
Northwest Austin businesses 
find assistance in incubators

Startups see rapid growth in hiring, funding

Hospitality industry sees demand from tech companies, conventions

Eight new hotels in the works 
for Northwest Austin region

Lone Star Court, one of four hotels under construction, is scheduled to open in summer 2013 at The Domain.

By Amy Denney 
Four hotels are under construction in the 

Northwest Austin region and are expected 
to open by the end of 2013, helping to sati-
ate a growing demand from the technology, 
convention and hospitality sectors for more 
hotel rooms.

The Northwest Austin area has more than 
40 hotels ranging from extended-stay to full-
service, and there are 260 hotels and nearly 
30,000 hotel rooms in the Austin metropoli-
tan statistical area from Georgetown to San 
Marcos. At least four other hotels are in vari-
ous stages of planning in Northwest Austin.

Saeed Minhas, president of MKM Hotel 
Group, which is planning a Staybridge 
Suites off of I-35 and Parmer Lane, said 
the Austin market has been underserved 
by hotel rooms. It did not take his com-
pany long to purchase the franchise rights 
for a new hotel from InterContinental 
Hotel Group, which owns the franchise, 

Minhas said.
“There’s a growing number of require-

ments here for hotels,” he said of the demand 
for more hotels. “That is why [hotel groups] 
are pushing for hotels.”

Driving forces
In 2002, the Austin MSA had 216 hotels 

with 24,000 rooms. The City of Austin 
collects a 9 cent hotel occupancy tax, and 
expects to collect almost $51.5 million in 
fiscal year 2013, which is an increase from 
2010 when the city collected $40.8 million.

Driving the growth of the hospitality 
industry is the increasing interest in conven-
tions and events such as the United States 
Grand Prix that took place Nov. 16–18. Few 
new hotels opened in Austin in the past sev-
eral years because of the economy.

The growing tech industry, with com-
panies such as Apple Inc. planning expan-
sions, has been a big driver for developers 

By Lyndsey Taylor
For startups and early-stage 

businesses, entrepreneurs in Aus-
tin have a variety of opportunities 
to network, receive mentorship, 
raise capital investments and move 
into office space.

In Northwest Austin, startups 
associated with the Austin Tech-
nology Incubator, which is located 
in the West Pickle Research Build-
ing on Braker Lane, Austin Tech-
nology Council on Executive 
Center Drive and Tech Ranch 

on Jollyville Road are on a hiring 
spree and planning to expand their 
businesses in the coming year, 
indicating an increased interest in 
startups.

“In Austin overall, and at ATI 
in particular, there has been a 
real boom in startup activity,” ATI 
Director Isaac Barchas said.

Startup resources
ATC president Julie Huls said 

the nonprofit is seeing more suc-
cessful businesses in the social 
media, enterprise software and 
data-centric sectors. ATC works 
with businesses and startups in 

many different stages of develop-
ment, particularly in the life sci-
ences, focusing on technology.

Huls said many startups affili-
ated with ATC are growing their 
workforce. For example, Austin-
based MapMyFitness, which 
allows users to track their fitness 
workouts through the Web and 
mobile applications, went from 
about 50 to 90 employees between 
2011 and 2012, according to its 
website. 

The nonprofit also seeks to 
provide as much information as 
possible about the different local 

and hotel groups to propose new hotels and 
concepts in Northwest Austin, Minhas said.

Chirag Patel, managing director with 
Austin-based Pathfinder Development, 
plans to open a Holiday Inn Express at 
Research Boulevard and Braker Lane next 
summer. That project broke ground in mid-
November. The hotel will have a saltwater 
pool, cabanas and a grill as well as 1,700 

square feet of meeting space for corporate 
events and small weddings.

“We felt like in the non-full-service 
hotels, there wasn’t a lot of meeting space,” 
he said.

Because of the various zoning overlays 
and a lengthy permitting process, Patel said 
developing a hotel takes longer in Austin. 
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Richard Rhodes | 28 
The president of Austin Community 
College discusses how the district 

works with community partners
impactdeals.com

Coupons start on Page 31.
Find even more online at

StartupS in
biotechnology 
and health care
lead in venture capital

Northwest Austin is home to 
numerous info tech startups, which 
is an industry that is more desirable 
to capital investors in Texas.

*Includes aerospace, consumer products, environment, finance and semiconductor
Source: Texas Entrepreneur Networks Startup Funding Report Q3 2012

Health care $159.8M

Biotechnology $128.2M

Information technology $73.1M

Computers $3.7M

Retail/restaurants/hospitality $3.6M

Telecommunications $13.1M

Digital media $12.5M

Energy $34.6M

Media $35.3M

Other* $40.9M

$504.8 
millioN

 Holiday lights guide | 27
When and where to view the area’s 
holiday light displays and shows, tree 
lightings and carriage rides

impactnews.com 

RRISD pulls sex ed changes
The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
will appoint new members to the School 
Health Advisory Council to review the 
district’s sex education curriculum

 Austin City Ballet | 22
Nonprofit is in its 12th year of producing 
the Austin Children’s Nutcracker

Chisholm Trail Icehouse & 
BBQ | 21 

Home-cooked meals have a family history

impactnews.com • November 2012 | FEATURES | 27

NOrTH AUSTIN

The DomainAfter the Christmas tree lighting 
Nov. 10, The Domain will have 
thousands of holiday lights throughout the shopping center 

at 11410 Century Oaks Terrace. 
The Domain’s 40-foot tree is adorned with more than 6,000 lights 

and 400 ornaments. Another 20-foot fir tree made entirely of lights 

will be in The Domain II (from Dicks Sporting Goods to Dillard’s). 

Free horse-drawn carriage rides will be offered until Dec. 22 from 

5:30–9:30 p.m on Fri. and Sat. nights. Visit Santa at his house at The 

Domain II every night until Dec. 24. 873-8099,  

www.thedomaininaustin.com

CENTrAL AUSTIN Texas CapitolStroll the lights in downtown Austin by the Texas Capitol at the corner 

of 11th Street and Congress Avenue. Each night a show featuring 

lights programmed to music takes place every half hour with 10 

different songs throughout the night, beginning at dark. Decorations, 

lights and a 45-foot Christmas tree are scheduled to be up Dec. 1–

Jan. 6. 469-1766, www.downtownaustinholidays.comThe Driskill HotelThe Driskill Hotel, 604 Brazos St., welcomes guests for holiday cheer 

with events, decorations and lights from Dec.5–Jan. 2. The hotel’s 

lobby is decorated with Christmas trees and lights and its 1886 
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Austin and surrounding areas are getting into the holiday spirit with events, light shows, 

tree lightings, carriage rides and more. Our lights guide is a compilation of some places 

to see holiday decorations and lights throughout the area. Happy Holidays!

LIGHT UPthe HOLIDAYS

Café & Bakery hosts a daily Victorian tea. The hotel also features 

its first annual architectural gingerbread contest and an “awkward 

family photo booth,” where Christmas sweaters and other props will 

be provided for photos. For a full list of the hotel’s events, visit its 

website. 474-5911, www.driskillhotel.comSOUTH AUSTIN

Zilker Park’s Trail of LightsAfter a two-year absence, The 
Trail of Lights returns to Zilker 
Park on Dec. 16. The park also 
hosts its tree lighting Dec. 2 at 6 p.m., which will feature live music, 

food and more. The tree is on display nightly from 6 p.m.–midnight 

until Dec. 23. 2100 Barton Springs Road. www.austintrailoflights.orgCEDAr PArKHeritage Oak Park The City of Cedar Park hosts its annual tree lighting Dec. 7 at 

Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway. The tree is lit with more than 

50,000 lights and is one of the oldest oak trees in Cedar Park. Free 

carriage rides will be offered, and Santa’s Village will be featured on 

the night of the tree lighting from 6:45–9 p.m. The lights will remain 

until the beginning of January. 401-5000,  
www.cedarparktexas.gov

GEOrGETOWNGeorgetown SquareGeorgetown hosts its lighting of the square Nov. 23 from 5:30–7 

p.m., featuring pictures with Santa from 6:30–8 p.m., music from the 

Austin Carolers, hot chocolate and cookies, and late-night shopping 

with local merchants. Lights and decorations will be up until the first 

week of January. For more information on Georgetown holiday events 

at the square, visit www.visitgeorgetown.com.

LAKE TrAVIS/WESTLAKE

Mozart’s Coffee RoastersEvery hour from 6 p.m.– midnight, the coffee shop puts on a light show at 3825 Lake Austin 

Blvd, through Jan 1. The coffeehouse and Hula Hut restaurant host 

a contest where people can submit any photos with holiday lights. 

Winners receive an iPad and will be announced Dec. 20 on Mozart’s 

deck. 477-2900. www.mozartscoffee.comMArBLE FALLS

Lake Marble Falls
Marble Falls hosts it Christmas 
Walkway of Lights each day from 6–10 p.m. through Jan. 1. The display at Lake Marble Falls features more than two million 

twinkling lights. Admission is free but donations are welcome. 305 

Buena Vista Street Marble Falls, TX. 800-759-8178,  

www.marblefalls.org

Compiled byLyndsey Taylor
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©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

Your life after brain tumor or spine surgery? 

It can be life, resumed. With activities enjoyed. Family, cherished as 
always. The things you care about — yours, once again. NeuroTexas 
Institute at St. David’s HealthCare is committed to delivering 
compassionate, individualized neurosurgical care and positive 
health outcomes. It begins with the uncommon expertise found at 
all of our facilities, including St. David’s Medical Center. For two 
years in a row (2012 and 2013), St. David’s Medical Center received 
the HealthGrades® Neurosciences Excellence Award and has been 
ranked among the top 5% in the nation for neurosciences and 
neurosurgery — distinctions that help us get you back to the things 
and the people you love.

neurotexasinstitute.com

Dive in.
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Do you plan to attend the United States Grand Prix 
and related events?

No, not interested

64%
No, but I plan to watch it on TV

16%
Yes, all events

9%
Yes, the street festival and/or concerts

7%
Yes, the race itself

4%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 10/25/12–11/14/12
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On Nov. 10, I took a tour 
of the new North Austin 
Community Recreation 
Center, which YMCA 
of Austin is running in 
partnership with the City of 
Austin. Being in that brand-

new facility brought me back to the time 
I spent at my local YMCA for high school 
swim team practice and working as a part-
time lifeguard and swim instructor.

Many in the North Austin area have long 
been excited about having a brand-new 
YMCA in their community. Its values of 
responsibility, caring, honesty, respect and 
community are important to both employ-
ees and its neighbors. The rec center is 
intended to serve as a hub for community 
events, and residents can benefit from the 
physical fitness and wellness information 
available such as how to grow and use local 
produce and tips on living healthier lives. 
And, of course, they can take swim lessons.

As a former lifeguard and swim 

instructor, I am well aware of the impor-
tance of children learning how to swim at 
a young age. Senior Program Director Liz 
Hansbury from the YMCA said the North 
Austin area has a higher risk for accidental 
drownings among children. In an effort to 
reduce this risk, the center plans to imple-
ment two programs geared toward young 
children to teach them not only how to 
swim but also about water safety. It is these 
types of programs that greatly affect a com-
munity, and we at Community Impact News-
paper want to know about other programs 
that are making North Austin a safer and 
healthier place to live. Let us know about 
efforts in your community that are making 
a difference at nwanews@impactnews.com, 
and read the full story on the new rec center 
on Page 11.
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11  The Goodnight, an adult game and 
dining hangout, opened at the end of 
October at 2700 W. Anderson Lane, The 
Goodnight serves lunch and dinner, 
and menu items include pistachio-
crushed halibut, braised pork belly pizza, 
doughnut holes and bison meatball 
sliders. The hangout offers bowling, 
shuffleboard, table tennis and pool. The 
restaurant opened at the end of October. 
459-5000, www.thegoodnightaustin.com

12  Hill Country Ranch Pizzeria opened 
its second location at 2501 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 550, on Nov. 19. Its first location 
is in Dripping Springs. The pizzeria 
offers dine-in, takeout and delivery. The 
restaurant serves salads, pastas, soups, 
calzones, sandwiches, burgers and pizzas. 
Specialty pizzas include the cowpoke with 
hamburger, bacon, red onion and cheddar 
cheese. 382-5464,
www.hillcountryranchpizzeria.com

13  Sport Clips opened Oct. 22 inside 
Walmart at 2525 W. Anderson Lane. 
This is the 16th Austin-area location and 
the first to open inside a Walmart. The 
men’s and boys’ barber shop provides 
low-priced haircuts and a relaxed, sports-
oriented atmosphere. Another location is 
scheduled to open in January at The Trails 
at 620, 8300 N. RM 620. 374-0578,
www.sportclips.com

Amity Mercado and Dan Bickmore 
opened DNA Financial Group in 
October. The two work remotely in 
the Austin metro area and provide 
accounting services to help small 
businesses grow. Services include 
bookkeeping, part-time chief financial 
operator assistance and loan brokering. 
888-534-2227,
www.dnafinancialgroup.com

Coming Soon

14  Flower Mound–based First Choice 
ER is expected to open a location in 
February in the former Blockbuster 
location at 10407 Jollyville Road. The 
full-service, freestanding emergency 
room will be open 24/7, and its doctors 
can handle major and minor emergencies, 
such broken bones, stitches, heart attacks, 
allergic reactions, and asthma and 
breathing problems. www.fcer.com

