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Statute limits ability to regulate development

Friendswood reacts to new 
development requirements
BY HALEY MORRISON

Pearland opens fire station, improves response times 

The city of Pearland has had to contend with a rapidly 
growing population as well as a limited budget, while 
still needing to maintain a fi re department capable of 
responding to emergencies quickly. To achieve this, the 
Pearland Fire Department has transformed from a vol-
unteer department to a fully staff ed and growing depart-
ment over the course of 12 years, and the city is still pre-
paring for more changes.

At its meeting on Oct. 14, Pearland City Council 
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The bill affects commercial and residential development 
that received a permit with the city after Sept. 1. One of 
the things the bill does not affect is areas with a historic or 
cultural designation.

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

2439House Bill
House Bill 2439 prevents cities from putting restrictions 
on developers tighter than national codes.

Learning about
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   windows 

This can affect city rules on: 

approved a design contract for a new Fire Station 4 off   
Cullen Parkway and accepted a federal grant that will 
assist in staffi  ng costs for the fi re department in the 
upcoming year.

Both of these are the most recent council decisions in a 
long-term plan to support the Pearland Fire Department 
as it looks to improve response times and station accom-
modations for full-time fi refi ghters.

“The city’s done two things for us,” said Mark Campise, 
assistant chief of administration and training. “It has

SOURCE: CITY OF PEARLAND/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

FIRE STATION

STATS
ambulance1

dorm rooms8

people 
per shift6

to build
$5.5M

1fi re 
engine

staff shifts 
that rotate out 
every two days3

In areas such as downtown Friendswood, cities may 
determine they want the buildings to be unique and 
therefore pass ordinances to require a certain design.

However, House Bill 2439, which stipulates that cities 
cannot require development codes beyond the national 
codes for all new development in the city, changed that 
ability when it passed in September.

Brett Banfi eld, the president of the Friends of Down-
town Friendswood Association, said he is concerned 
about how this will aff ect the development of the city’s

City receives federal grant to hire firefighters as it seeks to address community safety

Pearland’s Fire Station 
1 opened in September. 
Here are some facts 
about the new station. 

ladder 
truck1



AT LONE STAR VEIN CENTER, 
WE KNOW VEINS!

With thousands of minimally invasive 
outpatient procedures performed, we have 
a treatment plan that is right for you.

Lone Star Vein Center
Peter B. Morgan, MD
Board Certified General and Vascular Surgeon 
Over 26 years of surgical experience

DO YOU SUFFER FROM LEG PAIN? 
SWELLING? VARICOSE VEINS? 

NEW LOCATION:
1920 Country Place Parkway, Suite 110
Pearland, TX 77584
281-991-8346
www.lonestarveincenter.com
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Meridiana Pkwy.CR56

HOMES READY FOR MOVE-IN!

— From the $200s —

GREAT
BUILDERS6 

What could be more fun than choosing your dream home 

just in time for the Holidays. Sierra Vista, located in Iowa 

Colony, has 6 great builders with homes ready for move 

in or nearing completion. Stop by any of the builder 

model homes, open 7 days a week, to discover the 

perfect floor plan and homesite for you and your family. 

*  Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.

Westin

D.R. Horton

Anglia CastleRock

Meritage

HistoryMaker

SierraVistaHouston.com 
Hwy 288 at Meridiana Pkwy

FOR THEHomesHomesHomes
Holidays
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
TAKES LEADING
MEDICINE.

713.790.2700
houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer

Baytown

Willowbrook

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

West Houston-Katy

Texas Medical Center

Our nationally recognized 
specialists are fi nding new ways 
to outsmart cancer. 
From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced 
treatments, our leading cancer care is available at seven 
locations across Greater Houston with personalized 
guidance and support, so you can focus on healing,
surviving and thriving.
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Change Your Life.

Register for Spring 2020!
Classes begin January 13.
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Send it 
to plffeedback@communityimpact.com.
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It’s that time of year—time to count our 
blessings and share our gratitude with all 
those who make our lives so full. I would 
be remiss if I didn’t thank you for reading 
our newspaper every month and sharing 
your feedback with us. We never tire of 
hearing from our readers.

We bring you one of my favorite guides, 
our Holiday Guide! The busy season has 
started so we hope you fi nd it useful as 
you make plans this holiday season. 

You may or may not have heard about 
the passage of House Bill 2439 which was 
put in place to give developers more free-
doms. However, this can make it harder 

for cities to regulate development. We 
take a look at the bill and how it aff ects 
Friendswood’s downtown (See Page 30).

One of the many reasons our towns 
are great is our fi rst responders. We have 
reported on how both cities have taken 
initiatives for improving response times 
and ensuring the city has what it needs 
when it comes to manpower and equip-
ment. This month, we look at Pearland’s 
investments in safety (See Page 28).

We hope you enjoy your time with your 
friends or family this Thanksgiving. I’ve 
got my stretchy pants ready and I hope 
you do too.

This Thanksgiving, we are grateful for you.

With the Nov. 5 election behind us, the next elec-
tion to watch is the primary on March 2. The candi-
dates who win in the primary elections will run in 
the November race.

One of the seats up for election aff ecting Pearland 
residents is Texas’ 22nd Congressional District, a seat 
that has been held by Pete Olson since 2008.  Olson 
has announced he will not be seeking re-election.

Candidate fi ling for the election opened Nov. 
11. Already, a few Pearland and Brazoria County 
residents have announced plans to throw their hats 
in the ring, and the list of candidates for the race 
is growing. Candidate fi ling closes Dec. 9. The last 
day to register to vote in the primary is Feb. 3. Early 
voting will begin Feb. 18 and end Feb. 28.

The fi rst day to apply for a ballot by mail is Jan.1, 
and applications for mail ballots must be received by 
Feb. 21.

What should I know about the primaries?

Correction: 

Volume 5, Issue 11

Cover story, Page 20

The city of Friendswood did not 
adopt the rollback tax rate in FY 
2019-20.
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All  
 better.

From headaches and sore throats to x-rays, lab work, and everything in 
between, get the care you need quick and easy at Next Level Urgent Care.

Pearland 
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

8325 Broadway, Ste 220
Pearland, TX 77581

nextlevelurgentcare.com
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COMING SOON

  9  Nature Green Leaf CBD is planned to 
open Nov. 18 at 12568 Broadway St., Ste. 
120, Pearland. The business will sell CBD 
products and offer education and consul-
tation. Owner Charles Ojevwe has over 15 
years of experience as a clinical pharmacist. 

10 Family and Aesthetics Medical Center
plans to have its grand opening Nov. 23 
and plans to see patients Nov. 25. The 
medical center is located at 12568 Broad-
way St., Ste. 160, Pearland, and owned by 
Dr. Tuere Coulter. The center offers family 
practice care. 

 11 ThisFitFuel plans to open a location 
in Pearland by the end of November. This 
restaurant offers healthy meals that can 
also be ordered online in bulk. It will be 

NOW OPEN

  1  Dollar General celebrated its grand 
opening Nov. 9 at 7455 Bailey Road, 
Pearland, after opening the new location 
in early November. The business sells food, 
housewares, seasonal items, cleaning sup-
plies and beauty products. 281-721-9690. 
www.dollargeneral.com 

  2  Bricks and MiniFigs opened at 11200 
Broadway St., Ste. 710, on Oct. 26. The 
business buys, sells and trades Legos. 
Customers can buy Lego bricks in bulk, 
completed models and minifi gurines, 
including pieces that are retired and no 
longer available. The business also offers 
Lego-themed parties. Bricks and MiniFigs 
is located in the Pearland Town Center. 
281-741-0279. www.bricksandminifi gs.com 

  3   Locally owned Lash Divaz Studio held 
its grand opening at 3710 E. Broadway St., 

Pearland, on Oct. 19. The business offers 
eyelash extensions, eyebrow waxing and 
eyebrow perms. The business plans to also 
offer facials and permanent makeup. 
713-489-5847. www.lashdivaz.com 

  4  Houston Medical Imaging held a 
grand opening for its Pearland location 
in September. Located at 3322 E. Walnut 
St., Ste. 105-106, the doctor’s offi ce offers 
MRIs, CT scans, ultrasounds and X-rays. 
281-630-1516. www.hmixray.com 

  5  Behavioral Innovations opened a 
center for Applied Behavior Analysis ther-
apy for children on the autism spectrum in 
Friendswood. The center, located at 105 E. 
Shadowbend Drive, Friendswood, opened 
on Sept. 30. Behavioral Innovations stress-
es play-based learning to help reach devel-
opmental goals. This is the 32nd location 
for the clinic, which has locations in Texas 
and Oklahoma. 855-782-7822. 

www.behavioral-innovations.com 

  6  Expedia CruiseShipCenters opened 
Oct. 6 at 11401 Broadway St., Pearland. 
The travel agency specializes in cruises 
and arranges everything for all travel. The 
international franchise is headquartered in 
Vancouver. 281-845-6794. 
www.cruiseshipcenter.com/TheoNobel

  7  Mod Pizza opened in early October 
at 1765 S. Friendswood Drive, Ste. 500, 
Friendswood, in Virgata Commons. The 
chain pizza shop allows customers to create 
their own pizza alongside other menu 
items. The business also partners with Best 
Buddies. 346-271-8416. 
www.modpizza.com 

  8  Lone Star Vein Center opened in late 
September at 1920 Country Place Parkway, 
Ste. 110, Pearland. The business treats var-
icose veins as well as vein swelling, cramps 
and ulcers. 281-991-8346. 

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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located at 1130 Broadway St., Ste. 114, 
Pearland. 281-898-8886. 
www.thisfi tfuel.com

 12 Camp Bow Wow plans to open a 
Pearland location in December or January. 
The business will be located at 2849 Old 
Chocolate Bayou Road. The 10,000-square-
foot doggie day care facility will offer over-
night boarding, grooming and training. 
844-358-6463. www.campbowwow.com/
Pearland 

Lu’s Barber Shop is opening at  13A 
2470 Pearland Parkway, Pearland, and at 
13B  1765 S. Friendswood Drive, Ste. 111, 
Friendswood, in December. The business 
is a classic barber shop with grooming ser-
vices for men and boys. The shop provides 
haircuts, beard trims, treatments, hot lath-
er shaves, and men’s facials. The business 
has a 1960s setting with vintage barber 
chairs. www.LusBarberShop.com 

 14 Blue Wave Express Car Wash is com-
ing to 300 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood, 
in early 2020. The business offers car wash-
es with biodegradable cleansers. 
877-503-0008. www.bluewaveexpress.com 

 15 Ivy Kids of Manvel is opening in 
Pomona at 4434 CR 94, Manvel, in Febru-
ary 2020. The early education and child 
care facility offers programs for children 
ages 6-12 years old and is pre-enrolling 
children. The center is also hiring faculty. 
713-489-0322. www.ivykidsmanvel.com 

RELOCATIONS

 16 Pearland Sweet Tooth moved to its 
new location at 11710 Broadway St., Ste. 
118, Pearland, on Oct. 12. The bakery sells 
desserts, including cakes, cobblers, maca-
rons and edible cookie dough. The bakery 
was previously located at 3695 Kirby Drive, 
Ste. 121, Pearland. 832-606-1206. 
www.pearlandsweettooth.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 17 Cira’s Pizza celebrates one year of 
business in November. Located at 15825 
Hope Village Road, Friendswood, the 
restaurant serves pizza, including quesadil-
la-inspired calzones. 832-569-5138. 
www.ciraspizza.com 

 18  Family-owned Fire Stone Pizza Bar
opened in Pearland one year ago in Octo-
ber. Located at 11625 Broadway St., Ste. 
195, the restaurant serves wood-fi red piz-
zas, pasta, soup and salads. It also features 
a full bar with craft beer, wine and liquor. 
832-850-6677. www.fi restonepizzabar.com 

 19  Houston-based Idea Lab Kids opened 
a campus in Pearland one year ago in 
September. The franchise, located at 11710 
Broadway St., Ste. 124, offers a science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math 
curriculum in after-school programs, and 
offers birthday parties and workshops on 
the weekends. 832-295-0796. 
www.pearland.idealabkids.com

EXPANSIONS

 20 Between Us Tea Room opened a wine 
lounge in October at 802 S. Friendswood 
Drive, Ste. 112, Friendswood. The wine 
lounge opened in the space next door. 
281-612-2048. www.facebook.com/Be-
tweenUsTeaRoom/

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Preschoolers from The Goddard School 
locations at  21A  1650 Friendswood Lakes 
Blvd., Friendswood;  21B  2920 Province 
VIllage Drive, Pearland; and  21C  2151 
Kingsley Drive, Pearland, all participated in 
the Greater Houston-area Goddard Cares 
clothing drive. The three schools collected 
40 of the 200 total boxes of toys, clothing 
and other goods, and contributed about 
1,100 of the total of 10,450 items collected. 
www.goddardschool.com

CLOSINGS

 22 Nena’s Boutique announced it was 
closing its storefront Oct. 15 with a closing 
sale at the end of the month. The business 
will move to online shopping with shows 
and markets on weekends. The business 
was located at 802 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Ste. 104, Friendswood. 
www.shopnenasboutique.com
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 COMPILED BY HALEY MORRISON 
AND MORGAN SLUTZKY

News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—COMING SOON

Seabrook Waffl e Company is opening in Pearland in early December. The business 
will be located at 2740 E. Broadway St., Pearland. This is the second location for the 
business, which started in Seabrook. The restaurant serves waffl es made with dough 
instead of batter with assorted toppings. The restaurant also offers a coffee bar. 
www.seabrookwaffl ecompany.com
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TO-DO LIST
HOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAY

GUIDEGUIDE
‘Tis the season to celebrate 
cooler weather, enjoy holiday 
breaks and spend time with 
family. The Pearland and 
Friendswood area has plenty 
of events and activities to 
explore this winter.

