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Bay Area residents choose to 
live aboard their sea vessels

Clear Creek ISD school start times to remain unchanged
Ben Bauers is one of thousands of Clear Creek ISD high 

school students who want a later start time. In late Octo-
ber, he went before the CCISD School Start Time Commit-
tee, a group the district organized to examine potentially 
changing school start times, and said high schoolers’ 
sleep needs are not being met.

Bauers said a later start time for high schools in the dis-
trict, which start at 7:10 a.m., would lead to increased per-
formance in academics, athletics and other areas, which 

Bauer said is subjectively important but quickly corrected 
himself and said it is objectively important.

“Sorry, I didn’t get much sleep,” he o� ered as an excuse.
Bauers is not alone: Dozens of other students, parents 

and even doctors have been advocating for later high 
school start times stretching back years. 

However, advocates will have to wait a bit longer. The 
CCISD board of trustees Nov. 19 voted 4-3 to follow Super-
intendent Greg Smith’s recommendation to keep school 

BY JAKE MAGEE

Keith Frontz stood over the counter 
and poured icing over freshly baked 
cinnamon rolls that � lled the room 
with a sweet, warm scent. Meanwhile, 
his wife, Becca Frontz, hurried to pick 
up laundry strewn about in di� erent 
parts of the living room.

For the couple, it was another nor-
mal day at home, but their residence 

BY JAKE MAGEE
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Home sweet boat

Arthur Tailleur is one of several resi-
dents who live permanently aboard 
boats docked at Clear Lake marinas.

SOURCE: CLEAR CREEK 
ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

33% yes

Voted yesVoted no Undecided

Clear Creek ISD high school students start class at 7:10 a.m. According to a recent districtwide survey, 
many high school students and families want a later school start time. Many district employees do not.

Q: Should CCISD consider changing school start times?

Employees: 29.2% yes

Students:

Students:

53.9% yes

Parents: 30% yes

Elementary 

of CCISD high 
school students 
report feeling 
sleep deprived 
often or always.

Intermediate school 

Employees:

Employees:

41% yes

Parents:

Parents:

46.4% yes

High school 

48% yes

50.4% yes

50%0% 100%

Q: Of those who said CCISD should 
consider changing school start times, 
should they be earlier or later?

is the average hours 
of sleep Clear Creek 
ISD high school 
students get on 
school nights.

of these said
later start times

of these said
later start times

of these said
later start times

of these said
later start times

of these said
later start times

69.5%

47.3%
38.8%

80.9%
97.9%

is unlike most. The kitchen is small—
barely big enough for adults—and the 
living room TV is nothing more than 
a small tablet suspended from a sup-
port column. Hardly any natural light 
is able to penetrate the mail slot-sized 
windows along the walls.

This is all because the Frontzes live 
aboard a sailboat. 

There are several Bay Area res-
idents who choose to live on their 
boats at ports around Clear Lake. 
While there are similarities among 
such residents, they come from all 
walks of life, from single seniors 
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Sunset� an� s� muc� mor�

800 Mariners Dr. Kemah
www.thesundancegrill.com
281.535.5350

LIVE MUSIC | SUNDAY BRUNCH | PHENOMENAL FOOD & DRINK

Wher� Memorie� Ar� Mad�
Located on the water 
at the lovely Waterford 
Harbor Marina. Join 
us for seafood, salads, 
pasta, burgers and more.

GET  ANY  DR IP  FOR  $50  OFF
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 1/20/2020

Did you know?
IV  ABSORPT ION  RATES 

ARE  UP  TO  100%

LOCATED  IN  BAYBROOK MALL
HEALTHFUSIONDRIPSPA .COM

281-218-DRIP
Book Now!

SpecialShop Till 
    You Drop

COME SEE US FOR YOUR INFUSIONS OR INTRAMUSCULAR 
INJECTIONS OF VITAMINS AND MINERALS!

Proven To: • BOOST ENERGY • BURN FAT • ENHANCE ATHLETIC PERFORMANCE 
• BOOST IMMUNITY • AND MORE

FOLLOW US ON

Bringing ourdesign to your homesite

Receive a
Free

Build
Estimate

and
 $10,000 

Decorator 
Allowance
between October 1

and December 31, 2019

With David Weekley’s Build on Your Lot program, you’ll enjoy the best of both 
worlds – a new, energy-efficient home in a location you know and love, plus:

Make the home of your dreams a reality by contacting 713-574-5048

to choose from and before construction

DavidWeekleyHomes.com

FROM THE GREATER HOUSTON
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION! 

Builder 
OF THEYear

October 1, 2019, and
December 1
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Limited
Time Only!

MINIMUMS AS LOW AS

$500+

EXTENDED TERMS UP TO

72 MONTHS

OUR MINIMUMS ARE FALLING

6640 South Shore Blvd.,
Suite 100

League City, TX 77573
713-852-6700

This credit union is federally insured by the 
National Credit Union Administration. 

NMLS: #280545

+Up to 36 Month Term

Get Fast Cash with a
Low Payment Today!

Texas Bay can help you fi nance just about anything…
Seasonal Shopping • Home Repairs • Personal Projects

The Choice is Yours!

SOUTH SHORE 
BLVD.

LEA
GUE C

ITY
 PK

W
Y.

N

TexasBayCU.org
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how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to bayfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR

I have been following our � rst front-page 
story about changing high school start 
times with interest.

Both of my boys attended Clear Lake 
High School, and they played sports there 
all four years. We had many late nights of 
homework a� er a full day of school and 
practice.

Researchers, parents and district o�  cials 
all agree that science shows teenagers ben-
e� t from starting school later. Teens have 
di� erent physiology that makes it harder 
for them to get up for high school, which 
starts at 7:10 a.m.

However, changing school start times 
is a complicated process that must take 

into account several factors, including bus 
routes, extracurricular activities, athletics, 
performing arts, students’ jobs, day cares 
and more. Find out why the district opted 
to keep start times the same for now on 
Page 24.

Our second feature story is about Bay 
Area residents who have made a unique 
lifestyle choice: living aboard a boat. There 
are several residents who have bought 
sailboats and live on them full time while 
docked at area marinas. There are singles, 
married couples and even live-aboards 
with pets and children.

Is life on the water for you? Read more 
on Page 26. 

CCISD residents debate school start times

I had the privilege of writing a pretty interesting 
front-page story this month. The Bay Area is home 
to several people who live permanently aboard their 
boats. How wild is that?

If you’re claustrophobic, the live-aboard lifestyle 
probably is not for you. Most boats are only about 
50 feet long, which does not leave much room for 
possessions or even people. However, I cannot 
deny their coziness; a� er spending hours onboard 
residents’ boats, I grew to love their wood decor, 
minimalistic style and gentle rocking.

As a bonus, live-aboards can vacation practically 
at any time by sailing into Galveston Bay and toward 
Kemah, Galveston or even the Gulf of Mexico. They 
do not even have to pack.

For a brief period, I considered living out of my 
1989 Chevy conversion van and traveling the coun-
try. That is what live-aboards are doing, only they are 
on waves instead of wheels. For a fascinating look at 
their unusual lifestyle, read our story on Page 26.

What is it like living on a boat in the Bay Area?

ADVERTISE WITH US For advertising inquiries, please contact us at bayads@communityimpact.com or 866-989-6808.

Cathy Turner
GENERAL MANAGER

cturner@communityimpact.com

Jake Magee
EDITOR
jmagee@communityimpact.com
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Read them a story. 
Listen to theirs.
Start a new chapter by spending 
time with those in need.

Sign up today:
Call: 281.967.7791
Email: Kathleen@essentialhospice.com
Visit: clearlakehospice.com/volunteers

Volunteers needed
— Unity Hospice needs caring

individuals to help our patients.
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
  4  Amazing Point of View Eye Care & 
Eye Gym had its grand opening Oct. 5 at 
2810 S. Gulf Freeway, Ste. B, League City. 
The business specializes in sports vision 
assessment and training by using special 
equipment to train athletes to improve 
reaction time, hand-eye coordination and 
peripheral awareness. The business has 
two other locations, both in Port Arthur. 
832-340-7769.
www.amazingpointofview.com

  5  Kirk and J’s BBQ opened in September 
at 5745 Bayport Blvd., Seabrook. The busi-
ness sells brisket, ribs, pulled pork, smoked 
sausage and other barbecue favorites. Kirk 
and J’s also caters and delivers meals.
832-261-6975. www.facebook.com/kjbbqtx

  6  Farmhouse Furniture opened over 
the summer at 2100 NASA Parkway, Ste. 
160, Seabrook. The business builds and 
sells handmade custom furniture, including 
tables, benches, kitchen islands and other 
wood-based items. 281-339-7990.
www.facebook.com/farmhouse-
furniture-by-ls-creations-468412703351536

  7  Kolache Factory opened Nov. 13 at 
306 N. Gulf Freeway, League City. A grand 
opening with giveaways and prizes will be 
held Dec. 14. The quick-service breakfast 
restaurant serves a variety of sweet and sa-
vory breakfast kolaches, pastries, cinnamon 
rolls, croissants, strudel and other treats. 
Kolache Factory also serves drinks.
281-784-0010. www.kolachefactory.com

  8  Boutique Jenuine Treasures had 
its grand opening at 902 Hardesty Ave., 
Seabrook, near Seabrook Waffl e Co., on 
Nov. 29. Jenuine Treasures sells handcraft-
ed items, and the business plans to offer 
crafting classes for its customers.
www.facebook.com/jenuinetreasures

COMING SOON

  9  Reserve Wine and Spirits will open 
in mid-December at 1915 W. League 
City Parkway, Ste. 180, League City. The 
3,000-square-foot business will feature 
wines from all over the world and have a 
large selection of spirits and craft beer. 
Reserve Wine and Spirits will also host 
occasional wine-tasting events.
404-556-4174

NOW OPEN

  1  Amerisleep had its grand opening 
Sept. 21 at 500 Baybrook Mall Drive, Ste. 
1124, Friendswood. The national chain 
sells mattresses, bed bases, pillows and 
bedding to customers directly rather than 
including a middleman. The chain also 
manufactures in the United States.
346-230-2451. www.amerisleep.com

  2  Java Owl Coffee House opened in 
October at 10821 Upper Bay Road, Nassau 
Bay, which will be demolished in 2021 to 
make way for Houston Methodist Clear 
Lake Hospital’s expansion. Owners John 
and Ginger Wilkinson said they will look for 
a new permanent home for the business in 
Nassau Bay once the building is demol-
ished. The business sells locally roasted 
coffee, leaf teas, specialty beverages such 
as Vietnamese and Cuban coffees, locally 

baked goods, and local beers and wines. 
281-957-9814.
www.facebook.com/javaowlcoffeehouse

  3  Blitz Sports Grill & Party Bar opened 
Oct. 17 at 803 E. NASA Parkway, Ste. 100, 
Webster. The restaurant and party bar 
caters to all ages at different times through-
out the day. Blitz provides food, live sports 
broadcasts, alcohol, interactive entertain-
ment and more. 713-622-5489.
www.blitz-nasa.com

9



www.openroadrealtyinvestors.com
281.767.2577

1129 HWY 146 #1119, Kemah

YOUR 
HOME FAST

SELL

WE BUY HOUSES NO MATTER THE 
CONDITION OR CIRCUMSTANCE

GET A FAST CASH OFFER
ON YOUR HOME!

WHETHER YOU’RE TRYING TO

SELL - BUY - RENT
WE’RE HERE TO SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE!
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FEATURED IMPACT— NOW OPEN

  A 

Jetstream RV Resort at NASA had its grand opening Oct. 26 at 14450 Ellington Park 
Drive, Webster. The 23-acre site includes 202 recreational vehicle spaces and several 
amenities, all within a controlled-access park. The resort has a clubhouse, fi tness center, 
arcade room, laundry room and more. 713-609-1019. www.jetstreamrvresortatnasa.com

 COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE
News or questions about the Bay Area? 

Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

RELOCATIONS

 10 Erma’s Nutrition Center and Natural 
Market relocated in early November to the 
old Salvation Army building at 2332 E. NASA 
Parkway, Houston. The business, previously 
at 18045 Upper Bay Road, Houston, has 
been providing health food, vitamins and 
supplements since 1967. 281-333-4746.
www.ermasnutritioncenter.com

RENOVATIONS

 11 Devon Self Storage at 3018 Bayport 
Blvd., Seabrook, is undergoing a remodel be-
cause of the widening of Hwy. 146. The front 
of the business will be modifi ed to accommo-
date new right of way from construction. The 
facility offers self-storage units with 24-hour 
security, controlled climates, drive-up access 
and more. 281-942-0106.
www.devonselfstorage.com

 12  City offi cials Oct. 26 held a ribbon-cut-
ting for the Ellington Airport/Clear Lake 
Neighborhood Recycling Center, 246 
Loop Road, Houston. The center under-
went renovations, including repaving the 
asphalt surface, which had been damaged 
after years of heavy use. The site accepts 
everything from cans to cardboard to plas-
tics. 713-837-0311.www.houstontx.gov/
solidwaste/clearlake.html

ANNIVERSARIES

 13 Cupcake Cachet at 2800 Marina Bay 
Drive, Ste. J, League City, celebrated its 
one-year anniversary Sept. 12 with a Clear 
Lake Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cut-
ting and prizes and gifts for attendees. 
The bakery sells cupcakes designed to be 
prestigious and better than any other cup-
cake customers have had, the owner said. 
281-937-2253. www.cupcakecachet.com

 14 Regal Estates Senior Living at 500 
Enterprise Ave., League City, celebrated 
its 20th anniversary with a ribbon-cutting 
event Oct. 30. The senior living facility 
offers independent- and assisted-living 
accommodations. 281-869-3157.
www.seniorlifestyle.com

 15 Seabrook Eye Center, 603 Kirby 
Road, Seabrook, celebrated its one-year 
anniversary Dec. 6. The eye care business 

tests visual acuity and uses the latest 
optometric technology, including digital 
imaging, to inspect eyes and assess vision. 
Qualifi ed doctors are on staff to examine 
eyes for common eye diseases, such as 
cataracts and glaucoma. 832-753-4073.
www.seabrookeyecenter.com

 16 Mario’s Pizza & Pasta, 2100 E. NASA 
Parkway, Ste. 100, Seabrook, this year cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary. The business 
originally opened in 1969 in Galveston and 
offers New York-style pizza and a full Italian 
menu, sandwiches, soups, salads and 
more. 281-474-5103.
www.mariosseabrook.com

CLOSINGS

17 Marburger’s Sporting Goods, 1400 
Bayport Blvd., Seabrook, offi cially closed 
Sept. 28 to make way for the expansion of 
Hwy. 146. Marburger’s carried fi shing and 
hunting gear, including poles, tents, wad-
ing boots and more. The business, which 
was open for 46 years, has not announced 
plans to relocate. 281-474-3229.
www.facebook.com/marburgerstx

 18 Prodigy Hair Salon, 18069 Upper Bay 
Road, Houston, will close by Jan. 4 because 
its location will be demolished to make 
room for the expansion of Houston Meth-
odist Clear Lake Hospital. Two stylists will 
relocate to Salons D’ Allon Suites at 18301 
Egret Bay Blvd., Ste. B, Houston.
281-549-7175. www.prodigyhairsalon.com

IN THE NEWS

 19 Clear Lake City-County Freeman 
Branch Library, 16616 Diana Lane, Hous-
ton, on Oct. 4 had a ribbon-cutting to cele-
brate the library joining the Family Place Li-
braries national network. The library will be 
able to provide resources to help families 
nurture children’s development. The library 
now includes a designated children’s area, 
parent-child workshops, books and other 
media for parents and librarians trained in 
child development. 832-927-5420.
www.hcpl.net/branch/clear-lake-city-
county-freeman-branch-library



 
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 1-855-894-0146 or visit MDAndersonBreastCare.com.

Jenée Bobbora  |   Cancer Survivor

When facing breast cancer, where you go first matters. If you are newly diagnosed or suspect you have breast When facing breast cancer, where you go first matters. If you are newly diagnosed or suspect you have breast When facing breast cancer, where you go first matters. If you are newly diagnosed or suspect you have breast 
cancer, make MD Anderson Cancer Center your first choice. Our highly specialized breast cancer experts cancer, make MD Anderson Cancer Center your first choice. Our highly specialized breast cancer experts cancer, make MD Anderson Cancer Center your first choice. Our highly specialized breast cancer experts 

have seen and treated every type of breast cancer, so you receive the right treatment plan right from the start.have seen and treated every type of breast cancer, so you receive the right treatment plan right from the start.have seen and treated every type of breast cancer, so you receive the right treatment plan right from the start. 
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 1-855-894-0146 or visit MDAndersonBreastCare.com.

Jenée Bobbora  |   Cancer Survivor

“Breast cancer“Breast cancer“Breast cancer“Breast cancer,,,“Breast cancer,“Breast cancer“Breast cancer“Breast cancer,“Breast cancer,“Breast cancer,“Breast cancer“Breast cancer“Breast cancer,“Breast cancer  I went straight to the experts” I went straight to the experts” I went straight to the experts”

Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

LEAGUE CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS   |   WEST HOUSTON
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NOVEMBER

16 THROUGH JAN. 5
SEE A COSMIC LIGHT SHOW

Space Center Houston is hosting Galaxy 

Lights, an interactive and technologically 

advanced holiday light display. Attend-

ees can watch suspended lights move in 

choreographed patterns, learn about the 

technology behind lights at interactive 

stations, view the fi lm “Holidays in Space” 

featuring footage of astronauts celebrat-

ing the holidays and more. All ages wel-

come. 6-10 p.m. $19.95 (nonmembers), 

$15.95 (members). Space Center Hous-

ton, 1601 E. NASA Parkway, Houston. 

281-244-2100. www.spacecenter.org

DECEMBER

06 THROUGH 8, 13-15
WATCH ‘THE NUTCRACKER’

The Bayou Theater of University of Hous-

ton-Clear Lake will host the holiday play 

“The Nutcracker.” The family favorite clas-

sical performance is fi lled with toy soldiers 

and twirling snowfl akes all set in the magi-

cal Land of Sweets. All ages welcome. 7:30 

p.m. (Dec. 6, 7, 13, 14), 2 p.m. (Dec. 7, 8, 

14, 15). $24-$38. Bayou Theater, 2700 Bay 

Area Blvd., Houston. 281-283-3024.

www.uhcl.edu/bayou-theater

06 THROUGH 7, 13-14,
20-21, 27-28

DINE WITH AN ASTRONAUT
Space Center Houston visitors have a 

chance to eat lunch with the men and wom-

en who make space exploration happen. 

Astronauts will tell fi rst-hand stories of time 

aboard the International Space Station. 

Tickets, which include access to Space Cen-

ter Houston, must be bought in advance. 

All ages welcome. Noon on Fridays and 

Saturdays. $69.96 (adults), $35.95 (children 

ages 4-11). Space Center Houston, 1601 E. 

NASA Parkway, Houston. 281-244-2100. 

www.spacecenter.org

07 CHECK OUT LIVE SOUL MUSIC
Chelsea Wine Bar will host a per-

formance by soul artist Anitra Jay, an acous-

tic singer-songwriter based in Houston. Jay 

has roots in jazz and gospel music and is 

putting together her fourth album, “Work 

in Progress.” Age 21 and older. 9 p.m.-1 

a.m. Free. 4106 E. NASA Parkway, Ste. F,

El Lago. 281-326-5282.

www.chelseawinebartexas.com

07 HAVE A POLAR EXPRESS 
PAJAMA PARTY

The Kemah Community Center will host a 

pajama party for families that will include 

pancakes, photos with Santa, door prizes 

and more. Guests can come dressed in their 

pajamas. All ages welcome. 9-11 a.m. Free. 

Kemah Community Center, 800 Harris Ave., 

Kemah. 281-334-1611. www.facebook.

com/events/2565894306851308

07 THROUGH 8
ATTEND THE KEMAH 

CATAMARAN SHOW
The inaugural Kemah Catamaran Boat 

Show will be the only one of its kind on the 

Texas Gulf Coast dedicated to bringing 

together buyers, sellers and enthusiasts of 

catamarans, a type of boat with two parallel 

hulls. The show will feature catamarans 

made by Leopard, La Fountaine Pajot and 

Lagoon. The event will include catamaran 

charters, lessons and vendor services, and 

owners will be able to discuss cruising and 

maintenance. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (both days). 

Free. Kemah Boardwalk Marina, 555 Brad-

ford Ave., Kemah. 409-682-7745.

www.visitbayareahouston.com/

events/2020/kemah-catamaran-show

07 THROUGH 8, 14-15, 21-24
SANTA AT THE AQUARIUM

Residents can dine at the Aquarium 

Restaurant along the Kemah Boardwalk 

and be joined by Santa Claus and the 

restaurant’s own mascot, Sharkey. Reser-

vations required. All ages welcome. 8:30-

11 a.m. $18.99 (adults), $12.99 (children 

ages 2-10). Aquarium Restaurant, 215 

Kipp Ave., Kemah. 281-334-9010.

www.aquariumrestaurants.com/

aquariumkemah/promos/breakfast 

-with-santa

07 THROUGH 8, 13-14, 20-22
JINGLE ON THE BOARDWALK

The Kemah Boardwalk will host Jingle on 

the Boardwalk, which includes plenty 

of family seasonal events and holi-

day-themed festivities, such as Christmas 

music, a snow patch, balloon artists, stilt 

walkers, Santa’s workshop and photos 

with St. Nick. All ages welcome. 2-7 p.m. 

(Dec. 7, 14 and 21), 5-7 p.m. (Dec. 13 and 

20), 2-6 p.m. (Dec. 8, 15 and 22).

877-285-3624

www.kemahboardwalk.com

13 JOIN THE 20TH KREWE DU LAC 
PUB CRAWL

The Krewe du Lac pub crawl hits Bay Area 

businesses throughout the night. The 

event raises money for the Kemah Police 

Department to spread to the communi-

ty throughout the holidays. The event 

will include music from Pee Wee Bowen 

Band. Age 21 and older. 5:30 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Participants should donate a gift card or 

cash for admission. T-Bone Tom’s, 707 

Hwy. 146, Kemah. www.facebook.com/

events/2529544117321598

18 HEAR THE DEPUE
BROTHERS BAND

The DePue Brothers Band combines 

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

TO-DO LIST DECEMBER-JANUARY
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HOLIDAY IN THE PARK
LEAGUE CITY
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WATCH A BOAT PARADE
CLEAR LAKE CHANNEL
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SEE WINTER LIGHTS
LA MARQUE

DEC.
14

Magical Winter Lights Houston allows visitors to 
view lanterns and watch acrobatics. 5-10 p.m. 
(Sun.-Thu.), 5-11 p.m. (Fri.-Sat.). $22 (adults), 
$13 (children and seniors), free (children 3 and 
younger), $5 (parking). 1000 FM 2004, La Marque. 
888-560-5853. www.magicalwinterlights.com

League City will host the 2019 Holiday in the Park 
event. Attendees will be able to watch parades, 
shop for holiday items and see live entertainment. 
5-9 p.m. (Fri.), 9 a.m.-9 p.m. (Sat.), noon-5 p.m. 
(Sun.). Free. League Park, 512 Second St., League 
City. 281-554-1000. www.leaguecityproud.com

More than 100,000 residents regularly show up to watch the 
Christmas boat lane parade on Clear Lake. More than 60 boats 
decorated in holiday lights will fl oat down the Clear Lake channel 
from South Shore Harbour Marina and the Nassau Bay Lagoon 
to Galveston Bay. 6 p.m. Free. Viewing locations vary along Clear 
Lake. 281-488-7676. www.clearlakearea.com

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE

bluegrass, classical and rock genres into 

a unique combination. The band will 

perform classical and new holiday tunes 

at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

All ages welcome. 7:30-9:30 p.m. $10-

$32. Bayou Theater, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., 

Houston. 281-283-3024.

www.uhcl.edu/bayou-theater

20 ENJOY A SOCIAL GATHERING 
FOR SENIORS

Clear Lake City Community Association 

will be hosting its Senior Holiday Social. 

