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Developers applying for federal tax credits to build four subsidized apartment properties
Low-income housing units proposed in Northwest Austin

See Housing | 31

By Amy Denney
The city’s Imagine Austin comprehensive 

plan outlines a concept of complete commu-
nities with a mixture of housing attainable for 
all income levels.

It is a vision Mandy De Mayo works to fulfill 
as executive director of HousingWorks Aus-
tin, an affordable housing research, education 
and advocacy group. One of the organization’s 
core values is ensuring access to opportunity, 
whether it be housing, education or economic. 
But west of MoPac in Northwest Austin, only 
five properties offer subsidized low-income 
housing, two of which have a combined 27 
units set up for individuals with disabilities.

“When opportunity is closed off then 
[lower-income residents] don’t get to expe-
rience schools in District 6 or connect to 
educational opportunities or connect to 
jobs,” De Mayo said.

More opportunity for low-income housing is 
coming to Northwest Austin in 2015 through 
the housing tax credit program. Two subsi-
dized housing developments are undergoing 
or nearing the start of construction, and four 
developments submitted to this year’s program 

Source: Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs

For-profit and nonprofit developers 
apply housing tax credit to  

finance 70 percent of eligible 
development costs.

J U L
The Texas Department of Housing 

and Community Affairs reviews 
applications on 23 scoring criteria 

and awards credits each July.

The program is funded through the U.S. Treasury 
Department and is overseen by the IRS. The goal is to 
use private dollars to create affordable housing.

H O W  D O  H O U S I N G 
T A X  C R E D I T S  W O R K ?

An applicant sells credits to an 
investor, who puts up capital for 

construction in exchange for equity 
or stock in the project.

The investor provides financing 
for each milestone the applicant 

achieves during construction.

When the property is completed 
and fully leased, the applicant and 
investor submit final costs to the 
TDHCA and IRS. At this point, 

credits are released.

Investors receive a dollar-for-dollar 
reduction on federal tax liabilities for 10 
years in exchange for their investment. 

For example, $1 million in tax credits 
will be worth about $10 million for the 

lifetime of the credits.
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TxDOT to start construction by spring, summer 2016

I-35 prioritized for first round of 
Prop. 1 transportation funding

By Amy Denney
About $120 million in Propo-

sition 1 funding will be pumped 
into Central Texas road projects in 
2015 with the majority of funding 
going toward I-35 projects in Hays, 
Travis and Williamson counties.

Eighty percent of Texas voters 
approved Prop. 1 on Nov. 4. This 
approval diverts a portion of oil 
and gas tax revenue from the Eco-
nomic Stabilization Fund, also 
known as the Rainy Day Fund, 
to the State Highway Fund. The 
money will help bridge a $5 billion 
annual shortfall. In the first year 
$1.74 billion will go to TxDOT for 
four purposes: congestion relief, 
connectivity, maintenance and   

energy sector roads damaged by 
vehicles used in development and 
production of energy.

In October, the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion, the Central Texas regional 
transportation planning agency, 
threw its support behind TxDOT 
using the majority of the 2015 
Prop. 1 funding for I-35. CAMPO 
is also providing $33.1 million to 
use toward these projects, bring-
ing the Austin district’s total allot-
ment to $150 million.

Travis County Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty, who sits on 
CAMPO’s policy board, said it 
is clear TxDOT understands 
the importance of addressing 

See I-35 | 33Source: Texas Department of Transportation
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MOVING FORWARD

The Texas Department of Transportation’s Austin district will receive about $120 million 
in the first round of funding from Proposition 1 which was designed to divert more 
funding to infrastructure. Most of that funding—$92,284,652—will be spent in Hays, 
Travis and Williamson counties, although the district includes eight other counties.
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Total: $28,872,735

Travis County
Total: $49,252,618

Hays County
Total: $14,159,299
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust 

us to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should 

need a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to 

experts in pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your 

world, and we promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How should low-income housing be 
funded in the city of Austin?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

The federal Highway Trust Fund—the government’s source 
for funding transportation projects throughout the country—
faces an average annual $17 billion shortfall from 2015–23 if 
Congress does not find a new funding source.

Correction: Volume 9, Issue 1
On Page 11, District 6 Councilman Don Zimmerman voted 
against supporting Cardinal Point Apartments, a subsidized 
low-income housing development.

Correction: Volume 9, Issue 1 
On Page 21 the host of “The Tonight Show” was incorrectly 
named. The host is Jimmy Fallon.

Despite our chal-
lenges as one of the 
fastest-growing cities in 
the nation, the spirit of 
volunteerism in Austin 
continually encourages 
me. On March 7 mem-
bers of our Northwest 
Austin team at Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper 
served alongside our 
neighbors for Its My Park 
Day, a citywide initiative 

to clean up and improve our parks. This month one of 
our news reports on Page 15 analyzes how Austin City 
Council is looking to provide more park spaces—and 
perhaps more It’s My Park Day opportunities—for parts 
of Northwest Austin.

More than the impressive amount of work that was 
done that Saturday morning by volunteers at Great Hills 
Park, I was struck by the diversity of the group. From a 
pending retiree who lead our trail improvement crew to 
our 5-year-old helper who regularly pointed out to his 
dad we were doing “good work,” I was reminded that it 
really is our differences that make us strong.

But those differences do not come without challenges.

One of this month’s front-page stories explores obsta-
cles with affordable housing and the projects underway 
to address those struggles. In the other front-page story, 
we take a look at funding state roadway improvements 
through the voter-approved Proposition 1 and how state 
and local governments are working to address the vari-
ous transportation needs of our region. Both issues are 
closely intertwined, and it is increasingly apparent that 
one cannot be addressed without affecting the other.

The work being done on these two issues in our com-
munity is slow and hard and rarely gets completed fast 
enough, but like our little helper reminded us March 7, 
the community is doing “good work,” and I’m encour-
aged by the progress. I hope to see you at one of the 
many upcoming public forums, hearings and City 
Council meetings addressing these issues. It is the diver-
sity of our collective voice that will paint the clearest 
picture of how to address these needs going forward.

Keep up the good work.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

John Adams 
GENERAL MANAGER

jadams@impactnews.com

In the Northwest Austin area, two subsidized housing develop-
ments are under construction or will be soon, and four other 
projects are proposed. These projects would use federal hous-
ing tax credits designed to use encourage private investment to 
help finance construction of low-income housing. What do you think is the best way to 

fix the Highway Trust Fund revenue 
problem?

  58%                                                            

  19%         

  16%         Other

     3%   I do not think there is a problem with HTF revenue.

    2%   Continue to borrow from the general fund.

    2%   Implement and increase various registration fees.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/24/15–3/20/15
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Increase the gas tax  
and index it to inflation.

Give back more existing 
gas tax revenue to states. 

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2015 XV Crosstrek 
2.0i Prem 5MT

$309mo 1

$999 Due at signing
1.49% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 63 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
CVT

$269 mo 2  

$999 Due at signing
0.9% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$399mo 4

39 MO. LEASE

2015.5 S60 T5
Drive-E Premier FWD

$299mo 4

36 MO. LEASE

1 - Subaru  Crosstrek-With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $309, � nal pymt / residual = $13,184. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,972. Stk# Z11588.  2 - Subaru Forester -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated 
price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt / residual = $14,256. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,011. Stk# Z11479. 3 - Volvo S60 T5 -$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats 
and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by March 31, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for 
quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.  4-Volvo XC60 T5 - $3,579 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and 
mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by March 31, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.
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11  Counselor and career/life coach Debbie 
Roberson opened Thriveworks North 
Austin on March 1 at 7701 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 206. The office has evening and 
weekend hours with licensed clinicians who 
provide child, adolescent, couples, marriage 
and family therapy. 512-649-2270. 
www.thriveworks.com/ 
north-austin-counseling

Keep Austin Online launched Jan. 12 
providing on-location technical support 
and consulting for smart homes and 
home-theater systems. The company is 
headquartered in Northwest Austin and 
specializes in Apple products. Sunny 
Sneckner started the company. 
512-842-7724. www.keepaustinonline.com

Coming Soon

12  Co-owners Ramon Aguirre and Monica 
Moreno will open a second location of 
YPW Spanish Immersion School on May 
1 at 8014 Mesa Drive. The full-immersion, 
early-childhood center will serve children 
in preschool through age 5. YPW will offer 
summer camps in Spanish and English. 
www.ypwkids.com. Twitter: @ypwkids

13  Galaxy Cafe will open by late spring 
in the former Spicewood Tavern location 
at 8127 Mesa Drive. This is the business’s 
fourth Austin location, and it is known for 
serving American food using organic eggs, 
chicken and beef as well as offering a gluten-
free menu. www.galaxycafeaustin.com

14  The grand opening of Sam’s Club at 
10901 Lakeline Mall Drive was postponed to 
April 16. The 136,464-square-foot store will 
have 175 employees. 512-331-2720. 
www.samsclub.com

15  A new location of DoubleDave’s 
Pizzaworks will open in early April at 8108 
Mesa Drive, Ste. C100. The location will 
have a sunken bar serving craft beer and 
wine and an outdoor patio. DoubleDave’s 
serves specialty pizzas and sandwiches and 
has eight other Austin-area locations. 
512-345-3283. www.doubledaves.com. 
Twitter: @dbldavespizza

16  Todd Gibbs will open a second Austin 
location of ToddPilates Fitness in April at 
9029 Research Blvd., Ste. 100. ToddPilates 
is a group exercise studio dedicated to 
providing affordable Pilates mat and 
barre classes. All classes are multilevel, 
total body workouts designed to increase 
strength and flexibility. 
www.toddpilates.com. Twitter: @toddpilates

17  Alicia Ringuet and Doug French will 
open d’lites in April. The shop, located 
at 8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. 204B, will serve 
ice cream that is low in calories, carbs, 
sugar and fat and is also gluten-free. Also 
on the menu will be custom shakes and a 
selection of specialty chocolate bars. 
www.mydlites.com

Now Open

1  Big Red Express Car Wash, 11213 RM 
2222, opened Jan. 13. The car wash offers 
a monthly membership pricing option for 
unlimited car washes. 512-872- 2129. 
www.bigredexpresscarwash.com

2  Puzzle Room Austin, 111 W. 
Anderson Lane, Ste. E320 allows patrons 
to play video games in real life. For one 
hour visitors are locked in a room where 
they must solve puzzles to escape. The 
business opened Jan. 23 for ages 13 and 
older. 512-461-2332. 
www.puzzleroomaustin.com. 
Twitter: @puzzleroomatx

3  2222 Dental opened Feb. 16 in the 
River Place Center at 10601 RM 2222, 
Ste. S. The new site is the second Austin-
area location for Dr. BJ Myers. 
512-428-6554. www.2222dental.com

4  Dripping Springs–based company 
Core Health Care opened its first Austin 
outpatient and day program facility March 
23 at 3215 Steck Ave., Ste. 100. The facility 
features physical, occupational, speech, 

cognitive and psychological therapies in a 
non-clinical environment designed to help 
those with brain injuries and other special 
needs increase their independence. 
512-894-0801. www.corehealth.com. 
Twitter: @corehealthus

5  Restaurateur Jodi Elliott opened 
Bribery Bakery on March 18 at 2013 Wells 
Branch Parkway, Ste. 109. The bakery 
sells cakes, cookies, pies and other baked 
goods, such as sweet and savory croissants. 
Coffee, espresso and other drinks are also 
available, and the bakery is open Tue.–Sun. 
from 7 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 512-531-9832. 
www.briberybakery.com. 
Twitter: @briberybakery

6  Texas Periodontists opened Feb. 2 
offering dental implants and treatments 
for gum disease, including gum grafts. 
The practice is located at 12319 N. MoPac, 
Ste. 160, and staffs board-certified 
periodontists. 512-222-5721. 
www.texasperiodontists.com

7  Jay Ro opened Fresh Heim serving 
steaks, salads and vegetable rolls in late 
March. The restaurant is located at 

13776 N. US 183, Ste. 142. Lunch specials 
are available starting at $6.95. 
512-258-1833. www.freshheim.com

8  A location of Bee Cave Coffee Co. 
opened in mid-December in The Domain 
II at 3220 Amy Donovan Plaza, Ste. 100. 
The coffee shop serves Cuvée Coffee, 
pastries from Quack’s 43rd Street Bakery 
and Tacodeli tacos. 512-358-6760. 
www.beecavecoffee.com. 
Twitter: @beecavecoffee

9  Idit Katz opened food truck Pita 2 
Go in early March at 10812 N. RM 620 
at an existing food truck park. Pita 2 Go 
serves falafel or breaded chicken in a 
pita with salad, vegetables, hummus and 
tahini sauce. It is open weekdays from 
9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 512-887-8773. 
www.facebook.com/pitatogo

10  Sunflower Spa Massage opened in 
January in the McNeil Crossing shopping 
center at 6001 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 200. 
The spa offers deep tissue massage in 30- 
to 90-minute sessions. Sunflower Spa is 
open daily from 9:30 a.m.–10 p.m. 
512-401-3387
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Compiled by Amy Denney

18  Little Land Play Gym, 13776 N. US 
183, Ste. 107, will open April 3 offering 
an indoor facility designed by a pediatric 
occupational therapist to provide a fun and 
safe environment in which children can 
play and grow. Owners Ernie and Debbie 
Beltz will also offer pediatric occupational, 
speech and physical therapy. 512-827-3601. 
www.littlelandplaygym.com

Relocations

19  Living Healthy Chiropractic 
relocated March 1 to the former Time 
Masters building at 9416 Anderson 
Mill Road from 11754 Jollyville Road. 
Services include chiropractic care, 
postural correction, vibration therapy 
and weight-loss lifestyle coaching. The 
business accepts most insurances and 
cash payments. 512-345-7400. 
www.livinghealthychiropractic.com

20  On April 3, One World Karate will 
relocate to its new location at 
9029 Research Blvd., Ste. 100B. The 
business previously was located at 9109 
Burnet Road. One World Karate is a 
martial arts school owned by Dan Carroll. 
It specializes in classes for students with 
disabilities and special needs. 
512-791-9327. www.1worldkarate.com

School Notes

On March 2, Round Rock ISD launched an 
anti-bullying program called Anonymous 
Alerts at all of its middle and high school 
campuses. The program allows students 
to report bullying, threats, weapons and 
drug-related activity at school using an 
app. The app is available on the Apple App 
Store and Google Play and on the website 
www.anonymousalerts.com/roundrockisd.

Westwood High School teacher Penny 
Smeltzer was named a finalist for the 
H-E-B Excellence in Education’s Secondary 
Lifetime Achievement Award for her 
dedication to education. Smeltzer, an 
Advanced Placement statistics teacher, 
received a $1,000 check March 10. 
www.roundrockisd.org, www.heb.com

New Ownership

21  Houston-based Mattress Firm 
purchased Dallas-based Sleep Experts. 
Stores changed names in March. Sleep 
Experts stores in Northwest Austin 
included A  7858 Shoal Creek Blvd., Ste. A; 
B  11066 Pecan Park Blvd., Ste. 417; and 
C  9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 330. 
Shoal Creek: 512-330-4456, Pecan Park: 
512-994-3048, Great Hills: 512-994-3020. 
www.mattressfirm.com

Anniversaries

22  Marsha Power celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of Garbo A Salon on March 
11. The salon has been located at 7739 
Northcross Drive, Ste. K, since Power 
opened it. Power started Garbo in 1985 
and has been an active member of the 
community by supporting several nonprofit 
organizations and causes suggested by her 
clients as well as Austin Pets Alive! and the 
Looking Good Program. 512-458-4162. 
www.garboasalon.com. 
Twitter: @garbosalon

23  The Breast Cancer Resource Centers 
of Texas celebrates 20 years of service 
March 31. BCRC provides information, 
education and support to help those 
affected by breast cancer navigate through 
diagnosis, treatment and recovery. The 
agency has six area locations, including 
inside the St. David’s Women’s Center of 
Texas at North Austin Medical Center, 
12221 N. MoPac. 512-524-2560. 
www.bcrc.org. Twitter: @bcrcoftexas

24  Rose Dental Group celebrates its 20th 
anniversary April 2. The cosmetic and 
general dentistry practice was founded 
in 1995 by dentists Rollin Sarradet and 
Sergio Escobar. Rose Dental gives back to 
the community through volunteer work, 
sponsorships and scholarship funds. Rose 
Dental has two Northwest Austin locations 
at A  11615 Angus Road, Ste. 100, and 
B  1450 W. Parmer Lane. Angus: 
512-795-9643, Parmer: 512-251-6125. 
www.rosedental.net. 
Twitter: @rosedentalgroup

Expansions

25  Bettie Bangs Salon, located at 13729 
Research Blvd., Ste. 600, is expanding by 
about 1,100 square feet by taking over Suite 
610 next door. The salon is open during 
construction, which could be complete by 
mid-April. 512-249-9400. 
www.bettiebangssalon.com 

Community Service

Technology company AMD donated 10 
HP EliteBook laptops Feb. 25 to the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Austin to use in its 
mobile tech lab. The lab will rotate among 
seven clubs, including one at Wooldridge 
Elementary School. Tutors help students use 
the computers to build websites or create 
publications and music. 512-444-7199. 
www.bgcaustin.org. Twitter: @bgcaustin

Community

26  After several years of inactivity, 
the Lamplight Village Neighborhood 
Association plans to relaunch and begin 
hosting meetings if 100 families sign up 
on its Facebook page. The neighborhood 
includes about 450 homes located 
northeast of Parmer Lane and MoPac 
in North Austin. Interested Lamplight 
Village residents may join the group’s 
Facebook page. www.facebook.com/groups/
lamplightvillage

Closings

27  Women’s specialty apparel retailer 
Caché is closing all 153 boutiques, 
including its Domain store at 11501 
Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 125. The 
retailer filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
Feb. 4 and announced March 9 that going-
out-of-business sales would begin for all 
locations. Stores will remain open until all 
merchandise is sold. Gift cards are honored 
through April 5. 512-813-0653. 
www.cache.com. Twitter: @cachestyle

28  Lee’s Herbs recently closed in the 
Galleria Oaks shopping center, 13376 N. 
US 183, Ste. 129. News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

Email nwanews@impactnews.com.

