
    OUR KIDS 
ARE LEADING 
THE WAY ON 
WHAT IT MEANS 
TO BE KIND AND 
INCLUSIVE; 
IT’S US PARENTS 
THAT NEED A 
REFRESHER.”

    YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO 
BELIEVE WHAT 
YOU WANT TO 
BELIEVE ...  BUT 
YOU DO NOT HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO 
DEMAND THAT I 
AGREE.”

—RACHEL WALKER, 
CONROE ISD PARENT

—JAY GROSS, WEST CONROE 
BAPTIST CHURCH SENIOR PASTOR

CONROE 
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Nonprofits tackle re-entry from state prisons, jails
About 15 miles north of Mont-

gomery County sits the Huntsville 
Unit—a state penitentiary that 
serves as a Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice regional release 
center for male o� enders. 

On any given day, over 100 men are 
released from this prison to counties 
across the state, including Montgom-
ery County, said Je�  Springer, the 
founder of Suit Up Ministries, a local 
nonpro� t that teaches men skills to 
become better fathers. 

Springer said he has served co� ee 

to these newly released o� enders in 
partnership with Hebrew Co� ee, a 
Houston-area co� ee company. Some 
men have been incarcerated for years 
and do not know what a latte or a cap-
puccino is, he said. Others ask him for 
addresses of nearby halfway homes. 

“I feel helpless,” Springer said. 
“How long does a cup of co� ee, a pat 
on the back and a ‘welcome home’ go 
when they’ve got to get a job [and] a 
place to stay?” 

Compared to counties statewide, 
Montgomery County—which houses 
the Montgomery County Jail—has the 

seventh-highest number of o� end-
ers released from prisons or jails to 
the area by the state criminal justice 
department. O� enders are released to 
the county where they committed the 
crime. In 2018, 892 and 307 o� enders 
were released from prisons or state 
jails, respectively, to Montgomery 
County, according to state data. 

Huntsville Unit has a division 
focused on re-entry and release, and 
nonpro� ts in the Conroe and Mont-
gomery area provide re-entry and 
related services. Still, Springer said

BY EVA VIGH
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*THESE NUMBERS REFLECT THE NUMBER OF OFFENDERS RELEASED INTO MONTGOMERY COUNTY FROM PRISONS OR JAILS STATEWIDE.

A portion of offenders released from Huntsville Unit enter into Mont-
gomery County, which is about 15 miles south of the prison.

Students, parents say schools are supportive but lack protection for vulnerable group
Drag queen incident sparks community debate on LGBTQ students

 CONTINUED ON 24

A recent drag queen event at Willis ISD and com-
ments made by a Conroe ISD board member have 
raised questions on what support and resources are 
available for LGBTQ students in the Conroe and Mont-
gomery area.

Following a Willis High School event in October 
where a drag queen was invited to teach drag makeup 
to a cosmetology class, CISD trustee Dale Inman spoke 
out against WISD’s choice of guest speakers as well as 
criticized the LGBTQ community itself. Inman has three 
daughters who attend Willis High.

“The LGBTQ community is one of the most vile, 

BY ANDY LI
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OFFENDERS RELEASED INTO 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY*

From prisons

From jails

RE-ENTRY INTO
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Statewide, Montgomery County has the seventh 
highest number of offenders released to the area. 

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Stillwater, a master-planned community within Th e Woodlands area, is located 
within minutes of I-45 and bordered by WG Jones State Forest. Enjoy the best of 
all worlds– a retreat into nature featuring a Lowcountry-inspired architectural 
approach and lifestyle along with easy access to all Th e Woodlands has to off er.

WELCOME NEW PROSPER BUILDER PARTNERS IN BUILDING

P R O S P E R  f r o m  t h e  $ 1 M M ’ s

C U S T O M  H O M E S  I N  S T I L L W A T E R

Southern Charm Meets Urban Excitement

S t i l l w a t e r T X . c o m

2111 COACH ST.
TD Cox Custom Homebuilder

2123 COACH ST.
Tommy Bailey Custom Homes

2119 COACH ST.
Tommy Bailey Custom Homes

NEW SECTION NOW OPEN, 
PRICED FROM THE MID 200’S

Contact Kecia Haseman, Arlene English, and Charlotte Blocker with Prosper Group 713-558-9200

New Chapel East
2394 Hagerman Road  
Conroe, Texas 77384

The Hill 
2224 Pintail Lane 
& 2228 Pintail Lane

Call Johnny Cochran or Kimbra 
Gaby to make your appointment 
today at 281-681-0400

242

1488

45

Woodlands Pkwy.

Koenig Ln.

People’s
Rd.

W.G. Jones 
State Forest

Call Johnny Cochran or Kimbra 
Gaby to make your appointment 

Zoned to CISD
The Woodlands 

High School

NEW MODELS NOW OPEN
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Don’t let cold and flu season take away the holiday spirit! 

Stay healthy all winter long with comprehensive services 

from the trusted team at Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Group. 

Our experienced primary care physicians are here to help 

you celebrate the season without the sniffles. 

Make an appointment at  

BSLMG.org/PrimaryCare.

Sick Visits | Physicals | Preventive Care | Disease Management | Flu Shots

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com4



Welcome to the family.

It’s not like home. It is home.

Happy 
New Year!

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care
2275 River Way Drive, Conroe, TX 77304

(936) 703-5333  |  Visit us online at Woodhavenvillage.com
LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE  |  BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY

PET FRIENDLY EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

ADA COMPLIANT

Conroe - Montgomery edition • December 2019 5

Julie Cannon
GENERAL MANAGER

jcannon@communityimpact.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

As the Lake Conroe area continues to 
grow, many residents worry that we will 
lose our small-town feel. Our community 
has seen many changes this year as new 
residents and businesses move into our 
area. However, one only has to attend 
a local event this holiday season to see 
that our community has maintained its 
unique small-town charm. 

With events such as the lighting of the 
tree in downtown Conroe, the Christmas 
festivals in historic Montgomery and the 
annual parade in Willis, all residents 
have a chance to come together, cele-
brate the season and re� ect on the past 
year’s accomplishments. 

 Looking ahead, the Lake Conroe area 
will continue to thrive through diligent 
planning by our local leaders, partner-
ships with our chambers of commerce 
and the support of local nonpro� ts and 
school districts. I encourage you to sup-
port small-business owners this month 
and shop local to help our community 
remain strong. 

And for next year, be sure to watch for 
our Annual Community Guide coming in 
January to learn the top stories to follow 
in 2020. Our team at Community Impact 
Newspaper wishes you and your family a 
wonderful and blessed Christmas and a 
happy new year! 

Local efforts keep small-town charm alive

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? 
Send it to comfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Eva Vigh
EDITOR
evigh@communityimpact.com
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The short answer is anyone who pays water and 
sewer charges in the city of Conroe.  

The city of Conroe broke ground Dec. 2 on its 
new Central Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is 
expected to be completed in spring 2022, according 
to a news release from the project’s design engineer, 
Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam. The plant sits east 
of I-45 and will pump about 6 million gallons a day. 

According to Norman McGuire, the director of pub-
lic works for the city of Conroe, the plant will cost 
nearly $60 million. It is being funded through issue 
bonds, or certi� cates of obligation, which will be 
repaid through water and sewer charges, Assistant 
City Administrator Steve Williams said. 

Williams said the city recently increased sewer 
rates by 20% and has planned increases for � scal 
years 2020-21 and 2021-22 of around the same per-
centage. These increases cover the cost of operating 
the new plant as well as servicing the debt, he said.

Who is paying for Conroe’s new 
wastewater treatment plant?
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Tree of Life
LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA

THE LONGEST NIGHT 
REFLECTIVE SERVICE
People of all faiths are invited to a refl ective Christmas 
service for those who are grieving, lonely or sad, and 
for whom Christmas is not a festive time. Communion 
will be off ered to all.
DECEMBER 21ST | 7:00PM
Nursery care available.

CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS 

WITH USInviting, Inspiring and Including ALL People 
in Christ’s Love

Join us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

All are welcome. Nursery Available.

December 24th | 3:00PM and 7:00PM
3201 North Loop 336 West. Conroe, 77304

936-539-9530 TreeChurch.net
media@treechurch.net

Tree of Life
LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCAMETCALF ST.

105

336

Communion will be served at both services. All are welcome at the table.
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IMPACTS

  4  The Lofts of Conroe, a boutique 
apartment complex near downtown Con-
roe, opened Aug. 7 at 701 N. Frazier St., 
Conroe. All units feature two bedrooms 
and two bathrooms with granite counter-
tops. Washers and dryers are included. 
The building has an elevator to all fl oors 
with under-building parking available. 
832-699-3289. www.theloftsconroe.com

  5  Quirky Leaf, a CBD store, held a soft 
opening in late November at 
525 Woodland Square Blvd., Ste. 140, 
Conroe. The store sells CBD products, such 
as body lotions, oils and creams, as well as 
edibles such as gummies and energy shots. 
713-992-8023. www.quirkyleaf.com

  6  Seasons Assisted Living & Memory 
Care in Conroe opened July 22 at 
1 Briarwood Drive, Conroe. The upscale 
residential assisted-living facility offers 
care such as 24-hour personal assistance 
with any need, medication management 
and administration, full laundry service 
and three home-cooked meals and snack 
options per day. 936-274-3177. 
www.meetseasons.com

  7  Flash Insurance & Income Tax
opened Oct. 15 at 16961 FM 1314, Ste. F, 
Conroe. The offi ce offers insurance as well 
as income tax and notary public services. 
936-333-0083. www.fl ashinsurance
incometax.net

  8  Releaf Organix is now open at 
13080 Hwy 105 West Ste. 125, Conroe 
Oct. 18. Owner Laura Wilkie said the store 
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony with the 
Conroe Chamber of Commerce on Nov. 6. 
She said her store offers a wide range of 
CBD products for a variety of uses, includ-
ing pain relief, stress relief and beauty. 
936-588-5526. www.releaforganixcbd.com

COMING SOON

  9   Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen has 
leased a storefront in the Conroe Market-
place at 2908 I-45 N., Conroe, according to 
a press release. No opening date or phone 
number has been provided at this time. 
Cheddar’s serves traditional and modern 
American classics such as chicken tenders, 

NOW OPEN

  1  Sam Houston State University 
Physicians, a new medical clinic in Con-
roe, began seeing patients Nov. 12. The 
clinic is located at 690 S. Loop 336 W., 
Ste. 200, Conroe. The clinic includes seven 
faculty physicians practicing family medi-
cine, internal medicine, pulmonology and 
sleep medicine, and osteopathic manip-
ulative medicine. It also has three faculty 
nurse practitioners and one certifi ed nurse 

midwife from the SHSU School of Nursing, 
according to an SHSU news release. 
936-525-3600. www.shsu.org

  2  The Montgomery County Animal 
Shelter opened a new wellness clinic 
Nov. 9 at 8535 Hwy. 242, Conroe. 
Dr. Melia Washington, chief veterinarian 
for MCAS and head of the new clinic, said 
the clinic’s purpose is to provide basic pet 
care and vaccines at a low cost. Doctors 
are on-site but do not preform examina-
tions, so Washington said owners only pay 

for services provided. Although walk-ins 
are allowed, pet owners are encouraged to 
make appointments online.
936-442-7738. www.mcaspets.org

  3  Conroe Lakeside RV & Boat Storage 
opened Oct. 1 at 12041 FM 830, Willis. 
Manager Bob Floyd said his business offers 
covered, secure storage for boats and RVs 
and is 1.6 miles from the Montgomery 
County public boat ramps to Lake Conroe. 
936-520-4512. 
www.conroelakesidervboatstorage.com

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding
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12886 Hwy 105 East 
Conroe, TX 77306

Lic#: 35865

PREMIER HOMES

Affordable 
Quality Homes

Own Your Home 
for Less Than 
You Can Rent!