  1   DELORES FENWICK NATURE CENTER
Nov. 20-22:Bring the little ones to 
the Delores Fenwick Nature Center for 
some free Thanksgiving-themed pro-
gramming. To celebrate the holiday 
season, the center will host programs 
the week before Thanksgiving for 
Nature Nesters, for children age 4 
and below, and Fenwick Fledglings, 
for children age 5 and up. Programs 
are titled Mudd Pies, Gobble ‘Til You 
Wobble, and Fancy Feast. 10-11 a.m. 
(Nature Nesters), 4-5 p.m. (Fenwick 
Fledglings). Free. 

5750 Magnolia Parkway, Pearland
281-652-1960
www.pearlandtx.gov/departments/
parks-recreation/facilities/delores-
fenwick-nature-center

  2   BLUE SANTA SHOOTOUT 2019
Nov. 23: Join Friendswood Parks 
& Recreation for the Blue Santa 
Shootout Adult Softball Tournament. 
The event will benefi t the Blue Santa 
Toy Drive, providing toys for families in 
need. There will be coed and men’s D 
divisions, as well as a home run derby. 
First-, second- and third-place winners 
will be awarded prizes, with fi rst place 
receiving a $100 gift card. Each partic-
ipating team must bring one new toy 
per person, or one bicycle per team. 
Teams must be registered by Nov. 19. 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. $2 (for spectators), $10 
(for home-run derby participants), 
$25 (per team).

2910 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood
281-996-3228
www.facebook.com/
events/651714288672965/

  3   HERITAGE GARDENS CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR
Nov. 23-24: This year, Heritage 
Gardeners’ Christmas Home Tour 
will feature the homes of Mayor Mike 
Foreman and former Mayor Kim 
Brizendine. The tours feature homes 
with notable architecture, fun decor, 
landscaped outdoor entertainment 
areas, and creative Christmas displays. 
Tickets can be purchased at the Marie 
Workman Garden Center on the day of 
or bought in advance at the Friend-
swood Chamber of Commerce. The 

Garden Center will also host a Santa’s 
Sweet Shoppe bake sale and Holiday 
Bazaar. 1-5 p.m. $15.

112 W. Spreading Oaks, Friendswood. 
http://heritagegardener.org/
christmas_bazaar

  4   2019 PEARLAND TURKEY TROT
Nov. 28: Celebrate Thanksgiving by 
going on a run with family members 
at the second annual Pearland Turkey 
Trot. Options including a 6-, 4-, and 
1-mile course, as well as a Tiny Tots 
Kids K. Those who fi nish the two 
longest courses will receive a medal. 
There will be a post-race meal for par-
ticipants sponsored by Pearland busi-
nesses as well as a Thanksgiving party. 
7:30 a.m. $15-$40 (early registration), 
$20-$45 (after Nov. 13).

Pearland Stadium, 3775 S. Main St., 
Pearland. 
www.pearlandturkeytrot.com

  5   THANKSGIVING CENTERPIECE WITH 
COLDWATER CREEK
Nov. 26:Learn to make the perfect 
Thanksgiving centerpiece with Cold-
water Creek Friendswood with a night 
of fl ower arrangements, which will 
include step-by-step instruction. At-
tendees can bring their fl owers home 
at the end of the night. 6-9 p.m. $65. 

500 Baybrook Mall, Friendswood. 
www.facebook.com/
events/441943909917921/ 

  6   PAINTING WITH A TWIST
Nov. 29: Painting with a Twist will offer 
two hour-long classes from November 
to December with topics ranging from 
an holiday wreath, a set of snowmen, 
winter gnomes, reindeer and more. 
Classes are offered for three age levels: 
18 and up, where attendees are wel-
come to bring their own beverages; 13 
and up; and 6 and up. Check the Paint-
ing with a Twist website and calendar 
for more details regarding the dates 
and times of the classes. $27-$37.

607 S. Friendswood Drive, Ste. 18, 
Friendswood

832-569-2339
www.paintingwithatwist.com/studio/
friendswood

  7   PEARLAND TOWN CENTER TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY
Nov. 30: Start the Christmas season 
off right by attending the Pearland 
Town Center’s Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony. The ceremony will be 
accompanied by a short fi reworks 
display and a party for the whole 
family. Enjoy the light-up dance fl oor 
and other fun, kid-friendly activities. 
6-9 p.m. Free.

Pearland Town Center, 11200 Broadway 
St., Ste. 2751, Pearland
www.facebook.com/events/pearland-
town-center/tree-lighting-
ceremony-pearland-town-
center/2313951368682522/ 

  8   FLAPJACK FUN RUN
Dec. 7: The city of Friendswood Parks 
and Recreation Department is hosting 
its fi fth annual Flapjack Fun Run. The 
run consists of a 5K where the male 
and female winners will receive a 
free year of Whataburger. The race is 
named after Whataburger breakfasts. 
There will also be a postrace break-
fast served to the 200-400 expected 
participants. All money raised goes to 
improving Friendswood parks. 8-11 
a.m. $15-$35.

Stevenson Park, 
1100 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood
parks.friendswood.com 

  9   HOLIDAY SHOWCASE
Dec. 7: Pearland Market Days in 
holding its second annual Holiday 
Showcase at the Pearland Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Hall. Patrons can enjoy 
dozens of local vendors. There will also 
be live music and food trucks at the 
event. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

4202 W. Walnut St., Pearland
www.facebook.com/
events/1953724124697437/
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MEET AND TAKE 
PICTURES WITH SANTA

Dec. 14: Santa in the Park
1100 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood • 3-8 p.m.
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Nov. 30: Tree Lighting Ceremony
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Until Dec. 24: Baybrook Mall
500 Baybrook Mall, Friendswood
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

N

45

BAY AREA BLVD.

Until Dec. 24: Bass Pro Shops 
1000 Bass Pro Drive, Pearland
10 a.m.-8 p.m.

288
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Dec. 7: B.I.G. Love’s Santa Dash 
11200 Broadway St., Pearland 
6:30-7 a.m.

N

BROADWAY ST.
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FAMILY MAN

PROVEN 
BUSINESS 
LEADER 

FOCUSED ON 
THE FUTURE

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR BY THE ALEX KAMKAR CAMPAIGN, TREASURER: JEFF BARRY

FOR PEARLAND CITY COUNCIL
POSITION 3 IN MAY 2020

WWW.ALEXKAMKAR.COM

ONE CITY

ONE VISION

 10  PEARLAND HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS 
PARADE
Dec. 7: Celebrate the season and 
Pearland’s 38th Hometown Christmas 
parade, this year with a “Toy-land” 
theme. Residents are invited to park 
in shopping center parking lots along 
the route and watch the decorated 
parade fl oats as they go through town. 
Businesses, nonprofi t organizations, 
families, individuals and civic groups 
are invited to have a fl oat in the pa-
rade. Floats will be approved based on 
creativity, use of theme and entertain-
ment value. 6 p.m. Free. $25 (entry 
fee), $50 (refundable deposit).

www.pearlandtx.gov/departments/
parks-recreation/special-events/
christmas-parade 

 11  B.I.G. LOVE’S SANTA DASH
Dec. 7: Join B.I.G Love for its 2019 
Santa Dash and Run for a Good Claus. 
B.I.G. Love is a nonprofi t organization 
that provides basic necessities and 
personalized care to kids with cancer 
and their families. Participants are 
encouraged to wear festive holiday 
gear such as Santa hats, ugly sweaters 
and elf hats while they run. There will 
be a 5K and 10K race as well as three 
kids course options. All participants 

will receive a shirt, medal and bib, and 
the top three male and female fi nishers 
of the 10K, 5K, kids mile and kids 
dash will all be given a trophy. Online 
registration closes Nov. 30. 7-11 a.m. 
$20-$40. 

Pearland Town Center Pavilion, 11200 
Broadway St., Pearland
 https://biglovecancercare.org/
santa-dash.html 

 12  A CHRISTMAS NIGHT OF HOPE
Dec. 14: Project Clothe a Child, an 
organization dedicated to support-
ing orphan children and others from 
low-income families, is hosting its 
second Christmas Night of Hope gala. 
The night will include entertainment, 
dancing and giveaways. The nonprofi t 
hopes to surpass $12,000, or the 
amount raised last year, for the cause. 
6 p.m. $75.

722 Bonaventure Way, Sugar Land
www.fl ipcause.com/secure/cause_
pdetails/NTIwMzE=

 13  FRIENDSWOOD’S SANTA IN THE PARK
Dec. 14th: This year will mark the 
12th annual Santa in the Park, an 
opportunity for families to enjoy 

Pearland - Friendswood edition • November 2019 9

amusement rides, face painting, live 
music and entertainment as well as 
food and craft vendors. There will also 
be 40,000 pounds of snow. The event 
includes the Friendswood Chamber 
of Commerce parade from 6-7 p.m. 
and fi nishes with the lighting of a 
20-foot Christmas tree and fi reworks 
display. 3-8 p.m. Free (entry), $10 (ride 
wristband).

 Stevenson Park, 
1100 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood
281-996-3220 
www.facebook.com/
events/2193782390731865/ 

 14  LAST CHANCE HOLIDAY MARKET
Dec. 19-22: Come by the Pearland 
Town Center and browse through 
the Last Chance Christmas Market, 
the perfect place to buy last-minute 
holiday gifts. Organized in conjunction 
with Pearland Markets, the Christmas 
market will have dozens of vendors 
and several food trucks available. 
Times vary day to day. Free. 

Pearland Town Center Pavilion, 
11200 Broadway St., Pearland
www.facebook.com/
events/1225846440948480/
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Nov. 28: 32nd Annual Uptown 
Houston Holiday Lighting
Three hundred 20-foot tall holiday 
trees will be lit at this free event that 
features music, holiday conces-
sions, and a chance to meet Santa. 
The night will end with a fi reworks 
display. The event will happen in 
between Westheimer Road and San 
Felipe Street. 4-7 p.m.

713-621-2011
www.uptown-houston.com/
news/page/holiday-lighting

Nov. 30: Reliant Light 
Mayor’s Holiday Spectacular
Kick off the season with a free, fami-
ly friendly event with live music and 
a tree lighting. Chloe x Halle will be 
headlining. 5-8 p.m.

Hermann Square, 900 Bagby St., 
Houston
832-393-0868
www.houstontx.gov/
mayorsholiday

Dec. 14: Heights 
Mercantile Holiday Market
Shoppers can fi nd the perfect 
Christmas gift at this kid- and 
pet-friendly shopping event. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

714 Yale St., Houston
713-783-4444
www.heightsmercantile.com/
events/2019/12/14/heights-
mercantile-holiday-market

While Pearland and 
Friendswood offer plenty of 
holiday events, here are a few 
more family-friendly events 
in the Greater Houston area.
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www.heightsmercantile.com/
events/2019/12/14/heights-
mercantile-holiday-market

Mercantile Holiday Market
Shoppers can fi nd the perfect 
Christmas gift at this kid- and 
pet-friendly shopping event. 

714 Yale St., Houston



Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

Giving patients an accurate diagnosis means giving them the right treatment plan and the best hope 
of beating cancer, from the start. At MD Anderson Cancer Center, our world-renowned 

pathologists correct a new patient’s initial diagnosis from another hospital up to 25 percent of the time.
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Dr. Lavinia Middleton  |  Cancer Physician

“I’m an expert at finding you, cancer”

LEAGUE CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS   |   WEST HOUSTON

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10



Richard Lambert
832-243-4180

12234 Shadow Creek Pkwy 
Building 4 Suite 100
Pearland, TX 77584

www.edwardjones.com/richard-lambert
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  1   Pearland Parkway traffi c circle

The traffi c circle on Pearland Parkway is in 
the design phase with bidding projected to 
start in January 2020. The circle will replace 
the roundabout on Pearland Parkway and 
accommodate future growth and safety, 
Pearland offi cials said.

Timeline: March 2020-March 2022

Cost: $3.27 million

Funding source: city of Pearland 2019 
bond

  2   Smith Ranch Road widening

The Smith Ranch Road widening project 
will be changing the road from a two-lane 
asphalt road to a four-lane concrete road. 
Changes are intended to improve the 
mobility of the existing roadway in order to 
accommodate anticipated traffi c growth, 
according to Pearland’s website.