Bribery Bakery opened March 18 selling cookies, 
cakes, blondies (pictured) and other pastries.

5

Dr. Jeff Gancas relocated his business, Living 
Healthy Chiropractic, on March 1.

Jonathan Jones and owner Marsha Power celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of Garbo A Salon.

22

Big Red Express Car Wash opened Jan. 13 on 
RM 2222 just east of RM 620.
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1

Lasting 
Solutions for a 
Healthy Smile

 » Highly Experienced Team
 » Peaceful Atmosphere with a View
 » Comprehensive Quality Care
 » Dental Implants
 » Mercury-Free fi llings

JERRY MILNER, DDS
GENERAL DENTISTRY COMPLIMENTARY

Comprehensive Oral Examination, X-rays 
and Consultation

For new patients age 21 and older. Must bring coupon. 
(Not intended for emergency treatments). Expires 5/27/15.

Peaceful Atmosphere with a View

www.smiles-for-life.com • (512) 372-8484 • 11410 Jollyville Rd. Suite 3102 • Austin, TX 78759

Gentle. 
Caring. 
Excellence.
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Austin Fitness Rentals
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Employees at Austin Fitness Rentals test out spin bikes at the business’ showroom on Rutland Drive.
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Austin Fitness Rentals
Owner aims to expand business model 
nationwide with 15 locations in 2015

K yle May’s career change from gov-
ernment contractor in Washing-
ton, D.C., to business owner did 

not originally include renting out fitness 
equipment.

May spent 12 years in the health and 
human services industry before deciding 
he wanted to buy a business. He looked into 
buying a durable medical equipment rental 
company and then an appliance rental 
company but those deals fell through. A 
friend asked about fitness equipment rent-
als, and May said that sparked an idea.

“I said, ‘Let’s investigate that idea,’ but 
there was no model to look at when we 
researched the concept,” May said.

But May pursued the idea, even hiring a 
marketing firm to analyze consumer habits 
and seeking advice from Paul Healey, owner 
of Hire Fitness, a fitness equipment rental 
company based in the United Kingdom.

What May found is people who did not 
enjoy working out at a gym did not want to 
buy low-quality equipment from big-box 
stores. They wanted gym-quality equip-
ment without the expensive upfront costs.

May opened Austin Fitness Rentals in 
October 2013 with a showroom on Rutland 
Drive. The company rents a variety of 
equipment to individuals and small busi-
nesses, such as Concordia University Texas. 
Customers may rent pieces for as little as 

one weekend or for years. Even celebrities, 
such as actor Josh Duhamel and wife Stacey 
“Fergie” Ferguson, have used Austin Fit-
ness Rentals for short-term rentals.

“It’s been really neat meeting those 
kinds of people,” May said.

Customers may rent a variety of equip-
ment, such as treadmills, ellipticals, 
rowing machines, spin bikes, and weight 
and strength machines. Depending on the 
piece of equipment and length of rental, 
customers can rent equipment starting at 
about $7 per week.

May said people going through physical 
rehabilitation use Austin Fitness Rent-
als to speed up recovery time by renting 
equipment to complete exercises at home. 
About 70 percent of May’s clients are 
individuals.

“Time is the No. 1 reason [why people 
rent equipment],” May said. “They have 
families, or they don’t want to go to a 
gym. I thought gyms would become more 
of a direct competition, but they’re not.”

Service includes delivery, setup and 
instruction on operating equipment, 
which May said is part of the business’s 
concierge treatment. He also offers main-
tenance and has personal trainers on staff 
to assist clients.

“We want to always over-deliver on 
those things,” May said.

BUSINESS

2136 Rutland Drive, Ste. C
512-687-3161
www.austinfitnessrentals.com
Twitter: @austinfitrental
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m., 
Sat.–Sun. by appointment

National expansion

Austin Fitness Rentals owner Kyle May plans to 
expand his brand throughout the U.S. in 2015. 
He is working to create kiosks that could be 
placed in existing fitness equipment companies 
that customers could use them to rent 
equipment through May’s company under the 
name American Fitness Rentals. Using kiosks 
will allow him to expand quickly without having 
to build brick-and-mortar locations, he said.

He is planning to open 150 locations within 
the next five years with at least 10 percent 
being stand-alone stores with staff and 
maintenance. By the end of 2015, May said he 
would like to open 15 kiosks in the Southwest 
region of the U.S.

Austin Fitness Rentals owner Kyle May opened his 
business in October 2013.

By Amy Denney

Sales Manager David Steur demonstrates the row-
ing machine, one of the most popular rentals.
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To Register:  V i s i t  www.RichnessOfL i f e .org or  ca l l  855 -703-ROLI  (7654)

ADULT EDUCATION

 BABY BOOMER 
RETIREMENT COURSE

THE RULES HAVE CHANGED

An Academic Course Teaching the 
Foundations for a Sound Retirement

Please register by April 
12th for a $10 discount!

APRIL COURSE SCHEDULE

Part 1  Wed. April 15
Part 2  Wed. April 22
Part 3  Wed. April 29

All classes held from 6:30 - 8:30pm at 
St. Edward's University Professional Education
9420 Research Blvd 
Echelon III, Room 106 • Austin, Tx 78759

Class 2Class 1 or
Thurs. April 16
Thurs. April 23
Thurs. April 30
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Silver Grill Cafe
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Silver Grill Cafe owner Rehan Awan bought the business on Parmer Lane in July 2010. Tacos al carbon ($10.99) are served with corn on 
the cob, guacamole, refried beans and pico de gallo.

Awan installed a playscape adjacent to the out-
door patio for a family-friendly atmosphere.

Hand-breaded chicken fried steak ($10.99) is 
served with two sides and Texas toast.

The California Veggie Omelet ($8.99) is stuffed 
with mushrooms, spinach, peppers and onions.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
m

y 
D

en
ne

y

Silver Grill Cafe
Restaurant emphasizes comfort food, family-friendly atmosphere

A fter working for more than two 
decades in management for Pizza 
Hut and Olive Garden, Rehan 

Awan decided it was time to go local.
In July 2010, Awan purchased the for-

mer J&J BBQ & Burgers on Parmer Lane 
and turned it into a neighborhood estab-
lishment called Silver Grill Cafe. Over the 
years he has made several changes and 
added his own personal touches, such as 
a playscape and fence around the outdoor 
patio, which is usually packed when the 
weather is nice, Awan said.

“We’re still evolving and trying to figure 
out how to cater to this area,” he said. “A lot 
of people ask us, ‘What’s your identity?’ Our 
identity is we’re a neighborhood restaurant 
catering to the families around here.”

In 2015, Awan plans to renovate the 
counter service area to a bar with seat-
ing and TV’s to complement the cafe’s 
existing full-bar menu. At some point he 
would like to open a second location in 
South Austin where he lives, he said.

The menu is an expansive range of 

comfort food classics, such as hand-
breaded chicken fried steak, burgers and 
breakfast served all day with items such 
as the Crunchy Hangover with bacon, 
sausage and crispy tostadas.

“Breakfast was already here, and I tried 
to take it away, and people said, ‘No,’” 
Awan said. “So we came up with some 
chef-prepared omelets. Our [customer] 
favorite is the migas plate and All-Amer-
ican Breakfast Plate [with two eggs; toast; 
and ham, bacon or sausage.]”

Awan said the restaurant is also known 
for its Hawaiian Chicken entree, tacos al 
carbon with Angus beef and housemade 
slow-cooked ribs and brisket. Silver Grill 
also serves 9-inch super tacos, which are 
three times the size of the regular-sized 
tacos, with a choice of brisket, vegetables, 
steak al carbon or bacon ($4.89 each).

The restaurant offers a prime rib special 
Thursday through Saturday with either 
an 8-ounce steak ($13.95) or a 14-ounce 
steak ($18.95) served with a loaded baked 
potato and steamed broccoli.

DINING

4005 W. Parmer Lane
512-291-6994
www.silvergrillcafe.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 6:30 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Fri. 6:30 a.m.–10 p.m., Sat. 7:30 a.m.– 
10 p.m., Sun. 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.

By Amy Denney

The restaurant’s name came from the 
Silver Grill Hotel and Restaurant, owned 
by the parents of one of Awan’s friends 
when he lived in Pakistan. Awan moved to 
the U.S. to attend college and spent more 
than 25 years in the food service industry.

“A lot of people look from the outside 
and say the restaurant business is the 
hardest business, but to me it’s second 
nature,” he said.

Awan’s improvements have brought in 
regular Northwest Austin locals. Many 
who work in the technology industry 
frequent during lunch and families pack in 
during the evenings.

“On a daily basis it’s a good challenge to 
meet people and make sure they’re having 
a good time, enjoying the meal and get to 
know them,” he said. “We know a bunch 
of people on a first-name basis.”

Silver Grill Cafe has free Wi-Fi, and 
children eat for free on Tuesdays with the 
purchase of an adult entree. Happy hour 
is Monday and Tuesday 3–9 p.m. and 
Wednesday through Sunday 3–7 p.m.

South:
Shops at Arbor Trails
4301 W. William Cannon Dr. #190
Austin, Texas 78749
512-288-8825
North:
Gateway Courtyard
9901 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. #130
Austin, Texas 78759
512-241-1442

Available at

Mirror Mate Frames:
The frame we install in minutes,  
while your mirror is on the wall!
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1   McNeil Drive water main
A 54-inch-wide concrete-coated steel pipe is 
being installed at the Martin Hill Reservoir north 
of Howard Lane and will connect to an existing 
36-inch pipeline near the intersection of 
Parmer Lane and McNeil Drive. Construction 
was initially slated to finish in the fall but was 
delayed. The project is affecting traffic on 
McNeil Drive.

Timeline: September 2013–April 2015
Cost: $17.7 million
Funding sources: Austin Water Utility

2   MoPac toll lanes
Recent work on the express-lane project 
has included paving news lanes between 
RM 2222 and Parmer Lane, installing 
LED lighting and building the bicycle and 
pedestrian bridge over the Union Pacific 
railroad on the west side of MoPac near The 
Domain. The project involves building one 
new tolled lane in each direction on MoPac 
between Parmer and Cesar Chavez Street.

Timeline: October 2013–fall 2015
Cost: $204 million
Funding sources: federal and state funds

3   Cameron/Dessau bike lanes
The installation of bicycle lanes on Cameron 
and Dessau roads from 51st Street to Braker 
Lane was a project from the 2010 transportation 
bond. Phase 1 of the project was completed in 
2010 with bicycle lanes installed on Cameron 
between 51st and US 290. Public discussions 
for the Phase 2 of implementation will be in 
early 2015. Phase 2 would complete a 5.2-mile-

Parmer Ln.

360

183

290

35

Cesar 
Chavez 
St.

Lamar 
Blvd.

MoPac

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

long bicycle route between 51st and Braker.

Timeline: community outreach to begin in 
2015
Cost: TBD
Funding sources: city of Austin 
Transportation Department

4   Water line replacement
The project will involve improving fire flow, or 
the amount of water available for fire protection, 
and overall water system reliability in the 
Anderson Mill neighborhood near Anderson Mill 
Road, RM 620, El Salido Parkway and Buggy 
Whip Trail. The project includes replacing 1,200 
linear feet of undersized 6-inch pipe.

Timeline: September 2015–September 2017
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: Austin Water Utility

5   183 North Mobility Project
The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority 
hosted an open house March 10 and presented 
plans to add two toll lanes in both directions 
on US 183 from RM 620 to MoPac as well 
as make $5 million in bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements. The toll lanes would connect to 
the MoPac express lanes under construction.

Timeline: August 2013–early 2016 
(environmental coordination) 
Cost: preliminary engineering estimates of 
$500 million–$600 million
Funding sources: TBD
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SPONSORED BY www.MobilityAuthority.com
@CTXmobility

facebook.com/MobilityAuthority

FOLLOW US ON :
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SCOFIELD FARMS
1823 Creole Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,293 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Walker
512.653.3398

ALTA VISTA
8402 Alta Mesa
3 BD 3 BA +/-1,900 SQ FT
Listed by Cheri Martz
512.716.9178

QUAIL CREEK
1302 Quail Park
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,359 SQ FT
Listed by Kevin Wilhelm
512.417.3915

QUAIL CREEK
1108 Cripple Creek
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,446 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Muñoz
512.600.8294

PARMER VILLAGE
8521 Inca Dove Dr
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,118 SQ FT
Listed by Natalia Roush
512.203.2895

ANDERSON OAKS CONDOS
8007 Weldon Springs
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,966 SQ FT
Listed by Matt Prewett
512.470.4433

PRESTON OAKS
4409 Destinys Gate Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,678 SQ FT
Listed by Gail Huebel
512.848.3477

ANDERSON MILL
9515 Woodvale Dr
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,466 SQ FT
Listed by Carlos Ojeda
512.496.5234

®
®

workatrealtyaustin.com

REALTOR®

TARA
KESSLER

Welcome to Our 
Northwest Austin Office!

Citywide Open House
Sunday, March 29th, 2015

OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 2015
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By Amy Denney
Shalom Austin is restoring an 

Orthodox Jewish synagogue it 
relocated Feb. 13 to the Dell Jew-
ish Community Campus from 
Brenham.

B’nai Abraham Brenham 
Historic Synagogue is the oldest 
Orthodox synagogue building in 
the state of Texas and was built 
in 1893, Shalom Austin CEO Jay 
Rubin said. The synagogue served 
as the sole Jewish house of wor-
ship in Brenham for mostly Pol-
ish and Lithuanian immigrants 
until the 1960s.

Brenham residents Leon and 
Mimi Toubin maintained the 
building since then.

“The Jewish population 
dwindled [in Brenham], and … 
the Toubins wanted to preserve 
[the building] in hopes the Jewish 
community would grow in Bren-
ham,” Rubin said.

When that did not happen, the 
Toubins reached out to Jewish 
congregations throughout the 
state to gauge their need for an 
Orthodox synagogue.

One of those organizations was 
Shalom Austin, formerly called 
the Jewish Community Associa-
tion of Austin, which is located 
on the Dell Jewish Community 
Campus at 7300 Hart Lane. That 
campus opened in 2000.

Shalom Austin already has 
conservative and reform syna-
gogues but not an Orthodox 
synagogue, Rubin said.

Congregation Tiferet Israel, 
an Orthodox congregation, will 
use the building for its services, 
but B’nai Abraham will also be 
open to the community to rent 
for life cycle events, such as 
weddings or bar and bat mitz-
vahs, Rubin said.

Crews will restore the interior 
and exterior of the building and 
make necessary upgrades—such 
as improving accessibility and 
installing new heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning—to 
bring the building up to code. 
Rubin said he hopes repairs will 
be complete by summer.

Rubin said he fell in love with 
the synagogue’s simplistic and 

classic New England country 
church exterior.

“Inside it looks very much like 
a synagogue in Eastern Europe 
with dark wood and a balcony. 
It’s an interesting contrast,” 
Rubin said. “It looked like a place 
my grandfather or great grandfa-
ther would have worshipped.”

B’nai Abraham sits adjacent to 
a running trail and Gan Yaniv, an 
outdoor gathering space with a 
shallow pool and cedar pergola.

The synagogue, however, will 
lose its historic designation with 
the Texas Historical Commission 
and National Register of Historic 
Places because buildings must be 
kept at their original location for 
those designations. Rubin said it 
is a price Shalom Austin was will-
ing to pay.

“Our feeling was that it was 
more important that [B’nai 
Abraham] be used and contrib-
ute to the future rather than just 
preserve the past,” he said.

For more information on the 
B’nai Abraham synagogue, visit 
www.shalomaustin.org/brenham.

Shalom Austin moves 122-year-old Orthodox 
synagogue from Brenham to local campus

COMMUNITY

The B’nai Abraham synagogue was in Brenham before it was relocated to Austin.

The synagogue was split into three 
pieces for the relocation.
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Restoration work will include upgrading 
the building to current code standards.

