
NET MIGRATION is the difference between the number of immigrants—or people 
moving into an area—and the number of emigrants, or people moving out of an area.

MONTGOMERY migration
Most of the people 
moving into 
Montgomery County 
are those already 
established in the 
workforce—typically 
older and with 
higher education 
attainment—leaving 
the area lacking 
in entry-level 
workforce.
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Lack of entry-level workforce felt in Montgomery area
Individuals established in workforce fueling population growth, leaving some labor shortages

When Montgomery Original Snob-
alls opened in 2012 on Liberty Street, 
owner Jennifer Skinner said she 
eagerly put out “Now Hiring” notices 
on social media and waited for the 
� urry of candidates. 

However, only a few trickled in.
“People didn’t want to come in,” she 

said. “It was a really sad showing.”
The shaved-ice eatery is now fully 

sta� ed with seven part-time high 
school employees—all quality work-
ers—but Skinner said it is still an 

ongoing challenge to hire new sta�  
once employees graduate and move. 

Skinner’s story is part of a larger 
trend in the Montgomery area—which 
includes about 250 square miles 
surrounding the city of Montgom-
ery—over the last several years, said 
Shannan Reid, the president of the 
Montgomery Area Chamber of Com-
merce. There is a shortage of entry-
level workers as well as a lack of 
industries that o� er primary jobs, or 
jobs that would allow residents to live 
and work in the same area, Reid said. 

“If you look at the education of our 
area, we are by and large degreed,” she 
said. “Many [have a college] degree, 
so they are the owners, the managers 
and the bosses. When we look at our 
demographics … we are void of some 
of that entry-level workforce.”

Ron Borski, a senior data analyst 
with employment agency Workforce 
Solutions, said data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau suggests this trend runs 
across Montgomery County, even as 
its total population grows.

BY EVA VIGH

City of Montgomery’s growth 
demands new water services

A recently proposed development and the loss of mil-
lions of gallons of water in Montgomery since June have 
raised questions on how the city will provide water to res-
idents as the city grows, o�  cials said. 

City Engineer Chris Roznovsky presented a feasibility 
study Oct. 8 for a proposed development—a 168-home, 
single-family development on Old Dobbin Plantersville 
Road—to Montgomery City Council. 

Council Member Rebecca Huss said the development 
would require splitting services for Montgomery residents 
between an outside entity and the city. Whether this 
development is approved, any new development west of

BY ANDY LI
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WATER ACCOUNTABILITY is how much of the water the 
city produced has been paid for. 

Since the leak began in June, Montgomery has lost 
8.9M GALLONS OF WATER.

Since June, the city of 
Montgomery and its water 
contractor, Gulf Utility 
Service, have seen a decline in 
water accountability. 
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WHEN HIS HEART
MISSED A BEAT
WE DIDN’T

heart.memorialhermann.org

TREATING OVER 200,000 HEARTS 
A YEAR. TOUCHING COUNTLESS MORE.
We understand that no two hearts beat alike. That’s why it’s not enough 
to deliver specialized care and innovative treatments if we’re not treating 
your heart with the care and compassion it deserves - from our minimally 
invasive surgical techniques, to maximizing the personal attention we 
provide you through every step of your recovery.

Advancing Health. Personalizing Care.
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THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Stillwater, a master-planned community within Th e Woodlands area, is located 
within minutes of I-45 and bordered by WG Jones State Forest. Enjoy the best of 
all worlds– a retreat into nature featuring a Lowcountry-inspired architectural 
approach and lifestyle along with easy access to all Th e Woodlands has to off er.

WELCOME NEW PROSPER BUILDER PARTNERS IN BUILDING

P R O S P E R  f r o m  t h e  $ 1 M M ’ s

C U S T O M  H O M E S  I N  S T I L L W A T E R

Southern Charm Meets Urban Excitement

S t i l l w a t e r T X . c o m

2111 COACH ST.
TD Cox Custom Homebuilder

2123 COACH ST.
Tommy Bailey Custom Homes

2119 COACH ST.
Tommy Bailey Custom Homes

NEW SECTION NOW OPEN, 
PRICED FROM THE MID 200’S

Contact Kecia Haseman, Arlene English, and Charlotte Blocker with Prosper Group 713-558-9200

New Chapel East
2394 Hagerman Road  
Conroe, Texas 77384

The Hill 
2224 Pintail Lane 
& 2228 Pintail Lane

Call Johnny Cochran or Kimbra 
Gaby to make your appointment 
today at 281-681-0400

242

1488

45

Woodlands Pkwy.

Koenig Ln.

People’s
Rd.

W.G. Jones 
State Forest

Call Johnny Cochran or Kimbra 
Gaby to make your appointment 

Zoned to CISD
The Woodlands 

High School

NEW MODELS NOW OPEN
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Top
Ranked

in Houston

Ranked the top neurology and neurosurgery program in Houston 
by U.S. News & World Report, Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center is 
renowned for using breakthrough research and a collaborative 
approach that resonates throughout the CHI St. Luke’s Health 
network of care. With two Comprehensive Stroke Centers and 
a partnership with Baylor College of Medicine, we are able to 
further the boundaries of science and turn new discoveries into 

innovative treatment options for our patients.

Learn how we’re leading the way
at CHIStLukesHealth.org/Neuro.

Our Comprehensive Stroke Centers
Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center   |   CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Woodlands Hospital
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LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY

Come Home for the Holidays to

Woodhaven Village
Bring This Ad to the Tour of Trees Event at Woodhaven Village and 
Register to Win 4 Tickets to Santa’s Wonderland in College Station

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care
2275 Riverway Drive, Conroe, TX 77304 | (936) 703-5333 
Visit us online at Woodhavenvillage.com

PET FRIENDLY EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

ADA COMPLIANT

It’s not like home. It is home.

Tour of Trees
December 14th  

11:00AM-1:00PM
Please RSVP by 12/6
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Julie Cannon
GENERAL MANAGER

jcannon@communityimpact.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

The recent local and state elections 
were a key focus for our editorial sta�  as 
well as our community this month. Our 
editors and reporters across the company 
worked diligently late on election night 
Nov. 5 to bring you real-time election 
results online. You can see those results 
at communityimpact.com.

One of the most debated items on the 
ballot was the Conroe ISD bond. Voters 
approved Proposition A, voting in favor 
of $653 million for campus renovations 
and upgrades. Voters defeated Proposi-
tion B, which requested $23 million for 
arti� cial turf. Read Page 17 to learn how 
the bond election results will a� ect CISD 

in the long run, including its athletics.  
In this paper, we also cover two issues 

facing our community as we continue to 
experience rapid growth. Our � rst front-
page story focuses on the lack of entry-
level workers in our area. In our second 
front-page story, we discuss how the 
city of Montgomery will need to ensure 
its water supply continues to meet the 
demands of its growing population.

We also hope you check out our vol-
unteer guide (see Page 21) to learn how 
to give back to the community, espe-
cially as the holidays approach. 

We wish you and your family a safe 
and happy Thanksgiving.

Addressing elections, growth challenges

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? 
Send it to comfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Eva Vigh
EDITOR
evigh@communityimpact.com
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In late October and early November, Conroe-area 
voters took to the polls to vote on constitutional 
amendments and Conroe ISD’s two bonds totaling 
$677.37 million, with Montgomery-area voters cast-
ing ballots on the former. 

More than double the voters cast ballots for the 
Conroe ISD bond Nov. 5 as did in the unsuccessful 
May election—35,956 compared to 15,259. 

Across Montgomery County, a total of 56,620 
out of 340,916 registered voters, or about 17%, cast 
ballots, according to data from the Texas secretary 
of state’s o�  ce. 

Early voting, which ran from Oct. 21-Nov. 1, 
totaled 26,792 votes, with 29,828 votes cast on the 
Nov. 5 Election Day. This is a sharp decline from 
November 2018’s record-high midterm election 
voter turnout, which saw more than 190,000 
county residents cast ballots, Community Impact 
Newspaper previously reported.

How did Montgomery County’s voter 
turnout fare this election?

Correction: 

Volume 5, Issue 7 

In the October issue, we 
incorrectly stated work 
was suspended on Texas 
Department of Transportation’s 
FM 1097 expansion. Work is 
and has been ongoing.

WE’VE TEAMED UP TO BRING YOU MORE 
OF THE STORIES YOU CARE ABOUT
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12886 Hwy 105 East 
Conroe, TX 77306

Lic#: 35865

PREMIER HOMES

Affordable Quality Homes
Own Your Home 

for Less Than 
You Can Rent!

936-264-3335
premierhomesconroe@gmail.com

10% Off
Sticker Price

2212 B North Frazier,
Conroe, TX 77303 • 936-441-2026 

www.stylishcarpet.com

YOUR LOCAL FLOORING, COUNTERTOPS 
AND TILE DISTRIBUTION CENTER
We sell the very best surfacing products to beautify your project.
Choose from fi ne woods, tiles, carpets, laminates and vinyl products.
We offer granite, quartz, natural stone countertops and more.
Servicing both commercial and residential clients

Our design service is 
included with your purchase

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com6
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IMPACTS

Montgomery. Owner Billy Franklin said 
his franchise creates different blends and 
terpenes, or scents, with CBD products. 
The store carries a variety of products, such 
as oils, gummies and pet products. 
936-448-7321. www.ojascbd.com

  7  CBD American Shaman of Willis
opened Oct. 19 at 500 W. Montgomery St., 
Ste. A, Willis. The store provides wellness 
options with hemp oil derived from all-natu-
ral hemp. 832-948-6532. 
www.facebook.com/cbdwillis

NOW OPEN

  1  Ulta Beauty, a cosmetics and beauty 
store, opened Nov. 1 in Grand Central Park’s 
336 Marketplace at 255 S. Loop 336 W., 
Conroe. 936-283-5051. www.ulta.com

  2  Five Below, a discount store, held its 
grand opening Oct. 18 in Conroe’s 
336 Marketplace at 243 S. Loop 336 W., 
Conroe. It held a soft opening a few days 
prior. 936-274-7050. www.fi vebelow.com

  3  Main Street Merchants opened in 
downtown Conroe Oct. 15. The store stocks 
skin care products, jewelry, decor and many 
other items made by local artists. The store 
is located at 208 A N. Main St., Conroe. 918-
261-9769. www.facebook.com/
merchantson208main

  4  Artavia, a 2,200-acre master-planned 
community in the Conroe area, offi cially 
opened Oct. 4. The community offers 
homes ranging from $240,000-$500,000. 
The community is located at 17590 Artavia 

Parkway, Conroe. 888-832-0079. 
www.artaviatx.com

  5  Hippie Hemp CBD opened Oct. 10 at 
813 I-45 S., Conroe. The store has a variety of 
products, such as tinctures, oils and creams 
as well as more unique products, such as 
CBD honey and coffee. 936-521-9019. 
www.facebook.com/
hippie-cbd-252703578941276

  6  Ojas CBD opened its Montgomery 
location Oct. 9 at 18417 Hwy. 105, Ste. 1,

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding
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Dallas Williams 
PT, Owner

Katie Troseth 
PT, MDT Cert.

1020 Riverwood Court St. 120   
Conroe, TX 77304

127 Medical Park Lane
Huntsville, TX. 77340

@PTAHuntsville GR
AN

D
LA

KE
DR. 45

336

RIVERWOOD CT.

A PRESCRIPTION IS NOT REQUIRED TO BEGIN PHYSICAL THERAPY FOR MOST INSURANCES!

936-494-1292936-294-0283

• Physical Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy
• Massage Therapy

• Injury Prevention
• Golf Specifi c Rehab
• Free balance screenings

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION!
NOW OFFERING AQUATIC THERAPY IN OUR CONROE OFFICE!

www.ptaclinic.com

WE 
OFFER:
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  8   Laplin Donuts opened in August at 
3301 W. Davis St., Ste. S., Conroe. The bak-
ery serves a variety of baked goods, such 
as doughnuts, croissants and sandwiches. 
936-267-3149. www.facebook.com/
Lap-lin-Donuts-breakfast-114151333275266

  9   Fun Town RV opened Oct. 12 at 
1505 Porter Road, Conroe. The recreational 
vehicle super store sells a variety of RVs and 
also offers trade-ins. The franchise has 
several locations throughout Oklahoma, 
Texas and Indiana. The Conroe location is the 
business’s second location in the Houston 
area. 936-320-0001. www.funtownrv.com

 10  Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming 
Conroe celebrated its grand opening 
Oct. 12 at 525 Woodlands Square Blvd., 
Ste. 150, Conroe. The pet supply franchise 
offers premium pet food as well as groom-
ing services for cats and dogs. 
936-506-9663. www.woofgangbakery.com

 11  Lakeside Dental Practice, located 
at 16019 Hwy. 105 W., Montgomery, held 
its grand opening Nov. 11. The practice 
provides a wide range of dental services, 
including oral surgeries and restorative 
work. The office first opened July 1. 
936-588-8811. www.facebook.com/
dentisthwy105montgomery

 12  Majestic Hills Tiny Home Community 
was slated to open Nov. 15 in Willis. The 
tiny-home community will have 80 homes 
at 399 square feet ranging from $40,000-
$80,000. The community, located at 
13625 African Hill Road, Willis, will also have 
a pool, a community center, a weight room 
and a dog park. 936-718-8171. 
www.majestichillstinyhomes.com

COMING SOON

 13  Forever 5 Events, a wedding venue, 
will open at 11780 Calfee Road, Conroe, in 
spring 2020, with a ribbon-cutting Jan. 11. 
The family-owned and -operated business 
plans to host intimate gatherings while also 
giving back to cancer foundations. 
832-263-1101. www.forever5events.com

EXPANSIONS

 14  Alpine Yoga Life Empowerment 
Center began offering two different dona-
tion-based community classes in Novem-

ber for those affected by trauma. Although 
the class is open to all students, it is tailored 
for those affected by physical, emotional 
and mental trauma. In addition to yoga, 
there will also be a mindfulness meditation 
class. The center first opened Feb. 12 at 
804 W. Dallas St., Ste. 1, Conroe, and offers 
daily yoga classes for various skill levels.  
936-978-0711. www.alpineyogalec.com

RELOCATIONS

 15  Conroe Family Dentistry will relocate 
from 1517 Wilson Road, Conroe, to 
1362 Wilson Road, Conroe, in spring 2020. 
Office Manager Traci Wood said the new 
office will feature four hygiene rooms, six op-
erating rooms and two surgical rooms. The 
practice has been at its current location for 
five years. It offers services such as dental 
whitening and implants. 936-539-2211. 
www.conroefamilydentistry.com

MERGERS

 16  Bleyl Engineering, a civil engineering 
firm based in Conroe, has acquired Austin 
engineering firm Garrett-Ihnen Civil Engi-
neers. The Conroe-branch Bleyl Engineer-
ing is located at 100 Nugent St., Conroe. 
Garrett-Ihnen will operate as a subsidiary of 
Bleyl Engineering for the remainder of the 
year. In 2020, Garrett-Inhen will mark its 
35th year in business and formally change 
its name to Bleyl Engineering to represent 
its absorption. 936-441-7833. 
www.bleylengineering.com

IN THE NEWS

 17  Children’s Lighthouse in Montgomery 
received accreditation from nonprofit 
AdvanceED Oct. 17. AdvanceED conducts 
reviews of pre-K-12 schools and school 
systems. Children’s Lighthouse in Montgom-
ery offers care for children ages 6 weeks to 
12 years. It has 10 classrooms as well as play 
areas, including a minigolf course, a splash 
pad and a basketball court. 2183 Woodfor-
est Parkway, Montgomery. 936-588-8999. 
www.childrenslighthouse.com/woodforest
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News or questions about Conroe or Montgomery? 
Email us at comnews@communityimpact.com.

