
In front of over 3,600 � ags on 
Houston City Hall’s lawn, Lucy Lugo 
Ekpanya shared the story of her hus-
band’s death when he was struck by 
a drunken driver.

“Even though it happened in June 
of 2016, that happens every single 

day, every single morning for me, 
because I wake up with the reality 
that my husband, my best friend and 
the person that I was supposed to 
spend the rest of my life with, isn’t 
here anymore,” she said.

Each of the � ags behind her repre-
sented a life lost on Texas roadways 

in 2018. City and state o�  cials and 
transportation leaders gathered Nov. 
8 to promote the Texas Department 
of Transportation “End the Streak” 
campaign, which raises public 
awareness for safe driving practices 
and dangers facing Texas drivers.

BELLAIRE 
MEYERLAND 
WEST UNIVERSITY 
EDITION
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 8  | DEC. 3, 2019-JAN. 6, 2020

CONTINUED ON 22

CONTINUED ON 20

State, city converge on safety efforts, but advocates say clear strategies, funding are key
Houston begins uphill battle against traffic deaths

BY EMMA WHALEN

Brays Bayou could tap into 
new flood project funding

A� er more than 77% of voters approved Proposition 
8—a state amendment creating the Flood Infrastructure 
Fund—Brays Bayou watershed residents and city and 
� ood district o�  cials are eager to tap into the $793 mil-
lion in potential project money.

The Texas Water Development Board, which will man-
age the fund, released its dra�  guidelines on Nov. 15. It 
outlines a process to begin identifying priorities and lev-
els of funding, which will be used for loans and grants.

BY MATT DULIN AND SHAWN ARRAJJ
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After joining Vision Zero, an international coalition of cities aiming to eliminate traffi c fatalities, Houston is forming an 
action plan to reduce deaths to zero by 2030.

THE ROAD TO ZERO

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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CAR CRASH 
FATALITIES IN 
HOUSTON 2011-19

1, 977*
TOTAL

Driving under the infl uence of 
drugs or alcohol was a factor in 
more than half of fatalities.

0

Prop. 8 is a constitutional 
amendment that created a fl ood 
infrastructure fund, which will be 
used to help fi nance fl ood and 
drainage projects across Texas.

• Fund will be managed 
by the Texas Water 
Development Board

• Received $793 million from 
the state’s Rainy Day Fund

SOURCES: TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD, STRONGER TEXAS, 
JOINT HOUSE RESOLUTION 4/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

What is 
Proposition 8?

To reach its goal, Houston must reduce traffic 
fatalities by an average of almost 20 per year.
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HOUSTON METHODIST

MORE THAN A HOSPITAL

To find a doctor, visit houstonmethodist.org/more  
or call 713.790.3333.

One-Stop Access for  
All Your Health Care Needs
Houston Methodist in the Texas Medical Center is more than just  
a hospital. We offer a full spectrum of care, including:

• Specialty physician offices, imaging and labs

• Teams of experts using the newest technologies

• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs

• Six centers of excellence in cancer, cardiology, gastroenterology, 
neurology, orthopedics and sports medicine, and transplant
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Join Us This Holiday Season
Harbor Light Choir Concert
December 20th at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24th at 6:30 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH RICE BLVD.

SUNSET BLVD.

BISSONNET ST. 1601 Sunset Blvd.
Houston, TX 77005
www.FCCHou.com

713.526.2561
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The city of Houston has recently 
adopted Vision Zero, a policy to reduce 
tra�  c fatalities to zero over a 10-year time 
frame. In this issue, City Hall Reporter 
Emma Whalen explores what this policy 
entails and how it is intended to a� ect 
our city.  We also examine other cities 
that have implemented similar policies.

As a follow-up to recent election cover-
age, we are including an extended Voter 
Guide to keep you informed on the runo�  
elections taking place Dec. 14 (see Page 
13). You can � nd information on runo�  
candidates for the Houston mayoral race, 
District C and Bellaire City Council.

The November election resulted in the 

passage of Proposition 8, which includes 
$793 million of state funds for a new � ood 
infrastructure fund. These new funds 
will be used for a variety of � ood-control 
projects across the state.  City Editor Matt 
Dulin looks at how these funds could 
help the Brays Bayou watershed.  

Part of our mission at Community 
Impact Newspaper is to help businesses 
thrive. Each month we feature a locally 
owned dining venue and business to tell 
their stories to the community. If you 
have a restaurant or local shop you would 
like to nominate, please email me with 
your recommendation. We love to hear 
from you!

New state and local policies to keep an eye on

With the news in November that the Texas Educa-
tion Agency will begin the process of taking over the 
board of trustees of Houston ISD, residents are won-
dering what this means and how it will a� ect their 
schools. We have provided some answers on Page 
9, but the main takeaway is that, in the near term at 
least, the day-to-day operations of the school district 
are unchanged.  

This takeover was triggered by several factors, all 
of which are being challenged by lawsuits � led by 
both the trustees and the teachers union, who argue 
that a takeover violates the Voting Rights Act by over-
ruling the results of the trustee elections. 

Meanwhile, the TEA is moving forward with the 
process of encouraging and vetting local candidates 
who could form the appointed board of managers. 
O�  cials have said they want this board to be repre-
sentative of the entire district. 

If the process moves forward a� er the legal battle, 
it is expected to take several months to implement, 
but would take several years to phase out.

What is going on with Houston ISD? 

ADVERTISE WITH US For advertising inquiries, please contact us at bmwads@communityimpact.com or 866-989-6808.
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IMPACTS
COMING SOON 

  6  Goodsmith, a new home maintenance 
and repair services company, will open a 
new offi ce on Jan. 1 at 2425 Bartlett St., 
Houston. The company, which currently 
serves the Bellaire and West University 
area, offers regular home maintenance 
services through a membership program, 
which includes at least a once-per-month 
check-in and on-call support. The compa-
ny also offers preset rates and oversight of 
home repair and improvement projects.  
877-909-2999. www.mygoodsmith.com

  7  National pizza chain Marco’s Pizza
will open at 9540 S. Main St, Ste. 120, 
Houston, in January. Based in Ohio, the 
chain marked its 40th year in business in 
2018. 713-742-6668. 
www.marcospizza.com 

Southside Commons, the mixed-use 
development under construction at 4191 
Bellaire Blvd., has added two tenants 
ahead of its 2020 opening. The two will 
join the family-friendly dining and enter-
tainment concept Palace Social, Center 
for ENT, and Greater Houston Orthodon-
tics.   8A  Houston Methodist Primary 
Care Group will occupy 15,000 square 
feet on the second fl oor, offering 30 exam 
rooms and staffed by internists and family 
medicine physicians, as well as physician 
assistants and will eventually be joined 
by specialists. www.houstonmethodist.
org/pcg   8B   Houston-based restaurant 
Dish Society will open its sixth location, 
offering its heavily Texas-sourced farm-
to-table fare. www.dishsociety.com

RELOCATIONS

  9  The Mathnasium River Oaks loca-
tion moved to a new space near West 
University, 3361 Westpark Drive, Ste. 
260, Houston, on Nov. 1. The educational 
service is staffed with specially trained 
math instructors to help children gain 
mastery of mathematics skills using an 
individualized approach. 713-697-6284. 
www.mathnasium.com 

  10   Nap Bar moved into a new pop-
up location inside the Galleria, 5085 
Westheimer Road, Houston, across from 
Peli Peli. Like its Rice Village-area coun-
terpart, the shop will offer private suites 

NOW OPEN 

  1  A Memorial Hermann Urgent Care 
clinic opened Nov. 13 at 3501 W. Holcombe 
Blvd. near West University. The clinic 
serves patients of all ages, but it is the fi rst 
urgent care in the Memorial Hermann 
system to offer specialized pediatric care 
for children and newborns, according to a 
news release. The clinic, open seven days 
a week, is staffed by certifi ed pediatric and 
family medicine physicians, and can treat a 
variety of ailments including the fl u, insect 
bites, sprains, fractures and other minor 
injuries. Patients can request appointments 
online, but walk-ins are also welcome. 
713-814-2680. 
www.memorialhermann.org/urgentcare

  2  Houston-native rapper Travis Scott 
reopened his store Space Village, 2408 
Rice Blvd., Houston, on Nov. 10. It was 
formerly a pop-up shop that opened after 
his Astroworld Festival in 2018. Store hours 
vary. www.instagram.com/spacevillage 

  3  The food hall Politan Row opened Nov. 
9 at 2445 Times Blvd. in Rice Village. The 
hall offers several chef-driven concepts, 
ranging from Thai to Mexican to Egyptian 
cuisines, as well as plant-based specialties. 
713-489-2546. www.politanrow.com 

  4  New Orleans-based athleisure and 
lifestyle clothing brand Tasc Performance
opened a pop-up store in Rice Village, 2503 
Amherst St., Houston, on Nov. 1 in antici-
pation of launching a permanent location in 
2020. Tasc produces its own apparel using 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 

a patented material, BamCo, composed of 
bamboo and organic cotton, to offer mois-
ture-wicking and SPF 50-rated clothing 
that is not chemically treated. Originally 
a wholesale brand, Tasc opened its fi rst 
storefront in New Orleans three years ago. 
713-297-8312. www.tascperformance.com

  5  Health care provider Iora Primary Care
opened a clinic at 6613 S. Braeswood Blvd., 
Houston, on Nov. 5, its sixth in the Houston 
area. The primary care offi ce caters to 
adults on Medicare with an emphasis on 
relationships and team-based care with 
doctors and behavioral health specialists 
on-site. Dr. Jung-Hoon Kim, board-certifi ed 
in geriatric and internal medicine and a 
Braeburn-area resident, is the clinic’s lead 
physician. 281-975-2478.  
https://ioraprimarycare.com/braeburn
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AllegianceBank.com  |  281.517.8720
27 Houston and surrounding area locations

Commitment to community. 
At Allegiance, we believe in the power of local. From 
marathons to rodeos, our commitment to giving back to 
the communities we serve is the heart of our business. 
That’s why we proudly volunteer at and sponsor 
activities, events, and partnerships that benefit area 
organizations, schools and residents.

