
Agency’s proposals would improve traffic flow at cross streets to interstate

North Austin gets representation with 10-1 districts

TxDOT’s Mobility 35 plan proposes changes to several intersections in North Austin to aid congestion on one of the region’s most congested roadways.

By Amy Denney
The projects the Texas Department of Trans-

portation has identified to aid mobility on I-35 
in Travis County are meant to be short-term 
fixes, and area leaders still face the challenge of 
planning long-term solutions.

The section of I-35 from Hwy. 71 to US 183 
ranked No. 1 on the state’s most congested 
roadways list for 2013, up from the No. 4 spot 
in 2012, according to the Texas A&M Trans-
portation Institute, or TTI.

“We used to think all that bottleneck was 
caused by people driving through, and it really 
isn’t,” Travis County Commissioner Margaret 
Gomez said. “... It’s really local traffic. That was 
surprising to me.”

A
m

y 
D

en
ne

y

See TxDOT | 33

See 10-1 | 34

TxDOT rolls out I-35 mobility plan in Travis Co.
In August, TxDOT released its Mobil-

ity 35 implementation plan in Travis County 
between SH 45 N and SH 45 SE. The proposed 
projects, which include cut-and-cap options in 
downtown Austin, are estimated to cost a total 
of $1.2 billion to $1.9 billion in 2013 dollars.

“A lot of it is really thinking outside the box,” 
said Terry McCoy, deputy district engineer for 
Austin. “… Rather than a wholesale, full-scale 
expansion project where we’re buying right of 
way and building a lot of new lanes, what we’ve 
tried to do is to squeeze every drop of improve-
ment we can out of the right of way we have.”

Short-term solutions
TxDOT’s next step is to complete a planning 

and environmental linkage, or PEL, study to 
analyze an option dubbed the Future Transpor-
tation Corridor that would add one lane in each 
direction on I-35, McCoy said. The PEL study 
will determine what kind of lanes they would 
be, such as express or general-purpose lanes.

McCoy said the PEL study, which will be 
completed by early 2015, will also determine 
how the agency can divide the environmental 
coordination process.

“It’s really a comprehensive look at what the 
impacts of the proposals are, both to the envi-
ronment and to the community,” McCoy said. 
“It’s a really long, good look at making sure 
we’ve done our homework.”
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By Lyndsey Taylor
Some North Austin residents 

say politics in Austin will change 
significantly this November when 
residents vote for 10 City Coun-
cil members to represent their 
neighborhood concerns.

The commission charged with 
creating Austin’s new voting dis-
tricts—the Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission—split 
the city into 10 City Council dis-
tricts in which the North Austin 

area is represented by districts 4, 
6, 7 and 10. The ICRC approved 
the final map Nov. 25 after receiv-
ing public feedback at meetings 
held from August to November.

This November, residents will 
vote for candidates from the dis-
trict in which they reside instead 
of voting for council members to 
serve everyone, or serve at-large. 
Voters will also choose a new 
mayor, whom will still be elected 
at-large.

Some North Austin residents 
view the change in council rep-
resentation as a chance to receive 
attention for issues in their neigh-
borhoods such as transportation, 
crime, code enforcement and 
affordability of housing.

“Clearly the fact that we are 
going to have representation is 
the big change because the far 
north central and far northwest 
basically never have been [rep-
resented on council],” said Ed 

English, a 30-year resident of the 
Milwood neighborhood. “... We 
haven’t had representation, and 
as a consequence at times it’s been 
difficult to get attention for proj-
ects out here that should have 
been proposed, promoted, devel-
oped over the years.” 

English is a founding member 
of the Northwest Austin Coali-
tion and served as the North Aus-
tin coordinator for Austinites for 
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St. David’s Emergency Network
We’ve Got Austin Covered

StDavidsERnetwork.com

Every year more than a quarter of a million people look to us in times of  
an emergency. We have convenient locations throughout Central Texas.  
Board-certified physicians. Life-saving technology. And a skilled nursing staff. 
St. David’s is Austin’s Emergency Support System.

Scan the code to find a St. David’s 
HealthCare ER close to you.

13-SDM-1497 Northwest_Leads Ad.indd   1 10/9/13   9:07 AM
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austin’s #1 home search website

EDGECREEK CONDOS
12166 Metric Blvd #384
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,004 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said
512.789.6543

MARBELLA VILLAS CONDOS
2100 Pipers Field Dr #219 
2 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,026 SQ FT
Listed by Frank Simonetti
512.949.9364

MESA VILLAGE CONDOS
4159 Steck Ave #239
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,050 SQ FT
Listed by Monica Hampton
512.698.4647

MESA VILLAGE CONDOS
4159 Steck Ave #290
2 BD 1.5 BA +/-829 SQ FT
Listed by Austin 55 Team
512.789.1871

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300

Southwest
4301 W William Cannon Dr, #200
Austin, TX 78749 

Downtown 
        1209 W 5th St, #300 
Austin, TX 78703   

Lake Travis
2418 RR 620 South, #200 
Lakeway, TX 78738

connect with us:      fb.com/realtyaustin

Stats based on December 2012 and 2013 home sales through Austin Board of REALTORS®.

Avery Ranch Office 
10526 W Parmer Ln, Suite 425

Northwest Austin Market Update

Westlake
6806 Bee Cave Rd, #2b 
Austin, TX 78746

EDGECREEK CONDOS
12166 Metric Blvd #165
1 BD 1 BA +/-657 SQ FT
Listed by The Kopp Team
512.769.1473

PE
NDING 

IN 3 DAY
S

PARK AT QUAIL CREEK
914 E Village Ln
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,332 SQ FT
Listed by Amy Nall
512.914.0927

PE
NDING 

IN 12 DAY
S

PE
NDING 

IN 10 DAY
S

PE
NDING 

IN 4 DAY
S

QUAIL CREEK
9505 Gambels Quail Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,396 SQ FT
Listed by the Lisa Muñoz
512.600.8294

SO
LD

IN 3 DAY
S

ANDERSON MILL
9700 Moorberry
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,566 SQ FT
Listed by Amy Gandy
512.589.9005

SO
LD

 

IN 3 DAY
S

WALNUT CROSSING
3501 Tyrone Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,523 SQ FT
Listed by Michelle Hendrix
512.736.1680

SO
LD

 

IN 2 W
EE

KS

MILWOOD
5811 Shreveport Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,264 SQ FT
Listed by Todd Bailey
512.289.0653

SO
LD

 

IN 3 DAY
S

SUNCHASE CONDOS
8936 N Plaza Ct
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,554 SQ FT
Listed by Gabi Spreitzhofer
512.496.9354

PE
NDING

SCOFIELD FARMS 
12904 Scofield Farms Dr
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,146 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Walker 
512.653.3398

PE
NDING

IN 12 DAY
S

Average 
Sold Price

$100k $200k $300k

$264k

$281k

Homes
Sold

50 100 150

127

119

December 
2013

December 
2012
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www.austinkoko.com 
512-813-0698

9231 West Parmer Ln. Suite #106 Austin, TX 78717
1420 Cypress Creek Rd.Cedar Park, TX 78613

2800 East Whitestone Blvd.Cedar Park, TX 78613

7 convenient locations throughout Austin
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FrOm thE GENEral maNaGEr
One of my ongoing 

resolutions for 2014 is 
not to sweat the small 
stuff. Anyone who 
has ever been stuck in 
Austin traffic knows 
how hard it is to keep 
that resolution. My job 
requires a lot of time 
spent driving through-
out the Austin area, and 
I try to avoid taking I-35. 
There is nothing worse 
than exiting at Parmer 

Lane and being stuck at one of the traffic lights behind 
a seemingly never-ending line of cars.

Fortunately relief is in sight because the Texas 
Department of Transportation is proposing solutions 
to aid congestion at the intersection of I-35 and Parmer 
(see Page 33). Because transportation continues to be 
a hot topic, we dedicated a lot of this issue’s content to 

informing readers about transportation issues affect-
ing Northwest Austin and Central Texas. Our regional 
transportation guide starts on Page 21.

You might recognize the topics covered in our Com-
munity Update section (pages 11, 13) because these are 
topics we previously covered in 2013. I am thrilled Whole 
Foods Market opened in The Domain. A few weeks 
ago, my team took a tour of the new store, and I was 
impressed by the number of local products on the shelves 
and artwork created by local businesses. Whole Foods 
has made the new store a North Austin destination.

From transportation to new businesses, please feel 
free to share with us any topics you would like to see 
Community Impact Newspaper cover this year by email-
ing nwanews@impactnews.com.

Katherine Kennedy
General ManaGer

kkennedy@impactnews.com

tOP 10 tOPICS OF 2013
Last year brought a plethora of widely read topics 
such as the Austin Aquarium opening and the an-
nouncement of a discount movie theater opening 
in the former Alamo Drafthouse Lake Creek loca-
tion. here are the top 10 most-read issues of 2013.

1   Austin Aquarium opens Dec. 12

                                   New movie theater opens in former Alamo 
Drafthouse Lake Creek location 

3                                    Pour house pub opens in former Jollyville bar 

4                                   
 

Capital Metro launches its first Metrorapid 
route Jan. 26 

5                                   
 

Forest Park Medical Center breaks ground in 
North Austin

6                                   
 Construction continues on hiD Global site 

(facility opened Jan. 13)

7                                   
 oracle announces it will add 200 jobs, new 

office in Austin

8                                   
 MoPac construction on express lanes starts in 

December

9                                   
 

trader Joe’s confirms a location on 
Great hills trail

10                                   
 

Amy’s ice Creams at Austinville 78750 opens 
in mid-september

2 

COmmUNIty FEEDBaCk
take the poll

last month’s poll results

What North Austin issues would you like to 
see the new City Council address?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

What developments would you like to see 
built on Burnet Road?

retail and restaurants   

  42% 

Apartments or other housing  

  25% 

entertainment or recreation  

  23% 

Commercial office space  

  5%

other    

  5%
results from an unscientific web survey collected 12/17/13–1/20/14

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 Outback 2.5i CVY 
$279mo 2

42 MO. LEASE 
ZERO DOWN PAYMENT!

2014 Audi A4 2.0T
FWD Multitronic 
Premium Pkg
$349mo 1

SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $1,000 WITH AUDI 
OWNER LOYALTY OR CONQUEST PROGRAMS.S.

2013 Porsche Carrera 
SAVE $10,000!4

INVENTORY IS LIMITED!

2014 Volvo XC90 
LEASE the FWD
$439mo. 39 mos. 3

1 - Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0981 based on MSRP $36,295. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + � rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,043 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,236. 42 monthly payments of $349. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, 
maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 2-3-14.  2 - Subaru -Model EDB P01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect �  nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. 
payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly  payments of $279, � nal pymt / residual = $14,328. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,052. Stk# Z9508. Expires 2/3/2014.  3 - Volvo -*No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $439, based on $40,615 MSRP of 2014 XC90 3.2 FWD, includes destination charge and application of $2,000 Volvo Allowance.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and 
mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Purchase and Finance: $3,000 includes application of $2,000 Volvo Allowance and $1,000 Loyalty Bonus. Other restrictions may apply. Stock number V4918. Expires 1/31/2014.  4 - Porsche - *Exp 2/3/2014.

OWNER LOYALTY OR CONQUEST PROGRRAMS

uuuuuuuudi Fdi Fdi Fdi Fi Fdi Fdi Finaninanninaninainainanncialcialcialcialalcialc ai SerSerSSSerSSeSerSererviceviceviceviceiviceviviceevicevices As As As As As AAss Ass Ass AAs 4 St4 St4 StSt4 St4 SttSStSt4 St4 Stk# Dk# Dk#k# Dk# D#k# Dk# D# Dk# DD098109098109819098109818118981 basbasbasbasbasbasbassb sbased oed od oded oed od oed oed oed on MSn MSn MSn MSn MSn MSMn MSSn MSM RP $RP $RP $RP $$RP $RP $RRP $$RP $36 236 2363636 2236 236 236 236 295959559595955595 $2 9$$2 92$2 99$2 92$$2 9$2 999 d99 dd999 ddd99 d99 dd99 d99999 ownownownownownwownownwnowwow + $6+ $6+ $6$6+ $+ $6+ $6+ $6+ $6++ $6$+ $695 a9595 a5 a95 a5 a9595 a955595 a95 acquicquicquicquicquiicquiqquicquisitisitisitiitisitisitsitiisitisitt ononononoooonn fn fn fffn fn fn ffee +ee +ee +e +e +ee +++ee +ee +e +ee �r�r��rr�r�r�r�rsssss
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Drive. The store features a juice bar, a 
community room, an outdoor live music 
venue, a cookie-of-the-day program and 
the Draft Shack, which serves chargrilled 
oysters and 45 beers on tap. 512-831-3981.
www.wholefoodsmarket.com. 
Twitter: @wholefoodsatx 

11  Live music venue The Roost opened 
in early January at 2113 Wells Branch 
Parkway, Ste. 500. The Roost offers live 
music daily, and acts have included Bob 
Schneider, Dale Watson, South Austin 
Moonlighters and the Peterson Brothers. 
512-394-5727. www.theroostaustin.com 

12  Discount theater Lake Creek 7 opened 
Dec. 20 in the former Alamo Drafthouse 
Lake Creek location, 13729 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 1500. The theater includes new seats 
and concessions such as $1 hot dogs and 
Orville Redenbacher’s popcorn. Lake 
Creek 7 shows second-run films, and 
tickets are $2–$3. 512-291-3158. 
www.southwesttheaters.com

Steven Weinstein launched his mobile 
business, I.T. in a Pinch, on Dec. 1. The 
business offers information technology 
services such as desktop, network and 
server support to small businesses with 
fewer than 50 employees. I.T. in a Pinch 
serves businesses in Austin, Pflugerville, 
Cedar Park, Round Rock and San Marcos. 
512-850-4945. www.itinapinch.com

Coming Soon

13  Verts Kebap, an Austin-based fast-
casual restaurant, will open its eighth 
location in mid-February at 6301 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 204. This will be the 
first of 13 locations the company plans to 
open in 2014. Verts serves a Berlin-inspired 
kebap, which is a popular street food in 
Germany. www.vertskebap.com

14  Heidi Garbo, owner of Garbo’s 
Lobster Truck, is opening a restaurant in 
May in the Wells Branch area at 14735 
Bratton Lane. Garbo’s will feature local 
craft beers on tap and an extended menu 
with items for children. Garbo’s Lobster 
Truck specializes in lobster rolls and 
New England clam chowder. Garbo first 
launched her business in March. 512-350-
9814. www.garboslobsteratx.com. 
Twitter: @garbolobsteratx 

15  A location of Men’s Wearhouse will 
open in February in the former Manny’s 
Uptown Kitchen spot at 9503 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 650. The store sells suits, pants, 
shirts and accessories for men. 
www.menswearhouse.com 

16  Sonal Shah, director of Happy Faces 
Daycare, is partnering with a certified 
Montessori teacher to open Trillium 
Montessori in March. The school will 
be located at 9707 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 350, and will offer full- and part-time 

Now Open

1  The eighth location of P. Terry’s 
Burger Stand opened Dec. 26 at 12018 
Research Blvd. The 1,000-square-foot 
location is drive-thru-only and features a 
45,000-pound steel awning. P. Terry’s is 
known for its use of all-natural Angus beef 
and fresh-cut fries. 512-257-0990. 
www.pterrys.com. Twitter: @pterrys

2  Retro roadside motel Lone Star Court 
opened Dec. 24 in The Domain, 10901 
Domain Drive. The 123-room hotel sits 
on 4 acres and features an outdoor fire 
pit, swimming pool and Water Trough 
restaurant and bar, which hosts live music 
Wednesday through Saturday. The hotel is 
owned by Valencia Group. 512-836-3030. 
www.lonestarcourt.com

3  Avenue Nails & Spa opened in 
September at 7300 FM 2222, Ste. 114. The 
business offers nail services, massages, 
facials, waxing, eyelash extension, eyelash 
and eyebrow tinting and spa packages. 
Customers also receive a complimentary 
beverage, including wine, with services. 
512-814-8484. www.avenuenails.net 

4  Organic Spa Massage opened Dec. 9 
at 12850 Research Blvd. and offers facials, 
waxing, microdermabrasion and massages, 
including couples massage. Organic also 
has a vichy shower room used for body 
wraps and scrubs, and aqua massages. 512-
444-4772. www.organicspamassage.com. 
Twitter: @realorganicspa

