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Metro Nashville adjusts budget to avoid state takeover
Unbalanced budget

A critical review in November of 
Metro Nashville’s � nances for the 
current � scal year revealed a budget 
shortfall of $41.5 million, prompting 
state o�  cials to step in and demand 
action from city leaders. 

“During our review of Metro’s cur-
rent budget, we saw things that—to 

say the very least—gave us pause,” 
Tennessee Comptroller of the Trea-
sury Justin P. Wilson said at a Nov. 
13 presentation to the budget and 
� nance committee.

Wilson, who described his appear-
ance before the body as “unprece-
dented,” warned members that his

BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK

Southwest neighborhoods 
unite for community needs

As district council members await how the city’s bud-
get challenges may a� ect funding for projects in their 
districts, neighborhood groups in Southwest Nashville 
are joining forces to bring more attention to issues facing 
residents.

District 23 Council Member Thom Dru� el, who was 
sworn into o�  ce in late September, is spearheading a

BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK

GENERAL FUND SCHOOL FUND DEBT SERVICE FUND

“Despite all this 
wonderful growth and 
this booming economy 
that we have, Metro 

government is 
cash-poor.”

—TENNESSEE 
COMPTROLLER 

OF THE TREASURY 
JUSTIN P. WILSON

The general fund serves as the 
city’s basic operating fund and 
pays for city services.

Education funds account for 
around 40% of the city’s overall 
operating budget.

Debt service funds the account for 
repayment of the city’s debt.

Budget 
imba

While Metro Nashville has seen revenue increase steadily, city spending has risen more, 
leading to a shortfall in the city’s general fund that could cause Metro Nashville to run 
out of funding at the beginning of the 2020-21 fi scal year. lance

“Despite all this 
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District 23 offi cials are working 
to seek input on improvements 
and projects needed from 
neighborhood associations in Belle 
Meade, Hillwood and West Meade.
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615-327-4800

Mara Thompson | Tim Bennett

t h o m p s o n b e n n e t t . c o m
615-456-6272 615-364-0165

Happy New Year

E x pe r t i s e    T r u s t    Re su l t s
As 2019 comes to a close, we would like to thank all of our clients who 
helped make it a successful year. We are honored by your referrals and 
for the opportunity to work with you on buying or selling your home. 

We wish all of you a happy and healthy 2020! 

5096 Donovan Street
9321 Norwegian Red Drive*
3126 Butternut Drive*
1833 Kettering Trace
1602 Eastside Avenue*
2929 Selena
103 Beacon Court*
1111 Brookmeade Drive*
4103 Old Light Circle*
6511 Cougar Drive*

4004 Stonybrook Drive
5454 Brighton Village Drive
211 La Vista Drive
535 Park Court
4536 Stagecoach Circle*
1012 Scovel Street*
118 Allendale Drive
3413B Benham Avenue
4915 Sewanee Road*
1005 Sutton Hill Road*

3117 Lorna Court
738 Cottage Park Drive*
60341 Blackwell Lane*
6809 Flower Hill Drive *
324 Randall Drive*
905 Alder Drive
3610B General Bate Drive*
107 Treemont Lane*
6314 Panorama Drive
413 Shadow Glen Drive*

4568 Majestic Meadows Drive #848*
1040 Charlie Daniels Parkway #113
644 Dunmeyer Court #83
903B Beechmont Place*
1843 Shaylin Loop
102 Roanoke Drive

*Represented Buyer
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Mary Ella Hazelwood
GENERAL MANAGER

mhazelwood@communityimpact.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

We hope our last issue of the year � nds 
you at home with your family, enjoying 
all the great things that come with the 
holiday season in the Nashville area. 

Our issue this month focuses on a topic 
that has been popping up all year: Nash-
ville’s budget. The city has been told by 
the state comptroller that it is running out 
of cash and must adjust its budget in the 
next few months or face state intervention. 
Our cover story takes a look at how we got 
here, what programs might be a� ected 
should the state intervene and what local 
o�  cials are doing to � x the problem. 

Our other front-page story focuses on 

neighborhood associations in the Nash-
ville area. With Mayor John Cooper’s 
commitment to neighborhood becoming 
a top priority, some area associations are 
working to revitalize community e� orts 
and initiatives.

Lastly, keep an eye out next month for 
our Annual Community Guide, which 
will take a look at all the businesses and 
restaurants that have opened in the past 
year as well as what stories we will be 
keeping an eye on for in 2020. 

We hope you and your family have a 
wonderful holiday season and a happy, 
healthy New Year!

Happy holidays from our team to you!
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The 111th Tennessee General Assembly will recon-
vene at noon Jan. 14 at the Tennessee State Capitol, 
located at 600 Dr. M.L.K. Blvd., Nashville. 

This year, the general assembly will have a new 
Speaker of the House. Speaker Cameron Sexton, 
R-Cumberland, was appointed to represent the 
House of Representatives Aug. 23 following the resig-
nation of former Speaker Glen Casada, R-Franklin. 

Local legislators have been appointed to several 
state committees. In Southwest Nashville, Rep. John 
Clemmons, D-Nashville, will serve as a member 
on the Education, Health and Higher Education 
committees, among others, while Rep. Bob Freeman, 
D-Nashville, will serve on the Consumer and Human 
Resources, Ethics and Health committees. Addition-
ally, Rep. Harold Love Jr., D-Nashville, will serve on 
the Education, State Government and Consumer and 
Human Resources committees. 

When is the legislature back in session?

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? 
Send it to swnfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Wendy Sturges
EDITOR
wsturges@communityimpact.com

FOLLOW US ONLINE! 

www.facebook.com/
impactnewsswn

@impactnews_swn
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2020happy new year! FIONA KING
Lifetime Member, Diamond
GNR  Award of Excellence 

 
615.417.3434

 

CALL US TODAY TO START  
PLANNING YOUR MOVE IN 2020!

3100DelRioPikekek -UnderContrarar caca tctc 515 Ardmore Place - Sold
JENNIFER POWELL

 
615.939.6011
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Pike, Ste. 4, Nashville. In addition to selling 
CBD items, Anzie Blue features a coffee 
bar with CBD-infused drinks as well as 
pastries from D’Andrews Bakery and Cafe. 
615-866-9545. www.anzieblue.com

 6  Massage therapy spa MassageLuxe
opened Dec. 10 in Capitol View at 400 11th 
Ave. N., Nashville. The company offers 
facial treatments, massages and waxing 
services. MassageLuxe operates more than 
50 locations nationwide, according to the 
company’s website. 615-346-9222. 
www.massageluxe.com

  7  Pure Sweat Sauna Studio opened Dec. 
5 in 12 South at 1204 Dallas Ave., Nashville. A 
standard session is 45 minutes and includes 
private access to infrared sauna cabins. Pure 
Sweat Sauna Studio is operated by Candice 
Bruder, who also owns Pure Sweat + Float 

NOW OPEN

  1   East Nashville-based restaurant Nico-
letto’s Italian Kitchen opened a second 
location Nov. 15 in Hillsboro Village at 2123 
Belcourt Ave., Nashville. The restaurant 
offers pasta, sandwiches, salads and other 
dishes as well as beer and wine.
615-864-8968. www.nicolettos.com

  2   Atlanta-based cocktail lounge Red 
Phone Booth opened Dec. 5 at 136 Rosa 
L. Parks Blvd., Nashville. The lounge, which 
is modeled after a 1920s-style speakeasy, 
is open to the public, but guests will need 
to receive a “secret phone number” from a 
member or concierge to gain entry, accord-
ing to the company. Red Phone Booth serves 
craft cocktails as well as bourbon, whiskey 
and scotch. www.redphonebooth.com

  3  Cococo, a home furnishings store with 
locations in Atlanta, Georgia, and Charlotte, 
North Carolina, hosted a grand opening 
event Nov. 30 in Wedgewood-Houston at 
438 Houston St., Ste. 150, Nashville. The 
showroom offers classic and contemporary 
furniture pieces, according to its website. 
Cococo is located in the space formerly 
home to Royal Circus. 615-551-7422.
www.cococohome.com

  4  L.A. Green, a women’s clothing store 
with locations in Georgia and Mississippi, 
opened its fi rst Tennessee location Nov. 
21 at 1012 Nelson Merry St., Nashville, 
according to the company. The shop offers a 
selection of clothing, shoes and accessories. 
615-853-2828. www.shoplagreen.com

  5  Anzie Blue, a shop offering CBD prod-
ucts, opened Nov. 30 at 4239 Harding 

Studio near Belle Meade. 615-964-7949. 
www.puresweatsaunastudio.com

  8  Paradise Park Trailer Resort reopened 
Dec. 7 on the lower level of Downtown Sport-
ing Club, 411 Broadway, Nashville. Strategic 
Hospitality owners Benjamin and Max Gold-
berg, who closed Paradise Park in July 2018 in 
preparation for Downtown Sporting Club, an-
nounced in November their plans to reopen 
the bar and restaurant. 615-271-4395. 
www.downtownsportingclub.com

  9  Big Machine Distillery and Tavern
opened in mid-October in Berry Hill at 
2824 Bransford Ave., Nashville. The distill-
ery offers coffee, food, craft cocktails and 
live music. www.bigmachinevodka.com

  10  Ludlow’s Gumbo Bar & Steak
opened in November at 2403 12th Ave. S., 
Nashville. The owners of Brentwood-based 
restaurant Ludlow & Prime announced in 
late September they would be taking over 
the space formerly home to chicken restau-
rant The Flipside. Ludlow’s Gumbo Bar & 
Steak offers gumbo, seafood, steaks and 
other dishes. 615-292-9299. 
www.facebook.com/gumbobar12south

COMING SOON

  11  Educational supply shop Lakeshore 
Learning Store is opening a location in 
spring 2020 at 21 White Bridge Road, Nash-
ville, according to the company’s website. 
Lakeshore Learning Store, which sells edu-
cational materials for children up to the age 
of 11, has more than 60 locations in the U.S. 
800-428-4414. www.lakeshorelearning.com

  12  Boutique hotel chain Graduate Hotel
is accepting reservations for stays begin-
ning Jan. 5 in Midtown at 101 20th Ave. N., 
Nashville, according to the company. The 
12-story, 205-room hotel allows pets and 
features an outdoor pool, a 24-hour fi tness 
center and three on-site bars and restau-
rants, including Cross-Eyed Critters Water-
ing Hole, a karaoke bar with an animatronic 
backup band. 615-551-2700. 
www.graduatehotels.com

IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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 COMPILED BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK
News or questions about Southwest Nashville? 
Email us at swnnews@communityimpact.com.
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The Mall at Green Hills unveiled its new 
wing June 21 and continues to announce 
new openings, including Amazon Books, 
Zara and other shops.