5410 Bellaire Blvd., Suite B
Bellaire, TX 77401
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with organic mattresses and sheets and 
a customized sleep experience for $1 a min-
ute, with membership plans available. The 
pop-up is scheduled to end Feb. 29, 2020. 
832-699-4899. www.napbarnow.com

EXPANSION

  11   New York Deli & Coffee Shop and 
The Bagel Shop Bakery, 9720 Hillcroft St., 
announced Nov. 7 it would expand with a 
new location in fall 2020 at 5422 Bellaire 
Blvd., Bellaire. It will offer 12,000-square 
feet, enough room for up to 320 diners, 
including a private party room. The shop 
will serve breakfast, lunch and dinner and 
offer drive-thru window service. The space 
will also include a kosher bakery as well as a 
catering kitchen. 713-723-5879. 
www.nybagelsandcoffee.com

CLOSINGS

  12   Less than two months after unveiling 
a new concept and expansion by adding a 
cafe and workshop, leather goods boutique 
The Gaspy Collection, 2413 Rice Blvd., 
Houston, closed its location Nov. 5. “We’re 
closing this store to focus our full attention 
to other parts of our business and mission,” 
a message posted on the shop’s front door 
reads. The shop will continue selling goods 
online. 713-750-9042. 
www.thegaspycollection.com

  13   Citing rising rents, Dallas-based Half 
Price Books has announced it will close 
its Rice Village bookshop, 2537 University 
Blvd., Houston. The 11,300-square-foot 
store has been open since 1982 and will 
close on March 8, 2020. The company has 
looked for alternate locations but has not 
been able to find a suitable location in the 
same area, company spokesperson Emily 
Bruce said. “But that does not mean that 
could not change at some point,” she said. 
713-524-6635. www.hpb.com

  14   National discount home goods 
retailer Tuesday Morning announced it is 
closing its Meyerland-area location at 49 
Braeswood Square. In a Nov. 1 financial re-
port, the company said it planned to close 
25 to 35 stores, open three and relocate 
five others as it looked to mitigate declining 
sales. 713-729-2297. 
www.tuesdaymorning.com 

 COMPILED BY MATT DULIN 
News or questions about Bellaire, 

West University or Meyerland? Email us at 
bmwnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT— EXPANSION

The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, 1001 Bissonnet 
St., announced Nov. 6 that its 
multiyear campus expansion 
project will be completed in 
fall 2020 with the opening 
of the Nancy and Rich 
Kinder Building. It will be the 
museum’s third gallery space, 
joining the original Caroline 
Wiess Law Building and the 
Audrey Jones Beck Building. 
The redevelopment of the 
Susan and Fayez S. Sarofim 
Campus was funded through a 
$450 million campaign, raised 
primarily from local donors. 
The project has added a public 
plaza and two buildings to the 
campus, which will comprise 
14 walkable acres when 
complete. 713-639-7300. 
www.mfah.org

A

IN THE NEWS

  15   Houston ISD celebrated the opening 
of a first-of-its-kind community resource 
hub at Westbury High School, 11911 
Chimney Rock Road, Houston, on Nov. 4. 
The Wraparound Transformation Cen-
ter will offer students and their families 
services that address medical and mental 
health needs, food and clothing insecurity,  
housing needs and immigration services. 
The center also houses a laundry room, a 
toiletry and food pantry, three classrooms 
and dedicated spaces for service providers, 
including the nonprofit Change Happens, 
Houston Community College and Work-
force Solutions. “We like to make sure we 
are doing everything and all that we can 
for our kids,” Westbury Principal Susan 
Monaghan said in a news release. “That’s 
what the Wraparound Transformation 
Center is all about—providing anything and 
everything our students need. No task, no 
problem is too large.” www.houstonisd.org C
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 Join us for Houston’s largest day
of Jewish learning!

YOM LIMMUD 2020
Sunday, February 16, 2020 | 9:00 am-3:00 pm

Congregation Beth Israel

New speakers. New experiences. New app. 
New Yom Limmud.

houstonjewish.org/yomlimmud 
Questions? Contact us at yomlimmud@houstonjewish.org

and 
THE BARISH FAMILY

GENEROUSLY ENDOWED BY

At Marine Military Academy, challenge leads to growth and growth 
leads to success. By providing a college-preparatory curriculum in a 
structured, disciplined and focused setting, our cadets rise to new heights 
as scholars and leaders. No other school can unlock a boy’s potential like 
MMA.  The sooner he starts, the sooner his  transformation begins. 
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MARINE 
MILITARY 
ACADEMY
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READY FOR COLLEGE.

READY FOR LIFE.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com6



Bellaire - Meyerland - West University edition • December 2019 7

DECEMBER 

07  SHOP AND SUPPORT PET ADOPTIONS
Houston Pets Alive Thrift hosts its monthly, 

pet-friendly Sip Shop Adopt! event. Guests can enjoy alco-

holic beverages and snacks, meet pets up for adoption and 

shop with special discounts. HPA is a nonprofi t animal res-

cue dedicated to saving pets at risk of euthanasia. Noon-4 

p.m. Free. 2532 Nottingham St., Houston. 713-497-5650. 

www.houstonpetsalive.org

12  WEAVE TREE BRANCHES INTO ART
The Bellaire Nature Discovery Center will host a 

bring-your-own-beverage workshop, where students will 

take tree branches and other sustainable supplies to create 

a piece of art. The event is for adults only, and registration 

is required in advance. 7-9 p.m. $25. 7112 Newcastle St., 

Bellaire. 713-667-6550. www.naturediscoverycenter.org

12  ATTEND A TALK ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MOVEMENTS IN HOUSTON

Project Curate, a local collaborative bringing attention to 

social justice issues in Houston, hosts the last of its speaker 

series called “A People’s History of Houston,” with a talk at 

the Jung Center. 6:30-8:30 p.m. $30. 5200 Montrose Blvd., 

Houston. 713-528-0527. www.projectcurate.org

14 LISTEN TO YOUNG OPERA TALENT AUDITION 
FOR A CHANCE TO MAKE IT TO NEW YORK

The Houston Metropolitan Opera National Council 

Auditions will have its ninth annual competition at Rice 

University’s Shepherd School of Music. Some 40 young 

artists will compete for $7,500 in prizes and a chance to 

perform on the stage of the Metropolitan Opera. Houston 

District winners will proceed to a regional competition Jan. 

5, 2020 in New Orleans, followed by the grand fi nals on 

March 1, 2020 in New York. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 6100 Main 

St., Houston. 832-723-8983.

15  CATCH THE NORMAN ROCKWELL ‘FOUR 
FREEDOMS’ EXHIBITION AT MFAH 

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston opens a new exhibi-

tion,”Norman Rockwell: American Freedom,” showcases 

the artist’s iconic paintings from 1943—“Freedom of 

Speech,” “Freedom of Worship,” “Freedom from Fear” and 

“Freedom from Want.” The exhibit also includes historical 

documents, photos, videos and other pieces of the time. The 

exhibit will be on display through March 22, 2020. Exhibit is 

included with general admission: Free (members and chil-

dren under 12); $18 (seniors, military, students); $23 (adults). 

5601 Main St., Houston. 713-639-7300. www.mfah.org

21 TAKE STEPS TO BE MORE HEALTH CONSCIOUS 
The Hermann Park Conservancy hosts “Walk with 

a Doc,” where participants can join a practicing physician 

for a walk through the park as they ask questions and learn 

more about health and wellness. The walks are held the 

third Saturday of every month and start at the Miller Out-

door Theatre. 9-10 a.m. Free. 6000 Hermann Park Drive, 

Houston. 713-524-5876. www.hermannpark.org

WRAP UP HARVEY HOME REPAIRS
Homeowners have until Dec. 31 to complete 

home repairs for reimbursement under the federal 

Harvey Homeowner Assistance Program. Homeowners 

can apply for funds after the deadline as long as repairs are 

completed and documented by then. Grant levels vary by 

income status, with maximums ranging from $20,000 to 

$80,000. 832-393-0550. http://recovery.houstontx.gov

JANUARY 

02  TAKE THE FAMILY OUT FOR SOME EXERCISE
The Houston Texans, Texas Children’s Hospital 

and the Weekley Family YMCA host 60 minutes of play 

at Evelyn’s Park Conservancy on the fi rst Thursday of the 

month as part of the NFL’s “Play 60” initiative. Activities are 

aimed at ages 6-12, but the event is open to children of all 

ages and their parents. 5-6 p.m. Free. 4400 Bellaire Blvd., 

Bellaire. 281-946-9372. www.evelynspark.org

EVERY SATURDAY-SUNDAY
Launched in August, the Braeswood Farmers Market 

brings locally sourced produce, vendors and food 

trucks to the former H-E-B parking lot. 8 a.m.-noon. Free. 

5401 S. Braeswood Blvd., Houston. 713-320-5588. 

www.facebook.com/braeswoodfarmersmarket

TO-DO LIST DECEMBER
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VIEW PHOTOS OF A CHANGING CITY
BIOSCIENCE RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE

DEC.
17

The Moody Center for the Arts will hold an opening night reception for “Changing Houston,” an exhibit by Geoff 
Winningham, a photographer and Rice University professor of visual arts, at The BioScience Research Collaborative. The 
exhibit will remain on view until March 17. 5 p.m. Free. 6566 Main St., Houston. 713-348-2787. http://moody.rice.edu

COMPILED BY MATT DULIN

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK 
Dec. 5: Bellaire transforms its town square into a win-
ter festival with music performances by local schools, a 
tree lighting ceremony, a petting zoo, snow slides and 
photos with Santa. 6-8:30 p.m. Free. 7008 S. Rice Ave., 
Bellaire. 713-662-8280. www.bellairetx.gov

HANDCRAFTED HOLIDAY MARKET 
Dec. 6 & 8: The Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community 
Center of Houston hosts dozens of vendors offering 
handmade goods.10 a.m.-3 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. (Sun.) Free. 5601 S. Braeswood Blvd., Houston. 
713-729-3200. www.erjcchouston.org

LEVY PARK HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
Dec. 7 & 8: The Levy Park Conservancy will host two 
days of music, pop-up shops, dog-friendly activities, 
crafts, and food and drink by chef Tim Love’s Wood-
shed Smokehouse and Love Shack restaurants. 
Noon-5 p.m. Free. 3801 Eastside St., Houston. 
713-522-7275. www.levyparkhouston.com

DECK THE HALLS PARADE
Dec. 14: Organized by Westbury residents in 1998, 
the event mixes holiday traditions and New Orle-
ans-inspired neighborhood parades with music and 
costumes as well as a toy drive. 5 p.m. Free. Parking is 
available at the Home Depot at 11500 Chimney Rock. 
713-367-3787. www.deckthehallsparade.com

WEST UNIVERSITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Dec. 15: The City of West University Place hosts an 
afternoon of holiday music from the Houston Concert 
Band, conducted by Chuck Thockmorton, at its Com-
munity Building. 2 p.m. Free. 6104 Auden St., West 
University. 713-668-4441. www.westutx.gov

BELLAIRE CHANUKAH FESTIVAL
Dec. 22: The Shul of Bellaire hosts the annual festival, 
featuring snow activities, a giant menorah and more 
at Bellaire Town Center. 4-6:30 p.m. Free. 7008 S. Rice 
Ave., Bellaire. 713-839-8887. www.jewishbellaire.com

