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AISD faces drop in 
student population
By Kelli Weldon

Updated enrollment numbers released by 
Austin ISD as of Oct. 3 showed there were 653 
fewer students in the district compared with 
the six-week period that ended Oct. 4, 2013. 

In the 2013–14 school year, there were 
about 1,200 fewer students in the district than 
there were in 2012–13. The district is facing a 
projected overall decline in its student popu-
lation during the next 10 years, according to 
Beth Wilson, assistant director of planning in 
AISD’s Office of Facilities. 

Much of the decline can be attributed to 
smaller groups of elementary school students 
entering the district resulting in part from 
lower birth rates as a result of the recession, 
she said. Housing prices and affordability con-
cerns are also factors that may be driving fami-
lies out of AISD’s attendance area, she said. 

“It is very difficult to find a starter home, 
and most young families with kids can’t get 

See Enrollment | 13

Austin transit advocates debate proposed route

Residents to decide on 
$1 billion rail, road plan
By Amy Denney

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
has said solving the region’s trans-
portation crisis requires a big 
solution. On Nov. 4 voters will 
weigh in on that big solution: a 
$1 billion plan for the city’s first 
urban rail line and other regional 
road projects.

Proposition 1 asks voters to 
authorize the city to sell $600 mil-
lion in bonds to fund a 9.5-mile 
urban rail line running from East 
Riverside Drive through the city’s 
core to The University of Texas 
and ending at Austin Commu-
nity College’s Highland campus. 
If approved rail would be opera-
tional by 2022.

The route is part of the Proj-
ect Connect regional transpor-
tation plan that was the result of 
the work of the Transit Working 
Group led by Leffingwell.

“Everybody that comes into the 
core of the city benefits whether or 
not they ride rail because some-
body’s going to be riding rail, and 
that means fewer cars,” said Mar-
tha Smiley, who sat on the Project 
Connect Central Corridor Advi-
sory Group to assist the mayor 
with choosing the route.

Starting construction on the 
urban rail route is contingent 
upon two factors: the city secur-
ing a $600 million match from the 
Federal Transit Administration 
for rail and securing $400 million 
for road projects.

The latter would be achieved 
by the city selling $400 million in 
nonvoter-approved state highway 
bonds. Funding the $1 billion plan 
would require increasing the  city’s 
debt service property tax rate by 
6.25 cents. The resulting increase 
on a taxpayer’s bill with a $200,000 

home value would be $217 annu-
ally, according to city analysis.

Many supporters and oppo-
nents of the $1 billion plan agree a 
multimodal approach is necessary 
for aiding traffic congestion. They 
disagree on the means to the end.

“We must have an extensive rail 
transit system throughout the city 
one day,” said Lyndon Henry, a 
rail advocate and transportation 
planning consultant. “In order to 
get there we have to spend our 

See Rail | 30

LAYING THE TRACKS FOR URBAN RAIL

The Nov. 4 election will not be the first time voters will have weighed in on 
a rail bond. The city and Capital Metro have been planning rail for years.

1995: Capital Metro 
purchases 162 miles of 

railroad. It will later operate 
its commuter rail line, 

MetroRail, on part of it.

2004: Voters approve 
the 32-mile commuter 
rail route, MetroRail, 

from Leander to 
Austin.

2011–13: The Transit 
Working Group, 

led by Leffingwell, 
provides input on 

high-capacity transit 
plans later  

called Project 
Connect.

2013: City and 
Capital Metro staff 
unveil the Project 
Connect regional 

transportation 
plan, which 

includes urban 
rail.

2000: Voters turn down a 
proposal for a 14.6-mile light 
rail route that would have run 
on North Lamar Boulevard and 
Guadalupe Street.

2010: Austin Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell says he will not 
bring a bond to voters in 
November for urban rail.
2010: Capital Metro 
opens MetroRail.

2012: The city’s 
Transportation 
Department says the 
first phase of a 17.5-mile 
urban rail network would 
cost $550 million.
2012: Leffingwell says he 
will not support an urban 
rail plan going to voters 
in November.

2014: City Council 
approves putting a $1 
billion bond on the Nov. 4 
ballot for the  proposed 
9.5-mile urban rail line.

Sources: Capital Metro, city of Austin
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By Lyndsey Taylor
Dallas-based Spire Realty Group LP is 

proposing to turn a 31-acre office complex 
located at MoPac and Spicewood Springs 
Road into a mixed-use development, spawn-
ing opposition from many nearby residents 
who argue the project is not compatible with 

the neighborhood’s culture.
As of Oct. 17, Spire’s plans include building 

100,000 square feet of retail, 850,000 square 
feet of offices, and 610 apartments and town-
homes, said attorney Stephen Drenner with 
The Drenner Group PC, the law firm hired by 

See Austin Oaks | 35

Developer proposes dense housing, 
retail, office on Spicewood Springs 
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Simple to Serious.

No matter the size of the emergency the St. David’s 

ER Network can take care of you, wherever you are 

in Central Texas. Our newest location in Cedar Park 

features board-certified physicians, life saving 

technology as well as lab and imaging services. 

We’re your go to Emergency Network.

St. David’s is Central Texas 

Emergency Support System.

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protectHighway 183 and Lakeline Market Center
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With its cooling tem-
peratures and bountiful 
festivities, fall is my 
favorite time of year. 
This year my family vis-
ited Sweet Berry Farm 
in Marble Falls, and my 
toddler enjoyed the train 
ride, pumpkin patch, 
face painting and horse 
rides. Central Texas 
always has something to 
offer whether you have a 

family or even pets.
Our Northwest Austin team hosted a booth at Dog-

toberfest on Oct. 18 at The Domain. Community Impact 
Newspaper has participated in the event for the past four 
years, and there is no better way to spend a fall Saturday 
than watching the dogs parade by in their costumes. 
This event has grown each year and is now a North 

Austin staple with thousands in attendance.
Fall also signals that elections are around the corner. 

This issue wraps up our 10-1 City Council coverage. It 
has been our mission to inform readers of what having 
single-member districts entails as well as to provide a 
way for residents to get to know the candidates who 
want to represent them.

Our Election Guide starts on Page 18 with listings of 
upcoming races and Q&As with candidates in some of 
those races. We hope this guide provides information 
you need to cast your vote as an educated constituent. 
It is important, now more than ever, to be an informed 
citizen and exercise your right to vote. Early voting runs 
through Oct. 31, and Election Day is Nov. 4. For contin-
ued coverage visit impactnews.com/vote-2014.

TAKE THE POLL

Do you support the proposed Austin 
Oaks planned unit development on 
Spicewood Springs Road?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTSREADER COMMENTS

New lane opens at I-35 and Parmer Lane to relieve traffic 
congestion (posted Sept. 25 on impactnews.com)

“What that I-35 and Parmer Lane intersection needs is U-turns. 
Traffic would be a bit better with those added.”

—Robert

MoPac speed limit returns to 65 mph north of US 183 
when workers not present (posted Oct. 9 on impactnews.com)

“Is this for real? Have they seen the lines on the road? Have they 
actually seen how drivers are handling it? The lines are terribly 
confusing—especially when the sun is at the wrong angle—and 
drivers are constantly swerving in and out of the lanes, not know-
ing which line is real and which one is “covered.” And now they 
want this to happen at 70 mph? What a joke. Someone needs to 
fix that terrible line cover-up job before someone gets killed.”

—Concerned Driver

With Round Rock ISD investing in 
new technology to aid teaching, do 
you think it will help students in the 
classroom?

Yes, technology will aid traditional teaching methods

  37% 

Yes, digital classrooms are the future  

  31.3% 

No, traditional teaching methods are best  

  12% 

Maybe, we’ll have to see how students take to it  

  10.9%

No, technology can only serve to distract students  

  8.9%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 09/24/24–10/16/14

Correction: Volume 8, Issue 8
On Page 7 the phone number for Bravo Interior Design 
was listed incorrectly. Its phone number is 512-372-0700.

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2015 A3 Prem FWD
Audi MMI Navigation Plus Pkg
Cold Weather Pkg
Audi Music Interface & More*

$309mo 1

36 MO. LEASE

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$439mo 3

39 MO. LEASE

2015 S60 T5
Drive-E Premier

$335mo 3

36 MO. LEASE
36 MO. LEASE

$439mo 3

39 MO. LEASE

2015 Foreseter 2.5i
CVT with Alloy Package

$269mo 2  

0.9% APR Financing 
available for 48 mos

1 - Audi - Additional $750 savings with Audi Owner Loyalty Program. Closed-end leases o� ered to quali?ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A3 Stk# A8758 based on MSRP $34,095. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + ?rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,003 due at inception + TT&L . Purchase option / residual at lease end for $20,797.95. 36 monthly payments of 
$309. Expires 11/1/2014. 2 - Subaru -Model FFB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a?ect ?nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), no sec. dep. required, 41 monthly pymts of $269, ?nal pymt / residual = $14,800. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,086. Stk# Z10782. Expires 10/31/2014. 3 
- Volvo -$3,535 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $335, based on $38,325 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. 
fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Stock # V5242, residual $23154. Expires 10/31/2014. 4-Porsche -$4,339 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $439, based on $41,375 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge. 
Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Stock # V5339, residual $20820. Expires 10/31/2014. 



Much higher taxes, an even less affordable Austin. The Rail bonds will raise  
property taxes by more than $100 per each $100,000 in valuation. You do the math. Bummer! 

More congestion, not less. Ben Wear wrote that rail lines will take away from us miles of 
automobile lanes and hundreds of parking spaces. Supporters call it a “Transportation” bond,  
but a lot of  the “roadwork” is to accommodate the rail. Not much new pavement in these bonds.

Wipes out future AAA bonds. It will use up all $1 billion of Austin’s AAA (low interest)  
bond capacity, requiring high interest bonds for new fire stations, parks, libraries, sidewalks 
or road improvements…an astonishingly dumb move.

A trail of false promises.  Despite pie-in-the-sky claims, this money-sucking Rail won’t  
ease traffic congestion and does nothing good for our city and the vast majority of Austinites.

*The Statesman’s Ben Wear wrote that it could ultimately cost “well above $6 billion”. It’s a colossal amount of cash for a preposterously stupid idea 

which does nothing good for the vast majority of Austinites and their neighborhoods. No sensible person, liberal or conservative, would vote for it. 

Vote NO
 on City of Austin Prop 1 

Save Austin from the Downtown Money Train.

Paid for by the Derail Austin PAC, Ed Wendler, Treasurer

•

•

•

•

Getting approval for such a clearly 
bad idea has forced rich downtown 
business interests to fund a  
$1 million ad campaign to try 
and convince voters the train is  
actually a great idea…They  
must think we’re  
really dumb.

Rail needs density. 
Buses don’t.  
Austin is one of  
the least dense  
major cities in  
the United States.
Go figure.

Same old story…  
Downtown wins. Our neighborhoods get nothing. Again.

And…
 The proposed rail system will actually increase congestion.  

Worse… 
It will be a financial trainwreck for Austin.

Vote NO  
on City of Austin Prop 1 and avoid a Billion dollar* disaster.

When RECA, the Downtown Austin 
Alliance, the Chamber of Commerce, 
CapMetro, David Butts &  the Mayor  
all endorsed the highly deceptive 
$1 Billion Rail (and Roads?) bonds… 

       …something began to smell. 

Austin has serious transportation problems, major  
infrastructure issues and an impending water crisis.  

The Money Train bonds do nothing  
to help meet any of these  

huge challenges.  

Traffic lanes       
will be replaced by rails!

Derail Austin.Doubletruck.Final.indd   1 10/9/14   2:56 PM
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shopping center, 13729 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 1350. The store carries costumes for 
adults and children as well as items such 
as decorations, masks, makeup, contact 
lenses, hats, wigs and accessories. 
512-520-5035. www.spirithalloween.com

Open since Oct. 1, The Dirty Easel offers 
private and public painting parties in the 
North Austin area. Two-hour classes teach 
participants basic techniques. Owner 
Christiane Michaelis hosts public classes 
for $40 per person at bars and restaurants. 
Private classes for children and adults are 
also offered. 512-553-6188. 
www.thedirtyeasel.com

Delores Snell recently launched her 
Northwest Austin–based online accessory 
business V.M~B Bridal ~ Fashion 
Boutique. The online store sells upscale 
women’s jewelry sets and accessories for 
weddings, proms and special occasions. 
Items include garters, gloves, tiaras, 
bracelets and evening clutches. Snell said 
she could open a storefront in the future. 
512-219-0083. www.vmb-boutiquespa.com

Coming Soon

10  New American restaurant Fork & 
Vine will open Oct. 28 in the former Casa 
Chapala spot at 3010 W. Anderson Lane, 
Ste. D, near Shoal Creek Boulevard. The 
restaurant will be able to accommodate 
about 220 diners and will have a large 
patio and a wine-tasting table, serving 250 
different wines. 512-489-7000. 
www.forkvine.com

11  St. David’s North Austin Medical 
Center is opening a pediatric wing 
in December, the health care agency 
announced Sept. 11. The pediatric unit, 
located near the south entrance of the 
hospital at 12221 N. MoPac, will have 
an emergency department, an inpatient 
medical surgical unit and a pediatric 
intensive care unit. 512-901-1000. 
www.stdavids.com

12  This fall a 10,000-square-foot outdoor 
lawn venue will open at The Domain II, 
located near Domain Drive from Dillard’s 
to iPic Theaters. Construction began in 
March, and the lawn will have a shade 
structure for music and festival events, 
a play area for children and pedestrian 
walkways. The venue will be open to the 
public to use for events. 512-873-8099. 
www.thedomaininaustin.com

13  In November artisan chocolate 
manufacturer Delysia Chocolatier will 
open a 2,000-square-foot culinary center 
at 2000 Windy Terrace, Ste. 2C, near 
RM 620. Educational classes, pop-up 
dinners, chocolate pairing and other 
events will be hosted at the shop. Founder 
Nicole Patel said the center took two years 
to build. 512-413-4701. www.delysia.com. 
Twitter: @delysia_choc

Now Open

1  M. Caroline Jones opened Great 
American Smiles at 11615 Angus Road, 
Ste. 116, on Aug. 26. The business offers 
membership-based dentistry services, such 
as cosmetic and general dentistry, veneers, 
implants and crowns. Annual membership 
fees pay for all services and start at $49 
monthly. 512-345-9995. 
www.greatamericansmiles.com

2  Sam Buentello Insurance Agency 
recently opened at 13740 Research Blvd., 
Ste. K-8. The business offers auto, home, life 
and business insurance. The office is open 
Monday through Friday as well as Saturdays 
by appointment. Owner Sam Buentello 
has been in the insurance business for 29 
years. 512-646-2691. www.nationwide.com/
buentello. Twitter: @sambuentello1

3  A sixth location of Lone Star Kolaches 
opened in July at 2210 W. Anderson Lane. 
The locally owned bakery sells breakfast 
items including croissants, muffins and 
kolaches with eggs, sausage, chorizo, 
cream cheese or fruit filling. Customers 
may text their orders for pickup. 

512-800-9343. www.lonestarkolaches.com. 
Twitter: @lonestarkolache

4  Ethan Shaw opened Curly Hair Austin 
in August and offers haircut and coloring 
services for men and women. The business 
is located inside Sola Salon Studios at 
9333 Research Blvd., Ste. 280. Shaw 
specializes in services for people with 
naturally curly hair. The salon is open 
Tue.–Fri. by appointment only. 
512-993-5043. www.curlyhairaustin.com

5  On Oct. 1, Austin Renaissance Hotel 
opened patio bar The Knotty Deck at 9721 
Arboretum Blvd. The partially covered 
bar is located in the back of the hotel and 
serves wine, local craft beers and specialty 
cocktails such as the Austin Mule with 
Deep Eddy Ruby Red Grapefruit Vodka. 
The bar also offers food such as jalapenos 
stuffed with brisket. 512-343-2626. 
www.renaissanceaustin.com

6  Deb Otto opened her business, Mill 
& Leaf, in late August at the Arboretum, 
10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 103, between 
the Gap and Zoe’s Kitchen. The art and 
furniture gallery showcases artwork from 

local artists as well as modern furniture 
made with sustainable products. Otto also 
teaches large abstract painting classes. 
512-590-9603. www.millandleaf.com

7  Nazmi Eren opened Turkish restaurant 
Troy on Sept. 8 at 8105 Mesa Drive, 
Ste. A. The fast-casual restaurant serves 
gyros, chicken tantuni and kebabs such as 
chicken and kofte, or ground beef. Troy is 
open for lunch and dinner Mon.– 
Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. Plates come with a 
main dish, salad, rice, Turkish tea and 
dessert. 310-773-8162.  
www.facebook.com/troy.restaurantaustin

8  A location of Halloween Express 
opened in early September at The 
Arboretum Crossing shopping center, 
9333 Research Blvd. The store will remain 
open until Nov. 2 and carries Halloween 
costumes as well as props, wigs, pet 
costumes, masks and makeup. 
512-538-0588. www.halloweenexpress.com

9  Franchise retailer Spirit Halloween 
opened Sept. 29 and will remain in 
operation through the first week of 
November at the Lake Creek Festival 
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Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor

14  Shae Connor will open Austin R3 on 
Oct. 27 at 13740 Research Blvd., Bldg. 
F, Unit 1. Connor will offer whole-body 
cryotherapy treatments, which aid the 
body’s natural recovery from injuries as 
well as promote overall well-being. Connor 
will also offer NormaTec Therapy, which 
uses three massage techniques to speed 
recovery. 512-796-9412. www.austinr3.com

15  Allison Slapnicka and Cameron 
Drummond will open a second location 
of Pure Pilates Austin in November at 
The Domain next to Blo Blow Dry Bar at 
11011 Domain Drive. Pure uses a form of 
Pilates called Lagree Fitness. Clients use a 
machine that combines the basics of Pilates 
strengthening with cardio intervals to 
activate muscles and develop endurance. 
512-243-7510. www.purepilatesaustin.com

16  Massage at The Domain will open 
in December at 11011 Domain Drive, Ste. 
124, next door to Pure. The 2,800-square-
foot space will offer massage services and 
facials. The owners are Gabi Bogner and 
Rei Leigh Harmer. 512-656-0705. 
www.massageatthedomain.com

17  In December, Pacific Rim Sushi & 
Yakitori Lounge will open in the former 
location of The Dojo at 9070 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 305. The Japanese restaurant 
will be open for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner and serve items such as Japanese 
ramen; yakitori, or meat on skewers; udon 
noodles; sushi rolls; and sashimi. Pacific 
Rim will also offer a happy hour with tapas 
and drink specials. www.pacrimsushi.com

18  Orange Theory Fitness will open by 
Dec. 31 at the Four Points Centre, 
7301 N. RM 620, Ste. 175. The studio 
provides small-group, personal and heart-
rate–based interval training. 512-368-9343. 
www.orangetheoryfitness.com

19  Spa Pro Nails will open its fourth 
Central Texas location in early 2015 at 
Riverplace Station, 10815 RM 2222. The 
salon will offer manicures, pedicures and 
eyebrow waxes. 512-528-8180. 
www.spapronails.com