Expansions

15  In October, Liz Elam opened a second 
coworking facility, Link Too, at 2700 W. 
Anderson Lane, Ste. 305, in the same 
center as Link Coworking, which occupies 
Ste. 205. Elam’s coworking facilities 
offer membership to people who need 
workspace. Link Too is geared for people 
who need a quieter workspace, and has 
10 private offices and 20 desks and offers 
access 24/7 to members. 632-4591,
www.linkcoworking.com

Now Open

1  Hookah bar Cafe Darband, 9112 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. A200, opened in 
mid-October and serves about 30 different 
flavors of hookah, including mint, apple, 
orange and strawberry. The cafe also serves 
Mediterranean cold cuts, falafel, mazah, 
Turkish coffees, Persian ice cream and 
smoothies. 905-9216

2  American comfort food restaurant 
Spicewood Tavern, 8127 Mesa Drive, 
opened Nov. 13. The gastropub uses fresh 
and local ingredients behind the bar and 
on the menu. Entrees include butternut 
squash ravioli, fish and chips, and grilled 
pork chops. The tavern will also rotate 
eight signature cocktails. 386-1464,
www.spicewoodtavern.com

3  H&M opened Nov. 17 at The Domain, 
at 11410 Century Oaks Terrace. The 
Swedish retailer is known for its trendy 
apparel, accessories and shoes for women, 
men, teens and children. The store’s 
holiday collection includes tailored coats, 
oversized sweaters, suits and embellished 
jewelry. 855-466-7467, www.hm.com

4  Pamela Byrne opened a second 
location of Austin Permanent Makeup 
Center, which offers painless makeup 
tattooing for eyebrows, eyes and lips, 
as well as other services such as scar 
camouflage. The business opened in early 
November at 4131 Spicewood Springs 
Road, Bldg. 1, Ste. 4. Byrne has another 
location in New York and has been in the 
industry for 32 years. 900-3063

5  Create A Cig carries more than 200 
flavors of electronic cigarettes, which 
operate without the use of tobacco, tar 
or carcinogens. The store opened at 2121 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 103-A, on Oct. 6 
and sells the Joytech brand as its primary 
product. 866-742-5014,
www.createacig.com

6  The Egg & I, 14005 N. US 183, Ste. 
500, opened Oct. 1 at the Walden Park 
Shopping Center and serves as the 
breakfast and lunch restaurant’s second 
Austin location. The first is at 2525 W. 
Anderson Lane. Breakfast items include 
eggs Benedict, omelets, frittatas, waffles, 
French toast and whole-wheat pancakes. 
250-3447, www.theeggandirestaurants.com

7  Galaxy Moviehouse & Eatery opened 
Nov. 9 at 8300 N. RM 620 in The Trails 
at 620 development. Galaxy features 11 
theaters with state-of-the-art auditoriums, 
five of which are dine-in theaters.
501-3520, www.themoviehouse.com

8  A new H-E-B Plus, 14028 N. US 183, 
opened Nov. 9 as the primary tenant at 
the Lakeline Market shopping center. 
The superstore features a full-service 
meat market and deli, seafood and 
produce departments, a bakery, and other 
amenities such as an entertainment section 
and a healthy living department. 249-9012, 
www.heb.com

9  Body Relax Spa opened Nov. 13 
at 2501 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 650. The 
spa offers foot reflexology, among other 
services. 821-2232

10 The first Austin location of Texas 
Dentistry Group opened at 13048-B 
Research Blvd. on Oct. 8. The office offers 
orthodontics, oral surgery and general 
dentistry services. Texas Dentistry Group 
also has locations in Dallas and Las Vegas. 
257-2828
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TRANSFORMING TEXAS OUTDOORS
Custom Water Features

Landscape Lighting

Patios, Pergolas and 
Planting Beds

Irrigation System and 
Installation Repair

512-567-8779
BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COMIrrigation License #18101

WE ARE YOUR ONE-STOP 
SOLUTION FOR ALL OF 

YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Relocations

16 International Beauty Center, Inc. 
relocated from Houston to 4131 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. I-4, at the beginning of 
August. The beauty center offers services 
for men and women, including permanent 
hair removal through electrolysis, 
body wraps, oxygen therapy, waxing, 
and facials specializing in acne and 
hyperpigmentation treatment. 522-3783, 
www.beautycenterinc.com

17  Patio furniture designer Summer 
Casual is expected to relocate its office 
from 5000 Bee Caves Road, West Lake 
Hills, to 13427 Pond Springs Road by 
the end of November. The larger office 
will allow for a possible expansion and to 
relocate employees from the Joplin, Mo., 
office. 327-5800, www.summercasual.com

18  New Height Fitness relocated Nov. 1 
to 10013 N. RM 620 from New Hope Drive 
in Cedar Park. The family-friendly facility 
offers personalized corrective training, 
health and wellness assessments, nutrition 
consulting and appetite tracking. The 
facility also has a children’s room.
797-2929, www.newheightfitness.com

Under Construction

19  Construction is under way on a 
new Stein Mart, which will be located 
immediately south of H-E-B Plus, 14028 
N. US 183. The fashion and accessory retail 
operation will occupy 33,000 square feet 
and serve as the company’s fourth Austin 
location. No official opening date has been 
confirmed. www.steinmart.com

Name Change

20 Jake and Marlene Ainsworth are 
planning to change the name of In the 
Buns Burger Joint, 13776 US 183, Ste. 
142, to Jamrz Cafe on Dec. 7. The couple 
has been updating the restaurant and 
menu for the past year and plans to add 
beer to the menu. Customers can choose 
from a beef, tilapia, ground turkey or 
veggie patties and choice of multiple 

toppings. The couple bought the business 
in September 2011. 258-1011,
www.jamrzcafe.com

Under New Ownership

Longhorn Moving Services, a downtown 
residential moving company, was recently 
acquired by ABC Moving, a commercial 
moving company, to form ABC Longhorn 
Moving. The merger was announced Oct. 
23 and makes ABC Longhorn Moving one 
of the largest residential and commercial 
moving companies in Austin. 251-7735, 
www.abclonghornmoving.com

Closings

21  The area franchise owner of Scooter’s 
Coffee & Yogurt, 9225 W. Parmer Lane, 
Austin, closed the shop in early October. 
The other Austin location on South MoPac 
has also closed, a company spokeswoman 
confirmed.

22 The Lake Creek H-E-B located at 13776 
Research Blvd. closed Nov. 8 after being 
open for more than 18 years. The store was 
open from 1976–82 before relocating to US 
183 and RM 620 and then moving back in 
1994. www.heb.com

In the News

23 Private real estate investment 
firm IMT Capital LLC and affiliate 
IMT Residential purchased the Riata 
apartment complex Oct. 31. Riata is 
located at 12300 Riata Trace Parkway, has 
2,044 units. IMT is based in Los Angeles. 
437-1000, www.imtresidential.com/riata

24  Seton Healthcare Family has 
expanded its Ignite Women’s Health 
Program to Seton Northwest Hospital, 
11113 Research Blvd. Ignite offers 
preventative health programs such as 
cardiac screenings, running and biking 
training programs, and physician 
seminars to women of all ages. The 
program started in 2008 at Seton 
Williamson Hospital. 324-4804,
www.goodhealth.com/ignite

From left: General Manager Oliver Belche, Executive Chef Reese Heffington and Bar Manager Raul Garcia 
stand outside the newly opened Spicewood Tavern, a gastropub that serves American comfort food.

2

news or questions about northwest Austin? 
e-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

The Goodnight, located at 2700 W. Anderson Lane, 
offers dining, bowling, table tennis, shuffleboard and 
pool. The restaurant serves lunch and dinner seven 
days a week and is open until 2 a.m. Thu.–Sun.

Body Relax Spa offers foot reflexology and other 
services. The spa opened its first location in Austin 
on Nov. 13 at 2501 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 650, in the 
Market at Parmer Shopping Center off of MoPac.

119

Galaxy Moviehouse & Eatery opened Nov. 9 in 
The Trails at 620 development. It features five 
theaters that offer food service.

7
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Create A Cig sells electronic cigarettes, which are 
free of tobacco, tar and carcinogens and come in 
different levels of nicotine and flavors.
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Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor

Permanent Hair Removal
& Skin Care

For any skin & Hair type
Electrolysis is the only FDA-approved method
of PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL

Cristina Navarrete, BBA, CPE, AANT
• 22 years experience
• Certi� ed Professional Electrologist
• Academie Apilus National Trainer
• Former President of the Texas Association of Professional Electrologists
• Member of American Electrology Assoc.

Spicewood Forrest O�  ce Park  •  4131 Spicewood Springs Rd., Suite I-4  •  512-522-3783  •  www.beautycenterinc.com

Complimentary Yi-Zhi Baume Cream and

$20 OFF
on any 1 hour electrolysis treatment.

A $45 value

Holiday Special
Buy one skin care service and

get the second one

50% OFF
Cannot be combined with any other o� er.

Specials
• Facials
• Mvicrodermabrasion
• Lymphatic Drainage with Micro-current
• Body wraps
• Wax services-Male and Female Valid only on service of equal or lesser value.
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Job # 659.1.BLB.11  •  Job Title: Full Page Ad w/coupon
Publication: Community Impact Newspaper  •  Colors: CMYK
Trim: 10 x 12.25
Date due to Pub: 10/11

Open daily 7AM–10PM    10000 Research Blvd.    Free Wi-Fi    bluebaker.com
Delivery and catering for groups large and small: 512.346.BLUE

What a difference 
three days make.

At Blue Baker, our artisan baking 

process takes three days. It’s a 

process that requires small batches, 

traditional techniques and simple, 

honest ingredients to craft remarkably 

fl avorful bread. Stop by our artisan 

bakery café for pastries. Sandwiches. 

Soup. Salads. Stone-oven pizza. And, 

of course, our made-from-scratch 

breads. Learn more about artisan 

baking at bluebaker.com. And while 

you’re there, download our daily 

specials calendar. 

What a difference 
three days make.
What a difference 
three days make.

ONE FREE COOKIE 
 WITH ANY PURCHASE.

Offer expires 1/31/2013. One per customer. 
Not valid with any other discounts.

Open daily 7AM–10PM 
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(children age 5 and younger). Lanier high 
school, 1201 Payton Gin Road. 922-9054.
www.cinematicsymphony.com

16–23 Trail of Lights
The 1.25-mile trail through Zilker Park with 40 
lighted displays returns after a two-year hiatus. 
dancers, carolers and musicians perform each 
night. 6–10 p.m. Free. Zilker Park, 2100 Barton 
springs Road. www.austintrailoflights.org

21–22 Messiah Concerts
Vocal group ensemble Viii presents 
performances with period instruments such 
as Baroque strings, oboes, a bassoon and 
trumpets. The ensemble includes 30 singers and 
players. 7:30 p.m. $35, $45 (priority seating), 
$10 (students). st. Louis Catholic Church, 7601 
Burnet Road. 494-2867. www.ensembleViii.org

Dec. 7
By Lyndsey Taylor

Ronald Mcdonald house Charities of Austin and Central Texas hosts its annual fun run to 
benefit families who have children facing a pediatric medical crisis.

Participants may choose to run, walk or jog through a trail of holiday lights. The event also 
features carolers, children’s crafts, music, hot chocolate, food, and pictures with Ronald 
Mcdonald and santa Claus. Participants are welcome to bring their pets.

“i think the mission [of the event] is wonderful,” said Ann Jerome, chief operations officer for 
Ronald Mcdonald house Charities of Austin and Central Texas. “it doesn’t get better than 
supporting kids and at Christmas time.”

Ronald Mcdonald house Charities of Austin and Central Texas provides a home away from 
home for families who have critically ill or injured children in medical care.

Participants may register online at www.lightsoflove5k.org. The event runs from 5:30–8:30 
p.m. at the Mueller hangar, 4550 Mueller Blvd. The Family Fun Run begins at 6:30 p.m., and 
the 5K begins at 7 p.m. Registration for adults is $25 for the untimed race or $30 for a timed 
race, and registration for children age 12 and younger is $15 for an untimed race and $25 for 
a timed race. Pets are $15. For more information, call 472-9844 or visit www.rmhc-austin.org.
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The Ronald McDonald House Charities of Austin and Central Texas organizes an annual fun run and 
walk to provide a home away from home to families with critically ill or injured children.