SANTA AT THE GALLERIA
Through Dec. 24: Parents can bring their children to 
meet and take photos with Santa at the Galleria on Lev-
el 1 of the Nordstrom wing. A session for children with 
special needs, in partnership with Autism Speaks, will 
be held 8:30-10:30 a.m. Dec. 8. Parents can register 
in advance for their Santa session online. Free. 5085 
Westheimer Road, Houston. www.simonsanta.com

ZOO LIGHTS
Through Jan. 12: The Houston Zoo decks out for the 
holidays with Zoo Lights, featuring large-scale light 
installations, including a 100-foot-long tunnel. 5:30 
p.m.-10:30 p.m. $12.75-$29.95. 6200 Hermann Park 
Drive, Houston. 713-533-6550. www.houstonzoo.org

EVENTSHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYEVENTS

 Bellaire transforms its town square into a win-
ter festival with music performances by local schools, a 
tree lighting ceremony, a petting zoo, snow slides and 
photos with Santa. 6-8:30 p.m. Free. 7008 S. Rice Ave., 

EVENTS

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

p.m.-10:30 p.m. $12.75-$29.95. 6200 Hermann Park 
Drive, Houston. 713-533-6550. www.houstonzoo.org
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Call or visit our Houston branch today - located next to H-Mart
9888 Bellaire Blvd, Unit 147, Houston, TX 77036
832-844-3880 • www.metrocitybank.bank

• Minimum $1,000 to open.    
• A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity.
The rate is eff ective November 18, 2019 and subject to change without notice.
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield
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Bellaire FY 2019-20 pavement 
management program 

The Bellaire Public Works Department’s 
Pavement Management Program 
includes funding for street overlays and 
sidewalk repairs, as identifi ed through 
residents’ reports,  reviews by city staff 
and the city’s 2015 pavement condition 
analysis. 

According to planning documents, this 
year’s program will focus on patching 
or replacing concrete panels on major 
arterial streets with substandard or 
failing concrete. The program does not 
fund complete reconstruction of streets, 
which would be handled by a capital 
improvement project. 

City offi cials said they were developing a 
bid package in November and expect to 
have a contract for the program ready for 
council approval in early 2020.

Funding sources: city of Bellaire, 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 
County’s General Mobility Program

Timeline: fall 2019-fall 2020

Cost: $1.47 million

Spruce and Fifth improvements

Work is progressing along the 5100-
5200 blocks of Spruce Street and the 
700 block of Fifth Street, with most of 
the underground work complete. Crews 
are pouring concrete at the Fifth and 
Cedar street intersection and placing 
formwork for concrete paving on Spruce. 
Installation of storm sewers along Spruce 
was underway in October. The project 
is adding public parking, replacing 
road surfaces, improving drainage and 
adding sidewalks beautifi cation features. 
The city plans to hold a meeting with 
business owners in December to provide 
further updates.

Timeline: April 2019-February 2020

Cost: $2.5 million

Funding source: Bonds for Better 
Bellaire

Imperial, Mayfair, Linden and Willow 
street improvements

By the end of October, crews were com-
pleting minor restoration work on Impe-
rial and Mayfair streets on the north side 
of Bellaire as well as on Linden Street in 
central Bellaire. On Willow Street, crews 
have fi nished laying asphalt transitions at 
the ends of the street and installed side-
walk ramps. The neighborhood street 
project is on track to fi nish in December. 

Timeline: fall 2018-December 2019

Cost: $4.8 million

Funding source: Bonds for Better 
Bellaire

Greenbriar Drive paving and 
drainage 

Construction on Greenbriar Drive from 
Rice Boulevard to Holcombe Boulevard is 
over 80% complete, according to Hous-
ton Public Works, and is on track to be 
completed this winter. The intersection at 
Swift Boulevard has been fi nished, along 
with the segment from Rice to University 
Boulevard. The middle segment, from 
University to Swift, is the last phase of 
the project. Improvements include new 
pavement, larger underground water 
and sewer lines, crosswalks, upgraded 
storm sewers and wider sidewalks.

Timeline: spring 2018-winter 2019

Cost: $8.6 million

Funding source: city of Houston

COMPILED BY MATT DULINTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

All information on this page was updated as of 
11/21/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at bmwnews@communityimpact.com.
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Federal law sets various requirements 
in regard to train and railroad oper-
ations in Texas, including how often 
and when trains have to blow their 
horns. For example, train operators 
are required to sound horns at least 
20 seconds before they approach a 
public road crossing, according to the 
Texas Department of Transportation. 
Residents may also wonder why train 

conductors are required to blow horns 
when there are already automatic 
warning signals at the intersection. 
Law requires engineers to blow the 
horn as the train approaches and goes 
through the intersection, according 
to TxDOT. 

However, there are potential restric-
tions or loopholes. Certain com-
munities may apply for quiet zones 

if Federal Railroad Administration 
requirements are met, and therefore 
trains will not be able to sound their 
horns when passing through the zone, 
according to TxDOT. Some cities may 
also use wayside horns, which are 
mounted on the traffi c signal at an 
intersection and would be directed at 
traffi c in the street and potentially less 
disruptive, according to TxDOT. 

When are train conductors required to sound horns at an intersection? 
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For more information and to apply, 
visit houstonjewish.org/ohc.

Your  Child Can Be
One Happy Camper

In addition to traditional scholarships, 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston provides
first-time overnight campers up to $1,000* toward 

Jewish camp through the One Happy Camper program.  

Your child will discover who they are – and who they want 
to become – while developing lifelong relationships 

and memories. 

*These scholarships are not need-based.

Appointment
Finalists are selected by the TEA 
commissioner

Final interview

Training
Overview of duties, responsibilities

Phone interview

In-person interview

In-depth training
Mandatory governance training

Application and engagement
TEA calls for applications and 
holds town hall meetings

Preliminary applicant screening
Applicants undergo a reference 
and background check

Bellaire - Meyerland - West University edition • December 2019

What happens to the trustees? 
The trustees, including the two mem-
bers newly elected on Nov. 5, will retain 
their positions but will be stripped of 
their voting powers when the managers 
are appointed. When the board of man-
agers is transitioned out, trustees are 
gradually phased back in over a period 
of years.

Why is the state taking over HISD?
Under Texas House Bill 1842, passed in 
2015, if a school does not meet account-
ability standards a� er � ve years, the 
TEA must order the closure of the 
campus or the installation of a board of 
managers to improve campus perfor-
mance. In fact, HISD has not been able 
to li�  Wheatley High School’s rating 
since 2011, prior to the state law.
This alone was su�  cient cause for the 
TEA’s takeover order, but TEA Commis-
sioner Mike Morath also cited evidence 
that some board members had violated 
the Texas Open Meetings Act, interfered 
with procurement, and exceeded their 
authority. Finally, the district has also 
had a state-appointed conservator for 

more than two years, which also pro-
vides grounds for a takeover. A conser-
vator is a TEA-appointed liaison tasked 
with overseeing the district’s improve-
ment e� orts. 

What could stop the takeover?
The HISD board of trustees and the 
Houston Federation of Teachers are 
asking a federal judge to block or at 
least delay its implementation. The suits 
challenge the � ndings of the TEA inves-
tigation and argue a takeover would 
violate the Voting Rights Act. A hearing 
is set for Dec. 5. 

How will the new board of 
managers be selected?
The TEA is accepting applications for 
the board until Jan. 2, though it is asking 
for submissions by Dec. 6 to allow for an 
in-depth vetting process that could take 
several months. According to the agency, 
“a majority of the board of managers 
will consist of members of the Houston 
ISD community who are committed to 
service on behalf of the students of the 
district and the community.”

EXPLAINER

What to know about Houston ISD’s impending board takeover
The Texas Education Agency noti� ed 

Houston ISD on Nov. 6 that it will be 
appointing a board of managers to take 
on the oversight role of the district, the 
largest in the state to receive this kind 
intervention. Here is a breakdown of 
what this means and what could hap-
pen next.

What happens to the 
administration?
The intervention applies only to the 
board of trustees and the superinten-
dent, not administrative sta� . Under 
state law, the TEA commissioner can 
appoint a board of managers, who will 
serve in place of the elected trustees, 
in certain circumstances. The commis-
sioner can also appoint a new super-
intendent or appoint interim Super-
intendent Grenita Lathan to the role. 
The board of trustees does not run the 
day-to-day operations of the district but 
does provide accountability and broad 
oversight of policy, budget and strategic 
planning, so there are no immediate 
changes to the operation of the district.

BY MATT DULIN

SOURCE:TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Board of Managers 
Selection Process

The process of selecting managers can 
take several months. Learn more about 
the criteria and application process at 
https://tea.texas.gov/board-of-managers
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GIRLS ONTHE RUN IS FOR EVERY GIRL!

www.gotrgreaterhouston.org | 832-628-4480

• Learn healthy habits 
• Manage emotions 
• Help others 
• Resolve confl ict 
• Make intentional decisions 
• Develop a community 
    service project

Girls on the Run is 
a 10-week out of school 
time Social Emotional 

Learning Program, 
ending with a celebratory, 

non-competitive 5k.

BRING THIS AWARD WINNING PROGRAM TO YOUR COMMUNITY!

SAINT NICHOLAS SCHOOL
Interim Location

3511A Linkwood Drive
Houston TX  77025

713-791-9977
SNSchools.com

CLASSICAL
STEAM
MONTESSORI
INFANTS • PREK • MIDDLE SCHOOL

ENROLLING NOW!

NEW CAMPUS COMING 2022

Future Campus • 12115 Main St. Houston, TX 77035

Stop in for a tour at 8:45am any school day!
An appointment is not necessary.

Or call 713.791.9977. 

EXPIRES 12.13.19
Find a store at WholeEarthProvision.com

One Full Price Item
In-Store Only25 %OFF

Find a store at WholeEarthProvision.comFind a store at WholeEarthProvision.comFind a store at WholeEarthProvision.comFind a store at WholeEarthProvision.comFind a store at WholeEarthProvision.com
EXPIRES

25
Whole Earth

PROV I S ION  CO .
NOT VALID NOT VALID 

FOR ONLINE 
PURCHASES

COUPON VALID AT ANY WHOLE EARTH PROVISION CO. RETAIL LOCATION. NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH. MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR USED TOWARDS ONLINE OR GIFT CARD PURCHASES. ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PLEASE.
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Houston approves Westbury-area library contract
 HOUSTON  Over two years a� er Hurri-
cane Harvey � ooded the building, the 
Meyer Neighborhood Library remains 
closed, but a new library in a new 
location is poised to replace it.

Houston City Council approved a 
$1.4 million contract to begin designing 
a new Westbury Neighborhood Library, 
a part of the Houston Public Library 
system, to replace the Meyer Neigh-
borhood Library. It will also house 
the Frank HPL Express Library, which 
currently occupies a leased space.

District K Council Member Martha 
Castex-Tatum said residents in her 
district are looking forward to having a 
new library, which would be located at 
5505 Belrose Drive, Houston.

