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TxDOT preparing 
for I-35 mobility

Residents would have unified voice in group

North Austin considers 
alliance for 10-1 plan

By Amy Denney
In preparation of Austin City 

Council’s redistricting, North 
Austin neighborhoods are dis-
cussing an alliance that could 
serve as a central voice for 
addressing issues such as crime 
and traffic in the area.

Many neighborhood associa-
tions, including the North Austin 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, are 
concerned that because North 
Austin has not been represented 
on council, there is a disconnect 
between the area and downtown, 
especially considering that 78753 
and 78758 are the second and 
fourth most-populated Austin 
ZIP codes, respectively, NACN 
President Mary Rudig said.

“It seems constantly whenever 
we go [to City Council] and ask 
for stuff, [they say], ‘Oh, well, that 
wasn’t put in the budget,” said 
Rudig, whose association repre-
sents neighborhoods in the 78753 

and 78758 ZIP codes.
On Nov. 6, voters approved cre-

ating 10 single-member districts 
for City Council elections and 
representation. Under the 10-1 
plan, the mayor is still elected at-
large. The Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission that is 
drawing the map will need to have 
it ready before the next election in 
November 2014.

Rudig said that based on recent 
census data, roughly 220,000 
people live north of RM 2222, 
and the area might be split into 
three council districts.

“If it’s done right, we’ll be able 
to give North Austinites a voice,” 
she said. “How cool would it be if 
your City Council person actually 
came to neighborhood meetings, 
if your neighborhood association 
had an open dialogue all the time 
with your City Council mem-
ber? But that’s something that 

See Redistricting | 24

See I-35 plan | 27

By Lyndsey Taylor
The Texas Department of Transportation 

is among several organizations collaborat-
ing to develop a 10-year I-35 Capital Area 
Improvement Program to offer drivers more 
travel options and decrease congestion on 
I-35 and intersecting streets from SH 45 N 
to SH 45 SE. 

“What we’re trying to develop is a road 
map [of] all the different improvements that 
we as a community feel are good projects and 
that are feasible, and that result in the desired 
objective,” said Terry McCoy, TxDOT’s dep-
uty district engineer for Austin.

He said the goal is to provide feasible 
options to help decrease I-35 congestion by 
optimizing operational and safety benefits 
and minimizing construction costs. TxDOT 
is expected to have a final plan for Travis 

Austin: Checkout 
bags must now 
be reusable
By Joe Olivieri

Starting March 1, shoppers won’t be auto-
matically offered thin plastic bags at Austin 
checkout counters.

This is one result of the City of Austin’s 
new single-use carryout bag ordinance. It is 
intended to reduce pollution and bring the 
city closer to its zero-waste goals. Austin City 
Council approved the ordinance in March 
2012. In a nutshell, the ordinance forbids 
most retailers and businesses from offer-
ing single-use carryout bags—the common 
thin plastic bag or handleless paper bags that 
are not made of recycled materials—at the 
checkout counter. 

There are exceptions to the ordinance. 
Grocery store produce bags and some types 

See Bags | 25
Christiana Flores, an employee at Jolly Penny in North 
Austin, puts items in a single-use bag before the ban.
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Achieving geographic representation

Three of the city’s 10 most populated ZIP codes are in North Austin, but 
only one council member, Kathie Tovo, lives in one of the top 10 (78705).

ZIP codes
= Population

78745
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78753
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www.stdavids.com/connect

Redefining

The Texas Institute for Robotic Surgery at St. David’s North Austin Medical Center is one of only 

20 sites in the entire nation that is using cutting-edge single site robotic-assisted technology. 

What does this mean to our patients? Microscopic incisions, less pain and shorter healing 

time so our patients can return to their lives more quickly than with traditional surgery.

For more information about the Texas Institute for Robotic Surgery,  
please visit TexasRobotic.com or call 512.901.2101.

{ surgery  }
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1. Amplify Free Checking has no monthly service fee with e-statements. 2. Offer not available to existing Amplify checking account members. To receive the $150 bonus offer: 1) Open a new Amplify Free Checking account, which is subject 
to approval, 2) Deposit $25 or more into the membership share account within 30 days of account opening, AND 3) direct deposit is authorized before 4/13/13. The opening deposit(s) cannot be money held by Amplify Credit Union. Bonus will 
be deposited upon satisfaction of the above conditions. Limit of one checking account-related bonus per calendar year, per household. If your checking account is closed within 90 days from opening, the bonus proceeds will be deducted at 
closing. $25 share membership required to open an account. Offer expires April 13, 2013. Speak with an Amplify representative for details. 3. No ATM fees when you have direct deposit totaling $500 or more every 30 days.

 ONLINE: goamplify.com/150NOW

 PHONE: 512-874-7102

 BRANCH: 2608 Brockton Drive 
  Austin, TX 78758

 FREE ATMs nationwide3

 FREE Mobile App  
with Mobile Check Deposit

 NO mONtHLy FEEs when  
you sign up for e-statements

 FREE Online Banking  
with customizable e-alerts

SIGN UP! 

2013Q1_150_CIfull_BR.indd   1 2/14/13   9:37 AM
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Open daily 7AM–10PM    10000 Research Blvd.    Free Wi-Fi    bluebaker.com
Delivery and catering for groups large and small: 512.346.BLUE

What a difference 
three days make.

At Blue Baker, our artisan baking 

process takes three days. It’s a 

process that requires small batches, 

traditional techniques and simple, 

honest ingredients to craft remarkably 

fl avorful bread. Stop by our artisan 

bakery café for pastries. Sandwiches. 

Soup. Salads. Stone-oven pizza. And, 

of course, our made-from-scratch 

breads. Learn more about artisan 

baking at bluebaker.com. And while 

you’re there, download our daily 

specials calendar. 

 
 

 

FREE 9” SPECIALTY PIZZA 
with purchase of any pizza of 

greater or equal value. 
Valid for dine-in only from 5-10pm. 

Expires March 31, 2013. One per customer. 
Not valid with any other discounts.

O
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FROM THE EDITOR
Despite being part 

of a big city, Northwest 
Austin has also main-
tained its own small-
community feel. Being 
a Northwest Austin 
resident myself, I know 
first-hand how different 
we are as a community 
from the rest of Aus-
tin. While issues such 
as transportation, new 
ordinances going into 

effect and redistricting are universal, how they affect 
certain areas of Austin is not.

One of our front-page stories lays out the next 
steps the city and the Independent Citizens Redis-
tricting Commission will go through to establish 10 
single-member districts for City Council before the 
November 2014 election. Having these districts means 
that residents in North and Northwest Austin will 
have their own representatives—possibly from their 
own neighborhoods—represented on City Coun-
cil. Although this is a citywide issue, North Austin 

Amy Denney
EDITOR

adenney@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLREADER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How will you change your behavior 
in response to the new single-use 
carryout bag ordinance?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll

What does the city need to do to 
accommodate Austin’s growth?

  41%                                 Improve roadways

  40.5%                               Improve public transportation 

            7.5%   Other

         5%   Increase multifamily housing options

       3.5%   Increase funding for public safety services

      2.5%   Increase support for the business community

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 1/31/13-2/21/13

New construction, redevelopment under way in North 
Burnet region

“I am glad they are adding sidewalks. I have never seen a city 
with so many busy streets that don’t have sidewalks. Drives me 
crazy every time I see a dirt trail down the side of Jollyville.”

—RR

Austin, transit groups unveil long-range regional                                    
transportation plan

“I’m happy the City of Austin and surrounding areas are finally 
starting to enter the 1970s as far as public transit goes. The 
single-mode ‘cars only’ system is an abysmal failure and hugely 
expensive both in real money and quality of life.”

—Brian McGloin

Correction: Volume 6, Issue 12
An incorrect address was listed on Page 5 for the new 
location of Shirley McPhail School of Dance. The correct 
address is 13450 N. US 183, Ste. 234.

An incorrect number of babies born in 2012 at St. David’s 
Medical Center, 919 E. 32nd St., was listed on Page 27. 
The correct number is 4,680.

residents have realized this is a great opportunity to 
create an alliance to maintain a connection to City 
Council on issues important to North Austin.

On March 1, the citywide bag ban goes into effect, 
and residents will now be required to purchase or 
bring their own reusable bags when shopping. We 
spoke with larger retailers such as H-E-B but also 
wanted to find out how smaller retailers in North 
Austin would fare with the new ordinance. We found 
a local business that just opened in January to see if it 
was prepared.

At Community Impact, we aim to provide an avenue 
for Northwest Austin residents to have a voice. Please 
email our team at nwanews@impactnews.com if you 
have a suggestion for a story that would help North-
west Austin keep its identity.

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM

TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE IS GREAT FOR WHAT AILS YOU

Pond Spring Rd.

Anderson Mill R
d.

183

LEE’S HERBS

ACUPUNCTURE & CHINESE HERB MEDICINE
LEE'S HERBS

13376 Research Blvd., Ste. 129 512-250-8488
Herb Consultations • Foot & chair massages (only $15.00/30 min)

Lee’s Herbs is hiring 
acupuncturists

Buy 10 acupuncture treatments, 
get 2 FREE!

8 years of Medical 
Training, M.D in 
China since 1983

More than 400 herbs and all

natural
dietary supplements.
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9  Eliz Perez opened Yoga Con Amor 
on Feb. 4 at 8440 Burnet Road, Ste. 114. 
She offers several yoga classes, including 
Hatha, beginner’s Vinyasa and power 
yoga as well as specialty classes such as  
Yoga on Vinyl, where each class is set to 
a different record. All classes are $10, and 
there are no monthly or yearly contracts. 
512-750-7337. www.yogaconamor.com

10  iPhone Tech began repairing 
customers’ Apple products Jan. 25 at 
12233 N. RM 620, Ste. 108A. The store 
also repairs all computers. 512-386-1335. 
www.miphonetechoftheusa.com

11  360 Pizza opened Jan. 20 at 6203 
N. Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. A-100. 
The restaurant offers specialty pizzas, 
calzones, salads, deli plates, authentic 
New York–style pizza and desserts for 
dine-in, delivery or carryout. It also sells 
pizza by the slice. 512-428-4788.
www.atxpizza.com. Twitter: @360pizza

12  A third-Austin area location of Big 
Frog Custom T-Shirts opened Dec. 18 
in the Trails at 620 center, 8300 N. RM 
620, Bldg. D, Ste. 400. The business prints 
custom T-shirts with a direct-to-garment 
printer that embeds the ink in the fabric. A 
grand-opening celebration is set for March 
2 from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. 512-336-5290.
www.bigfrog.com/nwaustin

13  Waterloo Tan is scheduled to open its 
second location the last week of February 
at the new Lakeline Market next to H-E-B 
Plus, 14028 N. US 183, Ste. 110.
512-249-8267. www.waterlootan.com

14  SportClips opened its 17th Austin-area 
location Feb. 6 at 8300 N. RM 620, Bldg. G, 
Ste. 200, in the Trails at 620 development 
near Concordia University. SportClips 
offers haircuts, steamed towel treatments, 
and neck and shoulder massages.
512-494-5855. www.sportclips.com.
Twitter: @SportClips

Amy Shank opened Game Time Dog 
Services in late 2012. She offers dog-
sitting services for clients who are out 
of town or at work. Services include 
running, walking, playing aerobic games 
and exercising. 512-995-9255.
www.dogserviceaustin.com.
www.gametimedogservices.com

Coming Soon

15  The owners of The Park at The Domain 
are planning to open a new cocktail lounge 
next door to the establishment called 
Somersault, 11601 Domain Drive, Ste. 200. 
The lounge will feature edible cocktails 
similar to upscale Jell-O shots using 
ingredients such as rum, Coke, grape, 
coconut and coffee. It is expected to open 
by the end of March. 512-478-7275.
www.somersaultcocktails.com

Now Open

1  Blackfinn Ameripub opened Feb. 21 
in the former Joe DiMaggio’s location at 
The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. 100. The restaurant can seat about 330 
people, including seating for about 70 on 
the covered patio and about 35 around the 
square bar. The menu features burgers, 
salads and other sandwiches as well as 
brunch on the weekend and specialty 
cocktails. 512-836-3466.
www.blackfinnameripub.com.
Twitter: @BFinnAustin

2  Jolly Penny opened Jan. 22 at 9505 
Burnet Road, Ste. C. The dollar store, 
managed by Arturo Lopez, is family-
owned and -operated and sells a variety of 
discount items, including party supplies 
and favors, household items, toys, 
makeup, piñatas and office supplies.
512-900-3883. www.jollypenny.com

3  Stephanie Marks, Kristen Klein and 
Kelly Reneau opened Bettie Bangs Salon 
on Feb. 5 in the Lake Creek Festival 
shopping center, 13729 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 600. The salon offers haircuts, 

coloring, extensions and perms.
512-249-9400. www.bettiebangssalon.com

4  Dentist Francisca Giple-Johnson 
opened a new practice, Wellness Dental, 
on Feb. 22 at 9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 
305. She offers general family dentistry 
geared toward affordable and accessible 
care as well as a focus on patient 
education. Giple-Johnson has been 
practicing for 13 years and offers Saturday 
hours from 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
512-358-6962. www.wdaustin.com

5  First Choice ER, a Dallas-based 
company that operates full-service, 
freestanding emergency rooms, opened 
its 16th facility Feb. 15 in the former 
Blockbuster at 10407 Jollyville Road. The 
facility provides emergency services and 
has seven patient exam rooms, a lab and 
an X-ray room. It is staffed with board-
certified physicians and nurses and is 
open 24/7. 512-628-0470. www.fcer.com. 
Twitter: @FirstChoiceER

6  First Leap, which provides Applied 
Behavior Analysis Therapy for children 
diagnosed with an autism spectrum 

disorder and other developmental 
disabilities, moved into a new facility 
Jan. 3. The business, located at 9901 N. 
Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. 250, opened 
in 2006 and was previously home-based. 
First Leap offers in-home services and 
day programs at its new site.
512-887-2126. www.first-leap.com. 
Twitter: @FirstLeap

7  Santorini Cafe opened in early 
January at 11800 N. Lamar Blvd., Bldg. 
1, near Ross’ Old Austin Cafe. Santorini 
serves authentic Greek food such as gyros 
and baklava. Other items include gyro 
omelets and pizza. The cafe has a full 
beer and wine bar as well as a patio with 
outdoor seating. 512-833-6000

8  Urgent care provider CareSpot 
opened its first Austin-area locations Feb. 
18 in Tech Ridge Center at 500 Canyon 
Ridge Drive as well as two facilities in 
Round Rock. The facility is able to handle 
broken bones, take X-rays, give flu shots 
and physicals, and provide care for other 
situations that are not life-threatening. 
512-920-5256. www.carespot.com. 
Twitter: @CareSpotHealth

IMPACTS
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16  Local sports bar Third Base is 
planning to open its fourth location 
in early April in the former Red Robin 
Gourmet Burgers at 13301 Research Blvd., 
Bldg. E. The new location will feature 
46 TVs, dart boards and patio area with 
other games such as washers. Third Base 
is known for its made-from-scratch bar 
food such as wings, salads, fish tacos and 
burgers. www.thirdbaseaustin.com

17  Los Canarios Fine Mexican Cuisine 
is set to open a new 5,000-square-foot 
restaurant in late summer to early fall at 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Ste. EU01. It will occupy the former 
Dragonfly Restaurant & Bar location.