     
NOW OPEN

Amazon Books opened Nov. 22 inside 
The Mall at Green Hills, 2126 Abbott 
Martin Road, Ste. 213, Nashville, 
according to a public relations group 
representing the company. Amazon 
Books, a brick-and-mortar extension 
of Amazon’s website, offers a curated 
selection of bestsellers and new releases 
rated 4 stars and above, according to a 
news release. The store also sells games, 
devices, toys and other “customer favor-
ites.” 629-206-0055. www.amazon.com

Cosmetics company Morphe opened 
Nov. 8 inside The Mall at Green Hills, 2126 
Abbott Martin Road, Nashville, according 
to the company. The shop, which offers 
professional-grade cosmetics and make-
up tools, is located on the lower level 
near Dillard’s. This is the company’s fi rst 
Tennessee location. www.morphe.com

COMING SOON 

Clothing retailer Soft Surroundings will 
open in spring 2020 inside The Mall at 
Green Hills, 2126 Abbott Martin Road, 
Ste. 157, Nashville, according to the com-
pany’s website. The store offers women’s 
clothing and accessories as well as select 

home decor items. A permit fi led with 
Metro Nashville in October shows Soft 
Surroundings will occupy 5,432 square 
feet inside the mall. The company has 
more than 70 locations. 
www.softsurroundings.com

Spain-based retailer Zara is expected to 
open a store next year inside The Mall at 
Green Hills, 2126 Abbott Martin Road, 
Ste. 174, Nashville, according to a building 
permit issued by Metro Nashville and 
signs posted inside the mall. According to 
the permit application, Zara plans to open 
a 36,599-square-foot space. An opening 
date has not been announced. 
www.zara.com

EXPANSIONS

Eyeglasses provider Warby Parker
announced Nov. 19 the company has 
launched Scout by Warby Parker, a daily 
contact lens brand that will be available at 
all WP locations across the U.S., includ-
ing the company’s locations at Edgehill 
Village, 1207 Villa Place, Nashville, and 
inside The Mall at Green Hills at 2126 
Abbott Martin Road, Ste. 142, Nashville, 
which opened earlier this year. The new 
contact lenses will be packaged in thin-
ner, more hygienic packaging and will be 
available in three-month supply packs, 
according to an announcement from the 
company. 615-866-6919 (Edgehill), 
615-806-6111 (The Mall at Green Hills). 
www.warbyparker.com
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THE MALL AT 
GREEN HILLSLOCAL HOT SPOT

RELOCATIONS

 13 Hotbox Fitness, a studio offering 
high-intensity kickboxing workouts, relocat-
ed Oct. 28 from The Gulch at 125 12th Ave. 
S., Nashville, to a new space at Capitol View, 
1006 Nelson Merry St., Nashville. Along 
with kickboxing, Hotbox also offers strength 
training and yoga sessions. 615-881-5795. 
www.hb4.me

EXPANSIONS

 14 Ascension Saint Thomas announced 
Nov. 18 it has entered the fi rst of two con-
struction phases on a new “hospital within a 
hospital” for women and newborn patients 
at Saint Thomas Midtown, 2000 Church 
St., Nashville. The fi rst construction phase, 
which began this fall, will create a new sur-
gery center that will offer specialty surgical 
programs for women, according to a news 
release. The second phase of construction 
will modernize the hospital’s labor and 
delivery program. The space will also house 
a new emergency department designed for 
the care of pregnant women, an obstetrics 
intensive care unit and expanded services 
for the neonatal intensive care unit.
615-284-5555.
www.healthcare.ascension.org

RENOVATIONS

  15  Elliston Place Soda Shop, located at 
2111 Elliston Place, Nashville, announced 
Nov. 15 it had closed for renovation work and 
will reopen for business in 2020. The restau-
rant, which has been in operation since 1939, 
serves meat-and-three options, milkshakes 
and other items. An exact reopening date has 
not been announced. 615-327-1090. 
www.ellistonplacesodashop.com
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Big Machine Distillery and Tavern
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Lifeway Christian Resources

  16  Lifeway Christian Resources
announced in October that Lifeway 
Christian Store at Capitol View, 1 LifeWay 
Plaza, Ste. 30, Nashville, will remain open 
despite the company’s decision to close 
all brick-and-mortar stores nationwide. 
The 4,429-square-foot store underwent 
renovations, including new seating 
areas, expanded spaces for children 
and a larger selection of Bibles, books 
and church supplies, according to the 
company. 615-251-2500. 
www.lifeway.com

CLOSINGS

  17  Hog Heaven, a longstanding 
barbecue eatery near Centennial Park in 
Nashville, closed Nov. 27 after more than 
30 years in business. Owners Katy and 
Andy Garner announced via Facebook on 
Nov. 13 they would be retiring at the end 
of the month and closing the location after 
Thanksgiving. Hog Heaven’s sauces remain 
available for purchase online. 
www.bbqfi ghtclub.com

  18   Women’s clothing retailer Boutique 
Bella closed its location at 2817 West End 
Ave., Ste. 111, Nashville, in late November. 
The shop, which had been open for 19 
years, sold contemporary clothing, jewelry 
and more. 615-467-1471. 
www.facebook.com/boutiquebellanashville

  19  The Harding House, a restaurant 
located on the grounds of the Belle Meade 
Plantation, closed Oct. 28 at 5025 Harding 
Pike, Nashville. The Harding House, which 
offered Southern brunch and lunch dishes, 
opened in 2011. The Belle Meade Planta-
tion announced in late October it will open 
a new concept in 2020.615-356-0501. 
www.bellemeadeplantation.com

169



(615) 383-0171 • mcnuttdentistry.com
3817 Bedford Avenue, Suite 120 • Nashville

A happy, healthy
smile — for life

• Conservative treatment plans according to the 
child’s needs 

• Preventative, restorative, orthodontic, or surgical 
procedures all at one place with the same doctor.

• Recognized leader in aesthetic and durable 
restorations 

• Nurturing approach and service for individuals 
with a wide variety of special needs

The Harlem Globetrotters are returning to Bridgestone Arena for a family-friendly 
basketball show, featuring comedy, slam dunks, trick shots and one-on-one time 
with players. The traveling show’s roster includes Big Easy Lofton, Hi-Lite Bruton, 
TNT Lister and other players. 2 p.m., 7 p.m. $26 and up. Bridgestone Arena, 501 
Broadway. 615-770-2000. www.bridgestonearena.com
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Your ultimate local guide for the months of December and JanuaryTO-DO LIST

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. 
Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the 
print edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

DECEMBER

31 CELEBRATE WITH FAMILY EAR-
LY ON NEW YEAR’S EVE

Families with young children who wish to 

celebrate early on New Year’s Eve can visit 

the Adventure Science Center for its annual 

“Happy Noon Year” party. The event fea-

tures science activities, crafts and a balloon 

drop celebration to ring in the New Year at 

noon. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. $15-$20. Adventure 

Science Center, 800 Fort Negley Blvd., 

Nashville. 615-862-5160. 

www.adventuresci.org

JANUARY

04 THROUGH 05
CHECK OUT BEADS AND 

OTHER JEWELRY AT SHOWCASE
The Fairgrounds Nashville is hosting the In-

tergalactic Bead and Jewelry Show, a two-

day showcase with beads and accessories, 

such as emeralds, rubies, pearls and more, 

according to organizers. The showcase 

features products made by more than 100 

vendors, including Oriental Treasures and 

Spring Street Studios. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $5. 

500 Wedgewood Ave., Nashville. 

888-729-6904. www.beadshows.com

16 THROUGH 18
SEE A MUSICAL PRODUCTION 

AT VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
Vanderbilt Off-Broadway is continuing its 

2019-20 season with a production of “Into 

the Woods.” A Tony-award winning musical 

that has been performed on Broadway as 

well as on the big screen, “Into the Woods” 

tells the story of a couple that crosses paths 

with fairy tale characters, such as Cinder-

ella, Rapunzel and Little Red Riding Hood. 

7:30-10:30 p.m. $5. Ingram Hall, 2400 

Blakemore Ave., Nashville. 

615-322-7311. www.vanderbilt.edu

20 WORTH THE TRIP
MARCH IN HONOR OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING JR.
The Interdenominational Ministers 

Fellowship hosts a ceremonial march 

honoring Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. that 

will take participants from Jefferson Street 

Missionary Baptist Church to the Gentry 

Center at Tennessee State University. 

MSNBC host Joy-Ann Reid will serve as 

the 31st annual event’s keynote speaker. 

10 a.m. Free. Jefferson Street Missionary 

Baptist Church, 2708 Jefferson St., Nash-

ville (Parade start).

 www.mlkdaynashville.com
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Voted the #1 Catholic High School in the Nashville area. 
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TIRE &
AUTO
SERVICE
WHILE YOU WAIT:
• FREE WIFI
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midas6008.com

EUROPEAN • DOMESTIC • ASIAN • DIESEL & HYBRIDS

SERVICES
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 CONVERTER
• BRAKES
• TIRES
 & BALANCING
• ALIGNMENT
• BATTERIES

• SHOCKS
 & STRUTS
• ELECTRICAL
• DIAGNOSTIC
• AIR
 CONDITIONING
• CHECK ENGINE
• OIL CHANGES

6015 HIGHWAY 100 | 615.353.5666
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm; Saturday 7am-4pm

6008 CHARLOTTE PIKE | 615.356.6367
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FREE BRAKE EVALUATIONS
FREE TIRE ROTATION
WITH OIL CHANGE SPECIALS AT LEFT!

