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Downtown urban rail on track for November vote

An approved $8.6M deal opens door to new Northwest Austin campus

City Council nod paves way 
for Apple Inc. expansion
By Amy Denney

Austin City Council unanimously 
approved an economic development agree-
ment with an $8.6 million tax incentive 
with Apple Inc. on March 22, creating a 
pathway for Apple to receive more state 
and county incentives and moving the 
Cupertino, Calif.–based maker of the iPad 
one step closer to building a new campus in 
Northwest Austin.

Apple is proposing to build a $282 mil-
lion, 1 million-square-foot operations center 
at Parmer Lane and Delcour Drive and hire 
3,635 new employees at an initial average 
salary of $54,000. As part of the agreement, 
93 percent of the jobs will be hired locally. 
Jason Lundgaard, manager of state and 
local government affairs for Apple, said the 
positions would include human resources, 
accounting and customer support.

If the company completes both phases 
of construction by Dec. 31, 2021, hires 

3,600 new employees and retains its exist-
ing 3,100 employees at Apple’s current 
Northwest Austin campus, located at 
12545 Riata Vista Circle, it will be eligible 
for tax rebates amounting to $8.6 million.

“This is a huge deal. This is what we con-
sider to be one of the deals of the decade,” 
said Dave Porter, senior vice president of 
economic development for the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce.

Benefit to the city, county
City staff estimate the economic ben-

efit of the deal would be about $89.8 mil-
lion, with total costs, including the money 
spent on government services for the new 
employees, amounting to about $75.2 mil-
lion. Even with the $8.6 million tax rebate, 
the city will net about $14.6 million.

“That $8.6 million in tax revenue does 
not exist today and will only be created if 

By Sara Behunek
Faced with a population that is 

growing faster than the city’s infra-
structure can support, Austin City 
Council may ask voters in Novem-
ber to approve the first phase of a 
$1.6 billion urban rail network for 
downtown Austin.

The electrified rail service would 
provide connectivity from the 
downtown business district to 
The University of Texas, and pro-
ponents say it would grease the 
wheels of the downtown economic 
engine, which provides employ-
ment for nearly 22 percent of Aus-
tin residents.

“It [would] bring a real breath 

of new mobility, new capacity … 
that we otherwise don’t have the 
ability to bring into downtown,” 
said Robert Spillar, executive 
director of the Austin Transporta-
tion Department, which is helping 
develop the urban rail initiative.

But Spillar and other transporta-
tion leaders say that just as impor-
tantly, the urban rail network 
would be part of a larger, inter-
connected, high-capacity transit 
system—composed of rapid-bus 
transit, commuter rail and regional 
rail—that would eventually give 
all Central Texans much-needed 
options.

“The idea is not to just get rail 

for downtown Austin; it is to pro-
vide a core of rail that can help 
start to link all the [population] 
centers with one another,” said 
Glenn Gadbois, executive direc-
tor of the newly formed nonprofit 
Movability Austin, which provides 
consultancy and policy advocacy 
services to its members.

In the meantime, the trick for 
leaders is to convince constitu-
ents who live and work outside of 
Austin’s central core that investing 
in mobility improvements down-
town will pay off for them down 
the road. 
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The proposed urban rail 
network would connect 
to Capital Metro’s 
MetroRail Red Line and 
MetroRapid bus service.

To The  
University  
of Texas

To the Meuller 
development

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Draft urban rail network

Urban rail

MetroRapid

MetroRail Red Line

Source: City of Austin
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Total cost

Net benefit

14-year total

14-year total

$89,774,021

$75,200,317

$14,573,704
Sales taxes $6,666,260

Property taxes $22,656,730

Franchise fees $4,057,492

Revenues from fines $459,840
Revenues from permits $386,628

Miscellaneous fees $3,174,309

Water revenues $6,872,393

Wastewater revenues $5,553,511

Electric power revenues $39,798,047

Alcoholic beverage tax revenues $148,811

Electric power production costs $39,709,050

Taxes rebate $8,612,725

Recreation/libraries $1,467,948

Court system $287,728

Health services $568,094

Social welfare $356,688

Public safety $9,732,991

Other costs $1,793,725

Water costs $6,473,799

Wastewater costs $5,532,880

General government $664,689

Apple Inc.’s projected 
economic impact

To Austin- 
Bergstrom  
Airport

Urban rail stop

This analysis reflects 
the total revenues  

generated by Apple 
and the costs to the  

city from adding  
3,635 jobs.Source: City of Austin
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 Summer Camp Guide | 
20
From the academically oriented to  
dog lovers, there is something for 
every child in this two-page guide

impactnews.com 

New Alamo Drafthouse
Alamo Drafthouse announced  
March 26 that it is planning a new 
theater in the Lakeline Market Shopping 
Center, adjacent to Lakeline Mall

 How Do You Roll? | 25
Yuen Yung is building a roll-your-own 
sushi empire

Pinup Salon | 23 
  Brian and Monnie Hightower bring a 

downtown vibe to this uptown salon
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School of Rock 2525 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 138 
670-2360 • www.schoolofrock.com 

Performance Camp Ages 8–18 June 11–23, Aug. 6–18 $1,100 per session Beginners Camp Ages 7–18 July 16–20 • $550 Recording Camp Ages 11–18, plus two-plus years experience 

on instrument July 23–27 • $550  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance
Dancers Workshop  11150 Research Blvd. 349-7197 • www.dancersworkshopaustin.com 

Ages 3–5 (half day), ages 5–10 (full day) 
June 11–15, June 25–29, July 9–13,  
July 30–Aug. 3, Aug. 6–10 $175 per week (half day), $300 a week (full day)Joyce Willett School of Dance  

Summer Camp 12687 Research Blvd. 335-0013 • www.jwsd.net Ages 4–13 June 11–Aug. 17 $185 per week, $285 (extended care)

Field trip
Wet & Wild Adventure Camp 
Balcones District Park MoPac and Duval Street (drop-off/pick-up location) 983-6100 • www.wetwildcamp.com 

Summer Camp Ages 8–15 June 4–Aug. 24 $300 per week 

Junior Camp Ages 6–8 
June 4–Aug. 24 $300 per week

General
Anderson Mill Limited District  
Day Camp 11500 El Salido Parkway 258-4104 • www.amld.org Ages 5–12 June 4–Aug. 17 $150 per week 

Teen Camp Ages 12–15 June 4–Aug. 17 $225 per week

Asian American Cultural Center  
summer camp 11713 Jollyville Road 336-5069 • www.asianamericancc.com 

Ages 5–11 June 4–Aug. 24 $260 per week

Camp Doublecreek Hill Elementary • 8601 Tallwood Drive 
Forest North Elementary • 13414 Broadmeade Ave. 