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 D
IC

K
’S

 S
P

O
R

TI
N

G
 G

O
O

D
S

FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Dick’s Sporting Goods opened its Conroe location on Oct. 25 at 336 Marketplace, 
251 S. Loop 336 W., Conroe. The 45,000-square-foot store will offer high-quality sports 
equipment, apparel and footwear as well as accessories for sports and outdoor activities. 
936-206-3224. www.dickssportinggoods.com
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Lone Star College-Montgomery is the first 
choice for graduating high school seniors, 
offering plenty of choices, from Fast Track 
certificate programs and two-year associate 
degrees, to the 2+2 academic transfer 
program – two years at LSC and two years 
at a four-year institution.

LSC-Montgomery, which serves The 
Woodlands, Conroe and Oak Ridge areas, 
has been helping students start close and go 
far since 1995.

LSC-Montgomery offers training in high-
demand fields including Biotechnology, 
Nursing, Live Entertainment 
Technology, Physical Therapist 
Assistant, and more.

LSC-Conroe Center
The LSC-Conroe Center provides 

affordable college education to residents of 
north Montgomery County offering college 
core transfer courses for academic transfer, 
courses for personal development and 
workforce training programs. In addition 
to its new Professional Pilot Program,
LSC-Conroe Center offers Associate of 
Science degrees in:

• Machining Technology
• Automotive Technology
• Welding Technology
Learn more about these in-demand careers 

by visiting LoneStar.edu/ConroeCenter.

LSC-Montgomery helps 
students start close, go far

Lone Star College
FAST FACTS

Lone Star College 

Board of Trustees

District 1
Michael Stoma, Trustee

District 2
Ernestine M. Pierce, Trustee

District 3
Alton Smith, Ed.D., Chair

District 4
Art Murillo, Secretary

District 5
David A. Vogt, Trustee

District 6
Myriam Saldívar, Vice Chair

District 7
Linda S. Good, J.D., Assistant Secretary

District 8
Mike Sullivan, Trustee

District 9
Ken E. Lloyd, Trustee

Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
Chancellor

PROGRAMS
OF STUDY

200
MORE THAN

ASSOCIATE DEGREES 
& CERTIFICATES

1/5
THE COST OF A 

UNIVERSITY

STUDENT TO 
PROFESSOR 

RATIO

23:1

* Wage data is based on annual salaries from Bureau of Labor Statistics,
   U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Employment Statistics, 2018

LSC-Montgomery offers academic transfer courses along with career programs and certificates designed to help students get trained for 
careers in high-demand fields.

Spring Registration Begins
Nov. 13!

Median wage for
Automotive Service
Technicians =

$40,710*

Paid advertisement

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Dates: Week 1 – Dec. 5 thru Dec. 8 • Week 2 – Dec. 12 thru Dec. 15 • Time: 6:30PM To 8:00PM (Gates open at 6:00PM)

2019
A Christmas Event Like No Other. Experience a reenactment of the birth and life of Christ in a live drive through event.

Loop 336 & Longmire Road  • Conroe, TX 77304 • www.wcbc.us
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NOVEMBER

01THROUGH DEC. 9
FEED THE HUNGRY

The Montgomery County Food Bank will 

hold a holiday food drive for local families, 

children and seniors in need. Residents 

are encouraged to donate nonperishables 

such as rice, beans, canned meats and 

pastas. A full list of acceptable donation 

items is available online. Donation boxes 

are available at the Montgomery County 

Food Bank, located at 1 Food For Life Way, 

Conroe. Donations must be returned to 

Glade Gallery at 2000 Woodlands Park-

way, The Woodlands, on Dec. 9. Free. 

936-271-8800. www.mcfoodbank.org

25 THROUGH 27
TAKE PART IN A

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS CAMP
Young adventurers are invited to partici-

pate in a three-day Dungeons & Dragons 

camp. Participants can create their own 

character or use a prebuilt character. Lunch 

and snacks will be provided each day. 

Noon-5 p.m. $99. The Adventure Begins 

Comics and Games, 525 Woodland Square 

Blvd., Ste. 130, Conroe. 936-273-3223. 

www.theadventurebeginstx.com

26 PREPARE FOR EMERGENCIES
Learn how to respond to a 

traumatic event at the Bleeding Control 

Basic Course. The program is designed for 

people with little to no medical training to 

learn to provide initial trauma and bleed-

ing control. The 90-minute course is open 

to 10 students. 10 a.m. Free. Saddle River 

Range, 4280 FM-1488, Conroe. 

936-271-2620. www.saddleriverrange.com

30 AND DEC. 1, DEC. 7-8
ENJOY A WINE TOUR

Visit eight wineries in the area on the Tex-

as Bluebonnet Wine Trail. Ticket holders 

will receive two wine tastings with a holi-

day snack at each winery. Tickets are valid 

for one visit to each of the wineries on 

either of the two weekends. Guests must 

schedule their visits with each winery an 

hour prior to arrival. Noon-5 p.m. $35. 

Multiple locations. 936-825-3669. 

www.texasbluebonnetwinetrail.com

DECEMBER

05 LISTEN TO POETRY
In celebration of Emily Dickin-

son’s birthday, the Montgomery County 

Literary Arts Council and the Greater Con-

roe Arts Alliance will host 20 poets who will 

read their favorite Dickinson poem as well 

as one of their own. The night will be led by 

2019 Montgomery County Poet Laureate 

Dede Fox and 2011 Texas Poet Laureate 

Dave Parsons. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 

219 Simonton St., Conroe. 936-539-8879. 

www.greaterconroeartsalliance.com

07 GO CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
The annual Montgomery County 

Mistletoe Market is bringing hundreds of 

local artisans to the Lone Star Convention 

Center to celebrate the holiday season. 

Vendors will sell handmade products 

ranging from jewelry to clothing to home 

decor. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free (entry). 

9055 Airport Road, Conroe. 

936-538-8000. www.thelonestar.org

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.
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C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 C
IT

Y
 O

F 
C

O
N

R
O

E
 P

A
R

K
S 

A
N

D
 R

E
C

R
E

AT
IO

N
 D

E
PA

R
TM

E
N

T

RUN A 5K TURKEY TROT
CARL BARTON JR. BASEBALL PARK

NOV.
23
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EAT THANKSGIVING DINNER
THE HISTORIC HILL HOUSE AND FARM

NOV.
28
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GO BIRD WATCHING
WILLIAM GOODRICH 
JONES STATE FOREST

NOV.
23

The Texas A&M Forest Service will host a bird 
watching event at William Goodrich Jones State 
Forest. The event will go over the basics of bird 
watching. 9 a.m.-noon. Free. William Goodrich 
Jones State Forest, 1328 FM 1488, Conroe. 
936-273-2261. www.tfsweb.tamu.edu

The city of Conroe Parks and Recreation Department 
is hosting its annual 5K Turkey Trot at Carl Barton Jr. 
Baseball Park. All racers age 5 and up are welcome. 
9 a.m.-noon. $20. Carl Barton Jr. Baseball Park, 
2500 S. Loop 336 E., Conroe. 936-522-3900.
 www.cityofconroe.org.

The Historic Hill House and Farm’s Executive Chef Joshua 
Slaughter will create a Thanksgiving meal with both traditional 
and modern elements. There are four seating options available: 
noon, 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. $65 (adults), $40 (children), free 
(children under 5). The Historic Hill House and Farm, 
3603 FM 1725, Willis. 936-767-3020. www.historichillhouse.com

COMPILED BY ANDY LI

11 CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
First Baptist Conroe is hosting a 

Christmas festival with infl atables, free 

food, live music and a nativity scene. 

6-8 p.m. Free. First Baptist Conroe, 

600 N. Main St., Conroe. 936-756-6601. 

www.fbcconroe.org

13 LEARN ABOUT THE COUNTY
County Judge Mark Keough will 

give a county update at the Montgomery 

Area Chamber of Commerce business lun-

cheon. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $20 (guests), $15 

(members). Lone Star Community Center, 

2500 Lone Star Parkway, Montgomery.

936-597-5004. 

www.montgomeryareachamber.com

14 DANCE AT A 
MASQUERADE BALL

Montgomery County United will host its 

10th annual masquerade ball. The formal 

event will feature a live band, door prizes 

and plated dinner. 6 p.m.-midnight. $35. 

14135 Laramie Trail, Montgomery. 

936-718-7860. www.facebook.com/

montgomerycountyunited



Starting at $174,990!
New community, new model. 

2117 Cedar Way Dr., Conroe, TX 77301
Contact: Paul Ferrata | 281-231-2599

hiddencreek@colinahomes.com

Hidden Creek

Contact: Rebecca Molnar|281-255-4747
parkwest@colinahomes.com

New models, now open!

Mention this ad and receive a free garage 
door opener with purchase of a new home.

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN?
• Inside the 336 Loop
• Low taxes
• Low HOA dues

Starting at $175,990!
181 Camelot Place Ct., Conroe, TX 77304

Park West

SLEIGH THE HOLIDAYS WITH A

HOLIDAY LOAN
UP TO $1,500

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Normal credit granting criteria apply. Offer valid thru 12/31/2019. Rate displayed is the lowest available to qualified borrowers; your rate may 
be higher and will be determined by creditworthiness. Must have direct deposit. Loans must be set up on automatic transfer or ACH payment. Sample payment schedule: 
A $1500 loan, with an annual percentage rate of 6.99%, to be repaid in 12 monthly installments of $130. Must qualify for membership by living, working, worshiping or attending 
school in Jefferson, Orange, Hardin, Jasper or Newton counties or within the boundaries of Conroe or Magnolia ISD or within a 10-mile radius of our Spring or Conroe, TX locations.

Spring: 1021 Sawdust Road (Next to Walmart)   |  Conroe: 3570 FM 1488 (Between Kuykendahl & SH 242)

5PointCU.org | 800.825.8829

If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage If your budget isn’t quite ready for the holidays, you can still take advantage 
of holiday savings with a 5Point Holiday Loan. With rates as 

low as 6.99% APR*, it’s easy to give your family a little extra holiday magic. 

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10
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COMPILED BY MARIE LEONARD AND ANDY LITRANSPORTATION UPDATES

FM 1097 expansion

As of late October, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation has acquired 
almost all of the right of way needed for 
the project to widen FM 1097 between 
I-45 and Anderson Road in Willis from a 
two- to four-lane road with a continuous 
left-turn lane. Contractor Angel Broth-
ers has completed 41% of the project, 
as of Nov. 1

Timeline: Oct. 15, 2018-
third quarter 2020

Cost: $15.1 million

Funding sources: TxDOT, federal

FM 830 repair

The process to repair the base and 
pavement markings of FM 830 from 
Hwy. 75 to Lake Conroe is 65% done. 
The original contractor was Harper 
Brothers Construction LLC, but the 
current contractor is Smith & Co.

Timeline: June-winter 2019

Cost: $2.48 million

Funding source: city of Conroe

All information on this page was updated as of 11/14/19. News or questions about these or other local transportation projects? Email us at comnews@communityimpact.com.
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ONGOING PROJECTS
  1   Longmire Road widening

Contractor Larry Young Paving is working 
on underground utilities and storm sewers 
for a project to widen Longmire Road from 
a two-lane asphalt road to four-lane con-
crete road with a hike and bike trail from 
League Line Road to FM 3083. 

Timeline: May-November 2020

Cost: $12 million

Funding source: city of Conroe

  2   Conroe bus routes and sidewalks

The city of Conroe has begun a combined 
project  2A  near Avenue G to improve 
16 bus stops, seven bus stop shelters and 
eight benches, and  2B  to install 2,175 feet 
of sidewalks along Sgt. Ed Holcomb Bou-
levard from the Conroe 9th Grade High 
School campus to FM 2854.