18  River Place OB/GYN is scheduled to 
open in August at 6611 River Place Blvd. 
The practice currently has two locations 
in Cedar Park. Dr. John Thoppil says he 
is passionate about making a difference 
in women’s health issues. 512-473-8300. 
www.riverplacegynecologists.com

19  Hot Lava Obstacle Course, an indoor 
obstacle course and gym, is scheduled 
to open in May at 8303 Burnet Road. 
In addition to the obstacle course, the 
2,700-square-foot facility will have a 
gymnastics floor, climbing wall and single 
obstacles for training.
www.hotlavaobstaclecourse.com

20  Signature Beauty is expected to 
open a new 1,900-square-foot location in 
March in Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline 
Mall Drive, Ste. D05A. The salon will 
replace Toni & Guy hairdressers, which 
closed Jan. 31.

21  Five Below leased a 7,642-square-foot 
space in Lakeline Plaza and is scheduled 
to open by late summer. Five Below sells 
merchandise ranging from sporting 
goods and crafts to fashion items geared 
toward teens and preteens priced from 
$1–$5. www.fivebelow.com

22  National eatery Buca di Beppo Italian 
Restaurant is expected to move into 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Ste. F18, in late summer to early fall. The 
restaurant will occupy a space that has 
been vacant since July 2011. This will 
be Buca di Beppo’s second Austin-area 
location. www.bucadibeppo.com

23  National chain Saver’s Thrift 
Superstore is expected to open a 
24,960-square-foot location next to 
Lakeline Mall, 11101 Pecan Park Blvd., on 
April 25. The existing Saver’s locations on 
South Lamar Boulevard and Burnet Road 
will remain open. www.savers.com

Relocations

24  Jane Yu relocated her acupuncture 
business, Guided Hand Acupuncture and 
Chinese Herbs, in early February from the 

Far West Boulevard area to 11651 Jollyville 
Road, Ste. 150. She offers acupuncture, 
wellness and nutritional counseling, and 
assistance with choosing Chinese herbs. 
She opened the business in 2010.
512-537-9881. www.janeyu.com

25  Ultimate MMA Fitness relocated in 
January from 9705 Burnet Road, Ste. 608, 
to 2013 Wells Branch Parkway, Ste. 306. 
Classes include mixed martial arts, muay 
thai, jeet kune do, kenpo karate and other 
fitness classes. Daniel Hernandez opened 
Ultimate MMA Fitness in 2011.
512-992-5262. www.mmafit.net

26  Precision Camera, the camera 
store started by Jerry and Rosemary 
Sullivan in 1976, is scheduled to move 
to a bigger location in March. The new 
20,000-square-foot store will be located at 
2438 W. Anderson Lane and carry camera 
products, have a full rental, repair and 
photo lab as well as an 80-seat classroom.
512-467-7676. www.precision-camera.com

Under New Ownership

27  Dr. Brent Wood took over ownership 
of Austin Podiatry on Dec. 1. The 
practice is located at 11645 Angus 
Road, Ste. 4. Wood provides foot care, 
specializing in children’s and diabetic foot 
care, heel pain and bunions. He has been 
in the business for five years and moved 
to the area from Houston. 512-719-4545.
www.austinpodiatry.net

Closings

28  Karaoke bar Canary Hut Pub, 11005 
Burnet Road, Ste. 108, closed Jan. 26 after 
serving the North Austin community 
for more than 20 years. A Facebook post 
indicated the business has plans to reopen 
in a new location this year.

29  Weirdos, 12408 N. MoPac, closed 
Jan. 27. The live music and outdoor venue 
had been open three years. Legal issues 
between Weirdos owners Jesse Fortney 
and his mother, Cecelia, and their 
landlord, Sharon Ma, caused the business 
to close. A pending lawsuit is expected to 
go to trial in 2013.

30  Junction Point Studio, the Disney-
owned video game developer responsible 
for the “Disney Epic Mickey” series, is 
closing, Disney announced in a news 
release in January. Junction Point Studio 
is located at 7800 Shoal Creek Blvd.
www.junctionpoint.com

31  Zed’s, 501 Canyon Ridge Drive, 
temporarily closed Feb. 19. General 
Manager Laura Josselson said staff will put 
in time and resources to prepare for the 
next phase of Zed’s, and one of the first 
moves will be to expand the bar/lounge 
area. The restaurant opened in December 
2010. www.zeds.bz

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
Email nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

Blackfinn Ameripub opened Feb. 21 in The 
Domain and serves pub favorites such as fish and 
chips and has two specialty cocktails on draft.
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Bettie Bangs Salon employees include (from left) 
Kelly Reneau, Kristen Klein, Brenna Slone, Tasha 
Grimsley and Stephanie Marks.

3

First Choice ER opened Feb. 15 in the former 
Blockbuster on Jollyville Road. It provides emergen-
cy services and has X-ray services and lab on-site.

5

First Leap moved into its new facility Jan. 3. It 
provides in-home and day therapy services for 
children with an autism spectrum disorder.

6

Authentic Greek restaurant Santorini Cafe opened 
in early January and serves gyros and other sand-
wiches, breakfast and desserts such as baklava.

7

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Austin
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions
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All COMMERCIAL INSURANCE accepted. FIRST CHOICE EMERGENCY ROOM and FIRST CHOICE EMERGENCY ROOM logo are registered trademarks and the FIRST CHOICE ER CROSS logo and tagline: Real ER. Real Fast. are trademarks of FIRST CHOICE ER, LLC.

Emergency Room – 24 HoursEmergency Room – 24 Hours

Real ER. Real Fast.™ |  FCER.com  |  512.628.0470  |  Open 24–7

First Choice Emergency Room™ is the leading freestanding emergency 

room system in the U.S.; it is both the largest and the oldest, where 

patients are seen almost immediately. First Choice ER is staffed exclusively 

with board-certified emergency physicians, emergency-trained registered 

nurses and is equipped with CT scanners, Ultrasound, Digital X-ray and  

on-site labs. So, think FIRST, when seconds count and experience matters.

Located nearby at 10407 Jollyville Road, Austin (Formerly Blockbuster).

FCER-AtxArbor-CommunityImpact-10x12.25ad-fn.indd   1 2/11/13   12:38 PM
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North Walnut Creek Trail 
construction to start in March
By Amy Denney 

More than a decade after City 
Council approved an initial con-
tract to design and build the first 
phase of the North Walnut Creek 
Trail in North Austin, construc-
tion is slated to start in March 
and wrap up in spring 2014.

City Council approved a con-
struction contract Feb. 14 with 
Muniz Concrete & Contracting 
Inc. for $5.9 million for the trail, 
which starts in Balcones District 
Park near Amherst Drive and 
Duval Road and ends at Walnut 
Creek Metropolitan Park. Previ-
ous trail designs included a spur 
to Austin Community College 
Northridge Campus, but that 
was deleted, said Richard Duane, 
the project manager for the city’s 
Public Works Department.

This first phase will be 3.2 
miles and include a 10-foot wide 
concrete trail with a 2-foot-wide 
grass shoulder on either side. 
Both parks will have a new trail-
head with a large compass built 
in the concrete as well as some 

PARKS AND RECREATION

additional parking spaces. 
“It will help a lot people get out 

to the trails with a better trail-
head, more parking,” said Erik 
Harris, a resident of the Milwood 
neighborhood located across the 
street from Balcones District 
Park. “It will be more accessible 
and hopefully safer.”

Harris has lived in Milwood 
since 1994, and his family has 
used the existing nonpaved path 
since then. He serves as parks 
liaison for the Milwood Neigh-
borhood Association and has 
been tracking the progress of the 
trail. He also met with the public 
works director last fall when he 
heard the project was going to be 
rebid to relay some of the neigh-
borhood’s concerns, such as the 
lack of cleanup from the previous 
contractor.

A second phase of the trail will 
run from the Walnut Creek park 
to I-35 just south of Yager Lane. 
The city is working on a pre-
liminary design for that 1.7-mile 
portion. Duane said it will take 

another three to four months to 
finish the preliminary design.

“We look for trees, creeks, areas 
of concern, wetlands and such 
that we want to avoid,” he said. 
“We have some pretty rigorous 
tree ordinances here.”

Construction on the second 
phase likely will not start for 
another two years, Duane said.

On the east side, the city is 
about 25 percent finished with 
construction of the 7.3-mile 
Southern Walnut Creek Trail from 
Govalle Park to Johnny Morris 
Road south of Hwy. 290, he said.

“There is going to be a pretty 
good route for bikes, alternative 
routes to get downtown,” he said.

In 2003, City Council approved 

the first contract for the design 
of the North Walnut Creek Trail 
with Larson, Burns & Smith, 
and council approved additional 
funds for the firm for design work 
in the years following, according 
to city documents.

Larson, Burns & Smith has not 
worked on the project since June 
2011, and Duane said the city is 
still trying to recoup funds it paid 
to the firm. He said the city con-
tracted a new firm, Encotech Inc., 
to redo the design of the trail.

Council previously approved a 
contract with Westar Construc-
tion Inc. in November 2009 for 
$3.2 million, according to City 
Council documents. Westar 
broke ground on construction 

in May 2010 but was later let go 
from the project.

Part of the funding for the trail 
will come from a $1.9 million fed-
eral grant the city was awarded in 
2002 that came through the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 
City funds to match that grant 
were not available until 2009.

“Since the original design was 
started in 2002 and set aside until 
sufficient funding became avail-
able, some field conditions and 
regulatory codes had changed by 
the time the project was restarted 
in 2010,” Duane said. “… At that 
time, a decision was made to ter-
minate the existing construction 
contract instead of risking mul-
tiple change orders and delays.”
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PARK UNIVERSITYSM 

Since 1875.

PARK’S PROMISE:
Serving Those Who Serve Their Community and Country 
with Personalized, Globally-Relevant Education for Life.

Park University’s degree programs are accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, a member 
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

PARK UNIVERSITY

Park University is proud to be an educational partner
in the Austin community.
• A College of Distinction School, Park University is nationally recognized for its 
 academic quality and its a
 ordable education.

•    At Park, we are an Adult Friendly and Military/Veteran Friendly campus; let us 
 help you achieve your educational goal.

•    Classes start 	 ve times during the year so you can begin or complete your 
 degree when you are ready.

•    Online is yet another excellent option at Park to earn your college degree 
 (undergraduate or graduate programs).

•    Experience Counts: Your career experience may qualify for up to 24 credit  
 hours via Park’s Validated Learning Equivalency Program.

Contact us today and let your success begin.

Call us today at (512) 385-7275. Or visit us online at www.park.edu/refuel
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Seton Northwest updates hospital, reinvests 
in relationship with community, businesses
By Amy Denney 

Seton Healthcare is pumping 
$5 million into Seton Northwest 
Hospital to update the look of 
the hospital after patient feed-
back indicated many were dissat-
isfied with its appearance. 

“What we have been hear-
ing is that although the care 
they receive at Seton North-
west is excellent, the look of 
Seton Northwest is dated,” said 
Michelle Robertson, president 
and CEO of Seton North Group 
of Hospitals, which includes 
Seton Northwest.

Designs for the remodel are in 
progress, and the work will take 
about eight months to finish, with 
it wrapping up this fall. Because 
Seton is a faith-based organiza-
tion, she said the focus is on heal-
ing the whole person, and this 
refresh will match that philoso-
phy. Robertson said the updated 
décor will have a more holistic 
look and involve natural elements 
such as wood and stone.

