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Thousands of retailers have closed 
their brick-and-mortar stores, spelling 
disaster for many U.S. malls. Yet Katy 
Mills—as it celebrated its 20th anni-
versary Oct. 28—boasts of more than 
175 stores across its 1.2 million leasable 
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square feet, according to the mall’s 
owner. In 2018, the mall had a 97.3% 
occupancy rate.  

Katy Mills is the city of Katy’s largest 
employer with about 3,200 employees 
and the largest property taxpayer with 
a total taxable value of $125.1 million 
in 2017, according to city documents. 

“We’ve absolutely been the engine 

Shoppers can stop by the recently remodeled food court at Katy Mills mall. 
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‘Financial engine’ Katy Mills turns 20 years old
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As US costs increase, Katy, Fulshear 
drop glass from recycling programs
BY NOLA Z. VALENTE

As recycling costs continue to increase, more munici-
palities across the U.S. are minimizing their recycling pro-
grams, and Katy and Fulshear are no exception. 

“I thought it was just a Katy-speci� c issue with our 
contractor,” Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris said. “The 
whole recycling world—everywhere is having some of the 
same issues we are.”

Katy increased its monthly recycling service rate from 
$3.57 to $4.44, about a 24% increase, e� ective Nov. 30.

The change was in response to a request from David Agu-
ilar—the municipal services manager at Republic Services, 

CONTINUED ON 34 SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, CITY OF FULSHEAR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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As recycling costs continue to increase, more munici-
palities across the U.S. are minimizing their recycling pro-

THE COST OF RECYCLING
Both the cities of Katy and Fulshear have 

had to increase recycling rates as costs 

across the country continue to rise.

Breaking downBreaking down
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Both the cities of Katy and Fulshear have 

Breaking down

$4.91

Tax revenue from the local mall has 
helped build infrastructure in Katy
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in West Houston & Katy

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced treatments, 
our leading cancer care is available in West Houston and Katy. 
We offer personalized guidance and support, so you can focus 
on healing, surviving and thriving.

West Houston-Katy

PARK ROW DR.
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

The holidays are upon us, and that 
means a � urry of seasonal festivities and 
shopping.

We have a wonderful variety of holiday 
activities happening in late November 
and early December, from family-friendly 
festivals to tree lightings and more. 

Check out the possibilities in our 
expanded To-do List (see Pages 10-13).  
There are several local gi�  markets to 
help you � nd the perfect present for your 
loved ones. 

Speaking of shopping, take a look at 
the renovated Katy Mills, which cele-
brated its 20th anniversary Oct. 28. Learn 
all the details in the front-page story (see 

Page 32), as well as how this retail entity 
has contributed and continues to contrib-
ute to the Katy economy.

Our other front-page story (see Page 34) 
details the new challenges to our city’s 
recycling e� orts.  A change in the world 
market for recyclables is starting to a� ect 
us right here in the Katy area. Recycling 
is a cause near and dear to my heart, and 
I encourage you to reduce, reuse and 
recycle as much as you can.  

Other stories you won’t want to miss 
include election results (see Page 23) and 
an examination of the status of a poten-
tial driver’s license facility here in Katy 
(see Page 19).

’Tis the season for shopping and family fun

© 2019 Community Impact Newspaper Co. All Rights 
Reserved. No reproduction of any portion of this issue is 
allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Proudly 
printed by:

Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to ktyfeedback@
communityimpact.com.
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This month’s front-page story examines the impact 
Katy Mills has had on the Katy community to cele-
brate the mall’s 20th anniversary. 

On Oct 28, 1999, crowds convened at 5000 Katy 
Mills Circle for the grand opening of Katy Mills. 

“It was wall to wall [with] people,” recalled Katy 
Mayor Bill Hastings. “You were literally shoulder to 
shoulder and pretty much at the crowd’s mercy as to 
where you went.”

Hank Schmidt, who was the Katy mayor in 1999, 
said all the businesses in the mall held grand open-
ings, describing it as a communitywide event. But 
residents were not the only ones who stopped by the 
opening event.  

“I drove out from Houston to visit Katy Mills,” 
said D. R. Finley, then a Clear Lake resident. “It was 
exciting and fun. ... On the grand opening, it was 
very bustling.”

What was it like to be at Katy Mills on the 
mall’s opening day 20 years ago? 

Correction: 

Volume 8, Issue 2

Page 20: The METRO bond 
referendum was $3.5 billion, 
not $3.5 million.
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GRAND LAKES
3930 AVALON GARDEN LN.

281.646.1136 | $425,000

CINCO RANCH
3307 SCENIC FALLS LN.

JENNIFER WAHOUB | 281.896.4798 | $700,000

LAFFITE’S COVE
13315 BINNACLE WAY

SUE JOHNSON | 409.682.9050 | $899,000

PENDING

CINCO RANCH
4314 RED OAK GROVE CT.
281.646.1136 | $425,000

GRAND LAKES
3915 BELL HOLLOW LN.

RITA DONNELLY | 832.236.4762 | $545,000

SALE OR LEASE

SEVEN MEADOWS
23814 TRAVIS TRAIL

MOLLY EATON | 256.527.1558 | $650,000
Katy Offi ce

23922 Cinco Village Center #123 
Katy,TX 77494

GaryGreene.com

281.646.1136
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IMPACTS
opening celebration Nov. 2. The location 
is owned an operated by locals Randy and 
Sandy Craft. The brand provides day care, 
before- and after-school programs, and 
summer camps for children between the 
ages of 6 weeks and 12 years. The Katy 
location includes a security-controlled 
building and age-appropriate playgrounds. 
281-407-1818. www.childrenslighthouse.
com/jordanranch 

  6  Lifetime Learners Child Development 
Center opened a second location at 30505 
Kingsland Blvd., Brookshire, near Jordan 
Ranch, on Nov. 4, said Tim Jones, who helps 
his daughter, Dana Legarde, run the day 
care. The new 9,700-square-foot location 
includes eight classrooms and an all-pur-
pose room. Lifetime Learners provides day 
care as well as before- and after-school care 
for children between the ages of 6 weeks to 
12 years. The business employees certi-
fi ed teachers. The fi rst location is at 6734 
Westheimer Lakes North Drive, Stes. 101 
and 102, Katy. 281-394-5437. 
http://lifetimelearnerskaty.com 

  7  Title Boxing Club Katy opened 
mid-October at 25031 Westheimer Park-
way, Ste.100, Katy. The business offers 
boxing, kickboxing and mixed martial arts 
classes that include a warmup, rounds of 
punches and kicks, active rest, core work 
and a cooldown. All guests, regardless 
of fi tness level, can receive a full-body 
workout within 30-, 45-, 60- and 75-min-
ute classes or private training sessions. 
281-394-3525. www.titleboxingclub.com/
katy-creek-tx/ 

  8  Rachael’s Hallmark Shop opened a 
new store Nov. 1 at 2850 W. Grand Park-
way N., Ste. 150, Katy, inside the Grand 
Morton Town Center. The retail store sells 
cards, stationery, ornaments, home decor 
and fashion accessories. Also known as 
Rachael’s Gifts, the collection of Hallmark 
stores includes 14 family-owned and -oper-
ated locations across the Greater Houston 
area. Two other Katy-area stores are locat-
ed at 22116 Westheimer Parkway, Katy and 
1723 Fry Road, Katy. 281-578-7672. 
www.rachaelshallmark.com

  9  Petco opened a new store at 2844 W. 
Grand Parkway N., Katy, on Sept. 3. This 
location includes a pet hospital, cat adop-
tions, dog grooming services, self-serve 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding
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NOW OPEN

  1  Cooper’s Old Time Pit Bar-B-Que
opened at 24205 Katy Freeway, Katy, on 
Nov. 8.  The restaurant serves a menu of 
barbecue ribs, brisket, pork chops, chicken, 
turkey and other meats. Sides include po-
tato salad, coleslaw and corn. There are fi ve 
other locations of Cooper’s in Llano, New 
Braunfels, Fort Worth, Austin and College 
Station. 281-392-2227. 
www.coopersbbqkaty.com 

  2  4 Paws at Fulshear Veterinary Clinic 
started seeing clients at the beginning of 
September at 8418 Syms St., Fulshear, and 
held a grand opening Oct. 5. The clinic 
offers vaccinations, dental services to treat 
oral diseases, surgeries, microchipping and 
diagnostic imaging such as X-rays and ul-
trasounds. Cold laser therapy, a procedure 
used to help reduce pain and infl ammation 
is also available. 281-801-1444. 
www.fourpawsfulshear.com 

  3  Kinokuniya Bookstore began soft 
opening events Oct. 14 at 23330 Grand 
Circle Blvd., Ste. 140, Katy, according to a 
press release. The retailer sells books, mag-
azines and stationery from Japan, including 
manga, graphic novels and anime. The Katy 
location is 4,000 square feet and includes a 
maker space for events, such as workshops 
and lectures. This is Kinokuniya’s fi rst 
Greater Houston-area location and fourth 
store in Texas. 832-437-6232. 
www.usa.kinokuniya.com

  4  ThisIsLivin Properties and ThisIsLiv-
in Homes opened at The Historic Morrison 
Freeman Home at 5502 Fifth St., Katy, on 
Oct. 18, ThisIsLiving Properties owner and 
founder Jodi Gauthier said. ThisIsLiving 
is a family-owned business that provides 
buying, selling, leasing and renovation 
services for residential and commercial real 
estate. The offi ces are located within a his-
toric home built in 1898, and the ThisIsLivin 
team spent nearly a year renovating the 
space. 713-492-5700. 
www.thisislivinhomes.com

  5  Children’s Lighthouse of Jordan 
Ranch located at 2602 Jordan Ranch 
Blvd., Brookshire, near Katy, held a grand 
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Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

Expect BetterSM from your Katy neighbors!
As your neighbors, who better to tell the story 

of our community and your home.
Put our energy, enthusiasm and market expertise 

to work for you, 
getting you the results you deserve!
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dog wash station and pet trainings. It also 
offers retail items such as pet food, toys 
and other supplies. 346-307-8133. 
www.petco.com

 10 Memorial Hermann Sports Park, 
23960 Katy Freeway, Katy, celebrated its 
grand opening Oct. 12 with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. The 50,000-square-foot, 
two-story facility consists of the Memorial 
Hermann Ironman Sports Medicine Insti-
tute; a Memorial Hermann Medical Group 
primary care clinic; and an Athlete Training 
and Health training center with an adult 
fi tness space, a weight room and an indoor 
turf fi eld, according to a press release for 
the event. There will also be an outdoor 
turf fi eld that will host several community 
sports leagues. The facility is a partnership 
between Memorial Hermann Health Sys-
tem and ATH. 281-644-7880. 
www.memorialhermann.org/locations/
memorial-hermann-sports-park/

COMING SOON

 11  Resort-style athletic club and spa 
VillaSport plans to open a new location 
at 9930 Gaston Road, Katy, in early 2020. 
The 90,000-square-foot facility will have 
basketball courts, group studios for fi tness 
classes, more than 120 cardio machines, 
workout equipment, indoor and outdoor 
pools, and a 12,000-square-foot children’s 
area. 346-322-2468. www.villasport.com

 12 Mr. Jan’s Math Class will open a new 
location at Churchill Farms Retail Center 
at 4030 FM 1463, Katy, in early 2020, 
said Jack Gaffney, an associate with Finial 
Group, which represented the landlord 
in the lease. The tutoring company helps 
students become better at math, science, 
state assessments, the ACT and the SAT. 
Mr. Jan’s Math Class has three other loca-
tions in the Greater Houston area in Sugar 
Land, Richmond and Katy on South Fry 
Road. 281-313-6284. 
www.mrjansmathclass.com

 13 Elevate Hair Salon plans to open on 
Dec. 3 at 4020 FM 1463, Katy. The busi-
nesses provides hair services, including 
coloring, Brazilian blowouts, haircuts and 
styling for special occasions. A grand open-
ing celebration is slated for Dec. 13. 
www.elevatehairsalon.com  

RELOCATIONS

 14 U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul, a Republi-
can representing the 10th district of Texas, 
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Oct. 11 for 
his new offi ce at 1526 Katy Gap Road, Ste. 
803, Katy. The offi ce relocated from the 
Katy Commerce Center, 1773 Westborough 
Drive, Katy. The new space is larger and 
will allow more of the congressman’s staff 
members to work out of Katy, Communica-
tions Director Rachel Walker said. McCaul 
has four other offi ce locations in Tomball, 
Brenham, Austin and Washington, D.C. 
281-505-6130. https://mccaul.house.gov

 15  Insurance agent Chris Mallett relo-
cated his State Farm offi ce Oct. 18 to 
25120 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 100, Katy. The 
offi ce was previously located at  22100 
Westheimer Parkway, Katy, since 2004. 
Mallett and his team provide insurance 
services for auto, home, apartments, busi-
ness, life and disability as well as fi nancial 
services. 281-828-2700. 
www.chrismallettinsurance.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

 16 Katy Rock Shop at 535 Pin Oak Road, 
Katy, has new owners. Bruce and Carol 
Huff, who opened the store in October 
2012, passed the ownership to Jacob and 
Astrid Proctor in October. The Proctors 
are geologists and have taken hundreds of 
photos of mines and miners in Brazil and 
collected rocks, Jacob Proctor said. The 
Huffs sponsored several of the Proctors’ 
Brazilian exports while the Proctors were a 
shop supplier. Katy Rock Shop sells jewelry, 
polished stones, minerals and fossils. 
832-437-4733. www.katyrockshop.com  

EXPANSIONS

 17 Phat Eatery, located at 23119 Colonial 
Parkway, Ste. B2, Katy, in Katy Asian Town, 
is pursing an expansion in mid-November 
that will double its dining space to 100 
seats and expand its waiting area and 
storage space, according to a press release. 

The owner plans to lease out part of the 
new space to other vendors. 832-913-6382. 
www.phateatery.com 

CLOSINGS

 18 Mason Jar at 727 W. Grand Parkway 
S., Katy, closed Oct. 7. It had opened in 

February. The American restaurant closed 
due to the reorganization of management, 
according to a sign posted on the door. As 
of Nov. 11, the phone, website and Face-
book page were no longer operating. The 
longtime Houston restaurant was previous-
ly located at 9005 Katy Freeway, Houston, 
but closed in 2016.