Timeline: November-January 2020

Cost: $349,770

Funding source: city of Conroe

COMPLETED

Wilson Road widening

Contractor Triple B Services has 
completed the fi nal stage of widening 
Wilson Road and adding traffi c signals 
at its intersection with Frazier Street. 
The project is pending fi nal closing 
documents and cleanup before being 
offi cially completed.

Timeline: April 16, 2018-Sept. 5, 2019

Cost: $4.8 million

Funding source: city of Conroe
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N
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Federal law sets various require-
ments in regard to train and railroad 
operations in Texas, including how 
o� en and when trains have to blow 
their horns. For example, train oper-
ators are required to sound horns at 
least 20 seconds before they approach 
a public road crossing, according to 
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion. Residents may also wonder why 

train conductors are required to blow 
horns when there are already auto-
matic warning signals at the intersec-
tion. Law requires engineers to blow 
the horn as the train approaches and 
goes through the intersection, accord-
ing to TxDOT. 

However, there are potential 
restrictions or loopholes. Certain com-
munities may apply for quiet zones 

if Federal Railroad Administration 
requirements are met, and therefore 
trains will not be able to sound their 
horns when passing through the zone, 
according to TxDOT. Some cities may 
also use wayside horns, which are 
mounted on the tra�  c signal at an 
intersection and would be directed at 
tra�  c in the street and potentially less 
disruptive, according to TxDOT. 

When are train conductors required to sound horns at an intersection? 
HOW IT WORKS

  3   Wilson Road, Foster Drive sidewalks

Work has begun to construct new side-
walks along  3A  Wilson Road and  3B  Foster 
Drive. The project will add sidewalks along 
Wilson and Plantation Drive to Hillcrest 
Drive and replace the sidewalks along Fos-
ter. The Wilson Road sidewalks are about 
60% complete.

Timeline: August-December

Cost: $427,105

Funding sources: federal, city of Conroe
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eyeing Thanksgiving as the date to 
be fully operational. Sta�  is in the 
process of having sheetrock and 
� ooring replaced across the entire 
21,000-square-foot building, and the 
store is only partially operational—los-
ing about $1,200-$1,500 a day in sales, 
Compton said. 

“We are tightening our belt all the 
way around,” Compton said. “We were 
fortunate enough to have a bit of a 
cushion. It’s pretty much eating away 
at our cushion every day.”

Once the sheetrock is stripped and 
the � ooring is replaced, the next step 
is to move back all of the furniture and 
items in the store, Compton said. 

“Right now, we have a major section 
of [the store] cleared o�  because 
that’s where they are working on the 
� ooring,” she said. “But as soon as 
they are done with that we can start 
moving everything that is piled up in 
the middle of the � oor and trying to 
spread it out.”

Community members have come 
together to assist with the store’s 
recovery, including with manual 
labor as well as on the � nancial 
side, Niederberger said. The store’s 
landlord is covering the cost for the 
sheetrock, and The Ark Church in 
Conroe donated $20,000 to assist 

with recovery, Compton said. Angelic 
Resale has also been awarded a 
$10,000 grant from Texas Mutual. 

In other news, New Life Women’s 
Center is also expanding to a new 
building that will house 32 beds com-
pared to its current 12. The new build-
ing is expected to open in January.
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Angelic Resale consignment store still 
rebuilding, losing sales following Imelda 

When Tropical Depression Imelda 
hit Montgomery County on Sept. 19, it 
� ooded Angelic Resale on West Davis 
Street, the storefront for New Life 
Women’s Center, with 4 to 6 inches of 
water. The store shut down for three 
days and was initially losing about 
$2,800 a day in sales, center Executive 
Director Dottie Compton said.

Pro� ts from Angelic Resale, a thri�  
and consignment store, fund 50% of 
costs for New Life Women’s Center, an 
addiction treatment center in Mont-
gomery County. The yearlong residen-
tial program relies on donations to 
fund its remaining expenses. 

“When [Angelic Resale] closes, even 
for a short period of time … it’s so 
important [to get it operational] so we 
can continue to serve,” said Lisa Nied-
erberger, the public relations director 
for the center.

As of late October, Angelic Resale 
is still being rebuilt, and sta�  is 

BY EVA VIGH

Angelic Resale is still 
reeling from the Sept. 19 
fl oods but hopes to fully 
open by Thanksgiving.

SOURCE: ANGELIC RESALE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

4-6 IN.

Imelda fl ooded 
Angelic Resale with

of water.

3 DAYS,
The store shut down for

losing $2,800 a day 
in sales.

$1,500

Now, Angelic Resale 
is losing up to

per day in sales.
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¢ No maximum contribution limits like a 401k or IRA.

¢ Little or no risk of government control or changes to current tax law.

¢ Tax free withdrawals

¢ Tax free death bene� t

¢ Ability to accelerate death bene� t for long term care

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT BDLIFE212.COM.

Building Dependable Life Insurance Solutions

Tammie Smith
President 

Are You Saving for Retirement with Outdated Strategies? 

Call TODAY for a free consultation!
Maximize cash value growth to take 
advantage of the tax bene� ts 

We go the extra degree for you!

WALDEN RD.

ASPEN DR.

FOUNTAINVIEW DR.14001 Walden Rd. | Ste. 11 | Montgomery, 77356
1800 West Loop South | Suite 1980A | Houston, TX 77027 
Phone: 855-235-4332 | Fax: 713-337-9781

832-523-3912 | BDLIFE212.COM

Increase Your Retirement Fund Tax FreeYour single source for 
¢ Life insurance
¢ Long term care 
¢ Disability 
¢ Supplemental bene� ts
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COURTESY CONROE COMMUNITY CEMETERY RESTORATION PROJECT
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Volunteers began cleaning and restoring the cemetery late October. Restoration involves careful cleaning of tombstones and removing brush.COMMUNITY

before resuming next year, Edens said. 
The goal is to complete restoration in 
March and then be recognized by the 
state as a historic cemetery.   

In addition to cleaning and restoring 
the headstones, the CCCRP works to 
identify and contact the living descen-
dants of those buried in or who owned 
the cemetery. According to the CCRP’s 
website, the last owner of the property, 
Henry J. Runge, died in 1922 without a 
spouse or any children, so Edens said 
he needed to locate and contact the 
owner’s legal heirs to obtain permis-
sion to clean up the cemetery. 

“Everyone has been very excited,” he 
said. “[They] had no idea of the ceme-
tery or that they owned the property.”

The oldest con� rmed burial is 
1892—an infant with the last name 
Armstrong—and there are 38 known 
burials that were documented during 
a 1978 survey of the cemetery, accord-
ing to CCCRP. The last known burial is 
James Charles Pitts, who was buried 
in 1966, according to the CCCRP. 

Edens said he was able to contact 

Pitts’ grandson, who lives in Georgia. 
He also spoke to the granddaughter of 
Luther James Dorsey, the only known 
Bu� alo Soldier, or African American 
soldier who fought in the Civil War, to 
be buried in Montgomery County. 

Edens said many of the markers 
and headstones have been damaged, 
destroyed or stolen, making it di�  cult 
to identify those buried. 

Adding to the disarray, Edens said 
there are no o�  cial records of the Con-
roe Community Cemetery except for a 
“notice of cemetery” � led in 2014. The 
only known document that possibly 
mentions the cemetery is a deed from 
Runge in 1898, which vaguely refers to 
“a cemetery,” according to the CCCRP. 

The last cleanup of the cemetery 
prior to recent e� orts was in the early 
1980s, according to the CCCRP. 

Edens said he hopes the nonpro� t, 
which relies on donations, can o� er 
tours to visitors once restoration 
e� orts are complete. 

“When we are done, we are hoping 
it will look more like a park,” he said.

Restoration begins on forgotten African American cemetery
In 2011, Jon Edens was working at 

the Oakwood Cemetery on North 10th 
Street in Conroe when something 
caught his eye, he said. In the wooded 
area just across the cemetery’s fence he 
saw another grave. He hopped across 
the fence to take a closer look, and then 
he saw another grave, and another. 

A� er doing some research, Edens 
said he realized he had stumbled across 
a forgotten historical site. Informally 
known as the Conroe Community Cem-
etery, it is the burial ground of many 
African Americans, some of whom were 
in� uential community leaders. 

“I decided it needed to be cleaned 
up and restored,” Edens said. 

Eight years later, Edens said he is 
“� nally” able to begin restoration 
through the Conroe Community Cem-
etery Restoration Project, a nonpro� t 
that he created in order to facilitate 
work on the cemetery. The organiza-
tion began volunteer cleanup days in 
late October and will continue every 
other weekend through December 

BY EVA VIGH
NAMES

DEADOF 
THE
Thirty-eight individuals 
are known to be
buried in the Conroe 
Community Cemetery. 
Here are a few. 

The only known Buffalo Soldier buried 
in Montgomery County

A laborer in a lumber mill who lived in 
Conroe for 17 years

Opened the fi rst school for African Amer-
ican students in Conroe

Principal of a high school for black stu-
dents in Jefferson, Texas

 LUTHER JAMES DORSEY (1850-1939)

 JONAR JONES (1877-1942)

MITTIE CAMPBELL TURNER (1875-1933)

 JAMES CHARLES PITTS (1876-1966)

SOURCE: CONROE COMMUNITY CEMETERY RESTORATION 
PROJECT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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PREMIER HOMES

Affordable Customized Luxury is Here...

Including Modulars

Energy efficient
10 year structural warranty

Kith custom soft-close cabinetry

Your Greater Houston
Franklin Homes Dealer

936-264-3335
12886 TX-105 E Conroe, TX.  77306 License #: 35865

Call today to 
learn more

For a virtual Tour Visit: https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=nsUit1wQnEF

Picture Your Family Here!

From business meetings to brunch with friends, we're bringing
something new to historic downtown Conroe.

406 North Thompson Street, Conroe, TX, 77301
936-521-1007  |  www.flour-ish.com

CONNECT WITH US

Catering, Private Parties,
Local Delivery

Come and enjoy our new dinner 
menu and beautiful

boutique wines by the bottle, 
glass, and retail.

JOIN US 
FOR DINNER

5-9pm
Thurs-Sat

Holiday Dinners 
In December.
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1,006 in Montgomery County, according to Spencer. 
The Real Time Crime Center facility, which 

became operational in February 2018, is used in 
conjunction with COMPSTAT. From February 2018 to 
December 2018, the RTCC assisted the sheriff’s office 
and partner agencies with 5,700 tasks, including 
criminal history requests and photo lineup informa-
tion, according to the sheriff’s office. 

A precinct model map will also be implemented 
sometime in 2020, Spencer said. The model divides 
the current patrol area into 24 smaller zones, allow-
ing for more effective coverage, according to the 
sheriff’s office. 

“It is our hope and belief that when the precinct 
model is implemented we will continue to see the 
successful decline of crime,” Spencer said. 

The sheriff’s office has also been building 
community action partners, or partnerships with 
businesses, organizations and churches to build 
communication and trust between law enforce-
ment and the community. As of March 2018, there 
were more than 60 registered partners in the pro-
gram, Spencer said. 

The sheriff’s office will also establish a commu-
nity satisfaction survey in 2020 to measure and 
obtain feedback on its services and performance.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Sheriff’s office releases updated strategic plan Oct. 16

On Oct. 16, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 
released its updated strategic plan, a comprehensive, 
multiyear blueprint first unveiled in 2017, which 
shapes law enforcement response and community 
relationships, according to the sheriff’s office. 

The updated plan identifies the progress the 
sheriff’s office made in meeting its goals identified 
in 2017 and identifies new benchmarks. 

To reduce the rates of burglaries in Montgom-
ery County, the sheriff’s office began applying 
COMPSTAT, or computer statistics, in the second 
half of 2017. COMPSTAT combines technology and 
data to allow law enforcement to make informed 
decisions, analyze crime patterns and evaluate the 
effectiveness of solutions. Patrol supervisors began 
deploying personnel to “hot spots,” or known 
problem areas, as a result of this implementation, 
according to the sheriff’s office. 

“We use COMPSTAT combined with our patrol 
deputies’ knowledge and community education to 
combat the trends we have seen in the past regard-
ing burglaries,” Lt. Scott Spencer said. 

From 2017-18, burglaries of residences fell from 
506 to 483, burglaries of buildings fell from 373 to 
307, and burglaries of vehicles dropped from 1,106 to 

BY EVA VIGH

RESULTS
AND GOALS

The Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office has made reducing crime and 

building community part of its 
strategic vision since 2017. 

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE/

COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

The Real Time Crime Center 
became fully operational in 
February 2018 and has assisted 
with 5,700 tasks between then and 
December 2018.

REDUCING CRIME

The sheriff’s office has also been partnering with 
businesses, organizations and churches to build 
communication and trust. As of March 2018, there 
were 60 registered community action partners.

The sheriff’s office plans to establish a community 
satisfaction survey in 2020.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

BURGLARY NUMBERS 2017 2018

RESIDENCES BUILDINGS

VEHICLES

506 373

1,106

483 307

1,006

Reducing burglaries, increasing community involvement in county among key goals



*Holiday Wine Sale runs 11/18/19-12/31/19. Discount off regular priced 750ml bottles of Wine. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly.
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conduct, license and regulate Class II 
gaming—or bingo—as long as the state 
in which the tribe is located permits 
such gaming and the tribal govern-
ment adopts a gaming ordinance 
approved by the National Indian Gam-
ing Commission, according to Naskila 
Gaming. Some o�  cials, including 
Sen. John Cornyn, have publicly 
condemned the facility, saying it goes 
against Texas law.