936-264-3335
premierhomesconroe@gmail.com
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onion rings and ribs. www.cheddars.com

 10  Dollar General will open a storefront 
at 9620 E. Woodmark, Conroe, in early 
2020. Public Relations Coordinator Angela 
Petkovic said the store will employ be-
tween six and 10 employees to provide the 
community with low-price merchandise. 
No phone number has been announced at 
this time. www.dollargeneral.com

RELOCATIONS

 11  Angel Reach, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that helps foster youth, moved into its 
new resource center on 900 W. Dallas St., 
Conroe, on Oct. 28. The organization 
purchased the building about one year 
ago and renovated it to fit its needs, Office 
Manager Kim Smart said in an email. The 
organization works with young adults ages 
16-24 who have aged out of the foster care 
system and/or who are homeless. Angel 
Reach is also a ministry that supports 
families who care for children removed 
from their homes by Children’s Protective 
Services, according to its website. 
936-202-8498. www.anglereach.org

 12  Kids World Learning Center 
reopened in its new 20,000-square-foot 
facility Nov. 20 at its original address: 
10083 FM 1097, Willis. Owner Melinda 
Scardino said the FM 1097 expansion 
forced the facility to physically relocate 
away from the construction, though the 
center has remained in the same com-
mercial lot. She said the center provides 
before- and after-school child care for chil-
dren from 6 weeks-12 years old. The center 
also has a private preschool and is rated a 
four-star Texas Rising Star center. 
936-856-3491. www.kidsworldtexas.com

RENOVATIONS

 13  Previously named Landmark of Conroe, 
The Landings of Conroe has been under-
going extensive remodeling and upgrading 
since Hilltop Residential acquired it in 
June 2018. Renovations include remod-
eling the office, fitness center and pool; 
repaving the parking lot; adding new 
signage at the entrance; upgrading the 
landscaping; power-washing all of the 
buildings; and cleaning the gutters. Man-
agement is also redoing the apartments 

with new flooring, cabinets, light fixtures 
and faucets and has added washers and 
dryers in every apartment. The complex 
is located at 1840 Longmire Road, Conroe. 
936-441-2001. www.landingsofconroe.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 14  Mama Juanita’s Mexican 
Restaurant celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary Nov. 21 at 1118 League Line Road, 
Conroe. Menu items include fajitas, tacos, 
enchiladas and tamales. Drink options 
include margaritas, pina coladas and 
daiquiris. 936-856-9012. 
www.mamajuanitasrestaurant.com

IN THE NEWS

 15  HCA Houston Healthcare Conroe 
was awarded an A for patient safety in the 
fall 2019 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade, 
according to a news release. The award 
recognizes the hospital’s work in “pro-
tecting patients from harm and providing 
safer health care.” The Leapfrog Group is a 
national watchdog group that focuses on 
health care. The group uses 28 measures 
to create a grade and reviews more than 
2,600 hospitals every year. HCA Houston 
Healthcare Conroe is located at 
504 Medical Center Blvd., Conroe. 
936-539-1111. www.hcahoustonhealth
care.com/locations/conroe

The city of Conroe has been recognized as 
a “Film Friendly Texas Destination” by Gov. 
Greg Abbott. Abbott announced in a news 
release Nov. 22 via the Texas Film Commis-
sion that Conroe joined the more than 
130 other film-friendly communities in 
Texas. The Film Friendly Texas program con-
nects professionals with community officials 
to provide “local expertise and production 
support,” according to the commission’s 
website. Conroe’s liaison is Jodi Willard, mar-
keting manager for Visit Conroe. The press 
release said the Texas Film Commission has 
generated $1.5 billion in local spending and 
created more than 154,000 production jobs 
from 2007-19. To learn more about the com-
mission, visit www.gov.texas.gov/film.
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 COMPILED BY ANDY LI AND EVA VIGH

News or questions about Conroe or Montgomery? 
Email us at comnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

H-E-B opened its newest location, H-E-B Harper’s Trace, Dec. 4 at 10200 Hwy. 242, 
Conroe. The 102,000-square-foot store features hundreds of H-E-B Organics options 
and its H-E-B Select Ingredients—a line consisting of H-E-B brand products that 
excludes ingredients such as artificial flavors. Food items include a large assortment of 
Texas-made products, a “healthy living” department and a full-service scratch bakery. 
Other features include an H-E-B fuel station and a pharmacy. www.heb.com
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EXPERIENCE GRACEPOINT HOMES...VISIT TODAY!
NEW INVENTORY AVAILABLE SOON, PRICED FROM THE MID 200’S.

Prices, plans, specifi cations, square footage and availability subject to change without notice or prior obligation. Square footage is approximate and may vary upon elevations and/or options selected. 
Information given here is deemed to be correct, but not guaranteed. 10/19

GRACEPOINTHOMES.COM

WAS $516,012
NOW $448,012

3110 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 3 BR, 3/1 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2110 Rope Maker Road

Stillwater-New Chapel West

$308,872
2123 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 4 BR, 3 BA

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2020
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663
Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882

2328 Hagerman Road

Stillwater-New Chapel East

$456,200
2850 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 3 BR, 3/1 BA

AVAILABLE JUNE 2020
Gerald Jolly | 832-434-2100

183 Bonnie Ridge Circle

Lily

$542,361
3278 SQ.FT., 2 STORY, 4 BR, 3/1 BA

AVAILABLE MARCH 2020
Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882

Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2209 Salt Grass Trail

Stillwater-The Hill

WAS $369,225
NOW $328,990

2221 SQ. FT., 1 STORY, 4 BR, 4 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Gerald Jolly | 832-434-2100

125 Pilazzo Street

Kingsley in Woodforest

$1,098,350
4820 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 5 BR, 5/1 BA

AVAILABLE NOW!
Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882

Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2037 Bluestem Drive

Stillwater-Sweetgrass

WAS $651,942
NOW $574,442

3700 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 4 BR, 4/1 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2138 Gadwall Drive

Stillwater-Pintail

Lakeside Cove

WAS $1,307,914
NOW $992,700

4254 SQ. FT., 3 STORY, 4 BR, 4/2 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Gerald Jolly | 832-434-2100

38 Secluded Trail

SLEIGH THE HOLIDAYS WITH A

HOLIDAY LOAN
UP TO $1,500

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Normal credit granting criteria apply. Offer valid thru 12/31/2019. Rate displayed is the lowest available to qualified borrowers; your rate may 
be higher and will be determined by creditworthiness. Must have direct deposit. Loans must be set up on automatic transfer or ACH payment. Sample payment schedule: 
A $1500 loan, with an annual percentage rate of 6.99%, to be repaid in 12 monthly installments of $130. Must qualify for membership by living, working, worshiping or attending 
school in Jefferson, Orange, Hardin, Jasper or Newton counties or within the boundaries of Conroe or Magnolia ISD or within a 10-mile radius of our Spring or Conroe, TX locations.

Spring: 1021 Sawdust Road (Next to Walmart)   |  Conroe: 3570 FM 1488 (Between Kuykendahl & SH 242)

5PointCU.org | 800.825.8829

If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage 
of holiday savings with a 5Point Holiday Loan. With rates as 

low as 6.99% APR*, it’s easy to give your family a little extra holiday magic. 
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Chris Kimmel, DDS • Tyler Rushing, DMD
Heath Bryan Coleman of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates - General Dentistry

Chris Kimmel, DDS • Tyler Rushing, DMD

1142 W. DALLAS STREET • CONROE, TX 77301 • www.ConroeDentalService.com

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!  

(936) 337-0500

10% Price Beat Guarantee*
*Must have itemized treatment plan from licensed Dentist for  

identical services (excludes government and charity subsidized plans).

DENTAL 

Implants*
FOR ONLY  

$999Each

*DOES NOT INCLUDE FINAL RESTORATION

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS

Extractions
STARTING AT  

$69Per 
Tooth

WITH DENTURE PURCHASE

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS

FULL REPLACEMENT 

Dentures
STARTING AT  

$495Per 
Set

WITH WARRANTY

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS
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DECEMBER

21 CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH A PARADE
Celebrate the holidays with neighbors at a 

Christmas parade in Willis. There will be s’mores 

stations and several craft stations. 3-6 p.m. (activities), 

3:15 p.m. (parade start). Free. Maverick Drive, Willis. 

www.facebook.com/texas-national-

neighborhood-event-page-104769774236721

21 DONATE TOYS
The GCH Hero Foundation is hosting its fi rst annual 

toy drive. Requested items include electronic items, blankets 

and toys that will fi t in a shoebox-size tote. Items can be 

mailed to P.O. Box 909 Montgomery, TX 77356. Free. 

936 446-7653. www.gchhf.org

21 LISTEN TO JAZZ
The Jazz Connection, a community band of local 

junior and high school students, will perform a Christmas 

concert with fi nger food, desserts and hot drinks. Attend-

ees are encouraged to bring donations for the Montgom-

ery County Food Bank and their own chairs for the outdoor 

concert. 6-9 p.m. Free. 103 S. Delmont Drive W., Conroe. 

www.jazzconnectionband.com

22 AND 24
WATCH A CLASSIC MOVIE

Xscape at 1488 is hosting a showing of “It’s a Wonderful 

Life,” the 1946 classic Christmas movie starring Jimmy 

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

TO-DO LIST DECEMBER-JANUARY
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PAINT MINIATURES
THE ADVENTURE BEGINS COMICS, 
GAMES, AND MORE

JAN.
6 & 13

Local nonprofi t Trinity Reins Ranch & Ministries will 
host a seminar on grant writing for nonprofi ts. The 
session will include the steps of grant writing and 
feedback on draft proposals. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. $100. 
27126 W. FM 1097, Montgomery. 832-715-3327. 
www.trinityreinsranch.org

The Adventure Begins Comics, Games, and More invites all 
artistic adventurers to paint miniature fi gurines with other 
interested gamers. Miniatures from all games are allowed, and 
participants may ask for access to the store’s paints. 4-8 p.m. 
Free. 525 Woodland Square Blvd., Ste. 130, Conroe. 
936-273-3223. www.theadventurebeginstx.com 

COMPILED BY ANDY LI

Stewart. On each day, there will be a showing at 1 p.m. and 

7 p.m. Ticket prices vary. 16051 Old Conroe Road, Conroe. 

832-777-7530. www.xscapetheatres.com

31 CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S
Time to Spare Entertainment will have a buffet 

line, bowling, minigolf and go-karts to celebrate the New 

Year. Tickets can be purchased in advance. 8 p.m.-1 a.m. 

$34.95 (per person). 13027 E. Hwy. 105, Conroe. 

