartments

Average monthly
rental cost

80

22,311

$1,143

Occupancy rate

DEC. 2014

JAN. 2016

86%

HOUSTON

81%

The Greater Houston market
includes every city in the region.

Total apartment
complexes/communities

Total operating units/
apartments

Average monthly
rental cost

2,611

607,605

$967

Occupancy rate

DEC. 2014

91%

JAN. 2016

90%

Source: Apartment Data Services LLC/Community Impact Newspaper

“They will bring a much-needed shot
to our employee numbers with those
openings, and certainly multifamily
will benefit from that as well in The
Woodlands area,” Staley said.

Find related stories at communityimpact.com.
Keyword Search
Houston multifamily, Treviso
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We have a vision of your real estate needs

Are you on the move?

Are you on the mov

Call us today to sell your home!

Call
today to
sellwith
yourresults
home!
Let
us us
provide
you
Call us today to sell your

281.363.2500

Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents
are uniquely
certified
and
Our agents are uniquely certified and
trained
to assist
in relocating
you
trained
to assist
in relocating
you
oror to assist in relocating you or
trained
your
loved
ones
your loved ones
your
loved
ones
Our agents are uniquely certified and trained to
assist in relocating you or your loved ones

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

Each Offi

by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
Each Office IsOperated
Independently
Owned and Operated

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by
office nationwide!
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlandsjoining
by our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands

joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
Stay informed
about what is going on in the Woodlands by
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands
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Real Estate Report
Local real estate news, trends, listings and data
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It’s a great time to buy a home - what better way to invest than in something you
actually enjoy? Here are some of our featured offerings this month...

18 HEATHER BANK PLACE

Absolutely stunning one owner Lifeforms home with beautiful decor and tons of
upgrades. Extensive hardwood ﬂooring. The study is off the entry and has double
French pocket doors. Two story dining room has a block paneled chair rail. Den has
built-ins and a ﬁreplace. Plantation shutters. Five bedrooms with 5 full and one half
baths. Master bedroom and second bedroom suite down, 3 bedrooms and 3 full baths
up. Superb ﬂoor plan.
www.18heatherbank.com • $625,000

Come to Lago Woods and Tres Lagos and check
out the Sale-abration of Spring!! Prices have
been slashed on our fabulous inventory of homes
in these beautiful, gated enclaves built around
gorgeous ponds. Prices from $1,125,000.

31 EAST BAY BOULEVARD

7 N PARKGATE CIRCLE

This lovely classic brick, Charleston Row home, exudes the charm and style of the era
in a transitional mode. The home sits on a beautiful corner lot affording privacy and

Beautiful is an understatement for this home set behind the gates of Parkgate Reservetwo minutes to The Woodlands Town Center. Custom upgrades include; Venetian
Plaster Walls in the Dining Room, Cantera custom front doors, Viking appliances,
Carrera Marble in the kitchen and Master Bath, outdoor fountain, & large ﬂex room
upstairs could be 5th bedroom. The home also has a fabulous Media Room downstairs,
a dynamic outdoor kitchen w/ﬁreplace, grill & beer tap. Crestron Home Management
System. www.7nparkgate.com • $1,500,000

views from the lovely porch and balcony above. Wood ﬂoors over most of the home, a
dynamic kitchen, with mahogany center island, large 3 car garage, gorgeous millwork,
elevator, three ﬁreplaces, and a dynamic master suite. This home has been lightly lived
and awaits the most discriminating buyer. www.31eastbay.com

• $1,695,000

19 S KNIGHTSGATE CIRCLE

You haven’t seen anything like this GRAND ENTRY spanning 24 ft high from the front
door to the panoramic windows internalizing the lush outdoors of this George Weaver
home. This one has it all with outstanding quality and versatile functionality that will ﬁt
almost any family structure. Five bedrooms with master and guest suite down, 3 ﬁreplaces,
4 living areas down, 11 ft tall double Cantera doors. Gorgeous outdoors w/lush pool and
outdoor kitchen. www.19knightsgate.com

• $1,089,000

713-702-6334
BETH@FERESTER.COM
WWW.FERESTER.COM

31715 SPINNAKER RUN

Beautiful custom home by Barry Lyons with front and back covered porches on 2 acres.
Large living areas. Formal living & dining rooms, den w/ﬁreplace and bead board
wainscot, paneled study. Kitchen has Thermador appliances including a gas cooktop,
granite counters and breakfast bar. Master and three additional bedrooms down. Granite
counters in all baths. Full 3 car garage and 400+ sqft standalone A/C workshop. Room
upstairs can be media, game or 5th BR with full bath. Extensive wood ﬂoors.
www.31715spinnakerrun.com • $635,000
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Single-family homes for lease on
the rise in The Woodlands area
Demand for single-family lease
properties is on the rise in The Woodlands as millennials enter the real
estate market and the region grapples
with uncertainty due to an oil and gas
industry slump, according to local real
estate professionals.
Single-family rentals in The Woodlands jumped to 201 in February from
169 in January, according to the Houston Association of Realtors.