“Many of us know that we have been 

CITY & COUNTY News from Houston, Bellaire and Harris County

Health study reveals 24-year lifespan variance

 HARRIS COUNTY  A study by Harris 
County Public Health found while 
Harris County’s average life expec-
tancy is 78.7 years, which is on par 
with state and national averages, life 
expectancy in Harris County alone 
varies by nearly 24 years depending 
on where a resident lives.

HCPH released “Harris Cares: A 2020 
Vision of Health in Harris County” to 
the public and presented its � ndings 
to the Harris County Commissioners 
Court on Nov. 12.

The 10-month study was approved 
by Harris County Commissioners Court 
in January and is a result of HCPH’s 
request to review public health and 
prevention and to make recommen-
dations on improving Harris County 
health. In April, the court requested 
HCPH add health care delivery to the 
assessment.

One of the major themes found in 
the report was a nearly 24-year range 
in average lifespan that varied across 
the county from as low as 65 years to 

as high as 89 years. According to the 
report, the Memorial/Bear Creek area 
has the highest average lifespan, while 
the East Little York/Settegast area has 
the lowest.

“I take it personally because my pre-
cinct doesn’t live as long as [Precinct 
4], and we’re talking about real lives,” 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia 
said during the meeting.

Additionally, 1 in 3 residents ages 
12-17 is overweight or obese, while 
some communities in Harris County 
have more than 50% of adults who are 
classi� ed as obese, according to key 
� ndings included in a Nov. 12 press 
release about the study.

Other key takeaways were that 
approximately 1 in 5 Harris County 
adults lacks health insurance, with 
some communities having 1 in 3 
adults lacking health insurance. While 
Memorial Park/University Place had 
the lowest uninsured population, 
Gul� on/North Sharpstown had the 
highest.

CHILDREN AND 
TEENS AGE 12-17 IS 
OVERWEIGHT OR OBESE

HARRIS COUNTY 
ADULTS LACKS 
HEALTH INSURANCE

OF ADULTS IN HARRIS COUNTY 
ARE CLASSIFIED AS OBESE

33%
HARRIS COUNTY VITAL SIGNS

1 in 3

1 in 524 years
IN AVERAGE 
LIFESPAN THAT 
VARIED ACROSS THE 
COUNTY BY ZIP CODE

 89 YEARS  HIGH

 65 YEARS  LOW

waiting for the library in the Westbury 
area to move forward,” she said. “We 
have been without a true library in the 
area since Harvey. ... We are making 
progress, and I’m happy to see great 
architecture here. The � rm we selected 
was the 2018 American Institute Archi-
tects Houston � rm of the year.”
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More than medicine.

Creating a healthier community is why we’re here.

To truly improve the health of Harris County residents who need us 
most, we’re reaching out in more personal ways than ever before. 
Our new population health team is forming strong partnerships with 
community organizations to help provide nutrition, housing and 
transportation support. 

Our Cancer Resource Centers offer chemotherapy patients 
education, guidance, even makeup tips, along with referrals to Wig 
Out, a special nonprofit program offering high-end wigs at no charge. 

We’ve built the Community Farm at LBJ Hospital and opened the Food 
Farmacy at Strawberry Health Center to help those who struggle with 
food insecurity. And there’s more, much more, on the horizon.

harrishealth.org

Real people helping real people live well.
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Brays Bayou detention sites receive the go-ahead

Bellaire City Council is considering new drainage 
criteria for prioritizing capital road projects

 HARRIS COUNTY  The Harris County 
Flood Control District has been given 
the go-ahead for construction of three 
connected stormwater detention 
basins located along Braeswood Bou-
levard at Loop 610.

Work is expected to begin soon and 
take about four months to complete, 
the Harris County Flood Control District 
said.

The basins, located between Endi-
cott Lane and South Post Oak Road, 
will primarily collect stormwater from 
area streets and control runo�  into 
Brays Bayou, said Gary Zika, a project 
manager for the � ood district. The 
project is a partnership between the 
county’s � ood control district and the 
city of Houston, which provided the 
land for the project. 

 BELLAIRE  As the city considers new 
criteria for prioritizing future road 
projects, Bellaire Mayor Andrew Fried-
berg said the city should break with 
tradition and assign greater value to 
drainage bene� ts overall.

“For years I have actually ques-
tioned the 60-40 split,” Friedberg said, 
referring to the 60% weight given to 
drainage factors versus the 40% for 
road conditions. “70% is kind of the 
starting point, minimum, for me. I 
certainly could entertain going higher 
than that.”

Under recommendations pre-
sented to City Council on Nov. 18 and 
developed through the Flood Hazard 
Mitigation Task Force, the city is recom-
mending keeping the 60-40 weighting 
to balance drainage and  road needs, 
but it is recommending adding more 
drainage-related criteria to the mix. 
The current criteria were implemented 
prior to the Bonds for Better Bellaire 
program in 2016.

“What we’re looking for is an 
objective, scienti� c approach to giving 
priority to projects,” Director of Public 
Works Michael Leach told Community 
Impact Newspaper. “It’s a tool to help 
us plan.”

Under one proposal, the city would 
apply a cost-bene� t calculation that 
uses the age of the homes along a street 
and their average repair costs during 
Hurricane Harvey.

These costs per structure range from 
$30,000 for homes built before 1980 on 
the low end to $80,000 for homes built 
between 1995 and 2004. Homes built 
a� er 2004 have lower damage costs at 
$50,000. These � gures would represent 
costs avoided by implementing a street 
rebuild, o�  cials said.

“This could be politically interpreted 
as, ‘Old houses are getting the short 
end of the deal, and new houses are 
getting more bene� t’ ... whether it 
works out that way, I don’t know,” 
Council Member Pat McLaughlin said. 
“But perception is king.”

The criteria would only apply to 
future street reconstruction, not main-
tenance, overlays, potholes and other 
minor repairs, Leach said. But the cri-
teria could be applied to an anticipated 
$970,000 in remaining bond funds as 
well as to a $4.3 million federal grant 
the city expects to receive in the com-
ing months.

Other changes proposed include 
factoring in the number of structures 
� ooded on a street and the number of 
structures served by a road’s under-
ground storm sewer. However, the city 
recommended against using Hurricane 
Harvey rainfall data as part of its drain-
age bene� t calculations.

Leach said the city would take coun-
cil’s feedback and return the item for 
further review.

News from Houston, Bellaire and Harris County COMPILED BY MATT DULIN, EMMA WHALEN AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

BRAYS BAYOU
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Find other Q&A’s and runoff election coverage at www.communityimpact.com.

VOTER GUIDE Voters will choose between the top two candidates in several races in December. COMPILED BY MATT DULIN

Occupation/experience: 
Owner of health care 
consulting firm. I have served 
on community boards and 
volunteered for nonprofits. I 
have been appointed to city 
commissions.

www.kennedyforhouston.com

Occupation/experience:  
Civil rights attorney and 
neighborhood advocate; 
Mayor’s Commission Against 
Gun Violence; former 
associate regional director for 
the Anti-Defamation League. 

www.abbiekamin.com 

Occupation/experience: Mayor of 
Houston. I am the only candidate for 
mayor with 30 years of experience 
getting things done. 

www.sylvesterturner.com

Occupation/experience: Attorney, 
owner of the Buzbee Law Firm

www.tonybuzbeeformayor.com

SHELLEY KENNEDY ABBIE KAMIN SYLVESTER TURNER* TONY BUZBEE

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT C MAYOR
*Incumbent

The lack of affordable housing 
within the city is a threat to our 
future and economic development. 
I favor revitalization of vulnerable 
neighborhoods in a manner 
that maintains the character of 
the community and results in 
affordable housing with access 
to neighborhood amenities like 
grocery stores, restaurants, city 
services and public transportation. 
Young professionals, graduating 
college students and future 
innovators want a city where they 
can live, work and play. Prospective 
employers want to locate in a city 
that not only has protection from 
catastrophic flooding, but offers 
affordable housing, robust public 
transportation, green space and 
recreation areas.

The city has failed to adequately 
address necessary upgrades to our 
drainage system and infrastructure 
in District C. Among the bad news 
is that we have been building roads 
incorrectly since the ‘70s. The good 
news is we now know how to do 
it right. As we are in the process 
of several street re-construction 
projects, we need to also be 
addressing the sewer lines. I will also 
advocate for Houston to become a 
more walkable city with pedestrian 
activated crosswalks. We have 
several dangerous intersections 
in District C, and I’ve made it a top 
priority to make them safer.

Some days, it seems like the 
ground is shifting right under our 
feet—and with all the booming 
development and redevelopment, 
it literally is. I know residents who 
live near new highrises and new, 
dense developments who have 
seen their water pressure drop, 
their risk of flooding increase, 
and traffic in their neighborhoods 
become unmanageable. Established 
neighborhoods are changing 
rapidly, and the city needs to do 
a better job of responding. I am 
very concerned that neighbors 
are bearing the brunt of these 
impacts. I’m ready to start a serious 
conversation about correcting this 
imbalance.

Streets, sidewalks and drainage—
hands down. Many parts of our 
district are in some of the oldest 
parts of Houston. On the street 
where I live, there are parts with no 
sidewalks. Just walking with our dog 
Roosevelt, or seeing neighbors with 
their children in the street, can be a 
hair-raising experience. The good 
news is that the federal government 
is finally starting to release 
Hurricane Harvey recovery dollars. 
That means important projects 
that have been on hold at the city, 
like street reconstruction projects, 
can get moving again. As a council 
member, I’ll be pushing hard for my 
constituents.

How should Houston balance dense, urban 
development and neighborhood preservation?

What types of infrastructure improvements would 
you advocate for in your district?

Our firefighters deserve a raise, but it 
must be one that the city can afford. 
When the courts declared Proposition B 
unconstitutional, I immediately invited the 
firefighters union to negotiate with the city 
through the collective bargaining process. I 
want to move forward. Let’s get this done.

By giving the firefighters the pay parity that 
298,000 Houstonians voted to approve.

We have made tremendous progress. I led 
the effort to reform our pension system for 
city employees that was costing taxpayers 
$1 million per day. We’ve cut our unfunded 
pension liability in half: from $8.2 billion to 
$4 billion. I’ve balanced four tough budgets 
without layoffs or significant service cuts. 
And after Hurricane Harvey walloped our 
city budget, we are taking steps to address 
the structural budget imbalance. Starting 
next year, the city will move to a zero-based 
budgeting model that requires every 
expense to be justified.

To start, we need a third-party, independent 
audit of the budget. This audit will include 
the budgets of all TIRZ’s, Enterprise and 
other dedicated funds, as well as the 
General fund. Next, we will conduct process 
audits to ensure the city is functioning in the 
most efficient and productive way. Lastly, 
I will implement zero-based budgeting. 
We cannot, and will not, continue to spend 
money we don’t have.

