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As the population of Dripping 
Springs and communities along Hwy. 
290 expand, the city’s large extraterri-
torial jurisdiction, or ETJ—an external 
territory where a city government can 
exert limited powers—is accommodat-
ing growth. Development in the ETJ, 
however, can be complicated. 

“Development in any city’s extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction is a challenge, but 
particularly in our city’s ETJ due to the 
sheer size of the area,” Dripping Springs 
Mayor Todd Purcell said in a statement 

BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE

Calibrating growth 
beyond Dripping 
Springs’ city limits
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Rise in citizen-initiated laws spurs debate
This November, although there 

are no candidate races on the bal-
lot, Austin voters will see a pair of 

questions that, for months, have 
riled up city o�  cials, citizen groups 
and a wide range of stakeholders.

BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY 

The 2019 local ballot will feature two propositions brought by citizen-initiated petitions—a 
civic tool for voters to pass laws without City Council consent. Since 2016 there have been 
fi ve such propositions on the ballot. The city saw only eight during the preceding 24 years.

T H E  R I S I N G  T I D E  O F 

? ?
2019: stadium deals 2019: convention center

Citizen Petitions

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER RENDERING COURTESY GENSLER
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2016-17 petitions
•  Uber/Lyft
•  Anti-CodeNEXT
•  Effi ciency audit

Result: REJECTED
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Learn more about the election and groundwater conservation district on PAGE 42

regulation
Irrigation wells

Domestic wells

Public water supply

85 
would be classifi ed 

as nonexempt wells 
These wells, which are 

mostly public water 
supply and irrigation, would be 
subject to new SWTCGCD fees. 

1,700 
groundwater 
wells in total

1,615 
would be classi-
fi ed as exempt 

wells, which 
would not be sub-
ject to district use fees. Most domes-

tic wells are classifi ed as exempt.

K
E

YAs rapid growth permeates southwestern Travis County, 
local offi cials are campaigning for a new groundwater 
conservation district they say will help protect the 
Trinity Aquifer. If approved by voters on Nov. 5, 
the Southwest Travis County Groundwater Con-
servation District would regulate groundwater 
within a 215-square-mile area. This map 
shows where groundwater wells are located 
within the proposed district, which covers 
sections of Southwest Austin, unincor-
porated Travis County and the West-
lake, Bee Cave and Lakeway areas.

SOURCE: SOUTHWESTERN TRAVIS COUNTY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

MAP DOES NOT 
REPRESENT EVERY 
WELL WITHIN THE 
DISTRICT

As of 2016, the 
groundwater 
district included:

DISTRICT BREAKDOWN

*DATA IS BASED ON A 2016 STUDY BY TRAVIS COUNTY

N Map not to scale
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About Wastewater 
Averaging
Wastewater averaging is a 
great way to save money. 
Wastewater averaging is 
calculated during the winter 
months when most residential 
water goes directly into the 
sanitary sewer system versus 
being used for outdoor watering. 
This measurement determines 
the cap on the volume of 
wastewater you will be billed for 
each month for the next year. If 
there is outside watering during 
the wastewater averaging 
period, that water volume 
will also be included in the 
wastewater average. Avoid this 
by making sure your irrigation 
systems are turned off during 
these months.

austinwater.org

WASTEWATER 
AVERAGING 
 begins in NOVEMBER

STARTING Mid-November, ENDING Mid-March

You are in control of your 
wastewater costs for the next year

Lower Your Wastewater Costs
To help you conserve water in the winter months and 
lower your wastewater average, follow these basic 
water-saving tips:

 6 check your irrigation system for leaks and  
turn them off during the fall and winter months

 6 fix all leaky faucets and toilets

 6 sign up for the free Dropcountr app and  
get home water use reports

 6 run your dishwasher and washing machine only  
with a full load

 6 take shorter showers – place a timer in your bathroom

 6 when buying new water-using appliances  
look for the WaterSense® label

 6 Find your wastewater averaging period  
www.austintexas.gov/wastewateraveraging
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Specialized pediatric care and 
services to diagnose and treat 

health conditions

Quality, affordable  
after-hours pediatric care 

Primary care for kids from 
birth to 18

Primary Care Specialty Care Urgent Care

Specialty Care
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• LEG PAIN

• ACHING

• THROBBING

• HEAVINESS

• FATIGUE

• SWELLING

• BULGING VEINS

• CRAMPING

• RESTLESS LEG

• SPIDER VEINS

Dr. Michael M. Di Iorio 
Founder & Medical Director

5301 Davis Ln., Building A, Ste 210 
Austin, TX 78749

southaustinvein.com

512-614-1025

DO YOU SUFFER FROM:

We accept ALL major insurances including Medicare. Se habla Español.

THE MOST ADVANCED MINIMALLY INVASIVE VEIN TREATMENTS TO END YOUR PAIN AND SUFFERING!

BEFORE AFTER

MOST TREATMENTS ARE COVERED BY INSURANCE!
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? 
Send it to swafeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Nicholas Cicale
EDITOR
ncicale@communityimpact.com

Lacy Klasel
GENERAL MANAGER

lklasel@communityimpact.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

It’s been a busy month at Community 
Impact Newspaper as we compile infor-
mation on the approaching local elec-
tions. To � nd out more about your local 
elections, please be sure to read our Elec-
tion Guide (see pages 30-35). There you 
will also � nd useful details about what is 
on November’s ballot, a Q&A with Sunset 
Valley City Council candidates and infor-
mation about new polling machines.

City Hall Reporter Christopher 
Neely’s front-page story examines the 
history of petition-based ballot initia-
tives in the city of Austin. Also on this 
month’s front page, Editor Nicholas 
Cicale takes a deep dive into a proposal 

for a new groundwater conservation 
district that could be approved by 
voters Nov. 5.

This month’s edition looks at other 
local topics as well. Reporter Olivia 
Aldridge looks at activity within Drip-
pings Springs’ extraterritorial jurisdiction 
and provides some background about a 
project currently facing controversy.

Having fact-based opinions on topics 
you are voting on is important as an 
informed citizen of your community, and 
we hope we are able to help answer any 
questions you have this election season. 

Thanks for reading, and don’t forget to 
get out and vote!

Residents should head to the polls in November

Every year, it seems like companies start spreading 
information about � u season and when to get a � u shot 
earlier and earlier. But when is � u season, and when 
should people get their � u shots?

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the in� uenza virus is most commonly active in 
the United States “from late fall through early spring.”

Since 2010, the CDC has recommended that people 
over the age of 6 months receive an annual � u shot 
unless an individual has a speci� c contraindication that 
prevents him or her from receiving the shot. 

For those who typically receive � u shots, the CDC 
recommends getting a shot when they � rst become 
available in mid- to late October. Those between 6 
months and 8 years old—who require a booster shot if 
being vaccinated for the � rst time—should receive the 
second shot no sooner than four weeks a� er the � rst was 
administered, according to the CDC. 

Receiving a � u shot too early in the season could 
result in poor coverage the following spring.

When does fl u season start every year?

Clarifi cation: 
Volume 12, Issue 6

In Alleviating congestion 
near the Y at Oak Hill, Oak 
Hill Parkway will have 6 total 
mainlanes at build-out.
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Starting annual mammograms 
at age 40 saves lives.
One in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
and one in six occurs in women ages 40-49. 

Visit ThanksMamm.com
to schedule your appointment. 

You’ll be glad you did.  
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IMPACTS
1997, but a period of political unrest forced 
them out of the country; they opened on 
Rainey Street in 2012, and de la Vega was 
named a James Beard Award semifi nalist for 
best chef Southwest in 2019. 512-520-5750. 
www.elnaranjorestaurant.com

  5   The Goodwill Excel Center—a public 
charter school that offers adults the chance 
to receive a high school diploma, profession-
al certifi cations and to take some post-sec-
ondary classes—opened a location on the 
American Youthworks campus in South 
Austin at 1901 E. Ben White Blvd., Austin, 
on Sept. 19, according to a news release. 
Specifi c vocational training programs with 
certifi cation at the campus include IT, health 
care and green construction. 512-744-1900. 
www.americanyouthworks.org

  6  Old School Liquor & Market opened in 
October at 1901 W. William Cannon Drive, 
Ste. 165B, Austin. According to co-owner 
Debbie Mylius, the business offers liquor, 
wine and craft beer as well as grab-and-go 
food options, such as empanadas, soups 
and salads. Various market items, including 
locally made pickles, will also be sold.
www.facebook.com/oldschoolliquor

  7  Sage Blossom Massage opened a 
new location Oct. 1 at 6705 W. Hwy. 290, 
Austin. Sage Blossom Massage specializ-
es in massage therapy and offers private 
infrared sauna rooms, according to owner 
Juliann Gorman. The new location will also 
offer a salt therapy room with a halogener-
ator that fi lters salt particles into the air and 
a “sea salt wall art installation” for relax-
ation, Gorman said. 512-826-3550.
www.sageblossommassage.com

  8  Units Moving and Portable Storage, a 
storage and moving company, held a grand 
opening Sept. 12. Located at 3741 Drossett 
Drive, Austin, the company serves custom-
ers as far north as Georgetown, as far west 
as Lakeway and across Austin. Units are rent-
ed, with the company delivering the unit, 
the renter packing the unit and the company 
picking up and storing the unit until the 
renter needs it. 512-400-2424.
www.unitsstorage.com

COMING SOON

  9  Black Rock Coffee Bar is expecting to 
open its new Southwest Austin location at the 

NOW OPEN

  1  Bao’d Up opened its new location Sept. 
25 at 5207 Brodie Lane, Ste. 115, Sunset Valley. 
The Austin-based restaurant offers traditional 
Chinese steamed buns, Taiwanese burgers, 
rice and noodle bowls. www.baodup.com

  2   The Baylor Scott & White Clinic-Aus-
tin Oak Hill is scheduled to open Oct. 28 
at 5251 Hwy. 290, Austin, and is now ac-

cepting appointments for primary care and 
a range of medical specialty services. The 
clinic is located within the The Baylor Scott 
& White-Austin hospital campus, which is 
slated to open in its entirety in early Janu-
ary. 512-654-3000. www.bswhealth.com/
locations/austin-oak-hill-clinic

  3  Cannon Coffee opened in mid-October 
at 1901 W. William Cannon Drive, Ste. 165A, 
Austin. The locally owned shop offers home-

made pastries, cookies and breakfast breads in 
addition to coffee beverages. According to the 
owner, beer and wine will eventually be served 
as well. www.facebook.com/cannoncoffeetx

  4   Mexican restaurant El Naranjo opened 
its second Austin location Sept. 17 at 2717 
S. Lamar Blvd. in the Bell South Lamar 
development. Husband-and-wife ownership 
team Ernesto Torrealba and Ilana de la Vega 
opened the restaurant in Oaxaca, Mexico, in 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

Map not to scale N

Starting annual mammograms 
at age 40 saves lives.
One in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
and one in six occurs in women ages 40-49. 

Visit ThanksMamm.com
to schedule your appointment. 

You’ll be glad you did.  
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Dr. Blakely Richardson 
Board Certified Medical and 

Cosmetic Dermatologist 

HIGHLY RATED • MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED • $12 PER UNIT BOTOX FOR NEW PATIENTS 

\. 512-580-8345 (J wsc.to/ci
South Austin's Premiere Dermatology Clinic Providing 
Outstanding Medical and Cosmetic Dermatology Care 

Conveniently located behind the Westgate Shopping 
Center on South Lamar 

SEASONAL SPECIALS 
BUY 2 JUVEDERM VO LUMA FILLERS 

Get a Volbella Filler Free 
$450 VALUE 

BUY A VI PURIFY ACNE PEEL 

Get a VI Complete Care Acne Free 
$90 VALUE 

BUY ANY SKIN BETTER PRODUCT 

Get a Travel Size Free 
$65 VALUE 

BUY A SKINCEUTICALS SERUM AND HA INTENSIFIER 

Get a Triple Lipid Travel Size Free 
$65 VALUE EXPIRES 9/30/18 

South Austin’s Trusted CoolSculpting Clinic

to schedule a Complimentary 
Consultation

Save up to 25%
+

Take it Further $500 OFF

Unbeatable Fall Pricing

go to WSC.TO/TF
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corner of William Cannon Drive and South-
west Parkway this November, according to a 
news release by real estate fi rm JJL. Black Rock 
Coffee Bar is a Portland-based coffee shop, 
and the Southwest Austin location will be its 
fi rst in the Austin area. The company plans on 
opening future locations in Pfl ugerville and 
Round Rock as well. www.br.coffee

 10 Lantana Place—the mixed-use 
development by Stratus Properties that is 
located at 7415 Southwest Parkway, Aus-
tin—launched its offi cial website and social 
media pages Sept. 30. While a number 
of businesses—including Moviehouse & 
Eatery, Lantana Nails & Spa and Marigold 
Market—have opened over the past year, 
the development is still under construction. 
An offi cial grand opening and ribbon-cut-
ting event is scheduled for Jan. 9, according 
to a news release by press group She-She 
Media + Design, which represents the 
development. www.lantanaplace.com

 11 Zero Degrees, a California-based 
Asian-Hispanic fusion cafe, will open a new 
location at 4211 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. A4, 
Austin. An opening date has not yet been an-
nounced. www.zerodegreescompany.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 12 Canvas Dental celebrated one year of 
business in South Austin on Sept. 28. Located 
at 8517 FM 1826, Bldg. 1, Ste. 500, Austin, the 
modern dental offi ce offers general, cosmetic 
and emergency dental care for all ages.
512-646-4505. www.canvasdental.com

 13 Hill Country OB/GYN celebrated 20 
years of business Oct. 1. The South Austin 
women’s health offi ce offers a range of 
“medical and aesthetic” women’s health 
services, including minimally invasive 
procedures using the da Vinci surgical 
system, STD testing, pelvic pain manage-
ment, menopause care and birth control 
provisions, at 9805 Brodie Lane, Austin. 
512-462-1936. www.hillcountryobgyn.com

 14 Planet Hair, a salon located at 
5716 W. Hwy. 290, Ste. 108, Austin, 
celebrated its 20th anniversary Sept. 
15. The Oak Hill business is staffed by 
independent stylists offering a range 
of services, including perms, coloring, 
blowouts and eyelash extensions. Planet 
Hair also recently branched out to offer 

hypnotherapy to help with weight loss 
and smoking habits. 512-899-8440.
https://planet-hair-beauty-salon.business.site

EXPANSIONS

 15 Austin Oaks Hospital, located at 1407 
W. Stassney Lane, Austin, opened a new 
women’s inpatient program Sept. 16 ded-
icated to “providing specialized treatment 
for women who may be facing mental health 
issues,” according to a news release from the 
hospital. The new program treats depres-
sion, post-traumatic stress disorders and 
mental health issues that relate to fertility. 
512-593-7347. www.austinoakshospital.com

RELOCATIONS

 16 Anna’s Toy Depot will move Nov. 1 to 
4220 S. Lamar Blvd., Austin, in the Brodie 
Oaks Shopping Center from 2620 S. Lamar 
Blvd. Local owner Anna Barr started the busi-
ness as a delivery toy service in 1990 before 
establishing her brick-and-mortar location. 
512-447-8697. www.annastoydepot.com

 17 An Austin-based Farmer’s Insurance 
Agency, the Johnson Agency, previously 
located at 12111 Manchaca Road, Ste. B, 
Austin, opened at 115 Kohlers Crossing, Ste. 
235, Kyle, on Sept. 3. A full-service insurance 
agency, the group is relocating to better serve 
Hays County communities, according to own-
er Lety Johnson. 512-442-4707. http://agents.
farmers.com/tx/austin/maria-johnson

CLOSINGS

 18 Following a bankruptcy fi ling on Aug. 7, 
women’s clothing chain A’gaci closed all loca-
tions, including its location at 2901 S. Capital 
of Texas Hwy., Ste. N11-B, Austin, in the Bar-
ton Creek Square Mall. www.simon.com

 19 Yoga Yoga, a local studio, closed its two 
locations—including one in South Austin at 
4477 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 420—in August af-
ter 22 years in business. Flow Yoga, a Cedar 
Park studio, has taken over both locations 
and hired many of Yoga Yoga’s teachers. 
512-614-1151. www.fl owyogatx.com

COMPILED BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE AND 
NICHOLAS CICALE

News or questions about Southwest Austin? 
Email us at swanews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—COMING SOON

H-E-B plans to break ground on a new 90,000 square-foot store located at 7901 W. 
Hwy. 290, Austin—the corner of W. Hwy. 290 and FM 1826—in February. According to 
a news release by the company, once built, the new store will replace the current H-E-B 
near the Y at Oak Hill, located at 7010 Hwy. 71, Austin. The future store could open in 
late 2020 or early 2021. www.heb.com
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Life in Austin is filled with vibrant change and growth — and we love being part of it. 
Stay tuned for our newest physician clinic opening October 28, 2019, and our new 
full-service hospital opening January 2020. Learn more at BSWHealth.com/Austin.

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical 
services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2019 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWMCL_284_2019_Launch

5251 W. US Hwy 290 | Austin TX 78735
Southwest corner of MoPac and 290

Austin just keeps 
getting .
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HOMEHOME
at

HOME
with 

HOMEHOME
THE BEST!

Kayak on Onion CreekOnion Creek Trails Kayak on Onion Creek

CaliterraLiving.com

At Caliterra, in Dripping Springs, we make it easy

to feel at home.  From our neighborhood fire pit 

behind the Front Porch coffee lounge to the The Cove

pool complex and trails along Onion Creek to the

Adirondack chairs overlooking acres of natural

open space – everything here has been developed

(or left undeveloped) to make you feel at home

with family, friends and nature.

12

290

35

Homes from
$300s - $800s
Drees Custom Homes
512-270-5098
Brookfield Residential
512-270-5094
Scott Felder Homes
512-501-6704

Gated Custom Homes
from $900s+
512-501-6777 
Alkire Construction
Arbogast Custom Homes
Lake Travis Builders
Sommerfeld Construction
Sterling Custom Homes

From Natural Beauty to Amazing
Amenities to Our Friendly, Laid-Back
Lifestyle, Caliterra Residents are
At Home With The Best!
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

  1  Discovery Mood and Anxiety Pro-
gram has opened a new location at 11205 
Bonham Ranch Road, Dripping Springs. 
The facility offers services geared toward 
adult and adolescent mental health, 
treating trauma, depression, anxiety, 
bipolar disorder, self-harm tendencies, 
relative attachment disorder and more. 
An offi cial ribbon-cutting for the business 
took place Sept. 20. 844-388-1357.
www.discoverymood.com

  2  Ed Mena Allstate Insurance is now 
open in Dripping Springs at 28496 RR 12, 
Dripping Springs, at a shared location with 
T-Werx Co-Working Too. The offi ce opened 
in September, and an offi cial ribbon-cutting 
was held Oct. 2. Ed Mena has another All-
state offi ce in North Austin. 512-394-0074. 
www.allstate.com

  3   A ribbon-cutting was held Oct. 3 for 
the new Belterra Village business Salon 
Mystique, located at 166 Hargraves St., 
Austin. The salon offers haircuts, color-
ing, conditioning treatments, extensions, 

thermal straightening and a full-service 
blowout bar. 512-284-4744.
www.salon-mystique.com

  4  Swift Sessions held a grand open-
ing Sept. 12, sponsored by the Dripping 
Springs Chamber of Commerce. The 
athletic training center offers various agil-
ity, strength and fi tness training services 
as well as nutritional consultations. Swift 
Sessions’ owner is former NFL player Kevin 
Garrett, an alumnus of the St. Louis Rams 
and other teams. The center is located at 
18992 FM 150, Ste. 207, Driftwood.
512-839-9903. www.swiftsessions.com

  5  T-Werx Co-working Too opened in 
August at 28496 RR 12, Dripping Springs. 
T-Werx Co-working, which also has loca-
tions in Northwest Austin and Cedar Park, 
describes its spaces as “entrepreneur cen-
ters” with coffee, high-speed internet and 
a “collaborative environment with other 
professionals.” According to the compa-
ny’s website, T-Werx Co-working Too will 
be a “smaller concept” of the previous 
locations. 512-961-1151.
www.t-werx.com/dripping springs

COMING SOON

  6   A groundbreaking was held Sept. 
25 for a new location of Texas Region-
al Bank at 700 W. Hwy. 290, Dripping 
Springs. This location will be Dripping 
Springs’ second, joining the bank’s exist-
ing offi ces at 333 E. Hwy. 290, Ste. 305.
www.texasregionalbank.com

Businesses that have recently opened or are coming soon.

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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News or questions about Southwest Austin? 
Email us at swanews@communityimpact.com.
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Walk-in  
flu shots for 
adults and 
pediatrics.