Summit Elementary • 12207 Brigadoon Lane 

Spicewood Elementary •11601 Olson Drive 

255-3661 • www.campdoublecreek.com 
Ages 4–14 May 29–until the start of school 

$295 per week

The Children’s Courtyard 
12336 N. MoPac 339-1727 • www.childrenscourtyard.com 

Ages 5–13 June 4–Aug. 17 $145 per week 
11718 Metric Blvd. 835-4969 Ages 5–12 After last day of school–first day of school 

$157 per week
4213 Spicewood Springs Road  
342-0218 Newborn–age 12 May 29–Aug. 27 $145–$273 per week

Country Home Learning Center 
13120 Research Blvd. 331-1441 • www.countryhomelearningcenter.com 

Kindergarten–age 12 June 4–Aug. 24 $188 per week 

Club Z Summer Camp 12741 N. US 183, Ste. 200 219-0700 • www.zsclubhouse.com 
Ages 5–12 May 29–Aug. 31 $135 per week

Hyde Park Baptist Church  Quarries Camp 11400 N. MoPac 241-0233 • www.hpbc.org/rec 
All sessions are grades 1–8 Basketball Camp June 11–15 • $199 Outback Outdoor Camp June 18–22 (overnight stay June 21) 

$229 includes dinner and breakfast for  
overnight stay  

Extreme Challenge Week June 25–29 • $199 Camp ROCK July 9–13 • $199 Action Adventure July 16–20 • $199 ATX Experience July 23–27 • $249 Football and Cheer Camp July 30–Aug. 3 • $199
Pickfair Community Center  
Summer Camp Community Center at Springwoods Park 

9117 Anderson Mill Road 401-8119 • www.austintexas.gov/department/ 

pickfair-community-center Ages 5–11 June 4–Aug. 10 $130 per week

Spicewood Country School and Camp 

6102 Spicewood Springs Road 
346-2992 • www.spicewoodcountry.com 
Ages 3 1/2 –10 1/2 June 4–Aug. 10, Aug. 13–17 $540 per two-week session (half day),  

$650 per two-week session (full day) 
$270 per week (only available Aug. 13–17)Stepping Stone School 459-0258 • www.steppingstoneschool.com 

(various locations in Northwest Austin) 
Ages 5–11 Dates coincides with local ISD summer breaks 

$595 per month

YMCA 
5807 McNeil Drive 335-9622 • www.austinymca.org 

All camps require $30 registration fee after April 1 

Theme Camp Ages 5–12 May 29–Aug. 24 $155 per week (members), $190 per week  

(nonmembers) 
Adventure Camp Ages 11–14 June 4–Aug. 17 $175 per week (members), $210 per week  

(nonmembers) 
Kinder Camp CrossPointe Church 5703 McNeil Drive 249-1006 • www.crosspointeaustin.org 

Ages 4–5 
May 29–Aug. 24 $155 per week (members), $190 per week  

(nonmembers) 
Sports Camp Jollyville Elementary 6720 Corpus Christi Drive 428-2200 • http://schools.roundrockisd.org/ 

jollyville 
Ages 8–12 May 29–Aug. 17 $155 per week (members), $190 per week  

(nonmembers)

Language
Austin International School  
language immersion camp 
12001 Oak Knoll Drive 331-7806 www.austininternationalschool.org 

Ages 3–12 June 11–July 20 Nonrefundable $125 deposit and  
$25 registration fee, plus $250 per  
week (full day), $180 per week (half day)

See map page 17
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stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care

Does your baby?
Backed by the largest neonatal 

intensive care service in the region, 
more moms choose St. David’s 
hospitals than any other health 

system in Central Texas. Join the 
thousands of mothers and babies 
that make us the preferred place 

to have a baby in Travis, Williamson 
and Hays counties. Make 
sure you and your baby 

have a St. David’s doctor.
 

If you need help choosing a 
physician, our free physician 

referral service can help you �nd 
an obstetrician and pediatrician in 

Travis, Williamson, and Hays 
counties to meet your family’s needs.

Visit our website at stdavids.com or 
call 512.478.DOCS (3627)

Do you have a St. David’s doctor?

ST. DAVID’S HEALTHCARE INCLUDES: 
ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S WOMEN’S CENTER OF TEXAS AT ST. DAVID’S NORTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER

ST. DAVID’S ROUND ROCK MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S  GEORGETOWN HOSPITAL, A ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER FACILITY
ST. DAVID’S SOUTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER | HEART HOSPITAL OF AUSTIN, A CAMPUS OF ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER

1038_11_OB_HC_10.75x13-HR.pdf   1   6/9/11   4:09 PM
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At Community Impact 
Newspaper, our employees 
showcase five traits: faith, 
innovation, quality, integ-
rity and passion. Innova-
tion is one quality that we 
have especially been taking 

to heart. Each year, our paper undergoes 
a redesign to keep things fresh and stay 
ahead of the competition. We also strive 
for cutting-edge technology. Our web-
site recently relaunched, making it more 
interactive and user-friendly. If you have 
not visited us online at www.impactnews.
com/northwest-austin recently, I encour-
age you to see our innovation at work. 

One company that is no stranger to 
innovation is Apple Inc. It is constantly 
ahead of the technology curve and makes 
sure every product it puts out is of the 
highest quality. On March 22, Austin City 
Council approved a deal with Apple to 

create more than 3,600 jobs in exchange 
for an $8.6 million tax rebate. The new 
campus will expand on Apple’s current 
site on Riata Vista Circle, the second of 
only two main campuses in the United 
States. Cupertino, Calif., where the com-
pany is based, is the first. One of the best 
parts of the deal is that 93 percent of the 
jobs, which will be in accounting, human 
resources and customer support, will be 
local hires. 

Our dedicated team of reporters has 
been following the story from the start, 
and the feedback from the community has 
been overwhelmingly positive. It looks 
like many Austinites are excited to have 
Apple expand in Northwest Austin.  
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We’Ve BeeN WORKING ON THe RaILROaD. 
aMONG OTHeR THINGs.

MetroRail has taken off in a big way —rail ridership more than doubled last year, with rush-hour ridership 

at capacity. And our progress continues: expect shorter travel times, more rush-hour seating, increased 

midday service, enhanced schedules, and additional weekend and evening 

event service coming soon. Find more information online at capmetro.org/progress. Dr i v in g  p ro g re s s.

METRO-0431 PROGRESS_10x3_V1.indd   2 2/23/12   2:28 PM

Housing market begins to favor 
sellers, Realtors say
www.impactnews.com

“I live in [Northwest] Austin, and I’m thrilled to see that 
SOME neighborhoods are fairing well in the real estate 
market. I am disappointed that many of my Forest North 
neighbors, however, don’t think they need to do anything 
to their homes to get good prices. Put in the few [dollars] 
needed to update/upkeep, even if you’re not selling, and 
you will boost the price of the house next door or down the 
street. Then, when you’re ready to sell, you will benefit from 
the higher prices.”

—Shelby Smith



4 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

10 Blake Holman and Kyle Ligon opened 
CrossFit City Limits at 9070 Research 
Blvd., Ste 102, in the Crossroads Center 
shopping center. The fitness club uses 
the crossfit methodology with workouts 
centered on gymnastics, power-lifting, 
Olympic weightlifting and cardio exercises. 
963-5953,  
www.crossfitcitylimits.com

Lori Griffith and Benny Closson opened 
their Northwest Austin–based business, 
We Love Moving, in January. They offer 
residential moving services for homes and 
apartments in the North Austin, Lakeway, 
Steiner Ranch, Cedar Park and Round 
Rock area. 567-2036, welovemoving.net

Owner Kristen West opened dog-walking 
business Gusto Dogs in January after 
moving to Austin from Sydney, Australia, 
where she operated a similar business 
for two years. West also provides mind-
stimulating activities like fetching and 
retrieving. For an extra charge, she will 
swim and go kayaking with the dogs. The 
average rate for a walk is $20. 940-1926, 
www.gustodogs.com

Coming Soon

11  On April 9, steak delivery business 
Texas Steak Out will open at 9003 
Waterford Centre Blvd., Ste. 180. Texas 
Steak Out delivers steaks, pork chops, 
grilled chicken and hoagies, as well as a 
variety of sides, to homes, businesses and 
events. Some dine-in seating is available. 
258-7575, www.texassteakoutonline.com

12  The third location of Tarka Indian 
Kitchen is slated to open in May at 2525 
W. Anderson Lane, Bldg. 1, Ste. 300. The 
restaurant will feature curries, kabobs and 
vegetarian options. An organic community 
garden is also planned.  
www.tarkaindiankitchen.com

13  The first Austin location of Dallas-
based chain Corner Bakery will open 
April 30 at 9761 Great Hills Trail. The 
made-to-order menu items include egg 
scramblers, oatmeal, sandwiches, soups, 
salads, pastas and fresh-baked goods such 
as cookies and pastries.  
www.cornerbakerycafe.com

14  Highlights Gametime Grill is aiming 
to break ground in May and open in 
November at The Trails at 620, a new 
commercial development on RM 620 near 
RM 2222. The family-friendly sports grill 
will have a 3,000-square-foot patio.