A
m

y 
D

en
ne

y

A
m

y 
D

en
ne

y
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SETTING CENTRAL TEXAS IN MOTION
     he Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is focused on
     setting Central Texas in motion with innovative solutions that 
think outside the box. Created by Travis and Williamson Counties 
with the mission of �nding solutions to tra�c congestion, we 
operate 183A Toll, and the Manor Expressway (290 Toll). We’re 
constructing Express Lanes on MoPac. Learn more about the 
project at mopacexpress.com.

�e Mobility Authority is committed to adding new capacity while 
keeping existing free alternatives through the construction of 
non-tolled frontage roads. Our transportation solutions o�er 
drivers a choice to bypass congestion, getting you where you need 
to go—e�ciently, and with fewer delays. 
With $2 Billion in projects in development, the introduction of 
mobile technology applications and the construction of non-tolled 
facilities, we’re re-envisioning connectivity and transforming 
mobility in Central Texas.
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AUSTIN

= 32 INCHES
OF RAIN PER YEAR

1000 SQUARE FOOT ROOF

CATCH 600 GALLONS OF WATER
IN A 1” RAIN

= 320 GALLONS
AVERAGE HOME WATER USE PER DAY

100 GALLONS
USED OUTDOORS DAILY

RAINWATER HARVESTING BENEFITS:

REDUCES DEMAND ON EXISTING WATER SUPPLY

REDUCES RUN-OFF

REDUCES EROSION

REDUCES CONTAMINATION OF SURFACE WATER

RAINWATER:

IS VALUED BECAUSE IT SUPPORTS LANDSCAPE HEALTH

IS SOFT, FREE OF SODIUM & OTHER CHEMICALS

PH OPTIMIZED TO SUPPORT PLANT & MICROBIAL SOIL LIFE

HELPS RECHARGE AQUIFERS

RAIN CAN BE USED:

LANDSCAPE 
USE

CAR 
WASHING

PET 
WATERING

FIRE 
PROTECTION

Delivery · Installation · Leaf eater · First-flush diverter · Overflow pipe w/ overflow flap · Water level indicator  
Hose bib · Decomposed granite pad w/landscape metal edging border · Metal or plastic rain barrel

All for one price

SYSTEM INCLUDES:

4477 S. Lamar Blvd Suite 600. Austin TX, 78745  |  512-861-0712  |  TreeHosue.co/spring

* This spring at TreeHouse veggies and herbs are dirt cheap starting at $.69. 
Also buy one get one free organic soil.

RAINWATER HARVESTING SYSTEM

TreeHouse.co/spring
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By Kelli Weldon 
The Austin ISD board of trustees 

named Paul Cruz superintendent at its 
Jan. 26 meeting. Cruz, the first Latino 
superintendent of AISD, said he is hum-
bled by the opportunity to serve district 
families after working for the district for 
the past nine years. 

What have you learned about 
AISD in your time working for the 
district, and how do you think that 
knowledge will help you to serve 
families? 

There are so many individuals who come 
into the district, who step up to the plate 
to help us make sure that all students are 
graduating from high school. That’s really 
important. And I’ve worked in several 
school districts, but we take it up a notch 
on those types of supports, which I think is 
positive. As far as [being] interim superin-
tendent, in that role I was able to work with 
the board and our community members 
and staff at a deeper level, particularly our 
board members, [for] a better understand-
ing of where we were and where we wanted 
to be as a district and where we are today.  

What are some of your goals? 
It’s always about increasing the gradua-

tion rate [and] making sure more students 
are ready for college and career. So, bottom 
line, that’s always going to be the ultimate 
measure for us. One [goal] is around 
addressing the level of rigor that we have 

EDUCATION
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Paul Cruz
New Austin ISD 
superintendent talks 
district goals, funding

Austin ISD Superintendent Paul Cruz sits in his Sixth Street office Feb. 4.

in every single classroom, [making] sure 
that we continue to increase the level of 
rigor, and so we have all kids graduating, 
or enrolling, in the Distinguished Level 
of Achievement plan, which is the highest 
graduation plan offered in the state. …

As far as staff, [the goal is] around com-
pensation and that we compensate our staff 
members, particularly our teachers, for the 
good work that they are doing. We have the 
highest graduation rates we have ever had 
in the history of the district, and we have 
gotten there because of our teachers and 
our principals and support staff who really 
have supported our kids and our families. 
... There are community members and 
constituents who feel that they have been 
left out of the decision-making process 
and want to be much more engaged, and 
so that’s another goal ... reaching out and 
extending the hand to all of our constitu-
ency so that they are also part of the school 
improvement process. There has to be a 
strong level of trust. 

The district is in the process of 
planning its budget for fiscal year 
2015-16 and beyond. What kind of 
changes will the district be making 
and what can taxpayers expect to 
see as part of the budget, especially 
around staff compensation? 

We are looking at different scenarios of 
what would a 3 percent or what would a 5 
percent [increase] cost? Where are we as 
far as employee pay for different job clas-
sifications? 

But what we do know is a 5 percent 
increase is $25 million. And of the $25 mil-
lion for the 5 percent increase, for teach-
ers it is a little around $15 million. ... But 
we are creating different scenarios for the 
board as to what is it going to take to move 
into the direction to balance the budget.

The district has experienced two 
consecutive years of enrollment 
declines, and it is projected that the 
student population will continue to 
decrease during the next 10 years. 
What are some of the key factors 
contributing to that and what is 
AISD doing to respond to those 
declines? 

That’s attributed to lower birth rates 
and affordability, but I think we have to 
address that through better programming. 
…  Really, when we look at enrollment 
it’s really pre-K and [kindergarten], that’s 
where really we’re not seeing the numbers 
come in, but that also was the same for 
other districts in the entire area. … 

We still have schools that are overen-
rolled; we have schools that are under-
enrolled. And so there are going to be 
different solutions based on what’s best 
in that area and that community. What 
we have done this year for next year is 
we are actually moving some grade levels 
to different schools or [changing] some 
boundaries.  … Our board approved 
a policy for students who live outside 
AISD to enroll in Austin ISD and we get 
funding for those students, and that’s 
something that is different.

What is the status of planning for a 
new south high school?  

The purchase of the land, that’s really 
where the board is right now. What was 
authorized by the voters is for the district 
to purchase land. Anything beyond that 
would still then take additional conversa-
tion about then building a school. But 
we are not there yet. … Even though it’s 
south, it impacts Travis [High School]; it 
will impact potentially Eastside [Memorial 
and] McCallum [high schools]. 

What is the likelihood that 
the district could call for a tax 
ratification election in the next few 
years, and what would that mean for 
taxpayers and the district? 

That’s being discussed as we build out 
our budget; we are looking at our bud-
get in a multiyear plan. … $175 million 
this year is going to go to the state [from 
AISD] under recapture.  … The way it 
impacts us as far as a TRE, [if we raise] a 
penny of tax effort for us on the mainte-
nance and operations side … only 50 per-
cent or less is actually going to stay here.

We don’t feel very property-wealthy 
because 62 percent of the kids are in 
poverty; 27 percent are English language 
learners. We are a large, urban school sys-
tem, it does take money to transport stu-
dents around to different programs and 
we get no money because we are Chapter 
41—we don’t get any money for  
transportation. 

For more information visit impactnews.com

HYDE 
P A R K 
SCHOOLS

hp-schools.org/visithp          
Hyde Park Schools

ADMISSIONS 
TOURS
March 31   

April 7, 8, 9 

hp-schools.org/
visithp

4K TO 12TH GRADE.  
COLLEGE PREP.  

CHRIST-CENTERED.
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Get a detailed picture of your heart 
in a heartbeat.

HeartSaver CT provides the possibility of early  

detection of heart disease, when it is most easily 

treated. This vital test provides you life-saving 

information from one of the top heart programs 

in Texas. To schedule your HeartSaver CT, call 

512-407-SAVE and care for your heart today.

3801 N. Lamar Blvd. • Austin, TX 78756 
StDavids.com/heartsaver

15-SDH-0171 Heart Saver Ad_Community Impact_V3.indd   1 2/9/15   10:21 AM

Coal Tar Ban
It is illegal to use  
coal tar containing pavement 
sealants in the City of Austin 
and its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ). 

The City banned coal tar containing sealants in 2006 because they 
are a potent source of PAH’s (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons), 
an organic contaminant known to be toxic to aquatic life.

Check to see if your property is located 
within the Austin city limits or the ETJ  
before sealing a parking lot.  Find out at 
www.austintexas.gov/gis/JurisdictionsWebMap/

Request Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) from any potential contractor 
or sealcoat applicator before purchasing 
or applying sealants to verify their 
compliance with the ordinance.

www.austintexas.gov/coaltar or call 512.974.2550
For more Information and a list of coal tar alternative products, visit 

The City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 
recognizes the following Austin Enviro Mechanics for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Austin Enviro Mechanics logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.

To become a member or to get more information, call 
512-974-2550 or visit our website at: 
www.austintexas.gov/austinenviromechanics

Clean Shops 
   Clean Water

www.austintexas.gov/austinenviromechanics

   Clean Water
The City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 
recognizes the following Austin Enviro Mechanics for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Austin Enviro Mechanics logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.

To become a member or to get more information, call 
512-974-2550 or visit our website at: 

   Clean Water
recognizes the following Austin Enviro Mechanics for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Austin Enviro Mechanics logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.

To become a member or to get more information, call 
512-974-2550 or visit our website at: 
www.austintexas.gov/austinenviromechanics

   Clean Waterfor

Advanced Automotive and Tire
7528 Burnet Road • 512-454-3454

Arbor Car Wash and Lube
10401 Jollyville Road • 512-346-8050

Arboretum Auto Service
12108 B Roxie Drive • 512-343-8393

Austin Infi niti
8140 Burnet Road • 512-453-0660

Auto Gate Austin
435 Industrial Boulevard • 512-444-4283

Balcones Exxon Automotive
5400 Balcones Drive • 512-452-5422

B&B Muffl er & Automotive Service Center
3000 S. Lamar Blvd • 512-447-5581

Brake Check # 17
205 E. Ben White Boulevard • 512-448-1221

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E2
2500 W. Palmer Lane • 512-388-6060

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E3
6412 S. I35 • 512-442-9388

Caliber Collision Centers
8735 N. Lamar Boulevard • 512-836-0000

Caliber Collision Centers
6222 Manchaca Road • 512-443-2244

Capitol Chevrolet
6200 S. I35 • 512-444-8888

Capital Metro
2910 E. 5th Street • 512-389-7411

Capital V Connection
4201 S. Congress Avenue • 512-441-1334

Champion Toyota
4800 S. I35 • 512-440-4500

East First Grocery
1811 E. Cesar Chavez Street • 512-477-0988

Ellis & Salazar Garage & Body Shop
4501 S. Congress Avenue • 512-444-5555

E-Z Food Store #5
6400 S. 1st Street • 512-447-5825

Flamingo Automotive
3512 Guadalupe Street • 512-459-9917

Friendly’s Auto Repair 

419 Tillery Street • 512-385-4466

Goodyear Auto Service Center
907 E. 41st Street • 512-459-6554

Great Hills Automotive
5346 Thunder Creek Road • 512-795-2995

Jiffy Lube #2926
3704 Spicewood Springs Road 
512-345-1274

Kwik Kar Southwest

4316 W William Cannon • 512-891-7800

Lamb’s Tire & Automotive Center #4
3564 Far West Boulevard • 512-345-6600

Leonard Johnson’s Garage & Muffl er 
Center
4401 S. 1st Street • 512-445-2892

Lexus of Austin
9910 Stonelake Boulevard • 512-343-3400

Marks American Car Care
6303 Cameron Road • 512-459-1486

Maxwell Ford
5000 S. I35 • 512-443-5000

Mazda South
4506 S. I35 • 512-462-3131

Mercedes Benz of Austin
6757 Airport Blvd • 512-406-3321

Mopac Auto Service Inc.
3500 Hyridge Drive • 512-346-0438

Redline Automotive & Marine
4705 Weidemar Lane • 512-441-0416

Swedish Auto Service
11008 N. Lamar Boulevard •  512-836-0022

Travis Engine Center
2406 Hidalgo Street • 512-476-6837

Zimmer’s Auto Shop
2313 Thorton Road #C • 512-445-6731

our AUSTIN ENVIRO MECHANICS�
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North Austin green 
space becomes a 
priority for council
Members, residents advocate 
to add more community parks

By Lyndsey Taylor
Newly elected Austin City Council 

members in districts 4 and 7 are planning to 
improve upon the limited number of parks 
and accessible green spaces in North Austin. 

District 4 Councilman Greg Casar said 
the new regional-based council system 
allows council to look at geographic needs.  

“Clearly something that stands out when 
you look at District 4 compared to any 
other district in the city is that we have the 
least amount of park space,” Casar said. 
“We have the highest number of children 
and some of the most multifamily housing 
[units] of anywhere in the city.” 

In August, City Council purchased a 
5-acre property at 500 E. Powell Lane near 
Lamar Boulevard in District 4. Casar hopes 
to make funding for development of the 
land a priority in the 2015 budget, he said.

“Clearly the Georgian Acres and North 
Lamar [neighborhoods] are way behind as 
far as park space goes. I think that will be 
the kind of argument that gets us the fund-
ing that we need,” Casar said. “At the same 
time it’s not just about Georgian Acres and 
North Lamar; I would be advocating for 
anywhere in the city that has those similar 
issues to get the funding they need to build 
and maintain park space.” 

Julia Foree, chairwoman of the North 
Lamar Combined Neighborhood Plan 
Contact Team, said she and her team made 
park location suggestions to the city before 
the Powell Lane land was purchased. The 
contact team is charged with shepherd-
ing the city’s implementation of the North 
Lamar Combined Neighborhood Plan, 
which covers the area from US 183 north 
to Braker Lane and from I-35 west to 
North Lamar Boulevard, Foree said.

PARKS

  The contact team could work with the 
city’s parks department to host community 
meetings to gather residents’ ideas about 
what amenities might be best for the Powell 
Lane park, she said. The neighborhood’s 
recommendation to increase available park 
land available in the area is included in the 
North Lamar Combined Neighborhood 
Planning Area plan, which was adopted by 
council years ago, she said.

Residents have recommended parks 
include a pavilion, drinking fountains, a 
community garden, and open space for 
soccer or football games.  Residents have 
also recommended accessibility and other 

improvements to Barrington Elementary 
School Park and the Brownie Pocket Park 
playground, she said.  

“The idea is to directly serve the com-
munity but not have so many amenities 
that we are attracting people from outside 
the neighborhood,” Foree said. “[We are 
also] trying to find ways to address the 
cultural diversity that we have in the area. 
That is one of our most wonderful assets. 
We have people from all different countries 
and ethnic backgrounds in our area.” 

District 7 Councilwoman Leslie Pool 
said she wants to revitalize the Destination 
Parks and Greenways Plan, which aims to 

have parks within a quarter-mile of any 
home in Austin. Former Councilwoman 
Beverly Griffith championed the plan in 
the 1990s, and Pool said she wants to con-
tinue Griffith’s efforts.  

“What I want to do is get a hold of the 
plan … to see what progress the city has 
made on her vision,” Pool said.  

Casar said council could also work to 
utilize existing resources from sources, 
such as Austin ISD, to find ways to share 
green space. A citywide analysis could be 
conducted to identify where children live 
and how that compares to the locations of 
existing park resources, he said.

1   Alderbrook Pocket Park

2   Austin Memorial Park Cemetery

3   Barrington Elementary School Park

4   Brownie Pocket Park

5   Cook Elementary School Park

6   Domain Central Park

7   Future location of Georgian Acres    
        Neighborhood Park

8   Gracywoods Neighborhood Park

9   Gustavo “Gus” Garcia District Park

10   North Austin Recreation Center/YMCA

11   North Star Greenbelt

12   Northwest Recreation Center

13   Payton Gin Pocket Park

14   Pillow Elementary School Park

15   Quail Creek Park

16   Ron Rigsby Pocket Park

17   Walnut Creek Greenbelt

18   Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park

19   Wooldridge Elementary School Park

20   Wooten Neighborhood Park

1   

Source: city of Austin Parks and Recreation Department

North Austin’s greenery
 
This map shows existing parks and 
recreation centers in North Austin between 
MoPac and I-35. Austin City Council 
purchased 5 acres of land at 500 E. Powell 
Lane for the Georgian Acres Neighborhood 
Park. This list is not comprehensive.  
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Take a tour to see how amazing life at Ashwood is, 
and find out about this month’s special pricing.