512-901-1111
www.adclinic.com

CIRCLE C
5701 Slaughter Ln.  |  Bldg. C

(Clinic is located in the far southwest  
corner of the development)
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“THE SURREAL SEA”
ION ART

NOV.
9

Local design space Ion Art hosts “The Surreal Sea,” 
an “interactive neon, light and music experience.” In 
addition to neon elements of the exhibition, a tarot 
reader, fi re dancers and live tiki music will also feature. 
5 p.m.-midnight. $20-$30. Ion Art, 407 Radam Lane, 
Ste. A-100, Austin. 512-326-9333. www.ionart.com

TO-DO LIST

NOVEMBER

02 HAVE FUN WITH FAUNA
The Natural Gardener hosts a 

customer appreciation fair with product 

giveaways and classes. Activities include 

carnival games, a self-guided scavenger 

hunt and pet adoptions by SAFE Refuge 

of Central Texas.10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. The 

Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 

Road, Austin. 512-288-6113.

www.tngaustin.com/2019-fair

03 FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER
Attendees donate to Dripping 

Springs Helping Hands, a nonprofi t that 

targets food insecurity, and get to choose a 

handmade bowl from one of 17 local potters 

and fi ll it with gourmet soup from a partic-

ipating restaurant. The event includes live 

music and beer from Bell Springs Brewing 

Co. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. $25. Dripping Springs 

Ranch Park, 1042 Event Center Drive, Drip-

ping Springs. 512-858-6110.

www.helpinghands-drippingsprings.org

09 THROUGH 10
NETWORK WITH WRITERS

The Writer’s League of Texas, an organiza-

tion that hosts craft workshops at commu-

nity libraries across the state, will comes to 

the city with Texas Writes ATX, a weekend 

of writing panels and workshops. Ten Texas 

writers will present on a variety of writing 

topics across genres. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sat.), 

noon-6 p.m. (Sun.). $139 (WLT members), 

$199 (nonmembers). Austin Community 

College Riverside, 1020 Grove Blvd., Bldg. 

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER

AUSTIN SENIOR GAMES
LOCATIONS VARY

NOV.
1-3 & 8-10

At the Austin Senior Games, hosted by the Austin Parks 
and Recreation Department and Aging Is Cool, athletes 
over 50 years of age gather to compete in events including 
basketball, billiards, cycling, darts, pickleball, tennis, track 
events and cornhole. Times and locations vary. Entry fees 
begin at $30. 512-974-6972. www.austinseniorgames.org
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BABY GOAT YOGA
GARRISON PARK

NOV.
23

The kids of Berkeley Farm—baby goats, that is—join in 
on a yoga session. The class ends with free smoothies 
and cuddle time with the goats. The event is limited to 
20 participants. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $31. Garrison Park, 
6001 Manchaca Road, Austin. 512-922-3359.
www.facebook.com/berkeleyfarmatx



Covered 
Bridge Dr.

71

Hwy 290

Regional Coastal Cuisine & Austin’s Finest Desserts  

Happy Hour
Cocktails, Beer and 
Wine By The Glass $2 off

OYSTERS ON 
THE HALF SHELL$1 off

APPETIZERS$4 OFF

8665 W. SH 71 STE 100 AUSTIN, TX 78735

LIVE MUSIC ON SELECT DAYS

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 
OFFICE PARTIES NOW

SHOREATX.COM 512.618.6400

Lunch
Mon - Sat, 11 am - 5 pm

Dinner
Sun - Sat, 5 pm - close

Sunday Brunch
10 am - 3 pm

Mon – Sat
3pm – 6pm

NOW SERVING:
CRAWFISH ETOUFFEE 
& SHRIMP CREOLE IN 

ADDITION TO OUR FABULOUS 
GREEN ONION SAUSAGE, 
CRAB & SHRIMP GUMBO

SPOOKY SEASON
With fall comes the spookiest of all 
holidays. Here is a snapshot of South 
Austin’s most ghoulish Halloween events.

Oct. 28: ‘A Nightmare on Elm 
Street’ movie party
Alamo Drafthouse Slaughter Lane 
presents a showing of horror classic 
“A Nightmare on Elm Street.” To spice 
up the viewing, staff will distribute 
Freddy Krueger glove props to all 
moviegoers. Begins 7:35 p.m. $13. 
Alamo Drafthouse, 5701 W. Slaughter 
Lane, Austin. 512-861-7060.
www.drafthouse.com

Oct. 31: Cosmic Halloween Bazaar
This Halloween, Cosmic Coffee + Beer 
Garden celebrates with a vintage sale 
by Bat City Artisans and live painting 
by Somewhere Society. The event will 
also feature Halloween-themed music 
by DJ Kershen and a costume contest. 
7 p.m.-midnight. Free. Cosmic Coffee 
+ Beer Garden, 121 Pickle Road, 
Austin. 512-481-0694.
www.cosmiccoffeebeer.com

G, Room 8100, Austin. 512-499-8914. 

www.writersleague.org

09 HIT A PAELLA COOK-OFF
The fi res heat up at the 17th 

annual Paella Lovers United Cook-off in 

Driftwood. According to event communica-

tions, over 1000 paella lovers are expected 

for this open wood-fi re cook-off benefi tting 

the Baylor Scott & White Central Texas 

Foundation. While teams compete, attend-

ees can also enjoy Spanish tapas, paella and 

beverages for sale, live music and perfor-

mances from Flamenco dancers. Noon-

6 p.m. $23-$78. Camp Ben McCulloch, 

18301 FM 1826, Driftwood. 512-710-6997.

www.paellaloversunited.com

11 GOLF FOR A GOOD CAUSE
The Samaritan Center and the 

Southern Texas PGA partner to host the 

20th annual Samaritan Cup golf tourna-

ment. In addition to the golfi ng events, 

a post-tournament barbecue dinner will 

be served. Proceeds from the Veterans 

Day event will help further the Samaritan 

Center’s mission of supporting “vet-

erans’ mental health and well-being” 

through the center’s Hope for Heroes 

program, PGA REACH Southern Texas 

and PGA HOPE. 10:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

Entry fees begin at $250. Omni Barton 

Creek Resort & Spa, 8212 Barton Club 

Drive, Austin. 512-451-7337.

www.samaritangolf.dojiggy.com

16 CELEBRATE WITH A SISTER CITY
St. Edward’s University hosts the 

Angers French Market Day Festival, a cele-

bration in partnership with Austin’s sister city 

of Angers, France. The family-friendly festival 

will feature artists, musicians and danc-

ers as well as food from local farmers and 

restaurants. Kids can enjoy French cartoons, 

French story time and a sing-along, and older 

attendees can take French language lessons. 

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. St. Edward’s University, 

3001 S. Congress Ave., Austin.

www.austinsistercities.com/angers-france

16 THROUGH 17
SEE FARM ANIMALS STRUT

Future Farmers of America from Dripping 

Springs and around the state show lambs, 

goats, cattle and swine in competition. 

Proceeds go to Dripping Springs Ag 

Boosters. 9 a.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m. (Sun.). En-

try starts at $15. Dripping Springs Ranch 

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition. 
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER COMPILED BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE

Park, 1042 Event Center Drive, Dripping 

Springs. 512-858-4725.

www.dsagboosters.org/fall-classic

19 BRING YOUR TOT TO YOGA
The Wildfl ower Center invites 

parents to bring their toddlers between 

18 months and 3 years to a short par-

ent-child yoga class in which families can 

practice breathing exercises and poses 

together. This event is part of an ongoing 

series taught by yoga instructor Cynthia 

Bernard. 10-10:30 a.m. $15 (per parent/

child pair). Lady Bird Johnson Wildfl ower 

Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave., Austin.

512-232-0100. www.wildfl ower.org

22 HIT THE DANCE FLOOR
Go Dance Studio’s South Austin 

location hosts a weekly Friday social for 

dancers of all levels and stripes. Couples 

and singles are invited to enjoy music and 

refreshments, including a happy hour with 

free beer and wine 30 minutes prior to 

the event. Music will include swing, salsa, 

West Coast swing, country and ballroom 

tunes. 7:45-10 p.m. $7. Go Dance South, 

4477 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 530, Austin.

512-646-2698. www.godancestudio.com
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Introducing Austin Dental Specialty Group to South Austin 
Family Dental Practice conveniently located at Davis Ln and S. Mopac

Our office accepts most insurances.
Don’t have dental insurance?

Ask us about our In Office plan.

Call us about our 
affordable payment options

through Care Credit.
Subject to credit approval.

Dr. Sarah Behmanesh, DDS
Dr. Sarah Behmanesh received her Honors Bachelor of Science at the University of Toronto. After 
completing her Doctor of Dental Surgery at NYU, she was then accepted at UCLA for a residency in 
advanced dentistry. 
Dr. Behmanesh has been involved in numerous outreach programs and keeps up with her studies by 
attending continuing education courses including a continuum in implantology at Colombia University. 
Dr. Behmanesh’s greatest joy is eliminating her patients’ fear of visiting the dentist!

(512) 717.0989 | www.ATXFamilyDentistry.com | 5000 Davis Lane, Suite 101, Austin, TX 78749

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?
For only $300/ Year you will receive

• ALL EXAMS

• ALL X-RAYS

• 2 CLEANINGS PER YEAR 

• 20% OFF ADDITIONAL CLEANINGS PER YEAR

• 20% OFF SEALANTS, FILLINGS, CORE 
   BUILDUPS, EXTRACTIONS

• 20% OFF CROWNS, VENEERS, PERIODONTAL 
   TREATMENT

• 20% OFF ROOT CANALS, DENTURES AND 
   PARTIALS

$99 
NEW PATIENT 

SPECIAL
(Regularly $408)

Includes 1 Exam, 
X-rays, and 1 Regular 

Cleaning
Exclusions apply if perio is present, 

please call our offi ce for details.

$749 
CROWN
SPECIAL

(Regularly $1310)

Offer only valid for 
patients who do NOT 

have dental insurance.
New patients will need an exam and 
X-ray of tooth/teeth in question for 

ADSG Plan is NOT INSURANCE, but rather an in-house savings membership.  Members 
receive transparent, member-only discounts from the normal Fees our offi ce charges 
patients without insurance. Since there’s no claims process or reimbursements, 
members must make payment at the time of service. The plan is not a qualifi ed health 
plan under the Affordable Health Act. The plan does not meet the minimum creditable 
coverage requirements under MGLC.111M and 956 CMR 5.00.

FOR A LIMITED TIME 
$199/ YEAR 

YOU WILL RECEIVE

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12



Dinner &  Late Night
3121 South Lamar
lavacastreet.com

20% OFF
YOUR MEAL* 
*Only at turf & Surf south lamar. Must Present coupon. One Coupon 

Per party. alcohol not included. ©2017 LAVACA SOUTH LAMAR LP

KICK OFF 
WITH US FOR...
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  1   Slaughter Lane and S. First Street improvements 

The city of Austin has completed construction at the 
intersection of Slaughter Lane and South First Street, an 
element of the Intersection Safety/Vision Zero project. 
The Intersection Safety/Vision Zero project is a $15 million 
effort to improve safety and reduce traffi c fatalities at 
locations on the Top Crash Location Intersection Priorities 
Improvement List, as identifi ed by the city. 

Recent improvements at the Slaughter Lane/South First 
intersection include new shared-use paths, high-visibility 
crosswalks and upgraded curb ramps.

Timeline: Dec. 2018-Sept. 2019

Cost: $2 million

Funding source: 2016 mobility bond

  2   I-35 improvements at Oltorf Street

Work continued on the effort to improve mobility at the 
Oltorf Street intersection of I-35. During September and 
October, crews continued paving northbound and south-
bound lanes and completed construction on shared-use 
paths. Work to widen I-35 main lanes also continued. 

The Texas Department of Transportation said the project is 
on track for a fall completion.

The project’s parameters stretch from Woodland Avenue 
to Oltorf Street. 

Timeline: February 2017-fall 2019

Cost: $42.6 million

Funding source: TxDOT’s congestion-relief initiative Texas 
Clear Lanes

  3   Red River Street realignment

In order to accommodate the construction of a new special 
events stadium at The University of Texas, the university 
will sponsor the realignment of Red River Street between 
18th and 32nd streets in Central Austin. The realignment 
will follow the path of the existing Robert Dedman Drive, 
and will clear Red River “from approximately its inter-
section with MLK Jr. Blvd. and its intersection with Clyde 
Littlefi eld Drive,” according to the UT website. The project 
was greenlit by Austin City Council on Sept. 19.

Timeline: expected completion February 2022

Cost: $18.5 million

Funding source: UT

All information on this page was updated as of 10/03/19. News or 
questions about these or other local transportation projects? 
Email us at swanews@communityimpact.com.

LOCAL PROJECTS REGIONAL PROJECT
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 City of Austin introduces geofencing for electric 
scooters in specifi c areas, including city parkland

The City of Austin introduced geofencing features for 
electric scooters beginning Sept. 6, a technology that 
regulates the speed of the micro-mobility devices of 
companies like Lime, Uber and Bird in specifi c geographic 
areas. The speed-override technology is especially geared 
toward regulating illegal scooter use on city parkland. 

Geofencing has been in use at the University of Texas at 
Austin since March, when scooters on certain areas of the 
campus were limited to speeds of 8 miles per hour. 

Capital Metro’s 2019-20 budget includes millions 
for electric buses and bus stop upgrades

Capital Metro approved a $403.69 million agency 
budget for fi scal year 2019-20 on Sept. 23. Included 
in the new budget was a $2.9 million investment 
in enhancements to city bus stops, which will go 
towards improvements like shading, cameras and 
lighting. Additionally, Capital Metro will purchase 
10 electric buses this year at a price of $11.7 million, 
with $4.9 million of that fi gure covered by state and 
federal grants.

Over the next fi ve years, Capital Metro has plans to 
purchase 80 electric buses in total.

Red River Street will be realigned to accommodate a new 
special events stadium for the University of Texas.

To read more, go to
communityimpact.com/
austin/red-river.



Will your superstar 
be 3, 4 or 5 years 

old in 2020? 
Learn about early childhood 
programs in Austin ISD, and  

help your child soar!

Visit austinisd.org/ 
early-childhood/prek-interest
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NEWS REPORT

Austin to operate on record $4.2 billion municipal budget

The city of Austin will operate 
on its largest budget to date a� er 
near-unanimous approval from 
Austin City Council on Sept. 10.

Austin City Council passed 
the $4.2 billion budget for � scal 
year 2019-20 with a 10-1 vote, 
with District 6 Council Member 
Jimmy Flannigan casting the lone 
objection. The approved bud-
get boasts a $1.1 billion general 
fund—the portion funded mostly 
through property tax revenue—
and provides a record $62.7 
million allocation for homeless-
ness initiatives, according to city 
o�  cials. It also covers the cost of 
30 new police o�  cers and sends 
an additional $14.4 million to the 
city’s housing trust fund, which 
supports a� ordable housing con-
struction and acquisition.

The tax rate has been proposed 
at $0.4431 per $100 of assessed 
property valuation, up from last 
year’s $0.4403. For the owner of 
a $353,265 home—the citywide 
median value—this translates to 
a $1,565.32 annual city property 
tax bill, or $130.44 per month, up 
from $1,463 last year.

For those who qualify for the 
city’s 10% homestead exemp-
tion, the annual tax bill slips to 
$1,408.79, or $117.40 per month, 
an increase over last year’s 
annual bill of $1,316.70. The 
new tax bills represent monthly 
increases of $8.50 for non-home-
steads and $7.67 per month for 
homestead properties.

Last year, city property taxes 
on the typical median home-
owner with a 10% homestead 
exemption jumped by $67. The 
$92.09 increase created by this 
year’s budget re� ects City Coun-
cil’s move to increase property 
tax revenue to the legal maxi-
mum of 8%, as this budget is the 
last before new, state-mandated 
3.5% property tax revenue caps 
take hold in � scal year 2020-21.

With the impending 3.5% reve-
nue caps, city sta�  has projected 
future budget de� cits starting 
at $7.1 million in FY 2021-22 and 
reaching $26.5 million by FY 
2023-24. Following his objection 
to this year’s budget, Flannigan 
said he was concerned that City 
Council was failing to look out 
for the city’s long-term � scal 
health, and he was worried about 
sta� ’s de� cit projections.

Flannigan unsuccessfully tried 
to transfer an additional $2.5 
million from other areas of the 
budget into the city’s savings 
account; however, the city main-
tained its � scal policy of keeping 
equal to 12% of its general fund 
in its savings account, or roughly 
$132 million.

City Council adopted the bud-
get and voted to ratify the prop-
erty tax rate of $0.4431 per $100 
valuation, but council cannot 
o�  cially adopt the tax rate until 
Sept. 25. Ed Van Eenoo, Austin’s 
deputy chief � nancial o�  cer,  
said the volume of protests 
received by the Travis Central 

Appraisal District kept it from 
validating the tax rolls in time, 
rendering the city unable to set 
an exact tax rate and hold public 
hearings before budget passage. 
The city held a public hearing 
Sept. 13 and was scheduled to 
hold another Sept. 19, a� er this 
edition’s press time, at which the 
tax rate was set to be � nalized. 
With the budget having already 
passed based on the $0.4431 
property tax rate, Van Eenoo said 
the meetings would be “kind of 
pointless”; however, they are still 
required by law.

Although the public safety 
budget received increased 
funding, the portion of the � scal 
year 2019-20 general fund budget 
dedicated to public safety will 
be 67%—$728 million—which is 
down from last year’s allocation 
of 68% of the $1 billion general 
fund. Lowering public safety’s 
slice of the taxpayer pie has been 
a stated policy goal for City Coun-
cil over the last few years.

Other budget highlights 
include additional money 
toward mental health response 
during emergency calls and 
retro� tting a Del Valle area prop-
erty as a temporary � re station 
until the permanent station is 
completed in June. The FY 2019-
20 budget will also include an 
additional $1 million to fund the 
testing of sexual assault kits, 
$2.5 million for a wild� re-pre-
vention program and $10.8 mil-
lion for sidewalk improvements.

2019-20

Austin City Council approved its annual budget for the 
2019-20 fi scal year Sept. 10. 

BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY

The median homestead homeowner will pay an additional $92 in city property taxes AT  A  G L A N C E
BUDGET

$4.2 BILLION 
TOTAL BUDGET

INCREASE
from last year

4.27%

$0.4431
PER $100 VALUATION

TAX RATE

from last year
INCREASE
0.64%

$353,265
MEDIAN HOME VALUE

from last year
INCREASE
6.29%

$1,408.79

(with 10% homestead exemption)

MEDIAN CITY OF AUSTIN 
PROPERTY TAX BILL 

from last year

$92.09
INCREASE

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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CITY BUDGET

Dripping Springs sets record $7.365 million budget
Dripping Springs City Council voted Sept. 
17 to approve a balanced budget totaling 
$7.365 million. 

The city’s operating budget—typicality 
called a general fund—shows about $6.74 
million of budgeted expenses for the 
2019-20 fi scal year. 

Compared to the $6,912,339 of revenue 
outlined in the city operating budget, 
projected expenses were valued at 
$6,740,890, with the most signifi cant 

expenses related to personnel costs. 

Council also approved a property tax rate 
of $0.19 per $100 of valuation, holding 
steady with the 2018-19 rate. The tax will 
net more funds this year due to increased 
area real estate values.

Along with the budget, the council 
passed an additional homestead 
exemption of 1% from the valuation of 
a home, with a minimum exemption of 
$10,000.

Salaries and related 
expenses: $2,289,887

Miscellaneous: 
$1,259,912

Special projects: 
$488,235

Professional services: 
$1,268,500

Transportation: 
$696,620

Offi ce and administrative: 
$198,110

Reserves: $175,000 Utilities: $30,650
Streets: $175,515

Insurance: $49,656Maintenance and repair: $89,407

Public safety: $19,398

Salaries and benefi ts: 
$2,377,617

Transfer to 
reserve: $358,365

Transfer to utility 
fund: $667,268

Miscellaneous: $150,597

Contractual services: 
$954,900

New projects: $235,000

Operational 
expenses: 
$403,253

Community programs: $61,100

Highlights from approved Sunset Valley and Dripping Springs fi scal year 2019-20 budgets COMPILED BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE AND NICHOLAS CICALE

Sunset Valley bolsters reserves with new budget 
Sunset Valley City Council approved its 
fi scal year 2019-20 budget Sept. 17, which 
includes a balanced general fund budget of 
$5,208,100.

The general fund—which outlines city 
operations, salaries and other projects— 
makes up about 55% of the city’s total 
budget of $8,473,555. The remaining 
$3,265,455 includes the city’s utility fund, 
street fund, drainage fund, hotel fund, green 
fund and crime-control district fund.