  3    9  

 16  11 

 COMPILED BY CLAIRE ALLBRIGHT, 
JEN PARA AND NOLA Z. VALENTE

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Mia’s Table opened Oct. 16 at 23235 Kingsplace Drive, Katy. The restaurant offers a 
homestyle menu of fried chicken, meatloaf, ribs and pork chops along with burgers, 
tacos, sandwiches and seafood dishes. The brand is part of the Houston-based Johnny 
Carrabba Family of Restaurants and has three other locations in Houston, Webster and 
Shenandoah. 281-712-1500. www.miastable.com

  A  



Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

Giving patients an accurate diagnosis means giving them the right treatment plan and the best hope 
of beating cancer, from the start. At MD Anderson Cancer Center, our world-renowned 

pathologists correct a new patient’s initial diagnosis from another hospital up to 25 percent of the time.
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Dr. Lavinia Middleton  |  Cancer Physician

“I’m an expert at finding you, cancer”

LEAGUE CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS   |   WEST HOUSTON
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*Starbucks gift card promotion valid until 12/31/19.
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IN THE NEWS

  9  Maud Smith Marks Branch Library, 
located at 1815 Westgreen Blvd., Katy, held 
an event Oct. 31 to celebrate the opening of 
the George and Barbara Bush Family Place. 
A Family Place Library is a space inside the 
branch library for toddlers and young chil-
dren with toys, games, puzzles, books and 
materials for parents to encourage early 
literacy learning and  promote interaction 
between a caregiver and child. Maud Marks 
Library is one of eight branches of the 
Harris County Public Library system that 
received funding from the Barbara Bush 
Houston Literacy Foundation and Phillips 
66 for a Family Place Library. 
832-927-7860. www.hcpl.net/branch/
maud-smith-marks-branch-library

NOW OPEN

  1  Bombshells Restaurant & Bar
opened at 20516 Katy Freeway, Katy, on 
Oct. 22, according to a press release. 
The military-themed restaurant resem-
bles an aircraft hangar and is fi lled with 
military memorabilia. The Katy location 
includes an 8,200-square-foot interior with 
seating for 400, more than 100 TVs and a 
2,400-square-foot patio. The brand offers 
discounts on meals for veterans and active 
members of the U.S. military. 
346-322-4805. www.4bombshells.com

  2  The British Depot held a grand open-
ing at 21969 Katy Freeway, Katy, in Mason 
Village on Oct. 26.  The business sells 

imported food items from England, such as 
cookies, chocolate, chips and jams as well 
as gift items. The fi rst location of The British 
Depot is located at 32907 Tamina Road, 
Magnolia. 832-437-1767. 
www.thebritishdepot.com 

  3  Big Z’s Pizza House & Brew opened 
Oct. 18 at 2004 S. Mason Road, Ste. A1, 
Katy. The restaurant’s menu is made from 
scratch and includes Chicago-fare such as 
deep dish pizza, Italian beef sandwiches 
and hot dogs. Other menu items include 
pasta, gyros and burritos. It also offers TVs 
for sports and a bar for drinks. Brothers 
Bob Zincoris and Tony Perry founded the 
eatery. 281-574-1788. 
www.bigzspizza.com 

  4  DaddyO’s Pizza opened a new loca-
tion at 6356 S. Peek Road, Ste. 1100, Katy, 
on Oct. 28. The restaurant offers a menu 
of pizza, calzones, subs, wings, pastas and 
salads. Dessert lovers can bite into choco-
late fudge cake or cheesecake. 
346-377-0777. www.daddyospizza.com 

COMING SOON

  5  Summer Moon plans to open in 
mid-November at Kingsland Plaza at 19901 
Kingsland Blvd., Katy, according to a press 
release from KM Realty, which represents 
the shopping center. The brand crafts 
coffee made from fi re-roasted beans. Ryan 
Richardson is Summer Moon’s Houston 
licensee, and there are 17 other locations 
across Texas. 512-804-1665 (Austin store). 
www.woodfi redcoffee.com

RELOCATIONS

  6  Jeff Haas Mazda relocated to 16711 
Katy Freeway, Houston, from 11222 
Katy Freeway, Houston, on Oct. 21. 
The new dealership location includes a 
60,000-square-foot facility that can hold 
about 600 cars. The dealership sells new 
and preowned Mazda vehicles and includes 
an on-site auto parts department and 
service center. 713-932-6004. 
www.jeffhaasmazda.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

  7  Mason Park Medical Clinic located 
at 21770 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, has a new 
owner. Dr. Quyen Trinh took over the 
practice in September after his sister who 
founded the clinic over 20 years ago died 
in April. Trinh is a board-certifi ed family 
practice physician.  281-646-0740. 
www.masonparkmedical.com

ANNIVERSARIES

  8  Pregnancy Help Center of West Hous-
ton, located at 1450 E. Summitry Circle, 
Katy, celebrated its 30th anniversary with a 
banquet on Oct. 17. The nonprofi t clinic pro-
vides free and confi dential care to women 
with unplanned pregnancies. Its services 
include pregnancy testing, peer counseling, 
mentoring and a limited ultrasound. 
281-578-0078. www.phckaty.org  

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding  COMPILED BY JEN PARA

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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TO-DO LIST
HOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAYHOLIDAY

GUIDEGUIDE

F U L S H E A R ’ S  A N N U A L
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
F u l s h e a r  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  9 3 0 2  C h a r g e r  W a y ,  7 7 4 4 1
Saturday | Dec. 7, 2019 6-9PM

PARADE BEGINS AT 6 PM | SOUTH ON CHARGER WAY

CRAFT VENDORS!  FOOD TRUCKS!  LIVE MUSIC WITH NICK 
AND THE GROOVE! SANTA!  KIDS’ PLAY AREA! FIREWORKS!

 CALL 832-600-3221 FOR MORE DETAILS • WWW.FULSHEARKATY.COM

Specializing in Complete 
Residential Remodeling

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED IN KATY, TX
713-206-9676 |  DGBPROS.COM

 Kitchen Remodeling
 Bathroom Remodeling
�Room Additions/

Re-Configurations

�Outdoor Kitchens, 
Patios, and Pergolas
Custom Built-Ins
And more

FREE CONSULTATIONS | FULLY INSURED

6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy
281-788-4297
www.homefortheholidaysgiftmarket.com 

SHOW DE CABALLOS DE PASO FINO AND 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Nov. 23-24: This two-day festival 
will include equestrian competitions, 
food, dancing, live music and vendor 
booths. Santa Claus will also attend 
and be available for photos. Attendees 
are encouraged to donate toys to give 
to children in Columbia and Venezuela. 
Noon-8 p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Sun.). Free (admission), $10 (park-
ing). 

Great Southwest Equestrian Center
2501 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-250-0260
www.facebook.com/
events/419182688781459/ 

FUNDRAISING EVENT
Nov. 24: To help Katy-based nonprofi t 
Stuff the Sleigh gather donations, a 
fundraiser event will be held at Central 
Green inside LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. 
Activities include “Nutcracker” perfor-
mances, taekwondo demonstrations, 
face painting and a photo booth. Stuff 
the Sleigh provides gifts to families with 
children with cancer and hematological 
conditions.  3-6 p.m. Free (admission).

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
www.facebook.com/
events/1324769244367876/

FESTIVAL OF TREES
Nov. 29-30: Cane Island hosts the 
second annual festival to raise money 
for local nonprofi t The Ballard House. 
The two-day event includes decorat-
ed holiday trees and wreaths, which 
attendees can purchase and learn how 
to replicate. The event will also have live 
entertainment, food trucks and a fi re pit 
for roasting marshmallows. Children’s 
activities include infl atables, a petting 
zoo and balloon artists. Santa will also 
be there for photos. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (Fri.), 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sat.). $5 (general ad-
mission for children, seniors, veterans), 
$10 (general admission for adults), 
$25 (general admission family pass), 
$20 (holiday designer workshop), 
$30 (breakfast with Santa, adult), $15 
(breakfast with Santa, children ages 
3-12), $75 (holiday gala).

2100 Cane Island Parkway, Katy
281-725-6555
www.bhfot.org

‘Tis the season to 
celebrate cooler weather, 
enjoy holiday breaks and 
spend time with family. 
The Katy area has plenty 
of events and activities to 
explore this winter.

FUNDRAISING EVENT
Nov. 22: The Christian Business Fel-
lowship Association is hosting a party 
to benefi t Supply Bridge Ministries, 
an organization providing resources 
to those hit by a natural disaster. The 
family-friendly event includes a meal, 
raffl es, silent auction and games. 
Donations of unused, travel-sized toi-
letries will be accepted. 6-9 p.m. $40 
(individual ticket), $70 (two tickets), 
sponsorships available.

iRACE Entertainment.
24984 Katy Ranch Road, Katy
832-232-2049.
www.facebook.com/
events/942627296096921/

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS GIFT MARKET
Nov. 22-24: The 12th annual market 
will be held at the Katy ISD Merrell Cen-
ter. Shoppers who want fi rst pick of the 
items can pay extra to shop earlier than 
general admission on Friday. 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. (Fri. fi rst-call shopping), 1-8 p.m. 
(Fri. general admission), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Sat.), 11 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sun.). Free (park-
ing, children 12 and under), $6 (general 
admission), $10 (fi rst-call shopping).

KATY ISD 

W I N T E R  B R E A K
Last day of class: Dec. 20

First day back to school: Jan. 7

Nov. 22: LaCenterra Tree Lighting
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch will light a 
51-foot Christmas tree and host activi-
ties, such as music, food and drink and 
photos with Santa.

 6-9 p.m. Free.
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd, Katy
www.facebook.com/
events/574397549963641/

Dec. 1: Fulshear’s Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony
The Fulshear Chamber of Commerce 
and the city of Fulshear will light a tree 
in front of Ace Hardware .

5:30 p.m. Free. 
8411 FM 359, Fulshear
832-600-3221.
https://mms.fulshearkaty.com/Calendar
/moreinfo_responsive.php?eventid
=353679&org_id=FKAC

Dec. 5: Mayor’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting
The city of Katy will light a tree in 
downtown Katy. There will be choir 
and dance performances along with 
hot chocolate and cookies. 

6:30-9:30 p.m. Free.
Katy City Hall, 901 Ave. C., Katy
281-391-4800
www.cityofkaty.com/Home/Components/
Calendar/Event/323/161

HOLIDAY TREE 

LIGHTINGS
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In business since 1973
1010 Greenbusch Rd., Katy, Texas 77494 | www.lagunapools.com | 281.392.8833

Sometimes the best gifts don’t fi t under the tree

CARING SANTA
Dec. 1, 8: Katy Mills with the Autism 
Speaks organization hosts Santa Claus 
in a welcoming environment for children 
with special needs. Professional photos 
will be available to purchase. 9:30-11 
a.m. Free (registration encouraged).

5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy
281-644-5015
www.eventbrite.com/e/caring-santa-
tickets-77508803919?aff=ebapi

KATY OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Dec. 1: Katy Market Day will host the 
10th annual festival in downtown Katy. 
The market will include vendors selling 
produce, crafts, antiques clothing and 
jewelry. Additionally, the event will have 
carolers, food trucks, a beer garden, live 
entertainment, photos with Santa and 
50,000 pounds of snow for children to 
play in. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free (admission).

Katy City Hall
901 Ave. C, Katy
281-391-1993
https://katymarketday.com/event/
dec-1st-2018-katy-old-fashioned-
christmas-festival/

GIVING TUESDAY
Dec. 3: On the Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving, a dozen local nonprof-

its— including Clothed by Faith and 
Christ Clinic—will gather at No Label 
Brewing Co. to celebrate Giving Tues-
day, which encourages donations after 
the consumer holidays Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday. The Katy event 
also encourages the community to 
donate their time to volunteer. Event 
activities include a raffl e and a pie-in-
the-face for the nonprofi t directors. 
Food trucks will be available. 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Free (admission).

5351 First St., Katy
832-646-4505
ww.givingtuesdaykaty.org

HOLIDAY 5K
Dec. 7: Cardiff Junior High School is 
hosting a 5K to spread cheer and raise 
money to support local students, fam-
ilies and Katy ISD Police Department 
Santa Cops, which donates holiday gifts 
to students. Participants are encour-
aged to wear an ugly sweater, Santa hat 
or holiday-themed pajamas. After the 
race, runners can get a photo with San-
ta, enjoy carols and make ornaments. 
9 a.m.-noon. $10-$20 (per runner).

3900 Dayfl ower Drive
281-234-0600
www.eventbrite.com/e/cardiff-jr-high-
holiday-5k-fundraiser-registration-
76819618547  
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WORTH THE TRIP

Dec. 14: Christmas Boat 

Lane Parade
The Clear Lake Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosts the annual parade in 
which more than 60 decorated boats 
travel the Clear Lake Channel from 
the South Shore Harbor Marina and 
Nassau Bay Lagoon to Galveston Bay. 
This year’s event includes a new route 
through the Constellation Pointe/
Davis Road Canal.

6-8:30 p.m. Free. 
Multiple locations, including Kemah 
Boardwalk at 215 Kipp Ave., Kemah 
281-488-7676. 
www.facebook.com/
events/986873944988297/
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The Christmas Boat Parade will have holiday-decorated boats. 

Dec. 6-8: Vintage Market Days
Shoppers can fi nd vintage items at this 
craft fest held at the Fort Bend County 
Fairgrounds. Vendors include artisans 
and crafters selling antiques, clothing, 
decor, food and plants. The event will 
include food trucks for snacks and 
meals. Purchased admission tickets are 
honored for the entire weekend, and 
shoppers can pay extra for admission on 
Friday.

10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Fri. early buying event), 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sun.). 
Free (children under 12 years old), $5 (gen-
eral admission), $10 (early buying event).
4310 Hwy. 36 S., Rosenberg
www.vintagemarketdays.com/market/
southwest-houston/

 CONTINUED ON 13
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To schedule an appointment or check in online, visit 
memorialhermann.org/ccc or call 281.778.1105.

Taking care of you and your family is what we do best. For primary care, 24-hour ER, physical therapy, diagnostic lab and 
24-hour imaging services, you can visit the Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center in Katy to see how we deliver on 
our promise to get you well and keep you well..

22430 Grand Corner Dr.
Katy, TX 77494

Located at the northeast corner of the 
Grand Parkway and Westpark Tollway.

Everything you need. Right in Katy.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12
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CANDY CANE MARKET
Dec. 7: The Real Craftwives of Katy will 
host this market with more than 60 
vendors. Santa will be in attendance, 
and the event will also include food 
trucks and signature drinks. 11 a.m. 
Free (admission).

Cane Island Visitor’s Center
2100 Cane Island Parkway, Katy
281-725-6555
www.facebook.com/
events/1170723959782913/

FULSHEAR FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
Dec. 7: Fulshear-Katy Area Chamber 
of Commerce with the city of Fulshear 
will host this annual event, which will 
include live music played by local 
band Nick and The Groove. Activities 
include a, market for purchasing 
gifts, food trucks, photos with Santa, 
fi reworks and a children’s area. The 
parade begins at 6 p.m.  6-9 p.m. Free. 

Fulshear High School
9302 Charger Way, Fulshear
832-600-3221
www.facebook.com/events/fulshear-
katy-area-chamber-of-commerce/
fulshears-festival-of-lights/
943368429358350/

PANCAKES WITH SANTA
Dec. 7: Santa Claus will be stopping by 
Katy Fire Station No. 1 to eat pancakes 
with children and adults. Proceeds 
from the event will go the Katy Profes-
sional Firefi ghters Association and the 
KT Firefi ghters Scholarship Fund. 
7:30-10:30 a.m. $5. 

1417 Ave. D, Katy
281-391-3500
www.facebook.com/
events/2588289128071114/

CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR
Dec. 7: Second Baptist Church-West 
Campus will have charted buses to 
tour fi ve Katy-area homes decorated 
for the holiday season. The event also 

includes a reception at the church. 
There will be two tours from noon-3:30 
p.m. and 4-7:30 p.m. Free.

19449 Katy Freeway, Katy
713-465-3408
www.facebook.com/
events/1123028517896646

SANTA’S SLEIGH 
Dec. 7-8: Local nonprofi t Katy Christian 
Ministries will accept donations for its 
Santa’s Sleigh program. Those interest-
ed in adopting one of the nonprofi t’s 
888 identifi ed children or seniors in 
need of holiday gifts can sign up on 
KCM’s website. Last year, the program 
helped more than 700 children and se-
nior adults celebrate the holiday season 
despite fi nancial diffi culties. 
Noon-7 p.m. $75-$125 per adoptee.

Trinity Faith Church
5900 10th St., Katy
281-391-9623
www.ktcm.org/santassleigh

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Dec. 7, 14, 21 and 24: At the Rain-
forest Cafe, children—and an accom-
panying adult—can eat at a breakfast 
buffet with Santa. The event includes 
raffl es, prizes, goodie bags and fun 
activities. 8-10 a.m. Free (children 3 
and younger), $13.98 (Children ages 
4-10), $21.82 (Children and adults 11 
and older).

5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy.
281-644-6200
https://specials.rainforestcafe.com/
breakfast-with-santa/

NUTCRACKER BALLET
Dec. 8: Connolly Dance Arts will 
perform “The Nutcracker” at Morton 
Ranch High School. The ballet features 
a magical adventure after Clara receives 
a toy nutcracker for Christmas. 3 p.m. 
$12 (general admission), $20 (priority 
seating). 281-693-1232.

21000 Franz Road, Katy
281-693-1232
www.facebook.com/
events/761330900991260/

MESSIAH SINGALONG
Dec. 8: St. Peter’s United Methodist 
Church’s Chancel Choir and orchestra 
will perform a portion of Frideric Han-
del’s “Messiah.” Attendees are encour-
aged to sing along, and child care will 
be provided. Scores of the music will be 
available to view or purchase. 
7-9 p.m. Free.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-492-8031
www.stpkaty.org/messiah-singalong/

WINTER PAINTING PARTY
Dec. 12: Art Museum TX, formerly 
known as CAM Fort Bend, will host a 
painting party with drinks and light 
bites. A portion of the ticket price 
will benefi t the museum located in 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. 6:30-9 
p.m. $45 (museum members), $50 
(nonmembers).

2717 Commercial Center Blvd., Ste. 
D150, Katy. 
www.facebook.com/
events/448115022478126/

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
Dec. 14: Community members 
can join American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 164, American Legion Post 164 
and Wreaths Across America-Katy 
Magnolia Cemetery to lay wreaths on 
veterans’ tombstones in honor of their 
service and sacrifi ce. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Free.