Naskila Gaming is pushing the U.S. 
Senate to pass House Resolution 759, 
a federal bill that would allow the 
tribe to o� er electronic bingo on their 
reservations, Battise said. The U.S. 
House of Representatives passed 
HR 759 in July. 

 In the meantime, Naskila Gaming is  
garnering support from surrounding 
communities, Battise said. 

Although the Conroe Lake Conroe 
Chamber of Commerce has not o�  -
cially voiced support for the facility, 
Naskila Gaming o�  cials will give a 
presentation to the Conroe chamber 
at its Nov. 21 board meeting to provide 
information on the issue, chamber 

EVA VIGH/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

BUSINESS

Naskila Gaming joins Conroe chamber as it fights to stay open
The newest member of the Conroe 

Lake Conroe Chamber of Commerce 
is � ghting with the state of Texas to 
remain open—and turning to cities 
such as Conroe for support. 

On Nov. 1, the chamber held a 
ribbon-cutting for Naskila Gaming, 
an electronic bingo facility in Polk 
County that is a popular destination 
for Conroe and Montgomery County 
residents, gaming o�  cials said. The 
facility sits on tribal land of the Ala-
bama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas.

Naskila Gaming has been under � re 
from the state since it opened in 2016, 
gaming o�  cials said. But until there 
is a federal Supreme Court ruling 
a�  rming the state can shut the facility 
down, Naskila Gaming will remain in 
operation, according to the facility. 

“We abide by the rules and regula-
tions,” said Nita Battise, the secretary 
for the tribal council. “Yet we still 
have to � ght in the courts ... [and] the 
attorney general feels what we are 
doing is against Texas law.”

Tribes retain their authority to 

BY EVA VIGH

SOURCE: NASKILA 
GAMING/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Montgomery 
County 
residents, 
of which

are from
Conroe

40K

TIES TO CONROE

CLUB NUMBERS
Many Conroe and Montgomery area 
residents have signed up for Naskila 
Gaming’s player club since 2016.

PLAYER CLUB MEMBERS
TOTAL: 300K

13%
of members 

are from 
Montgomery 

County.

Naskila Gaming offi cials and employees celebrate as they join the Conroe Lake Conroe Chamber of Commerce Nov. 1.

President Brian Bondy said. Bondy 
said it is not likely any action will be 
taken at the meeting.

Tony Averitt, Naskila Gaming’s 
executive director of community 
development, said Conroe is an 
important market for the facility. 

“There’s a lot of business synergy,” 
he said. 

Since 2016, more than 10,000 Con-
roe residents and 40,000 Montgomery 
County residents have joined the 
Naskila Gaming Players Club, which 
o� ers incentives and discounts for its 
total 300,000 members, Averitt said. 

Naskila Gaming is also hoping to 
extend its bus shuttle service, which 
currently ends in Spring, up to Con-
roe’s park and ride in � rst quarter of 
2020, Averitt said. 

Multiple Conroe and Montgomery 
residents voiced support of Naskila 
Gaming, such as Conroe resident 
Sharon Peterson, who said she visits 
the facility once a month. 

“It should stay open,” she said. “It’s 
a lot easier to drive ... there compared 
to [Louisiana].”

Naskila Gaming is looking to Conroe 
for support amidst ongoing litigation. 
Although gaming offi cials said they 
follow state gambling laws, others are 
pressuring the state to shut it down.

NOV. 1: Naskila Gaming joins the 
Conroe Lake Conroe Chamber of 
Commerce.

FIRST QUARTER 2020: Naskila 
Gaming could potentially expand its 
bus shuttle services to Conroe.



A new, wholesome master planned  
community, located just north of  
The Woodlands on FM 830, one mile 
west of I-45.

New homes available from the $230s to $500s+

TheWoodlandsHills.com

Buy a new home in The Woodlands Hills 
by Nov. 30 and receive $10,000* 

toward closing costs, design upgrades or off the price of the home.

Meet the 
community 
next door.

7 Furnished Model Homes

State-of-the-Art Amenity Center

Fitness Center

*This offer is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract from The Woodlands Hills approved builders from October 1, 2019 through November 
30, 2019. The offer provides $10,000 toward the price of the home, design center upgrades or closing costs on eligible new homes purchased in The Woodlands 
Hills. Some restrictions may apply. No substitutions will be permitted. A registration form must be obtained from the builder’s sales office prior to signing the 
new home contract. Sales contracts not written between 10/1/19 and 11/30/19 will not qualify. Homes must close on or before 12/31/20. The incentive will be 
awarded to the buyer at the time of closing. Homes within The Woodlands Hills are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Howard Hughes 
Corporation (“HHC”) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither HHC nor any of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants 
the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change. 
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public information on potential traf-
� cking incidents is a key to law-
enforcement e� orts in the area. 

“If you think you see tra�  cking, 
don’t hesitate,” he said. “I would 
rather get the call and be wrong than 
miss the call.”

Godden said residents can contact 
the county sheri� ’s o�  ce or call the 
National Human Tra�  cking Hotline to 
send anonymous tips.

Rebecca Cary, founder of the 
Christian anti-tra�  cking nonpro� t 
Hands of Justice, said becoming more 
informed on the issue is also essential 
to identifying and assisting victims.

“If you don’t know the signs, you 
really can’t look for them, and if you 
can’t look for them, you can’t help 
somebody,” she said. 

Panelists mentioned incidents can 
occur at schools or around children.

“Be the families involved in your 
kid’s life,” said Dennis Mark, executive 
director of the tra�  cking survivors res-
toration program Redeemed Ministries. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

Regional organizations, law enforcement 
join for inaugural anti-trafficking event

More than 30 organizations 
involved in human tra�  cking pre-
vention gathered at The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church on Oct. 10 
for the Montgomery County Coalition 
Against Human Tra�  cking’s � rst com-
munity event in response to concerns 
about tra�  cking growth in the area. 

According to the National Human 
Tra�  cking Hotline, 1,000 human 
tra�  cking cases were reported in 
Texas in 2018, of which 719 were sex 
tra�  cking cases.

Tyler Dunman, a coalition member 
and the outgoing chief of the Mont-
gomery County District Attorney’s 
O�  ce Special Crimes Bureau, said the 
issue exists in Montgomery County.

“We’ve got to get past this idea 
that it doesn’t exist here and that our 
kids aren’t being exploited and that 
our women and men aren’t being 
exploited,” Dunham said. 

John Godden, a Montgomery 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce detective, said 

BY BEN THOMPSON

TRAFFICKING IN TEXAS
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Montgomery County Coalition Against Human Traffi cking members joined in a panel 
discussion at The Woodlands United Methodist Church at the coalition’s Oct. 10 event.

Human traffi cking remains a prevalent problem across the state of Texas.

2018 STATS:

SOURCE: NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

719 sex 
traffi cking cases

118 labor 
traffi cking cases

89 sex and labor 
traffi cking cases

74 cases with 
no type specifi ed

1,000 human traffi cking cases were reported.
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stewards of taxpayers’ dollars.”
This Nov. 5 bond was created by 

the CISD board of trustees following 
the failure of an $807 million bond in 
May, which received 6,945 votes for 
the bond and 8,314 against, or 45.51% 
for and 54.49% against.

Null said he and the board of trust-
ees are excited to have the community 
support as the district grows.

“I’m excited to no longer be work-
ing on it,” Null said. “To get back to 
that routine and really turn back to 
what is the main thing for us, which 
is educating our children and sup-
porting our teachers.”

The most expensive single item on 
the bond was the Phase 2 construc-
tion of Conroe High School at 
$144.25 million. The project will add 
approximately 309,000 square feet 
for classrooms and athletic areas. The 
work will also bring all of CHS under 
one roof to protect students, as the 
school currently has more than 100 
exterior entrances, Gregg Colschen, 
CISD assistant superintendent of sec-
ondary education, said earlier this year. 
The work would also add a new career 
and technical education building.

Several projects are already in the 
design phase, such as the Caney Creek 
junior high and a $15.5 million York 
Junior High addition, according to 
Null. He said construction for several 
projects will begin in 2020, with York 
expected to open in August 2021. Null 
said York is one of the district’s most 
populated areas.

The May bond included several 

elements that were missing from the 
November bond, including tech-
nology- and transportation-related 
purchases, which were reduced and 
planned to be � nanced over a shorter 
time than originally proposed in the 
November bond, CISD o�  cials said. 
Several facility improvements were 
removed to be addressed through 
a new capital maintenance fund 
approved by CISD trustees in August.

The athletic turf package was 
placed on a separate proposition 
since it had received mixed support in 
the previous bond, CISD board Vice 
President Skeeter Hubert said earlier 
this year. Null said he and the trustees 
viewed the items on Proposition A as 
essential and did not want people to 
vote against it simply because of turf, 
which is why they created a separate 
proposition for that project. 

Null said the board may in the 
future look to replace some � elds with 
turf, which would allow more usage 
and save money compared to the 
maintenance of grass. Natural grass 
can be problematic during rain events. 

“Grass � elds can quickly become 
unplayable, [whereas with] arti� cial 
turf, you can play more games; they 
don’t become churned up or sloppy,” 
he said.

However, Null said the replacement 
of grass to athletic � elds is not a prior-
ity in the near future.

“We have a lot of work to do based 
on Proposition A and what the voters 
have asked for, and those items will be 
the focus moving forward,” Null said.

EDUCATION

Conroe ISD moves forward following $653.57M bond passage
Following the Nov. 5 election in 

which voters approved Conroe ISD’s 
reworked bond, the district can begin 
work on its bond projects, including 
the design and construction of new 
schools. Voters rejected a bond to add 
turf grass to several athletic � elds—a 
move that would have made � elds 
playable during rain events, CISD 
Superintendent Curtis Null said. 

With all Montgomery County pre-
cincts reporting, voters approved the 
district’s Proposition A, with 
20,152 votes for and 15,804 votes 
against, or 56.05% for and 43.95% 
against. The $653.57 million bond 
included funds for various projects, 
such as $144.25 million for Phase 2 
construction at Conroe High School, 
a new junior high in the Caney Creek 
feeder zone for $80.63 million and 
mechanical improvements at Oak 
Ridge High School.

Meanwhile, the $23.8 million Propo-
sition B failed, with 20,942 against and 
14,886 for, or 41.55% for and 58.45% 
against. The bond’s only project was 
to install arti� cial turf to several 
athletic � elds. All results are uno�  cial 
until canvassed.

“We are thankful for all who turned 
out to make their voices heard in this 
election and grateful for the showing 
of support by our community,” Com-
munications Specialist Katie Morton 
said in an email. “Conroe ISD is 
looking forward to continuing to serve 
the educational needs of our students 
and families while also being good 

BY ANDY LI AND VANESSA HOLT

ELECTION RESULTS THE WORK 
AHEAD

Voter turnout more than doubled for the 
Conroe ISD bond from May to November.

Projects in the Conroe ISD bond 
aimed at Montgomery County-
area schools include additions, 
renovations, and safety and 
security measures.

Schools will receive renovations such as 
new kitchens, upgraded security cameras 
and access-control systems.

add administrative offi ce space, new 
entryway, kitchen, common space, 
classrooms, CTE building, athletics 
building and parking .............. $144.25M

Conroe High School

alleviate overpopulation in Moorhead 
Junior High School ........................$80.63M

New Caney Creek junior high

perform systems overhaul and add career 
and technical education center ......... $57M

Oak Ridge High School

expand school ................................ $15.5M
York Junior High School

Armstrong Elementary School .... $3.2M

Creighton Elementary School ......$8.4M

Geisinger Elementary School ......$4.5M

Houser Elementary School ............$7.1M

Rice Elementary School ................ $3.6M 

Oak Ridge High School .................. $1.9M

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY COUNTY ELECTIONS DIVISION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: CONROE ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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303 Longmire Rd.   Conroe, TX 77304

281-292-6100
www.brownstoneofficecondos.com

Senior Living
made personal.

Avid Care Cottages
Providing Total Care Assisted Living 

In a Home-Like setting.

Schedule your 
tour today!

832-692-0093 • avidcarecottages.com

206 W. Dallas St.
Conroe, TX 77301

3611 Glenpine Dr.
Houston, TX 77068

5807 Old Lodge Dr.
Houston, TX 77066

EXPERIENCE GRACEPOINT HOMES...VISIT TODAY!
NEW INVENTORY AVAILABLE SOON, PRICED FROM THE MID 200’S.

Prices, plans, specifi cations, square footage and availability subject to change without notice or prior obligation. Square footage is approximate and may vary upon elevations and/or options selected. 
Information given here is deemed to be correct, but not guaranteed. 10/19

GRACEPOINTHOMES.COM

WAS $516,012
NOW $448,012

3110 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 3 BR, 3/1 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2110 Rope Maker Road

Stillwater-New Chapel West

$308,872
2123 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 4 BR, 3 BA

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2020
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663
Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882

2328 Hagerman Road

Stillwater-New Chapel East

$448,271
2695 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 3 BR, 3/1 BA

AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 2020
Gerald Jolly | 832-434-2100

123 Allene Ridge  

Lily

WAS $631,111
NOW $557,611

3592 SQ.FT., 2 STORY, 4 BR, 4/1 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2217 Salt Grass Trail

Stillwater-The Hill

WAS $369,225
NOW $334,990

2221 SQ. FT., 1 STORY, 4 BR, 4 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Gerald Jolly | 832-434-2100

125 Pilazzo Street

Kingsley in Woodforest

$1,098,350
4820 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 5 BR, 5/1 BA

AVAILABLE NOW!
Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882

Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2037 Bluestem Drive

Stillwater-Sweetgrass

WAS $651,942
NOW $574,442

3700 SQ. FT., 2 STORY, 4 BR, 4/1 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Kimbra Gaby | 720-470-1882
Johnny Cochran | 832-723-3663

2138 Gadwall Drive

Stillwater-Pintail

Lakeside Cove

WAS $1,307,914
NOW $992,700

4254 SQ. FT., 3 STORY, 4 BR, 4/2 BA
AVAILABLE NOW!

Gerald Jolly | 832-434-2100

38 Secluded Trail

2101 City West Blvd. Ste. 218
Houston, TX. 77042

200 River Pointe Dr., Suite 300
Conroe, TX.  77304

INDIVIDUAL & BUSINESS 
TAX PREPARATION

ACCOUNTING/
BOOKKEEPING

CONSULTING/
ADVISORY SERVICES

PREPARATION/
PLANNING

RELATIONSHIPS.
RESULTS.