936-445-2695. www.timetosparebowling.com

JANUARY

12 CELEBRATE LOCAL BUSINESS LEADERS
The Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce is 

hosting its annual Chairman’s Ball, saying farewell to Chair-

man Cody Nicholson and welcoming Patti Stafford into the 

position. The dress code is cowboy chic. Attendees must 

register beforehand. 7-10 p.m. $65. Deer Lake Lodge Spa 

Resort, 10500 Deer Lake Lodge Road, Montgomery. 

936-597-5004. www.montgomeryareachamber.com



CALL TO TOUR OUR ON-SITE MODELS.

LESS HOUSE, MORE LIFE.
Own your own home in our exclusive gated tiny home community 

minutes from Lake Conroe, The Woodlands and Houston
• Community Center 
• Work Out Facility 
• Heated Pool / Hot Tub 
• Onsite Indoor Movie Theater 
• Outdoor Living Center with Kitchen/Grill

• Outdoor Gaming Center - Lawn Games
• Landscapes Irrigated
• Dog Park & Garden
• Access to Cable TV & Internet
• NO PROPERTY TAXES

13625 African Hill Rd., Willis, TX 77378 | www.majestichillstinyhomes.com

 936-718-8171
GET ONE MONTH FREE LOT 

RENTAL WITH PURCHASE OF HOME
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*Offer includes price reduction below MSRP and purchase allowance. Not available with lease, special fi nance and some other offers.Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only. Retail delivery by 1.2.20....  1)‘19SIERRA 1500 DENALI, 3)‘19 YUKON SLE, 4)’19 ENCORE 
PREFERRED... 1, 3,4) 39 Mo. Closed-End Lease... 1)$3696, 3)$3990, 4)$1995... Due at Signing + TT&L & Dealer/Equipment Fees  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). $250 Security Deposit. 1)$15,561, 3) $23,361, 4)$6591... Total Lease Term Payments... ... All 

advertised leases in this ad include: early termination & excessive wear & tear fees, $.25/mile overage charge, 10k Miles per Year Security deposit $250, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for 
delinquent payments. 2) 0% APR W.A.C, 72 Mos.Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89  Mo/$1000 Financed. For Well Qualifi ed Buyers, W.A.C. Length of contract limited... All Unites) Some customers may not qualify. Not available with some other offers. See us for 

details. + TT&L & dealer fees.  Prices and Rebates may change due to Factory incentive changes released after publication of  this ad. 

2019 BUICK ENCORE
TWO  TO 
CHOOSE!

0%APR
72 MOS2

+$2250 THRU 
GM FINANCE,
QUAL.BUYERS.

OR

PURCH: 19’ ENCORE PREFERRED: MSRP $25,660 
- $6598 GM BONUS CASH - $2950 B&M 
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.  MODEL #4JU76.

- OR LEASE FOR -
$169
39 MOS4

/MO$9548SAVINGS
OFF MSRP

MSRP = $27,450
-

= $17,902 OUR
PRICE

NEW 2019 GMC 
SIERRA DENALI

TWO  TO CHOOSE!

NEW 2019 GMC 
SIERRA

PURCHASE FOR: ‘19 GMC 1500 SLT: MSRP $55,000 - $6000 GM 
BONUS CASH - $7000 B&M DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. MDL# TC10543.

TWO  TO CHOOSE!

0%APROR

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS
FOR 72 MONTHS2

HOLIDAY SAVINGS!

11300 1960 WESTBeckMastenNorth.com 832-937-7345 12820 GULF FRWYBeckMastenSouth.com 281-940-2782
PURCHASE FOR: 2019 GMC 1500 DENALI: MSRP $64,125 - $6500 GM 
BONUS CASH - $9000 B&M DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.  MDL# TC10543.

SHOP LIKE A PRO
YEAR-ENDSale!

$399MO
39 MONTHS1

OR 
LEASE 

FOR
$599MO
39 MONTHS3

OR 
LEASE 

FOR

SAVINGS 
OFF MSRP$15,500

0%APR +$3000
OR

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS
B.C. FOR 72 MONTHS2

SAVINGS 
OFF MSRP$13,000

UP TO
20%

BELOW MSRP
Available!*

Brass Nail Road expansion

This project expands Brass Nail Road 
and extends Grace Crossing. Storm 
sewer construction is complete, and 
concrete pavement has been added 
to Grace. Construction began in June 
to add pavement, storm sewers and 
drainage ditches.

Timeline: June-December

Cost: $1.34 million

Funding source: city of Conroe
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COMPILED BY ANDY LI AND JOE WARNERTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

All information on this page was updated as of 
12/5/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at comnews@communityimpact.com.

HOW IT WORKS

Gridlock around Texas 
metros is here to stay
A recently released report from the 
Texas A&M Transportation Institute 
contained results that are hardly 
surprising to drivers in the Houston, 
Dallas and Austin metros.

The quick summary is traffi c conges-
tion is bad and only getting worse.

The blame, according to the report, 
falls squarely on population growth—
the three metros adding more than 
100 residents a day, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau—while outpacing 
growth in roadway capacity.

The assessment looked at 1,829 seg-
ments of highways in the state. Hous-
ton’s West Loop Freeway between the 
Katy Freeway/1-10 to the Southwest 
Freeway is the most congested with 
more than 1.6 million annual hours of 
delay per mile. Austin’s I-35 between 
West Hwy. 290 and Hwy. 71/Ben White 
Boulevard is No. 3 with 1.3 million 
hours of annual delays per mile. 
More information is available at 
https://mobility.tamu.edu/
texas-most-congested-roadways/
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UPCOMING PROJECT
Signal upgrades

Conroe City Council awarded $798,207 
to install fl ashing yellow lights, per Texas 
Department of Transportation standards, 
at 28 locations across the city Oct. 24. The 
city is still working on awarding contracts.

Timeline: October 2019-January 2020

Cost: $798,207

Funding source: city of Conroe

ONGOING PROJECTS
  1   Pollok Drive and Conroe 
Park Drive rehabilitation

Work is 75% complete to rehabilitate the 
existing asphalt on Pollok Drive and Conroe 
Park Drive with concrete pavement. Pave-
ment replacement on Pollok Drive south-
bound is complete.

Timeline: late February-December

Cost: $7.4 million

Funding sources: Conroe Industrial 
Development Corp., city of Conroe

  2   Frazier, Silverdale streets’ sidewalks

Sidewalk construction to connect Frazier 
Street to the park at Candy Cane Lane  2A 

and First to Seventh streets along Silver-
dale Street  2B  is 85% done. The project 
also includes improving sidewalks along 
North San Jacinto and West Dallas streets 
as well as adding ramps. The project is 
currently on hold while another sidewalk 
project on Wilson Road is completed.

Timeline: June-December

Cost: $400,622

Funding source: city of Conroe

  3   FM 1314 repair

Work to repair the base, pavement marking 
and wearing surface of asphalt along FM 
1314, or Porter Road, between Hwy. 105 to 
Loop 336 is 93% complete. The contractor 
is Smith & Co., and the project is expected 
to be completed before 2020.

Timeline: April-December

Cost: $1.74 million

Funding source: TxDOT

COMPLETED PROJECTS

  4   Camelot Street extension

Work to construct 2,600 feet of concrete 
pavement and storm sewers along Camelot 
Street to Sgt. Ed Holcomb Boulevard is 
substantially complete. Contractor Triple B 
Services is working on paperwork to close 
out the project. The project was originally 
meant to be completed by August.

Timeline: May-December

Cost: $1.26 million

Funding source: city of Conroe
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KB Home’s new-home communities, 
Wedgewood Falls Preserve and 
Cayden Creek both feature person-
alized homes at an affordable price. 
The two single-family communities 
in the Conroe submarket offer great 
locations just two miles from Highway 
45, providing easy access to down-
town Houston and The Woodlands. 
Residents will also enjoy the commu-
nity’s proximity to Lake Conroe, which 
offers fishing and boating year-round 
and a variety of shopping and dining 
at the Outlets at Conroe.

“KB Home offers a variety of new-
home communities in the Houston 
area,” said Brett Dietz, president of 
KB Home’s Houston division. “Our 
pricing in the Conroe market starts 
in the high $100,000s, giving home 
shoppers the opportunity to purchase 
a new, personalized KB home in a 
desirable neighborhood at a price 
that fits their budget.”

KB Home stands out from other 
homebuilders as the company gives 
homebuyers exceptional choice and 

control. KB Home starts by offering a 
wide variety of homes at an afford-
able price. From there, the builder 
gives buyers the ability to personalize 
their homes from homesites and floor 
plans to design features. All homes 
meet or surpass ENERGY STAR® 
certification standards, meaning 
the homes have substantially lower 
monthly utility costs when compared 
to typical used homes. The KB Home 
team works hand in hand with home-
owners every step of the way so they 
have a real partner in the process.  

At Wedgewood Falls Preserve, KB 
Home is offering 13 distinct floor 
plans of one- and two-story homes, 
which range in size from 1,400 to 
3,000 square feet and incorporate up 
to five bedrooms and three baths. 
The homes feature spacious master 
bedroom suites with walk-in closets, 
large kitchens and open great rooms. 
This quaint community offers wooded 
homesites and is in a beautiful natural 
setting with community ponds and 
green space. 

Another popular community in the 
Conroe area that is meeting the 
needs of first-time and move-up 
homebuyers is Cayden Creek. KB 
Home is offering the last chance 
to live in this beautiful community 
and has a few move-in ready homes 
available. Cayden Creek is nestled 
in a wetland forest reserve, which 
provides a serene and natural envi-
ronment.

Both communities are located in the 
desirable Conroe Independent School 
District and are just minutes from 
Conroe Family YMCA and Conroe 
Aquatic Center, which features fitness 
programs and swimming pools.

“We were looking to move into a 
home before the holidays, and KB 
Home’s Cayden Creek community was 
a perfect fit for my family,” said Sa-
mantha S, a Cayden Creek homeown-
er. “We had been renting for years 
and wanted to make the investment 
of owning a home and not paying 
someone else’s mortgage.”

KB HOME MEETING THE NEEDS OF NEW 
HOMEBUYERS IN THE CONROE AREA BY 
OFFERING HOMES WITH EXCEPTIONAL 
PERSONALIZATION FROM THE HIGH $100,000s

For more information about these new KB Home communities or other new home neighborhoods throughout Houston, visit www.kbhome.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

interview that the resolution does 
not change any existing laws in the 
county but rather reinforces its exist-
ing stance on gun control. 

Riley said the county will not 
enforce orders or directives from the 
state or federal government, should 
it be required to collect or count guns 
or ammunition.

“We’re telling them ‘No, we’re not 
going to do that,’” he said. “I don’t want 
anybody to think we went up there to 
make a show or it’s more of a ceremo-
nial type thing, because it’s not.”

However, Charles Rhodes, a pro-
fessor of constitutional law at South 
Texas College of Law Houston, said the 
resolution is mostly symbolic.

“It doesn’t have much practical 
impact,” he said.

Rhodes said if the county did not 
follow state laws, there could be 
repercussions, although he did not 
know what those might be. The federal 
government does not have the authority 

to require the county to enforce orders, 
but it could withold federal funding, he 
said. Further, the resolution does not 
specify what regulations will or will not 
be enforced, he said. 

Eight residents addressed commis-
sioners Nov. 19, with some applauding 
commissioners for protecting gun 
rights, and others calling for stricter 
gun laws. 