Relocations 

20  Austin Radiological Association 
relocated its headquarters from 10900 
Stonelake Blvd., Ste. 250, to 12554 Riata 
Vista Circle in August. The new location 
hosts ARA’s administrative office and 
technical support. The business offers 
medical diagnostic screening and imaging 
and has served Austin and Central Texas 
since 1954. 512-453-6100. www.ausrad.com

21  Window treatment retailer Austin 
Shadeworks moved in July from 92 Red 
River St. to 8868 Research Blvd., Ste. 101. 
Vickie Dunlevy has owned the business for 
more than 18 years and offers interior and 
exterior window treatments for businesses 
and homes. Appointments are encouraged 
for consultations. 512-472-1768. 
www.austinshadeworks.com. 
Twitter: @austinshadework 

22  Patients can receive medical 
diagnostics and screenings at a new Austin 
Radiological Association location at 11714 
Wilson Parke Ave., Ste. 150. Services include 
digital mammography, ultrasound, X-ray 
and bone densitometry previously offered at 
the 10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 110-B, 
location, which closed in July. 512-453-6100. 
www.ausrad.com

Expansions

23  Tesla Motors, 8609 Burnet Road, 
leased 3,200 square feet in September 
adjacent to its existing location. The 
new space will be used to expand Tesla’s 
service center to provide more vehicle 
service to local owners. 510-249-4092. 
www.teslamotors.com

Anniversaries

St. David’s Rehabilitation Center, located 
inside St. David’s Medical Center, celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in September. The rehab 
center has served more than 43,000 patients 
in the Austin area since opening in 1989 and 
has treated conditions such as spinal cord 
injuries, stroke, arthritis and chronic pain. 
512-544-5100. www.stdavidsrehab.com

Closings

24  Royal Buffet, 1813 W. Parmer Lane, 
recently closed.

In the News

25  In September real estate firm Moody 
National Companies went under contract 
to purchase the Hilton Garden Inn located 
at 11617 Research Blvd. The deal would 
mark the first hotel Moody has owned 
in Northwest Austin. Moody Director of 
Acquisitions Teddy Dykoski said after the 
contract’s closing, Moody plans to make 
improvements to the hotel. 512-241-1600. 
www.hgiaustinhotel.com

26  The Austin Public Library announced 
Oct. 16 it would not close the Milwood 
Branch, 12500 Amherst Drive, as planned 
Nov. 10–December 2015 for a complete 
renovation. APL will assess community 
input and schedule a design review 
meeting with the community. It will also 
schedule new dates to close the facility for 
renovations. Renovations would include 
upgrading technology and plumbing; a 
new layout; and replacing flooring, finishes 
and furniture. 512-974-9880. 
http://library.austintexas.gov

27  Westwood High School, 12400 Mellow 
Meadow Drive, in Round Rock ISD, was 
named No. 268 out of 500 schools on the 
2014 list of America’s Top High Schools 
released Oct. 3 by Newsweek Magazine. 
Westwood is one of six in Central Texas on 
the list. Newsweek also named Westwood 
one of the top performing schools for 
economically disadvantaged students, 
ranking No. 467 on the 2014 Beating the 
Odds list. www.roundrockisd.org

Northwest Austin resident Ghazanfer 
Hussain launched a crowd funding 
campaign Aug. 31 for his product, EZ-
Roll-Holder, an on-the-go paper towel 
dispenser. Users can attach the paper 
towel roll to objects using a bungee cord. 
EZ-Roll-Holder may be purchased on the 
product website or on eBay or Amazon. 
512-258-5617. www.ezrollholder.com News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

Email nwanews@impactnews.com.

The Knotty Deck opened Oct. 1 at the Austin 
Renaissance Hotel in the Arboretum.

5

Mill & Leaf is an art and furniture gallery that 
opened in late August in the Arboretum.

6

Turkish restaurant Troy opened Sept. 8 on Mesa 
Drive at Spicewood Springs Road.

7

Allison Slapnicka and Cameron Drummond will open 
Pure Pilates Austin in November at The Domain.
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EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS
Manual therapy techniques have helped millions of patients 
overcome injuries and various pain syndromes.

WE EARN YOUR TRUST
We have friendly staff and accept all major insurance plans. 

HOW WE CAN HELP
We help our patients to fight pain and stiffness so they can  
get back to do the things they love.

12319 N. MOPAC EXPRESSWAY SUITE 260  |  AUSTIN, TEXAS 78758  |  (512) 879-1712  |  WWW.TRTHERAPY.COM Miguel Millan, DC

We offer gentle soft tissue 
rehabilitation to relieve neck pain. 
Most insurance plans accepted. 

NECK PAIN 
SOLUTIONS
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

Map not to scale

Project spotlight

2   RM 620 widening
The existing road is being widened to a four-
lane road with shoulders, curbs, gutters and 
a raised center median. In the next few 
weeks crews will finish work on the median, 
traffic signals, paving and striping. There 
will be rolling, temporary lane closures while 
crews complete final pavement surfacing 
and striping.

Timeline: December 2012– 
late November 2014
Cost: $11.6 million
Funding sources: Williamson County

3   MoPac express lanes
Crews have begun paving sections of the 
new express lanes north of US 183. Between 
US 183 and RM 2222 construction is 
wrapping up on the retaining walls, and 
south of RM 2222 workers have been 
drilling foundation shafts for the 7 miles of 
sound walls. Workers are also drilling shafts 
and installing drainage pipes for the new 
underpasses that will provide access from 
the express lanes to downtown Austin.

Timeline: October 2013–fall 2015
Cost: $204 million
Funding sources: Federal and state dollars

4   North Lamar Boulevard and Burnet 
Road corridor improvements
The city’s design consultant will finish the 
technical memorandum to prioritize locations 
for improvements along the roads in October. 
Public feedback will also be incorporated in 
the process of creating the memorandum, 
which will serve as a road map for the design 
phase of the project and to document the 
selected locations recommended to be 
designed.

Timeline: Technical memorandum: June–
October 2014; design: early 2015–April 2016; 
construction: September 2016– 
September 2017
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: City of Austin 2012 bond

1  New collector/distributor lane on I-35 at Parmer Lane
Construction finished Sept. 25 on a new collector/distributor lane between the I-35 main 
lanes and frontage road at Parmer Lane. The lane allows northbound drivers to bypass the 
Parmer intersection by traveling under the overpass to access businesses on the northeast 
corner of the Tech Ridge Center.

Timeline: February–September 2014
Cost: $2.14 million
Funding sources: State Proposition 12 funding

620

4
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1
Howard Ln.

4

       Lakeline Blvd.

     Jollyville R
d.

GREAT HILLS
10300 Morado Cove 
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,058 SQ FT
Listed by Scott Hayes
512.786.8300

ENCHANTED FOREST
5013 Miss Julie Ln
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,289 SQ FT
Listed by Clausen Group
512.853.0846

MILWOOD
8129 Osborne Dr
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,442 SQ FT
Listed by Ealy Team
512.699.0866

ANDERSON MILL 
10906 Marble 
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,357 SQ FT
Listed by Ashley Brinkman
512.665.8787

WELLS BRANCH
2501 Lou John St
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,112 SQ FT
Listed by Amy Bernhard
512.534.8847

SCOFIELD FARMS
13344 Kinder Pass
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,677 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Walker
512.653.3398

BALCONES VILLAGE
9012 Fairway Hill Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,501 SQ FT
Listed by Cathy Louis
512.913.8912

WESTOVER HILLS 
8602 Oakmountain Cir
5 BD 4 BA +/-3,772 SQ FT
Listed by Spickes Team 
512.699.0400

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustinrealtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        

Southwest
4301 W William Cannon Dr #200, Austin, TX 78749

Westlake
3801 N Capital of Tx Hwy #J-180, Austin, TX 78746

Central
1209 W 5th St #300, Austin, TX 78703   

Northwest
10526 W Parmer Ln #425, Austin, TX 78717 

Lake Travis
2418 RR 620 South #200, Lakeway, TX 78738

2

Realty Austin Citywide Open House

2

Just Listed

Sunday, November 2nd, 2014
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the draft of Chittick’s comments for the 
Aug. 21 meeting but that Romere did not 
approve the final draft.

Romere said she did not help draft the 
comments but only answered questions.

“Conflicts of interest, even the percep-
tion of the conflict of interest, should be 
avoided. Our policies need to reflect that,” 
Romere said. “I think it is important to 
pay attention to our citizens’ concerns and 

Misconduct allegations against Round Rock ISD trustee found to be false
By Lyndsey Taylor 

A law firm found allegations of miscon-
duct against Round Rock ISD trustee Diane 
Cox concerning an alleged abuse of power 
were false, the firm announced Sept. 18.

During the public comment portion 
of the Aug. 21 board meeting, commu-
nity member Christine Chittick alleged 
Cox had abused her power, committed 
a dishonest act and spearheaded a large 
contract between her employer, Tango 
Software, and RRISD. Attorneys for Walsh, 
Anderson, Gallegos, Green & Treviño 
P.C., the firm that investigated the claims, 
interviewed 17 people, including trustees, 
district staff and others who may have had 
information regarding the subject, said 
Dorcas Green, an attorney with the firm. 

“Our conclusion is that the claims that 
trustee Cox very likely abused her powers, 
perhaps committed a dishonest act and 
spearheaded a huge contract between her 
current employer, Tango Software, and 
Round Rock ISD are unsubstantiated,” 
Green said. “The evidence does not sup-
port the allegations.”

The firm asked Chittick to bring forth 
any evidence that Cox committed a dis-
honest act, Green said, but the firm did not 
receive any. Green said the firm discov-
ered trustee Terri Romere assisted with 

EDUCATION

Diane Cox Terri Romere 

2012 2013 2014

July
Trustee Diane Cox begins working for 
Tango Software. 

Sept. 18
Law firm Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos, Green & Treviño, P.C. holds a hearing 
of the investigation, which found the allegations against Cox to be false. 

August
Liberty Source, the parent 
company of Tango Software, 
is placed on RRISD’s 
approved vendor list.

Aug. 21
Resident Christine 
Chittick accuses Cox 
of misconduct. 

Oct. 17
A RRISD invoice shows the total cost of the 
investigation was $12,127.74, which will be paid 
from the district’s Government Relations Fund.

answer them. I do believe that this ques-
tion had merit. … I did not help write it.”

Romere said she will amend the report 
with the attorney to reflect she did not 
assist writing the draft of the comments.

Tango Software and its parent company, 
Liberty Source, were added to the district’s 
approved vendor list in 2012, a decision 
made by district administration and not 
trustees, said Vincent Harding, an attorney 
with Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos, Green & 
Treviño. Being put on the approved vendor 
list means RRISD could do business with 
either company.

Harding said the district has not spent 
any money with Tango since Cox became 
an employee of the software company, nor 
had RRISD spent any money with Tango 
in the six years prior to her hiring.

Harding said Cox submitted an affidavit 

stating she had a “substantial interest” in 
Tango Software because more than  
10 percent of her annual income came 
from the company, as she was required to 
under state law.

Cox requested that the investigation 
report be made public record and said this 
was the most publicly hurtful incident she 
has experienced.

“These false accusations sought to 
jeopardize my employment, damage my 
character and question my integrity after 
serving this community for such a long 
time,” Cox said. “I started on this board in 
2005 making this about the students, and 
as always, I intend to keep making this 
about the students.”

Cox is running for re-election for her 
current seat, Place 3, in November.

VOTE MARGIE FOR AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 10

I AM YOUR 
TAX CUT LADY

Political ad paid for by Margie for Austin, Mindy Montford, Treasurer. PO Box 28366 Austin, TX 78755. This campaign has not agreed to comply with the contribution and expenditure limits of the Austin Fair Campaign Chapter.

Save Tax Payers’ Hard Earned $$$s
• City homestead exemption
• Tax apartments with lower rates
• Zero based accounting for City Hall

Utility Fee Relief - Demand Transparency
• Cut corporate utility subsidies
• Eliminate non-utility items from utility department
• Incentives for homes & businesses to reclaim water
• Robust rebates for all residents

GO TO WWW.MARGIEFORAUSTIN.COM TO SEE MARGIE’S STAND ON ALL THE ISSUES.
Margie4Austin @margieforaustin

Transportation - A Quality of Life Issue:
• Provide comprehensive bus system - immediate solution & cheaper than rail
• Improve tra�  c congestion - HOV lanes, timed on-ramps & re-timed tra�  c lights
• Reduce housing & transportation costs - from current 63% to national avg of 40%

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM

Get your home ready 
for the holidays 

with our
Annual Fabric Sale!

20% OFF ALL FABRIC
October 1-31st

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com
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The physicians you know. 
The name you trust. 

Insist on St. David’s HealthCare.

It’s open enrollment time for your health insurance plan.  

If you are an Austin Independent School District employee, 

you have an important decision to make. A choice that will 

affect the health of you and your family. Which is why you 

should insist that St. David’s is part of your health plan.  

St. David’s has the quality doctors and facilities to deliver the 

very best care to you and your family. Better health is a choice.  

Choose a plan with St. David’s physicians and hospitals.

Travis/Bastrop County Locations
St. David’s Medical Center

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center
Heart Hospital of Austin

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Bastrop

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Bee Cave

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Pflugerville

Williamson County Locations

St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Cedar Park

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

stdavids.com

14-SDM-1191 AISD Ask Ad_Physicians_Northwest Austin.indd   3 10/6/14   3:51 PM
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AUSTIN After a year-and-a-half-long 
battle, ridesharing services such as Uber 
and Lyft can now operate legally in the city.

City Council approved the ordinance 
allowing them Oct. 16. Transportation 
network companies, or TNCs, which use 
smartphone apps to connect drivers and 
passengers, must have insurance for injury 
or accidents. Drivers must also be at least 
21 years old, have a valid driver’s license 
and pass a background check. 

Taxicab supporters fought the measure, 
but taxi representatives said they are not 
opposed to the competition. They argue 
ridesharing services should be regulated 
the same way as cab companies under 
existing city laws.

TNC opponents claimed allowing 
ridesharing companies to operate in Austin 
conflicts with the city’s recently adopted 
ordinance that bans manual input on 

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties Compiled by Jennifer Curington, Kate Morris and Joe Olivieri

City Council legalizes ridesharing companies WilCo may see faster 
testing for evidence

Travis Co. greenlights 
Wells Branch project

WILLIAMSON COUNTY Commis-
sioners are working out the details of 
an interlocal agreement with the Texas 
Department of Public Safety to speed up 
felony and misdemeanor controlled sub-
stance and blood alcohol evidence testing.

During their Oct. 7 meeting commis-
sioners began discussing the terms of a 
contract to hire two DPS employees at 
the expense of the county.

“Many other counties of our size 
either have their own crime lab or a 
situation like this because the cost of us 
keeping people in jail while they wait for 
the testing is far greater than this,” Com-
missioner Lisa Birkman said. “That’s 
why it makes sense for us to do it.”

The county will spend $112,525.52 in 
the agreement for fiscal year 2014–15.

TRAVIS COUNTY Commissioners 
approved the financing of a new senior 
apartment housing project in the Wells 
Branch community Oct. 14.

Affinity at Wells Branch is a proposed 
154-unit active adult community on 
8.2 acres at 14508 Owen Tech Blvd. 

If built the project will also have a 
fitness center, a saltwater pool and spa, 
a workshop and a covered patio.

The Public Finance Authority of Wis-
consin, which is financing the project, 
plans to issue $21,775,000 in revenue 
bonds to build the project.

The authority needed Travis County’s 
permission to issue the bonds for the 
project. The county has no financial 
stake or liability in the project, accord-
ing to county documents. 

Austin City Council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Meeting temporarily at 700 Lavaca St.
512-974-2000  • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

handheld devices, or texting while driving. 
The main way of communicating for ride-
sharing drivers is smartphone apps that 
require the use of a cell phone.

Supporters of ridesharing companies 
said the need to provide safe transportation 
for intoxicated people far outweighs the cab 
companies’ concerns if the city intends to 
decrease the number of drunken drivers.

Ridesharing companies such as Uber and Lyft can 
now operate legally in Austin.
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Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

15% 
OFF
Limited Time Offer

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

 ARE CRITTERS 
MAKING SPOOKY 

NOISES IN THE 
BEWITCHING HOURS?

They don’t stand a GHOST 
of a chance against us!Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road

Preview Party: Thurs., Nov. 6 at 7 p.m.
Be the fi rst to shop among all of the great items available.
(Purchase tickets in advance online at www.settlementhome.org)

General Sale Days: 
Friday, Nov. 7 - Sunday, Nov. 9  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

FREE parking on general sale days.
Massive inventory of items!

More information at www.settlementhome.org 
or (512) 836-2150

All proceeds benefi t The Settlement Home for Children

Settlement Home for Children

Charity Garage & Estate Sale

39th Annual
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For more than two decades, Lexus of Austin has stood 
up for children in Travis County and has given a voice to 
young victims of violence. Their commitment to ending the 

cycle of child abuse is unwavering and their belief that 
children have the potential, and the desire, to make the 

world a better place is a testament to their values.  
For them, it’s never been just about writing a check. It’s 
about coming together as a community and providing 
hope to children. They believe that helping even one 
child makes Austin a better place. Their support truly 

transcends the bounds of generosity. 

We are extremely proud of our 25-year partnership with 
Lexus of Austin and the work the Child Protection Team 

does to protect the children of Travis County. Family  
is important to Lexus of Austin, and we are  

honored to be a part of theirs.

On behalf of all children in Travis County and the  
Child Protection Team, thank you!

YEARS

Thank You
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into that market,” Wilson said.
She noted the district also now has fewer 

economically challenged students, and there 
may be a correlation between their families 
being priced out and the decline. 

“It’s hard for [constituents] to make sense of 
‘How can the district be saying that it’s down 
in its enrollment when we are busting at the 
seams?’ [or] ‘Why are you asking to build a 
new school when we have some underen-
rolled schools?’ Well, it’s geography,” she said. 
“Austin ISD is so big geographically and so 
different in different regions because the city 
really developed in sort of these spurts. … The 
overcrowded schools tend to be all clumped 
together, and the underenrolled schools tend 
to be clumped together as well.” 

According to AISD, several schools are 
operating at more than 115 percent of their 
core facilities’ permanent capacity while 
others are underenrolled.  Strategies to 
address that are part of AISD’s facility mas-
ter plan, which will be used to plan for capi-
tal improvements and bond elections, Exec-
utive Director of Facilities Paul Turner said.

Six campuses—Blazier, Doss, Hill, Perez, 
Pickle and Wooten elementary schools—are 
operating at more than 135 percent of per-
manent capacity. District staff deemed those 
as FMP Phase 1 schools and will be talking 
with the schools’ campus advisory councils 
this fall to determine solutions, Turner said.

Attendance zone boundary changes, 
transfer policy updates and assigning a 
grade at one school to an underutilized 
campus are among the options, Turner said. 
Consolidating schools is not popular, he 
said, noting that making sure the commu-
nity is involved in any changes is a priority.  

“We want them to feel that they’ve had a 
voice,” he said.  

Changes in the works
For months the board of trustees has 

discussed improving how it “tells the AISD 
story” to attract prospective students. 