As mayor, it is my job to address all our 
serious challenges. I represent more than 
2.3 million people – every Houstonian is 
important to me and each has his or her 
urgent priorities. These are all important, 
and I am not inclined to leave any of these 
off the list or rank one above the other: 
flooding and drainage; jobs and economic 
development; public safety; street 
conditions and traffic; public transportation; 
infrastructure, neighborhoods and equitable 
distribution of projects; diversity, economic 
inequality and making the city work for all 
Houstonians; and the city budget.

The city is broken. We have to stop the 
campaign money that is corrupting our 
government where the contracts are given 
to the same people, time after time. That’s 
job one.

How can the city resolve the ongoing pay dispute with the Houston 
Professional Firefighters Association?

How can the city address its growing unfunded liabilities and structural 
budget deficit?

What would be your most urgent priority if elected?

Early voting: Dec. 8: 1-6 p.m.; Dec. 9-10: 
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Election day:  Dec. 14, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

 KEY DATES
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Protect The Ones 
You Love With 
Life Insurance

(713) 661-0893
4545 Bissonnet St Ste 130, Bellaire, TX 77401
agents.allstate.com/william-jaco-bellaire-tx

BILL JACO 
Protecting Bellaire since 1986

“After graduating from Ohio State and fi nishing my 
football career with the Houston Oilers, I fell in love 
with the City of Bellaire and decided to open my offi ce 
right in the heart of it. I love the people in this city and 
it makes me proud to be a part of this community. I like 
helping people and getting to know customers. Taking 
care of them is the best part of what I do.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12



 
 

7800 N Stadium Dr.
Houston, TX 77030 

Lic. #103887

713.799.8200
ColonialOaks.com

From the Colonial Oaks 
family to yours, we wish 
you the very best this 

holiday season. We invite 
you to drop by for a visit to 

the rhythm in every day at 
Colonial Oaks Memory Care.

Call today to 
schedule a tour 
or lunch visit.

BRAESWOOD
MEMORY CARE

RHYTHM OF 
THE DAY® 

MEMORY CARE

 Happy 
Holidays

from Our Family
to Yours

VOTER GUIDE Runoff elections in the city of Bellaire

BELLAIRE CITY COUNCIL, POSITION 4 BELLAIRE CITY COUNCIL, POSITION 6

How would you approach balancing the city’s budget amid state limits on property tax increases?

*Incumbent

COMPILED BY ALEX HOSEY AND MATT DULIN

Read full Q&A’s with the candidates and other runoff election coverage at www.communityimpact.com
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Occupation/experience: 
Retired manager/vice 
president with Walt Disney/
ABC-TV, Inc.; licensed 
attorney and an associate 
with Paris & Associates Law 
Firm.

www.frazierfor4.com

Occupation/experience: 
Attorney, labor and 
employment law; Bellaire 
Board of Adjustments 
chairperson; president of a 
nonprofit corporation.

www.bellaire2019.com

Occupation/experience: 
Business owner of Patriot 
Group Ltd. in 1979 with 
wife, Cindy; Election Judge 
for Precinct 128 for 36 
years.

Occupation/experience: 
Retired petroleum engineer; 
Bellaire City Council 
Member (2016-2020), Clerk 
of Session at ChristChurch 
Presbyterian and marketing 
manager for “Flags over 
Bellaire” fundraising 
program.

WINFRED FRAZIER NATHAN WESELY JIM HOTZE DAVID R. MONTAGUE *

I spent several years on 
Bellaire’s Planning & Zoning 
Commission, many of those 
years as chairman of Planning 
and Zoning. I support Bellaire’s 
approach to zoning. The 
zoning code needs to continue 
to ensure the protection of 
residential areas. Zoning 
should not limit positive 
growth. Improved buffers 
and screening between 
commercial and residential 
areas are needed. Traffic 
studies need to be formalized 
and integrated into the 
development codes, not just 
for new development, but for 
increased use of property and 
Special Use Permits (SUP’s).

Zoning is an important 
protection for property owners 
and developers. Zoning creates 
clear expectations for the 
type of development allowed 
on adjoining land. Those 
expectations translate into 
enhanced property values. 
Bellaire should encourage 
development that complies 
with its zoning requirements. 
Bellaire should not change 
zoning at the request of a 
developer. If it does so, there is 
no point in having the zoning in 
the first place.

The city has a in-depth 
comprehensive plan and great 
zoning. Business people should 
not be purchasing property 
in Bellaire expecting the city 
to change the zoning. I am 
not anti-development, and 
to the extent the developer 
follows Bellaire’s  zoning, I 
will be supportive. I want to 
make one thing absolutely 
clear, I am opposed to 
introducing multifamily living 
developments.

I fully support Bellaire’s 
zoning ordinances, the 
comprehensive (land use) 
plan, the city’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission and the 
two-step process necessary to 
make zoning changes. I offer 
as evidence my recent council 
votes supporting the Take 5 
business at Bissonnet and Ferris 
and my no vote for rezoning the 
4301 Bellaire tract. I am actively 
involved with what’s happening 
on the Chevron property, and 
I have had two meetings with 
concerned neighbors who live 
adjacent to the property.

The one thing I would do 
in the budget process is to 
protect public safety from 
the city’s revenue cap to 
ensure police and fire would 
not be adversely affected. 
The budget increases will 
need to be cut, but I shall 
put public safety before 
budget cuts. There have been 
concerns about dollars spent 
on consultants. As the city 
continues to tighten its belt, 
it will need to rely on outside 
providers for specialty areas, 
but I would make sure that 
what the consultants provide 
is useful, impactful and 
implementable.

The state limit is a 3.5% 
increase—much higher than 
current inflation. There is no 
reason Bellaire cannot live 
within these limits. In fact, the 
goal should not be 3.5%. The 
goal should be no increase with 
a steady year-by-year reduction 
in debt. Bellaire currently pays 
almost $10 million per year in 
debt service.

Reduce unnecessary spending, 
scrub the budget, and evaluate 
the need for increasing taxes. 
Review Mike Jacobs’ budget 
analysis postings on NextDoor, 
a guide to reaching a balanced 
budget without a tax increase. 
My opponent is a fine person 
and I appreciate that he was 
willing to make the sacrifice 
to serve the city the past 4 
years. David and I come from a 
different business experience, 
a Fortune 500 versus a small 
business solutions firm. The 
voter has the opportunity 
to choose between us. A 
difference and not an echo.

 I actually presented such a plan 
to city council at our Aug. 26 
budget workshop. Specifically, 
the city manager had earlier 
proposed a FY2020 General 
Fund Budget which required 
an 8% property tax increase. 
I, and some public speakers at 
council, said we shouldn’t be 
increasing property taxes at all. 
At this workshop, I presented 
the city manager a list of 
reductions, deferrals and some 
less conservative forecasting 
that, in total, would reduce 
the proposed 8% property tax 
increase to 3.5% (equal to the 
state of Texas limit on property 
tax increases).

What is your position on Bellaire’s approach to zoning?

How would you approach balancing the city’s budget amid state limits on property tax increases?
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WEEKEND 
BRUNCH Mention this ad for a 

With purchase of entree

GELATO
Complimentary

MIMOSAS • COFFEES
EGG BENEDICTS • OMELETS

NOW SERVING 
CRAB CAKE BENEDICT

S a t .  &  S u n .  1 0 : 3 0  A M - 3 : 0 0  P M

Join us for a

4 5 6 6  B I S S O N N E T  S T R E E T,  B E L L A I R E ,  T X ,  7 7 4 01
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Chef Crafted

 T he mural on Bellaire Boulevard boasts a red 
heart-shaped pepper roasting on a � re fueled 

by two iconic hot sauce bottles. The imagery is almost 
religious, and iBurn, Houston’s only hot sauce store, 
has become a kind of mecca for the spice community.

The shop specializes in “all things spicy” and 
boasts an array of local and imported hot sauces, sal-
sas, barbecue products, condiments, drink mixes and 
other items to spice up food, said Josh Beck, owner of 
iBurn, who is known as the “Hot Sauce Boss.” 

“If you’re looking for the hottest things in the world, 
we got you covered. I always tell everybody, ‘Go to 
your usual grocery store for your meat, fruit, bread 
and basics like that. Then come to iBurn to get the 
stu�  that makes everything taste better,’” said Beck, 
who attended Bellaire High School.

Meet Your Maker Retribution hot sauce, made from 
ghost pepper puree and powder, is the hottest item 
available at iBurn, at 6 million Scoville units. For 
reference, a jalapeno pepper is about 5,000 Scoville 
units, Beck said.

One popular o� ering is the Tabanero Agave Sweet 
and Spicy sauce, which Beck said uses Key lime juice 
as a base and adds just the right amount of habanero 
pepper.

“Balance is key. I want depth. I want complexity. 
There needs to be some kind of synergy in the ingre-
dients,” Beck said. “You should be able to try a sauce, 
and if the sauce is doing its job, you should say to 
yourself, ‘Oh my gosh! This would be perfect on X.’” 

Beck curates the store’s inventory—he still taste-
tests every sauce—and he favors small producers.

“I would say 80% of the products we carry are pro-
duced by small businesses, and probably 90% of the 
products we carry can only be found here,” Beck said.

He began his business online a� er building a fol-
lowing writing hot sauce reviews for a blog, where he 
saw that he could help producers by providing good 
recommendations. In 2013, he opened iBurn, which 
he runs with the help of his wife, Amy.

“We have evolved from when we � rst opened from 
just being a hot sauce shop to be more of a grocery 
store now,” Beck said.
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Josh Beck, owner of iBurn, handpicks all of the spicy products sold at the store.
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HOW
HOT?

The Scoville scale mea-
sures the heat of a pepper 
in Scoville Heat Units, or 
SHU, based on the con-
centration of capsaicin.

CAROLINA REAPER 
DRAGON’S BREATH
800,000 to 3,200,000 SHU

RED SAVINA
350,000 to 800,000 SHU

HABANERO
100,000 to 350,000 SHU

CAYENNE
10,000 to 100,000 SHU

GUAJILLO
JALAPENO
1,000 to 10,000 SHU

BANANA PEPPER
100 to 1,000 SHU

BELL PEPPER
0 to 100 SHU

SOURCE: SCOVILLESCALE.ORG/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

iBurn
Hot sauce shop carries ‘the hottest things in the world’

iBurn

4227 Bellaire Blvd., Houston

832-649-4964

www.iburn.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-6 
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Hot sauce shop carries ‘the hottest things in the world’

BUSINESS FEATURE

Meet Your Maker Retribu-
tion hot sauce ($40), made 
from ghost pepper puree 
and powder, is the hottest 
item available at iBurn.
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• Prime residential location in the 
heart of the prestigious Southgate 
Subdivision

• Deed Restricted
• Cleared and ready for construction
• Minutes from Texas Medical Center, 

Rice University, and Museum District
• Sales Price: $700,000

6,290 SF LOT
FOR SALE

PAT POLLAN, CPM®
832-487-9814 x104
Cell: 832-878-9422

ppollan@pollanhausman

DAVID V. FLORES
Flores Capital Real Estate

Cell: (832) 443-7880
dfl ores@fl orescap.com

Texas Medical Center, 
Rice University, and Museum District

2111 Watts Street
Houston, TX 77006

6,290 SF LOT
FOR SALE

69

Watts St.