Sunset Valley once again did not 
set a property tax rate this year. The 
majority of the city’s general fund 
revenue—$4,819,200—come from sales 
and use tax. 

Council Member Rudi Rosengarten said a 
priority for the city has been replenishing 
its reserve fund after Sunset Valley used its 
reserves to fund the construction of new city 
facilities in 2017. According to the city, its 
reserves could be at $4,974,910 by the end 
of FY 2019-20.

General fund revenue City operating budget revenue

General fund expenditures City operating budget expenditures

Key general fund expenses City operating budget expenses

Sales and use Tax: 
$4,854,200

Interest: $110,000

Franchise fees: 
$120,000

Court fi nes and fees: $42,300

Fire district collections: $34,500 Permits: $30,000

Miscellaneous (donations, 
property and event revenue): 
$17,100

TOTAL: 
$5,208,100

TOTAL: 
$5,208,100

$5,700$5,700
Election-related costs

Sales tax: 
$2,942,662

Capital improvements: $307,500

Property tax: 
$1,288,527

Other miscellaneous: $54,250

Development fees: 
$1,802,535

Permits and inspections: $129,378

FEMA dam 
repair funds: 
$352,487

Bank interest: $35,000

TOTAL: 
$6,912,339

TOTAL: 
$6,912,339

TOTAL: 
$5,208,100

TOTAL: 
$5,208,100

$1,515,898$1,515,898
City staff salaries

$307,155$307,155
Dam repairs

$55,000$55,000
Reese Drive improvements

$30,000$30,000
Uplands Tract development or 
use planning

$30,000$30,000
Future land-use plan

$115,000$115,000
City portion of the tax increment 
reinvestment zone

$30,000$30,000
Homestead Park and Upper Cougar 
Creek improvement planning

$1,234,812$1,234,812
Sunset Valley Police Department 
salaries and operations

$80,000$80,000
Upper Cougar Creek Trail 
connection project

$525,000$525,000
Fire and emergency services contract

$7,000$7,000
Family violence center funding

TOTAL: 
$6,740,890

TOTAL: 
$6,740,890

SOURCE: CITY OF SUNSET VALLEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER SOURCE: CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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able to implement some new practices. 
“We’re con� dent that the recommen-

dations that we’re moving forward on 
are going to signi� cantly reduce the risk 
should an event like that repeat and 
us having to issue a boil water notice,” 
Meszaros said. 

At the heart of preventive recommen-
dations are infrastructure improvements 
that include installing systems that 
can add polymers to water at treatment 
plants, he said.

With a price tag of about $10 million, 
Meszaros said new polymer systems are 
currently being studied and designed 
for all three of Austin Water’s treatment 
plants. He said he hopes the � rst system 
will be installed at Ullrich Water Treat-
ment Plant—the utility’s largest plant—in 
the � rst half of 2020.

Austin Water this year has already 
installed new zeta-potential meters at 
treatment plants. The meters will allow 
Austin Water to better understand what 
chemicals could be used to help improve 
water quality during future events.

Many of the other recommendations 
streamline basic Austin Water operations 
and cover aspects of emergency response. 
These include suggestions on how the 
city’s emergency management division 
can better provide resources to the public 
and how emergency responders can bet-
ter communicate with populations who 
do not speak English. 

With the � ooding last year, followed 
by an extremely hot and dry summer in 
2019, Meszaros said water issues continue 
to be “top-of-mind” in the community.  

“This was a historic event, and a 
lesson of how climate change risks are 
impacting our community,” he said. 
“Changing climate is bringing water 
issues across the nation with increased 
risk of extreme weather. We have to be 
ready for that future.”

PUBLIC UTILITY

Austin Water director reviews changes 
implemented since 2018 boil-water notice

One year ago, the city of Austin was 
placed under a weeklong boil water 
notice due to water-quality issues in the 
Colorado River caused by � ooding locally 
and upstream. 

Floodwaters from storms upstream 
reached Lake Travis on Oct. 9, 2018. 
Additional weeks of local rain and 
� ooding led to a boil-water notice being 
issued Oct. 22-28 by Austin Water—the 
city of Austin’s water utility—due to 
the strain high levels of sediment in 
the water source was putting on water 
treatment plants.  

According to Austin Water Director 
Greg Meszaros, what made last fall’s 
event unique was a combination of the 
turbidity—or measure of cloudiness in 
the water caused by sediment and other 
compounds—in the Colorado River and 
the length of time it stayed there. 

“During most high-turbidity events, 
[turbidity] spikes and you go through that 
a couple of days, then business starts to 
settle down, and customers don’t really 
know anything happened,” Meszaros 
told Community Impact Newspaper in 
October 2019. “Last year it spiked so 
much higher and stayed high for so much 
longer a period that we just couldn’t get 
through it without the need to take pub-
lic steps and to ask [the public] for help.”

A� er evaluating the event and its 
a� ermath for 11 months, Austin Water 
released a memo Oct. 2 with a report and 
corrective action plan developed by a 
third-party agency that reviewed the 2018 
crisis and o� ered more than 160 actions 
the city and Austin Water could take to 
better operate in the future. 

Austin Water also released its own 
review of the 2018 event Oct. 2.

Throughout 2019, Meszaros said his 
sta�  have already institutionalized some 
of the knowledge learned and have been 

BY NICHOLAS CICALE
Reports released Oct. 2 showed over 160 ways the city 
of Austin and Austin Water can improve operations. 
Two recommendations to help improve operations 
during future high-turbidity events include adding new 
infrastructure systems at Austin Water’s three treatment plants.

Austin Water has installed new zeta-potential meters at treatment plants.

Austin Water will install its fi rst polymer-based treatment systems at Ullrich Water 
Treatment Plant in the fi rst half of 2020, with the utility’s two other plants to follow. 

A polymer is added to separate 
sediment from the water.

High turbidity water is 
collected at a water plant.

Cleaner water is easier 
for a plant to treat.

Function:  Systems release polymers at 
treatment plants to separate sediment 
from water.

Benefi t:  Removing sediment before 
treating water improves a plant’s 
treatment capacity.

Function:  Meters measure the electrical 
charges of water and sediment particles, 
which relates to how particles stick together.

Benefi t: Readings help determine which 
chemicals can be added to water to improve 
water quality and separate sediment.

ZETA-POTENTIAL METER

POLYMER FEED SYSTEMS

INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS

SOURCE: AUSTIN WATER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A YEAR IN REVIEW Water has been top of mind over the past year in the Austin area, beginning with fl ooding and the boil-water 
notice issued in October 2018. Here are some of the water-related activities in Austin over the past year.

Particles in high-turbidity 
water repel one another 
because of their charge.

Meters determine sediment 
particles are negatively 

charged.

Sediments clump and 
separate from water when 

positively charged particles 
are added.

OCT.

Austin water submits 
reports and updates on 
2018 boil-water event to 
Austin City Council

2

Parts of Travis County 
enter a Stage 3 “extreme 
drought”

1 

SEPT.

Parts of Travis 
County enter a Stage 
2 “severe drought,” 
with water restrictions 
imposed

1 

AUG.

Blue green algae 
discovered in some 
Austin waterways

2 

FEB. 2019

Foul-smelling tap 
water reported in areas 
of South Austin due to 
zebra mussels at water 
treatment plants

7 

MAR.

Water forward 
plan will not be 
implemented by 2022

12

NOV.

Austin City 
Council passes 
resolution to speed 
up Water Forward 
Plan and Water 2020 
Strategic Plan

15

OCT. 2018

Floodwaters from heavy rain 
upstream reach Lake Travis

9

Floodgate operations begin; 
fl ooding occurs locally

16

City issues seven-day boil-
water notice due to high turbidity 
of water in the Colorado River

22-28
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Seven-Time Texas Builder of the Year!* | Open Mon.–Sat. 10 am–6 pm, Sun. Noon–6 pm. Brokers 
welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images 
only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where 
prohibited by law. Offers, incentives, and seller contributions are subject to certain terms, conditions, 
and restrictions and vary by community. All prices are subject to change at any time. Toll Brothers 
reserves the right to change or withdraw any offer at any time. Prices shown may refer to the base 
house and do not include any home site premium, or any optional features. Please consult Toll 
Brothers’ sales personnel for specific price information for each community. *Volume Builder of the 
Year 2018, 2016, 2013, 2012, 2011, 2008 & 2007 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders

Whether you’re searching for an excellent school district, 

picturesque location, countless completed luxury amenities, or 

perhaps all three, Toll Brothers has you covered. With everything 

you could imagine within reach, the only thing that’s missing is you. 

Toll Brothers at Belterra offers home sites 
that sit at the highest point of the community 

providing panoramic Hill Country views.

BelterraPinnacle.com/SWA

Open-concept home designs

On-trend finishes and architectural details

Convenient location off Highway 290

On-site award-winning Dripping Springs ISD 

Quick Delivery Homes available

EXECUTIVE COLLECTION
2,200–3,600+ sq. ft. home designs

From the mid-$400,000s  |  (737) 215-7100

ESTATE COLLECTION
3,000–5,000+ sq. ft. home designs

From the low $500,000s  |  (737) 210-6000
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Call us now to learn how our experienced, specially-trained professionals will develop a customized care plan for you.

SPECIALIZED LTACH  PROGRAMS:
PAM SPECIALTY HOSPITAL OF NEW BRAUNFELS • PAM SPECIALTY HOSPITAL OF LULING

WARM SPRINGS REHABILITATION HOSPITAL OF KYLE

Commonly treated conditions include:
•  Complex Pulmonary Disorders
•  Complex Decubitus/Pressure Ulcers
• Multiple System Failure
• Severe Strokes
• Infectious Diseases
• General Acute Illnesses
•  Chronic Disease Management

Programs and services, tailored to the complex needs of our patients include:
• Ventilator Weaning
•  24-hour Respiratory Therapy
•  Cardiac Monitoring and Telemetry
• Complex Wound Care
• IV Antibiotics and Infusions

SPECIALIZED REHABILITATION PROGRAMS:

• Amputee 
• Aquatic
• Brain Injury
• Stroke 
• Trauma

• Orthopedic Conditions
• Neurological Conditions
• Spinal Cord Injuries
• Pulmonary Disease
• Hip Fracture

•  Outpatient Therapy  
Services

Certificate of Distinction  
for Stroke Rehabilitation

Certificate of Distinction 
for Respiratory Failure 

Management

200 Memorial Drive
Luling, TX  78648

Main 830.875.8400

1445 Hanz Drive
New Braunfels, TX  78130
Main 830.627.7600

For more information on any of our locations, visit www.postacutemedical.com

5980 Kyle Parkway 
Kyle, Texas 78640

Main 512.262.0821

THE MOST TRUSTED SOURCE FOR POST ACUTE CARE IN EVERY COMMUNITY WE SERVE
Specialized LTACH Programs • Specialized Rehabilitation Programs

About $24,000 was donated to the city of Austin to cover the cost of replacing and 
updating Manchaca Road street signs in the city.

� led by Leave Manchaca Alone, a 
local group that represents property 
and business owners along the road 
who oppose the change. The case was 
dismissed on Sept. 26 by Travis County 
District Judge Dustin Howell.

Austin Transportation Department 
spokesperson Marissa Monroy told 
Community Impact Newspaper the 
name change will likely take place by 
the end of October.

New street signs along the road 
with the updated “Menchaca” 

spelling could also be installed in 
October, she said. There are 160 street 
signs within city limits that include 
the road’s name, which will cost 
about $24,000 to replace. The cost 
of the new signs will be funded by 
Justice for Menchaca, the local group 
that originally requested the name 
change, Monroy said.

Signage along highways will be 
replaced by the Texas Department of 
Transportation at a future date as part 
of its routine maintenance schedule.

NAMING HISTORY

Austin voted in 2018 to change the 
road’s name—which had been spelled 
as “Manchaca” for over a century—to 
Menchaca Road in honor of Jose Anto-
nio Menchaca, a military captain in the 
Texan Revolution and a San Antonio 
Mayor Pro Tem in the 1830s. However, 
according to nonpro� t Manchaca 
Onion Creek Historical Association, 
o�  cial documentation from the 1800s 
has “not been discovered that would 
support” that Menchaca is the area’s 
namesake. 

Members of Leave Manchaca Alone 
have said businesses and residents 
located along the road will have to 
spend money and time to update infor-
mation, signage and certi� cations once 
the name change goes into e� ect. 

“We are disappointed by [the 
dismissal], as we know thousands of 
people who live and work on the road 
are,” Leave Manchaca Alone said in a 
statement. “We held o�  City Council’s 
irresponsible street name change for a 
year by successfully arguing that they 
did not properly notify property own-
ers of the public hearing. A [judgment] 
in our favor would have forced the city 
to hold a proper public hearing on the 
matter—a fair shot for citizens at debat-
ing the initiative.”

Manchaca Road renaming process expected by the end of October
According to the city of Austin, 

Manchaca Road—the road that physi-
cally connects the city of Austin to the 
town of Manchaca and the Manchaca 
Springs in south Travis County—will 
likely be renamed Menchaca Road by 
the end of October.

Austin City Council approved the 
name change in October 2018 to honor 
of Antonio Menchaca, thought to be 
the road’s original namesake. However, 
the process was halted by a lawsuit 

BY NICHOLAS CICALE

NICHOLAS CICALE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Road signs with the Manchaca name could be replaced 
within Austin’s city limits by the end of October.
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taxes for use of city-owned land. 
Instead, starting in year six of the lease 
agreement the investment � rm would 
pay the city a base rent of $550,000 per 
year and $125,000 per year to put into a 
capital repairs fund.

Two Oak Ventures will have to develop 
at least 130 a� ordable housing units on 
the site or at an “other mutually agreed 
location” within four years of the stadium 
completion. Residents have expressed 
concern about the lack of clarity in where 
“other locations” could be. 

Foundation Communities Executive 
Director Walter Moreau told Community 
Impact Newspaper via email the goal is 
to pursue building on the site as other 
locations might not make sense.

A tra�  c study has also yet to be 
completed. The city of Austin requires a 
development of this size to complete a 
tra�  c impact analysis prior to a zoning 
change request or when submitting a site 
plan application. Under the lease deal 
with the city, however, Austin FC will not 
have to complete its tra�  c plan until the 
stadium is substantially complete.

Gracywoods resident Craig Nazor 
said additional concerns about the site 
include the � ooding impact to nearby 
neighborhoods because the site slopes 
east toward Little Walnut Creek and 
holds water underground.

“None of the mitigation they put in is 
going to be enough for [a heavy thunder-
storm],” he said. 

The safety of the stadium site and 
workers building the project is also being 
questioned by residents.

This fall, lawyer Bill Aleshire 
emailed elected o�  cials with concerns 
the McKalla site may still contain con-
taminated soil.

The site previously was home to Reich-
hold Chemicals, which closed in 1985 
a� er an explosion occurred.

Although the site has been 
remediated to remove hazardous 
materials and certi� ed as safe by the 
Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality, Aleshire said documents 
he obtained from the city indicate 
workers may need to take precau-
tions during excavation because 
hazardous materials may still be 
present in the soil.

In an email from Greg Kiloh, the city’s 
redevelopment project manager for the 
site, he said most of the site would not 
present any problems for safety. 

When asked about the possibility of 
contaminated soil, Two Oak Ventures 
President Dave Greeley said the team 
has no concerns and even conducted 
its own inspections. 

“This site is 100% safe,” he said.

Residents raise questions on 
site safety, lack of traffic plan

Austin FC stadium 
construction begins

North Austin resident Camille Crou-
zet was at � rst excited about Major 
League Soccer launching a team in the 
city. But a� er learning that Austin FC 
has not yet released its plans for tra�  c 
and event management, he said he 
has major concerns about safety at the 
future stadium.

“It’s my main concern for going to a 
stadium like this,” Crouzet said. “My 
other concern is since they don’t have 
parking, there is nothing for the tra�  c 
right now. The neighborhood will be 
so congested.”

Crouzet said he is not alone in his 

BY AMY DENNEY

SOURCE: TWO OAK VENTURES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Future stadium 
and soccer park
Future stadium 
and soccer park

The Austin FC stadium and soccer park will open in spring 2021. 
Besides being home to the city’s Major League Soccer team, the 
facility will also be used for city and community events.

FACT CHECK
In December 2018, the city and investment fi rm that 
owns Austin FC fi nalized the lease agreement that 
outlines key milestones the fi rm must meet as well as 
community benefi ts it will provide by 2021. Here’s the 
status on some of those benefi ts as of Sept. 16:

FACT CHECK

SOURCE: CAPITAL METRO, FOUNDATION COMMUNITIES, TWO OAK 
VENTURES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Canopy over seating 
to provide shade and 

Climate-controlled 
club lounges for 
soccer matches and 
other events

130 affordable housing units on-site in 
partnership with Foundation Communities

A storm-management system that includes 
drought-tolerant plants and fi eld turf to reduce 
the impact on creeks, lakes and aquifers

Food and 
beverage areas

Natural grass
playing fi eld

8 acres of green space with trails and 
public access as well as a performance 
and gathering area

RENDERINGS COURTESY GENSLER

Community benefits Two Oak Ventures has agreed to:

SPORTS

Austin FC stadium 

SOURCE: CAPITAL METRO, FOUNDATION COMMUNITIES, TWO OAK 
VENTURES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

concerns over Two Oak 
Ventures, the investment 
� rm that owns Austin FC, 
and its plans to build a 
$242 million soccer sta-
dium and park on 24 acres 
of city-owned land at 10414 
McKalla Place.

Other residents say this lack of 
transparency makes them question the 
viability of MLS in Austin.

BREAKING GROUND

The 20,500-seat stadium will take 
about 18 months to complete with an 
opening likely in April 2021. In early 
August, Two Oak Ventures received 
its � rst permit to clear the site.

“This is going to be a year-round 
stadium for soccer matches, for cultural 
events, [and] it’s going to be a soccer 
park on non-game days,” said Anthony 
Precourt, the managing partner and 
CEO of Two Oak Ventures and Austin FC. 
“We’re building this stadium to be fan-
friendly. It’s all about fan comfort, shade 
protection, technology.”

ONGOING CONCERNS

The city of Austin � nalized its lease 
agreement with Austin FC last Decem-
ber. Under the agreement, Two Oak 
Ventures would not pay any property 



At Texas Oncology, our patients are as remarkable as 

our care. They’re part of a cancer-fighting community 

the size of Texas, with 460+ physicians, 210+ locations 

statewide and thousands of patients on clinical trials. In 

fact, more than 50,000 Texans choose us every year — 

including amazing patients like Charlet. She came in for 

treatment and ran her way to victory over breast cancer. 

See her story at TexasOncology.com/Charlet.

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com

FIGHT BREAST CANCER

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  GEORGETOWN
HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS

50,000 new cancer 
patients every year.
1 new marathoner.

Find out what homes are selling for 
in your neighborhood: 
realtyaustin.com/market-analysis

realtyaustin.com  |  512-241-1300

The Polo Club
780  Polo Club Dr
4 BD 4 BA 4,305 SQ FT
MATT PARISEAU 
512-657-1458

Bunker Ranch
384  Reataway
4 BD 3 BA 2,917 SQ FT
BURT DEMENT 
512-689-7352

Shady Hollow
3502  Eldorado Trl
3 BD 2 BA 2,065 SQ FT
KEVIN WILHELM
512-417-3915

Reunion Ranch
2972  Reunion Blvd
3 BD 3 BA 3,102 SQ FT
NICK EASLEY 
512-363-2980

Onion Creek
2407  Apple Valley Cir
4 BD 2.5 BA 2,769 SQ FT
JON CHAMBERS 
512-497-9758

High Pointe
157  Enchanted Cv
4 BD 2.5 BA 2,843 SQ FT
DAVE CHASTAIN 
512-293-5401

Vista Hills Condo
7701  Rialto Blvd  #94
2 BD 2 BA 1,723 SQ FT
KRISTEN JACOBS 
512-657-9311

Maple Run
3707  Counselor Dr
3 BD 2.5 BA 1,454 SQ FT
KELLI PESSES 
512-350-6339

Public Condos
4361 S Congress Ave  #213
1 BD 1 BA 825 SQ FT
JÉAN BRUNS 
512-649-6511

Sheldon 230
9105  Winter Haven Rd
3 BD 2.5 BA 2,646 SQ FT
MIKE EASTER 
512-799-8730
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income-restricted housing capacity 
from 1,500 to 8,841. 

The nearly sixfold increase, city 
sta�  said, comes from increased 
allowances for multifamily housing 
construction across the city as well as 
the new ability for developers in more 
parts of Austin to enter into a density 
bonus program. That initiative gives 
developers the opportunity to build 
more housing units, thus increasing 
their pro� ts, if they agree to construct 
more income-restricted housing.