Timeline: September 2020-June 2021

Cost: $4.75 million

Funding sources: Houston-Galveston 
Area Council, Texas Department of Trans-
portation

  3   Bailey Road expansion

Brazoria County will be continuing its 
expansion of Bailey Road with the section 

FUTURE PROJECTS

from Veterans Drive to Hwy. 35. The road 
will be widened from a two-lane asphalt 
road to a four-lane concrete road and 
include drainage improvements and a new 
railroad crossing.

Timeline: October 2021-October 2023

Cost: $18 million

Funding sources: Federally funded Trans-

COMPILED BY MORGAN SLUTZKYTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

portation Improvement Program, Brazoria 
County

  4   Friendswood Lakes Boulevard 
construction

The city and Galveston County are 95% 
fi nished designing the Friendswood Lakes 
Boulevard project from two to four lanes 
before West Boulevard in League City.

All information on this page was updated as of 
10/29/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

Timeline: TBD

Cost: $5.5 million

Funding sources: city of Friendswood, 
developers, Galveston County
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Federal law sets various requirements 
in regard to train and railroad oper-
ations in Texas, including how often 
and when trains have to blow their 
horns. For example, train operators 
are required to sound horns at least 
20 seconds before they approach a 
public road crossing, according to the 
Texas Department of Transportation. 
Residents may also wonder why train 

conductors are required to blow horns 
when there are already automatic 
warning signals at the intersection. 
Law requires engineers to blow the 
horn as the train approaches and goes 
through the intersection, according 
to TxDOT. 

However, there are potential restric-
tions or loopholes. Certain com-
munities may apply for quiet zones 

if Federal Railroad Administration 
requirements are met, and therefore 
trains will not be able to sound their 
horns when passing through the zone, 
according to TxDOT. Some cities may 
also use wayside horns, which are 
mounted on the traffi c signal at an 
intersection and would be directed at 
traffi c in the street and potentially less 
disruptive, according to TxDOT.

When are train conductors required to sound horns at an intersection? 
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BETTER 
TOGETHER
JOIN TODAY
Find your motivation. Find your community. Find your 
purpose. Find it ALL at the YMCA!  

 

 

.

YMCA MEMBERS ENJOY

Free unlimited group exercise classes

State-of-the-art equipment

Free child care for the kids while you workout

Discounts on youth programs like after school child care,
day camp, swimming lessons, youth sports and more

What are you waiting for? Get STARTED today!   
ymcahouston.org/join

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.
Everyone is welcome.

25 convenient locations throughout Houston

It’s time to expect a more innovative and rewarding option for assisted 
living and memory care. Thoughtful programming and transparency with 
family members ensure your loved one will receive the best care. 

C O M I N G  TO  C L E A R  L A K E  I N  2020 
A better approach for assisted living & memory care

 

TO LEARN MORE  
ABOUT OUR SERVICES,  
CALL TONY TREVIZO OR 
MARTHA JEFFERSON.
281-975-4738.

S A L E S  O F F I C E
1235 C L E A R  L A K E  B O U L E VA R D, S U I T E  D
H O U S TO N, T X  77062Managed by 12 Oaks Senior Living

14101  B AY  P O I N T E  C O U R T
H O U S TO N, T X  77062   

The best care 
for your best 

friends!

NOW OPEN
Walk-ins Welcome

 NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL

$20 OFF 
FIRST VISIT

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 12/14/2019

HOURS:
M,W,TH,FRI: 8AM - 6PM
TUES/SAT: 8AM - 12PM

SUN: CLOSED
Call for more information

Full Service Clinic
We offer a comprehensive 
range of services for your 
pet, using state-of-the-art 

equipment and highly 
trained staff.

11625 Broadway St. Ste. 165 
Pearland, TX 77584

Dr. Cathy Cupples
Experienced Veterinarian

abvethospital.com • 281.843.9069

and her wonderful staff.
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HERE FOR YOU
STAY UP TO DATE WITH

STATE REPRESENTATIVE ED THOMPSON
WWW.EDTHOMPSON29.COM

 @REPEDTHOMPSON
POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF ED THOMPSON
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259

4-3

developers said; however, it did not 
fulfi ll the city’s lot requirement, 
causing some council members to vote 
against it. Council members expressed 
opposition to this, though council 
members in favor have argued that the 
council can grant exceptions to the 
90-foot rule when it is fi tting.

“If you can explain to me how you 
take the same green space and the 
same land space and you increase the 
lot size and you get more houses, it’s 
all just a facade,” Scott said at the Oct. 
7 council meeting.  

Other concerns about the devel-
opment included fl ooding concerns, 
which Griff on mentioned at the Oct. 7 
meeting. 

Avalon’s development is contingent 
on the Friendswood Lakes Boulevard 
construction. Part of the development 
lies in League City, but if Friendswood 
is able to purchase that portion of the 
development, the item would come 
before council again.

DEVELOPMENT

New development approved  for special 
permit does not meet required lot size

Friendswood City Council approved 
the amendment for a zoning classifi -
cation for Avalon, a master-planned 
community on Nov. 4. The develop-
ment does not meet the city’s require-
ment for 90-by-130 foot lots, thus 
requiring a special permit.  

 The council had previously 
approved the item in May. However, 
the 115 acres council approved had 
grown to 156 acres, requiring the 
council vote again. Council voted 4-3 
to approve the permit, with Council 
Members John Scott, Robert Griff on 
and Brent Erenwert opposed. 

Avalon is a master-planned com-
munity with homes, green space 
and a lake. The new development 
includes 53 more lots than previously 
proposed, resulting in a total of 259 
lots in Friendswood. The development 
also did away with its 80-foot lots to 
increase its number of 60-, 70- and 
90-foot lots. The increase to 90-foot 
lots was in line with council’s wishes, SOURCE: CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Avalon 

The community is 
primarily in Friendswood, 
with a small part in 
League City. 

 The completion of the 
development hinges 
on the completion of 
Friendswood Lakes 
Boulevard.

Avalon is a master-planned, 
single-family residential 
community.

259259259259259259259259259259259259259259259259259259 23%
90-by-130-foot lots

100%
  Friendswood requirement 
  of 90-by-130 foot lots

Total number of lots 
in Friendswood

Approval vote by 
Friendswood City Council

A garden homes development received a multi-
family residential-garden home district permit at the 
Friendswood City Council meeting on Nov. 4. 

The permit changed the zoning classifi cation from 
single-family residential to multifamily residen-
tial-garden home district. This area is an extension 
of the master-planned neighborhood Sterling Creek. 
The developer, Adam Hill, requested to build 60-foot 
lots on the property as the property does not allow 

Permit for garden home 
district passes council vote

COMPILED BY HALEY MORRISON

for the 90-by-130 foot lot size the city requires, 
which Hill has adhered to in the rest of his develop-
ment, he said. 

“I have stood up here and advocated for 90-foot 
lots for a long time. I sit here today and tell you in a 
humble way, this is the best use of that land,” Hill 
said. 

Council Member Steve Rockey said that when 
Hill says that the 90-foot lots are not possible, he 
believes him. 

“I’ve always thought that you are the epitome of 
the best developer we could possibly have. What 
you build is gorgeous,” Rockey said. 

Council Member Robert Griff on said that while 

he does appreciate the development, he cannot 
support the addition due to what he has said about 
90-foot lots in the past. 

“I have just been too vocal in the past in regards 
to 90-foot lots, and I would just feel hypocritical if I 
supported you on that,” Griff on said. 

Hill argued that the lots would still cost roughly 
$500,000, which is comparable to the price of 
homes in the rest of Sterling Creek, Hill said. 

“We’re still putting $47 million in the tax rolls 
for the city in this last section. It is in my mind, the 
better use of the land,” Hill said

The motion passed 5-2, with Griff on and Council 
Member John Scott against.

© GOOGLE EARTH



November 16 - December 8
RideTrain

TRAIN RESERVATIONS
512.402.3830 • AustinSteamTrain.org

When that whistle sounds, memories 
are being made in Cedar Park, Texas! 
We offer year-round train rides through 
the Texas Hill Country with vintage 
train cars built as far back as the 1930s. 
Whether you’re looking for a family 
outing to unplug or a girls’ night out to 
unwind, we can’t wait to have you on 
board. Come see where Texans make 
new memories. All aboard!

Make it a weekend of fun in Cedar Park!
CedarParkFun.com

BOILS All Day, Every Day!

We All Crave
That Break!

@BBsTexOrleans

Brunch EVERY Weekend! Brunch EVERY Weekend! Brunch EVERY Weekend! 
BOILS All Day, Every Day!

@BBsTexOrleans@BBsTexOrleans

Brunch
&BOILS

FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!FIND OUT MORE!

9719 W Broadway, Pearland, TX 77584  •  832.856.3200

Bringing ourdesign to your homesite

Receive a
Free

Build
Estimate

and
 $10,000 

Decorator 
Allowance
between October 1

and December 31, 2019

With David Weekley’s Build on Your Lot program, you’ll enjoy the best of both 
worlds – a new, energy-efficient home in a location you know and love, plus:

Make the home of your dreams a reality by contacting 713-574-5048

to choose from and before construction

DavidWeekleyHomes.com

FROM THE GREATER HOUSTON
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION! 

Builder 
OF THEYear

October 1, 2019, and
December 1
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SUFFERING FROM VARICOSE VEINS?
IF YOU EXPERIENCE.....
Varicose Veins or Bulging Veins • Poor Circulation • Leg Pain • Leg Swelling • Leg Ulcers or Sores 
 Leg Cramps when you walk • Restless Legs • Leg Heaviness & Fatigue • Peripheral Vascular Disease...

We Can Help! Non-surgical treatment is available!
Covered by most insurance plans.

www.CoastalVascular.net

Call 281-500-9519
to schedule an appointment

D. C. Ayar, MD
Located at 8619 W Broadway St #105, Pearland, TX 77584  

Easily accessible from Beltway 8 or Highway 288
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big-ticket items in the city, includ-
ing roads and new facilities. These 
projects cost more than the amount of 
money in the general fund, so the city 
pays for them over time, Pearson said.

Council Member Trent Perez said if 
a resident saw what the city needed, 
they would more likely want to add 
more things to the budget than cut 
it, increasing the tax rate further at a 
meeting.

While the city increased the I&S 
rate, this increase is not due to the 
bond that was passed in May. The 
bond will be paid for through the I&S 
fund and may raise taxes on citizens 
but not until the bonds are issued, 
Pearson said.

“The financing is a key component 
of accomplishing a number of proj-
ects,” Pearson said.

Council Member Woody Owens 
expressed concern at council meetings 
that the amount of taxes the city is 
issuing on residents will not go down 
in the coming years.

However, the city’s ability to pay 
off debt is rising as the tax base grows 
and the amount of debt decreases, 
Pearson said.

The city will also receive a return 
on some of its investments, which 
could potentially lower tax rates for 
residents, particularly in payment 
from the city’s tax increment rein-
vestment zone, the largest portion of 
which includes Shadow Creek Ranch, 
starting in 2025. The city will bring in 
over $8 million for the reimbursement 
for construction on Broadway Street in 
2022, Pearson said.

FINANCE

Pearland debt service used to fund big 
projects, maintain city’s quality of life

In September, the city of Pearland 
passed its tax rate. The rate is 
$0.741212, more than last year’s rate of 
$0.709158. The rate will primarily help 
pay for the city’s capital improvement 
projects, as well as staffing needs and 
everyday operations. 

The tax rate is split into two parts: 
the maintenance and operations rate 
and the interest and sinking rate. The 
M&O rate is used to pay for Pearland’s 
day-to-day operations. The I&S rate is 
used to pay off the city’s debt. While 
the maintenance and operations rate 
is typically the larger portion of the 
tax rate for nearby cities, the debt 
service makes up the larger portion 
of Pearland’s rate. The two rates exist 
independently, but more money from 
taxes goes towards paying off debt, 
rather than the city’s day-to-day 
operations.

Pearland’s tax rate is double that 
of Sugar Land’s and is a couple cents 
higher than League City’s as well, 
both cities with a similar size to 
Pearland’s. However, the difference is 
explained by the different tax bases in 
each municipality, City Manager Clay 
Pearson said. Pearson said Pearland’s 
debt is caused by rapid growth.

“We have had to add these projects 
quickly,” Pearson said.

City Council members discussed the 
tax rate at council meetings. Council 
Member David Little expressed con-
cerns with the growing rate.

“I’m concerned that eventually we 
are going to price people out of being 
able to live in Pearland,” Little said.

The money is used to pay off 

BY HALEY MORRISON
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SOURCES: CITIES OF FRIENDSWOOD, LEAGUE CITY, PEARLAND AND SUGAR LAND/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Maintenance & operations Interest & sinking

Over half of the city of Pearland’s tax rate is made 
up of the debt service, meaning less than half of 
the tax rate funds the city’s general operation.

Tax rate breakdownTax rate breakdown
Per $100 valuation

Comparing tax ratesComparing tax rates
Pearland’s FY 2019-20 tax rate is higher than those of both 
nearby cities and cities of similar size. This is due to how 
quickly Pearland grew as well as the makeup of the tax 
bases in each city, officials said.