SCHEDULE YOUR YEAR-END 
TAX PLANNING MEETING 
TODAY AND SAVE MONEY

CPAs &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

WWW.HENRYCPAGROUP.COM • INFO@HENRYCPAGROUP.COM

Henry CPA Group, LLC

936-207-1082

Amy Henry Owner

We will project your 2019 tax liability and 
recommend the best tax deductions for your 

business or individual tax return. 
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 CONROE ISD  Conroe ISD is exam-
ining how to improve the academic 
success at several campuses a� er 
receiving its 2018-19 Texas Education 
Agency scores.

On Oct. 15, the CISD board of 
trustees reviewed the TEA’s 
2018-19 accountability scores and 
Texas English Language Pro� ciency 
Assessment System, or TELPAS, 
results. The TEA scores rate a dis-
trict’s performance based on student 
performance and progress, according 
to the TEA website.

“Certainly, there are areas that we 
celebrate,” Deputy Superintendent 
Chris Hines said. “And there’s always 
areas ... [where] we can improve.”

Overall, the district earned a B 
from the TEA. Tamika Taylor, director 
of assessment and school improve-
ment, said the district did not earn an 
overall A rating because districts with 
one or more schools rated D or lower 
cannot receive anything above a B.

Taylor said two schools—Creighton 
Elementary School and San Jacinto 
Elementary School—received D rat-
ings, and several schools improved 
their scores.

In each of the domains that make 
up the overall TEA accountabil-
ity rating—Student Achievement, 
School Progress and Closing the 
Gaps—the district also earned a B. 

Hines said he hopes to bring a more 
speci� c and detailed improvement 
plan for the district in November, and 
plans speci� c to both Creighton and 
San Jacinto in December. 

Taylor said her department is now 
focusing on subgroups that did not 
meet expectations, such as TELPAS.

TELPAS divides students who are 
learning English as a second lan-
guage into four groups based on skill 
level, Hedith Upshaw, CISD director 
of curriculum and instruction, said. 
She said the state expects students to 
move up one level every year.

“It takes � ve to seven—sometimes 
up to eight—years for children to 
acquire this language,” Upshaw said. 
“It doesn’t happen overnight.”

CISD did not meet the target for 
this area in TELPAS.
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Willis ISD adjusts guest speaker procedures following outcry over drag queen’s cosmetology lesson
 WILLIS ISD  Following public outcry a� er a drag 
queen was invited to teach a cosmetology class at 
Willis High School, Willis ISD has adjusted its proce-
dures on guest speakers. 

On Oct. 18, a Willis High School cosmetology 
teacher hosted a drag queen who performs under 
the name Lynn Adonis-Deveaux to speak in front 
of the class. The district received public backlash, 
including from Conroe ISD trustee Dale Inman, who 

has three daughters at WISD. 
In response to public outcry, WISD o�  cials said 

in a statement that although the district welcomes 
guest speakers based on their experience and 
skills they have to o� er, the district has adjusted 
its guest speaker policy. 

WISD Director of Communications Jamie Fails said 
teachers must now get approval for any guest speak-
ers by the building administrator and teachers must 

send home a letter to provide an opportunity for par-
ents to opt-out their child. Fails clari� ed Adonis-De-
veaux was approved as a visitor by the high school 
principal, but speakers would need approval from the 
career and technical education director in the future. 

At a Nov. 11 WISD board of trustees meeting, about 
a dozen residents made public comments regarding 
the issue, with some supportive of the drag queen 
and others criticizing WISD’s lack of communication. 

Updates from Conroe ISD, Montgomery ISD and Willis ISD

 MONTGOMERY ISD  Following 
concerted opposition by parents, 
Montgomery ISD has decided to not 
consolidate its dual language program 
for the 2020-21 school year, a proposal 
that would have moved the program 
from two campuses into one.

The district announced its decision 
Oct. 30 at two di� erent dual lan-
guage parent meetings. The proposal 
was to move MISD’s dual language 
program, which is currently o� ered 
at Stewart Creek and Lincoln ele-
mentary schools, to one campus, 
Montgomery Elementary School. The 
program teaches students in both 
English and Spanish.

“The decision ... was based on parent 
feedback through face-to-face meet-
ings, parent phone calls and emails, 
and surveys,” MISD Director of Special 
Programs Jada Mullins said. 

Parents who attended the meeting 
expressed relief and support of the 
decision. The issue has been ongoing 
since at least July, when Community 
Impact Newspaper � rst reported on 

MISD’s announcement of the proposal 
to consolidate the program. Since then, 
the district wavered on announcing a 
� nal decision. Parents did not know 
the fate of the program until Oct. 30.

“The children that attended [the 
Oct. 30 meeting] were so very happy to 
be able to stay at their home school,” 
said Amy Jones, a parent of a dual 
language student. 

MISD had proposed the consolida-
tion primarily to tighten its budget, as 
Community Impact Newspaper previ-
ously reported, although the district 
has not indicated how much money 
could have been saved. 

Parents also voiced support for 
MISD’s promise to provide better com-
munication moving forward regarding 
the program—for example, having a 
Spanish-speaking person present at 
registration, Jones said.

However, Krista Patton, a dual 
language parent, said she is concerned 
with what will happen to the program 
a� er the next school year, which has yet 
to be decided. 

Conroe ISD reflects on TEA, TELPAS state results

Montgomery ISD heeds parent concerns, will not 
consolidate dual language program next year 

COMPILED BY ANDY LI AND EVA VIGHEDUCATION BRIEFS

Montgomery ISD meets Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.

20774 Eva St., Montgomery • 936-276-2000
www.misd.org

Conroe ISD meets Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.

3205 W. Davis St., Conroe. • 936-709-7752
www.conroeisd.net

Willis ISD meets Dec. 9 at 5:30 p.m.

204 W. Rogers Road, Conroe. • 936-856-1200
www.willisisd.org

MEETINGS

Dual language families celebrated MISD’s decision, which was announced Oct. 30.
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S“THE CHILDREN THAT ATTENDED [THE OCT. 30 MEETING] WERE SO 
VERY HAPPY TO BE ABLE TO STAY AT THEIR HOME SCHOOL.” 

—AMY JONES, PARENT OF A DUAL LANGUAGE STUDENT

HOW

Conroe ISD reviewed its 
accountability scores from the 
Texas Education Agency Oct. 15.

How much students know

How historically marginalized 
groups perform

How students compare to their peers

SOURCE: CONROE ISD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SCORED

OVERALL

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

CLOSING THE GAPS

SCHOOL PROGRESS

   A              B              C              D              F    

   A              B              C              D              F    

   A              B              C              D              F    

   A              B              C              D              F    



CALL TO TOUR OUR ON-SITE MODELS.

LESS HOUSE, MORE LIFE.
Own your own home in our exclusive gated tiny home community 

minutes from Lake Conroe, The Woodlands and Houston
• Community Center 
• Work Out Facility 
• Heated Pool / Hot Tub 
• Onsite Indoor Movie Theater 
• Outdoor Living Center with Kitchen/Grill

• Outdoor Gaming Center - Lawn Games
• Landscapes Irrigated
• Dog Park & Garden
• Access to Cable TV & Internet
• NO PROPERTY TAXES

13625 African Hill Rd., Willis, TX 77378 | www.majestichillstinyhomes.com

 936-718-8171
GET ONE MONTH FREE LOT 

RENTAL WITH PURCHASE OF HOME
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VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS KEY   A  Application |  <18  Under age 18 allowed |  BC  Background check |  O  Orientation

14 Help out the Conroe and Montgomery communities 
in a number of ways throughout the year by 
volunteering with local nonprofi t groups. 
Volunteer opportunities included in this guide 
range from mentoring at-risk youth to caring 
for wolves. This list is noncomprehensive. 

WAYS TO
GIVE BACK

IN CONROE & MONTGOMERY COMPILED BY ANDY LI AND VANESSA HOLT
DESIGNED BY KAITLIN SCHMIDT

EMPOWER YOUTH
  1   YES TO YOUTH MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
YOUTH SERVICES
The nonprofi t provides crisis counseling, shelter programs 
and prevention services for families and youth. On June 20, 
Yes to Youth broke ground on its  new building for short-
term housing for homeless youth.
Sample activities: collecting basic necessities, serving 
dinner, cleaning or organizing areas
105 W. Lewis St., Conroe
936-756-8682 • www.sayyestoyouth.org
 A  <18  BC 

  2   CASA CHILD ADVOCATES OF 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Advocates are assigned a child or a set of siblings in the 
foster care system and provide legal and emotional sup-
port. Volunteers can also work in the offi ce and perform 
administrative duties.
Sample activities: research court fi les, interact with chil-
dren and family members, perform offi ce work
412 W. Phillips St., Ste. 107, Conroe
936-441-5437 • www.casaspeaks4kids.com
 A  BC  O 

  3   ANGEL REACH
This shelter provides mentoring, temporary housing and day-
to-day necessities for at-risk youth in the foster care system.
Sample activities: mentor children, help with events
112 W. Pauline St., Conroe
936-202-8498 • www.angelreach.org
 A  BC  O 

  4   TAMINA COMMUNITY CENTER
The Tamina Community Center provides families of Tamina, 
an unincorporated community in Montgomery County, 
with access to educational resources, tutoring and support 
for children; adult computer classes; and activities and 
assistance for seniors. 
Sample activities: tutoring, working at the center’s food 
pantry and clothing store, and other service work
18965 Main St., Conroe
281-465-4646 • www.taminacenter.org
 A  <18 

SERVE SENIORS
  5   MEALS ON WHEELS
Meals on Wheels provides meals and curbside delivery to 
homebound seniors in Montgomery County. 
Sample activities: deliver meals, host food drives, help 
with events, perform offi ce work, sort donations
1202 Candy Cane Lane, Conroe
936-756-5828 • www.mowmc.org
 A  <18  BC  O 

FEED THE HUNGRY
  6   MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOOD BANK
The bank collects and distributes food to individuals and 
families in Montgomery County. The bank serves an aver-
age of 35,000 people a month.
Sample activities: sort and organize food, handle pro-
duce, distribute food
1 Food for Life Way, Conroe
936-271-8800 • www.mcfoodbank.org
 A  <18 

HELP ANIMALS
  7   MONTGOMERY COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
The shelter provides temporary housing for dogs and cats 
in Montgomery County. Volunteers have opportunities to 
be with animals as well as clean the facility. Volunteers can 
also work in the offi ce and perform administrative duties.
Sample activities: walk or bathe dogs, do laundry, clean 
playrooms, play with cats, interact with potential adopters, 
answer phone calls
8535 Hwy. 242, Conroe • 936-442-7738 • www.mcaspets.org
 A  <18  O 

  8   FRIENDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
TEXAS ANIMAL SHELTER
The group supports animal shelters across Montgomery 
County. The nonprofi t is looking for foster volunteers.
Sample activities: care for foster animals
330 Rayford Road, Ste. 114, Spring • www.fmctas.org
 A  O 

  9   SAINT FRANCIS WOLF SANCTUARY
The sanctuary provides homes for nonreleasable and 
rescued wolves and wolfdogs. The sanctuary also provides 
educational tours to the public.
Sample activities: give tours, fundraise, perform offi ce 
work, care for the animals
2759 Saint Beulah Chapel Road, Montgomery
936-597-9653 • www.saintfranciswolfsanctuary.org
 A  O 

10  HENRY’S HOME HORSE SANCTUARY
Volunteers care for horses in an outdoor facility and will 
spend time in nature doing farm work and other activities. 
Individuals with computer, marketing and fundraising skills 
are also needed. The organization’s primary mission is to 
serve veterans, fi rst responders and their family members, 
but everyone is welcome to volunteer.
Sample activities: grooming, riding and caring for horses
Camp Strake Road, Grand Central Park, Conroe
281-292-1110 • www.henryshomehorsesanctuary.org
 O 

CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
 11  LAKE CREEK PRESERVE
This organization protects and preserves the natural area 
surrounding Lake Creek and maintains a hiking trail.
Sample activities: give tours, maintain hiking trail, fundraise
Sendera Ranch Drive, Montgomery • 281-576-1634
 A  <18  O 

HELP THE COMMUNITY
 12  FAMILY PROMISE OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
This organization provides shelter for homeless families as 
well as fi nancial and business guidance.
Sample activities: prepare and deliver meals, offi ce work, 
maintenance work, babysit, host families
1207 N Thompson St., Conroe
936-441-8778 • www.familypromiseofmc.org
 A  <18  BC  O 

 13  KEEP US FED MONTGOMERY COUNTY PROJECT
The nonprofi t picks up extra food from local restaurants, 
catering companies, grocery stores and event planners and 
delivers it to shelters, group homes and food pantries. 
Sample activities: delivering food to recipients
3915 W. Davis, Stes. 130-223, Conroe
936-206-3604 • www.keepusfedmoco.org
 A  <18 

SUPPORT HEALTH AND WELLNESS
 14  BRIDGEWOOD FARMS
This organization helps educate and meet the needs of teens 
and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Sample activities: offi ce work, assist clients during activi-
ties, sort donated items
11680 Rose Road, Conroe
936-856-6460 • www.bridgewoodfarms.org
 A  <18 



We can process 
your deer into your 
favorite flavor of 

Slovacek’s Sausage.