12151 Hunters Chase Drive, Austin TX 78729 • 512-336-4100
www.ashwoodassistedliving.com

Ashwood
&R E T I R E M E N T A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G

Ashwood....The Best Kept Secret in Assisted Living!
Housekeeping and linen services • 3 delicious meals a day
Door to door transportation service • Kitchenettes with appliances
Beautiful heated pool • Social events and mixers • Shopping trips, exercise & fitness classes,  
live musical performances and much more

  

LET
LIFE
HAPPEN
10011 STONELAKE BLVD.
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78759

888.717.3520

www.broadstonearboretum.com

NOW LEASING
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Community Park

Quarry Lake

The 
Arboretum

to Downtown

Gateway 
Shopping
Center

Whole 
Foods

Steck
Valley
Park
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LIVE 
AT YOUR
OWN PACE

LIVE 
AT YOUR
OWN PACE

- Arboretum at Great Hills 

- Gateway Shopping Center 

- The Domain 

- LoneStar Court 

- Arbor Walk 

- Whole Foods 

- Trader Joe’s 

- Top Golf 

5 MINS5 MINS

Elegant Clubroom with Entertainment Spaces

24/7 Athletic Center outfitted with Cardio 
Theatre, Free Weights, Individual Weight 
Machines and Expresso Bikes featuring  

Interactive Display Board

Executive Business Lounge with Wi-Fi Access

Private Business Suites 
 Available for Reservation

Social Lounge with Latte & Tea Bar

Outdoor Summer Kitchen with Grilling Area

Resort Style Swimming Pool with Relaxed 
Seating and Tanning Ledge

Covered Corridors with Direct Access to 
Garage Parking

Social Calendar with Activities

24/7 Emergency Maintenance

Recycling Programs Available

Pet Friendly

15 MINS15 MINS

- Downtown 

- The Capitol Building 

- University of Texas  
 at Austin 

- Stubb’s Bar-B-Q 

- Lady Bird Lake and 
 Hike/Bike Trail 

- Congress Avenue Bats 

- East Austin 

- Farmers Market

- Austin Food Trucks 

- Zilker Park

CLUBHOUSECLUBHOUSE COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Balcones
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Park Bend Dr.

Dr. Patricia Gunter joins �e Austin Diagnostic Clinic’s 
Menopause & Osteoporosis Center.  She specializes in 
menopause and osteoporosis and provides comprehensive 
women’s health services including breast cancer screenings. 
Dr. Gunter is board certi�ed by the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and a certi�ed Menopause 
Practitioner.  

  Call 512-901-4072 for appointments.

 Now accepting new patients and most
       insurances, including Medicare.

ADC North
12221 MoPac Expwy N.
512-901-4072

Patricia Gunter, M.D.
Menopause & Osteoporosis

ADC WELCOMES 
MENOPAUSE SPECIALIST

PATRICIA GUNTER, MD

Remember to 
schedule your 
annual exams

Women’s services at ADC North include on-site Mammograms, Ultrasound, 
Lab, Menopause, Bone Densitometry, Endocrinology & Ob/Gyn.

ADC North

M A N C H E S T E R  T E X A S  F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

APF_Ad_Grant_FINAL.indd   1 3/16/15   9:09 AM

12126 Hunters Chase Dr • Austin, TX 78729 • (512) 258-4153 • http://www.pavilioncollision.com

More Than Just a Body Shop, 
Pavilion Collision Repair Center is a full service, 

one stop shop for all your needs!
 » Family Owned and Operated since 

1988
 » Better Business Bureau A+ Rating
 » We work on all makes and models
 » All insurance company estimates 

accepted
 » Paintless Dent Removal
 » Specialize in full vehicle restoration

 » Window Tinting / Vehicle Detailing
 » State Inspections
 » Rotation / Balancing / Alignments
 » RV Repair
 » Full Mechanical Services
 » Commercial Trucks
 » Fleet Vehicles

183

  

   
     

       H
unter’s Chase Dr

Pavilion Collision Center Grocery GIVEAWAY!
Come in and register for a 

Ad must be presented in order to register for the drawing. Drawing will 
be held on the first business day of each month. Winner will be notified 

via email or phone and will have 2 weeks to pick up gift card

$200 GROCERY STORE GIFT CARD.
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DEVELOPMENT

Road to have new residents, businesses in 2015

RR 620 experiencing residential, 
commercial construction boom

By Leslee Bassman
With plans in the works for major projects 

in Bee Cave, Lakeway, Hudson Bend and Four 
Points, a wave of new construction along the  
RR 620 corridor during 2014 points to contin-
ued growth for the region in the coming year.

“The [RR 620/Lake Travis] area will continue  

 
to do very well in 2015,” said Mark Sprague, 
director of information capital at Independence 
Title Co. “Will it do better than this year or the 
previous year? Well, that’s pushing it.

“[Property] values will continue to escalate. 
We’re blessed to be in Austin.”

LAKEWAY
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Lakeway Marina

The Hills Golf 
Course

Lakeway  
Resort and Spa

Canopy at 
Hudson Bend

Infamous  
Brewing Co.

Iguana 
 Grill

Hudson’s on 
the Bend

Lexus of Lakeway

Lakeway Medical Village
Wild Cherry Drive development • Independent 
living facility • The Harbor at Lakeway
Goddard School • Hotel • Credit Union

Cielo Apartment Living/Madrone Apartment Homes

Terrace at Bee CaveBackyard at Bee Cave
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Hill Country Indoor

Hill Country Galleria
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Trails at 620

Lake Travis Marina

The Oasis

Stokes Ranch

Holiday Inn Express

Children’s Learning Adventure

Windy Ridge 
Apartment Homes

Austin Regional Clinic
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Steiner Ranch
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Escape at Four Points
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The Preserve at Zimmerman Lane
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Concordia University

WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
A YEAR MAKES
2014 development along RR 620

Residential coming soon Residential opened in 2014 Commercial coming soon Commercial opened in 2014

In 2014 development along western Travis County’s RR 620 grew to new heights. This map illustrates large residential and commercial projects 
that either opened in 2014 or are coming soon to the RR 620 corridor—from Hwy. 71 to Anderson Mill Road. Experts, including local analyst 
Mark Sprague, director of information capital at Independence Title Co., anticipate the trend will continue in 2015.

Map not to scale. Map not comprehensive of all area commercial and residential developments.
Design and illustration by Amy Vanlandingham
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Construction on the city’s largest 
project, the 175,000-square-foot 
Oaks at Lakeway, began in late 
2014 but took two years to plan, said 
Jon Andrus, a partner at Stratus 
Properties, the project’s developer.
The 90-acre development is expected 
to be a “true neighborhood retail 
center” driven by anchor H-E-B that is 
anticipated to open Oct. 30, he said.

The 65-acre Lakeway Medical 
Village is under construction, with its 
Goddard School—a preschool and 
after-school care program—expected 

to be up and running in April, school 
owner Raul Alvarez said. Additional 
medical offices, a Randolph-Brooks 
Credit Union and two hotels—La 
Quinta and Marriott brands—are 
proposed for the tract, developer Joel 
Canfield said. 

The Harbor at Lakeway, a 150-
room, assisted-living and memory-
care community in Lakeway Medical 
Village, is expected to open in 2015, 
he said. A 125-room independent-
living facility will also begin 
construction in early 2015 on the 

parcel directly behind The Harbor at 
Lakeway, Canfield said.

Lakeway witnessed the opening of 
its first acute medical rehabilitation 
facility—Vibra Rehabilitation 
Hospital—Nov. 24.

Site plans for Lexus of Lakeway 
were approved in 2014 by Lakeway 
City Council, marking a change in the 
city’s longstanding prohibition against 
automotive dealerships. The service 
center and car dealership is expected 
to open mid-July or August. 

LAKEWAY

Builder Taylor Morrison 
broke ground Oct. 6 on 
its final Steiner Ranch 
neighborhood—the 
84-homesite The Grove 
at Steiner Ranch, Vice 
President Adib Khoury said.  

Suites at shopping center 
High Pointe Village are 
being offered for lease and 
purchase, said owner Nancy 
Bui of the planned 70,000- 
to 80,000-square-foot 
commercial development. 
However, further progress 
on the project may wait until 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation completes a 
study for a bypass roadway to 
cut through the tract to make 
access easier, she said.

A 150-unit duplex project 
is in the works for Steiner 
Ranch tract MU-14 at RR 
620 and Quinlan Park Road, 
Khoury said.

A CVS/pharmacy and an 
unknown commercial building 
are planned for a 7-acre tract 
at the northwest corner of 
RR 620’s intersection with 
RR 2222, tract owner James 
George said.

Phase 2 of the Trails at 
620 is slated to include new 
dining, entertainment and a 
35,000-square-foot child care 
facility—Children’s Learning 

Adventure—in 2015, adding 
to a Holiday Inn Express 
hotel now under construction 
in Phase 1, developer Leslie 
Sloan said.

Three new residential 
projects on RR 620 are 
zoned to Leander ISD and 
Vandegrift High School:

Taylor Morrison’s 
Montebello, a 50-acre gated 
community, broke ground early 
this year and will offer single-
family homes, Khoury said. 

A 25-acre tract along 
RR 620 at Buckner Road 
is being developed into a 
residential neighborhood 
and retail center, Stokes 
Ranch. The project will 
include 30 single-family 
homes and an 8,000- 
to 10,000-square-foot 
neighborhood retail center, 
HTH Capital partner 
Kevin Hunter said. Two 
neighborhood entrances will 
be on Buckner Road and RR 
620, he said.

Land on RR 620 has 
been cleared for a 120-unit 
affordable housing complex, 
Windy Ridge Apartment 
Homes, set to open this 
fall, said Roland Broussard 
of Realtex Development, 
the project’s developer with 
Generation Housing.

FOUR POINTS
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ROUND ROCK
661 Louis Henna Blvd.
Suite 450
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.969.6625

GRAND OPENING, ALL PRESALE DISCOUNTS END APRIL 9TH

5

10721 RESEARCH BLVD 
AUSTIN TX, 78759

512-900-3223



Appraisal districts deadline approaching

TAXES

Compiled by Emilie Lutostanski, Design by Kara Nordstrom

Sources: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Williamson Central Appraisal 
District, Travis Central Appraisal District

This list is a sampling of local exemption amounts but is not comprehensive. 

Common  
property tax 
exemptions

General homestead 
exemptions require that the 
owner claims the property 

as the primary residence and not claim 
an exemption on another residence in 
or outside of Texas. The exemption also 
limits the amount the assessed value can 
increase year over year to 10 percent. 

Homestead 
exemption

Age 65 or older exemption
To qualify for the age 65 or older 
exemption, the homeowner must be age 
65 or older and live in the house. If the 
age 65 or older homeowner dies, the 
surviving spouse may continue to receive 

the exemption if the surviving spouse is age 55 or 
older at the time of death and lives in and owns 
the home and applies for the exemption.

There are many additional exemptions allowed 
under the Texas Property Code, including those for 
veterans and charitable organizations. For additional 
information, visit http://comptroller.texas.gov.

Anderson Mill Limited District $5,000 $10,000 $10,000

Central Health $5,000 $70,000 $70,000

City of Austin $0 $70,000 $70,000

North Austin MUD No. 1 $0 $10,000 $10,000

Travis County  $0 $70,000 $70,000

Williamson County $0 $25,000 $15,000

Austin ISD  $15,000 $25,000 $15,000

Pflugerville ISD $15,000 $19,100 $30,000

Round Rock ISD  $15,000 $10,000 $13,000

OFFERED

Disability 
exemption

A disabled person must meet 
the definition of disabled for 

the purpose of receiving disability insurance 
benefits under the Federal Old-Age, 
Survivors and Disability Insurance Act.

A person who qualifies as both age 65 or 
older and disabled does not qualify for both 
but must choose which exemption to claim.

Local exemptions
DISABILITY65+HOMESTEAD

Filing PROPERTY TAX exemptions

How much  
it could save 
State law requires 
public school 
districts to offer a 
$15,000 homestead 
exemption as well as 
at least an additional 
$10,000 for property 
owners age 65 and older and at 
least $10,000 for disabled property 
owners. Any taxing entity, including 
a city, county, school district or 
special district, has the option of 
offering a separate exemption of 
up to 20 percent of the property’s 
appraised value but not less than 
$5,000. Taxing units can also offer 
an optional senior or disability 
exemption of $3,000. A county may 
also offer a $3,000 exemption if it 
collects a property tax to fund farm-
to-market roads or flood control.

How to check if you have 
exemptions
Depending on the county of residence, 
property owners can check if they have 
exemptions filed using the property search 
tool on the Williamson Central 
Appraisal District website,  
www.wcad.org, or the Travis 
Central Appraisal District website, 
www.traviscad.org. 

How to file
Exemptions in Williamson 
County can be filed online at 
www.wcad.org, by email to 
exemptions@wcad.org, or hand-delivered or 
mailed to the Williamson Central Appraisal 
District, 625 FM 1460, Georgetown. In Travis 
County applications can be mailed to or 
dropped off at the Travis Central Appraisal 
District, 8314 Cross Park Drive, Austin, or faxed 
to 512-835-5371. 

Texas law allows a variety of exemptions 
from local property taxes. A partial 

exemption removes either a percentage or a 
fixed dollar amount of the property’ s value 
from taxation, and a total exemption ex-
cludes the entire property from taxation. In 
essence exemptions lower the total property 
value amount that is taxed by an entity, such 
as a city, school district, county or munici-
pal utility district, or MUD.

The deadline for filing an exemption 
application is April 30. In most circum-
stances exemptions from property tax 
require an application to be filed with the 
county’s central appraisal district. There is 
no charge to file an exemption application. 
The property owner only needs to apply for 
an exemption once unless there is a change 
to the status of the property, such as a new 
owner or tenant, or if a new application is 
requested by the central appraisal district. 
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Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

10% 
OFF

Not to Exceed $150.00

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

SPRING IS 
HERE!

...AND SO 
ARE THE 

CRITTERS!

Lincoln Tax
BUSINESS ADVISORS

SPECIAL TAX SEASON HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 8:30 am to 7 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
CALL TO SCHEDULE 
AFTER-HOURS APPOINTMENTS!

SPECIAL TAX SEASON HOURS:
Monday-Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:
CALL TO SCHEDULE 
AFTER-HOURS APPOINTMENTS!

SERVICES:
• Individual Tax Preparation
• Business Tax Preparation
• Business Services
• Payroll Services
• Business Consulting 

Services
• Pick up and delivery of 

documents Individual tax preparation. 
Expires 4/15/15

512-767-7550 • lincoln-tax.net • info@lincoln-tax.net
12129 Ranch Road 620 N, Suite 610, Austin, TX 78750

(Right behind the Dairy Queen on RR 620, across from Hill Country Bible Church)

$10 Off

Schedule an 

Appointm
ent!
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Williamson County Compiled by Jennifer Curington and Kate Morris

WilCo hires new 
elections director
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
After reviewing 114 applications, 
Williamson County has hired a 
new elections administrator.

The county’s elections com-
mission selected Chris Davis for 
the position during its Feb. 26 
meeting.

The position became vacant 
in November after Jason Barnett 
resigned. Kay Eastes was named 
interim elections administrator 
Nov. 18.

Davis is a graduate of Sam 
Houston State University and 
served as the Cameron County 
elections administrator.

He will begin working with 
the county April 13. 

Austin City Council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000  • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

AUSTIN The creation of the city’s Park-
land Events Task Force was approved 
during the March 5 Austin City Council  
meeting.

The PETF will examine how existing 
events might impact city parkland. The 
group will also make recommendations 
about how park space can best be uti-
lized as a neighborhood asset, according 
to a draft resolution.

The task force will consist of 17 
members, 11 of whom will be appointed 
by council—one from each council 
member and the mayor. The remaining 
members will be appointed by the Parks 
and Recreation board, Music Commis-
sion Environmental board and the Open 
Space, Environment and Sustainability 
council committee, which will have three 
appointments.  

Any task force recommendations will 

be due to the Open Space, Environment 
and Sustainability committee no later 
than June 5. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kathie Tovo initi-
ated the task force proposal, which 
stems from her concern about how 
major events affect city parkland, such 
as Zilker Park, Auditorium Shores and 
Festival Beach.

Task force created to examine parkland uses

Zilker Park is home to several special events 
throughout the year.
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Many of Austin City Council’s committees will meet for 
the first time in April after establishing the committee 
structure in February. The committees will discuss and 
debate issues before they go to the full council. These 
meetings will also be where public input is emphasized. 
Some committee leaders may decide to hold public 
hearings on different days and times than the regularly 
scheduled meetings as listed below. 

• Audit and Finance: fourth Wed., 9 a.m.–noon
• Austin Energy Utility Oversight: fourth Thu., 

9 a.m.–noon
• Economic Opportunity: second Mon., 

9 a.m.–noon
• Health and Human Services: first Mon., 

4–7 p.m.
• Housing and Community Development: fourth 

Wed., 4–7 p.m. 
• Mobility: first Wed., 3–6 p.m.
• Open Space, Environment and Sustainability: 

fourth Wed., 2–5 p.m. 
• Planning and Neighborhoods: third Mon., 

4–7 p.m.
• Public Safety: fourth Mon., 4–7 p.m.
• Public Utilities: third Wed., 3–6 p.m.

Austin City Council committees

Source: city of Austin

Pain is inevitable.
Suffering is optional.

MARK T. MALONE, M.D. |  Board Certified Pain Management Physician

the physicians & staff of
advanced pain care are dedicated

to helping our patients regain
their quality of life.

call today for an appointment.