“There’s a lot of
people in rental
homes right now.”
—Will Holder, Trendmaker Homes President

This data follows the trend of a
growing demand for rental homes
in The Woodlands, said Diane Kink,
owner and CEO of The Kink Team,
a real estate services firm affiliated
with Keller Williams. The Kink Team
sells multimillion-dollar homes in

Northwest Houston communities,
such as The Woodlands, Spring and
Magnolia.
Rental homes are becoming more
popular as potential homebuyers
are saving up to make a purchase
once uncertainty subsides and more
millennials begin starting families,
Trendmaker Homes President Will
Holder said. Trendmaker owns properties in The Woodlands as well as
master-planned communities on the
periphery, such as Bender’s Landing
Estates and Lakes at Creekside.
“There’s a lot of people in rental
homes right now,” Holder said. “So
these people in rental homes are not
going to rent forever. They’re going to
unfold out into the marketplace over
the next 24 months.”
Yet, the rental market has picked
up over the past year after increased
demand has led to higher prices in
Northwest Houston, said Felicia
Collins, owner and broker at Collins
Malone Realty. More individual buyers

Chris Shelton/Community Impact Newspaper

By Chris Shelton

The number of single-family homes available for lease in The Woodlands is increasing.

see rental properties as a more stable
investment than stocks, she said.
“You have a lot of cash buyers out
there [who] are buying homes and
fixing them up and renting them out,”
Collins said. “I think maybe with all
of the shows on HGTV and with the
stock market—it’s up and it’s down—
people are looking for something that’s
more steady as part of their retirement
plans.”
Despite a continued increase in renting leading to more potential buyers,
Holder said he still expects a slower

real estate market in 2016 until the oil
and gas industry stabilizes. Developers
and builders will adjust, and there will
be fewer home starts, he said.
“We have lots of people living in
rental homes and apartments—that’s
the good news,” Holder said. “The next
thing is—with the decrease in new
jobs—there’s going to be a decreased
amount of people coming to town who
are going to be net new households.
So that will impact things, and we’re
going to see a slower market over the
next 12-24 months.”

Three Hughes Landing

Spec Suites Available
at Hughes Landing

12-story Class A office building
Remarkable views of Lake Woodlands
321,000 rentable square feet
Conference room and fitness center
Concierge and loyalty program

1725 Hughes Landing Blvd.
13-story Class A office building
332,000 rentable square feet
100-seat conference center
Fitness center and delicatessen
Concierge and loyalty program

SAMPLE SPEC SUITE (1,682 RENTABLE SF)

TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Contact Jillian Fredericks for spec suite leasing opportunities at 713-830-2133 or Jillian.Fredericks@colliers.com.

16TWD_2265_HughesLanding_RealEstate_Ad_12.1837x5.5416.indd 1

3/2/16 5:46 PM
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COMMON PROBLEMS FOUND BY
HOME INSPECTORS:

Ask a Home Inspector
Local home inspectors answer questions about trends and offer
tips to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or selling
a home in or around The Woodlands.

1
3

By Abigail Loop

Michael Hoff
A OK Simplex Inspections

Attend the inspection, ask questions
and listen. Take part in the process, and
you’ll be that much closer to buying the
right home for your future.
Examples of questions you should ask
[are]: “Where is the main water shut-off
valve to the house?;” “What’s the typical
life span of a roof like what’s on this particular home?;” and “Is there any special
maintenance that needs to be done to it?”
What are the main things a house
inspector should examine in a house?

An inspector will check the roof,
foundation, heating and air conditioning
system, structure, water heater, plumbing, electrical and many other aspects of
buildings. [An inspector is] looking for

improper building practices, items that
require extensive repairs, general maintenance issues as well as fire and safety issues.

2
4
5
6

What are the benefits of hiring a house
inspector?

The purchase of a home is probably the
largest single investment you will ever
make. You should learn as much as you
can about the condition of the
property and the need for any major
repairs before you buy so that you can
minimize unpleasant surprises and
difficulties afterward. A home inspection
will also point out the positive aspects of a
home as well as the maintenance that will
be necessary to keep it in good shape.
After the inspection, you will have a
much clearer understanding of the property you are about to purchase and will be
able to make a confident buying decision.

1. Common maintenance

issues include rotting decks,
water-damaged ceilings or broken
appliances.

2. Electrical problems, such

sealing.

4. Leaking air is often caused

by poor weather stripping or bad
caulking around windows and
other fixtures.

as improper wire connections or
circuit breaker problems, should
be repaired.

5. Improper insulation can make

3. Poor ventilation is often

6. Cracks in the foundation wall

caused by dirty vents, negative
pressurization or a lack of duct

it hard to manage the temperature
within a house.
may indicate a serious structural
problem.

I AM

> 59

I am

creative.

Combining the tranquility of a private enclave with full access to
Woodforest amenities, life in Bonterra is the best of both worlds. Even better,
it abounds with lush landscapes, exceptional amenities and activities for
those 55 and better. Satisfy your passion for spirited living in Bonterra.

Please contact our
Internet Home Consultants
at 281.780.4652 or
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

BonterraLife.com | New Homes mid $200s –$400s
Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor
plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and
community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and
all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation
and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior
registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents
may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency.
Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit
www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © March 2016,
Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Source: Inspect America/Community Impact Newspaper

What are the top things a client should
ask their house inspector about to make
smart decisions as a homebuyer?
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REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.

1488

Builder: Malaga Homes
Square footage: 2,300- 3,300
Price: $459,000-$557,000
Amenities: parks, shopping center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary

45
r.

Ste
rling
Ridge Dr.

od l a n d

3

Rd.

Rd
.

Gosling Rd.

il l

Rayford R d

14

Birnham Woods Dr.

4

M
’s

Kuy ken
dahl R
d.

45

an

Hufsmith Rd.

