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Franklin, Williamson County push forward 
with long-term planning for area growth

The city of Franklin has added another 474 acres to 
its footprint following an Oct. 22 election referendum in 
which 19 property owners unanimously voted to join the 
city, according to election results from the Williamson 
County Election Commission. 

BY WENDY STURGES

City of Brentwood 
updates home 
elevation codes

When Mary Hesselrode and her 
family moved to Brentwood in 2015, 
they knew their home had � ooded 
in the 2010 Nashville � ood, which 
brought as much as 13 inches of rain 
to the Greater Nashville area and 
� ooded thousands of homes and 

BY WENDY STURGES

Setting sights 
on the future

The city of Franklin and Williamson County are working to complete plans to direct future development in the area. 
ALEX HOSEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCES: FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Recurring 
flooding

Data from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency shows Williamson County has 
seen several fl ood events before and since the 
2010 Nashville Flood.

Twenty-six new parcels of land, all located in the areas 
around Long and Pratt lanes in South Franklin east of 
I-65, have been o�  cially added to the city a� er several 
property owners petitioned the city to have their land 
annexed into the city limits earlier this year.

Planning and Sustainability Director Emily Hunter said 
while the area is outside the city’s Urban Growth Bound-
ary—areas where the city has predicted future growth—
landowners in the area have been watching for growth
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With so much going on in Williamson 
County, it can be hard to keep up with 
everyday life and still � nd time to stay 
informed about the things happening 
around us. 

October was a big month in William-
son County. During the Oct. 22 Franklin 
municipal election, voters not only chose 
at-large alderpersons for the next four 
years, but they also approved a referen-
dum that adds over 470 acres of land to 
the city. Be sure to check out our front-
page story to see what this means for the 
area and how Franklin and the county 
are working to address long-term growth. 

In lighter news, the holidays are nearly 
here, and the area is abuzz as people have 
started their Christmas shopping. In case 
you didn’t already know, Nov. 30 is Small 
Business Saturday, and since the heart of 
our mission at Community Impact News-
paper is to support local businesses, our 
team has compiled a shopping guide (see 
Page 7) with local stores in the Franklin 
and Brentwood area to help give you some 
inspiration. Be sure to check out some of 
the holiday events on that page as well. 

Here’s wishing you and yours a Happy 
Thanksgiving and a great start to the 
holiday season!

Getting ready for the holiday season

The city of Franklin held a municipal election Oct. 
22 to select three alderpersons and approve a referen-
dum to add new land to the city limits. 

This year’s election saw about 7.2%, or 3,799, of the 
52,744 registered voters in the area turn out for the 
election. While this number is down from the 9.1% 
turnout recorded during the last city elections in 2017, 
it is still higher than turnout in 2015 and 2013, which 
saw 6.1% and 2.3% turnout, respectively, according to 
the Williamson County Election Commission. 

If these numbers seem low, voters in Williamson 
County will have a chance soon to get them up. State 
and county primaries, as well as presidential prima-
ries, will be held March 3, 2020. 

Next year will also mark the � rst year Williamson 
County will use convenient voting centers as part of 
a pilot project approved by the Tennessee General 
Assembly earlier this year.

What was voter turnout like in Franklin?
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Northgate Gallery AntiquesNorthgate Gallery Antiques

Brentwood, Tennesseeover 20,000 sq.ft
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Franklin. The company deals in functional 
clothing, workwear, tools, gear, gadgets 
and more. 615-716-1123. 
www.duluthtrading.com

  7   Owners Nancy and Steve Hokanson 
launched Guilt Free Bakery in mid-Oc-
tober and have begun supplying baked 
goods to local shops, including  A  High 
Brow Coffee in West Haven and  B  Brent-
wood Market in Brentwood. The com-
pany makes a wide selection of soy-free, 
gluten-free, sugar-free, non-GMO and 
keto-friendly baked goods, including pies, 
parfaits and coffee cake. 615-830-6822. 
www.guiltfreebakeryllc.com

  8   Electronic Express hosted a rib-
bon-cutting at a new location Nov. 7 at 
1735 Galleria Blvd., Ste. 1000, Franklin. 
The electronics store sells televisions, ap-
pliances, cameras and more for personal, 
home or business needs. 615-370-8650. 
www.electronicexpress.com

  9   Fitness studio Barre 3 held its grand 
opening Nov. 13 at 4908 Thoroughbred 
Lane, Brentwood. The studio draws its 
fi tness programming from the tradition of 
ballet barre, Pilates and yoga for the purpose 
of building lean muscles and a strong core 
and improving posture. 629-203-6065. 
www.barre3.com

 10  Dr. Mary Lynn Moran opened a new 
offi ce at 600A Frazier Drive, Ste. 120, Frank-
lin, in October. The facial plastic surgery 
offi ce and medical spa offers both surgical 
and nonsurgical options, including brow 
lifts, Botox, lip enhancement, scar revisions, 
rhinoplasty, mole removal and more. 
615-224-8287. www.marylynnmoranmd.com

 11  Quore held a grand opening for its new 
offi ce at 5000 Meridian Blvd., Franklin, in 
October. The company, which has been in 
the Franklin area since 2012, offers soft-

NOW OPEN

  1  The Rabbit Hole VR opened a sec-
ond location at 215 Gothic Court, Ste. 201, 
Franklin, on Nov. 2. At over 6,000 square 
feet, The Rabbit Hole VR’s new location 
has been touted by its owners as being 
the largest facility in the Southeast and 
includes 12 virtual reality stations where 
players can immerse themselves in virtual 
games and adventures. Sessions are avail-
able for single players or groups. 
615-499-6290. www.therabbitholevr.com

  2   The Candlewood Suites located at 
1305 Murfreesboro Road, Franklin, held a 
grand opening Oct. 24. The hotel has over 
100 rooms as well as recreational ameni-
ties, such as a heated indoor pool, a patio 
and gazebo and a 24-hour fi tness center. 
615-265-0550. www.candlewoodsuites.com

  3   Indian restaurant Beyond Curry
held a grand opening Oct. 24. The 
restaurant, located at 1945 Mallory 
Lane, Ste. 120, Franklin, serves authen-
tic Indian cuisine with a full lunch and 
dinner menu that includes bowls, wraps, 
teas and buffet options. 615-807-2827. 
www.beyondcurry.us

  4   Tony’s Eat & Drink, a new bar and 
restaurant, opened Nov. 1 at 1000 Meridian 
Blvd., Franklin. Owner Tony Urbanek said 
the eatery offers lunch and dinner options, 
such as burgers, loaded hot dogs, wings and 
salads. Tony’s also features a full bar with 
liquor, beer and several signature cocktails. 
615-472-8536. www.tonyseatanddrink.com

  5   AbbyLeigh Gifts & Home opened 
a store at Berry Farms at 5015 Hughes 
Crossings, Ste. 135, Franklin, on Nov. 5 af-
ter relocating from their previous location 
on Main Street. The gift shop sells a wide 
variety of jewelry, home decor, seasonal 
decorations and locally themed gifts. 
615-465-6502. www.facebook.com/
theshoppesonmain

  6   Duluth Trading Company hosted 
a grand opening for their new Franklin 
storefront Nov. 14 at 1725 Galleria Blvd., 
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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How can I react less, 
and plan more?
Let your goals be your guide
Given the uncertainities ahead, making decisions based on your goals, or what you ultimately want 
to accomplish, can help you weather any market with confidence. We can give you thoughtful, 
timely advice and can translate your goals into a clear, actionable financial plan. That way, you’ll 
always know where you stand. And where you’re going.