Older residents can join the association 

for dinner, dancing, games and more 

while meeting and interacting with 

neighbors. Age 55 and older. 5:30-8:30 

pm. $10. Clear Lake City Community 

Association, 16511 Diana Lane, Houston. 

281-488-0360. www.clcca.org

27 HEAR LIVE IRISH ROCK
Houston-based band Blag-

gards will perform live music at T-Bone 

Tom’s. The group started in July 2004 by 

mixing Irish music with rock ‘n’ roll using 

infl uence from Johnny Cash, Elvis and Thin 

Lizzy. All ages welcome. 7-11 p.m. Free. 

T-Bone Tom’s, 707 Hwy. 146, Kemah.

281-334-2133. www.tbonetoms.com

30 THROUGH 31, JAN. 2-3
LEARN TO FLY DRONES

Children who received a drone for 

Christmas can learn to fl y it at a drone 

camp. Campers will be able to practice 

fl ight patterns, navigate an obstacle 

course and receive maintenance advice 

from skilled drone pilots. The camp will 

provide practice drones for those who do 

not bring their own. Ages 12-15. 9 a.m.-2 

p.m. $80. Lone Star Flight Museum, 11551 

Aerospace Ave., Houston. 346-708-2517. 

www.lonestarfl ight.org

NOV. 15-
JAN. 05



What could be more fun than choosing your dream home just in time for the 
Holidays? Lago Mar, located in Texas City has 10 great builders with homes ready for 
move in or nearing completion. Tour any of our model homes, open 7 days a week, 
to discover the perfect floor plan and homesite for you and your family. Stop by the 

Lagoon Life Information Center to learn about the largest lagoon in Texas.

FOR THEHomesHomesHomes
Holidays

LagoMarinTexasCity.com

HomesHomesHomes
HolidaysHomesHomes
HolidaysHomes
HolidaysHolidaysHomes
HolidaysHomes
HolidaysHolidays

TexasCity.com

What could be more fun than choosing your dream home just in time for the 
Holidays? Lago Mar, located in Texas City has 10 great builders with homes ready for 
move in or nearing completion. Tour any of our model homes, open 7 days a week, 
to discover the perfect floor plan and homesite for you and your family. Stop by the 

FOR THEHomesHomes
HolidaysHolidaysHomes
HolidaysHomes
HolidaysHolidaysHomes
HolidaysHomes

*  Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.

New Homes FROM THE $200s - $500s

Emmett F Lowry
Expy.

Lago Mar
Blvd.

Holland Rd.

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS WITH FAMILY  
AND FRIENDS AT THE ONLY MUSEUM  
IN HOUSTON WHOSE EXHIBITS FLY! 

HOLIDAY IN THE HANGAR

★  Stearman Santa Flies in for Holiday Fun! Sponsored by 
Houston Family Magazine  – Saturday, December 7, 14 
and 21. Welcome Santa as he taxis to the Lone Star Flight 
Museum. Meet Santa, get a holiday treat, make candy 
airplanes and ornaments, and more!

★  $5 Museum Mondays! Monday, December 23 and  
Monday December 30 – We’re spreading the holiday spirit 
and welcoming everyone to the museum for only $5!  
Screening of The Grinch  December 23 – FREE with a 
general admission ticket.

★  Drone Pilot Workshop  December 30-31 and January 2-3   
$80 per child – Kids ages 12-15 – Learn how to become an 
ace drone pilot! Practice flight patterns, an obstacle course 
and meet experienced drone pilots. Register now!

346-708-2517

11551 AEROSPACE AVE
ELLINGTON AIRPORT

LONESTARFLIGHT.ORG
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  1   Hwy. 146 widening

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is widening Hwy. 146 from four to six lanes 
between Red Bluff Road in Seabrook and 
Hwy. 96 in Kemah. Four lanes of express 
lane bridges will be built for motorists who 
want to bypass local traffi c. The project 
is in Phase 1, which goes until September 
2020 and includes widening the existing 
northbound lanes, adding a bike lane and 
building a new northbound frontage road 
in Seabrook. Traffi c on the Hwy. 146 bridge 
has been shifted west with two lanes in 
each direction separated by barriers. From 
Dec. 9 to Jan. 18, the south boating channel 
beneath the bridge will be closed to allow 
contractors to work. Various streets in and 
around Seabrook and Kemah will be closed 
periodically during the project.

Timeline: February 2019-early 2024

Cost: $201 million

Funding sources: federal government 
($160.8 million), TxDOT ($40.2 million) 

  2   Dickinson Avenue reconstruction

There have been delays on the north side of 
the project due to necessary utility reloca-
tions, pushing the project completion date 
from December into early 2020, but the 
south side of the project is nearly complet-

All information on this page was updated as of 
11/11/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

ONGOING PROJECTS

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND MARIE LEONARDTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

ed. Contractors are installing the under-
ground storm sewer system that drains 
into the drainage channel on Beaumont 
Street. When complete, about 2.5 miles of 
Dickinson Avenue will be reconstructed to 
a two-lane concrete street with curb and 
gutter to better accommodate drainage.

Timeline: January 2019-early 2020

Cost: $7 million

Funding sources: Galveston County ($6 
million), city of League City ($1 million)

  3   Calder Road improvements

This project, which went out for bid Oct. 
21, includes the design and construction of 
improvements along Calder Road from Er-
vin Drive to Cross Colony Drive. Crews will 
modify the existing asphalt and open-ditch 
roadway into a concrete curb and gut-
ter-style roadway. The project will result in 
widened lanes, an additional turn lane, new 
sidewalks on the west side of Calder Road 
and increased drainage capacity. Crews are 
relocating utilities before road work begins. 
A two-year project to improve Calder Drive 
from Ervin Avenue to Turner Street was 
completed in February.

Timeline: fall 2019-fall 2020

Cost: $8.95 million

Funding source: city of League City

UPCOMING PROJECTS
  4   West Walker Street improvements

This road between League City Parkway 
and FM 646 will be enhanced with modifi -
cations to improve traffi c fl ow. Turn lanes 
will be added to enter subdivisions, traffi c 
signals will be installed, and the road’s 
intersections at League City Parkway and 
FM 646 will be improved. The city will add 
a dedicated right turn lane for north- and 
southbound Walker Street, add an extra 
through lane on Walker Street in both 
directions and extend the left-turn lanes 
along League City Parkway by 250 feet.

Timeline: fall 2019-late 2020

Cost: $6.17 million

Funding sources: city of League City

HOW IT WORKS

When are conductors 
required to sound train 
horns at a crossing? 
Federal law sets various requirements in 
regard to train and railroad operations 
in Texas, including how often and when 
trains have to blow their horns. For 
example, train operators are required to 
sound horns at least 20 seconds before 
they approach a public road crossing, 
according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation. Residents may also 
wonder why conductors are required to 
blow horns when there are already au-
tomatic warning signals at the intersec-
tion. Law requires engineers to blow the 
horn as it approaches and goes through 
the intersection, according to TxDOT. 

However, there are potential restrictions 
or loopholes. Certain communities 
may apply for quiet zones if Federal 
Railroad Administration requirements 
are met, and therefore trains will not be 
able to sound their horns when passing 
through the zone, according to TxDOT. 
Some cities may also use wayside horns, 
which are mounted on the signal at an 
intersection and would be directed at 
traffi c in the street and potentially less 
disruptive, according to TxDOT. 
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Learn more at utmbhealth.com/quality.

Quality care and patient safety. At UTMB Health, they’re our priority and promise.

For the third consecutive year, the 2019 Vizient Quality and Accountability Ranking has recognized our 
superior care  – placing us among the top academic medical centers in the nation. This prestigious 
award is one of the most objective measures of hospital quality and safety because it is based 
solely on data related to clinical outcomes.

It takes an incredible amount of skill, passion and dedication to be recognized three years in a row. 
Throughout every location, hospital and campus of UTMB Health, the highest standard of care is 
more than a goal – it is our promise to every patient, every time.

 Quality
Leadership
Award
2019 Winner

Bernard A Birnbaum, MD

RANKED AMONG 
THE NATION’S 
BEST FOR QUALITY 
CARE AND SAFETY. 
AGAIN.
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Assisted Independent Living | #147203

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

Happy residents. Smiling team members.
Even pets love it here!

Learn more about our pet-friendly community today. 281-729-5254
500 Enterprise Ave. | League City, TX 77573

“ Skippy and I love  it here! Skippy  loves everyone  and they love him!”
— Faye W.
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district, he said, campaigning is not his 
favorite part.

“I like the work, I like the challenge, 
but I don’t like the politicking side of 
it,” he said.

Martin has already served District E 
for seven years. He was appointed for 
one year to � ll the seat a� er the previ-
ous council member resigned. He then 
served a two-year term before the city 
changed its charter and allowed council 
members to serve two four-year stints, 
Martin said.

Up until Hurricane Harvey, he said, 
Martin’s job was pretty typical city 
business, including budgeting, � xing 
streets and ensuring the police and 
� re departments were doing good jobs. 
A� er the storm hit, Martin’s immediate 
priority has become drainage and � ood 
mitigation, he said.

“That’s been a nonstop challenge, 
day in and day out,” Martin said.

Martin has advocated for the coastal 

barrier project that would create miles 
of walls in Galveston to prevent � ood-
ing from storm surge. He has supported 
local Clear Lake projects as well, such 
as Exploration Green, which converted 
a golf course into a detention pond, 
Martin said.

Martin also said he will push for 
road projects, such as the upcoming El 
Dorado Boulevard expansion. One of 
Martin’s priorities is improved roads, 
he said.

Additionally, Martin was instrumen-
tal in the development of the Houston 
Spaceport at Ellington Airport. Martin 
also helped the city partner with San 
Jacinto College to put a workforce train-
ing program at the spaceport. Martin 
said he will continue to push for such 
partnerships to encourage companies 
and educational institutions to locate 
to the spaceport and positively a� ect 
Houston’s economy, including Clear 
Lake property values, he said.

Despite the many challenges ahead, 
including the fact that Martin serves 
the city’s only noncontiguous district, 
Martin looks forward to his � nal term.

“I can continue to say I’m blessed 
and honored to serve [not only] the city 
of Houston but [also] the residents of 

District E,” he said.

MAYOR, OTHER ELECTIONS

Mayor Sylvester Turner has a strong 
lead over his 11 opponents, but he did 
not gather at least 50% of the vote. 
He will face Tony Buzbee in a runo�  
election Dec. 14.

In Harris County, Turner won 111,404 
votes, or 46.36% of the votes, and 
Buzbee received 69,188 votes, or 28.79% 
of the votes.

On election night, Buzbee told a 
room of supporters he was con� dent he 
would win in a runo�  against Turner. 
Turner issued a statement the day a� er 
the election saying he trusts residents 
to vote for the more quali� ed candidate 
instead of a “Donald Trump imitator.”

The Houston City Council’s � ve 
at-large positions were also up for 
grabs, and all of them will go to runo�  
elections. Incumbent Mike Knox 
will face Raj Salhotra for Position 1; 
incumbent David W. Robinson will face 
Willie R. Davis for Position 2; incum-
bent Michael Kubosh will face Janaeya 
Carmouche for Position 3; Anthony 
Dolce� no will face Letitia Plummer for 
Position 4; and Sallie Alcorn will face 
Eric Dick for Position 5.