SEVEN CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: ROUND ROCK . CENTRAL AUSTIN . SOUTH AUSTIN . CEDAR PARK . GEORGETOWN . WACO . KILLEEN
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Patrick, Straus name committees 
in Senate, House for 84th session
AUSTIN For Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, his first 
time assigning senators to each of the 14 
Senate committees was a bit like the NFL 
draft and involved charting assignments 
on a whiteboard. 

The 84th Legislature will have the large 
undertaking of considering which of 
several thousand bills to approve. To assist 
with that process each chamber utilizes 
committees tasked with considering legis-
lation on specific issues.

“That’s where everything happens,” 
Patrick said.

The 31 senators typically sit on four 
to five committees, which mostly have 
between seven and 11 members. Patrick 
has sole discretion for making committee 
assignments in the Senate and released his 
assignments Jan. 23. He used his knowledge 
of being a senator to 
provide insight into 
determining assign-
ments and also asked 
each senator his or 
her preferences.

“You try to put 
people on commit-
tees where they have 
interest and passion,” Patrick said.

The Senate has 14 committees with one 
subcommittee on border security, which 
is a decrease from 18 committees during 
the 83rd Legislature. Once he assigns bills 
to committees, Patrick said he lets chair-
men and chairwomen lead. This session 
he appointed the first woman, Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, to chair the 
finance committee. Patrick also reduced 
the number of Democrats serving as chair-
men and chairwomen from six to two.

Patrick said he considered a senator’s  
experience and subject knowledge in mak-
ing appointments for committee chair.

“The chairman has all the power,” he 

said. “They decide which bills to hear. 
They decide which bills are voted out. They 
decide who the invited expert witnesses 
are. A chairman has to be decisive.”

In the House of Representatives, seniority 
plays a significant role in determining some 
of the committee placements. Members 
who have served the longest get first pick, 
and House Speaker Rep. Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, appoints the remainder of the 
assignments. This is Straus’ fourth time to 
make committee assignments as speaker.

The House has 38 committees and two 
select or special committees Straus created 
for this session. Each of the 150 House 
members sit on at least one committee with 
most serving on two or three committees. 
Committees typically have between seven 
to 11 members. House committees are 

each assigned differ-
ent subject matters to 
determine which bills 
it considers. In mak-
ing the committee 
assignments, Straus 
said he considers the 
demographic and 
geographic makeup of 

the House to ensure balance.
“It’s impossible to make it exactly bal-

anced and to make it exactly perfect, but 
we do our best to please the members and 
put them in positions where we think they 
can be effective,” Straus said.

This session brought the challenge of 
appointing new chairmen and chair-
women to committees because many 
members either did not run for re-election 
or ran for other offices, Straus said. This 
allowed him to effect change in leadership.

“It’s good not to be too stagnant and 
a good signal to the public that we have 
versatile members, and they can handle a 
wide variety of challenges,” Straus said.

“You try to put people 
on committees 
where they have 
interest and passion.”

—Dan Patrick, lieutenant governor

Dan Patrick served in the Texas Senate for 
eight years before being elected lieutenant 
governor. He is the first senator to become 
lieutenant governor in Texas since the 1960s.

Patrick was first elected to the Senate in 
2006 to serve District 7, which covers most 
of Northwest Houston and areas of Tomball, 
Jersey Village and Katy.

Patrick released his committee assignments 

four days after the start of the 84th Legisla-
ture, allowing senators to begin considering 
legislation. During the first weeks of the 
session, committees have already approved 
bills on open-carry laws and the allocation of 
a portion of the motor vehicle sales tax toward 
transportation.

Patrick and his wife, Jan, have two children, 
Ryan and Shane, and live in Cypress.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DAN PATRICK • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: NOV. 4, 2014 • 512-463-0001 • WWW.LTGOV.STATE.TX.US

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate

Joe Straus has served as speaker of the 
House since January 2009. He was first 
elected to the House in February 2005 to repre-
sent District 121, which includes Bexar County 
and areas of Northeast San Antonio.

During his time in the House, Straus has 
helped the House pass balanced budgets, 
reduce the number of state tests in public 
schools, improve career readiness and make 

the budget more transparent for taxpayers. He 
also helped build support for a long-term water 
plan that would not raise taxes. Straus launched 
a fiscal review process in 2014 to analyze state 
agencies. Results were incorporated into the 
House’s proposed budget in January.

Straus is a San Antonio native, where he lives 
with his wife, Julie, and two daughters, Sara 
and Robyn.

JOE STRAUS • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: FEB. 5, 2005 • 512-463-1000 • WWW.HOUSE.STATE.TX.US/MEMBERS/SPEAKER

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

By Amy Denney

SEN. CHARLES SCHWERTNER • DISTRICT 5 SEN. KIRK WATSON • DISTRICT 14

REP. DAWNNA DUKES • DISTRICT 46 REP. PAUL WORKMAN • DISTRICT 47

REP. DONNA HOWARD • DISTRICT 48 REP. ELLIOTT NAISHTAT • DISTRICT 49

REP. CELIA ISRAEL • DISTRICT 50 REP. TONY DALE • DISTRICT 136

R-GEORGETOWN
Administration, Business & Commerce, Finance, 
Health & Human Services*, State Affairs

D-AUSTIN
Business & Commerce, Finance, Government 
Facilities, Higher Education, Nominations

D-AUSTIN
Appropriations; Culture, Recreation & Tourism**; 
Emerging Issues in Texas Law Enforcement**

R-AUSTIN
Insurance, Natural Resources, State & Federal 
Power & Responsibility**

D-AUSTIN
Appropriations, Higher Education**, House 
Administration

D-AUSTIN
Human Services, Public Health**

D-AUSTIN
Elections, Transportation

R-CEDAR PARK
Energy Resources, Homeland Security & Public 
Safety, Local & Consent Calendars

84TH LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
for Northwest Austin lawmakers

*Chair, **Vice/co-chair

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_nwa and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

yoga yoga

Hatha     |     Vinyasa     |     Ashtanga     |     Kundalini     |     Health & Wellness     |     Family Yoga 

15 days for $15
Northwest: 12001 Burnet Rd     |     North: 2167 West Anderson Ln     |     Westlake: 2501 S Cap of TX    |    Westgate: 4477 S Lamar #420

Limit One Per Student   Offer Good Through April 30, 2015yogayoga.com     |     512.707.9642
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• 36 private rooms with private baths

• Spacious therapy gyms

• In house pharmacy

• Bariatric rooms

• Bedside dialysis capabilities

• Dedicated ADL therapy area

• Respiratory therapy services 

• Individualized intensive therapy 
programs–physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech 
therapy

• Community based specialty
physicians providing medical care

• Patient specifi c eRehab 
outcomes data

• Fully electronic medical records

• FREE on site street level parking

For more information, to make a referral, 
or for a tour, please contact:

Melanie Kidd, 
Director of Business Development

(512) 201-9742
mkidd@vrhlaketravis.com 

or visit www.vrhlaketravis.com

Now Accepting Patients

2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500

� KEWAY’S NEW 
FULLY DEDICATED 

REHABILITATION HOSPITAL

Vibra Rehabilitation Hospital of Lake Travis has 
earned The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of 

GOLD SEAL OF APPROVAL FOR 
HOSPITAL ACCREDITATION

Approval for Hospital Accreditation by demonstrating continuous 
compliance with its performance standards.  The Gold Seal of 
Approval is a symbol of quality that refl ects an organizations 
commitment to providing safe and eff ective patient care.

SUMMER CAMP • YMCA OF GREATER WILLIAMSON COUNTY

SIGN UP 
TODAY!

From YMCA Camp Twin Lakes and Outdoor Adventure Camps to Excursion, 
Specialty and Kinder Camps, we have what your kids are looking for this 

summer! With convenient locations countywide and affordable weekly rates - 
 Y Summer Camps have it all. For registration details, visit us at 

ymcagwc.org, stop by your local Y, or call us at (512) 615-5563.

NOW REGISTERING
NEW! - Register online at ymcagwc.org
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

24 through 25  
Attic Film Fest

The eighth annual festival features 30 films of faith, hope and 
redemption, including full features, documentaries, shorts and 
student films. 6–10 p.m. $12 (online), $15 (at the door), $45 
(all-access pass). Regal Arbor Cinemas, 9828 Great Hills Trail. 
512-458-6872. www.atticfilmfest.org

25 Walk to Cure Arthritis
The event aims to raise funds to help increase 

access to arthritis medications and treatments as well as fund 
research. Walkers may choose from a 1- or 3-mile course. 
Dogs are welcome. 8 a.m. (registration), 9:30 a.m. (walk). Free. 
Concordia University Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive. 
512-800-4060. www.walktocurearthritisaustin.org

04 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
The seventh annual event allows the public to visit 

10 chicken coops throughout the city. Free events, such as 
classes on chicken basics and composting, are held at the 
tour headquarters from 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m. at the Sunshine 
Community Gardens, 4814 Sunshine Drive. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free (children age 12 and younger), $8 (in advance), $10 
(day of event). www.austincooptour.org

04 Robot Fashion Show
The robotics teams from Anderson and Eastside 

Memorial high schools present humanoid robots they designed 
dressed in fashions created by The University of Texas senior 
design students. 10 a.m. Free. Barnes & Noble Arboretum, 
10000 Research Blvd. www.andersonrobotics.org

05 Pancake breakfast
The SonShiners senior ministry group serves free 

pancakes to the community before Anderson Mill Baptist 
Church’s Easter service at 11 a.m. No special attire is required. 
9–10:45 a.m. Free. Anderson Mill Baptist Church, 10633 Lake 
Creek Parkway. 512-258-5843. www.ambcaustin.org

09 through 12  
Austin International Poetry Festival

The 23rd annual event includes live readings, poetry slams, 
workshops, an all-night open mic and a panel symposium. More 
than 250 poets from throughout the world participate. Events take 
place at various venues, including Barnes & Noble Arboretum, 
10000 Research Blvd. Various times. $15–$45. www.aipf.org

11 Clean Sweep
Keep Austin Beautiful hosts the citywide service 

day. Local opportunities include working at Walnut Creek 
Metropolitan, Gracywoods, Schroeter Neighborhood and 
Balcones District parks. 9 a.m. Free. Locations vary. 512-391-
0617, ext. 705. www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/cleansweep

16 Conversations With … Speaker Series
Three-time Olympian and soccer player Kristine 

Lilly discusses how business affects her life as an athlete. A 
meet and greet is hosted after the event. Noon–1 p.m. Free. 
Concordia University Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive. 
512-313-5302. www.concordia.edu

through 19 
Old Settler’s Music Festival
The annual event offers artisan vendors, 

children’s activities, camping, craft beer and wine, and a 
variety of food vendors. Bluegrass, folk and Americana 
acts perform on four stages during the four-day festival. 
Performance times vary. Free (children age 12 and 
younger), $30–$530 (single-day through four-day package). 
The Salt Lick Pavilion and Camp Ben McCulloch, 18300 
FM 1826, Driftwood. www.oldsettlersmusicfest.org

March

28 through 29  
Zilker Garden Festival

The event includes the annual flower show, live music, 
gardening talks and a food court. Festival musicians include 
The Biscuit Brothers on Saturday and Sara Hickman on 
Sunday. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free (age 3 and younger), $4 (age 
4–12), $8 (age 13 and older), $5 (parking). Zilker Botanical 
Garden Austin Area Garden Center, 2220 Barton Springs 
Road. 512-477-8672. www.zilkergarden.org

29 Austin 10/20
The annual race includes a 10-mile run and 20 

bands performing throughout the course. Headliner Black 
Pistol Fire performs at the end of the course. The race expo 
is March 27–28 at The Quarries Recreation Center, 11400 N. 
MoPac, where runners may pick up race packets. 8 a.m. $90. 
The Domain, Alterra Parkway and Esperanza Crossing. 
512-299-9190. www.austin1020.com

29 Children’s Picnic and Real Food Fair
The third annual family-friendly event includes 

activities such as learning to grow a garden, cooking 
demonstrations, a meet and greet with local farmers, 
live music and food vendors, such as The Soup Peddler, 
Austin Bees and Sustainable Food Center. The rain date 
is April 12. 1–5 p.m. Free. French Legation Museum, 
802 San Marcos St. 512-415-3123. 
www.edibleaustin.com/childrenspicnic

April

04 Easter egg hunt
Toddlers and children age 11 and younger are invited 

to the event. Anderson Mill Baptist Church serves hot dogs 
and offers hunts for different age groups, inflatable bounce 
houses and a raffle drawing. 10 a.m.–noon. Free. Harper Park, 
11008–11098 Lake Creek Parkway. 512-258-5843. 
www.ambcaustin.org

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Amy Denney

1. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 1/02/2015 and may change at any time. 
Early withdrawal on term certificates could result in a substantial penalty. Minimum balance 
of $500 required to open and obtain the advertised 1.01% APY. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Charles Barnett
Longtime Seton executive retires 
after more than two decades

By Lyndsey Taylor

Charles Barnett spent more than 20 years of his career with 
Seton Healthcare Family. He most recently served as executive 
board chair and was Seton’s president and CEO from 1993–2012. 
Under his leadership, Seton underwent many milestones as a 
health care organization, including taking over operations for 
University Medical Center Brackenridge, which is the city of 
Austin and Travis County’s safety net hospital for vulnerable 
populations. Seton’s nurses also began offering health services to 
Austin ISD in response to the district’s budget cuts.

Barnett announced his retirement from Seton in February and 
is now involved in multiple organizations, including serving as 
executive in residence at The University of Texas McCombs School 
of Business and as a board member of Cognitive Pulse, an Austin-
based company that uses advanced analytics, including IBM’s 
Watson technology, to develop data used to improve health care 
for patients. He also serves an adviser for Cognitive Scale, a cogni-
tive cloud company for health care, retail and financial services, 
among other industries. Although Barnett retired from Seton, he 
said he will continue to work to improve patient care. 

PEOPLE

What made you want to become 
involved in a career in health care?

In some ways it was accidental. … I 
[attended] The University of Cincinnati … 
[to study] the history of ideas and the his-
tory of medicine. … I had a collapsed lung. 
… I was a graduate student and I had no 
insurance, so I had this eight-day hospital 
bill. … [The Jewish Hospital of Cincin-
nati] was starting a class in operating 
room technology with The University of 
Cincinnati Medical School. I went through 
the class and became a certified operating 
room technician. I loved working in the 
operating room. I quit doing dissertation 
research, and I was happy as you can imag-
ine working in an OR. 

I was very fortunate. It continues to be a 
wonderful career and vocation.

What is next for you?
I’ve been helping [The University of 

Texas McCombs School of Business] 

with their health care initiatives program 
that they have. I think the work they are 
going to be able to do with the medical 
school will be useful. … I am going to stay 
connected to them and help them on a 
continuous basis.

What is your ideal vision for health 
care in Central Texas? 

My ideal would be to really have a sys-
tem for delivering care and services that is 
person-centric, not provider-centric, which 
is what we have today. The whole [system] 
has been built around the needs of the 
providers—doctors, nurses, hospitals and 
hospital administrators. … A true system 
is sustainable because it’s affordable. You 
can do that if you can optimize the system.

What we’ve done in the United States is 
essentially only have a financing approach 
to health care. [It’s] never been a systematic 
approach to delivering health care and ser-
vices. We need to do that here in Austin.

What are the biggest health care 
needs in Central Texas? 

In some ways there are structural 
changes that have been made that will 
help provide [for] those [needs]. One is the 
work that is being done by the Community 
Care Collaborative to care for the poor 
and vulnerable. We have about 205,000 
uninsured persons in Travis County alone. 
That number is bigger for the nine-county 
region in Central Texas. We know that if 
we can create a system for delivering care 
to these individuals we will reduce the 
dependence on [hospital visits]. What hap-
pens today is that we don’t do anything for 
[the underinsured and uninsured]. Then 
they get sick enough to go to the hospital. 
… We have to continually support, learn 
from and implement the lessons that are 
being learned at the CCC. 

I think we are going to have to train and 
educate health care professionals differ-
ently, and that is where [Seton’s] teaching 

hospital comes in. [The University of 
Texas Dell Medical School dean] Dr. Clay 
Johnston, he is such a remarkable visionary 
for the changes that need to occur within 
the medical education system as well as the 
system for delivering care and services. 

If you wanted to understand U.S. health 
care, the two things you need to know most 
are epidemiology and demographics. As we 
think about the 157 million Americans with 
chronic conditions—which now they say 
represents 85 percent of all costs associated 
with health care—unless we begin to deal 
with chronic conditions differently … we 
will never, ever be able to develop anything 
that is going to be financially sustainable. 
I think making information available to 
persons who have chronic conditions so 
that they can be more effective in self-man-
agement—in the end what you want is 157 
million Americans who are working hard 
to self-manage their chronic conditions to 
keep themselves as healthy as they can be.
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February 2015
Barnett announces his retirement 
from Seton.