979-272-1337
9500 Slovacek Rd, Snook, TX 77878
www.slovacek.com

COMPLETE 
WILD GAME 
PROCESSING

Hey Hunters!  It’s that time of year!  
Bag that big buck and come see us!

701 N. FRAZIER, CONROE TX 77301 | WWW.THELOFTSCONROE.COM
Call today to schedule a viewing! 832-699-3289

GRAND OPENING
N O W  L E A S I N G TWO BEDROOM AND 

TWO BATH APARTMENT
All units come with washer and dryer, 
granite countertops, faux wood blinds, 
walk-in closets, outdoor space with 
ceiling fans, elevator access, and covered 
parking below units. First Month $799.00

5% DISCOUNT OFF the fi rst 6 month rent 
to military, fi rst responders, government 
workers, teachers, or fl ood victims

Off er fl exible leases 
starting at 6 months and longer.

165 Lone Star Pkwy, Ste. 220
Montgomery, TX

936-597-2425

HURRY! CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

HEARING LOSS...Or just EARWAX
THANKSGIVING EVENT

No one notices when you wear microscopic, 

FINANCING AVAILABLE, 
Visa, Master Card, Discover

SAVE 50% OFF

FREE VIDEO EAR INSPECTION

$2000 OFF

UP TO 40% OFF

CUSTOM CANAL 

30 DAYS ONLY ENTRY LEVEL RIC

$795.00 retail price $1,595
Class A corrects loss up to 35/40 DB

Use Natural ear Shape, combines your natural ear shape 
and state-of-the-art technology, Hands Free Operation, 

There is no volume adjustment for easy handling

$99500

ALL 
RESOUND RIC

You’re invited for a 

by a factory technician 
at digital hearing solutions

all digital programmable 
hearing aids *This is not a medical examination of audiological eval-

uation, but is intended for the sole purpose of fi tting or 
selecting a hearing aid

Digital Hearing Solutions

CIC/
completely 
in the canal

Is a new home in your future? Drees is 
now building in Grand Central Park  
and Harper’s Preserve.

Build a home with

DREES CUSTOM HOMES.

That’s building with

Homes from THE $350s

CONTACT   
Amy Schmidt
(281) 306-5906
aschmidt@dreeshomes.com

dreeshomes.com

© 2019 The Drees Company. 
All rights reserved. 20-0434-129  10/19

*Advertised incentive is valid on firm non-contingent purchase agreements accepted between November 1 and December 31, 2019 on build-to-order homes at Grand Central Park or Harper’s 
Preserve only when purchaser finances through First Equity Mortgage, Inc., Equal Housing Lender. NMLS #21157. Licensed by the Texas Department of Savings & Mortgage Lending, License 
#44405. Subject to borrower qualification. Incentive not available with any other promotions or discounts and is subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Other restrictions may apply. See a 
Drees Market Manager for complete details. First Equity Mortgage, Inc., is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Drees Company located at 211 Grandview Drive, Suite 102, Fort Mitchell, KY 41017.

Receive 

UP TO  

$5,000 
TOWARDS CLOSING 

COSTS!*
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Move in Special
Parkwest
The Newest Luxury living in Conroe 

Contact us to schedule a showing or for more information

832-585-8006 

BRAND NEW LUXURY RENTALS AVAILABLE
• 3 Bedrooms with 2-2.5 bath
• 1 and 2 story plans ready for 

immediate move in
• Attached 2 car garage
• Granite countertops
• Stainless steel appliances 

including refrigerator

• Back yard with privacy fence
• Automatic sprinkler system
• Great location I-45 and 105
• Minutes Away from great 

dining options
• Front yard is maintained by 

the HOA

45

105

N

In 2016, owner Carolyn Hall opened Notably Yours, which provides planning and coordination for major events such as 
weddings or corporate celebrations. Hall said she operates as both a wedding planner and coordinator. 
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 F or many couples, their wedding is a special and 
memorable event. At Notably Yours, a wedding 

and event planning service in Conroe, it is a meticu-
lously planned process, owner Carolyn Hall said. 

Hall opened her business in August 2016 a� er 
being laid o�  from the oil and gas industry, but Hall 
said she started event planning in high school, help-
ing friends organize weddings as a side business 
that lasted through her young adulthood.

“I have always loved helping people with their 
day, and every wedding is di� erent,” Hall said.

For her � rst two years, Hall worked from home, 
but in 2018 she moved to her current location on 
Davis Street and hired Kari Reyes to help with 
events. Although weddings are Notably Yours’ focus, 
Hall said she and her team have started breaking 
into planning corporate events and celebrations.

“I know it’s a little di� erent than weddings, so we 
want to get as much knowledge as we can on that. 
But at the same time, it’s very similar,” Hall said.

Reyes said the business has helped 71 weddings so 

far in 2019, as of Oct. 18. Although most weddings are 
booked six months in advance, Reyes said some cou-
ples come to them two years before their wedding, 
and some call them just three weeks before the date.

Hall said the Montgomery County is a popular 
wedding site because it is far enough away from 
Houston to feel like a destination, and the more 
rural community feels relaxed for many couples. 

Hall operates as both a wedding planner and a 
coordinator. She said a planner will walk a couple 
through the entire process, while a coordinator will 
handle day-of logistics.

Although a wedding planner and coordinator 
can seem like an extravagance for some people, 
Hall said a wedding is such a signi� cant moment in 
people’s lives it deserves to have someone guiding it 
who knows what they are doing.

“If you’re going to invest a year and a half plan-
ning an event, protect your investment. Get some-
one who understands every single possible thing 
that could possibly go wrong,” she said.

BY ANDY LINotably Yours
Wedding planner gives support, guidance for couples’ big day

BUSINESS FEATURE

Notably Yours

2912 W. Davis St., 
Ste. 140-H,  Conroe

936-703-5083

www.notablyyours
events.com

Hours: Tue.-Thu. 
9 a.m.-5  p.m., 
Fri. noon-5 p.m.

W. DAVIS ST.

LONGM
IRE RD.

45

105

N

Hall works with several local vendors to provide every-
thing for a wedding from music to food to fl owers.

Most couples book planning and coordination 
six months in advance.

Hall provides day-to-day support as a planner as well as 
day-of logistic help as a coordinator.6 MONTHS

average planning time

SOURCE: NOTABLY YOURS/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

30+
venues Notably Yours 
has worked with

Although 
weddings vary 
from couple to 
couple, here 
are some stats 
from Carolyn 
Hall’s clients.

WEDDING STATS
$50,000
average amount 
spent on a wedding 



A message from Entergy Texas, Inc. ©2019 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Smarter technology. Cleaner energy. 
Brighter future.
As we continue to fuel our growing economy, we want to make sure our state shines bright for generations to come.

That’s why we’re installing advanced meters, building clean power generation and investing millions to enhance our 
power grid. We believe a more sustainable future is a brighter future for everyone. And together, we power life.

Learn more about our grid modernization investments at entergytexas.com/brightfuture.
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BRING IN THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR

$1,000 
OFF

D I S COV E R the difference 500 RIVER POINTE DR.
CONROE, TX 

936-756-8643

RIV
E

R
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INTE DR

45

336S

ID #104283

336N

LONGMIRE RD.

903 LONGMIRE RD. | CONROE, TX 

936.760.2010
heritageoaksassistedliving.com

Home is here for the holidaysHome is here for the holidays
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Fabulous Pho

1406 N. Loop 336 W., Ste. A, Conroe

936-703-5356

www.facebook.com/fabulouspho

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

PLA
N

TATIO
N

D
R

.

33645

MONTGOMERY 
PARK BLVD.

N

SPRING ROLLS ($3.49) 
are wrapped in a clear rice 
paper and made with rice 
noodles, lettuce and a protein.

VERMICELLI ($10.49)  is a 
thin rice noodle, served here with 
shredded lettuce, cucumber, 
carrots, fried onions, an egg roll, 
a choice of protein and fi sh sauce.
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DINING FEATURE

 F or almost a year and a half, Fabulous 
Pho has been diversifying the tastes of 

the Conroe area with its authentic Vietnam-
ese food.

Owner Thinh Le said he moved to Conroe to 
be with his � ancee, leaving behind him a long 
career in the casino business. Le said he was 
able to convert a lot of the existing equipment 
of a former restaurant at 1406 N. Loop 336 W., 
Ste. A, Conroe, to open his new restaurant 
May 21, 2018. 

“I put everything I had in this,” Le said. 
“This is something that I always wanted to 
do. It’s very challenging. I didn’t know it was 
that complicated. … We put in a lot of time.”

Le said one of the biggest challenges has 
been introducing the area to the Vietnamese 
cuisine. Le said almost 70% of people who 
come to his restaurant have never had Viet-
namese food before. Plus, he said, people 
who like Vietnamese food are usually more 
likely to drive to Houston to get it.

“A Vietnamese restaurant in Conroe is 
pretty new for the majority of people—pretty 
new food for a lot of people,” Le said.

Part of that lack of familiarity came up in 
his hiring. Le said many workers had never 
made food like his before and required a lot 
of training. It became so di�  cult to � nd work-
ers that Le even let employees live with him 

for a time when they could not � nd housing.
As for his customers, Le said he is 

waiting to bring more classic Vietnamese 
dishes to the menu until he has a stronger 
customer base that is more familiar with 
this genre of food.

“In the future ... I might do a special of the 
week, so people can learn and people can see 
if they like it,” Le said.

The restaurant’s most popular dish is its 
titular pho, a traditional Vietnamese dish 
consisting of a broth, rice noodles, meat 
and herbs.

“Everything is about the soup,” Le said. 
“There’s many di� erent ways people cook 
pho. Here, we cook pho from scratch. From 
the bone. We cook over 12 hours.”

In addition to several Asian classics, 
such as egg rolls, stir fry and fried rice, Le 
said he revamped the menu six months 
ago to include some more American food, 
such as chicken wings, and a kids menu 
featuring chicken nuggets.

As the Conroe area begins to familiarize 
itself with his cuisine, Le said he is hopeful 
for a future with a loyal following.

“This restaurant right here and our 
food—I think we’re going to have a really 
good future,” Le said. “I have a very good 
feeling about this place.”

BY ANDY LIFabulous Pho
Restaurateur brings Vietnamese classics to Conroe

ALL ABOUT THE SOUP

OTHER DISHES TO TRY

Pho is a classic Vietnamese dish. The basic recipe includes a hearty 
broth and rice noodles.

Owner Thinh Le opened Fabulous Pho in 2018.

  1    BROTH: The broth is made from beef bones and other 
ingredients, such as onion, ginger, star anise, onions and fi sh sauce.

  2    RICE NOODLES: The transparent noodles are  made with 
rice flour and are common in East and Southeast Asian food.

  3    GREENS: Often served on the side, Thai basil, cilantro and 
bean sprouts can be added to pho.

  4    PROTEIN: Fabulous Pho offers a variety of protein options, but 
pho is traditionally made with beef.

2

1

3

4



 Over 180,000 Sq. feet of retail, office and office/warehouse flex space
Minutes from Downtown Montgomery, Lake Conroe and the Woodlands

LAND TRACTS • BUILD TO SUIT • MANCAVES

77316 people with 
at least 
some college 
education

62.2
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“[It is a] tight labor market,” Borski said. “You just 
don’t have the right kind of growth.”

Looking at the big picture, Reid said this could 
limit the development of large corporations and big-
box stores in the Montgomery area that rely on hun-
dreds of employees. For example, the nearest H-E-B 
and Target are located in Conroe. 

ENTRY-LEVEL DEMOGRAPHICS

Data from the U.S. Census Bureau shows Montgom-
ery County’s population growth is outpacing that of 
neighboring counties but still lacking in residents who 
are typically hired for entry-level jobs, Borski said. 
Typically, those established in the workforce are older 
with a higher educational attainment, he said.

From 2017-18, the county’s net migration, or the dif-
ference between the number of immigrants and the 
number of emigrants, was 13,842 individuals. But only 
1% of the county’s growth in individuals age 25 and up 
from 2013-18 came from individuals with only a high 
school degree or equivalent, Borski said. The remain-
ing 99% came from those with at least some college 
education, compared to nearby Harris County’s 74.4%. 

“[This] population growth [makes] it more dif-
� cult for employers to � ll their entry-level posi-
tions,” Borski said.

The total number of individuals in Montgomery 
County with only a high school diploma or equivalent 
actually declined from 2013-18, dropping by 7,859 res-
idents—making the talent pool smaller for companies 
seeking minimum-wage employees, Borski said. 

Data from Montgomery ISD shows about 41% of 
high school seniors reported they would directly 
enter the workforce in their graduation exit survey 
from 2015-19, compared to an average of 55% who 
reported they would attend some sort of college. Still, 
Reid said this portion of the population does not � ll 
the employment need for local businesses.  

“Our high school students are not our entry-level 
workforce,” she said. “There are some, but not a lot.”

Montgomery Co� ee Co. owner Phil Knutson said 
he relies on high school students to � ll his a� ernoon 
positions, but students are not available during the 
morning hours. 

“Finding entry-level sta�  for early morning to 
mid-a� ernoon is di�  cult,” Knutson said. “Good 
� nds locally tend to be spouses seeking a local part-
time job or retired people endeavoring to stay busy.”

CONTINUED FROM 1 APARTMENT RATES

A lack of a� ordable housing opportunities makes 
it di�  cult for entry-level workers to both work and 
live in the area, Reid said. For instance, Reid said she 
spoke with an employee at the Kroger Marketplace 
that opened in Montgomery in 2017 who said her col-
leagues, including an immediate supervisor, struggle  
to a� ord living in the area. Kroger Corporate A� airs 
Manager Sparkle Anderson declined to comment. 