“There is data out there that 

HEALTH CARE

shows when people are in a natu-
ral type of environment, there is 
less visual distraction,” she said. 
“Being human beings, nature is 
something that should be sooth-
ing to us. A lot of people associ-
ate nature with peace as long as 
it is a quiet environment.”

New flooring, fixtures and 
more comfortable furniture that 
has a less industrial look are also 
included in the remodel. The 
color palette will be the same 
as Dell Children’s and Seton 
Southwest hospitals, the latter of 
which also underwent a remodel. 
On a larger scale, Robertson said 
the Seton Northwest refresh goes 
beyond the cosmetic.

“The bigger picture is we are 
reinvesting in Seton Northwest 
and are developing a whole line 
of new programs,” she said.

The hospital has already 
launched its Ignite women’s 
health program that offers heart 
health screenings and boot 
camps to engage women in the 
community. Robertson said the 

hospital is looking to engage 
local schools and host joint 
events with the YMCA as their 
missions are similar.

“Significant growth has 
occurred in Northwest Austin; 
the buildings, the neighborhoods 
have grown significantly,” she 
said. “A significant number of 
apartment complexes are there. 
How can we help with that type 
of community? Before, [the area] 
was smaller neighborhoods.”

With the schools, Robertson 
said Seton Northwest can work 
with educators on providing 
information in areas such as help-
ing to keep children with asthma 
safe at school. She said the hospi-
tal would also like to partner with 
local employers to offer wellness 
clinics and screenings in an 
effort to lower health care costs, 
enhance employee productivity 
and improve wellness in Central 
Texas overall.

“Seton has always taken a 
leadership role with the commu-
nity,” Robertson said.

About the hospital
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The remodel at Seton Northwest will have a design similar to Seton Southwest.
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Combine up to $3,200 in Rebates 
with a Low-Interest Loan for
Energy-Efficiency Improvements.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Thanks to bonus rebates available through a federal grant it has 
never been more affordable to make needed energy-efficiency 
improvements to your home. Visit www.austinenergy.com and 
click on “Participating Companies” and get your free home 
energy analysis.

A City of Austin Program

THE BEST OFFER IS BACK
AND BETTER THAN EVER!
THE BEST OFFER IS BACK
AND BETTER THAN EVER!
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By Lyndsey Taylor
A new supercomputer called Stampede 

that publicly launched Jan. 7 at the J.J. 
Pickle Research Campus in North Austin 
is considered one of the world’s fastest and 
most advanced of its kind.

Located in the Texas Advanced Com-
puting Center, Stampede will be used for 
research in fields such as biology, astron-
omy, climate and weather prediction, 
engineering, education and technology, 
TACC Director Jay Boisseau said. TACC’s 
purpose is to help facilitate discoveries 
that advance science and society through 
applying computational technologies.

“Stampede will [also] be used to help 
train the next generation of researchers 
in advanced computational science and 
technology, expanding the use of advanced 
computing across disciplines and into new 
communities and domains,” Boisseau said.

The National Science Foundation 
awarded a grant to the TACC for the 
construction of Stampede, and 90 percent 
of the system will be dedicated for use 
in Extreme Science and the Engineering 
Discovery Environment, which is a single 
virtual system that scientists use to share 
data and computing resources.

The remaining 10 percent of the sys-
tem will be used for other open science 
research projects. Open science research 
consists of grant-funded and peer-reviewed 
studies in science and engineering fields in 
which the data is made publicly available.

Staff at the TACC, Dell Inc. and Intel 
built the system for a total cost of $27.5 
million. During the next four years, it will 
cost more than $50 million to run the sys-
tem, which is expected to have about 4,000 
to 5,000 users, Boisseau said. TACC, Dell, 
Intel and a team of cyber infrastructure 
experts at several universities, including 

The Stampede supercomputer publicly launched Jan. 7 at the J.J. Pickle Research Campus.
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The University of Texas, will use the sys-
tem for technical operations.

“Stampede is going to revolutionize the 
way we do computational science,” said 
Omar Ghattas, a UT professor of geologi-
cal sciences and mechanical engineering. 
He is also the director of the Center for 
Computational Geosciences at the Insti-
tute for Computational Engineering and 
Sciences.

Before Stampede was launched to the 
open science community, Ghattas was one 
of the first scientists to use the system.

“I would almost bet it’s the largest 
university-based supercomputer in the 
world,” he said.

His research focuses on understanding 
the dynamics of the Earth, such as large-
scale earthquakes and how the ice flow in 
Antarctica relates to the rising sea levels. 
Ghattas said a supercomputer with at least 
16 petaflops of computational power is 
necessary to more accurately and quickly 
solve equations, speculate future geological 
changes and better simulate 3-D models.

Stampede has nearly 10 petaflops and is 
expected to increase to at least 15 petaflops. 
It can process 10 quadrillion mathematical 
equations per second. The supercomputer’s 
network is about 10,000 times faster than a 
typical home or business network, Ghattas 
said. He said the current iPhone is as fast 
as a supercomputer was 25 years ago.

In the next few decades, as supercom-
puters like Stampede continue to become 
more powerful, Ghattas said scientists will 
be closer to being able to predict when an 
earthquake will occur.

By the beginning of March, he said he 
anticipates all of his research on polar ice 
sheets in Antarctica currently being done 
on smaller computers to be transferred to 
Stampede.

New supercomputer is 10,000 times 
faster than most home networks

TECHNOLOGY

military appreciation weekend
3.22.13 3.23.13

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.08.13
TEAM POSTER GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night
team autograph session

3.01.13
PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

SPECIALTY JERSEY SILENT AUCTION BOTH NIGHTS!

$3 beer night

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

$3 beer night

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.02.13
TEXAS STARS T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY

Family four pack

COURTESY OF 

CAMO HAT GIVEAWAY
Family four pack

COURTESY OF 

CALL 512.GO.STARS

NIGHTS
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Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)
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Green Business is Good Business
The Austin Green Business Leaders program was created by the City of Austin  
to support Austin businesses and their pursuit of sustainability. Whether you’re  
an established green business or just getting started, Austin Green Business  
Leaders can help your business protect the environment, save money, and  
make Austin a more livable place. 

JOIN THE CLUB*

Balcones Resources, Inc.
Barr Mansion
Build A Sign
Dell, Inc.
Eco Chic Floral
EnviroMedia Social Marketing
Foundation Communities
Goodwill Industries of Central Texas
Green Host It, Inc.

HM Risk Group
House + Earth
in.gredients
JK Commercial Cleaning
McKinney York Architects
Office Depot
Patrick Lane Photography
Pearson, Inc.
Praecipio Consulting

ProGraphix
Rackspace
The Right Environment Ltd. Co.
Samsung Austin Semiconductor
The Shaw Group
Snap Kitchen
St. David’s Episcopal Church
Texas Sake Company
Wyndham Garden Hotel
Whole Foods Market*Platinum Level Austin Green Business Leaders as of 1/31/13

SIGN UP: www.austintexas.gov/sustainability
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WE HAVE AN EXCITING OFFER FOR YOUR COMPANY!

Please call to schedule a time for us to visit your office and provide this FREE service to your staff. 

Hand to Heart
Health and Wellness

Synergy Plaza South    |   11940 Jollyville Road, Ste 210-S   |   Austin   |   info@handtohearthealth.com

512-494-5658     www.handtohearthealth.com

WE ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF CORPORATE WELLNESS PROGRAMS SUCH AS:
health screenings, flu vaccination clinics, cpr and first aid training, and lunch and learn programs.

Visit 
ImpactDeals.com 

for offers!

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR FLU CLINIC 
FOR THE 2013 FLU SEASON. 

Don’t be caught in a shortage.
Orders must be submitted to the CDC BY MARCH 30TH to 

ensure adequate dosages are available.

Find our ad in the March 28th issue for a 
special offer on B12 injections.

HAND TO HEART HEALTH AND WELLNESS WILL COME TO YOUR SITE AND PROVIDE 
FREE *BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS! *with a minimum of 10 scheduled Vitamin B12 injections 

Chávez to retire 
from RRISD
By Korri Kezar

Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús 
Chávez announced Jan. 30 that he will be 
retiring effective Dec. 31.

“After much thought, and even prayer, 
[my wife Martha and I] came to the 
decision that the best decision for myself 
and the family was to retire at this time,” 
Chávez said at the news conference.

Despite signing a contract last year 
that extends into 2015, Chávez decided 
to cut his tenure short, citing wanting 
to spend time with his family. Chávez 
has served in the public school system 
for approximately 35 years. He also 
noted that there were additional reasons 
behind his decision.

“I had promised them, the family, that 
around 34, 35 years, I would be ready to 
retire,” he said. “One of the other things 
that is in the back of my mind is, life is 
short ... and that’s to say that the deci-
sion to retire is not any one thing, it’s a 
combination of things.”

After retiring, Chavez said he plans 
to stay in Round Rock and continue 
involvement in the community. He might 
also pursue part-time employment.

Board of trustees President Catherine 

EDUCATION

Hanna expressed disappointment at 
Chávez’s decision but said Chávez has 
led with integrity during his tenure in 
the district.

“He is a visionary leader. He steered 
our district through some rough times, 
including rapid growth and sometimes 
scarce resources,” Hanna said. “We are 
disappointed; however, after 35 years as 
an educator and 14 years as a superinten-
dent, we can understand that his family 
might be owed a bit of his time back.”

On Feb. 6, the board decided to use 
a recruitment firm to assist with the 
search for a new superintendent.

Chávez was named superintendent of 
the district in February 2006.

By Karen Brooks Harper
Capital Correspondent

A state district judge ruled Feb. 4 that 
Texas’ method of funding public schools 
was inadequate, unfair and unconstitu-
tional.

The decision still has to pass muster 
with the Texas Supreme Court, as the state 
is expected to appeal the ruling later this 
year. But the decision was a victory for the 
roughly 600 school districts—nearly two-
thirds of Texas districts—which have sued 
the state over the current funding system. 

By Kelli Weldon
Austin ISD and Round Rock ISD rank 

second and third in the nation on the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 2012 
list of green power users in K–12 schools.

Many school districts participate in the 
EPA’s Green Power Partnership pro-
gram, which encourages companies and 
organizations to use green energy. AISD 

Judge: Current state school funding 
system unfair and unconstitutional

Austin, Round Rock ISDs rank high 
nationally for renewable energy use

Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús Chávez 
announced his retirement Jan. 30.
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At the heart of Judge John Dietz’s rul-
ing is his belief that education in Texas is 
woefully underfunded and that the current 
system of paying for it with property taxes 
creates an unconstitutional statewide tax.

Austin, Round Rock and Pflugerville 
ISDs were all part of the lawsuit.

“Judge Dietz’s ruling affirms AISD’s 
position that our district needs adequate 
resources to serve our students well while 
meeting the state’s increasing standards,” 
Superintendent Meria Carstarphen said in 
a news release.

contracts with Austin Energy and is part 
of its Green Choice program, which allows 
the district to use environmentally friendly 
energy sources, said Paul Turner, AISD 
executive director of facilities.

“It’s part of the total amount of energy 
that we use every year, which is some-
where in the neighborhood of 160 million 
kilowatt-hours,” he said.
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FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 41  board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 43  cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 5 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based hereditary cancer risk assessment in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY   

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

You don’t have to leave  
Austin for comprehensive cancer care.

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin, Travis and Williamson counties Compiled by Peter McCrady, Joe Olivieri and Amy Dodd Thompson

County considers November bond election; 
Voters approved $250M proposition in 2006

WilCo applies to use 
vote centers in May, 
November elections

Austin Energy to get 
its own governance 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY The Wil-
liamson County Commissioners Court 
discussed the possibility of calling for a 
voter-approved bond election during a 
Feb. 12 meeting.

The commissioners planned to meet 
with city leaders in their precincts to 
discuss what major projects and priori-
ties should be considered for the potential 
bond election.

The county last called for a bond elec-
tion in 2006 for $250 million.

County Judge Dan Gattis said the com-
missioners may vote March 5 on whether 
to form a bond committee, which would 
make contact with the county’s cities 
about prioritizing the projects a potential 
bond issue would cover.

Gattis said he recommends appointing 

members to a bond 
committee the same 
way that was done for 
the 2006 bond issue, 
where two represen-
tatives from each 
precinct were selected 
by each commissioner, 
and a chairman was 
selected by the county 
judge.

Projects the county is looking at include 
parks and roads, Gattis said.

“We’ve got master plans on parkland 
that we bought with the last bond issue 
… and we’ll need bond money now to 
build those parks out and make them 
accessible to the public,” he said. “All of 
that needs to be followed through with.”

WILLIAMSON COUNTY Wil-
liamson County voters may have the 
opportunity to cast ballots in the May 
and November elections at any polling 
location in the county, regardless of the 
precinct in which they live.

On Feb. 19, Williamson County com-
missioners gave their approval for the 
Elections Office to apply to the state to 
run countywide vote centers for the two 
2013 elections.

The commissioners held two public 
hearings Feb. 11 and Feb. 19. Some 
residents raised concerns about all-
electronic voting and the vote center 
locations. Others said it increases acces-
sibility to voting.

AUSTIN Austin Energy is one step 
closer to seeing independent gover-
nance after Austin City Council passed 
a 7-0 resolution Feb. 14 directing the 
city manager to create an ordinance 
defining and creating an independent 
board to run the municipal utility. 

A few of the characteristics of the 
board outlined include it being com-
posed of seven members—including the 
mayor—with one board member being 
a customer residing outside city limits, 
as well as the board holding meetings 
at least once per month and members 
serving four-year terms. 