November 2012
Voters approve Proposition 1, 
which contributes funds to build-
ing The University of Texas Dell 
Medical School.

2008
Seton Medical Center Williamson 
is built in Round Rock.

June 2007
Dell Children’s Medical Center of 
Central Texas opens.

May 2004
Seton supports the establishment 
of Central Health, Travis County’s 
health care district, to help 
provide health care services to 
the underinsured and uninsured. 

1996
Seton’s nurses began offering 
services to all students in  
Austin ISD.

A sampling of Seton’s 
accomplishments with Barnett’s 

leadership, 1993–2015
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1993
Charles Barnett begins work as 
Seton’s president and CEO.

M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!         Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options        Board certified in Anesthesiology  
           & Pain Medicine 

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190

Round Rock  
7215 Wyoming Spring

Suite 300A 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Austin 
801 W. 38th St.

Suite 400 
Austin, TX 78705

8100 W. Anderson Mill Rd.
Austin, Texas 78729

Discover Easy Living (855) 836-3177

Get connected to comfort, convenience, 
and new friends when you get 
acquainted with North Austin’s newest 
rental community. Just minutes away 
from downtown Austin, and even 
closer to Apple’s new Headquarters. 
These refi ned one- and two-bedroom 
apartment homes feature sophisticated 
granite fi nishes, sleek stainless steel 
appliances and wood fl oors. Discover 
tastefully landscaped gardens, an 
expansive clubroom for entertaining, 
a summer kitchen, a refreshing resort 
pool—even a dog park for our furry 
residents.  Take out a new lease on the 
good life today!

N
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TOLL

Anderson Mill Rd.

Parmer Ln.
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A fter moving to Austin in Septem-
ber, Jonathan and Edith Troen 
did not just want to open a yoga 

studio—they wanted to create a sense of 
community.

Austin Yoga Tree opened Nov. 3, but 
yoga classes are only part of the business. 
The Troens’ goal is to offer an oasis where 
members can feel comfortable.

“We wanted to create a community cen-
ter and sanctuary, an oasis,” Jonathan said.

The yoga studio doubles as a meeting 

FIRST LOOK

Austin Yoga Tree
Couple aims to cultivate community, comfort at studio

By Amy Denney

Jonathan and Edith Troen moved to Austin in September and opened their yoga studio Nov. 3.
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space for the community to host events. 
Austin Yoga Tree also has a children’s 
program and is working to create classes 
for teenagers so anyone of any age can 
participate, Jonathan said.

Memberships cost $99 a month and 
include unlimited classes and two life 
coach sessions per week.

“The coaching work begins to open peo-
ple up,” said Jonathan, who is a licensed 
life mastery coach. “They realize we all 
have the same fears, and we are the same.”

First Look map

Lake Creek 
Pkwy.

Anderson Mill Rd.

Lakeline Blvd.

183

620

2

1

1  Austin Yoga Tree 
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 105B
512-887-8807
www.austinyogatree.com
Twitter: @austinyogatree

2  Charlotte’s Saddlery 
13945 N. US 183, Ste. D-170
512-527-3127
www.charlottes-saddlery.com
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
Thu. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; 
Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Charlotte’s 
Saddlery
Houston-based family 
business opens in Austin
By Lyndsey Taylor

The store sells items for horses, including training 
equipment, toys, treats and grooming care products. 
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C harlotte Raisbeck grew up horse-
back riding English-style in Kansas 
City and continued her love for 

equestrian activities well into her teenage 
years and after she graduated from college. 

She spent much of her career in real estate 
and in 1977 decided to move to Houston to 
open her own equestrian shop, one that sold 
both English and Western horseback riding 
equipment, which are designed to accom-
modate various riding styles.

Charlotte’s Saddlery became a family-
owned and -operated endeavor. Mark and 
Tim, her youngest sons, took over the busi-
ness after their mother died in 1995. Soon 
Charlotte’s Saddlery expanded to multiple 
locations in the Houston area.

“I never left,” Mark said. “I decided I 
really enjoyed [working there] and decided 
to make a career out of it.”

Mark and his wife, Missy, opened the 
first Austin location Dec. 18. The store 
offers items for horses and riders, includ-
ing clothing, riding boots, and English and 
Western saddles.

Reduce waste and learn how to compost kitchen scraps into nutritious soil 
at a FREE City composting class. 

Receive a FREE kitchen compost collector and a $75 rebate or voucher* 
on a home composting system just for attending. Register at: 
austintexas.gov/composting.

*City of Austin Home Composting rebates and vouchers are available to 
Austin residents who pay the Clean Community Fee.

April 4 

April 11 

April 19

April 25  

9:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

 

SFC Farmers’ Market Downtown 

Barton Creek Farmers Market 

Hope Farmers Market

SFC Farmers Market at Sunset Valley 

Create your own Soil 

When you’re sick & need to be seen, you can make an appointment 
with your doctor, or any ARC doctor at the time and location most 
convenient for you. Book your appointment online, try it today!

Visit ARCappointments.com
Make an Appointment

Easy Access to Appointments!
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Half-Day Preschool

18 months – 5 years
8:30 am – 12:30 pm

2, 3 or 5 days a week

Optional “Nap & 
Snack” until 3:00 pm

Engaging curriculum based  
on the best practices

12233 RR 620 N. Ste 201 Austin, TX 78750 • 512-243-6539 • www.nicholsonECEcenter.com

NOW ENROLLING FOR SUMMER AND FALL 2015

Thinkery camps spark curiosity 
and inspire creative learning

Innovative summer camps for pre-k to 5th grade

Register online at thinkeryaustin.org/camps

(512) 469-62001830 Simond Ave, Austin, TX 78723 

Visit us at www.campbowwow.com/austin 
for a chance to win a free stay or service.

 » Doggy Day Camp
 » Overnight Boarding (Daycare Included)
 » Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
 » Certifi ed Camp Counselors®

 » Live Camper Cams®

 » Spacious Cabins with Comfy Cots
 » Camp Showers
 » Tasty Bedtime Campfi re Treats
 » All Day Play, Snooze The Night Away®

OUR SERVICES

20% OFF 
on any service 

or visit!
(New Customers Only)

13900 North IH 35
Austin, TX 78728

512-670-2275

2015
GUIDE

Design by Pamela Ric
hard

ACADEMIC
Abacus Brain Gym
9090 Jollyville Road, Ste. 107  
512-775-0454
www.abacusbraingym.com 
AGES: kindergarten–sixth grade 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 23 
COST: $175 (half day), $295 (full day) per week
Children learn brain training and mental strategies 
as well as play games.

Badgerdog Creative Writing  
Summer Camp
Austin International School, 4001 Adelphi Lane 
512-542-0076 
www.austinlibrary.org
AGES: third–12th grades
DATES: July 13–July 31
COST: $450 for session
Workshops allow children to work with mentors 
to explore, experiment, imagine and create new 
written works for publication. Idea generation, 
editing and publication are also topics.

Bits, Bytes & Bots Computer Adventures
Doss Elementary School, 7005 Northledge Drive; 
Northwest Hills United Methodist Church, 
7050 Village Center Drive; Tobrary, 
7817 Rockwood Lane
512-415-4120 
http://austintx.bitsbytesbots.com
AGES: 6–14
DATES: June 8–Aug. 14
COST: $295 (half day) per week
Courses include movie making, computer game 
creation, “Minecraft” and robotics.

Curious Einstein
Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Church, 3315 El 
Salido Parkway; Westwood High School, 12400 
Mellow Meadow Drive
512-808-0103 
www.curiouseinstein.com
AGES: 6–12
DATES: June 15–Aug. 7
COST: $235 per week
The camps include personalized curriculum, 
including math, science, creative writing, 
reading and playtime. Each week is themed with 
topics such as game design, renewable energy, 
geography, website creation and more.

Game Worlds Camp
Austin Community College Highland Business 
Center, 5930 Middle Fiskville Road
512-609-0052 
www.gameworldscamp.com
AGES: 10–18
DATES: June 15–Aug. 14 
COST: $500–$600 per week
Campers learn skills to create their own video 

games as well as programming, design, audio 
engineering and art skills.

Girlstart
1400 W. Anderson Lane
512-916-4775 
www.girlstart.org
AGES: girls in fourth–eighth grade
DATES: June 8–July 31
COST: $300 per week
Camps focus on science, technology, engineering 
and math subjects in an informal environment.

Lego Robotics Camp
Jewish Community Center, 7300 Hart Lane  
512-740-3024 
www.learningfun101.com
AGES: Kindergarten–seventh grade
DATES: June 8–12, Aug. 10–14 and Aug. 17–19
COST: members: $360–$410 (full week), 
$215–$265 (half week)
Students will explore programming with LEGO 
robotics and engineering, create LEGO structures 
with LEGO Master Builder Academy and discover 
the world of technology with LEGO Animation or 
Story Builder.

Mad Science of Austin
Austin Children’s Academy, 12310 N. RM 620; 
Hope Presbyterian Church, 11512 Olson Drive; 
Jewish Community Center, 7300 Hart Lane 
512-892-1143 
www.austin.madscience.org  
AGES: 4–12
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21
COST: $170 (half day), $280 (full day) per week
Science-themed camps include hands-on 
educational activities using all five senses to spark 
imagination and curiosity.

Microsoft STEM summer camps
The Microsoft Store at The Domain, 3309 
Esperanza Crossing, Ste. 104
512-582-6500 
www.microsoftstore.com/austin, 
dehonea@microsoft.com 
AGES: 8–13
DATES: June 2–Aug. 29
COST: free
Topics include coding, photography, video game 
design, movie making and “Minecraft.”

Moolah U
Abel’s North, 4001 W. Parmer Lane 
512-258-4676 
www.moolahu.com 
AGES: 7–16 
DATES: June 22–26, July 13–17, July 27–29, 
Aug. 10–14, Aug. 17–21 
COST: $300 per week, $230 (three days) plus 
cost of lunch
Campers will start a business, make real money, 

Session I: June 22–26
Calm, Cool & Creative

Session II: July 20–24
Strong, Bold & Assertive

Session III: August 3–7
Relate, Communicate & Celebrate!

4001 Speedway 
Austin, TX. 78751• 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

To register for GENaustin Summer Camp visit

www.genaustin.org
Girls Empowerment Network

For girls 
entering 
4th through 
7th grade
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Excellence is our standard

www.hsana.org • (512) 251-5000

Tuition free public school / free admission
Enrolling 6-12 grades • STEM school

Austin Texans 

Soccer Tryouts

512-222-9198 • austintexanssc.com
Please visit our website for more information and registration

North:  Texans Fields
303 E Pflugerville Parkway
Pflugerville, TX 78660

U11
Monday, May 11 - Tuesday, May 12 

U12 - U18
Tuesday, May 26 - Wednesday, May 27

South:  Paredes MS
10100 S. Mary Moore Searight Dr. 
Austin, TX 78748

F O R W A R D  T H I N K I N G

An exceptional place 
to spend the summer.

Programs vary by school and age. See school for details. Summer fun pack available for Summer Camp registrants only, 
while supplies last. An equal opportunity provider and employer. ©2015 The Children’s Courtyard, Inc.  BCCY42

Register at one of these Austin 
locations today.

Discover fun and learning all 
summer long—and take home 
a lifetime of memories.

10625 Bonaventure Drive
512.372.9050

4213 Spicewood Springs Road
512.342.0218

12336 North Mopac Expressway
512.339.0727

Hours: 6:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
ChildrensCourtyard.com

•	 Awesome	field	trips
•	 Weekly	themes	in	science,	

art,	nature,	music,	and	more
•	 Full-	and	part-time	

enrollment
•	 Flex	Care	(drop-in	options)

And every camper gets a whole 
bag of summer fun: T-shirt, 
water bottle, souvenir book, 
and stickers!

learn to use money wisely, and develop leadership 
and personal accountability skills.

Phoenix Arising Aviation Academy
10435 Burnet Road, Ste. 108 
512-588-2359 
www.phoenixaviation.org 
AGES: kindergarten–12th grade 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $350 per week
Camps focus on hands-on, experiential learning 
using aviation and technology.

Robotics Summer Camp
Anderson High School, 8403 Mesa Drive 
www.andersonrobotics.org 
AGES: fifth–12th grade 
DATES: June 20–24, 27–30 
COST: $250 per week, $275 after April 1
Campers use creative problem-solving and 
hands-on learning with the Anderson High School 
Robotics Team.

ARTS & 
PERFORMANCE
AARC Young Actors Studio  
theater art camps
Asian American Resource Center,
8401 Cameron Road
512-974-1700 
www.austintexas.gov/aarc 
AGES: 5–12 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 7 
COST: $270–$300 per two-week session
Campers learn and develop acting and theater 
production skills while exploring Asian-American 
history and multiculturalism.

Art+ Academy 
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 118 
512-415-8267 
www.artplusacademy.com 
AGES: 5–17 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 21 
COST: $165 per week plus $25 supply fee
Young artists will improve drawing and painting 
skills. Classes are available for different age 
groups.

Art Amoré 
6507 Jester Blvd., Ste. 107 
512-983-7022 
www.artamoreaustin.com 
AGES: 2 1/2–16 
DATES: June 9–Aug. 15 
COST: $190 per week
Camps focus on creativity using art, science and 
tinkering.

Ek Creations Pottery Studio
13466 Gent Drive 
512-797-6580 
www.ekcreations.net 
AGES: 6 and older 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 21 
COST: $195 per week
Campers learn slip-cast ceramics, hand-building, 
wheel-thrown clay and finishing with glazes.

Fantastic Magic Camp
Highland Mall, 6001 Airport Blvd. 
512-850-4677 
www.magiccamp.com 
AGES: 5–12 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $275 one week, $550 two weeks
Children learn life skills and confidence through 
magic, juggling and puppets.

Joyce Willett School of Dance
12687 Research Blvd. 
512-335-0013 
www.jwsd.net 
AGES: 3–13 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 21 
COST: $200 per week
Themed dance camps include styles such as 
ballet, tap, jazz and hip-hop.

kidsActing Studio
Dancer’s Workshop, 11150 Research Blvd. 
512-836-5437 
www.kidsactingstudio.com 
AGES: 5–15 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 14 
COST: $325 (full day) per week
Musical and acting camps include “Frozen,” 
“Annie” and “Tangled.”

KidsDance! summer camps
11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 107 
512-349-7197 
www.dancersworkshopaustin.com 
AGES: 2–10 
DATES: June 2–Aug. 4 
COST: $185 (half day), $315 (full day) per week
Dance camps include princess and rock star themes. 
More experienced dancers should register for 
summer intensives in ballet, jazz, hip-hop and more.

Le Studio
9070 Research Blvd., Ste. 105 
512-373-2812 
www.lestudiodoor.com 
AGES: 3–18 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 14 
COST: $150 (half day), $250 (full day) per week
Camps include dance- and ballet-intensive camps 
for students of all levels.

ASIAN AMERICAN 

RESOURCE CENTER
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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In partnership with United States Patent and Trademark Office

Camp Invention builds confidence in children entering grades 1-6!
Local educators will be leading the week of hands-on fun
Camps in the greater Austin area!

Register for Camp Invention using promo code SPRING by May 12 to save $15. 

Sign up now at campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332.

Ages: 5—12 years old

Summer Camp!
Austin’s Premier Urban Nature and Science Camp for Kids!

 Each week features a nature or science theme in addition to fieldtrips, 
swimming, hiking, games, experiments, crafts, and other fun-filled activities.

Now at two locations: 

Central:  
1605 E. 38 1/2 St.
North:  
12062 North Lamar Blvd

Full Day Camp:8am—5pm
Extended hours available upon request

Cost: $275 per week

registration fee: $25
+ One time per family 

Find Your Spark With

www.camp-fire.org | 512-349-2111

A
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A DAY CAMP UNLIKE ANY OTHER
AT THE NEW AISD APPLIED TECHNOLOGY CENTER CAMPUS

Presented in partnership with the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of 
Central Texas and Austin
Independent School District 

THE SCENARIO: YOUR YOUTH SCIENTIST EXPLORES 
WHETHER IT’S POSSIBLE TO LIVE 500 FT. UNDERSEA

THE ACTIVITIES: ROBOTICS, ENGINEERING DESIGN, 
MARINE ECOLOGY, DIGITAL MEDIA

THE TOOLS: DSLR CAMERAS, LASER WOOD CUTTERS, 
LABVIEW, HYDROPONICS, LEGO EV3, AND MORE!

VISIT WWW.TECHLAB.CAMP FOR DETAILS AND REGISTRATION

Marmalade Skies
13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 229 
512-695-1694 
www.marmaladeskiesaustin.com 
AGES: kindergarten–eighth grade 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 14 
COST: $180 (half day), $360 (full day) 
per week
Hands-on activities include crafting, 
fine arts, theme-based art projects and 
3-D crafting. The week culminates in 
an art show for parents.

Paint Me Pottery Studio
1000 Payton Gin Road, Ste. M 
512-614-2447 
www.paintme-pottery.com 
AGES: 5–18 
DATES: June 8–July 13 
COST: $50 per week
Campers will learn about clay sculpture 
and pottery making and participate in 
other arts and crafts.