Lights of Love 5K and Family Fun RunWorth the trip

2–31 Rock’N Lights Holiday Light Tour
Round Rock hosts a new drive-thru light 
show and village carnival at old settlers Park. 
The Rotary Reindeer Run is dec. 2 at 4:30 
p.m., and the regular light show schedule 
begins dec. 3. see website for costs of run. 
sun.–Thu. 6–9 p.m.; Fri.–sat. and holidays 
6–10 p.m. $15–$75 (for vehicles). old settlers 
Park, 3300 e. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock.
218-5540. www.roundrocktexas.gov/
rocknlights, www.5r5k.org

3 H-E-B Million-Dollar Charity Shootout
Brad schaible Realty and h-e-B come together 
to support hill Country Community Ministries 
during its million-dollar golf tournament and 
shootout, which last year raised more than 
$9,000 for the charity. Ten players will have a 
chance to sink a $1 million hole-in-one shot. The 
event also includes a golf tournament. 8:30 a.m. 
$125 (per player), $450 (team of 4). Twin Creeks 
Country Club, 3201 Twin Creeks Club drive, 
Cedar Park. www.bsrealtycharity.com

7 Winter Wonderland Festival
Families are invited to enjoy holiday treats and 
crafts at the Kids ‘R’ Kids winter wonderland
Festival. Children can sit on santa’s knee 
and share their holiday wishes, and pre-
kindergarten classes sing their favorite holiday 
songs. Registration is requested. 7–8:30 p.m. 
Free. Kids ‘R’ Kids, 15111 Avery Ranch Blvd.  
218-9669. www.krkaustin.com

8–23 ‘The Nutcracker’
The Ballet Austin’s performance is the longest-
running production of “The nutcracker” in 
the state of Texas. This year’s performance 
features choreography by stephen Mills and 
music by Pyotr ilyich Tchaikovsky. see the 
website for a complete schedule and tickets. 
2 p.m., 7:30 p.m. $15–$75. The Long Center 
for Performing Arts, 701 w. Riverside drive. 
476-2163. www.balletaustin.org

8–9 Luminations at Wildflower Center
Bring two canned food items for the Capital 
Area Food Bank as admission and enjoy a walk 
through the lighted gardens at the Lady Bird 
Johnson wildflower Center. The event features 
live holiday music, a puppet show and crafts 
for children. 6–9 p.m. Free (with donation of two 
canned food items). wildflower Center, 4801 La 
Crosse Ave. 232-0100. www.wildflower.org

10 ‘The Elves and the Shoemaker’  
puppet show
The spicewood springs Library’s Literature Live! 
presents a traditional puppet show performance 
for ages 4 and older. 3:30 p.m. Free. spicewood 
springs Library, 8637 spicewood springs Road. 
974-3800. www.austintexas.gov/library

11 Christmas Sing-Along
Families can join the Austin symphony 
orchestra and chorus, members of the Austin 
Youth orchestra and scheduled guests such 
as Frosty the snowman and santa Claus for an 
evening of holiday singing. Tickets are free and 
limited to four per family. 8 p.m. (doors open at 
7 p.m.). Free. Riverbend Centre, 4214 Capital of 
Texas hwy. 327-3540. www.austinsymphony.org

12–24 Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
The 37th annual live music festival and fine 
art show features handmade gifts by local 
artists and more than 40 bands. Live music is 
daily from noon to closing. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. 
$8 (evenings and weekends), $5 (weekdays 
before 7 p.m.). Palmer events Center, 900 
Barton springs Road. 447-1605.
www.armadillobazaar.com

15 Good Guys vs. Bad Guys: Movie 
Music Performed Live
The Cinematic symphony, a nonprofit 
community ensemble, performs music from 
“Catch Me if You Can,” “The Godfather,” 
James Bond films and more. 8–9 p.m. $10 
(general admission), $5 (students), free 

November
Through Dec. 5 Coats for  
Kids drive
Jack Brown Cleaners, in collaboration with 
KAse 101, KVue and the Austin Junior 
League, hosts its annual coat drive. The 
community is invited to drop off new or gently 
used children’s coats, which will be distributed 
to local families in need, at any Jack Brown 
Cleaners in the area. Visit the website for 
location phone numbers and hours. 
www.jackbrowncleaners.com

24–Jan. 6 Ice skating
ice skating for all ages at whole Foods Market 
is available until Jan. 6. Patrons should wear 
warm clothing. Mon.–sun. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. 
$10 (adults), $9 (children) per hour. whole 
Foods Market, 525 n. Lamar Blvd. 476-1206.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com

28–Dec. 24 Blue Genie Art Bazaar
The annual bazaar features handmade gifts 
by more than 130 local artists. items include 
jewelry, ceramics, paintings, photography, 
and other quirky gifts. Mon.–sun. 10 a.m.–10 
p.m. Free. The Marchesa hall & Theatre, 6226 
Middle Fiskville Road. 222-7303. 
www.bluegenieartbazaar.com

29–Dec. 23 ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’: A 
Live Radio Show
Actors from the Penfold Theatre Co. recreate 
the Christmas classic as a radio play. Guests 
can enjoy holiday treats as they watch the 
show, which features mock radio commercials 
of local businesses and a nightly cameo role 
for a selected member of the audience. Thu.–
sat. 8 p.m., sun. 6 p.m. $25 (opening night), 
$20 (regular admission), $18 (students and 
seniors). Rice’s Crossing store, 3300 e. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 850-4849.  
www.penfoldtheatre.org

December

2 Jingle Bell 5K
Mothers Against drunk driving hosts a 
holiday-themed 5K. Participants receive a free 
T-shirt and jingle bells for their running shoes 
while supplies last. Packet pickup is at Luke’s 
Locker, 115 sandra Murida way. Register 
online through nov. 29. 8 a.m. (kids’ dash), 
8:30 a.m. (5K race and walk). $40 (timed), 
$35 (untimed), $20 (children 15 and younger), 
free (kids’ dash). The domain, 11410 Century 
oaks Terrace. 445-4976.
www.yellowcheetah.com/jinglebell5K

2 Music for Austin. By Austin.
The Austin symphonic Band and the Austin 
Civic orchestra present an evening of classical 
music featuring songs from “The snow 
Maiden suite” and “Romeo and Juliet Fantasy 
overture.” Tickets may be purchased at www.
thelongcenter.org. 3–5 p.m. $18 (adults), $15 
(students and seniors). The Long Center for 
Performing Arts, 701 w. Riverside drive.  
345-7420. www.austinsymphonicband.org

Sponsored by

To submit Northwest Austin events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/events/submit.html.

For a full list of Northwest Austin events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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By Lyndsey Taylor
The University of Texas could decide 

by spring whether to develop its 109-acre 
tract at the J.J. Pickle Research Center, 
located at 3925 W. Braker Lane.

The tract, bounded by Braker Lane 
and MoPac and bisected by Stonelake 
Boulevard, includes the 110,191-square-
foot West Pickle Research building, the 
10,000-square-foot Imaging Center office 
and research space as well as a large por-
tion of underdeveloped land. 

“It’ll be an interesting process,” said 
Amy Wanamaker, UT campus director 
of real estate. “This is our largest piece 
of land that we have initiated an RFQ 
[request for qualifications] on.”

The RFQ is the first of a two-step pro-
cess. Respondents will submit proposed 
development concepts to the university 
by Nov. 28. Wanamaker said that no ren-
derings will be put together at this time. 

After the qualifications are received, 
UT hopes to request proposals from 
the developers in early January, which 
includes a more detailed plan for the 
development, she said. 

The university’s Oct. 29 pre-submittal 
conference attracted about 18 engineers, 
architects and developers to gather 
information and to ask questions regard-
ing UT’s goals for the project. DPR 
Construction, Datum Engineers, 3 Point 
Partners, Aquila Commercial, Trammell 
Crow Co. and Riverside Resources were 
among those present. 

“The university seeks collabora-
tion with a master developer to create 
a visionary concept for a sustainable, 
enduring development that will produce 
market return on the property,” Wana-
maker said.

Should the university decide to move 
forward on a project, the university’s 
governing body, the board of regents, 
would need to approve it, a process that 

The West Pickle Research Building  
sits on the 109-acre tract that The 
University of Texas would like to 
develop.
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can take several months, she said.  

UT’s West Pickle tract
The four-story West Pickle Research 

Building was built in 1986 and formerly 
known as the Microelectronic Com-
puter Center Building, according to a 
document prepared by UT’s campus 
real estate office. The Imaging Center 
was built in 2005 and is a single-story 
building. UT departments including the 
Austin Technology Incubator, Center for 
Space Research and the Institute of Clas-
sical Archeology occupy the buildings.

“We have several hundred people that 
will need a place to go, and so perhaps 
a developer would include them in the 
master development plans,” Wanamaker 
said. 

If the project moves forward, occu-
pants will have one year to vacate after 
written notification from the university. 

The site also has historical importance 
because UT archeologists have found 
evidence of past Native American activ-
ity called burn middens in some areas 
of the tract, Wanamaker said. A report 
from UT’s Texas Archeological Research 
Laboratory in 2010 states that the burn 
middens include arrow points, fire-
cracked limestone rocks and other arti-
facts dating back to the Late Archaic and 
Late Prehistoric eras in age. Dart points, 
bone-tempered plain-ware pottery and 
other artifacts were also found.

Should UT decide to move forward, 
the developer may have to go through 
the Texas Historical Commission and 
will be responsible for complying with 
any zoning and historical requirements, 
Wanamaker said. 

Christine Freundl, senior planner for 
the urban design division of the City of 
Austin, said the tract is part of the city’s 
North Burnet/Gateway master plan that 
aims to refocus growth to downtown 

Austin, make better use 
of existing and expanding 
infrastructure, and control 
congestion and mobility 
issues. The master plan was 
adopted in 2006, and the 
regulations for the land 
were adopted in 2009, she 
said.

“Originally North 
Burnet/Gateway came into 
focus because city officials learned that 
this area was quickly becoming part of 
the core of the city,” Freundl said. “They 
saw this as an opportunity to refocus 
growth to the urban core.” 

Potential use for the land
A 2008 report from Capitol Market 

Research states that the best uses for the 
land are commercial, retail, office, multi-
family residential units, townhomes and 
condominiums. 

Based on the input data, the develop-
ment costs per net acre are $100,000 for 
retail and office mixed-use and attached 
residential uses.

Chuck Lesniak, environmental officer 
for the City of Austin, said there are 
some environmental challenges with the 

development of the tract but nothing 
unusual. If and when a master developer 
is chosen, he said the city will bring in 
an environmental assessment team to 
identify everything from creeks to caves 
and survey all trees that are larger than a 
certain size. 

“Any large tract that gets developed, 
particularly if it hasn’t been developed 
before or modernly developed before, has 
some environmental hurdles,” Lesniak 
said. “The city and the development 
community is used to dealing with the 
environmental hurdles that are associ-
ated with developing large tract.”
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You have your 
father’s eyes.
But what about his heart? A HeartSaver CT scan from 

Heart Hospital of Austin is a fast, easy way to determine 

your risk for heart disease in its earliest and most 

treatable stages. And you can trust our expertise with 

hearts, because Thomson Reuters has ranked us a top 

cardiovascular hospital six times — and in 2011, one of  

the 50 Top Cardiovascular hospitals in the nation.

Check your inheritance. Call 512-407-SAVE to 
schedule a HeartSaver CT scan today.

HeartHospitalofAustin.com
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By Amy Denney
The North Austin Community Rec-

reation Center, once it opens Dec. 1, 
will serve not only members but also 
the community at large, offering a teen 
room, community area and garden where 
residents can learn how to grow and use 
local produce.

“We just think that all YMCAs, no 
matter where they are located, should be a 
hub for the community,” said James Finck, 
CEO for YMCA of Austin.

The 37,000-square-foot facility, located 
at 1000 W. Rundberg Lane, will be run by 
the YMCA of Austin in partnership with 
the City of Austin. Non-YMCA members 
will be able to utilize the center, including 
renting the community room that Finck 
said can handle large functions or neigh-
borhood meetings.

“This is going to change our neighbor-
hood,” he said.

Liz Hansbury, senior program director 
at the center, said the child care center has 
a room for infants and a separate room 
shared by toddlers and children up to 
age 8. The center has an outdoor area for 
children to play while their parents use 
the facility. The area will have a sand and 
water table and an area where children 
can use sidewalk chalk.

“The majority of folks don’t want to drop 
their kids off. They want to do something 
as a family,” she said.

A major feature of the rec center is its 
use of natural light and incorporating win-
dows, including in the pool area. Hansbury 
said this is a major improvement from the 
former North Park YMCA that closed Oct. 
31 at 9606 N. Lamar Blvd. and didn’t have 
any windows.

“You don’t think about it being parkland 
in North Austin, but when you look out 
those windows, it looks like you’re look-
ing at a park,” she said, pointing to the 
windows in the group fitness room.

The second floor overlooks the 

North Austin YMCA to open doors Dec. 1

An open house Nov. 10 allowed the community to tour the new North Austin Community Recreation Center.
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basketball and volleyball court where the 
center will begin its winter basketball 
league and also has access to the terrace 
where members can take outdoor tai chi or 
yoga classes.

The aquatics area has a four-lane lap 
pool, heated instructional pool for lessons 
and a hot tub.

Hansbury said another benefit to the 
community will be two swim safety 
programs. One is Project Safe, which will 
teach first-graders from area schools about 
water safety and provide them with swim 
lessons. A second program called Swim 
Safe will allow staff members to teach chil-
dren how to swim at their own apartment 
complexes, Hansbury said. She said these 
program will help reduce the higher risk 
for drownings among children that the 
North Austin area has.

“There’s not a lot of emphasis on learn-
ing to swim,” she said.

Students may also participate in an 
internship program where they will 
learn to swim and go through training to 
become lifeguards, Hansbury said. Addi-
tionally, several clubs will be available to 
students, including Youth in Government 
and the Leaders Club. 

“It’s a fun, safe hangout, but also one 
where there will be additional educational 
opportunities,” she said.

In January, work will begin on a 
10,000-square-foot community garden 
that is part of the city’s Art in Public Places 
program. The Sustainable Food Center will 
assist with providing programming such 
as teaching people how to cook using local 
produce and how to start a garden at home, 
Hansbury said.

Danielle Shores, who grew up in North 
Austin and now works in child care, mem-
bership and youth programs at the YMCA, 
said the center will bring access to pro-
grams such as those that teach participants 
how to eat healthier.

“They can now help themselves,” she said.
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CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com/impact

Call a Campus Today!
Austin/Round Rock
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Online Toll Free
800-969-2599

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

1-866-467-5273
NextCareImpact.com

(Visit website to see all locations & hours)

Just in case 
   you missed 
     a day...