Resident Holly Novak said although 
the resolution is mostly ceremonial, it 
sends a dangerous message. Mean-
while, resident Mark Anthony Garza, 
who uses a wheelchair, said a gun 
serves as protection.

Commissioners ultimately unani-
mously approved the resolution.

E
V

A
 V

IG
H

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

PUBLIC SAFETY

Symbolic or not, county’s ‘gun sanctuary’ 
resolution draws mixed public reactions

A recently passed resolution 
declaring Montgomery County a “gun 
sanctuary” reinforced the county’s o�  -
cial stance on gun control and yielded 
mixed public reactions—as well as 
raised questions on its legality. 

Commissioners passed the reso-
lution at the Nov. 19 Montgomery 
County Commissioners Court meeting. 
The resolution states the county will 
not use funds or resources to “infringe 
on the right ... to keep and bear arms,” 
except in certain instances, such as if 
a person is convicted of a felony. 

With the passage of the resolution, 
which was o� ered by Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Charlie Riley, Montgomery 
County joins the 200-plus “gun sanc-
tuary” counties in the U.S. 

Montgomery County is now the gun 
sanctuary county with the largest pop-
ulation in Texas, according to a 
Nov. 14 news release from Riley’s o�  ce.

Riley clari� ed in a followup 

BY EVA VIGH

A ‘GUN SANCTUARY’
Although the resolution states the 
county will not enforce orders from 
the state or federal government, the 
county does not have this power. The 
resolution focuses on:

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY COUNTY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Emphasizing Second Amendment

Protecting the right of Montgomery 
County residents to keep, buy and 
sell fi rearms

Clarifying that Montgomery County 
will not authorize funds or resources 
toward enforcing laws or orders that 
infringe on the right to bear arms

Resident Holly Novak urges commissioners to reject the resolution—even if it is mostly 
ceremonial—as veterans listen. Support from veterans was mixed.



Building Dependable Life Insurance Solutions

Tammie Smith
President 

Are You Saving for Retirement with Outdated Strategies? 

Call TODAY for a free consultation!
Maximize cash value growth to take 
advantage of the tax benefi ts 

We go the extra degree for you!

WALDEN RD.

ASPEN DR.

FOUNTAINVIEW DR.14001 Walden Rd. | Ste. 11 | Montgomery, 77356
1800 West Loop South | Suite 1980A | Houston, TX 77027 
Phone: 855-235-4332 | Fax: 713-337-9781

832-523-3912 | BDLIFE212.COM

Your single source for 
 Life insurance
 Long term care 
 Disability 
 Supplemental benefi ts

BDLIFE212

Bring in the New Year with 
a gift of Financial Protection 
for your children and 
grandchildren

Give the Gift of Life Insurance

 Low Rates

 Low Premium

 Cash Benefi ts

*Sale runs 11/18/19-12/31/19. Valid on regular priced 750ml bottles of wine. Minimum order of $30 required for delivery. Free delivery service ends 12/31/19. You must be 21+ to shop/order online, receive delivery and pick up in-store. 
All deliveries require in-person verification of a legal photo ID at point of delivery. Orders will NOT be left unattended. Delivery areas are limited and delivery times vary based on demand. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly. 

GET FREE DELIVERY Through the Holidays*

when you order online • twinliquors.com
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Assistant to the City Administrator Dave McCorquodale and Mayor Sara Countryman listen 
to presentations from Texas A&M University students Dec. 4.

way,” McCorquodale said. 
For example, the downtown proj-

ect, which focused on a lot between 
Buffalo Spring Drive and Louisa 
Street, analyzed the goals of the area 
to promote pedestrian accessibility, 
the mixed-use nature of the area 
and the small-town aesthetic of the 
downtown area. The group then 
presented designs for projects in the 
area, including an amphitheater park, 
a downtown square and a more walk-
able plan for Liberty Street, including 
traffic-calming additions such as 
traffic lights and plants.

Jeewasmi Thapa, the program coor-
dinator for Texas Target Communities, 
said in an email the students exam-
ined various data points to develop 
the best designs for the city, including 
history, points of interest, socioeco-
nomics and community feedback.

“Students have taken into consider-
ation a lot of unique aspects, such as 
the unique history and historic sites, 

the great ecological resources and 
access to forests and water, the high 
through-traffic volume on [Hwy.] 105 
and Liberty [Street], the continued 
increase of population and develop-
ment potential, the available land, the 
potential to enhance walkability and 
community health,” Thapa said.

Thapa said the process can help 
communities develop solutions to 
their own needs as well as assist in 
grant applications.

McCorquodale said the Montgom-
ery Economic Development Corp. 

will now take the designs and decide 
which ones they like.

The partnership cost the city 
$15,393, although McCorquodale said 
a professional design partnership 
would have cost between $50,000 to 
$75,000. Although the designs are 
not blueprints that could be immedi-
ately constructed, McCorquodale said 
creating the concepts is a vital step in 
planning for Montgomery’s growth.

“The purpose ... is to give us that 
starting point at a very, very economical 
rate,” he said.
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CITY

Concept designs by Texas A&M University 
students reduce costs for Montgomery

As the city of Montgomery grows, 
so does the need for a comprehensive 
city plan. And with the help of a part-
nership with Texas A&M University, 
city officials said they hope to create a 
better plan for Montgomery.

Assistant to the City Administrator 
Dave McCorquodale said the city 
joined the Texas Target Communities 
program with Texas A&M on Aug. 
28. Landscape architecture students 
who were part of the semesterlong 
project created conceptual designs 
to address specific issues Montgom-
ery faces at a presentation Dec. 4. 
For Montgomery, those issues were 
downtown revitalization, historic 
preservation, tourism, ecological 
connectivity, walkability, active living 
and new residential typologies.

“It was very comprehensive in the 
way they were able to look at our town 
from the outside and be able to gather 
this information in a ... very thorough 

BY ANDY LI

Texas A&M 
University

The conceptual projects and designs 
from Texas A&M University have 
helped the city of Montgomery save 
money as compared with the cost of 
a professional designer. 

COST COMPARISONS

$15,393 $50k+

Professional 
designer

SOURCE: CITY OF MONTGOMERY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COST OF PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY AND:



Access Houston Methodist primary care 
at a location near you.

Our doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, 
including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Offer same-day sick visits

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Accept most major insurance plans

houstonmethodist.org/pcg 
713.394.6724

Convenient, Quality 

PRIMARY 
CARE

Conroe

Kingwood

Montgomery

Magnolia

Rayford/Sawdust

Spring

The Woodlands

45

99

242

1488

691960

249

105
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administered and enforced the 
proposed ordinance. Sheri�  Rand 
Henderson, who presented the ordi-
nance, said his goal is to e�  ciently 
and e� ectively get wreckers to clear 
scenes, and this ordinance would be 
the best option for the county.

“I don’t want to hurt anyone’s 
business, but in order for us to move 
forward in our modernization of the 
sheri� ’s o�  ce and methodologies that 
we use going forth, this is something 
that we need,” Henderson said.

However, more than a dozen tow 
truck representatives spoke in opposi-
tion, saying they did not feel included 
in the process, and the time slot of 15 
minutes would be nearly impossible 
for them to make. They also expressed 
concern about being penalized for not 
making the time slots, as well as issues 
over the wording in the ordinance.

“We have o�  cers that can’t 
respond to calls in 15 minutes. You 
expect a wrecker to make it there in 
15 minutes?” Texas Towing & Recov-
ery owner Russel Schoonover said. 

“I’m not going to put other people’s 
lives in jeopardy to make it to a call in 
15 minutes.”

Charles Miller, a representative from 
Miller Towing & Recovery in Conroe, 
said the ordinance will not solve the 
issue of tow truck congregation.

“Guys are still going to be racing to 
the scenes,” he said. “We still have the 
same problem.”

Others, such as Clinton Bass, a repre-
sentative from Bass Towing & Recovery, 
said the county is too populated to be 
on a rotation schedule and suggested 
there should be a method to notify 
wreckers when there are enough tow 
trucks on scene.

Commissioners debated on how 
to proceed, with County Judge Mark 
Keough in favor of moving forward on 
the motion with the intent to mod-
ify it at a later date. Commissioners 
ultimately tabled the item and will 
bring it back to discussion at a work-
shop Jan. 9 at 6 p.m., and they urged 
stakeholders to attend the meeting to 
weigh in.

COUNTY

Commissioners table tow rotation system ordinance following concerted opposition
An ordinance that would have 

established a 15-minute rotation for 
tow truck companies failed to pass 
at a Nov. 26 Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court meeting, largely 
due to concerted opposition from tow 
company representatives.

The ordinance was to regulate 
towing at incident scenes, or crash 
sites, through an incident manage-
ment rotation list, which would have 
been e� ective in January. It would also 
restrict towed vehicles to be stored 
inside Montgomery County.

Commissioners said they will bring 
the item back to discussion Jan. 9.

The issue of how to best regulate 
tow trucks has been a source of 
contention since 2015, commission-
ers said. The current method has 
resulted in numerous tow trucks 
simultaneously responding to and 
congregating on incident scenes, 
which can cause safety issues, 
according to the ordinance.

The sheri� ’s o�  ce would have 

BY EVA VIGH

WHAT WAS IN THE
ORDINANCE?
The ordinance that failed to pass 
at Montgomery County Comis-
sioners Court would have regulat-
ed towing and storage services. 

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Required towing companies to re-
spond to crash site within 15 minutes

Restricted towed vehicles to be stored 
only inside Montgomery County

Delegated enforcement authority to 
the Montgomery County sheriff

JOIN THE DISCUSSION
Commissioners urged stakeholders to 
attend the Jan. 9 workshop meeting 
at 6 p.m. to weigh in. 



FERNLAND 
HISTORICAL PARK

770 Clepper St., Montgomery

936-597-7764 www.fernland.org
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A PRESCRIPTION IS NOT REQUIRED TO BEGIN PHYSICAL THERAPY FOR MOST INSURANCES!

936-494-1292936-294-0283

• Physical Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy
• Massage Therapy

• Injury Prevention
• Golf Specifi c Rehab
• Free balance screenings

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION!
NOW OFFERING AQUATIC THERAPY IN OUR CONROE OFFICE!

www.ptaclinic.com

WE 
OFFER:

On July 9, Montgomery and Sam 
Houston made an agreement to restore 
several logs on the Crane Cabin, 
which was originally built in 1867 by 
Nickolas Crane, a Civil War veteran of 
the Confederate army. 

Mike Muckleroy, the director of pub-
lic works for the city of Montgomery, 
said the board of the park reached out 
to the city about the logs several years 
ago. The city originally looked at a pri-
vate contractor that would replace the 
logs for about $21,000, but Muckleroy 
said Sam Houston was able to recom-
mend another contractor who agreed 
to do the work for about $7,500.

Muckleroy said the repairs were 
needed due to the natural aging pro-
cess of the cabin, not any accident.

“A lot of it has to do with the fact that 
[the wall is] on the north side of the 
house. On the north side of the build-
ing is typically where you get all your 
moisture; it’s where your mildew grows 
and such,” Muckleroy said. “But once 

these logs start this rotting process, it 
gets accelerated pretty quickly.”