Mayor Sylvester Turner to face Tony Buzbee in runoff election

Houston City Council District E Member 
Dave Martin wins re-election in landslide

Dave Martin, the incumbent candi-
date for Houston City Council District 
E, won his second term Nov. 5 in a 
landslide victory over challenger Sam 
Cleveland. Meanwhile, votes for other 
Clear Lake-serving positions, including 
the mayor, are not as clear-cut and will 
require runo�  elections.

Martin received 19,308 votes, or 
77.07% of the vote, while Cleveland 
received 5,746, or 22.93%. Martin said 
he is honored to serve the residents of 
District E, which includes Clear Lake 
and Kingwood, and the city of Houston 
as a whole. Martin’s second and � nal 
four-year term begins Jan. 1.

“I feel so blessed that 77% of the 
residents of District E have asked me 
to continue doing this job,” he told 
Community Impact Newspaper. “It’s a 
challenge that I do not take lightly.”

Martin said he was glad the election 
is over. While he enjoys working for the 

BY JAKE MAGEE

2019 RESULTS Houston City Council Member Dave Martin won re-election, but all other Clear Lake-serving positions will go to runoff. 
Only the top two candidates for each race are shown below.

*INCUMBENT CANDIDATES

Election

Sylvester Turner*
Tony Buzbee

Houston mayor
111,404 votes (46.36%)

69,188 votes (28.79%)

Dave Martin*
Sam Cleveland

Houston City Council
District E

19,308 votes (77.07%)
5,746 votes (22.93%)

Houston City Council
At-large Position 1

Mike Knox*
Raj Salhotra

73,391 votes (36.5%)
44,435 votes (22.1%)

Houston City Council
At-large Position 2

David W. Robinson*
Willie R. Davis

71,998 votes (37.73%)
51,866 votes (27.18%)

Houston City Council
At-large Position 3

Michael Kubosh*
Janaeya Carmouche

91,118 votes (47.78%)
41,470 votes (21.51%)

Houston City Council
At-large Position 4

Anthony Dolcefi no
Letitia Plummer

39,484 votes (20.89%)
30,125 votes (15.94%)

Houston City Council
At-large Position 5

Sallie Alcon
Eric Dick

42,803 votes (22.77%)
38,146 votes (20.29%)
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5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN THE BAY AREA SINCE 1996

COASTALEYEASSOCIATES.COM 

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE NEW YEAR! BOOK YOUR EYE EXAM TODAY!

Call or Come By Today
(281) 488-7213

USE YOUR 
FLEXIBLE 
SPENDING 

BEFORE THE 
END OF THE 

YEAR!

Bay Area edition • December 2019 15

Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney 
Ellis hailed the agreement as a historic 
moment for Harris County, likening it 
to Brown v. Board of Education, the 
landmark civil rights case in 1954 that 
led to the integration of public schools 
nationwide.

Meanwhile, Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Steve Radack and Precinct 
4 Commissioner Jack Cagle said 
they believe the reforms will come 
with concerns about public safety, 
as eligibility for no-cash bonds has 
been extended to a range of arrestees, 
ranging from gambling to criminal 
trespassing to low-level assault to 
burglary of a motor vehicle.

“Our county spends millions of 
dollars in the realm of criminal jus-
tice, and we voted last session to add 
potentially another $97 million to look 
out for those who are arrested for com-
mitting crimes in our society,” Cagle 
said at an Aug. 13 meeting. “But there 
is a great deficit in these reforms, in 
that we have not been looking out for 
the only unwilling participant in the 

criminal justice system: … the vic-
tims.”

In April 2017, Rosenthal declared 
the Harris County’s bail bond system 
unconstitutional, finding that the 
practice of jailing people for not being 
able to afford bail violates guarantees 
of due process and equal protection. 

In February, the county changed 
its bail bond policies, resulting in 
pretrial releases on personal bonds for 
around 85% of misdemeanor arrest-
ees. Automatic no-cash bail will still 
not be available for people arrested 
for certain crimes, including domes-
tic violence offenders or  for those 
receiving a second arrest for driving 
while intoxicated, according to the 
settlement.

Since Rosenthal struck down Harris 
County’s bail system in 2017, the num-
ber of people being held in the Harris 
County jail pretrial for misdemeanors 
has dropped. Counts made the first 
day of each month show an average 
of 465 people were being held for pre-
trial misdemeanors over the first six 

months of 2016. That number dropped 
to 278 over the first six months of 2019, 
according to data from the Texas Com-
mission on Jail Standards.

The most common reasons for arrest 
in that period included first arrests 
for driving while intoxicated, thefts 
between $100-$750 and driving with 
a suspended or invalid license. The 
data does not include people arrested 
for Class C misdemeanors, such as 
disorderly conduct.

Ellis said he believes there is no 
evidence that the cash bail system 
improves public safety, citing a 
University of Pennsylvania study that 
found detaining individuals pretrial 
could make them more likely to com-
mit crimes later on.

County Judge Lina Hidalgo said she 
believes the reforms will lead to an 
overall improvement in public safety.

“[The settlement] ensures that we 
are spending our resources on real 
public safety rather than filling our 
jail[s] with people who are only there 
because they’re poor,” she said.

GOVERNMENT

Harris County aims to end cash bail bond system for most misdemeanor arrestees
After more than three years, a 

lawsuit concerning Harris County’s 
bail bond practices has officially been 
settled.

Months after an effort to overhaul 
Harris County’s bail bond system 
was set into motion, county officials 
have gotten final approval from a 
federal judge on a program they claim 
addresses inequalities in how the 
system treats lower-income arrestees. 
Despite their approval of the program, 
others are fighting against its imple-
mentation.

County commissioners adopted a 
series of policy reforms at a July 30 
meeting with a 3-2 vote. Chief U.S. 
District Judge Lee Rosenthal on Nov. 
21 ruled in favor of the policy reforms,  
which also settled an ongoing lawsuit 
the county had been fighting since 
2016. Under new policies, the vast 
majority of individuals arrested for 
misdemeanor crimes are now eligible 
to be released on automatic, no-cash 
pretrial bonds.

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

Af ter  arrest The agreement 
passed by 
Harris County 
commissioners July 
30 includes several 
requirements for 
the county moving 
forward.

dealThe terms of the 

Exceptions include: Prior Afterto

of individuals arrested 
for misdemeanors are 
released pretrial on 
personal bonds.

In  the cour troom

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER SOURCE: TEXAS 

COMMISSION ON 
JAIL STANDARDS/
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

 �Domestic violence/violating  
protective order

 �Second or subsequent DUI 

 �New charges after previous 
pretrial release

 �Enough public defenders to 
provide legal representation to all 
misdemeanors arrestees 

 �Support staff within public defender’s 
office to assist in info gathering

Harris County must provide funding for:

were being held for 
pretrial misdemeanors 

over the first six months 
of 2016.

County must 
conduct a study 
into reasons
why people miss 
court dates.

study: study:
The county must allocate The county must allocate 

$250,000 $850,000
per year to programs that 
help indigent arrestees 
make court dates.

per year to programs, which can include:
 �Transportation assistance
 �Child care assistance
 �Mental health assistance

All individuals with outstanding 
arrest warrants for missing a court 

date that were issued

before
Jan. 1, 2019,

can appear in court to clear their 
warrants and receive new court dates.

 �Warrants after previous 
bond forfeiture or revocation

 �Arrests while on community 
supervision

Counts made the first 
day of each month show 

an average of

465 
people 278 

people

That number 
dropped to

over the first six 
months of 2019.

Roughly

85%
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Researchers: ITC chemicals did not harm humans
 SEABROOK  Firefighters used chemi-
cally laced foam to extinguish blazes 
at Intercontinental Terminals Co. in 
March, but the foam did not release 
enough chemicals into the environ-
ment to harm humans, researchers 
said at a public meeting Nov. 4.

However, the researchers said there 
are several gaps in data that would 
give them more insight as to the 
effects of the chemicals release.

Texas A&M University Superfund 
Research Center researchers and 
Galveston Bay Foundation Director 
Bob Stokes spoke at a meeting in 
Seabrook to break down the effects of 
the ITC fires on the environment. The 
fire began March 17 in Deer Park when 
a couple chemical tanks caught on fire 
and took days to extinguish.

After the fire, the foundation found 
it difficult to learn what the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity was doing to sample the air and 
water for perfluorooctanoic acids, or 
PFAs, potentially harmful chemicals 
commonly used in firefighting foam. 
As such, foundation staff got in a boat, 
entered the Houston Ship Channel 
and began taking its own samples, 
Stokes said.

Eventually the foundation part-
nered with the Texas A&M research 
center to analyze the samples. 
Researchers found elevated PFAs in 
the channel immediately after the fire, 
professor Weihsueh Chiu said.

“These chemicals are very resistant 
to degradation in the environment. 
They remain in the environment for a 
very long time,” he said.

The U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration suggests certain PFAs may 
cause serious health conditions, such 

as cancer, decreased birth weight and 
damage to immune systems. However, 
there is very little data on most of the 
thousands of PFAs, Chiu said.

The foundation and research center 
sampled water up- and downstream 
of the ship channel through August 
to determine how long the PFAs stuck 
around. By June and July, PFA levels 
had declined significantly, which 
means they washed out to Galveston 
Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, Stokes 
said.

The elevated PFA levels found 
immediately after the fire were above 
several agencies’ drinking water 
limits. However, no one is drinking 
from the ship channel, so researchers 
compared the PFAs levels to recre-
ational use limits. According to those 
limits, even the highest sampled levels 
of PFAs did not pose a concern to 
humans who may have been swim-
ming in the channel and accidentally 
ingesting water, Chiu said.

Regardless, Stokes said the firefight-
ing industry is trying to move away 
from using foam with PFAs.

“Hopefully next time around the 
product that is used is a safer product, 
perhaps because we documented PFAs 
in this instance,” he said.

League City staff, TxDOT officials review Bay Area transportation projects during town hall meeting
 LEAGUE CITY  A slew of transpor-
tation projects are in the works or 
pending, and League City and Texas 
Department of Transportation officials 
teamed up Nov. 12 to inform residents 
of the construction they can expect 
over the next several years.

TxDOT engineer Jamal Elahi spoke 
mostly about the widening of I-45 that 
bisects League City and runs all the 
way to Galveston and Hwy. 146 that 
moves through Seabrook and Kemah.

Widening I-45 between NASA 
Parkway and FM 518 is a $99 million 

project that will be complete in spring 
2022. Work from Hwy. 96 to FM 517 
will cost $122 million and be complete 
in late 2021. Widening I-45 between 
FM 517 and FM 1764 will be complete 
in fall 2023 and cost $231 million, 
Elahi said.

Hwy. 146 work will widen the road 
from four main lanes to up to 12, 
including a 2.4-mile express bridge 
that will run along the west side of the 
existing bridge over Clear Creek. 

So far, crews have completed about 
20% of the work to create new bridge 

foundations. The Hwy. 146 north-
bound lane widening is about half 
done, and southbound widening and 
express bridge construction started 
earlier than expected, Elahi said.

Using money approved in a May 
bond election, League City has 
planned several improvements along 
Hwy. 96 through 2021. Additionally, 
the city will widen Grissom Road 
between Abigail Lane and NASA 
Parkway in 2021, construct a new I-45 
frontage road to Hobbs Road in 2024, 
widen and improve Butler and Turner 

roads next year, construct Ervin Street 
where the new Bay Colony Park will 
be, reconstruct Calder Road from 
Ervin Street to Cross Colony Drive 
next year, improve Walker Street, and 
improve the intersection of Hwy. 3 and 
FM 518 in 2021, city officials said.