Call Us & Skip 
 The Waiting Room!

http://www.nextcareespanol.com

facebook QR URL DIRECT

www.NewNextCare.com

NextCare Homepage QR URL DIRECT

WAHOO https://www.nextcare.com/mobile/checkin.phpURL DIRECT http://www.nextcare.com/mobile/locations.php

http://www.nextcare.com/index.php/Mobile/guarantee

( FM Road 620 North 
 & Pecan Park)
12701 Ranch Road 620 
North Austin, TX 78750
Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm, 
Sat-Sun: 8am-4pm

NextCarePecanPark_CommImpact_0912.indd   1 9/18/12   1:56 PM
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PARK UNIVERSITYSM 

Since 1875.

PARK’S PROMISE:
Serving Those Who Serve Their Community and Country 
with Personalized, Globally-Relevant Education for Life.

Park University’s degree programs are accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, a member 
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

PARK UNIVERSITY

Park University is proud to be an educational partner
in the Austin community.
• A College of Distinction School, Park University is nationally recognized for its 
 academic quality and its a
 ordable education.

•    At Park, we are an Adult Friendly and Military/Veteran Friendly campus; let us 
 help you achieve your educational goal.

•    Classes start 	 ve times during the year so you can begin or complete your 
 degree when you are ready.

•    Online is yet another excellent option at Park to earn your college degree 
 (undergraduate or graduate programs).

•    Experience Counts: Your career experience may qualify for up to 24 credit  
 hours via Park’s Validated Learning Equivalency Program.

Contact us today and let your success begin.

Call us today at (512) 385-7275. Or visit us online at www.park.edu/refuel

1. $1,300 represents the average of three auto payments for Amplify 
members. Actual dollar amount may vary. 2. For qualified borrowers. 
Interest accrues immediately. Limited time offer. Existing Amplify 
balances are excluded from this offer. All loan rates and terms based 
on creditworthiness and type of collateral. 3. Annual Percentage Rate.

 1 SCAN the QR code
 2 CLICK goamplify.com/refi
 3 CALL 512-836-5901 | 800-237-5087
 4 VISIT goamplify.com/locations
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Some area restaurants may be 
exempted from city’s bag ban

Some Austin restaurants will have an 
exemption from the single-use carryout 
bag regulations after Austin City Council 
approved administrative rule amendments 
at a Nov. 8 meeting.

The part of the amended rules allows 
restaurants to use plastic carryout bags to 
“prevent moisture damage” from soups, 
sauces, salads with dressing, and liquids, 
and was passed unanimously by the Zero 
Waste Advisory Commission on Oct. 10.

Other exemptions to the ordinance 
include dry cleaning bags, newspaper 
bags, and bags from local food pantries. 
The ban is set to begin in March.

Water organization finds compromise on drought order
The “aqua cliff” may have been avoided 

after the Lower Colorado River Authority 
board voted Nov. 14 to endorse emergency 
drought relief that would potentially pro-
vide water downstream for southeastern 
Texas rice farmers.

Water Operations Committee Chair-
man Scott Spears said the river basin risks 
facing the worst drought on record—or 
the “aqua cliff,” as he coined it—unless 
the board approved his proposed plan to 
make available 121,500 acre-feet of water 
for agricultural irrigation if there is at least 
775,000 acre feet of combined storage in 
lakes Travis and Buchanan on either Jan. 1 
or March 1.

The lakes’ storage amounts to 860,000 
acre-feet as of Nov. 14, meaning LCRA 
would release water downstream if existing 
conditions continue into 2013.

The board voted 10-4 to accept the 
resolution, which Spears said was essential 
to avoid reverting back to the 2010 water 
management plan that would have likely 
allowed at least 180,000 acre-feet of water 
to flow downstream.

In fact, the approved resolution is 
stricter than LCRA staff’s proposal to set 
the threshold at 750,000 acre-feet yet less 
stringent than the proposed 800,000 acre-
feet threshold amendment request from 
board Director John M. Franklin. 

austinTravis County

  Austin City Council 
Austin City hall, 301 w. second st.
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council 
Dec. 6 and 13, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at  
www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
700 Lavaca st., www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.  

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 s. Main st., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

Meetings

CiTY And CounTY

Sheriff
Greg Hamilton (Democrat)

County tax assessor-collector
Bruce Elfant (Democrat)

County commissioner Precinct 3
Gerald Daugherty (Republican)

Constable Precinct 1 
Danny Thomas (Democrat)

Constable Precinct 2
Adan Ballesteros (Democrat)

Constable Precinct 3
Sally Hernandez (Democrat)

Constable Precinct 4
Maria Canchola (Democrat)

Constable Precinct 5
Carlos Lopez (Democrat)

City of Austin propositions
1–5, 7, 9–14, 16–18 

Central Health, Proposition 1
Passed, 54.67 percent

Austin ISD, District 2
Jayme Mathias

Austin ISD, District 3
Ann E. Teich

Austin ISD, District 5
Amber Elenz

Austin ISD, at-large Position 8
Gina Hinojosa

ACC trustee, Place 7 
Barbara Mink

ACC trustee, Place 8
Betty Hwang

ACC trustee, Place 9
Allen Kaplan

Williamson County Nov. 6 election local results

Task force subcommittee 
formed to research creating 
new county veterans court 

In 2009, the Texas Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 112 as part of Senate Bill 1940 
authorizing counties to establish courts for 
military veterans at their own discretion, 
according to a report by the Texas Indigent 
Defense Commission. 

Williamson County is home to approxi-
mately 38,000–40,000 veterans, said 
Donna Harrell, Williamson County Veter-
ans Services director. 

The Williamson County Commis-
sioners Court discussed the feasibility of 
instituting a veterans court and the impact 
separate proceedings could have on other 
courts during its Oct. 9 meeting.

Funding was discussed at the meeting.
The court tasked the subcommittee 

to examine other services for veteran 
offenders outside of a court, which could 
include training county judicial officials on 
veterans cases or diversionary options such 
as peer-to-peer counseling.

As it moves forward, the subcom-
mittee will visit other county veterans 
courts and gather information on how 

Compiled by Peter McCrady and Joe Olivieri

Hel pf u l r e sou rce s f or v et er a ns

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs regional | 800-827-1000 | www.benefits.va.gov
Governor's Office – Criminal Justice Division | 463-1919 | www.governor.state.tx.us/cjd
Texas Veterans Commission | 800-252-8387 | www.tvc.state.tx.us
Texas Indigent Defense Commission | 936-6994 | www.txcourts.gov/tidc
Texas Veterans Land Board | 800-252-8387 | www.glo.texas.gov/vlb/index.html
Texas Veterans Leadership Program | 888-838-8391 | www.twc.state.tx.us/tvlp/tvlp.html
TexVet | 341-4924 | www.texvet.com
Williamson County Veterans Services | 943-1900 | www.wilco.org

Defense counsel TVC advocate ProsecutionVeterans affairs

Community supervision Judge & court staffCommunity support

Officials and agencies work with veterans courts to offer veterans different options, 
such as therapy, when they commit crimes.

vet er a ns c ou rt c om p on en t s

Source: Texas Indigent Defense Commission

VETERAN

a court in Williamson County could 
operate. Its research will include 
examining what type of cases the 
court would prosecute and what type 
of services would be offered to veter-
ans found guilty of crimes.

If the subcommittee decides a court 
is not feasible, it could recommend 

other programs be added to the county 
veterans services.

No timeline has been set for the 
subcommittee’s research, and County 
Commissioner Lisa Birkman esti-
mated it could take six months or 
more to gather information and form a 
recommendation.

LOOKING FOR A New NATURAL GAS DRYeR?
MONeY’S wAITING FOR YOU.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city 
limits can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

When you purchase a qualified natural gas dryer with a moisture sensor, you could receive 
a $225 rebate* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. 

For information and a complete list of rebates and restrictions, visit  
www.TexasGasService.com/Rebates, email Conservation@TexasGasService.com 
or call us at (512) 370-8243.
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Premium

$229mo 1

1-Subaru - Model DAD, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $229, � nal pymt / residual = $13,518. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP 
$23,716. Stk# Z7482. Exp 11/20/12.  2-Volvo - Dealer participation is required. O� ers with approved credit through US Bank thru November 30, 2012. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. S60 $3,693 total due at inception (no sec. dep. 
required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $19,587. MSRP $32,645. Stock# V6000.  3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# A7128 based on MSRP $36,360 with Moonlight blue metallic, Beige/brown, Exhaust 
tips, All-weather � oor mats & trunk liner, Convenience pkg., Lighting pkg. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $399 � rst mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,593 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,869. 36 monthly payments of $399. Payment calculation includes 
$1000 Audi lease bonus rebate valid for Texas residents only. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 
10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 11-30-12.  4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche 
Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 
10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera S Hybrid - Stock# W8177 based on lease sale price $97,775. $9,000 total due at lease inception, 36 monthly payments of $1,344, purchase option/residual at lease end $58,176.25. $350 disposition fee.  Exp 11-30-2012.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

2012 Porsche Panamera S Hybrid 

 $1,344mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$399mo 3

Luxury has Progressed.

Safe + Secure Included

Absolutely Nothing Down!

1 To qualify for the plush pony, customer must be a new Wells Fargo consumer or business checking customer, open and fund a new eligible Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or Wells Fargo Business Services® Package checking account with a $100 minimum opening deposit. All Wells Fargo 
Checking Packages® and Wells Fargo Business Services Packages are eligible for this offer. See banker for checking package details. Offer valid from 11/16/12 through 12/31/12 only, or while supplies last, and cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one plush pony per customer. Customer will 
receive the plush pony at the time of opening and funding the new Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or Wells Fargo Business Services Package checking account. Offer is only available at participating Wells Fargo banking locations. Offer not available in CT, NY, NJ, PA and DE. Wells Fargo 
team members are not eligible for this offer.

2 To qualify for the plush pony, a new Wells Fargo consumer or business checking customer must present a referral card (photocopies cannot be accepted) and open a new eligible Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or Wells Fargo Business Services Package checking account with a $100 
minimum opening deposit. All Wells Fargo Checking Packages and Wells Fargo Business Services Packages are eligible for this offer. See banker for checking package details. Offer valid from 11/16/2012 through 12/31/2012 only, or while supplies last, and cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit 
one plush pony per customer. Referring customer must be an existing Wells Fargo consumer or business checking customer. If all eligibility requirements are met, new customer will receive a plush pony at the time of opening and funding the new Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or 
Wells Fargo Business Services Package checking account, and the referring customer will be contacted within 30 days to make arrangements to receive a plush pony. All accounts must be funded during promotional period. Offer is only available at participating Wells Fargo banking locations. Offer not 
available in CT, NY, NJ, PA and DE. Wells Fargo team members are not eligible for this offer. 
Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Materials expire on 12/31/12. (742098_06840)

Meet Mack, the new Wells Fargo pony 
commemorating our 160-year history

It’s pony time!

742098_06840

10" x 6.04"

4C

For a limited time, we’re offering two ways to take Mack home 
for yourself, or give him to someone special. Simply open a 
Wells Fargo Checking Package® 1, or refer a friend to open one2.

Enjoy the services and convenience of our checking packages 
to help you manage your money throughout the year.

Please visit your local Wells Fargo to learn more.

742098_06840 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 10/30/12   1:54 PM
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The idea for his project started in 2009, and 
he had to ensure that the plans followed 
additional requirements for being located 
in the North Burnet/Gateway master plan, 
which has its own regulation plan for 2,300 
acres bordered by Metric Boulevard, US 
183, Braker Lane, MoPac and Walnut Creek.

“Austin is a difficult market to develop 
in, and it takes more wherewithal and 
patience,” Patel said.

Distinctly austin
Many of the prospective hotels are incor-

porating various aspects of Austin culture 
and the city’s values. Lone Star Court, which 
is under construction on Domain Drive in 
The Domain, will have its own food trailer 
court with two to three food trailers. Guests 
would also have access to a dipping pool 
and live music by an outdoor fire pit.

“They’re going to feel like they’re in Aus-
tin when they’re in North Austin,” said Amy 
Trench, director of brand marketing for 
Valencia Group, which is building the hotel.

In choosing Austin for its new retro 
Americana concept, Trench said Valencia 
has a history of building hotels on mixed-
use sites.

“We selected Austin for a few reasons. 
Aside from Austin being one of the fastest-
growing cities, it is an eclectic city and one 
that is ready for this authentic Americana 
court concept,” she said. “We feel Austin is a 
great place to introduce this concept.”

A.K. Patel, a managing principal with 
Chatworth Ltd., which is planning to break 
ground on a Home2 Suites by Hilton in Feb-
ruary, said Austin’s penchant for eco-friendly 
development is one reason that drew him to 
Austin. His company is based in Amarillo, 
but he said he is relocating early next year.

Home2 Suites has a focus on being envi-
ronmentally friendly by using recycling 
collection stations, Energy Star–rated appli-
ances, and countertops and flooring made 
mostly from recycled materials in its hotels, 
according to its website. A.K. Patel said the 
new hotel will have charging stations for 
electric vehicles and an all-electric shuttle 
that will take guests to nearby destinations. 

In choosing a location for the new 

concept, he said the proximity to retail at 
The Domain and tech giants such as IBM 
were reasons for choosing the location at 
Burnet Road and Esperanza Crossing. The 
hotel is part of a larger 40-acre development 
that will include golf entertainment com-
plex TopGolf, the hotel and a multifamily 
residential project. The site will have a simi-
lar feel to The Domain and have bike lanes 
and pedestrian access to The Domain, said 
Jason Thumlert, development associate with 
Endeavor Real Estate Group, which is devel-
oping the property. 