Per $100 valuation



Access Houston Methodist primary care 
at a location near you.
Our doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, 
including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling
• Offer same-day sick visits
• Are conveniently located close to work or home
• Accept most major insurance plans

houstonmethodist.org/pcg 
713.394.6724

Convenient, Quality 

PRIMARY 
CARE

Friendswood

League City

Clear Lake
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ENVIRONMENT

Estuary environmentally resilient 2 years after Hurricane Harvey
Galveston Bay receives C on report card

SOURCES: GALVESTON BAY FOUNDATION, 
HOUSTON ADVANCED RESEARCH CENTER/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

climb. Residents can help by par-
ticipating in trash cleanups, using 
the Galveston Bay Action Network 
app to report pollution, prop-
erly disposing of pet waste and 
limiting the use of lawn fertilizers, 
Kinney said. 

“We need to make it a priority 
as a society,” Stokes said.

Despite the devastation of Har-
vey and dips in certain indicators, 
the bay has made progress in 
several areas since 2015. Recre-
ation is safer, underwater grasses 
are healthier and nitrogen levels 
in the bay are excellent. Addition-
ally, the bay is much healthier and 
features more wildlife than it did 
30 or 40 years ago, Stokes said. 

Harvey proved the bay is resil-
ient, and that is because it has a 
strong variety of systems working 
together for the entire estuary’s 
benefi t, Kinney said. 

“If one area gets hit, especially 
hard, the other areas can pick up 
the slack,” she said.

The bay’s grades have not 
fl uctuated much because it takes 
years to see the eff ects of positive 
and negative infl uences on a 
system as large and complex as 
Galveston Bay, Gonzalez said. 

“We’ve said it from the begin-
ning, this is like steering a giant 
ocean liner; it takes a long time to 
change direction,” Stokes said.

In March, a tank of chemicals at 
Intercontinental Terminals Co. 
caught fi re and took days to extin-
guish. The extinguishing foam 
fi refi ghters used released harmful 
chemicals into the Houston Ship 
Channel, experts said.

In May, two barges collided in 
the Houston Ship Channel near 
Bayport, spilling 378,000 gallons 
of gasoline in Galveston Bay, 
offi  cials said.

Since both events happened 
this year, they were not included 
in the 2019 report card and will 
appear in the 2020 report card. For 
the 2019 report card, Galveston 
Bay earned a B for the pollution 
category, a B for the total number 
of oil spills and an A for the total 
volume of oil spilled.

Increasing phosphorus levels 
and oil spills and other indus-
try-level pollution are issues of the 
region’s growing population. Only 
a small percentage of residents 
and companies are not “following 
the rules,” but as more people 
move to the area, more pollution 
could come, Kinney said. 

“What we’ve seen in the last fi ve 
years is how much more pressure 
we’re putting on ecosystems like 
Galveston Bay ... because we have 
so many people now,” Kinney 
said.

Offi  cials are hopeful that with 
the public’s help, the grade can 

and the Houston Advanced 
Research Center partnered to 
develop the report card, which 
includes grades in several indica-
tors across six categories, to give 
the public an understandable idea 
of the bay’s health and prompt 
residents to act to improve its 
quality, foundation and HARC 
offi  cials said.

Harvey released so much rain 
that for weeks Galveston Bay 
turned from a saltwater body into 
a freshwater body all the way up 
to Galveston Island. As a result, 
many fi sh in streams and rivers 
entered the bay, and many fi sh 
that lived in the bay temporarily 
swam into the Gulf of Mexico, 
Kinney said. 

Oysters did not have that lux-
ury. Stuck in place, they became 
stressed and diseased in the bay, 
HARC president Lisa Gonzalez 
said. 

Halili said the bay was closed to 
oyster harvesting for months aft er 
Harvey. Local seafood restaurants 
had to get oysters from Louisiana 
instead of the bay at a slightly 
increased cost until oyster popula-
tions recovered, he said. 

It is estimated the grade for 
saltwater wetlands will drop from 
a C to a D once offi  cials receive 
concrete data from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, but it is known the acre-
age for wetlands, even protected 
ones, has decreased since 2015, in 
part due to development, offi  cials 
said.

“Development per se is not bad, 
but when you … fragment a lot of 
habitat, you lose the value of that 
habitat,” Galveston Bay Founda-
tion President Bob Stokes said. 

Wetlands are important because 
they fi lter stormwater runoff , 
protect against storm surges, are 
nurseries for several fi sh species 
and provide other benefi ts, Kin-
ney said. 

OIL SPILL EFFECTS
Major pollution events also 

have an adverse eff ect on the bay. 

Aft er Hurricane Harvey dumped 
billions of gallons of water over 
the Greater Houston area, Galves-
ton Bay suff ered. Oysters died off , 
dolphins developed skin lesions, 
and fi sh populations were scat-
tered, offi  cials said.

However, offi  cials said things 
have largely returned back to nor-
mal for the bay and the variety of 
creatures that call it home. In fact, 
Harvey acted as a reset button for 
oyster populations, and they have 
been spawning frequently since, 
said Raz Halili, the vice president 
of oyster distributor Prestige 
Oysters.

“Oysters are resilient creatures. 
It was less mortality than we origi-
nally anticipated,” he said.

For the fi ft h straight year since 
its inception, the Galveston Bay 
report card, released in August, 
shows Texas’ largest estuary 
has earned an overall C grade, 
evidence of its resiliency to the 
eff ects of the historic storm.

The Galveston Bay Founda-
tion and the Houston Advanced 
Research Center partnered to 
develop the report card, which 
includes grades in several indica-
tors across six categories, to give 
the public an understandable idea 
of the bay’s health and prompt 
residents to act to improve its 
quality, foundation and HARC 
offi  cials said. 

Still, scientists and environ-
mentalists said some aspects of 
the bay are in danger of degrading 
further. The 2019 report card is 
the fi rst featuring a full year of 
post-Hurricane Harvey data.

Scientists were pleasantly 
surprised to fi nd in their research 
that Galveston Bay is a resilient 
ecosystem that was able to quickly 
bounce back from the hurricane’s 
damage. This is due to the bay’s 
size and the huge variety of 
system and wildfi re that work in 
tandem to recover from cata-
strophic events, HARC scientist 
Erin Kinney said. 

The Galveston Bay Foundation 

BY JAKE MAGEE

The bay is susceptible to oil, gasoline 
and other polluting spills from vessels 
and facilities, but there were very few 
spills in 2017 and 2018. This year, about

350,000 gallons
of gasoline spilled into the bay after two 
ships collided, which will be refl ected in 
the 2020 Galveston Bay report card.

Pollution in the Bay

Saltwater wetlands are protected 
under federal law but are still 
deteriorating. Erosion, a rising sea 
level and development contribute 
to the wetlands’ destruction.

Wasting wetlands

Wetlands by 
the numbers

They provide a habitat 
to

of North 
America’s bird species.

75%

of fi sh 
species found in

 the Gulf of Mexico.

Wetlands are 
nurseries for

95%

Galveston Bay fi shing industries, 
which depend on wetlands, 
support over 40,000

area jobs and are 
valued at $3B annually.
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Recent news from Pearland ISD and Friendswood ISD

 PEARLAND ISD  The board of trustees 
approved the establishment of a capi-
tal projects fund at the Oct. 8 meeting 
and the transfer of $10 million from 
the general operating fund into the 
capital projects fund.

The $10 million will begin to 
address the $18 million worth of cap-
ital improvement needs indicated in 
the 10-year capital renewal plan the 
district published in May.

“We’re beginning to look through 
those projects with a fine-toothed 
comb to determine which are most 
critical and should be prioritized in 
this process,” Superintendent John 
Kelly said.

Some areas in need of funding 
include maintenance of the grounds, 
facilities and equipment; updating 
technology; replacing buses and 
musical instruments; and upgrading 
athletic equipment.

The board also discussed starting 
to offer full-day pre-K to all eligible 
students in fall 2020. The Texas 

Legislature this year stipulated that 
all districts must begin full-day pre-K 
as soon as possible, unless the district 
is unprepared in terms of facilities. 
Right now, PISD offers half-day pre-K 
at nine of the 11 elementary schools in 
the district.

“We analyzed our facilities, and we 
believe we can bring full-day pre-K to 
all 11 elementary schools,” Kelly said. 
“This would involve 12 additional 
teachers, 10 additional aids, and a 
couple temporary facilities.”

A presentation was given on 
positive behavior intervention and 
restorative practices, which teaches 
students about conflict resolution.

Students and residents also spoke 
during public comment about alleged 
discrimination in the district and 
urged the board to consider the Bra-
zoria County branch of the NAACP’s 
resolution. Board Member Mike Floyd 
made a motion to add the resolution 
to next month’s agenda, but the 
motion was not seconded.

Pearland ISD board approves the creation of 
projects fund at meeting, discusses full-day pre-K

EDUCATION BRIEFS

District holds town hall 
on vaping, security
 PEARLAND ISD  Pearland ISD held a 
town hall at Dawson High School on 
Oct. 17 to discuss vaping as well as 
school safety and security.

Principals from each of the Pearland 
high schools took turns explaining the 
steps each of their schools have taken 
to address the issue of vaping. A vape 
is an electronic cigarette or similar 
device that can be used to smoke nico-
tine, marijuana or water vapor. 

“In some cases there is an almost 
permissive idea about vaping that 
it’s not as bad as cigarettes, and that 
scares me and many of us, I’m sure,” 
said Kai Bouchard, principal of Robert 
Turner College & Career High School.

The district is bringing articles 
about the dangers of vaping into the 
curriculum, having talks with the 
different grades about the seriousness 
of having a vaping device on campus, 
putting up informative posters and 
trying to keep parents informed about 
how to identify a vape.

Dr. Sandeep Gupta, a pulmonary 

specialist from Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, was also present 
to answer questions about the medical 
dangers of vaping.

“The problem is the lack of regula-
tion on these products that underage 
kids are having to get illegally,” Gupta 
said.

There was also a presentation on 
campus security measures that have 
been installed across the district after 
they were approved in the 2016 bond. 
Emphasis was put on secure entrance 
vestibules that have been added to 
several schools. The district Emergency 
Operations Plan is also in the process 
of being updated. 

MEETINGS

The Alvin ISD board of trustees typically 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
7 p.m. at 301 E. House St., Alvin. 

The Friendswood ISD board of trustees 
typically meets the second Monday of the 
month at 5:45 p.m. at 402 Laurel Drive, 
Friendswood. 

The Pearland ISD board of trustees 
typically meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 5 p.m. at 1928 N. Main Street, 
Pearland. 
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Recent news from Pearland ISD and Friendswood ISD COMPILED BY HALEY MORRISON AND MORGAN SLUTZKY

 FRIENDSWOOD ISD  Friendswood 
ISD approved the purchase of five 
school buses at its Oct. 14 board 
meeting. 
The school buses all have newer 
collision technology as well as 
three-point seatbelts.

“There has been a big shift in 
the industry … the state and all 
your national organizations are 
recommending school buses have 
seatbelts,” district Director of Trans-
portation Dean Lewis said. “I think 
it’s more important in your more 
serious-type collisions; keeping the 
kids in those seats is very import-
ant.”

While school buses are touted as 
safe, Lewis said during the presen-
tation that he had once heard chil-
dren who are not wearing seatbelts 
in an accident where a bus rolls 

over compared to clothes in a dryer.
In 2017, Texas joined other states 

in passing a law that required new 
school buses have seatbelts. 

The new buses were partially 
funded by a Texas Emissions 
Reduction Plan grant, which 
awarded the school district 
$369,000 for the new buses, which 
in total cost $544,735. The remain-
ing cost will be paid for by the 
district.

The grant, which is paid for by 
the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality, requires the district 
retire five of its older buses. The 
buses chosen for replacement have 
been in commission for 17-19 years, 
according to the district’s board 
documents. 

The district has 40 school buses 
in total.

Friendswood ISD to purchase new district buses

SOURCE: FRIENDSWOOD ISD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

new 
buses5 $544,735 the cost of 

new buses

the amount in the 
TCEQ grant

$369,000

“THERE HAS BEEN A BIG SHIFT IN THE INDUSTRY... THE 
STATE AND ALL YOUR NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ARE 
RECOMMENDING SCHOOL BUSES HAVE SEATBELTS.”

—DEAN LEWIS, FRIENDSWOOD ISD DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION

The average lifespan for the 
buses due for replacement

17-19 years

$175,735 
the school district 
funded 
portion
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News from Pearland, Friendswood and Brazoria and Galveston counties

Friendswood bond election results come in; votes 
show favor for drainage, safety, public works
 FRIENDSWOOD   Propositions A, B and 
F have received a majority vote in the 
Friendswood bond election.

“Whether or not the results are the 
ones you were hoping for, I hope you 
will join me, my colleagues on City 
Council and the city staff who continue 
to work hard for all of Friendswood,” 

Mayor Mike Foreman said in a writ-
ten statement. “I want to thank the 
volunteers who served on the Citizen 
Advisory Team and the city staff who 
worked on the bond propositions. Their 
efforts are going to continue to help 
Friendswood become an even better 
place to live and raise a family.”