The new logs should be in place 
by the end of 2019, he said. Although 
the contract covers work through 
February, Muckleroy said this is just a 
precaution in case Montgomery expe-
riences severe winter weather.

The repairs have a particular 

PHOTOS BY ANDY LI/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COMMUNITY Crane Cabin was built in 1867 by Nickolas Crane and his wife, Mary Ann Havard, in Angeline County, Alabama. It will soon undergo restoration.

City of Montgomery, Sam Houston State University work to preserve historical cabin
For someone driving along Clep-

per Drive in Montgomery, Fernland 
Historical Park may seem like an odd 
collection of old houses. But city o�  -
cials and docents, people who act as 
guides in museums or other historical 
sites, said the park has a rich history 
that the city of Montgomery is now 
working on preserving.

Founded in 2012, Fernland Park is 
home to four pioneer-era cabins that 
were relocated and restored by preser-
vation architect Carroll Tharp and his 
wife, Mae Tharp, docent Eva Rains said.

“They just loved buying and 
restoring old houses and log cabins,” 
Rains said.

Rains said concentrated e� ort 
between the Tharps, local historical 
groups, the city of Montgomery and 
Sam Houston State University led to 
the creation of Fernland Park, where 
the public can learn about the histori-
cal value of the cabins.

BY ANDY LI

importance to Rains, as she is a 
descendant of the Cranes. In fact, her 
mother and her cousin Pearl Rains 
played in the cabin as children.

“I started investigating, and I was 
able to get a lot of information from 
the university in Huntsville, and the 
rest is history. I mean, it was already 
historical,” Rains said.

Docent Eva Rains stands by the plaque of her ancestors’ cabin, Crane Cabin.
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 An areawide

ISSUE
Each neighborhood mapped has at least one resident who saw an increase in water bills between 
July and October. Residents reported directly to Community Impact Newspaper or on Nextdoor, a 
social networking site. Water providers say the higher charge has to do with increased usage.  

SOURCE: NEXTDOOR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Ridgelake Shores
Walden on Lake Conroe

Grand Harbor Boulevard

Kinderwood Trail

Shady Woods

Seven Coves Road

Grand Lake Estates Drive

Ladera Creek

Lake Forest Falls

Bentwater Drive

SAMPLE BILL

936-539-1109 |  DOUGLASJEWELERS.NET  |  1109 W. Dallas Street, Suite 130, Conroe, TX. 77301

Conroe’s Premier 
Pre-owned Rolex Watches

Rolex and the model names mentioned are registered trademarks of Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc. Not an authorized dealer for, or affi  liated with, endorsed or sponsored by, Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc. or any affi  liates or subsidiaries

Oyster Perpetual 
Date Submariner

Men’s Date Just 
Oyster Perpetual

Ladies Date Just 
Oyster Perpetual

Oyster Perpetual 
Date GMT-Master

Oyster Perpetual 
Date Submariner

30%
OFF
ALL DIAMOND 
JEWELRY WITH 

THIS AD

Fine Pre-Owned Rolex Timepieces |  Fine Jewely |  Estate Jewelry |  We Buy Gold

FREE GIVEWAY DRAWING 
Sign up before December 21st for your 

chance to win an S&W AR-15 or a 
Diamond Cross Necklace.
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city’s assistant director of public works. 
In the city of Montgomery, Septem-

ber was the month with the most water 
used—16.7 million gallons—from Octo-
ber 2018 to October 2019, according to a 
Gulf Utility Services Operations Report. 

The SJRA did increase its rates for its 
users by between 3%-4% on Sept. 1, 

WATER

High water bills frustrate residents area-wide; providers point to increased usage 
Residents in the Conroe and Mont-

gomery area said they were hit with 
unusually high water bills recently, but 
local water providers are citing a spike 
in water usage for the increase.

Dozens of residents from neighbor-
hoods such as Ridgelake Shores and 
Bentwater Drive reported higher than 
usual water bills between July and 
October, particularly in September. 

Emily Guerra, a resident of Ridgelake 
Shores in Montgomery, said her bill 
went from $50 to $232 between August 
and September. Her household used 
31,487 gallons of water in September, 
but her usage the rest of the year never 
exceeded 5,000 gallons, excluding May, 
which was less than 10,500 gallons. 

Sarah Clark, a resident of Lake 
Forest Falls near Lake Conroe, said 
on Nextdoor that her bill is usually 
$75 but totaled $325 in September. 
Tori Miller, a resident of Seven Coves, 
said her September water bill totaled 
13,500 gallons—the highest she has 
had in the seven years living there.

“We were out of town for eight 
days in the billing period,” she said. 

Meanwhile, o�  cials with the San 
Jacinto River Authority said the issue 
is likely due to an increase in water 
consumption during hot, dry months 
or perhaps a leak.

REASONS FOR RISING RATES

SJRA General Manager Jace Hous-
ton said increased bills correlate with 
increased water consumption. 

Looking citywide, the city of Conroe 
averaged 13.17 million gallons pro-
duced per day in September, compared 
to an average of 10.02 million gallons 
from September 2018 to September 
2019, according to Jason Miller, the 

BY EVA VIGH
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A sample water bill, provided by 
Emily Guerra, a resident of Ridgelake 
Shores in Montgomery, shows a spike 
in water usage in September 2019.

and it now charges a � at fee of $2.80 
per 1,000 gallons, Houston said. How-
ever, water providers usually charge 
higher rates for higher usage. 

“They’re trying to encourage people 
to use less water,” Houston said. 

Simon Sequeira, the president of 
Quadvest, a privately owned water 
provider, echoed Houston’s statement 
about the reoccurring outcry. 

“We see this every summer. ... 
People’s waters bills go up, and that’s 
when they get mad,” he said. 

OTHER EXPLANATIONS

There may be other causes for high 
water bills for speci� c subdivisions. 

Residents of newly developed Ladera 

Creek, The Woodlands Hills and North 
Meadows subdivisions said their bills 
have been high since they moved in. 

Willis City Manager Robert Evans 
said water usage is high in North 
Meadows because the developers built 
automatic sprinklers at each house that 
run o�  the same meter that measures 
household water usage.

Meanwhile, Diana Dailey, a res-
ident of The Woodlands Hills, said 
she contacted her utilities company 
regarding her water usage, which was 
much higher than her previous home, 
and the company agreed to do a study. 
Community Impact Newspaper has been 
unable to verify details of this study as 
of press time. 



From business meetings to brunch with friends, 
we're bringing something new to historic downtown Conroe.

406 North Thompson Street, Conroe, TX, 77301  |  936-521-1007  |  www.flour-ish.com

Catering, Private Parties,
Local Delivery

Come and enjoy our new dinner menu and beautiful
boutique wines by the bottle, glass, and retail.

CONNECT WITH US

JOIN US 
FOR DINNER

5-9pm
Thurs-Sat

Order your corporate gifts today!

Holiday Dinners 
in December.
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The entities the district will even-
tually partner with must meet several 
standards, including implementing 
CISD curriculum, having teachers meet 
o�  cial quali� cations, and having class-
rooms and play areas that meet CISD 
standards, Hines said.

Questions on some aspects of the 
partnership remain, he said. 

“We’re still trying to � gure it out, 
so I don’t have all the answers,” 
Hines said.
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 CONROE ISD  Conroe ISD heard reports 
and presentations on its plans for 
creating partnerships ahead of its 
implementation of full-day pre-K.

Deputy Superintendent Chris Hines 
asked the CISD board of trustees for 
approval to seek partnerships with 
public and private pre-K locations to 
provide education for eligible stu-
dents. There are currently two pilot 
programs for full-day pre-K at Sam 
Houston and Houser elementary 
schools in Conroe.

Full-day pre-K is a requirement 
that came with House Bill 3, which 
was signed into law June 11. CISD can 
apply for two three-year vouchers to 
postpone implementing full-day pre-K 
districtwide, but Hines said the dis-
trict has to “demonstrate the need” for 
growth and solicit these partnerships 
for eligible preschoolers.

Students can be eligible for full-day 
pre-K for several reasons, such as if 
they are homeless or if they are unable 
to speak or understand English.

“WE KNOW WE HAVE SOME SCHOOLS 
WITH A LITTLE BIT OF ROOM, AND 
WE KNOW WE HAVE SCHOOLS 
WE NEED TO FIND 
SOLUTIONS FOR.”

—DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 
CHRIS HINES
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Conroe ISD to rezone overcrowded feeder zones
 CONROE ISD  To accommodate 
district growth, Conroe ISD is 
cra� ing new attendance boundaries 
ahead of the opening of Stockton 
Junior High School in August. 

However, Deputy Superintendent 
Chris Hines said he is also having the 
CISD Attendance Boundary Commit-
tee look at elementary schools in The 
Woodlands and College Park feeder 
zones to address overcrowding.

“We know we have some schools 
with a little bit of room, and we 
know we have schools we need to 
� nd solutions for,” Hines said.

Updates from Conroe ISD

Conroe ISD considers private pre-K partnerships 
ahead of future implementation districtwide

COMPILED BY ANDY LIEDUCATION BRIEFS

Montgomery ISD meets Jan. 21 at 7 p.m.

20774 Eva St., Montgomery
936-276-2000 • www.misd.org

Conroe ISD meets Jan. 21 at 6 p.m.

3205 W. Davis St., Conroe
936-709-7752 • www.conroeisd.net

Willis ISD meets Jan. 13 at 5:30 p.m.

204 W. Rogers Road, Conroe
936-856-1200 • www.willisisd.org

MEETINGS

With 751 students and 12 portable 
classrooms, Ride Elementary School 
is at 131% capacity. Lamar and Glen 
Loch elementary schools are both 
also overcapacity at 111% and 104%, 
respectively, Hines said.

The committee, made up of educa-
tors, administrators and parents, will 
create a dra�  proposal and present it 
to the community in December, a� er 
press time, to gather feedback, he 
said. In January, the committee will 
then present an updated dra�  to the 
community before presenting a � nal 
proposal in February.
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Home is here for the holidaysHome is here for the holidays

Conroe Fabrication and Woodworks

2000 Airport Road, Conroe
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CABINETS GALORE!
Cabinetry is the foundation of Conroe 
Fabrication and Woodworks. There are 
many different styles of cabinet doors.

 ARCH DOOR raised panel with half of 
an oval-shaped curve

 BEADBOARD DOOR  decorative wood 
paneling with vertical grooves

 CATHEDRAL DOOR  a recessed panel 
with an arch at the top

 SLAB DOOR  a fl at door that is not 
recessed or raised

 SHAKER DOOR  a recessed panel with 
a simple design

From left: Designer Cory Webster, carpenter Mac Lea and manager Curtiss Callaway hold the workshop’s new logo.

 W ith a new name, Conroe 
Fabrication and Woodworks’ 

new manager, Curtiss Callaway, said 
his team hopes to continue providing 
high-quality cabinets and furniture 
to the Conroe and Montgomery area.

Originally named The Carpenter’s 
Helper, the business opened in 2017 
to provide high-tech routing and 
design capabilities for cabinetry using 
advanced equipment and so� ware, 
said Rick Pfahl, one of the investors.

The business is now rebranding to 
Conroe Fabrication and Woodworks 
under Callaway, who came on in the 
last few months. Callaway said he is 
excited to be a part of a business that 

he enjoys so much more compared to 
working in an o�  ce environment.