Holcombe Blvd.

Main
 St

.

288$650,000
PRICE REDUCED!

Balance, Comfort 
andQuality

Personalized, gentle, comprehensive patient 
care is our number one priority. 

Experience tranquility from the dental chair.

6750 West Loop South  Suite 325 • Bellaire, TX 77401
832-930-7727 • www.tranquilitydentalspa1.com

$39 Tooth AcheSpecial
exam and X-rayExp: 12/30/19

New York Deli & Coffee Shop

9720 Hillcroft St., Houston

Deli: 713-723-5879
Bagel Shop Bakery: 713-723-8650

www.nybagelsandcoffee.com

Bakery hours: Sat.-Sun. 6 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Mon. 6 a.m.-3 p.m., Tue.-Fri. 
6 a.m.-5 p.m.
Deli hours: 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon., 
6 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tue-Fri.

Bellaire - Meyerland - West University edition • December 2019 19

DINING FEATURE

 E d Gavrila, co-owner of New 
York Deli & Co� ee Shop and its 

adjoining bagel bakery, never seems 
to be in one spot for long. During busy 
hours, he is o� en sent in di� erent 
directions, either on his own volition 
or because another loyal customer 
pulls him aside. 

“Here I am, 45 years later making 
them round and putting a hole in 
them,” Gavrila said. “We became a 
part of the community.”

During one such lunch hour, four 
generations of Houstonians sat 
together in a booth and soon Gavrila 
greeted them by name, and delivered 
a cookie to the youngest of the family. 

When Gavrila’s father-in-law, Shick 
Kornhaber, opened the bagel bak-
ery in 1975, his goal was to cater to 

Meyerland’s Jewish population.
“They chose this location where 

we’re at now because of its proximity 
to about � ve temples, and at that time, 
bagels were considered a kind of a 
Jewish soul food,” Gavrila said.

Kornhaber was a transplant from 
New York City, where there were 
enough bagel bakers to form an o�  -
cial union, Gavrila said. He brought 
his recipe to Houston to start a bakery 
and ultimately opened a full-service 
deli. Forty-� ve years later, the shop 
is still serving staples such as bagels 
with lox, mazto ball soup, and pas-
trami sandwiches on rye. 

In March, Michael Saghian joined 
Ed Gavrila and Shaun Leva, as the 
third co-owner of the business with 
plans to help grow the operation while 

maintaining its character. Gavrila said 
Saghian was an obvious hire because 
he is a Meyerland native who grew up 
frequenting the shop.

“Ed has been friends with my par-
ents for the last 45 years, and so it’s 
like family, you know? It’s just special, 
and it was so natural,” Saghian said of 
taking on the job.

Saghian began experimenting 
with new bagel specials, including a 
blue and orange Astros bagel during 
the World Series. Now, they  plan 
to expand to a second location in 
Bellaire. No matter what changes 
come, however, Saghian said they will 
always listen to the customers. 

“Talking to customers is more than 
my full-time job, but I would never 
change it,” he said. “I love what I did.”

BY EMMA WHALENNew York Deli & Coffee Shop
Old-school deli and bakery balances tradition while preparing for growth

N

S. BRAESWOOD BLVD.

BRAYSBAYOU
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1. A batch of bagels goes into the oven 
to prepare for another wave of custom-
ers. 2. Michael Saghian (left) and Ed 
Gavrila, two of the three owners of New 
York Deli & Coffee Shop, are close fam-
ily friends. 3.The Hot Reuben ($9.75) is 
a deli classic.

THREE ELEMENTS OF 
AN AUTHENTIC BAGEL
Keep the gluten
Authentic bagel dough has a high-gluten con-
tent, co-owner Michael Saghian said. Although 
some bagel companies pay extra to ship water 
from New York City, Saghian said that effort 
affects the price more than the recipe. 

Rise and boil
Bagel dough is left to rise 
in a special proofi ng 
oven and then boiled 
before baking. 

Bake the batches
New York Deli & 
Coffee Shop has 
used the same 
specialty oven 
with rotating trays 
since 1975.
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Warm up with some

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not 
available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a regis-

tered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, 
Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. 

GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2019. © 2019 GEICO

Contact your local agent 
today for a free quote and see 

how much you could save!

Denise Buckley
(832) 349-7211
24324 Northwest Freeway 

Cypress

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com20

 The streak refers to the fact that since 
Nov. 7, 2000, at least one person has 
died on a Texas roadway every day, 
totaling over 67,000 lives lost. The 
department also committed in May to 
reduce traffi  c deaths on Texas road-
ways to zero by 2050, a goal known as 
Vision Zero. TxDOT pledged to spend 
$600 million for safety improvements 
over the next two years.

Committing to the same goal, Hous-
ton is in the midst of forming a Vision 
Zero Action Plan. Mayor Sylvester 
Turner signed an executive order in 
August pledging to reduce Houston’s 
traffi  c deaths to zero by 2030. City 
leaders, including Police Chief Art 
Acevedo and Fire Chief Sam Peña, and 
community transportation advocates, 
gathered for the fi rst time in October 
to begin the planning process for the 
city’s Vision Zero Action Plan, set to be 
released in August 2020.

Both commitments represent a 
recent shift  in thinking about trans-
portation safety in Texas, said Robert 
Wunderlich, director of the Center for 
Transportation Safety at the Texas 
A&M Transportation Institute. Simply 
committing to the goals, however, is 
only the fi rst step.

“It’s one thing to say, ‘We have a 
Vision Zero city,’ whether that’s in 
Houston or anywhere else. I think we 
would all support that,” he said. “It 
depends on what actions you’re going 
to take at the end of the day. Zero means 
we’re going to look at things diff erently. 
We’re really going to try to implement a 
lot of safety countermeasures.”

 CONTINUED FROM 1
JOINING A MOVEMENT

When Turner signed the executive 
order, the city became the fourth in 
Texas to join the international network 
of cities making the same promise. A 
vote from Dallas City Council to join 
the network is pending.

Texas’ car-dependent transportation 
infrastructure means the state had 
the highest number of traffi  c fatalities 
in the country in 2018, according to 
data from the National Highway Traf-
fi c Safety Administration. In that same 
year, Houston saw 197 traffi  c fatalities, 
the highest number of any city in the 
state, TxDOT data shows.

“We are not willing to postpone,” 
TxDOT Commissioner Laura Ryan said. 
“I believe that the goal of zero deaths 
on our roadways is not impossible. It’s 
just like putting a man on the moon. 
People wonder why you’re an optimist, 
but it’s a diff erent type of possibility.”

Looking to the other Texas cities in 
the Vision Zero network provides a 
roadmap for Houston’s foray into traf-
fi c safety policymaking.

In San Antonio, traffi  c fatality 

numbers have fl uctuated since the 
city adopted Vision Zero in 2015 but 
had gone down 9% overall by the end 
of 2018, data from TxDOT shows. The 
city’s commitment to Vision Zero ini-
tiatives has included increased police 
enforcement and an $850 million city 
bond program passed in 2017 with $91 
million already spent on road and side-
walk improvements.

“In Texas, public policy is changing 
sort of signifi cantly, and it’s working,” 
said Jay Blazek-Crossley, founder of the 
transportation advocacy group Farm & 
City. 

In Austin, however, an internal 
auditor’s report released in Septem-
ber found that the city will not reach 
its goal of reducing traffi  c deaths to 
zero by 2025 unless it makes changes 
to its approach. Key recommendations 
included better tracking of crash sever-
ity to help prioritize problem areas and 
the creation of a broader public aware-
ness campaign. The city has spent $30 
million in transportation bond fund-
ing collectively on Vision Zero-related 
projects, such as dedicated bike lanes 
with barriers, between 2016 and 2018, 
the audit reported.

“One of the big parts of what Aus-
tin is trying to fi gure out, as are a 
lot of cities—is there is not a lot of 
what they call a culture of improve-
ments,” Blazek-Crossley said. “They 
just deployed a miraculous amount 
of resources just redoing an intersec-
tion with little white sticks. … Some of 
the game is fi guring out how to spend 
money on small interventions that are 
eff ective citywide.”

Four years after adopting 
Vision Zero, both Austin and 
San Antonio have seen traffi c 
deaths decrease slightly overall 
but with some fl uctuation.

STUMBLING 
BLOCKS
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SOURCES: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, VISION ZERO/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Vision Zero is a public policy 
framework founded in Sweden in 

1997 that has since been adopted by 

44 United States cities. 

Speeding fatality rates on local roads 

are 3x higher than on highways.

“IT’S MORE THAN JUST 
ADOPTING A PHILOSOPHY. 

IT HAS TO BE ADOPTING 
PHILOSOPHY AND PUTTING 
YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR 

MOUTH IS.”

— ROBERT WUNDERLICH, DIRECTOR OF THE 
CENTER FOR TRANSPORTATION SAFETY AT 

THE TEXAS A&M TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE

2015: SAN 
ANTONIO 

AND AUSTIN 
ADOPT 

VISION ZERO

55



Celebrate
ADVENT & 
CHRISTMAS 
WITH US

WORSHIP SUNDAYS
at 10:15am

5001 Bellaire Boulevard 
Bellaire, TX 77401

713-667-6574 | www.ccpres.org

Join us for lessons 
and carols at our 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
at 5pm

WholeEarthProvision.com

 Fun Gifts for Kids of All Ages
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For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

If Houston wants to learn from its 
Texan counterparts, the city needs a 
clear strategy and dedicated funding, 
transportation advocates said.

In Houston, support will come from 
a combination of the Houston Public 
Works budget, the Capital Improvement 
Plan budget and state grants, city and 
state officials said.

UNIQUE CHALLENGES

Vision Zero—first developed in Swe-
den in the 1990s—has four pillars: 
safe streets, safe speeds, safe vehicles 
and safe people. Most of these will 
require some amount of funding either 
through new sources or through redi-
rected funds, Blazek-Crossley said.

Over the next six months, city trans-
portation, public safety and govern-
ment officials will meet with trans-
portation safety advocates to form the 
city’s action plan by August.

Enforcement will require input from 

Acevedo and a dedicated response 
from the Houston Police Department, 
which is already understaffed, a 2016 
independent consulting report found. 
State grants currently help pay for 
traffic enforcement overtime, TxDOT 
officials confirmed. One member of the 
committee, Citizens Transportation 
Coalition Chair Dexter Hardy, said he 
is cautiously optimistic. 