CITY & COUNTY

Election results show 
Carbone as winner
 PEARLAND  Unofficical results show 
Tony Carbone won Pearland’s special 
election for council Position 2. Carbone 
received 67.74% of the vote.
Carbone faced Jai Daggett, owner of 
DAGGETT Consulting Group.

“I am sincerely honored and hum-
bled to receive overwhelming support 
of residents across Pearland in this 
election of unprecedented turnout,” 
Carbone said in a written statement.

The seat was vacated by Derrick 
Reed, who will be running for Congress 
in Texas District 22.

Carbone is a certified public accoun-
tant and held City Council Position 1 
from May 2013-19 before. His priorities 
this term are taxes, safety and economic 
development, he said.

“In this upcoming term, I commit 
to providing common-sense solutions 
to reduce the tax burden on families, 
bolster public safety and strengthen 
economic development, while helping 
Pearland’s small businesses grow and 
thrive,” he said. “I’m always accessible 
via social media, phone and email and 
I encourage and welcome residents to 
reach out with questions and con-
cerns.”

All results are unofficial until can-
vassed.

The majority of Galveston County voters were in favor of Prop-
ositions A, B and F, while Harris County voters were in favor of 
all but Proposition C. All results are unofficial until canvassed.

Proposition A allocates $2 million to fund improvements on the old Food Lion 
building, which is set to become the new public works facility. 

Proposition B allocates $9.1 million to public safety, specifically a Fire Station No. 2 
replacement, a fire training field and a public safety building. 

Proposition C would have allocated $9 million to fund a new activity center. 

Proposition D would have allocated $7.6 million to extend Friendswood Lakes 
Boulevard as well as fund traffic improvements and sidewalks. 

Proposition E would have allocated $8 million to parks. The money would improve 
existing parks as well as build new ones and would also fund improvements at the city 
swimming pool. 

Proposition F allocates $41 million for seed money to help fund drainage projects 
along Clear Creek. 

2,202 votes for  2,137 votes against

2,394 votes for 1,959 votes against

1,705 votes for 2,617 votes against

2,028 votes for 2,313 votes against

2,121 votes for 2,206 votes against

2,954 votes for 1,398 votes against

SOURCES: GALVESTON AND HARRIS COUNTIES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: BRAZORIA COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Jai Daggett: 32.26%Tony Carbone: 67.74% of votes 

Friendswoodresults



WHAT  IS  A  DR IP  SPA?
A relaxing atmosphere where you are pampered while 
choosing from a range of IM or IV hydration and vitamin 
therapies designed to enhance your healthy lifestyle.

GET  ANY  DR IP  FOR  $100
Valid with this coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 12/14/2019

Did you know?
IV  ABSORPT ION  RATES 

ARE  UP  TO  100%

LOCATED  IN  BAYBROOK MALL
HEALTHFUSIONDRIPSPA .COM

281-218-DRIP
Book Now!

SpecialShop Till 
    You Drop

2319 N. GRAND BLVD., PEARLAND, TX. 77581  www.hmps.net  |  281-485-2500

• Integrating the Montessori method into 
the public school curriculum

• Free Tuition

• Currently offering Pre-K thru 5th

• Open enrollment until positions fi ll

• Comprehension Stem Program

• Character and Leadership Development

• High Tech - 8 computers per classroom

W H A T  W E  O F F E R :
 Friendswood City Council meets 
the first Monday of each month 
at City Hall, 910 S. Friendswood 
Drive, Friendswood. Times may 
vary. Videos of meetings are posted 
to www.ci.friendswood.tx.us/
VideosonDemand.

Pearland City Council meets the 
second and fourth Monday of each 
month at City Hall, 3519 Liberty Drive, 
Pearland. Times may vary. Meetings 
are streamed and available at 
www.pearlandtx.gov.

MEETINGS
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“IT’S JUST A MATTER 
OF BEING CONSISTENT 
BETWEEN CIGARETTES AND 
E-CIGARETTES.”

—LUKE ORLANDO, PEARLAND CITY COUNCIL

QUOTE OF NOTE

City adds vaping to 
smoking ordinance
 PEARLAND  The city of Pearland 
voted to amend its ordinance 
banning smoking in public places 
to also ban vaping in public places. 
Previously, vaping was allowed in 
restaurants at the discretion of the 
owner.

Council discussed whether ban-
ning vaping at public places is the 
role of the local government, rather 
than the role of the local business 
owner.

“I don’t believe that this is the gov-
ernment’s place. This should be the 
business owner’s choice,” Council 
Member Gary Moore said.

Council Member Trent Perez 
agreed, as he argued there is no sci-
ence proving vaping has a harmful 
effect. Moore and Perez were the 
only two dissenting votes on the 
issue.

Council Members Luke Orlando 
and Adrian Hernandez requested the 
ordinance be amended.

Orlando and Hernandez argued it 
is a public health issue, as there is 
enough science to ban vaping along-
side cigarettes.

“I think this is pretty straightfor-
ward. We’re not all the way there on 
the research, but the FDA is pulling 
flavors; many states continue to 
ban them,” Orlando said. “It’s just a 
matter of being consistent between 
cigarettes and e-cigarettes.”

Counties talk flooding, 
transportation issues
 HARRIS COUNTY  Harris County Judge 
Lina Hidalgo and Galveston County 
Judge Mark Henry both met at the Bay 
Oaks Country Club on Oct. 2 to discuss 
various issues facing both counties.

Hidalgo said Harris County’s No. 1 
priority is flood control, particularly 
after Tropical Storm Imelda. The 
county has hired a firm to figure out 
how to get drainage projects done 
faster. Projects originally expected to 
take 10 to 15 years are firmly set at 10, 
she said.

“We’re moving forward as quickly 
as we can,” Hidalgo said. “Speed is of 
the essence here.”

As a county that borders the Gulf of 
Mexico, Henry said he is concerned 
about evacuation routes during 
hurricanes. During Hurricane Rita, 
more people died trying to evacuate 
than in the actual storm, Henry said. 
To evacuate, residents can use Hwy. 
146, which is under major construc-
tion; I-45, which is also under major 
construction; or Hwy. 6, which has 
stoplights and results in congestion.

Grand Parkway would add an 
alternative evacuation route, so Henry 
was happy to see the road project was 
put back on the Texas Department of 
Transportation Unified Transportation 
Program, a 10-year plan that guides 
transportation projects, after tempo-
rarily being removed, he said.

As far as the multibillion-dollar 
coastal barrier project goes, Harris 
County cannot simply sit back and 
hope a hurricane does not move 
straight up the Houston Ship Chan-
nel, which would devastate the region 
will massive flooding, Hidalgo said.

The county is considering interim 
solutions to help prevent potential 
catastrophe until the coastal barrier is 
complete.

Galveston County is concentrated 
on economic development; by being 
stable, predictable and consistent, 
businesses are choosing to relocate 
to and expand in Galveston County, 
Henry said. 

“I think we’ve convinced a lot of 
industries ... that’s the way it is here,” 
he said.

Galveston County expects to see 7.2 
million visitors by the end of the year, 
which is 200,000 more than 2017, 
showing tourism is still a major eco-
nomic driver for the area, Henry said.



Setting the pace for cardiovascular care in Greater Houston.
At Memorial Hermann, our team of world-renowned, affiliated heart physicians provides innovative 
cardiovascular care – from revolutionary new medications, to minimally invasive procedures for correcting 
atrial fibrillation or repairing heart valves to innovations in heart and lung transplants. These cutting-edge 
solutions are less traumatic and aim to reduce a patient’s pain and recovery time. Our innovations are putting 
Memorial Hermann at the forefront of advancing heart health in Greater Houston and helping our patients 
lead a better quality of life.
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INSIDE INFORMATIONINSIDE INFORMATION

1   Slow down and look both ways when crossing   
railroad tracks. Drivers should be prepared to stop for 
an oncoming train but never stop on the tracks.

2   Stop 15 feet from the tracks if signs of an oncoming 
train are visible. 

3   If a vehicle stalls on the tracks, leave the vehicle and 
call the number on the crossing sign or dial 911.

4   Pedestrians who cross tracks anywhere other than 
a designated pedestrian or roadway crossing may be 
ticketed or fi ned. 

5   Do not drive around, under or through a crossing 
barrier while the barrier is closed, being closed or 
being opened.

6   Drivers committing railroad crossing offenses can 
be fi ned $50-$200.
SOURCES: FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION, TEXAS TRANSPORTATION 
CODE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Rules 
OF THE RAILS

Crossing  
THE TRACKS

Texas had

of freight railroad in 2017—the 
most of any state in the nation.

10,506 MILES

The U.S. totaled

of freight railroad in 2017.
136,898 MILES

The Railway-Highway Crossings Program, created 
in 1987, provides federal dollars to states to improve 
railway-highway grade crossing safety, according to 
the Federal Highway Administration.

Texas was required by the Federal Railroad 
Administration in 2007 to draft a fi ve-year highway-
rail grade crossing safety action plan because the 
state had repeatedly high numbers of highway-rail 
crossing collisions in 2006-08, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s plan. 

IN TEXAS Federal
ACTION

Fatalities  

Counting
CASUALTIES

Texas is tied for the second-most deaths of trespassers 
on the tracks in the U.S. with 36 fatalities in 2018.

1  California: 119 deaths 2  Texas, New York: 36 deaths

a train in the U.S. hits a 
person or vehicle.

Every

 4 HOURS

1998

10

20

30

40

50

0
2008 2018

To
ta

l c
as

ua
lti

es

SOURCE: FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
$0

$18M

$18.5M

$19M

$19.5M

$20M

from fi scal years
 2016-20

$95.3M

ESTIMATED FUNDS FOR TEXAS  CROSSINGS

Texas  
INCIDENTS
In 2018, Texas led the U.S. with
 246 railroad-highway incidents.
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Did you 
know?

The Gulf, Colorado and 
Santa Fe Railroads laid 
tracks in what would one 
day be Pearland. The 
Santa Fe Train Depot has 
been partially restored 
and sits next to City Hall. 

Grade crossing deaths
Deaths by trespassing

COMPILED BY ANNA LOTZ AND HALEY MORRISON
DESIGNED BY MATTHEW T. MILLS
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Texas leads the nation in its number of freight railroad miles, according to the Association of 
American Railroads, as well as in the number of highway-rail incidents in 2018, Federal Railroad 
Administration data shows. However, incidents in Brazoria and Galveston counties have been 
relatively low over the past 20 years.

Countywide  
INCIDENTS

Brazoria

Brazoria County
Galveston County

Number of at-grade collisions
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Fatalities BY COUNTY

in BRAZORIA COUNTY in 2018
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Choose from a luxurious portfolio  
of floor plans and premium home sites  
in our gated section.

Build a home

IN MERIDIANA.

That’s building with

Homes from THE $350s

CONTACT   
Narda Temple
(832) 604-2751
ntemple@dreeshomes.com

dreeshomes.com

VISIT   
New Parkhill Model
Now Open!
3510 Halladay Way
Iowa Colony, TX 77583

© 2019 The Drees Company. All rights reserved. 20-0433-129  10/19
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Receive 
UP TO  

$5,000 
TOWARDS CLOSING 

COSTS!*

Download the 
Free Mobile App

Keeping Motorists 
Informed, Roadways 
Clear and Lives Safe
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Visit www.HoustonTranStar.ORG/CI for more information
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RODRIGUEZ AND MORGAN 
LAW OFFICES, PLLC

Wills and Estate Planning
Probate
Employment
Business Entity Formations
Real Estate
Healthcare
Family

7924 Broadway, Ste. 108
Pearland, TX 77581

cmr@rodmorlaw.com
281-741-3690

HIGH QUALITY 
LEGAL 
SERVICES

www.rodmorlaw.com
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Perry & Sons Market & Grille

614 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood

281-482-2842

www.perryandsonsmarket
andgrille.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-
9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-
10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

DINING FEATURE

 T he Friendswood location of Perry & Sons Mar-
ket & Grille owes its popularity and longevity 

to its regular customers, General Manager Chris 
Sandel said.

“All we have is word of mouth,” Sandel said.
Locals can choose quality meat from the butcher 

shop, which boasts cuts of steak as well as ground 
meat, and can also enjoy a made-to-order meal. 

Two of the most popular menu items are the rib-
eye sandwich and the steak and shrimp meal.

Both quality and service are important in growing 
the business’ brand, Sandel said.

For Perry’s owner Chris Perry, the most important 
part of running the business is making sure that the 
customers are satisfi ed.

“When customers come in, you have to make 
them feel special and enjoy the experience,” Chris 
Perry said in a written statement.

Chris Perry’s father, Bob Perry, started Perry’s in 
1979 with a butcher shop in Scarsdale. In 1986, Chris 
Perry convinced his father to add tables and chairs. 
Two years later, Perry’s opened a Friendswood 
butcher shop and restaurant location in 1988.

The Scarsdale and Friendswood locations are 
the only two butcher shops left  for the corporation, 
which has also opened its popular steakhouses 
around the Houston area under Chris Perry.