5  Maximum FX Salon & Spa opened 
Dec. 17 near The Domain at 3310 W. 
Braker Lane, Bldg. 2, Ste. 200. Owned 
by Javier Herrera and Chris Murphy, 
the salon offers hair, skin care and nail 
services for women and men as well as hair 
removal, makeup applications and bridal 
packages. 512-349-9992. 
www.maximumfx.com

6  Josh McMillan and Kevin Allen 
opened a franchise of The UPS Store on 
Nov. 4 at 3310 W. Braker Lane, Bldg. 2, 
Ste. 300. The store offers shipping, 
packaging, printing, shredding, faxing and 
notary services and mailbox rentals. 512-
833-6141. www.theupsstorelocal.com/6414 
 
7  Total Nutrition opened in mid-

December at 3310 W. Braker Lane, Bldg. 2, 

Ste. 400. Charlie Hartwig owns the 
franchise, which sells products for general 
health and weight loss and to help athletes 
meet their goals. 512-821-1410. 
www.totalnutritionaustin.com 

8  HID Global—known for 
manufacturing secure identity solutions 
such as keycards, government IDs and 
the U.S. green card—opened its new 
headquarters and North American 
Operations Center on Jan. 13 at 611 Center 
Ridge Drive. The company will hire 300 
new employees in the next two years at 
the 250,000-square-foot facility. It also 
invested $50 million in the property. 
www.hidglobal.com

9  Fast-casual restaurant Mighty Bird 
opened its second location Jan. 13 at 2900 
W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 14. The restaurant 
specializes in brined rotisserie chicken 
tacos, homemade tortillas and hatch green 
chile queso. Mighty Bird also offers wraps, 
salads and sides. 512-454-2473. www.
mightybird.com. Twitter: @cravethebird 
 
10  The Domain location of Whole Foods 
Market opened Jan. 15 at 11920 Domain 
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programs for children ages 4 months to 
6 years old. 512-296-1136. 
www.trilliummontessoriinc.com

Expansions

17  Rachel Miller expanded her antiques 
business, Red Rover Alley, by opening 
a warehouse at 9603 Saunders Lane in 
December. The warehouse is open to 
the public Thursdays from 9 a.m.–2 
p.m. Shoppers may also find her items 
at the Austin Antique Mall at 8822 
McCann Drive daily from 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Miller finds many items in Europe and 
incorporates them with new pieces. 512-
949-9394. www.redroveralley.com 

18  On Jan. 1, Dr. Eduardo Elizondo joined 
the staff at the Center for Healing and 
Regenerative Medicine. He specializes 
in physical medicine and rehabilitation. 
CHARM, located at 7307 Creekbluff Drive, 
aims to provide comprehensive therapeutic 
solutions to help tissue regeneration, repair, 
function and pain relief for neuromuscular 
conditions or musculoskeletal injuries. 
512-614-3300. www.charmaustin.com

19  As of January, upscale resale boutique 
The Diva’s Closet accepts consignment for 
high-end men’s clothing and accessories. 
The business previously only accepted 
consignment for designer women’s and 
children’s clothing and accessories. Owner 
Tina Land opened her business in June 
2012 at 11521 N. RM 620, Ste. 275. 512-
433-6643. www.thedivasclosetaustin.com

Relocations

20  Crestview Doors Inc. relocated Dec. 
20 from 501 W. Powell Lane to 2205 W. 
Braker Lane. Crestview Doors is a designer 
and manufacturer of interior and exterior 
entry systems and custom millwork. The 
new space includes a showroom, which 
is undergoing renovations that will be 
complete in March. 866-454-6302. 
www.crestviewdoors.com
 
21  In February, Fiat of Austin will relocate 
from The Domain, 11011 Domain Drive, 

to the former Pavilion Lincoln-Mercury/
Mitsubishi site at 13049 N. US 183. The 
dealership will grow from 6,000 square feet 
of space to 25,000 square feet. The larger 
space will allow for more inventory and for 
Fiat’s service center, which is now located 
at the Nyle Maxwell Supercenter on RM 
620. 877-847-2814. www.fiatofaustin.com. 
Twitter: @fiatofaustintx

New Ownership

Valerie and Blake Nicholson purchased 
in December a franchise of TapSnap that 
serves Austin. The company provides 
photo booths for events. These photo 
booths include touchscreen technology 
and allow users to share the photos on 
social media and even draw on the photos. 
512-800-0766. www.tapsnap1073.com. 
Twitter: @tapsnapshare

Anniversaries

22  Spa Reveil celebrated its fifth 
anniversary in October. The locally 
owned spa is located in The Domain at 
11410 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 140. 
Services include facials, massages, waxing, 
manicures and pedicures. Spa Reveil also 
has a couples massage suite and hydro 
therapy room. 512-339-7000.
www.spareveil.com. Twitter: @spareveil

23  Wade Hudson celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of his Mr. Electric franchise 
in December. Hudson provides residential 
and commercial electrical services, and 
he has been in the business for 20 years. 
Mr. Electric is located at 8606 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 405. 512-894-0909. www.austin.
mrelectric.com. Twitter: @mreaustin 

24  The location of Christian Brothers 
Automotive at 12014 N. RM 620 celebrated 
its 15th anniversary Dec. 2. CBA provides 
automotive repairs and maintenance work. 
The location is owned by Steve Berry. 
512-918-2886. www.cbac.com 

25  Tiff’s Treats celebrated its 15th 
anniversary Jan. 15. Founders Tiffany 
Taylor Chen and Leon Chen were 

sophomores at The University of Texas 
when they started the cookie delivery 
company. Tiff’s Treats has locations in 
Austin, Dallas and Houston, including at 
11011 Research Blvd., Ste. 310. 
512-349-2200. www.cookiedelivery.com. 
Twitter: @tiffstreats

26  The Austin Technology Incubator 
celebrated its 25th anniversary in January. 
Part of the IC2 Institute at The University 
of Texas, ATI supports startup technology 
companies by sharing expertise, providing 
office space and resources, and connecting 
startups with investors and advisers. ATI is 
located in the West Pickle Research Center, 
3925 W. Braker Lane. 512-305-0000. 
www.ati.utexas.edu. Twitter: @ati_ut 

Closings 

27  Elevation Burger closed its drive-
thru location at 10611 Research Blvd. 
in December. The burger restaurant’s 
locations at 9828 Great Hills Trail and 
2525 W. Anderson Lane remain open. 
www.elevationburger.com

28  Bear Creek Smokehouse, 11200 
Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. G12A, closed 
Jan. 2. Store Manager Jack Marino said the 
retailer’s Marshall location in East Texas 
is still open and can ship to customers 
who place online orders for smoked meats, 
gourmet foods, seasonings, soup mixes and 
more. www.bearcreeksmokehouse.com

29  Oriental Rug Gallery of Texas closed 
its location at 9503 Research Blvd., Ste. 
600, around Thanksgiving. The location at 
12801 Hill Country Blvd., Ste. 105, remains 
open. 512-263-0777. www.rugstudio.com

In the News

30  The Whole Foods Market Gateway 
location temporarily closed Jan. 12 to 
undergo renovations. Construction will 
bring the store, located at 9607 Research 
Blvd., up to date on energy efficiency. 
The store reopens in late February. 512-
345-5003. www.wholefoodsmarket.com. 
Twitter: @wholefoodsatx News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

email nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

The eighth location of P. Terry’s Burger Stand 
opened Dec. 26 on Research Boulevard.

1

Retro-inspired hotel Lone Star Court opened 
Dec. 24 in The Domain and has 123 rooms.

2

On Jan. 13, HID Global opened its new Austin 
facility, which also now serves as its headquarters.

8

Celebrating five years in business, Spa Reveil is 
located in The Domain.
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Austin’s only Locally-Owned Toyota Dealership

NEW‘14 COROLLA L NEW‘14 CAMRY

NEW‘13 PRIUS

$5800 OFF
$15,990$5000 OFF

Valid on in-stock new 2014 Camry in the CMT Extreme Savings Zone. Includes GST Rebate= $1000 GST 
Customer Cash= $500 and CMT Discount= $3500. Prices +TTL and $125 Dealer Doc Fee.
Does not include Military or College Grad Rebate. Expires 2/3/14.

Valid on all in-stock New 2013 Prius, model# 1227. Includes GST Rebate= $1000. CMT Discount= $4800.
Prices +TTL and $125 Dealer Doc Fee. Does not include Military or College Grad Rebate. Expires 2/3/14.

Valid on in-stock New 2014 Corolla L manual, model# 1831. Several to choose from. MSRP= $18,437. CMT Discount= 
$2447. Prices +TTL and $125 Dealer Doc Fee. Does not include Military or College Grad Rebate. Expires 2/3/14.

OUR BEST PRICES 
OF THE YEAR! (SO FAR)NEW YEAR SALENEW YEAR SALE

XTREME SAVINGS ZONE
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512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARSHOCKEY.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/TEXASSTARS @TEXASSTARS | #TXSTARS

HOME
ALL TIMES CENTRAL

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY:              NIGHTS
Bring any H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY:       WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

FRIDAY: BEER &       WINE SPECIALS
Enjoy $3 domestic draft beer or $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAYSATURDAY:                      FAMILY 4-PACK
Bring the family! Get 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $48.

SATURDAY:             LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

GAME NIGHT DEALS!

SATURDAY 02.01
SCEVIOUR MINI BOBBLE HEAD

FRIDAY 02.21
PINK IN THE RINK
Specialty Weekend presented by

SATURDAY 02.22
PINK IN THE RINK

SPECIALTY JERSEY SILENT AUCTION
PINK IN THE RINK T-SHIRT

courtesy of Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

Bring a group of 15 or more to a Texas Stars hockey game and receive a discount on your tickets! Your group may
be eligible for special fan experiences like our Player Fan Tunnel, riding the Zamboni or sitting in the Penalty Box
during warm ups. Birthday Packages are also available to celebrate your special day with the Stars! Need to rent
a private Party Suite? The Stars have you covered for any occasion. For tickets and booking, call 512.GO.STARS! 

HOW DO YOU MAKE THE PERFECT EVENT? ADD ICE!

“I made the decision to have weight 

loss surgery for health reasons, but the 

most profound sense of relief is that  

I feel like I’ve gotten my life back.”

Lourdes

Join us for a seminar on 
Weight Loss Surgery.

Thursday, February 13th  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center 

To register for this FREE seminar, visit stdavidsweightloss.com  
or call 888.868.2104, or 512.478.3627

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your  
health questions 24/7, please call 1-888-868-2104, or 512.478.3627.

 St. Andrew's
Difference

 St. Andrew's
Difference

Inspiring Academics

Expansive Opportunities

Character Development

Involved Faculty

Apply online at
www.sasaustain.org/apply

Follow us! facebook/sasaustin.org

Apply By FeBruAry 1
For 2014-2015 

TheThe
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CITy & COuNTy
News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties Compiled by Peter McCrady, Joe Olivieri and Audrey Spencer

Salamander decision 
could come Feb. 22

Penalties increased in 
transit priority lanes

WIllIamSON COUNty The U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service is scheduled to 
announce its decision Feb. 22 on whether 
to add the Georgetown salamander to 
the federal endangered species list.

A fourth public comment period 
on the possible listing ended Jan. 22. 
The county also has a comprehensive 
conservation plan to offer to USFWS in 
exchange for not listing the salamander. 

The Williamson County Conserva-
tion Foundation has been working with 
USFWS since 2011 to avoid listing the 
salamander.

“The three aspects we’re focused on 
are water quality, water quantity and 
site preservation,” said Valerie Covey, 
Williamson County Precinct 3 commis-
sioner and president of the WCCF board.

aUStIN Council approved an ordi-
nance Jan. 23 that raises the penalty for 
obstructing the transportation prior-
ity lanes that the new MetroRapid bus 
system uses downtown.

Stopping, standing or parking a motor 
vehicle in a priority lane is prohibited, 
and those in violation may be fined $500. 
Before the ordinance, the city’s trans-
portation department could only impose 
a $25 citation for parking, standing or 
stopping in special-use lanes.

Robert Spillar, director for Austin’s 
Transportation Department, said the 
ordinance is a way to assist Capital 
Metro with launching MetroRapid. He 
said the goal is to discourage delivery 
vehicles and other people from parking 
or stopping in those lanes.

austin city council

Meets most thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City hall, 301 w. second st.
512-974-2876 • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis county 
commissioners court
Meets tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca st., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

williamson county 
commissioners court
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 s. Main st., Georgetown
512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

travIS COUNty Commissioners 
Court did not renew its contract with 
Saxet Gun Shows.

Saxet has requested leasing the Travis 
County Exposition Center for gun shows 
in 2014 and 2015 using the same terms as 
in previous years. 

Judge Samuel Biscoe said on Jan. 7 that 
residents voiced concerns that because 
not all gun sales at gun shows require 
background checks, leasing space to gun 
shows was an inappropriate use of county 
facilities.

The county wanted to include new 
terms requiring background checks on 
all gun sales as part of a new contract.   

Biscoe said that because Saxet was not 
receptive to any of the county’s proposed 
new contract terms, he made a motion 
to suspend negotiations until Saxet 
“indicates a willingness to address issues 

raised by the county.” The motion died 
for lack of a second. An alternate motion 
to continue the gun shows also died for 
lack of a second, thereby leaving the 
county without a contract.

The two groups met again later in the 
month. The court revisited the issue on 
Jan. 21, but did not renew the contract. 

Gun show lease not renewed for Expo Center
Travis county proposals

• require all gun show sellers to be 
federal firearms licensees

• require unlicensed sellers to undergo 
federal background check procedures 
for private transfers 

• reduce rent to offset any disadvan-
tages saxet Gun shows may face by 
agreeing to background checks

• try implementing background checks 
during the first gun show of the new 
contract as a pilot project, and then 
possibly renegotiate the terms based 
on the results

source: travis County

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
11:30AM ON THE CW AUSTIN

They write their own songs…
They’re local.

SU
11

Your answer to great skin care in Austin!
All procedures are administered by owner Shannon 
Hicks, a Certifi ed Laser Technician, and supervised 
by Board Certifi ed dermatologists

11671 Jollyville Rd., Ste. 104 • 512-263-4100
www.wellspringsdermaspa.com

You
All pr
Hicks
by Bo

11

• I-Lipo
• Laser Hair Removal
• Photofacial
• Chemical Peels
• Microdermabrasion
• Skin Tightening
• Spider Veins

New client special

1/2 OFF 
your fi rst treatment

Must present coupon. 
Expires Feb. 28, 2014

To  Reg i s te r :  V i s i t  w w w. 2 E d u c a t e U . o r g  o r  c a l l  8 5 5 - 7 0 3 - R O L I  ( 7 6 5 4 )

ADULT EDUCATION

 BABY BOOMER 
RETIREMENT COURSE

THE RULES HAVE CHANGED

An Academic Course Teaching the 
Principles of Conservative Investing

FEBRUARY COURSE 
SCHEDULE
Part 1  Tues. Feb. 11  Thur. Feb. 13
Part 2  Tues. Feb. 18  Thur. Feb. 20
Part 3  Tues. Feb. 25  Thur. Feb. 27

All classes held from 6:30 - 8:30pm at 
St. Edward's University Professional Education
9420 Research Blvd 
Echelon III, Room 106 • Austin, Tx 78759

or

Regi� er online by Feb. 8 and  save $10
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AVERY RANCH CLINIC  
NOW OPEN

You now have local access to one of the nation’s largest 
medical group practices. Scott & White Healthcare’s  
newest clinic at Avery Ranch connects you and your family 
to our growing network of medical experts and specialists. 
Services include family medicine for adults and children, 
women’s health, endocrinology and an on-site laboratory.  
To learn more about our collaborative approach to 
healthcare, visit clinics.sw.org or call 512-310-4700 for  
an appointment.

The Best Minds Working as One.

Julie Kappler, MD
Family Medicine

Daniel Steffy, MD
Family Medicine

Open Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Pa
rm

er
 L

n.

10526 W. Parmer Lane, Building 4 
Austin, TX 78717

Scott & White Healthcare accepts most major insurance plans, including Medicare.

Laura Williams, MD
Endocrinology
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Project Connect unveils final draft 
of transit options in North Corridor
By Amy Denney

The planning team for Project Con-
nect, a regional transit plan, has com-
pleted its final draft map of proposed 
bus and rail service options to serve the 
North Corridor, which extends from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown.