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,400-3,800
Price range: Starting price of $590,000
Amenities: parks, shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge
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Elementary School, Collins Intermediate
School, McCullough Junior High School,
The Woodlands High School)

7
2

99

99
Map not to scale

1 Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.imperialoaksonline.com

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar
Homes, Partners in Building, Ryland
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

2 Harmony
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, Darling
Homes, Highland Homes, Perry Homes,
Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 2,500-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway,
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School and
Oak Ridge North High School)

3 The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217

Builder: Frankel Building Group
Square footage: 4,000-6,000

Home values: $1 million-$2.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails,
shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch
Elementary, Mitchell Intermediate
School, McCullough Junior High School,
The Woodlands High School)

4 Lakeside Cove
Builders: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf
course

Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary
School, Knox Junior High School,
Wilkerson Intermediate School, The
Woodlands College Park High School)

5 Preserve at Northampton
281-251-4666

Builders: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool,
playgrounds, walking trails, shopping
centers
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton
Elementary School, Krimmel
Intermediate School, Klein Oak High
School)

6 The Lakes of Shadow Creek
281-306-3476
www.frankelbuildinggroup.com

11 Twin Ponds
281-351-2680

18
5

9 Malaga Forest
832-794-9792
www.malaga-homes.com

Builders: Frankel Building Group,
Highland Homes

Square footage: 2,722-5,500
Home values: $895,000+
Amenities: shopping centers, parks,
walking trails, lakes

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

7 Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems,
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

8 Northgrove at Spring Creek
855-289-8565
www.northgrovetx.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, Toll
Brothers, Trendmaker Homes
Square footage: TBA
Home values: $370,000-$850,000
Amenities: NorthGrove Lodge amenity
center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,500-3,400
Home values: $410,000-$470,000
Amenities: parks, walking trails,
playgrounds, golf course

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School)

12 Wooded Overlook
281-516-0899

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home values: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, pools, George
Mitchell Nature Preserve, shopping
center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary, Tomball Junior High, Tomball
High School)

13 Harper Woods
713-880-4663
www.harperwoods.com

Builder: Sullivan Brothers Building
Square footage: 1,676-2,750
Price range: $340,000-$490,000
Amenities: shopping center, hospital
Schools: Spring ISD (Northgate
Crossing Elementary School, Hildebrandt
Intermediate School, Twin Creeks Middle
School, Spring High School)

14 Lago Woods
713-522-LAGO
www.lagowoods.com

Builders: Cannon Custom Homes Inc.,
Jeff Paul Custom Homes, Matt Powers
Custom Homes & Renovations, T.D. Cox
Homes, Tommy Bailey Custom Homes,
Square footage: 4,800-5,900
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Compiled by Abigail Loop

shopping centers, Augusta Pines Golf
Course Tour 18
Schools: Klein ISD (Metzler Elementary
School, Hildebrandt Intermediate School,
Klein Oak High School)

15 Canopy Green in Creekside
Park
832-869-4020
www.sheahomes.community/
canopygreen

Builder: Shea Homes
Square footage: 2,734-3,677
Price range: $519,000+
Amenities: nature trails, parks,
shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary, Tomball Junior High, Tomball
High School)

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,940-3,770
Price range: $515,990-$617,990
Amenities: hiking and biking trails,

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

17 Jaden Oaks
281-651-1888

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,160-4,390
Price range: $580,000+
Amenities: aquatic center, parks,
basketball and tennis courts
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview
Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High
School, Tomball High School

18 Wright’s Landing
832-482-8801
www.gracepointhomes.com/springtexas-wrights-landing

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Price range: $240,000-$314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash

Grogan’s Crest
Grogan’s Crest is in the Village of Grogan’s
Mill and offers access to I-45, the Hardy
Toll Road, ExxonMobil and The
Woodlands Mall. The neighborhood
features parks, a swimming pool, grilling
area, playground and is also zoned to
Conroe ISD.
Home designs include brick, stone and
stucco designs, master bedrooms, a loft
and TV room, and tower front elevations.

Starting price range: $349,958$499,081

Square footage: 2,022-3,188
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary
School, Collins Intermediate School,
Knox Junior High School and College
Park High School)
Anticipated completion: TBA

pad, open play area, dog park

Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate
School, York Junior High School, Oak
Ridge High School)

Nursery Rd.

Oak Ridge Dr.

16 Braided Branch
832-559-8986
www.darlinghomes.com

Elementary School, Timber Creek
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High,
Tomball High School)

Courtesy Grogan’s Crest

Price range: $1 million+
Amenities: Clubhouse and pool,

Grogan’s Crest
www.groganscrest.com
281-978-2894

aquatic center, parks
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview

Unparalleled Luxury.
Unbelievable Locations.
Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park

Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - New Model Home Now Open!
From the low $700s
Wooded Overlook

Final Opportunity Remains!
From the upper $600s

The Estates at Blairs Way

Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the mid-$800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve

Located on the Grand Parkway. Conroe ISD

Sycamore Heights - Model Home Now Open!
From the upper $400s • 281-907-6188
Magnolia Ridge

Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek

2 Model Homes Now Open! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection

From the upper $400s

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

Estate Collection

From the low $500s

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide.
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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REAL ESTATE

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Imperial Oaks is a 1,400-acre community
on Rayford Road and is in close proximity
to the Grand Parkway and Hardy Toll
Road. With an expected 3,600 homes at
build-out, the community is near a Kroger
Signature Shopping Center, home to a
Conroe ISD school and has more than
100 acres of recreational amenities.

Imperial Oaks, 77386

Recent listings

Square footage: 1,492–4,612

30539 Glenboro Drive		

Home values: $150,000-$450,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath		
2,417 sq. ft.
Agent: Lisa Roth		 281-825-2453
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
Agent: Beatriz Manchado		
Krueger Real Estate

31582 Ember Trail Lane		

3778 Pinebrook Hollow Lane

Amenities: parks, shopping centers, walking
trails
77384

30834 Imperial Walk Lane

$235,000
2,422 sq. ft.
832-530-2100

Schools: Conroe ISD (Kaufman Elementary
School, Vogel Intermediate School, York Junior
High School, Oak Ridge High School)

1488

77382
77385

77381
45

77389

$219,000

77386
77380

Market data provided by
Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Property taxes (in dollars):
Emergency Service District 8	
Montgomery County	
Montgomery County Hospital	
Lone Star College	
Montgomery County MUD 115	
Conroe ISD	
Montgomery County Dd6	
Rayford Road MUD	

0.0946
0.4767
0.0725
1.3500
0.2250
1.2800
0.1700
0.55

Total (per $100 value)