The city manager will come back to 
City Council on March 21 with a draft 
resolution to establish the independent 
governing board.

Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2210 • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Meets March 7, 21 and 28, 10 a.m.

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

County Judge Dan 
Gattis
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan

$219mo 1

1-Subaru - Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219, � nal pymt / residual = $12,785. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess 
charge. MSRP $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge, � rst mo. payment paid by Volvo. S60: $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 23 monthly pay-
ments of $359. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availability and may be out of stock at time of publication. If this occurs the advertised vehicle may be obtained from the manufacturer 
or distributor. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945 with Heated front seats, Convenience and Lighting Pkg. $3,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $329 � rst mo. pymt + $0 security 
deposit = $4,523 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,410. 36 monthly payments of $329. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  4-Porsche - 24-month 
closed-end lease o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� er requires dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 7,500 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Stock# W8358 based on lease sale price $100,555. $7,000 total due at lease inception, 24 monthly payments of $1,345.33, purchase option/residual at lease end $80,858.70. $350 
disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 2-28-13.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

 $359mo 2

2013 Porsche Carrera Coupe 
with PDK

 $1,345mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$329mo 3

Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no se
P $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with 
9. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availa
O�ers expire 2-28-13. 3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o�ered to quali�ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945

$329mo 3

odel DAB Pkg 01 With appro ed credit Dealer contrib tion ma a�ect �nal negotiated price 42 mo lease First mo pa ment total d e at inception no se

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers grapple with illegal immigration
Banning taxpayer-funded day labor 

sites and stripping undocumented college 
students of their access to in-state tuition 
are among proposals in the Texas Legisla-
ture that seek to limit the effects of illegal 
immigration.

But even as they are filing, Republican 
lawmakers, who have a majority in the 
House and Senate, said they are mindful 
that attempting to supersede federal law 
could bring about lawsuits and alienate 
Hispanic voters—while having no real 
impact in the Lone Star State. 

So far, the bills that have been filed are 
largely limited to steps the state can take, 
instead of bills that send strong anti–ille-
gal immigration messages but cannot be 
enforced by the state, such as stripping 
birthright citizenship for children born in 
the U.S. to undocumented parents, a bill 
that failed last session.

“It’s a different conversation for Republi-
cans to have, and it’s a new conversation to 
have,” said Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round 
Rock, who said he supports border secu-
rity and wants Texas to lead the charge on 
designing a national guest worker program. 

A bill banning so-called sanctuary cities 
that was a priority for Republican leaders 
last session has not been filed this session. 

The bill would have stripped funding 
from cities that appear to flout immigration 
laws, such as forbidding police from asking 
for proof of citizenship. But its author,  
Rep. Debbie Riddle, R-Spring, now says she 
has other immigration priorities.

“The bottom line is, making sure that the 
safety and security of the people of Texas is 
well-established must be our No. 1 priority. 
If we don’t do that, well, there isn’t much of 
a No. 2 priority,” Riddle said.

Gonzales agreed, saying he would rather 
address issues such as gangs, drug cartels 
and human trafficking than bills that could 
make the population less educated and 
more dependent on the system.

On the Democrat side, a bill has been 
filed by a Dallas representative to allow ille-
gal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses. 

Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, said illegal 
immigration is a problem that should be 
addressed, but he said Texas should avoid 
creating laws so harsh that business is 
stymied or parents are afraid to send their 
children to school.

“However you feel about illegal immigra-
tion, there is no sensible benefit to having 
the children of illegal immigrants go uned-
ucated while remaining in this country,” he 
said. “No one wins from that outcome.”

“Williamson County does not differentiate between documented and 
undocumented residents. Our greatest challenge has been and will continue to 

be keeping up with the growth of our county and Central Texas. An increase 
in population causes an increase in court cases, transportation demands and 

indigent health care, regardless of resident status.”

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis

“The greatest illegal immigration challenge for Travis County is our effort to comply 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s request that counties detain for 
up to 48 hours persons suspected of having ‘immigration status issues.’ … In 
my view, we should adopt two different standards: First, afford these persons 
the same presumption of innocence until proven guilty that other arrestees are 
granted, and second, detain only persons who are charged with or have been 
convicted of felony or serious misdemeanor offenses.”

Travis County Judge Samuel Biscoe

Sources: Pew Hispanic Center, Texas Comptroller’s Office, U.S. Census Bureau

ESTIMATED ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE TEXAS ECONOMY BY 
UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS

ESTIMATED 
PERCENTAGE OF THE 
TEXAS WORKFORCE 
IN 2010 THAT WAS 
COMPOSED OF 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

ESTIMATED

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION IN TEXAS

ESTIMATED ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION NATIONWIDE

Proposals to reduce that number have ranged from creating 
a guest worker plan with a path to citizenship to an outright 
mass deportation. 

I L L E G A L  I M M I G R A N T

POPULATION

$17.7 billion

11 million–20 million

1.6 million

Experts estimate the 
illegal immigrant 
population in Texas  
to be higher than in  
any other state  
except California.

9%
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03 Austin Jewish Academy Gala
This year’s gala honors two members in the 

community, Treva Horwitz and Aileen Duncan. The event 
includes dinner as well as silent and live auctions. 5–9 p.m. 
$180. Austin Hyatt Regency, 208 Barton Springs Road.        
512-735-8374. www.austinjewishacademy.org

04 through 18  
Camp Family Nights

Families are invited to enjoy the outdoors with a series of 
themed evening activities, which include canoeing, climbing 
and disc golf. 5:45 p.m. $10 (members), $12 (nonmembers). 
Twin Lakes Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park. 
512-250-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

08 through 17  
South by Southwest Music and Media 

Conference
The annual event is split into Interactive, Film and Music 
conferences. Former Vice President Al Gore and musician 
Dave Grohl are among those participating. $650 (Film), $795 
(Music), $1,150 (Interactive), $1,350 (gold badge), $1,595 
(platinum badge). Various locations. www.sxsw.com

09 Parent’s Night Out
Anderson Mill Limited District hosts a Parent’s Night 

Out with activities for children ages 4–12, including watching 
the movie “Rio.” 6:30–10:30 p.m. $15 per child and $10 for 
each additional child in same family. Anderson Mill Community 
Center, 11500 El Salido Parkway. 512-258-4104. www.amld.org

11 through 13  
Gymnastics camp

Capital Gymnastics hosts its spring break camp for children 
ages 4–9. The camp includes games, arts and crafts, movies 
and gymnastic activities. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Starting at $37 per 
day. Capital Gymnastics, 6001 W. Parmer Lane. 512-219-9930. 
www.capgym.com

11 through 15  
Spring break camp

The Amazon-themed camp has activities such as swimming, 
arts and crafts, and a field trip. 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m. $155 
(members), $190 (nonmembers). Northwest Family Branch, 
5807 McNeil Drive. 512-236-9622. www.austinymca.org

17 St. Patrick’s Day Austin
The family-friendly event focuses on the culture 

of Ireland. Activities include traditional Irish music, 
dancing, storytelling and language classes. Noon–9 p.m. 
$3–$12. Shoal Creek Event Center, 8611 N. MoPac.                                    
www.stpatricksdayaustin.com

23 Mighty Texas Dog Walk
The 1-mile walk around Auditorium Shores could 

break multiple world records, including the biggest fur ball, 
most dogs wearing the same bandana and most dogs eating 
the same treat. The event is put on by Texas Hearing and 

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa-events

To have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
second Friday of the month.

March

02 It’s My Park Day
Neighborhoods such as Gracywoods and those near 

Balcones District Park are among those participating in the 
Austin Parks Foundation’s largest citywide volunteer event to 
improve parks. More than 2,000 Austinites volunteered for 70 
park improvement projects last year. Free. Various locations and 
times. www.austinparks.org/its-my-park-day.html

02 CASAblanca
The fundraiser features a casino, live auction and 

gourmet dining. Proceeds benefit CASA of Travis County, 
an organization that advocates for abused or neglected 
children. 6–11 p.m. $200 per person, $2,000 for a table 
of 10. Hyatt Regency Austin, 208 Barton Springs Road.      
512-459-2272. www.casatravis.org/events/casablanca

02 Walt Disney music performance
Anderson High School’s Cinematic Symphony 

presents music from classic Walt Disney movies such as 
“Fantasia,” “The Lion King” and “Beauty and the Beast.” 
Tickets may be purchased online or at the door. 3 p.m. $10 
(general admission), $5 (students), free (children age 5 and 
younger). Anderson High School Performing Arts Center, 8403 
Mesa Drive. 512-922-9054. www.cinematicsymphony.com

02 Recycled Reads anniversary celebration
Recycled Reads celebrates its four-year anniversary 

with live music, a puppet show and craft demonstrations. Austin 
Public Library’s bookstore recycles books that cannot be sold 
and sells donated books. Noon–6 p.m. Free. Recycled Reads, 
5335 Burnet Road. 512-323-5123. www.recycledreads.org

03 Zilker Kite Festival
The 83rd annual event is the longest continually 

running kite festival in the nation. Contests include competitions 
for the largest kite, smallest kite and most unusual kite. Food 
and T-shirts are available for purchase, and all proceeds support 
local nonprofits working to prevent child abuse. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free. Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road. 512-448-5483. 
www.zilkerkitefestival.com

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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Service Dogs, which trains service and hearing dogs to assist 
people with disabilities. 7 a.m.–1 p.m. Starting at $25 per dog. 
Auditorium Shores, 800 W. Riverside Drive. 512-891-9090. 
www.servicedogs.org/dogwalk13

27 Children’s storytime
A reading of “Max’s Chocolate Chicken Storytime” is to 

take place at Barnes & Noble followed by children’s crafts and 
activities. 11 a.m. Free. Barnes & Noble, 10000 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 158. 512-418-8985. www.barnesandnoble.com

30 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
The self-guided tour invites attendees to view 

some of the city’s chicken coops. The Urban Poultry 
Association of Texas Inc. hosts the event. The event is 
held rain or shine. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $10 per map. Various 
locations. www.austincooptour.org

30 Concert in the Park
New Orleans–inspired band Bustamoovaltors 

performs at Harper Park. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
a picnic dinner. 6:30 p.m. Free. Harper Park, located at Lake 
Creek Parkway and Deerbrook Trail. www.amld.org

30 Electric Run
The glow-in-the-dark 5K run/walk is a night run in 

which participants run to music and light effects. Proceeds 
benefit the nonprofit LeukemiaTexas. 8:15 p.m. $55 (through 
March 21), $60 (day of event). Travis County Expo Center, 7311 
Decker Lane. 855-353-2786. www.electricrun.com/austin-tx
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LOFT Home

Esperanza Crossing

Offir Schwartz opened LOFT Home in 2006 at The Domain with his wife, Kelly.
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LOFT Home
Local furniture retailer wins national award

A fter a six-year presence in Austin, 
furniture and design store LOFT 
Home in The Domain has been 

nationally recognized as the best indepen-
dent furniture store in the United States.

The ARTS Award was presented to 
co-founders Kelly and Offir Schwartz at a 
gala ceremony Jan. 19 in Dallas. Offir said 
the business was nominated by industry 
peers and that the store was chosen from 
hundreds of retailers. The ARTS Awards 
are given to businesses in the home indus-
try for excellence in retailing, manufac-
turing, design and representation.

“It’s a pretty high accolade to be nomi-
nated by industry peers and then to win. 
We were shocked and delighted,” he said. 

The staff at LOFT Home aim to provide 
a comfortable setting when customers 
walk into the store as well as throughout 
their process of decorating, Offir said. The 
store carries contemporary and modern 
items such as sofas, tables, chairs, rugs, 
table lamps and bedding. Offir said about 

50 percent of the store’s upholstery comes 
from its own private label.

Before starting LOFT Home in Aus-
tin, Offir and Kelly lived in Los Angeles, 
where Kelly worked as a professional 
designer on yachts and homes. When they 
decided to start a business together, Kelly’s 
original idea was to open a furniture store 
for babies, but the business idea shifted to 
contemporary furniture and ultimately 
LOFT Home. 

Since winning the award, Offir said the 
couple plans to focus on growing their 
customer base in Austin, expanding the 
store’s private label and adding more rare 
items that cannot be found anywhere else 
in the nation. Offir and Kelly make two 
international buying trips a year, mostly 
to Asia, as well as to North Carolina.

“We’re going to continue to deliver 
value to our customers with exquisite 
design, amazing customer service, a 
unique shopping experience and a great 
product,” he said.

BUSINESS

3306 Esperanza Crossing
512-377-6857
www.lofthome.com
Twitter: @shopLOFT

By Lyndsey Taylor

LOFT Home offers several 
services to its customers, 
including:
• Complimentary in-home design 

consultation
• Fabric protection with a five-year 

warranty
• Local and national delivery
• Free subscription to LOFT Home 

catalog
• Opportunity to customize most 

furniture, such as choosing upholstery 
fabric or wood finish The LOFT Home free catalog is mailed out three to four 

times per year. To subscribe, visit LOFT’s website.

Gift items at LOFT Home 
include:
• Books on interior decorating, furniture 

and cooking
• Assorted scented candles and votives
• Wall art
• Tabletop dinner party games, such as 

“Table Topics”
• Ornaments
• Picture frames
• Assorted décor
• Throw pillows
• Decorative bowls, trays and throws

The nautical-themed Wave Chandelier by Noir is made 
with solid wood and vintage Edison light bulbs.