Project Connect is a partnership 
among the city of Austin, Capital 
Metro and regional rail group Lone 
Star Rail District. Its goal is to provide 
high-capacity transit options for Cen-
tral Texas. These options could include 
urban rail, express bus and bus-rapid 
transit such as MetroRapid, which 
Capital Metro launched Jan. 26.

Todd Hemingson, Capital Metro’s 
vice president of strategic planning and 
development, said one of the challenges 
with creating the map was working 
with cities that do not have Capital 
Metro services and working around 
those cities’ transportation plans.

“We brought them in and made 
them feel like it was their plan and not 
Capital Metro’s plan,” he said.

Representatives from Georgetown, 
Round Rock, Hutto, Pflugerville and 
Austin were a part of the North Corri-
dor advisory group that provided input 
into the transit options. Last June, the 
Project Connect team released its three 
alternatives for transit service to these 
cities and has been studying them to 

create the final draft.
The team selected one alternative 

and made a few modifications, such 
as adding an express bus route from 
Georgetown to downtown Austin 
using I-35 in Round Rock, SH 45 N and 
MoPac. The final draft also relocated a 
proposed Park & Ride in Pflugerville to 
the Stone Hill Town Center.

With the final draft complete, 
Hemingson said the Project Connect 
team will work with those cities for 
support in funding parts of the plan.

“We do have cost estimates, but we’re 
in the process of breaking it down to 
have one-on-one discussions to say, 
‘Here’s the game plan for your city with 
an estimated timeline and next steps,’” 
he said.

This spring, the Project Connect 
team will have a panel discussion with 
stakeholders on the final draft, and 
residents will be invited to attend public 
meetings to provide input, which could 
be included in the final map that will be 
approved later in 2014, Hemingson said.

“This is one of the first times we’ve 
done this type of work beyond the tra-
ditional boundaries of Capital Metro,” 
he said. “It’s a great partnership effort 
with Georgetown, Hutto, Pflugerville 
and Round Rock. Collectively, they 
have seen that the need for transit in 
the corridor only continues to grow.”
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New Apple complex on Parmer Lane could be complete by end of 2014 
building official and manager of build-
ing inspections for the city of Austin. 
“You’re looking at anywhere from a 
year to a year and a half from the time 
of start to completion on these [types 
of] projects in general.”

McNabb said two buildings and 
one parking structure have been 
completed since construction began. 
The two office buildings comprise 
about 290,000 square feet, and Apple 
has received temporary occupancy 
certificates for employees to work in 
the buildings until construction on the 
entire campus is finished. 

The city is reviewing Apple’s pro-
posed plans to build four additional 
buildings that total 513,000 square 
feet, McNabb said. Two more park-
ing garages are also included in these 
plans, but these projects have not 
received building permits from the city. 
The site plan for the complex indicates 
Apple could build about 1.13 million 
square feet of parking garage space.

The original site plan for the 
campus included two retail buildings 
with 34,794 total square feet and one 
5,250-square-foot restaurant.

Apple could decide to include retail, 
restaurant or any other space for 
accessory use, as long as it is less than 
10 percent of the total square footage. 
Accessory use space is dedicated for 
people working in or visiting the facil-
ity but not for public use.

Apple announced its plans in March 
2012 to invest $304 million into the 
operations center and hire more than 
3,600 employees. The city of Austin 
approved an $8.6 million economic 
incentive agreement for Apple’s invest-
ment in Austin and hiring the new 
employees by Dec. 31, 2021. Apple will 
also receive $21 million from the state.

By Lyndsey Taylor 
 Construction on Apple Inc.’s 
Americas Operations Center could be 
completed by the end of 2014 or early 
2015, according to city officials.  

Apple’s pedestrian-friendly campus 
is located on 38 acres of land at 5501 

and 5505 Parmer Lane in the Riata 
Vista Office Complex. Construction for 
the operations center began in Sep-
tember 2012 after Apple purchased the 
land in June 2012.

“They’ve moved very fast on this 
project,” said Dan McNabb, deputy 

Construction continues on Apple inc.’s Americas operations Center with two buildings and 
one parking garage complete so far. the center is located at 5501 and 5505 Parmer Lane.
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ROUND ROCK

AUSTIN
512 4588400

Serving Northwest Austin

AW-LandscapeRebate_4.9167 x 12.25_12-09-13-CommImpact.indd   1 12/10/2013   4:35:33 PM

thecomfortstoreonline.com

7301 BURNET RD
SUITE 200N

512-323-6181 Featuring Jobst 
Compression 

Legwear
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Whole Foods opens in The Domain
By Amy Denney

Whole Foods Market opened its fifth 
Austin store Jan. 15 in The Domain, 
making the 63,000-square-foot store, 
located at 11920 Domain Drive, the 
city’s second largest location.

From providing fresh produce to 
decorating the store, Whole Foods 
worked with many Austin businesses, 
such as Johnson’s Backyard Garden 
and Austin Roadhouse Relics, which 
created a wheelbarrow mobile using 
repurposed painted wheelbarrows that 
hang above the front doors. Articulture 
Designs created a living moss and steel 
wall feature located by the escalators.

The new store features products not 
available at any other Whole Foods 
store such as salsa verde–flavored chips 
from Austin-based Paqui Tortillas.

“We focus a lot on our private label,” 
said Rachel Malish, Austin media and 
community relations coordinator for 
Whole Foods. “You’ll see a lot of the 
365 [Everyday Value] items with exclu-
sive flavors. It’s also really a great time 
for vendors to launch new products.”

Other store highlights include:
• more than 45 beers on tap and 

chargrilled oysters at the Draft Shack
• a do-it-yourself sushi and sashimi 

program

• a raw oyster bar where customers 
can purchase oysters by the pound

• 64 square feet of space dedicated to 
bulk food items such as dried peppers

• 80 feet dedicated to beer with local 
options such as Austin Beerworks

• fresh-baked bagels and a cookie of 
the day program

• a full-service cheese case that Mal-
ish said is “a cheese lover’s dream”

• a prepared foods section with 
options for pizza, sushi, sandwiches, 
tacos and ramen where customers may 
try Texas ramen

• Public Domain, an outdoor bar 
serving beer, bratwurst and hot dogs 
in a converted shipping container; the 
outdoor area also features a children’s 
playscape and plaza with gas fire pits

• a coffee bar with Japanese Oji water 
drip machines for cold-brewed coffee

• a juice bar featuring six varieties of 
cold-pressed juices

• a community room where organi-
zations may rent out space for meetings 
or where customers can take yoga or 
cooking classes

Malish said the store is very commu-
nity-focused, and Whole Foods wants 
it to be a place for all of Austin to enjoy.

“It’s a great place to eat and have 
drinks,” she said. “We’re trying to 

make it as inviting as we can.”
Malish said Whole Foods has been 

planning The Domain store for years, 
originally as a relocation for the 
Gateway store located at 9607 Research 
Blvd. After hearing customer feedback, 
Whole Foods officials decided to keep 

the Gateway store open. That location, 
which opened in 1995 and is 34,000 
square feet in size, is closed until late 
February for renovations.

“[Gateway is] a different store experi-
ence,” Malish said. “It really changed 
the game for all of us.”

Austinville center opens on US 183
By Lyndsey Taylor 

Seven years ago when Amy’s Ice 
Creams owners Steve and Amy Sim-
mons decided to build the Austinville 
78750 development on US 183, their 
dream was to make a family-friendly 
hub of locally owned businesses. 

In 2013, iFLY Indoor Skydiving, 
Amy’s Ice Creams, Phil’s Icehouse and 
Baked by Amy’s opened. Baked by 
Amy’s, which opened Dec. 3, special-
izes in making sweets such as truffles, 
cakes, bars, brownies and cookies and 
began offering decorating classes for 
children ages 6–12 in January. 

“The reality is that Northwest Austin 
is finally getting a good dose of the 
iconic Austin businesses that every-
body loves,” Steve Simmons said. 

Since the opening of Phil’s, Amy’s 
and iFLY, business has been booming, 
and a grand opening party for Aust-
inville is scheduled for the beginning 
of March, he said. The entertainment 
and eatery center has attracted many 
employees from the technology sector 
as well as families, he said. 

“It’s a hit, and we don’t even have a 
sign up yet,” Steve Simmons said. “It 
has surpassed a lot of our expectations.”

In 2014, the Simmons family plans 

to expand their brand with a business 
education program that they have been 
developing for about four years. The 
program, deemed Amy’s Edu, focuses 
on teaching good practices to business 
owners.

The couple purchased a building on 
Anderson Lane to use for the program’s 
classes, Steve Simmons said. Education 
classes could be officially introduced in 
2015 and will be open to anyone.

Adjacent to the property, Steve Sim-
mons is helping to develop a second 
phase of Austinville 78750. That center 
is being renovated and will be home to 
four new tenants that are expected to 
open later in the year. The Simmonses 
worked with the new tenants to ensure 
that their companies will thrive. 

“Even though it is two separate land 
owners, we want them to be successful 
because of us and us to be successful 
because of them,” Steve Simmons said.

The new businesses are Papalote 
Taco House, women’s clothing store 
Strut, the Soup Peddler and retail store 
Tejas Running and Trails.

“The whole concept of Austinville is 
that this is a community and these are 
local businesses,” Steve Simmons said. 
“We kind of have it all here.”
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in the prepared foods section, customers can buy pizza, sandwiches, ramen and sushi. 
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the second floor has ample seating. the store has a full-service cheese counter.

After years of planning, steve and Amy simmons opened the Austinville 78750 center 
in 2013. New businesses include iFLy indoor skydiving, Amy’s ice Creams, Phil’s 
icehouse and Baked by Amy’s, a new concept created by the simmonses.

the store sells sweets such as cupcakes, 
truffles, cakes, brownies and cookies.

Baked by Amy’s opened Dec. 3 and is a 
new concept for Amy’s ice Creams owners.
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Rapid Buses, 
Regional Trains, 
Urban Rail.
Now we’re getting 
somewhere.

Project Connect is the vision for a Central Texas high-capacity 
transit system that links the places we live, work, learn and play. 
Get informed, get involved and let’s get moving!

METRO-0451A_CommImpactAd_10X6n04_V2.indd   1 12/13/13   12:43 PM
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last year these businesses had 
opened, were coming soon or 
relocated. here are updates on 
how they are doing now.
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David Beseda and russel Moore opened a 
second location of Palms Car wash in April. 

Brendan Puthoff (left) and Kaleb smith 
specialize in brined chicken at Mighty Bird.

sally Parks left her marketing career to 
open her own nail salon in the trails at 620.

ryan Glenn torches the Pacifica, which 
includes rum, ginger and smoked sea salt.

Kristen Genchur opened heart & sole 
Massage in 2010 and hired staff in 2012.

Since the second location of Palms 
Car Wash opened April 27, owners 
David Beseda and Russel Moore have 
been branding their business with a 
new mascot and sponsoring commu-
nity events in Northwest Austin. 

The business has sponsored events 
for Cypress Elementary School’s Win-
ter Wonderland Carnival and Ander-
son Mill Limited District’s Fourth of 
July to become part of the community, 
General Manager John Pinson said.

Palms Car Wash also designed a new 
mascot named Soft Foam Jerome to 
build the brand and inform customers 
about the company’s soft-foam technol-
ogy, which is gentler on vehicles.

“I think we have a really good recep-
tion from the community,” Beseda 
said. “People seem to be pleased with 
what we are doing.”

At the Northwest Austin location, 
the car wash uses a system to recycle its 
water for the car wash, a business prac-
tice Beseda considers to be important 
during the drought. 

“They are costly systems and take 
a lot to maintain, but especially with 
what Austin is going through … 
with water issues, we felt it was really 
important for us to do what we could,” 
Beseda said. 

Customer demand is what led to the 
opening of the second car wash.

“I always felt like at some point we 
needed to go north,” Beseda said. “We 
should have done it a long time ago.”

Palms Car Wash offers waxing, car-
pet shampooing, seat cleaning and free 
interior vacuuming. Beseda and Moore 
also have a location on Brodie Lane in 
South Austin.

Since opening its first location in 
October, fast-casual restaurant Mighty 
Bird has opened a second North Austin 
location and earned the No. 2 spot on 
CultureMap Austin’s 5 Best Food Bets 
for ACL in 2013. 

Owners Brendan Puthoff and Kaleb 
Smith opened Mighty Bird on Research 
Boulevard near Duval Road in Octo-
ber. The Anderson Lane location 
opened Jan. 13 and has capacity to seat 
about 40 people indoors, Puthoff said.

The restaurant specializes in brined 
rotisserie chicken tacos, homemade 
tortillas and hatch green chile queso. 
Mighty Bird also offers wraps, salads 
and sides.

A frequent customer favorite is The 
Road Trip, a taco topped with chicken, 
avocado, cheese and house-made 
Mighty Sauce similar to a Sriracha aioli 
on a corn tortilla, Puthoff said. The 
restaurant’s specialty is moist chicken 
soaked in a homemade brine—a 
mixture of water, salt and spices—and 
slow-roasted in a fire rotisserie, he said. 

One of the restaurant’s signature 
cooking techniques is pulling the 
chicken from the bone right before it is 
made into a taco to retain moisture.

“Business has been unbelievable. 
We’ve been very fortunate,” Puthoff 
said. “The reception has been fantastic. 
We are getting a lot of walk-in and 
drive-by business that see we’re open 
and want to try something new.”

Puthoff said the bird business has 
been busy catering for Apple Inc., the 
Austin Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce and other organizations.

In 2014, Puthoff and Smith plan on 
participating in community events 
such as the Austin Food & Wine Festi-
val and the Zilker Kite Festival.

After consistently visiting nail salons 
for years, Sally Parks decided to make 
the switch from a marketing career to 
owner of Plum Natural Nail Spa.

With a lot of research and a little 
help from SCORE, a small-business 
mentoring association, Parks opened 
the nail salon Sept. 19 in the Trails at 
620 development. She offers manicures, 
pedicures, waxing, facials, and eyelash 
and eyebrow tinting. She is considering 
adding a private room for parties.

Parks said she is selective of the 
organic and natural products she uses 
in her business and researched Green 
Envee and Bella Luccè before choosing 
their products for her business.

“The reception has been great,” she 
said. “We only do natural nails, and a 
lot of people said ‘We’ve been waiting 
for something like this.’”

At Somersault Innovative Cocktails, 
patrons can choose edible or liquid 
cocktails to satisfy their palates. 

The speakeasy-like hangout special-
izes in creative and classic cocktails 
with a twist, where bartenders serve 
pyrotechnic beverages with foams, 
jams, sorbets or molecular caviar. 

“We wanted to bring something out 
here that was unique and creative,” 
Mixologist and Beverage Manager 
Ryan Glenn said. “It’s very interesting 
and keeps people on their toes.”

Jeff and Darren Vandelden and 
Greg Bodle, who own The Park at the 
Domain, opened the bar in May.

In 2014, Glenn said she hopes to 
introduce more variety in the bar’s 
absinthe selection and possibly add a 
weekly music night.

Kristen Genchur has had to relocate 
her business, Heart & Sole Massage, 
to a larger suite five times in the Lake 
Creek Office Park to accommodate her 
growing client list.

“We see a lot of ‘tech neck’ in people 
who have aches and pains associated 
with sitting at a desk all day,” she said.

Genchur got into the massage busi-
ness after being on her feet all day while 
working for Norwegian Cruise Line. 
Getting regular massages allowed her to 
keep doing what she loved, and that is 
what she aims to do for her clients. She 
focuses on affordable prices and educat-
ing clients on maintaining results.

“We want alternative medicine and 
massage to be accessible to everyone,” 
Genchur said.

She is also looking to further expand 
her business in 2014.

Palms Car Wash 

Plum Natural Nail Spa

Somersault

Heart & Sole Massage

Mighty Bird

Pond springs rd.
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13691 N. us 183 
512-730-1818 
www.palmscarwash.com 
hours: 8 a.m.—6 p.m. daily

12200 research Blvd., ste. 400 
512-323-2473 
2900 w. Anderson Lane, ste. 14  
512-454-2473 
www.mightybird.com 
twitter: @cravethebird 
hours: Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
sat. 8 a.m.–8 p.m., sun. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

8300 N. rM 620, Bldg. D, ste. 300 
512-291-3147 
www.plumspaaustin.com 
twitter: @plumnails 
hours: Mon.–sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
closed sun.