“Right now there is no recruitment pro-
cess,” trustee Ann Teich said. “There’s no 
major budget for it. But there are in the 
works … plans to improve that situation.”

Teich said AISD would be criticized if it 
spent money on advertising.

“We need to tell our story better,” she 
said, noting the board’s ad hoc community 
engagement committee will work to put 
together a recommendation for the board 
on potential recruiting strategies. 

In September, AISD hired Reyne Telles 
as executive director of the Department of 
Communications and Community Engage-
ment. Telles previously worked as the city 
of Austin’s manager of media relations and 
was director of communications for Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell. Telles will be responsible for 
launching a branding and marketing cam-
paign for the district, according to AISD.  

Turner said despite strong programs at 
AISD schools and districtwide facilities such 
as the Performing Arts Center that is sched-
uled to open next year, AISD faces competi-
tion for students from charter schools that 
have money to spend on advertising. 

The charter school factor
Local charters promote themselves with 

ads and brochures, said Tracy Young, Texas 
Charter Schools Association spokeswoman.

“We have some charter schools that just 
go door-to-door in the neighborhood [and] 
… introduce parents in the community to 
the concept of choice,” she said. 

Charter schools often have a focus, such 
as science, technology, engineering and 
math, or STEM, she said. There were 41 
charter schools in Austin at the start of the 
2014–15 school year, Young said. 

“We have seen growth in Austin,” she said, 
noting enrollment at Austin charter schools 
increased to 11,859 in 2014 and has grown 
by about 30 percent annually since 2010.

Charters usually locate in areas with 
lower-performing schools, Young said. 

Enrollment and funding
AISD’s projected student population 

decline is a concern, Teich said.
“It has a major funding impact because 

the state pays us according to a certain  
outdated formula. … When we lose enroll-
ment, we lose funding, and that impacts 
programs and salaries,” she said. 

District Court Judge John Dietz ruled 
Aug. 28 that the state’s school finance system 
violates Texas Constitution requirements. 

Turner said antiquated funding formu-
las mean AISD has been required to pay 

increasing amounts in recapture funds. 
Recapture is a state system through which 
property-rich districts such as AISD are 
required by law to send money to the state 
to be redistributed among districts deemed 
property-poor.

Enrollment
Continued from | 1

Although some Austin ISD schools had overall 
decreased enrollment in the 2013–14 school 
year, Hill Elementary School at 8601 Tallwood 
Drive is one of several campuses in Austin 
ISD with enrollment of more than 135 percent 
of permanent capacity. Parent Jonathan Geld, 
chair of Hill’s Campus Advisory Council, said 
portable buildings have helped to alleviate 
overcrowding in terms of classroom capacity, 
but parents notice overcrowding in permanent 
fixtures such as the cafeteria.

“The school’s core facility is a finite size 
and was built for 627 students. However, 
this year the overall enrollment at Hill is 
895,” he said, noting enrollment numbers 
change throughout the school year. Geld 
said the CAC will work with the district to 
try to determine solutions. He said if the 
district looks at boundary changes it will hear 
opposition from parents but said one short-
term solution might be more portables. 

“Hill is an exemplary school,” he said. 
“People want their kids to go to an 
exemplary school—that’s why they moved 
into the neighborhood. … I don’t know how 
many more students we’re going to get, but 
it’s not showing any signs of leveling off.”

AISD’s annual population projections 
show there are 130 planned residential 
developments in the district that could 
increase student counts depending on how 
the developments are marketed. 

In North Austin, Wooldridge Elementary 
School at 1412 Norseman Terrace is among 
schools operating at more than 125 percent 
of permanent capacity, according to AISD.  
Executive Director of Facilities Paul Turner 
said staff will work with those schools to find 
solutions in 2015 as part of Phase 2 of its 
facility master plan implementation.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Addressing enrollment 
in Northwest Austin

Year  Population    Change

2013 *85,078 ** -1,200
2014  85,351 272
2015 85,254 -97
2016 84,917 -336
2017 85,009 92
2018 84,950 -60
2019 84,974 24
2020 85,032 58
2021 84,864 -167
2022 84,707 -158
2023 84,721 15

Student population projections 

75%–115% 85,502
the target permanent 

capacity for its schools

Total Austin ISD 
2013–14 enrollment 
as of first six weeks 

Austin ISD considers

Source: Austin ISD 2014 
Demographic Study

Source: Austin ISD

*Actual  
**Approximate

Student population represents the number of 
students who live within AISD’s attendance 
zones. Enrollment means the number of 
students who attend AISD schools. The two 
numbers are not necessarily equal.

Enrollment vs. population

• Tang Soo Do Martial Art Classes
• Family members train together
• After-School Program
• Women’s Self Defense Classes

8516 Anderson Mill Rd., Suite 100 Austin, TX 78729  •  512-257-8552  •  aimandfocus.com

Now  
offering  
Archery 
Classes!

STATE L ICENSED AFTER SCHOOL DAY CARE PROVIDER.

Now offering tutoring for standardized math test

Developing Peaceful Confidence

Smiles–for–Life
Jerry Milner, DDS

Lasting Solutions
for a Healthy Smile

www.Smiles–for–Life
Lasting Solutions for a Healthy Smile

Jerry Milner, DDS

 » Highly Experienced Team
 » Peaceful Atmosphere with a View
 » Comprehensive Quality Care
 » Dental Implants
 » Mercury-Free fi llings

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Comprehensive 

Oral Examination, 
X-rays and 

Consultation

Comprehensive 
COMPLIMENTARY

For new patients age 21 and 
older. Must bring coupon. 

(Not intended for 
emergency treatments) 

Expires 12/31/14
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2014-15 Pflugerville ISD 
school boundaries

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

For more information on schools in Pflugerville ISD, visit www.pflugervilleisd.org.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

2013–14 Pflugerville ISD total students 23,302
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District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 82% Math 74%

Grade 4 Reading 76% Math 73%

Grade 5 Reading 82% Math 83%

Grade 6 Reading 79% Math 82%

Grade 7 Reading 78% Math 61%

Grade 8 Reading 87% Math 87%

End of course,
all grades

Algebra I 82%, biology 92%, English I 66%, English II 68%, U.S. history 94%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Copperfield MS 524 80.9% 81% 72% 60% 68% 64% 65% 70% 56% 5

2 Northwest MS 531 67.4% 69% 59% 82% 90% 87% 83% 94% 82% 5

3 Parmer Lane MS 428 68.9% 89% 78% 98% 91% 75% 77% 95% 90% 5

4 River Oaks MS 520 80% 68% 61% 56% 68% 59% 79% 80% 69% 5

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 52.8%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 19.5%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $46,617

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $41,366 
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End-of-course – all students
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John B. 
Connally

MS 1,943 67.9% 56% 86% 54% 56% 91%

FOCUS
14  NEWS

PFLUGERVILLE ISD

Source: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc. *Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-of-course 
administrations. Fifth- and eighth-grade math and reading results 
are from the first administration only. Schools listed are those 
located in the Northwest Austin area only. 

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November

Compiled by David Barer, Kayley Ryan, 
Fares Sabawi and Scott Thomas

2013–14 Pflugerville ISD total students 23,302

Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012–13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses

Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

2012–13 Pflugerville ISD accountability rating MS

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improvement 
Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness and end-
of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 2013 
legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 15 to 
five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, English I 
and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 

2014–15 Pflugerville ISD feeder pattern
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End of course – all students
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Cook MS 924 96.2% 69% 73% 74% 71% 70% 70% 75% 67% 10

2 Davis MS 715 26.4% 91% 77% 89% 75% 87% 87% 88% 88% 11

3 Guerrero Thompson MS 666 96.1% 67% 63% 60% 65% 64% 68% 69% 67% 10

4 Hill MS 840 8.5% 99% 92% 97% 90% 97% 94% 98% 93% 11

5 McBee MS 565 97.9% 84% 80% 72% 88% 71% 67% 70% 71% 10

6 Padron*** N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 10

7 Pillow MS 571 69.5% 74% 60% 78% 62% 75% 80% 88% 63% 10

8 Summitt MS 772 36.7% 83% 65% 89% 93% 93%  87%  91%  79% 11

9 Wooldridge MS 829 97% 50% 60% 55% 58% 53%  70%  66% 62% 10

District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 83% Math 76%

Grade 4 Reading 78% Math 75%

Grade 5 Reading 81% Math 83%

Grade 6 Reading 76% Math 79%

Grade 7 Reading 71% Math 60%

Grade 8 Reading 80% Math 79%

End of course,
all grades

Algebra I 84%, biology 93%, English I 64%, English II 70%, U.S. history 93%

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 63%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 27.4%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $48,462

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $44,955

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November

2013–14 Austin ISD accountability rating MS

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc. 
All test results are preliminary. For final results visit  
www.tea.state.tx.us

*Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-of-course administrations. Fifth- and eighth-
grade math and reading results are from the first administration only. Schools listed are those located 
in the Northwest Austin area only. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOUNDARIESELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOLSHIGH SCHOOLS

For more information on schools in 

Austin ISD, visit www.aisd.org.

***Padron Elementary School opened at the start of the 
2014–15 school year.

2013–14 Austin ISD total students 85,502

2014–15 AISD school boundaries
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In today’s digital world, it’s more important than ever that 

people stay connected to what’s important to them. That’s 

why we’re making sure our customers, from historic East 

Austin to booming suburbs all around, have access to the 

level of cable and Internet service they want, when they 

want it. It’s a promise to Austin that Time Warner Cable is 

proud to deliver both at home and on-the-go, with over 3,000 

WiFi hotspots available throughout the area. To learn more 

ways we’re working to help people enjoy Austin better, visit 

us at MakingConnectionsThatMatter.com.

Communities
& Coverage. 
Connected.

#TWConnections

TWC WiFi® is available to customers with Time Warner Cable Standard Internet 
or higher and Time Warner Cable Business Class High Speed Internet customers. 

Coverage is not available in all areas. Subject to change without notice. 
Some restrictions apply.

TWC_CC_10 X 6.04.indd   1 10/6/14   11:24 AM



Northwest Austin Edition • October 2014 NEWS  17

Pflugerville ISD 
• In April the PISD board of trustees approve an across-

the-board pay rate increase, putting the district’s 
wages at or above 90 percent of the fair market pay 
rate. The increase cost the district $4.6 million. 

• Voters approve the largest bond in Pflugerville ISD 
history May 10. The $287 million bond included 
funding for a fourth high school, a new elementary 
school, a football stadium and technology 
upgrades. The bond allowed the district to keep up 
with its 400-student-a-year growth. 

• Larry Bradley joins the PISD board of trustees May 
15 after running unopposed. Bradley replaced 
Jimmy Don Havins, who was first elected in 
2005. Bradley spent 40 years in public education 
before joining the board, including 28 years as the 
principal of Plugerville High School. 

• Solar panels installed during the summer could 
save PISD more than $1 million over the course 
of the panels’ life, the district announces in June. 
Financial incentives from the city of Austin helped 
make the panels possible.

• Officials announced Sept. 17 the Alternative 
Certification Program for bilingual teachers would 
continue to its second year. The program looked to 
recruit teachers who were interested in bilingual and 
secondary education. The four teachers recruited in 
2012 have returned for the 2014-15 school year.

2013–14
YEAR IN REVIEW

PISD completes some bond projects before start of school
New space and updated sporting facilities are some of the 

bond projects Pflugerville ISD finished before school started 
in August.

School officials renovated 14 of 15 gym floors slated for 
improvements this year, said Bill Clayton, executive director 
of Facilities and Support Services. The last one will be com-
pleted next summer when school is not in session.

One of the biggest additions was a portable added to 
Pflugerville High School for the JROTC program. The por-
table added 8,064 square feet of space for the program and 
included a marching room and dedicated shooting range.

“We have a great ROTC program and one of the largest in 
the nation,” PISD Superintendent Alex Torrez said. “Kids are 
gravitating toward it.” 

FOCUS
NEWS  17

Compiled by Scott Thomas and David Barer

PFLUGERVILLE ISD

The safety vestibules under construction will resemble this existing one 
at Riojas Elementary School in Pflugerville ISD.

PISD to construct secure 
entrances at some schools

Pflugerville ISD is installing new safety vestibules on 
certain schools’ front entrances as part of the bond PISD 
residents approved last year.

Vestibules are small areas connecting the outside of a 
building to the main entryway. An example is those found 
in banks or other secure locations.

The new doorways are designed to increase school safety 
by requiring every visitor to a school to check in through 
the main office, Pflugerville ISD Deputy Superintendent 
Troy Galow said in an email. The vestibules will be con-
structed at campuses that do not already have controlled 
entryways.

Galow said the cost of installing safety vestibules ranges 
in price depending on the complexity of the project. He 
said factors include requirements by the city or county that 

holds jurisdiction over the building process.
The vestibules are part of a $2 million security upgrade 

approved by voters in the bond election. School officials 
expect to be finished installing the vestibules by the start 
of the 2015–16 school year.
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This November, voters will have the opportunity to join us 
in the battle to restore sanity to Washington, and preserve 

common-sense conservative leadership in Williamson County 
and Texas.  The quality of life we enjoy in central Texas did 
not happen by accident.  Men and Women of exceptional 
character and abilities continue to step forward to offer 

themselves for public service.  Please get to know them, and 
remember to vote Republican when you go to the polls.

– Bill Fairbrother, 
Williamson County GOP Chairman

For additional information about our great candidates or to get more involved, 
please visit www.williamsoncountygop.org or call us at 512-863-8481.

Ad paid for by Williamson County GOP and not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee.

Vote REPUBLICAN for Common-Sense Leadership

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★Early Voting is from 
Oct. 20 – Oct.31
Election Day is 

November 4

OUR OUTSTANDING LOCAL REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES INCLUDE:

John Carter, 
U.S. House, 
District 31
www.johncarterforcongress.com
Less Regulations 
+ Less Taxes 
= Better JOBS

Less Spending + Balance 
Budget Amendment = Stronger ECONOMY

Less Washington 
+ More Texas = Brighter FUTURE!!

Jeff Rose, 
Justice Jeff Rose running 
for Chief Justice on the 
3rd Court of Appeals
www.judgejeffrose.com
• Former Texas Deputy 
Attorney General Under 
Greg Abbott

• Former District Judge
• Board Certi� ed in Civil Trial Law
• Co-founder, Rise School of Austin for children 

with Down Syndrome;  Board Member, Capital 
Area Food Bank

Edna Staudt, 
Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 2
www.ednastaudt.com
• Serves with integrity and 
compassion 
• Committed to protect 
constitutional rights 

• Dedicated to conservative  and Christian values 
• Experienced and knowledgeable in law 

and ethics

Tony Dale, 
State Representative, 
District 136 
www.TexansforTonyDale.com

• Believes our dollars should 
be spent in the classroom on 
students and teacher pay, not 
bureaucrats or administrators

• Will work to balance the Texas budget without 
raising taxes and will always � ght to get 
government out of the way so small businesses 
can create jobs

• Army veteran, conservative leader, devoted 
husband, father and strong advocate for our 
growing communities and public education

Cynthia Long, 
County Commissioner, 
Precinct 2
www.cynthialong.com

• Devoted to her family and 
her faith
• Supports those who serve 
and sacri� ce for us with the 

right  funding for them 
• County’s voice on regional boards, resulting in 

more money for projects in Williamson County
• Endorsed by Williamson County Deputies 

Association, Cedar Park Police Association, & 
Home Builders Association of Greater Austin

Dain Johnson, 
Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 1
www.dainjohnson.com
• Presided over 80,000 cases
• Endorsed by Local Law 
Enforcement
• Co-Founder for the 

Neighborhood Conference Committee (NCC) 
Truancy Prevention Program for 
Williamson County
• Voting Member for the Judicial Committee on 

Information Technology for The State of Texas
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ELECTION GUIDE lELECTION GUIDE lllELECTION GUIDE lllllll 201420142014
* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; write-in candidates will not appear on 

the ballot or in this guide but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Leticia Van  
de Putte, D 

Dan Patrick, R

lieutenant governor

Chandrakantha 
Courtney, G

Robert D. Butler, LWendy R. Davis, DGreg Abbott, R

governor

Brandon Parmer, GKathie Glass, L Sam Houston, DKen Paxton, R

attorney general

Jamar Osborne, GJamie Balagia, L

Candidates were selected for this 
guide based on whom voters in 

the Northwest Austin area will be 
voting. Elections for municipal 

utility districts and special utility 
districts were not included.

Who represents me?
To find out who your elected officials 
are, visit www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us

election, Texas voters will elect 
representatives for 36 districts.

District 10
Michael McCaul*, R
Tawana Walter-Cadien, D
Bill Kelsey, L

District 17
Bill Flores*, R
Nick Haynes, D
Shawn Michael Hamilton, L

District 31
John Carter*, R
Louie Minor, D

Texas Senate
The Texas Senate is made up of 31 
single-member districts. Senators 
serve unlimited four-year terms.
 
District 5
Charles Schwertner*, R
Joel Shapiro, D
Matthew Whittington, L

District 14
Kirk Watson*, D
James Arthur Strohm, L

Texas House
The Texas House is made up of 150 
members representing districts of 
approximately 167,000 people each. 
Representatives serve unlimited 
two-year terms.

District 47
Paul D. Workman*, R
Scott G. McKinlay, L

District 48
Donna Howard*, D
Ben Easton, L

District 49
Elliott Naishtat*, D
Daniel Krawisz, L

District 50
Mike VanDeWalle, R
Celia Israel*, D
David Dreesen, L

District 136
Tony Dale*, R

STATEWIDE
U.S. Senate
Texas’ two U.S. senators each serve 
staggered, six-year terms with no 
term limits. Ted Cruz—whose seat 
is not up for election until 2018—
has been in office since 2012. The 
second seat has been held by John 
Cornyn since 2002. 

U.S. Senate
John Cornyn*, R
David M. Alameel, D
Rebecca Paddock, L
Emily “Spicybrown” Sanchez, G

Comptroller of Public Accounts 
The comptroller is responsible 
for managing the state’s finances 
by acting as its tax collector, 
accountant and treasurer. The 
comptroller is elected to four-year 
terms. Comptroller Susan Combs is 
not seeking re-election in 2014. 

Comptroller of  
Public Accounts 
Glenn Hegar, R
Mike Collier, D
Ben Sanders, L
Deb Shafto, G

Commissioner of the General 
Land Office  
The land commissioner manages 
state assets, investments and 
mineral rights and also chairs 
numerous boards and commissions. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of the 
General Land Office 
George P. Bush, R
John Cook, D
Justin Knight, L
Valerie Alessi, G

Commissioner of Agriculture  
The agriculture commissioner 
manages consumer protection, 
agriculture, healthy living and 
economic development programs. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Todd Staples is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of 
Agriculture 
Sid Miller, R
Jim Hogan, D
David (Rocky) Palmquist, L
Kenneth Kendrick, G

Railroad Commissioner  
Three commissioners are elected 
to six-year terms. A railroad 
commissioner has policy- and 
rule-making responsibilities for 
the commission, which, despite its 
name, no longer oversees Texas 
railroads. The commission now 
regulates the following:

• Exploration and production of oil 
and natural gas

• Compressed natural gas safety
• Pipeline safety
• Surface mining
• Gas utilities
• Liquefied petroleum gas
• Liquefied natural gas.