Katy Magnolia Cemetery
6801 Franz Road, Katy
713-304-5502
www.facebook.com/
events/412167592983381/

JINGLE BELL JAM
Dec. 14: The Arc of Katy and St. Peter’s 
United Methodist Church Special 
Needs Ministry will host the Jingle Bell 
Jam for those with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. The event 
includes breakfast and craft activities. 
The Chick-fi l-A cow as well as Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus will attend, too. Advance 
registration before Dec. 11 is required. 
9-11 a.m. $15 (per special needs par-
ticipant and accompanying adult).

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
832-754-9802
www.thearcofkaty.org/programs-
events/detail?id=125

SNOW FEST
Dec. 14: Jordan Ranch is hosting a fam-
ily-friendly event with a snow slide with 
three lanes, face painters, a trackless 
train, bounce houses and music. Adults 
can also tour model homes in the devel-
opment. Noon-3 p.m. 
Free (Registration encouraged).

The Shed at Jordan Ranch 
30757 Jordan Crossing Blvd., Brookshire
281-574-2181 
www.facebook.com/
events/519686768886120/

CHRISTMAS IN KATY
Dec. 14: No Label Brewing Co. and 
Common Ground Community Church 
will host an event with music, food 
trucks, vendors and activities for 
children. Photos with Santa will be 
available. Common Ground Com-
munity Church is covering all event 
expenses so all proceeds benefi t local 
nonprofi ts Hope Impacts and Katy 
Christian Ministries. The goal is to raise 
$15,000. Noon-5 p.m. Free (admission 
with monetary or item donation).

5351 First St., Katy
832-789-1971
www.christmasinkaty.com

‘TIS THE SEASON’ 
Dec. 15: The Lone Star Symphonic 
Band hosts a holiday-themed concert 
titled ‘Tis the Season with songs such 
as “Greensleeves,” “Santa’s Sleigh” 
and ancient Christmas carols. The 
performance includes  a silent auction 
table, an appearance by Santa and 
candy for children. 4-5:30 p.m. $7.

Holy Covenant UMC of Katy
22111 Morton Ranch Road, Katy
281-769-5129
www.lssb.org

NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE
Dec. 15: Intempo Dance is hosting its 
8th annual performance of “The Nut-
cracker,” a ballet choreographed to the 
music of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. After 
receiving a nutcracker toy, a young 
Clara battles the Mouse King and goes 
on an adventure to The Land of Sweets 
where she meets the Sugar Plum Fairy, 
Mother Ginger and others. 1 p.m., 
4 p.m. $10-$30. 

Seven Lakes High School
9251 S. Fry Road, Katy 
281-394-2773
www.facebook.com/
events/770108540102145/
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2 locations in Katy!

{ visit second.org for showtimes! }

DEC 12-14
1463 Campus • 5757 FM 1463

DEC 19-22
WEst Campus • 19449 Katy FWY

Fun Music
Dancing Puppets

Singing

Free
Admission 713.465.3408

More connected. 
More community.

Parkland Square utilizes Ring technology to connect neighbors.
The new Parkland Square neighborhood, filled with modern farmhouse and prairie style 
homes by David Weekley Homes, connects residents like never before. When you buy a 
new home you receive a Ring smart doorbell and security camera. Living in a neighborhood 
like Parkland Square, it’s easy to be more connected.
New homes from the $220s to $1 million+ B e More C onnected

Homes within Bridgeland are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Howard Hughes Corporation (HHC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. 
Neither HHC nor any of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications 
subject to change. The Howard Hughes Corporation and David Weekley Homes are solely responsible for this promotion and Ring is not affiliated with either entity. Ring 
and all related logos are trademarks of Ring LLC or its affiliates.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14



All  
 better.

From coughs and colds to stitches, x-rays, sprains and strains,  
Next Level Urgent Care will get you in quick and on the road to recovery in no time.

Get in line online! Download the Next Level Mobile App and take convenience to a whole new level.

Now 4 locations in Katy!

nextlevelurgentcare.com

Cinco Ranch 
10705 Spring Green Blvd,  
Ste 600, Katy, TX 77494

Open 7am-9pm, 7 days a week

Falcon Landing  
9722 Gaston Rd, Ste 190

Katy, TX 77494
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

Katy 
1420 Katy Fort Bend Rd

Katy, TX 77493
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

Kingsland 
21700 Kingsland Blvd,  

Ste 104, Katy, TX 77450
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

JE
N

 P
A

R
A

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

Katy edition • November 2019 15

JE
N

 P
A

R
A

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

ONGOING PROJECTS

  1   Gaston Road widening

All lanes of Gaston Road between 
Greenbusch and Katy Flewellen roads 
are expected to be open to the public by 
Thanksgiving, said Ike Akinwande, Fort 
Bend County assistant engineer. The 
county has been working on widening 
the street into a four-lane, divided 
concrete road with underground 
stormwater drainage since last summer. 
Remaining work includes 1,600 feet 
of paving and curb installation as well 
as installing a few drainage structure 
driveways. 

Timeline: July 2018-November 2019

Cost: $6.8 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County

  2   Peek Road widening

Work continues on Phase 1 to widen Peek 
Road between 600 feet north of Clay 
Road to 300 feet north of Grand Ventana 
Drive into a four-lane concrete boulevard, 
Almonte said.  Crews have completed 
the northbound lanes, driveways and 
cross-street tie-ins. They are preparing 
for a traffi c switch to move traffi c from old 
and temporary asphalt roads to the new 
concrete lanes so that work can start on 
southbound lanes. Additionally, crews will 
soon begin work on underground leads 
that take stormwater from the west side of 
the road to the storm sewer system on the 
east side. Construction on Phase 2 of Por-
ter Road, between 300 feet north of Grand 
Ventana to north of Stockdick School Road, 
will be bid in 2020.

Timeline: Phase 1: April 2019-fourth quar-
ter 2019; Phase 2: TBD

COMPILED BY MARIE LEONARD AND JEN PARA TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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HOW IT WORKS

When are conductors 
required to sound train 
horns at a crossing? 
Federal law sets various requirements in 
regard to train and railroad operations 
in Texas, including how often and when 
trains have to blow their horns. For 
example, train operators are required to 
sound horns at least 20 seconds before 
they approach a public road crossing, 
according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation. Residents may also 
wonder why conductors are required to 
blow horns when there are already au-
tomatic warning signals at the intersec-
tion. Law requires engineers to blow the 
horn as it approaches and goes through 
the intersection, according to TxDOT. 

However, there are potential restrictions 
or loopholes. Certain communities 
may apply for quiet zones if Federal 
Railroad Administration requirements 
are met, and therefore trains will not be 
able to sound their horns when passing 
through the zone, according to TxDOT. 
Some cities may also use wayside horns, 
which are mounted on the signal at an 
intersection and would be directed at 
traffi c in the street and potentially less 
disruptive, according to TxDOT. 

All information on this page was updated as of 
11/1/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Map not to scaleN

Cost: $4.4 million (Phase 1); $3 million

(Phase 2)

Funding source: Harris County

Repairing Clay, Porter roads

Harris County began repairing   3A   Clay 
Road, between Peek and North Fry roads, 
and   3B   Porter Road, between Morton 
Ranch and Stockdick School roads, on Oct. 
14, Almonte said. The project entails re-
moving and replacing road base, removing 
part of the surface pavement, overlaying 
the road with new surface material and 
restriping. Crews have completed base 
repairs on Porter Road south of Clay Road 
and are working on base repairs north of 
Clay Road. They will next work on installing 
new surface material. 

Timeline: October 2019-second quarter 
2020

Cost: $4.3 million

Funding source: Harris County

COMPLETED PROJECTS

  4   Traffi c signal installation

Harris County installed a new traffi c sig-
nal system at the intersection of Morton 
Ranch and Porter roads. The system 
was activated in early November, Harris 
County engineer Jennifer Almonte said.

Timeline: August-November

Cost: $310,000

Funding source: Harris County

3A

3B

FALCO
N 

LANDIN
G B

LV
D.

SPRING 
GREEN 
BLVD.

PEEK RD.

GRAND 
VENTANA DR.



21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450 • (832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

The 
valon Apartments

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY

CENTRALLY LOCATED 
IN SOUTH KATY

LOCALLY OWNED

PETS WELCOME

A 55+ APARTMENT COMMUNITY 2 MONTHS 
RENT FREE
On select units with a 12 month 
lease. Contract must be signed by 
12/31/19. Call offi  ce for details.
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CANE ISLAND 
PKWY.

N
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has this phenomenal growth mode.”
The center was scheduled to 

be done by summer 2017 but was 
delayed due to tornado damage from 
Hurricane Harvey. A� er two years of 
repairs, the center is fully functional.

The warehouse and manufactur-
ing plant has a solution engineering 
center, customer training area, ware-
house space and distribution facili-
ties. According to the Waller County 
Appraisal District, the 2019 assessed 
value was $19.8 million.

It also showcases over 1,000 Pepperl 
+Fuchs sensors, which along with its 
automation technology, help con-
trol complex automated storage and 
retrieval system. 

Pepperl+Fuchs employs 385 people 
in the U.S. and 6,200 worldwide 
including Argentina, Brazil, Colombia 
and Mexico.

Pepperl+Fuchs’ global headquarters 
are in Mannheim with a North Ameri-
can base in Twinsburg, Ohio.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

Katy is now home to 1 of 6 Pepperl+Fuchs 
distribution centers throughout the globe

Pepperl+Fuchs, a German company 
that specializes in industrial sensor 
and explosion protection technol-
ogies, held a ribbon-cutting for its 
new U.S. distribution center at 502 
Cane Island Parkway, Katy, on Oct. 15, 
according to a press release.

The new center in Katy is one of 
six locations worldwide, located in 
England, Germany, China, Australia 
and Italy. 

Katy was chosen as a location for 
the new 110,000-square-foot center 
due to the prominence of the oil 
and gas industry in the area, per the 
release.

“You might wonder why we picked 
Katy,” Regional Human Resources 
Manager Laura MacLoughlin said. 
“We found a community that � ts our 
culture and would be comfortable for 
our employees given that we are the 
third-largest city in population and in 
size in the U.S. We want to have a local 
economic impact in this area, which 

The Signal Mason Shopping 
Center has a new management team, 
and the Katy Area Chamber of Com-
merce helped welcome it at a ribbon 
cutting  on Oct. 24, according to a 
press release. 

Joseph Kung, a California-based 
real estate developer, and his 
co-managing member Henry Van, 
who is in the restaurant business in 
Houston, bought the shopping cen-
ter located at 2300 S. Mason Road, 
Katy, on Sept. 9.

The center was built about two 
years ago, Kung said. He bought 
it because he along with some 20 
investors in Houston knew it would 
be good business at a prime location. 

The shopping center includes 
Victoria’s Grill Mexican Grill & Bar, 
Elite Image Hair Skin Spa, One Bril-
liant Dental and CJ David & Co. Fine 
Jewelry.

The Finial Group, a real estate 
� rm, will manage the shopping cen-
ter, a representative con� rmed. 

Director of Leasing at KM Realty 
Steven Stone said in the release 
they started with three of their own 
ground-up shopping center devel-
opments along FM 1463 and has 
recently adopted other listings in its 
own area.

“We have been working with 
[Kung] for several years, and we 
have a great relationship with him,” 
said Sarah Gadson, senior property 
manager at Finial Group. “Each time 
he purchases properties in Houston, 
he always considers us as manage-
ment.” 

Kung is the only managing mem-
ber for Hanover Plaza in Spring, 
which is managed by Prime Man-
agement Co., and the only managing 

member for Normandy Shopping 
Center, which is managed by Finial 
Group.

His remaining two properties in 
the Greater Houston area—Katy 
Westheimer center and Hearthstone 
Medical Center—are joint venture 
with Van and managed by Finial 
Group.

Kung said he and Van will acquire 
joint ventures to close in November: 
one in Pinehurst-Decker Oaks and a 
park in Magnolia o�  FM 2978. 

Kung said he also owns o�  ce 
spaces in Midland and a shopping 
center in Odessa. 

Kung said the ribbon-cutting cele-
brated the new management and to 
give back to charities and churches 
in the community.

“We are promoting charity giving,” 
Kung said. “Our tenants are very 
interested to participate in commu-
nity service. That’s why we are doing 
it. We want to help people who need 
it in local charities and churches of 
any religion.”

All proceeds bene� ted Clothed 
by Faith, which accepts gently 
used clothing from the community 
to donate to those in need; Katy 
Christian Ministries, which o� ers 
social services as well as � nancial 
assistance to those who su� er abuse; 
Katy Area YMCAs; Christ Clinic Katy, 
which provides healthcare; and the 
Katy Fire Department.

The distribution center serves as the central warehouse from which Pepperl+Fuchs 
distributes more than 10,000 products worldwide. 

Grand opening at Katy shopping center
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1APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Certain credit criteria apply. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. New cardholders will receive an intro rate of 0% APR for twelve months on purchases and balance transfers. After intro rate expires, standard rate will be between 
9.99% and 17.99% APR based on creditworthiness. Minimum payment of $18 or 3%, whichever is greater, required monthly. Rewards points have no cash value. Points can be redeemed for cash back, travel, gift cards, merchandise and more offered through the FCCU 
Rewards website. Points are non-transferable to others. 2Cash back statement credit reward(s) will appear as a credit, in the form of a payment, on cardholder’s rewards card. Cardholder is responsible for any outstanding balance owed on the account after 
the credit is applied. If there is a zero balance owed on the card, the statement credit will post to the cardholder’s savings account when received. Double Rewards points offer valid November 1 – December 31, 2019 only. Double points will be credited within 
30 days of the promotion ending. First Community Credit Union invites anyone that lives or works in Harris, Ft. Bend or Montgomery County to experience the FCCU difference!

Give a little. Give a little. Give Get a lot.Get a lot.Get

REWARDS.FCCU.ORG

Offer valid November – December 2019

With an FCCU Visa® Rewards Credit Card1

Cash Back2

Travel

Entertainment

Electronics

Gift Cards and More!

REDEEM POINTS FOR:
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POINTS2x

REWARDS.FCCU.ORG

– December 2019

REWARDS.FCCU.ORGREWARDS.FCCU.ORG
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KM Realty acquires 
two new shopping 
centers in Katy area

First all-abilities park coming to Fulshear in 2020 to encourage 
children to learn skills, Fort Bend commissioner’s office says

The city of Fulshear will be home to 
the � rst all-abilities park in Fort Bend 
County.

Fort Bend County Commissioner 
Andy Meyers announced Oct. 16 plans 
to develop a 1.5-acre park, which will 
be located near the intersection of FM 
1463 and Katy-Fulshear Road between 
Cross Creek Ranch and Tamarron 
developments.

The timeline for this project is to be 
determined, but Meyers said he hopes 
the park will be open next year.

Robert Pechukas, manager of policy 
and administration for Meyers’ o�  ce, 
said the o�  ce is still working on the 
overall land plan for the site and plan 
to put together an advisory commit-
tee, and a cost is not yet solidi� ed.

“As we move forward with our 
planning and input stage, we’ll work 
to incorporate the needs and desires 
of the community,” he said.

Pechukas added people from all 

over the community have reached out 
with suggestions for the park.

One idea is to install wheelchair-ac-
cessible swings; another idea is to 
have restroom facilities that accom-
modate special needs.

“We’d like to include sensory items 
for those with autism, and have ele-
ments that encourage social engage-
ment,” Pechukas said. “It’s a small 
piece of land, but some element of a 
walking-running trail that allows for a 
quiet walk would be nice.”

Cross Creek Ranch and Johnson 
Development donated funds to help 
materialize the park, and Meyers said 
he and his sta�  will reach out to sev-
eral nonpro� ts for their involvement 
and solicit corporate sponsorships.

Initial money for park infrastruc-
ture and site preparation will come 
in part from a Fort Bend County 
assistance district, Pechukas said, the 
district is to be determined. Through 

his charity Fort Bend Charities, Meyers 
will help amalgamate funds and plan.

Principals of two parks located in 
Round Rock and College Station are 
helping in the development of Ful-
shear’s new park by o� ering feedback 
based on their own park’s design, 
Meyers said.

He said his team will need input 
from professionals from di� erent dis-
ciplines and educational � elds, local 
civic clubs, parents and professionals 
who are familiar working with chil-
dren with special needs and any Fort 
Bend County residents who would like 
to contribute. Fort Bend County will 
oversee the park.

Houston-based KM Realty Invest-
ment Trust Inc. has acquired The 
Shoppes at Cinco Ranch I and II from 
New York-based Thor Equities, accord-
ing to a press release.

The Shoppes at Cinco Ranch I is 
located at 9555 Spring Green Blvd., 
Katy, and is 92% leased, while the 
Shoppes at Cinco Ranch II is located 
at 25230 FM 1093, Katy, at only 9.5% 
leased, per the release.