15  An H-E-B Plus is coming to the 
southwest corner of US 183 and Lakeline 
Boulevard. Company representatives 
said the 118,000-square-foot store would 
replace the grocery chain’s Lake Creek 
Boulevard location, 13776 N. US 183, and 
is expected to be complete this fall.  
www.heb.com

Now Open

1  On Feb. 1, Jill Ventimiglia began 
offering makeup and medical-grade spa 
treatments inside Lighten Up Hair Salon 
and Spa, 8229 Shoal Creek Blvd., Ste. 107. 
Ventimiglia is a licensed aesthetician who 
also recently launched an organic and 
vegan line of cosmetics under her Just Jill 
Cosmetics brand. 818-606-7788,  
www.justjillcosmetics.com

2  Central Donut opened Jan. 20 at 8516 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 105. The shop 
sells donuts, kolaches, breakfast croissants 
and breakfast tacos as well as coffee, 
cappuccino, milk, juice and soft drinks. 
Central Donut is open Mon.–Thu. from  
5 a.m. to noon and Fri.–Sun. from 5 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Owner Cameron Heng also owns 
the Round Rock location. 249-0932

3  Full-service research firm 
Reconnaissance Market Research 
launched Jan. 3. The firm offers 
consultation in market research for 
large businesses headquartered in Texas. 
Services include consumer and business 
interviewing, focus groups and surveys. 

ReconMR is using Link Coworking, 2700 
W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 205, as its home 
base but is seeking office space in North 
Austin. 877-732-6667, www.reconmr.com

4  Rack Boys opened inside Austin Canoe 
and Kayak’s storefront at 9705 Burnet 
Road, Ste. 102, in mid-February. Rack Boys 
launched in 2009 as a website and offers 
vehicle racks for bikes, canoes, kayaks and 
snow sports as well as installation services. 
Brothers Peter and Steve Messana and 
Chris Hackerd are the owners.  
866-208-7074, www.rackboys.com

5  Cover 2 opened March 12 at 13701 
Research Blvd. The 5,500-square-foot 
restaurant is run by Matt Dodson and 
Doug Young, who also own Cover 3, 
located at 2700 W. Anderson Lane,  
Ste. 202. Cover 2 serves wings, flatbread 
sandwiches and burgers and has 25 beers 
on tap. 506-9935, www.cover-2.com

6  Massage therapist Reena Kaven opened 
Plum Massage Therapy on March 15 
at 11673 Jollyville Road, Ste. 201, where 
she provides relaxation, deep tissue and 
pregnancy massage services. She also 

runs Little Plum Blossoms, providing 
instruction to parents and caregivers on 
how to massage their children.  
772-1710, www.plumtherapy.com,  
www.austininfantmassage.com

7  Soccer City opened Feb. 25 in the 
recently shuttered Soccer USA store at 
13359 US 183, Ste. 402. Soccer City is a 
soccer specialty store that sells soccer balls, 
cleats, shin guards and team uniforms as 
well as other soccer merchandise. 257-8560

8  Prosthodontist Ernesto Carmona Jr. 
opened Austin Prosthodontics, 10125-A 
Lake Creek Parkway, on Feb. 9. He is a 
specialist in dental implants and dentures 
and offers comprehensive dental work, 
including crowns and bridges, as well as 
complete oral rehab. 250-9444,  
www.austinprostheticdental.com

9  Stylists Melissa Hall and Jess Ziegler 
opened Total Expressions Salon in 
January at 11416 N. RR 620, Ste. H. 
The salon specializes in precision cuts, 
dimensional color, Brazilian blowouts, 
Keratin treatments and airbrush makeup. 
535-3388, www.totalxpressions.com
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Expansion

16  Capital OB/GYN Associates of Texas 
recently doubled the size of its office at 
12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 325, and is in the 
process of renovating the space.  
Dr. Jennifer Mushtaler founded the 
practice  and recently added Dr. Catherine 
Browne as a physician. 836-2536,  
www.capobgyn.com

Relocations

17  On March 1, Austin Urology 
Institute relocated to the newly 
completed Plaza North building at 12319 
N. MoPac from 12201 Renfert Way,  
Ste. 300. Austin Urology was founded in 
2010 by Drs. Koushik Shaw and George 
Shashoua. 894-8888,  
www.austinurologyinstitute.com

18  Make It Sweet, formerly All in One 
Bake Shop, relocated March 5 to 9070 
Research Blvd., Ste. 203, in the Crossroads 
Crossing shopping center, from 8566 
Research Blvd. The shop sells baking 
supplies for home and professional bakers, 
and provides baking classes. Randy and 
Jennifer Bartos are the owners. 371-3401, 
www.makeitsweet.com

Under New Ownership

19  MT Parmer Lane Plaza LLC sold 
Parmer Lane Plaza, 12400 N. I-35, on  
Feb. 29 to a private investor. The offer 
price was $3.1 million, but the final sale 
price was not released. The 9,750-square-
foot retail and medical plaza is home to 
Einstein Bros. Bagels, The Juice Spot, 
Austin Orthodontic Specialists and Tech 
Ridge Dental. The center was built in 2007.

Name Change

Beth and Tom Manion renamed their 
franchise location of Floor Coverings 
International to Door to Door Flooring. 
They bought the business and changed the 
name in January. Door to Door is a home-
based business in the Northwest Austin 
area and provide in-home estimates, 

samples and installations for hardwood, 
tile and carpet. They have served the 
Austin area since 1994. 335-5588,  
www.doortodoorflooring.com

20 Bob Joe, O.D. and Associates is now 
Austin Optometry Group, and Dr. Neng 
Chhean has joined Dr. Joe as a partner. 
The practice is located at 8105 Shoal 
Creek Blvd., Ste. A., and provides general 
optometry services, glasses, contact lenses 
and laser vision correction. In May, Austin 
Optometry is expanding its Friday hours 
to 8 a.m.–5 p.m. and adding Saturday 
hours from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 454-4641,  
www.austinoptometrygrp.com

Anniversary

21  Kim Laudenheimer Lindauer 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of her 
business, Champions Academy—Kim’s 
Gym, on March 25. The gym is located 
on the Jewish Community Campus, 7300 
Hart Lane. Lindauer offers recreational 
classes for children in gymnastics, 
noncompetitive cheer and yoga as well 
as classes that cater to children with 
disabilities. 826-8015, www.kimsgym.com

Closings

22 Terra Burger, 10611 Research Blvd., 
closed its doors Feb. 12. Owner Michael 
Ludlow said the location did not work out. 
Terra Burger had been opened for about 
two-and-a-half years.