FLEETS WELCOME

TIRES
BRIDGESTONE • COOPER • FIRESTONE
• GOODYEAR • BF GOODRICH • MICHELIN

LIFETIME BRAKE PADS
LIFETIME BRAKE SERVICE
FROM$189.99

Nationwide Warranty: We beat any competitors’ written estimate for brake service 
(Estimate must be legitimate business estimate)

OIL CHANGE/ MAINTENANCE PACKAGE

$32.95 $69

$39 $99
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Oil Change*

Synthetic
Oil Change*

High Mileage 
Oil Change

Diesel Trucks
(12 qts)

Up to 5 qts of oil and new oil fi lter | Check under hood fl uid 
levels | Complete Courtesy Check | Includes Tire Rotation
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Ring in the New Year at Jack Daniel’s Music City Midnight, Nashville’s free New 
Year’s Eve celebration. The 11th annual event features a music note drop at mid-
night, a fi reworks show and performances by Keith Urban, Jason Isbell and the 400 
Unit, and others.

Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park, 600 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville

        

Your ultimate local guide for the months of December and January

GO TO A STUDENT-LED ROCK SHOW

NEW YEAR’S EVE IN NASHVILLE

JAN. 5

A GUIDE TO:

COMPILED BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK

THINGS TO DO
The gates to Bicentennial Capitol Mall 
State Park open at 4 p.m. Dec. 31, 
followed by live entertainment and 

other activities.

In addition to Urban’s headlin-
ing performance, other artists 
slated to perform include the 

Struts, Amanda Shires, Bren Joy, Kalie 
Shorr, DJ Dave Aude and the Fisk Jubi-
lee Singers. DJ Case Bloom will perform 
a set after the gates open at 4 p.m.

Food trucks and drink 
vendors will be on-site with 
items available for purchase.

For the second year, a 16-
foot tall music note will be 
dropped from a 140-foot 

tall tower at midnight. The music note 
features video boards and more than 
13,000 LED pixels, according to the 
Nashville Convention and Visitors 
Corp.

THINGS TO KNOW

Attendance
Last year, 175,000-200,000 people 
attended the New Year’s Eve event, 
up from 100,000 people in 2017, ac-
cording to the NCVC. Around 200,000 
people are expected to attend this 
year’s celebration.

Parking
Lane and street closures are expected 
to be announced during the last week 
of December. A full list of closures as 
well as ride-share pickup and drop-off 
locations will be available at 
www.visitmusiccity.com.

Items to leave at home
Prohibited items include chairs, 
coolers, drones, fi reworks, fl ags, laser 
pointers, outside food and beverages, 
knives, weapons, skateboards and 
video cameras. A full list is available at 
www.visitmusiccity.com.

Students enrolled in The School of 
Rock, a performance-based music 
school with locations in Nashville and 
Franklin, are taking the stage at the Ry-
man Auditorium to perform a selection 
of songs from the school’s upcoming 
performance season, including music 
originally performed by The Beatles, 
Pink Floyd and the Rolling Stones as 
well as various funk, indie and ‘90s-era 
selections. Proceeds from Rockin’ the 
Ryman will benefi t the Green Hills-
based nonprofi t Learning Matters, 
according to The School of Rock. 7 
p.m. $12-$52. Ryman Auditorium, 116 
Fifth Ave. N., Nashville. 615-889-3060. 
www.ryman.com
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JEWELERS

HILLSBORO 
PIKE

WOODMONT BLVD.

ABBOTT MARTIN RD.

Grace’s Plaza, Second Floor
4009 Hillsboro Pike, Suite 212 
Nashville, TN 37215

615-385-1212 | ejsain.com

Since 1902

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered 
through Silver Oak Securities, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, 

(A Tennessee-based broker/dealer) PortfolioIA and 
Silver Oak Securities, Inc. are separate entities

Portfolio Investment Advisors
Retirement planning for you

Andy Martin, author of the award winning 
Dollarlogic: A Six-Day Plan to Achieving Higher 

Investment Returns by Conquering Risk

Call 615-320-1720 or 
email amartin@portfolioIA.com

PortfolioIA 3100 West End Ave. Suite 930 
Nashville TN 37203
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repairs and more on preventative 
maintenance, according to a release 
from TDOT. 

“These transit agencies provide ser-
vices in 91 of Tennessee’s 95 counties, 
and they play a vital role in providing 
transportation to jobs, schools, and 
medical appointments,” TDOT Com-
missioner Clay Bright said in a release. 
“I’m proud TDOT could partner with 
these entities to successfully compete 
for these funds.”

Because the grant requires a local 
funding match, TDOT will provide 
25% of funding and local transit 
agencies will provide 10%, with the 
remaining 65% coming from federal 
funds. 

In Nashville, public transit services 
include WeGo Public Transit and the 
Music City Star; MCS provides transit 
to many areas, including Lebanon, Mt. 
Juliet and Donelson.

TDOT receives $16.2M in transit funding
The Tennessee Department of Trans-

portation announced Nov. 26 it has 
received a $16.2 million grant from the 
U.S. Department of Transportation to 
help fund the purchase of new buses 
and transit vehicles. 

According to TDOT, funds from the 
Buses and Bus Facilities Program 
grant will go toward the purchase 
of 25 new buses and 279 demand 
response vehicles, which are used for 
smaller groups of riders and do not 
operate on � xed routes. In Tennessee, 
about 54% of transit vehicles used 
across the state are past their useful 
lives; the funds will allow TDOT to 
reduce that percentage to 31%. 

The state coordinated with the Ten-
nessee Public Transportation Asso-
ciation as well as with local entities 
to apply for funds. The funding will 
allow TDOT to focus less on short-term 

BY WENDY STURGES

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

The bulk of the $152.9 million I-440 
project began in March and is expect-
ed to be completed by July 31, 2020, 
according to the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation. The project 
will replace deteriorating concrete 
pavement with asphalt, widen the 
I-440 bridge over I-65 and upgrade 
the entire roadway to three lanes in 
each direction. Until August 2020, 
travel along I-440 will be restricted to 
two lanes in each direction. A weekend 
closure of the I-440 bridge over I-65 is 
expected in spring 2020.

Timeline: fall 2018-summer 2020 

Cost: $152.9 million

Funding source: TDOT

HOW IT WORKS 
WHEN ARE CONDUCTORS REQUIRED TO SOUND TRAIN HORNS 
AT A RAILROAD CROSSING?
Federal law sets various requirements 
in regard to train and railroad opera-
tions in Tennessee, including how often 
and when trains have to blow their 
horns. For example, train operators 
are required to sound their horns at 
least 15 seconds—but no more than 20 
seconds—before they approach a public 
road crossing, according to the Federal 
Railroad Administration. 

Residents may also wonder why con-
ductors are required to blow their horns 

when there are already automatic warn-
ing signals at the intersection. 

State and federal law requires engineers 
to blow their train’s horn as it approach-
es and goes through the intersection to 
alert approaching traffi c. According to 
the Tennessee Department of Transpor-
tation, a driver of a car is 20 times more 
likely to be killed in a collision with a 
train than if they were in a collision with 
another car.

ONGOING PROJECT
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I-440 RECONSTRUCTION

Backing buses
The Tennessee Department of Transportation 
has been awarded $16.2 million to replace 
transit vehicles that are past their useful lives. 

SOURCE: TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

25
new buses

279
demand response 
vehicles
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as well, particularly those that rely on 
drivers to carry out business. 

“Congestion is problematic for 
people driving to and from work, but 
congestion also puts a great economic 
chokehold on a lot of businesses,” Lee 
said. “I used to run a company that 
had 500 vehicles. When they sit in 
traffic … potentially sitting in traffic for 
10, 20, 30 [minutes to] an hour more 
than they should be, and you start 
multiplying those numbers out on 
businesses, it has profound negative 
impact on our businesses as well.”

Following several months of 
community engagement, project 
evaluations, planning and drafting, 
the GNRC is expected to adopt the 
updated plan in February 2021.

TRYING TRANSIT

The updated RTP is expected not 
only to have plans for increased 
roadway capacity, but also new ways 
to get people out of their cars and out 
of traffic by encouraging more mass 
transit. WeGo Public Transit CEO 
Steve Bland said the key to increasing 
transit options comes from partnering 
with state agencies as well as local 
communities. 

“I would say in the last three to five 
years, we’ve had more collaboration 
with TDOT and with Metro Public 
Works than we’ve had, frankly, in his-
tory,” Bland said. “Those partnerships 
have to extend really way beyond that 
to other entities with common goals.”

In addition to recommending more 
diverse transportation options, such 
as buses and transit options, the plan 
will also include projects to increase 
mobility for pedestrians and cyclists. 

In addition to the 2021 RTP update, 
the GNRC has also partnered with 
the cities of Franklin, Brentwood 
and Nashville, as well as William-
son, Davidson and Maury counties, 
to launch the South Corridor study, 
which kicked off earlier this year. The 
$1 million study will examine if mass 
transit options could be utilized along 
I-65, Franklin Road and the CSX rail-
way. Following months of public out-
reach, the study is expected to have 
recommendations to present in early 
2020, according to Michelle Lacewell, 
deputy director and chief communica-
tions officer for the GNRC.

Officials said the answer to Nash-
ville’s transportation woes will not lie 
with just one agency and could come 
in the form of regional partnerships. 

“We have to have a much bigger 
strategy than just funding, the mainte-
nance and keeping up with our bridges 
and highways. We have to think big, 
and that’s what this is about,” Lee said. 
“But we can’t do it independently. No 
independent agency can do that. And 
the only way that’s going to happen is 
if all of the region’s leaders around this 
subject come together.”

TRANSPORTATION

Planning for long-term transportation 
solutions underway in Nashville area

Traffic and congestion are at the top 
of the list of concerns surrounding 
growth in the Greater Nashville area, 
and with more residents projected to 
move to the area in the future, Nash-
ville’s leaders are planning now to 
accommodate them. 

State, city and local officials gath-
ered Oct. 30 to kick off a project to 
update the Greater Nashville Regional 
Council’s Regional Transportation 
Plan, which seeks to make recom-
mendations for how Nashville and 
surrounding cities should approach 
transportation projects through 2040.