“These acquisitions provide an 
opportunity for KM to acquire two 
retail buildings in the strong Katy-Ful-
shear market at below replacement 
cost with the ability to achieve 
above-market returns by leasing the 
existing vacancy,” KM Realty Manag-
ing Principal Randy Keith said.

KM Realty, a private real estate 
investment trust, has been active in 
the Katy market for the past eight 
years, according to the release.

“With the acquisition of these two 
properties, [KM Realty] now owns 
30 unanchored shopping centers in 
Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, 
San Antonio, El Paso and Phoenix,” 
Keith said in the release.

COMPILED BY JEN PARA AND NOLA Z. VALENTE

An apartment complex near the intersection of Franz 
Road and the Grand Parkway is almost ready for new resi-
dents to move in.

Elation at Grandway West, which is located at 23010 
Franz Road, Katy, across from St. John XXIII College Pre-
paratory and immediately west of Storage Plus of Katy on 
Franz Road, plans to open its clubhouse in mid-November 
and welcome new residents in mid-December into its � rst 
three-story building, which holds about 60 units, Commu-
nity Manager Noreen Renteria said.

In total, the apartment complex will have 324 one- and 
two-bedroom units leasing at around $1,200-$1,800 per 

month, she said. Amenities include a pool, a grill area, a 
� tness center with classes, a dog park, a dog spa, a � re pit, 
and an outdoor area with hammocks and lawn games.

Katy-area apartment leasing 
units near the Grand Parkway

Elation at Grandway West will soon open.
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Access Houston Methodist primary care 
at a location near you.

Our doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, 
including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Offer same-day sick visits

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Accept most major insurance plans

houstonmethodist.org/pcg 
713.394.6724

Convenient, Quality 

PRIMARY 
CARE
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cross creek ranch Welcome Center 
6450 Cross Creek Bend Lane  ·  Fulshear, TX 77441
281-344-9882  ·  CrossCreekTexas.com/BlizzardBash

55,000 lbs. of snow!
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All proposed driver’s license facil-
ities would be a Driver License Mega 
Center location, according to DPS o�  -
cials. These centers have more support 
sta�  and service windows and allow 
people to schedule drive tests and get 
in line before arriving at the o�  ce, 
according to DPS o�  cials. 

The Texas Facilities Commission is 
responsible for procurement for any 
DPS facilities and would work with 
the agency to � nd the location that 
works best for area residents, meets 
the state’s budgetary needs and � ts 
the criteria to be a Driver License Mega 
Center location.

The state demographer provided 
the DPS with data to review projected 
population growth in Texas, which the 
DPS subsequently used to determine 
areas in need of new facilities, said 
Kiefer Odell, Calanni’s chief of sta� .

She added the list was provided to 
all state legislators as part of the driv-
er’s license plan, and despite Katy’s 
projected growth of 4%-6% in the next 
few years, no funding was allocated 

for a new facility in the community, 
per the statement.

The 86th Legislature only approved 
funding to increase the size of the 
Denton o�  ce as well as a new o�  ce in 
Angleton, which was not on the list, 
Odell said.

Because there are no driver’s license 
services in western Harris County, 
most area residents drive to Rosenberg 
for services, per the statement, but 
both the Rosenberg and the Houston 
Gessner Road facility are at capacity, 
according to the DPS.

“Residents of western Harris County 
and House District 132 are understand-
ably deeply frustrated that they must 
drive to Rosenberg or other locations 
far away from their community to 
simply renew their licenses or take a 
driver’s license test,” Calanni said in 
the statement. 

“Together, we can provide a solu-
tion to make sure our neighbors are 
not forced to drive across the region or 
waste their day waiting in long lines,” 
she said.

Katy leaders, state Rep. Gina Calanni want to increase area’s driver’s license services
There are not enough employees 

to serve all driver’s license customers 
in Texas, according to a press release 
from State Rep. Gina Calanni’s o�  ce.

Calanni, D-Katy, convened with 
Katy leaders and Texas Department 
of Public Safety o�  cials Sept. 27 to 
consider the possibility of the DPS 
constructing a facility in western Har-
ris County, per the release.

“Although we boosted funding by 
$200 million to hire more sta�  at DPS 
driver license o�  ces, long wait times 
at locations in our area will continue 
to increase as our region grows,” 
Calanni said. “That’s why we must 
begin the process now to secure fund-
ing for a new DPS location during the 
next legislative session.”

During the 86th legislative session, 
the DPS requested funding for 15 
additional fully sta� ed driver’s license 
facilities, including one in the Katy 
area, which ranked fourth on its list 
in terms of need, according to the 
statement.

BY NOLA Z. VALENTE
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The facility requested for 
Katy was a new offi ce and 
would not have impacted 
any other offi ces in the 
area relating to services 
or staff.  

The offi ce proposed on the northeast side of Houston 
would have resulted in a total of 16 workstations at the 
Humble and Houston East offi ces being closed and a 
new offi ce being built with 42 workstations.

and rejected driver’s license facilities

Ranked: No. 4 
Open new offi ce in Katy
Estimated cost: $18.7 million*

Ranked: No.15
Combine Houston East and Humble offi ces
Estimated cost: $13.9 million*

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*DL OFFICE EQUIPMENT, CONTRACTING SERVICES 
COSTS LISTED FOR EACH FACILITY PROJECT DO NOT 
INCLUDE THE ESTIMATES FOR CONSTRUCTION, LEASE, 
FURNITURE AND OTHER ASSOCIATED COSTS INCLUDED 
IN A FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION PROJECT.

The Texas Department 
of Public Safety uses 
info from the state 
demographer to de-
termine which areas 
are in greater need 
based on population 
growth and popula-
tion density.  

N

The staff in those offi ces would relocate to the 
new facility along with the additional employ-
ees needed to fully staff the new offi ce. 

REJECTED

REJECTEDExisting

Additional staff is 
needed in the Driv-
er License Division 
to meet service de-
mands throughout 
the state, as wait 
times will continue 
to increase without 
additional capacity. 

229 Texas  driver’s 
license offi ces

1,138 total 
workstations

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC SAFETY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

29.3M

37M

24.8M

Texas statistics as of Sept. 1, 2018:

Texas population in

total

total

total projected
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2018
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The demand for driver’s licenses is grow-
ing, and some existing driver’s license 
facilities are not sized to meet the growth.

918.5
workers 
staffed at 
any given 
time
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281-597-0700 EMERALDINSURANCEAGENCY.COM

Personalized protection for 
all your insurance needs.

Call today for a free quote!
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 LIFE & RETIREMENT
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 INVESTMENT PROPERTY

   

*Full interest amount rebated and applied to final payment if the total purchase price is paid 
within 12 months of the contract date. Example credit transaction: A total purchase price 
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local Dignity Memorial® location for details. Offer expires 12/31/19.
www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov
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FUNERAL HOME 
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the opportunity 
to love & serve 

your family.

21601 Provincial Blvd. 
Katy, TX 77450 

Lic. #103010

From the Colonial Oaks 
family to yours, we wish 
you the very best this 

holiday season. We invite 
you to drop by for a visit 
to learn more about living 

remarkably at Colonial Oaks.

Call today to 
schedule a tour 
or lunch visit.
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ColonialOaks.com
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administrative hearings to review the 
permit application and hear argu-
ments for and against the expansion, 
according to the TCEQ.

“Greenhouse must be scheduled 
before TCEQ’s commissioners to 
consider any requests for a contested 
case hearings,” said Andrew Keese, 
a TCEQ media relations specialist, in 
an email statement. “The agency has 
received several such requests. If any 
of the contested case hearing requests 
are granted, Greenhouse will be 
referred to the state o�  ce of adminis-
trative hearings. A� er the [state o�  ce 
of administrative hearings] process, 
Greenhouse would again be scheduled 
before TCEQ’s commissioners for � nal 
consideration of the permit.”

Stop Greenhouse Land� ll, an orga-
nization that opposes the land� ll’s 
expansion, collected letters asking 
for a reconsideration of the executive 
director’s decision from community 
members, said Gary Brown, who 
heads the organization. According 
to the TCEQ, it received 36 hearing 
requests.

Greenhouse Road Land� ll, an a�  li-
ate of G.O. Weiss Inc., did not respond 
for comment.

Operations Manager and owner 
Greg Weiss previously told Community 
Impact Newspaper that Greenhouse 

Road Land� ll needs to expand due to 
the Greater Houston area’s growth. 

“The land� ll needs additional 
capacity to continue to serve its cus-
tomers and the area,” he said in May.

In addition to issuing a decision, the 
TCEQ executive director also cra� ed 
a response to public comments. The 
TCEQ collected about 600 comments 
from community members between 
December 2016 and March.

The response addressed 34 concerns 
brought up in the comments, and the 
response concluded no changes were 
needed to dra�  a permit.

These concerns included worries 
about health, drainage, odor, property 
values and operating procedures at 
the land� ll.

The TCEQ’s written response to 
many of these issues was that the 
permit application materials meet 
TCEQ rules and requirements and are 
enforceable if the permit is issued.

 Another concern brought up in 
public comments alleges the land� ll 
has not ful� lled some provisions of 
a 2000 settlement agreement with 
residents of Rolling Green Subdivision 
and Harris County.

The TCEQ’s response reiterated 
Greenhouse Road Land� ll’s permit to 
expand meets all applicable legal and 
technical requirements.

It added: “The TCEQ is not a party 
to the prior settlement agreement and, 
therefore, cannot comment on the 
terms that are, or have been, consid-
ered by those parties involved in the 
negotiation of that agreement.”

ENVIRONMENT

Greenhouse Road Landfill’s expansion 
meets applicable law, TCEQ director says

Greenhouse Road Land� ll, located 
at 3510 Greenhouse Road, Houston, 
has achieved a milestone in its plan to 
expand.

On Sept. 20, Toby Baker, the execu-
tive director of the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality, issued a 
decision stating the land� ll’s permit 
application to expand the land� ll by 
32 acres and increase the land� ll’s 
height by 20 feet meets the require-
ments of applicable law.

This decision does not mean the 
land� ll can begin construction imme-
diately.

“This decision will be considered 
by the [TCEQ] commissioners at a 
regularly scheduled public meeting,” 
according to the decision letter.

The TCEQ commissioners’ meeting 
for Greenhouse Road Land� ll’s permit 
has not been scheduled as of press 
time. The TCEQ chief clerk will try to 
schedule this meeting at the end of 
2019 or early 2020, said Rodrigo Cantu 
of Lone Star Aid, which is represent-
ing two homeowners near the land� ll 
who oppose the expansion.

The deadline to request a recon-
sideration of the executive director’s 
decision and request a contested 
case hearing was Oct. 21. A contested 
case hearing is a legal proceeding 
conducted by the state o�  ce of 

BY JEN PARA

The landfi ll’s request to expand still has a 
few steps to go.

TCEQ writes response 
to comments

TCEQ decides whether a con-
tested case hearing will be held

TCEQ approves, modifi es 
or denies the request

The next steps

SOURCES: TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY, GREENHOUSE ROAD LANDFILL TCEQ PERMIT 
NO. MSW 1599B/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Greenhouse Road Landfi ll has 
applied to expand the landfi ll by 32 acres 
and increase the height by 20 feet.

Landfi ll 
expansion

Existing detention basin

New waste disposal area

Proposed boundary

Existing waste disposal area

Current boundary

New detention basin

The Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality executive 
director addressed 34 concerns 
local residents brought up. These 
concerns included worries about:

• health
• environment
• property 

values
• land use

• traffi c
• waste 

monitoring
• litter control
• drainage

Despite these concerns, 
Greenhouse Road Landfi ll’s 
expansion meets applicable law.

If community members 
suspect noncompliance, they 

can contact the TCEQ Houston offi ce 
at 713-767-3500 or call the 24-hour, 
toll-free environmental complaints 
hotline at 888-777-3186.

Addressing concerns

N

Neighboring developments



3–6 bdrm homes  
2–4.5 baths,  

1,206–2,726 sf 

4 miles from  
the Houston  

Premium Outlets

Directly across the 
street from Zube Park 
and Zube Spray Park

Prices listed are base prices, do not include lot premiums or options, and are subject to change without notice. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by 
law. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, neighborhood or any completed improvements being offered. Please see a sales associate 
for details. © 2019 Pulte Home Corporation. All rights reserved.

WINDROW

WINDROW    |    17750 Becker Road, Hockley, Texas 77447     |    centex.com/windrow    |    281.336.8448

New homes  
priced from  

the mid $170s

New Homes In Northwest Houston—from the mid $170s

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22
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PROPOSITION 6 
Allows the Legislature to increase 
the bond amount for the Cancer 
Prevention and Research Institute 
of Texas

PROPOSITION 7 
Allows increased distributions to the 
school fund

PROPOSITION 8
Creates the fl ood infrastructure fund

PROPOSITION 9
Creates a property tax exemption for 
some precious metals

PROPOSITION 10 
Allows the transfer of a law-
enforcement animal to a qualifi ed 
caretaker

ELECTIONS

COUNTING THE VOTES
PROPOSITION 1
Allows municipal judges to hold 
more than one offi ce

PROPOSITION 2 
Allows Texas Water Development 
Board to issue additional general 
obligation  bonds

PROPOSITION 3 
Provides temporary exemptions to 
property taxes during a disaster 

PROPOSITION 4 
Prohibits the state from collecting 
individual income tax

PROPOSITION 5
Allows some sales and use taxes 
to go to the Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department and the Texas 
Historical Commission 

COMPILED BY COMMUNITY 
IMPACT STAFF

*ELECTION RESULTS ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL CANVASSED. 

SOURCES: FORT BEND COUNTY, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

On Nov. 5, Katy-area residents headed to the polls to vote for a new state representative, two 
bonds and 10 state constitutional amendments. Here are the unoffi cial results as of press time.

STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 28

28.5%

Because no candidate received more than 50% he vote, Eliz 
Markowitz and Gary Gates will advance to a runoff election, 
which has not been set as of press time.

FORT BEND COUNTY BOND
The $82.9 million fl ood bond 
referendum passed with 69.1% 
of the vote. It will help fund fl ood 
mitigation and drainage projects 
across the county.

CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS

NOVEMBER 2019 ELECTION

METRO BOND 
The $3.5 billion bond passed with 67.9% 
of the vote. It will help the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority of Harris County 
implement a plan for updating the 
transit system over the next 20 years.

CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS

T E X A S  S T A T E

34% 65%

64% 36%

74% 26%

22%78%

52% 48%

94%

65% 34%

85%
15%

12%
6%

74% 26%

88%

Did not pass

8,271 votes

39.1%
11,355 votes

Eliz Markowitz

Gary Gates
Tricia Krenek         18.1%

Anna Allred         9.3%

Gary J. Hale         2.5%

Sarah Laningham         1.7%

Clinton D. Purnell         0.9%

COUNTING THE VOTES

COMPILED 
IMPACT STAFF

NOVEMBER 2019 ELECTIONNOVEMBER 2019 ELECTIONNOVEMBER 2019 ELECTION

69.1% 67.9%
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GET OUR HYPERLOCAL NEWS
FROM YOUR

ALEXA-ENABLED DEVICE.

ALEXA,
WHAT’S MY

FLASH BRIEFING?
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RANCH
EST. 1936
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Fort Bend
Parkway

       Grand Pkwy.

Westpark Tollway
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TAKE I-10 EXIT 
JORDAN RANCH BLVD.

 EXIT 735

Plus___Plus___
SANTA! SANTA! a special appearance by 

a special appearance by 

 Annua�___4t�
 Annua�___4t�

12 MODEL HOMES 

2 MODEL HOMES 

F R O M  T H E  $ 2 0 0
F R O M  T H E  $ 2 0 0
F R O M  T H E  $ 2 0 0 s  -  $ 5 0 0 s

s  -  $ 5 0 0 s

�ou�ou� rr 12 MODEL HOMES 

F R O M  T H E  $ 2 0 0 s  -  $ 5 0 0 s

�our

DECEMBER 14TH

12 PM - 3 PM 

 
JORDAN
RANCHat

3 LANE SNOW SLIDE C FACE PAINTERS 

COOKIES C FOOD TRUCKS

BOUNCE HOUSES  C
  TRACKLESS T

RAIN 

and More!

 GET YOUR FREE TICKET AT JORDANRANCHTEXAS.COM
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News from Katy ISD COMPILED BY JEN PARAEDUCATION BRIEFS

 KATY ISD  The Katy area’s growth is not 
stopping, and to prepare for additional 
students, Katy ISD may call a bond ref-
erendum in 2020 to help accommodate 
the growth.