The client experience           
at LOFT Home
Customers can visit LOFT Home’s 
showroom at The Domain to buy items 
for their home, but if they need further 
design assistance, they can make an 
appointment with one of the design 
consultants for a home visit.

A LOFT Home consultant will measure 
the room, assess the client’s needs 
and design taste and will put together a 
variety of options for the client that will 
also complement items the client wants 
to keep in the space.

When the items arrive, LOFT Home will 
deliver the client’s new furniture, lighting 
and accessories.

LOFT Home can special order customized throw pillows 
for clients who wish to select their own fabrics.

MoPac
Century 
Robinson Rd.

Rogers Rd.

Century 
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Terrace

D
om

ai
n 

D
r.

buying A new nATuRAL gAs wATeR heATeR?
MOney’s wAiTing FOR yOu.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits  
can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

When you purchase a tankless or super high-efficiency natural gas water heater, you could receive  

a $600 rebate* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. 

For information and a complete list of rebates and restrictions, visit www.TexasGasService.com/Rebates, 

email Conservation@TexasGasService.com or call us at (512) 370-8243.
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Purple is the 
new green
Purple pipe represents Austin Water’s commitment to conservation. This 
uniquely colored pipe carries reclaimed water—cleaned wastewater from 
our treatment plants. It is used for non-potable purposes instead of being 
returned to the Colorado river. Reclaimed water is currently used at ABIA, 
Mueller, UT and area golf courses. The reclaimed water distribution system 
is steadily expanding throughout Austin. 
 

This is how Austin Water uses purple to keep things green. 
 

Learn more about how Austin Water is clearly reliable at
austintexas.gov/department/water

austintexas.gov/water

Obesity is something that many people struggle with every day. Not just physically, 
but emotionally. If you’re overweight and want to make changes in your life, our 
Weight Loss Surgery Seminar is a step in the right direction. With the help of our 
dedicated team of healthcare professionals, you’ll find out exactly how you can 
reshape your life.

TO REGISTER FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR  
PLEASE CALL 888.868.2104, OR 512.478.3627.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your  
health questions 24/7, please call 1-888-868-2104, or 512.478.3627.

STDAVIDS.COM

Join us for our free weight loss surgery seminar on March 14, 6:30 p.m.
FREE healthy dinner will be provided.

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center  ·  Classroom 2A

Lourdes, Gastric Sleeve, December 2011Lourdes, Gastric Sleeve, December 2011

512-250-2300
6001 W Parmer Lane, Ste. 300

www.heavenlysmilesaustin.com

Heavenly Smiles

Anderson Mill Rd. Parmer Ln.

McNeil Dr.

183

CREATING 
BEAUTIFUL

SMILES

FREE ORTHODONTIC 
CONSULTATION!

Get braces today for only $175 a month
O� er expires March 31, 2013

Now offering orthodontic services.
If you’re looking for a great dentist 

in Austin, call us today!
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JAMRZ Cafe

Lake
 Creek P
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JAMRZ Cafe is the first restaurant that Jake and Marlene Ainsworth have owned.
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JAMRZ Cafe
New owners add variety to burger eatery

S ince taking over ownership of the 
former In the Buns Burger Joint, 
Jake and Marlene Ainsworth have 

been on a 1 1/2–year journey to turn the 
business into a restaurant that fits their 
personality.

“We are approaching our restaurant 
with the same philosophy we use in our 
life: Create something really nice for your-
self and find others that can enjoy what 
you have created with you,” Jake said.

He said the burger joint has evolved 
from its former grungy look into a cozier 
restaurant the couple renamed JAMRZ 
Cafe with warmer paint colors, new 
booths and a stone tiled floor. Further-
more, the Ainsworths wanted their res-
taurant to serve more than just burgers.

“We kept what the previous owner had 
and added on to it,” Jake said. “Every 
single item got retooled. … We felt there 
wasn’t enough variety, so that’s why we 
went from a burger joint to a cafe.”

Some of those new menu items include 
the couple’s own recipe for chicken tortilla 
soup, which Marlene called a joint effort to 
tweak the recipe until it was perfect. When 
customers ask for a recommendation, she 
said she always suggests her favorite item, 
the fajita chicken sandwich ($4.24–$6.79), 
which comes with grilled chicken topped 

with grilled peppers, onions, cheese, sour 
cream and guacamole.

They also added baked potatoes with 
toppings such as bacon crumbles, but-
ter, sour cream and cheddar. The Jaked 
potato comes with double butter, cheese 
and bacon. Sloppy Joes and sloppy dogs, 
which are similar to a Sloppy Joe but on a 
hot dog, are other newer menu items.

“Sloppy dogs was something we used 
to make at the house all the time, and 
people said they were great,” Jake said.

Despite no longer being just a burger 
establishment, the couple said customers 
still love the burgers. Customers have the 
option of choosing from seven different 
patty choices, such as portobello mush-
room, tilapia and ground turkey, as well 
as a white, wheat or gluten-free bun, all 
for no additional charge. Fresh-cut fries or 
beer-battered onion rings round out the 
meals. For dessert, customers can choose 
from vanilla, chocolate, strawberry or 
peanut butter hand-dipped shakes and 
malts ($2.59–$3.59).

“We get a lot of compliments from 
our customers and have a lot of repeat 
customers,” Marlene said. “Everybody 
has embraced the changes. ... The new 
look pulls in more families, and the word 
of mouth is awesome.”

DINING

13776 N. US 183, Ste. 142
512-258-1011
www.jamrzcafe.com
Twitter: @JAMRZCafe

Future evolution
Jake and Marlene Ainsworth have been con-
stantly changing and evolving the restaurant 
since becoming its owners 1 1/2 years ago. 
So far, they added booths, repainted and 
put in stone tile flooring. They even retooled 
every item on the menu and added on to it.

They are not done yet. After listening to 
many customers indicate how much they 
would love to drink a beer with their burgers, 
the couple plans to add beer to the menu in 
March. Jake said JAMRZ plans to have local 
favorites such as Shiner and Real Ale as well 
as Abita Purple Haze, Blue Moon, Sierra 
Nevada and Budweiser.

A history of Jake and            
Marlene and JAMRZ Cafe
Jake and Marlene Ainsworth moved to Austin 
in 1977 and managed several restaurants, 
including King Burger, Royal Burger, Gatti’s 
Pizza, and Hamburgers by Gourmet. They 
got out of the restaurant business in 1990 
before deciding they missed it. In 2009, the 
couple considered opening a pizza franchise 
where JAMRZ Cafe is located but that fell 
through, and the former owner of In the 
Buns Burger Joint later signed a lease for the 
space. In 2011, they bought In the Buns and 
renamed it.

The couple loves classic rock and hosts an 
event twice a month at their home studio 
called SaturJam with the family band, JAMR. 
At the restaurant, they play hand-picked 
classic rock hits over the sound system and 
plan to have live jam sessions, Jake said.

The classic cheeseburger ($3.19–$5.09) is 
served with hand-cut fries ($1.89).

The fajita chicken sandwich ($4.24–$6.79)

The chicken tortilla soup is Jake and Marlene’s 
own recipe ($2.79–$3.49).

By the numbers

By Amy Denney

JAMRZ is 
named after

Options for  
hand-dipped 
milkshakes

The Ainsworths 
have been in Austin

7
3

6

4

Types of 
patties

Bun options

20

36

Toppings

183

45
TOLL

620

Lake Creek 
Pkwy.

Pecan 
Park 
Blvd.

Hymeadow 
Dr.

Crank 
up the 
giving.

You look like a philanthropist—perhaps it’s the heart? 
We’re making donating easy for philanthropists like 
you on March 4–5, 2013, Austin’s fi rst 24-hour giving 
day. Just go to ILiveHereIGiveHere.org and choose 
from over 300 Central Texas nonprofi ts to make a 
donation. With your help, we can raise over a million 
dollars, making it a rocking good day for your favorite 
charities. And, your gifts will be amplifi ed thanks to 
a generous matching pool from University Federal 
Credit Union and The Austin Community Foundation.

#amplifyATX

years

family 
members
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J ulia Hix played an active role in her 
daughters’ lives as a mother, soccer 
coach and school volunteer, but 

when she was diagnosed with breast cancer 
last May, she feared becoming unable to 
care for her two daughters.

Just after her diagnosis, Hix attended 
a meeting at Wonders & Worries with 
daughter Melanie, 7, to learn how to be a 
parent while fighting cancer. The organi-
zation provides free support services to 
children ages 2–18 who have a parent or 
guardian with a physical life-threatening 
illness. After the first meeting, she and 
Melanie visited Wonders & Worries weekly.

“There were other moms that were bald, 
and there were other kids that had to deal 
with this. That was really amazing for 
[Melanie]. She loved it,” Hix said.  

Services for parents include support 
groups, consultations on discussing their 
illness with their children and eight-
week training courses about maintaining 
stability for children during treatment. 
For children and teens, programs include 
individualized six-week education sessions 
about their parent’s illness and one-on-one 
meetings with child life specialists. 

Melanie bonded immediately with one 
of the child life specialists, Corinne Jorgen-
son, who taught Melanie how to express 
her emotions through crafts and what to 
expect when her mom came home from 
double-mastectomy surgery, Hix said. 

“I don’t know how we would have gotten 
through it without them,” she said.

Meredith Cooper, executive director and 
co-founder of Wonders & Worries, said it is 
the only organization in Central Texas that 
specifically works with families that have 
an adult facing a life-threatening illness. 

“We work with [the family] from the 
time of diagnosis through the illness, 

Executive Director Meredith Cooper said toys and play therapy help children better understand illnesses.
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and because they have connected with us 
through that experience and have created 
that trusting therapeutic relationship, we 
continue to work with the family during 
the bereavement and loss,” Cooper said.   

She founded Wonders & Worries in 2001 
with Melissa Hicks, and it has helped about 
4,500 children and parents since then. 
There are three locations in Austin, one in 
North Carolina and one in Canada.

“There’s a growing awareness that this 
is such a tremendous need,” Cooper said. 
“One out of four people diagnosed with 
cancer have a child under the age of 18 liv-
ing in their home.”

Hix, who finished chemotherapy in 
October, said Melanie’s experience with 
Wonders & Worries made it possible for 
Hix to focus on her treatment.

“I felt like that was a huge help for me. It 
was Melanie that was going to the counsel-
ing, but I had peace of mind that she was 
getting something that I really needed for 
her to understand,” Hix said. 

Each year the nonprofit hosts two fund-
raisers. The next event is Qué Maravilla on 
April 5 at the Austin Music Hall.

Wonders & Worries
Kids with seriously ill parents find support
By Lyndsey Taylor

Wonders & Worries

9101 Burnet Road, Ste. 107
512-329-5757
www.wondersandworries.org
Twitter: @WondersnWorries
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CALL TODAY FOR AN 

APPOINTMENT! 
7318 MCNEIL DR.

SUITE 110

Come & sip on a mimosa as you 
indulge on everything from a 
Brazilian Blowout to a precision 
cut with our master stylists.

We bring South 
Austin style up 

North, so come to 
the Pinup Salon.

NONPROFIT

Before After

Finally!
An affordable patented 

procedure is now available 
to treat toenail fungus.

SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
$295Starting at

WE ALSO TREAT 
BUNIONS

HAMMERTOES 
WARTS 

FRACTURES
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Austin Chamber of Commerce 
offices, Hilton Austin Downtown, 
500 E. Fourth St. 

“Innovation 
U.—Getting 
Great Ideas 
Out the Door”
University 
of Texas 
President Bill 
Powers. March 

9 from 12:30–1:30 p.m. Omni 
Downtown, Capital Ballroom, 
700 San Jacinto Blvd.
 

“The New 
Golden Age 
of Human 
Space Flight” 
Portalarium 
Inc. co-creator 
Richard Garri-
ott de Cayeux, 
Ph.D. March 

11 from 11 a.m.–noon. Austin 
Convention Center, Ballroom D, 
500 E. Cesar Chavez St.

“Conscious 
Capitalism: 
Liberating the 
Heroic Spirit 
of Business”
Whole Foods 
Market 
founder John 

Mackey. March 10 from 11 a.m.–
noon. Austin Convention Center, 
500 E. Cesar Chavez St.

“Fueling Austin’s Tech Industry 
with Education”
Austin Community College 
President Richard Rhodes;
Pauline Dow, Austin ISD chief 
academic officer; Donald Chris-
tian, dean of the College of Busi-
ness at Concordia University; 
and Nathan Green of the Austin 
Young Chamber. March 10 from 
11 a.m.–noon. Austin Chamber of 
Commerce offices, Hilton Austin 
Downtown, 500 E. Fourth St. 

“TacoJournalism: Revenge  
of the Taco Blogger” 

“Before Midnight”
From Austin director Richard 
Linklater. March 9 from 9:45–
11:33 p.m. Paramount Theatre, 
713 Congress Ave.

“The Bounceback”
A comedy set in Austin.
March 9 from 2–3:32 p.m.
Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress 
Ave.

“Computer Chess”
A film from Andrew Bujalski, 
who has lived in Austin.
March 11 from 4:30–6:02 p.m. 
Vimeo Theater, 201 Trinity St.

“A Conversation with Matthew 
McConaughey”
March 10 from 3:30–4:30 p.m. 
Austin Convention Center, 500 E. 
Cesar Chavez St.

“Mud” 
An adventure film starring Mat-
thew McConaughey and directed 
by Austinite Jeff Nichols.
March 10 from noon–2:10 p.m.
Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress 
Ave.