Although city sta�  heralded the 
projected 600% increase during an 
Oct. 8 presentation to City Council, 
they also asserted the long-awaited 
code revision’s inability, as a stand-
alone program, to accomplish Austin’s 
goal to build at least 60,000 new 
income-restricted units by 2027.

“[The code change] is a very strong 
tool; it’s an important tool, but it won’t 
get you all the way there,” said Alex 

Steinberger, a partner with planning 
� rm Cascadia Partners, which was 
hired by the city for consulting. 

Erica Leak, housing planning and 
policy manager for the city of Austin, 
said City Council members want the 
public to understand that local gov-
ernments in Texas have their hands 
tied when it comes to creating require-
ments for a� ordable housing. 

The state of Texas prohibits its cities 
from implementing inclusionary zon-
ing—zones in which developers are 
required by law to provide some per-
centage of income-restricted housing 
in new development—a tool on which 
other cities across the country rely to 
produce a� ordable housing. Texas 
also does not allow cities to charge 
impact fees, or charges on new devel-
opment to pay for public infrastruc-
ture Those fees would go toward an 
a� ordable housing fund maintained 
by the city government.

Instead, a� ordable housing from 
the private market in Texas typically 
comes through government subsidies 
or creative incentive programs—such 
as the density bonus program—
designed by local governments. To 

subsidize its way into achieving its 
a� ordable housing goals, city sta�  
estimates a price tag between $6 
billion-$11 billion. This means the 
emphasis is on incentives—use of 
which is, by de� nition, voluntary—
and calibrating those incentives so 
developers want to buy in.

Two contentious issues in past 
dra� s of the a� ordable housing pro-
gram have been single-family zoning 
and accessory-dwelling units.

Though a previous proposal 
released by city sta�  Aug. 13 would 
have prohibited single-family home-
owners from demolishing their 
existing structure to build a new 
single-family structure, this latest 
proposal allows broader rights for 
homeowners based on feedback from 
the public.

Additionally, accessory dwelling 
units, or ADUs, are allowed in all 
residential zones under this proposal, 
a change from previous versions.

The planning commission is sched-
uled to make plan recommendations 
to City Council by Nov. 12. Council is 
scheduled to consider the proposal for 
the � rst time Dec. 5.

DEVELOPMENT

Austin released a new draft of its land development code on Oct. 4, and City 
Council is expected to consider the revisions for the fi rst time in December. 

City hopes new land development code 
changes allow more affordable housing

A� er years of development, the city 
of Austin released its latest dra�  of a 
new land development code, includ-
ing revised zoning maps, at a press 
conference Oct. 4.

Proposed changes include the 
creation of transition zones, which 
are geared to provide missing middle 
housing in high-opportunity areas 
well-connected to transit; fewer park-
ing requirements; improved environ-
mental protections; an expansion of 
the city’s density bonus program; and 
more user-friendly language and maps 
than the previous dra� .

The rewrite process began in 2012 
and has been mired in controversy, 
including the six-year, $8.5 million 
CodeNEXT e� ort, which City Council 
voted to abandon and start anew in 
August 2018.

This most recent overhaul shows 
revisions that will boost the city’s 

BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY
AND EMMA FREER

JACK FLAGLER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1,500
Current capacity for 
incentivized affordable 
housing development 

8,841
Proposed capacity for 
incentivized affordable 
housing development 

CHAS I NG AFFORDABILITY 
City staff released its latest draft of a new land development code at an Oct. 4. The new 

proposal boosts capacity for new income-restricted housing development. 

60,000
Number of income-
restricted units 
City Council wants 
to build by 2027

1,100
Pages in the new 
land development 
code document

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, AUSTIN STRATEGIC HOUSING BLUEPRINT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



NEW HOMES FROM THE $400’S

HIGHPOINTE
of Dripping Springs

410 COOL SPRING WAY  |  DRIPPING SPRINGS, TX 78737  |  HighPointeTX.com

NEW SECTION WITH 80’ LOTS NOW OPEN, AND NEW PHASE WITH 90’ LOTS NOW UNDERWAY!

NEW PHASE NOW OPEN!
MODEL LOCATION: 
1847 Cool Spring Way

Dripping Springs, TX 78737
CONTACT:

Jennifer Cecil
(512) 975-2823

MODEL LOCATION: 
1819 Cool Spring Way

Dripping Springs, TX 78737
CONTACT:
Lula Leon

(512) 373-3022

MODEL LOCATION: 
139 Bright Sky Drive 

Dripping Springs, TX 78737
CONTACT:

Internet Home Consultant
1-800-247-3779
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Open to the Public, 7 Days a Week   |  500 W Ben White Blvd, Austin, TX 78704    |   @ atxrestore  | austinhabitat.org

Custom offerings 
for unique needs!

Shop the ReStore’s custom flooring and 
cabinet departments to create a space 

that works for you and your family.
Photo Credit:
Cate Black Photography
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Recent news from local school districts COMPILED BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE AND NICHOLAS CICALEEDUCATION BRIEFS

Parents share input on 
proposed Austin ISD sex 
education curriculum
 AUSTIN ISD  While Austin ISD will not 
vote on proposed lessons for the district’s 
new sexual education curriculum until 
its Oct. 28 meeting or later, parents spoke 
at the Sept. 23 board of trustees meeting 
both for and against changes to the cur-
riculum in anticipation of the vote.

Trustees in February unanimously 
approved an updated Human Sexuality 
& Responsibility curriculum scope and 
sequence, outlining the grades in which 
certain sex education topics will be 
taught. The speci� cs of that curriculum 
will be up for � nal approval later this fall.

At that February meeting, about two 
dozen parents, residents and students 
held pro-LGBTQIA signs and pride � ags 
to support the district’s work toward 
adopting the new curriculum, one they 

 DRIPPINGS SPRINGS ISD  At a Sept. 23 
board of trustees meeting, Curt Marek, 
DSISD safety and security manager, 
outlined plans for a Safety & Security 
committee to include the superintendent, 
several board members, parents, public 
safety o�  cials and medical personnel. 

Dripping Springs ISD trustees and community get update on mental health initiative
Dripping Springs 
ISD’s timeline 

names Oct. 30 as the date for an 
announcement of a lone fi nalist for 
the district’s superintendent position. 
Initial interviews with seven candidates 
took place Oct. 7, and interviews with 
a subsequent round of candidates took 
place the week of Oct. 21, according 
to the district. The search has been led 
by Texas Association of School Board’s 
Executive Search Services.

DATE TO KNOW

 AUSTIN ISD   With community 
engagement taking place in 
September and early October, AISD 
trustees could vote on school change 
scenarios at their meeting Nov. 18. 
School changes include possible 
school closures, new district programs 
and changes to school boundaries.

 DRIPPINGS SPRINGS ISD   Board 
president Carrie Kroll on Sept. 23 gave 
an update on progress with planning and 
assembling a bond oversight committee 
to provide feedback and scrutiny for the 
district’s 2018 construction and future 
bonds. According to Kroll, an offi cial 
vote on the creation of a bond oversight 
committee will take place at the board’s 
Oct. 30 meeting, after the time of 
printing of this issue of Community 
Impact Newspaper.

 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE   The 
Austin Community College district will 
host two community conversations in 
Southwest Austin to hear from the public 
about ACC’s Pinnacle campus. According 
to the community college district, the 
meetings—which will have dates, times 
and locations announced in the future—
will be held sometime before ACC begins 
its winter break Dec. 23. Trustees were 
scheduled to vote on the sale of the 
campus Oct. 7 but decided to take no 
action at the meeting.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

OCT. 30

felt would be inclusive for students of all 
sexual orientations and beliefs.

Concerned Parents of Texas—a local 
group that opposes comprehensive sex 
education, which they call a weapon 
against “innocence of children”—orga-
nized outside the board auditorium 
Sept. 23, speaking against the district’s 
proposed changes.

“I oppose the approval of the sex 
ed program because in that curricu-
lum sixth-graders will be engaging in 
written scenarios to propose solutions to 
homophobia,” Caryl Ayala, the group’s 
co-founder, said. “This will create a 
climate that pits students against one 
another, and violates students’ rights 
to hold a di� erent opinion regarding 
boundaries of sexual behavior according 
to their family’s values.”

However, Belynda Montgomery, one 
of � ve at the meeting who supported 
the district’s proposed sex education 
changes during public comment, said 
she felt the curriculum does address N
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Residents support and oppose proposed 
changes to the sexual education curriculum.

Wendy Kubenka, DSISD Mental Health 
Task Force chair, presents to the board.

concerns by families who asked for an 
option to opt-out as well as an absti-
nence-based curriculum. Others in the 
audience held up signs of support for the 
curriculum and “all means all” values.

“Opponents [to the changes] currently 
are receiving what they want; they are 
able to opt out and they are able to teach 
this information at home,” she said.

She also asked for an “opt-in” option 
for parents interested in entering their 
students into a version of the curriculum 
that would be even more comprehensive.

The committee  would work closely 
with the district’s new mental health 
task force. The DSISD Mental Health Task 
Force will include two recently hired 
licensed social workers as well as school 
nurses, counselors and other sta� .

More details regarding DSISD’s mental 
health initiative, which began under for-
mer Superintendent Bruce Gearing, were 
presented by Wendy Kubenka, DSISD 
Mental Health Task Force chair.

“Last year, there were a couple of high 
school principals and high school coun-
selors that recognized some concerns 
and shared those with Dr. Gearing,” 
Kubenka said.

With Gearing, sta�  members consid-
ered what other districts had done to 

address the mental health needs of stu-
dents and provide a “multitiered system 
of support,” according to Kubenka.

Reports from the last school year 
regarding student mental health events 
were among the data considered, 
Kubenka said. Notably, 41 secondary 
students and 24 elementary students had 
been given “suicide assessments,” mean-
ing they were referred to counseling sta�  
based on concerns that they might exhib-
iting symptoms of suicidal ideation.

Thus far, e� orts to address mental 
health have included the hiring of sev-
eral licensed professional social workers 
and initiating the training of all DSISD 
sta�  to respond appropriately to student 
mental health concerns.
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CITY & COUNTY News from local cities, counties and other entities

Austin City Council spent hours on Oct. 
17 debating changes to the city’s public 
camping, sitting and lying down policy.

$1.2 billion budget, tax rate 
approved by Travis County 
officials for FY 2019-20 

Austin’s new homelessness ordinances ban camping 
on public sidewalks but allow sitting and lying down

 TRAVIS COUNTY  Despite concern 
for taxpayers and reticence about 
matching the 8% rollback rate, 
Travis County commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve its $1.2 bil-
lion budget for fiscal year 2019-20 
and a tax rate of per $100 of taxable 
value to balance it. 

“I think all of us are aware 
that this is probably not the most 
acceptable budget to the majority 
of the public,” said Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty, who represents 
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Precinct 3, at a Sept. 24 meeting. 
Currently, Texas state law allows 

for taxing entities to increase prop-
erty tax revenue by up to 8% year 
over year. If a taxing entity exceeds 
that rate—known as the rollback 
rate—voters have the option to 
circulate a petition calling for an 
election on whether to approve the 
proposed increase. 

Under the approved tax rate, the 
owner of an average-value home 
will see an annual increase of 
around $126 in his or her property 
tax bill to the county. 

The approved tax rate represents 
an 8% increase over the effective 
maintenance and operations tax 
rate, which approaches the rollback 

rate and represents a sharp 
increase over past years.

Between FY 2013-14 and FY 
2018-19, the county has raised its 
effective maintenance and opera-
tions rate by an average of 2.7%, 
according to budget documents. 

This year’s budget process has 
been impacted by the Legisla-
ture’s decision to implement a 
property tax revenue cap, which 
will take effect in October 2020 
and reduce the rollback rate from 
8% to 3.5%. 

“We are responding to terrible 
public policy, and we are having 
to do uncomfortable things,” Pre-
cinct 1 Commissioner Jeff Travil-
lion said. SOURCE: TRAVIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

BUDGET  B R E A K D O W N

TAX RATE

Travis County commissioners passed the 
fiscal year 2019-20 budget Sept. 24.

Tax rate per $100 of 
valuation$0.369293

Travis County budget for 
fiscal year 2019-20$1.2B

Annual increase of tax bill 
over fiscal year 2018-19 
for owner of average-
value home

$126

Increase in FY 2019-20
over the effective 
maintenance and 
operations tax rate

8%

and lying down on sidewalks city-
wide. The ordinance distinguishes 
camping as storing personal belong-
ings for an extended period of time, 
cooking, making a fire, digging or 
breaking into the earth or using a 
tent or other structure for living. Sit-
ting and lying down that renders a 
sidewalk impassable or “materially 
endangers” the health of anyone is 
also banned.

Austin Mayor Steve Adler said it 
was time to stop talking about the 
ordinances—which have attracted 
much social media hyperbole and 
public outcry—and shift the conver-
sation to housing and how to get 
homeless Austinites in homes.

“I know this is hard and I know 
this is not perfect,” Adler said. “I 
hope we’re able to recognize those 
things still lead the community to a 
task that is squarely in front of us.”

The final vote was 7-4. Coun-
cil Member Ann Kitchen voted 
against the approved changes as 

part of a voting block with Council 
Members Leslie Pool, Alison Alter 
and Kathie Tovo. The group said 
they wanted the camping, sitting 
and lying down restrictions to go 
further in protecting the safety of 
those living outdoors. The group 
failed to garner support for restric-
tions that ban camping along high-
way medians, under overpasses 
and along the banks of creeks and 
river beds.

“It just doesn’t seem humane to 
me and it just doesn’t seem right,” 
Pool said.

The changes to the ordinances 
come following a pair of letters 
from Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, who 
demanded Austin show “consequen-
tial improvement” in its home-
lessness situation and reinstate its 
citywide public camping ban by Nov. 
1. Abbott said if the city did not meet 
his demands by his deadline, he 
would use state resources to achieve 
his goals.

 AUSTIN  City Council banned public 
camping from sidewalks throughout 
the city but will permit sitting and 
lying down on sidewalks unless it is 
15 feet from an operating business in 
an Oct. 17 vote that marked a major 
step forward in the strenuous debate 
over a pair of laws that directly 
impact the homeless. The updated 
rules will take effect Oct. 27.
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The move comes nearly four 
months after City Council on June 
20 decriminalized public camping, 
sitting and lying down throughout 
the city, lifting bans that critics 
said added barriers to exiting 
homelessness.

That move in June earned the 
lawmakers praise from civil rights 
advocates and harsh criticism from a 
range of residents, business owners, 
and other stakeholders. Throughout 
the summer, homelessness, and 
what many saw as fallout from the 
ordinance changes, dominated the 
civic stage.

City Council’s decision to ban 
camping on sidewalks but allow 
sitting and lying down defied the 
advice of Austin Police Department 
Chief Brian Manley, who recom-
mended banning camping, sitting 
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News from local cities, counties and other entities

 HAYS COUNTY  The cities of Austin, Kyle 
and San Marcos joined in mid-October 
with the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer 
Conservation District and the Wimberley 
Valley Watershed Association in filing a 
notice of intent to sue federal agencies 
over the anticipated impact of the 
Permian Highway Pipeline on several 
endangered species in Hays County and 
the Texas Hill Country. It is the second 
notice of intent to sue both the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service over permitting 
of Kinder Morgan’s $2 billion natural gas 
pipeline, which is set to run through the 
Texas Hill Country.

 TRAVIS COUNTY  A new state law that 
took effect Sept. 1 and prohibits the use 
of temporary polling places will hinder 
voter turnout in Travis County, local 
officials said. In use since at least 2000, 
mobile voting—the use of temporary 
polling places during the early voting 
period—had grown into a robust program 
in Travis County. Travis County Clerk Dana 
DeBeauvoir said temporary locations 
were “an inexpensive, cost-effective way 
to meet a lot of rural voters” where there 
was not enough voter density to justify a 
full-time polling location.

COUNTY HIGHLIGHTSHomelessness strategy 
officer leaves position
 AUSTIN  Citing “family obligations,” Lori 
Pampilo Harris, the city’s long-sought-
after homelessness strategy officer, 
vacated the position after only one 
month on the job. Pampilo Harris will 
instead assume a consultant role.

“Lori moved to Austin [from Orlando] 
to begin her position as quickly as pos-
sible, which meant that she relocated to 
Austin ahead of her family,” Assistant 
City Manager Rodney Gonzalez said in 
an email. “Lori’s family obligations are 
such that she will be transitioning to a 
consultant role rather than a full-time 
employee role.” 

 In a statement, Pampilo Harris 
said the decision was tough, and that 
although she will only be a consultant 
moving forward, she remains committed 
to ending homelessness in Austin. 

“While it is true that, due to family 
obligations, I will no longer be serving 
as a city employee, I will continue to 
perform many of the same functions 
in a consulting capacity,” Pampilo 
Harris said.

COMPILED BY NICHOLAS CICALE, JACK FLAGLER, EMMA FREER AND CHRISTOPHER NEELY

Austin metered parking rates increase to $2 per hour
 AUSTIN  Metered parking rates in 
Austin increased to $2 per hour on Oct. 
14, up from the current rates of $1 per 
hour and $1.20 per hour downtown. 
However, that may not be the last rate 
increase drivers see this year. 

Depending on demand, metered 
parking rates could reach as high as 
$5 per hour in some parts of the city, 
according to Austin transportation offi-
cials. This new market-based approach 
is an effort to bring supply and demand 
economics to the city’s parking policy. 
The strategy has been cited by trans-
portation experts as a best practice to 
help ease congestion and encourage 
use of alternative transportation modes. 

Mary Vo, spokesperson for the Austin 
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transportation department, said the 
city would regularly monitor how the 
pricing impacts the city’s metered 
spaces, with the goal of always having 
15%-20% of metered parking spaces 
available on a block.

The city’s fiscal year 2019-20 budget 
allocated room in its revenue projec-
tions for parking rates to fluctuate 
between $2 and $5, based on the 
department’s observations of supply 
and demand.

Although the recent rate hike to $2 
is a citywide base fee change, Vo said 
further rate changes will be made to 
respond to location-based demand, 
since parking demand fluctuates in 
different areas of the city.

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

PAY TO PARK
Austin’s rate for parking meters increased on Oct. 14, and city 
officials say the rate could reach as high as $5 per hour. PAY TO PARK

Previous hourly fee in the city of Austin 
before Oct. 14

Current hourly parking rate throughout the city

Variable rates Austin could adopt between 
now and October 2020

$1-$1.20

$2-$5

$2



817-488-7679  |  kidsmatterinternational.org

We are clothing 2,000 children living in poverty at our
Around the Block events. Each child will receive a $100 
voucher which will generate $225 in new clothes and shoes.

Volunteers’ Duties
- Help families navigate the store
- Keep track of money spent per child
- Help children pick out clothing and shoes
- Volunteers can text "Vol" to 817-442-2112 to sign
 up to volunteer at the Around the Block events

Around the Block Austin - November 16th 
                         Kohl’s Sunset Valley 
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Annual Kids Matter International's 

Around
the Block
Events are Coming Up
and Volunteers Are Needed
to Help Children Shop for
New Clothing
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Just 15 minutes south of downtown Austin, Sunfield offers

homeowners a break from the daily grind. Enjoy the miles of

hike and bike trails, catch and release ponds, the dog park 

or our two Amazing Amenity Centers including Swimming 

Pools, a New Lazy River and plenty of shade!

master-planned living south of austin from $200s
CASTLEROCK  •  CENTEX  •  CHESMAR HOMES
GEHAN HOMES  •  PULTE HOMES  •  WILLIAM LYON HOMES

Sunfieldtx.com

Lazy River Amenity Center Now Open!
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YOUR SECRET HIDEOUT AWAITS

Explore a collection of unique forts by  
local designers in our Texas Arboretum. 

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Have suggestions for the Neighborhood 
Notes page? Email us at swanews@
communityimpact.com.

Find recent community news, events and updates.

TANGLEWOOD FOREST 

The Southern Oaks Girl Scouts host their 
seventh annual community carnival Nov. 
2 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m at Tanglewood 
Forest Park, located at 9801 Curlew 
Drive, Austin. The Girl Scout troop 
will lead carnival games and family-
friendly activities. Proceeds from a live 
auction with items up for bid from local 
businesses will go to Girl Campaign, 
which gives fi nancial assistance to girls 
who want to scout.

for renovations. Notable changes to the 
library include a skylight to let in natural 
light, a new “quiet room,” and upgraded 
digital resources and tools, according to 
a news release from Austin Public Library. 
Other library upgrades include new 
carpet, paint and furniture; a replaced 
roof; and improved plumbing, heating 
and ventilation. The library said it is now 
fully up to Americans with Disabilities Act 
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standards. A grand reopening celebration 
was held Oct. 26 at the library, located at 
5125 Convict Hill Road, Austin.