As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers both investment advisory services and brokerage services. Investment advisory services and brokerage services 
are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. It is important that clients understand the ways in which we conduct business and that they 
carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to them about the products or services we offer. For more information visit our website at ubs.com/workingwithus. For designation disclosures 
visit https://www.ubs.com/us/en/designation-disclosures.html. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certifications marks CFPⓇ, Certifed Financial Planner™ and federally registered CFP 
(with flame design) in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements. ©UBS 2019. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. 
is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. D-UBS-E9AAA2A2
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ware programs for hospitality companies. 
877-974-9774. www.quore.com

 12  LiveGreen opened Oct. 22 at 113 Mur-
freesboro Road, Ste. 414, Franklin. The store 
offers a variety of products containing CBD 
oil, including tinctures, supplements, lotions, 
soaps and pet products. 615-551-2969. 
www.thelivegreenstore.com 

COMING SOON

 13  The Camp Transformation Center, 
a national gym franchise, will open its fi rst 
Tennessee location this December at 1722 
General George Patton Drive, Brentwood. 
The gym’s programming consists of group 
training, positive reinforcement, nutrition 
and supplemental plans, and goal-setting 
with qualifi ed trainers. www.thecamptc.com

 14  Eat the Frog Fitness, an exercise 
studio, will open in 2020 in Hill Center Brent-
wood at 205 Franklin Road, Brentwood. The 
studio delivers highly personalized workouts 
in a studio setting. The studio is expected to 
open in the fi rst quarter of 2020. 
www.eatthefrogfi tness.com

EXPANSIONS

 15  Flexential, an information technology 
company, expanded its data center at 4600 
Carothers Parkway, Franklin, in late Octo-
ber. The expansion added 40,000 square 
feet of additional space to accommodate 
future growth, according to a news release. 
The company offers secure data storage 
for companies and has locations across the 
U.S. 877-552-3539. www.fl exential.com

RENOVATIONS

 16  The Chuck E. Cheese located at 
3073 Mallory Lane, Franklin, held a grand 

reopening event Oct. 1 after the children’s 
pizza restaurant and arcade underwent 
interior remodeling. 615-771-0708. 
www.chuckecheese.com

 17  The Sleep Inn hotel located at 1611 
Galleria Blvd., Brentwood, fi nished reno-
vations to its 92 rooms Oct. 31, according 
to a press release. 615-376-2122. 
www.choicehotels.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 18  Cool Springs Brewery celebrated 10 
years of business Nov. 16 at 600 Frazier 
Drive, Franklin. The brewery, which was 
the fi rst in the area, offers a wide selection 
of beers, including IPAs, stouts and ales, 
as well as food. 615-503-9626. 
www.coolspringsbrewery.com

CLOSINGS

 19  Mill Creek Brewing announced Nov. 
11 it has closed its brewery and taprooms, 
effective immediately, including a Franklin 
location at 216 Noah Drive, Franklin, which 
opened in September. The brewery, which 
is based in Nolensville, cited fi nancial issues 
and has fi led for bankruptcy status, accord-
ing to an announcement from CEO Chris 
Going. www.millcreekbrewingco.com 

 20  Lenny’s Grill & Subs closed its Frank-
lin location at 102 Lumber Drive in late Oc-
tober. The eatery, which operates another 
location near Gallatin, offered sandwiches, 
cheesesteaks and salads. www.lennys.com 

 COMPILED BY ALEX HOSEY AND 
WENDY STURGES

News or questions about Franklin/Brentwood? 
Email us at frbnews@communityimpact.com.
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AbbyLeigh Gifts & Home

53

Downtown Franklin is home to a num-
ber of restaurants, retailers and other 
businesses, with a mixture of historic 
buildings dating back to the pre-Civil 
War era and new developments, such 
as Harpeth Square, surrounding the 
public square.

     

COMING SOON

  1  Olivia Olive Oil will open a new loca-
tion in the Harpeth Square development 
near downtown Franklin in spring 2020 
at 159 First Ave. N., Franklin. According 
to owner Christi Lassen, the olive oil 
store and tasting bar will remain open at 
its original location at 443 Cool Springs 
Blvd., Ste. 103, Franklin. 615-771-9595. 
www.oliviaevoo.com

RELOCATIONS

  2  Vintage, TN will relocate from 1552 
Columbia Ave., Franklin, to The Factory 
at Franklin at 230 Franklin Road, Frank-
lin, in late November. The store offers a 
selection of antiques, home decor, fur-
niture, art, books and more. Vintage, TN 
co-owner Brandy Brown said the store is 
expected to reopen after Thanksgiving. 
615-721-7130. www.vintagetn.com

NAME CHANGE

  3   Southern seafood restaurant Puck-
ett’s Boathouse will soon take on a new 

concept as the Americana Taphouse, 
which is slated to open towards the end 
of the year at 94 E. Main St., Franklin. 
Americana Taphouse will feature an ex-
tensive beer menu and Southern takes 
on classic American dishes like burgers, 
tacos and sandwiches. 
www.amarshallhospitality.com

  4   Restore Wellness & Aesthetics 
announced in October it will become 
Rejuvenage MD Wellness & Medical 
Aesthetics. The medical offi ce, located 
at 231 Public Square, Ste. 204, Franklin 
opened its downtown Franklin location 
in August and offers wellness and skin 
care treatments, including IV treatments, 
botox, hair removal and skin therapies. 
615-567-6134. www.icanrestore.com
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Your ultimate local guide for the months of November and DecemberTO-DO LIST

The 20th annual Turkey Trot returns to Franklin on the morning of Thanksgiving. The 
annual 10K, 5K and 1K benefi ts local nonprofi t Graceworks Ministries Inc. Awards 
for the races will be given to runners of various ages and ranges. Parking will be 
located in and around the CoolSprings Galleria. $13-$45. 6:15 a.m. (registration 
begins). Cool Springs Galleria, 1800 Galleria Blvd., Franklin. 615-794-9055.
www.graceworksministries.net/2019-turkey-trot-benefi ting-graceworks

MAKE ROOM FOR FOOD AT A THANKSGIVING DAY RUN

WATCH THE LIGHTING OF THE FRANKLIN CHRISTMAS TREE

TAKE THE FAMILY TO SEE HOLIDAY LIGHTS

NOV. 28

DEC. 06

WORTH THE TRIP

The city of Franklin will light a Christ-
mas tree in downtown Franklin for 
the holiday season. Families can take 
photos with Santa and Rudolph and 
see performances from the Free-
dom Intermediate School choir and 
Christian rock band Jars of Clay. The 
evening will be led by former Today 
Show host Kathie Lee Gifford, who 
will serve as the mistress of ceremo-
nies. Free. 6-8 p.m. 109 Third Ave. 
S., Franklin. 615-791-3217. 
www.franklintn.gov

NOV. 23-JAN. 5

Cheekwood Estate and Gardens will 
showcase one million lights along 
a 1-mile walking path at this annual 
holiday event. In addition to the 
lights on display, the ongoing event 
features carolers, gingerbread work-
shops, live reindeer, a s’mores pit and 
other activities. $17-$22. 5-10 p.m. 
Cheekwood Estate and Gardens, 
1200 Forrest Park Drive, Nashville. 
615-356-8000. www.cheekwood.org

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition. 
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

NOVEMBER

30 WATCH THE LIGHTING OF 
LUMINARIES MARKING THE 

BATTLE OF FRANKLIN
The Battle of Franklin Trust will display lumi-

naries at dusk at Carnton to remember the 

Civil War battle on its 155th anniversary and 

the thousands of soldiers who died there. 

The names of the casualties will be read 

aloud along with brief remarks on the battle 

itself. BOFT will also hold tours at Carter 

House. Times vary by location. Free, $25 

(tours) Carnton, 1345 Eastern Flank Circle, 

Franklin. Carter House, 1140 Columbia Ave., 

Franklin. 615-786-1864. www.boft.org

DECEMBER

06 THROUGH 08
SEE THE NATIVITY STORY

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints will host an exhibit featuring displays 

of the nativity from around the world as 

well as a live-action, indoor nativity scene; a 

children’s activity room and a canned food 

drive benefi ting Nolensville residents in 

07 VISIT SANTA IN BRENTWOOD
Families are invited to bring their 

children to meet with Santa Claus who will 

be visiting the Brentwood Library for the 

city’s 30th edition of Morning with Santa. 

Games for children will also be present at 

the event. 9 a.m.-noon. Free. 8109 Con-

cord Road, Brentwood. 615-371-0090. 

www.brentwoodtn.gov

07 THROUGH 08
LISTEN TO LIVE MUSICAL 

PERFORMANCES OF HOLIDAY 
CLASSICS
The Williamson County Parks and Recre-

ation Department will host performances 

of holiday favorites by the Community Band 

and Community Chorus at the Williamson 

County Enrichment Center in Franklin. The 

band will perform on Saturday, and the 

chorus will sing on Sunday. Refreshments 

will be provided at both events. 3-4:30 p.m. 

(Sat.), 3-5 p.m. (Sun.). Free. 110 Everbright 

Ave., Franklin. 615-786-0186. 

www.wcparksandrec.com

14 THROUGH 15
VISIT A DICKENSIAN 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
The Heritage Foundation of Williamson 

County hosts the 35th annual Dickens 

of a Christmas outdoor holiday festival. 

need. Free. 5-9 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

(Sat.), 4-8 p.m. (Sun.). 1646 Sunset Road, 

Brentwood. 615-776-3408. 

www.festivalofnativitiestn.org

06 THROUGH 07
TOUR THE SOUTHGATE STUDIO

The Southgate Studio at The Factory will 

open its doors to the public to meet artists 

Pat and Jody Thompson, view new paintings 

and see the teaching studio at its holiday 

open house. Refreshments will be served at 

the event. 5:30- 9 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

(Sat.). Free. 230 Franklin Road, Franklin. 