At MISD—one of the largest employers in the 
area, district o�  cials said—there are nine � rst-year 
teachers employed in the 2019-20 school year, or 
.014% of the total teachers, according to the dis-
trict. However, district o�  cials were not able to 
comment if entry-level employees faced challenges 
� nding a� ordable housing.

According to a report prepared by Community 
Development Strategies, a marketing consultant, 1% 
of Montgomery’s working population both lived and 
worked in the area in 2015. The remaining 99% lived 
outside the area. 

“We don’t have a lot of market-value space in gen-
eral for leasing or renting options,” Reid said.

According to ApartmentData.com, a company that 
provides market information on apartments, there 
are a total of 48 apartment complexes in the north 
Conroe and Montgomery area, which includes Willis, 
the city of Conroe and the area north of Magnolia. 

Meanwhile, average occupancy and rental rates 
for all apartment units have been rising since at least 
2017, according to ApartmentData.com. In Novem-
ber 2017, the overall rental price for units averaged 
$894 per month with occupancy at 85.6%. As of Octo-
ber, those numbers were $969 per month and 93%, 
respectively. For comparison, the Greater Houston 
area’s average rental price is $1,048 per month.  

Knutson said the community needs a balance in 
the housing portfolio with high-end and mid-range 
choices as well as “a� ordable” options, such as 
apartment complexes. 

“We need options in this range to support entry-
level sta�  ng for local business,” he said.  

LACK OF INDUSTRY

Reid said there must be an adequate customer 
and employee base when adding new businesses 
to the area. 

“There’s only so much market share,” she said. 
“We can’t get another H-E-B yet until we have more 
roo� ops.”

ABOUT 5% of the 
population is between 
the ages of 21-24, which is 
typically considered entry-
level age. 

MONTGOMERY-AREAdemographics

ATTAINMENT
education

MONTGOMERY’S 2018 ESTIMATED POPULATION BY AGE

Most Montgomery-area residents are established in the 
workforce, based on population age and education data. 

SOURCE: THE RETAIL COACH/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Most Montgomery-area 
residents have at least some 
college education. 

people with 
at least some  
college 
education

0-4 2,675

5-9 2,880

10-14 3,390

15-17 2,359

18-20 2,106

25-34 5,085

35-44 6,012

45-54 7,252

55-64 8,276

65-74 7,180

75-84 3,094

85+ 826

21-24 2,724

Age Population
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Chris Kimmel, DDS • Tyler Rushing, DMD
Heath Bryan Coleman of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates - General Dentistry

Chris Kimmel, DDS • Tyler Rushing, DMD

1142 W. DALLAS STREET • CONROE, TX 77301 • www.ConroeDentalService.com

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!  

(936) 337-0500

10% Price Beat Guarantee*
*Must have itemized treatment plan from licensed Dentist for  

identical services (excludes government and charity subsidized plans).

DENTAL 

Implants*
FOR ONLY  

$999Each

*DOES NOT INCLUDE FINAL RESTORATION

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS

Extractions
STARTING AT  

$69Per 
Tooth

WITH DENTURE PURCHASE

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS

FULL REPLACEMENT 

Dentures
STARTING AT  

$495Per 
Set

WITH WARRANTY

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS

Conroe - Montgomery edition • November 2019 27

BIG-BOX

TRENDS
commutingretailers

Adding to the challenge is Montgomery must com-
pete with nearby Conroe, which o� ers more housing 
opportunities, infrastructure and incentives to attract 
industrial employers, said Michael Prats, senior mar-
ket analyst for Community Development Strategies. 

“It’s not to say Montgomery doesn’t have any of 
those things; they just don’t have them to the scale of 
what the Conroe market does,” Prats said. 

Employment opportunities primarily in retail, health 
care and manufacturing are expected to increase in 
the Lake Conroe area, which includes Montgomery, 
Conroe and Willis, in the next several years, accord-
ing to the Community Development Strategies report. 
However, most of the business and industrial develop-
ment is expected to come from Conroe.

For example, � ve out of the six large-scale o�  ce 

developments proposed in the area in 2018 were in 
the city of Conroe, with one in Willis, according to 
the Community Development Strategies report. Of 
the 18 industrial projects proposed in 2018, none 
were in the Montgomery area.   

SOLUTIONS

To address the workforce issue, Reid said the 
chamber’s long-term goal would be to establish 
primary entry-level jobs that go beyond mini-
mum-wage positions. This could be done by joining 
the Lone Star College System, she said. 

If MISD voters voted to join, they would pay taxes 
to LSCS but students would qualify for in-district tui-
tion. LSCS might be more likely to build a campus in 
the Montgomery area, she said. 

“In order to have a high-paying industry for a 
primary job so that people can live and work in the 
same location, those industries need training … for 
the employees,” she said. 

About 13% of spring 2018 MISD graduates 
enrolled in LSCS in fall 2018, according to LSCS, 
but Reid said if a campus was built in the Mont-
gomery area, more students would remain in the 
area a� er graduating high school. 

“We would suddenly have a bump-up of our 
20-something category, which provides our entry-
level workforce that doesn’t have their [college] 
degree yet,” she said.

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

While the number of residents in the Lake Conroe area continues to grow, the 
number of people who live locally and are employed locally is decreasing. This is 
partially because Montgomery County has grown in popularity as a Houston suburb.

city of Montgomery residents 
who worked in the area in 

2015, down from 2% in 2005.

city of Willis residents who 
worked in the area in 2015, 

up from 5% in 2005.

city of Conroe residents who 
worked in the area in 2015, 
down from 28% in 2005.

SOURCES: LAKE CONROE REGION OUTLOOK, WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Most big-box retailers—such as H-E-B and Target—
are located in Conroe. In order for big-box retailers to 
locate to an area, there must be enough workforce. 

LONE 
STAR 

PKWY.

105

149

336

75

45

WALDEN RD.
LAKE 

CONROE

CONROE

MONTGOMERY

1% 6% 25%Kroger opened August 2017 with 310 JOBS.

100 JOBS 
were fi lled by 

Kroger transfers.

210 JOBS 
were fi lled by 
new hires.

Big-box retailer

MAP NOT COMPREHENSIVEN



30%
OFF
ALL DIAMOND 
JEWELRY WITH 

THIS AD

936-539-1109 |  DOUGLASJEWELERS.NET  |  1109 W. Dallas Street, Suite 130, Conroe, TX. 77301

Fine Pre-Owned Rolex Timepieces |  Fine Jewely |  Estate Jewelry |  We Buy Gold

Conroe’s Premier 
Pre-owned Rolex Watches
Rolex and the model names mentioned are registered trademarks of Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc. Not an authorized dealer for, or affi  liated with, endorsed or sponsored by, Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc. or any affi  liates or subsidiaries

Oyster Perpetual 
Date Submariner

Men’s Date Just 
Oyster Perpetual

Ladies Date Just 
Oyster Perpetual

Oyster Perpetual 
Date GMT-Master

Oyster Perpetual 
Date Submariner
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Hwy. 149 annexed by the city will 
require a di� erent water service pro-
vider, which could provide challenges 
for Montgomery.

“I think it would be very di�  cult to 
be ... a public o�  cial … [and the resi-
dents] see us popping up some man-
hole covers and they say, ‘Our water is 
terrible,’ and we say, ‘Oh, sorry, talk to 
some guy 20 miles to the west of us,” 
Huss said. “I think that that would be 
an untenable situation.”

Amid the concern surrounding 
potential annexation, the city is also 
facing water accountability problems 
from its current water contractor—
Gulf Utility Service, which operates 
and maintains the city’s water ser-
vices—since nearly 9 million gallons 
of water has been lost citywide in 
recent months. 

UNCHARTED WATERS

As the city grows, so does its need 
for water management. According 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, the city of 
Montgomery’s population grew from 
639 in 2014 to 997 in 2017. 

However, the city will still need to 
plan for growth outside of its current 
city limits, according to Rovnosky. The 
Old Dobbin Plantersville Road project 
is within the city’s extraterritorial juris-
diction, or ETJ, which is an area outside 
a city’s limit the city could annex in 
the future. Rovnosky said Montgomery 

CONTINUED FROM 1 would have to annex the land to pro-
vide services to the residents. However, 
the land is also outside the city’s water 
coverage area and would be serviced by 
a di� erent water provider, Dobbin-Plan-
tersville Water Supply Co.

Although council members voiced 
concerns with the Old Dobbin Plant-
ersville Road project, Rovnosky said 
the city will have to develop a relation-
ship with Dobbins-Plantersville Water 
Supply Co. regardless if the project is 
approved because the water supplier 
covers the majority of the territory 
outside of Montgomery’s city limits, 
including the city’s ETJ.

“Within the [proposed] neighbor-
hood, there will be sewer lines that will 
be the city of Montgomery’s, and there 
will be water lines that will be Dob-
bins-Plantersville’s,” Rovnosky said. 
“And Dobbins and the city are going to 
have to have an agreement that they 
work out if there’s an issue—this is your 

responsibility; this is my responsibility.”
Huss said the city’s top priority is to 

provide high-quality and continuous 
services to its residents as it grows. 

“We would serve everything else, 
but not water. So if there was a prob-
lem with the water, we would not be 
able to help,” Huss said. “So these 
are our taxpayers—we have a duty to 
them—but we’re not able to solve a 
key problem. I mean, those houses 
would not be livable if there was a 
water problem.”

Although this would be Montgom-
ery’s � rst major partnership with a 
private company to provide services to 
its residents, Rovnosky said many res-
idents are used to paying bills to sepa-
rate entities such as X� nity or Entergy.

Rovnosky said the Old Dobbin 
Plantersville Road project is the � rst 
project in the region that has gotten 
to the point of a feasibility study, and 
although the city’s growth is not lim-
ited or focused in one particular area, 
setting up a relationship between the 
two entities is essential in the city’s 
potential growth west of Hwy. 149, 
where most of the region is within Dob-
bins-Plantersville’s service area.

LONGTIME PROVIDER, FIRST-TIME LEAK

Although Montgomery may have 
future dealings with Dobbin-Planters-
ville Water Supply Co., city o�  cials 
said its current water situation is going 
through a di�  cult period.

The city of Montgomery and Gulf 
Utility Service have been working 
together for approximately six years, 
City Administrator Richard Tramm said. 
Gulf Utility Service operates as the city’s 
contract consultant, and its primary job 
is to operate the water and wastewater 
utility systems, he explained. Huss said 
the service Gulf Utility Service provides 
is necessary because of the current size 
of Montgomery.

“But lately some of the metrics that 
we used to see how well we’re doing 
have been unsatisfactory,” Huss said.

Since June, Montgomery has had 
8.9 million gallons of water go miss-
ing, and Gulf Utility Service has taken 
the heat for it from City Council. 
Michael Williams, the vice president 
of operations for Gulf Utility Service, 
� rst presented the problem at an 
Aug. 27 council meeting, when water 
accountability—or how much of the 
water the city provided has been paid 
and accounted for—was down to 82%. 
Williams said the city typically has a 
95% rating.

Huss said she is concerned about Gulf 
Utility Service’s slow-moving response.

“The seriousness with which the city 
takes these numbers and the account-
ability is greater than Gulf’s serious-
ness, unfortunately,” Huss said.

Gulf Utility Service identi� ed an 
over� ow in September at Montgom-
ery’s water plant, where a pump’s 
control did not shut o�  once the pump 

Montgomery gets its water from underground 
aquifers, which are underground layers of 
permeable rock that contain water.

Water is pumped 
from the Jasper 
and Catahoula 

aquifers.*

Chlorine is applied 
as the water goes 

into storage tanks.

The pumps at the 
water plants will 

move the water ...

... to pressure tanks 
and then into the 

water distribution 
system ...

... where it goes 
to residential 

and commercial 
customers.

1 2 3 4 5

*WATER FROM THE CATAHOULA AQUIFER GOES THROUGH A COOLING TOWER BECAUSE THE WATER IN THE AQUIFER IS ABOVE 100 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT. SOURCE: CITY OF MONTGOMERY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

UNDER
GROUND FROM

TO INSIDE THE

“SO THESE ARE OUR 
TAXPAYERS—WE HAVE A 
DUTY TO THEM—BUT WE’RE 
NOT ABLE TO SOLVE A KEY 
PROBLEM. I MEAN, THOSE 
HOUSES WOULD NOT BE 
LIVABLE IF THERE WAS A 
WATER PROBLEM.”

—COUNCIL MEMBER REBECCA HUSS



Download the 
Free Mobile App

Keeping Motorists 
Informed, Roadways 
Clear and Lives Safe

Get real-time traffi  c updates in the Houston, Texas region 
throughout the year, and learn where roadway fl ooding 
risk is high during heavy rain events.

Visit www.HoustonTranStar.ORG/CI for more information
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WHERE THE WATER
If the city of Montgomery annexes territory in its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, residents there would 
get their water from Dobbin-Plantersville Water Supply Co.

Dobbins-
Plantersville 
water

City of 
Montgomery 
water

Montgomery 
city limits

Montgomery 
ETJ

SOURCE: CITY OF MONTGOMERY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

ETJ: an area 
outside a city’s 
limits it could 
annex in the 
future.

reached capacity, Williams said. 
At a regular meeting Nov. 12, Muck-

leroy told City Council a city employee 
discovered another potential source 
for the leak behind the Kroger Mar-
ketplace at 20168 Eva St., Montgom-
ery. Muckleroy said the leak probably 
leaked about 125 gallons a minute. 
The leak was not discovered until now 
because the city’s sewer plant also 
� ows into the creek.

However, Williams said it will be 
several months before the city sees an 
improvement in its water accountability.