 
11601 Domain Drive, ste. 200 
www.facebook.com/somersaultcocktails 
hours: wed.–sat. 6 p.m.–2 a.m.

13740 research Blvd., ste. N-8 
512-506-9775 
www.heartandsolemassage.com 
twitter: @heartsoleaustin 
hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., closed sun.

Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor
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part of a club
why join a gym when you can be

www.facebook.com/TITLENorthAustin  
TITLEBoxingClub.com

Two Locations Now Open!

FIRST SHOT FREE 
HIT IT HARD 
WITH ONE 
COMPLIMENTARY WORKOUT. 
MUST PRESENT COUPON. LIMIT ONE OFFER PER 

PERSON. FIRST VISIT ONLY.

FREE 
TITLE BOXING 
T-SHIRT 
WITH ENROLLMENT. 
MUST PRESENT COUPON. LIMIT ONE 

OFFER PER PERSON.

1401 S IH 35 
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-351-6524

13945 US 183 (at Lakeline Mall Blvd.)

Austin, TX 78717
512-200-4911

As Lakeway’s only 55+ active-adult resort community, Tuscan Village 
was designed with your plans in mind. Our carefully crafted villas and 
townhomes provide the perfect home base for your loved ones to walk, 
shop, work, play, learn, swim, boat, gather, dine, dance and have the time 
of their lives  —  all closer to you in the heart of Austin’s best playground.

Call now to preview available homes and tour our soon-to-open model home  
and clubhouse. Future townhomes are filling up fast  — reserve yours today! 

Homes from the $260s for Adults 55+ 
(512) 327-1200 | TuscanVillage.com

Exclusively marketed by Legacy International Resort Properties. Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits of  value, if  any, of  this property.

MAKE  FAMILY  TIME 

ANYTIME

®
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“A huge change in our local government is upon us, and soon we will 
be electing an entirely new City Council from newly drawn districts. This 
presents big opportunities, and I’m hopeful that the transition will go 
smoothly in 2014 and beyond.”

Lee Leffingwell,
Austin mayor

Austin City Council
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the 2013–14 Austin City Council, from left: Mayor Pro tem sheryl Cole, Councilman Bill 
spelman, Councilwoman Laura Morrison, Mayor Lee Leffingwell, Councilwoman Kathie 
tovo, Councilman Chris riley and Councilman Mike Martinez

Meetings
Austin City Council meets 
most thursdays at 10 a.m.

Austin City hall 
301 w. second st. 
512-947-2497 
www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Top issues for 2014
 
innovation zone

the promise of a new medical school and 
teaching hospital sparked development 
ideas around a potential innovation Zone. 
the innovation Zone Advisory Group will 
be meeting throughout the year in order to 
put plans in place to support this develop-
ment.

urban rail

As many city and community members look 
to address Austin’s growth and increas-
ing congestion, Project Connect’s initial 
urban rail corridor recommendation was 
approved by City Council in 2013. the final 
route could be presented to City Council 
in June, and a possible bond election to 
gather funds for the initiative could come in 
November.

single-member districts 

the city will see a fundamental change in 
its governance structure after the expanded 
City Council created from single-member 
districts is elected into office. this is the 
first time council members will be elected 
from districts, and many of the council 
members will be new. the district boundar-
ies were created in November.

continued affordability 

even with the passage of a new affordable 
housing bond in 2013, keeping the city 
an affordable place for residents to live 
remains a priority. some possible ways 
the council could address this reoccurring 
issue include funding changes and policy 
changes such as homestead exemptions.

Big decisions made in 2013 
 
lowering the property tax rate

in september, Austin City Council approved 
a budget and property tax rate for fiscal 
year 2013–14. Members were able to lower 
the tax rate from the previous fiscal year by 
0.02 cents to 50.27 cents per $100 of valu-
ation. the total approved budget is about 
$3.3 billion.

affordable housing

Austin residents were asked in November 
to again cast their vote on an affordable 
housing bond of about $65 million. voters 
approved the measure with 60.38 percent 
voting in favor of the bond. the funding 
may support rental housing development, 
home ownership and home repair pro-
grams.

austin energy governance

the question of how Austin energy, the 
city’s electric utility, should be governed 
was resolved in May when council mem-
bers decided to leave the governance with 
City Council rather than an independent 
board. Council also approved the creation 
of a council subcommittee to give oversight 
and policy recommendations on Austin 
energy.

Permanent commission on seniors

Austin is a popular city with a steady growth 
in population from many different demo-
graphic groups, including seniors. to help 
meet the needs of this population, the task 
Force on Aging was formed in 2012, and the 
group made a recommendation to establish 
a permanent commission on seniors. the 
commission was established in september 
2013.

TV coverage
Meetings are televised 
live on cable Channel 6 
and streamed online at 
www.austintexas.gov/
department/channel-6.

Terms and  
compensation
the mayor and council may 
serve two four-year terms. 
Compensation is $66,955 
for most council members 
and $78,853 for the mayor. 
in November the council 
will expand to include 10 
members plus the mayor.
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The elecTricity
is here.

www.pluginaustin.com // A City of Austin Program
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AFP: Changing the Landscape of Austin

F E B • 1 2 • 2 0 1 4

AFP

w w w . a f p a u s t i n . o r g

design by www.sybi ls la te.com

Carolyn & Marc Seriff
Outstanding Philanthropists

RGK Foundation
Outstanding Philanthropic Foundation/Organization

IBM
Outstanding Large Philanthropic Corporation 

Cook-Walden Funeral Homes &  
Cemeteries
Outstanding Small/Medium Philanthropic  
Corporation 

Amber Carden
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser

Alyssa Epstein
Kelly Davidson Memorial  
Outstanding Philanthropic Youth

Kristi Katz Gordy, CFRE
Outstanding Fundraising Professional

Chris Collier
Special Recognition

Come Celebrate, 
Congratulate & Meet Austin’s 

Most Giving Hearts.

Congratulations Honorees!

Trusted care.

Cedar Park Physician Associates is pleased to announce a convenient new office location 

in Northwest Austin for internal medicine physician Kristin C. Bell, M.D. Dr. Bell specializes 

in caring for patients from adolescence through senior adulthood. She is accepting 

new patients and most insurance plans. Same-day appointments may be available.  

Call 512-219-0670 to schedule an appointment.

Member of the Medical Staff at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

11521 FM 620, Bldg. C, Suite 800 • Austin, TX 78726
512-219-0670 • CedarParkPhysicians.com

KRISTIN C. BELL, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

74072_CEDA_Bell_10x6_04c.indd   1 1/9/14   9:43 AM
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Williamson County Commissioners Court

Travis County Commissioners Court
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the williamson County Commissioners Court, from left: Lisa Birkman, Cynthia Long, 
Judge Dan Gattis, valerie Covey and ron Morrison

the travis County Commissioners Court, from left: Margaret Gomez, Gerald Daugherty, 
Judge samuel Biscoe, Bruce todd and ron Davis

Meetings
the court meets at 9:30 
a.m. every tuesday. 
williamson County 
Courthouse, 710 s. Main 
st., Georgetown 
512-943-1550 
www.wilco.org

Meetings
the court meets tuesdays 
at 9 a.m. 

travis County 
Administration Building, 
700 Lavaca st., Austin 
512-845-9020 
www.co.travis.tx.us

Top issues for 2014
road construction
County Judge Dan Gattis said connectivity 
between cities would be a focus in 2014. 
North-south corridors, such as Bagdad 
road in Leander and Cedar Park, and 
east-west corridors, such as university 
Boulevard through round rock, will 
be considered for improvements and 
expansions. Planning for a hwy. 29 bypass 
through Georgetown will also continue. 

Medical examiner
County officials continue to study 
the viability of establishing a medical 
examiner’s office in williamson County. in 
December, Gattis commissioned edward 
sherwood, vice dean of the College of 
Medicine at texas A&M health science 
Center in round rock, to study how 
the county’s autopsy process could be 
improved. sherwood’s findings should be 
presented in court at a March meeting.

Taylor events center 
A $40 million parks bond passed in 
November included $10 million to design 
an events center to be located in taylor. 
Planning and designing for the project 
could begin this year. 

Top issues for 2014
Transportation
transportation will continue to be a hot 
topic, commissioners Gerald Daugherty 
and Margaret Gomez said. the county 
will complete road projects that voters 
have already approved and participate in 
regional transportation planning, Judge 
samuel Biscoe said.  

courthouse development

the county will work with urs to complete 
planning and design and determine the 
project’s budget. it will also work on 
explaining the project to voters for an 
anticipated bond election, Biscoe said.

Taxation 
the county must balance paying for 
services, such as criminal justice, and 
keeping taxes consistent, Biscoe said. 
Commissioner Bruce todd said the county 
must become more efficient in how it 
spends taxpayer dollars.  

affordability

Affordability will remain an issue in 2014, 
Gomez said. Leaders have tried to address 
affordability by keeping tax rates low and 
by promoting job creation and workforce 
training.  

Big decisions made in 2013
Parking garage
After two years of damage assessment 
and bid applications, county commission-
ers approved a contract with restek inc., a 
concrete restoration company in Austin, to 
repair foundation issues in the williamson 
County Justice Center parking garage. the 
$570,495 project is slated to begin in April.

bond election  
Commissioners established a bond advi-
sory committee in April to assess the needs 
of cities within williamson County and de-
termine the need for a bond election. Fol-
lowing the committee’s recommendation, 
the county proposed a $275 million road 
bond and $40 million parks bond election, 
which voters approved Nov. 5. 

opening of esoc  
on oct. 11, the county’s emergency 
services operation Center opened at 911 
tracy Chambers Lane in Georgetown. the 
$12 million building provides office space 
for emergency management and hazard-
ous materials teams, sheriff’s deputies and 
the williamson County and Cities health 
District’s emergency management division. 

Big decisions made in 2013
civil and family courthouse 
in 2013, the Commissioners Court debated 
various construction formats and settled 
on a design-build format, looked for cost 
savings and hired firm urs Corp.  
to manage the construction project.  
the project is estimated to cost $284 
million to build, or $312.86 million when 
operational costs are added.

national instruments incentive
travis County leaders approved an 
economic development agreement with 
National instruments. the company 
plans to create 1,000 jobs and build a 
300,000-square-foot facility along North 
MoPac. the county approved giving the 
company grants equivalent to up to  
43 percent of the company’s property taxes 
during a 10-year period in exchange for 
meeting investment and job-creation goals. 

response to halloween floods 
travis County held meetings and received 
applications as part of its floodplain 
property buyout program. Commissioners 
discussed helping residents remove debris 
from private property and giving affected 
county employees leave with pay. 

Recordings
the minutes, which list 
details of previous court 
meetings, are available at 
www.wilco.org.

TV coverage
Meetings are televised live 
on time warner Cable on 
Channel 17 on tuesdays 
and rerun on wednesdays, 
saturdays and sundays.

Terms and  
compensation
the county judge and four 
county commissioners 
serve four-year terms. each 
commissioner receives 
$89,508 per year, and the 
county judge’s annual 
salary is $109,923.12.

Terms and  
compensation
Court members serve four-
year terms. the judge’s 
base pay is $118,373. the 
commissioners’ base pay 
is $98,463. Bruce todd 
requested a $1 base pay, 
and Gerald Daugherty 
requested $90,109.

ON EXHIBIT THROUGH MARCH 23, 2014

EXTREMELY  
WILD

THEBIGGEST,SMALLEST,
MOST AMAZING

MAMMALS OF ALL TIME.
1800 North Congress Ave.
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Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

      Are you
uninsured?

Learn about 
affordable health 
insurance options. 

You can get free in-person help  
with a trained professional.   
Sign up for a plan that fits you,  
your family and your budget.

Where:    6800 Westgate Blvd., Suite 110
                        Austin, TX   78745
When:      Mon - Fri,   8am -8pm
                        Sat,  10am-6pm
       Contact us at  512-534-0802

HealthCare.gov

Texas Realty

 When the most respected brand in the world, Berkshire Hathaway, puts its name on a real estate sign, that’s a good sign for the  

market and a great sign for you. Prudential Texas Realty is proud to join them as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Texas Realty.

Find experienced, knowledgeable sales professionals at BHHStxrealty.com. Good to know.™

The market is changing. And so is our name.
 When the most respected brand in the world, Berkshire Hathaway, puts its name on a real estate sign, that’s a good sign for the  

market and a great sign for you. Prudential Texas Realty is proud to join them as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Texas Realty.

Find experienced, knowledgeable sales professionals at BHHStxrealty.com. Good to know.™

The market is changing. And so is our name.

Texas Realty

© 2013 BHH A�  liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices brokerage services are o� ered through the network member 
franchisees of BHH A�  liates, LLC. Most franchisees are independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
and the  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America®, Inc. Prudential 
Real Estate brokerage services are o� ered through the independently owned and operated network of broker member fran-
chisees of BRER A�  liates LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of Prudential 
Financial, Inc. and its related entities, used under license with no other a�  liation with Prudential. Information not verifi ed or 
guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.

3303 Northland Dr. Suite 100
Austin, TX 78731

(512) 483-6000  
www.BHHSTxRealty.com



Northwest Austin Edition • January 2014 the January issue  21

Central Texas agency coordinates 
regional transportation planning
By Amy Denney 

Planning for transportation projects 
that are regionally significant or use 
state and federal dollars takes coordi-
nation throughout many jurisdictions.

That’s where the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion provides assistance. CAMPO 
and other MPOs—there are 25 in 
Texas—are federally mandated to 
provide this kind of coordination and 
to create long-term regional plans that 
set transportation visions, CAMPO 
Director Maureen McCoy said.

CAMPO is governed by its policy 
board, which includes representatives 
from cities and counties in CAMPO’s 
six-county region in Central Texas: 
Bastrop, Burnet, Caldwell, Hays, Tra-
vis and Williamson counties.

Regional planning
Every five years, federal law requires 

CAMPO to approve a long-range plan. 
The agency is working on its 2040 
plan that will be approved by May 
2015. The plan includes transportation 
and transit projects that are regionally 
significant, meaning the project would 
serve regional transportation needs 
such as MoPac, I-35, Capital Metro’s 
MetroRail and MetroRapid, RM 1431 
in Cedar Park and RM 1460 between 
Georgetown and Round Rock.

“When you look at the planning for 
major regional arterials, that’s where 
CAMPO comes into play,” said Travis 
County Judge Sam Biscoe, who has 
served on CAMPO’s policy board for 
14 years.

McCoy said CAMPO asks each 
member jurisdiction, including 
Capital Metro, Lone Star Rail District, 
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion and the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority, to submit a list of 
projects for which they plan to have 
funding available for in 2040.

of funding and selecting projects, 
McCoy said it can be confusing.

“There seems to be so many 
nuances,” she said. “I think the public 
should know, and they should under-
stand how complex [the process] is 
and yet in spite of all that we really 
want to hear from them.”

Public involvement
The CAMPO 2040 plan includes a 

program that gives residents an oppor-
tunity to weigh in on the plan. McCoy 
said CAMPO has been meeting with 
residents to ask what challenges they 
see in their communities. Residents 
may also submit ideas to  
the organization’s website,  
www.campotexas.org.

Conley said Hays County reaches 
out for public input through news 

Williamson County Commissioner 
Cynthia Long, who sits on CAMPO’s 
policy board, said the long-range plan 
helps set the direction of what projects 
will be prioritized and ensures local 
jurisdictions are respected during the 
planning process.

“What might be the right thing in 
Austin might not be the right thing 
in Cedar Park, Georgetown or Round 
Rock,” she said. “We need to make sure 
everyone is engaged in the process.”

Funding 
CAMPO also has a say in selecting 

projects for its plan that use federal 
and state dollars made available 
through TxDOT. 

Hays County Commissioner Will 
Conley, who serves as CAMPO’s pol-
icy board chairman, said the county 
has focused on getting projects shovel-
ready when CAMPO solicits projects 
that could be federally funded.

“Our county has been very aggres-
sive in preparing projects,” he said. 
“It’s one of the biggest reasons we’ve 
been so successful in landing state and 
federal dollars.”

Biscoe said Travis County has not 
been as aggressive in securing projects 
as Hays and Williamson counties.

“Unlike smaller counties, we have 
not spent money doing design work, 
right of way acquisition or environ-
mental work on major projects,” he 
said. “State and federal money is spent 
on shovel-ready projects. That’s a hefty 
investment up front.”