615-599-3360. www.southgatestudio.com

06 DRINK COCKTAILS AND SING 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS

The Holy Family Catholic Church of Brent-

wood will host the second annual Carols 

& Cocktails, a sing-along event fi lled with 

Christmas classics and alcoholic beverag-

es. Attendees are encouraged to wear their 

ugliest Christmas sweaters to the event for 

the chance to win a prize.  7-9:30 p.m. $10. 

9100 Crockett Road, Brentwood. 

615-373-4696. www.holyfamilycc.com

Musicians, characters and dancers will fi ll 

the streets of downtown Franklin at this 

Charles Dickens-themed event, which will 

also include food, vendors, live music and 

more. Free (admission). 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

(Sat.-Sun.). Downtown Franklin, 103 3rd 

Ave. N., Franklin. 615-591-8500. 

www.williamsonheritage.org 

14 WATCH A LEIPER’S FORK
HOLIDAY PARADE

The annual Leiper’s Fork Christmas Pa-

rade features classic cars and trucks, cos-

tumes, fl oats, animals and an appearance 

from Santa Claus. Free. 2-4 p.m. Parade 

route begins along Old Hillsboro Road.

www.facebook.com/

leipersforkchristmasparade

15 SEE A CHRISTMAS PLAY AT THE 
FRANKLIN THEATRE

The Franklin Theatre will host two show-

ings of “The Best Christmas Pageant 

Ever,” a live comedic theatrical production 

performed by the youth of the Act Too 

Players. The theater will also host show-

ings of holiday movies throughout Decem-

ber. $13-25. 4 p.m. (fi rst showing), 7:30 

p.m. (second showing). Franklin Theatre, 

419 Main St., Franklin. 615-538-2076. 

www.franklintheatre.com
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(615) 383-0171 • mcnuttdentistry.com
3817 Bedford Avenue, Suite 120 • Nashville

A happy, healthy
smile — for life

• Conservative treatment plans 
according to the child’s needs 

• Preventative, restorative, orthodon-
tic, or surgical procedures all at one 

place with the same doctor.

• Recognized leader in aesthetic and 
durable restorations 

• Nurturing approach and service for 
individuals with a wide variety of 

special needs
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No matter who is on your holiday shopping list this year, there are a number of 
local shops and businesses where you can fi nd the perfect gift. The following list 
is not comprehensive.

                                                                                                

Your ultimate local guide for the months of November and December

HOLIDAY SHOPPING IN FRANKLIN AND BRENTWOODA GUIDE TO:

COMPILED BY WENDY STURGES

FOR HER

HOT PINK
231 Franklin Road, Franklin

615-376-5552
www.hotpinkgifts.com

This Brentwood boutique offers a 
wide selection of home decor, acces-
sories and other gifts for a mother, 
sister, wife or friend.  

AMERICAN JEWELRY
157 Franklin Road, Brentwood

615-457-2089
www.american.jewelry 

This longtime Brentwood store 
recently relocated to a new space in 
the city, but it still offers engagement 
rings, necklaces, watches and person-
alized jewelry. 

FOR HIM

BINK’S OUTFITTERS
421 Main St., Franklin

615-599-8777
www.binksoutfi tters.com 

This Tennessee-based outdoors store 
is located in downtown Franklin and 
carries apparel and accessories from 
brands like Patagonia and Southern 
Marsh for hiking, fi shing and more. 

LUCKY SCRUFF
230 Franklin Road, Franklin

844-800-5825
www.luckyscruff.com 

Located inside The Factory at Frank-
lin, Lucky Scruff carries beard balms 
and oils to keep facial hair moistur-
ized and conditioned through the 
cold weather months. 

FOR THE COOK

SAVORY SPICE
324 Main St., Franklin

615-472-8980
www.savoryspiceshop.com 

Find unique fl avors from around the 
world at this downtown Franklin store, 

which carries hard-to-fi nd spices, 
sauces, pastes and herbs as well as 
cooking tools and gift sets. 

SUGAR DROP 
7020 Church St. E., Ste. 10, 

Brentwood
629-202-6949
www.sugardrop.com

This long standing Brentwood bakery 
and shop has a wide supply of colorful 
sprinkles, cookie cutters, icings and 
more for the aspiring home baker. The 
shop also makes custom cakes and 
offers classes.  

FOR ANYONE

TIN COTTAGE
334 Main St., Ste. 100, Franklin

615-472-1183
www.tincottage.com 

Inside their downtown Franklin shop, 
owners Marianne and Greg DeMey-
ers have curated a selection of gifts, 
apparel and home decor items at a 
variety of price points. 

SAGE SLEEP
434 Main St., Franklin

615-807-2393
www.sagesleeporganics.com 

Because everyone needs a good 
night’s sleep, Sage Sleep in Franklin 
offers organic pillows and bedding 
made with 100% cotton and other 
natural materials. 
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Sugar Drop



1640 WHISPERING HILLS DRIVE
LAURELBROOKE

6 Beds, 6 Full Baths, 3 Half Bath, 10,580 SqFt

$3,350,000

8906 PALMER WAY LOT 2
BRENTWOOD

5 Beds, 5 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, 5235 SqFt

$1,949,900

8904 PALMER WAY
MARSHALL PLACE

5 Beds, 5 Full Baths, 2 Half Bath, 7261 SqFt

$2,489,800

1023 STOCKETT DRIVE
STOCKETT CREEK

5 Beds, 5 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths, 6,350 SqFt

$1,199,000

291 JONES PARKWAY
ANNANDALE

6 Beds, 6 Full Baths, 3 Half Baths, 10,677 SqFt

$3,750,000

5443 LEIPERS CREEK ROAD
LEIPERS FORK

4 Beds, 6,714 SF, 97 acres

$5,500,000

JENNIFER 
COOKE

615.406.4844

LAURA 
BAUGH

615.330.3051

615.250.7880 (OFFICE)

“B�� �� S����,
W� S��� T��� A��”

B����� �� S������, 
J��� G��� U� � C����

URBAN |  SUBURBAN |  FARM |  LUXURY

574 FRANKLIN ROAD  |   FRANKLIN,  TN 37069

WAL K  TO  GAT EWAY  V I L L AGE  -  H E R BAN  MAR K ET , 
S O PAP I L L AS ,  F RAN K L I N  BU RGE R  AN D  M O R E !

• 22,536 sqft  Class A Offi ce/Medical Offi ce/Retail
• Custom Tenant Buildout
• 2,700 SF – 22,536 SF Available

• ± 7,513 RSF Floor Plates
• Adjacent to Branch Creek I that opened 
         April 2018
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65
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N OW

L EAS I N G

BRANC H

C R E E K  I I

(615) 587-2192
Tony Harris

P HAS E  2
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Do you want to age 
healthier and live happier? 
Studies show optimized natural bio identical hormone levels 
promote health and vitality for your generation!

 1612 Westgate Circle #214, Brentwood 

Visit restore.care and hear 
what our patients experience!

DR. JOHNNY BRYANT, M.D.

Call for your 
consultation!

615-939-9325

MOORES LN.

M
A
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R
Y

LN
.

65

N

MACK C. 
HATCHER PKWY.

GALLERIA BLVD.
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BRIDGE 
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All information on this page was updated as of 11/5/19. News or questions about these or other local transportation projects? 
Email us at frbnews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

ONGOING PROJECT  
Franklin Road Widening

Beginning Oct. 24, crews with the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation shifted south to the intersection 
of Franklin Road and Moore’s Lane as work continues to 
widen the road from two to fi ve lanes with a continuous 
center turn lane. The roadwork will reduce traffi c down 
to one left turn lane and one right turn/thru lane, and 
drivers should expect delays. The project is split into two 
phases, according to TDOT. Traffi c shifts to the newly 
constructed pavement are expected in spring 2020, 
according to TDOT. The project was originally slated to 
be completed in 2020; however, TDOT offi cials said the 
timeline has been extended to allow for more time to 
relocate utilities along the roadway. The entirety of the 
project is slated to be complete by 2022. 

Timeline: August 2017-December 2020 (Phase I), 
January 2020-April 2022 (Phase II)

Cost: $27.4 million

Funding source: TDOT

ONGOING PROJECT
Mack C. Hatcher Parkway extension

Work is continuing on the northwest extension of the 
Mack C. Hatcher Parkway in Franklin. When complete, 
the project will create a four-lane divided road that will 
extend the roadway from east of Hillsboro Road to south 
of Hwy. 96 on the west side of Franklin. The project 
is split into two phases, the fi rst of which will create 
a two-lane road and a bridge over the Harpeth River. 
The second phase will add two more lanes and another 
bridge over the Harpeth. The project will also include a 
multiuse path. Another project to extend the roadway to 
the southwest portion of the city over to Columbia Pike, 
creating a loop around the city of Franklin, has been in-
cluded in the city of Franklin’s Major Thoroughfare plan; 
however, there is no set timeline for when construction 
may begin, and funding has not been allocated. 