“In the past, the engineers would 
just say we can make the streets safer 
by making them more drivable, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean more 
walkable,” he said. “Now we can all be 
sitting at the same table.”

Houston’s success may rely from 
how much funding the city can allo-
cate to the commitment, which may 
prove a challenge with Houston’s tax-
growth cap. 

“It’s more than just adopting a phi-
losophy. It has to be adopting philos-
ophy and putting your money where 

your mouth is,” Wunderlich said. “The 
Texas Department of Transportation 
Commissioner has taken really aggres-
sive steps to do that.”

The passage of the $3.5 billion Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 
County bond in November may help 
the city meet some aspects of the goal; 
however the commitment is long over-
due, Blazek-Crossley said.

“An important element is that actu-
ally some of that money is planned 
to be spent on safe sidewalks and 
connections to transit, which I think 
is wonderful,” he said. “But it is just 
barely a start towards the kind of tran-
sit people deserve.”

The city could gain additional funds 
from state grants as well.

Even if most state funding does not 
go toward city roads, it could affect 
highways through Houston. This 
includes the controversial expansion 
of I-45, Blazek-Crossley said.

“I think it’s crucial that we fix and 
upgrade for better transit throughout. 
It’s crucial that we bring it up to safety 
standards,” he said.

Focusing on only highways, how-
ever, will not make the most significant 
difference, Wunderlich said.

“The arterial roadways and the big 
intersections are sometimes very com-
plicated and very difficult for us, and 
we get higher rates of traffic deaths 
there,” Wunderlich said.

However the city moves forward, it 
is important to remember the shared 
responsibility of making Houston’s 
streets safer, Lugo Ekpanya said.

“Each of us has a part... It’s really 
simple. Wear a seat belt every single 
time. Slow down. Put the phone down, 
and avoid distractions,” she said.

Vision Zero is a policy framework with four categories 
or “pillars” of safety improvements. See how other 
Texas cities have put resources towards these efforts. 
Houston will develop its strategy by August 2020.

THREE WAYS TO 
GET INVOLVEDSTRATEGIZING 

FOR SAFETY

S A F E  P E O P L E 
Pedestrian and 

cyclist safety

F U N D I N G

$91 million from 
city bond

$30 million in 
2016 and 2018 
transporation 

mobility bonds

Temporary speed 
monitors; new San 

Antonio police 
training 

E-bike and Bird 
scooter tutorial; 
citywide safest 
driver contest

Severe pedestrian 
danger 

improvement; SAPD 
record-keeping 
improvements

Autonomous vehicle 
testing; Bloomberg 

Philanthropies study 
site

Pedestrian safety 
improvements; 

identify intersections 
with high crash 

volumes, prioritize 
projects at most 
dangerous areas

S
A

N
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N
T

O
N

IO

FOUR PILLARS OF VISION ZERO

Roadway safety 
projects; improved 
intersections and 

crosswalks

S A F E  S T R E E T S 
Infrastructure 
improvements

S A F E  S P E E D S 
Speed limits and 

enforcement

S A F E  V E H I C L E S  
Driver safety

A
U

S
T

IN

Adopted Strategic 
Mobility Plan 

2019; Improved 
eight intersections 

and has nine 
intersection 

projects in progress

Add wide 
speed bumps; 

City Council 
considering 

changing citywide 
speed limits

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, CITY OF HOUSTON/COMMUNITY IMAPCT NEWSPAPER

THE CITIZENS’ 
TRANSPORTATION COALITION
Volunteer organization that advocates 
for public transportation and 
neighborhood-led transportation 
solutions in Harris and seven 
surrounding counties 
832-768-5258 • www.ctchouston.org 

LINK HOUSTON
An advocacy group aimed at 
promoting equitable transportation 
options in Houston
713-353-4604 • www.linkhouston.org

WALKABLE HOUSTON
Grassroots organization advocating 
for pedestrian safety and accessible 
sidewalks
www.walkablehouston.com

Concerned with transportation safety 
in Houston? Connect with one of 
these area grassroots organizations to 
learn more and have your voice heard. 



BELLAIRE/MEYERLAND/WEST UNIVERSITY EDITION

Schedule online: texaschildrens.org

© 2019 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. COM_134913_19

We’ve been dedicated to 

the care of Texas’ children 

since 1954. With Texas 

Children’s Specialty Care 

Bellaire right in your community,  

we’ve got you covered, from specialties 

like otolaryngology, orthopedics and 

pediatric surgery to complex inpatient 

and emergency care offered at Texas 

Children’s Hospital. Our focus on 

kids means we’re able to treat more 

pediatric conditions than any other 

hospital in the region.

It’s our specialty.



WILLOW MEADOWS
4311 SILVERWOOD | $320,000

KIRSTEN ABNEY | 713.208.8307

MEYERLAND
5006 N BRAESWOOD | $1,199,000

KIRSTEN ABNEY | 713.208.8307

WEST UNIVERSITY
6716 BUFFALO SPEEDWAY | $825,000

713.961.1722

©2019 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark 
of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity 
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your 
property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the 

offerings of other real estate brokers.

GaryGreene.com

Local offi ces in Bellaire, Post Oak, 
and Inner Loop.

Price 77005 77025 77030 77096 77401

$1,250,000

$1,000,000

$750,000

$500,000

$250,000

$0

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com24
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REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77005 77025 77030 77096 77401

$199,999 or less

$200,000-$299,999

$300,000-$399,999

$400,000-$499,999

$500,000-$599,999

$600,000-$799,999

$800,000-$999,999

$1 million +

OCTOBER SALES DATA

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Built out in 1960, Westbury is the 
second-largest subdivision in the city 
of Houston with over 3,400 home sites 
and a population exceeding 26,000. 
Living in Westbury offers residents a 
suburban feel without being too far 
from job centers and city attractions, 
and most residents own their homes. 
The neighborhood has an active civic 
association, a super neighborhood and 
an improvement association. 

RECENT LISTINGSWESTBURY

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD

2018: 239
2019: 227

77005

2018: 269
2019: 261

77401

2018: 355
2019: 375

77096

2018: 225
2019: 195

77030
77401

77030

77005

77025

77096

HOMES ON THE MARKET
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2018: 360
2019: 385

77025

  2018 VS.

NMap not to scale

2019

18/50

1/76

-

-

1/43

6/45

1/45

17/69

25/78

5/109

6/103

3/10

3/92

-

-

2/55

10/80

1/4

1/63

1/43

1/82

4/53

1/142

2/32

22/51

13/101

5/48

2/48

1/30

2/37

-

1/10

14/54

-

-

4/174

2/83

6/69

2/49

5/80

+3.1%

+47.6% +2.7%-11.1%

4 bed / 2.5 bath 

Jackie Murray
Weichert Realtors

$275,000

713-825-9179

11110 Burdine St. 

2,356 sq. ft. 

4 bed / 3 bath 

Margaret Beach
Better Homes and Gardens Gary Greene

$485,000

281-467-3837

10714 Carlota Court

2,537 sq. ft.

3 bed/2 bath 

Larry Mercer
RE/MAX Metro

$319,000

713-528-1800

10808 Oasis Drive

1,978 sq. ft.

3 bed / 2 bath

Heather Karnowski
Van Slyke Real Estate

$314,000

713-298-8331 

10730 Braewick Drive

1,635 sq. ft.

Schools: (Houston ISD) Anderson 
Elementary, Parker Elementary, Meyerland 
Middle, Fondren Middle, Westbury High, 
Bellaire High

$223,194

Sold home values*

$145

Median list price 
per square foot

Square footage 
(active listings)

1,825

71

Homes sold*

103

Median days 
on the market*

*within last 12 months

+2.7%

BHGRE Gary Greene
713-961-1722 • www.garygreene.com

MARKET DATA COMPILED BY



Delivered
Holiday Delight,

Packing, 
Shipping 
& On-Time 
Delivery

Sleighs are departing daily! 
Stop by today to get your 
gifts on their merry way.

Store Hours: 
M-F  8am - 7pm  |  Sat   9am - 3pm

12/1 - 12/22 - Open Sundays from 12pm - 5pm
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DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY
Wigs by Andre ........................................... 26

DINING
Poke Inn .................................................... 26

Tapester’s .................................................. 26

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Legacy Community Health......................... 27

Well, well, well... Chiropractic, PLLC ........... 26

RETAIL
Blue Leaf .................................................... 26



A
Fresh Healthy Eat

er
y

REGULAR 
BOWL

(MUST PRESENT COUPON. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.)

(MUST PRESENT COUPON. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.)

4848 BEECHNUT ST. HOUSTON, TX 7709

11AM-9:30PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

POKEINN.KWICKMENU.COM

POKE BOWLS

BEECHNUT ST.

RI
C

E 
A

VE
.

610

$1 OFF

10% OFF PURCHASE

2410 TANGLEY ST, SUITE C., HOUSTON, TX 77005  •  WWW.WWWCHIROPRACTIC.COM

$40 OFF
INITIAL VISIT 
& TREATMENT 
(OFFER ENDS 

12/30/19) 

WELLNESS ADJUSTMENTS 
SPORTS REHAB • CUPPING 

KINETIC TAPING

832-791-9977

5322 WESLAYAN STREET
(IN WESLAYAN PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER)

HOUSTON, TX 77005
(713) 622-6933 | WWW.WIGSBYANDRE.COM

$20 OFF 
WIG PURCHASE

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON.

Wigs by Andre

MADE FROM SCRATCH IN YOUR 
LOCAL FAMILY RESTAURANT

Done Right!

FREE STICKEE

$5 OFF A $25 
PURCHASE

with $10 Brunch purchase

TAPESTER’S GRILL

4520 BEEHNUT @ NEWCASTLE

DINE-IN  |  DRIVE-THRU  |  CARRY OUT  |  CATERING
DAILY BRUNCH  | LUNCH  |  DINNER  

GET CATERED AWAY! WE HAVE THE PRIVILEGE TO 
OFFER CUSTOM CATERING FOR ANY EVENT!

*While supplies lasts*
 *Cannot be combined with any other offers*

*Cannot be combined with any 
other offers*

True comfort food

 832-582-5333  •  MYTAPESTERSGRILL.COM

2303 South Blvd. at Greenbriar
(713) 520-9975 | blueleafhouston.com

For all things
Precious & Unique

Baby and Kids · Fine Linens 
Gifts · Jewelry · Stationary · Crystal

15% OFF
children's gifts

when you mention this ad. 
Does not apply to 

sale items.

Complimentary 
Gift Wrapping

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com26



OPENINGDECEMBER2019

OPENINGDECEMBER2019

Quality Health Care
for ALL Our Neighbors.
From Pregnancy to Pediatrics 
and So Much More!

We accept most health insurance plans including HMO/PPOs, Medicare, Medicaid & CHIP. We also offer programs to lower the cost of health care.