Long said local jurisdictions have to 
be wise in choosing projects to submit 
to CAMPO to ensure the local fund-
ing match will not be burdensome.

“CAMPO ... needs to be sensitive to 
the fact that local jurisdictions have 
[funding] plans in place,” she said.

Because so many transportation 
agencies are involved in the process 

releases, social media and email lists. 
“It’s important [residents] take 

those plans and let us know what will 
be the best path forward, whether that 
be rail, roads or transit or a combina-
tion of any of the above,” he said.

McCoy said it is important to hear 
from residents in all six counties 
regarding its 2040 plan because differ-
ent communities have different priori-
ties related to transportation.

“The document itself should reflect 
what the aspiration of the community 
is,” McCoy said. “We’re just the ones 
that are interpreting that, but if we 
don’t hear from the public, then we 
can only go on what we hear.”

GrOWING 
fooTpriNT
when it was founded in the 1970s, 
CAMPo’s primary focus was in and 
around the city of Austin. since then, 
the organization’s area of study has 
grown to include all of Bastrop, Burnet, 
Caldwell, hays, travis and williamson 
counties—an area that includes more 
than 1.75 million residents. 

caMPo FAst FACts

What is next: 
the CAMPo board is soliciting input 
from elected officials, transportation 
planners and other regional stakehold-
ers as well as residents as it develops 
the CAMPo 2040 regional transpor-
tation Plan. the plan will receive final 
approval by May 2015. 

What it does: 
CAMPo officials work to develop long-
range regional transportation plans 
or plans that utilize federal and state 
funding. Projects include commuter 
rail, busing, toll roads and highways.

What it is: 
the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
organization is a federally mandated 
transportation planning board con-
sisting of city and county representa-
tives from six Central texas counties, 
as well transportation officials from 
Capital Metro, the texas Department of 
transportation, Lone star rail and other 
organizations.

How it operates: 
the 20 voting members of the CAMPo 
transportation Policy board meet 
monthly in Austin to discuss short- and 
long-term regional transportation plans. 

ToTal caMPo  
reGion PoPulaTion  

1,759,000BuRNeT

WILLIAMSON

TRAvIS

CALDWeLL

HAyS
BASTROP
74,000

43,000

38,000

157,000

1,024,000

423,000

Austin

2010 
population 
by county

source: Capital Area Metropolitan Planning organization
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12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989
www.capitalcityor tho.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT
Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:

• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of  hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Evaluation and treatment of  joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Alternative and complementary treatments for painful arthritis

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained 

in Joint Replacement
Board Certified in 

Orthopaedic Surgery



22  the January issue22  the January issue

AirPort uPDAte

Four Central texas airports are wrapping 
up construction projects in 2014 or 
preparing for future expansion.

1  
austin-bergstrom  

      international airport
spokesman Jason Zielinski said an 
expansion on the east side of the terminal 
is already underway to add 10 security 
checkpoint lanes and expand customs.

Projects expected to begin in 2014 
include a seven-gate expansion to the 
east end of the terminal. December 
estimates for the project were between 
$120 million and $140 million, he said.

Airport car rental businesses will move 

operations to a new consolidated rental 
car facility that opens in 2015. the project 
will cost $150 million. 

2  san Marcos Municipal airport
the city airport saw an influx of users 
because of the Formula one race in 
November. Airport Manager stephen 
Alexander said the municipal facility 
rehabilitated a taxiway and developed the 
north side of the airport in 2013. the two 
projects together cost $4.6 million.

in 2014, the airport will reconstruct one of 
its three 5,300-foot runways, he said. the 
project will cost almost $5 million and is 
part of routine pavement maintenance. 

3  Georgetown Municipal airport
transportation services Director ed 
Polasek said the airport added two full-
time positions in 2013 to allow the airport 
manager to focus on airport development 
and maintenance matters.

the airport is preparing to replace 
lighting along the main runway to meet 
current standards. the lighting project 
is expected to go to bid in early spring 
and will take three to four months to 
complete, Polasek said. the city is also 
in the process of acquiring right of way 
to remove trees and vegetation from 
around the runway to create a clear 
zone as required by the Federal Aviation 

Administration. Polasek said that project 
also would go out for bids in the spring. 

4  austin executive airport
Located in Pflugerville, the airport 
reported increased use during F1, 
executive Director Andy Perry said. 
the airport also opened its second 
24,000-square-foot hangar in two years 
in 2013. the $1.4 million project increased 
the airport’s capacity by 10–20 planes, 
depending on aircraft size, he said.

in 2014, airport planners will continue to 
assess future development and could 
consider building more hangars as 
growth continues.

Compiled by Amy Denney, JP Eichmiller,  
Audrey Spencer and Beth Wade

this transportation update includes projects 
that have regional significance or that could 
provide much-needed mobility in the austin 
metro area. regionally significant projects must 
be included in the long-range plan for the capital 
area metropolitan planning organization, which 
coordinates transportation planning efforts in six 
central texas counties. see page 21 for more 
information.
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ProJeCt CoNNeCtBuses

1  Metrorail (redline)
in september, Capital Metro announced 
it had received an $11.3 million federal 
grant to improve its commuter rail line. 
improvements could include allowing 
for increased Metrorail speed and train 
frequency and increasing freight train 
capacity. Capital Metro staffers are still 
determining what projects will be funded.

lone star rail
the Lone star rail District board of 
directors approved a draft contract with 
engineering firm Burns & McDonnell 
to begin the environmental study for 
the planned passenger rail system 

that would stretch from Georgetown to 
san Antonio. rail Manager Joe Black 
said he expects the contract to be 
completed and the study to begin in the 
first quarter of 2014.

urban rail
As part of the Project Connect 
regional transit plan, the Central 
Corridor Advisory Group is assisting 
Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell in 
deciding on a route for urban rail or 
other high-capacity transit to serve 
downtown Austin and up to highland 
Mall and to east riverside Drive. 
in June, the CCAG will present its 
preferred route.

the regional transit plan is designed 
to improve mobility in Central texas. 
Project Connect launched in February 
2013 and is spearheaded by the city 
of Austin, Capital Metro and the Lone 
star rail District, which is planning a 
regional passenger rail line from san 
Antonio to Georgetown.

Project Connect will include a variety 
of transit options, such as bus-rapid 
transit, express buses, urban rail, 
commuter rail and regional rail.

the project is broken into five different 
priority corridors. the top priority is 
the North Corridor that stretches from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown. the 

North Corridor team reviewed three 
project alternatives in 2013 and will 
present the locally preferred alternative 
to residents in early 2014. the team 
is reaching out to staff and elected 
officials in Austin, Georgetown, hutto, 
Pflugerville and round rock for 
support and participation.

the Central Corridor Advisory Group is 
assisting Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
to select the route for the next high-
capacity transit investment that could 
include urban rail. the group will 
present its preferred route in June. 
A bond package could be brought 
before voters in November 2014.

1  i-35
the texas Department of 
transportation has implemented the 
Capital Area improvement Program 
that will improve mobility and 
connectivity on i-35 in hays, travis 
and williamson counties.

in August, txDot released its corridor 
implementation plan that identifies 
short-, mid- and long-term strategies 
for i-35 between sh 45 N and sh 
45 se in travis County. the plan 
outlines improvements at specified 
intersections and the addition of the 
Future transportation Corridor that 

could be general-purpose, managed 
or express lanes, or another type of 
special-use lane. 
www.mobility35.org

2  y at oak hill
the environmental impact statement 
study launched in october 2012 to 
examine the intersection of hwy. 290 
and hwy. 71. Community meetings are 
ongoing and will continue throughout 
the life of the study, which is expected 
to be completed in 2016. the cost of 
the project is not yet known. 
www.oakhillparkway.com

1  Metrorapid
Capital Metro’s bus-rapid transit 
system launches Jan. 26 on North 
Lamar Boulevard and south Congress 
Avenue. the second line launches in 
summer 2014 on Burnet road and 
south Lamar. During peak hours, the 
buses will stop every 10–12 minutes. 
the $47.6 million project was funded 
partly by a $38 million federal grant.

carTs
the Capital Area rural transportation 
system offers an interurban bus service 
among many Central texas cities. 
in January, a stop will be added at 

seton Medical Center hays in Kyle. An 
additional route between texas state 
university’s round rock and san 
Marcos campuses will also be added 
in 2014.

routing buses off congress ave.
Capital Metro is relocating bus routes 
from Congress Avenue to Lavaca 
and Guadalupe streets starting in 
January to allow buses to move more 
efficiently through downtown Austin. 
the relocation will allow riders to make 
transfers more easily by limiting the 
number of stops. routes 7, 17 and 20 
will be relocated in January with the 
remaining routes moving in the summer.

the Central texas regional Mobility Authority is an independent agency that oversees 
several toll road projects in the region—including those seen below—and coordinates 
with other transportation agencies, including the texas Department of transportation.

1  Manor expressway
the first 1.5 miles opened in late 2012 
from us 183 to just east of springdale 
road. the total 6.2-mile project will add 
three tolled lanes in each direction from 
us 183 to Parmer Lane east of sh 130 
with three nontolled frontage road lanes 
each way. www.manorexpressway.com

Timeline: spring 2014 full completion 
Cost: $426 million

2  MoPac improvement Project
Construction began in December on 
the 11-mile project that stretches from 
Parmer Lane to just north of Lady Bird 
Lake. the project will add one toll lane 
in each direction. tolls will be adjusted 
based on real-time traffic volumes and 
will increase when traffic is heavier. 
www.mopacexpress.com

Timeline: Late 2015 full completion 
Cost: $200 million

3  MoPac south
the Mobility Authority began an 
environmental study in 2013 on MoPac 
from Lady Bird Lake to slaughter Lane. 
options for improving mobility include 
adding express toll lanes. Community 
meetings are underway and will continue 
throughout the study. 
www.mopacsouth.com

Timeline: study to be complete by 2016 
Cost: Not known

4  hwy. 71
txDot plans to add one toll lane in 
each direction on hwy. 71 between 
Presidential Boulevard, which is the 
main entrance to Austin-Bergstrom 
international Airport, and sh 130. it also 
plans to build a bridge over sh 130 with 
ramps connecting the toll lanes and sh 
130. www.sh71express.com

Timeline: Late 2016 full completion 
Cost: $141 million

5  sh 45 n and loop 1
Phase 2 of the o’Connor Drive extension/
toll interchange project resumed in April 
after a brief delay. this phase is designed 
to alleviate traffic on rM 620 by adding 
new connections to sh 45 N, Loop 1 
and McNeil road via o’Connor Drive. 
the joint txDot and williamson County 
project includes adding a bridge over 
sh 45 N, entrance and exit ramps and 
frontage roads.

Timeline: April 2014 full completion 
Cost: $31 million

6  sh 45 sw
txDot has initiated an environmental 
study to improve mobility in southern 

travis and northern hays counties in 
an area between MoPac and FM 1626. 
Community meetings are underway and 
will continue throughout 2014.

Timeline: study to be complete in 2015 
Cost: Not known

7  bergstrom expressway
An environmental study is underway to 
consider adding six tolled lanes on the 7 
miles between hwy. 290 and hwy. 71 or 
not building a tollway at all. 
www.bergstromexpressway.com

Timeline: study to be complete in 2015 
Cost: estimated at $750 million

8  us 183 north
An environmental study began in 2013 
to consider adding one or more express 
toll lanes on us 183 in the grassy median 
from MoPac to sh 45 N. the Mobility 
Authority expects to host community 
open house meetings in early 2014.

Timeline: study to be complete in 2016 
Cost: Not known
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The first phase of the Manor Expressway opened in December 2012, including this flyover at 
US 183. The entire 6.2-mile project between US 183 and SH 130 will open in spring 2014.
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1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

F I G H T
CANCER

Carmen wanted her family nearby during her cancer treatment. With the comprehensive care offered at Texas Oncology, she had everything she needed under one 

roof, so she could stay in town and easily have her loved ones come by to support her. “My son came on his lunch hour while I was in chemo, and my friends took 

turns sitting with me. It was so instrumental in keeping me going.” Six years later, Carmen feels great and looks forward to her future.

“I worked as a medical technologist for 25 years, and I knew 

that Texas Oncology’s experience was the best.” 

Carmen Colburn, colon cancer patient

Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

Featuring:
Rick 
Bayless

Richard 
Blais

David 
Bull

Tyson 
Cole

Graham 
Elliot

Mike 
Lata

Tim 
Love

Georgia 
Pellegrini

Monica 
Pope

Paul 
Qui

Kent 
Rathbun

Ming 
Tsai

Andrew 
Zimmern

and many more!

buy tickets at austinfoodwine.com

LEARN

TASTE EXPERIENCE
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Le Studio
fitness facility plans for expansion by 2016

Cupprimo
Cupcakery focuses on gluten-free treats for 2014

O nly one year into business, 
Abel Sanchez and Pedro Her-
nandez are already planning 

to expand their business, Le Studio.
In 2014, the owners—includ-

ing their other business partner 
Su Klein—would like to reach 300 
members for their fitness and dance 
classes and add a second studio in the 
Crossroads Shopping Center where Le 
Studio is located. By 2016, they would 
like to have their own facility.

“We would like to have three studios 
with a lofted area for our [aerial] silks 
class, a spa area and also add Pilates 
and spinning classes,” Sanchez said.

The fitness and dance studio opened 
Jan. 12, 2013, with a goal of combin-
ing fashion, fitness and entertainment. 
Both Sanchez and Hernandez are 
experienced in teaching fitness and 
dancing, including handling the cho-
reography for several Latin Grammy 
Award–winning artists.

Le Studio classes include ballet, 
Pilates, jazz and beginner tap. Sanchez 
said Le Studio has a dance program 
for children, and the group went to its 

N orthwest Austin cupcakery Cupprimo 
celebrates its sixth anniversary in 2014 
with a newly painted interior and art-

work as well as continued innovation to create a 
selection of new flavors.

Owner Amy Brown said in 2014 Cupprimo 
strives to provide equal number of gluten-free 
cupcakes as regular cupcakes to her customers. 
Brown said the business began experimenting 
with gluten-free baking in 2013 as a result of cus-
tomer feedback. The first two gluten-free cupcake 
flavors she offered were red velvet and double 
chocolate, both of which sold out on a daily basis, 
she said.

With flavors such as pink champagne for New 
Year’s, Cupprimo now offers at least 30 gluten-
free flavors.

“We started playing around with it, and it’s one 
of the best things we have ever done,” Brown said. 

Other items offered because of customer 
demand include boozey cupcakes, which are 
infused with liquor. She said a customer who 
owns a local liquor store recommended using 
Zing Red Velvet vodka for a booze-infused treat.

“You need to take your cues [from customers] 
if you want to be successful,” she said. “Year six is 
all about our raving fans.”

Cupprimo has catered for several fundraisers, 

including for local celiac disease awareness 
events. Brown even catered an entire wedding 
with gluten-free treats. She said she offers custom 
gluten-free and regular cupcakes for catered 
events and that Cupprimo bakers are willing to 
experiment with almost any ingredient. 

In 2013, Urban Roots—a youth development 
organization focused on sustainable agricul-
ture—asked Brown to create a beet cupcake for 
a fundraiser, and she and her bakers happily 
accepted the challenge. 

Regular Cupprimo cupcake flavors include 
Girl Scout Mint, chocolate Nutella, lemon cake 
blueberry buttercream, honey chai, strawberry, 
carrot and margarita.

In 2012, Cupprimo’s creatively flavored treats 
got the attention of cable TV channel Food Net-
work via customer commentary on social media 
platforms, and the business was featured on the 
TV show “Cupcake Wars.” Brown said the expo-
sure brought in many customers and more local 
and national recognition. 

Two years after being featured on Food Net-
work, Brown said she is considering exposing her 
brand to a wider customer base by partnering with 
restaurateurs to sell her cupcakes in local eateries.  

“If you find the right people to partner with, it 
can be just amazing,” she said.

first dance competition Jan. 18 in Dal-
las. Fitness classes include Chisel’d, 
which incorporates strength training 
and cardio into one workout, and 
Powerhouse Pilates, which is a fusion 
of Pilates with ballet barre workouts.

Since opening, Le Studio has added 
more classes such as an aerial silks class 
where attendees learn how to hang, 
spin and twist on a 36-foot-long piece 
of silk.

“It’s very challenging on the body,” 
Sanchez said. “You climb it like a rope 
with your feet and hands. You have to 
have a lot of flexibility and core and 
arm strength.”