Timeline: early 2019-September 2021 (Phase I only)

Cost: $45.1 million

Funding sources: TDOT, city of Franklin

ONGOING PROJECT
Adaptive signal control in Cool Springs

The city Franklin will install new adaptive signal control 
technology at 19 intersections in the Cool Springs area. 
The new technology will automatically adjust traffi c sig-
nal timing to refl ect current traffi c conditions, according 
to the city of Franklin. Construction on the signals is 
expected to begin in early 2020, according to the city. 

Timeline: early 2020-summer 2020

Cost: $1.6 million

Funding sources: 80% federal funds, 20% city of 
Franklin

COMPILED BY WENDY STURGES

HOW IT WORKS 
WHAT IS REAL ID?
Beginning in October 2020, new identifi cation standards 
intended to increase U.S. security will go into effect. 

New ID cards and driver’s licenses—REAL ID—
are the same as standard ID’s or licenses, but 
they also have a gold circle and a star in the top 

right corner. 

Possession of a REAL ID is not mandatory. However, 
after Oct. 1, 2020, REAL ID will be required for domestic 
fl ights and for those needing to access certain federal 
buildings, according to the Transportation Security 
Administration.

REAL ID cards will cost the same to issue as regular 
driver’s licenses and ID cards, so long as the individual 
is within their renewal period. For those not within 
their renewal period, a duplicate fee will be charged. 
Individuals will need two documents to serve as proof 
of Tennessee residency as well as proof of citizenship 
and proof of social security, according to the Tennessee 
Department of Homeland Security.
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INVEST MORE. MANAGE LESS.

Experience modern Property 
Management you can trust!
Nashville/Franklin: join@verdeigroup.com | +1 615.240.5425

Are you tired of dealing with tenant complaints and maintenance calls?

Simple Pricing | No Hidden Fees | No Long Term ContractsTHE

VERDEI
GROUP

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

COMPILED BY WENDY STURGES

Harpeth Square

McEwen Northside

Tennis courts at Jim Warren Park

Water reclamation facility

Under construction in downtown 
Franklin, Harpeth Square will 
feature multifamily housing, a 
hotel, offi ce space and ground fl oor 
tenants, including 1799 Kitchen and 
Cocktails and Franklin Bakehouse, 
both of which are slated to open by 
the end of the year. Apartments in 
the development are now leasing, 
according to Harpeth Associates. 

This 45-acre mixed-use development is currently under construction in Cool Springs and 
will feature about 500 multifamily units; a Springhill Suites hotel and offi ce; and space 
for restaurants and retail, according to a site plan for the development. Some tenants, 
including Club Pilates, are slated to open by the end of the year, while others, like Perry’s 
Steakhouse, are expected to open in summer 2020. 

The city of Franklin reopened the tennis 
courts at Jim Warren Park on Oct. 29 
following a yearlong project to rehabilitate 
and resurface the courts. Prior to the 
project, the eight courts were over 30 years 
old and had depressions in their surfaces, 
according to Parks Director Lisa Clayton. The 
new courts are regulation size and compliant 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The 
courts will be used by hundreds of residents. 

The city of Franklin is working to increase 
capacity and effi ciency for the wastewater that 
goes through the city’s water treatment plant 
near Mack C. Hatcher Parkway and Hillsboro 
Road, behind Franklin High School, according 
to the city. A new biosolids processing building 
will be constructed to remove debris from the 
incoming fl ow of water.
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Harpeth Square is located on the east side of 
downtown Franklin.

Substantial structural work has been completed 
on the mixed-use development in Cool Springs.

The tennis courts at Jim Warren Park reopened in October. 

Construction is underway to expand capacity at the water treatment facility. 

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

65
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that continued opportunity.”
According to the GRNC, by 2040, 

the region will see an estimated 76% 
increase in population, which will con-
tribute to 86% more roadway volume, 
26% slower tra�  c speeds and 113% 
more time spent in cars for commuters. 

Lee said besides costing residents 
their time in tra�  c, congestion in the 
area is ultimately costly for businesses 
as well, particularly those that rely on 
drivers to carry out business. 

“Congestion is problematic for 
people driving to and from work, but 
congestion also puts a great economic 
chokehold on a lot of businesses,” Lee 
said. “I used to run a company that 
had 500 vehicles. When they sit in 
tra�  c … potentially sitting in tra�  c for 
10, 20, 30 [minutes to] an hour more 
than they should be, and you start 
multiplying those numbers out on 
businesses, it has profound negative 
impact on our businesses as well.”

Following several months of 
community engagement, project 
evaluations, planning and dra� ing, 
the GRNC is expected to adopt the 
updated plan in February 2021.

TRYING TRANSIT

The updated RTP is expected not 
only to have plans for increase road-
way capacity, but also new ways to 
get people out of their cars and out of 
tra�  c by encouraging more mass tran-
sit. In addition to recommending more 
diverse transportation options, such 
as buses and transit options, the plan 
will also include projects to increase 
mobility for pedestrians and cyclists. 

In addition to the 2021 RTP update, 
the GRNC has also partnered with 
the cities of Franklin, Brentwood 
and Nashville, as well as William-
son, Davidson and Maury counties, 
to launch the South Corridor study, 
which kicked o�  earlier this year. The 
$1 million study will examine if mass 
transit options could be utilized along 
I-65, Franklin Road and the CSX rail-
way. Following months of public out-
reach, the study is expected to have 
recommendations to present in early 
2020, according to Michelle Lacewell, 
deputy director and chief communica-
tions o�  cer for the GNRC.

O�  cials said the answer to Nash-
ville’s transportation woes will not 

lie with just one agency and could 
come in the form of public-private 
partnerships as well as regional 
partnerships. 

“We have to have a much bigger 
strategy than just funding, the mainte-
nance and keeping up with our bridges 
and highways. We have to think big, 
and that’s what this is about,” Lee said. 
“But we can’t do it independently. No 
independent agency can do that. And 
the only way that’s going to happen is 
if all of the region’s leaders around this 
subject come together.”

TRANSPORTATION

GNRC launches planning for long-term 
transportation solutions for Nashville

Tra�  c and congestion are at the top 
of the list of concerns surrounding 
growth in the Greater Nashville area, 
and with more residents projected to 
move to the area in the future, Nash-
ville’s leaders are planning now to 
accommodate them. 

State, city and local o�  cials 
gathered Oct. 30 to kick o�  a project 
to update to the Greater Nashville 
Regional Council’s Regional Transpor-
tation Plan, which seeks to make rec-
ommendations for how Nashville and 
surrounding cities should approach 
transportation projects through 2040.

The GRNC introduced the RTP in 
2016 as an outline of recommen-
dations for $8.5 billion in expected 
federal funding for regional trans-
portation projects for the area over 25 
years. The GRNC is made up of city 
leaders, transportation agencies and 
state o�  cials, all chosen to determine 
transportation solutions for the area. 

The kick-o�  event featured remarks 
from a number of area leaders includ-
ing Gov. Bill Lee, Franklin Mayor Ken 
Moore and Tennessee Department of 
Transportation Commissioner Clay 
Bright.   

“We are making progress, but we’re 
not making enough progress,” Moore 
said during the event. “We must 
continue to work to move forward. So 
we’re gathered here today as a demon-
stration of our commitment to the 
lessons we’ve learned so far, and our 
resolve is to continue to � nd solutions 
despite the di�  culty of the task.”

PROJECT UPDATE

The 2021 update to the RTP will 
take place over the next year, accord-
ing to the GRNC. The RTP is updated 
every � ve years to account for growth, 
funding and emerging technologies, 
according to the GNRC.

“The reason we get to address this 
challenge is because of the unique 
situation we � nd ourselves in—of great 
prosperity economically in this region, 
[as the] 11th fastest growing major met-
ropolitan area in the country,” Lee said. 
“We provide more opportunity for folks 
in our region when we have this kind 
of growth. But it does come at a risk. 
If we don’t lead in ways that we have a 
responsibility to lead in, then we risk 

BY WENDY STURGES

With thousands of people expected to 
move to Nashville and its surrounding 
areas over the next 20 years, the Greater 
Nashville Regional Council projects 
transportation conditions in the Greater 
Nashville area will worsen over time. 

The Greater Nashville Regional Council’s 2040 plan will outline recommendations for 
transportation planning over the next 20 years. Over the next 20 years, the Nashville 
area is expected to receive $8.5 billion from the federal government through 
transportation grants. Local and state funds will also go toward costs. The GRNC has made 
recommendations in past plans for how some of the money should be spent.

Compounding congestion

Funding recommendations

The Greater Nashville Regional Council has 
begun planning for its 2021 update to the 
Regional Transportation Plan. The new RTP 
is scheduled to be complete in 2021.