Superintendent Ken Gregorski made 
the announcement in a speech at the 
KISD 2019 annual State of the District 
held Oct. 25 at the Merrell Center, 
according to a press release. About 250 
people attended the event.

“Although the 2017 bond might seem 
like it was just yesterday, we’ll likely 
be looking at another bond in 2020,” 
Gregorski said in the release. 

“The 2020 bond program should 
one be approved by our board and 
community, [and it] would support the 
district’s ability to continue providing 
a world class education to the nearly 
100,000 students we’re projected to see 
by 2028,” he said in the release.

At the beginning of the school year, 
KISD had 81,718 students. Enrollment 
has grown to 83,493, according to the 
KISD public dashboard as of Nov. 12. 

According an October 2018 

Katy ISD announces it may call a 2020 bond referendum to accommodate growing student enrollment

Designs revealed for 
renovating the Welch 
Outdoor Learning Center

services for $258,629. These services 
include clearing the site to facilitate 
geotechnical testing and site access, 
according to KISD documents.

The center sits on approximately 

34.5 acres of land, and several events 
and activities are held there, such as 
� eld trips and the annual Folk Life 
Festival, which will be postponed for 
the 2019-20 school year, according to a 

presentation by demographics � rm 
Population and Survey Analysts, KISD 
is the fastest-growing school district 
in the Greater Houston area based on 
a numeric gain in students of 2,094 
between the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school 
years. 

KISD boasts 72 schools but will 
increase to 74 for the 2021-20 school 

year with the addition of  Elementary 
School No. 43 and Jordan High School. 

In August the board approved a 
purchase to buy 75 acres to build a 
future elementary school and junior 
high school. 

KISD voters previously approved a 
$609.2 million bond in 2017 to fund 
six new campuses. The 2017 bond also 

Previous bond elections
Since 1994, Katy ISD has held 10 bond referendums. 
All but two referendums in 2006 and 2013 passed. 

A growing district
Population and Survey Analysts provid-
ed three enrollment growth estimates 
for Katy ISD. 
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  1994  $90M Built fi ve new campuses

  1996  $130M Built four new campuses

  1999  $324M Built six new campuses

  2002  $315M Built nine new campuses

Investment in millions

 A Demolishing the existing social 
studies building and rebuilding it 
with additional square footage

 B Renovating the existing barn

 C Relocating and building a new 
science building across from the 
social studies building

D Repurposing the existing sci-
ence building into a pavilion with 
storage and restrooms

E Relocating and building a new 

caretaker cottage

F Dredging and cleaning the 
existing pond

 G Building a new pond

 H Constructing an outdoor 
pavilion with a fi shing pier near 
the ponds

Other projects:

• Planting a pollinator garden

• Installing new outdoor lighting
and new signage

press release.
The learning center has not had any 

renovations or upgrades other than rou-
tine maintenance since it opened in the 
1980s, according to KISD documents.
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allocated about $18 million to purchase 
property for three elementary schools, 
one junior high school and one high 
school for a future 2020 bond, accord-
ing to KISD’s website.

0

Passed bonds Rejected bonds

The layout
The district has several 
ideas to upgrade the center, 
located on 34.5 acres.
SOURCE: KATY ISD/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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 KATY ISD  Construction will begin soon 
on renovations for the Katy ISD Welch 
Outdoor Learning Center.

At an Oct. 28 meeting, the KISD board 
of trustees approved the design plans 
for changes to the center, located about 
0.25 miles west of the Katy ISD admin-
istration building at 6301 S. Stadium 
Lane, Katy. 

About $6.9 million of the $609.2 
million bond approved by voters in 2017 
is allocated to the renovation project, 
according to KISD’s website.

Lisa Kassman, KISD executive direc-
tor of facilities, planning and construc-
tion, gave a presentation of the design 
plans at the meeting. Construction will 
begin as soon as the district obtains 
permits, with an estimated completion 
date of fall 2020.

In May, KISD selected Anslow Bryant 
Construction Ltd. as the construction 
manager at risk, at an estimated total 
cost to KISD of $82,626.

At the Oct. 28 meeting, trustees 
approved an amendment for the � rm 
to provide early-phase construction 

Construction on the Welch Outdoor Learning Center will include:
The plans

A

C

’94 ’96 ’99 ’02 ’06 ’10 ’14 ’17

  2006  $269M Built fi ve new campuses

  2010  $459M Built eight new campuses

  2014  $748M Built six new campuses

  2017  $609M Is building six new campuses



We can process 
your deer into your 
favorite flavor of 

Slovacek’s Sausage.

979-272-1337
9500 Slovacek Rd, Snook, TX 77878
www.slovacek.com

COMPLETE 
WILD GAME 
PROCESSING

Hey Hunters!  It’s that time of year!  
Bag that big buck and come see us!

November 16 - December 8
RideTrain

TRAIN RESERVATIONS
512.402.3830 • AustinSteamTrain.org

When that whistle sounds, memories 
are being made in Cedar Park, Texas! 
We offer year-round train rides through 
the Texas Hill Country with vintage 
train cars built as far back as the 1930s. 
Whether you’re looking for a family 
outing to unplug or a girls’ night out to 
unwind, we can’t wait to have you on 
board. Come see where Texans make 
new memories. All aboard!

Make it a weekend of fun in Cedar Park!
CedarParkFun.com

Contact me for all your Real Estate needs!

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

23922 Cinco Village 
 Center Blvd #123

Katy, TX 77494

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.  

If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com 
www.LindaLeiby.com 

WITH PEACE OF MIND ABOUT 
YOUR LOVED ONE,You Can Be You.
Memory care at Hamlets at The Delaney brings safety, security, 
meaning and recognizable order to the lives of individuals 
with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. Through the 
power of Heartfelt CONNECTIONS – A Memory Care 
Program®, highly skilled and compassionate caregivers 
celebrate each resident’s remaining abilities and cherish 
what makes each resident who they are. That comforting 
knowledge may be all it takes to help you get back to 
being you—the you who your loved one wants you to be: 
a daughter, a son, a grandchild or a spouse again.

Call (832) 225-4590 to schedule a visit today.

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Boulevard  |  Richmond, TX 77407 

AL Facility ID# 106971

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Boulevard  |  Richmond, TX 77407 21700 Bellaire Boulevard  |  Richmond, TX 77407 21700 Bellaire Boulevard  |  Richmond, TX 77407 21700 Bellaire Boulevard  |  Richmond, TX 77407 21700 Bellaire Boulevard  |  Richmond, TX 77407 

Ask About Health & 
Wellness Navigation
Available Only at The Delaney
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CITY & COUNTY

Impact fees in Fulshear 
to be gathered in 2020
 FULSHEAR  The city of Fulshear will 
begin collecting impact fees in Octo-
ber 2020.

At its Oct. 15 meeting, Fulshear 
City Council adopted an ordinance 
to approve impact fees of $2,500 per 
service unit for water and $3,250 per 
service unit for wastewater.

The process of imposing impact fees 
on all new residential and commercial 
construction has been in the works for 
one to two years.

“This is a tool the city now has to 
incentivize—on some levels—devel-
opment and cooperation in the city,” 
Fulshear Mayor Aaron Gro�  said.

The intent is for the impact fees to 
pay for infrastructure related to new 
development in the next 10 years, 
and the city must readopt them every 
� ve years, said Mike Shelton, a senior 

News from Katy, Fulshear

City of Katy prioritizes drainage system improvements in flood-prone areas
 KATY  The city of Katy is improving 
drainage systems in the area and 
recently approved another project.

“We are really moving along in the 
� ood control measures,” Mayor Pro 
Tem Chris Harris said. “We are in the 
� rst stages of our pond program and 
getting these detention ponds work-
ing. There is a lot of work happening.”

Katy City Council approved a 
13-acre detention pond near Pitts and 
Morton Ranch roads at the Oct. 28 
meeting a� er Council Member Janet 
Corte previously tagged the agenda 
item at the Oct. 15 meeting to get more 
information.  

The 13-acre detention pond will be 
next to the 40-acre detention pond on 

Pitts and Morton Ranch roads.
The city of Katy awarded a bid of 

$1.11 million to Cooley Construction 
LLC to complete the project, which 
will cost a total of nearly $1.33 mil-
lion, including contingencies, engi-
neering, surveying and inspections. 
The cost will be covered by a city of 
Katy bond passed in 2018.

City secretary retires; 
council honors her for 
her 13 years of service
 KATY  The city of Katy said goodbye 
to City Secretary Melissa A. “Missy” 
Bunch at the Oct. 28 meeting. She 
held this position for 13 years.

Bunch has worked with the city 
for 38 years, City Administrator 
Byron Hebert said. Before her 
appointment as a city secretary 
in 2006, Bunch served the Katy 
community by working with the 
city engineer’s o�  ce and then as an 
assistant city secretary.

“Missy ... thank you so much for 
all of the years you have given to 
this community,” Mayor Bill Hast-
ings said. “We love you, and we are 
going to miss you.”

Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris 
congratulated Bunch on her retire-
ment and expressed his apprecia-
tion for Bunch’s willingness to help 
him learn about the city.

Council Member Janet Corte also 
expressed her appreciation during 
council member reports.

“Missy ... thank you for every-
thing you’ve done for me in the last 
year and a half,” she said. “From 
the � rst day I met you, you’ve been 
more than helpful. You’ve answered 
all my questions.”

Council Member Frank O. Carroll 
highlighted Bunch’s role in ensuring 
free and fair elections in the city, 
a role that goes beyond reading 
agenda items at City Council meet-
ings.

“The city secretary’s o�  ce is one 
of those o�  ces that people don’t 
understand you are responsible for 
making sure [the city] has free and 
fair elections in the state, one of the 
highest responsibilities that any 
government employee or any o�  cial 
should have,” he said.

Becky L. McGrew was appointed 
as Katy’s new city secretary.

The council welcomed McGrew, 
and several council members stated 
they knew they were in good hands.

“You’ve le�  us with a city secre-
tary’s o�  ce that is second to none, 
and that is a testimony to the pride 
and dedication you served in your 
o�  ce,” Carroll said. “Thank you for 
training your replacement, giving us 
a seamless transition. You’ve done 
an extraordinary job.”

COMPILED BY NOLA Z. VALENTE

  1   First Street drainage project

  2   10-acre Cane Island detention 
pond paid for by Cane Island’s 
municipal utility district

  3   Two Cane Island detention ponds, 
one measuring 9.5 acres and the 
other 18 acres, are currently under 
construction and are also paid for by 
Cane Island’s MUD.

  4   The Town Park 35-acre detention 
pond, which was approved after the 
Tax Day fl oods, was completed in 
2018.

  5   Cleaning and re-establishing 
drainage ditches in several 
neighborhoods including Riceland 
Terrace and Heritage Park West

  6   Completed Phase 1 40-acre 
detention pond on Pitts and Morton 
Ranch roads

  7   Proposed Phase 2 13-acre 
detention pond on Pitts and Morton 
Ranch roads to be paid for by a city of 
Katy bond passed in 2018

  8   Pine Forest ditch to create more 
capacity south of the Pine Forest 
neighborhood that experienced 
fl ooding 

  9   Larger storm sewer systems along 
Avenue D 

 10  Replacement of an existing storm 
sewer system, removal of fencing and 
installing a 42-inch pipe to drain water 
out of a neighborhood

engineer and planner at Kimley-Horn 
and Associates Inc. But the fees can 
be adjusted should development 
expand slower or faster than current 
land-use assumptions.

WHEN WILL IMPACT FEES BE 

IMPLEMENTED?

There are two milestones in the 
imposition of impact fees on a speci� c 
development: The � rst is platting, 
and the second is the building permit, 
which is when the city would collect 
impact fees, Shelton said.

The city cannot collect fees from 
existing platted land until Oct. 15, 
2020—one year a� er the ordinance 
is adopted—he said, and building 
permits and land platted a� er Oct. 
15, 2020, will automatically receive 
impact fees.

HOW ARE IMPACT FEES CALCULATED?

Shelton said his � rm calculates the 
maximum assessable impact fees.

Impact fees are calculated by taking 

the tenure capital improvement plan 
and dividing it by the number of ser-
vice units calculated in the land-use 
assumptions and report, he said.

The fee will be based on the size of 
the meter a developer comes in with, 
and a developer with a larger meter 
will pay a larger, relative impact fee.

“If it’s a small meter that serves a 
single-family home that’s going to 
be one unit,” Shelton said. “A larger 
meter serving a shopping center 
would serve more and therefore have 
more use of the water system and 
wastewater system and therefore a 
larger impact fee.”

HOW DID IMPACT FEES COME TO BE?

Shelton said decades ago, the 
development community at large 
wanted impact fees, which aid in 
funding development in fast-growing 
cities, because they ensured transpar-
ency on how they were developed and 
implemented fairly across any devel-
opment coming into a municipality.

SOURCE: CITY OF KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Dealing with drainage
The city of Katy is improving drainage in the area. Projects that 
are completed, in progress and proposed are shown below.

Completed In progress Proposed



DENTURES IN
ONE DAY
We provide high-quality 
and affordable dentures in 
as little as one day with our 
state-of-the-art technology 
and on-site lab

KIN
GSLA
ND BLVD.

PEEK
RD.99

10% PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE*
*Must have itemized treatment plan from licensed Dentist for identical services 

(excludes government and charity subsidized plans).

23225 KINGSLAND BLVD,
KATY, TEXAS 77494

(281) 990-3805
KATYDENTURES.COM N

INSIDE INFORMATION

Crossing
THE TRACKS

Fatalities  
BY COUNTY

Grade crossing deaths

Deaths by trespassing

IN TEXAS
Fatalities  

Counting
CASUALTIES

Texas is tied for the second-most deaths of trespassers 
on the tracks in the U.S. with 36 fatalities in 2018.

1  California: 119 deaths 2  Texas, New York: 36 deaths

a train in the U.S. hits a 
person or vehicle.
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In 2018, Texas led the U.S. 
with 246 railroad-highway 
incidents.
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COMPILED BY ANNA LOTZ AND NOLA Z. VALENTE
DESIGNED BY MATTHEW T. MILLS

1   Slow down and look both ways when crossing   
railroad tracks. Drivers should be prepared to stop for 
an oncoming train but never stop on the tracks.

2   Stop 15 feet from the tracks if signs of an oncoming 
train are visible. 

3   If a vehicle stalls on the tracks, leave the vehicle and 
call the number on the crossing sign or dial 911.

4   Pedestrians who cross tracks anywhere other than 
a designated pedestrian or roadway crossing may be 
ticketed or fi ned. 

5   Do not drive around, under or through a crossing 
barrier while the barrier is closed, being closed or 
being opened.

6   Drivers committing railroad crossing offenses can 
be fi ned $50-$200.

SOURCES: FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION, TEXAS TRANSPORTATION 
CODE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Railway-Highway Crossings Program, created 
in 1987, provides federal dollars to states to improve 
railway-highway grade crossing safety, according to 
the Federal Highway Administration.

Texas was required by the Federal Railroad 
Administration in 2007 to draft a fi ve-year highway-
rail grade crossing safety action plan because the 
state had repeatedly high numbers of highway-rail 
crossing collisions in 2006-08, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s plan. 

Federal
ACTION

SOURCE: FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
$0

$18M

$18.5M

$19M

$19.5M

$20M

from fi scal years
 2016-20

$95.3M

ESTIMATED FUNDS FOR TEXAS  CROSSINGS

Texas had

of freight railroad in 2017—the 
most of any state in the nation.

10,506 MILES

 ANNA LOTZ AND NOLA Z. VALENTE
 MATTHEW T. MILLS Rules 

OF THE RAILS

NOLA Z. VALENTE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Waller County had no deaths in 1999, 2008 or 2018.

Katy is home to the Katy Railroad, which started as the 
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railway, according to the Katy 
Railroad Park Information and Tourist Center. The railroad 
is owned by Union Pacifi c Crop., but the railroad franchise 
has not owned the depot since the city of Katy bought it in 
1977 when former Katy Mayor Dan Cox was in offi ce. 
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Yaya Club Clothing

123 FM 1463, Katy

281-665-7435

www.yayaclubclothing.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., closed Sun.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

 C o-wners Robin Ebrecht, Angie McClelland 
and Deb Haring opened Yaya Club Clothing in 

November 2018 to ful� ll a need in the community by 
providing a� ordable women’s clothing with fashion 
advice.