New classes for 2014 will include 
pole dancing, which also requires a lot 
of core strength, yoga and use of the 
lyra, which is an aerial hoop.

Le Studio has also hosted several 
professional dancers, including a 
Radio City Rockette and Lady Gaga’s 
lead dancer.

“We bring in known dancers so our 
staffers and kids will know what it 
takes, the passion and drive it takes to 
dance,” Hernandez said.

Cupprimo owner Amy Brown is changing up decor at the 
cupcakery for 2014, including photos of her and her family.
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8650 spicewood springs road, ste. 105 
512-335-7746 
www.cupprimo.com 
twitter: @cupprimo 
hours: Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
sat. 8 a.m.–9 p.m., closed sun.

Abel sanchez (left) and Pedro hernandez celebrated Le studio’s first anniversary Jan. 11.
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9070 research Blvd., ste. 105 
512-276-5215 
www.lestudiodoor.com 
hours: Mon.–Fri. 5:30 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
sat. 8 a.m.–4 p.m., sun. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
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resistance bands are used in Pilates. Le studio offers a variety of fitness classes.

Mini cupcakes are a customer 
favorite at Cupprimo.

Flavors include lemon cake 
with blueberry buttercream.
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By Amy Denney

New Awlins Cafe
New orleans native adds beignets to menu

N ew Orleans native Aaron 
Hegger has trained with some 
of the best pastry chefs in his 

hometown and has brought his skills to 
Austin with the opening of his restau-
rant, New Awlins Cafe.

He and his family moved to Austin a 
couple of years after Hurricane Katrina 
hit. He chose Austin because it is a 
melting pot like New Orleans.

“It’s made up of different people from 
different places,” he said.

In New Orleans, Hegger worked as a 
sheriff’s deputy for three years before 
making a career change to chef.

“It’s something I love to do,” he 
said. “I thought I liked working in law 
enforcement, but I like working with 
my hands.”

Hegger also earned the moniker of 
“Famous Cajun Pie Man” after being 
named as having the best pies by New 
Orleans food critic Tom Fitzmorris.

The famous pie man serves sev-
eral types of pies at New Awlins 
Cafe, including a variety of fruit, 
cream cheese and pecan pies ($3.50) 
and savory pies with fillings such as 

crawfish, alligator, and shrimp ($6.50).
Hegger said Austin has embraced his 

Creole-style food, which differs from 
Cajun food in that the Creole style is 
big on flavor but not on heat because 
of the influence of Spanish, French and 
African American cuisine.

Entrees include jambalaya ($9.95), 
red beans and rice ($6.95) and craw-
fish étouffée ($13.95) made with a 
dark roux, green onions, bell peppers, 
tomatoes and butter. He also serves the 
po’boys on fresh-baked bread.

“For people that really don’t know 
New Orleans food, it’s really authentic,” 
Hegger said of New Awlins Cafe.

Hegger recently added another New 
Orleans favorite to the menu: beignets. 
For Mardi Gras, Hegger will also be 
selling king cakes, which are another 
New Orleans tradition, in traditional or 
filled with fruit or cream cheese.

The restaurant is decorated with 
brightly colored murals that a student 
from Westwood High School painted. 
New Awlins Cafe also hosts live music 
Fridays and Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. with 
country and zydeco bands.

Aaron hegger opened New Awlins Cafe in August offering authentic New orleans cuisine.
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8650 spicewood springs road, ste. 111 
512-394-7200 
hours: Mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 5:30– 
8 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 5:30–9 p.m.;  
sat. noon–3 p.m., 5–9:30 p.m.; closed sun.

Catfish po’boy ($10.95) Beignets ($3.95) are a new menu item.

Dedicated to treating patients 

with diabetes, thyroid-or other 

endocrine-disorders.

1464 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. 801 • Cedar Park 

512-765-7806  |  512-528-5328
www.capitalendocrine.com

Venkatesh Segu, MD, FACE, ECNU
NEW ENDOCRINOLOGY PRACTICE IN CEDAR PARK!

12221 Renfert Way, 
Suite 330

Austin Texas
Next to North Austin 

Medical Center

The fi rst hospital-based midwifery practice 
in Austin, we provide a naturalistic 

approach to childbirth and women’s 
health. We are devoted to empowering 

women to make choices about their 
healthcare in a supportive, nurturing, non-

judgmental environment. We commit our 
collaborative energies to forge a patient-

provider partnership that embraces 
consistent, safe, and respectful care.

Dr. Piparia is fl uent in Hindi,  She is 
trained in Da Vinci Robotics and is 

accepting new patients.

Medicare welcomed.

Christina Sebestyen, MD is proud to introduce 

Maansi Piparia, MD 
to our team of physicians and midwives.

512-425-3825      www.obgynnorth.com

®

FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 2
CEDAR PARK CENTER

cirquedusoleil.com/varekai

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

A DREAM-LIKE FOREST WITH 
FANTASTICAL CREATURES

OFFICIAL SPONSORS

PRESENTED BY

USE YOUR VISA  
SIGNATURE CARD FOR  
PREFERRED SEATING
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Margarita’s Mexican Grill
owners serve affordable, homey cuisine

Garbo’s Lobster Truck
food trailer owner to open restaurant in May

G ilbert Perales and Luis Mendez 
met 10 years ago while working 
together at Casita Jorge’s. When 

it closed, the duo took the opportunity 
to combine their dozens of years of 
restaurant experience and open Mar-
garita’s Mexican Grill last April.

Named after Gilbert’s wife, Mar-
garita, who is also a co-owner, the 
restaurant uses recipes from Mendez’s 
abuelito, which is a name for grandfa-
ther in Spanish.

“The nature of the recipes are a mix-
ture of Spanish culture and homemade 
Mexican,” Mendez said.

This isn’t the first time Gilbert 
and Margarita Perales have owned a 
restaurant. They owned the original 
Margarita’s in Midland for about five 
years before moving to Austin.

In Midland, they used a spicy New 
Mexico red sauce that is popular in 
West Texas and have incorporated that 
sauce at their Austin restaurant.

Margarita’s serves breakfast all day 
and offers homemade corn and flour 
tortillas. The restaurant also serves a 
variety of taco, enchilada and flauta 

H eidi Garbo, owner of food trailer 
Garbo’s Lobster Truck, is preparing 
to feed the masses at the South by 

Southwest Music and Media Conference this 
spring and at her new restaurant scheduled 
to open in the Wells Branch area. 

Garbo describes her new restaurant as an 
extension of the food truck with a bigger 
menu and local craft beer on draft. Garbo 
expects to open her restaurant in May on 
Bratton Lane next door to Polvos Mexican 
Restaurant. She said an integral part of the 
restaurant opening is her chef, Mateo Van-
nucci, who was hired in July and attended 
the Escoffier Culinary School in Austin. 

Garbo, who is a Wells Branch–area 
resident, said she picked the area because 
of the need for a restaurant with a good 
atmosphere. 

“It’s going to bring a hip vibe to a sleepy 
neighborhood,” Garbo said. “We have a new 
live music venue there called The Roost, and 
I think that is going to draw a lot of people 
up north.”

The restaurant will be open for lunch and 
dinner and for brunch on Sundays. 

Garbo launched her food truck in March 
and said business has been so busy that she 

has been renting out restaurant space to 
accommodate her daily food service.

Garbo and Vannucci have kept the food 
truck menu simple by offering only lobster 
rolls and clam chowder and frequent specials 
such as lobster grilled cheese served with 
fire-roasted tomato soup, ceviche and lobster 
macaroni and cheese. The food truck also 
receives fresh lobster from Maine daily.

She said opening the restaurant will allow 
her to try out new dishes such as surf and 
turf with steamed lobster and whole-belly 
fried clams. 

“We’ve had such an overwhelming 
response that it makes sense to open a 
restaurant,” she said. “It will actually make 
the truck run that much better. We can do 
more specials, and we can do a lot more with 
a restaurant.”

Garbo’s was asked to be one of the local 
food trailers to participate in this year’s 
SXSW SouthBites food trailer court.

Garbo’s Lobster Truck is open seven days 
a week at various locations in North Austin 
and throughout the Austin area.

To find out the food truck’s schedule, 
visit its website or on Facebook by searching 
Garbo’s Lobster Truck ATX.  

plates. Margarita said customers love 
the fajitas, which are available in 
chicken, beef and shrimp.

Keeping prices affordable and por-
tions reasonable is key, Margarita said. 
Margarita’s offers 11 daily lunch spe-
cials for $6.29. Lunch options available 
include carne guisada, which is a dish 
of beef tips with tomatoes, onions and 
Anaheim peppers in a brown gravy. 
Margarita said this is the more tradi-
tional way of making carne guisada 
instead of with a red sauce.

Mendez said he has always had a 
dream of owning his own Mexican res-
taurant chain. He said they will focus 
on growing their customer base.

“We hope to open another restaurant 
in the future,” he said. “Our goal 
is homemade, very good food for a 
reasonable price.”

Margarita’s also serves beer, wine 
and margaritas. Happy hour is from 
3–7 p.m. with $1 off margaritas.

Mendez said the restaurant will start 
selling bottled margaritas in 2014 to 
keep with its tradition of serving the 
best margaritas in Austin.
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heidi Garbo plans to open a seafood restaurant in wells Branch in May.

Garbo’s receives fresh lobster daily 
from Maine.

Garbo’s has a Connecticut-style 
lobster roll with lemon tarragon butter.
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14735 Bratton Lane (restaurant) 
512-350-9814 
www.garboslobsteratx.com 
hours: open daily, but hours vary 
depending on the day; visit the 
website or Facebook page

Gilbert Perales (left) and Luis Mendez met 10 years ago while working at Casita Jorge’s.
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6301 w. Parmer Lane, ste. A 
512-436-9416 
hours: Mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., sat. 10 a.m–10 p.m.,  
closed sun.

enchiladas in New Mexico red sauce ($7.59) Carne guisada in brown gravy ($8.49)

Merrilltown Dr.
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Shop 
Local 

Is your 
   getting out of hand?

“Honey-do” list

SPECIALIZING IN:

 Make Ready

 Maintenance Work
 Orders

 Security Light Check

 AC Filter Changes

 Plumbing

 Exterior Repairs

We can HELP with all of your maintenance needs.

Guaranteed Workmanship  |  Bonded & Insured  |  References Available
Residential & Commercial properties  |  25 years of experience

KENNEDY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
Call today! 512-413-7655 

Now bidding for 
management companies. 

Call for details.

$25 OFF TRIP FEE
Mention this offer and receive $25 
off your trip/labor fee.
Offer expires 2/28/14

“Stress, Hormones and Health: 
The true cause of  belly fat”

FREE DINNER!

FREE SEMINAR – FREE GOURMET DINNER – LEARN:
HOW Hormone Imbalances can affect your sleep cycles, carbohydrate 
cravings, and fat burning 

WHY “Counting Calories” doesn’t work for belly fat 

THE BIGGEST MISTAKE that people make with exercise that prevents weight loss 

WHAT REALLY WORKS for permanent loss of belly fat and bulges. 
Safely. Healthfully!

Presented by wellness expert Dr. Trevor Botts, D.PSc
Feel free to bring a guest. Call now! Seating is limited.

Discussions held at Balcones Country Club • RSVP 512-257-3627

(Yes, this is for you men, too!)

Why 
am I still 

fat?

2014
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rock-climbing wall. the school also hosts a silent auction for 
attendees to bid on items and tickets for events. 1–5 p.m. 
50 cents individual tickets, $25 wristbands (before Feb. 8), 
$30 wristbands (at the door). Live oak elementary school, 
8607 Anderson Mill road. 512-736-1462. www.liveoakpta.org

09 Austin Jewish Book Fair
Author Michael Lavigne makes an appearance at 

the Dell Jewish Community Campus as part of the “Books 
& Bagels” series, which highlights guest Jewish authors. 
Lavigne discusses his newest book, “the wanting,” a novel 
that explores politics between the soviet union and the Middle 
east. 10 a.m. $10 (JCC members), $15 (nonmembers). Dell 
Jewish Community Campus, 7300 hart Lane. 512-735-8000. 
www.shalomaustin.org/bookfair 

13 through March 2
Shakespeare’s “Othello”

Austin shakespeare performs its rendition of “othello” at 
the Long Center for the Performing Arts. the shakespearian 
tragedy is about a man in love who becomes jealous after 
being manipulated by the play’s villain, iago. 3 p.m., 8 p.m. 
tickets start at $19. Long Center for Performing Arts, 
701 w. riverside Drive. 512-474-5664. www.thelongcenter.org

14 Valentine’s Day dance
the fifth annual valentine sweetheart Dance includes 

drinks with snacks and music by disc jockey Joe harris. the 
event is for adults age 18 and older, and attire is semiformal. 
space is limited to 115 people. tickets may be purchased 
on the event’s website. 7–9 p.m. $5 (in advance), $10 (at the 
door). Anderson Mill Community Center, 11500 el salido 
Parkway. 512-258-4104. www.amld.org

Cheers for Children fundraiser 
Northwest Austin Circle of Friends hosts the 
annual event to benefit the Dell Children’s 

Medical Center of Central texas and the texas Child study 
Center endowment. the event includes bourbon, wine and 
food tasting and a silent auction. 6:30 p.m. $75 (on the 
website), $85 (at the door). Maserati of Austin, 12925 Pond 
springs road. 512-324-0170. www.childrensaustin.org

Guitars under The Stars 
Austin Classical Guitar partners with the Los 
Angeles Guitar Quartet for an educational 

outreach gala. Proceeds benefit the Austin Classical 
Guitar education Program, which provides guitar lessons 
and courses to students in 40 schools in the Austin area. 
6:30 p.m. $125. one world theatre, 7701 Bee Caves 
road. 512-300-2247. www.austinclassicalguitar.org

sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

to have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
second Friday of the month.

JaJJanuary

through  Feb. 1
Debate tournament 
the National Christian Forensics Communications Association 
is hosting the event at Great hills Baptist Church. residents 
are invited to participate as competition judges. the 
tournament needs 700 judges from the community, and no 
training or prior experience is necessary. 7 a.m.–9 p.m. Free. 
Great hills Baptist Church, 10500 Jollyville road. 
512-863-6798. www.ncfcajudges.com

FebFebruary

01 Austin Modern Home Tour
the self-paced tour features homes on the market 

designed by local architects. homes featured on this year’s 
tour are located in neighborhoods on Milton street, oakmont 
Boulevard, Pickwick Lane and hamilton Avenue. tour tickets 
may be picked up at will call locations Feb. 1. visit the website 
for all locations. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. $30 (in advance), $40 (day of 
tour). 512-892-9473. www.modernhometouraustin.com

01 Carnaval Austin 
the 37th annual carnival—one of the largest indoor 

Brazilian Mardi Gras celebrations in the world—includes 
dancing and live music. Attendees are encouraged to wear 
costumes to the festival. A portion of the proceeds from 
the event benefit Austin sunshine Camps, a nonprofit that 
provides mentoring and summer camps for at-risk youths. 
8 p.m. $38–$45. the Palmer events Center, 900 Barton 
springs road. 512-350-4621. www.sambaparty.com

08 Mock surgery program
seton healthcare’s 23rd Annual Mock surgery and 

More event is a self-paced program that teaches attendees 
what happens in an operating room. seton physicians 
and surgeons highlight surgical procedures with hands-on 
demonstrations. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Clinical education Center 
at Brackenridge, 1400 N. i-35. www.seton.net

08 Winter carnival
the Live oak elementary school PtA hosts its 

annual fundraiser, with activities such as face and hair 
painting, a petting zoo, carnival games, a photo booth and a 

CALENDAR

online Calendar

Featured Event
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Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor

22 Black history celebration
the annual celebration is hosted by round rock 

isD and community group the voice. the event includes 
African American music, poetry and dance at the raymond e. 
hartfield Performing Arts Center, previously known as rrisD 
Performing Arts Center. 2–4 p.m. Free. raymond e. hartfield 
Performing Arts Center, 5800 McNeil road. 512-464-5466. 
www.roundrockisd.org

22 through 23
Sugar art show and cake competition

the annual “that takes the Cake!” sugar art show is hosted 
at a new venue this year at Austin Community College’s 
highland Mall campus. the event includes a cake competition, 
demonstrations, and classes for adults and children. A portion 
of the event’s proceeds benefit students at local culinary 
schools. sat. 10:30 a.m.–5 p.m., sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 
$10–$12 (day pass), $17.50–$20 (weekend pass), free (children 
age 12 and younger). ACC highland campus, 6001 Airport 
Blvd. 512-371-3401. www.thattakesthecake.org
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Get your $150 bonus1 with Amplify Free Checking2!