News from Clear Creek ISD, League City and Seabrook

“THESE CHEMICALS ARE VERY 
RESISTANT TO DEGRADATION 
IN THE ENVIRONMENT. 
THEY REMAIN IN THE 
ENVIRONMENT FOR A VERY 
LONG TIME.”

— WEIHSUEH CHIU, A TEXAS A&M 
UNIVERSITY SUPERFUND RESEARCH CENTER 

RESEARCHER, ON THE CHEMICALS RELEASED 
DURING THE ITC FIRES IN MARCH

QUOTE OF NOTE

major League City 
transportation projects 
incoming or in progress

NUMBER TO KNOW

14 

Consultant: League City needs bigger libraries
 LEAGUE CITY  League City’s single 
library is not meeting the city’s 
needs and will become less ade-
quate as the city continues to grow, 
prompting consultants to propose 
building new libraries and expand-
ing the existing one at a cost of at 
least $105 million.

Since January, design firms PGAL 
and 720 Design have been research-
ing League City’s library needs and 
assessing residents’ desires when it 
comes to library use. They shared 
their findings and recommended 
solutions with the League City City 
Council on Oct. 22.

League City has a single library, 
Helen Hall Library, that is 29,000 
square feet, the same size as when it 
was constructed in 1985. That equals 
0.25 square feet per capita for League 
City’s population of about 106,000. 
The state standard for library size 
is 1 square foot per capita, and the 
average for a city of League City’s 
size is about 0.51, putting Helen Hall 
Library well behind the curve, said 
Maureen Arndt with 720 Design.

In addition, Helen Hall Library 
was built to be a warehouse for 
books before computers and other 
technologies became common in 
libraries. Nowadays, libraries are 
thought of as community spaces 
with study rooms, collaborative 
areas and other amenities, and that 
is what League City residents indi-
cated they want in their local library, 
Arndt said.

Arndt and fellow consultant Paul 
Bonnette with PGAL came up with 
four recommendations for League 
City to meet its library needs.

The first is to build a 

42,000-square-foot westside library 
by 2023, build a 42,000-square-
foot eastside library and expand 
the westside library 40,000 square 
feet by 2028, and build a new 
80,000-square-foot central library by 
2033. The total cost is estimated at 
about $131.65 million.

The second is to build a 
42,000-square-foot westside library 
by 2023, build a new 80,000-square-
foot central library by 2028, expand 
the westside library another 
40,000 square feet by 2033, build a 
42,000-square-foot eastside library 
by 2038, and expand the eastside 
library by 40,000 square feet by 
2043. The total cost is estimated at 
about $157.45 million.

The third is to build a new 
122,000-square-foot central library 
by 2025 and expand it 50,000 square 
feet by 2030. The total cost would be 
about $106.6 million.

The last recommendation is to 
build a new 170,000-square-foot 
central library by 2025 for about 
$105 million.

Some council members said the 
decision should go to voters.

“Without a referendum, that’s a 
lot of money. That’s a lot of lettuce,” 
Council Member Andy Mann said. 

Council Member Todd Kinsey said 
he hopes to see something on the 
ballot by November 2020 for voters 
to decide what they want done.

The least-
expensive 

recommendation from a consultant to 
meet League City’s library needs

NUMBER TO KNOW

$105M 



Top Ranked 
in Houston

When it comes to neuroscience, it’s about collaborating with 
a leading academic institution like Baylor College of Medicine 
to revolutionize surgical approaches, find innovative uses 
for technology, and navigate new frontiers. It’s about the 
confidence in having some of the best brains in neuroscience 
by your side, managing your care while developing new 

treatments for tomorrow.

More at BSLneuro.org.

Bay Area edition • December 2019 17

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE

League City City Council approves spending $1.78M 
on vehicles and equipment for city services

Clear Creek ISD board approves superintendent 
targets to meet strategic plan goals in 2019-20

 LEAGUE CITY  League City City Council 
on Nov. 5 approved spending about 
$1.78 million on a litany of equipment 
for several city departments.

With the council’s approval, the 
city will buy an excavator, backhoe, 
Bobcat, seed drill, and hazmat and 
rescue truck for $230,857; 14 vehi-
cles, 10 of which are replacements 
and four of which are new, for parks, 
maintenance, utility and waste-
water workers for $462,376; nine 
replacement and three new vehicles 
for the fire and police departments 
for $824,224; various books, audio 
books and other library materials for 
$114,975; and police uniforms and 
gear for $150,000.

The expenses were included in the 
fiscal year 2019-20 budget.

Council Member Hank Dugie noted 
every city department was repre-
sented in the audience.

“I guess just by a nod of your head, 
do we need all this?” he asked the 
audience.

The city employees nodded.
“Alright, great,” Dugie said.
The council approved the expenses 

unanimously with two council mem-
bers absent.

The council on Nov. 5 also 
approved adjusting the speed limit 
of Calder Road from Turner Street to 
Ervin Street from 30 mph to 35 mph. 
The stretch is about 1 mile long.

Calder is considered a collector 
road in the city’s master mobility 
plan, and collector roads are to be 35 
mph.

 CLEAR CREEK ISD  The Clear Creek 
ISD board on Oct. 28 unanimously 
approved several targets for Super-
intendent Greg Smith to help the 
district fulfill its strategic plan.

The plan, which will finish by the 
end of this school year, includes 
seven strategies with action plans to 
meet those strategies. A new five-
year strategic plan with five similar 
strategies will go into effect at the 
beginning of the 2020-21 school year, 
district officials said.

The targets include increasing the 
use of standards-based grading for 
kindergarten through fifth grade; 
increasing the number of students 
demonstrating growth in reading, 
math and college and career read-
iness; implementing more safety 
recommendations, including audits 
of facilities and increasing residents’ 
perceptions that CCISD is safe; 
increasing the effect of core values on 
students’ actions to create engaged, 
well-rounded students; improving 

resources for parents so they know 
what their students are learning 
and doing in school; improving the 
transportation department, which is 
currently understaffed; and increas-
ing the retention rate of teachers.

Progress on each of the targets 
will be presented around January 
to ensure they will be completed by 
the end of the school year before the 
new strategic plan goes into effect, 
said Steven Ebell, CCISD’s deputy 
superintendent of curriculum and 
instruction.

“This is a great move in these 
targets to transition us to the next 
strategic plan,” he said.

News from Clear Creek ISD, League City and Seabrook

“THIS IS A GREAT MOVE 
IN THESE TARGETS TO 
TRANSITION US TO THE NEXT 
STRATEGIC PLAN.”

— STEVEN EBELL, DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 
OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

QUOTE OF NOTE

Clear Creek ISD board of trustees 
2425 E. Main St., League City
Next meeting: Dec. 16 at 6 p.m.

League City City Council
200 W. Walker St., League City
Next meeting: Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_bay

MEETINGS



ARE YOU A LOCAL BUSINESS? 
SCHEDULE YOUR AD TODAY!

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM�CONTACT �866� 989�6808

COMMUNITY INFO

RESTAURANTS

SHOPPING

HEALTH CARE

REAL ESTATE

EDUCATION

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

2020ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY 

GUIDE

Coming this    anuary!
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Dec. 31st | 7:30pm | Crystal Ballroom
Open Bar | Photo Booth | Dancing | Balloon Drop

$135 per person++
Room Rates Starting at $99
Attire: Roaring ‘20s Themed

or Cocktail

RESERVATIONS
(281) 334 - 1000 EXT. 2022

New Year’s EVE CelebrationNew Year’s EVE CelebrationNew Year’s EVE Celebration

Ring in
the ’20S 
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The offi cial day for the 2020 census count is a few months away, and census employees are 
already beginning to prepare for the April 1, 2020, count. Here is what to know about why 
the census is important and how it affects local communities.

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER What to know about the 2020 census

Understanding the process Why is it important?

REFLECTING AMERICA:

Census questionnaire forms will 
be mailed out to every household 
beginning in March 2020. The form 
can be fi lled out online or over the 
phone beginning March 23.

For the fi rst time, census forms can 
be mailed in or submitted online, 
over the phone or to an address 
canvasser who comes to the door.

Canvassers will follow up to 
nonresponsive residences to collect 
the census data through July 2020.

Results of the survey will be 
delivered to the president by 
Dec. 31, 2020.

1

2

3

4

“Our concentration is 
understanding who is in the 
housing unit, what is their 
relationship, and what is their 
race and ethnicity. … We’re asking 
those questions so we can utilize 
that information ... to provide 
the resources that a lot of our 
communities depend on.” 

– REBECCA BRISCOE, HOUSTON METRO AREA 
PARTNERSHIP COORDINATOR FOR THE U.S. 

CENSUS BUREAU

Federal funds allocated based on 2010 
census data Texas= $43 billion

Allocated to all other states=
 $675 billion

Federal assistance programs that distribute 
funds based on decennial data include … 

• Medical Assistance Program 
• State Children’s Health Insurance Program
• Foster care 
• Special education grants

For every person  counted,

the federal government will allocate $1,578
to the state of Texas. 

6.3%

How to get involved
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking for 
5,000 people in Harris County to become 
temporary employees for the 2020 count. 

Apply online at 
www.2020census.gov/jobs.

Or call 
1-855-JOB-2020.

Starting hourly pay rate is 
$19.50-$24.50.

INSIDE INFORMATION COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND KELLY SCHAFLER

of Texans 
participated in the 
2010 census.

How we participated

2010 census response rate

71%

Participation 
percentage

 50%-59.9%

 60%-69.9%

 70%-79.9%

 80%-89.9%

The last decennial count was in 2010, and this is how people in 
the Bay Area participated.

RED
BLUFF RD.

N

45

3

96

646

146

The Bay Area’s population has grown in the last couple of decades, and 
the 2020 census will shed light on exactly how much the area has grown.
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Trends to watch in the Bay Area
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OOOOO Five-Star “Superior” rating by BauerFinancial, Inc., awarded September, 2019 OOOOO 

Make it a Ho-Ho-HomeTown Holiday!
Shop locally this year and support our local merchants  

. . .  like HomeTown Bank does all year long!

1406 West Main St. (FM 518) • (281) 554-3265 • www.htbna.bank

Bill Provenzano 
Senior Vice President,   
Branch Manager and 

Loan Officer

Jim Goebel
Vice President and  

Loan Officer

Home for the
Holidays at 
The Shores

The Shores at Clear Lake 
Senior Living offers

resort-style 
accommodations with 

exceptional and innovative 
care in the Houston area.

We specialize in assisted 
living and memory care 
services, combining the 

highest quality of attention 
and support to provide you 
with the care you deserve.

Located at:
19400 Space Center Blvd. - Houston, TX 77058

SPACE
CENTER BLVD.

E.
NA

SA
PK

W
Y.

Clear Lake

Call to
schedule a tour
281-823-8088

TheShoresatClearLake.com
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SENIOR LIVING GUIDESENIOR LIVING GUIDE2019

GUIDE

  7   Lake Haven Apartment Homes 
1051 Columbia Memorial Parkway, Kemah 
281-538-5559 
www.havencommunities.com

  8   Light Heart Memory Care 
Call for private Webster,
Clear Lake addresses 
281-282-0770 
www.lightheartmemorycare.com 

  9   Orchard Park at Victory Lakes 
2760 W. Walker St., League City 
281-369-4404 
www.orchardparkatvictorylakes.com

 10 Regal Estates of League City 
500 Enterprise Ave., League City 
281-538-5993 
www.seniorlifestyle.com

 11 Regency Village 
409 Greene St., Webster 
281-332-4738 
www.regencyvillagecare.net

 12 Regent Care Center 
2620 W. Walker St., League City 
281-309-5400 
www.regentcare.biz 

DEFINITIONS/KEY

    Independent-living  communities 
cater to older adults with limited care 
needs. Most include amenities, such as 
fi tness programs, housekeeping, communal 
meals and more.