“We don’t feel like you need to walk into a Neiman 
Marcus per se, and have to spend $2,500 to get the 
kind of customer service that we want you to have,” 
Ebrecht said. “You’re greeted here with a sales force 
that is actually trained in what they do. They read 
trend reports; they shop; they understand color pal-
ettes; they understand your body; and it’s just an art 
that’s lost.”

Ebrecht opened Yaya Club in 2002 in Beaumont. 
When the Katy-based trio formed last summer, they 
looked for locations in Old Town Katy and chose to 
keep the name Yaya Club because they wanted to 
continue to promote sisterhood, Ebrecht said. 

“We had a lady here … and people were walking in, 
and we would yell, ‘Oh, my gosh, Hey!’” McClelland 
said. “And [the lady is] like, ‘This is the only store you 

BY JEN PARA

Yaya Club Clothing
Katy boutique sells women’s 
fashion, teaches style to all

can walk into it and you just feel like you’re at home, 
and everybody’s just having a big party.’”

Through customer service and “Sunday Night Live” 
Facebook videos, Yaya Club helps customers learn 
how to wear clothes that best � t their body type, the 
owners said. 

“Most people don’t know how to wear a lot of 
clothing and a lot of accessories,” Haring said. “If you 
teach them each time they come in, that’s the mission 
of when they leave; they feel better.”

Ebrecht explained why feeling better is so import-
ant to the boutique.  

“My parents always told me, ‘Look good, you feel 
good, there’s a chance you might act good,” she said.

Yaya Club embodies this by raising money for local 
families and nonpro� ts through philanthropic fashion 
shows and selling T-shirts to increase awareness for 
various causes, the owners said.

“There’s so much love here,” store associate Dina 
Kuhn said. “It’s not just about the business, but it’s 
about the connection and the heart.”
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FOLLOWING 
FALL FASHION

Snake skin patterns are another 
fall fashion trend this year.

(Boots $66) 

Mildred the cow—Yaya Club Clothing’s mascot—stands 
outside the storefront on FM 1463.

Yaya Club Clothing 
co-owners said there 
are a few trends to 
watch for this autumn. 

Leopard print cloth-
ing remains in fashion 
this fall. (Sweater $49)

PATTERNS
& PRINTS

FOLLOWING 
FALL FASHION

Yaya Club Clothing 
co-owners said there 
are a few trends to 
watch for this autumn. 

PATTERNS

All shades of pink will 
be a trend this fall. 
(Jumper $49, vest $58, 
pink cami $29, pants 
$42, purses $52 each)

THINK PINK

From left: co-owers Deb Haring, Angie McClelland and Robin Ebrecht opened Yaya Club Clothing in November 2018.
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GIRLS ONTHE RUN IS FOR EVERY GIRL!

www.gotrgreaterhouston.org | 608-290-6178

• Learn healthy habits 
• Manage emotions 
• Help others 
• Resolve confl ict 
• Make intentional decisions 
• Develop a community 
    service project

Girls on the Run is 
a 10-week out of school 
time Social Emotional 

Learning Program, 
ending with a celebratory, 

non-competitive 5k.

BRING THIS AWARD WINNING PROGRAM TO YOUR COMMUNITY!

Contact Katy Area EDC President/CEO Lance LaCour at 
lancelacour@katyedc.org or 281-396-2202 for more information.

KATY AREA LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Business Leadership Excellence Certifi cate

A partnership with the University of Houston Bauer School of Business (UH) and the Katy Area 
Economic Development Council (EDC).  The Katy Area Leadership Institute is a unique, practical and 
custom leadership program designed and delivered by experts in industry and academic leadership.  

Receive a UH Bauer Business Leadership Excellence Certfi cate at graduation

1ST QUARTER 2020 STARTING FEBRUARY 28, 2020
Registration is now open! To learn more, visit http://bit.ly/KEDCLeadership

Scholarships 
may be

available

2002 W. GRAND PARKWAY NORTH, SUITE 220, KATY, TX 77449 | (281) 396-2200 | WWW.KATYEDC.ORG

Unrivaled personal 
leadership development 

from a Tier One university

YOU BELONG
HERE
JOIN TODAY
Find your motivation. Find your community. Find your 
purpose. Find it ALL at the YMCA!  

 

 

.

YMCA MEMBERS ENJOY

Free unlimited group exercise classes

State-of-the-art equipment

Free child care for the kids while you workout

Discounts on youth programs like after school child care,
day camp, overnight camp, swim lessons, youth sports and more

What are you waiting for? Get STARTED today!   
ymcahouston.org/join

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.
Everyone is welcome.

25 convenient locations throughout Houston

KATY’S 

MOST TRUSTED
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

(281) 394-0628
1520 Katy Gap Rd, KATY, TX  

legacyatfalconpoint.com

ALF #106069

RESERVE TODAY
& receive FREE rent!

*some exclusion may apply

Enjoy your own fully-customizable space for all of your toys and join our community of
like-minded car enthusiasts. It’s the perfect location for man and machine to come together.

Ideal for Cars, Motorcycles, RVs, Boats, Hobbies & Small Business Storage.

ULTIMATE MAN CAVE
FIRST-CLASS LUXURY GARAGE SUITES FOR ALL YOUR TOYS

WOODLANDSKATY
1435 FM 1463, 
KATY, TX 77494
(713) 893-0011

FM 1488 & GREENFIELD FOREST DR, 
MAGNOLIA, TX 77354
(281) 306-5416

PLANO | DALLAS | ALLEN | ROANOKE | FRISCO | CARROLLTON | SAN ANTONIO | AUSTIN | HOUSTON

GARAGESOFTEXAS.COM
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*Holiday Wine Sale runs 11/18/19-12/31/19. Discount off regular priced 750ml bottles of Wine. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly.

Jerk chicken: marinated grilled chicken topped with Jamaican jerk 
sauce, served with rice and plantains (small $7.99, large $9.99)

Katy edition • November 2019 31

Tropical Diner West

3111 N. Fry Road, Katy

281-579-9060

www.jamaicanfoodhouston.com

Hours: Mon. 12-8 p.m., Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. 12-6 p.m. 
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DINING FEATURE
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 Y vonne and Alroy Clarke lived in Canada most 
of their adult lives. They spent their free time 

hosting family and friends to enjoy home-cooked 
Jamaican meals, but the married couple said they 
wanted to earn a living while doing what they love. 
Yvonne and Alroy now own and run the only Jamai-
can restaurant in the Katy area. 

“It’s not about the money,” Yvonne said. “We have 
to live, too, but my joy is when somebody comes in 
to enjoy a meal and says, ‘I love this food.’ It makes 
my day. The same meal we would put on the table 
for our family is what we present to our customers.”

Yvonne moved to Canada in her teenage years 
while her parents remained in the central part of 
Jamaica, but she carried her culture across borders. 

In 2011, the Clarkes moved to Houston, and 
almost immediately opened their � rst eatery on 
South Gessner Drive and Bissonnet Street—an area 
where Jamaican food is prominent, she said. 

When the couple discovered there was a mar-
ket for a Jamaican eatery in Katy, they considered 
expanding their Houston location. Due to time con-
straints, they ultimately settled in Katy only.

There are few occasions when Yvonne is not 
cooking in her kitchen. The only time she eats out is 
while in her country island once or twice per year. 

“I go to di� erent restaurants to compare their food 
with mine,” Yvonne said. “I go to see if I am up to 
par with what I am tasting in Jamaica and what I am 
providing for the people in the Katy area.”

She said Jamaicans prefer takeout a lot more than 
Americans because their food has a lot of bones and 
people enjoy the � avor.

“[At home], Jamaicans enjoy sucking on their 
bones,” she said. “They can’t do this dining out.”

Alroy and Yvonne take care of almost everything 
in their business, including the cooking.

“I look forward to getting up and coming here,” 
Yvonne said. “I hope I can keep this restaurant 
going for years—that people will take over and con-
tinue this because I feel it is a part of my legacy.”

BY NOLA Z. VALENTE

Tropical Diner West
Jamaican couple shares food, 
culture across national borders

CUBA

JAMAICA

HAITI

CARIBBEAN  SEA

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

N

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Ackee and saltfi sh: Ackee fruit with saltfi sh and side of cabbage. It is 
Jamaica’s national dish and can be eaten any time of the day. ($12.99)

Fried plantains: Plantains resemble bananas but have a fi rmer fl esh, are 
full of starch and rarely eaten raw. Served as a side. ($3)

Yvonne said some customers 
drove from Katy just to dine at 
her restaurant in Houston, and 
they asked why all Jamaican 
restaurants were concentrated 
in that area.  After a quick Google 
search, she said it dawned on her 
for the fi rst time that Katy did not 
have any Jamaican eateries. 

“It read, ‘There are no results for 
Jamaican restaurants in Katy. Do 
you want to be the fi rst one?’ I 
said ‘You know what? It’s a good 
idea,’” Yvonne said.

She added that 
she loves when 
she can share 
her cooked 
meals with 
others. 

“This is all I 
ever wanted,” 
Yvonne said.

‘Cooking is my passion, and my 
husband loves it, too,’ she said.



Download the 
Free Mobile App

Keeping Motorists 
Informed, Roadways 
Clear and Lives Safe

Get real-time traffi  c updates in the Houston, Texas region 
throughout the year, and learn where roadway fl ooding 
risk is high during heavy rain events.

Visit www.HoustonTranStar.ORG/CI for more information
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for the city that really helped spark a catalyst for 
growth,” Katy Mills General Manager James Ross said. 

This thriving mall is no accident. Since the mall’s 
developer � rst came to talk with the city of Katy in 
the 1990s, the municipality has worked to attract new 
development by investing about $29.6 million in infra-
structure projects from tax revenues from the mall and 
nearby area, former and present Katy o�  cials said. 

To continue its economic role, Katy Mills is undergo-
ing a $30 million remodel that is expected to be largely 
completed by the end of the year and help make the 
Katy a destination city in conjunction with the neigh-
boring Katy Boardwalk District under construction, 
city o�  cials and Ross said. 

“[Katy Mills] opened a lot of doors, and I don’t think 
Katy would be what it is today if it hadn’t happened,” 
said Kayce Reina, the city of Katy’s director of tourism 
and marketing.

CATALYST FOR GROWTH

In the late 1990s, Katy was a quiet town far from the 

hustle and bustle of Houston, Katy Mayor Bill Hast-
ings said. There was nothing south of I-10 but rural 
land, and Memorial City Mall—east of the Sam Hous-
ton Tollway—was the nearest major shopping center. 

“The older residents in Katy at that time, they were 
perfectly content shopping at [local stores] eating at 
the Sonic and Dairy Queen,” Hastings said. “[But the 
growth] was inevitable.” 

To attract additional development near Katy Mills, 
the city of Katy worked with Fort Bend County to 
set up an agreement, Katy City Administrator Byron 
Hebert said.  In this agreement, a portion of property 
taxes and sales taxes across a commercial-use parcel 
that includes Katy Mills would � nance infrastructure 
projects in the area surrounding the mall. 

Over the past 20 years, about $29.6 million in com-
mercial property and sales taxes collected on the 

CONTINUED FROM 1CONTINUED FROM

for the city that really helped spark a catalyst for 
growth,” Katy Mills General Manager James Ross said. 

developer � rst came to talk with the city of Katy in 
the 1990s, the municipality has worked to attract new 
development by investing about $29.6 million in infra-
structure projects from tax revenues from the mall and 
nearby area, former and present Katy o�  cials said. 
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KATY MILLS OPENED 20 YEARS AGO WITH 
1.2M GROSS LEASABLE SQUARE FEET.

1997: The Mills 
Corp. receives an 
option to acquire 
500-acre site in 

Katy for a mall.

Early 1998:  The 
Mills Corp. purchas-
es the 500-acre site 
and begins building. 
It co-owns the proj-
ect with Kan Am. Oct.1999: Katy Mills 

opens Oct. 28 at 
91.2% occupancy. 

Feb. 2007: Simon 
Property Group 
announces it will ac-
quire The Mills Corp.
The acquisition is 
completed in April.

2014: City of Katy 
begins discussing ren-

ovations to Katy Mills 
with Simon.

Dec. 2018: Interior 
renovations are 

completed.

Oct. 2019: Exterior 
renovations begin.

March 2018: Simon 
announces a $30 
million remodel for 
Katy Mills.

K A T Y  H I S T O R Y

KATY MILLS WAS THE LARGEST KATY 
EMPLOYER IN 2017 WITH A TOTAL 

OF 3,200 EMPLOYEES. 

IN THE LAST 20 YEARS, KATY MILLS AND 
THE SURROUNDING AREA CONTRIBUTED 

$29.6M TO INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF KATY.

O C C U P A N C Y E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T

E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T

S A L E S  T A X

Galleria National

Houston Premier 
Outlets

Both sales tax and property tax contributed.

IN 2018, AREA MALLS WERE PERFORMING 
ABOVE THE NATIONAL OCCUPANCY RATE.
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City of KatySales tax collected by Katy Mills

THE CITY OF KATY COLLECTED $3M 
IN SALES TAX REVENUE FROM

 KATY MILLS IN FISCAL YEAR 2017-18.

nearby area, former and present Katy o�  cials said. 

ing a $30 million remodel that is expected to be largely 
completed by the end of the year and help make the 
Katy a destination city in conjunction with the neigh-
boring Katy Boardwalk District under construction, 
city o�  cials and Ross said. 

Katy would be what it is today if it hadn’t happened,” 
said Kayce Reina, the city of Katy’s director of tourism 
and marketing.

CATALYST FOR GROWTH

structure projects from tax revenues from the mall and 
nearby area, former and present Katy o�  cials said. 

O R I G I N A L  T E N A N T S

OF THE 13 ORIGINAL ANCHOR TENANTS, 
SEVEN ARE STILL OPEN AT KATY MILLS.

Benetton Sportsystem
AMC Theatres
Bass Pro Shops
Bed, Bath & Beyond
Books-A-Million
Boot Town Inc.
Burlington Coat Factory

For Your Entertainment
Jillian’s 
Marshalls
Rainforest Cafe
Starfl ight Cafe
Sun & Ski Sports

Stores with 20,000-plus square feet are considered 
anchor tenants. 

20
09

100%

95%

90%

85%

0%

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
18

20
17

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, TEXAS COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS, 
SIMON PROPERTY GROUP U.S. SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
FILINGS, MOODY’S ANALYTICS REIS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

7 
things to know about
KATY MILLS MALL

97.3%
Katy Mills

occupied 
in 2018

O
cc

up
an

cy
 ra

te

90.6%
U.S. 2019 quarter 
3 occupancy rate



*Additional terms and conditions apply. See website for details.

Katy edition • November 2019 33

commercial-use parcel has gone toward building util-
ities, roads and other infrastructure, Hebert and Katy 
Finance Director Andrew Vasquez said. 

This then attracted additional businesses such as 
Typhoon Texas, hotels and other businesses, Hebert and 
Reina said. Between 1997 and 2018, the taxable value of 
the commercial-use parcel increased 6,098% from $4.4 
million to $272.6 million, Vasquez said. 

Additionally, the sales tax revenue not going toward 
infrastructure has helped pay for � re, police and other 
basic city services, Hebert said. Throughout the past 20 
years, it has been a steady revenue source for the city.

“The � nancial dealings were unprecedented for our 
city,” former Mayor Hank Schmidt said.

He—along with former City Administrator Johnny 

Nelson and a team of others—worked with Fort Bend 
County on the agreement, with the city of Houston 
to expand Katy’s city limits to include Katy Mills, 
and with the mall developer on permitting and 
building codes. 

“It’s been an economic boon to the city,” Schmidt 
said. “It’s helped the taxpayers in ways they don’t 
even realize.” 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

However, the rise of online sales did cause the city 
to worry about Katy Mills’ future, Hebert said. 

“The threat of malls going dark was real,” he said. 
A 2017 analysis by Wells Fargo Securities found 

72 out of 1,000 malls in its database have shuttered. 
The report found newer, more modern malls were 
causing retailers to leave older malls for these new 
developments. 

To remain competitive, Katy Mills owner Simon 
Property Group announced in March 2018 the mall 
would undergo a remodel. The interior renovations 
were completed in December 2018, and the exterior 
updates are projected to be largely completed by the 
end of 2019. 

The city of Katy played a part in this renovation 
project. In 2014, Hebert said the city administration 
and the Katy Development Authority began nego-
tiating an economic deal with Simon. In the agree-
ment, Simon agreed to invest $30 million in reno-
vations for Katy Mills, while KDA would repay the 
company $9 million over the next 20 years. 