Callaway said cabinetry is going to 
remain the focus of the business.

“We can sit people down in here, and 
we can design their whole kitchen liter-
ally in a couple hours,” Callaway said.

When a customer wants a piece 
from the workshop, they come in 
and go through a design process with 
the sta� , according to Callaway. He 
said the sta�  uses design so� ware 
to create a 3D rendering of what the 
customer wants.

The workshop also strives to make 
the installation process as “painless” 
as possible. Callaway said the process 

from design to installation is about a 
month long, though installation itself 
only takes from one to � ve days.

Carpenter Mac Lea said Conroe 
Fabrication and Woodworks has tech-
nological opportunities most shops in 
the area lack.

Even as the name and business are 
changing, Callaway said his love of 
working with his hands and serving 
the area will continue to be the foun-
dation of the business.

“You can tell the di� erence ...  
when you start a job and then when 
you do [it] right by a customer,” Cal-
laway said. “I love that. That’s why 
I’m sticking around.”

BY ANDY LIConroe Fabrication and Woodworks
Carpentry workshop continues cabinet focus under new management

BUSINESS FEATURE
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Conroe Fabrication and Woodworks 
uses various machines to expedite the 
construction process. 

The design process takes about a month 
for each project.
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10% Off
Sticker Price

2212 B North Frazier,
Conroe, TX 77303 • 936-441-2026 

www.stylishcarpet.com

YOUR LOCAL FLOORING, COUNTERTOPS 
AND TILE DISTRIBUTION CENTER
We sell the very best surfacing products to beautify your project.
Choose from fi ne woods, tiles, carpets, laminates and vinyl products.
We offer granite, quartz, natural stone countertops and more.
Servicing both commercial and residential clients

Our design service is 
included with your purchase

 A � er two years of serving seafood 
to the Montgomery area, Amore 

Fine Dining & Spirits is looking to 
relocate to a much larger venue.

Alfred Limani and his wife, Vjosa 
Berisha, opened Amore in 2017 with 
a third partner, but the two took over 
full management and ownership in 
October of that year. Although the 
business is now going well, Berisha 
said the original period of transition 
was di�  cult, and she even needed her 
80-year-old parents’ help.

“It was so emotional that very o� en 
on my way here from home, I would 
cry,” Berisha said. “When business 
started to grow and customers were 
loving it every day, my heart was 
exploding from happiness.”

Limani said when the restaurant 
� rst opened, the menu had a lot of 
fried items, including onion rings and 
french fries. 

But now, it is much more re� ned, 
with fresh vegetables and more 
authentic Italian food, he said.

Berisha said Amore is well known 
for its seafood and pastas, such as 
shrimp scampi. But she said all of the 
menu items are fairly popular.

“Our menu is great. ... It’s very 
simple and very nice,” Berisha said.

Berisha said longtime friends and 
customers Kay and Gilbert Bazan have 
begun working on a new location for 
Amore, which they plan to open in 
early 2020.

“They are bringing such a gor-
geous building, and they are giving 
us such a wonderful opportunity to 
grow,” Berisha said.

Berisha said the new venue will 
be located at 14860 Hwy. 105 W., 

Montgomery. 
She said the new location will have 

a 150-seat capacity and an outdoor 
patio with an additional 50 seats and 
a full bar. The new location will also 
have a piano, a VIP section and a 
meeting room.

“The new Amore is going to be 
completely, very high, � ne dining,” 
Berisha said. “It’s something di� erent 
… than what is in the area. Completely 
di� erent style.”

The restaurant has also hired an 
Italian food consultant to improve 
and expand the menu with a wider 
wine selection and more authentic 
Italian dishes. Berisha said they 
will keep the restaurant’s favorites 
dishes, but hope to expand and 
improve other dishes.

“The prices are not going, much, 
to change. We will strive to have even 
better quality [and] more dishes, 
but the prices, we hope, will not 
increase,” Berisha said.

Amore will continue serving cus-
tomers from its current location until 
it o�  cially moves.

Berisha said she and her husband 
have been “blessed” by the love and 
support of the community as the 
restaurant has grown.

“You put your heart here, and God 
takes care of it,” Berisha said.
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Amore Fine Dining & Spirits

7099 Walden Road, Ste. 110, 
Montgomery

936-582-1053

www.amorefi nedining.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE BY ANDY LI

Amore Fine Dining & Spirits
Seafood restaurant looks to grow in new venue

The frutti de mare ($25) has mussels, 
shrimp and calamari. 

Amore offers many dessert specials, 
including pumpkin cheesecake ($7).

Owner Alfred  
Limani presents 
a grotto house 

salad ($12). 

THAT’S AMORE!
After two years at its current location, Amore Fine Dining & Spirits is looking to move 
to a new 150-seat capacity venue with outdoor seating and a full bar in early 2020.

OLD RIVER RD.

WALDEN RD.

LAKE CONROE105

2

1

  1  CURRENT LOCATION
17099 Walden Road, Ste. 110,
Montgomery

  2  NEW LOCATION (OPENING 2020)
14860 Hwy. 105 W., Montgomery



 Over 180,000 Sq. feet of retail, offi  ce and offi  ce/warehouse fl ex space
Minutes from Downtown Montgomery, Lake Conroe and the Woodlands

LAND TRACTS • BUILD TO SUIT • MANCAVES
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there need to be more resources and 
support in the county.

Jeff  Williams, founder of Eagle Nest 
Ministries’ Soaring Eagles re-entry pro-
gram in Conroe, said without concerted 
resources and support, off enders tend 
to commit more crimes, putting public 
safety at risk and costing taxpayers. 

“We don’t have coordinated eff orts 
locally,” Williams said. “The county 
isn’t prepared at this point to deal with 
the re-entry piece.”

EFFECT ON THE PUBLIC

Recidivism, or the tendency of a 
convicted criminal to re-off end, aff ects 
the public from a safety and economic 
standpoint, said Sarah Chapman, a 
professor of criminal justice at Lone 
Star College-Montgomery.

“Recidivism impacts everyone,” she 
said. “Crime rates aff ect our property 
values, feelings of personal safety, 
insurance rates [and] taxes ... It would 
be economically responsible to invest 
in rehabilitation and re-entry in an 
attempt to reduce incarceration rates 
and criminal re-off ending.”

According to preliminary data pend-
ing fi nal review from the Texas Criminal 
Justice Coalition, 141 individuals were 
sentenced to Montgomery County Jail 
in 2019, as of July. The average cost to 
county taxpayers to incarcerate this 
population per day is $8,676, according 
to the coalition. Meanwhile, the total 
annual number of individuals from the 
county sentenced to state-level confi ne-
ment as of July 2019 was 2,671—costing 
state taxpayers about $150,500 per day. 

Newly released off enders who lack 
support or resources are more likely to 
recidivate, Springer said. 

“They’re just going back to where 
they came from, and because they go 
back to where they came from, they’re 
going to get in trouble again,” he said.

In 2018, 105 individuals in 

Montgomery County returned to state 
prisons aft er having parole or supervi-
sion revoked, according to the Criminal 
Justice Coalition. Formerly incarcerated 
individuals are also almost 10 times 
more likely to be homeless than the gen-
eral public, according to the coalition. 

GROUNDWORK BY NONPROFITS

There are more than 60 agencies in 
Montgomery County that provide re-
entry services or related services rang-
ing from drug and alcohol addiction to 
housing and employment searching, 
Chapman said. However, these agen-
cies tend to lack adequate funding, 
nonprofi t representatives said. 

“I’ve got the vision, the connec-
tions, but I don’t have any money,” 
Williams said. 

Williams said he believes Eagles Nest 
Ministries, which relies on donations 
and grants, is the only organization in 
the Conroe and Montgomery area that 
specifi cally targets re-entry from pris-
ons through an in-home program. The 
12-month program houses up to 12 men 
at a time and has a 0% recidivism rate 
among graduates, he said. 

Justin Vough graduated from the 
program in 2016 aft er serving 14 years 
in prison—fi ve of which were in soli-
tary confi nement. Vough said Eagles 
Nest Ministries helped him turn his life 
around, and he now works as a man-
ager at The Catch in Conroe.

“The program really truly helped 
me,” he said. 

Williams said he is trying to expand 
the program by increasing the number 
of permanent housing units from fi ve to 
30. But to truly scale his business model, 
Williams said he must connect with 
local apartments and industries. 

“If we coordinated that eff ort, 
we would reduce recidivism in our 
county,” Williams said.

According to the Texas Workforce 
Commission, the Texas Housing Act pro-
tects individuals from discriminatory 

Recidivism, or the tendency of an offender to commit more crimes, 
affects the public from an economic and public safety standpoint.

*BASED ON COUNTY OF CONVICTION

SOURCES: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, TEXAS CRIMINAL JUSTICE COALITION, LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Average cost to Montgomery County taxpayers 
to incarcerate the jail population per day is

Average cost to state taxpayers to 
incarcerate the prison population is

per 
day

individuals sentenced to Montgomery 
County Jail in 2019 through July

individuals from Montgomery County sentenced 
to state-level confi nement in 2019 through July
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Parole can be revoked when an offender fails to comply with the conditions of his or her 
parole, and the offender may be re-arrested. Here is the most recent available data.

re-incarcerated re-incarceratedre-arrested re-arrested

According to 2015 data from the Legislative Budget Board, a portion of those released 
statewide from prison or jail were re-arrested within three years of their release.



PREMIER HOMES

Affordable Customized Luxury is Here...

Including Modulars

Energy Efficient
10 Year Structural Warranty

Kith Custom Soft-Close Cabinetry

Your Greater Houston
Franklin Homes Dealer

936-264-3335
12886 TX-105 E Conroe, TX.  77306 License #: 35865

Call today to 
learn more

For a virtual Tour Visit: https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=nsUit1wQnEF

Picture Your Family Here!
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housing practices based on traits such 
as sex and race. However, a person’s 
criminal background is not listed. Wil-
liams said he has not been able to find 
apartments in the area that accept fel-
ons unless he personally knows the 
apartment owner.

Conroe resident John Allen said he 
was arrested for stealing 
when he was younger. 
Years later, he applied 
to be an animal control 
officer. But because of 
his Class B misdemeanor, 
Allen said he is barred for 
life to serve in a civic posi-
tion within the county.

“My desire to help the community by 
being in law enforcement was shot to 
[hell],” he said. 

Other local organizations do not spe-
cifically focus on re-entry but rather 
addiction or prison ministry.  

Innerfaith Disciple House in Con-
roe is designed to help men overcome 
addiction and substance abuse. The 
organization does not rely on state 
funding but on donations, grants and 
payments from program participants. 

Innerfaith serves about 16 men 
a year and has a graduation rate of 
70%, while most rehab and treatment 
centers have 10%-17% success rates, 

founder and Director Chris Follet said. 
The organization is working to open a 
medical detox facility in late 2020 or 
early 2021, he said. 

New Life Women’s Center, a faith-
based rehab center, implemented its 
New Life Enrichment program at Mont-
gomery County Jail in February in part-

nership with the Mont-
gomery County Sheriff’s 
Office. As of October, 
about 35 women have suc-
cessfully completed the 
program, which teaches 
them to take charge of 
their lives, program Direc-
tor Vanessa Ramos said. 

Ramos said she believes the program 
benefits not only the women enrolled 
but also all of society.