“Pit Stop”
A parallel story of two gay men 
in a small Texas town directed 
by Austinite Yen Tan. March 11 
from 9:45–11:05 p.m. Stateside 
Theatre, 719 Congress Ave.

BADGE WALK-UP RATES
For those wanting to attend SXSW who 
have not yet bought badges, prices for 
badges range from $375 to $1,595 and can 
be purchased online at http://sxsw.com/
attend.
Education: $375
Film: $650
Music: $795
Interactive: $1,150
Gold (Interactive and Film): $1,350
Platinum (Interactive, Film and Music): 
$1,595

FILM WRISTBANDS  
AND SINGLE TICKETS
Film wristbands grant attendees entrance 
into screenings immediately after badge 
holders. Wristbands cost $80 and can 
be purchased at Waterloo Records as 
well as Alamo Drafthouse Ritz, Slaughter 
Lane and Village locations. Tickets for 
screenings are sold at each venue if seats 
remain 15 minutes before showtime.

MUSIC WRISTBANDS
With a music wristband, attendees get 
into showcases after badge holders have 
entered. Wristbands do not get attendees 
into the music panels, keynotes and trade 
shows. The second round of wristbands 
are available to Austin residents for $179 
while supplies last. For more details, visit 
http://wristbands.sxsw.com

FREE EVENTS
Once again, nationally known bands 
are set to play free shows at Auditorium 
Shores during SXSW. Cafe Tacvba is 
headlining Thursday, and The Flaming Lips 
and Jim James are playing Friday.

Also, the newly named SXSW Gaming, 
the video-gaming component of SXSW 
Interactive, is free and open to the public 
March 8–10 at the Palmer Events Center, 
900 Barton Springs Road. SXSW Gaming 
is scheduled to have professional gaming 
tournaments, demos, panels and on-site 
parties. For more information, visit http://
sxsw.com/interactive/gaming.

SOUTHBITES
Paul Qui, the “Top Chef” winner who is 
behind the East Side King food trucks and 
brick-and-mortar location at Hole in the 
Wall, 2538 Guadalupe St., has partnered 
with SXSW to curate a group of food 
trucks for the festival. Southbites will be 
located at the corner of Rainey and Driskill 
streets and feature food trucks with a 
diverse range of cuisines. 

PARKING MAP
The City of Austin has created an 
interactive map that will highlight 
everything from available ground 
transportation stands to road closures 
and shuttle routes. The map will be 
available on smartphones and at 
www.austintexas.gov/department/
transportation. Austin Transportation 
Department spokeswoman Leah Fillion 
said the interactive map will provide a wide 
range of transportation information in one 
place.

SXCYCLES
Platinum, Gold, Interactive, Film and Music 
registrants have access to SXcycles, 
a complimentary bikeshare program. 
Registrants have access to a bike, helmet, 
locks, Biologic lights and a commute bag. 
The bicycles can be picked up at 513 E. 
Cesar Chavez St., directly across from the 
Austin Convention Center.

INFORMATION

“Preparing High-Tech Innovators 
Through Game Design”
Anne Feritta, community affairs 
manager, AMD Inc., and Joe 
Gonzales, East Austin College 
Prep. Superintendent. March 5 
from 9–10 a.m. Hilton Austin 
Downtown, 500 E. Fourth St.

“The Chang-
ing Face of 
Public Educa-
tion: Today’s 
Learners, 
Tomorrow’s 
Leaders” 
Austin ISD 
Superinten-

dent Meria Carstarphen. March 
5 from 10:30–11:30 a.m. Austin 
Convention Center, 500 E. Cesar 
Chavez St.

“Kids Who Produce News 
Become Better Citizens”
Austin High School teacher Gil 
Garcia. March 5 from 10:30–
11:30 a.m. Hilton Austin Down-
town, Salon E, 500 E. Fourth St.

“From High School to College 
and Career”
Drew Scheberle, senior vice 
president of the Austin Chamber 
of Commerce. March 5 from 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Hilton Austin 
Downtown, Salon B, 500 E. 
Fourth St.

www.tacojournalism.com 
founder Mando Rayo. March 11 
from 5:15–5:30 p.m. Hilton Aus-
tin Downtown, 500 E. Fourth St.

“Building Headquarter Gaming 
Companies in Austin”
Fred Schmidt, co-founder of 
Wild About Music, Austin Rocks 
Texas and Portalarium Inc. 
March 12 from 12:30–1:30 p.m. 
Hyatt Regency Austin, 208 Barton 
Springs Road

While nationally known names such as Dave Grohl and 
Bill Gates have made headlines for their participation 

in this year’s South by Southwest Music and Media Confer-
ence, Austin-based scholars, entrepreneurs, actors, educators 

and musicians will also 
play a significant role in the 
event, SXSW Interactive 
director Hugh Forrest said.

Austinites are featured in 
all aspects of SXSW, from 
Matthew McConaughey 
speaking at the SXSW Film 
festival to University of 
Texas President Bill Powers 
discussing innovation dur-
ing the SXSW Interactive 

festival.   
“I’ve always thought that South by Southwest helps shine 

a very bright light on all the creativity that is happening in 
Austin,” Forrest said.

During SXSW Interactive, Austinite Richard Garriott de 
Cayeux, Ph.D., is scheduled to talk about his vision of the 
new Golden Age of space travel. Space travel is a dominant 
theme at SXSW Interactive, as is crowd-source funding and 
3-D printing, Forrest said.

Forrest said SXSW Interactive continues to shift focus to 
other areas, such as the way technology is impacting fash-
ion, food or changing the world of sports.

“One of the values of an event like South by Southwest is 
that the personality and complexion changes every year,” 
he said. “It’s always fascinating to watch that and to feed off 
that energy as it takes over Austin.”

MUSIC 
MARCH 12–17

INTERACTIVE
MARCH 8–12

FILM 
MARCH 8–16

EDU
MARCH 4–7

SXSW SHINES ‘VERY BRIGHT LIGHT’ ON AUSTIN’S CREATIVE COMMUNITY

LOCAL VOICES 
AT SXSW

LOCAL 
SPOTLIGHT

Compiled by Gene Davis

“Startup Grind Austin Asks 
‘Why Austin?’”
Susan Davenport, Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Bootstrap 
Austin founder Bijoy Goswami. 
March 9 from 9:30–10:30 a.m. 

Aisha Burns
Austin Steamers
Bruce Saunders
Crooked Bangs
Dikes of Hollands
Erin Ivey
Frontier Live
Golden Bear
Hundred Visions
Kay Leotard
Love Inks
Mike and the Moonpies
Moonlight Towers
The Preservation
Residual Kid
The Roosevelts
Ruby Jane
Shakey Graves
Speak
Today is the Day
True Believers
What Made Milwaukee Famous
The Whiskey Sisters
Youngnick
ZEALE
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12881 Pond Springs Rd • 335-8093

Easy Herbs
Big Beefy Plants! Great for cooking, fragrance, 

ornamental and medicinal purposes.

$1.99 4-Inch pot 
reg. $2.99, 5 for $9.00

One coupon per person. Limit 10 plants per person. 
Expires 3/28/13 or while supplies last.

Your Zip: ________________

Delicious Veggies
GROW YOUR OWN!

Select from many popular varieties 
selected for the Austin area

$1.69 4-Inch pot 
reg. $2.49, 10 for $16

One coupon per person. Limit 10 plants per person. 
Expires 3/28/13 or while supplies last.

Your Zip: ________________

Fruit Trees

Your Zip: ________________

Grow your own succulent juicy fruit! Red Barn’s Texas grown 
fruit tree varieties are specially chosen to perform well in the 
Austin area. Select from over 40 varieties of container grown 
apples, peaches, � gs, apricots, nectarines, pears and plums.

$24.98 5-gal pot
Reg. Price $32.98, 2 for $46

One coupon per person. Limit 2 trees per coupon.
Expires 3/28/13 or while supplies last.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

McNeil Dr.

Pond 

Springs Rd.
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 ORGANIC SUPPLIES: Fresh Brewed Compost Tea 
Compost & Fertilizer  • Natural Weed & Pest Control 
Edibles: Veggies & Herbs • Hydroponics  
Native & Xeric Plants • Antique Roses • Plus much more!

Mon-Sat 7am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

www.countrysideaustin.com
Call and ask about FREE Garden Seminars Saturdays @ 10am

13292 Pond Springs Rd.  •  Austin TX 78729  •  512.249.0100

20% 
OFF 

TREES 
Installation available. 

Can not combine with any 
other offer. Must present 

at time of purchase. 
Expires 3/28/13

SPRING FESTIVAL 
with John Dromgoole
ONE DAY SALE
20% OFF EVERYTHING*
MARCH 30TH

*BULK MATERIAL & SERVICES 
ARE EXCLUDED

GUIDE
FOR PATIOS and SMALL YARDS

or those in Northwest Austin without ample 
gardening space, our gardening guide provides tips, 
resources, information about a local community 

garden and a few recommendations for both shade- and 
sun-loving plants for patios and small gardens.

GARDEN CARE
• All potted vegetation needs water-soluble fertilizer.

• Be mindful of over-watering plants such as violas. A good way to 
determine whether a plant needs water is by sticking a a wooden stick 
such as a chopstick into the soil. If the chopstick comes out bone-dry, 
it is time to water. If the chopstick comes out with dirt clinging to it, the 
plant does not yet need watering. 

• Generally during the winter and spring seasons, potted plants should be 
watered once or twice per week depending on the plant and amount of 
sunlight it gets. During the summer, potted plants should stay moist and 
may need to be watered every day. 

• Sun-loving plants generally need at least six hours or more of sunlight 
per day.

• Weather depending, it is safe to sow seeds by the end of March, but it is 
possible to get an earlier start by protecting the plant life.

• For succulents, which are thicker desert plants, use soil that is sand-based.

Shade-loving 
PLANTS

• Begonias
• Caladiums
• Impatiens
• Coleus
• Hydrangeas

Sun-loving  
PLANTS

• Kalanchoes
• Geraniums
• Violas
• Salvias
• Roses

Source: Tim Smith, owner of Hill Country Landscape; Mary Kastl, garden coach and landscape designer
Source: Tim Smith, owner of Hill Country Landscape, located at 13561 Pond Springs Road

Some succulents like partial shade

Kalanchoe

Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor
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 2710 Hancock Drive • Austin, TX  78731 • 512-458-5909 • shoalcreeknursery.com

Wide array of beautiful pottery from
around the world

Locally grown vegetable plants & herbs
Newly arrived annuals & perennials

Locally owned
Experienced & dedicated staff

Organic composts, fertilizers
& pest controls

Unique. Local. Experience.

GARDENING TIPS
• Before you go shopping for your garden, 

look for inspiration in your home by taking 
note of colors and styles you like. Having 
a preliminary plan of what you want your 
garden to look like will help you narrow 
down possibilities and stick to a budget. 

• Know your time restraints and how much 
effort you want to put into your gardening.

• Plan for your location by using native and 
adapted plants or those that thrive in the 
climate and location of your home. This 
should make the gardening process much 
less frustrating.

• If you’re working with a small space, grow your plants vertically by 
using a trellis or including hanging plants. 

• For container gardening, be creative by using storage bins or old 
shoes.

• If planting vegetables, be mindful that they need a lot of sun to 
flourish.

• Drip irrigation is designed to be easy to install and is suitable for 
watering vegetation. Many systems have the capability to be on a 
timer and are adjustable for how much water needs to be used.

• Many herbs can be grown year-round. For example, herbs such as 
cilantro grow much better in cooler weather. 

• As everyone’s environment is different, much of gardening is trial 
and error. Care will vary depending on how much sun and shade your 
gardening environment gets.

Recommended resources:
• Travis County Master Gardener’s “Creating a Drought-Resistant Garden in Central 

Texas” focuses on topics such as planning and design, creating practical lawn areas and 
watering appropriately. The book is $24.95 and is available at most local garden stores 
and nurseries.

• Texas A&M University’s Aggie Horticulture website provides tips on fruit, nut and 
vegetable resources. For more information, visit http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu. 

• “Native and Adapted Landscape Plants,” an earthwise guide for Central Texas, is 
published by the City of Austin and provides an index of different types of plants, trees, 
shrubs, turf, yuccas and more. The publication is free and is available at most local 
gardening nurseries. 

COMMUNITY GARDENS  
IN NORTHWEST AUSTIN
Gateway Church’s community garden, 
Grow Together, is located at 7104 
McNeil Drive, and offers free plots, 
gardening classes, information about 
recipes and cooking, and more. 
Gardeners do 
not need to be 
members of 
the church and 
may contact 
Stu Hentschel 
for plot 
availability at 
stuhentschel@austinrr.com. The 
Grow Together garden website, www.
grow-together.org, provides more 
information about it. To find more 
community gardens in the Austin area, 
visit www.communitygardensaustin.org.

Source: Catherine Jones, Northwest Austin resident and master gardener; Mary Kastl garden coach and landscape designer

Grow Together
The Grow Together 
community garden at 
Gateway Church is open to 
the public. Users may also 
take classes.
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Redistricting
Continued from | 1

won’t happen unless people get 
involved.”

North Austin alliance
NACN hosted a Jan. 21 town 

hall meeting that residents from 
15 neighborhoods in North and 
Northwest Austin attended to dis-
cuss the makeup of a proposed 
alliance. About 65 residents who 
attended that meeting filled out a 
survey with questions asking how 
involved the alliance should be 
with politics and what sort of gov-
erning body or board would exist.