512-836-5901 | goamplify.com

GET a $150 bonus plus FREE nationwide ATMs3  

when you open an Amplify Free Checking account  

with direct deposit at goamplify.com/150austin!

1. Offer not available to existing Amplify checking account mem bers. To receive the $150 bonus offer: 1) Open a new Amplify Free Checking account, which is subject to approval, 2) $25 deposit required at time of establishing membership share account, 
AND 3) Direct deposit is authorized before 3/28/2014 and made into the new checking account, and is at least 50% of your net monthly income, subject to verification. The opening deposit(s) cannot be money held by Amplify Credit Union. Bonus will 
be de posited upon satisfaction of the above conditions. Limit of one checking account-related bonus per cal endar year, per household. Abuse could result in disqualification from receipt of bonus. If your checking account is closed within 90 days from 
opening, the bonus proceeds will be deducted at closing. Offer good through 2/28/2014. 2. Amplify Free Checking has no monthly Service Fee with e-statements. 3. No ATM fees when you have direct deposit every 35 days. Federally insured by NCUA.

2014Q1_150bonus_CIstrip_rev012314.indd   1 1/23/14   11:45 AM
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Steve Flores 
round rock iSD’s superintendent 
discusses bonds, growth

By Lyndsey Taylor 

S teve Flores began his posi-
tion as superintendent of 
Round Rock ISD on Oct. 1. 

He previously served as superin-
tendent for Harlingen CISD, near 
McAllen, where he oversaw the 
passing of a $98.6 million bond in 
2010. The RRISD board of trustees 
will decide in February whether to 
call a bond election for May.

   
 
What are your first priorities 
for the district?

We’re focused on our facilities, 
we’re focused to enhance and sup-
port our wonderful teachers [and] 
our wonderful campuses. 

The other thing is also to 
continue working with our gov-
ernance team—my seven board 
members and myself. All of our 
board members love kids and have 
a passion for making Round Rock 
ISD one of the best districts ... in 
the state and nation. 

I’ve met with the [Round Rock] 
mayor, the chamber … some 
members of the Austin chamber 
as well. So being visible, being out 
and about, focusing on what we 
can do to increase involvement in 
our schools ... where stakeholders 
feel invested in our schools. 

What are your plans are to 
address round rock ISD’s 
rapid growth?

There are over 1,000 districts 
in the state of Texas and many 
districts—in fact the majority of 
districts—are declining in enroll-
ment. So growth is good. But with 
growth obviously comes the need 
for facilities. The district has been 
proactive in having a facilities 
master plan that we are updating. 

We obviously have a need for 
middle school relief and elemen-
tary school relief primarily in the 
Walsh and Cedar Valley area of 
town—and in the Wells Branch 
and Bluebonnet area as well. We 
have one performing arts venue 
for 46,700 students, so the need is 
[also] there. 

how do you feel about may 
2014 for a potential bond 
election?

I feel good about it. The district 
has been proactive in assess-
ing what the needs have been. 

Our demographers also point 
to the fact that the growth will 
continue. With that growth—I 
mean, right now we’re at 46,700 
students; in 2 1/2 years, we’ll 
be close to 50,000 [students]. 
You’ll hear me over and over say 
‘growth is good,’ but with that 
comes some realities that are 
necessary to address.

What will the process be for 
assessing whether a bond 
election is needed?

The time is now. The citizens 
committee will have over 100 
members throughout our entire 
community. We will have two co-
chairs. There will be an elemen-
tary subcommittee, secondary 
subcommittee, technology and 
other district facilities subcom-
mittee and a finance subcommit-
tee. ... Each will have a chair and a 
vice chair. So you’re looking at 10 
individuals that will lead us dur-
ing the process. 

At this point in time we have 
identified up to $175 million–$200 
million worth of needs, so what 
we want to be able to do is gather 
information, create the bond 
citizens task force ... so in Febru-
ary, we will make a presentation 
to the [school] board ... what the 
plan is for a possible bond election 
in May 2014. 

What appealed to you about 
coming back to round rock 
ISD?

I believe that Round Rock has 
the components that are necessary 
for us to move from a first-class 
school district to a world-class 
school district. I am very passion-
ate about the fact that what we 
have here is unique and what we 
have here is the opportunity to 
just be as great as we can be for 
our students. 

When the opportunity unveiled 
itself here in Round Rock, there 
was no doubt that this was the 
right place and the right time. 
Having been here before I already 
knew the district for the most 
part. 

What are your future goals 
for round rock ISD?

I want to highlight all the rich-
ness and great things that go on in 
our district on a daily basis. One 
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• steve Flores received his master’s and bachelor’s degrees 
from Angelo state university and his superintendent’s 
certificate from texas tech university.

• he completed his Ph.D. in educational administration at 
the university of texas at Austin. 

• Flores and his wife, Amy, have two sons. one is in college 
in illinois, and the other is a teacher in Colorado.

• Flores has previous experience working for Pflugerville isD 
as assistant superintendent and as acting superintendent 
for round rock isD for a brief period.

• his wife also has previous experience working in rrisD as 
a teacher at Fern Bluff elementary school.

• Flores has won several awards, including outstanding 
Leader in education from the texas teaching Commission 
in 2001.

Meet the new superintendent

of my goals is to create 
avenues where we are not 
only building the capac-
ity for leadership from 
the teacher level to the 
assistant principal level 
and central office level, 
but at the student level as 
well. I’ll have a student 
advisory board [that] will 
be comprised of each of 
our secondary campuses 
in the district—that is our 
middle and high schools—
and I’ll meet with them 
monthly.

Other goals are to work 
on the components of 
our first-class district to 
become world class and 
to become a model for the 
rest of the state and the 
nation. So whatever we 
can do to maximize our 
student learning each and 

every day is what my goal 
is for us to move from 
good to great.

how does round rock 
ISD maintain a sense 
of stability during 
a time of change in 
leadership?

Regardless of any 
changes at the board or 
superintendent level, [if 
we keep] the focus on the 
students and what happens 
in the classrooms each and 
every day, our district will 
continue to transition well, 
whether it’s new board 
members [or] a new super-
intendent. I want to make 
sure that I highlight that 
we have a quality staff. I 
think that is a requisite for 
stability and a requisite for 
success in a school district.

National Child
Care Center of the Year
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Alex Torrez
New pflugerville iSD superintendent plans to 
implement  ‘hands-on’ leadership approach

By JP Eichmiller 
Prior to taking over as Pflugerville ISD superintendent, Alex Torrez spent more than 

two decades teaching students and leading schools throughout Texas. Torrez, who was 
born in Lubbock, served as the assistant superintendent for secondary education at 
Clear Creek ISD outside of Houston for more than eight years before coming to PISD. 
Torrez inherits a district that continues to see rapid growth in student enrollment and is 
currently considering calling a bond election to fund new schools and repairs.  

PEOPLE

What is your history as an educator?
I started my teaching career in Lub-

bock. [Teaching] gave me a lot of different 
experiences that really paid off for me 
as I became an assistant principal and a 
principal. 

I became the assistant principal at Lub-
bock High School [in 1995] and then after 
a year … I became the associate princi-
pal until I was named the principal at 
Cavazos Junior High School. I spent three 
years there until I was recruited to come 
to Marble Falls [High School], where I 
was principal for three years. 

Then Clear Creek came and asked me  
if I was interested. … I was able to get  
that position, and we were there for  
8 1/2 years. [It is] a great community and 
a really strong school district.

What appealed to you about 
working in Pflugerville ISD?

There were so many things that ... 
as we looked at the district we found 
which were so attractive to us. Although 
Pflugerville is a large district and commu-
nity, it still has a small-town feel, which 
we like. We continued to hear a lot about 
the values … and how the community 
supports the schools and the children. 

What are your first priorities as 
superintendent?

In the first two weeks I did 30 campus 
visits, visited with all of the departments 
in the administration building and a 
couple of community groups to really try 
to learn the community better. 
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Dr. Alex Torrez is the new superintendent of Pflugerville ISD. Torrez began his tenure at the start of the 
2013–14 school year.

• torrez and his wife, wresha, have three chil-
dren—including one son who attends texas 
state university, one son who attends the 
university of texas at Austin and a daughter 
who is a PisD student.

• he received a bachelor’s degree from Lub-
bock Christian university, a master’s degree 
in mid-management from sul ross state 
university and a doctorate in educational 
leadership from Prairie view A&M university.

• torrez was born in Lubbock.

• he began his education career in 1987 as a 
teacher in Lubbock isD.

• torrez serves on the united Providence Na-
tional Advisory Board, the Prairie view A&M 
university education Advisory Council and 
the Longhorn Project executive Board.

• he was awarded the houston hispanic 
Leadership Award, the Community Builder 
Award in Marble Falls and was named the 
texas Association of secondary school 
Principals region 17 Principal of the year.

Meet the new superintendent: Alex Torrez

First and foremost will always be the 
academic success of all students. It con-
tinues to be my focus, to take a look at the 
curriculum, our instructional strategies, 
and take a look at the data ... so we can 
continue to work and progress. 

As I visited the campuses, I was looking 
to see if there was student engagement 
… and [watched] the teaching strategies. 
Those are all important components of the 
work I do, as well as introducing myself 
and letting people know I am going to be a 
very hands-on superintendent.

What updates are there concerning 
a  future bond election?

The district has been going through a 
process to prepare for a bond. We have 
[architecture, engineering and manage-
ment firm] Huckabee and Associates on 
the ground, and they are reviewing all of 
our campuses. From that we will be able 
to make some decisions about bond elec-
tions and whether we have the capacity 
to grow for a couple of years or whether 
we are [at capacity] and we need to make 
some decisions.

how do you accommodate for 
different levels of growth and 
student enrollment throughout the 
district?

We don’t see any campuses that are in a 
steep [enrollment] decline. But we do see 
some campuses that are on a steep incline. 

We opened up Cele Middle School at 
680 [students], and it has a capacity of a 
little over 1,000. I drove around that area 

and saw more than 50 “sold” signs on 
the ground and at least 10 homes being 
built—and I didn’t drive around for very 
long. So that area is growing fast, and you 
can see how that campus is going to fill 
very fast. 

We just need to be out in front of the 
growth and make sure we are going to be 
ready for new students. 

What will the district’s role be in the 
ongoing state funding lawsuit?

We continue to be a part of that lawsuit. 
In Central Texas, [Pflugerville ISD] is 
one of the lowest-funded districts. That 
creates some budgetary issues for us, and 
that limits our ability to be able to do 
some of the things we want … as far as 

providing the salaries we want to provide 
for employees. 

We hope the outcome there would be 
a more equitable funding source for each 
one of the districts—not just Pflugerville, 
but everyone. 

are there any budget priorities 
you have identified to help assist 
student performance? 

A lot of folks don’t realize that 85 percent 
of the budget is for [the district’s] staff. 
We are going to continue to support the 
students by ensuring that we have a strong 
curriculum and that our staff is getting the 
best professional learning possible and of 
course recruiting and retaining the best 
teachers and educators possible. 

Apothecary Shop
Compounding, Pharmacy, Clinical Nutrition, Veterinary Medicine

11645 Angus Rd. #1

9am–6:30pm (closed from 1-2 for lunch) Monday–Friday  •  9am–1pm Saturday

hop
inary Medicine

rday

MoPac

183

Duval Rd.
Thunder Creek

Angus Rd.
W. Braker

360
Arboretum
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Loans subject to credit approval. Home Equity Loans are available only on property in Texas. Some restrictions may apply. Contact 
our Real Estate Center for complete details. Lender licensed by the National Mortgage Licensing System under registration 
number 583215.

 rbfcu.org

Toll-free
1-800-580-3300

Austin
512-833-3300

Home Improvements  Dream Vacations  Debt Consolidation

Walnut Springs, Georgetown, Texas: A neighborhood reminiscent of another time when 
everyone knew each other, where you can spread out and enjoy your own space and 
where you can actually still see stars in the sky at night. Spicewood Communities 

Signature Collection of semi-custom, single family homes includes a dozen unique fl oor plans 
with features such as hill country elevations with native stone and stucco, 8’ canterra front 
entry doors, 3 and 4 bedrooms, a study, a game room, an attached guest casita, a private 
courtyard, 3 car garages covered porches, and custom-quality interior fi nishes, all available 
on at least 1 acre home sites. Model home is now open for touring… Come see what life in the 
country is all about!

GEORGETOWN
HOMES  ON  1 AC.  LOTS 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: To visit the community from I-35; take exit 261 at Williams Drive in Georgetown, turn left over I 35 and proceed west to FM 3405 (N. Lake Road) then go left on FM 3405 (south) 
2 miles to Dakota Drive and entrance to community on left OR take 183 north from Austin/Cedar Park to FM 3405 and go right (east) 5.5 miles to Dakota Drive and entrance to community on right.

Copyright 2013 SDI Residential LLC

512-864-0022 MyWalnutSprings.com



Northwest Austin Edition • January 2014 33

Improving mobility
Offering short- and medium-term solu-

tions came out of a vote in the 82nd Texas 
Legislature in 2011 to earmark $300 mil-
lion to improve mobility in the state’s most 
congested corridors. Central Texas received 
about $31 million of these Rider 42 funds.

In August, TTI released an I-35 study 
with different scenarios for long-term solu-
tions using data and modeling information 
from the 2035 long-range plan created by 
the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, the regional transportation 
planning agency.

TTI Senior Research Engineer Ginger 
Goodin said the goal of the study was to pro-
vide area leaders with insight of the magni-
tude of the problem as well as the causes.

“Our findings are that we should be look-
ing at all kinds of strategies,” she said. “… 
We should be doing road and transit and 
demand management, and operating what 
we have much more efficiently.”

Funding
TxDOT funded the development of the 

implementation plan using Rider 42 and 
TxDOT funds. The agency also received 
another $2 million from the Rider 42 
funds for the PEL study. The city of Austin 
also provided $2 million for the PEL study 
because the city initiated the Mobility 35 
program before turning it over to TxDOT.

“We know that all of this is important 
enough that we feel fairly confident that in 
some form or fashion that [construction] 
will be funded,” McCoy said.

Gomez, who was appointed to a newly 
created I-35 stakeholder group that will 
analyze the Mobility 35 plan, said Travis 
County might ask voters for bond money to 
build some of the projects. Voters approved 
$90 million to build SH 130.

“However, it never really developed into 
being an alternative to I-35, so that’s a little 
bit of a disappointment,” she said. “It’s pos-
sible that we will have to ask the voters what 
they think.”

TxDOT
Continued from | 1

For more information visit impactnews.com

Moving on: Proposed I-35 projects to improve mobility
the texas Department of transportation’s Mobility 35 program is looking at how to relieve traffic on the region’s most 
congested roadway. the program includes several proposals on i-35 in travis County from sh 45 N to sh 45 se. 
these proposals include an option dubbed the Future transportation Corridor that would add one lane in each 
direction on i-35. txDot plans to eventually extend the Mobility 35 program into williamson and hays counties.

txDot proposes converting the intersection into a diverging 
diamond interchange that would reduce the number of light 
cycles and allow for longer green lights. Drivers would be 
able to cross over to the left lanes of Parmer to make a left 
turn or continue straight. Because drivers would not be 
able to continue through the traffic light on the i-35 frontage 
roads, the agency will build a collector/distributor lane 
on the northbound frontage road. Drivers can pass under 
the intersection to avoid stopping at the light. txDot had 
planned for the northbound collector/distributor lane before 
releasing the Mobility 35, plan, and construction will be 
underway soon. that project will cost a little more than 
$3 million to build.

txDot is proposing to install three roundabouts at the 
intersection of the i-35 frontage roads and at FM 1825, which 
also intersects wells Branch. terry McCoy, deputy district 
engineer for Austin, said that because of the proximity of 
the three intersections, having three roundabouts working 
together will help move traffic more quickly. this is because 
the traffic signals cause most of the delay in traffic. McCoy 
said the agency last reworked the intersection several years 
ago to improve traffic flow.

txDot is considering two proposals for this intersection. the 
first concept would install two roundabouts on howard at the 
frontage roads. the second concept would add a third 
roundabout that would realign where Lamar connects with 
howard. the third roundabout would be located farther away 
from the howard Lane/frontage road intersection. having this 
third roundabout would restore two-way traffic on Lamar. the 
second option would require right of way acquisition.