A second Home2 Suites began construc-
tion three months ago just south of the new 
H-E-B Plus that opened at Research and 
Lakeline boulevards. The hotel is expected 
to open in May.

“The client liked [the concept] and 
thought it was new and fresh,” said Ben 
Turner, principal with Consort Inc.

Consort, a planning, engineering, entitle-
ments and landscape architecture firm, is 
working with Pure Lodging Hospitality to 
develop the hotel. Pure Lodging is also plan-
ning an Aloft Hotel adjacent to the Home2 
Suites, and Turner said that project is in 
development.

The right market
Since June, two new site plan applications 

were filed with the City of Austin for pro-
posed hotels. One of those was by Cham-
pion Hotels to develop a 2.17-acre site at 
Pecan Park Boulevard and RM 620 called 
Pecan Park Hotel. The website for Cham-
pion Hotels, which is headquartered in 
Oklahoma City, indicates the hotel could be 
a franchise of Courtyard by Marriott. The 
site plan indicates that the hotel would have 
118 rooms. The city is still reviewing the 
plans and has not yet approved the hotel.

According to the site plan, “the previous 
site plan was mostly built out and consisted 
of office buildings, restaurants and associ-
ated infrastructure and parking areas, but 
the lot including Pecan Park Hotel was left 
undeveloped.”

Another hotel, Fairfield Inn & Suites at 
Research Boulevard and Hunters Chase 
Drive, is under construction and will open 
in March, according to the website of Excel 
Hotel Group, which is developing the hotel.

Minhas’ hotel, Staybridge Suites, will have 
five stories and 121 suite-style rooms that 
will have a living area and kitchen. He said 
that if the permitting process goes smoothly, 

he would like to start construction in about 
six months. The hotel would take a year to 
build, he said. Minhas said he expects guests 
will choose his hotel because of its proximity 
to Dell Inc., Samsung and other technology 
companies bringing in out-of-town clients.

In researching for potential locations, 
he said Austin’s hotel occupancy rate of 70 
percent to 80 percent was a factor. In 2011, 
downtown Austin had a 75.1 percent aver-
age occupancy rate, and the entire city had 
an occupancy rate of 66.5 percent, according 
to data from the Austin Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau. Dallas and Houston had occu-
pancy rates of 59 percent and 60 percent, 
respectively, according to the data.

Chirag Patel said the market can support 
new hotels because other competitors are 
10–12 years old. 

“Northwest Austin is just a growing part 
of town. I would say it is similar to the Gal-
leria in Houston,” he said. “When people 
come to Austin, they want to stay downtown 
or in the Arboretum area.”

Hotels
Continued from | 1
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Austin Gastroenterology
proudly welcomes

Dr. Benjamin D. Havemann
to our South Austin & Lakeway 

locations.

• Colon Cancer
• Screening
• Prevention, Diagnosis 

& Treatment of 
Esophageal Refl ux

• Irritable Bowel 
Disease

• Ulcer Disease
• Infl ammatory Bowel 

Disease
• Diseases of the Liver & 

Digestive Tract

Call 448-4588 to schedule an appointment.
www.austingastro.com

*Coming Soon! Our new offi ce at the
Lakeway Regional Medical Plaza.

LAKEWAY TEMPORARY OFFICE*                       
2300 Lohman’s Spur

Suite #104

SOUTH AUSTIN OFFICE      
4310  James Casey Street

Building 4A

Specializing in:

Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
$295Starting at

WE ALSO TREAT 
BUNIONS

HAMMERTOES 
WARTS 

FRACTURES

Full Service 
Foot and 

Ankle Care

Proposed new hotels
Home2 Suites  
by Hilton—Burnet
11303 Burnet Road

1

Aloft Hotel
14022 N. US 183

2

Lone Star Court
10901 Domain Drive

3

Staybridge Suites
13000 N. I-35

4

Home2 Suites  
by Hilton—Lakeline
14022 N. US 183

5

Pecan Park Hotel
12833 RM 620

6

Holiday Inn Express
10721 Research Blvd.

7

Fairfield Inn & Suites
13087 US 183 Bldg. C
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WWW.AUSTINFOODBANK .ORG

P L E A S E  D O N AT E  TO DAY.

Keep central texas’
air quality on the
“nice” list.

Keep central texas’
air quality on the
“nice” list.

Keep central texas’
air quality on the
“nice” list.

commutesolutions.com 512.GO.STARS
TEXASSTARSHOCKEY.COM

Holiday Packs Now On Sale! $99

12.07.12 12.08.12
FAMILY

4-PACK NIGHT

11.21.12

 NIGHT

11.23.12

 NIGHT
$3 BEER

$3 BEER
NIGHT!
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resources available to startups and to pro-
mote growth of technology in Central 
Texas, Huls said. One of the most valuable 
resources is connecting early-stage entre-
preneurs with those at the executive level, 
she said.

“Making sure Austin is prepared to meet 
the growing demands of our tech companies 
is pretty important to our mission,” she said.

She said next year, ATC plans to continue 
growing its efforts to help startups with ven-
ture capital, which is funding provided to 
early-stage companies. 

“You’ll see ATC continue to focus on 
increasing access to our technical talent,” 
Huls said. “We’ll continue to develop rela-
tionships with investors on both [East and 
West] coasts.”

Startup success 
As startups begin securing capital and 

finding success, many graduate from their 
incubators or accelerators and move into 
their own office space. Tech Ranch, which is 
an accelerator offers its Venture Forth pro-
gram, an intensive eight-week bootcamp 
for startups. Incubators such as ATI provide 
sustained support and often office space for 
startups over longer periods of time.

One company that went through ATI is 
gaming company GameSalad, which grew 
into its own office space and launched its 
product with the Windows 8 platform at the 
end of October.

GameSalad allows users to create their 
own games without having to use code and 
gives them the opportunity to publish and 
sell their games for any of the iOS, Android, 
HTML5 or Windows 8 platforms, CEO 
Steve Felter said. He said the company has 
100,000 games, more than 17,000 of which 
are sold in the Apple app store. Last year, 
GameSalad’s Escape 3D game was named 
the No. 1 game in the United States app 
store, he said. 

When GameSalad started, it was pri-
marily an Apple-centric company, but as 
it continued to grow, Felter said it made 
sense to expand its market to Windows 
because of the release of Windows 8.

Startup SwimTopia, which went through 

Carey Martel of Martel Brothers Studios plans to move his startup into Tech Ranch, which is an accelerator.
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Tech Ranch, also has experienced vast 
growth, said Mason Hale, founder and chief 
technology officer for the online swim team 
management system that assists with online 
registration and payments. SwimTopia now 
has four employees and hired a customer 
happiness specialist in October. Hale said he 
would like to hire software developers.

Roughly half of the swim teams in Aus-
tin use Hale’s product, and he has custom-
ers throughout Texas, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Virginia and California. 

“2011 was our first season, and we’ve 
grown almost 10 times since then and will 
probably try to do another 10 times or 
more this year,” Hale said. “This could be 
the year we break out and become not a 
startup anymore.”

Getting in the game
Carey Martel had a successful online 

show called “The RPG Fanatic” before form-
ing his startup Martel Brothers Studios and 
partnering with YouTube. Martel Brothers 
Studios specializes in helping people create 
marketable brands for a stronger YouTube 
presence and to help them profit from their 
online content. Martel said his customers 
range from musicians to those hosting their 
own YouTube shows. His startup is funded 
solely on its YouTube earnings.

Martel’s friend Monty Goulet runs startup 
Maestro Interactive and has office space at 
Tech Ranch. After attending a Tech Ranch 
event, Martel said he was impressed with the 
knowledge of the ranch’s founder and CEO 
Kevin Koym and felt his startup would ben-
efit from getting involved.

“The team at Austin Tech Ranch under-
stands what my company is doing and are 
excited about having us here, and that is 
very important to me,” Martel said. 

To grow his company, Martel said he has 
goals that he feels Tech Ranch can help him 
achieve, such as improving existing market-
ing techniques and finding other businesses 
who may benefit from his startup.

“Because the Tech Ranch has offered 
to help me with all these things, I realized 
working with the Tech Ranch would be the 
right decision to make for Martel Brothers 
Studios to reach its full potential,” he said. 

Martel’s plan is to hire social media mar-
keting interns and move into Tech Ranch 

office space soon. In the next year, he said he 
would like to add an Internet radio station 
to promote the startups’ music partners and 
a daily news show for Weekly Texas Jump, 
a website that provides news to South and 
Central Texas about gaming news, tourna-
ments and anime conventions.

Growing financial support
Financial support for startups is con-

stantly growing in Central Texas. In Octo-
ber, venture capital investment was $132.2 
million, according to the Austin Chamber 
of Commerce, compared with $21.5 million 
from October 2011. So far this year, venture 
capital investment has reached $954.8 mil-
lion, which has already exceeded last year’s 
total of $854.5 million.

Bioscience is one of the fields receiving 
the most funding, along with health care 
and information technology, according to 
the Startup Funding Report compiled by the 
Texas Entrepreneur Networks. Businesses in 
health care received $159.8 million, biotech-
nology received $128.2 million and infor-
mation technology received $73.1 million, 
according to the report.

The report also includes registered invest-
ments, business entity filings and trends 
of startup businesses in Texas for the third 
quarter of 2012. 

Aiding the biotechnology sector is a 

$247,000 federal grant that ATI will con-
tribute to building a new wet lab, which is 
a working space with access to water. Cindy 
WalkerPeach, director of biosciences at ATI, 
said the wet lab will allow startups to make 
prototypes and product development in-
house instead of outsourcing to other com-
panies.

WalkerPeach said the grant will benefit 
startups and businesses related to pharma-
ceutical development, diagnostic develop-
ment and instrumentation development for 
imaging in detecting early stages of cancer, 
she said. The new space would accommo-
date between 20–60 companies, she said.

The grant will be used for coming up with 
a strategy for how ATI will raise the funds to 
build the lab during the next year, she said.

“During the next year, ATI will evalu-
ate a public-private partnership model as 
a potential vehicle to cover the wet lab’s 
expected initial cost of $80 million,” Walk-
erPeach said. “Major funding sources may 
include the university, the City of Austin, the 
State of Texas, the [Economic Development 
Administration] and corporate sponsors. 
We’re creating the road map for how we’re 
going to support this incubator.”

Startups
Continued from | 1
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Men’s REVlite Neutral Runner  M1290NV
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official sponsors

DEcEmbEr 12 –  16 | cEDar Park cEntEr
tickets starting at $40 • cirquedusoleil.com

Tickets on sale at the cedar park center box office,  
ticketmaster.com or charge by phone 1-800-745-3000.

DirecTeD by franco Dragone

Final 
curtain 

call
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J anine Ray doesn’t believe in the say-
ing “no pain, no gain” when applied 
to massage therapy.

“You shouldn’t have to be biting the bul-
let to have a massage,” said Ray, who owns 
North Austin Massage Therapy.

Ray’s business specializes in medical 
massage and in helping people manage and 
relieve pain. Massage therapists special-
ize in the Crossfiber Corrective Muscle 
Therapy technique, meaning the strokes 
are across the muscle fiber instead of with 
the grain. Ray said this allows therapists to 
go deeper into the muscle without causing 
pain and brings fluid back into the muscle.

The facility has five rooms, each with its 
own theme, such as Garden of Light or Ori-
ental Sunrise. The rooms are darkened and 
have a massage table and soothing music 
playing in the background. An education 
corner features posters that therapists use to 
inform clients about their pain.

Client Anthea Tripp has been visiting 
Ray for seven years and said she appre-
ciates the focus on education and on 
exercises she can do at home. She said Ray 
always takes thorough notes and follows 
up on trouble spots before each massage.

“She knows exactly what is going on 
with my body,” Tripp said.

Ray and her husband, Greg, opened 
North Austin Massage Therapy in 1984. 
They met in California while working in 
the food industry where a couple of mas-
sage therapists they knew convinced the 
couple they needed a massage to deal with 
the stress of working in a restaurant.

The Rays began trading food for mas-
sages and took interest in the industry. 

Janine Ray, owner of North Austin Massage Therapy, has been in the massage therapy business for 29 
years and enjoys helping patients find physical and emotional relief.

Ray’s husband earned his massage therapy 
license first, and she followed. Ray officially 
took over running the business in 1998 
when her husband retired.

“I had no idea I would love it and that it 
would come naturally to me,” Ray said.

Ray took interest in the political side of 
the industry and was involved with the 
Therapeutic Bodyworkers of Austin that 
worked with a state legislator who helped 
craft the state’s first legislative bill that 
requires massage therapists to register with 
the state and display their licenses. The 
bill was aimed at distinguishing legitimate 
businesses from those involved in prostitu-
tion and human trafficking. Ray also is the 
legislative chairwoman for the Texas Asso-
ciation of Massage Therapists and works 
with law enforcement professionals on how 
to identify legitimate massage businesses.

“There’s a lot of history with massage 
therapy in Texas,” she said. “It’s been an 
evolution.”