October 2019
Public launch of plan update, call 
for projects issued

Summer 2020
First draft of 2021 plan to be 
released

Fall 2020
Second draft of 2021 plan to be 
released

February 2021
Scheduled adoption of 2021 plan

SOURCE: GREATER NASHVILLE REGIONAL COUNCIL 2016-40 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

$206M$396M

$1.2B

$3.2B

$2.7B
in active 

transportation 
projects

Expands access for 
walking and biking

in safety 
improvements

Includes intersec-
tion and roadway 

improvements

in local and regional 
transit options 
Includes funding for preven-
tative maintenance, transit 
programs and rural services

in regional transit projects 
Includes funding for dedicated lanes 
for transit along regional corridors

in roadway expansions 
Includes expanding roadways 
to accommodate higher capac-
ity for cars as well as pedestri-
ans and cyclists

in interstate improvements 
Includes funding to improve in-
terchanges and add dedicated 
carpool and transit lanes

$916M

Now

2040

26%
slower traffi c speeds

86%
increase in 

roadway 
volume

113%
increase in 
time spent 

in car
increase in miles traveled 

on congested routes

162%

more people to be added 
to the Nashville region

76%

33.2

33,000

49M

daily transit trips

miles traveled on major 
roadways each day

1.7M
residents

24
minutes spent 
traveling each 

day on average vehicle 
miles 

traveled 
per person 

per day

Project timeline



Franklin: 3010B Mallory Lane • 615.778.0190
Hendersonville: 1041 Glenbrook Way • 615.824.0923

Murfreesboro: 3017 Medical Center Parkway • 615.546.4788

FREE DESIGN
SERVICES
for any (and every) 

stage of your project 

PROFESSIONAL
DESIGNERS
dedicated to bringing

your unique vision to life 

YOUR NEXT 
PURCHASE!20% OFF

BRING IN THIS AD FOR
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CITY & COUNTY

All incumbents to keep 
seats on Franklin Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen
 FRANKLIN  Following the Oct. 22 city of 
Franklin Board of Mayor and Alder-
men election, all incumbents have 
secured their seats on the dais for 
another four-year term.

At-large Alderpersons Clyde 
Barnhill, Brandy Blanton and Pearl 
Bransford won reelection by signif-
icant margins during the election, 
which saw voter turnout of about 7% 
of registered voters.  

Alderperson Ann Petersen and 
Mayor Ken Moore were also on the 
ballot during this year’s election. Both 
ran unopposed and were appointed to 
another term.

All four at-large candidates and 
Moore were sworn in during the Nov. 
12 council meeting following the 
certification of the election. Franklin’s 
next election, in which ward-specific 
alderpersons will be up for election, 
will be in 2021.

News from Franklin, Brentwood and Franklin Special School District

 BRENTWOOD  The city of 
Brentwood welcomed a new K-9 
officer to the police department in 
early November. The city approved 
a $13,500 expenditure to add a 
Belgium Malinois, named Pax, to 
the force, The dog is trained for 
narcotics detection and tracking, 
according to the city. 

 FRANKLIN  The city of Franklin 
appointed Alderperson Dana 
McLendon to serve as vice mayor 
during the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen meeting Nov. 12 
following the city’s municipal 
elections Oct. 22. McLendon was 
first elected to the board in 1997.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

The average 
composite score 

students in Williamson County 
Schools scored on the ACT in 2019. 
The state average is 20. 

NUMBER TO KNOW

25.3 

*INCUMBENT

SOURCE: WILLIAMSON COUNTY ELECTION 
COMMISSION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Three incumbents on the Franklin Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen will retain 
their seats following the city’s Oct. 22 
election. The city held elections for at-
large candidates this year and will hold 
elections for ward alderpersons in 2021. 
Mayor Ken Moore and Alderperson Ann 
Petersen ran unopposed this year.

Election results

Alderman At 
Large Position B

Brandy Blanton*: 
2,239 votes (61.4%)

Michelle Sutton: 
1,407 votes (38.6%)

Alderman At 
Large Position C

Pearl Bransford*: 
2,944 votes (82.4%)

Bhavani Muvvala: 
629 votes (17.6%)

Alderman At 
Large Position A

Clyde Barnhill*: 
2,183 votes (60.4%)

Howard Garrett: 
1,429 votes (39.6%)



2 GREAT RATES 
FOR FRANKLIN

Banking for YOU!
Cornerstone Financial

Certifi cate: *APY= Annual Percentage Yield. Effective as of 09/26/2019 for a limited 
time and for new deposit money only. 

Auto loan with 90 days no pay.
*Credit restrictions apply and rates are subject to change. ** 90 day offer subject 
to credit and term restriction and limited, depending on approval.  Credit Union 
membership required for all services.

Our newest location is 
now open in Franklin.

102 Werthan Circle
Franklin, TN 37064
615-385-6866bankcfcu.org

14-Month Certifi cate 
2.25% APY*

New Car Rates as 
low as 2.50% APR**

 BRENTWOOD  Nonprofit 
group Citizens for Brentwood 
Green Space announced Oct. 
28 it will make a $80,000 
donation to the city to help 
preserve its parks. The non-
profit also asked the city to 
name its new dog park after a 
former board member. 

The group also recently 
reached a $300,000 funding 
goal through donations and 
fundraising, according to 
CBGS President Gil Hutchinson. 

 “Since 2004, we’ve added 467 
acres of green space, and that’s put 
us up to about 965 acres,” Hutchin-
son said. 

During the Brentwood City Com-
mission’s Oct. 28 meeting, Hutchin-
son asked the city to consider renam-
ing one of the city’s parks after 
longtime resident and former CBGS 
Board Member Peggy Howell, who 
died in 2018.

“We’d like to work with the city to 

see if we could name the park that’s 
by Tower Park ‘Ms. Peggy’s Bark Park’ 
next year,” Hutchinson said. “We 
think that this will be a fitting name; 
the group that cared for her came up 
with the name for the park because of 
her love for dogs.”  

The Brentwood City Commission 
voted to rename the park at its 
Nov. 11 meeting. The renaming will 
become official in February 2020, 
once the city’s current agreement 
with Mars Petcare ends. 

13

News from Franklin, Brentwood and Franklin Special School District

Citizens for Brentwood Green Space donated 
$80,000 to the city of Brentwood on Oct. 28. 
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FSSD names associate 
director of schools
 FRANKLIN SPECIAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT  
A new associate 
director of schools 
will be joining 
Franklin Special 
School District 
following the retire-
ment of Chuck 
Arnold, FSSD’s associate director for 
finance and administration.

David Esslinger will become the 
new associate director for finance 
and administration, effective Dec. 
2, according to FSSD. Esslinger is 
currently the principal at Franklin 
Elementary School and has spent 30 
years in education. He will oversee 
several departments in the district.

“Dr. Esslinger is a proven leader 
with exceptional communication 
and interpersonal skills, which will 
transition well to his role as Associate 
Director of Schools for Finance and 
Administration,” Director of Schools 
David Snowden said in a statement. 

David Esslinger

City of Brentwood accepts donation from local 
nonprofit, votes to rename Tower Park dog park 

COMPILED BY WENDY STURGES

Williamson County Commission 
will not meet in December. 
615-790-5700
www.williamsoncounty-tn.gov 

Franklin Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen meets Nov. 26 and Dec. 
10 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 109 S. Third 
Ave., Franklin. 615-791-3217. 
www.franklintn.gov

Brentwood City Commission 
meets Nov. 25 and Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. 
at City Hall, 5211 Maryland Way, 
Brentwood. 615-371-0060. 
www.brentwoodtn.gov

Williamson County Schools 
Board of Education will not meet 
in December and will reconvene Jan. 
21. 615-472-4000. www.wcs.edu

Franklin Special School District 
Board of Education meets Dec. 
9 at Freedom Middle School, 750 
Hwy. 96 W., Franklin. 
615-794-6624. www.fssd.org

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_frb

MEETINGS
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Flour Shop Bakery

5002 Thoroughbred 
Lane, Brentwood

615-371-0210

Hours: Tue.-Fri. 
7 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 7 a.m.-2 p.m., 
closed Sun.

MARYLAND WAY
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OLD HICKORY BLVD.

65

N

THOROUGHBRED LN.

1: One of Flour Shop Bakery’s staples is fried pies, 
which feature a variety of fi llings. 2: Season bread 
offerings range from pumpkin to butter rum pecan. 
3: Classic holiday pies, including pecan, can be 
ordered in advance of the holiday season. 4: The shop 
features a variety of small sweet treats, including 
cookies and whoopie pies. 5: Baked goods are avail-
able in the shop’s case or can be baked to order.

BUSINESS FEATURE

 O pen for nearly three decades in Brent-
wood, Flour Shop Bakery has spent years 

baking family recipes for holidays, parties and 
everyday treats. 