Railroad Commissioner, 
Place 2 
Ryan Sitton, R
Steve Brown, D
Mark A. Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G

Supreme Court of Texas  
Nine justices, including a chief 
justice, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Supreme Court of Texas 
is the highest court for civil litigation 
statewide.

Chief Justice,  
Supreme Court 
Nathan Hecht*, R
William Moody, D
Tom Oxford, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 6, Unexpired Term
Jeff Brown*, R
Lawrence Edward Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 7
Jeff Boyd*, R
Gina Benavides, D
Don Fulton, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 8
Phil Johnson*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
Nine justices, including a presiding 
judge, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals hears cases appealed 
from trial courts and cases that are 
punishable by the death penalty. 
The court also has the authority to 
grant habeas corpus to defendants 
found guilty of felony crimes.
 
Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 3
Bert Richardson, R
John Granberg, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 4
Kevin Patrick Yeary, R
Quanah Parker, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 9
David Newell, R
William Bryan Strange, III, L
George Joseph Altgelt, G

DISTRICT
U.S. House
Representatives in the U.S. 
House serve unlimited two-year 
terms. A state’s representation is 
based on population. Population 
growth created four additional 
Texas districts in 2012. In this 

John H. Bucy III, D
Justin Billiot, L

TRAVIS COUNTY
Chief Justice, 3rd Court of 
Appeals District
Jeff Rose, R
Diane Henson, D

County Judge
Mike McNamara, R
Sarah Eckhardt, D
Richard Perkins, L

District Clerk
Velva L. Price, D
Kevin Pick, L

County Clerk
Dana DeBeauvior*, D
Michael M. Holt, L
William E. Stout Jr., G

County Treasurer
Dolores Ortega Carter*, D
Mike Burris, L

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 2
Raymond Frank, R
Brigid Shea, D
Steven Haskett, L

Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 2
Glenn Bass*, R
Randall Slagle, D
Daniel Martin Ruble, L

WILLIAMSON COUNTY
Chief Justice, 3rd Court of 
Appeals District
Jeff Rose, R
Diane Henson, D

County Judge
Dan A. Gattis*, R
Michael H. Custer, D

District Clerk
Lisa G. David*, R

County Clerk
Nancy E. Rister*, R

County Treasurer
Jerry Jones, R

County Surveyor
Joe Baker*, R

County Commissioner 
Precinct 2
Cynthia Long*, R
Eddie B. Hurst Jr., D
Meta Lyons-Bates, L

Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 1
Dain Johnson*, R
Nick Lealos, D

Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 2
Edna Staut*, R
Dan Michael, L

AUSTIN COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE
Place 1
Mark J. Williams
Tim Mahoney*

Place 2
Jade Chang Sheppard
Gigi Edwards Bryant
Bob Allen
Jonathan Mathers
Michael J. Lewis
Robb J. Misso

AUSTIN ISD
District 4
Karen Zern Flanagan
Julie Cowan

Place 9
Andy M. Trimino
Hillary Procknow
Kendall Pace
Nael Chavez
Kazique J. Prince

Compiled by Amy Denney

Governor The governor serves as 
the chief executive of Texas and 
can serve an unlimited number 
of four-year terms. The governor 

offers policy recommendations and 
may introduce bills, and is also 
responsible for appointing state 
board and commission members.

Lieutenant Governor The 
lieutenant governor of Texas is 
elected on a separate ticket from 
the governor. The lieutenant 

governor serves as president of the 
State Senate and is responsible 
for establishing committees and 
appointing members. 

Attorney General The attorney 
general is responsible for 
defending the state’s constitution, 
representing the state in court 

and approving public bond issues. 
Attorney General Greg Abbott is 
running for governor in 2014. 
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texas voter turnout*

Voters may vote at any early polling location Oct. 20–31. 

Travis County
Ben Hur Shrine Center, 7811 Rockwood Lane, Austin
County Tax Office, 15822 Foothill Farms Loop, Pflugerville
Gus Garcia Recreation Center, 1201 E. Rundberg Lane, Austin
Highland Mall, 6001 Airport Blvd., Ste. 1020, Austin 
Randalls, 10900-D Research Blvd., Austin 

A complete list of Travis County polling locations may be found at 
www.traviscountyelections.org.

Williamson County
Anderson Mill Limited District, 11500 El Salido Parkway, Austin
Brushy Creek Community Center, 16318 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock
Randalls, 1400 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park

A complete list of Williamson County polling locations may be found at  
www.wilco.org/elections.

Voters in both Travis and Williamson counties are allowed to vote on Election 
Day at any polling location. Got to www.traviscountyelections.org or 
www.wilco.org/elections for a complete list of polling locations in either county.

Travis County
Polling locations in Austin

ACC Northridge Campus, 11928 Stonehollow Drive
Austin Brethren Church, 1800 Payton Gin Road
Austin Fire Station No. 33, 9409 Bluegrass Drive
Ben Hur Shrine Center, 7811 Rockwood Lane
Doss Elementary School, 7005 Northledge Drive
Canyon Creek Elementary School, 10210 Ember Glen Drive
Canyon Vista Middle School, 8455 Spicewood Springs Road
Celebration Church, 10401 Anderson Mill Road
Church at Canyon Creek, 9001 N. RM 620
Cook Elementary School, 1511 Cripple Creek Road
Emeritus at North Austin, 5310 Duval Road
Hallmark Baptist Church, 9023 Old Lampasas Trail
Grant AME Worship Center, 1701 Kramer Lane
Great Hills Baptist Church, 10500 Jollyville Road 
Gus Garcia Recreation Center, 1201 E. Rundberg Lane
Hill Elementary School, 8601 Tallwood Road
Kathy Caraway Elementary School, 11104 Oak View Drive
Lakewood Homeowners Association, 7317 Lakewood Drive
Lanier High School, 1201 Payton Gin Road
Laurel Mountain Elementary School, 10111 D-K Ranch Road
McBee Elementary School, 1001 W. Braker Lane
Milwood Branch Library, 12500 Amherst Drive
Murchison Middle School, 3700 North Hills Drive
North Village Library, 2505 Steck Ave.
Northwest Elementary School, 14014 Thermal Drive
Renaissance Retirement Center, 11279 Taylor Draper Lane
Parmer Lane Elementary School, 1806 Parmer Lane
River Oaks Elementary School, 12401 Scofield Farms Drive
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive
United Christian Church, 3500 W. Parmer Lane
Walnut Creek Elementary School, 401 W. Braker Lane
YMCA Northwest Branch, 5807 McNeil Drive

Williamson County
Polling locations in Austin

Anderson Mill Limited District, 11500 El Salido Parkway
Bethany United Methodist Church, 10010 Anderson Mill Road
Clairmont Retirement Community, 12463 Los Indios Trail
Kelly Reeves Athletic Center, 10211 W. Parmer Lane
La Quinta Inn & Suites, 10701 Lakeline Mall Drive
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 9700 Neenah Ave.
Northwest Fellowship, 13427 Pond Springs Road
Rattan Creek Park Community Building, 7617 Elkhorn Mountain Trail

election day voting locations

early voting locations

texas registered voters*

texas u.s. senate

texas u.s. house of representativesSource: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

* For November elections

* For November elections

2012

2012

58.6%

74.7%

13,646,226

18,279,737

2010

2010

37.5%

70.6%

 13,269,233

18,789,238

2008

2008

59.5%

76.5%

 13,575,062

17,735,442

2006

2006

33.6%

78.6%

 13,074,279

 16,636,742

2004

2004

56.6%

81.5%

 13,098,329

 16,071,153

2002

2002

36.2%

81%

 12,563,459

15,514,289

Total registered

Total voting age population

Total turnout

Total registered

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

IMPORTANT DATES
Voter registration deadline: Oct. 6
In-person early voting begins: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

2012

2008 

2006

2002

2000

1996

2012

2010

2008 

2006

2004

2002

2000

1998

1996

1994
Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Republican Democrat

Republican Democrat

1994

1990

1988

1984

1982

1978

1976

1972

1970

1966

1964

1960

ROUND ROCK ISD
Place 1
Claudio Cruz*
Nikki Gonzales

Place 3
Diane Cox*
Bryan Black

Place 4
Terri Romere*

Place 5
Paul K. Emerson
Suzi David
Allen McKee

Place 6
Paul J. Tisch*
Tony A. Pitts

CITY OF AUSTIN
Mayor
Mary Catherine Krenek
Todd Phelps
Ronald Culver
Mike Martinez
Randall Stephens
Sheryl Cole
David Orshalick
Steve Adler

District 4
Roberto Perez Jr.

Louis C. Herrin III
Sharon E. Mays
Monica A. Guzman
Marco Mancillas
Gregorio “Greg” Casar
Katrina Daniel
Laura Pressley

District 6
James “Jimmy” Flannigan
Lloyd “Pete” Phillips
Don Zimmerman
Jay Wiley
Matt Stillwell
Mackenzie Kelly

District 7
J.E. “Jeb” Boyt
Zack Ingraham
Melissa Zone
Ed English
Darryl R. Wittle
Jimmy Paver
Leslie Pool
Pete A. Salazar Jr.

District 10
Matt Lamon
Bill Worsham
Tina Cannon
Margie Burciaga
Robert Thomas
Sheri Gallo
Mandy Dealey
Jason Meeker

Court upholds voter id law for nov. 4 election*

U.S. District Court Judge Nelva Gonzales Ramos ruled Oct. 9 that the state’s 
voter identification law is unconstitutional. The voter ID law, approved in May 
2011 by the Texas Legislature as Senate Bill 14, required voters to present one 
form of photo ID before casting their ballots. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
Legislature’s decision in 2013.

Lauren Bean, deputy communications director for the Texas Attorney General’s 
office, issued a statement announcing the state would appeal Ramos’ ruling im-
mediately to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to resolve the matter 
quickly and avoid voter confusion in the upcoming election. 

“The Attorney General’s office will take all legal action necessary to avoid voter 
confusion and ensure that the law is in effect for the upcoming election,” she 
said. “The U.S. Supreme Court has already ruled that voter ID laws are constitu-
tional, so we are confident the Texas law will be upheld on appeal.”

In her ruling Ramos said the state’s photo ID law “creates a substantial burden 
on the fundamental right to vote, has a discriminatory effect and purpose, and 
constitutes a poll tax.” According to the ruling, “The court holds that 
SB 14 creates an unconstitutional burden on the right to vote, has an imper-
missible discriminatory effect against Hispanics and African-Americans, and 
was imposed with an unconstitutional discriminatory purpose.”

Because Ramos did not issue a final judgment on the ruling, it was unclear if 
the ruling would affect early voting, which began Oct. 20. The Fifth Circuit Court 
ruled Oct. 14 the state’s voter ID law would remain in effect for the Nov. 4 elec-
tion and early voting.

According to the ruling, “This is not a run-of-the-mill case; instead, it is a voting 
case decided on the eve of the election. ... Thus, the value of preserving the status 
quo [the state’s voter ID law] here is much higher than in most other contexts.”

*Information updated as of Oct. 17. Visit www.texas.gov for updates.
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Our goals in Travis County are urgent. We must protect our environment 
and ensure corporations pay their fair share so that we can invest in 
workers and transportation options and ensure our middle class has 
a fair shot. I understand how county government works, how it can 
help people and why it matters. I want to put my 15-year track record 
of fighting for the public’s interest to work as the first woman County 
Judge.

The Commissioners Court can leverage its permitting power to steer 
growth, encouraging development that demonstrates a sustainable 
water supply and available transit; contributes to a mix of uses, 
sidewalks and green spaces; and collaborates with school districts and 
emergency services districts. Development in areas where the water, 
transportation or emergency service capacity is inadequate should be 
discouraged.

To keep Travis County livable—that means living within our budget. I 
will provide strong, positive, innovative leadership to lower the tax bite, 
improve transportation, and grow business that offers prosperity to all 
levels and types of work. I will work closely with city and state government 
to fight rising taxes and ensure that we are informed and well-represented 
in transportation and business development endeavors. I will communicate 
with the community concerning issues [and] seeking solutions to keep 
Travis County livable.

Travis County has been the tail on the city of Austin dog for decades. 
With the renewal of city government through the district system, the 
time is perfect for a renewal of Travis County leadership. No more career 
politicians! We need problem-solvers for our issues on transportation, 
land use, security and personal responsibility. We must think forward 
with new ideas and stop the charade of satisfying special-interest groups 
in order to maintain our quality of life.

Over several decades there has been a misguided effort to stem, curb or 
stop growth in Austin. The result has been growth in the outlying areas 
and now construction or improvement of roads within and around Austin 
resulting in one of the most congested traffic situations in the nation. In 
order to accommodate the inflow of persons who are coming here to find 
work and enjoy our quality of life we must control costs, build roads and 
encourage business growth.

We must plan for a 50 percent to 100 percent increase in people coming 
to Travis County in the next 15 years. We must build the supporting 
infrastructure. The county has little authority over land-use issues. I 
propose encouraging the formation of villages or townships in several 
unincorporated areas of Travis County where the residents could develop 
their own best land-use priorities based on their own goals and plans for 
their future.

Eckhardt worked in the County Attorney’s office 
before becoming the Travis County Commissioner for 
Precinct 2. She stepped down after announcing her 
campaign for judge in the spring.  
www.saraheckhardt.com

McNamara has worked in the defense industry for 30 
years. He is a UT–Austin grad and fourth generation 
Austinite.
www.votemcnamara.com

Perkins has a bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering from UT–Austin. He’s worked in the 
private industry for more than 20 years. He is a native 
Texan.
www.perkins2014.com

SARAH ECKHARDT, D MIKE MCNAMARA, R RICHARD PERKINS, L  

Why are you running for Travis County judge? 

How would you address future growth in Travis County?

The Travis County judge is the presiding officer over the county Commissioners Court. The judge is responsible for setting the court’s agenda each week. 
Each commissioner is elected by his or her precinct, but the judge is elected by the county as a whole. There are three candidates running for Travis 
County judge in this election.

TRAVIS COUNTY JUDGE CANDIDATES

Compiled by Amy Denney, Emilie Lutostanski and Scott Thomas

Because District 50 goes from far west to far east Travis County, the needs 
are diverse and challenging. As I walk door to door, the voters have told 
me that our underfunded schools are most important to them. Access 
to health care is another issue of importance; we must work to ensure 
that more Texans have access to comprehensive health care. When the 
Legislature denied the expansion of Medicaid during the last session, we 
denied health coverage to over 50,000 of our Travis County neighbors. We 
must try to expand our health care infrastructure, not diminish it. 

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 50

MIKE VANDEWALLE, RCELIA ISRAEL, * D
Mike VanDeWalle is the owner of VanDeWalle 
Chiropractic and has been a doctor and small 
businessman in the district for 30 years. He has 
also served as the education chairman for the 
Texas Association of Business and president of the 
Texas Chiropractic Association, District 8. For more 
information, visit www.drmikefortexas.com.

Rep. Celia Israel was sworn into office in February 
and is on the House Ways and Means Committee and 
the International Trade and Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee. She has worked as a real estate agent, 
is a longtime community leader and has served on 
the boards for several nonprofit organizations. For 
more information, visit www.celiaisrael.com.

What challenges does District 50 face?

Transportation/mobility and voter participation are both issues I would 
like to work on for the district. With my background in transportation, 
I will aim to serve on the House Transportation Committee and do the 
detailed work involved with that portion of the state budget. Texas voter 
participation is the lowest in the country, and online voter registration is 
a major step we can take to encourage voting.

Government regulation is obstructive and stifling to business and the 
growth of our economy. I have seen this firsthand as a small-business 
owner. By reducing the government’s involvement in business, the 
quality of life will increase through new jobs, innovation and philanthropic 
endeavors in HD 50. I believe in the genius of ordinary people performing 
extraordinary things when the government gets out of their way.  

What would you improve in the district, and how would you accomplish that?

Former House District 50 Rep. Mark Strama authored a bill that would 
allow for online voter registration. I have stated that I would reauthor 
this bill. Texas legislators should fight to ensure that every citizen is 
able to vote and every citizen has access to registration. Online voter 
registration has been proven to be cost-effective and will help to keep 
voter rolls organized.

What would be the first bill you would file?

Many challenges face my district, and they vary widely. We need 
effective education that is adequately and efficiently funded with 
accountability; we must address the self-evident and worsening road 
congestion, consider ways to provide property tax relief; identify 
wasteful spending and over-regulation; and address the effectiveness 
and rising cost of health care. While there are many issues that face 
our state, I am absolutely committed to working on these issues for the 
people of HD50. 

Local debt is a serious problem facing Texas. My first bill will require 
local government entities to clearly convey the true cost of bond 
initiatives to the people. I want to make sure that when a bond election is 
held, taxpayers understand how their tax rates will be changed. It’s the 
duty of the taxing entity to disclose how tax rates will be affected while 
justifying the bond’s necessity. Transparency is always a good thing.

Texas House District 50 covers parts of Austin, Manor, Pflugerville and 
Webberville. In Austin, District 50 covers portions of Northwest Austin 
west of US 183 and between US 183 and MoPac.

In July 2013 former Rep. Mark Strama left his seat to head Google Fiber 
in Austin, leading to an election in November 2013. Both Rep. Celia Israel 
and Mike VanDeWalle faced off in that race with two other candidates. 
Israel and VanDeWalle headed into the runoff election Jan. 28, and Israel 
won the vote.

Editor’s note: Libertarian candidate for District 50 David Dreesen did not 
respond to requests for comment for this article.

Map of Texas House District 50
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Compiled by David Barer and Scott ThomasCOMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

IMPORTANT DATES
Voter registration deadline: Oct. 6
In-person early voting begins: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Tawana Walter-Cadien, DMichael McCaul, * R

Why did you decide to run for elected office?What are your proudest accomplishments in Congress?

What is your stance on the Affordable Care Act, and what changes, if any, can be made to improve it?

For full-length candidate interviews, visit impactnews.com/tom.

Tawana Walter-Cadien is a lifelong Texan from 
Beaumont who has lived in Cypress for the past three 
years. She has a bachelor’s degree in nursing from 
Prairie View A&M University and an executive master’s 
degree in public administration from Texas Southern 
University. As a registered nurse, Walter-Cadien has 
spent most of her career in health care. For more 
information, visit www.tawanacadienforcongress.com.

Incumbent U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, has 
served in the U.S. House of Representatives since 
he was first elected to the District 10 seat in 2004. 
Previously, McCaul worked in the U.S. Attorney’s office 
in Texas where he led the Joint Terrorism Task Force. 
He also served as Texas deputy attorney general and 
was a federal prosecutor with the Justice Department. 
For more information, visit www.michaelmccaul.com.

As a lifelong Texan, I have always been geared toward serving my 
community. These are values that have been instilled in me at an early 
age and I instill those same values in my children. What I see now, as far 
as communities are concerned, is that we have people who need a voice 
and need to be adequately represented, and I feel I have the ability to be 
that voice for the people of the district.