    Assisted-living  communities 
specialize in providing care and 
supervision. These facilities frequently 
offer a full range of amenities as well as 
limited medical assistance. 

    Memory care  facilities specialize in 
providing care to seniors with Alzheimer’s, 
dementia and other cognitive issues. Staff 
members are trained to help residents 
manage these diseases. 

     Hospice care is intended to relieve 
symptoms and suffering associated with 
a terminal illness in those who have been 
given six months or less to live. 

    Nursing home/skilled nursing
facilities provide care to those with illnesses 
or mental conditions requiring full-time 
monitoring and medical care. The patient 
must choose to forgo further curative 
treatment. 

    Mixed-use facilities offer some or all  
of the above services.

 13  Serenity Gardens 
1816 Gill Road, Dickinson 
832-225-8017 
www.serenitygardenspch.com

 14  The Cottages at Clear Lake
400 Landing Blvd., League City 
281-661-1446 
www.alzcottages.com

 15  The Crossings 
255 N. Egret Bay Blvd., League City 
281-525-4320 
www.mrcthecrossings.org

 16 The Delaney at South Shore
 2605 Marina Bay Drive, League City 
281-907-8935 
www.thedelaneyatsouthshore.com

 17 The Shores at Clear Lake
19400 Space Center Blvd., Houston 
281-823-8088 
www.theshoresatclearlake.com

 18  The Villas at El Dorado
220 W. El Dorado Blvd., Friendswood
281-286-0900

 BAY AREA
  1  Absolute Hospice 
700 Second St., Ste. B, League City 
409-440-8199 
www.absolutehospice.com 

  2  Baywind Village Skilled Nursing and 
Rehabilitation 
411 Alabama Ave., League City 
281-332-9588 
www.baywindvillagecare.net 

  3   Brookdale Clear Lake 
780 W. Bay Area Blvd., Webster 
281-316-9055 
www.brookdale.com 

  4   Chesapeake Bay Luxury
Active-Adult Community 
2300 Repsdorph Road, Seabrook 
281-957-9488 
www.cbluxuryseniorliving.com

  5   Heart to Heart Hospice 
16441 Space Center Blvd., Ste. C300, 
Houston 
713-984-2100 
www.hearttohearthospice.com 

  6  Heartis Clear Lake 
14520 Hwy. 3, Webster 
281-488-0762 
www.heartis.com

SOURCE: WWW.AARP.ORG/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

GUIDE TO SENIOR LIVING
As the number of senior adults nationwide and in the Bay Area continues to grow, so 
does the demand for residential options. The following list is not comprehensive.

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

or 93.43% of seniors
in the Bay Area have a
high school education.

or 45.31% of seniors 
in the Bay Area have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.

EDUCATION

LIFE EXPECTANCY

17,049

8,268

68 years 79 years
in 1950 in 2013.

The average U.S. life 
expectancy rose from

DEMOGRAPHICS

11.4%

18,247160,090

Bay Area

Total population: Age 65 and older:

11.7% 14.9%

Texas Nationwide

*AS OF 2018, THE MOST RECENT DATA AVAILABLE

Age 65 and older:

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE
DESIGNED BY KRISTEN RODRIGUEZ
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I WILL GO THE EXTRA MILE FOR YOU 
TO SERVE ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE 
NEEDS, WHATEVER YOU NEED!

Bay Area Expert
 Find the 
perfect home

Providing the 
service you 
deserve and 

the experience 
you can trust 
since 2007.

Happy Holidays and I look forward to serving all
your real estate needs in 2020!

RICHARD B. PARR 
REALTOR

281�300�0175
rbparr@cbunited.com
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BUSINESS FEATURE

J ake Trione has faith in God, a 
passion for helping the elderly 

and an old soul. The combination led 
him from serving in the Coast Guard 
for over 13 years to starting in his 
garage a gym speci� cally tailored to 
seniors.

Now, nearly a year a� er opening 
TriFitness Gym with co-owner John 
Adiletta, Trione is seeing his work 
changing lives, and he hopes to fran-
chise the business to create staples in 
other communities, he said.

About 10,000 Americans turn 65 
each day, and many of them use 
walkers or wheelchairs or end up in 
senior-living facilities. That does not 
have to happen if they stay in shape, 
and that is what TriFitness aims to 
help seniors do, Trione said.

Aimed at residents 50 and older, the 
gym provides training to increase bal-
ance, � exibility, endurance, strength 
and other areas that allow seniors 
to live life to the fullest. In just a few 
months, Trione’s clients are seeing 
results.

J.P. Prichard, 74, said she is now 
able to run around outside with her 
grandchildren as opposed to playing 
board games, which was all she was 
able to do with them before getting in 
shape. While others her age are start-
ing to deteriorate, Prichard is thriving, 
she said.

“I can do anything,” she said. “I feel 
great.”

Many gyms are intense and require 
members to � gure out equipment and 
exercises alone. At TriFitness, clients 
are coached in groups no larger than 
four so each person gets a person-
alized, guided workout experience, 

Trione and his clients said.
Trione enjoys working with older 

clients because they truly buy into 
his � tness programs and recognize 
exercise’s importance. As a bonus, 
they impart onto Trione just as much 
wisdom about life as he o� ers them 
about � tness. 

“They’re fun to be around,” he said. 
“They have more knowledge than 
anybody else on Earth.”

TriFitness is about more than serv-
ing its direct members; Trione enjoys 
giving back to the community, and 
anyone who wants to franchise the 
business will have to have that same 
priority, he said.

When opening, the business raised 
$2,700 for the Lone Survivor Foun-
dation that bene� ts veterans. The 
business also raised $1,700 for the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Trione said he knows his business 
serves a neglected demographic and is 
making signi� cant changes.

“Seeing the impact we’re having 
… it’s been easy to know this is right 
thing to do,” he said. “It’s hugely 
needed.”

BY JAKE MAGEE

TriFitness Gym 
Veteran changing fi tness industry for seniors
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TriFitness Gym

2417 Bay Area Blvd., Houston

281-786-1189

www.trifi tnessgym.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 5:30 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Fri. 5:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-
11:30 a.m., closed Sun.
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SPACE CENTER BLVD.
Jake Trione opened TriFitness Gym in January with co-owner John Adiletta.

J.P. PRICHARD 
SAID SHE IS MORE 
ACTIVE AND 
HEALTHY SINCE 
TRAINING AT 
TRIFITNESS GYM.

BILL SCHNEIDER CAN 
MORE EASILY PLAY WITH 
HIS GRANDCHILDREN 
AFTER TRAINING AT 
TRIFITNESS GYM.

Jake Trione opened TriFitness Gym in January with co-owner John Adiletta.

TriFitness Gym teaches seniors how to move better for 
life by using their own body weight as training. 

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS

Clients are trained to have better:

Strength to carry weight

Endurance to move around faster for longer

Coordination to drive and remain independent



FREE REGISTRATION FEE 
($100) VALUE

(832) 670-8668
info@ivykidshobbs.com

1925 W League City Pkwy 
League City, TX 77573

SIGN UP FOR IVY KIDS WINTER CAMP | AGES 6-12

NEW YEAR, NEW SCHOOL. 
THE FUTURE STARTS HERE!

Ages 6 weeks to 12 years
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 F or many Latinos, as soon as the 
weather starts cooling down and 

the holiday season rolls around, it is 
time to eat tamales. 

The owners of Alamo Tamales To Go, 
Estevan and Nancy Salinas, said tamale 
season is the busiest time of the year.

“It’s insane,” Nancy said. “As soon 
as we open the door in December, it’s a 
line outside the door, and it’s like that 
for hours into the a� ernoon.” 

Tamales, which are a traditional 
Mexican food, are made from masa, 
which is corn � our, and seasoned meat 
wrapped and steamed in a corn husk. 
At Alamo Tamales To Go, tamales are 
getting prepped year round for Christ-
mas, starting in June, Estevan said. 

The restaurant o� ers a variety of 

tamales, including chicken, jalapeno 
and cheese, bean, beef, spinach and 
cheese as well as various specialty 
� avors, such as turkey, in November. 
The large handmade pork and brisket 
tamales are the best sellers, the Sali-
nases said. 

The wait for tamales on a chilly 
December day can be anywhere from 
one to two hours, so the Salinases make 
sure their customers are comfortable 
when they wait. 

“We try to pass out hot chocolate, 
churros and snacks if people are wait-
ing, and we’re always playing a movie 
and just talking,” Nancy said. 

Putting a smile on the customers’ 
faces and serving the local community 
throughout the year makes all the work 

BY ALEX GRANTAlamo Tamales To Go
Owners serve seasonal treats to hungry locals
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worthwhile, the Salinases said. 
“We get a lot of regulars,” Estevan 

said. “I like it when they come in and 
they’re having a bad day and I can help 
turn it around a little bit, not just with 
the food but also just talk to them.”

Before the Salinases bought the 
restaurant in 2012, they were regulars. 
Nancy made desserts for the restaurant, 
including empanadas, dulce de leche 
candies and pecan pies, and it was 
always her dream to own a store. 

Eventually, the original owner 
decided to sell, and the Salinases seized 
the opportunity. 

“At � rst it was challenging, but it’s 
been really good lately,” Estevan said. 

When the Salinases took over, they 
added the breakfast menu and various 
items, including tacos, nachos and Frito 
pie, using old family recipes from Nan-
cy’s family, they said. Their No. 1 seller, 
however, continues to be the tamales.  

The demand for tamales can get 
pretty overwhelming, but it is worth 
the wait, Nancy said. Alamo Tamales 
To Go will be open all winter, includ-
ing Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 
serving fresh, hot tamales as well as the 
rest of the menu. 

“We encourage locals to give us a 
shout,” Nancy said. “We’re here, and 
we’d like to see you.” 

Alamo Tamales To Go

13914 Hwy. 3, Webster

281-990-7800

www.alamotamale.net 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Sat. 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

N

CLEAR LAKE CITY BLVD.

3

Estevan and Nancy Salinas, owners of Alamo Tamales To 
Go, enjoy serving and putting smiles on locals’ faces. 

’Tis the season
Here is a history of how the Christmas favorite came to be:

The fi rst tamales were made almost 9,000 
years ago in Central America.

Indigenous people, including Mayans and 
Aztecs, found religious signifi cance in tama-
les, and they were considered a ritual food.

After the Spanish conquest, Catholicism 
spread in Central America, and tamales
became associated with holidays, including 
Christmas.

DINING FEATURE

THE LARGE, HANDMADE 
BRISKET AND PORK TAMALES
(THREE FOR $6, SIX FOR $9, 12 FOR $16.95) 
ARE THE MOST POPULAR SELLERS. 
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start times the same and implement 
programs and initiatives to address 
problems sleep-deprived students 
have been reporting.

Advocates were disappointed with 
the vote but heartened to see three 
board members—Scott Bowen, Jenni-
fer Broddle and Arturo Sanchez—vote 
against Smith’s recommendations in 
favor of a more ambitious solution.

“The later high school starts, the 
better for students,” said Yen Rabe, the 
president of the Houston-area chapter 
of Start School Later. “We are doing so 
much harm to our students.”

SLEEP PATTERNS

According to area doctors, mod-
ern research shows teenagers bene� t 
from a school start time of 8:30 a.m. or 
later. However, in several districts in 
the Greater Houston area, high school 
typically starts around 7:30 a.m. Clear 
Creek ISD has one of the earliest start 
times at 7:10 a.m.

Once they hit puberty, teenagers’ 
sleep cycles change; their circadian 
rhythms, internal clocks that dictate in 
part when to go to sleep and wake up, 
begin cycling later. Teenagers also pro-
duce melatonin, a natural sleep-induc-
ing chemical, later than preteens and 
fully grown adults, said Sara Nowa-
kowski, an associate professor of med-
icine at Baylor College of Medicine and 
a research health scientist at Michael 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
E. DeBakery VA Medical Center.