“If they’re not healthy, then we’re 
still living in a world of crime,” she 
said. “If we can remove that, then 
we’re only helping ourselves.”

LOOKING STATEWIDE

Statewide data suggests recidivism 
rates have remained steady in recent 
years. Between fiscal years 2010 and 
2015—the most recent data available—
the percentage of individuals released 
from prison who were re-arrested 
within three years of release ranged 

from 45.4% and 47.3%, according to 
the Legislative Budget Board. For state 
prisons, this number ranged from 
60.7% to 62.9%.

Countywide and jail-specific data 
is more difficult to determine. A rep-
resentative from Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office said the office is unable 
to provide data related to recidivism or 
release rates because it does not track 
that data. The sheriff’s office also did 
not return requests for an interview. 

Jay Jenkins, a Harris County project 
attorney for the Texas Criminal Justice 
Coalition, said the lack of reliable data 
and transparency makes it difficult to 
allocate resources and plan infrastruc-
ture to accommodate the influx of indi-
viduals released each day.

“Although the community efforts are 
amazing, the lack of data and decen-
tralization of everything makes it diffi-
cult for those communities that are on 
the ground doing this work to coordi-
nate,” he said. 

In addition to collecting more data, 
Jenkins said the state should make 
funding for nonprofits more accessi-
ble so they do not need to establish 
grant-writing departments and strug-
gle to obtain funds. 

“In an ideal world, there would be 
state funds that go to these organizations 

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

Formerly incarcerated 
individuals are almost 

10 TIMES 
more likely to be 

homeless than the 
general public.

AGENCIES 
HELPING
More than 60 agencies in Montgomery 
County provide services related to 
re-entry. Local organizations include:

EAGLES NEST MINISTRIES
Offers 12-month, in-home re-entry 
program for up to 12 men at a time
www.eaglesnestconroe.com

SUIT UP MINISTRIES
Teaches men life skills to become better 
fathers • www.suitupministries.org

NEW LIFE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
Offered in Montgomery County Jail for 
eligible women to take control of their 
lives; about 35 women have graduated 
as of October 
www.creativeoutreach.com

INNERFAITH DISCIPLE HOUSE
Faith-based program for men struggling 
with addiction and alcoholism; helps up 
to 16 men a year
 www.innerfaithdisciplehouse.com

in an efficient way,” he said.  “If [organi-
zations had] a little more funding, they 
could really streamline [their efforts].”



303 Longmire Rd.   Conroe, TX 77304

281-292-6100
www.brownstoneofficecondos.com 701 N. FRAZIER, CONROE TX 77301 | WWW.THELOFTSCONROE.COM

DON’T MISS OUT! CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOUR TOUR! 832-699-3289

GRAND OPENING
N O W  L E A S I N G

$99
MOVE IN 

WITH A 

15 MONTH 

LEASE

• Minutes from Downtown Conroe
• Great  Location for Shopping and Dining
• Only 15 Minutes from Beautiful 

Lake Conroe

of LGBT students 
face verbal 
harassment 
for their sexual 
orientation.

of students 
attend a school 
without a 
comprehensive 
anti-bullying 
policy.
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The controversy surrounding 
LGBTQ students in local 
school districts began with 
a cosmetology event in 
Willis High School.

Several institutions have conducted 
research into the lives and challenges 
LGBTQ high school students face in 
Texas, specifi cally inside schools.

GLSEN conducts an annual national 
survey of secondary schools. Here are 
the results of the 2017 Texas survey.

The Williams Institute at the Uni-
versity of Los Angeles School of Law 
surveyed lesbian, gay and bisexual 
students in the Houston area in 2017.

of lesbian, gay and 
bisexual students 
in the Houston 
area have seriously 
considered 
suicide, compared 
to 11.6% of non-
LGB students.

OCT. OCT.

18 21
Drag queen Lynn 

Adonis-Deveaux 
speaks in front of a 

Willis High School 
cosmetology class 

about makeup 
application.

Inman speaks to Community 
Impact Newspaper. “The 

LGBTQ community is one 
of the most vile, hate-fi lled 

communities I’ve ever come 
across, and I’ve spent time in 

the Middle East with Hezbollah 
and radical Muslims. … These 

folks are vicious,” Inman said.
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CONTINUED FROM 1

hate-� lled communities I’ve ever come 
across, and I’ve spent time in the Mid-
dle East with Hezbollah and radical 
Muslims,” Inman said in an interview 
with Community Impact Newspaper on 
Oct. 28. “These folks are vicious.”

Inman’s comments were both 
defended and admonished, with some 
calling for his resignation. Holding back 
tears, Conroe High School student Zoey 
Nofchissey stood before the CISD board 
of trustees on Nov. 19 and told Inman 
how his comments hurt her.

“To call us vile and disgusting and 
[say] that we’re vicious is wrong. It’s 
very wrong,” Nofchissey said.

Some local LGBTQ students said 
Inman’s comments and the drag queen 
debate highlighted their need for more 
resources and support for LGBTQ 
youth. There are an estimated 158,500 
LGBTQ youth in Texas, according to 
the Williams Institute at the University 
of Los Angeles in 2017.

Meanwhile, others in the community 
have voiced that they have the right to 
object to “alternative lifestyles.”

DIVIDED OVER DRAG

The drag queen event took place 
Oct. 18, when a Willis High cosmetol-
ogy teacher hosted a drag queen who 
performs under the name Lynn Adonis-
Deveaux to teach makeup application. 
Adonis-Deveaux was wearing jeans but 
also wore heels and makeup, according 
to WISD. 

“The speaker did as asked, which 
was to talk to students about makeup 

application,” WISD said in a statement.
Following the event, Inman said 

on Facebook he does not want “alter-
native lifestyles” promoted in Mont-
gomery County schools. In response 
to community outrage, WISD changed 
its guest policy procedure so teachers 
must get approval for guest speakers as 
well as send a parent letter to provide 
an opportunity for parents to opt out 
their children, WISD Director of Com-
munications Jamie Fails said. 

Community response over the inci-
dent was divided. At the CISD board 
meeting Nov. 19, several people called 
for Inman’s resignation following his 
comments on social media, including 
Rachel Walker, a CISD parent and the 
engagement specialist for The Wood-
lands Pride, which organizes an annual 
Pride celebration. 

“Our kids are leading the way on 
what it means to be kind and inclusive; 
it’s us parents that need a refresher,” 
Walker said. “The only way I see to 
move forward and to a� ect positive 
change is for [Inman] to issue a public 
apology and resign.”

Several residents and community 
members defended Inman and sug-
gested drag and LGBTQ lifestyles may 
not be welcome in the community.

Jay Gross, West Conroe Baptist Church 
senior pastor, defended Inman’s charac-
ter at the Nov. 19 CISD meeting, saying 
Inman has housed homeless families 
and those displaced by hurricanes.

“I’ve even seen [Inman] go to prison 
a� er his daughter was assaulted and 
speak to the prisoner who assaulted 
her about forgiveness,” Gross said. 

“We are Americans, and you have 
the right to believe what you want to 
believe ... But you do not have the right 
to demand that I agree and applaud 
and support what you believe.” 

CISD resident Kevin Williams said he 
believes the community is orchestrat-
ing a “witch hunt” against Inman.

In response, CISD issued a state-
ment Nov. 21 that the views expressed 
by Inman do not represent the views 
of the board of trustees or the dis-
trict. At the time of publication, CISD 
has not responded to demands for 
Inman’s resignation. Inman declined 
to be interviewed again.

MORE VULNERABLE POPULATION

Much of the criticism Inman faced 
focused on the adverse e� ect his words 
had on LGBTQ students in CISD and 
WISD. Some statewide research indi-
cates LGBTQ students are more vul-
nerable to bullying and mental health 
issues than non-LGBTQ peers. 

Research by the Williams Institute 
in 2017 found Houston lesbian, gay 
and bisexual students from ninth to 
12th grade are nearly three times as 
likely to “seriously consider suicide” 
compared to their non-LGB peers, with 
15% of LGB students needing medical 

SOURCES: GSLEN, THE WILLIAMS INSTITUTE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Conroe ISD trustee 
Dale Inman begins 

posting messages 
on Facebook 

criticizing 
Willis ISD and 

WHS Principal 
Stephanie 

Hodgins.

Montgomery County has several 
formal and informal support 
programs for LGBTQ students 
and their families.
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LGBTQ: Fefers to the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer com-
munity. Letters can be dropped or added 
when referring to different groups.

Drag performer: An entertainer who 
performs with exaggerated features typ-
ically associated with another gender. 
Some drag performers are transgender, 
but others are not.

Transgender: Describes an individual 
whose gender identity and/or expres-
sion may not match their physical, sexual 
characteristics or sex assigned at birth.

Queer: The term was used as a pejora-
tive, but others have reclaimed it as an 
umbrella term for LGBTQ individuals.

NOV. NOV.OCT.

11 1928
Inman speaks to Community 

Impact Newspaper. “The 
LGBTQ community is one 

of the most vile, hate-fi lled 
communities I’ve ever come 

across, and I’ve spent time in 
the Middle East with Hezbollah 

and radical Muslims. … These 
folks are vicious,” Inman said.

Parents, teachers 
and community 

members speak 
at a WISD board 

meeting in 
defense of  and to 

criticize the event 
and the district’s 

response.

Conroe ISD hears the 
fi rst calls for Inman’s 

resignation, with 
approximately 30 

people speaking on the 
issue. Although many 

criticized Inman, several 
community members 

and parents praised him.
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treatment for suicide attempts. 
Caitlin Clark, a Texas research asso-

ciate with GLSEN, a national educa-
tional organization that works to help 
LGBTQ students, said school policies 
and practices can foster discrimi-
nation for LGBTQ youth. Clark said 
Texas schools have no policies pro-
tecting LGBTQ students, and Texas 
is a “no promo homo” state, mean-
ing schools can only mention LGBTQ 
people or topics in health classes in a 
negative sense.

“It’s not just other students that 
are making hostile school climates,” 
she said. “It’s o� en the teachers and 
policies and systems that are set up to 
make these schools unsafe.”

Anthony Lane, a WHS English 
teacher and parent, said at a Nov. 11 
WISD board meeting he regularly hears 
homophobic slurs in the hallways and 
asked the district to help “teach our 
kids to be tolerant and respectful.”

According to GLSEN research, only 
5% of Texan students attend a school 
with a comprehensive anti-bullying 
policy with protections for sexual ori-
entation and gender expression. CISD, 
WISD and Montgomery ISD do not 
have protections for LGBTQ students in 
their bullying or harassment policies 

in their student handbooks.
Brandi Hendrix, principal of Mont-

gomery High School, said although 
the district does not include LGBTQ 
identity in its bullying or harassment 
policy, teachers at her school undergo 
training to identify and deal with bul-
lying and work to create an “inclusive” 
space for their students.

Denise Cipolla, coordinator of guid-
ance and counseling for CISD, said the 
district is supportive of its LGBTQ stu-
dents and works with them to provide 
education to parents and support the 
students in class. However, there is no 
standardized training or process.

Fails said in an email WISD also does 
not have speci� c training or policies 
for its teachers, but “welcomes and 
accepts all students.”