Out of the dozen or so malls in the Greater Hous-
ton area, Katy Mills is among the � ve to six malls 
that are succeeding thanks to a thriving, supportive 
community, said Jason Gaines, the senior vice presi-
dent and retail division leader of NAI Partners.

“Katy has almost anything a retailer would want: 
national reputation for good schools, clean commu-
nities, a�  uent residents, diverse demographics,” 
Gaines said. “Everything is desirable.”

During its 20 years, Katy Mills has been a place 
to shop for deals, a social space for teenagers and a 
destination for family fun, especially with a movie 
theater, said Cindy Byers, who has lived in Katy 
since 1997.

Alex Argeuta, who met his wife at Katy Mills in 
2000 while she was working at Burlington Coat Fac-
tory with his sister, said he brings his children to the 
20-year-old mall. 

“We live on Westheimer … two [minutes] away 

from Katy Mills [and] bring our two boys for fun 
[and] indoor shopping to Katy Mills,” he said. “They 
love the train [and the] children[‘s] playground.”

Katy Mills also partakes in community activities, 
Ross said. The mall serves as an events space for 
festivals such as Katy Brew Fest and partners with 
Katy ISD through the Simon Academy to provide 
learning opportunities to students needing alter-
native education.

“We’ve always been more than just a place to 
shop,” Ross said. “We continue to serve as a hub 
for the community; we’ll always be a hub for the 
community.”

KATY’S RETAIL FUTURE

Although � nancial services company Credit 
Suisse predicts 220 to 275 malls will shutter nation-
wide between 2017 and 2022, the city is con� dent 
Katy Mills will not be among those numbers, Reina 
said. 

“[Simon is] committed to making sure [Katy Mills] 
continues to be the � nancial engine that it currently 
is with the city,” she said.  “They have strategies of 
how to continue to develop the mall as the world 
changes … to turn more entertainment based.”

The city, Ross and Gaines all said they agree the 
upcoming Katy Boardwalk District project—located 
next door to the mall—will not hurt Katy Mills; 
instead, the two developments will complement 
each other. 

“One is totally di� erent from what the other one is 
trying to do,” Hebert said. 

Katy Mills will continue to o� er outlet retail stores, 
while the Katy Boardwalk District will o� er restau-
rants, entertainment, a conference center, and o�  ce 
and residential space, Reina said.

“There may be some retail [at the boardwalk], but 
the retail that would go in the boardwalk wouldn’t 
be retail that would � t into the mall,” Reina said. 

Ross said Simon and Katy Mills support the Katy 
Boardwalk District. 

“It’s something that the city really wants to 
become: a destination city,” he said. “We’re thrilled 
for this addition because in our minds it’s going 
to completely transform this area. ... We’ve been 
attracting the shoppers for 20 years now, and this 
is going to add another element of entertainment.”

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Interior completed with new:

COURTESY SIMON PROPERTY GROUP

Kids 
area

Movie theater 
lounge

Flooring

Paint 
palette

Seating

Lighting Signage Monument

Walkways Paint palette Decor 

Exterior ongoing with new:

Charging 
stations

Lighting 

R E N O V A T I O N S

KATY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY WILL 
CONTRIBUTE $9M OF THE $30M TOTAL 
FOR THE  ONGOING  KATY MILLS REMODEL.



China and Hong Kong previously received 60% of plastic waste 
exports from G7 countries. As exporting to China is more diffi cult, 
alternate markets are saturated, and some are unready for the infl ux.
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the city’s solid waste and recy-
cling provider—who said it 
was due to international policy 
changes.

Because glass is one of the 
more costly factors in recycling, 
Katy and Fulshear stopped 
accepting glass as a recyclable 
item in September and October, 
respectively. 

Not recycling glass will 
make land� lls � ll up faster and 
potentially need expansion, 
which would likely be covered 
by taxpayer dollars since very 
few land� lls are run by private 
companies, said Jordan Fen-
gel, the executive director of 
the State of Texas Alliance for 
Recycling. 

“If we need to expand it, 
that’s your money going to put 
stu�  in the ground,” Fengel 
said. “If we recycle more and 
keep stu�  out of the land� ll, 
not only do you generate jobs, 
but you save tax dollars.”

CHINA’S ROLE

Changes in quality require-
ments from China and the drop 
in global demand for recycla-
bles means it is costing more to 
recycle than manufacturers are 
willing to pay for the materials, 
Fengel said. This makes it di�  -
cult for cities to regain the cost 
of curbside services.                       

In the past, cities in the U.S. 
exported recyclable paper and 
plastic to China for process-
ing. But in January 2018, China 
banned imports of all but the 
cleanest, most high-grade 
materials by imposing a 99.5% 
purity standard that many 
countries struggle to meet.

Examples of recycling con-
tamination include: when 
incorrect materials are put into 
the recycling bin, when correct 
items are put in the bin while 

still having food or residue in 
containers and when recycla-
bles are in plastic bags. 

He added glass bottles some-
times have remnants that con-
taminate other materials, too.

Fulshear’s contamination 
rate ranges from 26.5% to 
31%, according to city o�  cials. 
Katy’s contamination rates 
were not provided by the city 
nor Republic Services. 

“Recycling is super dirty,” 
Fengel said. “The issue is we 
don’t recycle correctly. China 
isn’t buying [impure recycla-
bles], the markets are collaps-
ing, and now we have a huge 
problem with rate increases.”

In 2017, China was importing 
roughly 1.3 million tons of recy-
clables each year. As of 2018, 
the country is only importing 
70,000 tons, a 94% decrease. 

Imports to other Asian coun-
tries, including Malaysia, Thai-
land and India, have increased 
to make up for the shortfall, 
but those countries are closing 
their ports and shipping mate-
rials back to their originating 
countries because of high con-
tamination rates, according to a 
Republic Services report. 

About 1 in 4 items put into 
recycling bins across Texas is 
not recyclable, according to a 
2017 study on the economic 
impacts of recycling in Texas 
conducted by the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental 
Quality. 

“The contamination per-
centage at 0.5% is too low to 
be viable for exporters as they 
would take a loss on cleaning 
the product,” said Nikolas 
Zelinski, a spokesperson for 
the California-based End of 
Waste Foundation, which aims 
to increase recycling. “Most 
material sent to China was 
mixed together and not con-
sidered valuable enough to be 

The best way for residents to avoid 
contaminating recyclables and directly 
increasing recycling costs is to check 
with their cities to learn which items 
are accepted in recycling programs.

• Clean bottles and cans 
before recycling

• Ensure all recycling is dry
• Check with cities to know 

acceptable recycling items
• Do not place recycling in 

plastic bags
• Make sure there is no food 

or other organic material in 
recycling bins

• Do not crush or fl atten 
containers such as cans, 
paper milk or juice cartons

Malaysia

U.S.

Vietnam

Japan

Netherlands

Germany

U.K

France

Italy

Canada

Taiwan

Thailand

India

China

Hong Kong

manually sorted, cleaned and 
processed for reuse.”

The Chinese landscape and 
environment were su� ering by 
accepting lower-grade waste 
materials mixed with recycla-
bles, he said.

RECYCLING AT HOME

Individuals directly increase 
the cost of recycling by placing 
items that do not belong in the 
recycle bin, Fengel said. 

Waste Corporation of Amer-
ica, Fulshear’s solid waste and 
recycling provider, performed 
a recycling audit in July, and 
a total of 262 pounds was bro-
ken out, or recycled improp-
erly: 22.8 pounds of glass, 17.3 
pounds with residue or con-
tamination, 23.4 pounds made 
nonrecoverable by residue, and 
31.1 pounds of plastic bags with 
residue.

“The cost to recycle has gone 
up in spite of dropping glass 
from the program,” Fulshear’s 
Chief Financial O�  cer Wes 
Vela said. “The cost to recycle 
has increased because of the 
contamination rate associated 
with the program.”

Vela said the city will focus 
on more education to help mit-
igate and possibly reduce costs 
in the future. 

 “Contamination is a huge 
issue,” Fengel said. “We’ve seen 
everything from cow skulls to 
bowling balls to propane tanks. 
People throw whatever in the 
recycling cart and think, ‘If I 
put it in there, someone will � g-
ure it out.’ Nope. No one will.” 

Contamination leads to 
higher costs to sort, clean and 
process material to sell to buy-
ers, Fengel said. When resi-
dents are not careful about 
the materials they put in their 
recycling bins, it becomes more 
di�  cult for municipalities to 
collect recycling and maintain 

+260%

-30%

-30%

-19%

-3%

-12%

-25%

-18%

-77%

+103%

+32%

+193%

+1,388%

-9%

-94%

Clean bottles and cans 
before recycling
Ensure all recycling is dry

• Do not crush or fl atten 
containers such as cans, 

increasing recycling costs is to check 
with their cities to learn which items 
are accepted in recycling programs.

recycling bins

2017     20182017     2018

2017     20182017     2018

EFFECTS OF CHINA'S POLICY CHANGE

0 300K 600K 900K 1.2M

Tons of plastic waste

0 300K 600K 900K 1.2M

Tons of plastic waste

How global exports of recycled paper 
and plastic changed course in 12 months

SOURCE: REPUBLIC 
INDUSTRIES/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

• No glass containers
• No pizza boxes
• Flatten all 

cardboard 
boxes

or other organic material in or other organic material in 

• 

• 
• 

SINGLE-STREAM

MAJOR IMPORTERS

G7'S EXPORTS

Changes in recycling revenue are affected by 
factors from the individual level all the way to 
the international level.

RECYCLING
Road to 

China and Hong Kong previously received 60% of plastic waste 
exports from G7 countries. As exporting to China is more diffi cult, 
alternate markets are saturated, and some are unready for the infl ux.

EFFECTS OF CHINA'S POLICY CHANGE
How global exports of recycled paper 
and plastic changed course in 12 months

Changes in recycling revenue are affected by 
factors from the individual level all the way to 
the international level.

RECYCLING
Road to 

Also known as curbside recycling, where 

all recyclable items are put into one bin

RECYCLING GUIDE



Educational speaker series:
Starting in 2020, KKB will host 
a speaker quarterly. The fi rst 
speaker of the series will give a 
presentation on recycling. 

Biannual citywide garage 
sales: KKB organizes this event 
for residents to help promote 
reduce, reuse, recycle and 
rebuy.

Don’t Mess with Texas trash 
off: KKB mobilizes volunteers 
to pick up litter throughout the 
city as well as offer recycling and 
paper shredding. 

America Recycles Day:  A 
Keep America Beautiful 
national initiative dedicated 
to promoting recycling. KKB 
offers electronic recycling and 
paper shredding. They collect 
donations such as books, 
blankets and coats which are 
then donated to local charities 
to be reused. 

Earth Day: an annual event 
celebrated on April 22, in which 
events worldwide are held 
to demonstrate support for 
environmental protection

SOURCE: KEEP KATY BEAUTIFUL, CITY OF KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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59

1093

N

MORTON RD.

BRITTMOORE 
RD.

Shown below are recycling 
centers for those living outside 
of Katy city limits.

Katy edition • November 2019 35

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

recycling programs. 
Fulshear and Katy have 

adopted single-stream recy-
cling, also known as curbside, 
in which community members 
put all recyclable items in one 
bin without having to sort it. 

Fengel said glass becomes a 
contaminant when it is mixed 
with paper and plastic, and it 
devalues or detracts from the 
value of certain commodities. 
By separating glass and not 
allowing cross-contamination, 
it adds value to those who col-
lect it. 

“The general notion is that 
it is too hard to teach everyone 
[how to recycle properly],” Fen-
gel said. “That’s not true. There 
are cities going back to [allow-
ing residents to separate their 
own recyclables].”

KEEPING RECYCLING ALIVE

Fengel said it is important 
for the U.S. to be self-reliant in 
reprocessing materials as it is 
an economic driver for munici-
palities, regional governments, 
state governments and nations. 

“Your dollar is your loud-
est voice,” Fengel said. “Be a 
responsible purchaser and buy 
stu�  that has recycled content. 
That tells manufacturers that 
you are looking at what they 

use and sends a message to 
use more. The more recycla-
ble material that gets put into 
these other items, it is a bet-
ter business for the recycling 
industry.”

Recycling employs 17,000 
people in Texas and provides a 
$3.3 billion in economic impact 
revenue, he said. 

Republic Industries reported 
infrastructure improvements 
are needed to make up for 
China, which previously took 
in 60% of plastic waste exports 
from G7 countries. Addition-
ally, it recommended increas-
ing public education to lower 
contamination rates.

Fengel, along with others, 
lobbied to pass Texas Senate 
Bill 649, aimed to promote the 
use of recyclable materials as 
feedstock for processing and 
manufacturing, and the bill 
received $500,000 in funding.

A report will be available by 
September 2020, and the entire 
market development plan for 
the recycling industry by the 
state of Texas will be due to 
the governor and legislators in 
September 2021. 

At the Sept. 16 Fulshear 
City Council meeting, city 
sta�  agreed to work closely 
with WCA on an education 

campaign to � nd ways to keep 
residents informed on how to 
properly dispose of their trash. 

As the amount of improperly 
recycled material decreases, 
everyone in the city will ben-
e� t, and the residents of Ful-
shear will know they are recy-
cling the proper way, WCA 
Waste Municipal Sales Man-
ager Trevor Royal said. 

Republic Industries recom-
mended increasing public edu-
cation to lower contamination 
rates and increase commodity 
values.

The board managing Keep 
Katy Beautiful oversees proj-
ects and events including the 
biannual citywide garage sales 
to help promote reduce, reuse, 
recycle and rebuy. 

In 2020, KKB will start an 
educational speaker series, 
and the � rst speaker subject 
will be recycling, said Jess 
Washburn, Katy’s tourism and 
marketing assistant. The series 
will be a quarterly event. 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY

ALEX HOSEY.

Polyethylene 
terephthalate

Example: soft 
drink bottle

High-density 
polyethylene

Example: milk jug
Polyvinyl chloride

Example: fi lm wrap

Polystyrene

Example: 
egg carton

Other

Examples: nylon, 
acrylic, fi berglass, 
polycarbonate

Low-density 
polyethylene

Example: 
shopping bags

Recyclable Not recyclableSometimes 
recyclable

Sometimes 
recyclable

Sometimes 
recyclable

Sometimes 
recyclable

Recyclable

Did you know? The chasing arrows symbol on plastic containers does not mean the product is recyclable. The 
small number inside the triangle tells the type of plastic used to make it. Not all plastics are recyclable or reusable.

recycling programs. 

terephthalate

Example: soft 
drink bottle

  1   Fort Bend County Recycle 
and Environmental Center
1200 Blume Road, Rosenberg 
281-633-7581

  2   Waller County Recycling 
Center
32159 Morton Road, Brookshire 
281-391-2009

  3   Greenstar Recycling
1200 Brittmoore Road, Houston 
713-461-9933

PolystyrenePolypropylene

Example: 
lawn chair

10

SOURCE: STATE OF TEXAS ALLIANCE 
FOR RECYCLING/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

PRO 
TIP:

RECYCLING 101

Upcoming events

Many grocery stores 
accept plastic bags.

Low-density 

small number inside the triangle tells the type of plastic used to make it. Not all plastics are recyclable or reusable.

BLUME 
RD.

59

90A

529

WHERE TO RECYCLE
OUTSIDE KATY CITY LIMITS

KKB is managed by locals who work toward educating and engaging 
the community’s environmental health through litter prevention and 
waste reduction. The group’s annual projects are below.

KEEP KATY BEAUTIFUL

SOURCE: HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

2

1

3

Shown below are recycling 

recyclable

WHERE TO RECYCLE



877-313-SELL
seetimsell.com

3 OFFERS
(or a contract)

on Your Home

This offer is good for homes 
within 10 minutes of our offi ce 
(this means you!).

Our team members have helped sell 
over 1000 homes right here in Katy 
and we would be honored to sell your 
home fast and for top dollar.

Your Neighborhood Realtor
See TIM Sell

Guaranteed in30 DAYS
(or Fire us at No Charge.)

Conditions Apply

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com36

5 bedroom / 2.5 bath       3,158 sq. ft.       $265,000
Realm Real Estate Professionals
Danny Davila 832-274-6933

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath       2,449 sq. ft.       $227,500
EXP Realty LLC
Matthew Eastes 832-641-3241

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The Morton Creek Ranch neighborhood is 
located in Katy, west of Mason Road and north of 
I-10. The subdivision has 884 single-family home 
lots within Katy ISD, according to the Houston 
Association of Realtors. In general, homes in 
Morton Creek Ranch start at about $165,000 and 
garages are the most common type of parking 
available.