4.2188

Median
home value

Median price
per square foot

$315,000

$275,000

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath		
2,363 sq. ft.
Agent: Mary Jane Bradshaw 832-264-6576
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors-The Woodlands

Median annual
property taxes

$109.18

$5,600

Homes on
the market*

95

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath		
Agent: Jennifer Bell		
Lennar/Village Builders

Homes under
contract*

$405,590

3,129 sq. ft.
713-515-9055

Average days on
the market*

47

76

*As of 3/1/16

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data
Median price of homes sold

On the market (February 2016)

Price

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

77380

77380

77381

77382

77384

77385

77386

77389

$550,000

$149,999 or less

3/13

-

2/103

3/25

10/29

4/19

$500,000

$150,000–$199,999

10/47

8/34

-

2/123

18/44

27/49

7/89

$200,000–$299,999

15/73

26/45

25/62

39/95

34/62

107/85

52/53

$300,000–$399,999

9/126

46/69

31/71

47/80

39/125

76/88

77/82

$400,000–$499,999

5/33

30/41

25/69

15/141

23/121

63/127

48/90

$500,000–$599,999

2/96

19/96

25/63

14/132

14/173

31/146

40/66

$200,000

$600,000–$799,999

9/93

12/84

16/62

10/125

5/115

12/201

17/105

$150,000

$800,000–$999,999

5/76

3/69

15/115

5/87

-

9/100

11/170

$100,000

38/159

21/114

51/128

3/65

2/123

5/97

72/254

Price Range

$1 million +

77381

77382

Feb. 2015 vs.
77384

77385

Feb. 2016
77386

$450,000
$400,000

-10%

$350,000
$300,000

-5.5%

-14%
-6.8%

-4.4%

$250,000

-8.6%

-8.7%

–

!
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S
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!
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S
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!
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S
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SPRING VILLAGE ESTATES

THE WOODLANDS

BENDERS LANDING ESTATES

8010 Spring Village | $1,500,000

90 North Curly Willow | $1,005,336

4619 Silver Jade | $775,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com
heritagetexas.com

77389

®
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LOCAL AMENITIES

NEARBY DEVELOPMENT
Kroger Signature
Shopping Center

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX
Park at Woodland Springs

Kroger Signature Shopping Center features
some of the following businesses located on
Rayford Road and Imperial Oaks Boulevard in
Spring:

Imperial Oaks Park is the largest park in
the Imperial Oaks neighborhood. It consists
of 43 acres that preserve a natural wooded
area in the middle of the community. The
park features a 1.5-mile walking and jogging
trail as well as scenic overlooks.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AT&T Wireless & More
Great Clips
Imperial Oaks Dental
Lone Star ACE Hardware
Massage Envy
Memorial Hermann Medical Group
Nails and Spa of Texas
Pallotta’s Mexican Grill

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

45

Rayford Rd.

Richard Rd.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range:
696 sq. ft.: $722
822 sq. ft.: $722
856 sq. ft.: $722
Listed two-bedroom starting price range:
1,052 sq.ft.: $869
1,133 sq.ft.: $869
1,182 sq.ft.: $869
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,218 sq. ft.: $1,004

Imperial Oaks Residents Club features
a swim center with a junior Olympic
swimming pool for residents. The club also
features a clubhouse, a community hall,
playgrounds, picnic pavilions, volleyball
courts and basketball courts for resident use.
10113-Community Impact Woodlands Mar-FINAL.pdf

Number of units: 250
Square footage: 696-1,218
Unit features*:
• Energy efficient ceiling fans
• Washer/dryer connections
• Spacious walk-in closets
• Oak wood cabinetry
Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Closed on Sundays

*All features vary by unit
24011 Richard Road, Spring
281-367-7740
www.parkatwoodlandsprings.com
1

2/29/16

4:43 PM

*As of 2/2/16
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CARLTON WOODS
Netherfield Way | $4.9+mil
5/5.5+ - ±10,575 sf
elegant refrigerated wine room
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

OLD MILL LAKE
Anglers Way | $650s
3/3.5 - ±3,286 sf
waterfront home with pool & well
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

WOODFOREST
Monterrey Bend | $540s
4/3.5 - ±3,844 sf
pool | outdoor kitchen | media room
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

OLD MILL LAKE
Edgewater Drive | $520s
4/3.5 - ±4,161 sf
amazing home | great price
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

SPRING
Comal Karst Drive | $380s
4/3.5 - ±3,322 sf
pool & outdoor kitchen in Harmony
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MAGNOLIA
Village Ridge | $140s
±2 acres
build a new home | corner lot
Raghda Henthorne | 713.553.4506

marthaturner.com | 281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE RETAIL SPACE

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor
Houston, TX 77064
Houston | The Woodlands | College Station

The Woodlands Retail Space | Year to Date 2015

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

Rental rates continued to rise in The Woodlands for retail space throughout 2015, and
the occupancy rate of retail buildings remained high at nearly 99 percent. There are
four new buildings, or approximately 50,000 square feet, under construction in The
Woodlands area for new retail space.

By the numbers

Vacancy rate
This chart shows the percentage of vacant retail space in The Woodlands over a fiveyear period.

882

Square feet of unoccupied space

15,825,912

8%

Total available %

555,897

Number of buildings
in inventory

10%

96.5%

Occupancy rate

Under
construction

Square feet of total office space

6%

50,987

3.5% Q4

4%

Square feet

268,364

2%

$20.77/SF

Square feet leased in
2015 YTD

Average net rental rate

4

0

Buildings

YEAR

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Rental rate

Square feet leased

This chart shows the change in average net rental rates per quarter for retail space in
The Woodlands.

This chart shows the change in retail space leased per quarter in The Woodlands.