GLSEN has several recommenda-
tions for policies to protect LGBTQ 
students, including assessing school 
climate regularly, adopting compre-
hensive anti-bullying and harassment 
policies, and o� ering training and edu-
cation resources for educators to create 
a welcoming atmosphere for students.

State Rep. Mary Gonzalez, D-Clint, 
chair of the Texas LGBTQ Caucus, said 
in an email the caucus will � ght for 
LGBTQ students, who currently have 

no protection against discrimina-
tion based on their sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity and expression.

LOCAL RESOURCES 

There are some LGBTQ resources in 
Montgomery County. Jamie Lee, chap-
ter president of Montgomery PFLAG, or 
Parents, Families and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays, said her organization 
advocates for the LGBTQ community 
in Montgomery County. Lee said mem-
bers of her group have spoken positively 
about educators in the school districts.

“I think they’ve been very recep-
tive,” Lee said.

Lee said she has recently contacted 
counselors at Lake Creek and Mont-
gomery high schools to provide them 
with her information.

CISD has four Gay-Straight Alliances. 
Ginger Pilot, a foster mother in WISD, 
said her transgender son has also 
helped to start a Gay-Straight Alliance 
at WHS. She said he has found strong 
support among his friends and teachers.

“I haven’t had the resistance from the 
school. And then to hear all these par-
ents [speak against the LGBTQ commu-
nity], it just � oors me,” Pilot said.

Nofchissey said she believes there 
are some kids who are “just like their 

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

SOURCE: NLGJA: THE ASSOCIATION OF LGBTQ 
JOURNALISTS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

parents” and close-minded, but she 
has found a supportive community of 
peers at her school and believes most 
CHS teachers are generally accepting.

“They are very supportive. They care 
so much about their students,” 
Nofchissey said. “They won’t judge.”

PFLAG OF MONTGOMERY, TX
Hosts monthly support groups 
for LGBTQ individuals and 
their families at 
www.facebook.com/
pfl agofmontgomery

THE WOODLANDS PRIDE
Organizes the annual Pride event, 
which celebrates gay rights and 
the LGBTQIA+ community
www.thewoodlandstxpride.org

LGBT OF SPRING, THE 
WOODLANDS AND CONROE
An informal Facebook group of 
adults to connect and socialize
www.facebook.com/
groups/477937062947049

LGBTQ NORTH 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
An informal group for LGBTQ 
people in the more rural north 
Montgomery County
www.meetup.com/montgomery-
lesbian-friends-meetup-group

GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE
Student-led clubs at various 
schools meant to be a safe 
and supportive environment 
for LGBTQ students and their 
straight peers
www.gsanetwork.org
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3 bedroom/2 bath          2,292 sq. ft.           $272,777
Garret Sobczak                                             281-979-9797
Champions Real Estate Group

4 bedroom/3.5 bath        3,018 sq. ft.        $309,000
Adam Olsen                                                   936-689-9123
Abby Realty-AO Team

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

April Sound is a gated community on the south 
shore of Lake Conroe. It sits on about 1,000 acres 
of rolling hills and tall pines. Features include the 
April Sound Country Club with 27 holes of golf, 
12 tennis courts and fi ve swimming pools, as well 
as a a marina and nearby restaurants. 

Median square footage: 2,277

Home values: $149,000-$2.3 million

HOA dues: $844 (annually)

Amenities: pool, tennis courts, golf course

Schools: Madeley Ranch Elementary, 
Montgomery Junior High, Montgomery High 
School

Property taxes* (in dollars):

City of Conroe
Montgomery County
Montgomery County Hospital District
Montgomery ISD
Montgomery County Utility District No. 3
Montgomery County Utility District No. 4 
Total (per $100 valuation) 

*TAX TYPE VARIES FOR EACH PROPERTY

$279,537

APRIL SOUND, 77356

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$110.29$6,960 137

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 12/1/19

87 10

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4-5 bedroom/3 bath        2,589 sq. ft.        $289,900
Stacie Fontenot                                            936-328-0737
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

4 bedroom/3 bath           3,703 sq. ft.          $425,000
Nikki DaSilva                                                 985-773-4428
Coldwell Banker United, Reators-Lake Conroe

180 Park Way

131 April Wind Drive S. 

114 Greenbriar Drive

169 Springs Edge Drive

REAL ESTATE

Neighborhood data provided by Shari Mattern
Better Homes and Gardens Gary Greene • 832-295-4172 • shari.mattern@garygreene.com
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HOMES SOLD (NOVEMBER 2019)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77301 77302 77303 77304 77306 77316 77318 77356

$149,999 or less 22/46 12/47 12/34 20/55 5/22 26/90 26/58 50/79

$150,000-$199,999 9/19 7/85 6/21 10/24 1/7 6/46 6/48 7/132

$200,000-$299,999 16/79 5/85 4/49 36/69 2/82 22/76 13/107 25/56

$300,000-$399,999 2/46 2/35 5/36 16/73 - 6/88 6/75 10/41

$400,000-$499,999 - 2/123 1/91 6/57 - 13/77 3/30 4/103

$500,000-$599,999 - - - - - 6/64 1/66 4/72

$600,000-$799,999 - - - 1/119 - 5/127 - 7/170

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - - 1/32 - 2/112

$1 million + 1/182 - - - - - - 1/139

MARKET DATA

Price 77301 77302 77303 77304 77306 77316 77318 77356

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN NOVEMBER  2018 VS.  2019

+2.8%

+0.8%

+4.1%

-15.6%

+2.5%

+9.4%

-0.7%

+17.8%



Family Owned & Operated
4890 West Davis St. (105)

Conroe, TX 77304

936-760-4020 | www.jeffsjewelry.com

Mon - Fri: 9:30 - 6:00
Sat: 10:00 - 4:00

Find the perfect Christmas present...

20% OFF
Conroe's  Number One Local Family Jeweler

W. DAVIS ST.
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all diamond stud & 
hoop earrings

...they will always treasure.
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Your CBD Store .......................................... 30

TRANSPORTATION
John Wiesner Inc........................................ 31



The CBD Depot
of Texas

10912 FM 1097 West, 
Willis TX

936-900-0074
www.cbddepotoftexas.com

10% OFF 

• Relieves pain
• Improves focus and sleep 
• Lowers stress/anxiety

• Leading National Known Products
• Pharmaceutical Manufactured
• Product Support

Ask about our 
special discount for 
Military, AARP 
members, and First 
Responders.

All purchases.

Make Improving Your 
Quality of Life Your 

New Year’s Resolution!

DELIVERY  
AVAILABLE

on orders over $20 
within a 5-mile 

radius

LUNCH
SPECIALS

starting at
$6.45

Weng’s Wok 
is known for its 

modern interpretation 
of classic dishes and its 

insistence on only using high 
quality fresh ingredients. 

NO MSG | SERVING LUNCH AND DINNER | WE CATER!
Hours 
Sunday - Thursday 11 am-9:30 pm
Friday- Saturday 11 am-10 pm

1140 N. FM 3083 W., 
Suite 1400, Conroe, 77304

WengsWokConroe.com
936-756-8888

QUALITY ASIAN CUISINE

HAPPY HOUR 11AM-7PM: TUES-SAT.
1/2 price appetizers at bar

Discover our Signature Dishes, Craft 
Cocktails, and Delectable Desserts for 
Lunch, Dinner, and Sunday Brunch.

A M E R I C A N  C O M F O R T  F O O D

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.
5454 TX-105  CONROE, TX. 77304

936-703-5225
WWW.CEDARLODGERESTAURANT.COM

BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

WITH US!
Join us on New Year’s Eve with 
the Joe Blues Band. Make your 

reservations today!

BUY ONE 
ENTREE 
GET THE 
SECOND 
$12.00 limit on half price entree. 
Dine in only. One Coupon per table.
Cannot be combined with another offer.  

half off

Excludes alcohol. Take-Out Available. 
Cannot be combined with another offer. 
Valid Tuesday-Friday 11AM-2PM.

OFF LUNCH 
PURCHASE$3

Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Wednesday: 11:00AM-9:00PM
Thursday-Saturday: 11:00AM-10:00PM
Sunday: 10:00AM-3:00PM

FOLLOW US
ONLINE!

fl av
NEW MENU ITEMS 
COME ENJOY OUR NEW
MENU AND WINE LISTBOOK OUR

EXCLUSIVE
EVENT CENTER

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL EVENTS AND 

HOLIDAY PARTIES

N O W  S E R V I N G
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Start Your Beauty Career

TODAY

19380 HWY105 W, Suite 505
Montgomery, TX 77356

936-448-8050

www.mogoacademy.com

FULL, PART, & FLEX-TIME
SCHOOL SCHEDULES

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

WITH NEW ENROLLMENTS

 @MOGOSALONACADEMY

2 FOR 1
Nail Technician and 
Eyelash Certification

GET

2000 Airport Rd., Conroe, 77301 
Check us out on      
(936)703-5051

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!  
REMODEL YOUR KITCHEN OR BATH FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Schedule your FREE
kitchen design 
service today!www.conroefabricationandwoodworks.com

QUALITY YOU CAN SEE AND TASTE

EAT
PLAY
ENJOY
HOMEMADE FRESH MEX-TEX FOOD

8535 FELDER LANE, CONROE • (832) 492-8862

Mon-Sat: 10am-8pm • Sunday: closed 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Buy One Entree,
 Get Second 1/2 OFF

* I T E M  M U S T  B E  O F  E Q U A L  O R  L E S S E R  VA L U E .

Our Family Serving Yours

Professional  
Service  

Lic Nos 
TACLB33409E

MPL42649

281-528-4947 
BradburyBrothers.com

DECEMBER SPECIALS

FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Merry 
Christmas!

$25 off
Heating/Cooling Plumbing Repair 

Not valid with other offers. One per person. 

$5900

Home Health & Safety Inspection 
Not valid with other offers. One per person.

$200 off
Heating/Cooling Plumbing System

Not valid with other offers. One per person. 
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2020ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY

GUIDE
Coming this    

January!
ARE YOU A LOCAL BUSINESS?   SCHEDULE YOUR AD TODAY!

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM�CONTACT �866� 989�6808

COMMUNITY INFO

RESTAURANTS

SHOPPING

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

HEALTH CARE

REAL ESTATE

EDUCATION

Italian Restaurant
Joe's

Conroe, TX 77301
1604 N Frazier

936-760-9002

Dine-In
To-Go
Catering
doordash
www.joesitalianconroe.com

Come and spaghet it at

Featuring the best New York-style Italian food and Brick-Oven Pizza

Tuesday - Saturday
Lunch + Dinner

11am - 10pm
Sunday

11am - 9pm

with CBD

Products
Topical Relief  

Creams
Water Solubles

Tinctures
Edibles

10% off 
any purchase

Free 
Sample

Cannot be combined 
with other offers. 

Keller

Get back to 
being you

936-494-0959
1140 N. FM 3083 
W., Ste. 400, 
Conroe 

936-588-6779
2300 Woodforest 
Pkwy. N, Ste. 200, 
Montgomery

2 locations to 
serve you:
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in The Woodlands

936.270.3333
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-woodlands

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced 
treatments, our leading cancer care is available in 
The Woodlands. We offer personalized guidance 
and support, so you can focus on healing, surviving 
and thriving.

242

HOUSTON METHODIST
CANCER CENTER

45

45

The Woodlands