SUNSET VALLEY

Residents gathered in Sunset Valley 
on Oct. 1 to meet neighbors, learn 
about local law enforcement and 
enjoy some free entertainment at 
National Night Out, an event focused 
on building the relationships between 
local law-enforcement agencies and 
the communities they serve. The Sunset 
Valley event included free food, a 
petting zoo, live music, a scavenger hunt 
and a raffl e. The Sunset Valley Police 
Department had emergency vehicles 
on display, as did Texas Search and 
Rescue. National Night Out was also an 
opportunity for the city to show Sunset 
Valley residents its new police facility, 
which opened this past spring.

COMPILED BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE AND NICHOLAS CICALE

Southwest Austin - Dripping Springs edition • October 2019 29

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN

The Hampton Branch at Oak Hill Library 
will reopen Oct. 21 after a yearlong closure 
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Imagination, Truth, 
Responsibility

Kindergarten through High School

Celebrating Educational Excellence Since 1980

To make a reservation for one our our monthly visitor 
mornings please visit www.austinwaldorf.org
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HERE ARE THE QUESTIONS AUSTIN VOTERS WILL DECIDE ON THE NOV. 5 BALLOT
Citizens forced a vote on two propositions in the city, while Travis County commissioners brought an item related to hotel tax funding. 

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

THE LEADUP TO THE ELECTION

BALLOT LANGUAGE 
FOR CITY OF AUSTIN 
PROPOSITIONS 
The ballot reads: (Proposition A) “Shall 
a city ordinance be adopted that requires 
that a sale, lease, conveyance, mortgage, 
or other alienation of City-owned land for 
any existing or future youth, recreational, or 
professional sports facility or any existing or 
future entertainment facility be approved 
by a supermajority vote of council (9 of 11 
members) and also be approved by the 
voters at an election for which the City must 
pay; requires that any site development 
permits and variances related thereto 
be approved by a supermajority vote of 
council (9 of 11 members); requires that site 
development permits and variances related 
thereto be approved by the voters at an 
election for which the City must pay, if the 
sale, lease, conveyance, mortgage, or other 
alienation of City-owned land for the facility 
has not already obtained voter approval; 
requires that the facility post payment and 
performance bonds and pay ad valorem 
taxes, or payments equal to the amount 
of ad valorem taxes; and requires that all 
information concerning such sale, lease, 
conveyance, mortgage, or other alienation 
shall be disclosed to the public.”

(Proposition B) “Shall an ordinance be 
adopted that prioritizes the use of Austin’s 
Hotel Occupancy Tax revenue by continuing 
the City practice to spend 15% of the Austin 
Hotel Occupancy Tax revenue on cultural 
arts and 15% on historic preservation, 
limiting the City’ s spending to construct, 
operate, maintain, or promote the Austin 
Convention Center to 34% of Austin’s Hotel 
Occupancy Tax revenue, and requiring all 
remaining Hotel Occupancy Tax revenue 
to support and enhance Austin’s Cultural 
Tourism Industry to the potential exclusion 

of other allowable uses under the Tax 
code; and requires the City to obtain voter 
approval and public oversight for conven-
tion-center improvement and expansion 
costing more than $20,000,000.”

What it means: A pair of citizen petitions 
forced Austin City Council to call a referen-
dum and place these two propositions on 
the ballot. The fi rst asks whether any city 
land deal for sports or entertainment ven-
ues should be subject to voter approval. The 
petition was circulated after the city entered 
into a lease agreement with the operators 
of Major League Soccer club Austin FC 
that allowed the team to build a stadium in 
North Austin. According to the agreement, 
the city retains ownership of the land, which 
means the club will not pay property taxes, 
and the club will begin rent payments of 
$550,000 beginning in year six of the deal. 
Club offi cials said the proposition will have 
no bearing on their construction timeline. 
Work began in September and the stadium 
is expected to be complete in 2021. 

The second item stems from City Council’s 
decision in May to explore a potential $1.3 
billion expansion of the Austin Convention 
Center. A group opposing the convention 
center expansion, Unconventional Austin, 
led the petition drive effort to bring this 
item to the ballot. The proposition calls for 
voter approval before the city moves for-
ward with any convention center expansion 
costing more than $20 million and asks 
whether the city should overhaul its formula 
to spend its hotel tax revenue. Currently, 
the city spends roughly 70% of its hotel rev-
enue on the convention center’s operations. 
If voters pass this ordinance change, the city 
will have to cap its convention center-re-
lated spending to either 34% of hotel tax 
revenue or fi ve times the hotel tax revenue 
produced by the convention center, which-
ever is greater. 

BALLOT LANGUAGE 
FOR TRAVIS COUNTY 
PROPOSITION

The ballot reads: Authorizing Travis 
County, Texas to provide for the planning, 
acquisition, establishment, development, 
construction, renovation and fi nancing 
of new and existing facilities of the type 
described by Section 334.001(4)(A) of the 
Texas Local Government Code, including a 
multipurpose arena and adjacent support 
facilities and any related infrastructure in 
the area of the Travis County Exposition 
Center and designated by a resolution of 
the Commissioners Court of the County 
adopted on July 30, 2019 (the “Resolu-
tion”) as a sports and community venue 
project within the County in accordance 
with applicable law (the “Venue Project”), 
and to impose a new hotel occupancy 
tax on the occupancy of a room in a hotel 
located within the County, at a rate not to 

exceed two percent (2%) of the price paid 
for such room, and if approved, the max-
imum hotel occupancy tax rate imposed 
from all sources in the County would be 
17% of the price paid for a room in a hotel, 
for the purpose of fi nancing the Venue 
Project, and approving the Resolution.

What it means: Travis County wants 
voter approval to collect hotel occupancy 
tax revenue to fund an expansion of the 
Travis County Exposition Center. The 
county wants, and is legally allowed, to 
fi nance the expo center project with a 
2% venue project tax on hotel bills paid 
by guests staying within the county. 
However, the county will not be able to 
collect any such revenue until at least 
2021 because the city of Austin currently 
collects the venue project tax to pay off its 
debt for the 2002 expansion of the Austin 
Convention Center. State law mandates no 
hotel guest can pay more than a 17% tax. 
Austin has maxed out that cap, with 11% 
going to the city and 6% to the state.

These are some of the key events that have led to the Nov. 5 election for 
Austin and Travis County voters. 

Feb. 11, 2019:  The city 
validates the petition which 
ultimately will become Austin’s 
Proposition A. 

July 26, 2019: The petition 
asking for voter approval of a 
convention center expansion is 
validated by the Austin City Clerk. 

Aug. 8, 2019:  City Council 
declines to adopt the peti-
tions as law, therefore calling 
for a Nov. 5 election.

Aug. 19, 2019: Travis 
County Commission-
ers approve the ballot 
language and call for a 
referendum for their own 
proposition Nov 5.

2019 2020

Last day of early voting: Nov. 1
Election day: Nov. 5

First day of early voting: Oct. 21
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Oct. 25*

 IMPORTANT DATES

*RECEIVED, NOT POSTMARKED



Credit Card with rates 
as low as 6.99% APR*

With approved credit & other factors. Rates subject to change.
*Annual Percentage Rate

NO COST BALANCE TRANSFER!

SERVING MEMBERS SINCE 1931!

KYLE BRANCH
1507 Bunton Creek Rd. Kyle, TX

PFLUGERVILLE BRANCH 
900 FM 685 Pflugerville, TX 512-339-9812MAIN OFFICE

10806 Metric Blvd. Austin, TX
SOUTH BRANCH

6314 South 1st St. Austin, TX

www.gefcu-austin.org

Southwest Austin - Dripping Springs edition • October 2019 31

STATEWIDE BALLOT

PROPOSITION NO. 1
(HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 72)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment permitting a person to hold 
more than one office as a municipal judge 
at the same time.”

What it means: Currently, an elected 
municipal judge cannot serve as a munic-
ipal judge in more than one municipality 
at the same time. This amendment would 
allow elected judges to serve in more than 
one municipality concurrently. 

PROPOSITION NO. 2
(SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 79)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment providing for the issuance 
of additional general obligation bonds by 
the Texas Water Development Board in 
an amount not to exceed $200 million to 
provide financial assistance for the devel-
opment of certain projects in economically 
distressed areas.”

What it means: The measure would autho-
rize the Texas Water Development Board to 
issue additional general obligation bonds 
in an amount that does not exceed
$200 million for its Economically Distressed 
Areas Program. The bonds are restricted to 
providing financing for the development of 
water supply and sewer service projects in 
those areas.

PROPOSITION NO. 3
(HJR 34)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the Legislature to 

provide for a temporary exemption from 
ad valorem taxation for a portion of the 
appraised value of certain property dam-
aged by a disaster.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow the Legislature to temporarily exempt 
a portion of a property declared a disaster 
area by the governor from property tax. 
It allows the Legislature to prescribe the 
method for determining the exemption 
amount, duration and any other eligibility 
requirements it deems necessary. 

PROPOSITION NO. 4
(HJR 38)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment prohibiting the imposition of 
an individual income tax, including a tax 
on an individual’s share of partnership and 
unincorporated association income.”

What it means: This amendment would 
prohibit the state from imposing or col-
lecting an individual income tax, including 
an individual’s share of partnership and 
unincorporated association income. The 
state constitution does not currently bar 
the imposition of an individual income tax. 

PROPOSITION NO. 5
(SJR 24)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment dedicating the revenue 
received from the existing state sales and 
use taxes that are imposed on sporting 
goods to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department and the Texas Historical Com-
mission to protect Texas’ natural areas, 
water quality, and history by acquiring, 
managing and improving state and local 

parks and historic sites while not increasing 
the rate of the state sales and use taxes.”

What it means: The amendment would 
use net revenue from the portion of state 
tax revenue received from the sales of 
sporting goods for the Texas Parks & Wild-
life Department and the Texas Historical 
Commission. The amendment also allows 
the Legislature to determine the specific 
uses of the funds and their allocation.

PROPOSITION NO. 6
(HJR 12)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the Legislature to 
increase by $3 billion the maximum bond 
amount authorized for the Cancer Preven-
tion and Research Institute of Texas.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow the Legislature to increase the maxi-
mum bond amount for the Cancer Preven-
tion and Research Institute of Texas issued 
by the Texas Public Finance Authority from
$3 billion to $6 billion. The CPRIT, created 
in 2007, uses bond proceeds to award 
grants for cancer research and prevention.

PROPOSITION NO. 7
(HJR 151)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment allowing increased distribu-
tions to the available school fund.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow increasing distributions from $300 mil-
lion to $600 million per year to the available 
Texas Permanent School Fund. It also allows 
entities such as the State Board of Education 
and the General Land Office that manage 
revenue held in the permanent school fund 
to distribute revenue to the available fund.

PROPOSITION NO. 8
(HJR 4)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment providing for the creation of 
the flood infrastructure fund to assist in the 
financing of drainage, flood mitigation and 
flood control projects.”

What it means: The constitutional 
amendment would create a flood infra-
structure fund as a special fund in the state 
treasury, using money appropriated from 
the Economic Stabilization Fund, or Rainy 
Day Fund. The newly created flood infra-
structure fund would provide additional 
resources for flood mitigation. The amend-
ment would allow the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board to use money in the fund for 
drainage, flood mitigation or flood control 
projects. It also creates separate accounts 
within the fund as needed to administer the 
fund or associated authorized projects.

PROPOSITION NO. 9
(HJR 95)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the Legislature to 
exempt from ad valorem taxation precious 
metal held in a precious metal depository 
located in this state.”

What it means: The amendment would 
create a property tax exemption for pre-
cious metals held in a Texas precious metal 
depository.

PROPOSITION NO. 10
(SJR 32)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment to allow the transfer of a law 
enforcement animal to a qualified caretaker 
in certain circumstances.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow the transfer of a law enforcement 
animal to the animal’s handler or another 
qualified caretaker in certain circumstances. 
Current law prevents the transfer of law 
enforcement animals to a private person or 
organization at no cost. This amendment 
would change that and allow the transfer 
without cost. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ON THE NOV. 5 BALLOT

COMPILED BY VANESSA HOLT

Texas voters can vote for or against 10 amendments to the state’s constitution Nov. 5. The 
Texas secretary of state’s office prepared a breakdown on how the ballot language will read 
and what each proposition actually means.

SOURCE: TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The following questions ask voters to approve constitutional amendments 



Having worked 28 years in supervision and 
management positions in municipalities, I’ve 
learned how cities work, including planning, 
infrastructure, budgeting and decision-
making. I’ve also provided consultation to 
help businesses adopt environmentally 
friendly and cost-effective processes. 
My participation in the budget-finance 
and public works committees provides 
experience specific to Sunset Valley. 

More than 30 years in a leadership role 
with national organizations. Twenty years 
of volunteer service to Sunset Valley: arts 
commission, planning and environmental 
committee, and the zoning commission.

My education includes a B.S. and M.A. from 
The University of Texas, and completion of 
30 hours advanced accounting courses. My 
experience includes employment as an HR 
manager, accountant and business owner. I 
have also served on the [city’s] budget and 
finance committee (current vice chair) and 
the arts commission.

 I have been active on the Austin Board of 
Realtors Water Issues Committee since 
2008, City Council’s Budget & Finance 
Committee since 2011 [and] Community 
& Economic Development Committee 
7/16/12 to 11/11/15. I am a volunteer 
dedicated to the values of our city, 
operating with integrity, accountability, 
and tolerance to provide excellent public 
services.

What experience do you have that makes you a good candidate for the position? 

Many things residents value, including 
environmental stewardship and resident 
services, depend on maintaining our 
revenue stream during economic changes. 
Deciding how money is spent needs 
transparency and more citizen input. 
Consensus-building that accounts for 
unique neighborhood needs while finding 
common ground is key to our quality of life. 

Protecting water quality, flood mitigation, 
preserving our green spaces and 
maintaining the unique character of our 
city. We rely heavily on sales tax revenue 
and must balance between a healthy 
tax base and future redevelopment that 
protects the environment and maintains 
the character of Sunset Valley. 

Our biggest long-term challenge is 
revitalizing our revenue streams. We need 
to encourage our shopping centers to strive 
for an environment that gives the customer 
the shopping experience that online 
shopping cannot produce. Additionally, we 
need to control the rising expenses of the 
city budget.

We just got done building the new police 
and public works building, so now, we need 
to focus on replenishing our reserves and 
then focus on maintaining the City Hall 
building and plan for the community and 
economic development strategies.

What are the biggest challenges facing Sunset Valley?

Increase our reserve funds, maintain 
fiscal responsibility, efficiency, while 
protecting our revenue stream. Maintain 
and improve our stewardship of the natural 
environment, green spaces and trails. 
Ensure that our City Council and staff work 
with and for residents. Act with fairness, 
transparency and objectivity to respond to 
neighborhood concerns.

We need to evaluate variances issued 
and determine the need for updates to 
our land-development code and provide 
adequate monitoring of mitigation factors 
over time. Utilization of city-owned 
property to benefit the community. 
Creating a process for open dialogue where 
all voices can be heard to build unity.

My goals are to increase financial 
transparency, encourage the revitalization 
of the shopping centers, maintain controls 
on city expenses and protect our green 
spaces. Additionally, I would like to explore 
the possibilities of the Homestead tract 
with its proximity to our shopping areas.

Focus on the replenishment of the 
reserves, maintain City Hall—needs some 
TLC—and work on supporting the retail 
businesses. Have town hall meetings and 
a new survey regarding the Upland’s Tract. 
We need to work on the land-development 
codes to be more retail-friendly.

If elected, what goals would you have for your term in office? 

Since 2007, I have had the privilege of 
being a part of our community. We enjoy 
the tranquility of being surrounded 
by green spaces and the beauty of the 
wildlife. We have a welcoming and positive 
atmosphere. Our community culture values 
resident engagement in city government, 
and volunteerism shapes this city.

I have lived in Sunset Valley for more 
than 20 years and value our community 
commitment to maintaining the rural feel 
of our city. We enjoy green spaces, hiking 
trails and the ability to communicate 
openly with our elected officials. Our city 
staff are always responsive and caring.

I have lived in SV for 4.5 years. I love that I 
can walk out my door and be on a serene, 
wooded nature trail in less than a minute. 
Our green spaces are the overwhelming 
factor that makes SV a unique and vibrant 
community, and we must protect these 
resources.

I have lived in Sunset Valley since late 2009, 
and the beauty of walking down the street 
to a trail, to the shopping center or to City 
Hall is what most cities strive for. I walked to 
two events that were at City Hall last week 
and saved my gas!

How long have you lived in Sunset Valley, and what makes Sunset Valley special to you?

alfonsocarmonasv@
gmail.com

Occupation: retired 
career public servant, 
educator and lifelong 
environmentalist; 
former instructor in 

the water and environmental training 
program for Texas A&M

karenmedicus@gmail.
com

Occupation: owner of 
Gypsy River Trading Co.; 
retired American Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals employee

wreetz7@gmail.com

Occupation: current 
managing partner 
of PNOC Group LLC, 
which owns a group 
of Jiffy Lubes in the 
Chicagoland area

rrosengarten@
sunsetvalley.org

Occupation: a licensed 
Realtor who does 
property management 
work and assists with 
builders with Smart 

Source Realty and broker Chris Warren

ALFONSO CARMONA KAREN MEDICUS WANDA REETZ RUDI ROSENGARTEN*

SUNSET VALLEY CITY COUNCIL
*Incumbent

COMPILED BY NICHOLAS CICALE

Visit our website communityimpact.com for full election coverage and results on Nov. 5.

SUNSET VALLEY BALLOT Voters can select one or two of the following candidates for Sunset Valley City Council.
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BEGINS EARLY

GOODDENTAL HEALTH

(512) 892-0013
3755 S Capital of Texas Hwy, Suite 292

Austin, TX 78704
thielpediatricdentistry.com

We will offer tips for getting your children into early 
habits that promote healthy teeth and gums. There is 
nothing more important to us than your child’s smile.

At Thiel Pediatric Dentistry, we look forward to caring 
for your children and making sure their dental visits are 

a positive and pleasant experience.

CBD Store
5601 Brodie Lane #620, Austin, TX 78745

512-953-8585 | Mon-Sat 10:00AM-09:00PM, Sun 10:00AM-07:00PM

Truth in Real Estate 
www.VeritasREGroup.com 
VeritasGroup@compass.com 
512.853.0846

Driftwood | Rim Rock 
100 Honey Locust Court 

• 4 BD | 3.5 BA
• 3,571 SF | 4 Acres
• $1,025,000

Mark & France Clausen
512.853.0846

Driftwood | Onion Creek Ranch 
350 Enchanted Oak Drive

• 4 – 5 BD | 4.5 BA | 3 Living
• 4,420 SF | 5.7+ Acres
• $815,000

Melanie Fenelon
512.658.0773

Dripping Springs | Springlake 
145 Oak Grove Drive

• 3 BD + Bonus Rm | 2.5 BA
• 2,338 SF | 1.1+ Acres 
• $435,000

Melanie Fenelon
512.658.0773

Austin | Estancia
406 Perico Place

• 4 BD | 2.5 BA
• 2,539 SF
• $390,000

Michelle Batte
512.785.0230

For SaleComing SoonComing Soon For Sale
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INSIDE INFORMATION Statewide ballot questions ask voters to approve constitutional amendments COMPILED BY ALI LINAN

How to use new 
voting machines
The Travis County commissioners approved 
purchasing new voting machines for $4.41 million 
during their April 30 meeting. 

The new machines move away from paperless 
machines to a system in which voters print their 
ballots on one machine and walk to a second 
machine that will tabulate results. 

Here is how to use the new voting machines.

Step 1: check in
At check -in, you will receive a blank ballot.

Step 2: vote
Insert the blank ballot into an ExpressVote 
machine and make your selections.

SOURCE: TRAVIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Step 4: scan
Walk over to the DS200 scanner and insert your 
marked ballot into the machine. Do not leave the 
polling location with your ballot.

Step 3: review
When prompted, print your ballot and review all 
of your selections on the printed card.
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CONTINUED FROM 1

G O V E R N M E N T

1992

64%
1968

43%

Should the city 
prohibit housing 
discrimination?

1982

37%

Can someone deny 
housing based on 

sexuality?

1975

51%

Should the city 
regulate bar 

hours?

Save Our Springs 
ordinance

1997

72%

Should the city 
regulate political 

fundraising? 

2004

58%

Establish collective 
bargaining for 

fi refi ghters?