23 Ryan’s, a buffet-style restaurant, has 
closed its only Austin,  which was located 
at 1813 W. Parmer Lane.

24 Old School Grill closed in February 
at 6301 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 601, in the 
Parmer McNeil Plaza. The restaurant had 
opened in July 2011, and the owners still 
operate Old School Bar & Grill, 401 E. 
Sixth St., which opened in October 2011.

25 Woody’s Good Times Tavern at 11150 
Research Blvd. recently closed. The bar and 
restaurant opened in September.

Kim Laudenheimer Lindauer celebrates 10 years of owning Champions Academy—Kim’s Gym where 
she works with children like Emme Shade-Shell. The gym is located inside the Jewish Community Center.

21

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

After outgrowing their previous location, owners 
Randy and Jennifer Bartos relocated their baking 
supply store Make It Sweet in early March.

Melissa Hall and Jess Ziegler opened Total Ex-
pressions Salon on N. RR 620 and offer precision 
cuts, Brazilian blowouts and airbrush makeup.

189

Located inside Austin Canoe and Kayak, Rack 
Boys sells sports racks for vehicles and provides 
installation service.
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Offering donuts, kolaches and breakfast tacos, 
Central Donut opened in January on Anderson Mill 
Road. 
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Worth the drive

26 Live Fire! cook out
Local nonprofit the Austin Food & Wine 
Alliance presents a fundraiser featuring a 
grilling competition, live music and craft beer. 
Participating chefs include Aaron Franklin, 
co-owner of Franklin Barbecue; Ned Elliott, 
co-owner of Foreign & domestic; and Andrew 
Wiseheart, owner of Contigo. Tickets can be 
purchased online. 6:30–9 p.m. $75. Salt Lick 
BBQ Pavillion,18300 FM 1826, driftwood. 
348-6847. www.austinfoodwinealliance.org

April 7
By Sara Behunek

For the 10th consecutive year, Boy Scout Troop 164 hosts a pancake breakfast and Easter 
egg hunt at the Rattan Creek Community Center, 77617 Elkhorn Mountain Trail.

Adult plates, with three pancakes and five sausages, are available for $4, and children’s 
plates, with up to two pancakes and three or so sausages, are available for $3. A family-size 
portion is $14. 

The egg hunt for children age 4 and younger begins at 9:30 a.m. Children ages 7–10 begin at 
10:30 a.m. and children ages 4–6 start at 10:45 a.m. For more information, call 257-1255 or 
visit www.northaustinmud1.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=6.
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Boy Scouts Josh Frazor (left) and Gabe Shreve, from Troop 164, make pancakes at the 2008 Easter 
egg hunt and pancake breakfast. 

Easter egg hunt and pancake breakfast

3 ‘The First Picture Shows’ exhibit 
opening reception
The Austin History Center Association hosts 
an opening reception for the Austin History 
Center’s new exhibit, “The First Picture 
Shows: Historic Austin Movie Houses.” 
6:30 p.m. Free. Austin History Center, 810 
Guadalupe St. 974-7480.  
www.austinhistorycenter.com

4 Bunny Trail
designed for children ages 2–5, the Northwest 
Recreation Center hosts an egg hunt, crafts 
and pictures with the Easter Bunny.  
10:30 a.m. (event), 11:30 a.m. (hunt). $2.50 
(per child). 2913 Northland drive. 974-6972. 
www.austintexas.gov/department/northwest-
recreation-center

7 Piano recital
The International Studio of Music hosts 
a piano recital at which students perform 
traditional and classical music. The event is 
open to the public. 4 p.m. Free. Steinway 
Piano Gallery Austin, 12980 Research Blvd. 
258-6100. http://yrose.us/wp/piano.htm

12–14 Texas Burlesque Festival
The three-day event celebrates the revival 
of burlesque and vaudeville with parties, 
performances, roundtable sessions and 
workshops. Feature performers include Kitten 
deVille, Ray Gunn of the Stage door Johnnies, 
Kristina Nekyia and more. Ticket prices 
increase by $5 at the door. A full schedule 
is available online. $20 (Thursday advance 
purchase), $30 (Fri.–Sat. advance purchase). 
The Marchesa Hall & Theatre, 6226 Middle 
Fiskville Road. 461-2355.  
www.texasburlesquefestival.com

14 Pet parenting workshop
designed by the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the 
workshop is interactive and appropriate for all 
ages. 12:30 p.m. Free. Austin Public Library 
North Village Branch, 2505 Steck Ave.  
974-9960. http://library.austintexas.gov/

16 Home composting class
Austin Resource Recovery, the city’s waste 
management department, provides a free 
composting class for people who want to 
start a composting program at home. Austin 
Resource Recovery curbside customers who 

complete the class, downsize to a 32-gallon 
trash cart and purchase a home composting 
system are eligible for a rebate of 75 percent 
off up to $75 for the cost of their new home-
composting system. Sign up for the class 
online. 6:30–7:30 p.m. Free. Austin Public 
Library Spicewood Springs Branch, 8637 
Spicewood Springs Road. 974-6383.  
www.austinrecycles.com

18 Austin City Council candidate forum
The Gracywoods Neighborhood Association 
and the North Austin Coalition of 
Neighborhoods host a candidate forum for City 
Council candidates. Participants include Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell and challenger Brigid Shea.  
7 p.m. Free. St. Albert Catholic Church, 12041 
Bittern Hollow. www.lovenorthaustin.com

21–May 1 Texas Community Music 
Festival
The nearly two-week-long Texas Community 
Music Festival begins with the founding 
organizer and promoter, the Austin Civic Wind 
Ensemble, which performs at Central Market’s 
north location. A full list of performers, times 
and locations is available online. 11 a.m. Free. 
4001 N. Lamar Blvd. www.tcmfestival.com

 

March

30–31 ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
presented by Austin City ballet
Austin City Ballet, composed of dancers 
ages 8–18, performs the classic tale by 
Shakespeare set in a magical forest as well 
as two other pieces, “Game-Set-Match” and 
“Romero and Juliana.” 7:30 p.m. $15 (adults), 
$10 (ages 3–12). The dougherty Arts Center 
Theatre, 1110 Barton Springs Road.  
496-5937. www.austin-conservatory-arts.com

30–31 ‘All in the Timing’ one-act plays
A cast of 10 Concordia University 
Texas students and guest artist James Burke   
perform playwright david Ives’ collection of 
one-act plays, written between 1987 and 
1993. 7:30 p.m. $7 (advance), $10 (door), $5 
(Concordia students, faculty, staff). Black Box 
Theatre, 11400 Concordia University drive, 
Bldg. B. 313-7529. www.concordia.edu

31 Push-Pull competition
Big Tex Gym hosts a bench-press and dead-
lift competition that adheres to power-lifting 
rules and weight classes. All proceeds go to 
Texas Firewalkers, which provides assistance 
to families that have experienced total loss 
from residential fires. A raffle drawing and 
snacks are provided during an hour-long lunch 
intermission. Register in person up to the day 
of the competition. 11 a.m. $5. Big Tex Gym, 
1921 Cedar Bend drive, Ste. A130. 525-1690. 
www.bigtexgym.com

April
2 Job seminar
digYourWork Inc. hosts a free full-day seminar 
to help job seekers overcome fears, articulate 
value and get a job faster. Topics include 
resume writing, identifying ideal jobs and 
industries, and tapping into job markets not 
posted to the public. Attendees may pack a 
lunch or purchase pizza on-site for $6. RSVP at 
digyourwork@yahoo.com. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. 
Hill Country Bible Church, 12124 RR 620.  
331-5050. www.hcbc.com/job-seekers

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/northwest-austin

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro-calendar

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Online Calendar
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• Kitchens & Bathrooms      
• Whole house remodels  
• Fire/Flood/Hail Damage Repair

• Additions
• Decks & Pergolas
• Floor Plan Layout Remodeling

512-538-1962 
www.TopNotchRenovations.com

Certifi ed Remodeler    Design/Build    Insured

ONE HOUR FREE 
Design Consultation $150 value  

With signed contract over $5,000.00. Exp. 4/29/12.