Owner Iris Staggs opened the bake shop 27 
years ago, but even before then, she manned the 
bakery in Hu� ’s Grocery Store, honing her cra�  of 
simple Southern sweets.

“I didn’t want anything fancy,” she said. “You 
can take anything we’ve got here home and say 
you made it.”

The store still features wooden booths for cus-
tomers to sit and enjoy a whoopie pie or cookie, 
and the bakery’s menu has not changed much 
over the years, besides seasonal rotations, Staggs 
said. The Flour Shop’s top sellers include sweet 
breads, glazed petits fours and their signature 
fried pies, she said. 

“We stick with our fried pies … stu�  that Mama 
made, my Mama made, stu�  I’ve made up to do,” 
Staggs said.

Other items include a variety of cookies, iced 
cakes and hard-to-� nd Southern confections, 
such as wedding cake cookies—also known as 
Russian teacakes.

Staggs said everything is baked fresh daily 
using recipes honed to perfection over the years. 
The banana bread even comes from her mother’s 
recipe, she said.

“You just pick up recipes and you make them,” 
she said. “If you don’t like them, you tweak them, 
and you do something to make them your own.” 

Seasonal o� erings include pumpkin bread 
and other holiday � avors as well as pecan pies 
for customers to bring to Thanksgiving or Christ-
mas dinner. 

Staggs said that with the busy season of holi-
days approaching, customers should call in their 
orders as soon as possible to ensure they will get 
their baked goods on time.

“I have one big oven back there,” she said. “In 
the holiday time, you work around the clock to get 
the orders � lled, and at a point, if you don’t order 
early, we just say, ‘I’m sorry, we can’t do it.’”

Additionally, the store only accepts cash and 
checks rather than bank and credit cards, she 
said, so customers should come in prepared 
before they order. Staggs said she prefers to keep 
her shop as it was when she opened it. 

“When I came here 27 years ago, you didn’t have 
a credit card or debit card in your pocket,” she said.

The homey space, with a jukebox in the corner 
and shelves � lled with sweets, resembles many 
Southern homes around the Christmas season.

“This is an extension of my kitchen,” she said. 
“If you came to my house, this is what we do.”

BY COLE A. GRAY

Flour Shop Bakery
Brentwood bakery keeps 
sweets and treats simple
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Southern sweets
The Flour Shop in Brentwood offers a 
variety of classic Southern cookies, pies 
and confections.

• butter rum pecan bread
• pecan pie
• chocolate fried pie
• cherry fried pie
• apple fried pie
• wedding cake cookies
• peanut butter blossoms

5

3



Franklin - Brentwood edition • November 2019 15

Ground

1  330 Mayfi eld Drive, Ste. D4, Franklin

615-905-9350

2  1409 W. Main St., Ste. 301, Franklin

615-721-5962

www.groundrestaurant.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-
9 p.m., closed Sun.
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 A � er years of running restaurants, owner Mat-
thew Gonzales opened the original location 

of Ground in September 2015 on May� eld Drive in 
Franklin with an eye toward � lling a need in the 
Cool Springs lunch market. 

“I took a step back and said, ‘Well, what’s miss-
ing on this side of the interstate?’” Gonzales said.

The answer the restaurateur came up with was 
a burger joint with simple, fresh ingredients and 
enough alternative menu options for health-con-
scious and picky eaters alike.

“We have something for everybody,” Gonzales 
said. “If you come give us a try, you won’t be dis-
appointed.”

The menu features specialty burgers, such as the 
Four Alarm Fire, which is stu� ed with pepper jack 
cheese and jalapenos and then topped with onion 
straws and house-made spicy ranch. Customers can 
also customize their own burger with the restau-
rant’s fresh ingredients and house-made sauces.

“A lot of people have gone away from things 
being fresh,” Gonzales said. “Especially in a con-
cept that’s not full-service or � ne dining, you just 
don’t see it as much.”

Monthly signature burgers are written on the 

chalkboard in the restaurant, and some specials 
make their way to the full-time menu, he said. 
Ground is adding one such monthly special, spicy 
Cajun chicken � ngers, to the menu a� er customers 
proved they liked it, he said. 

“The meat is seasoned in a certain way that I 
think is simple but � avorful,” Gonzales said. “And 
then we cook it on a � at-top … a way that it main-
tains a lot of its natural � avor and juiciness.”

The fries are made from Idaho potatoes and are 
hand-cut daily and then double-fried to maintain 
crispiness, he said.

In addition to burgers, the restaurant o� ers 
po’boys inspired by Gonzales’ New Orleans roots 
and baked potatoes—dubbed “spuds” on the 
menu—such as the El Toro, which features chili, 
cheddar, jalapenos, onions and sour cream.

Gonzales—who opened a second location of 
Ground earlier this year on West Main Street—said 
the restaurant is successful because it sticks with 
the basics and does them well.

“I think sometimes people overdo things,” he 
said. “I think it’s about being consistent, sticking 
with the basics and then having a variety of di� er-
ent � avor pro� les for people.”

BY COLE A. GRAYGround
Franklin burger joint offers customized burgers and potatoes
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WENDY STURGES/
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

Ground in Franklin offers 
Design It Your Way Burgers, 
giving diners the option to 
customize their burger, salad, 
sandwich or spud. 

DINING FEATURE

The shrimp po’boy ($13) includes spicy breaded 
shrimp on New Orleans-style French bread.

Owner Matthew Gonzales opened the fi rst location of Ground in 2015 and a second location in 2019. 

Appetizers include mushroom nuggets ($7) as well 
as fried pickles and cheese fries.

TOP 
IT OFF

BASE

TOPPINGS

SAUCE

CHEESE

• beef burger
• turkey burger
• salad

• jalapenos
• onions
• chili
• avocados

• spicy ranch
• mustard
• barbecue sauce
• Buffalo sauce
• Thousand Island

• cheddar
• Parmesan
• American
• Swiss
• provolone

• chicken sandwich
• veggie burger
• baked potato (spud)

• lettuce
• bacon
• red peppers
• sour cream
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and are planning for the future. 
“Currently, there’s a lot of devel-

opment happening down in this area 
where the Ramsey headquarters is 
at Berry Farms,” Hunter said. “They 
had to build a lot of infrastructure like 
water lines, sewer lines, roads. I think 
these property owners recognize that 
the infrastructure was available and 
that maybe there was a time that they 
might want to annex into the city and 
be able to consider development in the 
future for their property.”

For the past several weeks, the city 
of Franklin has been working to deter-
mine how best to deal with the in� ux 
of new properties, including how to 
add them to the city’s long-range plans 
and how to extend services to the area. 
The city approved a plan of services, 
including roads, emergency services 
and water, ahead of the annexation, 
which will go into e� ect Dec. 7, 30 days 
a� er the certi� cation of the election 
results, according to the city.  

MANAGING CITY GROWTH

Hunter said that while the new 
properties have not submitted plans 
for how they will be developed, for 
now, the properties will be zoned as 
residential land, allowing for about 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

one home per acre—in 
line with other parcels 
in that area. Any new 
plans for the land will 
need to go through the 
city’s approval process, 
which includes public 
meetings, she said. 

The annexation comes 
at a time when the Franklin area is 
experiencing a high rate of popula-
tion growth. The city’s population has 
nearly doubled over the past 20 years—
up to an estimated 80,914 in 2018, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The approval of the annexation also 
comes during the � nal weeks of Zone 
Franklin, the city’s newest version of 
its zoning codes and ordinances. The 
new ordinance is the result of more 
than a year of planning to bring zon-
ing more in line with Envision Frank-
lin, the city’s long-range plan, which 
was adopted in 2017 to direct how and 
where future developments might be 
added to the city. 

“[Envision Franklin] was a new plan 
at that point in time,” Hunter said. 
“And then, immediately, we started 
dra� ing the zoning ordinance because 
at that point, our zoning ordinance 
was related to a previous long-range 
plan.  So once Envision Franklin was 
adopted, we needed an ordinance that 
aligned with Envision Franklin.”

The new zoning ordinance includes 
updated zoning districts, regulations 
for building types and facades, and 
provisions for open space, accord-
ing to the dra�  ordinance.  Residents 
can � nd a full copy of the dra�  at 
www.zonefranklin.com.  

The project will wrap up its � nal pub-
lic hearing Nov. 26, a� er which it will 
come up for approval and a � nal read-
ing Dec. 10, according to city o�  cials.

KEEPING COUNTY CHARACTER

Rapid population growth is not 
unique to Franklin. Williamson Coun-
ty’s population is expected to reach 
536,000 by 2040—up 137% from 2017—
according to county projections. With 
this expected in� ux of new residents, 
county o�  cials are also working to 
determine how the landscape of the 
area will look in the future.