The GNRC introduced the RTP in 
2016 as an outline of recommen-
dations for $8.5 billion in expected 
federal funding for regional trans-
portation projects for the area over 25 
years. The GNRC is made up of city 
leaders, transportation agencies and 
state officials, all chosen to determine 
transportation solutions for the area. 

The kickoff event featured remarks 
from a number of area leaders, includ-
ing Gov. Bill Lee, officials with WeGo 
Public Transit and the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation.   

“The reason we get to address this 
challenge is because of the unique 
situation we find ourselves in of great 
prosperity economically in this region, 
[as the] 11th-fastest growing major met-
ropolitan area in the country,” Lee said. 
“We provide more opportunity for folks 
in our region when we have this kind 
of growth. But it does come at a risk. 
If we don’t lead in ways that we have a 
responsibility to lead in, then we risk 
that continued opportunity.” 

PROJECT UPDATE

The 2021 update to the RTP will 
take place over the next year, accord-
ing to the GNRC. The RTP is updated 
every five years to account for growth, 
funding and emerging technologies, 
according to the GNRC.

According to the GNRC, by 2040, 
the region will see an estimated 76% 
increase in population, which will con-
tribute to 86% more roadway volume, 
26% slower traffic speeds and 113% 
more time spent in cars for commuters. 

Lee said besides costing residents 
their time in traffic, congestion in the 
area is ultimately costly for businesses 

BY WENDY STURGES

With thousands of people expected to 
move to Nashville and its surrounding 
areas over the next 20 years, the Greater 
Nashville Regional Council projects 
transportation conditions in the Greater 
Nashville area will worsen over time. 

The Greater Nashville Regional Council’s 2040 plan will outline recommendations for 
transportation planning over the next 20 years. Over the next 20 years, the Nashville 
area is expected to receive $8.5 billion from the federal government through 
transportation grants. Local and state funds will also go toward costs. The GNRC has made 
recommendations in past plans for how some of the money should be spent.

Compounding congestion

Funding recommendations

The Greater Nashville Regional Council has 
begun planning for its 2021 update to the 
Regional Transportation Plan. The new RTP 
is scheduled to be complete in 2021.

October 2019
Public launch of plan update, call 
for projects issued

Summer 2020
First draft of 2021 plan to be 
released

Fall 2020
Second draft of 2021 plan to be 
released

February 2021
Scheduled adoption of 2021 plan

SOURCE: GREATER NASHVILLE REGIONAL COUNCIL 2016-40 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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$1.2B

$3.2B

$2.7B
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transportation 
projects

Expands access for 
walking and biking

in safety 
improvements

Includes intersec-
tion and roadway 

improvements

in local and regional 
transit options 
Includes funding for preven-
tative maintenance, transit 
programs and rural services

v regional transit projects 
Includes funding for dedicated lanes 
for transit along regional corridors

in roadway expansions 
Includes expanding roadways 
to accommodate higher capac-
ity for cars as well as pedestri-
ans and cyclists

in interstate improvements 
Includes funding to improve in-
terchanges and add dedicated 
carpool and transit lanes

$916M

Now

2040

33.2

33,000

49M

daily transit trips

miles traveled on major 
roadways each day

1.7M
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24
minutes spent 
traveling each 

day, on average vehicle 
miles 

traveled 
per person 

per day

Project timeline

more people to be added 
to the Nashville region

increase in roadway 
volume

slower traffic speeds

increase in miles traveled 
on congested routes

increase in time spent 
in car

76%

86%

26%

162%

113%
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CITY & SCHOOLS News from Metro Nashville, Metro Nashville Public Schools and Belle Meade

 METRO NASHVILLE  An ordinance 
indefinitely deferred Nov. 19 by the 
Metro Nashville Council would have 
banned most types of aerial adver-
tising. District 17 Council Member 
Colby Sledge, who sponsored the 
ordinance, said he is awaiting the 
outcome of a federal bill introduced 
by Sens. Lamar Alexander and 
Marsha Blackburn that would allow 
temporary flight restrictions for 
stadium events.

 METRO NASHVILLE  An ordinance 
introduced at the Nov. 19 Metro 
Nashville Council meeting seeks to 
add minimum distance requirements 
for new, non-owner-occupied, 
short-term rental properties oper-
ating within 100 feet of churches, 
day cares, parks and schools. The 
ordinance is deferred to the Feb. 4 
meeting.

 METRO NASHVILLE  Mayor Cooper 
announced in November former 
District 31 Council Member Fabian 
Bedne is now serving in the Mayor’s 
Office as a planner focused on neigh-
borhood infrastructure.

CITY HIGHLIGHTSMayor Cooper announces teacher pay study for Metro Nashville schools
 METRO NASHVILLE  Mayor John Cooper 
announced Nov. 12 the launch of a 
new study on teacher compensation 
at Metro Nashville Public Schools.

The study, commissioned by the 
Nashville Mayor’s Office in partner-
ship with Metro Nashville Public 
Schools and the Nashville Public 
Education Foundation, will be con-
ducted by consulting firm ERS Group, 
according to a news release.

“This study will help us under-
stand how we can better attract and 
retain teachers through the creation 
and implementation of a strategic 
long-term compensation strategy,” 
Mayor Cooper said in the release. “It 
will also develop concrete options for 
the school board and [MNPS Interim 
Director Adrienne] Battle to con-
sider as we work together to improve 
teacher pay and address the problems 
of the current teacher pay schedule.”

The study, which is expected to 
be finished in February, will provide 
guidance for the upcoming budget 
process for fiscal year 2020-21, accord-
ing to Cooper. It will also highlight 

teacher attraction and retention chal-
lenges at MNPS.

“Our pay scale has not kept pace 
with the rising cost of living in Nash-
ville, making it more difficult to recruit 
or retain great teachers and staff,” 
Battle said in the release. “I’m grateful 
for Mayor Cooper’s attention to this 
issue and look forward to reviewing 
the results of this study.”

Cooper announced Nov. 26 his plan 
to give Metro Nashville Public Schools 
teachers a 3% cost-of-living raise 
beginning in January, seeing through 
a commitment made in July by former 
mayor David Briley. 

According to Cooper, the majority 
of the $7.5 million in funding needed 
for the raises will be sourced from the 
school district’s fund balance, while 
the remaining $2.5 million will come 
from the Metro Development and 
Housing Agency.

“Providing our educators with the 
pay structure they deserve is a key 
element to giving our students an out-
standing education,” Cooper said.

$70K

$60K

$50K

$40K $45,629
$48,801

$63,547

$0
0 10 20

TEACHER’S SALARY SCALE
WITH A MASTER’S DEGREE

Years of experience

PROJECTING 
PAYCHECKS
The 28-step pay schedule in place at MNPS 
does not provide all teachers with regular 
pay increases, according to the district. 
Under the current payment plan, a teacher 
with a master’s degree can earn $66,412 
after 27 years as an MNPS employee.

SOURCE: METRO NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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News from Metro Nashville, Metro Nashville Public Schools and Belle Meade

Metro Nashville Public 
Schools approves 2020-
21 district calendar
 METRO NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
Students will return to class for the 
first day of the 2020-21 school year 
Aug. 4, according to the district calen-
dar approved by the board of educa-
tion Nov. 12. The last day of school will 
be May 25, 2021.

Although the calendar is similar to 
that of the 2019-20 school year, the 
district’s calendar committee included 
additional paid days in August for 
support staff as well as two off-days 
for primary and general elections Aug. 
6 and Nov. 3. Teachers and administra-
tive staff will report to work on those 
days, according to the calendar. 

“Teachers will be in the buildings 
on those days without the security 
of a locked door, which is a concern 
for some, but if the [Metro Nashville 
Education Association] has completely 
supported this calendar, I’m OK with 
it,” board member Jill Speering said at 
the meeting.

Metro Nashville Council meets 
Jan. 7 and Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
David Scobey Council Chamber at 
the Metro Council building, 1 Public 
Square, Nashville. 615-862-6780. 
www.nashville.gov/Metro-Council

Metro Nashville Public Schools 
meets Jan. 14 at 5 p.m. at the MNPS 
Administration Building, 2601 
Bransford Ave., Nashville. 
615-259-4636. www.mnps.org

Belle Meade Board of 
Commissioners meets Jan. 15 at 
4 p.m. at City Hall, 4705 Harding 
Road, Nashville. 615-297-6041. 
www.citybellemeade.org

Berry Hill Board of 
Commissioners meets Jan. 13 at 
7 p.m. at City Hall, 698 Thompson 
Lane, Nashville. 615-292-5531. 
www.berryhilltn.org

Forest Hills Board of 
Commissioners meets Jan. 16 at 
5 p.m. at City Hall, 6300 Hillsboro 
Pike, Nashville. 615-372-8677. 
www.cityofforesthills.com

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_swn

MEETINGS

City of Belle Meade names new hires, promotion
 BELLE MEADE  The city of Belle 
Meade announced Nov. 18 the hiring 
of two new staff members as well as 
a forthcoming internal promotion.

Lyle Patterson, the city’s director 
of building and zoning, is slated to 
take on additional responsibilities as 
the assistant city manager beginning 
in January, according to city officials.

The two new hires are Finance and 
Human Resources Director Leigh 
Mills and City Recorder Edie Glaser.

As the new finance and human 
resources director, Mills is responsi-
ble for overseeing the city’s finances, 
including the preparation and 
maintenance of the annual operating 
budget and other forms of financial 
documentation, according to the 
city. Mills previously served 10 years 
as the finance director for the Ten-
nessee School Boards Association, 
according to city officials.

“I have 20 years experience in 
public accounting, 10 years in 
nonprofit accounting for the Tennes-
see School Boards Association and 
three years with the Scarritt Bennett 

Center,” Mills said 
the Nov. 20 meet-
ing. “For the last 13 
years, I’ve served as 
finance director for 
those nonprofits.”

Glaser, the new 
city recorder, 
oversees the processing, billing and 
collection of property taxes and 
stormwater fees as well as maintains 
official city records and provides 
assistance to other staff members 
and commissioners.

Prior to the hiring of Mills and 
Glaser, Aspen Collins served as the 
city’s finance director and assistant 
city manager; Charlotte Hunter 
was employed as the city recorder. 
Collins and Hunter have since been 
hired by the city of Forest Hills as 
city manager and executive assis-
tant, respectively.