The town hall meeting was the 
first step toward creating an alli-
ance. Rudig said in March, she will 
email that same survey to residents 
on the NACN email list, and the 
association will convene in April 
to discuss the results. She said 
what neighborhoods would be 
included in the alliance will not be 
determined until the 10 districts 
are created.

“We’re trying to lay the ground-
work so that once the maps are 
drawn, then we can turn around 
and say, ‘OK, all you neighbor-
hoods talked about this. Do you 
want to do this, and how do you 
want to make it work?’” she said.

Milwood resident Ed English, 
who also serves as the North Aus-
tin representative for grass-roots 
organization Austinites for Geo-
graphic Representation, said it 
seems that because the vast major-
ity of current and previous council 
members and mayors have come 
from a fairly affluent part of town, 
the council has lost touch with 
what it is like to live in a more 
average neighborhood. AGR was 
responsible for obtaining enough 
signatures to put single-member 
districts on the Nov. 6 ballot and 
also backed the 10-1 plan.

“For the more specific issues, 

a lot of North Austinites do not 
feel that sufficient attention has 
been paid here as far as spending 
projects, improvements,” he said. 
“We just seem like we’re always, in 
essence, we get the leftovers.”

Neighborhoods joining forces 
to address issues has worked in 
the past, Rudig said, citing an 
example of the property where the 
new North Austin YMCA sits on 
Rundberg Lane near North Lamar 
Boulevard. She said that within six 
years, neighborhoods helped clean 
up the property, which previously 
served as a dumping ground.

“That’s the kind of thing really 
that one or two neighborhoods 
can’t do [alone]. It takes a collec-
tive voice,” Rudig said.

Phil Denney, Anderson Mill 
Neighborhood Association presi-
dent, said having an alliance among 
neighborhoods is a great idea, but 
he would rather see NACN expand 
its boundaries to include more 
areas of North Austin. He commu-
nicates frequently with NACN as 
well as other neighborhood groups 
in Northwest Austin.

“That’s the best thing—to have 
communication between neigh-
borhoods and get updates from 
each other,” he said.

Redistricting process
The ICRC that is currently being 

formed will be responsible for 
drawing the district boundaries. 
English said that because all meet-
ings and the entire process will be 
open to the public, it is important 
for citizens to follow the progress.

“After the redistricting com-
mittee is alive, up and running, 
we need to ensure that the pub-
lic hearings are well-attended by 
people from every part of town, 
including North Austin, so that 
their concerns on where these 
lines are drawn are heard,” he said.

Representatives from AGR plan 
to attend every meeting to ensure 
the ICRC is implementing each 

step properly, English said.
One of the restrictions to apply 

for the ICRC is that an applicant 
must have lived within the city 
limits for at least five years. That 
means residents in Anderson Mill, 
which was annexed in December 
2008, were not eligible to apply. 
However, Denney said he does not 
foresee this as an issue.

“I don’t think that’s going to be 
a problem because once they start 
having meetings, we can still go to 
those meetings and present our 
concerns at that time,” he said. “I 
think that will work out fine.”

A need for representation
Since becoming part of Austin, 

Denney said Anderson Mill resi-
dents have not had issues working 
with city staff or council members 
to solve problems. When bike 
lanes were added to Lake Creek 
Parkway last summer, he said staff 
worked with residents to alleviate 
any concerns.

“It isn’t that they’re not willing 
to talk and hear the issues that we 
have,” he said. “We’ve had things 
in the past where we just com-
municate with them, and they’re 
responsive and responding to our 
questions. ... I just think maybe 
people will feel they have more 
representation by having their 
own district council member.”

Rudig said neighborhoods 
banding together worked when 
the bond advisory commit-
tee was considering projects for 
the Nov. 6 bond election. She 
said after showing the commit-
tee why improving North Lamar 
Boulevard and Burnet Road in 
North Austin was necessary for 
public safety, the committee put 
$15 million in the package that 
was ultimately approved by vot-
ers. The bond money is intended 
to improve the roads, sidewalks, 
curbs and crosswalks.

She said the bond commit-
tee admited that Council did not 

make the project a priority.
“That’s the kind of stuff that 

shows why we need a coalition,” 
she said.

Councilman Bill Spelman said 
he does not think there is any more 
of a disconnect in North Austin 
compared with any other part of 
the city and that 10-1 will ensure 
every part of town is represented 
on City Council.

“None of us know the whole city, 
and in any given regional issue, 
there are two or three of us that 
know that part of town real well, 
and the rest of us are learning,” 
Spelman said.

February 22
Application deadline for 

Applicant Review Panel and 
ICRC

March 14
All qualified applicants for 

the ICRC are put into a pool

May 22
City auditor randomly draws 
eight names for the ICRC at 

a public hearing

2013–14
ICRC meets to discuss the 

district boundaries and uses 
census and other city data 

as resources; meetings are 
open to the public

Late 2013 
–early 2014

Austinites for Geographic 
Representation would prefer 
the ICRC to have the district 
map ready to submit to the 
U.S. Department of Justice 

for approval

2014
Neighborhoods can start 

supporting candidates for 
their districts after the map 

is approved

February 27
City auditor draws three 
names for the panel at a 
public hearing

Spring 2014
AGR would like to have 
approval from the DOJ for 
the map

November 2014
First City Council election 
using the new districts 
occurs

Spring 2013 
Panel suggests the 60 most 
qualified ICRC applicants 
to the City Council; council 
members may remove one 
name each

Spring 2013
Eight new commissioners 
select the remaining 
six members to ensure 
geographic representation

2013–14
ICRC needs at least nine 
votes to approve the new 
map

10-1 redistricting timeline

Source: City of Austin Auditor’s office

The Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission will draw the maps for the 10 
City Council single-member districts before the next election in November 2014.

2013

2015

2014

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

Single-member districts, 10-1

HOURS 11AM–10PM MON–THUR
11AM–11PM FRI–SAT

12PM–10PM SUN

ORDER ONLINE!

texas Two Step
$25.99 INCLUDES 2 - 6 OZ. SIRLOINS, 2 FRESH 

SALADS, 2 BAKED POTATOES, 2 BAKED DINNER 
ROLLS AND 2 DESSERTS.

Delivery.Pick up or Dine in.
Not valid with any other deal.

Exp. 04/30/13

FOR FRESH DELIVERY CALL 512-258-7575

WWW.TEXASSTEAKOUTONLINE.COM
9003 WATERFORD CENTRE BLVD #180 
1 BLOCK NORTH OF BURNET ON THE 

183 ACCESS ROAD
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Bags
Continued from | 1

of restaurant takeout bags, among others, 
can still be thin plastic bags.

Businesses are encouraging customers to 
bring their own reusable bags from now on. 
Stores can provide reusable bags but may 
charge a small fee for them. Stores are not 
required to provide any bags.

Customers who forget their bags may 
receive handled paper bags made of recy-
cled materials or thicker plastic bags that are 
easier to recycle. 

“The general feedback we’ve heard 
through a pollster is that people support a 
ban on single-use bags,” Austin Resource 
Recovery Director Bob Gedert said. 
“When we started having the public meet-
ings, people were concerned about bags 
disappearing from their selection, so it 
changed from a plastic bag ban ordinance 
to an ordinance regulating what types of 
bags could be offered.” 

Grocery stores
H-E-B spokeswoman Leslie Sweet said 

the supermarket planned to give away 
700,000 free reusable bags in the days lead-
ing up to the ordinance taking effect.

“We’ll continue to have reusable bag 
giveaway programs after the ordinance 
takes effect,” she said.

H-E-B customers can buy a variety of 
reusable bags for 25 cents each, Sweet said. 
The company received permission from the 

city to sell single-use bags as a last resort. If 
an H-E-B customer forgets his or her bags, 
single-use bags may be purchased for $1—
the price of four reusable bags, Sweet added. 

The ordinance will not significantly affect 
the Austin locations of Whole Foods Mar-
ket; the stores’ paper checkout bags already 
meet ordinance standards, spokeswoman 
Rachel Malish said. The supermarket will 
continue to offer a 10 cent discount per bag 
to shoppers who bring in reusable bags.

As of mid-February, Randalls was in the 
process of finalizing bag options, spokes-
woman Connie Yates said. 

Local reactions
Rebecca Melancon, executive director of 

the Austin Independent Business Alliance, 
said she has heard a variety of responses 
from alliance members. She said no one is 
entirely happy, but some people are trying to 
look on the bright side.

“For some, they’re viewing [the new bags] 
as more expensive, which it is considerably, 
but asking themselves how can they use this 
as a marketing opportunity,” she said.

AIBA plans to help businesses sell any 
leftover single-use bags after March 1 by 
connecting them with businesses outside of 
Austin.

Arturo Lopez, whose family opened dol-
lar store Jolly Penny on Jan. 22 on Burnet 
Road in North Austin, said the business is 
already selling bright-green reusable bags 
with the business name on the side for $1.

“It’s great for the environment,” he said of 

the bag ban. “I wish this would be applied 
everywhere. I love Austin because it’s very 
progressive.”

He said he still thinks many of his cus-
tomers might not know about the ban on 
single-use bags.

Goodwill Industries had stopped offering 
plastic bags and customers had responded 
positively, spokesman Zubin Segal said. 

By mid-February, many businesses 
throughout the city had already placed 
“Don’t forget your reusable bags” signs in 
their parking lots.  

Background
The City of Austin is committed to reduc-

ing the amount of waste it sends to landfills 
by 90 percent by 2040. In 2011, Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell said a pilot program aimed 
to reduce single-use plastic bags was not 
meeting Leffingwell’s goals, Gedert said. 

City Council asked staff to prepare an 
ordinance that would ban single-use plastic 
bags. Several public hearings and discus-
sions followed, and the ordinance evolved 
based on public feedback. 

Austin City Councilwoman Laura Mor-
rison said there were many trade-offs to 
consider when crafting the ordinance.

“There were a lot of conversations about 
recyclable bags, ‘Should we or should we 
not?’” she said. “If you cannot reuse it many 
times, which is [the case] for the thinner 
plastic bags, then the impact on the envi-
ronment gets to be a big deal. 

“There was lots of looking for where do 

** Variances may be granted if the ban would cause undue 
hardships or deprive businesses of legally protected rights.

• Single-use paper and plastic carryout bags**

BANNED

• Reusable bags made of durable materials 
(cloth, fabric, woven or nonwoven materials)

• Handled plastic bags thicker than 4 mil
• Handled paper bags made of 40 percent 

recycled materials
• Smaller paper bags without handles

APPROVED

• Laundry, door hanger and newspaper bags
• Some restaurant takeout bags
• Packages of multiple bags (e.g. garbage,  

pet waste or yard waste bags)
• Pharmacy and veterinary bags
• In-store bags (e.g. bulk foods, baked goods)
• Bags used by nonprofits or hunger relief 

charities to distribute food

EXEMPT

Source: City of Austin

Single-use carryout bag ordinance

we find the right balance in terms of protect-
ing the environment and future and making 
it workable,” she said.

How will you change your behavior in response to the new 
single-use carryout bag ordinance?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll
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New 
career

Economy 
fluctuates

Worried 
about future

Sought help 
from UFCU

My decision to change careers and the fluctuating economy had me worried about the security of my family and my future. UFCU Investment 
Services, available through CUSO Financial Services, L.P.*, helped to alleviate my concerns.  In addition to assisting me with my 401(k) Rollover 
and IRA, they created my tailored financial plan. Now, I’m on track to meet my retirement goals.  This is how I UFCU, how about you? 
 
For more information or for a complimentary consultation, email investments@ufcu.org or call 
(512) 467-8080 x21081.
* Non-deposit investment products and services are offered through CUSO Financial Services, L.P. (“CFS”), a registered broker-dealer (Member FINRA/SIPC) and SEC Registered Investment Advisor.  Products offered through 

CFS: are not NCUA/NCUSIF or otherwise federally insured, are not guarantees or obligations of the credit union, and may involve investment risk including possible loss of principal. Investment Representatives are 

registered through CFS. UFCU has contracted with CFS to make non-deposit investment products and services available to credit union members.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_3-13.indd   1 2/19/13   9:27 AM

Is your 
   getting out of hand?

“Honey-do” list

SPECIALIZING IN:

 Make Ready

 Maintenance Work
 Orders

 Security Light Check

 AC Filter Changes

 Plumbing

 Exterior Repairs

We can HELP with all of your 
maintenance needs.

Guaranteed Workmanship  |  Bonded & Insured  |  References Available
Residential & Commercial properties  |  25 years of experience

KENNEDY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
Call today! 512-413-7655 
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I-35 plan
Continued from | 1

County by August. 
On its 100 Congested Roadways 

list updated in December, TxDOT 
deemed I-35 from Hwy. 71 to US 
183 the fourth most–congested 
roadway in the state, amounting to 
delays of 559,380 hours per mile. 

Maureen McCoy, director of 
the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, said 
representatives from regional 
transportation agencies have 
monthly conversations about 
progress on projects because 
each agency plays an integral 
role in planning. CAMPO is an 
independent government agency 
that discusses city and county 
transportation needs and works 
with these agencies to implement 
long-term plans.

“We are in constant contact with 
TxDOT because things are evolv-
ing so quickly,” Maureen McCoy 
said. “This is probably the one time 
that I have seen such tremendous 
[regional] commitment to coming 
up with a workable solution.”