North Austin  
Massage Therapy 
12741 Research Blvd.,  
Ste. 506
331-5922
www.northaustinmassage.com

By Amy Denney

North Austin 
Massage Therapy 
Owner educates clients on 
finding relief to their pain

Business
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Types of therapies

•	Swedish: This is the most common type of 
massage, and the strokes push circulatory 
fluid toward the heart. ($55–$165)

•	Lymphatic drainage: The technique promotes 
healing in the lymphatic system and is helpful 
to cancer patients. ($55–$165)

•	Myofascial release: This therapy is a mild and 
gentle form of stretching that helps elongate 
the muscle. ($55–$165)

•	Hot and cold stone: The hot stones aid 
with increasing circulation, and cold stones 
decrease inflammation. ($130–$150)

•	Cold laser/micro-current: in this treatment, 
a handheld low-level light laser provides 
micro-current electrical stimulation to the area 
with pain. ($15 for 15 minutes or $5 add-on)

•	Facial: This massage includes the neck, 
arms and hands, and uses skin products with 
organic ingredients. ($85–$95)

Jollyville Rd.

Mcneil dr.
Pond springs 
Rd.

183

austintexas.gov/commercialrecycling

Multifamily residential properties 
with 75 units or more

Commercial office buildings 
100,000 square feet or larger

75 
units+

100,000 
sq. ft.+

OFFICE PAPER PLASTICS #1 & #2

CARDBOARD ALUMINUM

GLASS

Top News

Learn the requirements. 
Ask questions. Find resources. 

NEW RECYCLING 
REQUIREMENTS 

ARE NOW IN EFFECT!

Affected properties:
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Ads for Community Impact - Nov. 2012:

NW Austin: 

Loop 1 and Highway 360.
Shopping Line® 512.327.7040

U.S. Hwy. 183 & R.R 620.
Shopping Line® 512.257.7467

®

Minutes from downtown off N. Mopac,
exit Braker Lane or Burnet Road.
Shopping Line® 512.795.4230. 

Now through December 24

Visit facebook.com or simon.com
for a complete list of hours. 

BCS DOm LLm santa ad:Layout 3  11/14/12  4:51 PM  Page 1

Swim, Sleep & Play With 
Perfect Eyeliner, Brows, 
Lipliner and Color
No more smudges!

AUSTIN
PERMANENT 

MAKEUP
CENTER

Established in 1985

4131 Spicewood Spings Rd. | Bldg. 1, Suite 4 | (512) 900-3063

MAKE UP THAT STAYS 
ON FOR YEARS!

Board Certified by the American 
Academy of Micropigmentation

Steck Ave.

M
es

a 
Dr

.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Artist Pamela Byrne

Look younger without surgery!
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Chisholm Trail Icehouse & BBQ
Restaurant’s home-cooked meals have a family history

A t Chisholm Trail Icehouse & BBQ, 
food has a family lineage that can be 
traced back several generations.

Owner Randy Hashem is the grandson, 
son and nephew of several family members 
who have been barbecue connoisseurs, 
cooks and recipe innovators for many 
decades. The restaurant’s most-ordered 
items, such as potato salad, squash casse-
role and barbecued meats, involve recipes 
and techniques Hashem learned from his 
mother, aunt, grandfather and grand-
mother.

“Food has been in our family a long 
time,” he said. “I always tell people that I 
didn’t get this physique by watching people 
eat. I ate my share of it for sure.”

Hashem’s grandfather, Lupe Jasso, was 
a grill master who frequently barbecued 
meats, especially for Easter. When Jasso 
died in 1992, Hashem acquired his grand-
father’s barbecue pit and began trying to 
replicate his techniques.

The restaurant smokes its meats with 
pecan and oak, a practice that was not easy 
to perfect, he said.

“I tried for, like, three years to cook a 
brisket on that pit, and I screwed it up 
every time,” Hashem said. “So then it 
became a mission to figure it out. Once we 
kind of figured that out, we started doing 
tailgate stuff.” 

The story behind the name
The name of the restaurant comes from 

Chisholm Trail in Round Rock where 
Hashem planned to open the restaurant in 
a building constructed in 1856. Because of 

the cost to occupy a historical building, he 
instead decided to open in Austin.

Before Hashem opened the restaurant, 
he spent three months traveling through 
Texas sampling food and analyzing the 
service of any barbecue joint he could find. 
While visiting other restaurants, he looked 
for three components: the quality of food, 
how clean the restaurant was and how the 
staff dealt with customers. 

“I found that nobody was consistent 
across the board,” he said. “If the service 
was good, the restaurant was dirty, or if the 
restaurant was clean, then the service was 
terrible. I realized that those were three 
things that I’ve always done really well.”

Marvin Rasmussen, a weekly customer, 
said his favorite meat is the lean brisket. 

“I think it’s the best barbecue in the 
city,” he said. 

He and his wife, Sheri, live in a neigh-
borhood near the restaurant and drop by 
once or twice a week. Sheri said she likes to 
try different things on the menu but favors 
the sandwiches, potato salad and chicken. 

“[The restaurant] feels like home,” 
Sheri said. 

About 70 percent of the restaurant’s 
business comes from catering for break-
fast, lunch and dinner. Breakfast usually 
includes scrambled eggs, migas, bacon, 
sausage, and biscuits and gravy.

“It’s a great niche because most people 
who are delivering breakfast do croissants 
and muffins,” he said. “We’re trying to give 
you a home-cooked feel. I think that’s what 
people love the most about [the food]—you 
can taste that things are homemade.”

By Lyndsey Taylor

The pork ribs, sausage and brisket are smoked 
with pecan and oak.

Customers can choose from sides such as green 
beans, roasted potatoes, fried cabbage, and maca-
roni and cheese. Lunch specials are 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Randy Hashem, owner of Chisholm Trail Icehouse & BBQ, learned grill techniques from his family.

Customer favorites
•	Brisket by the pound ($13.49)

•	Pork ribs by the pound ($9.95)

•	Turkey breast by the pound ($11.49)

•	Potato salad: Made with relish, eggs, onions 
and mayonnaise. (small $1.69, pint $4.19)

•	Squash casserole: The recipe comes from 
Hashem’s aunt and is made with zucchini, 
yellow squash, onion and carrots and topped 
with cheese. ($1.69, pint $4.19)

Daily specials
Monday 
Chopped-beef sandwich with one side ($7.49) 
Rib plate with two sides ($8.79)

Tuesday 
Sausage sandwich with one side ($7.29) 
Sausage plate with two sides ($8.79)

Wednesday 
Beef sandwich with one side ($7.49) 
Beef plate with two sides ($8.95)

Thursday 
1/4 lb. chicken plate with two sides ($7.49) 
1/2 lb. chicken plate with two sides ($8.95)

Friday 
Beef, sausage or chopped sandwich with one 
side ($7.49) 
Two-meat plate with two sides ($9.79)

Chisholm Trail Icehouse & BBQ
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 148
258-3063
www.bbq512.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Ly
nd

se
y 

Ta
yl

o
r

sp

ic
ew

ood springs Rd.

Jollyville Rd.

Mcneil dr.

183

Pond springs 
Rd.

Find classes anytime,  
convenient locations and  
options that fit your life.
Apply today.
austincc.edu

Austin Community College
Community Impact
4.9167 x 2.94 CMYK
Runs Nov. 2012

TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE IS GREAT FOR WHAT AILS YOU

Pond Spring Rd.

Anderson Mill R
d.

183

LEE’S HERBS

ACUPUNCTURE & CHINESE HERB MEDICINE

LEE'S HERBS

LEE’

13376 Research Blvd., Ste. 129 512-250-8488
Herb Consultations • Foot & chair massages (only $15.00/30 min)

Lee’s Herbs is hiring 
acupuncturists

8 years of Medical 
Training, M.D in 
China since 1983

d.d.

8
)

HOLIDAY GIFTS 

Holidays are 
c� ing!

ARE AVAILABLEFOR $20

More than 400 herbs and all

natural
dietary supplements.
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Dec. 7–9, 14–16

Dougherty Arts Center    
1110 Barton Springs Road

Tickets:  
$25 (13 and older),        
$15 (ages 3–12),  
free (younger than 3, if 
they sit on an adult’s lap)

For more information:  
537-7045, 989-3363 
www.austincityballet.org

The Nutcracker

The Austin City Ballet is putting on its 12th annual 
production of the “Austin Children’s Nutcracker.”

Austin City Ballet
‘Austin Children’s Nutcracker’ brings story to life

Students in the advanced 
ballet class warm up during 

an Oct. 29 practice.  

Austin City Ballet  
13291 Pond Springs Road
989-3363	•	www.austincityballet.org

nonPRoFiT

By Amy Denney
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Carol Feille D’Avila enjoys 
hearing children in the 
audience laugh during a 

performance of the “Austin Chil-
dren’s Nutcracker.”

D’Avila said the “Nutcracker” 
has always been for the children, 
both on stage and in the audi-
ence.

“Ours definitely lends itself 
to the family. Children get very 
excited, especially when the Rat 
King comes out,” said D’Avila, 
owner and artistic director of 
the Austin City Ballet, a non-
profit that produces the “Austin 
Children’s Nutcracker” each 
December.

Of the 50-plus cast members, all 
but about 12 are between the ages 
of 7 and 18. D’Avila said having a 
show with mostly children gives 
them the opportunity to dance 
in numerous, and often more 
challenging, roles than other 
“Nutcracker” performances might 
offer. There are also two casts 
so that major roles such as the 
character of Clara can be rotated 
among dancers. D’Avila said that 
at other ballet companies, children 
might only have just one role.

D’Avila said instructors also 
teach the dancers to be mindful of 
the sets and props and know their 
responsibilities during the show.

“People think it’s children and 
it will be a recital, but they walk 
away thinking ‘Wow, that was so 
professional,’” she said.

Many attendees are repeat 
customers, D’Avila said, coming 
from throughout the U.S.

“We have one family from Fort 
Worth that has been coming 
every year,” she said.

Rehearsals began Aug. 25, 
and D’Avila said the dancers 
meet every Saturday from 11:30 
a.m.–6 p.m. with some of the 
roles, such as the reed flutes and 
Spanish dancers, rehearsing dur-
ing the week.

“[The children] get to do more 
complicated roles and grow more 
in their skills,” D’Avila said. “By 
the beginning of the ‘Nutcracker,’ 
their skills have just completely 
morphed.”

Madeleine D’Avila, Carol’s 
16-year-old daughter, said the 
Austin City Ballet’s production of 
the “Nutcracker” is not like other 
large-scale productions. She is 
dancing several roles, including 
Clara, Party Girl, Russian, Snow 
Queen and Sugar Plum Fairy.

“Ours is a lot more meaningful 
and personal,” Madeleine said. 
“You feel like we’re performing 
for you.”

Many of the children take 
classes at Austin City Ballet, but 
auditions are open to any child 
who would like to participate.

“Everyone gets along very well,” 
16-year-old dancer Emily Kruger 
said. “It doesn’t ever feel like 
there’s not a place for you.”

austin City Ballet Performing 
arts Conservatory

In 1991, D’Avila formed the 
Austin Conservatory of the Arts 
and out of that created a non-
profit in 1999 called The Conser-
vatory Dance Theatre. The name 
changed to the Austin City Ballet, 
and it merged with the Austin 
Conservatory of the Arts earlier 
in 2012 and relocated in June.

D’Avila began dancing at age 5, 

but after deciding not to pursue 
a professional dance career, she 
opted to open her own studio 
where her whole family has been 
involved. All three of her chil-
dren, two girls and one boy, have 
danced at the studio, and even 
her husband designs the sets and 
constructs the dance floors.

Besides producing the “Aus-
tin Children’s Nutcracker” each 
December, the nonprofit is part of 
the Austin City Ballet Performing 
Arts Conservatory, which offers 
ballet classes that focus on classi-
cal training as well as classes for 
modern and tap dance, classical 
jazz, and musical theater.

“We want them to be well-
rounded and better know how to 
do everything,” D’Avila said.

Austin City Ballet receives 
funding from the city, but it also 
hosts fundraisers, including an 
upcoming event in the spring 
called Celebrate Texas that will 
show the history of Austin, the 
pride of Texas and involve local 
actors and musicians.

D’Avila said the nonprofit 
relies heavily on parents and the 
community to help design the 
sets and sew costumes. Much of 
the sewing is done at the hands 
of Office Manager Julie Ratzes-
berger, who designs, constructs 
and even hand paints many of the 
costumes for shows.

Ratzesberger has worked at 
Austin City Ballet for 16 years.

“It’s like being part of a family,” 
she said.

The nonprofit’s wardrobe closet 
contains its collection of costumes 
that are used year after year.

“We do everything,” D’Avila 

said. “We don’t have the resources 
to buy everything.”

a special performance
On Dec. 13, the Austin City 

Ballet will have a special con-
densed performance of the 
“Nutcracker” with a special 
guest. Thirteen-year-old Ruthie 
from Pflugerville made a request 
through the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Central and South 
Texas to dance on stage.

“Her mom said she loves to be 
on stage and loves ballerinas,” 
said Kathryn Draper, senior wish 

manager with the nonprofit. “She 
loves for people to watch her and 
clap for her.”

Draper said Ruthie, who has a 
combination of different life-
threatening illnesses, will learn 
choreography to dance the part of 
a ballerina doll and also be fitted 
for her custom tutu.

“We had some tears,” D’Avila 
said upon learning of the oppor-
tunity to partner with Make-A-
Wish. “We are excited.”

A portion of the proceeds from 
ticket sales Dec. 13 will benefit 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
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AND SPECIALTY FOODS

Give “BIG BIRD” a whole new 
meaning this Thanksgiving.