Patterson, who will retain his cur-
rent position, will assume respon-
sibilities as assistant city manager 
effective Jan. 1. Mills and Glaser have 
started in their new positions.

COMPILED BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK

Lyle Patterson



Get the care that’s right for you at Ascension Saint Thomas. 
Check in online, anytime, for express and emergency care. 
Schedule online for routine care with an Ascension doctor. 
And see a doctor online 24/7 — from wherever you are — 
with Ascension Online Care. 

Find it all at GetSTHealthcare.com

CALENDAR in 1hr

ALERT: Migraine in 1 Hour

24

No matter what pops up, 
getting care has never 
been easier 

© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.

Online Care   |   Walk-In Care   |   ER Check-In   |   Primary Care

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12



Southwest Nashville edition • December 2019 13

the executive director and another person 
in a leadership role at each organization. 
Oasis Center last received the award from 
Bank of America in 2007.

Vanderbilt University honors former 
chancellor with new residential building
Vanderbilt University announced Nov. 8 
it is naming one of its newest residential 
colleges in honor of Chancellor Emeritus 
Nicholas S. Zeppos, who stepped down 
Aug. 15 after more than a decade of service 
as the university’s eighth chancellor. Now 
under construction at the corner of West 
End Avenue and 25th Avenue South, the 
Nicholas S. Zeppos College is scheduled 
to open in 2020. Metro Nashville Council 
adopted a resolution at the Aug. 6 meeting 
recognizing Zeppos’ accomplishments at 
Vanderbilt University dating back to 1987, 
when he became an associate professor at 
the university’s law school. Zeppos will now 
serve as a distinguished professor of law 
and political science.

SOUTH BROADWAY

Nashville to host U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships
Nashville will host the 2022 U.S. Figure Skat-
ing Championships at Bridgestone Arena, 
501 Broadway, Nashville, according to an 
Oct. 30 announcement from the Nashville 
Sports Council. The 2022 Championships, 
set for Jan. 3-9, 2022, is the fi nal qualifying 
event leading up to the nomination of the 
U.S. Olympic Figure Skating team that will 
compete at the 2022 Winter Olympics in Bei-
jing. “Nashville is once again excited to host 
the U.S. Figure Skating Championships,” 
Mayor John Cooper said in the announce-
ment. “The 2022 Toyota U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships will be held on the 25th 
anniversary of the 1997 U.S. Figure Skating 
Championship, which was the fi rst sporting 
event in the Bridgestone Arena.”

12 SOUTH

New mural highlights Nashville Zoo 
exhibit
The Nashville Zoo commissioned a new 
mural in 12 South in conjunction with its 
ongoing Sumatran tiger exhibit, according 
to a Nov. 18 announcement from the zoo. 
The music-themed mural, located at Taque-
ria del Sol and TRIM Nashville’s north-fac-
ing wall, features a tiger roaring into a 
microphone. Kate Johns, a multimedia 
designer for the Nashville Zoo, collaborat-
ed with muralist Stephen Sloan, who used 
spray paint and custom stencils to create 
the project, the release said. The Sumatran 
tiger exhibit, which features two four-year-
old tigers named Huntley and Frances, 
opened to the public in April.

BELLE MEADE

Draft design guidelines near 
completion 
The Belle Meade Historic Zoning Commis-
sion—formed by the Belle Meade Board 
of Commissioners in August— met Nov. 
25 for a planning meeting about a set of 
design guidelines on home demolitions 
and construction. One proposed guideline 
suggests that homes 50 years or older will 
need to have approval from the commis-
sion before demolitions or additions can 

occur, while another proposed guideline 
suggests there could also be rules for 
homes of historic signifi cance, or homes 
that the commission designates as signif-
icant to the community. The soonest the 
draft guidelines could be approved by city 
commissioners is Dec. 18, which occurred 
after press time. The Historic Zoning Com-
mission accepted public comments at the 
Dec. 10 meeting. 

BERRY HILL

Commissioners approve policy for 
accepting gifts, donations
The Berry Hill Board of Commissioners 
adopted a pair of ordinances in October 
that create a policy for the acceptance of 
donations and other gifts for city use. The 
fi rst ordinance, Res. 126-2019, establishes a 
uniform policy for accepting donations and 
gifts, which are defi ned by the policy as items 
such as automobiles, bonds, cash, real estate 
and other items of value. According to the 
ordinance, city offi cials are not permitted to 
accept any item of value for the city until a 
cost-benefi t analysis is conducted and the 
gift is approved by the board of commission-
ers. The second ordinance, Res. 127-2019, 
allows the mayor and commissioners to 
accept donations and gifts pursuant to the 
fi rst ordinance. Both ordinances were signed 
into law Oct. 29 by Mayor Greg Mabey.

MIDTOWN

Nonprofi t marks 125 years in Nashville
Metro Nashville Council approved a resolu-
tion at the Nov. 19 meeting recognizing the 
125th anniversary of the Bethlehem Centers 
of Nashville at 1417 Charlotte Ave., Nashville. 
Since its founding in 1894, Bethlehem 
Centers of Nashville has provided care, edu-
cation and other services to at-risk children 
and seniors, according to the ordinance 
sponsored by At-Large Council Member 
Sharon Hurt and District 19 Council Member 
Freddie O’Connell. To mark the organiza-
tion’s 100th anniversary in 1994, Bethlehem 
Centers of Nashville received a historical 
exhibit at the Tennessee State Museum as 
well as a historical marker approved by the 
Tennessee Historical Commission.

Oasis Center receives $200,000 grant
Oasis Center and the Nashville State Com-
munity College Foundation are Nashville’s 
2019 recipients of the Bank of America 
Neighborhood Builders Award, according 
to a Nov. 15 announcement from the bank-
ing company. Oasis Center, located at 1704 
Charlotte Ave., Ste. 200, Nashville, received 
the award for its commitment to providing 
a variety of programs for at-risk and home-
less youth, the announcement said. Both 
organizations will receive a $200,000 grant 
as well as a year of leadership training for 
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A new mural in 12 South highlights 
an exhibit at the Nashville Zoo.
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Vanderbilt University announced the 
name for its new residence hall.
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COMPILED BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK

HAVE AN UPDATE TO SHARE ABOUT YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD? LET US KNOW AT 
SWNNEWS@COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM.
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Margi’s Chair and Chair Alike

2205 Bandywood Drive, Nashville

615-463-3322

www.margischair.com

Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 1-5 p.m., closed 
Sun.-Mon.
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1: After working in interior design for several years, 
owner Margi Hargrove opened Margi’s Chair and 
Chair Alike in August 2009 as a way to consult with 
customers who want unique items for their homes. 
2: According to Hargrove, the store offers thou-
sands of fabrics for customers to choose from when 
deciding what style is best for them. 3: In addition 
to furniture, Margi’s Chair and Chair Alike sells 
pillows, mirrors and other decorative items.

BUSINESS FEATURE

 W hen helping customers furnish their 
homes, Margi Hargrove, owner of Margi’s 

Chair and Chair Alike, said she is in the business 
of breaking the rules.

“I’ve always believed that a person’s home 
should re� ect their personal expression,” Hargrove 
said. “To � nd that perfect sofa or chair, you have to 
forget about the latest trends and think, ‘Will this 
chair make me happy?’”

As the shop’s only employee, Hargrove said she 
has devoted the last decade to curating her store in 
Green Hills with one-of-a-kind decor and furni-
ture. Although the shop is � lled with sofas, lamps, 
pillows, bed frames, wall decor and other items for 
the home, she said what customers see on the � oor 
is only a fraction of her overall inventory.

However, once a particular item leaves the store, 
she said customers will always see a new piece of 
furniture in its place.

“When something leaves the store, I go to my 
warehouse and replace it with something com-
pletely di� erent,” Hargrove said. “I want clients 
to leave with an item 100% unique to them, not 
something they would � nd in a showroom or at 
their neighbor’s house. If they don’t like one fab-
ric, we can swap it out for another.”

With more than 20 years of interior design 
experience, Hargrove said she advises clients to 
prioritize high-quality, comfortable items that will 
hold up for years. From there, she said homeown-
ers can either reupholster the piece or decorate it 
with new pillows.

“Furniture is an investment, so you’re not 
buying a sofa that is going to last two years; 
you’re buying a sofa that’s going to last 20 years,” 
Hargrove said. “If you get tired of it by then, have it 
recovered. It still has good and sturdy bones.”

BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCK

Margi’s Chair and 
Chair Alike
Green Hills furniture store 
offers long-lasting pieces
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Know your fabrics

Natural

Synthetic

Natural fabrics include upholstery made with 
natural fi bers, such as cotton or other plant- or 
animal-derived products, while synthetic fabrics 
are artifi cially made. Here are a few examples of 
each type of fabric.

Leather

Microfi ber Nylon Olefi n Polyester

Linen Silk Wool

“FURNITURE IS AN 
INVESTMENT, SO YOU’RE NOT 
BUYING A SOFA THAT IS GOING 
TO LAST TWO YEARS; YOU’RE 
BUYING A SOFA THAT’S GOING 
TO LAST 20 YEARS.”

–MARGI HARGROVE, OWNER OF 
MARGI’S CHAIR AND CHAIR ALIKE
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DINING FEATURE

Chateau West

3408 West End Ave., Nashville

615-432-2622

www.chateauwestrestaurant.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

 M ore than a decade a� er Huseyin Ustunkaya 
opened a Turkish restaurant, Anatolia, with 

his brother, Harun, in 2003, a structure o�  I-440 
on West End Avenue suitable for a second eatery 
captured his attention.

Ustunkaya said he was drawn to the building’s 
peaked roof, and a� er several months of renova-
tions, he began serving French cuisine at Chateau 
West in February 2014.

“The building kind of looked like a chateau but, 
of course, much smaller,” Ustunkaya said. “It went 
through quite the transformation from a Japanese 
restaurant that served sushi to � ne dining.”

Chateau West is open for lunch, dinner and 
weekend brunch and o� ers a fusion of classic 
French and American dishes in an “elevated” 
space.