We believe that good health is one of life’s greatest 
necessi�es – and that makes it one of our greatest 
priori�es. With 16 loca�ons across greater Houston, 
including our new state-of-the-art clinic at    
6441 High Star Drive, we make it easy to find a 
trusted health care provider that’s just right for you 
and your family.

New Pa�ents Welcome!
Appointments Available! 
Call (832) 548 5000 to make an appointment.     
Learn more at LegacyCommunityHealth.org
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12667 Bissonnet St.
Houston, TX 77099

 9401 Southwest Fwy., Ste. 127
Houston, TX  77074

6677 Rookin St.
Houston, TX  77074

6500 Rookin St.
Bldg. B, Ste. 200
Houston, TX  77074

6441 High Star Dr. 
Houston, TX  77074

6550 Mapleridge St., Ste. 106 
Houston, TX  77081

 1415 California St. 
Houston, TX  77006

401 Branard St., Level 3 
Houston, TX  77006
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Become an
IMPACTER

NEWSPAPER
THAT’S GROWING 

We’re the

/CAREERS

Houston Endocrinologists

DIABETES, THYROID 
& ENDOCRINE CARE

Please Call ����� ��������
or go online to make 

an appointment.

���� Dashwood Dr. Suite #���
Houston, TX �����

NOW
OPEN

Dr. Jongoh 
Kim, MD

Dr. Libu 
Varughese, MD

www.DiabetesPlusClinic.com

Custom 
Orthotics 
$295

Do you have HEEL PAIN or PLANTAR FASCITIS? 
We have the Solution!

designed by podiatrists 9637 Hillcroft Ave, Houston, TX 77096

713-721-3990
22066 Westheimer Pkwy, Katy, TX 77450

281-646-9646

foryourtoesandfeet.com

HSA accounts accepted!

$496.3
6

M

$411.57M

$279.3M

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22

The fund is being established with a 
one-time injection from the state’s Eco-
nomic Stabilization Fund—more com-
monly known as the Rainy Day Fund. 
However, state lawmakers can choose 
to add more money to the fund in the 
future. 

The Harris County Flood Control Dis-
trict is in the process of applying the 
criteria set out by the board to its own 
agenda of projects to see which could 
be a good � t for state funding, HCFCD 
Director of Operations Alan Black said. 

“We have $2.5 billion in bond money, 
but we’re looking to leverage that up to 
$4 billion. ... We’re looking at this very 
closely for grant opportunities,” he 
said.

Bellaire and West University Place 
o�  cials also told Community Impact 
Newspaper they would include the new 
fund as they develop � ood project grant 
applications.

HOW IT WILL WORK

The Flood Infrastructure Fund will be 
managed by the TWDB. The board has 
also been tasked with developing Texas’ 
� rst statewide � ood plan, expected to 
be � nalized in 2024.

“We are making systematic changes 
in the state of Texas,” said state Rep. 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, who 
authored the  resolution that put Propo-
sition 8 on ballots. “We are � nally going 
to get involved in � ood mitigation for 
the � rst time in the history of the state.”

According to the dra�  Intended Use 
Plan released Nov. 15, cities, counties 
and other municipalities will be asked 
to submit a preliminary, abbreviated 
application by April to determine pri-
ority as well as eligibility for � nancial 
assistance. A� er another round of 
in-depth applications, the plan calls for 

funding projects by the end of 2020. 
Communities will be able to qualify 

for a zero- or low-interest loan, or grant 
funding, Phelan said. 

“There will be di� erent buckets. 
Based on the workshops around the 
state, we’re going to try to � gure out 
how that money is levied out through-
out those di� erent opportunities,” he 
said.

The proposed plan lays out the types 
of projects that can be funded as well 
as how a community’s economic status 

will play a role in determining whether 
a grant or loan is appropriate. A wide 
range of project types will be eligible for 
funding, from planning studies to con-
struction projects to warning systems 
and public education and outreach ini-
tiatives. Each type of project has its own 
quali� cation criteria. 

O�  cials said the process through 
which projects are prioritized will be 
data- and science-based, but Phelan 
said it is crucial for local entities to 
begin developing plans now in order 

The Brays Bayou watershed, which includes the 
Bellaire and Meyerland areas, is the most heavily 
populated watershed in Harris County. 

Watersheds

SOURCE: GREATER HOUSTON 
FLOOD MITIGATION 
CONSORTIUM/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Harris County 
Watersheds

NMap not to scale
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90
Estimated 

population: 

800K

Estimated 
population: 

445K

Estimated 
population: 

345K

Buffalo Bayou 

Brays Bayou
Sims Bayou

Drainage project 
spending since 1990

Buffalo Bayou

Brays 
Bayou Sims Bayou

Harvey damages

The Brays Bayou watershed also sustained 
the second-most amount of damage during 
Hurricane Harvey in terms of dollars, 
despite having signifi cant resources 
allocated to improving fl ood mitigation.

$164.54 million in Harvey damages
$21.89 million in Harvey damages

$184.65 million in Harvey damages

compared



Christmas at Faith
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON SUNDAY 
8:30 AM (Traditional)

10:50 AM (Contemporary)

10:50 AM (Mandrin)

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP
Wednesdays at 11:45AM 
December 4, 11, and 18

CHRISTMAS EVE
“What Can’t Wait?” 
4:00 PM (Children’s Message) 

6:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

4600 BELLAIRE BLVD @ AVE B
BELLAIRE, TX  77401

FAITHBELLAIRE.ORG BELLAIRE BLVD.

BISSO
NNET ST.

I-610

vs.
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For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

to be competitive. TWDB Director Kath-
leen Jackson told the board at its Nov. 
14 meeting that the state is approaching 
� ood mitigation with a data-driven and 
collaborative focus. One of the funding 
requirements is that applicants obtain 
partnership agreements with all of the 
political subdivisions within a water-
shed. 

“On that point we’ve got a really good 
start, working with the city of Houston 
and Harris County’s engineering depart-
ment,” Black said. “But do they also 

mean every municipal utility district as 
well? We will be asking about that.”

OPPORTUNITIES AND PRIORITIES

In the Brays Bayou watershed, the 
most heavily populated watershed in 
Harris County and the one most heavily 
damaged during Hurricane Harvey, not 
even the $480 million federally backed 
Project Brays, due to wrap up in 2021, 
will successfully remove every property 
from the � ood plain. 

That means there is more work to be 
done, and the � ood district has been 

identifying some of those opportuni-
ties, Brays Bayou Association President 
Charles Goforth said.

“Areas that have been a� ected the 
most frequently, the repetitive loss 
properties, should be addressed � rst,” 
Goforth said.

David Abraham, a Rice University 
researcher who has studied the Brays 
watershed, said one opportunity that 
could be funded is the decommission-
ing of the Southwest Wastewater Treat-
ment plant, located just inside Loop 610 
near the Meyerland area. 

“Decommissioning this facility will, 
one, prevent nearby communities from 
being inundated with fecal matter every 
time it � oods. Two, it could also add 
35 acres, or 271 acre-feet, of detention 
capacity,” Abraham said. “Lastly, it will 
send a message to Houston residents 
that the city is indeed doing everything 
they can to complement � ooding reduc-
tion e� orts by the HCFCD.” 

With $793 million in the initial fund 
for projects, a signi� cant funding gap 
remains. In the Texas Flood Assessment 
released in December 2018, o�  cials 
concluded that statewide � ood-mitiga-
tion costs over the next decade could 
exceed $31.5 billion, with around $18 
billion in need projected among individ-
ual communities across the state—not 
including Harvey recovery and the pro-
posed coastal spine. 

“In a situation like this, more is 
always better. I don’t know what the 
magic number is in terms of dollars,” 
Goforth said. “But the faster we can 
resolve these issues, the faster the per-
ception—that the surrounding area goes 
underwater every time there’s a sprin-
kle—is removed.”

SOURCES: TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD, 
STRONGER TEXAS, JOINT HOUSE RESOLUTION 4/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Loans: provided 
at below-market 
interest rates to 
cover basic project 
planning, engineering 
and grant costs

Grants: can 
be used as 
matching 
funds to help 
draw down 
federal dollars

The Texas Water 
Development Board will 
collect the information 
to prioritize projects 
and determine the best 
source of funding. 

Target due date: 

April 2020

Proposed funding process Prioritization & ranking

The TWDB will prioritize 
projects according to the 
10 funding criteria. 

April-July 2020

Invitation

The TWDB will 
invite entities whose 
projects ranked 
within the program’s 
funding capacity to 
submit applications 
for fi nancial 
assistance. 

Target date: July 
2020; applications 
due 30 days later

Financial 
assistance 
commitments

TWDB staff will 
make a funding 
recommendation to 
the board in a public 
meeting.

Target date: Fall 2020

2019 2020
2023-24

Regional and 
statewide 

fl ood plans are 
expected to be 

fi nalized.

Abridged 
application

Local entities, including the Harris County Flood 
Control District, are expected to be able to submit 
applications for state funding in early 2020.

Nov. 5: Texas voters approved 
Proposition 8, which created 
the fi rst-ever statewide Flood 
Infrastructure Fund.

1 3

2

4

Texas Harris 
County

86.1% 
voted for

77.83%
voted for



T H E C A N D I D A T E W I T H
E X P E R I E N C E Y O U C A N T R U S T

WIN STANDS FOR
CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT AND GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY

PUTTING TAXPAYERS FIRST
PRIORITIZING FLOOD MITIGATION

PROVIDING A PREMIER QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR FAMILIES

VOTE WIN FRAZ IER
FOR BELLA IRE C ITY COUNCIL , POS IT ION 4
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THE

HAS COME

For showtimes, visit thelighthascome.org.

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • WOODWAY CAMPUS • 6400 WOODWAY DRIVE • 713.465.3408 • SECOND.ORG

Second Worship is excited to present this dramatic musical re-telling of the Christmas story  
featuring musicians, singers, actors, dancers and artists of all ages from all six of our campuses. 
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Your place to B E L O N G
Discover the destination for inspired Houston seniors whose stories have chapters 
yet to be written. From the newly completed townhomes and apartments to the 
stately elegance of our classic residences, you’re bound to find an option that suits 
your style. And above all, you’ll come to know the comfort and joy of being a 

cherished part of a true community.   

Come for a visit today and discover the value of The Buckingham, 

Houston’s only Life Care community.

8580 Woodway, Houston, TX 77063 | 713-510-3689 | RetireBuckingham.com 
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2020ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY 

GUIDE

Coming this    anuary!

ARE YOU A LOCAL BUSINESS? 
SCHEDULE YOUR AD TODAY!

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM�CONTACT �866� 989�6808

COMMUNITY INFO

RESTAURANTS

SHOPPING

HEALTH CARE

REAL ESTATE

EDUCATION

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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