Build-out year: 2009

Square footage: 1,372-4,169

Home values: $177,500-$356,000

HOA dues (estimated): $615 annually 

Amenities: Community outdoor pool, 
clubhouse

Schools: Robert King Elementary School, 
T.H. McDonald Junior High School, Morton 
Ranch High School in Katy ISD

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.5166
Harris County  0.4186
Harris County Flood Control District  0.0288
Port of Houston Authority  0.0116
Harris County Hospital District  0.1711
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.0052
Harris County MUD 432  1.3400
Harris County ESD No. 48  0.1000
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.5918

$248,245

MORTON CREEK RANCH, 77493

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$97.17$8,916 67

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 11/1/19

30 13

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by See Tim Sell LLC, Tim Sojka 
Keller Williams Realty • 713-822-2152 • www.seetimsell.com

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath       2,356 sq. ft.       $214,000
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate
Betsy Ross 281-678-4596

5 bedroom / 3.5 bath       3,572 sq. ft.       $355,215
Keller Williams Platinum
Lance Loken 281-861-4624

3039 Madison Elm St.

3339 Upland Spring Trace

23719 Subalpine Fir Lane

3006 View Valley Trail

REAL ESTATE

Price 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD  OCT. 2018 VS.  OCT. 2019

+3.4%

+2%

+0.8%

+9.4%
-6.8%

+2.5%

ON THE MARKET  (OCTOBER 2019)

Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less - - 11/29 - - -

$150,000-$199,999 - 2/13 87/46 29/79 29/64 1/87

$200,000-$299,999 1/123 36/64 161/77 91/100 207/97 137/95

$300,000-$399,999 10/79 76/127 7/86 59/134 124/129 219/103

$400,000-$499,999 10/71 50/145 2/26 21/172 48/133 124/127

$500,000-$599,999 3/79 42/127 - 14/89 26/142 58/149

$600,000-$799,999 8/171 33/159 - 3/356 21/172 57/166

$800,000-$999,999 7/201 11/216 1/556 2/122 5/114 19/279

$1 million + 4/119 6/240 - 6/242 2/806 23/227

MARKET DATA

77493

77494

77441
77450

77094

77449

N

10

1093

99
TOLL

6

529



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Astor Farm to Table .................................... 42

Big Z’s Pizza House & Brew ........................ 39

Fajita Pete’s ............................................... 39

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 38

Great Harvest Bread Company .................. 42

Harris County Smokehouse ....................... 38

HotBits - Indian Tasty Bites......................... 39

Katy Vibes ................................................. 39

Legends Coffee and Cafe ........................... 41

Rosati’s Pizza ............................................. 38

SMOOSH Cookies ..................................... 41

The Oaks Kitchen & Bar ............................. 41

The Toasted Yolk ........................................ 42

ELECTRONICS
Fix My Phone ............................................. 38

HEALTH & FITNESS
Athlete Training and Health ....................... 37 

CBD American Shaman.............................. 40

Katy Youth Soccer Club .............................. 40

Sacred Leaf CBD Wellness Store ................. 42

Your CBD Store .......................................... 38

HOME & GARDEN
Tradition Outdoor Living ............................ 43



(281) 394-5499 | FIXMYPHONE.COM 
IN FRONT OF MAIN EVENT

24437 KATY FWY #300 | KATY, TX 77494

$20 OFF
AND A

FREE TEMPERED GLASS 
SCREEN PROTECTOR

WITH ANY SCREEN REPAIR

CALL TODAY

Chicag� Pi�z�

ORDER ONLINE AT ROSATISPIZZA.COM

281-239-7924

S U N D AY  -  T H U R S D AY
8 P M - C L O S E

F R I D AY  -  S AT U R D AY
9 P M - C L O S E

REVERSE 
HAPPY 
HOUR

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

DINE- IN  •  BAR •  CARRYOUT
DEL IVERY  •  CATERING

9111 FM 723 SUITE 250 AT FM 1093 | CINCO RANCH

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In and carryout only. Please mention coupon when 
ordering,  Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/19. CI1

(EXCLUDES  CATERING)

FREE BREADSTICKS
WITH ANY PURCHASE

Dine In and carryout only. Please mention coupon when or-
dering,  Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/19. CI3

OF  $15  OR  MORE  (TAX  EXCLUDED)

FREE 2-LITER
WITH ANY PIZZA PURCHASE

Carryout only.  Please mention coupon when ordering,  
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/19. CI2

(NOT  VAL ID  WITH  SL ICES)

FREE PIZZA
FREE 12” THIN CRUST CHEESE PIZZA

Dine In and carryout only. Please mention coupon when or-
dering,  Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/19. CI4

WITH  PURCHASE  OF  ANY 18”  P IZZA(TAX  EXCLUDED)

2$

OFF PINTS 14”THIN CRUST 
CHEESE PIZZA

C I 5

PIZZA BAR

M O N D AY- F R I D AY
10.99$

U N T I L  5 P M  O N LY

Where Good Health Hits Home

Come see us and learn how we can help you 
improve your quality of life� 

2020 S. Fry Rd, Suite D, Katy, TX 77450 | 281-676-4933 | katy413.cbdrx4u.com

We are Katy’s premier health and wellness boutique 
off ering a premium line of CBD products.

15% 
OFF 

Total Purchase
Must present coupon� 

Expires 12�31�19

S. 
FR

Y R
D.

W
ES

TG
RE

EN
 

BL
VD

.

HIGHLAND 

KNOLLS DR.

harriscountysmokehouse.com
OPEN DAILY - 7AM - 9PM

Serving
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

20% 
off

Does not include alcohol. 
Not to exceed $10.

Decisions. Decisions.Decisions.

Why not have it all ?

Cy-Fair
19811 Northwest Fwy. 

281.890.5735 

Tomball
14243 FM 2920 
281.351.4060

Katy
222 W. Grand Parkway S.

832.913.3112

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
1705-B Fry Road

KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E.
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 12.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

HHOOUUSSTON ARETON ARETON AREAA LOCAT LOCATA LOCATAA LOCATA IONS

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

eddy’s locations.

 LOCAT LOCATIIOONNSS

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com38



REAL & TRUE CHICAGO DEEP DISH PIZZA!

FAMOUS CHICAGO STREET FOOD

SANDWICHES * SAUSAGE * ITALIAN BEEFS

HOT DOGS * GYROS * CANNOLI 

JOIN US TO WATCH 
your favorite teams on our 

TEN BIG SCREENS!
When you walk through our door 

YOU’RE FAMILY!

KIDS PIZZA
Includes Drink and Chips with purchase of 14” Pizza

Dine In or Carry out One coupon per customer
Not valid with any other special.  Expires 12/31/19

2004 S. Mason Road south of Highland Knolls, Katy

281-574-1788
www.fa ce b o o k .co m / b i g z s p i z z a

GRAND GRAND OPENING
NOVEMBER 23RD!

PLANNING A 
HOLIDAY PARTY?

Katy-Firethorne
281-396-4441| 2611 FM 1463, Suite 400 

Katy, TX 77454

Katy-Mason
281-574-0008 | 1590 S. Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450

BRING EVERYONE'S FAVORITE SIDES HOME!
10% off any order 
of $150 or more

Cannot be combined. Expires 12/31/19

(among other things) with our
FAJITAS FOR LA FAMILIA DEAL! $64.99

for a fajita spread fi t for six!
*Includes 1.5 lbs of chicken fajitas, flautas, 12 hand-rolled tortillas, 

a quart of beans & rice, fresh pico de gallo, sour cream, medium 
guacamole, queso, salsa roja, chips and 2 orders of sopapillas.

We have options to fi t any 
need. Contact one of our 
catering specialist today.

Live Weekend Music & Comedy Shows 
Check out our latest schedule at

www.katyvibes.com!

24757 Katy Freeway
832-437-2807

The HOTTEST 
new restaurant & Sports 

Bar in Katy!

NOW 
HIRING!

WHISKEY & WINGS 
WEDNESDAY

75 CENTS WINGS

TACO 
TUESDAY

$2.50 TACOS

MARGARITA 
MONDAY

$4 MARGARITAS

THIRSTY
THURSDAY

$15 RIBEYE STEAK

CHECK OUT OUR DELICIOUS 
DAILY SPECIALS!

Katy edition • November 2019 39

Holiday Offers 

We do live catering - Dosa, 
Kati Rolls & Chaats! 

For Catering call 832-464-4768

Visit us at www.thehotbits.com 
We are located at 25230 FM 1093 Rd, Katy, TX

Call us at 832-437-0559 | 832-464-4768

Kati Rolls, Burgers, Pizza, 
Meal Combos, Appetizers, 
Chaats, Indo Chinese 
Package and more!

15% OFF
Kati Rolls, 

Pizza, Burger, 
Meal Combos, 

Chaats

We do live catering - Dosa, 

Meal Combos, 

Appetizer
Veg or Non-Veg Curry 

Chana Masala
Rice, Naan, 

Dessert

(Tue - Fri 11 a.m - 3 p.m)
Only $8.95 

Daily Lunch Specials
INTRODUCING

(Nov - Dec 31st) 

25% OFF
Veg or 

Chicken 
Biryani

Holiday Offers 

Visit us at www.thehotbits.com 

25% OFF

Discounts
SPECIAL

Any Kati Roll or Burger 
(except mutton)- 
$5 per unit
(order of 25 
or more)

Catering packages: only 
$10 per plate for min 
order of 25
Premium Meal Package: 2 
appetizers, 2 entrees, daal, 
rice, naan, dessert, raita

Katy ISD Students 
get 15% o
  Tue. - Fri. 

Daily Lunch Specials

Dessert

(Nov - Dec 31st) Holiday Offers 



/CAREERS

Become an
IMPACTER

NEWSPAPER
THAT’S GROWING 

We’re the

C A LL  TO DAY  8 6 6.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver geographically within a radius of your business or to specific neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D S  YO U  WA N T  TO  RE AC H

POSTCARDS • INSERTS • STICKY NOTES
Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 11¢ a piece.

Discounts  fo� Veterans 
all day, every day!

I-10

Katy Fort 
Bend Rd

24811 Katy Freeway Ste. 
400, Katy 77494 
(832) 437-7712

BRING THIS 
AD IN FOR 

20% OFF
YOUR 

ENTIRE 
PURCHASE

Exp. 12/31/19

Katy TX

You deserve the highest 
quality CBD products 

on the market!
Our Hemp Oil 

products contain 
high amounts of CBD 

(Cannabidiol)
All natural, extracted 
organically with CO2.

Gluten-free, 100% 
organic, non-GMO 

Hemp, and has 
no heavy metals 
or insecticides. 

Terpene rich, and 
batch-tested using 
ultra performance 

convergence 
chromatography.

We don’t make claims, our customers do.

Free Samples! 
No purchase necessary

Grown, Processed 
and Extracted 

in the USA

Spring

Registrati on opens 

November 1, 2019

$110.00
$130.00
$140.00

Under 5 & 6
Under 7 – 10
Under 11 and up

Celebrating 41 years in Katy area!

www.katyyouthsoccer.com

• Ages 4 and U19
• Teams formed by neighborhood
• Full uniform provided
• End of season awards 

to all players
• Standings for U8 and up.
• Volunteer coaches receive 

free training and mandatory 
background checks

• Most games on Saturday
• Games played at 

Katy Soccer Park.
• Spring online registrati on will 

open on Nov. 1.
www.katyyouthsoccer.com

• Walk up registrati on
Jan. 18, 2020 at Times Square 
Entertainment Center.
11am - 2pm

• Season starts on Feb. 29. 
Season ends Mid May.

41 Years in KatyKaty Youth Soccer Club!

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40



9550 Spring Green Blvd. #406 | Katy, TX 77494 | www.smooshcookies.com | 832-913-3092

Our freshly baked cookies, premium ice cream and crazy toppings will 
create that one of a kind personal ice cream sandwich. With endless 
combinations, it will defi nitely change the way you look at dessert, 
forever! Visit the Cinco Ranch location and come SMOOSH with us!

Ready, Set, Go!

Now 
Open

Buy one Ice Cream Cookie Sandwich
& get one 1/2 off! Of equal or lesser value. One coupon 

per customer. Valid at the Cinco Ranch 
location only. Offer expires 12/15/19.

HOW DO YOU
SMOOSH?!

#SMOOSHCincoRanch

SINCE 1905 red wing, minn.

& SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
BLACK FRIDAY
SALE
Friday and Saturday
November 29 & 30 ONLY
8 a.m to Noon

ENTIRE PURCHASE!
20% OFF

breakfast • lunch • dinner
coffee • gelato

available for doordash or order online

Legends Coffee and Cafe
25707 Westheimer Parkway 77494 • 281-574-1168

Check our website for

UPCOMING LIVE MUSIC PERFORMANCES

legendscoffeecafe.com

Red Wing Shoe Store #688
21953 Katy Freeway Ste. B, 
Katy, TX 77450
(next to Harbor Freight)

Provincial Blvd.

I-10

M
ason Rd.

Mason Rd.
Access

FIESTA

HARBOR 
FREIGHT

Unlimited
Refi lls

On coffee of the day
In mug only • Until noon

In-store only. One per customer
Expires 12/31/19

TUESDAY SPECIAL
LATTES

Buy one | Get one FREE!
One per customer. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/19

DECEMBER 7TH

All Day festivities!

M O R N I N G

Children’s Singalong

 Kids’ Programs 

 Santa Photos

A L L  D AY 

T O Y  D R I V E

collecting Toys for 

Tots, with Willow 

Fork Fire Dept. 

Holiday Party

K I T C H E N&B A R

The Oaks
www.T H E O A K S K I TC H E N.com

sunday BRUNCH
sunday 

1/2 price RED WINE BY THE GLASS
*LIMITED AVAILABILITY ON RED WINE OPTIONS

TACO & TEQUILA tuesday

WINE DOWN wednesday

thursday 
HUB'S BIERGARTEN & LIVE MUSIC

HAPPY HOUR daily

9 AM to 2 PM

4 PM to 8 PM

ALL DAY

ALL DAY

4 PM

3 PM to 6 PM
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CBD WELLNESS STORE
THE BEST CBD STORE IN TOWN!

Give th e gift of

CBD OIL  •  EDIBLES  •  PET PRODUCTS
AND MORE!

BUY ONE PRODUCT, GET 
THE SECOND 1/2 OFF!

Of equal or lesser value. 
Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 

Must present coupon. 
Expires 12.31.19.

BRING THIS AD IN BLACK 
FRIDAY WEEKEND FOR A

One per family.
$30 value. 

Valid from 11/29-12/1

www.sacredleafcbd-tx.com
832.437.7783

Sacred leaf CBD Sacredleaf_katy

25705 KATY FREEWAY, STE 120, KATY, TX 
Next to Alicia’s Mexican Grille

between Smash Burger and Verizon

10PIN OAK RD.

FEATURING HOUSE-MADE COOKED
DISHES WITH ARGENTINIAN, 

VENEZUELAN AND 
SOUTH AFRICAN STYLE.

1520 S. MASON ROAD SUITE A, KATY 77450 • 832-913-6495

WWW. A S TO R FA RM TOTA B L E . C OM

WEDNESDAYS
FREE DESSERT

WITH PURCHASE OF
DINNER ENTREE

W/COUPON • EXP 12/31/19
OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

SATURDAYS
FREE EMPANADA

WITH PURCHASE OF
DINNER ENTREE

W/COUPON • EXP 12/31/19
OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

TUESDAY BREAKFAST
BUY ONE, GET SECOND 

ONE HALF OFF!
W/COUPON • EXP 12/31/19

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

CATERING 
TOO!

98 W Grand Parkway S #100 
Katy TX. 77494 

In front of Costco, 
Next to Mo’s Irish Pub.

281-968-0883
thetoastedyolk.com

BRUNCH

Home
HARD OR GO

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com42

(281) 578-3097 | GreatHarvestKatyTX.com
1623 South Fry Rd., Katy | Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm, Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

Must present coupon. Limit 1 coupon 
per purchase, Expires 12/26/19

FREE

PURCHASE A GIFT 
BASKET OVER $30 
AND RECEIVE A 6 
PACK OF COOKIES
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KATY EDITION

Schedule online: texaschildrens.org

© 2019 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC_132526_19

We’ve been dedicated to 

the care of Texas’ children 

since 1954. With Texas 

Children’s Hospital West 

Campus right in your community, 

we’ve got you covered, from specialties 

like radiology, sports medicine and 

rheumatology to complex inpatient 

and emergency care. Our focus on 

kids means we’re able to treat more 

pediatric conditions than any other 

hospital in the region.

It’s our specialty.
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