$20.77/sf Q4

$21/sf

300,000

$20/sf
250,000

$18/sf

Total square feet

Rental rate NNN

$19/sf

$17/sf
$16/sf
$15/sf
$14/sf

200,000

150,000

88,676 sf Q4
100,000

50,000

$13/sf
$12/sf

YEAR

25,000
2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

YEAR
YEAR

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Source: Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group inc. data; includes all retail types, existing or under construction, with a CoStar Rating of two (2) stars or more/Community Impact Newspaper

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

DOING IT RIGHT. RIGHT NOW.
RIGHT HERE IN THE WOODLANDS.
O F FI C E

n

INDUSTRIAL

For tenant or landlord representation services, count on
Caldwell’s 25 years of experience and expertise for exceptional
real estate solutions.

070-377 CommImpact Ad Woodlands OCT 9.1837x2.6875 MECH.indd 1

n

LAND

n

R E TA I L
4526 Research Forest Dr. #350
Woodlands, TX 77381
713.690.0000
caldwellcos.com

9/28/15 4:26 PM
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HIGH MEADOW RANCH
28622 CHAMPIONS | $619,999

THE WOODLANDS

THE WOODLANDS

158 GOLDEN SHADOW | $489,999

14 CARMELINE | $449,900

HIGH MEADOW RANCH

THE WOODLANDS

28913 VILLAGE BEND | $580,000

31 OVERLAND HEATH | $510,000

APRIL SOUND

114 SPRING LAKE | $499,500

THE WOODLANDS

18 KNIGHTS CROSSING | $475,000

THE WOODLANDS

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.
Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.
Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

VINTAGE PARK 281.440.1221
n

THE WOODLANDS 936.447.9625
n

heritagetexas.com

®

®

47 VALLEY MEAD PL. | $399,500
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REAL ESTATE

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

Commercial properties

Featured listings of active area properties

1488
45

Properties for lease

The Woodlands

*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings

r.
rk D
Co l l e ge Pa

8000 Hwy. 242

3,965 sq. ft. 		
Agent: Peggy Rougeou 		
Agency: Tarantino Properties Inc.

N/A
713-974-4292

1,400, 1,560, 2,040 & 5,939 sq. ft. $13.80/sq.ft nnn*
Agent: Klaus Thoma		
713-966-7290
Agency: CFW Properties

1,500-8,540 sq. ft.
Agent: Rebecca Gardaphe
Agency: Pinecroft Realty LLC
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ling
Gos
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N/A
713-515-2234
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9595 Six Pines Drive

8845 Six Pines Drive

402-444 Sawdust Road

d
rd R

4
1,500, 1,500 & 3,000 sq. ft.
$15/sq.ft nnn*
Agent: Kantha Reddy 		
713-992-1814
Agency: Kantha and Prabhakara Reddy
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.
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R ay f o
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1

Sawdust Rd.

990 Rayford Road

19189 I-45 N.

e

Kuyke
nd a h

1,240, 1,426, 1,575 & 1,875 sq. ft.
N/A
Agent: Kim Lenardson
713-830-2186
Agency: Colliers International

dg
tri

N/A
719-540-6394

in

5,000 sq. ft.
Agent: James Warmack
Agency: Warmack Investments

2

Lake Wo
odla n

Fl

1

2

St. Luke’s Way

r.

ros s ing Dr
sC
.
hran
Coc

2978

242

Hanna Rd.

2455 Research Forest Drive

9595 Six Pines Drive

7
1,200-3,242 sq. ft.		
$23/sq.ft nnn*
Agent: Jeff Beard		 281-367-2220 ext. 102
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company

8
4,736 sq. ft.		
Agent: Weldon Martin		
Agency: CBRE
(Sublease)

$55/sq.ft nnn*
713-577-1754

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

MEDICAL SPACE AVAILABLE

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tenant Representation
Office & Retail
Investment Properties
Land & Development
Medical
Industrial

14 01 Woodlands Park way, T he Woodlands, T X 7 73 8 0
2 81-72 3 - 0 215
O J Bobek
oj@bobek realt ygroup.com
w w w.B obek Realt y G roup.com

1001 Medical Plaza Drive The Woodlands, TX 77380
Renovated in 2014 • Located in the heart of The Woodlands Medical center.
Call for more information.

2 Spaces Available
SUITE #130 | Rental Rate: $18+NNN
Now Available.

SUITE #190 | Rental Rate: $18+ NNN
Date Available: Apr 2016
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EVERY KID PLAYS / EVERY KID COUNTS

Complete Automotive
Repair Facility
(Foreign - Domestic - Classics)
Serving Woodlands, Conroe,
Spring Areas for Over 20 Years

Hours of operation:
Mon- Fri 8am - 6pm and
Sat 9am -3pm

$69.95

Evacuation & recharge A/C system. Plus
refrigerant. Most vehicles.
With coupon only. Expires 4/13/16

$10 OFF

State
Inspections

EQU

With coupon only. OBD II Inspections, Reg. $25.50.
Excludes diesels, motorcycles, trailers.
Expires 4/13/16

281-367-4814 • elderautomotive.com
27431 Hanna Rd., Oak Ridge North 77385

$29.95

AY!
AL PL

P O SIT

FUN!

G!
HIN
C
A
IVE CO

Lube, Oil and Filter.
5 qts conventional oil with standard filter.
Most vehicles. With coupon only. Expires 4/13/16

FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS
PROGRAM THAT TRULY WORKS
AND IS AFFORDABLE.

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

BARBARA LOST
78 POUNDS AND
65.5 INCHES IN
25 WEEKS

BEFORE

AFTER

WE HAVE A PROGRAM THAT IS DESIGNED TO
KICK METABOLISM INTO HIGH GEAR
BY EATING NORMAL FOODS AND USING
PATENTED FAT-BURNERS AND BLOCKERS
FDA-APPROVED APPETITE SUPPRESSANT
OR ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!