I worked with childhood cancer patients to get the Creating Hope Act 
signed into law. This bill transforms the way drug companies look at drug 
development by providing them with incentives to develop new pediatric 
treatments. This is going to change lives. I’ve also helped reform the way 
Washington spends taxpayers’ money, leading the charge to ban earmarks 
and cut spending for the first time since the Korean War.

Education, job creation, business growth and affordable, high-quality 
health care are the most important issues to address. In addition, 
veteran issues are very important as well as senior citizen issues. By 
protecting our veterans and honoring them as well as our seniors, we are 
teaching the younger generation what should be done. 

We need to secure our border. This has been my top priority since day one. 
Without a secure border our country remains open to illegal immigration, 
and we are vulnerable to the cartels pouring drugs and violence into the 
U.S. as well as the potential terrorist incursions across our borders. We 
must act now to secure our border and protect our nation. 

It provides an opportunity for improved access to health care for 
millions of Americans. We are already experiencing and reaping many 
positive aspects of the bill, such as access to reduced health care 
costs especially for those who have pre-existing conditions. I would 
seek to figure out what is working well and keep those things in place 
and work with my colleagues to figure out what can be improved. It 
is imperative that we work together to come up with the best solution 
for our health care crisis because lives are literally being lost because 
people don’t have proper health care or access to it. 

I have voted against Obamacare every step of the way. The law is 
flawed, and since its enactment we have seen the cost of health 
insurance skyrocket. The entire law should be repealed and replaced 
with common-sense reforms that will actually bring down the costs 
of health insurance and improve patient care. I would begin by 
encouraging more competition in the marketplace, which will reduce 
the cost of insurance coverage. For example, I support allowing 
Americans to purchase health insurance across state lines and 
allowing small businesses to pool together to buy health insurance 
plans for their employees.

The 10th Congressional District of Texas stretches across eight 
counties from the Houston suburbs to Austin.

The district includes Austin, Bastrop, Colorado, Fayette, Harris, Lee, 
Travis, Waller and Washington counties. Several colleges are also part of 
District 10, including Prairie View A&M University, Blinn College and The 
University of Texas at Austin.

In Austin, District 10 includes areas west of US 183 in Northwest Austin as 
well as portions of North and West Austin.

Editor’s note: This Q&A only focused on the Republican and Democrat 
candidates. Libertarian candidate for District 10 Bill Kelsey was not 
contacted for this article.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TEXAS DISTRICT 10

Map of Texas District 10
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If elected, what are the most important issues to address?

JOHN H. BUCY III, D TONY DALE , * R

Why are you running for District 136?

What personal experiences make you the best candidate?

Incumbent Tony Dale has served District 136 since 
2012. He is the president and owner of oil and energy 
consulting firm Spancil Hill Consulting. Prior to being 
elected to District 136, Dale was a member of Cedar 
Park City Council and the Cedar Park Planning and 
Zoning Commission. 

www.texansfortonydale.com

John H. Bucy III is a native Texan and graduated from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas, where he majored 
in history. In 2007 he began work at the Texas Charter 
School Academic & Athletic League, an organized 
extracurricular league that is available to more than 
75,000 public school children. 

www.bucyfortexas.com

As an Eagle Scout I learned the camper’s philosophy of “leave it 
better than you found it.” I apply that to government service. I believe 
government should be local, limited and accountable. I’m committed to 
keeping taxes low, regulations reasonable and balancing our budget. As a 
parent of two public school students I’m committed to keeping education 
as the number one budget priority just like I did this past session. Securing 
the Texas border is also a priority for me.

I entered this race because Texas is at a crossroads, and the way to keep 
Texas strong is by electing leaders who will push for policies that address 
today’s new challenges. District 136 deserves a leader who will represent 
its interests and work to make Texas the greatest state in the nation.  
Current leadership has allowed this state to fall further and further behind.  
With your help, together we will turn Texas into the state that is leading 
the way!

For the last two years I’ve served as state representative. Prior to that I 
served as mayor pro tem of the city of Cedar Park. Over the last 13 years 
in Williamson County I’ve served on many boards and commissions related 
to transportation, water and land use. My contacts with business leaders 
and local government leaders are deep, and we all work in a collaborative 
way to solve the challenges we face in Williamson County. 

I’m a native Central Texan, born in Austin. My family has lived in the district 
for 32 years and in Texas since its inception. I’m a small-business owner 
who built my company from the ground up, and I know what it takes to 
create jobs because I’ve done it. As an advocate for public education, I’ve 
fought to give our schools the resources they need to succeed, and as your 
state representative, I will continue to serve our community.

District 136 in the Texas House of Representatives is one of 150 single-
member districts in the lower house of the Texas Legislature. Members 
serve two-year terms with no term limits. Legislators earn $600 per 
month, or $7,200 per year, plus $150 for every day the Legislature is in 
session including any special sessions. 

The Texas House of Representatives and the Texas Senate convene the 
second Tuesday in January during odd-numbered years. A regular session 
lasts 140 days, though the governor can call additional 30-day special 
sessions.

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 136
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Editor’s note: Libertarian candidate for District 136 Justin Billiot did not respond to requests for comment for this article. 
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Voters to decide on ACC’s $386 million 
bond package, tax cap increase Nov. 4

State’s Prop. 1 
aims to help fund 
Texas roadways Austin Community College awaits the 

fate of a November bond package and pro-
posed tax increase.

The school is asking district voters to 
approve a nearly $386 million bond pack-
age and 3 cent property tax cap increase. 
The bond package is broken down into 
two propositions, one for planned growth 
and workforce advancement, and a second 
for safety, technology, environmental and 
sustainability improvements.

If both propositions are approved, the 
bond money would help pay for $152.8 
million in improvements to the new ACC 
Highland Campus, a new $60 million 
campus in Leander and an expansion for 
the Round Rock campus.

Board members have informally pledged 
to maintain in-district tuition levels for the 
next four years if the proposed property 

tax cap increase—an increase of 1 cent in 
2016, 2018 and 2020—is approved. 

In-district tuition will remain the same 
for the 2014-15 academic year at $67 per 
credit hour, meaning the average full-time 
student will pay $1,275 in tuition and fees 
in the fall semester. An out-of-district full-
time student would pay $4,305.

All ACC district voters can participate 
in the election. About 75 percent of the 
voting population in ACC’s district lives in 
Travis County, 20 percent of voters live in 
Williamson County and the remaining 5 
percent live in Caldwell, Hays, Bastrop and 
Lee counties.

Until the election, ACC can distribute 
factual information about the school’s 
needs such as statistics on overcrowding, 
information about needed safety upgrades 
and how the bond money will be used.

A proposition on the Nov. 4 ballot could 
help repair the state’s ailing highway 
system, including heavily traveled Central 
Texas roads such as I-35. 

Proposition 1 would amend the Texas 
Constitution to divert some of the taxes 
paid by the state’s oil and gas companies 
to the State Highway Fund, which helps 
finance the Texas Department of Trans-
portation. The state comptroller’s most 
recent estimate pegs TxDOT’s potential 
windfall from the proposition’s passage at 
about $1.7 billion in the first year alone.

State Rep. Tony Dale, R-Cedar Park, was 
a co-author of Proposition 1.

“We can redirect some of this money 
without having to raise taxes to provide 

billions of dollars,” he said. “It’s a good 
start to try to solve our transportation 
funding issues.”

Currently 75 percent of the severance 
tax—essentially a production tax paid by 
oil and gas companies—goes to the state’s 
Economic Stabilization Fund, also known 
as the Rainy Day Fund. If Prop. 1 passes, 
37.5 percent of the tax would continue to go 
to the Rainy Day Fund, and 37.5 percent of 
the tax would go to the SHF. The remain-
ing 25 percent would help fund the state’s 
education system.

“[The proposition has] all of the above: 
It’s adding lanes; it’s redesigning ingress 
and egress for higher levels of safety and 
mobility; it’s a combination of small to 
large projects and everything in between,” 
said Will Conley, chairman of the Capital 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion, which is responsible for coordinating 
transportation projects in Central Texas. 

If approved, revenue could not fund 
construction of toll roads.

Broker, CLHMS, ABR, CNE, ASP
Licensed Austin Realtor® Since 2001

(512) 775-1995 
www.ShayHargus.com

Shay Hargus Webb

free in-home selling consultation

2014-15 WINTER BASKETBALL 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Basketball Offering Girls 1st–8th and Boys 1st–HS Grades
See our website for fees & program details

FUTURE SPORT OFFERINGS: 
Spring Registrations open Mid-December 2014

• 2015 Spring Baseball/Softball

• 2015 Spring Lacrosse

• 2015 Spring Soccer

Town & Country Optimist Club is a non-profi t 
organization operating 90+ acres, 30+ Fields in 

Northwest Austin since 1974!

PLAY HARD • PLAY FAIR • HAVE FUN

Register online at www.tandcsports.org OR at our main office 
9100 Meadowheath Drive, Austin, TX - 512.331.0438

To Register:  V i s i t  www.RichnessOfL i f e .org or  ca l l  855 -703-ROLI  (7654)

ADULT EDUCATION

 BABY BOOMER 
RETIREMENT COURSE

THE RULES HAVE CHANGED

An Academic Course Teaching the 
Foundations for a Sound Retirement

Register by October 31st 
for a $10 discount!

NOVEMBER COURSE SCHEDULE

Part 1  Wed. Nov. 5
Part 2  Wed. Nov. 12

All classes held from 6:30 - 8:30pm at 
St. Edward's University Professional Education
9420 Research Blvd 
Echelon III, Room 106 • Austin, Tx 78759

Class 2Class 1 or
Thurs. Nov. 6
Thurs. Nov. 13
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IMPORTANT DATES
Voter registration deadline: Oct. 6
In-person early voting begins: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

STEVE ADLER MIKE MARTINEZSHERYL COLE TODD PHELPS RANDALL STEPHENS

Why did you decide to run for mayor, and what are your qualifications?

What do you see as your biggest challenge if elected mayor?

Besides changing the code and traffic congestion, what is the biggest issue facing Austin?

Adler was the chief 
of staff and general 
council for Eliot 
Shapleigh, D-El Paso. 
He sits on various civic 
and nonprofit boards. 

Martinez is an Austin 
City Council member 
who was first elected 
in 2006. He was 
the president of the 
Austin Firefighters 
Association. 

Cole is City Council’s 
mayor pro tem. She 
was first elected to 
Council in 2006.

Phelps is a local 
business owner and 
environmental activist. 
He is also a member 
of the Screen Actors 
Guild. 

Stephens served in 
the Air Force and has 
worked in the aviation 
industry. 

I’m running for mayor because I love this 
city; it’s doing great things, but I’m real 
concerned. I think Austin is at a tipping 
point. I think we need to do a better job of 
sharing growth, of doing government in 
a deliberate and thoughtful way, and we 
need to leverage the new communities 
and new leaders that will be sitting at the 
council table for the first time.

We need to go forward in a new way 
and reinvent how we do government in a 
deliberative and thoughtful way. I think the 
biggest challenge will be that all measure 
of gravity and inertia will be trying to pull 
us back into doing things the way we’ve 
always done them because that’s what we 
know, and we need to do better than that.

I think the big issues are affordability, 
growing and making a strong middle 
class and the small businesses in this 
community, education and water.

After being on the council since 2006 and 
being a firefighter in Austin for 13 years, I 
thought it was the next logical opportunity 
with the current mayor’s term limited. We’re 
going to this newest form of government 
with 10 council members elected from 
districts, and at least nine of those will be 
brand new. I think my experience certainly 
makes me well-qualified to serve as mayor.

If you ask every citizen what their issues 
are, that’s what they believe should be the 
mayor’s biggest challenge. I’ve learned 
that we certainly have priorities, but there 
are many issues that our community 
expects us to address. I think the new 
Council is going to provide an opportunity 
for very healthy and robust policy 
conversations and debates.

I think the biggest issue we face is making 
sure the middle class in our community 
has the strongest voice possible in the 
mayor’s office so that every decision 
that Council makes is geared with an eye 
toward how it’s going to impact the middle 
class, who I think to a certain extent feel 
like they’ve lost their voice at City Hall.

I decided to run for mayor because I 
think that Austin is booming, and we’ve 
gotten there from collaborative efforts of 
business, government, neighborhoods 
and the nonprofit sector, and I have been 
a part of collaborative leadership and as 
we move to a 10-district system with the 
mayor at-large it will be important to have 
a mayor that has a record of collaborative 
leadership.

I think the biggest [challenges are] 
improving affordability, working on 
transportation issues—I think we need 
both roads and rail for a comprehensive 
package—and we have to have to make 
sure we have an adequate and clean water 
supply. We have to maintain and do all 
that while giving careful attention to our 
environmental values.

Affordability is a big challenge. I led the 
effort to pass the affordable housing 
bonds after they failed at the ballot the 
first time by going out to the community 
and gathering stakeholders and working 
with them to give the citizens information.

My friends urged me to run for mayor 
because they’re frustrated with Austin. 
This is my hometown. This is where I 
started my music, and people may know 
me here because of the farm. I think I’m 
qualified because of my ability to bring 
people together.

Bringing fiscally conservative principles 
to City Hall, and I think moderate people 
like me are best-suited to do that. Since I 
consider myself moderate, I will listen to 
both sides of the aisle. Another challenge 
will be bringing people together under the 
10-1 system, finding their strenghts and 
helping them work together.

The affordability issue and overreach 
of City Council. The cost of living will 
increase here because of the rail tax bond, 
and that’s why I don’t support it. I want 
the 20 percent homestead exemption 
now instead of four years from now. I see 
myself as the most fiscally conservative 
out of those running for mayor.

I decided to run for mayor because I’m at 
a point in my life where it’s a unique time 
for me to do something like this. Since 
childhood I thought that being in politics or 
some public service would be something 
I would be doing. I believe I’m qualified 
because I have worked in both large and 
small business with very diverse groups of 
people starting with the military.

Selling my program [of developing on the 
outer ring of Austin] because most of the 
development in recent years and decades 
has been focused on growth in the 
downtown area. I’m all for preserving our 
historical and entertainment district and 
the look and feel of Austin. I like to say 
‘low rises, cool streets’ downtown.

I think we need to think about other ways 
to help the taxpayers not only get a better 
value for government, but we have to 
reduce some of the costs. 

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

MAYORAL CANDIDATES The Austin mayor is elected by the entire city of Austin and is the presiding officer at City Council. 
There are eight candidates running for Austin Mayor and five participating in the candidate forums, represented below.

“I believe a high-quality 
community college system 
is the cornerstone of a 
healthy, vibrant economy. 
Austin Community College 
is essential to ensure 
everyone in our community 
has access to quality 
higher education.”

 – Tim Mahoney

VOTE FOR TIM MAHONEY
Austin Community College, Place 1 - NOVEMbER 4, 2014

Tim Mahoney has been working since 2008 to strengthen and 
improve the Austin Community College system by:

Fighting to make sure the State of Texas lives up to its promise to fund 
our community college system

Ensuring our larger community has a voice in building the new
economy by enchancing interactive Campus Advisory Committees

Ensuring all employees have appropriate compensation and
affordable access to health care

Working to ensure ACC develops single member districts

Join the campaign at
Tim4ACC.com
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Political advertisement paid for by Friends of Tim Mahoney, P.O. Box 2360, Austin, TX 78768, 512-366-5224, John Worley, Treasurer. 

Tim Mahoney has been working since 2008 to ensure fiscal 
transparency so that Community Colleges are not just about 
buildings—they are about people and our needs for the future.
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Schedule at www.auSrad.com or 512.453.6100

Specialized for you - 
ARA’s Women’s Imaging Centers

At our Women’s Imaging Centers, our goal is to 
provide expert care to the women of Central Texas.

~ Wendy Ammons, Barbara Mortellaro, Laneita Latiker        
& Brenda Lodge, ARA Women’s Imaging Clinic Managers

If you are 40 or over, the American Cancer Society recommends that you have a 
mammogram every year. At ARA, we specialize in early detection of breast cancer, 
starting with screening mammograms. Our three Women’s Imaging Centers offer 
specialized care If you need additional imaging, including breast ultrasound, breast 
MRI, breast biopsy and molecular breast imaging (MBI). 

Schedule your annual mammogram now at www.ausrad.com.

Jason Meeker for City Council District 10!
ChangeAustin.org led the movement for 10-1 for one reason -- to give us, the voters -- a chance to 
take back our city from downtown real estate speculators and assorted “hogs” at the public trough.

We are endorsing Jason Meeker in District 10!

We believe District 10 voters are about to have our competitive election squashed by two 
newspaper endorsements and one deep pocket candidate who is trying to buy this election. 
This same candidate tried to game the redistricting process by the 10-1 citizens commission.

Visit Jason’s website: www.meekerforaustin.com

Visit our online scorecard at ChangeAustin.org/Council-Election to see how we rated the candidates. (Other very good candidates are running in District 
10. We are asking you to target your vote in District 10 to ensure that those who we scored poorly are not sent to City Hall to misrepresent you.)

Paid for by ChangeAustin.org, Linda Curtis, Treasurer  •  PO Box 4063, Austin, Texas 78765  •  512-535-0989

• Jason helped pass 10-1
• Jason supports the proposed 20% residential property tax reduction
• Jason opposes the $1 billion rail bond (Prop 1) boondoggle that costs too much, 

won’t address traffic congestion and whose main beneficiaries were never asked 
to contribute a dime (UT, Seton & St. David’s, State of Texas, downtown property 
owners and the Medical School)

• Jason supports the elimination of city hall lobbying loopholes
• Jason opposes using tax money to bring new corporations to Austin  
• Jason opposes the intrusive Austin Oaks PUD in NW Hills



Experts: Addressing basic needs 
vital for Austin’s public health

The final meeting of the Imagine One Austin series focused on the city’s health 
and human services. Panelists included officials from Seton Healthcare Family, 
St. David’s HealthCare, Central Health, One Voice Central Texas and Austin/
Travis County Health and Human Services Department. The Aug. 11 discussion 
focused on the intertwined components of public health and residents’ ability to 
access quality jobs, healthy foods and affordable housing. Panelists all agreed it 
will take a united community to improve the region’s public health.

By Amy Denney
Caring for the health of a com-

munity involves addressing resi-
dents’ basic needs such as access 
to quality employment, healthier 
food and affordable housing.

“All in all, our work together is to 
create a healthy community, which 
is the goal of health care—how 
to help individuals lead healthier 
lives,” said Christie Garbe, vice 
president and chief strategy officer 
at Central Health, Travis County’s 
health care district.

Austin’s growth also comes 
with many challenges, such as 
addressing unmet behavioral 
health needs. St. David’s Health-
Care CEO David Huffstutler said 
about 21 percent of Travis County 
residents reported having unmet 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

For election coverage, visit  
impactnews.com/vote-2014/vote-central-texas
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mental health needs. In response, 
the St. David’s Foundation con-
tributed $8.9 million for a mental 
health crisis center.

“We’re in Austin, and it’s a grow-
ing community,” he said. “That’s 
great in many ways, but that puts 
stress on our health care system.”

Garbe said helping people lead 
healthier lives could aid some of 
those challenges. She said the city 
has control of some economic 
issues with its Imagine Austin 
plan, the vision for how the city 
will develop and grow.