2005

51%

Expand ban 
on smoking in 

public?

by the people

The questions were not brought to vot-
ers by the city government. Rather, they 
were brought by the roughly 3% of Austini-
tes who wrote, canvassed for and signed a 
pair of petitions through a civic process 
known as citizen initiative—a process 
which some defend as democracy in its 
purest form, while others cry foul, saying 
it damages the democratic process. Aus-
tin’s Proposition A will ask voters whether 
they want the right to vote before the city 
sells or leases any city-owned land for a 
sports or entertainment use. The petition 
that put it on the ballot began circulating 
as the city � nalized a deal for a new Major 
League Soccer stadium at the tail end of 
2018; however, legal experts have said 
the election would have no impact on the 
Austin FC stadium, which broke ground 
in North Austin in September. The main 
� nancier behind the ballot campaign, 
Austin Bold owner Bobby Epstein, has 
since dropped his support.

The city’s Proposition B, sparked by 
City Council’s May decision to explore 
a $1.3 billion expansion of the Austin 
Convention Center, asks voters whether 
they want the right to vote on convention 
center expansions costing more than $20 
million. It also proposes the city recalcu-
late how it spends its hotel tax revenue, 
70% of which is currently spent on con-
vention center operations and debt from 
previous expansions.

Such citizen-initiated ordinances are 
not new nor unique in Texas. Most of the 
state’s 400 home-rule cities o� er the tool 
to their citizenry, and election records 
show Austinites have taken petitions 
to the ballot for more than � ve decades. 
However, there has been a recent uptick 
in their use in Austin and other home-rule 
cities. This year’s election includes the 
fourth and � � h citizen initiative to make it 
to the ballot since 2016—election records 
show from 1992 to 2015, the city only saw 
eight. Some attribute this to a 2012 law 
change in which Austin decreased the 
number of signatures a petition needs to 

earn a place on the ballot from 10% of 
the electorate down to the smaller of 5% 
or 20,000 signatures—the lowest of any 
major Texas city.

Some praise initiatives as crucial to 
check the power of government; others 
criticize them for working to subvert the 
city’s system of representative democracy. 

A TOOL OR A WEAPON?

Citizen initiatives allow voters to pass 
laws without City Council consent. A 
group can dra�  a new ordinance, put it 
on a petition and canvass signatures. If 
the petition garners enough signatures to 
meet the city’s threshold, City Council can 
adopt the petition into law as written, or 
send it to the voters on the next available 
election date.

Local attorney Fred Lewis, who has 
led multiple citizen initiatives during 
his more than 40-year tenure as an Aus-
tinite—including 2017’s petition � ghting 
City Council’s land-development code 
rewrite process and this year’s conven-
tion center question—said petitions 
are a safety valve when representative 
democracy “doesn’t function well.” He 
said, just like representative democracy, 
the petition process is essential but not 
perfect and could be wielded with good 
and bad intention.

“You get initiatives when the City Coun-
cil is out of touch,” Lewis said. “You don’t 
always have them. You get them when 
they’re not listening. This council is not 
listening. They are not very deliberative, 
and they do not really listen to the pub-
lic—they make up their mind and do what 
they want to do.”

When the community voted to transi-
tion Austin’s governing philosophy from 
an at-large system—everyone in the city 
votes for the mayor and each City Council 
member—to the current 10-1 system—10 
council members are elected by geograph-
ical districts and the entire city elects the 
mayor—some, like local community activ-
ist Julio Gonzalez Altamirano, warned 
that the power brokers in the at-large 

 Some believe nothing is more democratic than taking an issue straight to 
the voters. However, in off-year elections such as November 2019, turnout is 

typically under 12%, meaning a small portion of voters may decide some highly 
consequential issues, which others say hurts the democratic process.

process?
A  T R U E

AUSTIN VOTER TURNOUT SINCE 2000

EVEN-YEAR NOVEMBER 
ELECTIONS

ALL OTHER 
ELECTIONS

51% 11.8%
Voter turnout Voter turnout

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
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Since 2000 Voter turnout in city elections is typically higher when there are federal 
candidates for congress, senate or president at the top of the ballot in even-numbered 

November elections. Austin can call special elections in either May or November. 
Through 2012, the city held its mayoral and council elections in May before switching 

to November in 2014. The chart does not include runoff elections.

Election took place in November Election took place in May

First City Council election since city voted 
to move City Council elections from May 
to November to increase voter turnout



Please mention this ad when calling to schedule appointment.   austinmanualtherapy.com

No pills. No injections. Just relief.
Sports Medicine  |  Manual Therapy  |  Post Surgical Rehab You can now access a 

Physical Therapist 
without having to fi rst 

see a physician!

3508 Far West 
Blvd, Ste. 240
512-832-9411

210 Barton 
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For complete election coverage,
go to communityimpact.com/vote.

2006

24%

Create an 
electronic city data 

system?

2008

48%

Prohibit city from 
subsidizing retail 
like The Domain?

2016

44.3%

 Stop requiring 
fi ngerprinting 
for ride-share 

drivers?

2018

48.1%

Should citizens 
vote on land code 

rewrites?

2018

42.4%

Should the 
city undergo a 
fi nancial audit?

2006

31%

Expand use 
restrictions in Barton 

Springs zone?

2012

60.2%

Elect City Council 
from geographical 

districts?

Between 1968 and 2018, Austinites voted on 14 citizen-initiated ordinances that reached the ballot through the petition process. 
Voters have rejected eight and approved six citizen-initiated laws. Percentages indicate voters who favored passage of the ordinance.

system would use more citizen initiatives 
a� er the transition to continue pushing 
their own agenda.

“What’s happening here in Austin 
is much more tactical; it’s basically lit-
igation,” Gonzalez Altamirano said. 
“It’s just another means of getting your 
way—if you have the resources, time 
and sanity to do it.”

Ironically, the 2012 ballot proposition 
to adopt the 10-1 system was brought by 
citizen-initiated petition, an e� ort led 
by Lewis. It was the same election when 
Austinites voted to lower the signature 
threshold to the smaller of 5% of regis-
tered voters or 20,000 valid signatures. 
The last time 5% of registered voters fell 
under 20,000 was in 1997, according to 
election records.

The Texas Municipal League, a cities’ 
rights organization, published a report 
on citizen initiatives ahead of 2019’s 86th 
Texas legislative session and warned of 
its vulnerabilities to well-funded special 
interests. The report said since cities are 
prohibited from spending public funds 
to advocate for or against ballot propo-
sitions, voters will likely “hear only the 
loudest voice on a given proposition” 
leading up to an election.

In 2016, special interests—Uber 
and Ly� —successfully funded a peti-
tion campaign to ask voters whether 

Austin should repeal a new law 
that required drivers for 
ride-hailing companies 
to undergo a � n-
gerprinting back-
ground check. 
Voters rejected 
the proposal 
and the com-
panies le�  in 
protest until the 
Texas Legislature 
brought them back 
in 2017, overriding 
Austin’s ordinance.

A GOVERNMENT BY TOO FEW?

Austin Mayor Steve Adler said citizen 
initiatives have a place in democracy and 
agreed that there are some “global policy 
issues”—he referenced 10-1 and 1992’s 
Save Our Springs ordinance that blocked 
development inside the Barton Springs 
Zone—that are more appropriate for a 
citywide vote. However, he said issues 
that are overwhelmingly supported by 
council should be le�  at the dais.

“If people don’t like what a [unani-
mously voting] City Council is doing, 
they should just vote them out of o�  ce, 
as opposed to doing this kind of alterna-
tive,” Adler said. “What could be more 
pure than a vote? I understand that at a 

theoretical level, but in a practical 
sense, it’s less democratic.”

The mayor said he was 
especially concerned 

because voter turn-
out su� ers in o� -
year elections, such 
as this upcoming 
one, from the lack 
of marquee races. 
Since 2000, elec-

tion records show 
Austin’s turnout in 

even-year November 
elections is 51%, while 

all other elections produced 
an 11.8% turnout. Election records also 
show, historically, West Austin turns out 
at a higher rate than East Austin, which 
was central to the inspiration behind 10-1.

“Now we’re going back to a vote where 
all parts of the city don’t have equal 
power,” Adler said. “Di� erent parts of the 
city will vote at higher percentages than 
others. So, the people who have an equal 
vote when the council votes will not have 
an equal vote in this election. Just having 
an election isn’t the determining factor on 
whether something is democratic or not.”

Lewis contended that the advantage in 
o� -year elections is that the ballots only 
contain a few questions and allow voters 
to focus almost exclusively on the local 

issues instead of voters coming to ballots 
for statewide or national elections and 
casting an uneducated vote in the local 
races. Lewis also said state law requires 
valid petitions not adopted by City Coun-
cil to be placed on ballots as soon as pos-
sible, and there was no plan for the vote  
to be in an o� -year ballot.

Although the signature threshold for 
citizen initiatives was lowered in 2012, 
there have been conversations in City Hall 
around increasing it again. Adler said the 
soonest the city could amend its charter 
and change the threshold is 2021. 

District 9 Council Member Kathie Tovo 
strongly supports the initiative process 
but said increasing the threshold is a 
“conversation worth having.” However, 
she emphasized voters, not petition sig-
natures, decide an election. 

“And we need to do everything we can 
to increase the number of people voting in 
all of our elections,” Tovo said. 

Lewis acknowledged the process’s lim-
itations but defended its place in a demo-
cratic society.

“The petition process isn’t perfect; 
representative democracy isn’t perfect,” 
Lewis said. “But is anything human 
really perfect?”
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A COMMON PRACTICE
Citizen-initiated ordinances have 
become more frequent recently.

KE Y Citizen-initiated ordinance failed
Citizen-initiated ordinance passed

1992-2015
8 petitions in 24 years

2016-2019
5 petitions in 4 years



Creating smiles. Changing lives. 
Est. 1995

6211 West William Cannon, Austin, TX 78749

Take advantage of your expiring benefi ts before the end of the year. 
We accept most major insurance plans.

NEW Patient Special
includes exams, x-rays, and cleanings.

512-456-9522 or
www.rosedental.net

To schedulean appointment, 
contact us at:$99

Don’t have insurance?
Take advantage of our

WE CARE FOR LIFE
• Pediatric medicine
• Family medicine
• Internal medicine
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• Same day availability
• Pediatric walk-in clinic
• Weekend and extended
   hours at select locations
• Book appointments and   
   manage your health       
   anywhere, anytime with 
   our new patient portal

For more information visit www.pfpdocs.com

Dripping Springs
170 Benney Ln, Ste 200
Dripping Springs, Texas 78620
(512) 858-2997

1 Bee Cave
12600 Hill Country Blvd, Ste R-103
Austin, Texas 78738
(512) 358-8180

2

4 Southwest Medical Village
5625 Eiger Rd, Ste 200
Austin, Texas 78735
(512) 892-7076

3 Westlake
912 S Capital of Texas Hwy, Ste 100
Austin, Texas 78746
(512) 306-8360

5 Lakeway   Now Open! 
101 Medical Parkway, Ste 210
Lakeway, Texas 78738
(512) 814-1984

YOUR FAMILY.  OUR TEAM.  GOOD HEALTH.

We are excited to introduce Dr. Alen Ajanovic, 
our newest physician at our Southwest 

Medical Village location!

Alen Ajanovic, MD
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@drsteve_arc_dermatology@StevenERasmussenMD

ARC Southwest  
Dermatology

1807 W Slaughter Lane
Suite 490 

Austin, TX 78748

512-292-5182
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Chemical Peels
Revitalize & Resurface your skin

ARCcosmeticderm.com

 — ARC Cosmetic Dermatology —

Austin Barbell

275 Lotus Circle, Austin

512-522-7287

www.austinbarbell.com

Hours: Wed.-Fri. 5-8 p.m.;
Sun. 10 a.m.-noon;
Mon. 5-8 p.m.;
closed Sat., Tue.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

 A thletes who are members of 
Austin Barbell are serious 

about competitive weightli� ing. 
Founder Robert Ronan said athletes 
at his gym will sometimes train for 
up to six months to participate in a 
single weightli� ing competition. 

“That’s six months of work for six 
minutes of competition,” he said. 

A former Olympic weightli� er, 
Ronan began his career as a trainer 
four years ago out of his garage. 
Adding athletes and other trainers 
over time, he o�  cially established 
the Austin Barbell club in early 2018 
and last September moved opera-
tions to the club’s current Southwest 
Austin space. 

Ronan and his team of coaches—
including former Belarusian 

Olympian Oleg Kechko—train 30 
athletes who come to the gym four 
days a week. Of those, he said about 
65% are women, and athletes range 
from 12-60 years of age. All athletes 
have a goal to compete, whether at a 
local, state or national level.  

Austin Barbell specializes in 
Chinese weightli� ing techniques. 
Ronan said he visits China annually 
to tour gyms, to learn new methods 
and to bring back specialized equip-
ment to Austin. Because of this, he 
said his athletes get an attention to 
detail from trainers that is not usu-
ally available at larger gyms.

“We’re looking at fundamentals 
and individualize the program so 
its unique for everyone,” he said. 
“It’s a very di�  cult sport, and if 

you’re not doing right you could 
hurt yourself.”

Ronan said the gym has been 
slowly growing. He said he would 
like to see the gym move closer to 
downtown eventually; however, 
being away from the city has ben-
e� ts, other than the Hill Country 
views from the gym window. 

“[Being here] works like a � lter,” 
he said. “We don’t get a lot of 
people who are just interested in 
losing weight; they’re really into 
the sport.”

The gym’s current space also 
opens opportunities for Austin 
Barbell to host local competitions. 
Roman said that in April, Austin 
Barbell will host its � rst o�  cial 
event, the Austin Championships.

BY NICHOLAS CICALEAustin Barbell
Southwest Austin weightlifting gym and club gets on the map

WHAT IS OLYMPIC WEIGHTLIFTING?

Weightlifting was introduced as an Olympic sport in 
1896, while the women’s event began in 2000. The 
sport consists of two events with different lift tech-
niques—the snatch and the clean and jerk—in which 
athletes attempt to lift the highest weight they can. 

“They’re moving hundreds of 
pounds,” Austin Barbell founder 
Robert Ronan said. “You have 
to have the fl exibility of a 
gymnast, the grace of a dancer. 
There are fundamentals you 
need to move weight properly.”

LOTUS CIR.

KALINDI RD.

NUTTY 
BROWN RD.

1826

Austin Barbell currently has about 30 members, 65% of which are women.

Assistant coach Renee Castro completes a set at the gym.

Founder Robert Ronan (right) gives feedback to Abhijit 
Brahme after a set. 

SOURCE: USA WEIGHTLIFTING/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at 
Baylor Scott & White Institute for Rehabilitation and are neither employees nor agents of Baylor Scott & White Institute for Rehabilitation, Baylor Health Care 
System, Scott & White Healthcare, Baylor Scott & White Health, Select Medical Corporation or any of their subsidiaries or affiliates. Baylor Scott & White 
Institute for Rehabilitation is part of a comprehensive inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation network formed through a joint venture between Baylor Institute 
for Rehabilitation at Gaston Episcopal Hospital and Select Physical Therapy Texas Limited Partnership BIR JV, LLP, ©2019 BIR JV, LLP. BSWREHAB_126_2019 KCG

• Physical therapy
• Occupational therapy 
• Sports medicine 
• Work injuries 
• Balance disorders 
• Neck and back rehab

Austin • Buda • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Kyle • Lakeway
Leander • Onion Creek • Pflugerville • Round Rock

BSWRehab.com/Outpatient
888.722.9567 Appointments

Stay away from

downed 
lines!

Downed power lines can carry an electric current 
strong enough to cause serious injury or death. 

Knowing what to do if you encounter one could 
save your life.

Learn more at pec.coop/safety.

Goodnight Duplexes & Townhomes
5901-B Charles Merle Drive
512.467.4335 | goodnight@homesbyavi.com

Whisper Valley
16520 Moonlit Path Manor
512.766.2692 | whispervalley@homesbyavi.com

STARTING IN THE $200s

Don’t miss our grand opening this fall!

UNPACK

MOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMESMOVE IN READY HOMES

ENJOYENJOYENJOY
&
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From reporting park maintenance
and traffic signal timing 

to potholes and water waste

Call 3-1-1 or use the app

Owner Fabienne Bollom works in the 
café’s herb garden.
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Rolling in Thyme and Dough

333 W. Hwy. 290, Dripping Springs

512-894-0001

www.thymeanddough.com

Hours: Mon.-Wed., Fri. 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Thu. 6:30 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., closed Sun.

12

290

BLUFF ST.

MERCER ST.

HAYS ST.

DINING FEATURE

 F abienne Bollom is a long way from 
Belgium, the country of her birth 

and her source of pastry inspiration. 
A� er 14 years serving her homeland’s 
patisserie classics to Dripping Springs 
patrons, Bollom’s pastry menu at Roll-
ing in Thyme and Dough—called just 
“Thyme and Dough” by many regulars—
is also peppered with popular American 
treats, such as cinnamon rolls.

“I didn’t know what a cinnamon roll 
was when I opened,” Bollom said, “but I 
try to give people what they want.”

Before Bollom was serving up pastries, 
breads, breakfast and lunch, she and a 
friend partnered to sell fresh vegetables 
and herbs. Local demand encouraged 
Bollom to expand her o� erings, but fresh 
herbs and vegetables are still a big part of 
the menu, used in savory o� erings such 
as Fabienne’s Eggs, with greens, avocado 
and mascarpone cheese. Behind the 
cafe is the business’s own garden, where 
thyme, chard, kale, persimmons and 
many other fresh ingredients grow.

“Freshness is No. 1 here,” Bollom said. 
“That’s what attracts people.”

Furthermore, Bollom said her business 
gained respect from the community for 
its exclusive use of organic ingredients. 

Now, she said, she favors all-natural 
ingredients and has integrated a number 
of gluten-free, vegan and allergen-sensi-
tive items into the menu.

Bollom primarily shops from local 
farmers to obtain ingredients she cannot 
get from her own backyard. Local farm-
ers’ products are especially featured on 
Thursday Bistro Nights, when the store 
stays open for dinner and Bollom directs 
the kitchen in the preparation of a menu 
based on seasonal produce she pur-
chases the evening prior.

Preparing food with this much care, 
Bollom said, is a labor of love. 

“It’s basically cooking with joy. Joy 
and love. That’s my two big words, and 
everybody that works here knows that,” 
she said.

These days, she shares that lifelong 
love of cooking with her son, Jerome 
Bollom, who is now her business partner. 
Fabienne said that while the lines that 
pile up from the brunch crowd on Sat-
urdays are satisfying, sharing her work 
with Jerome makes it that much better.

As for the brunchers standing in line, 
she said, the menu is worth the wait.

“It’s fresh food, not fast food,” Bollom 
said.

BY OLIVIA ALDRIDGE

Rolling in Thyme and Dough
Cafe blends new favorites and Belgian classics

Fabienne Bollom, owner of Rolling in Thyme and Dough, said she fi nds 
her business’s name as funny as her patrons do.

Bollom knew she wanted to incorporate herbs and pastry into her 
business’s name, but she originally went to register her business 
under a different name. At the registration offi ce, a staff worker 
casually suggested “Rolling in Thyme and Dough.” Bollom loved the 
puns, and the rest was history.
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Rolling in Thyme and Dough serves a variety of pastries, including gluten-free (GF) options. 

The Belgian waffl e is a popular menu item, 
according to owner Fabienne Bollom.

Fabienne’s Eggs is one of the cafe’s 
savory specials.

Agave strudel

Apple 
turnover

Cranberry 
macaroon (GF)

Lavender 
brownie (GF)

Classic latteFrench lavender 
macaron (GF)

N

WHAT’S IN A NAME?



www.sstx.org /admission  •  512-327-1213 ext. 210  •  admission@sstx.org

Discovery Weekend & Open House for Admission    |    Dec. 6-9

Discovery Weekend, Dec. 6-9
Campus visits for prospective boarding students. Financial aid workshop.

Sporting events and athletic competitions.
Fine arts performances. SSAT testing. 

Open House for Admission, Dec. 8, 1:30 p.m.
Experience our inspiring classroom environment. Attend athletics, 

fine arts and community service sessions. Meet coaches and instructors. 
Learn about the admission process.

These events are designed for prospective boarding 
and day students, grades 4 and above. 

To learn more and register, visit www.sstx.org/open-house.

Learn More. 
Live More. 
Become More.

OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD ADVENTURE

LASER TAG • BIRTHDAYS • ARCADE • SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS  
CORPORATE EVENTS • BYOB

512.462.0202 • BLAZERTAG.COM • 1701 W. BEN WHITE BLVD. 78704

Buy a Nitro Special for $28.95 and get a 
FREE BLAZER TAG T-SHIRT! 

(2 games of laser tag, 2 slices of pizza, a fountain drink and T-Shirt. Retail Value of $42.) 
Must present coupon. Limit one (1) coupon per guest.  Coupon may not be reproduced. Coupon code - 78100
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HOURS: M-F 9am-5pm 
(512) 292-0999 
Toll Free 1-888-464-FLAG

www.austinflag.com

US, Texas & Custom Flags • Flagpoles • Installation & 
Repair • All flags made in the USA.