281-419-7222

WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND
MAY BE COVERED UNDER YOUR INSURANCE.
WOODLANDS PKWY.

ROBINSON RD.

HANNA
R D.

ALANA LN.

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

$50 OFF
INITIAL VISIT

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

• No Travel: All games played
locally - 22 locations
• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturdays
beginning April 9
Sign Up Early & Save up to $5
Fee goes up $5 after March 21
•
•
•
•

Two Payment Plan Available
Very Affordable
Full Uniform & Trophy to All
Guaranteed Placement Deadline: MARCH 21

For more info or to sign up go to
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals
Automotive
Christian Brothers Automotive.............. 93
NEXCAR............................................... 89

Dining
Another Broken Egg Cafe..................... 93
Atsumi Asian Kitchen and Sushi Bar..... 89
Coffee Shop Company......................... 94
Hospitality USA.................................... 91
Lama Cafe........................................... 87
Namaste Indian Restaurant.................. 93
New Super Yummy Mongolian Grill...... 90
Sapporo Japanese Bistro Sushi & Bar.. 88
Sitar Cuisine of India............................ 92
Sweet Revenge Bake Shoppe.............. 91

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm

Education
Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama Mediterranean Cuisine, located in
The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere in our new, larger and nicer location!
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.
Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from. Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming effects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.

Nannies of The Woodlands................... 90
Professional services
European Wax Center........................... 88
Integrity Comfort Solutions................... 92
Joe the Plumber.................................. 89
Maid Right........................................... 91
Massage Heights................................. 90
Modern Salon...................................... 92

Retail

BEST
LAMB
CHOPS
IN TOWN!

20% OFF
any entree!
Must present coupon. One coupon per
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm. Expires
4/13/16

$5 OFF

Rotisserie Chicken
Whole chicken order only.
Must present coupon. One coupon per
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm.
Expires 4/13/16
Holly
r.

Hill D

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381

Six Pine
s Dr.

Research Forest Dr.

Antique Market.................................... 90
Health Market...................................... 91
Kid to Kid............................................. 88
Picture Worth Custom Framing............. 89

Services
My Handyman Can.............................. 95
Pro Steem............................................ 94

88
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Wood
lands P
kwy.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY:
11 AM - 10 PM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY:
11 AM - 11 PM

30420 FM 2978 Magnolia, Suite 300,
Magnolia, TX 77354

CASH FOR

KIDS’ STUFF

www.sapporohouston.com
281-789-4445

Earn cash or 20% more in store credit for outgrown items. Plus, shop the
your outgrown
kids’ stuff
to gear
Kid to
Kidmore
for cash
80%% more
off retail!
bestSell
selection
of spring clothes,
baby
and
at uporto20
in store credit. We buy all seasons of apparel all year long!

BUY ONE LUNCH ENTREE,

GET 2ND FREE

67 7 7 WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB) • (281) 419.3339

*Entree of equal or lesser value with purchase of 2 drinks until
3 pm ONLY. One coupon per table and cannot be combined
with other offers. Must present coupon. Expires 4/13/16.

FREE SUSHI ROLL
WITH PURCHASE OF 2
ROLLS AND 2 DRINKS

*of equal or lesser value. One coupon per table and cannot be
combined with other offers. Must present coupon.
Expires 4/13/16.

Sushi • Steak • Seafood • Traditional Japanese Dishes • Full Bar

FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

#BROWSQUAD

waxcenter.com

FIRST WAX FREE*
*This fab offer expires 4/26/16

THE WOODLANDS - INDIAN SPRINGS

THE WOODLANDS - MARKET STREET

832 685 4065

832 685 4057

*First-time guests only. Guests must reside in state where redeemed. Not valid for all services. Additional restrictions may apply. Visit waxcenter.com for complete terms and conditions. © 2015 EWC

9654_TheWoodlands-IndianSprings_CommunityImpact.indd 1

3/2/16 1:49 PM
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HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
RESIDENTIAL AND

Best Asian Fusion in Town! Atsumi offers a unique dining experience
unlike anything else - come see for yourself!
www.AtsumiUSA.com

|

(936) 242-0044

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
COMMERCIAL SERVICES.
Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and
Installations Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration
NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER
Systems • Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backﬂow
HOURS OR WEEKENDS.
Preventers Installation • Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet High
Pressure Services • Sample Wells
WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY

281 -2 56 -2239
Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, Katy, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

3335 College Park Dr. in The Woodlands

College Park Dr.

Monday through Sunday 11 am - 10 pm
U.S. HWY.

Happy Hour 7 days a week all day

45

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE
With purchase of 2 drinks. One coupon per table and cannot be combined with
other offers. Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 4/13/16

$10 OFF
$50 OR MORE

One coupon per table and cannot be combined with other offers.
Must present coupon. Dine In Only. Expires 4/13/16

DRAFT BEER - CHINESE FOOD - SUSHI

PLUMBING SERVICES
CALL TODAY FOR
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured License #13044
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W
NE

TO

Antique

Market

at Malone Street Cottage

L

but Significant

IN

AL
MB

Make it Simple

Balance your well-being with a therapeutic massage, lifestyle
membership or custom dermalogica® facial. Benefits include reduced
stress, relaxation, pain management and healthy glowing skin.

FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLES,
& DÉCOR WITH A 20TH
CENTURY VIBE INCLUDING
MID CENTURY AND MODERN

10% OFF

Elevate the everyday.™
Introductory 1-hour massage
with free aromatherapy –

purchase of $50 or more
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not
valid on previously reduced items.expires 4/13/16

$4999*

Introductory 1-hour facial
with free aromatherapy –

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK! ANTIQUE MARKET AT MALONE STREET COTTAGE| 832-948-8517 | 500 Malone St., Tomball

$5999*

Located at the corner of Pine & Malone | Open Thursday-Saturday 10-5 & Sunday 12-5
TM

massageheights.com

Nannies & Babysitters
Full-time, Part-time and Temporary

832.482.4639

The Woodlands
832.900.7788

Spring Creek Rayford
832.900.7222

4775 W Panther Creek Dr
The Woodlands, TX 77381

3550 Rayford Road Ste 180
Spring, TX 77386

*featuring
*Introductory rate valid for Members and first-time Guests only. Actual massage and facial time is
50-Minutes hands-on. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. See Retreat for details. Each Massage
Heights Retreat is independently owned and operated. Franchise opportunities available. ©2014 Massage
Heights, LLC. The Woodlands Panther Creek ME#2564 Spring Creek Rayford ME#3339

nanniesofthewoodlands.com

Buy One Bowl, Get Second Bowl

1/2 Off

Adult bowl only. Dine in only. One coupon per table.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 4/13/16

Super Yummy was created by William Wang. He has 20 years of cooking
experience in his own bowl of skills. He knows the Asian cuisine very well.
Currently there are two Super Yummy locations, one in Tomball and the
other in The Woodlands. Sushi is a big hit at both of our locations with 40
different kinds of rolls. We use the healthiest ingredients in every bowl we
make. We serve many different kinds of protein, vegetables and starches.
12 different sauces are featured to enhance the taste of your bowls. Lunch
and dinner served with many specials throughout the week. We cater
to our health conscious guests. Customize your bowl to be Gluten Free,
Vegetarian or Low Carb. Make your bowl to be allergy friendly!

Everyday Specials
All Chef’s Special Roll $2 Off

with Purchase of 2 Adult Bowls and 2 Drinks
Dinner and Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot
be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/13/16

$5
off
OFF
Purchase of $30 or More
Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot be
combined with any other offers. Expires 4/13/16

Everyday from 2:30pm - 6pm

588 Sawdust Rd
Appetizers $1.99 All Day Friday - Sunday Spring, TX 77380
281-419-7777
Spring Roll, Pork Egg Roll, Edamame

Cream Cheese Puffs, Potstickers
Saw
dust R
d

Hours:
Sun - Thu 11am - 9:30pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 10:30pm
45 North

Weekend Specials

www.superyummystirfry.com
facebook.com/superyummyatspring
Text: SuperYummy To: 95577 Get: Special Offers!

Free
Appetizer

KIDS EAT
FREE

Buy 2 adult bowls, get a free kids bowl (2-10yrs)
Dine in only. One coupon per table. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Expires 4/13/16
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THE WOODLANDS LARGEST HEALTH FOOD STORE

Iridology • Hair Analysis • Foot Detox

Franchise opportunities available, call for information!

Our
Unique Service:
Our Unique Service

Save $75*

MARKET

TH
L
A
E
H

Cleaning your home as a
Maid Right owner is my
business... literally!

427 Sawdust Rd.
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4
281-367-0002

Same reliable owners clean every visit
EnviroShield™ Whole Home Disinfecting
Hospital-Grade Cleaning Products
Color-Coded Cloths Reduce Cross Contamination
Strongest Guarentee In the Industry

Same reliable owners clean every visit
EnviroShield® Whole Home Disinfecting
Sign up forCleaning
three recurring*
Hospital-Grade
Products
Maid Right home cleaning services and receive a $25 credit for each completed
cleaning service. Act now and Cloths
save $75. Not redeemable
for cash.Cross
Must include Contamination
three
Color-Coded
Reduce
recurring cleaning calls at $25 per visit. Not valid on prior purchases.
locations only. Expires
StrongestParticipating
Guarantee
In 4/13/16.
the Industry

20% OFF

ANY ITEM

www.WoodlandsHealthMarket.com

Get a Free Estimate:

(936)828-4000
conroe.maidright.com
© 2015 Maid Right Franchising LLC. Maid Right and JAN-PRO International are subsidiaries of Premium Franchise Brands LLC.

Custom cakes

10% OFF
10%
any custom
cake.

for all special events
including weddings,
birthdays, baby
showers, etc

Up to a $50 value. Expires 4/13/16.

We Deliver!

We Offer:

• Cupcakes
• Cakeballs
• Pastries

• Pies
• Brownies
• Bars

(936) 231-8667
242
45
N

3091 College Park Dr,
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital
Insta

FREE
APPETIZER

(with purchase of entrée)
Up to $8.00 in value. One free appetizer per table, per visit.
Not valid with any other offer. Dine in only. Expires 5/31/16

ST.THURS.PATRICK’S
DAY
MARCH 17 OPEN AT 11AM
GREEN BEER
LUCKY CHARMS ‘N GUINNESS
live music by

SWAGGER
& JEFF CANADA
starting at 4pm

IRISH I WAS AT
BAKER STREET
25 Waterway Ave. • 281.362.7431
bakerstreetpub.com
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SITAR
CUISINE OF INDIA
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

SAVE MONEY!

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

HVAC Repairs

Heating

Healthy Air

Air Conditioning

GREAT FINANCING

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special
rebates, worry-free warranties.

$5 OFF

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table.

I-45 North

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

10490 Huffmeister
Rd.
Houston, TX 77065
281.807.4247

9635 N. Houston
Rosslyn Rd.
Houston, TX 77088
713.896.4247
15202 Mason Rd.
#300
Cypress, TX 77433
832.653.5826
469 FM 1488
Conroe, TX 77384
936.273.4471
Coming Soon To
Summerwoods!

MODERNSALON
DAYSPA.COM

N

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380
(281) 364-0200

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

CALL TODAY FOR
COMPLIMENTARY
CONSULTATION!

CONROE

next to
India Gourmet Spices

Woodlands
Pkwy.