“My Father has always been my mentor and I am 
very thankful that I was able to work alongside him, 
learn from him and then take the dream to the next 
level, with him watching every step of the way,” 
Chris Perry said in a written statement.

While the steakhouses allow people to have a 
nice night out with a bar and tableside carvings, the 
market and grill is more casual, he said.

Sandel began working at one of the steakhouses 
as a waiter before becoming the general manager at 
the butcher shop years later, he said.

“It’s cool to be with the roots where the company 
started,” Sandel said.

BY HALEY MORRISON

Perry & Sons 
Market & Grille
Owner carries on family legacy

Ribeye sandwich ($19.99)
The ribeye steak is served on a roll, 
with lettuce, tomato and pickles.

  DISHES TO TRY

Steak and shrimp ($26.99) 
The shrimp can be grilled or fried, with the 
steak cooked to preference. Served with fries.

Bob and Lena 
Perry started 
the business in 
1979 and are 
still active in 
the community. 
The restaurant 
business is 
now run by 
their son, Chris 
Perry.
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Only the Friendswood and Scarsdale locations 
have a butcher case in-house.



C A LL  TO DAY  8 6 6.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver geographically within a radius of your business or to specific neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D S  YO U  WA N T  TO  RE AC H

POSTCARDS • INSERTS • STICKY NOTES
Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 11¢ a piece.

FULL SERVICE IMAGING 
FACILITY

3322 E. Walnut Pearland, Suite 105, TX 77581  •  hmixray.com  •  713-797-1919 • Fax 713-383-9933

The best imaging technology is now in your neighborhood.

SAME DAY appointments available!

A Tradition of Excellence in Patient Care

([DPV�2�HUHG: 
• 3T MRI 
• SPEC CT
• X-RAY
• ULTRASOUND
• NUCLEAR MEDICINE

HMI is proud to 
announce that we 
have brought 3T MRI 
and top of the line 
nuclear medicine 
exams to Pearland 
patients.
 —Randall Stenoien 
MD, ABR, CEO
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7109 Broadway, Pearland 77581  
346-219-0494

liquorzonepearlandtx@yahoo.com
Liquor Zone Pearland
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1ST STAND ALONE LIQUOR STORE IN PEARLAND 
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738 Farm to Market 517 Rd W, 
Dickinson 77539
(832) 738-1019
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The Shepherd’s Nook

201 N. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood

281-482-8603

www.facebook.com/shepherdsnook/

Hours: Tues., Thu. and Sat. 10 a.m.-
3 p.m.; closed Sun., Mon., Wed. and Fri.
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NONPROFIT

 T he Shepherd’s Nook in Friend-
swood has been serving the 

community for over 40 years. 
“We have always relied 100% on 

donations and volunteers,” said Bill 
Gillespie, one of the shop’s directors.

The thrift  shop, which was started 
by the women of Good Shepherd 
Episcopal Church, collects gently used 
donations for the community. Any 
donations they get that they cannot 
use, such as broken or stained items, 
are picked up by Purple Heart. 

“We are trying to sell good quality 
[items],” Gillespie said. 

The thrift  shop receives women’s 
clothes more than any other dona-
tion—it receives so many, in fact, that 
it has to change merchandise aft er 
summer and winter.

Other acceptable donations include 
toys, books, records, small furniture 
and clothing. The shop also occasion-
ally receives items it has to turn away, 
such as mattresses, old televisions 
and even hubcaps.

While the nonprofi t always needs 
donations and volunteers, it receives 
many donations each week. Every 
week, donations will fi ll up the shed 
in the back of the property, as well 
as the entryway; at that point, it can 
take 14-16 volunteers seven hours to 

sort through the goods, Gillespie said. 
Because new merchandise is sorted 
Monday, Tuesday is the busiest day of 
the week, said Peter Gilmour, another 
shop director. 

Sorting through merchandise is one 
of the challenges of the job, Gillespie 
said. 

“We are very diff erent from a regular 
store in that we don’t order supplies,” 
Gillespie said. “We have to check 
everything that come[s] in and get rid 
of a lot.” 

Roughly 15% of profi t is kept to 
pay for the overhead, and the rest is 
donated to over 20 charities in the 
Houston area.

Since 2012, the nonprofi t has 
donated almost $1 million to charities 
in the area, a goal they will reach once 
more by the end of this year, director 
and treasurer Sherry Fisher said.

All shop employees are volunteers, 
including the six directors, two of 
which are Gillespie and Gilmour. 

“We are always looking for volun-
teers,” Gillespie said. 

The best part of volunteering is 
helping and getting to know the 
shop’s customers and regulars, Gilm-
our said. 

“We have regulars we know by 
name—it’s a labor of love,” he said.

BY HALEY MORRISON

The Shepherd’s Nook

The shed is where the nonprofi t collects 
and stores its donations.

Women’s clothing is the most popular 
donation and type of merchandise at 
the nonprofi t. 

The Shepherd’s Nook is housed in a home the women of Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church purchased for the nonprofi t. 

PH
O

TO
S 

B
Y 

H
A

LE
Y 

M
O

R
R

IS
O

N
/C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
IM

PA
C

T 
N

EW
SP

A
PE

R

Nonprofi t supports Friendswood community
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recognized the rapid population 
growth and is trying to catch up as 
quickly as possible, and it’s also build-
ing a fi re department that lends to the 
safety of the fi refi ghters as well.”

Improvements include three new 
stations: Fire Station 1, which opened 
in September; Fire Station 8, which is 
under construction and will open at 
the end of 2020; and a replacement for 
Fire Station 4, which has just begun 
the design phase and will open in 2021. 
Pearland is divided into 11 fi re districts, 
with the number of the station correlat-
ing to the district number the station is 
located in. With these new stations, 
the city has taken a strong position 
on its goal to build a safe community, 
Campise said.

“The city outgrew the fi re depart-
ment, but with the commitment from 
council and the city manager, we have 
a great plan for catching up and we’re 
getting closer and closer to that target 
every day,” Fire Chief Vance Riley said.

FACING CHALLENGES 
Pearland’s fi re department was 

based on a volunteer force until the 
city vastly outgrew the department 
and needed to change to keep up with 
the high volume of calls coming in, 
according to Riley.

“Emergency medical services as a 
whole has grown substantially over 
the years,” Pearland City Manager 
Clay Pearson said. “What people see in 
terms of the big trucks and the lights 
are only a part of what they do.”

In 2017, a company called Citygate 
was hired by the city to assess the 
Pearland Fire Department and deliver 
a report titled Standards of Cover and 
Staffi  ng Study. The report, released the 
same year, analyzed all aspects of the 
department, from response times and 
incident data to a traffi  c analysis of the 
city.

“Citygate also verifi ed the fi ndings of 
a study we had done in 2012 looking at 
fi re station locations in the city,” Riley 
said. “Based on all of that, they gave us 
a list of recommendations, which the 
council accepted and we used to create 
a plan for the department.”

Recommendations made to the 
department included staffi  ng an addi-
tional fi re engine, ladder truck and 
ambulance, as well as suggestions for 
administrative and staffi  ng support 
areas where the department needed 
additional personnel.

Pearland Fire Department has 
struggled with high response times 
in the past. The Citygate report stated 
the response times from 2012 to 2017 

 CONTINUED FROM 1 were all notably longer than the rec-
ommended 7 1/2 minutes. In 2017-18, 
90% of emergency calls in Pearland 
had responders on the scene in 11 min-
utes. From station to station, that time 
ranged from roughly 10 to 12 minutes, 
according to the report.

Citygate recommended that 
Pearland invest in three new fi re sta-
tions as soon as possible, for the north-
west, southwest and southeast regions 
of the city, as well as add at least three 
ladder trucks to the department. The 
northwest, which is located in Fire 
District 8, was chosen to have its own 
station fi rst and will be the city’s fi rst 
station with separate dedicated staff  
for both its engine and ladder truck, 
Campise said.

The large population in the north-
west section of Pearland has had to 
rely on a citywide system to respond to 
its emergency calls which, while still 
eff ective, has extended response times 
since responders are coming from 
other areas in the city.

“More stations means while crews 
are handling an emergency, we still 
have some available,” Campise said. 

To assist in staffi  ng Station 8, the city 
of Pearland applied for a grant from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. FEMA has an ongoing annual 
program that provides fi nancial assis-
tance to fi refi ghter programs in a num-
ber of diff erent areas which include 
recruitment and retention, equipment 
purchases, educational outreach and 
staffi  ng. One of FEMA’s grant programs 
is called Staffi  ng for Adequate Fire 
Emergency Response, or SAFER.

In September, Pearland was awarded 
the SAFER grant and accepted a three-
year agreement to help the city cover 
the cost of hiring 12 full-time fi refi ght-
ers, said Joel Hardy, Pearland’s grants 
and special projects administrator.

“Over the next three years, we esti-
mated that hiring these fi refi ghters will 
cost us $3 million,” Hardy said. “That 
could change over the course of a mul-
tiyear budget, but overall that puts the 
city in a position to receive $1.9 million 
from FEMA.”

The SAFER grant states that FEMA 
will cover a percentage of the salary 
expenditures for these fi refi ghters each 
of the next three years: 75% in the fi rst 
year, 75% in the second year and 35% 
in the third year.

“The good thing about it is that 
because it’s very expensive to hire 
full-time fi refi ghters we would have 
had to wait a whole other fi scal year to 
completely staff  Station 8,” Riley said. 
“This will allow us to completely staff  
it in one year instead of two.”

A GLIMPSE

THROUGH THE YEARS
Pearland Fire Department has been transforming since it fi rst hired 
full-time fi refi ghters in 2007. Pearland plans to have an active, staffed 
fi re station in all 11 districts in the future. Take a look at how the 
department has evolved to serve the growing Pearland community.
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Full-timeVolunteer

2007

2015

2021

Pearland hires 18 full-
time fi refi ghters, with 
4 active fi re stations

Opens Fire Station 
5, which is designed 
for full-time staffi ng

Transitions from 
volunteer to paid 
personnel only

Opens new 
Fire Station 1

Replaces and relocates 
Fire Station 3 in January and 
Fire Station 2 in OctoberPearland receives Citygate 

Standard of Coverage report on 
the state of the department

Will open new 
Fire Station 8 

Will open new 
Fire Station 4

2011

2013
Department combines 

its fi re and EMS divisions

2016
2017

2019
2020

18

5060

4555

8468

9334

Part-time

Firefi ghter 
salaries

range from

$54,000 
$81,000 

to

“Over the next three 
years, we estimated 
that hiring these new 
fi refi ghters will cost 
us $3 million.” 

–Joel Hardy, Pearland’s grants and 
special projects administrator
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thankful for  

the opportunity 
to love & serve 

your family.

2940 Cullen Pkwy. 
Pearland, TX 77584 

Lic. #103887

281.997.2500
ColonialOaks.com

From the Colonial Oaks 
family to yours, we wish 
you the very best this 

holiday season. We invite 
you to drop by for a visit 
to learn more about living 

remarkably at Colonial Oaks.
 

Call today to 
schedule a tour 
or lunch visit.

PEARLAND

Fire Station 6 
is unstaffed 
and being 
used to store 
fi re engines.

Fire Station 8 is 
expected to open in 
September 2020.

a station in all 11 of the fi re districts, 
but that is a long-term plan that will 
play out over the next fi ve to ten years.

In the meantime, Station 8 is under 
construction and will be located at 
12255 Shadow Creek Parkway, and Fire 
Station 4, which will be located next to 
the existing Station 4 at 8333 Freedom 
Drive, is to open in 2021.

The opening of Fire Station 8 next 
year and the start of the design process 
for Fire Station 4 may seem to be right 
on the heels of Fire Station 1, but Pear-
son said these projects have all been in 
the works for years. 

“These things take a lot of time and 
planning and preparation, for staffi  ng 
and design and construction, so it’s 
defi nitely kicked into visible hyper 
drive over the past few years and will 
for the next couple,” he said. “But that 
is the result of years of planning.”
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ADDING STATIONS
Campise said the department has 

become very data driven, which puts 
it a step ahead of other fi re depart-
ments to identify ways to become more 
effi  cient and eff ective. For example, 
tracking the origin of emergency calls 
lets the fi re department know where 
the most need and demand is when it 
looks to open another station.

“Our goal is that we put them geo-
graphically so we can have the most 
effi  cient response time to the area they 
serve,” Campise said. “Moving Fire 
Station 1 to the north from its previous 
location right down the road isn’t that 
far, but moving it helps us better serve 
the northern end of this district.”

Fire Station 5 has been servicing the 
entire western section of Pearland, 
and has had the highest demand for 
service of Pearland’s fi re stations as 
well as response times that are around 
10 minutes 90% of the time. This can 
be attributed not only to the size of the 
area being covered, but also traffi  c and 

road network design.
“This area of the city needed a stron-

ger presence, and that will be achieved 
with a larger facility and more person-
nel,” Hardy said. 

The new location of Fire Station 1, 
on the corner of McHard and Old Alvin 
roads, opened less than three months 
ago. The facility is top of the line, and 
Campise pointed out every aspect of 
the design not only takes the health 
and safety of the fi refi ghters into 
account, but prioritizes it.