“We all need to work together 
to prevent the need for [health] 
care in first place,” she said. 
“That’s done through social health 
services and using the health care 
system and [its] most expensive 

parts as little as possible.”
Seton Healthcare Family CEO 

Jesus Garza said a community 
needs to ensure economic oppor-
tunity for all citizens and main-
tain a quality education system. 
Without access to basic needs, 
quality of life erodes, he said.

“Health is only a piece,” Garza 
said. “Health is about access. It’s 
about getting people the ability 

to get care when they need it at 
the right time at the right place. 
If cities aren’t paying attention to 
[public] safety, you begin to create 
an unhealthy community.”

Carlos Rivera, director of the 
Austin/Travis County Health and 
Human Services Department, 
said statistics paint a picture of 
two Austins: Travis County ranks 
eighth in the state for the health of 

its residents, but many of them are 
obese or do not have health care.

“We rely on our leaders to form 
partnerships to move forward and 
share goals to get to bottom of why 
we have these two cities,” he said.

Austin-area 
health stats

35% of low-income 
children in Travis County 
are overweight or obese

No. 10  
fittest city

No. 1 fastest-
growing city 

in the U.S. 

No. 8 best 
city to raise a 

family

No. 2 top-
performing 
real estate 
market in 

2012

A TALE OF TWO AUSTINS
Austin consistently ranks at the top of lists for the best places to live, work and play in 
the U.S. However, it also ranks high with issues related to public health and basic needs.

Sources: One Voice Central Texas, 2012 American Community Survey

18% of Travis 
County residents 

live below the 
poverty threshold

25% of renters 
and 12% of 

homeowners 
spend more 
than half of 

their income on 
housing

of Austin 
children26% 

live in poverty

36% of residents 
spend more than 
1/3 of income on 

housing

33% live in 
poverty

26% are obese 
(30-plus body 

mass index)

19% of residents 
younger than age 

65 do not have 
health insurance

Sources: Community Advancement Network 
Community Dashboard, Feeding America

VERSUS

19% report they 
have poor mental 

health

18.1% in Travis, 
14.7% in William-
son counties lack 
access to enough 
healthy food

14% are smokers

Yvonne V., SVP of Nursing & Clinical Education

See more stories from real community partners at austincc.edu

“When our region 
 needs nurses,  
    ACC delivers.”

Austin Community College
“i am acc” campaign - Yvonne
Community Impact
4.9167 x 2.94, CMYK
Runs: Oct. 2014

  

LET
LIFE
HAPPEN
10011 STONELAKE BLVD.
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78759

888.717.3520

www.broadstonearboretum.com
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512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARS.COM

MONDAY-THURSDAY:            NIGHT
Bring an H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY: WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

NEW! WEDNESDAY:          CHALLENGE
When the Stars score 3+ goals, fans receive a BOGO offer the next day!

NEW!NEW! FRIDAY: FUN FOOD FRIDAYS
Grab a soda, hot dog, Pizza Hut pizza slice or domestic draft beer for

only $3. You can also enjoy $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAY:             LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

SATURDAY-SUNDAY:                    FAMILY 4-PACK
Receive 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $15 per person.

All times Central.
HOME

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Parking is now included in all ticket prices.

Featured Games & Promotions:
SATURDAY 10.25
Stars & Stripes Military Appreciation
Stars & Stripes Floppy Hat Giveaway

FRIDAY 11.21
Teddy Bear Toss Night

Bring a stuffed animal to throw on the
ice when the Stars score their first goal!

SATURDAY 11.29
Stars Knit Cap Giveaway
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

27 ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot
The 23rd annual Thanksgiving Day event is expected to 

draw more than 23,000 participants. Proceeds benefit Caritas 
of Austin, a nonprofit focused on aiding Austin’s homeless and 
people in poverty. Parking is available at the Palmer Events 
Center, Austin City Hall, One Texas Center, the Austin American-
Statesman parking lot and State Garage N. 8:45 a.m. (Stepping 
Stone School Kids’ K), 9:30 a.m. (5-mile walk/run), 9:45 a.m. 
(1-mile walk/run), $8 (Kids’ K), $18 (1-mile walk/run), 
$20 (untimed 5-mile walk/run), $25 (timed 5-mile walk/run). 
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive.  
www.thundercloud.com

mezcal and sotol tastings. The Day of the Dead–themed event 
includes a VIP lounge and an after-party with music by DJ 
Roberto Mamaloni. Proceeds from the event benefit Austin 
Pets Alive!. A group discount is offered for purchasing tickets 
on the website. 5:30 p.m. (VIP), 7 p.m. (general admission). 
$40 and up. Casa Chapala, 9041 Research Blvd., Ste. 100. 
512-459-4242. www.casachapala.com

02 Snout by Snoutwest
The annual festival celebrates the bond between 

humans and dogs. Activities include live music, obedience 
demonstrations, pet photos and wading pools for dogs. Dogs 
from local animal rescue groups and shelters are available 
for adoption. Dogs can also participate in the 25-yard Doggie 
Derby race for $10, and prizes are offered to the winners. Dogs 
that attend the festival must be up to date on vaccinations 
and on leashes. Food and drinks are available for purchase. A 
portion of the proceeds benefit Therapy Pet Pals. Noon–4 p.m. 
Free (children), $5 (adults). Dell Jewish Community Center, 
7300 Hart Lane. 512-735-8000. www.shalomaustin.org/dog

07 through 9 
Fun Fun Fun Fest

Performers Judas Priest, Nas and Modest Mouse headline 
the ninth year of the annual three-day music festival. Visit the 
website for the full schedule. $86 (one-day pass), $195 (three-
day pass), $450 (Ultimate Smooth Pass). Auditorium Shores, 
800 W. Riverside Drive. www.funfunfunfest.com

08 Neighborhood cleanup
Neighborhood group North Austin Civic Association 

organizes a day to clean up streets near Rundberg Lane from 
Parkfield Drive to Lamar Boulevard. Participants meet in the 
parking lot of Taqueria Taco More at the northwest corner of 
Rundberg and Parkfield. Trash bags are provided. 
8:30–10:30 a.m. Free. Taqueria Taco More, 9414 Parkfield 
Drive. www.naca-austin.org 

08 through 09  
World of Hope Fair Trade Market

Artisan items such as jewelry, pottery, woodwork, rugs and 
artwork from at least seven different countries are sold at 
Hope Presbyterian Church’s annual event. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. (Sat.), 
noon–4 p.m. (Sun.). Free. Hope Presbyterian Church, 
11512 Olson Drive. 512-258-9117. www.hopeaustin.org

22 Tree lighting at The Domain
The eighth annual holiday event includes live musical 

performances, live entertainment by local schools, craft 
activities, face painting, caricature drawings and balloon 
animal making. The holiday tree has 6,000 twinkle lights, 
400 ornaments and a 5-foot-tall star tree topper. Activities 
take place at The Domain II at the new event lawn, and the 
lighting of the tree is hosted in front of Macy’s. Noon–5 p.m. 
(activities), 6 p.m. (live music and tree lighting). Free. The 
Domain II, between Dick’s Sporting Goods and Dillards. 
11410 Century Oaks Terrace. 512-873-8099. 
www.thedomaininaustin.com

through 16
Wurstfest
The German festival includes live music, 

dancing, carnival rides, games and food as well as 
Texas and German domestic beers. The festival offers 
foods such as sausages, funnel cakes and shrimp 
on a stick and other German dishes. Tickets may be 
purchased at the gate or in advance on the website. 
5–9:30 p.m. (Mon.–Thu.), 5–11:30 p.m. (Fri.), 11 a.m.– 
12:30 a.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. (Sun.). $10. 
Wurstfest Association, 178 Landapark Drive, 
New Braunfels. 800-221-4369. www.wurstfest.com

October

24 through Nov. 2 
Austin Beer Week

The fifth annual event promotes local craft brewing. Multiple 
businesses in Austin participate including Austin Beerworks, 
Contigo Austin, North By Northwest Restaurant & Brewery 
and Whole Foods Market. New this year are panel discussions 
called Beer Talks. Participants must be age 21 or older. The 
opening party is Oct. 24 at Craft Pride, 61 Rainey St. Visit the 
website for the complete schedule of events. Various times. 
Costs vary. Locations throughout Austin. 
www.austinbeerweek.com/2014

25 Spooktacular
The 12th annual event includes a haunted candy 

trail, a pumpkin patch, spooky games and a mad scientist 
lab. Other activities include a zombie cupcake walk, prizes 
and bounce houses. This year YMCA is partnering with 
Westwood High School, which is helping host the event 
as part of its curriculum for subjects including health, 
wellness, arts and theater. Snacks and beverages are 
provided for free. 5–8 p.m. Free. YMCA Northwest, 
5807 McNeil Drive. 512-335-9622. www.austinymca.org

25 through 26 
AIA Austin Homes Tour

The American Institute of Architects’ 28th annual tour features 
11 new and newly renovated homes throughout Austin. The 
tour showcases home designs by local architecture firms 
such as Dick Clark + Associates, FAB Architecture, Forge 
Craft Architecture + Design and Webber + Studio Architects. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. $35 (in advance), $40 (weekend of the tour). 
Various locations. 512-452-4332. www.aiaaustin.org

November

01 5th Annual Austin Tequila Fest
Casa Chapala hosts the fifth annual event at its new 

location on Research Boulevard. Activities include tequila, 

CALENDAR
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Universal American Mortgage Company, LLC dba Eagle Home Mortgage - Company NMLS #1058, Branch NMLS #1068413, 12301 Research Blvd., Bldg. 4, Suite #185, Austin, TX 78759; NMLS #1020880, 15950 N. Dallas Pkwy, Suite 400, Dallas, TX 75248;  
NMLS #1075077, 2201 South W.S. Young Drive, Suite 111-A, Killeen, TX 76543; NMLS #1084944, 18756 Stone Oak Parkway, Suite 200, San Antonio, TX 78258. Certain restrictions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Applicants must qualify. 

Committed to Seeing You Home. 

(512) 287-2650 
www.eaglehomemortgage.com/austin  

Looking for Home Financing?  
Discover the Eagle Difference 

A variety of loan programs for first-time buyer to sophisticated investor 
 

Experienced, knowledgeable loan officers who care 
 

Ethical and financial stability, with the backing of the Lennar Corporation,  
a Fortune 500 Real Estate and Financial Services leader 

Call or visit us online today for a fast, accurate pre-approval! 12301 Research Blvd.  
Bldg. 4, Suite #185 
 Austin, TX 78759 
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Balcones Woods Family 
Medicine

               
          

                     Balcones Woods Dr.

183

From left: Family Nurse Practitioner Laurelin Mullins, Dr. Lara Hochman and Dr. Sharon Hausman-Cohen work at 
Balcones Woods Family Medicine. The other two practitioners are FNP Charis M. Bearden and Dr. Koren Weston.
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Balcones Woods 
Family Medicine
Clinic focuses on alternative treatments, 
healing through nutrition, patient education

M any family medicine practi-
tioners will each see about 30 
patients each day, Dr. Sharon 

Hausman-Cohen said. At her practice, Bal-
cones Woods Family Medicine, that figure 
is closer to 15 to 20 per practitioner.

Hausman-Cohen opened her practice in 
2001 with a goal of providing patients with 
not only care but also education. Doctor 
visits last about 30 minutes because prac-
titioners focus on incorporating healthier 
eating and exercise into their care.

“We do a lot of patient [education], and 
we still have constraints even though we 
have longer appointments than most phy-
sicians. … It’s still not enough to go into 
great detail on different recipes,” she said.

To remedy that, Hausman-Cohen said 
BWFM hosts events and nutrition classes 
to provide detailed information.

“We will actually teach patients [and] 
give them recipes on how to cook,” Haus-
man-Cohen said. “One of my friends said, 
‘Sharon, did you ever think you would be 
spending so much time teaching people 
how to cook as a physician?’ My response 
to that is if that’s what it takes to get people 
healthy, I don’t mind doing it.”

This focus on nutrition and exercise is 
key to not only helping patients manage 
diseases but prevent them, she said.

“That is what a family practice is about,” 
she said. “Most diseases can be prevented. 
… We feel that is a worthwhile part of what 
we do because it helps people to preserve 
their health instead of play catch-up.”

Family Nurse Practitioner Laurelin Mul-
lins said recently the practice has expanded 
its level of care to include alternative 
treatments. Mullins said BWFM only uses 
evidence-based treatments.

An example, she said, is using an over-
the-counter herbal supplement called 
sambucol to treat symptoms of body aches 
and fever in viral respiratory infections, 
including influenza. Taking sambucol 
within the first 48 hours of the onset of 
fever can decrease the duration and sever-
ity of symptoms.

“We’re learning more about alternative 
treatment so that it can be complementary 
to the regular treatment,” she said. “Some 
things there aren’t a lot of tools to use in 
Western medicine, but there are some 
[alternative treatments] that are safe and 
quite effective.”

During most patients’ visits, Mullins said 
practitioners discuss goals and how patients 
can achieve those outcomes. Patients will 
receive resources such as recipes, sugges-
tions of books to read, and information on 
how to change their diet and nutrition.

“We go into a lot of detail of how they 
should change their diet rather than just 
a general statement, ‘You should eat a 
healthy diet,’” Mullins said.

Hausman-Cohen said she started the 
practice with a different model than most 
clinics because she wanted to be proud of 
her work.

“Medicine is constantly changing, and I 
wanted to be able to change based on what 
the needs are and new knowledge,” she said.

This mentality comes from something 
Hausman-Cohen said her father taught 
her: find something you love doing, and 
then find someone to pay you to do it.

“It’s really important for people who 
want to be healers to hold onto their 
dreams and figure out how to stay in medi-
cine in a way they feel they’re living up to 
their own visions,” she said.

BUSINESS

11149 Research Blvd., Ste. 210
512-231-1901
www.bwfamilymedicine.com
Hours: Mon. 8 a.m.–6 p.m., Tue. and Fri. 
8 a.m.–4 p.m., Wed. 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m., 
Thu. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Attention to patient detail
Kimberly Putman has been a patient of Dr. 
Sharon Hausman-Cohen’s for three years. 
She said she always leaves an appointment 
with a patient plan of notes on taking 
medications and health recommendations, 
making it easier to remember what was 
discussed during the visit. She said Hausman-
Cohen also takes into consideration her desire 
for trying alternative treatments.

“I work in the wellness business, so the 
fact that they’re open-minded for natural 
methods and I don’t have to come in with 
my own research [is appreciated],” she said. 
“They have plenty of information.”

Putman said Hausman-Cohen also 
continued adjusting Putman’s medication 
until she felt optimal.

“They made allowances for my lifestyle in 
how I would take my thyroid medication,” 
Putman said. “… Her wanting me to feel 
really well made the final difference in getting 
my thyroid exactly where it needed to be.”

Hausman-Cohen discusses a treatment plan with 
one of her patients.

By Amy Denney
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Honest. Healthy. Smiles.

512.345.4998 | www.nwhsmiles.com | 8500 Bluffstone Cove | Suite B-101 | Austin, Tx 78759

Family, Implant, and Cosmetic Dentistry

DR. HEGGEN DR. VO DR. ATASSI

Honest. Healthy. Smiles.

Auto Expertise & Quality Parts
Right in your neighborhood!

 FALL ALLERGY SEASON IS HERE. 
BREATHE CLEANER AIR IN YOUR VEHICLE!

• Cabin Air Filters trap fall 
allergens like ragweed pollen, mold 
spores & bacteria. 

• Replace yours every year.

201 E ANDERSON LN. AUSTIN • 512-381-3127 
www.wholesa lepar tsd i rec t .com
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BREATHE CLEANER AIR IN YOUR VEHICLE!

Cabin-Air Filters
25% OFF
Toyota Prius ’04-’09 
New Hybrid 
Battery $1,750

183

Research Blvd.

Jollyville Rd.
O

ak
 K

no
ll 

D
r.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Ly
nd

se
y 

Ta
yl

o
r

FireOak Grill 
Fast-casual eatery aims to 
offer breakfast by end of 2014

W hen FireOak Grill owner Amin Esar opened 
his new restaurant in 2013 in Northwest 
Austin he brought many flavors from the 

Houston-area food scene. 
Esar’s concept for FireOak Grill, he said, mirrors a suc-

cessful endeavor he owned in Houston called Jake’s Grill 
by offering diners a diverse menu.

“In a small place like this you can have so many food 
items so the customers have an extensive choice,” Esar 
said. “That’s the thing we like about it; you can have 
seafood, burgers, fresh salads and grilled chicken sand-
wiches all in one place.”

FireOak, open for lunch and dinner, serves American 
cuisine with a Southern twist. Esar seasons his menu 
with Southern-influenced foods such as chicken-fried 
steak and shrimp po’boys.

The fast-casual restaurant’s menu also offers salmon, 
tilapia, chicken, beef and vegetarian options. Esar said 
FireOak is known for its flame-broiled burgers. 

“It gives more flavor to the food,” he said. “A lot of [res-
taurants] don’t want to [use charbroilers] because it takes 
a lot of hard work to clean. We do it because we just don’t 
want to compromise on the flavor.” 

A restaurateur of more than 10 years, Esar said making 
condiments and marinades and mixing seasonings in-
house adds quality to the taste of the food.

The chipotle mayonnaise and ginger sauce are a few 
of the handmade items the restaurant serves. FireOak’s 
meat marinades include ingredients such as lime, lemon, 
cilantro, onions, vegetable oil, salt, garlic and peppers, 
Esar said.

Diner Gary Matthias said he eats at FireOak about two 
times per month for lunch and orders the seasoned fries 
and a cheeseburger topped with lettuce, tomato, onions, 
pickles and mayonnaise or mustard.

The seasoned fries, a special item not on the menu, are 
full of flavor, he said. The large portions of food for low 
prices keep him a returning customer, Matthias said.

By the end of the year Esar hopes to open for breakfast 
and serve items such as sausage, bacon, egg, cheese and 
spinach kolaches. After FireOak opens for breakfast, he 
said he would also like to expand the restaurant’s hours 
to include Sundays. For lunch, Esar said he hopes to offer 
more grab-and-go options for customers.

By Lyndsey Taylor

DINING

12518 Research Blvd., Ste. J
512-382-1454
www.fireoakgrilltx.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

FireOak Grill

FireOak Grill, located at 12518 Research Blvd., Ste. J, offers a variety of wraps, including steak and spicy or grilled chicken (pictured above, $4.49). 

Lunch for $5
FireOak Grill offers lunch specials Monday through Friday that 
include a featured item and a drink for $5. 

Monday   Cheeseburgers

Tuesday   Chicken taco salad

Wednesday  Crispy chicken sandwich

Thursday   Chicken wrap

Friday   Fish sandwich

Specialties with a Southern influence
Dishes are served with the choice of two sides, such as green 
beans, onion rings, mashed potatoes, salad, coleslaw or rice. 