Earlier this year, the county kicked 
o�  planning for Williamson 2040, an 
update to its 2007 comprehensive land 
use plan.  Williamson County Director 
of Planning Michael Matteson said the 
county has seen tremendous growth in 
the years since the last update, a trend 

that is likely to continue.
“It is critical that we be very inten-

tional and deliberate in our planning 
to make sure that future growth can be 
accommodated in a way that preserves 
what people value most about Wil-
liamson County.” Matteson said.    

While Williamson 2040 is separate 
from the city of Franklin’s plan, Hunter 
said city o�  cials meet regularly with 
county planners to make sure the 
plans align. Both plans look  to keep 
existing developments in line with 
future growth to avoid sprawl. 

“They really work hand-in-hand, 
honestly,” Hunter said. “The William-
son 2040 plan, it really focuses on 
rural preservation care, the kind of 
community character, those types of 
things. What it really does—it directs 
growth and future development into 
the municipality.” 

While previous county plans have 
outlined how to steer new development 
around existing cities, the execution of 
the previous plan has not been entirely 
consistent. 

“There are very strong policies in the 
current plan of trying to preserve the 
rural character outside of the cities, 
and looking at that, that’s had mixed 
results”  said Greg Dale, a consultant 
with McBride Dale Clarion, the � rm 
helping dra�  the study, during an Oct. 
1 Williamson 2040 event. 

A� er resident surveys and multi-
ple public meetings, the project has 
reached a fork in the road as the county 
prepares for growth and residents 
demand rural preservation, according 
to planning o�  cials.

Dale said in dra� ing a new compre-
hensive plan, the county has asked the 
public to consider two scenarios, nei-
ther of which will be the � nal plan, but 
which will ultimately shape how the 
new plan steers incoming development. 

City plans
Residents can view the full draft of the 
ordinance at www.zonefranklin.com and 
attend the last two meetings before the 
plan is formally adopted. 

Important Dates
Nov. 26  Final public hearing on the 
ordinance

Dec. 10  Final reading and adoption 
by the Franklin Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen

County Plans 
Residents can view presentations from 
public meetings held earlier this year at 
www.williamson2040.org and can take 
a survey to comment on which land use 
scenario they would prefer.

SOURCE: WILLIAMSON COUNTY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Williamson County is developing a long-range plan for how unincor-
porated land should be developed. 

Key
Unincorporated 
land

Franklin

Planning for the 

FUTURE Counting space in the 

COUNTY

How can I get 
INVOLVED?

There are a number of plans and ordinances in 
Franklin and Williamson County that will affect 
future development in the area. 

Envision Franklin
Approved by the city in 2017, this is a long-
term comprehensive plan developed 
through neighborhood meetings to determine 
where future development should go and 
what it should look like in the city of Franklin. 

Zone Franklin
Currently under consideration by the city of 
Franklin Board of Mayor and Aldermen, Zone 
Franklin will serve as the city’s new zoning 
ordinance and will be aligned with the goals 
outlined in Envision Franklin. Zone Franklin 
will be the subject of one last public meeting 
Nov. 26 and will come up for fi nal approval and 
adoption during the board’s Dec. 10 meeting. 

Williamson 2040
This new plan will serve as an update to 
Williamson County’s 2007 comprehensive 
plan. Williamson County is seeking resident 
input on how the county should allow currently 
undeveloped land to be built on in the future. 

SOURCES: WILLIAMSON COUNTY, CITY OF FRANKLIN/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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The � rst scenario, “Business as 
Usual,” would follow current zoning 
densities in the county’s unincorpo-
rated areas with an average lot size of 
2 acres per housing unit, and it would 
reach a total of about 82,000 housing 
units in unincorporated areas over the 
next 20 years.  

The second, called “Town and Coun-
try,” would lower the average zoning 
density for unincorporated areas to 
4.6 acres per housing unit and reach 
a total of about 48,400 housing units 
over the next 20 years. 

Dale said while there are di� erences 
between scenarios, county planning 
will not a� ect the expected popula-
tion boom in the area. 

“Let’s be clear: This doesn’t stop the 
growth. This is how you accommodate 
the growth.’” Dale said. “Even if those 
20-year forecasts are overly aggressive 

forecasts—even if you don’t have quite 
that amount of growth—whether we’re 
talking about 20 years or 25 or 30 years, 
you still have a tremendous amount of 
growth coming and a � nite amount of 
capacity to accommodate it.”

Matteson said planning for the study 
is still ongoing, but they hope to have 
a dra�  of the plan ready by early next 
year, which will then come up for 
adoption by the planning commission. 
Residents can still comment on the 
plan in the coming weeks. 

“People still have an opportunity 
to provide feedback,” he said. “We 
designed a very robust public engage-
ment process and we have received a 
terri� c response from the community.” 

For more information, visit 
communityimpact.com.

Williamson County’s Williamson 2040 project has presented residents with 
two scenarios on how development could be guided in the future. While the 
scenarios are not representative of the fi nal plan, they will help guide how the 
plan will be framed, according to planning offi cials. 

Scenarios for future growth

Business as Usual
This plan would maintain the 
county’s current guidelines, 
allowing for about the same level 
of density to be built on land 
parcels.

Town and Country
This plan would require develop-
ments in unincorporated areas 
to be of a lower density, allowing 
the areas to keep their rural look 
and character. 

Would 
include: 

Would 
need: 

Would 
cost: 

Would 
require: 

$1.5 billion

in unincorporated 
county areas

in transportation 
improvements

to provide services for 
future growth

per parcel

$5 
billion

$330 
million

$220 
million

4.6 
acres

2 acres

82,700 
units

48,400 
units

SOURCES: WILLIAMSON COUNTY, MCBRIDE DALE CLARION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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businesses, according to historical 
flood data.

However, she said she was not aware 
that her home had flooded in other 
years, multiple times. 

“At the time we purchased our 
home, we were told that our home only 
flooded in 2010, [and] most of Nash-
ville flooded in 2010,” she said. “So, 
we didn’t think much of it. That was 
documented. We were like, ‘Okay, we 
got flood insurance.’ Flood insurance 
at the time seemed reasonable.”  

Six months after they moved into 
their new home, the Hesselrodes got 
a letter from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency stating their 
home had flooded on six previous 
occasions. 

“Because of that, we were put into a 
category of what is called a ‘repetitive 
loss,’ and so when you’re a repetitive 
loss, your insurance goes up signifi-
cantly, and that’s what occurred to us,” 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

Hesselrode said. 
Hesselrode said their annual flood 

insurance increased by about $2,000 
and has risen each year since. 

“We have been told by FEMA that it 
will go up 7%-10% every year unless 
we mitigate, and ‘mitigate,’ just, obvi-
ously, is a fancy word for correcting the 
problem,” she said. 

CITY CODES

After looking into buyouts from 
FEMA with no results, Hesselrode and 
a handful of other residents went to the 
Brentwood City Commission this past 
summer in hopes that the city might be 
able to help. 

To mitigate future flooding, homes 
in the area would need to be elevated. 
However, prior to October, the city of 
Brentwood did not allow residents to 
raise their homes high enough to lower 
flood insurance rates. On Oct. 28, the 
city of Brentwood formally approved 

an amendment to the city’s building 
codes, allowing homeowners to raise 
their homes up to 7.5 feet above the 
ground, more than two feet higher 
than the previous maximum of 5 feet, 
according to the city. 

According to background informa-
tion for the amended code, the previ-
ous maximum height of five feet for 
elevations was established to prevent 
parts of a home below the flood line 
from being used for living space. 

The city’s code, along with 

recommendations from FEMA, also 
requires homes that are elevated to 

be raised a minimum of two feet 
above the FEMA-designated flood 
line, which can vary by home, 
according to the city. That stip-
ulation was also in the previous 

version of the city code.
City Manager Kirk Bednar said 

one of the reasons homeowners are 
seeing such a sharp increase in their 
flood insurance premiums is because 
the federal government is no longer 
providing funding to help lower insur-
ance costs for homeowners. 

“In the last few years … the federal 
government has been phasing out 
whatever subsidies it’s been providing 
relative to flood insurance,” Bednar 
said. “So, the flood insurance costs are 
rising dramatically because of that lack 
of a subsidy. That’s putting the pressure 
on some of the homeowners here in 
town—and really, everywhere that that 
applies—to look … at getting out of the 
floodway and the floodway fringe.”

Brentwood residents are not the 
only ones in these areas calling for 
homes to be raised. Earlier this year, 
35 homes along the Harpeth River in 
Franklin qualified to be raised 3 feet 
above the flood line following a years-
long study from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

Although the area has not seen 
flooding events like the one in 2010 
in recent years, historic flood data 
from FEMA shows Williamson County 

Moving
on up

On Oct. 28, the city of 
Brentwood approved changes 
to its building codes that allow 
for residents in and around the 
floodway to raise their homes 
to higher elevations to help 
mitigate flooding and poten-
tially lower insurance costs. 