“When you look at this station, the 
design was built around reducing con-
tamination, trying to keep us healthier 
and taking steps to prevent cancer,” 
Campise said. “The biggest thing is 
the city taking steps to protect the citi-
zens but also to build a fi re department 
that’s safe and takes care of its people.”

Today the Pearland Fire Department 
has fi ve staff ed fi re stations, but that 
number is changing as the city builds 
stations to progress its quality of cover-
age. The city hopes to eventually have 

Pearland has fi ve manned fi re stations with one under construction. 
Here is a look at the stations and their closest coverage areas. In 2017-
18, 90% of calls in Pearland were answered in 11 minutes or less.

PUTTING OUT

PEARLAND’S FIRES

FUNDING THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Over the last several 
years, Pearland has 
dedicated more funds 
to fi re safety in an effort 
to create a department 
able to support the 
growing city.

$7.09M2013

2014

2015
2016

2017

$11.36M

$15.57M

$12.01M

$13.85M

STATION 1
2013-14: 14 min. 8 sec.
2017-18: 10 min. 44 sec.

STATION 2
2013-14: 12 min. 35 sec.
2017-18: 12 min. 22 sec.

Fire Station 8 is 
expected to open in 
September 2020.

STATION 1
2013-14: 14 min. 8 sec.
2017-18: 10 min. 44 sec.

STATION 2
2013-14: 12 min. 35 sec.
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Fire Station 6 is unstaffed and being 
used to store fi re engines.
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While Friendswood is working to create a 
cohesive downtown, the city does not have 
a cultural or historical designation. Because 
of this, plans for downtown are affected by 
the new law. 

Requirements 
before HB 2439

Changes facing
Friendswood 

downtown

60% of the front of 
buildings must be 
windows and doors. 

Buildings could be built out of 
brick or cement fi ber board. 

blossoming Downtown District.
“It surely doesn’t help. It is another 

hurdle we have to get over,” Banfi eld 
said.

DEVELOPMENT CODES
Authored by state Rep. Dade Phelan, 

R-Beaumont, the bill cropped up in 
response to a city asking for a specifi c 
type of brick from one builder to pro-
tect developers from such tight regula-
tions. 

However, it has rendered cities virtu-
ally powerless when it comes to plan-
ning the look of their city, Friendswood 
Mayor Mike Foreman said.

“We weren’t thrilled with House Bill 
2439,” Foreman said. “It will hamstring 
us a little bit in our ability to regulate 
building materials.”

As cities cannot put language in 
their codes that circumvents the bill, 
the hope is that developers will under-
stand the look and feel Friendswood 
hopes to achieve, Foreman said. 

“Maybe it is optimistic to think this, 
but people come here, and they want 
to have successful buildings. I think 
they want to comply with the spirit of 
our original codes,” Foreman said.  

 As the bill dictates acceptable 
materials for commercial and residen-
tial spaces, several of Friendswood’s 
building codes went out the window 
when the bill was signed into law on 
Sept. 1, aff ecting those who signed 
a permit with the city aft er that date, 
offi  cials said.

“I think it was an overreaching bill,” 
Council Member Trish Hanks said.

The national codes are the minimum 
requirements for safe development. 
Though the city wishes it still had con-
trol of the aesthetics, city offi  cials are 
not worried that structural integrity 
and safety will be compromised under 
the diff erent codes, offi  cials said.

Friendswood had also previously 
prohibited metal, wood and cement 
fi ber board in the commercial zoning 
districts, Harbin said. 

Giving developers more options 
makes their job easier, said Bradley 
Pepper,  the director of government 
aff airs for the Greater Houston Builders 
Association. 

“When you take some of these tools 
out of the toolbox for builders, it really 
starts severely impacting aff ordabil-
ity,” Pepper said. 

The city hopes the bill will reap-
pear in the next legislative session, 
Foreman said. Until then, the city will 
abide by the law while still administer-
ing its preferences to developers, city 
Director of Community Development 
Aubrey Harbin said.

“At the end of the day, the city will 
comply with state law,” Harbin said in 
a written statement.

DOWNTOWN VISION
Downtown areas are allowed to keep 

stricter regulations under this new law 
if they have a cultural or historic desig-
nation, neither of which Friendswood’s 
still-developing downtown has. 

The city has been working on the 
downtown vision for a few years, as 
well as other commercial districts in 
the city, and now cannot dictate a 
specifi c style in the areas. While these 

changes will not halt work, it might 
change some of the direction, Banfi eld 
said.

“Not a ton of development is going to 
happen in two years, but some could. 
It could really have detrimental conse-
quences for downtown Friendswood 
but also all of the downtowns [in the 
state],” Banfi eld said.

Development codes for the Down-
town District previously included an 
earth-tones color palette; a require-
ment of certain building materials; 
and fenestration requirements, or the 
arrangement of doors and windows, 
with the goal of making the downtown 
a cohesive area.

The city made an amendment to 
allow cement fi ber boards in the 
Downtown District to honor the city’s 
Quaker history previous to the new 
bill’s passage in June, Harbin said.

“Our main thing is to make it vibrant 
with a lot of activity—shops and restau-
rants and places for people to gather. 
To make it the heart of Friendswood 
and a place that represents Friend-
swood,” Banfi eld said.

Despite the new laws, work is con-
tinuing in downtown. The city received 
$3.5 million in grant money in Septem-
ber for street improvements to create 
a walkable downtown. The grant will 
fund sidewalks with brick borders and 
upgrade traffi  c signals.

Stacy Mendenhall-Parsons, the 
owner of Lary’s Florist & Designs, said 
she had a clear vision for her business 
when she built her new building in the 
Downtown District in 2018. 

She was already planning to develop 
her building with Quaker-style 

elements and believes other busi-
nesses should follow suit, she said.

“What I wanted to do is set the prece-
dent for what a small-town downtown 
would look like,” Mendenhall-Parsons 
said. “It would be cute and quaint. 
I don’t believe modern has a place in 
downtown.”

However, the city’s requirements for 
buildings in the Downtown District 
were challenging for business owners 
and developers prior to the new law, 
Mendenhall-Parsons said, as she strug-
gled with window and door require-
ments, parking and landscaping. 

“I want to understand that they 
want to have a certain look for Down-
town Friendswood, but give people 
options,” she said. 

DEVELOPMENT AND MARKET TRENDS 
When Mendenhall-Parsons began 

the process of building a business in 
the Downtown District, the city was 
supportive of it, she said.

However, she lost a lot of her design 
due to not meeting parking and land-
scaping standards, she said. Because of 
this, the event center she had planned 
for was never completed.

“The whole process was beyond 
diffi  cult. I spent $75,000 for an archi-
tect, and that building didn’t even get 
built,” she said.  

One of the rules the city had prior 
to this law was for a certain amount of 
windows and doors on the wall of the 
building, which Mendenhall-Parsons 
said she believed compromised the 
safety of her building. 

Banfi eld, who is also a developer 
and a member of the Friendswood 

When you take some of 
these tools out of the 
toolbox for builders, 
it really starts severely 
impacting aff ordability. 

–Bradley Pepper, director of government 
aff airs for Greater Houston Builders 

Association 
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The city made allowances for things 
such as cement fi ber board in the 

Downtown District, as it was 
a reminder of the city’s 

Quaker origin. 

A historical tribute
HB 2439 requires that cities follow national 
building codes. The national building 
codes comprise of three other codes. 

NMap not to scale

National guidelines

SOURCES: CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD, ENERGY STAR, INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER  

Stacy Mendenhall-
Parsons, owner 
of Lary’s Florist 
& Designs, also 
designed her building 
with that history in 
mind, she said. Now, 
the city cannot ask for 
that particular style—
or any particular 
style—in the area.

Planning and Zoning Commission, 
said he is concerned the bill will cost 
developers who value their properties 
by allowing less aesthetically pleasing 
developments to be built next door.

“Good developers are going to build 
something beautiful, and anything can 
go up next to it,” Banfi eld said.

Banfi eld is the president at Banfi eld 
Properties Inc., which builds luxury 
senior living facilities. Banfi eld will 
own his properties for decades and 
invests millions into them, meaning it 
is important what is built next door, he 
said.

“You want those higher standards 

because it actually saves you money in 
the long run,” Banfi eld said. 

Developers can come into the city 
and be attuned to the city’s desires, 
just as other developers are, Hanks 
said. 

“We can just tell people the vision 
and what we are trying to do in the 

community and hopefully have people 
that are interested in doing that in a 
positive way,” Hanks said.

Jake Magee contributed to this report.

Downtown 
Friendswood
Friendswood planned on creating 
a cohesive downtown vision, which 
may be disrupted by HB 2439. 
Here is a map of downtown.

International 
building code:
the foundation of all 
building codes related to 
safety and innovation

National 
electrical code: 
the standard for 
safe installation of 
electrical wiring  

International 
residential code:
minimum regulations 
for one- and two-family 
homes that are three 
stories or less 

Good developers are 
going to build something 
beautiful, and anything 
can go up next to it.

–Brett Banfi eld, Friendswood citizen and 
president at Banfi eld Properties Inc.
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ENCLAVE AT HIGHLAND GLEN
1916 PLEASANT SPRINGS LN. | $429,000 | 281.444.5140

NOTTINGHAM
3302 NOTTINGHAM | $529,000 | 281.997.0726

HUNTERS CREEK ESTATES
1709 HUNTERS COVE | $775,000 | 281.482.0055

©2019 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered 
trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and 
Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our 

intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

GaryGreene.com

6 bedrooms/4.5 bath
Debra Carico
RE/MAX American Dream 832-212-4305

4,944 sq. ft. $550,000 7 bedrooms/3.5 bath
Coleen Etheridge
CAMM Group, Inc. 713-560-3846

$499,900
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FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Friendswood Oaks is located in Harris County, 
near Bay Area Boulevard and East Parkwood 
Drive. The neighborhood is zoned to Clear 
Creek ISD.

Build-out year: 2006

Builders include: Lennar

HOA dues (estimated): $650 annually 

Amenities: granite path with newly planted 
trees, playground, tennis court and covered 
pavilion with tables

Schools:  Landolt Elementary School, 
Brookside Intermediate School and Clear 
Springs High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Friendswood  0.521439
Harris County  0.418600
Harris County  Department 
of Education  0.005200
HCFCD  0.028800
Clear Creek ISD  1.400000
Port Authority  of Houston  0.011660
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.385699

$496,764

FRIENDSWOOD OAKS, 77546 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$105$12,747 81

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 11/6/19

11 4

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD  (OCTOBER 2019)

Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77546 77578 77581 77584

$100,000 or less 20/59 11/43 19/33 52/38

$100,001-$150,000 1/18 1/124 2/28 -

$151,000-$200,000 12/35 6/78 4/15 7/68

$201,000-$250,000 17/47 2/5 22/26 33/22

$250,001-$300,000 6/43 2/34 15/63 36/56

$300,001-$350,000 10/31 12/73 14/57 31/58

$350,001-$400,000 10/21 8/97 4/32 11/60

$400,001-$450,000 5/52 4/36 2/43 2/30

Over $450,000 16/73 1/27 1/24 1/138

MARKET DATA

Price 77546 77578 77581 77584

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

0

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN OCTOBER  2018 VS.  2019

+2.68%

+0.63%

+2.97% -2.40%

Neighborhood data provided by Markeith Spears
BHGRE Gary Greene • 281-997-0726 • markeith.spears@garygreene.com 
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3108 Richard Lane 3429 Queensburg Lane

3228 Salisbury Court 3302 Sussex Way

5 bedrooms/4.5 bath
Rhan Pruitt
1st Texas, Realtors 713-882-3683

5,498 sq. ft. $525,000 4 bedrooms/3.5 bath
James Barnes
Exp Realty LLC. 832-622-6162

3,592 sq. ft. $420,000

5,205 sq. ft.



OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES INCLUDE:

 CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR MUSIC LESSONS!

Hours: Mon. & Fri. 10am - 6pm | Tues. - Thurs. 10am - 7 pm | Sat. 11am - 5pm | Sun. Closed
1411 E. Broadway St., Pearland, TX 77581 | 281-482-0100 | musicstorepearland.com

Family Owned & Operated 
for Over 50 Years

All things music is the name of the game.

• BAND AND ORCHESTRA 
SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES

• DIGITAL PIANOS
• DRUMS
• GUITARS
• PRO AUDIO EQUIPMENT
• VIOLINS & FIDDLE SETUP
• FOLK INSTRUMENTS, 

INCLUDING UKELULES

• SHEET MUSIC
• STRINGED INSTRUMENTS
• MUSIC INSTRUCTION
• REPAIRS AND TRADES
• SHORT-TERM PA SYSTEM 

RENTAL
• PROP RENTALS
• MICROPHONE RENTALS...

AND MORE!

All things music is the name of the game at The Music Factory. 
For more than 50 years, we’ve been the premier music store in 
Pearland, TX, for those looking for new and used instruments, 

music, accessories, and instruction to fill their home with 
the splendor of beautiful music. Whether you’re a novice just 
starting out or a seasoned veteran seeking some supplies or 
unique instruments, we have something to please everybody.