Order your TURDUCKEN today!
A Turkey, stuffed with a Duck, 
stuffed with a Chicken.

Don’t like Duck?
Order a “TURKEN” instead.

Daily Lunch 
and Dinner Specials

M-F 10-8 | SAT 10-6 | SUN 11-5

www.StuffedFoodStores.com
12226 RR 620 North | 512.918.1600

Don’t be 
afraid of  
commitment
Austin Water can help you meet your water 
conservation goals. Use our handy, online water use 
calculator to determine how much water you use and 
where you can save. If everyone in our area reduced 
their water use by 10%, we’d save over 13 million 
gallons of water per day! It’s easy with the 3Cs: 
commit, calculate and conserve. 

Learn more about how you can certify 
your commitment to water conservation at 
WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org

Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas is the leader
in the delivery of personalized, comprehensive state-
of-the-art cardiovascular care in Texas, providing our 
patients access to the latest in technology, therapies 
and techniques.
 
We believe in the sacred relationship
between physician and patient that will last a lifetime. 
In keeping with that goal, we will keep focus on 
delivering the personalized patient care that truly 
makes our practice a center of excellence.

We welcome you to Cardiovascular Specialists 
of Texas
and look forward to the opportunity to provide you 
with this superior cardiovascular care.

(512) 807-3180   |  www.cstheart.com
7215 Wyoming Springs Dr. | Bldg 1, Ste. 100 | Round Rock, Texas  78681

Dr. Manish Chauhan     Dr. Todd Gage     Dr. Michael S. Grad     Dr. Paolo V. Venegoni     Dr. Robert J. Wozniak 

620
35

Sam Bass Rd.
Wyoming Springs Dr.

Park Valley Dr.
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Con’ Olio Oils and Vinegars
Specialty food items, oils, vinegars and wine can be found at Con’ Olio Oils and Vinegars. The store 
carries roasted sesame, grape seed and roasted walnut oils and offers tastings of any oil or vinegar prior 
to purchasing. Popular gift items include custom gift baskets (pictured, $24.99–$150), olive oil dishes 
($19.99), specialty caramels from Italy ($5.95), as well as locally made jams and spreads ($5.99–
$10.99). The store also carries Italian food delicacies only made during holidays such as panetonne, a 
sweet bread, and panforte, or fruit cookies ($14.99–$30).

10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 130 
342-2344 
www.conolios.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat.. 10 a.m–8 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Flying Threads Embroidery
New at Flying Threads Embroidery is the Jon Hart line of leather bags, said owner Dana Markes, who 
took over ownership of Flying Threads in 2009. She said the men’s shaving kits ($55), koozies ($20) and 
makeup bags ($22) are hot-selling items. Texas-based gifts include Longhorn embroidered jean jackets 
($68) made by a woman in Houston and fabric belts ($32.50) created by an Austin woman. Coton Colors 
also has a line of ornaments available in colors from Texas schools, including The University of Texas and 
Texas A&M University ($24.50).

13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 227 
257-0090 
www.flyingthreads.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Learning Express
Learning Express carries games, toys and books for children of all ages. The store carries popular items 
such as the Boogie Board, an LCD writing and drawing tablet (pictured, $29.99), and the Loopdedoo 
bracelet-making kit ($34.99). Other gift ideas include Tenzi, a dice game for up to four players ($14.99), 
and self-assembled laser-cut models by Metal Works. Models include helicopters, pirate ships and 
bridges ($6.99–$9.99). Owners Joe and Mary Theriot have run the store since 1996.

9607 Research Boulevard, Ste. 110  
795-9770 
www.learningexpress.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9:30 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sun. 11:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Luxe Apothetique
Luxe Apothetique, a women’s clothing, accessory, and gift store and salon, is a one-stop shop for 
body and beauty products with brands such as Bumble and bumble, and Kerastase. The store offers 
at least 15 Austin vendors, including specialty soap company Latika and jewelry designer Kendra 
Scott. Recommended gifts at Luxe Apothetique include OPI nail polish ($8.50 each or three for $20), 
Minnetonka Moccasins (pictured, $39.95), Marc Jacobs bags ($528) and Roxy flannel shirts ($49.50).

11501 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 129 
346-8202 
www.luxeapothetique.tumblr.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–6 p.m.
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C. Kirk Root Jewelry
About 85 percent of business at C. Kirk Root Jewelry in the Arboretum is custom work. The business 
can create engagement rings, pendants, earrings and necklaces, and offers one-of-a-kind gifts. Top-
selling items of the season include dancing diamond earrings (pictured, $500 and up), Charriol bracelets 
($195–$2,000) and jewelry with colored stones such as blue sapphire ($2,000). The store also can remake 
pieces that customers already own to create something new by melting down metal and resetting stones.

10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 126 
346-1780 
www.kirkrootdesigns.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–5 p.m.

Adventures Outback
At Adventures Outback, residents can transform their backyards into playgrounds with custom-built 
playhouses from Backyard Fun Factory and Tree Fox or Alleyoop trampolines. Playset consultant Whitney 
McNab said customers can choose from a variety of amenities, such as swings or climbing wall for playsets, 
which range in price from $1,599–$6,000. The Alleyoop trampolines, McNab said, use quality materials 
and safety nets, and cost between $1,299–$2,499. Customers should place orders by the beginning of 
December for installation by Christmas, she said.

12308 N. RM 620 
336-0620 
www.adventuresoutback.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Gallery of Pets
Gallery of Pets carries a wide variety of treats and toys for cats, dogs, birds and small mammals. The 
business celebrates its 35th anniversary in November. Manager Kathy Sunvison said feline pets love the 
line of catnip and toys from From the Field, which uses fresh organic catnip ($3.59–$11.99). For dogs, 
she said Grandma Lucy’s oven-baked treats are a great choice with flavors such as pumpkin, ginger and 
honey ($5.49–$9.79). Sunvison said feathered pets will enjoy the Polly Wanna Pinata (pictured, $13) that 
comes pre-loaded with treats or is refillable.

11689 Research Blvd., Ste. 107 
345-8920 
www.galleryofpets.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Capstone Comics
Capstone Comics has gifts for serious collectors and casual comic book and graphic novel readers. Manager 
Phillip Atkinson said the store sells a lot of trade paperbacks based on TV shows such as “Walking Dead” and 
“Grimm Fairy Tales” that come with six comics in each paperback ($9.99–$15.99). The store sells a variety 
of statues of characters such as Superman and Iron Man ($40–$500). Other character-themed gift items 
include coffee mugs ($6.99–$12.99), shot glass sets ($19.99) and vintage lunchbox sets ($65 and up).

2121 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 107 
339-4251 
www.capstonecomics.com 
Hours: Mon., Thu., Fri., Sat. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.;  
Tue. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.; Wed. 9 a.m.–8 p.m.;  
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Deerbrook Trail

Blue Ridge Dr.

Lake Creek 
Pkwy.

620
Parmer Ln.

Lamplight 
Village Ave.

Limerick 
Ave.

183

Duval Rd.

Jollyville Rd.

Thunder Creek Rd.

Jewelry PetS
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Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor
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Northwest Austin has many locally owned 

stores with one of a kind gifts and handmade 

items. From clothing and accessories to toys 

and decorative items, local stores have gift 

options for everyone in the family.guide
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A 

The St. Andrew’s Difference

facebook/sasaustin

Lower and Middle Schools: 1112 West 31st Street, 78705 • 512.299.9800
Upper School: 5901 Southwest Parkway, 78735 • 512.299.9700
www.sasaustin.org     

St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal School

At St. Andrew’s, we believe daily exposure to the arts is 
essential to a 21st century education. Fine arts classes  
begin in the first grade and extend to the  
Upper School where more than 25 course offerings 
are taught in the amazing new Dell Fine Arts Center. 
Our commitment to the arts complements an already  
robust and diverse academic curriculum that helps  
every student reach his or her potential as a scholar,  
artist, athlete, and servant.

Commitment to the Arts — another example of the  
St. Andrew’s Difference. For many more examples, visit us 
online or on campus.

>> Learn more at sasaustin.org/difference

SCHOLAR •   ARTIST   • ATHLETE • SERVANT

COMMUNITY IMPACT - 
November

“SLIDE” OVER!

TRASH, 
RECYCLING 
AND YARD 

TRIMMINGS

SLIDE

Friday
NOVEMBER

23

Saturday
NOVEMBER

24

Thursday
NOVEMBER

22

City of Austin curbside customers whose trash, 
recycling or yard trimmings collections are scheduled 
on or directly after Thanksgiving will receive pick up the 
following day. 

austinrecycles.com | 3-1-1

SLIDES TO SLIDES TO

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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North austiN

The Domain
Besides the Christmas tree in 
front of Macy’s, The Domain 
has thousands of holiday lights 
strewn throughout the shopping 
center at 11410 Century Oaks 
Terrace. The Domain’s 40-foot tree is adorned with more than 6,000 
lights and 400 ornaments. Another 20-foot fir tree made entirely 
of lights will be in The Domain II (from Dicks Sporting Goods to 
Dillard’s). Free horse-drawn carriage rides will be offered until Dec. 
22 from 5:30–9:30 p.m on Fri. and Sat. nights. Visit Santa at his 
house at The Domain II every night until Dec. 24. 873-8099,  
www.thedomaininaustin.com

ceNtral austiN 
Texas Capitol
Stroll the lights in downtown Austin by the Texas Capitol at the corner 
of 11th Street and Congress Avenue. Each night a show featuring 
lights programmed to music takes place every half hour with 10 
different songs throughout the night, beginning at dark. Decorations, 
lights and a 45-foot Christmas tree are scheduled to be up Dec. 1–
Jan. 6. 469-1766, www.downtownaustinholidays.com

The Driskill Hotel
The Driskill Hotel, 604 Brazos St., welcomes guests for holiday cheer 
with events, decorations and lights from Dec. 5–Jan. 2. The hotel’s 
lobby is decorated with Christmas trees and lights and its 1886 
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Austin and surrounding areas are getting into the holiday spirit with events, light shows, 
tree lightings, carriage rides and more. Our lights guide is a compilation of some places 
to see holiday decorations and lights throughout the area. Happy holidays!

liGht uP
the HOLiDAys

Café & Bakery hosts a daily Victorian tea. The hotel also features 
its inaugural architectural gingerbread contest and an “awkward 
family photo booth,” where Christmas sweaters and other props will 
be provided for photos. For a full list of the hotel’s events, visit its 
website. 474-5911, www.driskillhotel.com

south austiN

Zilker Park’s 
Trail of Lights
After a two-year absence, The 
Trail of Lights returns to Zilker 
Park on Dec. 16. The park also 
hosts its tree lighting Dec. 2 at 6 p.m., which will feature live music, 
food and more. The tree is on display nightly from 6 p.m.–midnight 
until Dec. 23. 2100 Barton Springs Road. www.austintrailoflights.org

cedar Park
Heritage Oak Park 
The City of Cedar Park hosts its annual tree lighting Dec. 7 at 
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway. The tree is lit with more than 
50,000 lights and is one of the oldest oak trees in Cedar Park. Free 
carriage rides will be offered, and Santa’s Village will be featured on 
the night of the tree lighting from 6:45–9 p.m. The lights will remain 
up until the beginning of January. 401-5000,  
www.cedarparktexas.gov

GeorGetowN
Georgetown square
Georgetown hosts its lighting of the square Nov. 23 with festivities 
from 5:30–8 p.m. Festivities include music from the Austin Carolers, 
hot chocolate and cookies, a movie, and late-night shopping with 
local merchants. Pictures with Santa will be from 6:30–8 p.m. at the 
courthouse. Lights and decorations will be up until the first week of 
January. For more information, visit www.visitgeorgetown.com.

lake travis/westlake

Mozart’s 
Coffee 
Roasters
Every hour from 6 p.m.– 
midnight, the coffee shop puts on a light show at 3825 Lake Austin 
Blvd., through Jan 1. The coffeehouse and Hula Hut restaurant host 
a contest where people can submit any photos with holiday lights. 
Winners receive an iPad and will be announced Dec. 20 on Mozart’s 
deck. 477-2900. www.mozartscoffee.com

Marble Falls

Lake Marble 
Falls
Marble Falls hosts it Christmas 
Walkway of Lights each night 
from 6–10 p.m. now through 
Jan. 1. The display at Lake Marble Falls features more than two 
million twinkling lights. Admission is free but donations are welcome. 
305 Buena Vista St., Marble Falls. 800-759-8178,  
www.marblefalls.org

Compiled by
Lyndsey Taylor
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CoFFee wiTh iMPACT

Dr. Richard Rhodes
President/CEO of the Austin Community College District
By Rebecca Rose

Dr. Richard Rhodes, president and CEO of the Austin Community College District, 
joined ACC in September 2011 after serving as president of El Paso Community Col-
lege for 10 years. 

Rhodes received his bachelor’s degree in accounting and his master’s degree in edu-
cational management and development from New Mexico State University. 

He earned his doctorate through the Community College Leadership Program at The 
University of Texas.

Rhodes serves one the economic development committees of both the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce and the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce, and he is a mem-
ber of the board of American Youthworks. He is a certified public accountant in Texas 
and New Mexico.

What are some of the ACC board of 
trustees’ goals for the upcoming term?

The whole focus of the board is on 
student success. That means taking it a step 
at a time and seeing where a student enters 
ACC and what they need to get them to 
the next level and ultimately to graduation 
or transfer or employment. Not everybody 
who comes to ACC wants to get a degree, 
and not everybody wants to transfer. But 
they do want to get a job. So how do we 
help them get from Point A to Point B?  