Residents can now elevate the 
homes up to 7.5 feet above the 
natural grade, or ground level. 
Homes should be at least 2 
feet above the flood line, ac-
cording to the city. Homes that 
need to be raised higher than 
7.5 feet to be above the flood 
line must be raised on piers. 

SOURCE: CITY OF BRENTWOOD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

–MARY HESSELRODE, BRENTWOOD RESIDENT

The main point is homeowners 
now have an option, which, before, 
they did not. Obviously, there are 
risks that go along with elevations, 
but at least it’s an option. 

Restricting 
rising

While the new codes allow for
 homes inside and around the 

floodway to elevate their homes, 
homes in the floodway must receive 

a certificate of no-rise from an 
engineer before they can begin

 the process of elevating 
their homes. 

COMPILED 

BY WENDY 

STURGES

DESIGNED BY 

LINDSAY SCOTT

New maximum 
standard: 

7.5 feet  
Lowest finished 
floor

Natural grade

Old maximum 
standard: 

5 feet
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For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

sees—on average—at least one flood 
event each year.

FLOODWAY OPTIONS

One significant change to the city of 
Brentwood’s codes relates to homes 
located inside the floodway—an area 
near a body of water—Bednar said. 
Previously, under the old codes, 
Brentwood homes located in a flood-
way could not be raised at all for fear 
of causing other homes in the area to 
flood as a result. However, under the 
new codes, homeowners living in the 
floodway can raise their homes to the 
maximum elevation of 7.5 feet, but only 
if they can have an engineer confirm 
that it will not negatively affect nearby 
homeowners. 

“The extra condition here for flood-
ways is a standard condition in that they 
would have to do an engineering study 
to prove a ‘no-rise’ certificate, meaning 
that whatever the work is going to do 
would cause no rise in the overall flood 
levels throughout the community,” he 
said. “That’s an extra condition for any 
work in the floodway.”

Additionally, the city code says 
homes that need to be raised more 
than 7.5 feet to be above the flood lines 
can be raised higher, so long as they 
are raised on piers on the back and 
sides of the home, with a solid wall 
with flood vents on the front facade, 
according to the city. 

“That would apply also in the flood-
way with that same no-rise certificate,” 

Bednar said. “Essentially, what this 
does is it provides some extra options 
for homeowners in the floodway and 
the floodway fringe on elevating their 
homes.” 

City officials said while the change 
of the codes took weeks of planning on 
the city’s part—and getting approval 
from the Tennessee Emergency Man-
agement Agency—they were glad to 
give homeowners another option for 
mitigation. 

“It’s a lot of work—that’s the part of 
government you don’t see,” Vice Mayor 
Ken Travis said. “You think, ‘Oh, we’ll 
just raise it two feet.’ But there’s a 
whole lot of work that went into that.”

For homeowners like Hesselrode, 
getting the city codes changed is just 

one step on the road for residents hop-
ing to mitigate future flooding and get 
their rates lowered, but she said she 
is glad to have made some progress. 
She said while home elevation can be 
expensive for residents, the savings in 
flood insurance rates can help to offset 
costs over time.  

“The main point is homeowners now 
have an option, which, before, they 
did not,” Hesselrode said. “Obviously, 
there are risks that go along with eleva-
tions, but at least it’s an option. Before 
we had that as an option, we were just 
going to continuously increase our 
flood insurance 7%- 10% every year.”

Flood 
facts

Residents who live in 
floodways or flood-prone 
areas could benefit from 
knowing some basic flood-
ing terminology. 

SOURCE: FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Elevated building
A building that has no basement 
and has its lowest floor raised above 
ground level by foundation walls, 
posts, piers or columns.

FEMA
The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency is the federal agency 
that administers the National Flood 
Insurance Program. 

Flood Plain or Floodway
A land area that is susceptible to 
being flooded from nearby water 
sources.

Natural Grade
The ground level of land that is unal-
tered by filling, landscaping or other 
construction techniques. 

National Flood 
Insurance Program
A program that uses federal funding 
to cover local losses following a 
flooding event. 

Repetitive loss structure
A home or building insured through 
the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram that has had at least two paid 
losses of more than $1,000 each in 
any 10-year period since 1978. 
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REAL ESTATE

Price 37027 37064 37067 37069

$750,000

$675,000

$600,000

$525,000

$450,000

$375,000

$300,000

$225,000

$150,000

-

ZIP CODE COMPARISON

+2.8%

+8.1% +8% -2.8%

MEDIAN SALES PRICE OCTOBER 2018 

OCTOBER 2019

Neighborhood data provided by 
Cindy Stanton, Parks Realty

8119 Isabella Lane, Brentwood, TN 37027
615-482-2224 • www.cindystanton.com

Build-out year: 1988

HOA dues (estimated): $65 annually

Amenities: common areas 

Nearby attractions: Downtown 
Franklin, shopping 

Schools: Moore Elementary School, 
Freedom Middle School, Centennial 
High School 

Square footage: 2,000-2,800

Home values: $220,000-$395,000

Median price per square foot: $164

Median annual property taxes: $2,194

Number of homes sold within the 
past year: 3

Median days on the market: 52
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ZIP CODE COMPARISON—OCTOBER

HOMES SOLD

N

431

31

65

840

37069
2018: 36
2019: 30

37064
2018: 144
2019: 134

37027
2018: 115
2019: 99

37067
2018: 43
2019: 44
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HOMES SOLD  (OCTOBER 2019)

OCTOBER 2018 VS. OCTOBER 2019

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 37027 37064 37067 37069

$149,999 or less - 1/0 - -

$150,000-$199,999 1/30 5/18 - -

$200,000-$299,999 10/10 10/18 3/1 3/41

$300,000-$399,999 7/33 19/30 5/14 6/29

$400,000-$499,999 17/31 21/19 5/13 5/10

$500,000-$599,999 12/41 35/35 13/35 5/4

$600,000-$799,999 23/28 31/58 16/17 4/17

$800,000-$999,999 5/23 12/59 1/50 2/20

$1 million + 24/54 13/89 1/25 5/20

MARKET DATA

MARKET DATA COMPARISON

WILLIAMSON COUNTY

$522,284

$537,123

Active inventory Median sale price Homes sold

757 421763 469

30 95.8%34 93.4%

Average days on the market Percent of original price received



DEALS THIS MONTH

RETAIL
Nashville Holistic Pet ................................. 23



C A LL  TO DAY  8 66.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver
geographically within a radius of your business or to specific 
neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE ACH

P O S T C A R D S  •  I N S E R T S  •  S T I C K Y  N O T E S

Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 11¢ a piece.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22



PRINTINGpassionIS OUR

COMMUNITYIMPACTPRINTING.COM

LET US PRINT YOUR NEXT PROJECT:
direct mail • recreational programs • sports programs  
culture books • marketing products • and more

Keep your fur baby
happy & healthy!

WWW.NASHVILLEHOLISTICPET.COM

COOL SPRINGS STORE: 
330 Mayfi eld Drive, Suite 

D3 Franklin, TN
(615) 236-9164

NASHVILLE STORE: 
73 White Bridge Road, 
Suite 106 Nashville, TN
(615) 352-1958

65

Mayfi eld Dr.Carothers 
Pkwy.

White Bridge Pike

Hard
ing

 Pik
e

Brookwood Terrace

$10 OFF
Your Next $100 

Purchase!
Expires 11/15/19. Cannot be 
combined with other off ers. 
Off er valid at both locations

$5 OFF
Your Next $50 

Purchase!
Expires 11/15/19. Cannot be 
combined with other off ers. 
Off er valid at both locations

Fabulous Grooming Packages
Your Pets Are In Good Hands!

Healthy Nutrition
We pride ourselves on o� ering only 

the best quality food and treats!

Franklin - Brentwood edition • November 2019 23
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Scheduling care 
before Dec. 31 may 
save you money

Make an appointment today for the things you’ve been putting off all year.

•  Annual physical  •  Imaging (mammography)

•  Joint replacement  •  Women’s care (hysterectomy)

•  Spine surgery  •  Screenings (colonoscopy, heart, lung)

Use your FSA money to pay for qualified medical care not covered by 
your health plan. And if you have met your deductible, you may only 
have to pay a copay for a visit.

If you’ve met your deductible or have unused FSA dollars, schedule care now

Schedule your appointment before Dec. 31, 
visit GetSTHealthcare.com

© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved. 

Saint Thomas Medical Partners – Brentwood 
791 Old Hickory Blvd.
Brentwood, TN 37027
t 629-888-5125
                                                                              
Saint Thomas Medical Partners – Franklin
3301 Aspen Grove Drive, Suite 100
Franklin TN 37067
t 615-814-7800
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