Since 1986

LARGEST INVENTORY OF 
FLAGS AND FLAGPOLES 
IN CENTRAL TEXAS!

W
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I-35

W. William Cannon Dr.

MoPac

8407 South First Street 
Austin, TX 78748

10% veterans discount on US flags

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

DON’T 
LET THE 

CRITTERS 
SPOOK YOU!

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Up to $150 in savings.
Must present coupon.
Valid for cash or check 

payments only.
Expires 11/30/19

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation
HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

O
F
F5%
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BUSINESS FEATURE

“I have had so many regulars from 
day one. They think of me if they need 
a gi�  or if they’re having people over,” 
Barnes said. “I think that’s been the key 
to success, being in this neighborhood 
with these people.”
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Frond
 CENTRAL AUSTIN  Before Sara Barnes 
opened Frond, she had a vision in 
mind for her business, right down to 
the name, the look of the space and the 
design. 

Barnes grew up in an artistic family. 
Her parents run a design-build � rm, and 
she knew that plants would be the way 
she could share her own eye for design 
with the community. 

When she and her husband, Matt, 
were driving around the South First 
Street neighborhood, they saw a “For 
lease” sign in a window on Mary Street. 
Barnes called the number and soon 
signed a one-year lease for the spot. She 
said she was still setting up the cash 
register when Frond opened in summer 
2016. 

This summer, the plant shop cele-
brated its three-year anniversary. Barnes 
said on the day she drove by, she knew 
the space would work and the condi-
tions were right, but she could not have 
predicted that the local neighborhood 
would be such a critical piece of her 
success. 

FULL STORY BY JACK FLAGLER

BUSINESS FEATURE

When Elaine parted ways with her 
job at a semiconductor company, she 
realized she wanted to spend more 
time with her small children. Hardy, 
who had been building kennels for 
bird dogs in addition to his work in 
commercial real estate, suggested 
starting a kennel.

And though it was totally new to 
the Purvis family, they went forward, 
� nding a large property in Buda with a 
home built in 1912.
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 BUDA  When Elaine Purvis went from 
working in the corporate world to own-
ing a kennel in Buda, she said she was 
surprised by her customers.

“My customers are the happiest peo-
ple,” she said. “It’s not like any job I’ve 
had. People walk through my door, and 
99% of the time they’re happy.”

Big Oaks o� ers day care, boarding, 
grooming and a membership-based 
dog park, but it was training that 
� rst got Elaine and Hardy Purvis 
into the dog business. In the 1990s, 
the couple invested in six bird dogs 
that, it turned out, needed a lot of 
instruction.

“[Hardy] started training [them], and 
he didn’t know it, but he really liked it,” 
Elaine said.

Big Oaks Kennel & Dog Park Co.

FULL STORY BY KATHARINE JOSE

Frond

507 W. Mary St., Ste. A, Austin

512-531-9755

www.frondaustin.com

Big Oaks Kennel & Dog Park Co.

500 Loop St., Buda

512-312-0235

www.bigoakskennel.com
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Voters to decide on future
groundwater conservation 
in southwest Travis County
BY NICHOLAS CICALE AND AMY RAE DADAMO

The Trinity Aquifer is the sole source of water for 
thousands of domestic, commercial and ranching 
wells across the Hill Country and, according to geol-
ogist Juli Hennings, it is also one of the most stressed 
aquifers in the state of Texas.  

Hennings is a volunteer director representing West 
Lake Hills in the Southwestern Travis County Ground-
water Conservation District. The district—if approved 
by the majority of local voters Nov. 5—would aim to 
protect the overall health of the Trinity Aquifer in 
southwestern Travis County. The district’s board of 
directors includes four representatives from unincor-
perated areas of Travis County and Southwest Austin, 
as well as one member from each of the city of West 
Lake Hills, the city of Bee Cave, and the Lakeway/Vil-
lage of the Hills area.  

While numerous conservation districts protect sec-
tions of the Trinity, the SWTCGCD would oversee the 
last unregulated pocket of the aquifer. If established 
through the election, the group can begin to assess 
and protect the health of its section of the aquifer by 
utilizing monitoring wells; establishing well-spacing 
requirements; preventing water contamination; and 
minimizing  excessive pumping through use, and con-
sumption fees that would be placed on some of the 
district’s heaviest users. 

The formation of a conservation district would be 
able to provide the community with a higher degree 
of groundwater standards as well as a better under-
standing of the resource, according to Brian Hunt, a 
senior hydrogeologist for the Barton Springs Edwards 
Aquifer Conservation District.

EVALUATING THE NEED

Groundwater conservation districts are established 
to protect the health of the state’s aquifers by monitor-
ing water use, promoting conservation and educating 
the public about groundwater.

Texas law states that while surface water belongs 
to the state, groundwater belongs to the landowners 
above it. Conservation districts are put in place to 
monitor water use in areas that could be sensitive to 
over-pumping. 

Information provided by the potential conservation 
district states it would manage a section of south-
western Travis County that has been the site of large 
developments and signi� cant annual population 
growth. Since 2002, about 100 new wells have been 
constructed in the area annually, which Hennings 
said has led to increased use of groundwater.

Linda Kaye Rogers, president of the Hays Trinity 
Groundwater Conservation District, which shares 
SWTCGCD’s southern border, said the impacts of 
increased groundwater use in southwest Travis County 
have been felt in other areas of the Hill Country. 

“The aquifer doesn’t know anything about that 
county line [that divides the conservation districts],” 

she said. “What happens up [in Travis County] has 
an impact on everybody down below because of how 
the aquifer � ows. We’ve seen over the years increased 
pumping in that area is having a negative impact on 
our people.”

Rick Scadden, the SWTCGCD’s Bee Cave representa-
tive and president of the district’s board of directors, 
said a depleted groundwater supply has the potential 
to impact an entire community, even those individuals 
who rely on surface water. A severe drop in the Trini-
ty’s water supply could negatively impact local prop-
erty values, the ability to � ght � res and the overall way 
of life in the Hill Country.

DISTRICT DETAILS

Hennings said the conservation district’s goal is to 
maintain a balance between protecting the rights of 
private landowners and the responsibility to protect 
the water supply for the future, emphasizing that 
groundwater is not an in� nite resource.

While the district would research and evaluate 

groundwater use across its 215-square-mile area, 
it would be funded through fees only placed on 
around 85 of the more than 1,700 wells it would over-
see, according to the district based on a 2016 Travis 
County study.

The study states these “nonexempt” wells—which 
represent about 5% of those in the district and are 
capable of pumping more than 10,000 gallons per 
day—account for an estimated 71% of the district’s 
groundwater consumption.

Based on legislation establishing the SWTCGCD, 
maximum fees for nonexempt wells could include 
a $1,000 new well construction fee; a $400 renewal 
fee; a $1,000 water utility connection fee; and a fee 
of $0.20 per 1,000 gallons used. Exact fees would be 
established by the district if con� rmed in the election. 

Exempt wells—those that would not be subject to 
fees—include domestic, irrigation and agricultural 
wells capable of producing less than 10,000 gallons 
daily, as well as certain wells capable of producing 
less than 25,000 gallons per day. 

OF 1,700 WELLS

According to a 2016 study by Travis County,  the bulk of annual groundwater production within the 
district is drawn from commercial wells that would be classifi ed as nonexempt and subject to fees. 
Left unchecked, the SWTCGCD projects unregulated pumping could result in falling groundwater 
levels and failing domestic wells in the future.

ARE NONEXEMPT*

justifying THE DISTRICT

Maximum $400 renewal fee

Maximum $1,000 water utility connection fee 

Maximum $0.20 fee per 1,000 gallons

Maximum $1,000 new well construction fee

FUNDING the district
71%

OF GROUNDWATER 
USED.

NONEXEMPT 
WELLS PRODUCE 
APPROXIMATELY

29%
OF GROUNDWATER 

USED. 

EXEMPT 
WELLS PRODUCE 
APPROXIMATELY

Funding for the SWTCGCD will rely on its nonexempt 
wells contributing to a fee system. Wells exempt from 
fees include single household wells on less than 10 
acres of land that cannot produce more than 10,000 
gallons per day, as well as domestic and livestock/
poultry  wells on more than 10 acres that cannot pro-
duce more than 25,000 gallons per day.

*DATA FROM TRAVIS COUNTY  DOES NOT TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT WELLS BUILT AFTER 2016.
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    For more information visit  communityimpact.com.

Though certain groundwater districts have the abil-
ity to implement taxes, the district’s Enabling Legisla-
tion prevents the SWTCGCD from doing so, according 
to Scadden.

“Groundwater districts help equalize the ability for 
people to have water,” Rogers said. “For most private 
wells, the district will have no authority over those, 
but any [non-exempt] wells will be in oversight and 
managed by the district.” 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

Although a large portion of residents within the dis-
trict use surface water, the formation of the SWTCGCD 
has gained the support of some local o�  cials. 

West Lake Hills Mayor Linda Anthony, Lakeway 
Mayor Sandy Cox and Bee Cave Mayor Monty Parker 
have all supported the district’s creation in recent 
months, with some entities passing o�  cial resolu-
tions of support. 

Neighboring districts including the Hays Trinity 
Groundwater Concervation District—which represents 
areas including Dripping Springs—and the Barton 
Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation District in South 
Austin have also supported the SWTCGCD’s formation. 

For areas of southwestern Travis County that do rely 
on groundwater, protecting that resource is a large 
concern, according to Hamilton Pool Road resident 
Carrie Jones. 

“We are concerned about the number of new subdi-
visions popping up and the need for more groundwa-
ter used to supply them,” Jones said, adding that she 
would like to see more regulation and enforcement 
across the state beyond a conservation district. 

However, others in the community, including Bee 
Cave City Council Member Jon Cobb, believe con-
servation districts do little to actually save water. He 
said di� erences in regulations from district to district 
unfairly target certain property owners.  

“The aquifer that they’re trying to protect doesn’t 
stop at the Travis County line, but their ability to regu-
late it does,” Cobb told Community Impact Newspaper. 

“If we’re going to regulate groundwater, it makes no 
sense to do it on a local level. It makes sense to do it 
on a state level.” 

Cobb also said he believes conservation districts 
o� er little protection for individual property own-
ers. If a property owner disagrees with a fee being 
implemented on his or her land, Cobb said that resi-
dent would have little hope in defending themselves 
against an entity with more resources. 

Although the district may not cover the entire aqui-
fer, Hunt said di� erent sections of the aquifer require 
di� erent approaches to groundwater management. For 
example, the section of the Trinity Aquifer in southwest-
ern Travis County has a slower recharge rate than the 
Trinity section within central Hays County, he said. 

MOVING FORWARD 

With the November election on the horizon, Rogers 

said she feels that those running the SWTCGCD are in 
a good position to implement useful regulations if the 
district gets con� rmed by voters. 

“It’ll take some time, and it’ll take some money [to 
get started], but the board knows what they need to do 
and how to do it,” she said. 

As the election approaches, the SWTCGCD is 
emphasizing community outreach, according to Hen-
nings. Board members have appeared before various 
city councils, Travis County Commissioners Court and 
at neighborhood events promoting the district.  

“I really pray that people will understand that they 
need this district if they want to have water in another 
� ve to 10 years. If somebody doesn’t start managing it, 
it’s going to be gone,” Rogers said.
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justifying THE DISTRICT
The population and number of households 
in southwestern Travis County have doubled 
over the past 17 years, and well drilling has 
accelerated, according to the SWTCGCD. The 
population in this pocket of Travis County has 
increased 3%-4% annually, and 2,009 wells 
have been built since 2002.
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Feb. 1990:
Southwestern 
Travis County 
is identifi ed 
within the Hill 
Country PGMA

1990 2013 2017 2018 2019

March 2013: Former Rep. 
Paul Workman, R-Ausin, 
introduces legislation to 
establish the SWTCGCD 
for the fi rst time. Four dis-
tricts were created within 
the Hill Country PGMA 
from 1990-2013

June 2017: 
After a failed 
third attempt 
the SWTCGCD 
was approved 
during the 85th 
Legislature

Jan. 2018: 
The SWTC-
GCD board 
meets for fi rst 
time 

March 2018: 
May confi rma-
tion election 
postponed due 
to lack of fund-
ing and time 
for community 
outreach 

Sept. 2019: 
District calls 
for a confi rma-
tion election 
on Nov. 5, 
2019

It has been 29 years since southwestern Travis County was identifi ed within the Hill 
Country Priority Groundwater Management Area. According to the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality, land within a PGMA is in need of protection.

73.34%
THE INCREASE IN ANNUAL 

WELL CONSTRUCTION WITHIN 
SOUTHWESTERN TRAVIS COUNTY 

OVER A SEVEN-YEAR SPAN

a slow

SOURCES: SWTCGCD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

STREAM:
A  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  D I S T R I C T

2019*2019*20182018

2018 2019

TOTAL WELLS
72

TOTAL WELLS
1,159

TOTAL WELLS
2,009

*AS OF 
APRIL 
2019
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to Community Impact Newspaper.
In the city proper, Dripping Springs 

sta�  have more regulatory power and 
are able to enforce zoning and city 
lighting ordinances, for example. In 
the ETJ, the city only has oversight 
of property subdivision, signage, 
water-quality and city site-develop-
ment ordinances, according to city 
Planning Director Jason Lutz.

In many cases, developers’ mutual 
interests with the city have led to their 
voluntary entrance into development 
agreements that give the city more con-
trol. Such agreements have fostered some 
of the largest ETJ developments in recent 
years, including the Caliterra residential 
community. Others, such as the Headwa-
ters residential community, entered into 
development agreements and ultimately 
pursued annexation into the city.

In other instances, the city and devel-
opers wrestle over what is allowed, such 
as in the much-publicized case of Black 
Ranch, the Dri� wood wedding venue 
development backed by Mark Black, of 
the Terry Black’s Barbecue family. A� er a 
nearly two-year saga that has brought the 
city, the developer and neighbors in con-
� ict, the development is moving forward.

THE HISTORY OF THE ETJ

Dripping Springs’ ETJ is unusually 
large compared to other cities’ in Central 
Texas, with over four times the area of the 
city. In contrast, Austin’s ETJ is smaller 
than Austin city proper. 

By Texas state ordinance, ETJs for cities 
of Dripping Springs’ size extend a half a 
mile beyond the city limits. However, Drip-
ping Springs’ ETJ bloomed beyond those 
constraints in the 1980s, when landowners 
petitioned to join the Dripping Springs ETJ 
rather than be annexed into Austin’s when 
Austin moved to shi�  its boundaries toward 

CONTINUED FROM 1

more complicated, as evidenced by Mark 
Black’s presence at an Oct. 8 Dripping 
Springs City Council meeting to seek a 
refund of over $12,800 in fees, most of 
which he said he paid under protest.

 Since City Council voted to issue Black’s 
permit in March 2018, numerous compli-
cations have played out before council. 
In June of this year, the city issued a stop 
work order a� er groundwork on Black’s 
development showed diversions from the 
site permit. Black had to resubmit plans 
in order to reconvene construction.

Black Ranch was shrouded in contro-
versy from the start. In 2017, Black � led 
a site plan application with the city of 
Dripping Springs for a 300-person wed-
ding venue at 130 W. Concord Circle, Dri� -
wood, a 64-acre property owned by the 
Blacks. To Black, Dri� wood seemed like 
an ideal spot for a wedding venue. 

“The area itself is kind of like the begin-
ning of the Hill Country, where all the 
natural beauty starts to show,” Black told 
Community Impact Newspaper. 

But some neighbors felt concern about 
the capacity of FM 1826 to handle tra�  c 
from Black Ranch, and environmental 
groups fretted that the venue, located 
in the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone, 

would negatively a� ect groundwater. 
For instance, local environmental advo-

cacy group The Friendship Alliance sup-
ported a neighborhood complaint about 
the development to the United States Fish 
& Wildlife Service regarding the presence 
of the endangered golden-cheeked war-
bler on Black’s property, and criticized 
Black for allowing runo�  into a nearby 
creek—which resulted in sanctions from 
the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality earlier this year.

“Two times Mark Black has polluted 
the creek,” Carlos Torres-Verdin, pres-
ident of The Friendship Alliance and 
Black Ranch neighbor, told Community 
Impact Newspaper. “We are at the mercy 
of a developer who doesn’t care about the 
neighborhood, and he is abetted by the 
rules of the ETJ.”

The con� ict came to a head this spring, 
when neighbors observed that ground-
work for the project did not match up with 
permitted site plans, which ultimately led 
to the stop work order.

Lutz said such an event in and of itself 
is not uncommon; the city issues stop 
work orders “once or twice per month.”

What caused the stop work order in 
Black Ranch’s case, according to Lutz, 

N
Map not 
to scale

Dripping Springs’ extraterritorial jurisdiction was expanded in the 1980s at 
the behest of landowners who wished to avoid annexation into Austin’s ETJ. 
While the city of Austin’s ETJ is still objectively larger, Dripping Springs’ ETJ is 
proportionally much larger than its city proper as a result of the 1980s additions.

An extraterritorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, is an unincorporated 
area of land beyond the city limits.

SOURCE: TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A city can annex its ETJ for two reasons:
• To control development
• To expand its tax base

A city has limited oversight in its ETJ.
• Roads are maintained by the county.
• It cannot enforce most development regulations.

The size of a city’s ETJ is usually determined by the 
city’s number of inhabitants.

The Dripping Springs ETJ is proportion-
ally much larger in relation to Dripping 
Springs than Austin’s ETJ is to Austin. The 
following graph shows the difference in 
size between each city’s ETJ and city limits.

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER * Approximate

D r i p p i ng 
S p r i n g s , 
according 
to Dripping 
S p r i n g s 
city docu-
ments. 

“I am 
proud of 
the fact [that] 
the overwhelm-
ing majority of 
the property located 
in our ETJ is there by 
choice—property own-
ers chose to annex into our 
ETJ,” Purcell said.

The result was the creation of a massive 
ETJ, with some gaps in the map where 
landowners chose to remain unincorpo-
rated. According to the city, many of those 
gaps are � lling in as the city limits expand 
through annexation and the baseline 
half-mile radius of ETJ does, too. 

The 1980s deal allowed the small city 
of Dripping Springs—which encompassed 
less than 2,000 residents in the 2010 cen-
sus—to grow its in� uence, but it also le�  a 
small city sta�  to address development in 
the much larger ETJ, home to over 30,000 
residents, according to city documents.

Those residents sometimes take issue 
with development on neighboring land, 
but the city has little ability to block any 
particular variety of development, with 
no power over zoning outside the city lim-
its. For instance, the city had little room 
to respond to complaints from Dri� wood 
residents who neighbor Black Ranch.

STICKING POINTS

ETJ developments—such as Black 
Ranch—are subject to fewer city regu-
lations and free of architectural con-
trols, according to Lutz. At times, that 
makes coordinating with developers 

52.6%
326 sq. mi*

47.4%
294 sq. mi*

20%
3.9 sq. mi*

80%
15.6 sq. mi*

City ETJKEYKEY Developments

City area ETJKEY
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For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

was not the nature of the work being 
done, but the developer’s failure to alert 
the city that plans had changed.

“It is the responsibility of the developer 
to notify the city of any changes,” Lutz said.

THE FUTURE

Moving forward, the city has other 
developments to contend with—likely 
new projects yet to come, and others cur-
rently in the works, such as the Dri� wood 
Golf and Ranch Club o�  FM 150, which the 
project’s developer has said will open in 

2020. A new elementary school is planned 
for annexed land on Darden Hill Road, 
according to Dripping Springs ISD, and 
another potential school site has been 
arranged through land purchased from 
the Headwaters development. 

With a new census next year, the pop-
ulation of Dripping Springs could have 
signi� cance to the ETJ. If the city’s popu-
lation has grown to 5,000 or more, the ETJ 
will grow in areas by another half mile, 
based on Texas state ordinance.

As for Black, he has since resubmitted 

Developers in Dripping Springs’ extraterritorial jurisdiction have greater options and 
freedom than developers in the city limits but trade off the convenience of city services.

Black Ranch is considered a regular 
ETJ development. It was not entered 
into a voluntary development 
agreement with the city, so the city is 
limited in its purview. 

Developers in the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction can go traditional with 
few restrictions, opt for development 
agreements or pursue annexation into 
the city.

 Headwaters was originally located 
in the city’s ETJ, but much of the de-
velopment was annexed into the city 
at the petition of developers. Head-
waters now receives a full range of 
city services and is subject to all city 
development regulations.

Driftwood Golf and Ranch Club is 
located in Driftwood and the Dripping 
Springs ETJ and was developed under 
a development agreement with the 
city of Dripping Springs.
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From left: Attorney Kenneth Chaiken and 
owners Mike Black and Mark Black.