How does ACC work with community 
partners?

One of the ways is through customized 
training. We have specific industries and 
businesses here. They need their employees 
to get additional training and skills for that 
company to be successful. Through our 
continuing education and workforce area, 
we work with that company to provide 
customized training specifically for that 
business. We have program advisory com-
mittees on all of our degree programs, so we 
get constant feedback on what our program 
should look like and how we need to change 
the curriculum to make it better, and to 
keep it updated with the needs of business 
and industry. 

As an example, with [Proposition] 1, 
we began looking at that and what the 
impact would be on us at ACC, and where 
we needed to position ourselves for that 
to be ready. We know that somewhere in 

the neighborhood of 60 percent of the jobs 
that will be created as a result of a four-year 
medical school in Central Texas are going 
to require a two-year degree. What are 
those skill sets going to be and how do we 
need to add new program areas or modify 
existing ones to be ready for that?

Recently we solicited some Department 
of Labor grants in order to help us change 
our curriculum for the future. Historically 
we think of college education in terms of 
three credit hours [per course]. But if you 
truly break down each of those hours, there 
are some specific competencies that you 
are expected to learn. … If a person wants 
to get an associate’s degree in computer 
programming and go on to get a bachelor’s 
degree, what are the specific competencies 
that you want that student to obtain? … So 
we got a DOL grant—our share of it is about 
$2 million—to convert computer program-
ming from a credit-based program to a 
competency-based program.  

What is the best way for a business to get 
engaged with ACC?

Each business has specific skill set 
desires and needs. The best way is through 
program advisory and working through 
the chamber of commerce to express those 
needs. We also want to know what the 
needs are of business and industry … and 
see how we can modify [our programs] to 
meet those needs. It could be the custom-
ized training, or it could be that we could go 

in together, through the Texas Workforce 
Commission, and get a grant that could 
help them. We’ve been successful in doing 
that for retraining. I would really love to see 
expanded numbers of paid internship pos-
sibilities for our students, which is good for 
everybody—the student and the business. 
It’s good for the college because it keeps 
students on track. Seventy-five percent of 
our students work part-time, so it’s a great 
way to get them earning money so they can 
continue [their classes].

How does ACC plan to use the Highland 
Mall site in the long term?

We completed the purchase of the 
Highland Mall about two months ago. It’s 
84 acres and 1.2 million square feet. We 
still have about 90 tenants who will stay 
through the holiday season. We are start-
ing on the construction in the spring. The 
first building [to be remodeled] will be the 
JC Penney’s building. It will take about 
12–14 months. That is an exciting project. 
It is 200,000 square feet with two floors. 
Almost half of it is going to be dedicated 
to the math emporium … a [500- to 600-
seat] accelerated math emporium for those 
students who need help in math before 
they are ready for college-level mathemat-
ics. It’s going to be a huge open lab. Some 
of the instruction is going to be through a 
professor to students. A lot of the instruc-
tion is going to be self-paced and have peer 
tutors. … The other half is “swing space” for 

when we have renovations at another site, so 
students who are displaced can attend class 
while we are renovating.

How will ACC’s new campuses in Elgin and 
Hays County contribute to the growth of 
the college?  

Elgin is the first one that is going to open, 
in fall 2013. It’s ahead of schedule and under 
budget. We have large numbers of place-
bound students that wouldn’t [otherwise] 
have access [to college]. Elgin is a pretty 
long commute to attend our other cam-
puses. We look at how we provide access to 
a new population and look at what are the 
programmatic needs of that specific com-
munity we now serve. We’ll also have more 
transfer degree programs because of the 
close proximity to Texas State. 

What would it take for Pflugerville to get 
an ACC campus?

It has to come from the community. We 
cannot advocate for it. We can provide 
information as to what a difference it makes 
as far as in-district tuition and out-of-
district tuition. It has to be a groundswell 
from the community to want to have ACC 
in the community. That’s what happened 
in Elgin, that’s what happened in Hays 
County. We’ve got two different beginnings 
of a groundswell of support for annexation 
in two communities right now. The first is 
Pflugerville and the other one is in Freder-
icksburg.
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Austin Community College President/CEO Richard Rhodes discusses how the school works with com-
munity partners.

Our New Rates Are So LOW...We GUARANTEE To Save YOU $100 A Year 
On Your Full Coverage Auto Insurance Or We Will Pay You $20.00 

 

Harley Alloway 
Auto Insurance Specialist 
9415 Burnet Rd. Ste. 102 

Austin, TX  78758 
 512-834-1234                           512-834-1234 

To Take Advantage 
Of These Incredibly Low Rates 

You MUST Qualify 
 

In The Past 5 Years 
 

1. No Major Claims 
2. No Major Tickets 
3. No Major Accidents 
4. Two Or More Autos 
5. Not A Current Allstate Customer 

Call Now! 

   Two Huge Reasons To Call Me Today: 
My No Brainer Guarantee  

 Get Your Free Copy Of My Report 

“9 Ways To Save On Your Auto Insurance 
     That The Insurance Companies 
        Don’t Always Tell You”  
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Data compiled by 
Patti Simon

Coldwell Banker United
913-4124

psimon@cbunited.com

Featured neighborhood 
Great Hills, 78759

6611 Yaupon Drive $529,900 
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,158 sq. ft.
Agent: Catherine Richard, Re/MAX Austin skyline 
Realty, 922-4653

5204 Welcome Glen $449,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,641 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael hammonds, Moreland Properties, 
983-6603

8507 Andreas Cove $599,500
4 Bedrooms / 3.5 Bath 4,507 sq. ft.
Agent: Ruth hsu, evergreen Company, 
784-8317

10908 Sans Souci Place $549,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,178 sq. ft.
Agent: Jenny walker, Realty Austin, 
653-3398

Overview Featured homes

Build-out years: 1972–2012

Builders: Various custom builders

Number of homes: 1,089

Low/high square footage: 1,496–5,609

Low/high home values: $279,344–$907,567

HOA dues (estimated): $0–$120 annually

Amenities: Country club, golf course, pool

Nearby attractions: Arboretum, The domain, 

oakview Park, st. edwards Park

Property taxes:

Austin Community College                  0.095100

Austin isd      1.242000

Central health 0.078946

City of Austin                                       0.050290

Round Rock isd                                  1.380000

Travis County                                       0.500100

Austin ISD schools

•	 hill elementary school

•	 Murchison Middle school

•	 Anderson high school

Round Rock ISD schools

•	 Kathy Caraway elementary school

•	 Laurel Mountain elementary school

•	 Canyon Vista Middle school

•	 westwood high school

183

MoPac

360

spicewood 

springs Rd.

Great hills 
Trail

Jollyville Rd.

On the market  (As of Nov. 9, 2012)
No. of homes for sale 15

No. of homes under contract 10

Avg. days on the market 55

Home sales  (Nov. 2011–Nov. 2012)
No. of homes sold in last year 90

Square footage Low/High 1,724/4,770

Selling price Low/High $274,900/$799,000

ReAL esTATe

Expires: 7/31/12Expires: 7/12Expires: 12/20/12



30 | FEaTURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Market Data Northwest Austin
On the market  (October 2012) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 3 / 49 days 3 / 397 days 8 / 53 days 24 / 66 days 10 / 138 days

$150,000–$199,999 8 / 68 days 34 / 59 days 14 / 75 days 16 / 63 days 5 / 105 days

$200,000–$299,999 17 / 97 days 21 / 104 days 21 / 74 days 6 / 42 days 13 / 82 days

$300,000–$399,999 3 / 51 days 3 / 103 days 10 / 73 days 2 / 196 days 12 / 58 days

$400,000–$499,999 2 / 68 days - 12 / 62 days - 11 / 101 days

$500,000–$599,999 1 / 205 days - 5 / 86 days - 12 / 77 days

$600,000–$799,999 1 / 0 days - 2 / 115 days - 3 / 74 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - - - 1 / 27 days

$1 million + - - - - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

October 2012 25 / $198,512 36 / $177,665 32 / $312,342 26 / $145,814 36 / $335,672

September 2012 32 / $207,275 25 / $188,883 26 / $276,620 17 / $136,556 27 / $313,338

August 2012 34 / $193,993 27 / $194,996 25 / $302,828 19 / $142,712 43 / $305,756

July 2012 35 / $194,560 33 / $196,764 33 / $305,948 27 / $109,016 46 / $326,717

June 2012 28 / $211,582 24 / $193,060 52 / $300,424 25 / $137,656 64 / $338,495

May 2012 26 / $202,585 28 / $187,201 61 / $342,389 33 / $127,539 46 / $300,900

April 2012 27 / $204,038 19 / $185,124 32 / $296,842 26 / $137,019 41 / $294,708

March 2012 30 / $185,051 14 / $195,187 39 / $275,212 22 / $116,778 35 / $304,912

February 2012 24 / $207,186 12 / $181,299 18 / $293,117 20 / $130,859 24 / $275,069

ReAL esTATe

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/31/12 and 11/13/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath  Price  Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek West 10125 Barbrook Drive 4br/2ba  $325,000  2,675 Jessica Bruehl 532-5005 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Estates Brentwood 11332 Monet Drive 4br/3ba  $399,900  3,011 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Laurel Canyon 11111 Laurel Creek Circle 4br/3ba  $850,000  4,393 Linda Picazo 423-0884 Realty Austin

78726 Villas at Canyon Creek Condo 9550 Savannah Ridge Drive 3br/2ba  $344,919  2,288 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78727 Milwood 4701 Ganymede Drive 3br/2ba  $277,900  2,388 Martha Browning 407-2456 Prudential Texas Realty

78727 Milwood 5706 Shreveport Drive 3br/2ba  $155,900  1,277 Phillip Baird 289-5738 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Northwood 12912 Pegasus St. 3br/2ba  $169,900  1,531 Nasrin Mombaini 680-6163 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Reserve at Northwood 12608 Palfrey Drive 4br/2ba  $244,900  1,826 Deborah Howden 567-6625 Moreland Properties

78727 Scofield Farms 2017 Maize Bend Drive 4br/3ba  $262,900  2,720 Marty Kaye 799-7355 RE/MAX 1

78727 Whispering Valley Condo 4501 Whispering Valley Drive 2br/2ba  $164,637  1,414 Paul Johnston 636-9924 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Milwood 7309 Potters Trail 3br/2ba  $189,900  1,849 Molly Ironmonger 222-9795 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 7604 Montaque Drive 3br/2ba  $192,000  1,923 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78729 Parmer Village Condo 13505 Oystercatcher Drive 3br/2ba  $239,900  2,186 Kevin McCarthy 587-4050 Realty Austin

78750 Deerbrook Village 12538 Split Rail Parkway 3br/2ba  $219,000  2,359 Xuan Le 773-6934 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78750 Fox Hollow Condo 8600 Fathom Circle 2br/2ba  $103,900  924 Chris Riemer 791-5837 Private Label Realty

78750 Jester Estate 7200 Desert Rose Cove 4br/2ba  $425,000  2,875 Teresa Gouldie 751-8000 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11304 Spicewood Parkway 4br/2ba  $355,000  2,576 Michelle Allen 637-8212 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12412 Split Rail Parkway 4br/2ba  $179,900  1,812 Jeff Kress 791-7744 RE/MAX 1

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11901 Geode Drive 3br/2ba  $185,000  2,018 Kim Horther 423-6018 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Marbella Villas Townhomes 2100 Pipers Field Drive 3br/2ba  $149,999  1,322 Emily Russell 653-7082 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78758 Park at Quail Creek 904 Greenmeer Lane 3br/2ba  $104,500  1,354 Gay Puckett 917-1542 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78758 Quail Creek West 1507 Pine Knoll Drive 3br/2ba  $177,500  1,354 Gail Huebel 848-3477 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Creek West 9300 Hunters Trace 3br/2ba  $159,900  1,349 Darlene Campbell 818-1887 Realty Austin

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek Condo 11901 Swearingen Drive 2br/1ba  $95,000  829 Jane Coffman 657-2129 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Village at Quail Creek 10610 Barnhill Drive 3br/2ba  $120,000  1,364 Michael Neuman 740-7615 Realty Executives, Austin-North

78759 Greens, Great Hills 5715 Misty Hill Cove 4br/3ba  $575,000  2,701 Gay Puckett 917-1542 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78759 Mesa Park 11709 Blackhawk Drive 3br/2ba  $269,950  1,896 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Mesa Village Condo 4159 Steck Ave. 2br/2ba  $125,000  1,050 Caren Upshaw 587-3550 Realty Austin

78759 Oak Forest 7301 Danwood Drive 4br/2ba  $405,000  2,721 Jennifer Mehis 217-1887 Realty Austin

78759 Point West Westover Hills 9002 Currywood Drive 3br/2ba  $555,000  2,530 Gary Dolch 656-5627 Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78759 Summer Wood 8301 Summerwood Drive 3br/2ba  $280,000  1,644 Monica Pizanie 905-8939 J.B. Goodwin Corporate Headquarters

78759 Summer Wood 8223 Summer Place Drive 3br/3ba  $335,200  2,095 Sandy Lambright 992-8100 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Windridge 10600 Oak View Drive 5br/3ba  $475,000  3,108 Don Crow 415-6677 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

2100 Pipers Field Drive  $149,999 

7301 Danwood Drive  $405,000 

13505 Oystercatcher Drive  $239,900 

2017 Maize Bend Drive $262,900

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west 
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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