As such, many teenagers are unable 
to fall asleep as early as they need to 
get the recommended full eight to 10 
hours of sleep. Teenagers naturally 
want to go to sleep around midnight 
or 1 a.m., Texas Children’s Hospital 
Dr. Amee Patel said, but many have to 
wake at 6 a.m. or earlier to catch the 
school bus. 

In a districtwide survey, students 
indicated they sleep an average of 
six hours and 44 minutes each night. 
About 62% of high school students 
reported feeling sleep deprived o� en 
or always.

Sleep deprivation can also be dan-
gerous; Nowakowski, who is a CCISD 
resident, had a sleep deprivation-re-
lated brush with death in high school 
that pushed her to spend her life study-
ing sleep, she said.

As a teenager, Nowakowski was 
driving to an early-morning summer 
job when she dozed o�  and crashed 
into a telephone pole. She was not 
harmed, but her car was destroyed. 
Other teenagers who fall asleep at the 
wheel, in part because of early school 
start times, are not so lucky, she said.

“Some kids are losing their lives,” 
Nowakowski said. “They’re risking it 
every day.”

Additionally, more sleep results in 
less depression, anxiety and risk tak-
ing among teenagers; they get better 
grades and do better at sports and 

other activities when well rested, Patel 
said.

In addition to being president of 
the Houston chapter of Start School 
Later—a national advocacy group for 
later high school start times that has 
the backing of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics and other 
national health-related organiza-
tions—Rabe is also a teacher at Hous-
ton ISD. The district switched from 
unstandardized school start times to 
an 8:30 a.m. high school start time 
beginning in the 2018-19 school year, 
and the e� ect on students’ mental and 
physical well-being has been positive, 
she said.

“I see it’s better,” Rabe said.
CCISD resident David Brady, who 

has a child in high school, said he 
brought up his concerns about school 
start times years ago. His daughter has 
been showing signs of sleep depriva-
tion for years, and it is time for change 
in a district that o� en tries to be pro-
gressive and exceptional, he said.

“Unfortunately, in this case we’re 
exceptional in a bad way,” he said.

District o�  cials acknowledged the 
research about teenagers’ sleep pat-
terns is sound, but o�  cials and board 
members had other factors to consider 
when deciding the best school start 
times for students.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

When it comes to changing school 

start times, bus routes are a signi� cant 
challenge, said Steven Ebell, CCISD’s 
deputy superintendent of curriculum 
and instruction.

There must be a 45-minute break 
between school start times at the ele-
mentary, intermediate and high school 
levels so there is enough time for the 
district’s 177 buses to pick up and drop 
o�  students before school. Addition-
ally, intermediate schools must start 
last because many intermediate cam-
puses have special programs, such as 
dual-language or gi� ed and talented 
programs, that start an hour before 
school begins and require special 
transportation, Ebell said.

If school start times were pushed 
back, it is likely elementary students 
would be the � rst to ride the bus each 
day. Considering elementary school 
students’ age and the fact they make 
up the biggest bulk of school bus rid-
ers, it is more likely they would acci-
dentally cause delays that would a� ect 
intermediate and high school bus rid-
ers, Ebell said.

“The potential for having slow-
downs and students missing the bus 
… is pretty great if elementary starts 
� rst,” he said.

Like other Houston-area districts, 
CCISD is already struggling with trans-
portation considering 16 bus driver 
positions have yet to be � lled. Chang-
ing routes would further complicate 
matters, Ebell said.

As part of the board’s vote Nov. 18, 

SOURCES: TEXAS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, START SCHOOL LATER, CLEAR CREEK ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Medical professionals, parents and 
district administrators agree with 
research that shows teenagers 
have later circadian rhythms, which 
are internal 24-hour clocks, and 
produce melatonin, a sleep-aid 
chemical, later than adults and pre-
teens. Teenagers benefi t from going 
to sleep later and waking later.

However, there are other factors 
besides sleep the district considered 
when it comes to starting high 
school later. A later school start time 
affects bus routes, extracurricular 
activities, practices for athletics and 
performing arts, day care schedules, 
student jobs and more.

Two sides
TO THE STORY

Sleep deprivation is a problem not only with 
students locally but nationwide.

2/32/3
33%33%

of high school students get 
less than 7 hours of sleep.

of teenagers report falling 
asleep in school.

SOURCE: CLEAR CREEK ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Model 3 Model 4

Sch� l
VS. SLEEP

Over a month’s worth of 
meetings, parents and 
teachers examined fi ve 
different potential school 
start time models.

Current Model 1 Model 2
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WELCOME TO MODE 8

MODE 8 YOGA AND FITNESS

Increase flexibility, find balance and build muscle 
tone. Shake up your fitness journey 
with small group classes in Beginner Yoga, Flow 
Yoga, Hot Yoga and The MODE 8 Workout.

Each of our certified instructors has your best 
interest at heart, here to teach and challenge 
you every class, every day. 

$899 AnnualUnlimited class pass for CI Readers, child care
 included!

 (Savings of $301 off 
$1200 value!)

12012 Space Center Blvd. Suite 500,

Houston TX 77059 

832.224.4912 
mode8yoga.com

Sam
Housto

n To
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ay

Genoa Red Bluff Rd.

Space Center Blvd.

EVERY SUNDAY
YEAR ROUND
11:00am - 3:00pm
Baybrook Mall Parking Lot
(next to Sleep Number)

Shop for Unique 
Holiday Gifts 

& Stocking 
Stuff ers!

www.bayareafarmersmarkettexas.com

Bay Area
Farmers Market

Come by the market 
and enter to win a 

$100 SHOPPING 
SPREE!

Drawings are monthly!
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For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

the district will investigate how to 
improve its transportation depart-
ment. The district will also explore 

� exible scheduling for students who 
need it, investigate how homework is 
assigned districtwide, launch a family 

health campaign to promote well-bal-
anced living for students, and more.

Another challenge is practice sched-
ules for sports, band and other extra-
curricular activities would have to be 
altered if high school start times were 
pushed back signi� cantly. 

“The fact that high school gets out 
right now at 2:30 does lend itself well 
to athletics to be able to practice a� er 
school,” Ebell said.

If high school started later, practices 
might be switched to before school, 
which would defeat the purpose of 
starting school later, he said.

Shari Sweeny, the vice president of 
the Clear Lake Area Chamber of Com-
merce and a parent of a senior student 
at Clear Lake High School, said a� er-
school jobs are another concern.

“Many students must work a� er 
school, and an early end to their 
school day allows them several hours 
to work at their job. This could be the 
most important proponent for keeping 
the start time as it is,” she wrote in an 
email to Community Impact Newspa-
per.

Pushing high school start times 
back would likely require intermediate 
school start times to be pushed back as 
well. Resident Christine Parizo, whose 
oldest child is a seventh grader, said 

this would leave him with less time to 
unwind, do homework or participate in 
extracurricular activities.

Altering high school start times would 
have a domino e� ect on working par-
ents who use day care. If elementary 
school start times were pushed back to 
accommodate later start times for high 
schoolers, working parents might have 
to use early-morning child care, Parizo 
said.

“There’s multiple issues at play that, 
to do this right, have to be thoughtfully 
considered,” Ebell said.

However, advocates said overcoming 
these challenges is worth the bene� ts a 
later high school start time would pro-
vide. CCISD could even look to other 
districts that have successfully changed 
school start times and follow their 
example, advocates said.

“Shouldn’t schools’ priority be about 
student health, academics and safety?” 
Rabe said. “We need to � nd a solution.”

Despite their votes, board members 
agreed the issue is not over and start 
times could be changed later on.

“The conversation doesn’t stop here 
today,” board President Laura DuPont 
said.

Earlier

N

Houston ISDFort Bend 
ISD

Katy ISD

Alvin ISD

Clear 
Creek ISD

Pasadena 
ISD

610
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TOLL
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59

45

45

10 10

Friendswood 
ISD7:207:20

7:107:10

8:458:45

7:307:30
8:308:30

7:257:25 7:157:15

of U.S. public high schools 
start before 8 a.m.

43%43%

CCISD has one of the earliest high school start times in the state of 
Texas. Many other nearby districts start high school later.

SOURCE: START SCHOOL LATER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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to young couples to middle-aged par-
ents.

The live-aboard lifestyle requires 
frugality, minimalism and comfort in 
tight spaces, but those who can handle 
it said they � nd a lot of satisfaction in 
living in, working from and recreating 
on boat residences. None of the live-
aboards Community Impact Newspaper
spoke to has plans to return to living 
on land anytime soon.

“Watching the sunset while you’re 
on your � oating home, it’s hard to be 
frustrated,” Becca said.

 CONTINUED FROM 1
DAILY LIFE

For Arthur Tailleur, living aboard 
his 50-foot sailboat is a 30-year dream 
come true. 

The boater fell in love with the idea 
during a Toronto boat show in 1987. In 
2014, he � nally bought a boat in San 
Martin in the Caribbean Sea and took 
one month to sail it back to Galveston 
Bay to make it his permanent home.

Inside, Tailleur’s boat is similar to 
a small apartment. He gets electricity, 
air conditioning and heat through a 
power system he plugs into at his boat 
slip at Porto� no Harbour Marina in 

Clear Lake Shores. The boat includes a 
bedroom with a queen-sized bed and a 
kitchen Tailleur has repurposed in cer-
tain ways to be more accessible in the 
cramped quarters.

Tailleur lives alone, which doubles 
how much boat space is available to him. 
He converted one of his bedrooms into a 
pantry, giving him even more room, but 
he is still a minimalist. A� er deciding 
decades ago he had wanted to live on a 
boat full time, he disciplined himself by 
slowing getting rid of possessions every 
time he moved. By the time he was ready 
to buy his boat, Tailleur was living in a 

fully furnished apartment and owned 
no furniture, he said.

The Frontzes are minimalists as well. 
Aside from the boat, the couple does 
not own much. They have a vehicle to 
run errands and get to work and a small 
assortment of clothes and other neces-
sities, and that is about it. Becca even 
got rid of sentimental mementos before 
moving into the boat, knowing her 
memories of important events in her life 
are more important than the items she 
associated with them.

“I don’t even know what I got rid of 
anymore,” she said.

Here are some of the 
Bay Area residents who 
live aboard.

Floating
neighborhood

SOURCES: PORTOFINO HARBOUR MARINA,
WWW.SAILBOATDATA.COM, KEITH FRONTZ/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

10%
Costly maintenance
Live-aboards can expect to spend 
10% of a new boat’s cost on annual 
maintenance. This amount rises to 25% 
for boats 10 years or older.

Several boaters who dock 
at Portofi no Marina live 
aboard. The marina 
offers bathrooms, a 
laundromat and 
more.

Livable boats come with 
different features, layouts and 
lengths, from 40 feet to 55 feet.

02 

03 

01

01Alex Rodgers and Luke Escudé
Occupation: Telecommunications company owners

Time spent living aboard: Seven months

Boat: Liberty 458 Length: 45.8 feet Cost: $62,000 used

“I LIKE THE FACT THAT IT’S MY HOME. IT’S MINE.” 
—ALEX RODGERS

“THE WHOLE IDEA IS TO BE AS FRUGAL AS POSSIBLE.”
—ARTHUR TAILLEUR

02Occupation: Medical fi eld

Time spent living aboard: Five years

Boat: Beneteau 50 Length: 50.75 feet Cost: $100,000 used

Arthur Tailleur

03Occupation: Medical fi eld (Becca), software company owner (Keith)

Time spent living aboard: 19 months

Boat: Pearson 424 Length: 42.33 feet Cost: $23,000 used

Keith and Becca Frontz

“WATCHING THE SUNSET WHILE YOU’RE ON YOUR 
FLOATING HOME, IT’S HARD TO BE FRUSTRATED.”