Valleywood

Rayford Sawdust

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils,
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

HOUSTON

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Call today for a free home visit!
1-844-Get-Cool
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com
License # TACLB49330E
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MAS
TTEE
NNAA
M
S
Indian Restaurant
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road#115

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380
Spring, TX 77380
Behind
HEB
and
Sawdust
Rd.
Behind HEB
@@
I45I45
and
Sawdust
Rd.

281298
2985570
5570
281
– - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING
LUNCH BUFFETT

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm
($10.99)
NOW G
VIN
SER AND
R
BEE NE!
WI

10% OFF
Entire Order

Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must
be presented at time of purchase. not valid with any
other offer.

12/31/2016

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm
Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm; Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

19
19

$$

95
95

A/C
AC Performance
Check
Inspection
Freon and dye extra

Freon and dye extra if needed.
Expires 8/30/15
4/13/16
Expires
1/15/16CICI

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF

Any Repair or Service of $75+
Any Repair or Service of $450+
Any Repair or Service of $750+
Expires 8/30/15
4/13/16CICI
Expires

Expires
Expires 8/30/15
4/13/16
1/15/16CICI

Expires 8/30/15
4/13/16CICI
Expires
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RD
ROBINSON

DS PKWY

WOODLAN

RD

Y

NORTH FW

FRONTAGE

TAKE
FRONTAGE
ROAD EXIT FOR
GREAT COFFEE!

Offer expires April 13, 2016

www.facebook.com/coffeeshopcompanyus

FREE ESTIMATES!

FREE ESTIMATES!
A PROSTEEM Company

281.547.0220

A PROSTEEM Company

281.255.0024

Present this card for

20%
OFF
TILE CLEANING
with your purchase of $199 or more.

In plant
facility!

WANT TO CHANGE THE
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

20%
OFF
RUG CLEANING
Customer drop-off
in-store

BEFORE

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL
www. GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

Cash and check only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR • PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM-FIT RUG PAD
MOTH GUARD • PET ODOR REMOVAL • APPRAISAL
www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com
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My Handyman Can

OWNE R’ S PA S S IO N LIES I N C U S TOM E R S E RV I C E

F

inding a reputable and trustworthy tradesman can be a daunting
task for any homeowner, and Mitchell
Sanders, a third generation builder,
aims to make that process easier.
He established his Magnolia-based
company My Handyman Can on a
foundation of integrity and honor to
make a difference in the homes of the
community.
“After years of working for the big
guys I knew that if I started my own
company I could control the quality of
a project based on the right way to do
it and not the cheapest or fastest way,”
Sanders said.

“...people that are a bit
of a scientist and a bit
of an artist.”
In 2012, Sanders and his wife
Cassandra founded My Handyman Can
to provide a variety of services to the
surrounding communities, including handyman services, renovations
and remodeling. Just two years after
opening it was awarded the 2014
Super Service Award by Angie’s List, a
website that ranks local businesses by
customer reviews.
The business started small, he
said, performing minor repairs and
jobs large companies typically do not
perform. Through word of mouth My
Handyman Can grew to a full-scale
remodeling and home maintenance
company and has almost doubled in
size every year.
“Repeat and referred customers
continue to drive the growth,” Sanders
said.

To accommodate continued expansion,
the company relocated to 123 Magnolia
Blvd., near the former Kemah Seafood
on FM 1774, and hired Mike Hedgpeth
to help with scheduling, customer
interaction and office operations. My
Handyman Can operates with 15 employees, he said, but the management
team does not hire just anyone who
can wield a hammer.
“We will interview approximately 25
people to hire one – we have extremely
high standards,” Sanders said. “If I
can’t trust them in my own home with
my wife and kids they won’t be in your
home.”
Magnolia resident Dave Barker
considers My Handyman Can his go-to
for any project, large or small. His
relationship with the company began
several years ago when Barker and his
wife had recently completed a remodel
of their kitchen with another company.
While the final results were good,
the process moved Barker to search
for alternative companies with whom
he could establish a better relationship. He hired My Handyman Can to
complete a remodel of a half bathroom
and saw firsthand what sets the company apart from competitors.
“There was just way too much
drama with our other contractor, which
is such a stark contrast with our experience with Mitch and his guys,” Barker
said. “He wants to have long-standing
relationships with customers and
that’s why I keep going back.”
The Barkers have hired My Handyman Can to remodel their master
bathroom that included intricate tile
work, remodels of their remaining
bathrooms, and lighting replacement
throughout the house as well as smaller projects like properly installing and

storing cables behind a flat screen TV.
Barker said he has many more plans
for future projects with the company,
including adding new flooring to the
master bedroom and a remodel of his
study.
“His [employees] are just real craftsmen,” Barker said. “He picks people
that are a bit of a scientist and a bit of
an artist.”

NEW CUSTOMERS

$100.00

OFF

ANY MHC S TANDARD RAT E CARD SERVI CE
MIN IMU M $200.00 SERVICE.
SERVICE AREA RESTRICTION S MAY APPLY.

1488

149
1774

NICHOLS SAWMILL RD.

123 FM 1774
MAGNOLIA, TX 773 5 5
832- 816- 7547
MyHandymanCanMagnolia@gmail.com
www.MyHandymanCanMagnolia.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LEADERS
IN QUALITY

Recognized as one of the nation’s
Top 50 Cardiovascular Hospitals.
The Truven Health 50 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals study has designated Memorial
Hermann The Woodlands Hospital as a heart care leader. This annual study
analyzes patient outcomes and other metrics to identify hospitals that are providing
the nation’s most outstanding cardiovascular care – the kind of care
that makes a life-saving difference. And this achievement is further proof
of our never-ending promise of Advancing Health.

Learn what our recognition means for you.
Visit memorialhermann.org

THE WOODLANDS EDITION

*Part of the Memorial Hermann Health System
that includes Greater Heights, Southeast,
Southwest and The Woodlands hospitals.