• Chicken-fried chicken coated with housemade fry batter ($8.29)

• Monterey chicken with bacon topped with Monterey Jack 
cheese, barbecue sauce and pico de gallo ($9.49)

• Smothered chopped steak served with brown gravy, 
grilled onions and mushrooms ($8.49)

• Grilled chicken ($8.29) or blackened chicken ($8.39)

Amin Esar opened fast-casual restaurant FireOak Grill in 2013. The 
restaurant offers sandwiches, salads, seafood, wraps and burgers.
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Rail
Continued from | 1

dollars wisely. We can’t be spending huge amounts of money 
and soaking up the oxygen, so to speak, with one project. 
We’re not going to be able to afford to extend the [system] 
throughout the city like we need to.”

Urban rail basics
Urban rail is a combination of streetcars and light rail. 

Unlike MetroRail—a commuter rail line with its own grade-
separated tracks—urban rail would operate in the street. 
Urban rail Project Lead Kyle Keahey said rail would be in its 
own guideway and separated from vehicle traffic with a curb.

Keahey said the system would be powered by overhead 
power lines and would not require crossing gates to travel 
through traffic signals. Trains would not block intersections 
and take no longer than a bus to get through a traffic signal.

“What we want to be able to do is to establish priority for 
the [rail cars]” Keahey said. “That means we have to tinker 
with the [traffic] signal system to give them that priority.”

Urban rail would operate in the existing median on River-
side Drive. On Trinity Street one lane of traffic and parking 
would be eliminated. Keahey said garage access to buildings 
would be preserved, but planners have not determined if rail 
would run in the center of the road or on either side. On Red 
River Street, Keahey said the city has less right of way for 
operation, and rail might have to share lanes with vehicles.

The total cost for the urban rail plan is $1.38 billion in 
2020 dollars. Funding includes $100 million for a signature 
bridge dedicated for rail over Lady Bird Lake and a tunnel to 
pass under the MetroRail tracks near the Hancock Center.

If the city and FTA each allocate $600 million, nearly 
$200 million of the project would remain unfunded. To 
make up the difference, Keahey said the city could reduce 
the scope of the project, identify other funding sources or  
reduce costs through value engineering.

“We haven’t trimmed costs,” he said. “We’ve been very 
careful in making sure we didn’t underestimate our costs.”

Location, location, location
Henry, a former Capital Metro board member, represents 

the Our Rail political action committee of transit supporters 
who support an alternative urban rail route on North Lamar 
Boulevard and Guadalupe Street. This route is similar to the 
failed light rail plan from 2000.

He said the proposed route included in Prop. 1 misses the 
third-densest residential community in the state—West Cam-
pus. Many communities and businesses along Guadalupe/
Lamar already support rail in that corridor and spent years 
studying it and implementing rail into neighborhood plans.

“We have a responsibility to those neighborhoods and 
all those residents who not only put time, effort and brain 
power into all this but their hopes,” he said. “... We want to 
put that back together.”

Smiley said rail advocates should be supportive of any 
transit solution that aims to aid congestion, and she has con-
cerns about Our Rail’s claim of bringing a new plan to voters 
in two or three years if Prop. 1 fails. 

“If we could agree that this is the first segment of a system 
that [eventually] will be built to include Guadalupe/Lamar, 
then we can begin today,” she said. “We’d be a lot closer to 
the result they want than we will be if this fails and we have 
to start over.”

She said planners studied several high-capacity transit cor-
ridors and sought the best plan to submit to the FTA. Because 
Capital Metro received $38.1 million for MetroRapid buses 
in the Guadalupe/Lamar corridor, she said FTA officials indi-
cated it likely would not fund rail for the same corridor.

“Why would we double up on one corridor at the expense 
of other corridors that need that kind of service?” she said.

Scott Morris with Our Rail disputes this and said a Capi-
tal Metro memo indicates if the city reassessed its transit 

priorities on the corridor, the FTA would consider funding 
other options. He said Lamar is also one of the most con-
gested roadways in the city and cannot be ignored any longer.

“[Light rail] provides very localized congestion relief,” he 
said. “When the outlying areas say they have lost connection 
to their downtown … they’re not saying rail is not the answer. 
What they’re saying is this rail package is not the answer.”

Morris said it is the wrong plan to submit to the FTA 
because it speculates on economic development and passes 
through 1.6 miles of tax-exempt land near UT and the Capitol.

Transit options
Not everyone will use the urban rail line, but supporters 

say having options is necessary. Ted Siff, president of the 
Austin Environmental Democrats, said the club endorsed 
Prop. 1 as well as city bonds in 2010 and 2012 for transpor-
tation improvements such as roads and sidewalks.

“What’s reflective of the club’s support of all three of these 
is the real issue of getting more choice to the individual user 
in a number of ways,” he said.

From a business perspective, Silicon Labs CEO Tyson 
Tuttle said the city needs more transportation options.

“As people come here it’s just continued to get more and 
more congested,” he said. “That’s why you need different 
options and different modes to give people ... besides just 
sitting in your car.”

Patrick Goetz with grass-roots urbanist group AURA said 
the organization supports less-costly transit options such 
as expanding the city’s bus system and allowing for greater 
density near transit corridors to build ridership.

“Rail is never ever going to reduce congestion,” he said. 
“It’s disingenuous to say that it will. What rail does is give 
you transportation choices. … Congestion will be constant 
no matter what you do.”

Source: Project Connect

The proposed 9.5-mile urban rail route would connect East Riverside Drive to Austin Community College’s 
Highland campus. Along that route are several employment hubs, new development and opportunities for housing, 
including affordable housing. Rail is part of the Project Connect regional transportation plan, and planners say the 
route would attract an average of 18,000 daily riders and take an estimated 10,000 cars off area roadways every 
weekday. The route would have 16 stations and four Park & Ride facilities, each with 500 parking spots.

The road to rail
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State History 
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Frank Erwin Center

ACC Highland: ACC opened its 
ACCelerator learning lab in the 
former J.C. Penney store in August. 
The college district is asking voters 
to approve a $386 million bond and 
3 cent tax cap increase Nov. 4 for 
additional learning space.

Dell Medical School: Construction 
is underway on the campus, which 
will include a teaching hospital, 
research building and medical 
offices. The campus will anchor 
the Innovation Zone and could host 
more than 2,000 jobs.

Capitol Complex: The Texas 
Facilities Commission is evaluating 
the state’s underused properties 
to repurpose them. About 13,000 
people work in the complex, 
and the state could move 6,000 
additional jobs to the complex.

Capital Studios: The first downtown 
affordable housing complex built in 
more than 45 years will open by early 
November. Foundation Communities 
owns the site, which has 135 units 
with 27 units designated for the 
chronically homeless.

South Shore District: The 
mixed-use development by Grayco 
Partners has restaurants, shops 
and 506 apartments, of which 94 
units opened in late summer.

The University 
of Texas
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Affordability
Mandy De Mayo—executive director of HousingWorks 

Austin, a research, policy, advocacy and education organiza-
tion—said there is a clear link between transit and housing.

“[Transit] opens the door for more intentional location 
of affordable housing rather than just taking advantage of 
whatever site comes up for sale,” she said. “If we’re really 
being intentional about where we’re locating affordable 
housing, [it needs to be] in proximity to transit.”

De Mayo said urban rail would allow the city to real-
ize the Imagine Austin comprehensive plan that envisions 
compacted and connected communities where people of all 
income levels live in proximity to work, play and school.

Although HWA’s board unanimously endorsed the urban 
rail plan because of opportunities for new affordable hous-
ing, it recognized some voters could struggle to pay addi-
tional taxes while not receiving any direct benefit.

“It’s part of the city’s infrastructure, just like schools and 
parks,” De Mayo said, adding affordable housing and trans-
portation are critical to the city’s infrastructure.

Roger Falk of advocacy group Travis County Taxpay-
ers Union said the proposed plan is better for developers  
than residents.

“Rail-based development is [largely] a product of taxpayer 
giveaways,” he said. “… What happens to people who have 
been living here and are priced out of area?”

Roads most traveled
Falk also takes issue with Prop. 1 paying for road projects 

on state highways. He said the city also should not spend 
money to identify where the traffic is but on specific solutions 
for RM 620, RM 2222 and Loop 360.

“[The city is] not turning a shovel of dirt. I ask people all 
the time … and most people don’t know [that],” he said.

For related stories at  
impactnews.com. Keyword Search Austin urban rail, Vote 2014
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The roads most traveled
If voters approve spending $600 million on an urban rail route, the city 
would be required to secure $400 million in funding, likely by selling 
bonds, for significant regional road projects and corridor studies. City 
Council approved the 2014 Strategic Mobility Plan on June 26, and in 
that plan are the projects the city would fund using the road bonds.

 I-35 integrated traffic-
management center: $30 million

To provide assistance before, 
during and after construction 
projects, the city would incorporate 
a traffic-management center to 
allow transportation agencies to 
communicate with each other and 
manage traffic flow. New technology 
could include additional cameras and 
dynamic message signs to alert drivers 
of construction delays or closures with 
options for route alternatives.

 Riverside Drive at I-35:  
$120 million

The project would build new access 
ramps and construct circulation and 
distribution lanes. These lanes would 
allow drivers to access downtown 
streets by exiting the I-35 main lanes 
and passing under the bridge at 
Riverside to avoid the traffic signal. 
The Riverside overpass would also be 
reconstructed to accommodate urban 
rail, although this is a minor piece of 
the construction project.

 I-35 at Oltorf, Stassney and William 
Cannon: $90 million

The three overpasses would be rebuilt 
with U-turn lanes and additional room 
for a new lane to be constructed on I-35 
called the Future Transportation Corridor. 
The FTC would provide one new lane of 
traffic in each direction, although the type 
of lane—such as general-purpose, HOV or 
tolled—has not been determined. The city 
would partner with TxDOT on the project.

  SH 71 connectors to ABIA: 
$81.5 million; future urban rail 
extension: $34 million

The SH 71 direct connectors would allow 
for faster access into Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport and provide relief 
to the interchange at US 183. The first 
project would require rebuilding the 
US 183 interchange with a new grade-
separated overpass at Riverside Drive 
to accommodate a future urban rail 
extension to ABIA.

 Corridor studies, safety 
improvements: $36 million

Corridor studies on Loop 360, RM 620, RM 
2222, Parmer Lane and RM 1826 would 
look for options to improve congestion with 
short- mid- and long-term solutions. Any 
safety issues such as adding additional 
turn lanes or medians or making signal 
modifications could also be implemented. 
The community would be involved in 
developing solutions. Some projects could 
be constructed, and others could require 
additional funding for environmental work.

 Lamar Boulevard: $5 million 
A corridor study primarily between US 
183 and Lady Bird Lake for congestion 
and safety improvements as well as to 
study the road for an urban rail extension 
or other forms of high-capacity transit.

 High-capacity transit corridor 
studies: $3.5 million 
The city would also study where to 
expand high-capacity transit, such as 
urban rail or rapid buses, to the Mueller 
development, East Austin, the Seaholm 
development, and to South and Southwest 
Austin. Areas of study in the south could 
include South Congress Avenue, Oak 
Hill, Circle C, MoPac and South Lamar 
Boulevard. Studies would identify what 
mobility, traffic safety, bike and pedestrian 
improvements are needed.Source: City of Austin
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local perspectives

PHIL DENNEY 
President of the Anderson Mill 
Neighborhood Association

Sixty-nine percent of residents who 
responded to a neighborhood poll said they 

are against the proposed bond.

“The city’s focus has been on the city core and not the 
outlying neighborhoods. We have never felt we were well-
represented by the current City Council. Imagine Austin 
and the CodeNEXT initiatives seem to serve the city core 
and a goal of a more compact city. Hopefully with the new 
10-1 representation we will find a more responsive city staff 
and City Council. As for light rail, that ship has sailed. To be 
successful it probably needed to have been built 20-plus 
years ago before all the extensive development that we have 
seen in that time. Now it seems impossible to place it where 
it would make the most sense or be cost-effective. We are 
paying the price for the failure to effectively plan for the 
growth of our city by various city councils in the last 20 years.”

GABE ROJAS  
Chairman of the contact team for the 
North Austin Civic Association

“The Proposition 1 urban rail line as currently 
envisioned is a poor investment for the 

residents of the NACA area. It will be paid for with higher 
property taxes, provide no appreciable decrease to existing 
traffic in our daily commutes and does not have a planned 
service extension to the North Austin area, one of the most 
densely populated in the city. While transit solutions and 
investments are sorely needed in Austin right now, this one 
is not comprehensive enough to materially affect the way we 
move through and around Austin. I personally would like to 
see this plan taken back to the drawing board and put before 
the people of Austin as a rail/transit plan that aims high and 
seeks to change the transportation equation in Austin in a 
much bigger way.”

JEREMY MARTIN 
Senior vice president of government 
relations and regional infrastructure, 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

“The chamber supports two significant 
transportation propositions on the November ballot: the 
city’s $1 billion bond and the state Proposition 1 that would 
divert money toward Texas roadways. Both city of Austin 
and state of Texas voters will have the opportunity to invest 
in our vital mobility infrastructure. These propositions will 
fund high-priority construction projects in our heaviest 
traffic areas as well as additional projects in the future.

“Unless we take action now to address our traffic problem, 
Austin’s fundamental character will be permanently 
changed. [The city has] a plan that will improve I-35 in the 
near future and accelerate improvements on Loop 360, RM 
1826, RM 2222, RM 620 and Parmer Lane.”

He added that repayment on the $400 million worth of 
road bonds would be expensive. Falk said repayment is a two-
to-one cost meaning for every $1 the city borrows, it pays $2.

Robert Spillar, director of the city of Austin’s Transporta-
tion Department, said the city sees itself as a partner in pro-
viding solutions for regional traffic congestion because the 
city makes up 40 percent of the region’s population.

Spillar said the $400 million plan features keystone proj-
ects that open up opportunity for other projects. The city 
would also have shovel-ready projects that could receive 
funding for construction.

“We don’t want this region to be in a position where we’re 
not ready to go to construction on major regionally signifi-
cant projects,” he said.

Representatives of neighborhood associations in the 
Northwest Austin area and the Greater Austin Chamber 
of Commerce discuss the proposed urban rail bond. 

Compiled by Amy Denney

ABIA

Lake Travis

Map not to scale
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City of Austin’s $1 billion rail/road bond 
would increase homeowners’ tax bills
By Amy Denney

Austin voters will decide on a $1 billion 
rail and road bond Nov. 4 that would raise 
homeowners’ taxes by hundreds of dollars.

To pay off the $1 billion bond, the city 
would need to increase the debt service 
property tax rate by 6.25 cents, said Deputy 
Chief Financial Officer Greg Canally. The 
average annual cost to a homeowner with a 
$200,000 home would be $217.

The debt service tax rate, currently at 
11.23 cents, is part of the city’s overall tax 
rate of 48.09 cents per $100 of property 
valuation. It pays for the city’s debt, such as 
paying off bonds, Canally said.

The city still has $315 million worth 
of bonds to issue from bond programs 
approved in 2006, 2012 and 2013, but those 
will not affect the tax rate, Canally said.

“To be able to issue any [new authorized] 
bonds it would require a tax rate increase 
above our current rate,” he said. “That’s 
what we mean by our bond rate capacity.”

The official bond language asks voters 
to approve $600 million in 20-year public 
improvement bonds for the urban rail sys-
tem. If voters approve the Nov. 4 bond, the 
city could only start construction on rail 
if it secures $400 million in funding for 

road projects and corridor studies and if it 
receives a matching grant of $600 million 
from the Federal Transit Administration 
for the rail project.

Project Lead Kyle Keahey said the city 
would spend some of the bond money 
before submitting the project to the FTA in 
2017 for consideration of funding. 

“As we go forward with this process, we 
would be drawing down on some of those 
bond funds to be able to fund the environ-
mental and planning process,” he said.

The city still needs to fund the prelimi-
nary engineering phase and going through 
the National Environmental Protection 
Act process, Keahey said.

To fund the road projects, Canally said 
the city would sell $400 million worth of 
nonvoter-approved state highway bonds 
and repay the bonds through the debt ser-
vice tax rate. The first increase to the debt 
service tax rate would occur in late 2015 
with increases of about 1 cent occurring 
every year for six years. Multiyear proj-
ects require selling the bonds over several 
years, he said.

“With big capital projects, it takes a long 
time to build them, whether it’s a building 
or urban rail system,” Canally said.
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BREAKING DOWN THE BOND’S IMPACT

Sources: City of Austin, HousingWorks Austin, Travis County

The city of Austin is asking voters to approve selling $600 million in bonds for 
the urban rail proposal. If approved the city would sell an additional $400 million 
in bonds for road projects. The total $1 billion package would increase the debt 
service property tax rate by 6.25 cents from 11.23 cents to 17.48 cents per 
$100 valuation. The effect on homeowners’ tax bills will be $217 annually for a 
$200,000 home. The chart below shows the annual increase on tax bills based 
on the median home value in each City Council district. Calculations assume an 
average 4 percent inflation for home values.
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Use  Promo Code: 
“GOPAINT”

Expires 11/30/14

 $10
 OFF

 sign up now at www.thedirtyeasel.com

Come paint with us! 
• unique painting events at 

restaurants and bars
• private painting parties
• corporate holiday partiesinspiring canvases

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR  
TO PURCHASE TICKETS, VISIT

WURSTFEST.COM

REVERSING DIABETES:
THERE IS HOPE!

The New England Journal of Medicine linked certain diabetic 
medications to a 43% increase in cardiovascular mortality.

• Are you already taking at least one 
diabetic drug and have the desire  to 
reduce or eliminate your dependence on 
these potentially dangerous drugs?

• Do you wish to quit living  in fear of 
losing your health?

• Do you wish to reverse your diabetes?

Logan’s Roadhouse - Round Rock • 2702 Parker Road (In La Frontera)
Thursday, November 6th at 6:30 pm • PLEASE RSVP TO (512) 260-0905

Dr. Madden is a wellness mentor, functional wellness practitioner, speaker, and architect of the Madden Lifestyle Enhancement 
Program. His professional education includes doctor of chiropractic, functional endocrinology, functional immunology, and advanced 
nutrition. As a licensed provider for the PMA, Dr. Madden serves members of the association’s free Member 
Share Network. He offers non-invasive, natural programs for gaining and preserving wellness. Dr. Madden 
does not treat or cure speci� c diseases. No doctor or medication can actually cure disease. Healing is the 
responsibility of your body’s own intelligence. This free educational seminar is directed toward individuals 
interested in learning about natural health and wellness and is not an offering of conventional medicine or 
chiropractic services. PMA License #9283712

CALL NOW! SEATING IS LIMITED!

FREE DINNER AND SEMINAR
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Free Community Seminar
Come hear about the latest treatments for painful joints: nutrition, exercise, therapy, injections, and surgical 
options. Dr. Akhtar will be discussing each one and is available to answer your questions. Light refreshments  
will be provided.

Location: North Austin Medical Center
Second Floor Auditorium
12221 N. Mopac Expwy.
Austin, TX 78758

Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:
• Evaluation and treatment of  joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of  hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Second opinions

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY  
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained  

in Joint Replacement

Board Certified in  
Orthopaedic Surgery

12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989
www.capitalcityortho.com

Date & Time: Saturday, November 22nd
10:00 - 11:00 AM
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Spire to assist with the planning. The office 
complex, called Austin Oaks, is located off 
Executive Center Drive.