Must present coupon. Expires 
12/14/2019 CI Newspaper

FREE Two 30 Minute
Music Lessons

Guitar, Drums, & Piano
with Sign Up & Registration.

Must present coupon. Expires 
12/14/2019 CI Newspaper

20% OFF
Single Item at Retail

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 12/14/2019

STOCKING STUFFER
BUY ONE; GET ONE FREE

Drumsticks or Guitar Strings
must be of equal or lesser value.

DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY & FITNESS
StrongFound Personal Training .................. 37

DINING
Amici Ristorante Italiano ............................ 34

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburger ..... 38

Italiano’s .................................................... 38

Mikki’s Cafe ............................................... 35

Opus Ocean Grille ..................................... 34

Pena’s Donuts & Diner ............................... 38

Sakura Japanese Steak House .................... 34

The Sandwich Shoppe and Grill ................. 39

Ding Tea .................................................... 39

HOME & GARDEN
A & A Cleaning Services ............................. 37

Home Evolution ......................................... 37

Master Air .................................................. 35

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Vern Insurance Group ................................ 39

RETAIL
Bricks & Minifi gs ........................................ 36

Kid Creations ............................................. 37

Marrone Market......................................... 35

OTHER
Forgotten Angels Foundation .................... 37



Located at 2810 Business Center Drive, Suite 124 • 713-340-1882 • sakurapearland.com

LUNCH SPECIAL
11 am - 3 pm 

Starting at $795

HAPPY HOUR
Monday - Sat. 
3 pm - 7 pm

TUESDAY 
HAPPY HOUR

All evening

$5 off

LUNCH AND DINNER • FULL BAR AVAILABLE
DINE-IN OR TAKE OUT

15% off
up to $30 Discount 

Off er Not Valid for Happy Hour. 
Dine in only. One Coupon per ticket. 

Not Valid with any other off er. 
Excludes Alcohol & Beverages.  
No digital coupons accepted. 

No printed or copied coupon accepted. 
Must present coupon for redemption. 

Expires 12/14/2019

purchase of $30 or more
Off er Not Valid for Happy Hour. 

Dine in only. One Coupon per ticket. 
Not Valid with any other off er. 
Excludes Alcohol & Beverages.  
No digital coupons accepted. 

No printed or copied coupon accepted. 
Must present coupon for redemption. 

Expires 12/14/2019

FREE APPETIZER 
OR DESSERT

WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF TWO ENTREES

MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT VALID WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 12/14/2019

Owner and head chef, Joseph Trama. 
Born in Sicily and providing a fusion 
of both Northern and Southern Italy

Amici
RISTORANTE ITALIANO

NEW HAPPY HOUR
4 PM - 7 PM 

(SUN. THRU THURS.)
10% OFF HOUSE WINES 
AND DOMESTIC BEERS

SMALL BITES STARTING AT $8

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS AT AMICICHEF.COM

WHERE FINE DINING MEETS FAMILY.

HOURS: MON- FRI 4-10PM
SAT 1PM - 10PM, SUN 11AM - 9PM

709 W. Parkwood Ave.Friendswood, TX 77546 
832-569-5736 | www.Amicichef.com

 Follow us on Facebook

MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY 
RESERVATIONS TODAY!

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com34



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH

 610 S. Friendswood Dr, Friendswood, TX 77546
(Next door to Perry’s Grille.)   

www.marronemarket.com | (281) 993-4949 

Unique items
\RX�FDQ¶W�¿QG�anywhere else.

Marrone Market

Enjoy Incredible Shopping! 
Lite Bites and Wine!

Door Prizes!

LESLIE SINCLAIR 
BOOK SIGNING

11 AM - 1 PM

CHRISTMAS 
 OPEN HOUSE

11 AM - 4 PM

JOIN US FOR A

 Like Us | www.masterair.com | 2020 East Broadway St Suite A, Pearland, TX 77581

Call Today!
қЃЉЂҜ�ЅЉІҦЄЃЄЂ

Celebrating
ЄЁӪ�ç0�«³Ҁ

$5 OFF
per customer with a canned food donation. 

ЁԂ�XzÁ0«0³Á�I�«�ЇЁ�x�zÁR³
*With Approved Credit. Valid until 12/14/19.

As Your...
Heating and Coo

ling

TDLRB #006097C TDLRB #B29222 LPG #08019

Bring your new unwrapped toy to receive 
$10 OFF any repair

HELP YOUR COMMUNITY AND SAVE

Residential only. Expires 12/14/19.

Any equipment installs will be entered into a 
GUDZLQJ�IRU�D�KRQH\�EDNHG�KDP�JLIW�FHUWLÀ�FDWH

FREE 
SMOKE 

DETECTOR
With any air handler

FREE 
CARBON MONOXIDE 

DETECTOR
With any furnace install

$125 General Maintenance 
Agreements

*Per system, Residential only. Expires 03/31/20
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9603 BROADWAY STREET STE. 108
PEARLAND, TX
281-919-1506

LET US CATER YOUR 
NEXT EVENT!

www.mikkiscafe.com

NOW OPEN!

SILVERLAKE 
PKWY.

BROADWAY ST.

93

90

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday – Saturday 11AM – 8PM

Sunday 11AM – 7:30PM

REAL SOUL 
FOOD CUISINE

MONDAY - THURSDAY SPECIALS 11AM - 2PM

$7.95
SMOTHERED FRIED CHICKEN, STUFFED 
BELL PEPPERS, FRESH HAM HOCKS & 
CURRY CHICKEN WITH 2 SIDES & CORNBREAD

Let us cater  your  
Thanksgiving meal!

FEEDS 6-8 PEOPLE

 10-12LBS TURKEY

(2) QUARTS CORNBREAD DRESSING

(2) QUARTS GREEN BEANS

(2) QUARTS CANDIED YAMS

(1) PINT GIBLET GRAVY

(12) DINNER ROLLS

CRANBERRY SAUCE

(1) SWEET POTATO PIE

TURKEY DINNER

$139.99



Hyperlocal 
Advertising 

HERE FOR YOUR PRINT AND DIGITAL NEEDS

CONTACT US TODAY
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/ADVERTISE

BUY SELL TRADE
YOUR ONE-STOP LEGO® RESALE STORE… 
AND PARTY PLACE!
We buy, sell and trade all things LEGO®. 

11200 Broadway Street, Suite 710 
Pearland, Texas 77584 

Located in Pearland Town Center

bricksandminifi gs.com
(281) 741-0279

Black Friday 
Special

10% OFF
must spend $50

Valid 11/29 thru 12/1
BROADWAY ST.

K
IR

B
Y

 D
R

.

288

N

COME PLAY WITH US!
LEGO® THEMED PARTIES
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Forgotten 
  Angels 
 Resale Shop

3216 BROADWAY STREET, PEARLAND, TX | 832-243-6463 | FORGOTTENANGELS.ORG

Save 25%
Not valid with any other offer. Must 

present coupon. Expires 12/14/2019

WHEN YOU SPEND $75 OR MORE
STORE WIDE EXCLUDING NEW ITEMS

DONATIONS
WELCOMED!

607 S. Friendswood Dr., Ste. 13 
Friendswood • 832-569-4694 

Kidcreations4me.com

Creative Fabulous Fun
Join Us For Cocoa, Cookies & Crafts Camp
QĴŮƄƌƛƞŇ�ȡȤɵȡȨ�
Holiday Crafts starting at $12 • Ornaments $5

Walk-ins welcome • Visit our studio today!

INSPIRING YOU
TO FITNESS THROUGH 
KNOWLEDGE

$99 
21 DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL

T R I A L  I N C L U D E S

3 weeks training 
with coach and gym access

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. MUST PRESENT CI 
NEWSPAPER COUPON. EXPIRES 12/14/2019

WE’VE EXPANDED! WE ARE A FULLY-FURNISHED TRAINING GYM.
• Double the square footage
• Additional one-of-a-kind fitness equipment
• Added amenities such as a Recovery Bar

Meet Seena Khonsari, CEO & FOUNDER 
of STRONGFOUND PERSONAL TRAINING

STRONGFOUND’S MISSION
By providing compassionate leadership through 

thoughtfully designed exercise programs, our goal 
is to transform lives; empowering our members 

with a strong foundation of exercise, social 
support, and wellness behaviors. 

2540 E Broadway St, Pearland, TX 77581  |  713-283-4980  |  346-207-8180  

ONE-ON-ONE TRAINING • SEMI-PRIVATE TRAINING • EXCLUSIVE GYM ACCESS • RECOVERY BAR HOURS: MON-FRI: 5AM-8PM | SAT 7AM-2PM | CLOSED SUN

 www.strongfoundtraining.com

Hardwood • Carpet • Luxury Vinyl • Cabinets • Laminate • Ceramic Tile • Porcelain
Countertops • Painting • Bathrooms • Roofing • Full Home Remodeling

HOME
EVOLUTION

EVOLVE YOUR HOME TO 
YOUR DREAM

0%

5517 Broadway Ste. H, Pearland TX 77581 • M-F: 10am-6pm Sat: 10am-3pm • www.homeevolution.org • facebook.com/homeevolutionfl ooring
Call for a free quote today! 832-788-9396

Laminate with beveled edge: 99¢sf
Financing
Available

Wood Ceramic Tile 6x24: 99¢sf

$30 OFF FIRST CLEANING

with Coupon Only. 

$10 off 2nd Cleaning 
$10 off 3rd Cleaning

Business of the Year
by the Pearland Chamber of Commerce

Member of Pearland & Alvin Manvel
Chamber of Commerce

Recipient of Blue Ribbon Award
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

J]ka\]flaYd';gee]j[aYd�G^Ú�[]k���;gee]j[aYd�DYof�K]jna[]���;gehd]l]�>dggj�;Yj]
;gee]j[aYd�Oaf\gok���=pl]fkan]�LjYafaf_�Yf\�ImYdalq�;gfljgd���Afkmj]\�Yf\�:gf\]\

281.489.8614281.489.8614
www.aacleaningservices.comwww.aacleaningservices.com
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LET US CATER YOUR 
        HOLIDAY EVENT!
CALL US FOR YOUR CATERING NEEDS:

832-971-8400
ASK FOR AL OR SUSIE

Lunch
Specials

STARTING AT $6.45

11710 Broadway St #102 | Pearland, TX 77584
ITALIANOSRESTAURANT.NET

281-812-7662

Locally owned
OVER 24 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.

NEW YORK STYLE PIZZA

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SUN-THURS: 11AM-9:30PM | FRI-SAT: 11AM-10:30PM

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
1705-B Fry Road
KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E.
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 12.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

HHOOUUSSTON ARETON ARETON AREAA LOCAT LOCATA LOCATAA LOCATA IONS

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

eddy’s locations.

 LOCAT LOCATIIOONNSS

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.
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GRAND OPENING! 

,Ë4��Í��}���,���}
,Ë�Ë4}���,�������}
������}�Ë4�����}

WE CATER 
FOR ALL 
EVENTS

THE SANDWICH 
SHOPPE AND GRILLE

Try One Of Our Gourmet 
Sandwiches With One Of Our 

Gourmet Condiments
Strawberry Mustard
Blueberry Mustard

Sundried Tomato Mayonnaise 
Wasabi Mayonnaise 

9603 BROADWAY ST., PEARLAND, TX 
346-374-7951

Teas the SeasonTeas the Season

Kir
by

Dr.

28
8

Broadway St.

Business 
Center Dr.

3422 BUSINESS CENTER DR. STE 142, PEARLAND, TX  
281-741-8710 • SUN-THURS 11AM-9PM • FRI-SAT 11AM-10PM

Be social with us!
DINGTEA.PEARLAND         DINGTEAPEARLAND

20% OFF
YOUR DRINK ORDER

(UP TO 4 DRINKS)
Pearland Location Only. Coupon not valid with any other promotions. 

Excludes Foods. Limit One Coupon Per Transaction. Must present coupon for 
redemption. Digital/Printed version NOT acceptable. Expires 12/16/2019

Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella
We Sell Flood Insurance!

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
&DOO�2XU�2I¿�FH�	�6DYH�7RGD\��6H�KDEOD�HVSDxRO�

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!
1R�:LQGVWRUP�,QVSHFWLRQ

(WPI8) NOT Required
Convenient Pay Plans

:ULWWHQ�7KURXJK�$�5DWHG�&RPSDQLHV
&RPSDQLRQ�3ROLF\�'LVFRXQWV
&RPSUHKHQVLYH�3ROLFLHV��

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com
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Original
You don’t follow trends, you set them.  
So do we. When we opened our doors in 
2012, we created a brand new model of 
ĐĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆƉĞĐƟŶŐ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ŽŶĞͲŽĨͲĂͲŬŝŶĚ�ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ�
ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ŚŝŐŚͲƌŝƐŬ�ƉƌĞŐŶĂŶĐŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĮŶĂůůǇ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƌĐƵŝƚ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�
children from before birth to adulthood. 
The landscape of mother/baby care  
hasn’t been the same since.

A leader is born.
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