ONE ROOM OR THE WHOLE HOUSE
• Roofi ng/Siding
• Light Commercial

Recent highlights

Queta Ming (left) and Flavio Chacon dish up servings of seafood gumbo and crawfish etouffee at the March 
24 fundraiser for Cajun restaurant Mama Nola’s, formerly Sambets, which burned in a Thanksgiving Day fire.

Will Helton, Firestone district manager in Austin, celebrates the opening of the newest location at the Arbor 
Walk, 10515 N. MoPac, Ste. P, on March 2 with wife, Bernadette, and sons Jimmy and Jaxon (standing).

Marie Neal, president of South University’s Austin campus, holds the scissors at the March 5 ribbon 
cutting at the 7700 W. Parmer Lane campus. State Rep. Larry Gonzales, to Neal’s right, assists her.

(From left) Owner Alissa Bayer and employees Suzanne Evans, Rebekah Soucy and Chase Alexander 
invited clients to the grand opening of SALON by milk + honey, 9722 Great Hills Trail, on Feb. 23.

(From left) David Wallace, Baylor Executive MBA Austin program director, Gary Carini, associate dean 
for graduate business programs, and Terry Maness, dean of Baylor’s business school, celebrated the 
grand opening of the campus’ new location at 3107 Oak Creek Drive, Ste. 240, on Feb. 28. 
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You wish your
health care
was this good.

DR. JOHN FAUGHT 
WELCOMES YOU TO THIS NEW 
STATE OF THE ART FACILITY.

3801 N Capital of TX Hwy, Austin  512.765.9009  firehouseaustin.com

Westlake Dr.

1
360 2222

Lake Austin
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NEWS REPORT

By Sara Behunek
City of Austin staff have identified  

$1.5 billion in capital improvement 
projects, or enhancements to roads and 
buildings, and now it is up to a 15-member 
citizen task force to parse through and pri-
oritize the projects for a bond package that 
could go before voters in November. 

Projects in Northwest Austin that 
ranked high based on a scoring matrix 
used by city staff include renovations 
to the Milwood Branch Library and 
corridor improvements to Burnet Road, 
North Lamar Boulevard and Airport 
Boulevard. The Bond Election Advisory 
Task Force is using the city-appropriated 
score to inform the selection process, but 
it is not the only factor, Capital Planning 
Officer Mike Trimble said. 

The task force has also been instructed 
to choose projects based on greatest need, 
timing and those that further the vision set 
out in the city’s new comprehensive plan, 
Imagine Austin, which is still in the works 
but will likely go before City Council for 
approval in spring. 

Members of the task force were recently 

City pinpoints $1.5B in improvements
Bond task force to sort through, identify priority projects 

assigned to committees—transportation 
and mobility and affordable housing, 
among others—and are going to come up 
with packages worth $400 million, $300 
million and $200 million, Trimble said.

The size of the bond package, as well 
as other projects in need of funding 
that council is considering placing on 
the November ballot, such as an urban 
rail network for downtown Austin, will 
determine the increase to property taxes. 
According to Capital Planning Office staff, 
a $500 million bond package would result 
in a 1 cent increase to property taxes in the 
2014 and 2015 fiscal years.

The Capital Planning Office will 
host a community workshop March 31 
at Anderson High School, 8403 Mesa 
Drive, from 2–4 p.m. where residents 
may provide input on which projects 
should be included.

The task force is expected to present  the 
packages to Austin City Council in May. 
A full list of projects can be downloaded at 
www.austintexas.gov/bonddevelopment.

Comment at impactnews.com
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Proposed citywide projects

Proposed projects in Northwest Austin

These initiatives affect residents in all areas of Austin

Source: City of Austin

Austin Transportation Department

Arterial congestion and crash risk mitigation through technology and physical modification of existing roadways 
and intersections, City of Austin-TxDOT partnership projects, I-35 improvements and traffic-calming program

Parks and recreation

Building renovations; improvements to park roads and lots; trail development and repair; multimodal opportuni-
ties; general park improvements and renovations; maintenance of greenbelts and preserves; land acquisitions; 
recreational facility improvements; and sustainability improvements including community gardens, urban 
agriculture and recycling

Public Works

Bridge rehabilitation; new lane striping, bike stencils and signs for city bikeways; improvements to sidewalks, 
ramps, curbs and gutters in line with the city’s sidewalks master plan; street reconstruction program that 
addresses a complete street concept; bike master plan–supported projects; and open space acquisition

Austin Fire Department

Fire stations driveway replacements

Austin Police Department

Hangar and maintenance space for air operations unit

General Facilities

911 dispatch center expansion at the Combined Trans-
portation, Emergency and Communications Center

Economic growth and  
redevelopment services

Small-business development program facility

Planning and development review

Design and construct sidewalks as identified through the 
neighborhood planning process

Neighborhood housing and  
community development

Creation of housing affordability program

Milwood Branch  
Library renovation

Intersection  
reconfiguration

Burnet Road  
corridor study

Airport Boulevard 
corridor improvements

183

290

2222

360

35

MoPac

R
eese Ln.

Cullen   Ave.

Walnut Creek Park 
maintenance facility  
renovation

One of six women’s 
locker room additions 
at fire stations

Grover 
Ave.

Streetscape, roadway 
improvements

Streetscape, roadway 
improvements

North Lamar Boulevard 
corridor improvements

$1.1M

$2.1M

$4.7M

$1.2M

$1.7M

$24.8M

$34.6M

$27.5M $13.7M

(for six)

$2.6M

$74M

$2M
$102.6M

$3.1M

$75M
$13.5M

$95.3M

$197M

Railroad grade  
separations $16M

Austin & Bytes
For All Your Computer Service & Repair Needs!

512-553-6086 • www.APandB.com

» Desktop and laptop repair
» Custom built PC’s
» Networking
» Spyware and virus removal
» Data-backup
» Upgrades & Set-up

Available
7 Days/Week!

Call for availability.
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NEWS REPORT

By Mitzie Stelte
After years of debate, Austin City 

Council unanimously passed on March 1 
a ban on single-use bags that covers both 
paper and plastic bags. 

The ban will begin in March 2013 and is 
one of the broadest in the country to out-
law single-use bags, though retail checkout 
counter bags are not banned entirely. 

Once the ban goes into effect, customers 
will be allowed reusable bags from home 
or purchasable plastic bags that are at 
least four millimeters thick with handles, 
paper bags made of recycled content with 
handles as well as other types of reusable 
bags at prices set by the retailer.

There are a few exceptions to the ban, 
such as plastic bags used at dry cleaners, 
paper bags used in restaurants and dispos-
able bags provided by local food banks.

Robin Scheider of the Texas Campaign 
for the Environment said this was the 
appropriate time to finally vote for a 
scheduled ban.