State funds through Rider 42 are 
set aside for the most congested 
roadways. Sen. Kirk Watson, 
D-Austin, chairman of the Rider 
42 committee, said he is working 
with the City of Austin, the Texas 
Transportation Institute and the 
Central Texas Regional Mobil-
ity Authority on both short- and 
long-term projects to relieve con-
gestion on I-35. 

“Interstate 35 is the backbone 
of our region’s transportation 
network, and in the portion run-
ning through Austin, the fourth 
most–congested road in the state,”  
said. “Keeping traffic moving in 
this vital corridor requires many 
strategies, potentially including 
increased telecommuting and car 
pools, quick removal of vehicles 
involved in accidents, efficient 

on-ramps and off-ramps, and 
express lanes with fewer entrances 
and exits that give long-distance 
drivers a more dependable travel 
time.”

Creating a road map 
Mobility improvements on I-35 

will stretch across Hays, Travis and 
Williamson counties. In a Jan. 14 
presentation to the CAMPO board 
of directors, Terry McCoy revealed 
citywide short- and long-term 
improvements that collectively 
would provide substantial benefits 
over time.

“We want to stress that we are 
doing this as a community,” Terry 
McCoy said. “It was a locally 
driven initiative.” 

TxDOT hosted workshops Oct. 
30–Nov. 2 to seek community 
input for its plans, and participants 
included residents and more than 
50 local, state and national experts. 
Preliminary projects indicated 
making safety a priority for mul-
timodal improvements for freight 
trains, bicycles, public transit and 
pedestrians.

Other projects include ramp 
improvements, auxiliary lanes 
and the Future Transportation 
Corridor, which would create an 
additional set of lanes in the I-35 
median, Terry McCoy said during 
the presentation.

“We don’t want to take on any 
challenges that we don’t absolutely 
need to,” Terry McCoy told the 
CAMPO board Jan. 14. “We want 
to do this as quickly and as effi-
ciently as possible.”

Regional options
Maureen McCoy said the trans-

portation industry is working on 
how to give people options that do 
not currently exist. By incorporat-
ing projects such as reducing toll 
rates on SH 130 and adding toll 
lanes on MoPac, transportation 
on I-35 and throughout the region 
will improve, she said.

Steve Pustelnyk, director of 
communications for the Mobility 
Authority, said the organization 
would most likely be responsible 
for carrying out any future express 
lane projects in the region.

“We really don’t know a lot at 
this point about exactly what will 
be done in terms of major-capacity 
improvements,” Pustelnyk said. 
“When I say major, express lanes 
are probably about as major as 
you can get on I-35. At this stage, 
it is probably not cost-feasible to 
rebuild the entire corridor.” 

He said that at this stage in the 
planning, the Mobility Authority 
does not yet know how it would 
implement express lanes, and one 
of the organization’s challenges is 
identifying funding for toll lanes 
and other projects. 

“The primary reason to do 
express lanes is to create a reliable 
transportation corridor in an oth-
erwise unreliable transportation 
corridor,” Pustelnyk said. “Really 
what we are doing right now is try-
ing to keep up with growth.”

Driving ahead
Terry McCoy said TxDOT will 

carry out its plan in five phases and 
is now in Phase 2. Future phases 
include assessing revenue options 
as well as public outreach.

Funds for the projects have not 
been finalized, but so far, he said 
there are three potential sources 
for I-35 improvements in Tra-
vis County: $17 million from the 
state’s Rider 42 funds, $7.8 million 
from CAMPO’s Transportation 
Policy Board, and $1 million from 
the City of Austin.

“We do have to consider that one 
possible solution is to fix the other 
roads around I-35. Because it is so 
difficult, that will have a meaning-
ful impact,” Terry McCoy said.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

www.waterlooswimschool.com    512-921-9893

Benefits of Waterloo Swim School:
Low ratio of 4 swimmers per instructor
Pool Safety & respect is taught alongside swimming techniques
Fun encouraging environment
Waterloo Babies, Learn to Swim, Stroke Technique, Kid and 
Adult Fitness Classes
Need a Lifeguard for a Pool Party? Give us a call.

50%
the Annual Registration 

Fee if signed up and paid 
by April 30th, 2013.

Must mention this ad.

SWIM LESSONS ARE FOR A LIFETIME!

Listen to what our customers have to say…
“Both my kids have become much more confi dent and competent swimmers and they had a great time! 
The instructors were great and were able to push the kids to get better while having fun. We’ve taken swim 
lessons other places but in my opinion, Waterloo is the best value, best quality and the best fun!” — Karen T

“Waterloo’s instructors are excellent and in a very short time have not only taught my 4 year-old to save 
his life in the water, but have also instilled in him the fun of swimming. The entire Waterloo team – from 
Gwyn and Mike to the team in the water every lesson – is professional, fun, kind and helpful. My thanks to 
you all.” — L. Greene

TRANSFORMING TEXAS OUTDOORS

512-567-8779
BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

Follow Us

WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COM

Custom Water and Fire Features
Landscape Lighting

Patios, Pergolas, Planting Beds
A ordable Landscape Design

Visit our new website today 
and get inspired for your spring 

landscaping transformation!
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TxDOT laid out several possible short- and long-term options to 
improve mobility along I-35 throughout Travis County.
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Rebuild frontage roads 
to a consistent three 
lanes in each direction

Build frontage road and 
intersection and bicycle/
pedestrian improvements

Rebuild Howard Ln. 
overpass

Build turnaround bridge 
at Stassney Ln.

Build turnaround bridge 
at William Cannon Dr.

Rebuild Riverside Dr. 
underpass

Rebuild Oltorf St. 
underpass

Rebuild 11th 
and 12th St. 
underpasses

Rebuild or partially 
rebuild Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. for 
transit access

Build turnaround 
bridge at Braker Ln.

71
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath  Price  Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 10511 Erica Leigh Court 5br/3ba  $342,500  3,360 Doreen Dillard Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-346-1799

78726 Canyon Creek 10908 Yorktown Cove 4br/3ba  $335,000  3,352 Kimberly Cameron Keller Williams Realty 512-577-9815

78726 Laurel Canyon 10924 Centennial Trail 4br/3ba  $595,000  3,200 Carol Strickland Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-426-2381

78726 Versante Canyon 12112 Terraza Circle 3br/2ba  $312,301  2,142 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 11809 Mira Vista Way 3br/2ba  $410,487  2,515 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Villas at Canyon Creek Condo 9550 Savannah Ridge Drive 1br/2ba  $327,744  1,951 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78727 Angus Valley 4702 Pony Chase 3br/2ba  $424,900  2,186 Susie Sant'Anna Keller Williams Realty 512-565-6634

78727 Angus Valley 4809 Sage Hen Drive 3br/2ba  $212,000  1,543 Amy Sims Keller Williams Realty 512-350-5731

78727 Ashton Woods Condo 4240 Johns Light Drive 3br/3ba  $270,000  2,660 Tina Dugey-Miscoe Keller Williams Realty 512-914-7000

78727 Northwood 3603 Tamarack Trail 4br/3ba  $249,990  2,845 Pamela Peck Keller Williams Realty 512-609-9877

78727 Scofield Villas 1310 Parmer Lane 2br/2ba  $167,000  1,391 Barb Cooper Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-698-6625

78729 Anderson Mill Village 12906 Water Mill Cove 3br/2ba  $143,000  1,640 Patricia Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8277

78729 Anderson Mill Village 12712 Parkland Drive 3br/2ba  $175,000  1,800 Stephen Homer Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-439-3772

78729 Milwood 7004 Riverton Drive 4br/2ba  $99,900  1,215 Liz Ott Keller Williams Realty 512-338-4771

78729 Milwood 13111 Tilder Drive 3br/2ba  $249,900  2,590 Becky Thurman Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-587-2650

78750 Arboretum Park 9707 Anderson Mill Road 2br/2ba  $219,900  1,264 Jack Stapleton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-264-5115

78750 Balcones Village 9011 Fairway Hill Drive 3br/2ba  $414,000  2,506 Kay Roush Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-924-9046

78750 Balcones Village 9106 Spring Lake Drive 4br/3ba  $575,000  4,054 Vivian Rogers Keller Williams Realty 512-467-8824

78750 Forest at Villages Spicewood 11604 Tridens Court 4br/3ba  $498,587  3,490 Richard Payton Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-484-4501

78750 Fox Hollow Condo 8600 Fathom Circle 1br/1ba  $79,900  673 Sherry Ellenbogen Realty Austin 512-294-4488

78750 Lakewood 6000 Gardenridge Hollow 1br/2ba  $290,000  1,470 Marisa Uranga J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-569-2021

78750 Lakewood 6110 Gardenridge Hollow 4br/3ba  $384,900  2,217 John Porter Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-563-8176

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11005 Spicewood Parkway 6br/5ba  $599,000  4,333 Kasey Jorgenson Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-574-5484

78750 Villas Anderson Mill Condos 1010 Solano Drive 3br/2ba  $156,000  1,474 John Brandon Faught Realty Austin 512-791-5209

78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd. 1br/1ba  $59,999  727 Carolyn Skyles Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-293-5552

78758 Gracywoods 1704 Prairie Hen Cove 4br/2ba  $196,900  1,953 Linda Botello Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-626-7459

78758 Gracywoods 12042 Lincolnshire Drive 4br/2ba  $195,000  2,131 Lesley Wilkes Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-762-8572

78758 Quail Creek 1213 Quail Park Drive 4br/3ba  $168,500  1,987 Cynthia Mattiza Realty Austin 512-940-5293

78758 Quail Creek 913 Cripple Creek Drive 3br/2ba  $130,000  1,221 Martha Browning Prudential Texas Realty 512-407-2456

78758 Quail Creek 9300 Quail Wood Drive 3br/2ba  $174,900  1,820 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78758 Quail Creek 10409 Quail Ridge Drive 4br/2ba  $159,900  1,455 Phillip Baird Keller Williams Realty 512-289-5738

78758 Summertree Condo 1010 Rundberg Lane 2br/1ba  $107,500  1,170 Steve Bluestone Keller Williams Realty 512-225-8622

78758 Tanglewild 12227 Tanglewild Drive 3br/2ba  $349,900  2,007 Caren Upshaw Realty Austin 512-587-3550

78758 Village at Walnut Creek 12019 Shady Springs Road 3br/2ba  $189,900  1,590 Amy Corley Private Label Realty 512-799-4445

78759 Arbors 8210 Bent Tree Road 1br/1ba  $86,000  640 Robert Svienty Realty Executives, Austin-North 512-560-3117

78759 Balcones Woods 11120 Alhambra Drive 4br/2ba  $349,850  2,539 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-767-6787

78759 Barrington Oaks 11605 Barrington Way 4br/2ba  $259,000  2,144 Colin Petty e-Executive Realty 512-289-9835

78759 Mesa Park 11723 Spotted Horse Drive 3br/2ba  $225,000  1,466 Virginia Harrison Keller Williams Realty 512-680-1599

78759 Mesa Park 4808 Running Deer Drive 3br/2ba  $345,000  1,968 Keith Estes Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-431-8319

78759 The Estates at Barr II 11631 Q Ranch Road 4br/3ba  $519,990  3,142 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78759 Woodlands Austin 8117 Raintree Place 3br/2ba  $389,950  2,309 Robert Mello Keller Williams Realty 512-789-3332

78759 Woodlands Austin 8135 Raintree Place 3br/2ba  $369,000  1,893 Patsy Wimmer Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-917-1674

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

4702 Pony Chase

9106 Spring Lake Drive

11120 Alhambra Drive

1704 Prairie Hen Cove

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

512-454-7636
www.abor.com

On the market  (January 2013) Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 2 / 164 days 3 / 300 days 6 / 27 days 26 / 67 days 4 / 151 days

$150,000–$199,999 3 / 38 days 34 / 49 days 5 / 61 days 9 / 82 days 3 / 50 days

$200,000–$299,999 8 / 79 days 21 / 41 days 8 / 65 days 3 / 62 days 12 / 85 days

$300,000–$399,999 3 / 54 days 3 / 105 days 4 / 87 days 1 / 292 days 14 / 59 days

$400,000–$499,999 1 / 113 days - 6 / 81 days - 9 / 59 days

$500,000–$599,999 - - 3 / 71 days - 6 / 114 days

$600,000–$799,999 - - 6 / 93 days - 3 / 79 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - - - 1 / 122 days

$1 million + - - - - -

Number of homes sold / Average price

Month 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

January 2013 14 / $195,586 11 / $195,110 33 / $256,317 16 / $119,739 29 / $329,511

January 2012 20 / $161,339 20 / $176,022 18 / $269,219 14 / $135,888 35 / $286,321

December 2012 19 / $195,320 17 / $196,934 38 / $283,240 22 / $167,505 31 / $333,215

November 2012 14 / $192,657 19 / $192,924 21 / $272,386 18 / $144,450 35 / $297,514

October 2012 25 / $198,512 36 / $177,665 32 / $312,342 26 / $145,814 36 / $335,672

September 2012 32 / $207,275 25 / $188,883 26 / $276,620 17 / $136,556 27 / $313,338

August 2012 34 / $193,993 27 / $194,996 25 / $302,828 19 / $142,712 43 / $305,756

July 2012 35 / $194,560 33 / $196,764 33 / $305,948 27 / $109,016 46 / $326,717

June 2012 28 / $211,582 24 / $193,060 52 / $300,424 25 / $137,656 64 / $338,495

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 1/18/13 and 2/19/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