“When I report [in] January, you’ll 
have middle of October to the middle 
of November, you’ll see an increase,” 
Williams said. 

CHANGING TIDES

Because the city is still relatively 
small, Tramm said it makes � nan-
cial sense to continue contracting its 
water services to Gulf Utility Service. 
However, as the city grows, it should 
consider providing its own water ser-
vices, he said.

“As the city of Montgomery has 
grown now, I think it’s getting closer 
to the point where it will take on its 
own operations in the future,” Tramm 
said. “I hesitate to put any exact num-
bers to it, but if the city continues like 
it is, I can easily see it in the next cou-
ple years.”

The exact cost of operating its own 
water supply is hard to determine, 
according to Tramm. He said the city 
would have to hire several full-time 
employees, which could be prob-
lematic. Although Gulf Coast Utility 
employees are not on-site every day, it 
has the personnel to balance out all of 
its clients at a low cost, he said.

“If we [the city] have full-time sta�  
doing that, if there’s not as much work 
at those facilities, then either we’re 
overemployed at that position, or we’re 
moving them out to � nd additional 
work,” Tramm said. 

Tramm said the city pays Gulf Util-
ity Service anywhere from $10,000 to 
$30,000 a month depending on how 
o� en its employees are in Montgomery. 
Muckleroy said that is re� ective of the 
changing nature of the work.

“One month, you may not have but 
just a few issues, and then the next 
month a storm may come through and 
cause several electrical issues,” Muck-
leroy said.

In comparison, the nearby city of 
Magnolia, which provides its own 
water, will spend approximately 
$3.172 million on its water services in 
the 2019-20 � scal year, according to the 
city’s budget. The U.S. Census Bureau 
estimated Magnolia had a population 
of 2,105 in 2018.

As the city grows, Tramm said coun-
cil is also considering building a sec-
ond wastewater treatment plant. How-
ever, although the project is “under 
discussion in terms of planning for 
future growth,” no decisions or action 
has been made, and no cost estimate 
has been made, he said.

Williams estimated the city would 
have to double in size to take on its 
own water service. But when or if it 
does, he said there may be a period 
of time in which Gulf Utility Service 
provides support.

Tramm said with the rate the city 
is growing, in two to � ve years the 
city will likely take on its own water 
department. But no matter which 
water provider the city is dealing with, 
Tramm said the � rst priority is always 
the residents.

“It’s incumbent on parties on both 
sides of that relationship to communi-
cate and try to have the best relation-
ship possible because they serve the 
same customers; they serve the same 
public, they just serve it with a di� er-
ent service,” Tramm said.

WHAT IS DOBBIN-PLANTERSVILLE WATER SUPPLY CO.?

2 Serves Montgomery and 
Grimes counties

Founded in 19771

3 Gets water from Jasper 
and Catahoula aquifers

5 Serves 96 square miles of 
Montgomery 

6 Has 1,500 customers

N

PLANTERSVILLE

MONTGOMERY

1774

105

149

1486

N

LONE STAR PKWY.

Dobbin-
Plantersville Water 
Supply Co.

8829 Phillips Road, 
Plantersville
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14602 FM 1097 Road West | Willis, TX | 936-856-5590
www.GaryGreene.com

Price 77301 77302 77303 77304 77306 77316 77318 77356

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath   4,075 sq. ft.   $755,000
Ruth Stultz 713-962-2777
Ruth Stultz & Company Real Estate

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

FEATURED APARTMENT
White Oak Ranch is a gated community on the 
southeast part of Lake Conroe near the dam. It is 
situated near I-45 and Conroe, giving access to 
shopping, nightlife and amenities. 

Build-out year: 2003

Median square footage: 3,463

Home values: $296,000-$921,000

HOA dues (estimated): $600 annually

Amenities: access to Lake Conroe; close 
to restaurants, entertainment venues and 
shopping

Schools: W. Lloyd Meador Elementary 
School, Giesinger Elementary School, Reaves 
Elementary School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Conroe 0.42
Lone Star College System 0.11
Montgomery County  0.47
Montgomery County Hospital District 0.06
Emergency Services District No. 1   0.10
Willis ISD 1.39
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.55

425 MCCALEB ROAD, CONROE
936-588-5253
www.caprivillasatthelake.com

Years built: 2016-18 

Number of units: 168

Square footage: 613-1,232

Market price ranges: $910-$1,470

Features (vary): granite slab counters, private 
patio or balcony, garages and covered parking 
available, stainless steel appliances

Amenities: resort-style swimming pool with 
Wi-Fi access, 24-hour fi tness center, clubroom 
with coffee and tea bar, playground, dog 
park and pet station, additional storage units 
available, spa

$507,000

WHITE OAK RANCH, 77304

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$167$12,900 138

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 11/1/19

1 0

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

13,146 sq. ft. lot $142,496
Luke Volz 936-235-1043
Realty ONE Group, Experience 

0 Oak Cove Pointe

12301 Oak Cove Pointe

REAL ESTATE

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN OCTOBER  2018 VS.  2019

+3.6%

0%

+4.8%+12.5%

+2.2%

-15.6%

+0.4%

+4.2%

HOMES SOLD  (OCTOBER 2019)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77301 77302 77303 77304 77306 77316 77318 77356

$149,999 or less 17/34 13/36 17/41 26/30 4/76 23/74 22/36 54/101

$150,000-$199,999 11/3 3/67 5/70 2/15 2/101 7/43 9/44 10/49

$200,000-$299,999 16/58 4/68 3/81 28/66 3/39 15/78 5/69 28/29

$300,000-$399,999 1/112 3/74 3/12 13/87 1/21 17/81 1/197 9/64

$400,000-$499,999 - - - 10/28 - 11/32 1/4 7/47

$500,000-$599,999 - 1/169 - 1/48 - 3/65 1/3 1/49

$600,000-$799,999 - 4/1 - 3/62 - 5/64 1/13 3/149

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - - 2/35 - -

$1 million + - - - - - 1/261 - 4/240

MARKET DATA

N

77356
77318

7730377304

7730177316
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45
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Karen Upp • Better Homes and Gardens Gary Greene 
281-789-0411 • karen.upp@garygreene.com

CAPRI VILLAS AT THE LAKE



Our Family Serving Yours

Professional  
Service  

Lic Nos 
TACLB33409E

MPL42649

281-528-4947 
BradburyBrothers.com

$25 off
Heating/Cooling
Plumbing Repair 

Not valid with other offers. One per person. 

$200 off
Heating/Cooling

Plumbing System
Not valid with other offers. One per person. 

$5900

Home Health &
Safety Inspection

Not valid with other offers. One per person.

NOVEMBER SPECIALS

Happy
Thanksgiving

FOR OVER 30 YEARS

DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Cedar Lodge Restaurant ............................ 33

Cowboy Tacos and Burgers ........................ 33

Joe’s Italian Restaurant ............................... 35

Weng’s Wok Asian Bistro ........................... 32

Wild Ginger ............................................... 35

EDUCATION
Mogo Salon Academy ................................ 35

HOME & GARDEN
Ace Hardware ............................................ 33

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Conroe Fabrication and Woodworks .......... 33

RETAIL
The CBD Depot of Texas ............................. 35

Penny Pinching Mamas ............................. 32

Your CBD Store .......................................... 32



281-610-8577 | HolidayExtravaganza@yahoo.com

Located at The Lonestar Convention Center
9055 Airport Road - Conroe, TX

Buy one $5 ticket & Bring a 
Friend for FREE!

Children, Military/First Responders/Teachers 
& over 65 get FREE entry - CASH ONLY

JOIN US FOR ALL OF YOUR 
HOLIDAY SHOPPING

December 7th, 10am-5pm

Montgomery
county Mistletoe

market

OVER 170+ VENDORS AT EACH MARKET

with CBD

Products
Topical Relief  

Creams
Water Solubles

Tinctures
Edibles

10% off 
any purchase

Free 
Sample

Cannot be combined 
with other offers. 

Keller

Get back to 
being you

936-494-0959
1140 N. FM 3083 
W., Ste. 400, 
Conroe 

936-588-6779
2300 Woodforest 
Pkwy. N, Ste. 200, 
Montgomery

2 locations to 
serve you:

DELIVERY  
AVAILABLE

on orders 
over $20

LUNCH
SPECIALS

starting at
$6.45

NO MSG | SERVING LUNCH AND DINNER | WE CATER!
Hours Sunday - Thursday 11 am-9:30 pm | Friday- Saturday 11 am-10 pm

1140 N. FM 3083 W., 
Suite 1400, Conroe, 77304

WengsWokConroe.com
936-756-8888

QUALITY 
ASIAN 
CUISINE

10% off 
must present coupon  
or mention this ad

Weng’s Wok is known for its modern interpretation 
of classic dishes and its insistence on only using 
high quality fresh ingredients. 
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Store Hours
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday, December 5th
11am-1pm: Mimosas in the Morning
4pm-7pm: Sip and Stroll

First 50 customers during each 
time period will receive gift 
bags with samples!

19380 Highway 105 West, Suite 500A
Montgomery, TX 77356 • (936) 582-5170

Join us for

Sip & Stroll

2000 Airport Rd., Conroe, 77301 
Check us out on      
(936)703-5051

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!  
REMODEL YOUR KITCHEN OR BATH FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Schedule your FREE
kitchen design 
service today!www.conroefabricationandwoodworks.com

QUALITY YOU CAN SEE AND TASTE

EAT
PLAY
ENJOY
HOMEMADE FRESH MEX-TEX FOOD

8535 FELDER LANE, CONROE • (832) 492-8862

Mon-Sat: 10am-8pm • Sunday: closed 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Buy One Entree,
 Get Second 1/2 OFF

* I T E M  M U S T  B E  O F  E Q U A L  O R  L E S S E R  VA L U E .

HAPPY HOUR 11AM-7PM: TUES-SAT.
1/2 price appetizers at bar

Discover our Signature Dishes, Craft 
Cocktails, and Delectable Desserts for 
Lunch, Dinner, and Sunday Brunch.

A M E R I C A N  C O M F O R T  F O O D

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.
5454 TX-105  CONROE, TX. 77304

936-703-5225
WWW.CEDARLODGERESTAURANT.COM

BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

WITH US!
Join us on New Year’s Eve with 
the Joe Blues Band. Make your 

reservations today!

BUY ONE 
ENTREE 
GET THE 
SECOND 
$12.00 limit on half price entree. 
Dine in only. One Coupon per table.
Cannot be combined with another offer.  

half off

Excludes alcohol. Take-Out Available. 
Cannot be combined with another offer. 
Valid Tuesday-Friday 11AM-2PM.

OFF LUNCH 
PURCHASE$3

Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Wednesday: 11:00AM-9:00PM
Thursday-Saturday: 11:00AM-10:00PM
Sunday: 10:00AM-3:00PM

FOLLOW US
ONLINE!

fl av
NEW MENU ITEMS 
COME ENJOY OUR NEW
MENU AND WINE LISTBOOK OUR

EXCLUSIVE
EVENT CENTER

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL EVENTS AND 

HOLIDAY PARTIES

N O W  S E R V I N G
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To advertise or to submit story ideas: 281-469-6181

Visit us online: communityimpact.com
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Katy

Sugar Land

Missouri City Friendswood
Pearland

League City

Nassau Bay

Clear Lake 

Jersey Village

Cypress

Tomball

Magnolia

The Woodlands

Spring / Klein

Conroe

Montgomery

Lake Houston

Kingwood

Humble

College Station

Bryan

West University Place

Bellaire

Meyerland

Heights

River Oaks

Montrose

Community Impact 
Newspaper reaches

 1,050,139
Houston homes and 

businesses each 
month. 

We provide hyperlocal news 
and information to millions of 
local residents and business 
owners each day online and 

monthly by mail.
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The CBD Depot
of Texas

10912 FM 1097 West, 
Willis TX

936-900-0074
www.cbddepotoftexas.com

10% OFF 

Give the gift that 
improves the 
quality of life

• Relieves pain
• Improves focus and sleep 
• Lowers stress/anxiety

• Leading National Known Products
• Pharmaceutical Manufactured
• Product Support

Ask about our 
special discount for 
Military, AARP 
members, and First 
Responders.

All purchases.

CATERING AVAILABLE 
SPECIAL HIBACHI PARTY RATES

KIDS EAT FOR ��.�� ALL DAY, 
EVERY DAY

BUY ONE 
ENTREE GET 
THE SECOND

 1/2 OFF
*SECOND ENTREE MUST BE OF 

EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE.

3061 I-45, North Conroe, TX 77304 (I-45 & FM 3083, Next to JC Penney)
www.wildgingerconroe.com

936-788-9988

Italian Restaurant
Joe's

Conroe, TX 77301
1604 N Frazier

936-760-9002

Dine-In
To-Go
Catering
doordash
www.joesitalianconroe.com

Come and spaghet it at

Featuring the best New York-style Italian food and Brick-Oven Pizza

Tuesday - Saturday
Lunch + Dinner

11am - 10pm
Sunday

11am - 9pm

Start Your Beauty Career

TODAY

19380 HWY105 W, Suite 505
Montgomery, TX 77356

936-448-8050

www.mogoacademy.com
FULL, PART, & FLEX-TIME
SCHOOL SCHEDULES

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

 @MOGOSALONACADEMY

 WITH ENROLLMENT IN OUR ESTHETICIAN COURSE
FREE EYELASH

CERTIFICATION
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in The Woodlands

936.270.3333
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-woodlands

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced 
treatments, our leading cancer care is available in 
The Woodlands. We offer personalized guidance 
and support, so you can focus on healing, surviving 
and thriving.

242

HOUSTON METHODIST
CANCER CENTER

45

45

The Woodlands