“This is a huge step to clean up our com-
munities across the planet,” she said.

Council members made some modi-
fications to the proposal before passage, 
including the elimination of a transaction 
fee for disposable bags and a one-year 
transitional period.

Members also added an education cam-
paign on the new ban that is estimated to 
cost between $1.5 million and $2 million, 
according to Austin Resource Recovery 
Director Bob Gedert. 

This is not the first time the city officials 
have taken steps to reduce single-use bags. 
In 2007, City Council ordered an evalu-
ation on strategies for limiting the use of 
non-compostable plastic bags and promot-
ing reusable ones.

In 2008, a voluntary initiative was insti-
tuted to cut the number of plastic bags that 
flowed into the waste stream by 50 percent, 
but the effort fell short.

“As we have seen over that four years, 
you kind of go back to old habits,” Coun-
cilman Mike Martinez stated last summer 
as ban efforts were revitalized. “We believe 

City officials approve 2013 bag ban
now it is time to move forward.”

According to Mayor Lee Leffingwell, 
Austin residents use about 263 million 
plastic bags every year, forcing the city to 
pay more than $800,000 per year in pollu-
tion and litter management costs.

“Single-use bags are both harmful to 
our environment and to our economy,” 
Leffingwell said. “The bags litter our riv-
ers and streams. They are harmful to our 
wildlife—and because most of them aren’t 
biodegradable—they are around forever.”

Several members of the public weighed 
in at stakeholder meetings and pub-
lic hearings between August 2011 and 
March 1 when a vote was taken, includ-
ing many opponents.

Ronnie Volkening of the Texas Retail-
ers Association expressed concern about a 
lack of emphasis on recycling. A complete 
ban sends the message that “no collabora-
tive action on be taken to divert these bags 
from landfills,” he stated.

Mark Daniels of Hilex Poly, a national 
manufacturer and recycler of plastic bags, 
pointed to the potential effect the band 
would have on low-income families.

“I believe most families would agree 
that they would much rather purchase 
their food than bags to take them home 
in,” he said.

Supporters of the ban, such Kimberly 
Flores, were also vocal. Flores said her 
grandfather was one of the engineers who 
developed plastic bags in the 1970s at a time 
when an effort was being made to reduce 
the number of trees cut for paper bags.

“Four generations later, my son is say-
ing that it is really sad to see a plastic bag 
around a baby turtle’s neck,” Flores said. 
“I have an inherited responsibility. What 
my grandfather created, I would love to go 
full-circle and put an end to it.”

Councilman Chris Riley said cities such 
as San Francisco; Washington, D.C.; Port-
land, Ore.; and Brownsville have enacted 
plastic bag bans that were not as controver-
sial as people might think.

“Habits are changing and families are 
adapting all across the country,” Riley said.

For more information, visit 
austintexas.gov/department/austin-resource-recovery

Bag Ban
Effective March 1, 2013

Austin City Council passed a single-use bag 
ban March 1, though retail checkout counter 

bags are not banned entirely. Certain restrictions 
apply, including bag type, weight and content. 

There are also specified exemptions. 

Permitted bags

Reusable 
bags from 
home 

No cost

Paper bag  
made of  
recycled content 
with handles

Retailer sets price 

Purchasable 
reusable bag 
from retailer 

Retailer  
sets price

Plastic bag
4 mm. thick

with handles 

Retailer sets price

Bag exemptions

Dry 
cleaners

Restaurants

(paper bags only)

Newspapers

Packages of 
multiple bags 

For use as garbage, 
pet waste or yard waste

Bags used to  
contain or wrap

Bulk items such as  
produce, nuts, grains, candy 

or small hardware items

Frozen foods, meat or fish

Flowers or potted plants 

Unwrapped prepared foods 
or bakery goods

Pharmacies, 
veterinarians

(paper bags only)

7200 North MoPac Expressway

Suite #307 • Austin, TX 78731

512-436-4933  |  www.carolynhydemd.com

Darryl B. Thomas, MD, Orthopaedic Surgeon, Fellowship-trained 
Sports Medicine Specialist, has recently left Scott & White 
Healthcare - Round Rock to join the private orthopaedic practice 
of Carolyn M. Hyde, MD, PA, effective March 1st, 2012. 

Serving as a college and high school team physician, Dr. Thomas specializes in the care of athletic injuries 
at any age including knee cartilage restoration, meniscus repair & transplantation, ligament reconstruction, 
shoulder stabilization, and all-arthroscopic rotator cuff repair.  He also performs joint-sparing surgery of the 
knee and shoulder including re-alignment osteotomies, limited, partial, and complete joint replacements.  

He accepts all major insurance plans including Medicare and Tricare.
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News Updates

In previous issues or online, we reported on the following stories.  
Here is an update on what has happened since then. 

Balcones Country Club on course  
to reopen Spicewood golf play

The Balcones Country Club, faced 
last year with having to permanently 
shut down its Spicewood Golf Course, 
has gained nearly 200 new members 
since launching a membership drive in 
September.

“Things are progressing extremely well,” 
club manager Phil Stika said. 

Still, the 50-year-old club needs about 
200 more members until it would have 
the funds to reopen and maintain the 
Spicewood course, which snakes through 
several neighborhoods on the west side of 
US 183 between Spicewood Springs Road 
and Anderson Mill Road. 

Environmental training school to open in former Chaparral Ice Center

EcoTech Institute, a school for environ-
mental training in electrical, solar and 
wind programs, is renovating the former 
Chaparral Ice Center at 14200 N. I-35 for 
its newest location.

In addition to providing instruction on 

renewable energy, the building will satisfy 
much of its own energy needs through 
solar panels, solar trees (steel poles topped 
with solar panels) and wind turbines, said 
Robbie Cather, senior project manager at 
Stewart Perry, the construction company 
overseeing the renovation. 

Demolition crews tore down 40 percent 
of the building, or about 30,000 square 
feet. The remaining 40,000 square feet 
have been gutted and will be turned into 
20 classrooms with six labs.

Construction is scheduled to be 
finished in July. EcoTech is owned and 
operated by Education Corporation of 
America, the same operator of Virginia 
College.

The new Lone Star Court hotel will join the 
Westin Hotel and Aloft Austin, bringing the total 
number of rooms at The Domain to 604.
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A rendering of the EcoTech Institute depicts the 
wind turbines that will help power the facility.
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Newest Domain hotel 
breaks ground

The Valencia Group broke ground in 
March on Lone Star Court, an upscale 
hotel with a retro and Texas Hill 
Country feel. Planned for the corner 
of Domain Drive and Amy Donovan 
Plaza, the hotel will have 123 rooms with 
high-tech amenities as well as a wading 
pool, restaurant and bar. Construction is 
expected to be complete in early 2013.

The Valencia Group, a Houston-based 
company known for its Hotel Valencias 
in San Antonio, created the concept for 
the hotel, and the company intends to 
replicate the concept in several other 
locations.

“Lone Star Court in Austin will be 
the flagship of what will eventually be a 
series of court concept hotels across the 
southeastern United States,” Valencia 
Group President Doyle Graham Jr. said 
in a news release. “Each of the court 
concept hotels will capture the essence of 

the cities where they are located.”
The hotel will be reminiscent of mid-

1940s roadside motor courts. RTKL 
Associates in Dallas is the architect for 
the project.