School of Rock
2525 Anderson Lane, Ste. 138 
512-670-2360 
www.austin.schoolofrock.com 
AGES: 6–18 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $550 (one week), 
$1,100 (two weeks)
Camps use rock ’n roll to teach guitar, 
bass, drums, vocals and keys, and 
beginner- to advanced-level camps are 
available.

Sole Songs
6507 Jester Blvd., Ste. 504 
512-343-7732 
www.solesongsdanceacademy.com 
AGES: 2 1/2–16 
DATES: June 9–Aug. 15 
COST: $175 per week
Dance camps include styles such as 
hip-hop, jazz and ballet.

GENERAL 
CAMPS
Anderson Mill Limited District
11500 El Salido Parkway
512-258-4104 
www.amld.org 
AGES: 5–15 
DATES: June 9–Aug. 15 
COST: $175–$190 (day camp), $240 
(adventure camp)
The day camp includes tennis, 
volleyball and swim lessons, and the 
adventure camp involves field trips, 
such as to Schlitterbahn or Six Flags.

Au Route to Fitness
4001 Adelphi Lane 
512-331-7806 
www.austininternationalschool.org 
AGES: 3–6 
DATES: June 8–July 17 
COST: $260 (half day), $580 (full day) 
for two-week session
The bilingual camps are in French and 
Spanish and teach coordination and other 

healthy habits to keep children growing 
through dancing, singing and cooking.

Bluebonnet Summer Day Camp
10321 Boulder Lane 
512-219-5100 
www.bluebonnetschool.com 
AGES: 5–10 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 20 
COST: $200
Campers participate in weekly themed 
camps, such as Nature Explorers, 
Amazing Artists, Tales of Ancient Egypt, 
STEM with LEGO and more.

Camp Doublecreek
Various drop-off/pickup locations 
512-255-3661
www.campdoublecreek.com 
AGES: 4–14 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $310 per week
The activity-based day camp includes 
swimming, team-building games, a 
variety of sports, and arts and crafts.

Camp Jump!
Jump! Gymnastics,
2117 W. Anderson Lane
512-593-6226
www.jumpgymnastics.com 
AGES: 3–12 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $210–$350 per week
The action-packed, themed-based 
camps include a variety of activities, 
such as gymnastics, yoga, arts and 
crafts, and games. 

Camp Kindergarten
Toybrary Austin, 7817 Rockwood Lane 
mommyslittlelearners@gmail.com
AGES: entering kindergarten in fall 
2015 
DATES: Aug. 3–7 
COST: $300
Camps aim to provide engaging, 
literacy-rich instruction to incoming 
kindergartners as well as relay to 
parents personalized feedback, tips 
and ideas to help at home.

Camp on the Move
Arboretum duck pond, 10000 Research 
Blvd. (drop-off/pickup location) 
512-658-6285
www.camponthemove.com 
AGES: 7–14 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 14 
COST: $295–$360 per week
Campers will travel throughout Austin, 
San Antonio and Arlington visiting 
Schlitterbahn, Hawaiian Falls, SeaWorld 
and GattiTown.

Hyde Park Baptist Church 
Quarries Camp
11400 N. MoPac 
512-241-0233 
www.hpbc.org/quarries 
AGES: first–sixth grade 
DATES: June 1–July 31 
COST: $159–$245 per week
Each week offers a different theme 
with a variety of activities related to 
that theme.

Little Land Summer Day Out
Little Land Play Gym, 
13802 N. US 183, Ste. 107 
512-827-3601
www.littlelandplaygym.com 
AGES: 18 months–6 years 
DATES: June–August 
COST: $50–$70 per week
Summer programs provide an 
environment for children to play and 
take part in developmental activities, 
such as open play, music, art and 
social skills.

Pickfair Youth Summer Camp
Pickfair Community Center, 
10904 Pickfair Drive 
512-401-8119 
www.austintexas.gov/department/
pickfair-community-center 
AGES: 5–11 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 21 
COST: $94 (Austin residents), 
$132 (nonresidents) per week
Camps involve games, sports and 
crafts, among other activities, with 
each week having a different theme.

Wet & Wild Adventure Camp
Balcones District Park, 12017 Amherst 
Drive (drop-off/pickup location) 
512-771-3188 
www.wetwildcamp.com 
AGES: 6–15 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $320 per week
Activities in the field trip–based 
day camp include visits to water 
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Austin’s Premier 
BASKETBALL CAMP 
is now Enrolling!

Shooters are developed not born. 

Basketball Camp for Boys and Girls ages 7-16
With 7 locations in Austin including Anderson HS, Cedar Park Rec. Center and Brushy Creek Community Center

Register now at www.bperrymanshootingcamp.com

ONE WORLD KARATE
GRAND OPENING APRIL 11 

FROM 9:00AM-3:00PM
One World Karate is a school for 
Everyone, regardless of special 
needs, physical challenges, and  

social deficits.  

6 summer camps open to all, but 
focusing on Autism, Aspergers, 

and social skills building

9029 Research Blvd., Suite 100-B 
Austin • 512-791-9327

www.1worldkarate.com

FREE PRIVATE INTRO LESSON & FIRST MONTH FREE 
WITH A 6-MONTH MEMBERSHIP  MUST PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES 04/23/15

NEW NORTHWEST AUSTIN LOCATION NOW OPEN!

ROUND ROCK 
1830 N. Mays St. 
255-8755

www.BucksBikes.com

SPRING
Tune-Up Special

Wow ! $44.99
Regular Price $55.00
Valid thru April 30, 2015

Regular Price $500
(while supplies last)

2014 Raleigh Venture 4.0. Comfort Bike

$399.99
SALE price

2014 Raleigh Venture 4.0. Comfort Bike

SALE price

AUSTIN
12530 Research Blvd.

250-9550

and amusement parks, swimming, 
tubing, stand-up paddleboarding and 
kayaking.

YMCA
Multiple locations 
512-236-9622 
www.austinymca.org 
AGES: 4–14 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $165 (members), $200 
(nonmembers) per week; $190 
(members), $225 (nonmembers) for 
adventure camp
Campers will be involved in swimming, 
field trips, games, crafts and more.

SPORTS
Aim and Focus Karate
8516 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 100 
512-257-8552  
www.aimandfocus.com 
AGES: 5–12 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 
COST: $175 (existing students), $200 
(new students) per week
The high-energy camp is centered on 
martial arts with other field trips and 
activities to improve focus, discipline 
and self-esteem.

Austin Karate Summer Camp
9308 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 600 
512-335-5425 
www.austinkarateacademy.com 
AGES: 5–14 

DATES: July 13–17 
COST: $199 per week
Campers will develop a sense of 
integrity and improve skills in areas 
such as balance, coordination, posture, 
motor skills and self-defense.

Brandy Perryman 
Shooting Camp
Multiple locations
512-799-8891 
www.bperrymanshootingcamp.com 
AGES: 7–16 
DATES: June 15–Aug. 13 
COST: $220 per week
The basketball camp for boys and girls 
includes game competition, intensive 
drills and lectures.

Capital Gymnastics
6001 W. Parmer Lane 
512-219-9930 
www.capgym.com 
AGES: 3–9 
DATES: June 9–Aug. 18 
COST: $90 per week plus a $35 
registration fee
Activities include instructional 
gymnastics and arts and crafts. The 
camp meets Tuesdays and Thursdays.

CG Victory Youth 
Adventure Camp
Purple Sage Elementary School,
11801 Tanglebriar Trail;
The Quarries Church, 11400 MoPac
512-494-6966, ext. 121 
www.cgvictory.org/camps

AGES: 7–14
DATES: July 20–25, 27–Aug. 1 
COST: $225 (discounts available 
through May)
Children will participate in 
nonconventional games, rock climbing, 
dodgeball, ultimate Frisbee, tug-of-war 
and relay races at this camp, which 
culminates with an obstacle course.

Challenger Sports soccer camps
Cook Elementary School, 
1511 Cripple Creek Drive; 
Town & Country Optimist Club, 
9100 Meadowheath Drive
512-416-7705 
www.challengersports.com 
AGES: 3–11 
DATES: June 22–26, July 27–31 
COST: $117–$176 per week
British soccer coaches help campers 
work on foot skills, juggling, tactical 
practices and daily tournament play, 
and TetraBrazil camp teaches campers 
ball control, foot skills and other 
Brazilian soccer moves.

Club Pup Summer Camp
Hearts & Paws, 13291 Pond Springs Road 
512-249-7255 
www.heartsandpaws.com 
AGES: 6–16 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 7 
COST: $295–$395 (one week), 
$765 (two weeks)
Campers will train their own dogs or a 
rescue dog to learn agility, tricks and 
manners through games.

Martial arts camps
One World Karate, 9029 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 100-B 
512-791-9327 
www.1worldkarate.com 
AGES: 4–18 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 14 
COST: $95 per week
Camps are geared for children with 
autism and Asperger’s syndrome and 
incorporate martial arts to improve 
skills.

MVP Baseball Camp
Town & Country Optimist Club, 
9100 Meadowheath Drive
512-413-8541 
www.leaguelineup.com/mvpbaseball 
AGES: 5–12 
DATES: June 8–11, 15–18 
COST: $165 per week
Activities include hitting, throwing, 
fielding, base running, conditioning and 
team work.

One Soccer Camp
Town and Country 
9100 Meadowheath Drive 
805-845-6801 
www.onesoccerschools.com 
AGES: 3–18 
DATES: June 15–19 
COST: $100–$319 (before June 1)
Camps are offered for children of 
various ages and skill levels to improve 
technical and tactical soccer skills.

Town & Country summer camps
Town & Country Optimist Club, 
9100 Meadowheath Drive; 
Westwood High School, 
12400 Mellow Meadow Drive 
512-331-0438 
www.tandcsports.org 
AGES: 3–8 (Soccer Shots), 
third–ninth grades (basketball camps) 
DATES: June 8–July 17 
COST: $150–$190 per week
Sports camps include boys and girls 
basketball and Soccer Shots.

YES! Youth Fitness camps
YES! Youth Fitness 
and Sports Performance, 
13530 N. US 183, Ste. 102  
512-872-4242 
www.yesaustintx.com 
AGES: 5 and older 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 6 
COST: $65–$100 per week
Camps include a focus on interactive 
games, sports training, developing 
fitness skills, and a girls-only fitness 
and sports training camp.

This list is not comprehensive. If 
your camp was not included, email  
nwanews@impactnews.com, and 
we will add it to our online edition.
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Austin
1011 West 40th Street, Suite 100
512.652.0404

Native TexanNative Texan
We know what it means to be Texan, to raise a family, 

and build a business.

Our personal financial products give people freedom and 
opportunity to explore — to plan for their future. Our business 

banking services are designed around your passion. They 
grow at your pace. Here, decisions are driven by local bankers 

and loans are reviewed on individual merit — by friendly, 
hard-working men and women. 

 Let us lend our expertise.

Financial
Products

Energy
Lending

Home
Mortgage

Treasury
ManagementeServices

Commercial
Lending

IBG Financial
Advisors

Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. Member 
FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. Independent Bank 
and IBG Financial Advisors are not registered broker/dealers and are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Not FDIC Insured

Not a Deposit

No Bank Guarantee May Lose Value

Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency

for more information visit ibtx.com

1/2  priced cheese and 
chocolate fondues  
Mon-Friday 5-7 served at the bar

13343 Research Blvd Ste 350 | Austin, TX
(512) 401-2424 Reservations recommended.

Call the gals and book your 
reservation for The Doll-Up, a 
vintage Hollywood themed Ladies' 
Night, Monday, April 20th.  

Visit meltingpot.com 
to view our Prom and 
Weekend Brunch menus.

Easter Sunday 
Brunch Special
Three course fondue meal starting at 
$29 per person, $24 for kids 12 and 
younger. 11AM - 4PM

Easter Egg Hunt 10:45 am 
for kids 12 and under. Please bring an 
Easter basket for your little one.

HAPPY HOUR

OUT WITH THE OLD. IN WITH THE REBATE.

Rebates are available to qualified residential customers 
inside the Austin, Bee Cave, Cedar Park, Kyle, Lakeway, 
Rollingwood, Sunset Valley and West Lake Hills city limits.

REBATE OF

225$
ON NATURAL GAS

DRYERS

Good news! You can get a $225 
rebate from Texas Gas Service when 
you purchase a new natural gas 
dryer and an extra $300 rebate if 
you need to install a new natural gas 
connection in your laundry room.

Plus, with natural gas you’ll see 
long-term energy savings that 
help lower your utility bills.

For a complete list of rebates, 
terms, eligibility requirements, 
forms and natural gas facts, visit 
TexasGasService.com/Rebates.



are proposed for Northwest Aus-
tin, three of which are in District 6.

Subsidized vs. affordable
Subsidized housing differs from afford-

able housing in that subsidized projects use 
government assistance, such as housing tax 
credits. These credits are part of a federal 
program created through the U.S. Treasury 
Department to use private investment dol-
lars to create affordable housing, said Gor-
don Anderson, senior communications 
adviser at the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs, which oversees the 
state’s housing tax credit program.

The process begins when a developer 
applies for the tax credits through the 
TDHCA. Applications for 2015 closed 
Feb. 27, and the TDHCA governing board 
will award credits in July. A developer will 
then sell credits to an investment partner 
who provides capital in exchange for equity 
in the project. Investors receive a dollar-
for-dollar reduction on federal tax bills for 
10 years during the lifetime of the credits.

Developers are able to cover 70 percent 
of low-income housing construction costs 
through the tax credit program. Anderson 
said funding construction through credits 
allows a developer to offer rent at less than 
market value. Tenants earning up to 60 per-
cent of the area median family income are eli-
gible to live in properties built using credits.

“Credits help make it financially feasible 
to allow the property to get cash flow but 
offer rents to fit federal guidelines,” he said.

Texas is split into 13 regions to allocate tax 
credits, and each region is further broken to 
rural and urban areas. Anderson said this 
allows the TDHCA to equitably disperse 
credits. However, Roland Broussard, vice 
president of Austin-based Realtex Develop-
ment, said it has been difficult to secure tax 
credits in the Austin area because of how the 
state decides to allocate funding.

“[Allocation] is structured differently year 
to year, and Austin doesn’t score well,” he 
said. “We clearly see the need for affordable 
housing, and we have attempted many times 
to do a deal in Austin and it didn’t score well 
because of proximity or high cost of land and 
opposition [from a nearby neighborhood].”

During its Feb. 12 meeting City Council 
voted to provide loans using the 2013 housing 
bond funds for six proposed subsidized hous-
ing properties and submit letters of support 
for each development’s tax credit application  

 
to  
t h e 
TDHCA.

D i s t r i c t 
6 Councilman 
Don Zimmerman 
voted against the three 
projects in his district—
Cardinal Point Apartments, 
Azul 620 and Monarch at Lake-
line Station. Although Zimmerman 
supports affordable housing, he said he 
is against subsidizing development because 
such properties are not on the tax roll, 
resulting in higher taxes for nearby residents 
to sustain the additional burden on roads 
and other city services.

“Subsidized housing is unaffordable 
because it’s based on unsustainable taxation 
and government subsidies,” he said.

Instead, Zimmerman said the city should 
focus on reforming existing ordinances, 
reducing regulation and revamping manage-
ment in the permitting department to make 
housing development more affordable.

“You could have market-affordable hous-
ing, small apartments and condos that peo-
ple could buy without subsidies,” he said. 

Opening access
This fall, Windy Ridge, the first of two 

low-income developments under or near-
ing the start of construction in Northwest 
Austin, will open. Affordable housing pro-
vider Foundation Communities will break 
ground this summer on a second site called 
Lakeline Station.

Realtex, in partnership with Genera-
tion Housing Development, broke ground 
in October on Windy Ridge. The property 
secured housing tax credits in 2013 and will 
have 120 units with one- through three-
bedroom options. Amenities include a club-
house, pool, dog park, covered parking and 
energy-efficient appliances.

“Realtex has a reputation of building the 
highest-quality product out there,” Brous-
sard said. “You would think it’s a conven-
tional property. We don’t compromise on 
quality just because of income restrictions.”

One of the four Northwest Austin–area 
projects submitted in 2015 for housing tax  

 

credits 
is Cardinal 
Point Apart-
ments. It would 
provide 120 units. 
Walter Moreau, executive 
director of Foundation Com-
munities, said Cardinal Point 
would offer rents between $600 and 
$700 per month. Market-rate rents in the 
Four Points area range from $848–$2,299.

With about 500 lower-wage jobs located 
within a half-mile of Cardinal Point, Moreau 
said  residents could walk to H-E-B, Target 
and Walgreens. He estimates most residents 
will work with within 2 miles of the property.

“We believe there should be affordable 
opportunities in all parts of town,” he said. 
“Affordable housing is really limited in 
Northwest Austin.”

Residents from the nearby River Place 
neighborhood opposed the project because 
they believe it will increase traffic conges-
tion and overcrowd schools. But Zimmer-
man does not buy the traffic argument.