—BECCA FRONTZ

Rodgers and Escudé, who 
own a telecommunications 
company, often work from 
laptops at the chart table in 
the middle of the boat.

The boat has a small 
kitchen with a sink, oven, 
stove and other cooking 
necessities. A microwave 
and fridge are nearby.

In the back of the boat, 
Rodgers and Escudé have a 

bathroom and a queen-
sized bed with storage 

space below.

Rodgers’ and 
Escudé’s boat, the 
Liberty 458, is 
one of 31 boats 
of its kind in 
the world.

Rodgers’ and 
Escudé’s boat, the 
Liberty 458, is 
one of 31 boats 
of its kind in 
the world.

PHOTOS BY JAKE MAGEE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

PHOTOS COURTESY LUKE ESCUDÉ
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HARBOUR 
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GALVESTON
BAY
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Keith lived aboard for two years in 
New Zealand before moving to Texas. 
It did not take much work to convince 
his adventurous wife to give the lifestyle 
a shot. They have been living on their 
42-foot sailboat since May 2018. 

In addition to kitchens and bedrooms, 
live-aboard boats have bathrooms, 
including showers. Keith and Becca 
use theirs, but Tailleur prefers to bathe 
at the marina’s clubhouse. Showering 
aboard makes the boat humid and emp-
ties its water tanks faster. The clubhouse 
includes a laundromat live-aboards use 
to wash and dry their clothes.

Spaces are tight, but some live-aboards 
house pets and even children. New live-
aboards Alex Rodgers and Luke Escudé, 
who moved onto their boat in May, 
have a cat that spends time aboard and 
roams the marina 
outside. Tailleur and 
the Frontzes do not 
have children living 
aboard but know 
other sailors who 
have raised well-ad-
justed children on 
boats, they said.

A common theme 
among live-aboards is the money saved 
with their chosen lifestyle. They pay 
about $450 a month to rent boat slips at 
the marina, and their electricity bills are 
comparable or even cheaper than living 
in an apartment, they said.

“You get an ocean view for about half 
the price,” Keith said.

However, the money they save they 
pour back into maintaining their boats, 
which is constant work. The Frontzes 
spent $28,000 buying their boat but 
have spent at least $40,000 maintaining 
and � xing it, they said. Tailleur said it 
helps to be handy.

“I do pretty much everything myself. 
Otherwise it gets really expensive,” he 
said. “The whole idea is to be as frugal 
as possible.”

Rodgers and Escudé agreed.
“We’ve learned plumbing and elec-

tricity and all sort of interesting skills we 
never thought we’d have,” Escudé said.

WORK AND PLAY

Despite being only 25, Rodgers and 
Escudé own a Dallas-based telecommu-
nications company and use the marina’s 
wireless internet to operate the business 
from the comfort of their boat. The cou-
ple is from Dallas, but they grew tired 
of the hustle and bustle of the big city 
and opted for a quieter life aboard. Still, 
the couple travels once a month back to 
Dallas to meet with their employees and 
drop in on friends and family.

Tailleur and the Frontzes also mostly 

work from home. Tailleur, who works in 
the medical � eld, uses large suspended 
monitors to do computer work from his 
center table, and Becca, also in the med-
ical � eld, has to go to the Texas Medical 
Center a couple times a week for meet-
ings but otherwise works from home. 
Keith runs his own so� ware company 
but spends a lot of his time during the 
week working on never-ending boat 
projects, he said.

When it comes to work, living on a 
boat reduces stress. Coming back from 
a hard day at the o�  ce to your home on 
the water is relaxing, Becca said.

“You come back here and all just 
kinda washes o�  ya,” Keith said.

One of the major advantages of liv-
ing on a boat is access to a weekend 
away at a moment’s notice, no pack-

ing required, live-
aboards said.

Keith and Becca 
regularly sail away 
overnight, o� en-
times taking friends 
with them. Tailleur 
is part of a sailing 
group that regularly 
hosts social events. 

He will invite co-workers aboard and 
sail into the bay to watch the Kemah 
Boardwalk � reworks from the water.

Rodgers and Escudé’s boat is not yet 
fully seaworthy, but the two look for-
ward to sailing around the Bahamas 
and other destinations before eventu-
ally ending up on the east coast. In the 
meantime, they still get a kick out of 
the social interactions they have with 
other boaters. Live-aboards said the 
marina feels like a more closely knit-
ted community than actual neighbor-
hoods.

“It’s more social,” Escudé said. “The 
sailing community is super friendly 
and helpful.” 

Rodgers agreed, noting that having 
an apartment in Dallas was just a place 
to stay.

“Here, you actually mingle with 
friends,” he said of the marina. “We go 
to their boats, and they go to ours.”

The live-aboard life is not for every-
one. There is not much room for pos-
sessions or even people. Boats require 
a lot of work and money to maintain. 
Still, Keith encouraged those who have 
thought about it to look into the life-
style more.

“For those that are considering 
doing it, give it a try,” he said. “I think 
you can learn a lot about what makes 
you happy in life.”

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

“FOR THOSE THAT ARE 
CONSIDERING DOING IT, 
GIVE IT A TRY. I THINK YOU 
CAN LEARN A LOT ABOUT 
WHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY 
IN LIFE.”

—KEITH FRONTZ ON LIVING ABOARD
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3 bedroom / 2 bath    1,295  sq. ft.       $199,900
Ana Cantu
Jla Realty 832-643-0189

3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,892 sq. ft.           $212,900
Mark Dimas
Mark Dimas Team 832-285-1101

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Meadowgreen is a neighborhood in Clear Lake 
that features mostly midsized homes. This is a well-
established community that continues to attract 
interest from buyers looking in the Houston area. 
The neighborhood is close to restaurants, schools 
and other amenities.

Build-out year: 1978-88

Median square footage: 1,992

HOA dues (estimated): varies

Amenities: Restaurants, schools, 
entertainment venues, shopping districts

Schools: Clear Lake City Elementary School, 
Clear Lake Intermediate School, Clear Lake 
High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Houston  0.59
Harris County  0.42
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.01
Harris Count Flood Control District 0.03
Harris County Hospital District  0.17
Clear Creek ISD  1.40
Port of Houston Authority  0.01
Clear Lake City Water Authority  0.27
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.90

$190,564

MEADOWGREEN, 77062

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$121$5,526 30

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 11/1/19

9 1

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

3-4 bedroom / 2 bath       2,071 sq. ft.       $249,900
Mike Canary
RE/MAX Space Center-Clear Lake 281-488-1212

3-4 bedroom / 2 bath     1,954  sq. ft.        $243,000
Sherry Gary
Gary Properties 281-998-4663

15134 Farndale Drive

918 Halewood Drive

731 Lochnell Drive

114 Heathgate Drive

REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD  (OCTOBER 2019)

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$149,999 or less 15/47 5/53 19/36 5/52 40/38

$150,000-$199,999 2/12 - 7/38 1/5 20/27

$200,000-$299,999 8/17 5/95 29/36 4/61 54/43

$300,000-$399,999 - 10/25 3/60 4/63 39/46

$400,000-$499,999 1/129 6/132 1/4 - 13/65

$500,000-$599,999 1/26 5/164 - 2/131 1/236

$600,000-$799,999 1/26 3/63 - 2/74 -

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - 1/0

$1 million + - - - - -

MARKET DATA

77565

77573

77059

77062

N

77058

45

225

146

518

Price 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN OCTOBER  2018 VS.  2019

+11.2%

-3.72%

+9.18%
+2.27%+8.51%

Neighborhood data provided by Debra Blenderman • debrab@garygreene.com
Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene - Bay Area • 281-486-1900 



THE TASTE
that keeps people 

coming back 
again and again!

$5 OFF $35+ 
PURCHASE

Dine-In only. 
One coupon per table

Expires 1/31/20

$3 OFF $25 
PURCHASE

Dine-in, Pickup or Delivery. 
One coupon per table

Expires 1/31/20

$4 OFF $30 
PURCHASE

Dine-In, Pickup or Delivery. 
One coupon per table

Expires 1/31/20

$2 OFF ANY 
DESSERT

Dine-In Only. 
One coupon per table

Expires 1/31/20

Best Sunday Brunch in 
Clear Lake! 
11 am - 3 pm

Enjoy a Superb Collection of all Your Favorites, 
Dessert Selections & Omelette Station

Adults $15.95 | Kids 12 & Under $6.95

BAY
AREA

BLVD
.

45
3

400 W. BAY AREA BLVD.
WEBSTER, TX 77598
www.angelospizza-pasta.com

We Have Great Specials Every Day!

281.332.2404

DEALS THIS MONTH

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
Transpro Transmissions .............................. 31

DINING
Angelo’s Pizza & Pasta ............................... 29

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 31

Opus Ocean Grille ..................................... 30

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Crazy J Frozen Margarita Rentals ................ 30

Sea Lark Chiropractic ................................. 30

Vern Insurance Group ................................ 31

RETAIL
Bricks & Minifi gs ........................................ 30

Unique Jewels ............................................ 30



You host the PARTY, 
we bring the fun!

CALL 281-731-5225 
TO SCHEDULE 
HOLIDAY RENTALS

$25 OFF FIRST 
RENTAL

Exp: 12/31/19

*Alcohol not included and 
must be provided by customer

BUY SELL TRADE
YOUR ONE-STOP 

LEGO® RESALE STORE… 
AND PARTY PLACE!

We buy, sell and trade 
all things LEGO®. 

11200 Broadway Street, Suite 710 
Pearland, Texas 77584 
Located in Pearland Town Center

bricksandminifi gs.com
(281) 741-0279

PARTY ROOM 

NOW OPEN!

BROADWAY ST.

K
IR

B
Y
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R

.

288

N

COME PLAY WITH US!
LEGO® THEMED PARTIES

400 W. Bay Area Blvd. #C, Webster

(281) 332-6552  |  uniquejewelshouston.com

D R E A M  B I G
T H I S  H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N

Unique jewels 
& diamonds. 
Find it all with us.

In-stock and available for 
next day appointment

Price match or better 
quality diamond guaranteed!

&16626 Sea Lark Rd. • www.sealarkchiro.com • (281) 488-0111

Not valid for Medicare or Medicaid

*Offer expires 12/31/19.

Call for an Appointment Today!
Check us out on Facebook @sealarkchiropractic

$97 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
includes Consultation, Exam, 1st Adjustment 
INTRODUCTORY 60-MINUTE MASSAGE FOR $45

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30



281-332-5405
680 East Nasa Parkway • Webster
FREE towing with major repairs! 

From monster trucks to 
classic cars, we do it all. 

$100 off
 Any service of $400 or more*

*Coupon may not be combined with other offers, discounts or special pricing. Must be presented at vehicle 
drop-off. Limit one coupon per vehicle.Valid on most vehicles, but certain exclusions may apply. C1119

Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella

We Sell Flood Insurance!

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Offi ce & Save Today! Se habla español.

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, 

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
1705-B Fry Road

KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd

SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 01.31.2020. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

eddy’s locations.

Buy a Freddy’s $25 gift card 
and you’ll get a FREE bottle of 
Freddy’s Famous Fry Sauce® or 
Freddy’s Famous Steakburger
& Fry Seasoning.®

Tis the Season for

WALLISVILLE
6125 E Sam Houston Pkwy N6125 E Sam Houston Pkwy N

Bay Area edition • December 2019 31



BAY AREA EDITION

OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in Clear Lake

832.783.1190
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-clearlake

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced 
treatments, our leading cancer care is available in 
Clear Lake. We offer personalized guidance and support, 
so you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Clear Lake
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NASA ROAD 1

NASA PKWY.
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HOUSTON METHODIST 
CENTER CENTER

45
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