At The Domain, Lone Star Court will 
join the Westin Hotel and Aloft Austin, 
bringing the total number of hotel rooms 
to 604. Other construction projects 
under way at The Domain include a 
Whole Foods Market, a two-phase resi-
dential project and a 9-acre park.

Compiled by Amy Denney and Sara Behunek

The membership drive aims to increase 
dues collected by the club from $120,000 
to $190,000—money that would also go 
toward long-term improvements to club 
facilities, Stika said.

The club was forced to close the course 
last summer after record heat caused 
many golfers to stay indoors. 

Anderson Mill Rd. Pond Springs R
d.

Spicewood 
Springs Rd.

183Spicewood 
Golf Course

Balcones 
Golf Course

Two Convenient Locations! 
Corner of Bee Cave Rd and Westbank Dr.

3801 Bee Cave Rd S, Ste 140
 Lake Creek Square Shopping Center

12129 FM 620 North, Ste. 103

Miracle-Ear Quality For $895.
Why Wait?
Hearing is believing! Right now, for a very 
limited time, you can get a fully digital, genuine
Miracle-Ear® hearing aid for less than $900. This
is one of our smallest, most discreet hearing 
solutions. Complete with Miracle-Ear sound
quality, custom fitting and a comprehensive 
service and warranty program. Don’t wait, this
special offer ends 04/30/2012!

Experience America Trusts.
At Miracle-Ear, we’ve been helping people hear 
better** for over 60 years. So when you visit any
one of our 1200 locations across America, you’re
sure to receive the friendly, professional service
and the personalized hearing solutions we’re 
famous for.

Getting Started.
It’s Free and Easy.
At Miracle-Ear, we make our process 
comfortable and convenient. We also offer you a
variety of valuable services–at no charge.

Save on one of our smallest
custom digital hearing aids!

Now Only

$895!
HURRY! Offer ends 04/30/2012

Valid on model ME200CIC

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only.
Limit one coupon per purchase. May not be
combined with other offers and does not apply
to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent.

Call Today to 
Schedule Your 

Free Hearing Screening.

512-298-3655

Our Quality is Timeless.
This Price Isn’t!

Quality Is Timeless Austin Community Ad.pdf   1   3/9/12   2:51 PM
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Dr. Daphne D. Savedra, D.C.
Chiropractor

12129 FM 620 North, Suite 430 | Austin, TX
www.careplus-chiropractic.com

MEET THE NEW 
DOCTOR IN AUSTIN

FREE 

YOU MAY HAVE ONE 
OF THESE 12 DANGER 
SIGNALS OF PINCHED 
NERVES!

1. Headaches 
2. Neck Pain
3. Shoulder Pain
4. Arthritis
5. Dizziness
6. Carpal Tunnel

FIND OUT NOW if chiropractic care can help. This FREE examination will 
include a spinal alignment check, an examination for restricted motion in 
the spine and an examination for muscle spasms and swelling, as well as a 
consultation with the doctor to discuss the results.

CALL TODAY: 

512.250.0025*Due to Federal Regulations, this does not apply to Medicare/Medicaid.

Dr. Daphne Savedra is a contributing author to 
the book, “Neck Pain, Neck Pain... Why Your 
Neck Hurts and What You Can Do About It.” 

7. Back Pain
8. Sciatica
9. Leg Pain 
10. Numb Hands
11. Bursitis
12. Muscle Spasms

© FC 2009

(NO OBLIGATION - NOTHING TO PAY!)

Spinal Screening Examination!*

YEARS

MORE THAN

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

When I was diagnosed with cancer, I chose to partner with Texas Oncology. They’re part of the largest network of cancer 

specialists, researchers and treatment centers in the country, yet they’re right here in my hometown. With support from 

my family and friends, I can fight this disease. And I’m glad Texas Oncology is on my side.

AUSTIN  •  CEDAR PARK  •  KILLEEN  •  KYLE  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

F I G H T
CANCER
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AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com

FRiDAy EvENiNg

Southbound from Leander station to downtown

Leander 5:56 6:27 7:34 8:34 9:34 10:34

Lakeline 6:11 6:42 7:47 8:47 9:47 10:47

Howard 6:24 6:55 7:57 8:57 9:57 10:57

Kramer 6:31 7:02 8:03 9:03 10:03 11:03

Crestview 6:38 7:09 8:09 9:09 10:09 11:09

Highland 6:41 7:12 8:11 9:11 10:11 11:11

MLK Jr. 6:48 7:19 8:18 9:18 10:18 11:18

Plaza Saltillo 6:55 7:26 8:24 9:24 10:24 11:24

Downtown 6:58 7:29 8:27 9:27 10:27 11:27

Expanded service schedule

Northbound from downtown to Leander station

Downtown 6:39 7:10 8:10 9:10 10:10 11:10 12:10

Plaza Saltillo 6:41 7:12 8:12 9:12 10:12 11:12 12:12

MLK Jr. 6:48 7:19 8:19 9:19 10:19 11:19 12:19

Highland 6:54 7:25 8:25 9:25 10:25 11:25 12:25

Crestview 6:56 7:27 8:27 9:27 10:27 11:27 12:27

Kramer 7:02 7:33 8:33 9:33 10:33 11:33 12:33

Howard 7:08 7:39 8:39 9:39 10:39 11:39 12:39

Lakeline 7:19 7:50 8:50 9:50 10:50 11:50 12:50

Leander 7:32 8:03 9:03 10:03 11:03 12:03 1:03

SATuRDAy AFTERNooN AND EvENiNg    

Southbound to downtown  (LEANDER STATioN iS NoT SERvED oN SATuRDAyS)

Lakeline — — 4:48 5:22 5:56 6:30 7:04 7:38 8:12 8:46 9:20 9:54 10:28 11:02

Howard — 4:27 5:01 5:35 6:09 6:43 7:17 7:51 8:25 8:59 9:33 10:07 10:41 11:15

Kramer 4:00 4:34 5:08 5:42 6:16 6:50 7:24 7:58 8:32 9:06 9:40 10:14 10:48 11:22

Crestview 4:07 4:41 5:15 5:49 6:23 6:57 7:31 8:05 8:39 9:13 9:47 10:21 10:55 11:29

Highland 4:10 4:44 5:18 5:52 6:26 7:00 7:34 8:08 8:42 9:16 9:50 10:24 10:58 11:32

MLK Jr. 4:17 4:51 5:25 5:59 6:33 7:07 7:41 8:15 8:49 9:23 9:57 10:31 11:05 11:39

Plaza Saltillo 4:24 4:58 5:32 6:06 6:40 7:14 7:48 8:22 8:56 9:30 10:04 10:38 11:12 11:46

Downtown 4:27 5:01 5:35 6:09 6:43 7:17 7:51 8:25 8:59 9:33 10:07 10:41 11:15 11:49

Northbound from downtown to Lakeline station (LEANDER STATioN iS NoT SERvED oN SATuRDAyS)

Downtown 4:41 5:15 5:49 6:23 6:57 7:31 8:05 8:39 9:13 9:47 10:21 10:55 11:29 12:03

Plaza Saltillo 4:44 5:18 5:52 6:26 7:00 7:34 8:08 8:42 9:16 9:50 10:24 10:58 11:32 12:06

MLK Jr. 4:51 5:25 5:59 6:33 7:07 7:41 8:15 8:49 9:23 9:57 10:31 11:05 11:39 12:13

Highland 4:58 5:32 6:06 6:40 7:14 7:48 8:22 8:56 9:30 10:04 10:38 11:12 11:46 12:20

Crestview 5:01 5:35 6:09 6:43 7:17 7:51 8:25 8:59 9:33 10:07 10:41 11:15 11:49 12:23

Kramer 5:08 5:42 6:16 6:50 7:24 7:58 8:32 9:06 9:40 10:14 10:48 11:22 11:56 12:30

Howard 5:15 5:49 6:23 6:57 7:31 8:05 8:39 9:13 9:47 10:21 10:55 11:29 12:03 12:37

Lakeline 5:28 6:02 6:36 7:10 7:44 8:18 8:52 9:26 10:00 10:34 11:08 11:42 12:16 12:50

TRANSPORTATION

By Macy Hurwitz 
Two years after Capital Metro’s Metro-

Rail Red Line started rolling for the first 
time, MetroRail began offering Friday 
night and Saturday service to riders 
March 23.