“It’s not possible anymore to target a par-
ticular development or project and oppose 
that on the grounds of traffic congestion 
because the entire city is congested,” he said. 
“If you’re going to bring that principled 
rationale, no one is allowed to build any-
thing anywhere for that reason.”

De Mayo said multifamily housing also 
contributes lower amounts of traffic than 
single-family homes or commercial develop-
ments. People who would qualify to live at 
Cardinal Point likely already work in the area 

and need housing closer to work, she said.
“You need to look at affordable housing 

as a traffic solution,” De Mayo said. “If you 
have jobs all over town and people can only 
afford to live in Buda, Kyle or Manor, then 
… they’re clogging the roadways.”

District 6 has two existing subsidized 
housing developments but has 609 very 
low-wage jobs that offer less than $1,250 per 
month, according to HousingWorks data. De 
Mayo said just like low- and moderate-wage 
jobs should be spread throughout the city, so 
should housing for people in those jobs. 

“The only way to have a sustainable, 
robust community is if we tackle the racial 
and socio-economic segregation we have,” 
De Mayo said. “Unless we’re intentional 
in how we grow and how we plan for jobs, 
housing and transit, we’re just going to 
have further exacerbated racial and socio-
economic segregation.”

How should affordable housing be funded in the city 
of Austin?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll

Housing
Continued from | 1
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Compared with Northwest Austin, North Austin has a plethora of subsidized 
low-income housing available. However, four Northwest Austin projects 
are being considered for housing tax credits and two others are under 
construction or will be soon, further opening the door to access to affordable 
housing in the area.
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Sources: Austin Tenants’ Council, TDHCA

Application submitted for housing 
tax credits
Proposed but dropped from  
housing tax credit process

Existing subsidized housing

Subsidized housing under 
development/construction

00 Number of low-income units

M A P  K E Y

Cardinal Point  
Apartments

Azul 620

Merritt Cornerstone
Apartments

Monarch at 
Lakeline Station

North End

Arbor Mill

Merritt Estates

Windy Ridge  
Apartments

Lakeline Station

L AKELINE BLVD.

L O W - I N C O M E  H O U S I N G  
I N  N O R T H W E S T  A U S T I N



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com32

AW-CompostRebate_halfpg-H-10x6.04_3-17-15-CI.indd   1 3/17/2015   12:26:58 PM

12881 Pond Springs Rd • 335-8093 Spicewood Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

McNeil Dr.

Pond 

Springs Rd.

183

Mountain Laurel
Now in bloom all over town!

$21.98 5-gal. Pot 
2 for $42

Waterwise Texas native, fragrant clusters of 
purple � owers, Evergreen.

One coupon per person. Limit 2 per person. 
While supplies last. Expires 4/22/15

Your Zip: ________________

Tropical Hibiscus
Create a Carribean feel in your 

garden with the bold & beautiful 
colors of Tropical Hibiscus.

$5.97 1-gal. Pot 
reg. $9.97

One of the showiest of all summer bloomers. 
This heat loving tropical plant blooms freely from late 

Spring to early Fall. Great container plant for deck, 
patio or pool side.

One coupon per person. Limit 2 per person. 
While supplies last. Expires 4/22/15.

Your Zip: ________________ Your Zip: ________________

Fruit Trees
Plant your own juicy fruit!

Select from new shipments of Apple, Peach, 
Plum & Pear Trees.

$24.98 5-gal. Pot
Reg. Price $32.98, 2 for $46

One coupon per person. Limit 2 per person. 
While supplies last. Expires 4/22/15
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of commerce support the bill because of the 
improved quality of life it could bring. Oppo-
sition to the bill is mainly because it would 
necessitate a constitutional amendment to 
divert money to transportation that other-
wise went into the general revenue fund.

In the House legislators unveiled a pro-
posed 2016–17 budget in January that calls 
for the end of diverting gas tax and vehicle 
registration dollars from the SHF. Haywood 
said that action could potentially bring in 
$660 million per year for Texas roads. Add-
ing all those actions together, he said the 
state could be close to bridging the funding 
gap and address the message from voters to 
see transportation funding increased.

“Based on what we’re seeing out of the 

governor and Legislature, it’s clear they heard 
that message,” he said. “Transportation was 
declared an emergency item. [Legislators are] 
all working to try to find a long-term, sus-
tainable solution for transportation funding.”

Regarding SB 5, Long said she would sup-
port TxDOT receiving more funding to 
maintain infrastructure.

“My concern is if [SB 5 passes], we can’t 
afford any more unfunded mandates from 
the state,” she said. “I’d be delighted if they 
find that money but not at the expense of 
local government.”

I-35 congestion between Georgetown and 
San Marcos, but the agency’s needs are far 
greater than its resources.

“Funding is a problem,” he said. “Thank 
goodness people in the state passed 
Prop 1. The unfortunate thing is I-35 is 
just one piece of what really needs to be 
improved in our area.”

‘String of pearls’
Individually the projects on I-35 set to 

receive Prop. 1 funding will have a local 
effect on aiding congestion. Overall Terry 
McCoy, TxDOT deputy district engineer for 
Austin, said the projects contribute to the 
agency’s focus on the highway.

“As you start to build that string of pearls, 
start putting projects together cumulatively, 
you’re able to do a lot of good,” he said.

In September the agency completed a 
collector-distributor lane in North Austin 
at Parmer Lane that 
allows vehicles to 
bypass the traffic sig-
nal on the frontage 
road by being diverted 
under the overpass.

In Round Rock, 
TxDOT is complet-
ing ramp rever-
sals—switching the 
location of on- and 
off-ramps to reduce 
bottlenecks—between Hwy. 79 and FM 
3406 that directly tie to work proposed 
for Prop. 1 funding in Williamson County 
between Hwy. 79 and SH 45 N  on I-35.

“Those two projects in tandem really 
address the bulk of the bottlenecks we expe-
rience in Round Rock for commuters from 
Austin going home to either Round Rock or 
Georgetown,” McCoy said.

In Travis County, I-35 intersection 
improvements at William Cannon Drive 
and Stassney Lane will involve reversing 
ramps so drivers have more time to safely 
merge on and off the main lanes. The project 
also involves widening the frontage roads 
and reconstructing both bridges.

“Where all the direct connectors from 
Ben White tie into southbound I-35, that 
turns into a parking lot there,” McCoy 
said. “This project addresses that and also 
some of the operational issues we have at 
both the intersections of William Cannon 
and Stassney. Those are very high-volume 
intersections that break down in a.m. and 
p.m. peaks.”

TxDOT did not have as many I-35 proj-
ects queued in its pipeline in Hays County, 
but it will complete ramp reversals at five 
locations in Hays between FM 150 and the 
Blanco River as well as adding an addi-
tional ramp.

“This is a project we can move fairly 
quickly on, which is important,” McCoy 
said. “It allows us to put money in Hays 
County so we get money into each of the 
three counties we have I-35 in.”

In identifying projects for the first round 

of Prop. 1 funding, McCoy said it was impor-
tant that projects could be bid for construc-
tion in 2015. This means construction likely 
will begin by spring and summer 2016.

Project pipeline
Williamson County has often picked up 

the tab to fund state or federal projects, an 
act County Commissioner Cynthia Long 
said residents have appreciated. But there 
comes a point, she said, when TxDOT needs 
to take the reins.

“We have spent hundreds of millions in 
Williamson County on the state system,” 
said Long, who is also a member of CAM-
PO’s policy board. “I feel like it’s time for the 
state to step up on its own responsibility.”

Will Conley, Hays County Commissioner 
and CAMPO policy board chairman, said the 
Hays County I-35 project will not only boost 
mobility and safety but also open economic 
development opportunities. Prop. 1 fund-
ing is a big step in the right direction for the 
region but will not solve all of its transporta-

tion needs, he said.
“We’re hoping to 

work with the [Austin] 
district and admin-
istration to show our 
state legislators we’re 
handling these new 
funds in a responsible 
way for the benefit of 
the citizens of Texas 
and that [Prop. 1’s] 
success leads to future 

dollars to improve infrastructure,” he said.
To get projects shovel-ready, McCoy said 

the Austin district has been blessed with 
enough funding for planning and complet-
ing the environmental coordination phase. 
TxDOT is already preparing in advance of 
next year’s district disbursement, which is 
likely to be at $85 million.

“The worst possible case scenario is that 
money comes to us and we’re not ready to 
go to construction, and that money goes to 
another part of the state,” McCoy said. “We 
continue to try to get ahead of the game, 
have projects ready to go … [and] keeping 
that pipe flowing full of projects.”

State bankroll
The Texas Legislature is not stopping its 

commitment to adequately fund transporta-
tion at the passage of Prop. 1. Scott Haywood 
of Move Texas Forward, an advocacy group 
that aims to educate Texans about the short-
age of state funding for infrastructure, said 
Prop. 1 was only a step in the right direction 
to address the $5 billion annual shortfall.

The organization supports Senate Bill 5, 
which would send the first $2.5 billion of 
motor vehicle sales tax revenue from that 
fiscal year to the state’s general revenue fund 
and the second $2.5 billion to TxDOT. The 
bill received support from the full Senate on 
March 4 and is now making its way through 
the House of Representatives.

“We think [SB 5] makes a lot of sense,” 
Haywood said. “The tax we pay on cars we 
buy should go to roads.”

He points out many cities and chambers 

I-35
Continued from | 1

“The unfortunate 
thing is I-35 is just 
one piece of what 
really needs to be 
improved in our area.”

—Gerald Daugherty, Travis County commis-
sioner and CAMPO policy board member

Sources: HNTB Corp., Texas Department of Transportation

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Proposition 1, TxDOT Austin, I-35
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To help alleviate congestion on northbound 
I-35, braided ramps, or a design in which one 
ramp goes over the other, will separate traffic 
entering and exiting the highway near Mays 
Crossing Drive. Existing nearby ramps will be 
replaced. Prop. 1 funding will also go toward 
creating a triple left turn from westbound 
Hwy. 79 to the southbound I-35 frontage road. 
Lastly, a dedicated right-turn lane will be con-
structed from the southbound I-35 frontage 
road to westbound RM 620.

TIMELINE 
Construction to be bid  

in December

COST 
$27,300,000 

PROP. 1 FUNDS 
$16,955,235

MAP KEY
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/24/14 and 3/17/15 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 11111 Crossland Drive 5br/2ba $400,000 3,054 Doreen Dillard Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-346-1799

78726 Canyon Creek 9400 Epic Court 4br/2ba $384,999 3,450 Robert Evans Keller Williams Realty 512-417-9785

78726 Grandview Hills 8308 Denali Parkway 4br/4ba $1,150,000 5,036 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty 512-785-0496

78726 Versante Canyon 12308 Terraza Circle, Unit 8 3br/2ba $364,658 2,207 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 11901 Terraza Circle, Unit 44 3br/2ba $324,137 1,707 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 11905 Terraza Circle, Unit 43 3br/3ba $327,380 2,089 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 9205 Villa Norte 3br/2ba $474,000 2,635 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78726 Versante Canyon 9013 Villa Norte Drive, Unit VH13 3br/3ba $325,000 1,691 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78727 Lamplight Village 12903 Powderhorn St. 3br/2ba $225,000 1,718 Lauren Powell Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-695-0679

78727 Milwood 13111 Pollard Drive 2br/1ba $179,000 779 Patrick Struble Austin–Options Realty 512-966-1257

78727 Scofield Farms 1600 Chasewood Drive 4br/3ba $330,000 2,675 Michael Takao Keller Williams Realty 512-659-6991

78727 Whispering Valley Condo 4501 Whispering Valley Drive, Unit 29 2br/2ba $199,900 1,119 Colleen Rouhselang Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-350-3787

78727 Woods Century Park 2616 Briana Shay Drive 3br/2ba $230,000 1,683 Moe Paknia Keller Williams Realty 512-468-8788

78729 Hunters Chase 8544 Foxhound Trail 5br/3ba $335,000 2,962 Brandi Adkins Private Label Realty 512-565-2098

78729 Milwood 12900 Marimba Trail 4br/2ba $255,000 1,988 Brandi Adkins Private Label Realty 512-565-2098

78729 Milwood 7504 Napier Trail 5br/4ba $380,000 3,393 Gary Steele Keller Williams Realty 512-426-9800

78729 Milwood 13219 Vendrell Drive 4br/2ba $255,000 2,203 Laurie Flood Keller Williams Realty 512-576-1504

78729 Milwood 13408 Bolivia Drive 4br/2ba $274,900 2,081 Nancy Taute Carol Dochen, Realtors 512-497-5940

78750 Balcones Village 9407 Cedar Forest Drive 4br/2ba $427,900 2,140 Ed Lundry Keller Williams Realty 512-401-6300

78750 Forest at Villages of Spicewood 11705 Lemens Spice Cove 5br/3ba $624,900 3,565 Diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-750-2950

78750 Jester Estate 6805 Winterberry Drive 3br/2ba $835,000 3,100 Steven Baker Private Label Realty 512-970-0079

78750 Northwest Balcones 9803 Ravenwood Cove 6br/4ba $899,750 5,030 Steve Scott Keller Williams Realty 512-656-4671

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 8908 Tweed Berwick Drive 4br/2ba $435,000 2,407 Torre Shanks Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-346-9951

78750 Pecan Park Garden Estates 12704 Cayman Lane 3br/2ba $275,000 1,787 Robert Kauffman Keller Williams Realty 512-853-0110

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 10700 Plumewood Drive 4br/2ba $684,500 2,715 Siobhan McCullough Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-293-7976

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 10801 Spicewood Parkway 4br/3ba $589,950 3,333 Mary Lynne Gibbs Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-431-2403

78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd., Unit 1002 1br/1ba $70,000 657 Jessica Bruehl Keller Williams Realty 512-532-5005

78758 Gracy Meadow Condo 1615 W. Braker Lane, Unit A 2br/2ba $164,500 1,049 Chris Sachs JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-585-8910

78758 Northedge 1412 Lorraine Loop, Unit 1412 3br/3ba $250,000 1,474 Kurt Duffeck Keller Williams Realty 512-820-8048

78758 Village at Walnut Creek 1414 Elm Brook Drive 3br/2ba $251,950 1,719 Daniel Topolski BHGRE Bradfield Properties 512-633-0295

78759 Balcones Hills 8106 Greenslope Drive 4br/3ba $749,999 2,900 Constance Lundgren Engel & Volkers Austin 512-619-4101

78759 Barr 02-A 11518 Sierra Nevada 4br/2ba $519,999 2,758 Richard Haenke Realty Austin 512-633-3909

78759 Enclave at Balcones Forest 3501 Crowncrest Drive 4br/2ba $540,000 2,475 Deborah BenNun Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-699-8877

78759 Great Hills 8804 Mountain Ridge Drive 4br/3ba $749,999 3,650 Constance Lundgren Engel & Volkers Austin 512-619-4101

78759 Great Hills 8602 Altus Cove 4br/2ba $749,999 3,253 Lauren Powell Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-695-0679

78759 Great Hills 8508 Adirondack Trail 3br/2ba $549,900 2,569 David Saunders Atlas Realty 512-633-2564

78759 Great Hills 7519 Fireoak Drive 4br/3ba $555,000 2,657 Debra Meyer Keller Williams Realty 512-791-8467

78759 Horizon Great Hills 6608 Manzanita St. 4br/3ba $859,000 4,773 Ed Lundry Keller Williams Realty 512-401-6300

78759 Morado Cove 10300 Morado Cove, Unit 505 2br/2ba $327,499 1,869 Scott Hayes Realty Austin 512-786-8300

78759 Morado Cove 10300 Morado Cove, Unit 503 2br/2ba $327,499 1,899 Scott Hayes Realty Austin 512-786-8300

78759 Morado Cove 10300 Morado Cove, Unit 702 2br/2ba $327,499 1,899 Scott Hayes Realty Austin 512-786-8300

78759 Scott J 8600 White Cliff Drive 4br/2ba $1,150,000 3,263 Monika Suhnholz Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-431-8046

4501 Whispering Valley Drive, Unit 29

12704 Cayman Lane

10300 Morado Cove, Unit 702

1615 W. Braker Lane, Unit A

Market Data
On the market  (February 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less — 2/108 1/35 — 13/72 2/12

$150,000–$199,999 — 6/10 2/23 — 1/55 1/11

$200,000–$299,999 — 5/68 11/241 5/37 10/43 4/41

$300,000–$399,999 9/77 3/26 5/55 2/75 — 10/49

$400,000–$499,999 9/91 1/4 — 4/161 1/52 5/69

$500,000–$599,999 6/190 — — 5/38 2/41 8/57

$600,000–$799,999 — — — 6/82 — 10/74

$800,000–$999,999 2/96 — — 1/36 — 4/150

$1 million + 3/64 — — — — 2/195

REAL ESTATE

Price 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Seton, we understand that some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. Which is 

why we have SetonER.com. Now you can get in line online. Make an appointment online and 

you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of it. Welcome to Humancare. Remember, SetonER.com is for 

mini emergencies only. If you’re experiencing a major emergency, get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.
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