At Braker Lane, txDot plans to build the turnaround lanes. txDot has also proposed constructing a pedestrian bridge 
between the us 183 and rundberg Lane exits to allow for safer crossing of i-35. McCoy said an exact location has not yet 
been selected. two direct connector ramps are proposed for us 183. txDot is proposing to build ramps from southbound 
i-35 to connect with southbound us 183 and to build ramps from northbound us 183 to connect with northbound i-35. 
McCoy said these connectors will allow drivers to choose using i-35 or us 183 more easily.

35

tech ridge

h-e-B

walmart

Fairfield inn
& suites

source: texas Department of transportation

Parmer Lane

Howard Lane

Wells Branch  Parkway

Other proposals

Smiles–for–Life
Jerry Milner, DDS
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Geographic Representation—an organiza-
tion that was heavily involved in the redis-
tricting process. 

North Austin concerns
Residents in neighborhoods such as 

Milwood, Windsor Hills, Great Hills and 
Anderson Mill are hoping for several issues 
to be addressed once council members are 
elected from their districts. 

Northeast Austin resident Laura Press-
ley is the president of the Windsor Hills 
Neighborhood Association in District 4, 
which includes ZIP codes 78753 and 78758. 
Pressley said she is concerned about the 
lack of code enforcement for commercial 
and residential properties in her neighbor-
hood because when properties are unkempt, 
crime can become more prevalent.

“We’ve been ignored for decades up here,” 
Pressley said. “Central [Austin] gets a lot of 
attention. There is so much need up here. 
This is why the 10-1 is so important.”

She said that adding city resources in the 
area such as increased policing, vocational 
training, scholarship opportunities for 
children and more flexible transportation 
options could reduce crime. She said hav-
ing a representative to hold accountable for 
District 4 will help ensure that resident con-
cerns are heard and addressed. 

Another neighborhood in North Aus-
tin also concerned about crime and code 
enforcement is Anderson Mill.

Phil Denney, president of the Anderson 
Mill Neighborhood Association, said a con-
cern in the area is property crime. He said 
residents want the Austin Police Depart-
ment to have adequate resources to keep 
Anderson Mill a safe residential area. 

Traffic and affordability are also concerns 
as Austin continues to grow in the northern 
areas of the city. English said the future coun-
cil member for District 7 should be proactive 
in addressing traffic in areas such as Parmer 
Lane at Delcour Drive, where Apple Inc.’s 
Americas Operations Center is located.  

Jason Meeker, president of the Great 
Hills Homeowners Association in District 
10, said there needs to be a citywide focus, 
rather than just on downtown, in solving 

10-1
Continued from | 1

transportation challenges. 
Meeker said solutions to address traffic 

concerns in Central Austin such as the bicy-
cle-sharing program should extend to other 
areas of the city, including District 10.

Both Meeker and English said keeping 
Austin affordable should be another city pri-
ority. Meeker said the city needs to be mind-
ful about neighborhood and environmental 
preservation and maintaining Austin afford-
ability for populations including senior citi-
zens and retired residents. 

“Northwest Austin is just an epicenter of 
economic growth and development here in 
Austin, Texas, and that needs to be nurtured 
and continued,” Meeker said. “But it cannot 
come at the expense of neighborhood pres-
ervation, and it also has to work in concert 
with the affordability issue.”

‘All politics is local’
Groups such as NWAC are already encour-

aging resident involvement for the 10-1 elec-
tions. NWAC hosted its inaugural candidate 
forum Jan. 27 and included a question-and-
answer session with candidates running for 
Travis County judge—Andy Brown and 
Sarah Eckhardt—and for Travis County 
Commissioner Precinct 2—Garry Brown, 
Richard Jung and Brigid Shea.

English said 10-1 is a good opportunity 
for people to run for City Council. How-
ever, it is important for residents to be wary 
of candidates moving into districts for per-
sonal political agendas, he said.

“They should be honest stewards of their 
district and also always [consider]—as part 
of every decision—not only what is good 
for the district, but what is good for Austin,” 
English said. 

Meeker and Denney said it will be crucial 
for the council members to work together 
instead of only fighting for individual dis-
trict concerns. 

“All politics is local, and that is going to be 
the beauty of 10-1,” Meeker said. “The prob-
lem that needs to be responsibly handled by 
whomever serves in [District] 10, and all of 
the other districts, is making sure that their 
point of view isn’t myopic and only con-
cerned with their neighborhood and their 
district. Because the position that we are 
going to be asking someone to fill is to serve 
on the City Council from District 10. It’s not 
to serve on the District 10 council.”
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eligibility
• candidates for both mayor and city 

council must have lived in the state 
continuously for 12  months 
immediately preceding the filing 
deadline.

• Mayoral candidates must have lived 
in the city for six months immediately 
preceding the filing deadline. 

• Council candidates must have lived 
in their district for six months 
immediately preceding the filing 
deadline.

deadline
• the first day for filing an application for 

either a council seat or mayoral seat 
is july 21.

•  the deadline for filing is aug. 18.

fees
• the cost for a place on the ballot is 

$500.

• a petition in lieu of the filing fee is also 
available but must be signed by 
verified registered voters in either the 
single district or those at-large for a 
mayoral position.

• on may 5, the city clerk will release a 
guide with information including limits 
on campaign contributions and 
expenditures, an election calendar and 
forms required by law.

Community Impact Newspaper’s north austin territory includes the Zip codes 
of 78726, 78727, 78729, 78750, 78758 and 78759. Below are those Zip 
codes overlaid with the four voting districts that serve this area.

North Austin voting districts

source: City of Austin

What North Austin issues would you like to see the new City 
Council address?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.
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78753
78758
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Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Let  us get  them before they dr ive you nuts!

ANIMAL CONTROL

15% 
OFF
Limited Time Offer

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds
We also specialize in Attic cleanup, Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

CELEBRATING A CRITTER-FREE NEW YEAR!
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

9805 Lonsdale Drive

9206 Clearock Drive

6004 Chictora Cove

7403 Attar Cove

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Market data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

512-454-7636
www.abor.comOn the market  (December 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less - - 3 / 0 8 / 83 5 / 34 4 / 44

$150,000–$199,999 - 1 / 15 34 / 55 1 / 173 7 / 36 1 / 50

$200,000–$299,999 - 11 / 61 21 / 25 7 / 30 8 / 50 5 / 80

$300,000–$399,999 6 / 112 3 / 61 3 / 66 6 / 62 2 / 54 11 / 56

$400,000–$499,999 5 / 117 - - 4 / 75 - 12 / 54

$500,000–$599,999 - - - 4 / 54 - 3 / 87

$600,000–$799,999 1 / 154 2 / 132 - 1 / 55 - 1 / 32

$800,000–$999,999 1 / 175 - - - - -

$1 million + 1 / 239 - - - - -

Number of homes sold / Median price

Month 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

December 2013 4 / $371,000 20 / $200,500 30 / $222,000 31 / $250,000 24 / $167,125 34 / $344,400

December 2012 9 / $368,000 24 / $211,250 21 / $188,000 43 / $264,898 28 / $150,500 31 / $305,000

November 2013 13 / $388,500 22 / $247,500 12 / $195,000 36 / $211,500 30 / $173,532 28 / $358,000

October 2013 10 / $422,500 36 / $206,500 26 / $216,950 36 / $319,875 31 / $141,500 33 / $279,000

September 2013 11 / $352,500 27 / $218,000 34 / $206,900 30 / $359,500 25 / $172,000 40 / $388,450

August 2013 13 / $325,000 50 / $223,750 41 / $309,900 48 / $327,500 27 / $160,000 53 / $335,000

July 2013 14 / $398,600 40 / $240,500 41 / $219,000 45 / $240,000 37 / $159,220 52 / $313,500

June 2013 18 / $620,221 38 / $232,500 41 / $207,250 44 / $390,000 27 / $162,000 60 / $298,117

May 2013 16 / $379,750 36 / $217,250 31 / $192,000 50 / $367,272 24 / $152,750 63 / $361,625

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/3/13 and 1/21/14 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Parke 12303 Klondike Rush Point 4br/5ba $399,900  3,970 Sandra Carlson Realty Executives, Austin–North 512-431-9591

78726 Versante Canyon 12012 Mira Vista Way 3br/2ba $498,868  2,531 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 12025 Mira Vista Way 3br/2ba $415,266  2,349 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 8917 Villa Norte Drive 4br/3ba $475,000  3,141 Sherri Williams Keller Williams Realty 512-732-3820

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 13820 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2ba $229,000  1,583 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 512-300-4445

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 13720 Layton Loop, Unit 12 3br/2ba $227,900  1,632 Haley Waggoner Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-966-9936

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 4245 Johns Light Drive 3br/2ba $249,900  1,918 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 512-300-4445

78727 Scofield Farms 13204 Kincaid Court 4br/4ba $329,500  3,390 Gail Huebel Keller Williams Realty 512-848-3477

78729 Forest North Estates 9805 Lonsdale Drive 3br/2ba $299,999  2,301 Glenda Jennings Keller Williams Realty 512-887-0050

78729 Forest North Estates 9701 Beauchamp Square 4br/2ba $249,000  2,121 Laurel Brown Keller Williams Realty 512-801-8694

78729 Heritage Oaks Patio Homes 8800 Hazelhurst Drive, Unit 65 3br/2ba $245,000  2,337 Rita Snyder Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-468-2867

78729 Hunters Chase Estates 13149 Partridge Bend Drive 5br/3ba $379,900  3,755 Laurie Flood Keller Williams Realty 512-576-1504

78729 Indian Oaks 7202 S. Ute Trail 4br/2ba $369,900  1,989 Keith Estes Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-431-8319

78729 Los Indios 7511 Lobelia 4br/2ba $279,900  2,592 Ron Mason J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-554-3447

78729 Parmer Village 13425 Little Gull Drive 3br/2ba $296,520  2,118 Siobhan McKillop J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-775-3950

78729 San Felipe Townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd., Unit 28 2br/2ba $195,000  1,663 Bettye Wellons Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-791-0987

78750 Balcones Place Condo 9518 Topridge Drive, Unit 48 2br/2ba $220,000  1,215 Scott Aarvig Keller Williams Realty 512-913-1769

78750 Balcones Village 9028 Balcones Club Drive 4br/2ba $445,000  2,787 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty 512-587-1337

78750 Balcones Village 9206 Clearock Drive 4br/2ba $399,000  2,435 David Brodsky Keller Williams Realty 512-657-6694

78750 Balcones Village 11505 Highview Drive 3br/2ba $350,000  2,026 Patt Griffin Austin–Options Realty 512-331-6688

78750 Cottages at Lake Creek Condo 13604 Caldwell Drive, Unit 29 2br/2ba $215,000  1,106 Patt Griffin Austin–Options Realty 512-331-6688

78750 Jester Point 7933 Jester Blvd. 5br/3ba $450,000  3,256 Jessica Licona Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8434

78750 Lakewood Park 7604 Crossmeadow Drive 4br/3ba $487,400  2,403 Steve Scott Keller Williams Realty 512-656-4671

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11208 Della Torre Drive 4br/2ba $479,000  2,734 Kent Redding Prudential Texas Realty 512-306-1001

78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd., Unit 384 2br/2ba $95,000  1,004 Michael Said Realty Austin 512-789-6543

78758 Macmora Cottages 10700 Macmora Road, Unit 105 2br/2ba $155,000  1,103 Gregg Klar Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-653-0488

78758 Marabella Villas Townhomes 2100 Pipers Field Drive, Unit 47 2br/2ba $175,500  1,440 Gail Buquoi Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-913-9148

78758 Orange Grove Condo 8900 Trone Circle, Unit D 2br/1ba $116,500  1,080 Mike Minns Atlas Realty 512-785-9157

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive, Unit 1308 2br/2ba $132,000  841 Cheryl Tucker Best Agents in Texas 512-705-9010

78759 Balcones Oaks 7403 Attar Cove 3br/2ba $325,000  2,544 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-767-6787

78759 Bluffs at Great Hills 8919 Mount Bartlett Drive 2br/2ba $366,900  1,956 Bernice Schaffer RE/MAX Capital City 512-250-0855

78759 Enclave at Sierra Vista 6205 Harrogate Drive 4br/2ba $390,000  2,360 Ellen Kelsey Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-422-0481

78759 Great Hills 8603 Appalachian Drive 3br/2ba $450,000  2,300 Courtney Oldham Keller Williams Realty 512-809-5495

78759 Great Hills 5600 Spurflower Drive 4br/3ba $610,000  3,733 Barbara Gremillion Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-775-2904

78759 Great Hills 9700 Crenata Cove 4br/2ba $515,000  2,996 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-921-4150

78759 Great Hills 6004 Chictora Cove 5br/3ba $559,000  3,236 Russell Colliau Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-865-4422

78759 Great Hills 9204 Hurley Cove 4br/3ba $524,000  2,854 Jeff Mirabelle e–Executive Realty 512-663-7653

78759 Northwest Estates 4205 Bluffridge Drive 4br/2ba $479,900  2,257 Joyce Melugin Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-461-1818

78759 Point West of Westover Hills 8811 Point West Drive 4br/3ba $495,000  3,660 Carrie York Austin Real Pros, Realtors 512-801-0436

78759 Summit Oaks 11608 Bell Ave. 1br/2ba $530,000  6,831 Murry Woods BMW Realty 512-632-1569

78759 Westhill Estates 11310 Yucca Drive 4br/2ba $415,000  2,132 Charles Owen Turnquist Partners Realtors 512-626-3812

78759 Woodlands Austin 8134 Meandering Way 3br/2ba $379,000 1,905 Susan DeGraffenried Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-699-7577



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com36

ALL HOCKEY, 
ALL THE TIME

FREE POND TIME SESSION with 4 week Learn To Play Class 
Offer Valid for new customers only 

Adult and Youth Leagues  Adult and Youth Learn to Play
Shooting Lanes  Skating Mill  Weight Room

Warm Viewing Area  Locker Rooms
Revolutionary new FBV™ (Flat Bottom V™) skate sharpening 

system from Blackstone

Valentine’s Day Cookie Bouquets 

Send a gift that’s handmade, heartfelt & 
personally hand delivered straight to the door. 

Guaranteed to make an impression! 
13343 Hwy 183 N • Suite 250 • Austin, TX 78750 • 512-257-8400

www.cookiesbydesign.com
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FRESH & HEALTHY FOOD SERVED DAILY

MoMo 
Korean Cuisine and Sushi

20% OFF
ALL MENU 

ITEMS

GRAND 
OPENING

FEB. 8TH
FREE SALAD 
& MISO SOUP

Must present ad. One offer per table. 
Offer expires 2-27-2014.

10% OFF
ALL MENU ITEMS

FEB. 9TH-27TH

LUNCH
SPECIALS
OFFERED

DAILY

8650 Spicewood 
Springs, Ste. 119
Austin, TX 78759
(In the corner next 
to Art+ Academy)

512-249-9122
MoMoAustin.com

B.J. MYERS, DDS
  & ASSOCIATES

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

8430 Spicewood Springs Road      512-506-9430      www.myersdental.com

Experience gentle dentistry in an 
      o�  ce that is cozy and serene.
“Welcome Home” is more than just a tagline for us. It 
represents our mission, which is to bring you high-tech 
dentistry in a home-like setting.

We want you to feel as comfortable in our o�  ce as you 
do in your very own home!   at is why our caring and 
dedicated sta  go above and beyond to make your dental 
visit with us a surprisingly pleasant event. We think you 
will feel comfortable with Dr. Myers who is well known for 
his friendly personality and gentle clinical manner.

$79
Includes initial 

exam and X-rays
For � rst time patients
Must present coupon.
O er expires 3/26/14
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Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Between work, family and friends, your to-do list may be longer 

than the Colorado River. And taking care of yourself may be 

last on that list. But when it comes to heart disease, 

early detection can make a world of difference.

A Heart Healthy CT scan can uncover heart disease in a few 

minutes, and maybe years before you have any symptoms. 

Because the people you care about depend on your heart too, 

there’s no better time to put your heart health first.

After all, it’s not just your heart.

Call today to schedule a 

Heart Healthy CT.

It’s time to put a
$99 Heart Healthy CT
at the top of your list.

SetonHeart.com/HealthyCT  |  512-324-1199

Seton Northwest Hospital
11113 Research Boulevard

Austin, TX 78759
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