Headwaters residential features an ameni-
ties center as its central hub. 

The golf course at Driftwood Golf and 
Ranch Club is slated for a 2020 opening.

SOURCE: CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

plans, and the city has permitted work 
to recommence, but his � ght with the 
city over details and fees associated with 
the project continues. At the Oct. 8 coun-
cil meeting, Black’s attorney, Kenneth 
Chaiken, argued that the over $12,800 in 
fees were costs reaped by the city in the 
course of “drama [the city has] incurred 
and [its] sta�  has occurred on a regular 
basis” by responding to the intervention-
ist tactics of opposition groups.

Assistant City Attorney Laura Mueller 
said the fees should be considered “to the 
bene� t of a property owner,” but Purcell 
encouraged council to wait for clari� ca-
tion on the fees from City Engineer Chad 
Gilpin before deciding. Council voted to 

postpone the issue until a Nov. 12 meeting.
“This is an unusual thing all the way 

around,” Purcell said.
Torres-Verdin is not satis� ed either, 

and has said he and other neighbors are 
considering how to act next. Meanwhile, 
Black said he expects construction on the 
project to ramp up quickly, but otherwise 
remains tight-lipped, saying he anticipates 
being “involved in litigation” with the city. 

As to whether he thought his develop-
ment would be uncomplicated moving for-
ward, Black said, “We’ve hit so much red 
tape, I wouldn’t be surprised by anything.”

Property owners are 
not subject to Dripping 
Springs property taxes. 

Property owners do not 
receive city services, 
such as wastewater and 
road maintenance.

Developers are not required to fi le for 
building, plumbing or electrical permits 
and are not required to adhere to “archi-
tectural controls.”

Residents of the ETJ do not possess the 
same representation as city residents in 
Dripping Springs government and are in-
stead represented by county commissions.

The city of 
Dripping Springs 
does not have the 
full regulatory 
power in its 

extraterritorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, as it does within the city limits. The city is able to 
enforce the following regulations for developments in the city’s ETJ.

Subdivision—The city can regulate the subdivision of individual properties, such as 
with commercial or residential developments.

Signage—The city can regulate the size, location and variety of signage used by 
property owners in the ETJ.

Site-development ordinance—The city’s code of ordinances dictating rules for 
things such as criminal activity, fi re safety and sanitation applies to the ETJ.

Water-quality protection ordinance—The city can enforce its water-quality 
protection ordinance, which protects creeks and groundwater from pollution.

SOURCE: CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Health | Medicare | Small Group

Life | Long Term Care | Supplemental

Call or Text Now, the Service is 
Completely  FREE! 512-663-8196

Find the lowest rates anywhere 
for the plans we off er.

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an Insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Service and product 
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Randy Hsi
rhsi@healthmarkets.com • Licensed Insurance Agent
Agents may be compensated based on enrollment.

This holiday season,
feel good again.

Give to the
Central Texas Food Bank.
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Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com46



at Onion Creek | Memory Care 
Formerly, Silverado  

For more information or meet our team at: 
11330 Farrah Lane | Austin Tx 
https://aubergeonioncreek.com/

Back to Back Perfect Surveys!
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REAL ESTATE

RECENT PROPERTY LISTINGS

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78620 Chama Trace 466 Chama Trace 4br/3ba $625,000 3,009 Benee Arndt Realty Austin 512-669-2455

78735 Amarra Drive 4716 Peralta Lane 4br/5ba $3,050,000 4,967 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-448-4111

78735 Barton Creek North Rim 1404 Barton Creek Blvd. 4br/4ba $2,400,000 5,849 Carole Martin Kuper Sotheby's Int. Realty 512-633-5154

78736 Windmill Run 8505 Red Willow Drive 3br/2ba $300,000 1,500 Ricky Cain Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6643

78737 Heritage Oaks 7 Longwood Road 4br/2ba $523,500 1,952 Angie McDowell Realty Austin 512-632-3889

78737 Highpointe 317 Winecup Way 4br/4ba $409,900 3,236 Amy Paczosa Realty Austin 512-743-3667

78739 Circle C Ranch 6100 Back Bay Lane 4br/3ba $474,900 2,839 Monica Blackburn Blairfield Realty LLC 512-695-7881

78748 Reserve at Lynnbrook 2313 Yvette 4br/3ba $324,888 2,326 Ernie Hatton Compass RE Texas LLC 512-507-5142

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/18/19 and 10/20/19 were provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community 
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

HOMES SOLD  (SEPTEMBER 2019)

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 78620 78735 78736 78737 78739 78745 78747 78748 78749

$149,999 or less - - - - - 1/0 - - -

$150,000-$199,999 1/39 - - - - 2/85 1/4 - -

$200,000-$299,999 1/0 2/16 1/37 - - 9/36 22/21 37/18 7/30

$300,000-$399,999 2/26 3/23 4/19 5/31 1/1 48/22 7/100 37/35 16/11

$400,000-$499,999 12/162 2/63 4/78 18/68 16/20 14/29 1/6 10/30 22/32

$500,000-$599,999 11/50 5/6 4/13 10/88 15/26 6/35 1/29 2/18 1/7

$600,000-$799,999 2/54 7/17 1/3 11/55 4/51 1/47 - 2/75 1/324

$800,000-$999,999 5/37 2/74 1/1 1/32 2/36 - - - -

$1 million + 1/111 4/53 - 1/22 1/23 - - - -

MARKET DATA

Price 78620 78735 78736 78737 78739 78745 78747 78748 78749
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QUALITY SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

ALL OF OUR CLEANING SPECIALS INCLUDE DEEP CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING SPECIALS

WHOLE HOUSE

5 ROOMS CLEANED

WHOLE HOUSE

TILE & GROUT 
CLEANING

AIR DUCT CLEANING
WHOLE HOUSE

3 ROOMS CLEANED

SOFA & LOVESEAT 
COMBO

$145*

$119*

55% OFF $100 OFF

$85*

$125*
Now We Can Clean Your

Driveway, Patio & House Exterior

Up to 2,000 sq. ft. Homes Over 2,000 sq. ft. May Have Additional Charges. Stairs 
$25. We Move Most Furniture. FREE Deodorizer & Pre-Treatment Included

Average Room 
Size 15’ x 17’ 
We Move Most 
Furniture

Up to 3,000 sq. ft. 
Homes Over 3,000 sq. ft. 
May Have Additional Charges. 
Stairs $25. We Move Most Furniture.

Just $.45 per sq. ft.
(Reg. $.80)

Regularly $279, Now $179 for the fi rst eight 
vents. Each vent after eight is just $10 each.

Average Room 
Size 15’ x 17’ 
We Move Most 
Furniture

Regular Price 
is $199

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $89

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $65

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $99

Add 
Stain 

Guard 
for $45

Add 
Chair

for $35

DEODORIZER &

DEODORIZER &

DEODORIZER &

DEODORIZER &

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE

PRE�TREATMENT INCLUDED

PRE�TREATMENT INCLUDED

PRE�TREATMENT INCLUDED

PRE�TREATMENT INCLUDED

$199*

Locally Owned & Operated

www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

512-580-7028
Insured & Bonded

GET A FREE QUOTE ONLINE

Serving Austin 
since 1996

PET ODOR 
SPECIALISTS

*Restrictions apply. Must mention 
Community Impact Newspaper.

All off ers expire 11/30/19.

BEST 
VALUE

FREE HEATED POWER 
WASHING ESTIMATES

BABY�SAFE PRODUCTS

• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Diabetic Exams
• Dry Eye Evaluations
• Glaucoma Specialist
• Lasik Consultations
• Contact Lens Fittings
• Ocular Imaging
• Nutraceuticals
• Optical Boutique

Dr. Joseph McGowan
Dr. Virginia Mock

Dr. Yen Doan
Therapeutic Optometrists 

2110 W. Slaughter Ln. Ste 123  | 512-280-0520 | tanglewoodvision.com

 

Let us help you 
get started on 
your road toward 
financial security. 
Let’s talk today.

Arbors Group 
3309 West Slaughter Lane
Austin, TX 78748
512-892-4875
arborsgroup@thrivent.com
connect.thrivent.com/arbors-group
Facebook.com/arborsgroup.thrivent

Cathleen Wenger, Financial Consultant; Myron Jordahl, Wealth Advisor; 
and Melissa Knippa, Wealth Advisor

GUIDING YOUR FINANCIAL JOURNEY

2674895-080819

Your financial goals are a destination. That’s why we’re 
committed to being your guide through the stops, curves 
and detours along the way. No matter where you’re starting 
from, our team can help get you on the right path to where 
you want to be.

What’s important to you is important to us.
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$24.99 Reg.

$18.99 Veg.

Our 25th annual thanksgiving Feast INCLUDES: OvEN ROaStED 
tURkEy BREaSt, Cornbread Stuffing,  Giblet Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Cranberry 
Relish, Fresh Green Beans, Soup or Salad, Bread & Butter; tea, Coffee or Soda.  
vEGEtaRIaN: More of Everything (except turkey), Cornbread Stuffing, veggie Gravy. 
Special price for children 10 and under.  Served continuously 11:00am to 7:00pm.
4521 West gate Blvd., 512-899-2700

Louisiana-Style Fried Turkey available for Take Out! 
Call 512-899-2700 to order after 11/10/19!

$75
+ tax

...or take hyde Park home!

Come home to hyde ParkCome home to hyde Park

Limited  QuantitiesOrder your turkey soon!
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2 FREE
AC FILTER
& INSTALLATION

Helping Seniors, Active 
Families, & Busy 

Professionals Care
for their Home

Our Pros are Fully Insured & 
Background Checked

One Service to Do It All

Subscription Based

512.686.1401  |  www.easyhomeliving.net

- Handyman Services
- Preventative Maintenance
- Home Safety & Mobility

- Pick the frequency and duration 
of service

Sports Park Rd.

Rob
Shelton

Blvd.

290

12

Family Friendly
Miniature Golf * Ping Pong * Darts
Disc Golf * Washers * Bag Toss 
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11-3
Live music Saturday & Sunday 

3pm-6pm Wednesday - Friday

1/2 price select appetizers
1/2 price games

235 Sports Park Road
Dripping Springs 78620

512.894.2002

Open Wednesday thru Sunday 11am

Email: RoadRunnersRR12@gmail.com N

roadrunnerstxroadrunners_tx

Drinks:

$2 16 oz. LoneStar
$3 Well Drinks
$2 off  our Signature
 Craft Cocktails 

WEDNESDAY

$4 Pints 
$2 of Craft Cocktails

THURSDAY

$5 Frozen drinks
$5 glasses of Wine
$2 select Domestic 
Bottled Beer

FRIDAY

NOT JUST ANOTHER
CAJUN JOINT

WARNING, Cypress Grill is habit-forming.

Holiday Desserts & Gift Card Sale!

Bring this ad in and receive 10% off your check!
Not valid with any other offers.  Expires November 30, 2019.

4404 West William Cannon, Suite L  •  Austin, Texas 78749
512-358-7474  •  www.cypressgrill.net

Buy a Cypress Grill gift card by December 
7th, and earn FREE bonus certifi cates.  Buy 
$100 and get $25 in FREE certifi cates!

What are you bringing to that holiday potluck?  
How about a homemade dessert from Cypress 
Grill? Deadline to order is Monday, November 25th.
• Bourbon Chocolate Pecan Pie
• Pumpkin Bread Pudding with spiced rum sauce
• Classic Bread Pudding with bourbon sauce
• Fruit Cobbler

EARN A FREE BONUS

HOLIDAY DESSERTS

B E L T E R R A  V I L L A G E 
ne x t  t o  B r e ed  &  Compan y  Ha r dwa r e

166 Hargraves Dr, Suite B200
Austin, TX 78737
512-599-5428

info@SpoonAndForkKitchen.com
www.spoonandforkkitchen.com

NOW OPEN! 
Authentic Thai cuisine.

10% discount when bringing in the ad.
Dine-in only. Expires 11/30/19

NEW DELICIOUS DISHES

FREE WIFI
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FOOTBALL & BEER
PARTAKE IN TWO TEXAS PURSUITS

CATERING@TC4.CO FOR INQUIRIESTC4CATERING.COM

HEALTHY FOOD - CUSTOM MENUS

YOUR TEAM DESERVES THE BEST

FULL�SERVICE CORPORATE CATERING

locally owned and operated by lt alumni
LEAGUEKITCHEN.COM

COLLEGE
FOOTBALL

LONGHORN AND
SEC NETWORK

$3 SELECT AUSTIN BREWS*

NFL SUNDAY
TICKET

EVERY GAME 
EVERY SUNDAY  

HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY

SATURDAY SUNDAY

166 Hargraves Drive, Suite B300, Austin, 78737 • 512-595-7477

BELTERRA VILLAGE

12800 Hill Country Blvd, Suite G160, Bee Cave, 78738 • 512-263-3473

9 for $9.99 9 Entree choices including iced 
tea or soft drink - just $9.99 each

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY  |  11am-3pm

Pizza    Salads    Meatball Sub    Coal-Fired Ziti    Chicken Parm    And More

HWY. 290

10 MINUTES TO THE Y AT OAK HILL

NUTTY BROWN RD.BELTERRA VILLAGE
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6501 South 
Congress Avenue 
512-739-4814 
www.spoletisalon.com CO

NG
RE

SS
 A

VE

WILLIAM CANNON DR.

35

Haircut with 
Any Color Service

FREE

Your One-Stop Fall Decor Shop

20% OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE
Limit one coupon per customer per day.
Must present this ad. Expires 11/24/19

2730 S. Congress • gonursery.com • 512.448.2992

Register online at www.gonursery.com/events | Classes start at 11:00

A GARDEN STORE & SO MUCH MORE!

Join us the 1st Saturday of every month for our

Fairy Garden Workshop

SWA

Pumpkins, scarecrows, fall flowers, seasonal 
veggies, and more! 

Pumpkins, scarecrows, fall flowers, seasonal 
veggies, and more! 

Your One-Stop Fall Decor Shop

World-Class BBQ
7 DAYS A WEEK

Llano Llounge
WITH FULL BAR MENU

Open til Midnight
EVERY DAY

Live Music Stage
& ROOFTOP GARDEN

Valet Parking
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM

Curbside Pickup
2 SPOTS ON 3RD ST

Downtown at 217 Congress

CoopersBBQaustin.com

WE ACCEPT CATERING REQUESTS & LARGE PARTY RESERVATIONS.
EVENTS@COOPERSBBQ.COM

With food purchase of $15 or more.
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit one per order.

• Preventative Care
• Smile Makeovers 
• Cosmetic Services 
• Nitrous & Oral Sedation 
• Periodontal Treatment  
• Crowns & Bridges 
• Tooth-Colored Fillings 
• Implant Crowns 
• Porcelain Veneers
• Tooth Whitening

Your Southwest Austin Family Dentists
Compassionate, Comprehensive, Conservative Dental Care

For Adults and Children

($295 value) 
Cleaning not included

Includes Comprehensive 
Exam and X-rays

$99 New 
Patient 
Special

MCLANE FAMILY DENTAL
J���� M�L���, D.D.S.  �  D����� M�L���, D.D.S.

5000 W. Slaughter Ln., Ste. 200
512.292.8002 | mclanefamilydental.com

Ask about our Children's Special!
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SALES ★ REPAIR ★ INSTALLATION

The Residential Perimeter Security Specialists

512-296-2671www.austinestategate.com
anthony@austinestategate.com

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

• Automatic Gates
• Telephone Entry
• Radio Controls
• Video Security
• Ornamental Iron

• Wood Fencing
• Rails
• Refurbishing
• Powerwashing
• Replacement Remotes

Buy ONE remote, get ONE FREE! One coupon per residence ($50 value)

5701 W SLAUGHTER LN SUITE B-150, AUSTIN, TX 78749

NOW OPEN IN 
CIRCLE C!

$5 cheeseburger, 
veggie burgers 
and also Beyond
(plant based) patties. 

Kids eat free 
on Tuesday’s
$5 burger only available on Mondays 

and redeemable through the app 
Expiration date: 11/30/19

Over 40 years experience in the Austi n area Professionally 
Installed or Material Only

Excepti onal Service - Excellent Values

premium flooringYOUR FIRST SOURCE FOR

Take 10% off  all
COREtec Luxury

Vinyl Plank Flooring
EXPIRES 11/30/19

71

STILLRIDGE DR.

SCENIC
BROOK DR.

N

Now open in Oak Hill CONTACT OR VISIT US TODAY
7500 Hwy 71 W, Suite 111, Austi n, TX | 512-582-0452 | www.DesignSelect Floors.com

ART STUDIOS
TWO LOCATIONS

CELEBRATING 19 YEARS 
OF BUSINESS!

Buy 3 ornaments 
Get 1 FREE.

($12 value) May not be combined with other 
savings, specials, rewards or discounts.

Expires 12/15/2019

WWW.CAFEMONET.ORG

Now Booking Ornament Painting Parties 
at your place or in our studios. 
Reserve online or call us today. 

5404 MANCHACA RD.
512.580.2606

MANCHACA

3799 HWY 290
512.829.5314

DRIPPING SPRINGS
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Buy one sub, get a second of equal or lesser value free. 
Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other 

off ers. Redeemable only at Bee Cave, Lakeway, Dripping 
Springs and Westlake locations. Exp. 11/30/19

Buy one
GET ONE FREE!
Only original news print coupon may be used 

for redemption. NO COPIES.

DRIPPING SPRINGS
598 E US 290 (HEB Center)

512-858-4400

WESTLAKE LAKEWAY
3201 BEE CAVE RD. 2300 LOHMAN’S SPUR
512-328-2114 512-263-1620

BEE CAVE
BEE CAVE RD. @ SH71

512-428-4629

Fresh, Fast
Since 
1975

Order online for pickup
www.thundercloud.com GLUTEN FREE BUNS AND SUB-IN-A-BOWL

Now off ering

& Healthy!

(In HEB Center near Starbucks)

AVAILABLE EVERY DAY
SPECIAL PRICE OF $23.99

Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays

with various sides 
to choose from!

• C at f i sh
• Shr imp
• Rib  C omb o  Packs

Celebrating
24 Years 
in Austin!

Stassney Ln.

Man
ch
ac

a R
d.

5712 Manchaca Road |  512-440-8810 |  www.cherrycreekcatfish.com

FREEBUY 1 
GET 1

Any entree. Valid with the purchase of two 
beverages and Community Impact coupon. 
Discounted Entree Must Be Of Equal Or Lesser 
Value. NOT VALID ON FRIDAYS. Not valid with 
any other coupon or special. Dine-in Only. 
Limit one per customer. Not valid on group 
parties. Expires 11/30/19. Coupon code: CIN 
SWA. Photo copies of this coupon not valid. 

C AT F I S H ,  B B Q ,  F R E S H  P I E S  &  M O R E !

LIVE MUSIC ON 
FRIDAYS & 
SATURDAYS!

Enjoy the Football Season with 
our Wide Variety of Family 
Take-Home Meals!

C l o s e d
Thank s g iv in g

D ay  O n l y

Does your child need more of a challenge in math? At Mathnasium, 
students develop a profound comprehension of math and learn the 
building blocks needed for the advanced concepts ahead. We’re the 
authority in math education, growing to over 900 centers worldwide. 
Start your child’s transformation.

Tutoring and Enrichment SAT/ACT Prep Homework Help

Changing Lives Through Math™

Mathnasium of South
(512) 275-6522

www.mathnasium.com/southaust in
9600 Escarpment Blvd.

Austin, Texas 78749

Does your child need more of a challenge in math? At Mathnasium, 
students develop a profound comprehension of math and learn the 
building blocks needed for the advanced concepts ahead. We’re the 
authority in math education, growing to over 900 centers worldwide. 
Start your child’s transformation.

Tutoring and Enrichment SAT/ACT Prep Homework Help

Changing Lives Through Math™

Mathnasium of South Aust in
(512) 275-6522

www.mathnasium.com/southaust in
9600 Escarpment Blvd. #730

Austin, Texas 78749

Good At Math? We’ll Make Him Great.
Good At Math? 

We’ll Make Him Great

Tutoring and Enrichment

Homework Help

SAT/ACT Prep
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11/15/19

11/15/19

11/15/1911/15/19

NEW KYLE LOCATION OPENING NOVEMBER!

COMING NOVEMBER 2019
KYLE
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We listen because we care
Good healthcare starts with listening. The care teams at Ascension Seton 
listen to get to know you, your health and your life. Then, our network of 
doctors, nurses, and specialists deliver a personalized experience that’s right 
for you and your family. By understanding you, we can provide the best care 
possible for your specific needs.

Get the care that’s right for you at GetSetonCare.com

© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.
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