The Austin Oaks redevelopment is one of 
at least four projects considered by Austin 
City Council on Spicewood Springs Road in 
the past year. In August, City Council denied 
a rezoning request to turn the undeveloped 
site at 4920 Spicewood Springs Road into 
commercial office space. Construction is 
also underway on Spicewood Springs on a 
residential property as well as the new head-
quarters for the Austin Board of Realtors. 

Live, work, play density
To create strategic density in areas out-

side of downtown, Drenner said plans at the 
Austin Oaks site call for low-rise housing 
and high-rise office buildings, the tallest of 
which is proposed for 17 stories, or 225 feet 
high, in an attempt to lessen the number of 
buildings and parking structures and to pro-
tect more trees. 

“If not here, where? That is a difficult 
choice,” Drenner said. “Imagine Austin was 
supposed to help us answer that question. 
The fundamentals are that you can’t just 
have density downtown. … This is intended 
to be a mixed-use project—the live, work, 
play idea, which I think is sound planning. 
Where is there a better place to put it?”

Imagine Austin is the city’s comprehen-
sive plan approved by City Council in 2012. 
The plan outlines the vision for the city’s 
development and growth. 

Austin Oaks was built in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s and comprises 12 office buildings. 
The property sits on 31.37 acres of land and 
is the 11th-largest multitenant office complex 
in Austin, with 445,322 square feet of office 
space, according to Spire.

To achieve Spire’s vision, the site would 
need to be rezoned from general office to a 
planned unit development, or PUD, which 
has a unique set of rules negotiated between 

the city and the developer, the city’s Plan-
ning Manager Jerry Rusthoven said.

A PUD, Rusthoven said, gives developers 
more flexibility in what can be done with 
a property. In exchange for City Council 
granting PUD zoning, the developer must 
provide “superior development,” or sig-
nificant benefits to the area where the new 
development is proposed, he said.

For example, Spire could provide several 
improvements to help mitigate traffic in the 
Spicewood Springs and MoPac area by add-
ing a new traffic light, changing the timing of 
an existing traffic light or adding a turn lane. 

If the project is approved by City Council 

and traffic improvements are made by the 
developer, intersections in the area could 
function better in the future than if the proj-
ect is rejected, Drenner said, citing the pro-
posed development’s traffic impact analysis.

Responsible development
However, increased traffic and the city’s 

lack of a traffic plan for Spicewood Springs 
Road concerns some residents. 

Spicewood Springs  –area resident Russell 
Zears said he has no problem with redevel-
opment as long as it is responsible. Protect-
ing cultures of neighborhoods, as well as cre-
ating infrastructure to support the increase 
in traffic, he said, should be the developer’s 
responsibility. Citizens should create plans 
for the future of their neighborhoods, and 
City Council should use the plans to aid 
their decisions, he said. 

“A city is dead if it isn’t changing. But I 
want it to be responsible change,” Zears said.

At an Aug. 19 Northwest Austin Civic 
Association meeting, representatives from 
the city of Austin and Drenner Group pro-
vided information about the redevelopment 
to residents, who offered feedback.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen so much anger 
in my life at a neighborhood meeting,” said 
Ann Denkler, a Northwest Austin resident 
of 18 years who attended the meeting.  “I’ve 
never dealt with so much opposition to a 
project—ever.”

Residents in the North Shoal Creek, 
Balcones Civic Association and Allandale 
neighborhoods submitted statements con-
taining their opinions about the PUD to 
City Council. NWACA emailed a survey 
to its residents that included questions 
about the PUD and other types of develop-
ments appropriate for the neighborhood. 
NWACA President Joyce Statz and said she 
would like to see the area used for senior 
housing because it is an area need that 

would not add as much traffic. 
The NWACA survey went to more than 

1,200 households and received more than 
600 responses, said Shannon Meroney, co-
chairwoman of the NWACA committee 
responsible for assessing the PUD proposal 
and overall redevelopment of the NWACA 
neighborhood. About 85 percent of respon-
dents said they opposed the PUD as pro-
posed, she said. 

The survey revealed that many residents 
would support redevelopment such as parks, 
restaurants and playgrounds, Meroney said.

Zoning to redevelop Austin Oaks
Drenner said PUD zoning is the best for 

Austin Oaks because the city does not have 
many zoning options for these types of proj-
ects with high density and tall buildings out-
side downtown. To comply with the city’s 
compatibility rules, he said the proposal 
pushes the tallest and densest buildings 
closer to MoPac, creating a buffer for exist-
ing single-family homes. 

Pending approval by City Council, con-
struction could begin in 2020, after leases of 
existing Austin Oaks tenants have expired. 
Drenner said he plans to continue seeking 
neighborhood input for the development, 
and the city will host at least three public 
hearings, which will be held after the city’s 
Planning Department makes a project rec-
ommendation to Drenner. 

“How you provide the density is very site-
specific,” he said. “I think we’ve done this in 
a very thoughtful way that doesn’t have a 
negative impact on neighbors. It maximizes 
open space, green space, tree preservation 
[and] less impervious cover.”

Debra Bailey, president of the Balcones 
Civic Association, said she is concerned 
that if approved, the project will set prece-
dence for future development along MoPac. 
The Austin Oaks PUD would strain the 

neighborhood’s resources because of over-
crowded schools and not enough police and 
fire stations, she said.  

Imagine Northwest Austin
Some residents argue the project does not 

align with the Imagine Austin comprehen-
sive plan. Statz said the project is unfit for 
Austin Oaks because the area is identified as 
a neighborhood center in the plan. 

“They have aspects of their plan that fit a 
neighborhood center, things like the retail 
and restaurants; some of that fits, but 17- 
and 14-story office buildings, no,” Statz said. 
“We need to be careful when we think about 
how Imagine Austin can be applied to our 
neighborhood.” 

Drenner said Imagine Austin has served  
his firm as a guide for where high-density 
projects such as Austin Oaks should be 
located, including near high-capacity transit, 
existing businesses and roadways. Imagine 
Austin highlights a plan for a high-capacity 
transit stop on Anderson Lane near MoPac. 

 Jim Duncan, a Northwest Austin resi-
dent and former city of Austin planning 
director, said the project does not match 
up with what should be near low-intensity 
neighborhoods. Duncan is also a member 
of CodeNEXT’s Land Development Code 
Advisory Group assisting the city with 
rewriting its development code.

Spire could have a mixed-use project with 
the existing zoning on the property, he said, 
without the proposed tall buildings. The 
PUD changes the area from a neighborhood 
center with low density to a high-capacity 
transit center, which does not align with 
Imagine Austin, he said. 

Austin Oaks
Continued from | 1

Multifamily housing

Retail/office

Office

Design by Angie Calderon

Source: City of Austin
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“This is intended to be a 
mixed-use project  —the live, 
work, play idea.  ... Where is 

there a better place to put it?”
—Stephen Drenner, attorney with The Drenner 

Group PC, the law firm hired to assist with plan-
ning of the Austin Oaks redevelopment

Austin Oaks
proposed PUD

Spire Realty Group Inc. is proposing to redevelop an office complex 
called Austin Oaks. As of Oct. 17 plans include 850,000 square feet of 
office space, 100,000 square feet of retail, and 610 apartments and 
townhomes. This graphic portrays the proposed maximum building 
heights on the Austin Oaks property. Spire has not decided on a final 
plan for the property but intends to keep the densest and tallest build-
ings closest to MoPac to buffer existing single-family homes.

Proposed maximum 
building heights

Map not to scale

Do you support the proposed Austin Oaks planned unit 
development on Spicewood Springs Road?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll
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FRESH & HEALTHY FOOD SERVED DAILY

MoMo 
Korean Cuisine and Sushi

GET

$10 OFF
 WITH A PURCHASE 

OF $50 OR MORE.
Limit 1 coupon per table. 
Offer expires 11/26/2014.

GET 

$5 OFF 
WITH A PURCHASE 

OF $30 OR MORE.
Limit 1 coupon per table. 
Offer expires 11/26/2014.

8650 Spicewood 
Springs, Ste. 119
Austin, TX 78759
(Big Lots! shopping 
center, in the 
corner next to the 
Art + Academy.)

512-249-9122
MoMoAustin.com
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LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
SERVED 

MONDAY - 
FRIDAY

Wide selection of beautiful mums,
pansies & other fall annuals

Large array of pumpkins

Locally owned

Knowledgeable & dedicated staff

Unique. Local. Experience.

 2710 Hancock Drive • Austin, TX  78731 • 512-458-5909 
shoalcreeknursery.com

Fall has arrived!

• 36 private rooms with private baths
• Spacious therapy gyms
• In house pharmacy
• Bariatric rooms
• Bedside dialysis capabilities
• Dedicated ADL therapy area
• Respiratory therapy services 

on site

• Individualized intensive therapy 
programs–physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech therapy

• Community based specialty
physicians providing medical care

• Patient specifi c eRehab 
outcomes data

• Fully electronic medical records
• FREE on site street level parking

For more information, to make a referral, or for a tour, please contact:
Melanie Kidd, Director of Business Development

(512) 201-9742 • mkidd@vrhlaketravis.com, or visit www.vrhlaketravis.com

� KEWAY’S NEW FULLY DEDICATED 

REHABILITATION HOSPITAL

Opening 2014

Vibra Rehab Hospital of Lake Travis • 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500Vibra Rehab Hospital of Lake Travis • 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500
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512-454-7636

Market data compiled by  

Austin Board of REALTORS®

10900 Stonelake Blvd., STE A-100 | Austin, TX 78759

Market Data
On the market  (September 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less — 1/45 — 2/17 13/40 4/44

$150,000–$199,999 — 7/32 7/275 6/39 6/41 6/32

$200,000–$299,999 — 11/28 26/38 10/52 9/51 5/30

$300,000–$399,999 6/100 6/40 3/46 9/43 — 10/76

$400,000–$499,999 16/70 — — 13/57 3/185 10/68

$500,000–$599,999 5/66 — — 5/65 — 11/48

$600,000–$799,999 3/62 — — 7/65 — 16/58

$800,000–$999,999 2/103 — — — — 2/71

$1 million + — 1/111 — — — 1/216

REAL ESTATE

Price 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

–

Median price of homes sold  September 2013 vs.  September 2014

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 9/22/14 and 10/15/14 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 11125 Miramar Drive 4br/3ba $475,000 3,315 Siobhan McCullough Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-293-7976

78726 Canyon Creek 9622 Indigo Brush Drive 4br/3ba $469,900 3,473 Doreen Dillard Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-346-1799

78726 Canyon Creek 10600 Icarus Court 5br/3ba $438,500 3,334 Doreen Dillard Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-346-1799

78726 Oaks Twenty 11604 Hare Trail 5br/4ba $915,000 5,431 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78726 Versante Canyon 11909 Terraza Circle, Unit 42 3br/3ba $337,167 2,089 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 11913 Terraza Circle, Unit 41 3br/2ba $335,059 1,707 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78727 Angus Valley 4705 Pony Chase 4br/3ba $389,900 2,289 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78727 Arrowwood 4607 Everest Lane 3br/2ba $295,000 1,949 Emily Bungo RE/MAX 1 512-924-3233

78727 Milwood 12024 Wycliff Lane 3br/2ba $272,000 1,653 Dawn Smith Stanberry & Associates 512-914-6615

78727 Milwood 5804 Avery Island Ave. 3br/2ba $215,000 1,215 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-767-6787

78727 Northwood 13200 Council Bluff Drive 3br/2ba $415,000 1,998 Whitney Whatley Stanberry & Associates Inc. 512-993-9702

78727 Scofield 1505 Visalia Lane 4br/2ba $315,000 2,353 Terry Klein Private Label Realty 512-810-9002

78727 Woods Century Park 2501 Lou John St. 4br/2ba $268,000 2,112 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78729 Forest North Estates 13001 Broadmeade Ave. 4br/2ba $319,900 2,183 Carrie York Austin Real Pros, Realtors 512-801-0436

78729 Milwood 7701 Windrush 4br/2ba $242,900 2,199 Lindsay Mitchell e–Executive Realty 512-669-9304

78729 Parmer Village Condo 13501 Oystercatcher Drive 3br/2ba $223,900 1,382 Anne Cobern RE/MAX Capital City II 512-646-1301

78729 San Felipe Townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd., Unit 11 2br/2ba $195,000 1,663 Bob Wolk Keller Williams Realty 512-372-9494

78750 Balcones Village 11502 Champion Drive 3br/2ba $429,000 2,269 Siobhan McCullough Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-293-7976

78750 Fox Hollow Condo 8600 Fathom Circle, Unit 2404 2br/2ba $129,900  900 Patricia Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8277

78750 Jester Estate 7002 Anaqua Drive 3br/2ba $495,000 2,576 Dan Seeds RE/MAX 1 512-656-8771

78750 Jester Point 8101 Chardonnay Cove 5br/3ba $610,000 3,604 Wendy Papasan Keller Williams Realty 512-297-9431

78750 Lakewood 6511 Cascada Drive 4br/3ba $450,000 2,675 Alaina Jones J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-761-6460

78750 Lakewood 6203 Turkey Hollow 3br/3ba $359,995 2,049 Erik Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-423-5641

78750 Lakewood 6505 Cascada Drive 3br/2ba $395,000 2,094 Ellen Sauer Moreland Properties 512-992-9900

78750 Northwest Balcones 10110 Talleyran Drive 4br/2ba $459,900 2,530 Ed Lundry Keller Williams Realty 512-401-6300

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 10322 Holme Lacey Lane 4br/2ba $480,000 2,609 Bernice Schaffer RE/MAX Capital City 512-250-0855

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12315 Wipple Tree Cove 4br/3ba $285,000 2,659 Marilaura Fox Keller Williams Realty 512-565-3390

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 10903 Tall Oak Trail 4br/2ba $220,000 1,701 Jill Hare-Hamlin Keller Williams Realty 512-537-6801

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 10906 Marble 4br/2ba $287,500 2,357 Ashley Brinkman Realty Austin 512-665-8787

78758 Enclave at Gracywoods 1405 Gorham St. 4br/2ba $349,900 2,369 Mark Garner Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-496-4279

78758 Quail Creek West 1405 Mearns Meadow Blvd. 4br/2ba $219,000 1,717 Steve Bluestone Keller Williams Realty 512-590-0602

78758 Quail Run Condo 9420 Singing Quail Drive 2br/2ba $165,000 1,348 Jane Gamel Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Rlty. 512-750-6711

78759 Great Hills 7724 Yaupon Drive 4br/3ba $600,000 3,404 Sheri Brummett Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-970-8809

78759 Great Hills 8813 Mountain Path Circle 3br/2ba $639,000 2,629 Luis Pizana Atlas Realty 512-299-8450

78759 Great Hills 9309 Knoll Crest Loop 3br/3ba $575,000 3,002 Rick Schulte Stanberry & Associates 512-517-2262

78759 Great Hills 6306 Lost Horizon Drive 3br/3ba $525,000 2,746 Michael Neuman Realty Executives, Austin–North 512-740-7615

78759 Great Hills 5802 Painted Valley Drive 4br/2ba $565,000 2,841 Stacy Brunson Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Rlty. 512-626-0733

78759 Northview Hills 8111 Texas Plume Road 4br/2ba $275,000 1,623 Nancy Taute Carol Dochen, Realtors 512-497-5940

78759 Northview Hills 10503 Spicewood Mesa 4br/3ba $619,900 3,174 Ed Lundry Keller Williams Realty 512-401-6300

78759 Spicewood Point Townhomes 3809 Spicewood Springs Road, Unit 148 1br/1ba $169,900  740 Matthew Everett Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-736-9346

78759 Stillhouse Canyon Condominiums 4711 Spicewood Springs Road, Unit 151 2br/1ba $189,000  979 Judith Arnold Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Rlty. 512-431-9244

78759 Westover Hills 8812 Silverarrow Circle 4br/2ba $549,900 1,980 Karen Buerkle Keller Williams Realty 512-775-1105

2501 Lou John St.

6505 Cascada Drive

10503 Spicewood Mesa

10903 Tall Oak Trail
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Arboretum
10225 Research Blvd, #330 · (512) 986-7453

the purchase of an 8” or 10” decorated cake
10% OFF

Expires 11/23/14. Limit one coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Redeemable only at the bakery listed. Must be claimed in-store during normal business hours. 

No cash value.

Seasons Change, Sweetness Doesn’t. 

nothingbundtcakes.com

AUTHENTIC MEDITERRANEAN FOODS
NEW NORTHWEST AUSTIN LOCATION NOW OPEN!

PATIO COMING SOON!

Davod’s Mediterranean 
Supermarket & Deli

Confectionery & Bakery

Herbs & 
Spices

Teas & Coffee

Fresh produce 
& vegetables

Dried Fruit & Nuts
Cheese & 
Bread 

Rice & Pasta

Halal food

BUY 1, 
GET 1 FREE
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

MUST PRESENT COUPON.
EXPIRES 11/26/14

13497 RESEARCH BLVD.
AUSTIN, TX 78750
(512) 305-3550
WE DO ACCEPT LONE STAR.

    ANDERSO
N MILL RD.

POND SPRINGS RD.

18
3

PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!PATIO COMING SOON!

MB CARPET
Upholstery and Cleaning

15% OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE EX

PI
RE

S 
12

/2
6/

20
14

512-633-1682
24 Hour Emergency Service Available

Delivery Available

13729 Research Blvd. #695, Austin 78750 
Lake Creek Parkway at 183 

512-331-7747
ChinaCafeLakeCreek.com

13729 Research Blvd. #695, Austin 78750 13729 Research Blvd. #695, Austin 78750 13729 Research Blvd. #695, Austin 78750 13729 Research Blvd. #695, Austin 78750 13729 Research Blvd. #695, Austin 78750 
Lake Creek Parkway at 183 Lake Creek Parkway at 183 Lake Creek Parkway at 183 

BUY 1 LUNCH, 
2 DRINKS,

GET 1 FREE 
LUNCH

One coupon per table. 
Expires 11/26/14

Featuring eFitMeal.com and LAMPS

8650 Spicewood Springs Road,  
#133B, Austin • 512-520-5189

www.efitmeal.com 183
Spicewood Srpings Rd. W. Parmer Ln.

All new Green Salads with fresh made dressings
Mango-Pineapple Cilantro | Raspberry-Ginger Chia Vinaigrette 

Blackberry-Grapefruit Vinaigrette | Cucumber-Dill Emulsion

FRESH FIELD GREENS
Grilled Chicken or Salmon, Grape Tomatoes,  

Cucumber, Carrot, Broccoli and choice of dressing.

FRESH KALE GREENS
Roasted Sweet Potato, Goji Berry, Sliced Almond  

and Raspberry-Ginger Chia Vinaigrette.

Free side 

salad 
With choice of dressing

With eFitMeal purchase 
Expires 11/26/14  

Must Present Coupon.

eFitMeal.com

Fresh Raw Juice and Fruit Smoothies made with real 
fruit and vegetables. No Sugar or artificial sweeteners. 
Meal Plans, Juice Cleanses, Office Deliveries Available.

Fr e s h ,  Ta s t y  a n d  H e a l t hy  M e a l s
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