From starters and salads to main entrees, the 
dinner menu at Chateau West expands from the 
lunch menu to include additional meat, seafood 
and vegetable options. However, before diners 
jump into the main course, Ustunkaya said he 
recommends parties start o�  with one of several 
varieties of fondue, foie gras or another appetizer.

For Chateau West’s chateaubriand—a dish 
typically shared between two guests—a cen-
ter-cut � let is carved and served table-side along 
with seasonal vegetables, roasted potatoes and a 
traditional sauce made with clari� ed butter, egg 
yolk and white wine vinegar, Ustunkaya said. 
Other main courses include grilled sea bass served 
whole; spiced lamb rack; and roasted duck breast.

BY DYLAN SKYE AYCOCKChateau West
West End restaurant serves classic French cuisine

Owner Huseyin Ustunkaya opened Chateau West 
in 2014. 
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“PEOPLE CAN ENJOY 
CLASSIC FRENCH 
FOOD WITHOUT 
LEAVING MUSIC CITY.”

On the lunch menu, guests will � nd smaller 
portions as well as lunch-only options, such as 
the deep dish quiche of the day, a pulled duck 
con� t sandwich and a croque monsieur—a ham 
sandwich that can become a croque madame 
when topped with a fried egg. The menu also o� ers 
lighter choices, such as French onion soup and 
various salads.

Ustunkaya said he has always envisioned Cha-
teau West as being a place where both locals and 
tourists can experience � ne dining similar to what 
one might � nd in Bordeaux, a city in southwestern 
France.

“People can enjoy classic French food without 
leaving Music City,” Ustunkaya said.

The goat cheese and roasted beet salad ($9) is served 
with fried goat cheese fritters and roasted beets.

The restaurant’s croque madame ($12) is a ham 
sandwich coated with a white roux and topped with 
a fried egg.

Chateau West is located off of I-440 on West End 
Avenue. 

–HUSEYIN USTUNKAYA, OWNER OF CHATEAU WEST

French onion soup ($5), served in a cup or bowl, is available for both lunch and dinner.

N
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offi  ce would have intervened sooner 
with the city’s fi nances if not for a per-
sonal grace period granted to Mayor 
John Cooper, Finance Director Kevin 
Crumbo and the newly elected Metro 
Council members, all of whom were 
sworn in Sept. 28 or later.

“It’s really not lost to me that this 
evening is somewhat historic,” Wil-
son said. “I’ve been living in the city of 
Nashville for perhaps longer than any-
one else in this room has been alive. 
I take no pleasure that I’m very likely 
the fi rst Tennessee comptroller ever to 
appear before this body to deliver this 
type of message.” 

HOW THE CITY GOT HERE

In his presentation, Wilson said the 
city is spending more money than it is 
bringing in; it is also relying too oft en 
on nonrecurring revenue to cover its 
operating expenses, based on budget 
data dating back to 2013, he said. 

The $41.5 million defi cit identifi ed 
by the comptroller’s offi  ce stems from 
two nonrecurring revenue sources that 
are not yet approved—the outsourcing 
of the city’s on-street parking and the 
sale of the city’s downtown energy 
system in Rolling Mill Hill—in the cur-
rent operating budget prepared by for-
mer Mayor David Briley and approved 
June 18 by the Metro Council. With 
Cooper vocally opposed to selling the 
city’s parking and offi  cials questioning 
whether the city will sell the energy 
system, Wilson said both sources of 
funds are unlikely to go through. 

Although Metro Nashville’s general 
fund revenues increased nearly 26% 
since 2013—from $875 million to $1.1 
billion—the city’s expenditures have 

increased more than 32% in the same 
time span, according to Wilson. The 
city’s debt service funds have more 
than doubled since 2013 and now total 
$336.9 million, with less than 91% of 
cash on hand for the city to cover its 
debt payments.

“Cash has decreased 91%, and 
despite all this wonderful growth and 
this booming economy, we have a 
Metro government that is cash-poor,” 
Wilson said. “We see that nonrecurring 
revenue is being used to pay debt, and 
that really gets me concerned.” 

Wilson also highlighted Metro Nash-
ville’s historically low property tax 
rate, which has not been raised since 
2012. Because property values have 
increased 37% across Nashville since 
home values were last appraised in 
2017, the tax rate was adjusted down-
ward that same year from $4.51 in the 
urban services district to $3.15. 

Metro Council narrowly avoided a 
property tax increase in both of the 
last two budget cycles, leaving David-
son County’s property tax rate the 
lowest among the state’s four metro-
politan areas. Shelby County, which 
faced a similar fi nancial warning from 
the comptroller’s offi  ce in 2013, has the 
highest rate in the state for the city of 
Memphis, according to Wilson.

“In the past, the city would typically 
vote to exceed that tax-neutral rate to 
refl ect the higher property values, but 
in 2017, the administration and the 
[Metro] Council decided to leave the 
tax rate at $3.15, and that’s where it 
stands today,” Wilson said. 

Wilson, who stopped short of provid-
ing a recommendation on property tax 
rates, said raising taxes is one way the 
city can increase its revenue long-term. 

Tax trends
One way Metro Nashville could raise revenue to help cover the budget shortfall would 
be to raise the city’s property tax rates, revenue that makes up nearly half of the city’s 
operating budget. Nashville has a tax rate on the lower end compared with other cities 
and counties across the state.

TENNESSEE TAX RATES
$3.15
$4.58
$3.66
$7.25

SOURCES: TENNESSEE STATE COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY, METRO NASHVILLE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Rates for property 
taxes have not been 
raised since 2012 
and saw a large 
decrease in 2017. 
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Why did the property tax rate decrease in 2017?
According to state law, Metro Nashville must reappraise home values every four years. 
In years past, city leaders have adjusted the property tax rate to refl ect the city’s rising 
property values. The city did not raise the rate in 2017.

NOTE: RATES ARE PER $100 ASSESSED HOME VALUE. METRO NASHVILLE RATES ARE FOR THE CITY’S URBAN SERVICES DISTRICT.

NASHVILLE/DAVIDSON COUNTY:

KNOXVILLE/KNOX COUNTY:

FRANKLIN/WILLIAMSON COUNTY:

MEMPHIS/SHELBY COUNTY:

PREPARING THE BUDGET

In the spring, Mayor John Cooper will submit the administration’s proposed 
operating budget for fi scal year 2020-21, which begins July 1.

After holding budget hearings with department representatives and taking 
public comments in June, the budget and fi nance committee will consider 
what changes, if any, it wants to make to the Mayor’s recommended budget. 

If Metro Nashville Council does not approve a substitute budget by June 30, 
the mayor’s budget will become the offi cial budget effective July 1.

Metro Nashville’s charter requires the Mayor’s Offi ce to submit its recommended 
budget ordinance annually to Metro Nashville Council by May 1. The recommended 
budget ordinance requires three readings and must be approved before June 30.

After Metro Nashville Council failed to adopt one of the three substitute budgets 
for fi scal year 2019-20, the mayor’s budget went into effect by default. Here is how 
members voted on the budgets with rate increases ranging from 3.5% to 16.6%.

1

2

3
SOURCE: METRO NASHVILLE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

BUDGET DEBATES

Property tax increase

Submitted by 
Tenaka Vercher

This substitute budget, 
which needed 21 votes 
to pass, received 20 yes 

votes, 18 no votes and one 
abstention.

Substi tute Budget 1

14.9%
Submitted by Bob Medes 

and Anthony Davis

The two sponsors of 
this substitute budget 

pulled the ordinance from 
consideration in support of 

Vercher’s budget.

Substi tute Budget 2

16.6%
Submitted by 
Steve Glover

This substitute budget had 
the lowest proposed rate 
increase and failed with 

only three votes in support 
of the measure.

Subst i tu te Budget 3

3.5%

SOURCE: METRO NASHVILLE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Property tax bills have already been 
issued this budget cycle, and Wilson 
said raising the sales tax rate, which 
has remained at 2.25% since 1989 and 
accounts for 20% of the city’s revenue, 
would require a referendum. Cities 
and counties can levy sales taxes up 
to 2.75%, according to the Tennessee 
Department of Revenue. 

While it is not clear whether city 
leaders will push for a sales tax hike, 
several council members, includ-
ing Budget and Finance Chairperson 
Mendes, continue to voice support for 
a property tax increase for FY 2020-21. 

“Metro Finance is working on both 
this budget and suggestions for the 
upcoming fiscal year’s budget, which 
[Metro Council] will vote on in June,” 
District 17 Council Member Colby 
Sledge said; Sledge serves on the bud-
get and finance committee. “While I 
anticipate a variety of suggestions, I 
expect this council to approve a prop-
erty tax increase. The question now is 
not if—it’s ‘how much.’” 

Mendes, who has proposed budgets 
with property tax increases the last 
two budget cycles, said “not in a mil-
lion years” will the city undergo a gov-
ernment takeover.

“It would be easy to be intimidated 
by the size of the challenge in these sit-
uations … It’s taken years to get here, 
and it’ll take a few years to get out,” 
Mendes said. “While it’s fair for people 
to wonder whether we can fix this, the 
answer is ‘yes.’” 

NEXT STEPS FOR METRO NASHVILLE

On Dec. 11, Crumbo presented to 
Metro Council members a corrective 
action plan—a step ordered by Wilson 
one month earlier—to overcome the 
$41.5 million budget deficit.

The plan, submitted to Wilson on 
Dec. 11 and approved the same day, 
includes previously announced adjust-
ments, including the collection of $12.6 

million in payments in lieu of taxes 
from the Music City Center and $5 mil-
lion in reduced funding for the city’s 
affordable housing program.

The plan also outlines new revenue 
sources such as $10 million in pay-
ments in lieu of taxes from Metro Water 
Services included in the water and 
sewer rate increases approved Dec. 3; 
$3.6 million in debt service reimburse-
ments from the Nashville Convention 
and Visitors Corp.; and $10.3 million 
in other identified cost savings and 
reductions.

Crumbo, who said he initially did 
not expect to have a finalized plan 
until later in the fiscal year, said he was 
directed by Mayor Cooper to “immedi-
ately execute” the corrective actions 
outlined in his plan to ensure prompt 
approval from state officials. 

“As we started the analysis of Met-
ro’s finances and looked at cash flow, 
I was alarmed about the direction we 
were headed,” he said. “As we were 
approaching the Thanksgiving holiday 
… I saw great signs we could bring for-
ward a plan to the comptroller even if 
we had to take this action. It seemed 
like the right 
thing to do.”

If city leaders 
had not devel-
oped a correc-
tive action plan 
before the next 
fiscal year, Wil-
son said state 
officials were 
poised to take 
over the city’s 
finances. Sec-
tion 9-21-403 of the Tennessee code 
grants the comptroller’s office the 
authority to take over financial opera-
tions of any city in the state.

“Let me be clear: The comptroller’s 
office does have the authority to step 
in and determine how you spend your 

money, but none of us want to see that 
happen,” Wilson said. 

However, with nearly six months 
remaining in the current fiscal year, 
Crumbo said the finance department 
is preparing for the upcoming budget 
process for FY 2020-21. In his letter to 
Wilson, Crumbo said he expects the 
Metro Nashville Council to approve the 
next fiscal year’s budget at the begin-
ning of June, as opposed to the end of 
that month, to account for additional 
adjustments.

In his response to Crumbo, Wilson 
urged city officials to adopt a “struc-
turally balanced” budget by June 1 that 
addresses the city’s long-term obliga-
tions, such as the payment of bonds 
and post-employment benefits.

“It should be noted that the pro-
posed actions are no cure for Metro’s 
long-term budget concerns but are 
responsive to immediate financial 
issues,” Wilson said in his letter to 
Crumbo.

At the Nov. 13 meeting, Wilson urged 
council members to 

raise revenue and 
cut spending to 
ensure balanced 
budgets going 
forward.

“The first and 
most important 

responsibility that 
you have is to pass a 
balanced budget each 
year,” Wilson said. 

One of the largest 
questions for Metro 
Nashville is what will 
happen to funding 

commitments already made by the 
city, including a pay raise deal for 
teachers reached earlier this year. 

Following the comptroller’s pre-
sentation, the Metropolitan Nash-
ville Education Association released 
a statement voicing concerns about 

whether teachers would see higher 
paychecks—a 3% raise promised by 
former Mayor Briley in July—beginning 
in January. 

In a Nov. 25 press conference with 
Mayor Cooper, MNPS Interim Director 
of Schools Adrienne Battle and MNPS 
Board Chair Anna Shepherd, Cooper 
confirmed teachers will still see a 3% 
raise in January following approval 
from the school board and Metro 
Council in December. The $7.5 million 
in funding for the raise will be sourced 
from the district’s budget; another 
$2.5 million will be contributed by 
the Metro Development and Housing 
Agency, Cooper said.

“We’re able to do it this year, and this 
is our commitment to make it recurring,” 
Cooper said. “I’m going to need the help 
of all council members and to work with 
the school board going forward to get 
this done now and for the future.”

Earlier in November, Cooper 
announced a new study on teacher 
compensation at MNPS which is 
expected to be finished in February 
and will provide guidance for the 
upcoming budget process for FY 2020-
21, according to Cooper. Crumbo said 
the finance department began meet-
ing with education and public safety 
departments in mid-November to iden-
tify their needs for the next cycle. 

“We’ll be starting very early to talk 
about funding sources [for FY 2020-21] 
and doing things that are thoughtful 
and logical and that are going to make 
sense for the very long term,” Crumbo 
said. “In terms of finding the dollars 
for the future, that’s the task that is 
really in front of us. No concrete plans 
have been made yet.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY 

WENDY STURGES

Community feedback According to results from a citywide citizen’s survey con-
ducted in spring 2018 by Metro Nashville, residents are on 
the fence regarding the quality of leadership provided by the 
city’s elected officials as well as other issues.

Satisfaction with the overall 
quality of leadership 

provided by Metro 
Nashville’s elected officials 

Satisfaction with the 
overall effectiveness of 

Metro departments

Satisfied with overall 
value residents receive for 

local tax dollars and fees

Satisfied with the 
overall quality of Metro 

communication with the 
public

Satisfied with the 
opportunity to engage or 

provide input into decisions 
made by city officials

29%

18%31%

22%

Satisfied Dissatisfied Neutral OtherKey:

31% 32% 31%
16%

9% 19% 12%
22%

43% 30% 38% 28%

17% 19% 19%
34%

SOURCE: METRO NASHVILLE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“While I 
anticipate 
a variety of 
suggestions, 
I expect this 
council to approve a 
property tax increase. 
The question now is not 
if—it’s ‘how much.’”

—DISTRICT 17 COUNCIL MEMBER COLBY SLEDGE
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group of around 10 neighborhood 
associations with a mission to advo-
cate for improvements in his district, 
which stretches from Belle Meade to 
Hillwood and West Meade.

More than 50 residents showed up to 
his fi rst community meeting Nov. 12 at 
Hillwood High School. Druff el said the 
high attendance indicates neighbor-
hood groups in his district share com-
mon concerns and interests.

“I think there are some real oppor-
tunities to get things done here in the 
West Meade area,” Druff el said. “The 
way I look at it, we have to show the 

city who we are and what we need in 
order to become a better and bigger 
voice in the decisions being made. 
There’s strength in numbers.”

In the long term, Druff el said he 
wants to see the group make progress 
toward identifying areas for infrastruc-
ture improvements and creating new 
resources for residents. The short-term 
goal is to recruit more neighbors to fi ll 
committees focused on issues such as 
beautifi cation, education and hospital-
ity, he said.

However, Druff el said it is possi-
ble Metro Nashville’s ongoing budget 
challenges—a $41.5 million shortfall 

identifi ed in the fi scal year 2019-20 bud-
get—may leave funding for future neigh-
borhood projects in jeopardy, even with 
Mayor John Cooper’s stated commitment 
to shift ing the administration’s focus 
from downtown to neighborhoods.

“I know you’re all wondering, ‘Well, 
where is the money to do any of this?’” 
Druff el said at the meeting. “I know it 
might sound crazy, but I think there’s an 
opportunity to make our own money.”

Several neighborhood groups in 
Nashville host events to fund small-
scale projects in their neighborhoods, 
he said. He pointed to the annual home 
hosted by the 12 South Neighborhood 
Association as an example.

“I think we have the ability to gen-
erate our own money and not wait for 
funding from Metro [Nashville],” Druf-
fel said. “At least for the next year, it’s 
going to be a very tight situation fi nan-
cially.”

FUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS

Before large-scale projects, such 
as new sidewalks and intersection 
improvements, reach neighborhoods, 
district council members must submit 
items each year to the city’s capital 
improvements budget, which Druf-
fel described as a “wish list” of infra-
structure projects prioritized over the 
next six years. Projects that cost more 
than $50,000 are considered capital 
improvements.

However, capital improvements are 
not made certainties by being desig-
nated and are dependent on the city’s 
capital spending plan, an ordinance 
granting agencies the authority to spend 
an allotted amount of money for capital 
improvements, according to Director of 
Legislative Aff airs Mike Jameson.

“If the capital improvements budget 
is the menu, the capital spending plan 
is the order given to the chef,” Jameson 
said. “[The spending plan] is what 
actually allocates the money.”

On Nov. 13, Cooper announced he is 
working with At-Large Council Mem-
ber Bob Mendes to reform how city offi  -
cials submit projects for consideration 
in future capital spending plans.

If approved by the Metro Nashville 
Council on third reading Dec. 17, which 
had not occurred as of press time, the 
new rules would require public works 
projects to be fully funded before con-
struction begins.

“I started working in 2016 with 
then-Council Member Cooper to tighten 
the checks and balances on capital 
spending,” Mendes said in a statement. 
“I’m glad to continue that work. This 
new legislation will make the city gov-
ernment provide more and better info 
about the cost of big capital projects.”

Druff el said he submitted three proj-
ects in late October for consideration 
in the FY 2020-21 capital improve-
ments budget, which will be adopted 
by the Metro Council in June. His pro-
posed projects include the installation 
of a boardwalk connecting Hillwood 
High School and West Meade Pool 
and Tennis; a trail at the West Meade 
Waterfall off  Jocelyn Hollow Road; and 
a dog park and playground equipment 
for the park located at the corner of 
Carnavon Parkway and Highway 70.

Although Druff el is uncertain 
whether the projects will be approved 
for the budget, he plans to seek addi-
tional feedback from residents.

“If we’re able to get [a boardwalk] and 
it’s successful, it could work in other 
areas ... We could be getting boardwalks 

DISTRICT 23 at a glance
The capital improvements budget for fi scal year 2019-20, approved in June by Metro 
Nashville Council, includes several projects for District 23. The projects are eligible for 
consideration of funding in the capital spending plan but not guaranteed for inclusion, 
according to District 23 Council Member Thom Druffel.

Education

Transportation

  1   Highway 70 and Highway 100 split
Intersection redesign
Cost: $50,000 for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  2   Harding Place and Lynwood 
Boulevard
Intersection improvements
Cost: $2 million for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  3   Percy Warner Boulevard
Sidewalk construction
Cost: $3.3 million for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  4   Davidson Road and Post Road
Roundabout construction at the 
intersection
Cost: $50,000 for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

Public works

Public facilities

  5   Vaughns Gap Road
Stormwater mitigation work
Cost: $5 million for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  6   Highway 70 and Highway 100
Public art and landscaping to beautify 
intersection
Cost: $30,000 for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  7   Fire Station No. 7 on Davidson Road
Renovation work
Cost: $9.5 million for one year
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  8   Hillwood High School
Repurpose building and athletic fi eld for 
park, library and community center
Cost: $17.6 million for two 
years Request to Start: FY 2019-20

  9   H.G. Hill Middle School
Add 11 classrooms
Cost: $15.1 million for one year 
Request to Start: FY 2019-20

10  H.G. Hill Middle School
Renovations 
Cost: $26.5 million for one year
Request to Start: FY 2025-26

11  West Meade Elementary
Replacement project
Cost: $25.7 million for one year
Request to Start: FY 2020-21
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Proposed projects
In late October, District 23 Council Member 
Thom Druffel submitted three projects to 
be considered in the fi scal year 2020-21 
capital improvements budget.

Install a boardwalk over 
drainage ditches between 
Hillwood High School and 
West Meade Swim and 
Tennis Club.

Install a trail at the West 
Meade Waterfall off Jocelyn 
Hollow Road.

Construct a dog park and 
playground equipment for the 
park at the corner of Carnavon 
Parkway and Highway 70.

1

2

3

SOURCE: DISTRICT 23 COUNCIL MEMBER THOM DRUFFEL/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CARNAVON 
PKWY.

CLEARBROOK
DR.

NOTE: THIS PROJECT LIST IS NOT COMPREHENSIVE. 



 902 DORSET DRIVE | DORSET PARK

5 Beds, 5 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, 5,678 SqFt

$1,899,900

4354 CHICKERING LANE | FOREST HILLS 101 BALLEROY DRIVE

4 Beds, 5 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, 4,372 SqFt

$1,439,900
4 bed, 4 full, 2 half bath, 6,325 sq ft .

$1,649,000
4005A & B WOODMONT LANE | GREEN HILLS

5 Beds, 4 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, 4,036 SqFt

$985,000

841A & B BATTLEFIELD DRIVE | BELMONT/12 SOUTH

3 Beds, 3 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath 2,883 SqFt

Coming Soon!

JENNIFER COOKE
615.406.4844 

“B�� �� S����,
W� S��� T��� A��”

B����� �� S������, 
J��� G��� U� � C����

URBAN | SUBURBAN | FARM | LUXURY
NEW CONSTRUCTION NEW CONSTRUCTION

LAURA BAUGH
615.330.3051 

615.250.7880 (OFFICE)
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at a much faster pace than we’re able to 
get sidewalks,” Druffel said.

NEIGHBORHOOD VOICES

The Nashville Neighborhood Alli-
ance, an organization incorporated 
in 1991 with a mission to enhance the 
quality of life in neighborhoods, has 
reported the presence of more than 110 
neighborhood associations in Nashville.

One of the newest neighborhood 
groups is the West Meade Neighbor-
hood Association, which hosted its first 
meeting Oct. 24, according to Co-chairs 
Wayne Underhill and Paul Garland. The 

group is one of four West Meade associ-
ations involved with Druffel’s group of 
neighborhood associations.

Underhill, who moved to West 
Meade more than 30 years ago, said 
the association’s mission is to be a 
resource for neighbors.

“Nashville’s growing, and it’s been 
growing for years,” Underhill said. “It’s 
important to us in West Meade to keep 
things the way they are. We’re so close 
to downtown, but it doesn’t feel that 
way.”

Druffel has recruited Commissioner 
Rusty Moore to represent the city of 

Belle Meade. Belle Meade residents 
share similar priorities as other resi-
dents in the district, Moore said.

“What we’re really focusing on as a 
commission are the exact same things 
other nearby neighborhoods are push-
ing for,” Moore said. “Traffic calm-
ing is the number one thing. At every 
one of our monthly meetings, there is 
someone there from a different street 
because it has become a cut-through.”

To address traffic concerns in the 
area, the city is in the early stages of 
drafting legislation to left turns at Belle 
Meade Boulevard onto Harding Road 

as well as to eliminate the left-turn 
lane from Jackson onto Harding Road, 
Moore said. 

“It doesn’t matter if you’re in Belle 
Meade or on the other side of Harding 
[Road]—the things that happen in this 
district impact all of us,” Druffel said. 
“If the time comes when we do all have 
to band together for something, we’ll 
have a much better chance in lever-
aging our needs because we’ll have a 
larger collective voice.”

Capital spending plan
         Capital improvements budgetvs.
Capital improvements budget

Capital spending plan

Approved every June by Metro Nashville Council, the capital improvements budget 
requires single-district council members to submit all capital projects that cost more 
than $50,000 to be considered over a six-year period.

Projects recommended during the first fiscal year of the capital improvements 
budget are typically funded through general obligation bonds. The mayor submits 
the spending plan to Metro Council, which adopts it through a bond resolution.

SOURCE: METRO NASHVILLE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Resident resources
From reporting potholes and noise violations to requesting a new traffic signal, residents 
in Metro Nashville have several options for addressing issues in their communities.

The city’s capital improvements budget and capital spending plan are used to determine 
funding allocations for projects across Nashville.

District council members
Members can answers questions about 
ordinances, issues and more. Residents 
can find council members at 
www.nashville.gov/metro-council.

Neighborhood associations
Most associations provide residents with 
newsletters, community updates and 
crime watch information as well as host 
monthly or quarterly meetings.

hubNashville
Residents can submit service requests at 
hub.nashville.gov or by calling 
615-862-5000. hubNashville responded 
to 12,769 requests in October.

Neighborhood resource groups
The Nashville Neighborhood Alliance and 
Neighbor 2 Neighbor serve as resource 
hubs for residents and neighborhood 
associations. 

SOURCE: METRO NASHVILLE, NASHVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE, NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



Courtney Jenrath
615-278-6210

Jennifer Stadler
615-973-3969

Sherrie Hudson
615-415-1721

T H I S  H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N . . .

During this holiday season, we take time to 
reflect upon the good things we have…

Like our wonderful clients and friends. 

We appreciate working with you and hope 
that the holidays and the coming year bring 
you happiness, success and much laughter!

A New Home for the New Year?
O RW H A T  A B O U T . . . 1 2 1 2  L A U R E L  S T  # 4 0 1

T W E LV E  T W E LV E
8 3 5  W I N D S T O N E  B LV D
B R E N T W O O D

615-327-4800
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REAL ESTATE

Price 37203 37204 37205 37212 37215 37220

$1,500,000

$1,250,000

$1,000,000

$750,000

$500,000

$250,000

-

ZIP CODE COMPARISON

+12%

+21%
-3.3%

+33%

+37%

+16%

MEDIAN SALES PRICE NOVEMBER 2018 

NOVEMBER 2019

Neighborhood data provided by 
Fridrich & Clark Realty LLC

3825 Bedford Ave., Ste. 102, Nashville
615-327-4800 • www.fridrichandclark.com

ZIP CODE COMPARISON—NOVEMBER

HOMES SOLD

HOMES SOLD  (NOVEMBER 2019)

NOVEMBER 2018 VS. NOVEMBER 2019

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 37203 37204 37205 37212 37215 37220

$149,999 or less - - - - - -

$150,000-$199,999 - - - - - -

$200,000-$299,999 - - 2/60 - - 1/3

$300,000-$399,999 - - 2/4 - - 3/2

$400,000-$499,999 5/8 1/140 1/96 1/2 - 2/43

$500,000-$599,999 3/7 3/4 4/16 - 2/126 1/3

$600,000-$799,999 1/0 3/68 9/6 1/77 9/8 2/60

$800,000-$999,999 3/12 6/62 6/22 3/0 7/39 -

$1 million + 1/0 2/20 8/22 3/0 19/35 2/19

MARKET DATA

MARKET DATA COMPARISON

DAVIDSON COUNTY

$306,275 $334,950

Median sale price Homes sold

831 829

12 99.38%12 99.75%

Average days on the market Percent of original price received

70S

431

40

40

440

65

N

37205
2018: 35
2019: 32

37212
2018: 13
2019: 8

37215
2018: 38
2019: 37

37203
2018: 12
2019: 13

37204
2018: 18
2019: 15

37220
2018: 10
2019: 11



DELICIOUS
Donuts, Pastries & Muffi ns

3900 Hillsboro Pike  •  615-385-1021

FREE
DONUT

just for stopping by!

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
PASTRY, MUFFIN OR CROISSANT DONUT

FREE
COFFEE

WITH PURCHASE

DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Nutrishop .................................................. 23

DINING
Fox’s Donut Den ........................................ 21

Los Toritos ................................................. 23

MEDICAL
Southern Blood Services ............................ 23

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Rita’s Care at Home LLC ............................. 23



ARE YOU A LOCAL BUSINESS? 
SCHEDULE YOUR AD TODAY!

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM�CONTACT �866� 989�6808

COMMUNITY INFO

RESTAURANTS

SHOPPING

HEALTH CARE

REAL ESTATE

EDUCATION

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

2020ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY 

GUIDE

Coming this    anuary!

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22



THE GULCH
1008 Division St,
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 410-9779

BELLEVUE
7053 Hwy 70 South,
Nashville, TN 37221
(615) 540-0456

FRANKLIN
2000 Meridian Blvd,
Franklin, TN 37067
(615) 472-8150

GREEN HILLS
2109 Abbot Martin Rd,
Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 454-4400

See store for details

20% OFF TOTAL PURCHASE 
OF $100 OR MORE

1 2 3 4

FOUR AREA LOCATIONS!

Find out how you 
can help save a 
baby’s life
• Do you have a negative 

blood type (RH-)?

• Have you had 2 or 
more pregnancies? 

• Have you had a 
blood transfusion? 

• Have you been 
told you have 
an antibody?

If so, you may qualify 
to help produce a 
life-saving medicine 
like RhoGAM®.

1114 17th Avenue South Suite 104, 37212
southernbloodservices.com 

Call 615-342-0180 for more info
You may be compensated $500+ per month.

Division St.

Demonbreun St.

65

FREE QUESO DIP

WITH 2 ADULT ENTREES

1302 A Division St
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 712-6667

NOW OPEN

MARGARITAS

& HOUSE SANGRIAS

2 FOR 1 AFTER 3PM

7 days a week - 24 hours a day 
4205 Hillsboro Pike #210, Nashville, TN 37215 

www.ritascareathome.com • 615-298-3826

A helpingStay independent with

Family-Owned
Non-Medical Home Care

Proudly Serving Middle Tennessee

hand

Always looking for great caregivers.
If you or your loved one is in need of care at home or 
in another setting such as a hospital, assisted living, or 

skilled nursing facility, please give us a call. 

$200 OFF 1ST MONTH
WITH MINIMUM 20 HOURS/WEEK WITH SERVICE AGREEMENT

Southwest Nashville edition • December 2019 23



SOUTHWEST NASHVILLE EDITION

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | LAND | FARMS | DEVELOPMENTS

Where finding the perfect home 
is the search

WORTHPROPERTIES.COM  

 

WORTH

615.250.7880   
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