The Red Line officially began passen-
ger service on March 22, 2010, moving 
riders from Leander at the northern end 
to the downtown station, located at East 
Fourth and Trinity streets in Austin. The 
expanded weekend service will begin 
March 23.

Originally, the Red Line just ran dur-
ing the morning and evening rush hours 
Monday through Friday. Then, in January 
2011, MetroRail added midday service, 
which Capital Metro CEO Linda Watson 
said helps alleviate some concerns the 
agency had heard from potential riders.

“It’s a big security thing for people, just 
knowing if they had to get home in the 
middle of the day, they can. It also caters to 
the trips of the university students,” Watson 
said. 

Now, after action from the Capital 
Metro board Feb. 27 and the Austin City 
Council on March 1, the Red Line runs 
until midnight on Friday nights and offers 
service on Saturday from 4 p.m. to mid-
night, though Leander is not served on 
Saturdays. The additional trips are being 
provided through a $5.7 million interlocal 
agreement with the City of Austin.

Ridership for the Red Line averages 
1,800 boardings per day. The three stations 
with the highest ridership are Howard, 
Lakeline and Leander. Watson said part of 
that is probably because those three sta-
tions have park-and-rides, but she added 
those with the farthest to travel have the 
most to gain from riding on commuter 
lines.

MetroRail critics, especially former 
Urban Transportation Commission mem-
ber Mike Dahmus, do not think it is equi-
table that the Lakeline Station and the 
Howard station are located so close to the 

MetroRail rolls out weekend service

The Leander station is the northernmost point of the MetroRail Red Line. A one-way fare to go through all 
zones is $2.75, and a regional day pass costs $5.50. For other prices, visit www.capmetro.org.
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Austin city limit with cities that do not 
contribute sales taxes to Capital Metro. 

“These stations are right on the edge 
of the city,” Dahmus said. “Most people 
don’t backtrack very far to ride transit.”

Dahmus contends that since Cedar 
Park withdrew from Capital Metro in 
1998 and does not send any of its sales 
taxes to Capital Metro, Cedar Park resi-
dents should not have the convenience of 
Lakeline Station. Though the station is in 
Austin, it is quite close to the Cedar Park 
city limits.

Watson pointed out that passengers 
from nonmember cities who take the train 
into Austin spend money in Austin, a 
portion of whose sales tax is captured by 
Capital Metro.

“Our job is focused on mobility, and 
whether they’re visitors to the commu-
nity, they’re here for South By Southwest, 
they live in Cedar Park or some other 
nonmember community, our job is to ease 
the congestion and preserve the quality of 
life in this area, so we’ll cater to every-
body,” Watson said.

Additional reporting by Amy Denney and 
Mitzie Stelte

“I took the train downtown 
with my granddaughter. 
We saw some of the sights 
and grabbed a bite to eat. 
It was a nice ride, and I 
enjoyed it.”

—Norma Salas

“I ride it because it saves 
money on gas and saves 
time.”

—Stuart Mollenkopf

Source: Capital Metro

Added convenience for Cedar Park residents rankles some

Smiles–for–Life
Jerry Milner, DDS

Lasting Solutions
for a Healthy Smile

Lasting Solutions for a Healthy Smile

Gentle   v   Caring   v   Excellence   v   Established 1980 

11410 Jollyville Rd. Suite 3102 Austin, TX 78759 v 512-372-8484

v
v
v
v
v

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Comprehensive 

Oral Examination, 
X-rays and 

Consultation

CCCoCompmprererehhehehensnsnsiivivee
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Karavel Shoes
(Central Austin)

5525 Burnet Road
Austin, TX 78756
512-459-7603

karavelshoes.com

New Balance
Round Rock

201 University Oaks
Blvd. #790

Round Rock, TX 78665
512-610-3990

**No purchase required.

Happy 75th
Anniversary,

Karavel Shoes!
We’re celebrating our 75th with

savings and amazing giveaways
from 3/15-5/28. Save $7.50 on

every $100 spent. Plus, enter for 
giveaways. Like us on Facebook

or �ll out an entry form
in any of our 4 stores. WIN!

Gift Cards!
And more!

* Ecco & Naot not included.

*

**

Now
Open!

Now
Open!

Karavel Shoes
(South Austin)

Southpark Meadows
Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150

Austin, TX 78748
512-615-9000

New Balance
South Austin

Southpark Meadows
Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-100

Austin, TX 78748
512-615-4600

SAVE!
in all 4 of

our stores!

FourAMAZINGstores!

WIN!
Trips! Shoes!

Shopping
spree!

UNBEATABLEservice &selection!

Now Open!
400 herbs and spices ground fresh weekly

Over 140 unique hand-blended seasonings • Organics, gift sets and extracts
Locally owned business • Taste what you want, buy what you need

The Arboretum, 10000 Research Blvd., #129, Austin, TX 78759 • (512) 795-0770
Monday-Saturday: 10am-8pm, Sunday: 12pm-6pm

Bring in this ad and receive a FREE 2 oz. blend with any purchase!
Valid thru April 30, 2012. This cannot be used with any other offers and is not valid on-line.

County commissioners receive update on plans for 
future development on Airport Boulevard

On Feb. 28, City of Austin repre-
sentatives briefed the Travis County 
Commissioners Court on plans for 
Airport Boulevard corridor from 
North Lamar Boulevard to I-35.

City and county officials are ask-
ing what types of public improve-
ments and private redevelopment 
will occur along the road during 
the next 25 years and beyond. The 
current plan is to make the road 
more bike–, pedestrian– and mass 
transit–friendly.

“Our land development code 
addresses zoning districts, which 
is just a hierarchy of land uses that 
are categorized by the intensity. It 
doesn’t really give you a snapshot of 
what the community wants,” said 
Jorge Rousselin of the Planning 
and Development Review Depart-
ment. “It’s a whole listing of things 
we don’t want instead of what we 
want.”

The initiative does not take pri-
vate property by eminent domain, 

nor does it increase the road’s right 
of way. 

“As a matter of fact, it looks to 
preserve the residential character 
of those cherished neighborhoods 
that are established on both sides of 
Airport Boulevard,” he said.

Going forward, the city plans to 
hold neighborhood and business 
roundtables and meet with Aus-
tin Community College. A public 
forum will be held later this spring. 

  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council 

Nov. 3 and 10, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live 
on cable Channel 6 and webcast live 
at www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.  

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

CITY ANd COUNTY

County to participate in regional health 
care partnership

Williamson County is collaborating with 
other counties, local governments and health 
care providers to create a regional health care 
partnership.

In December, the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services approved the Texas Health-
care Transformation and Quality Improvement 
Program 1115 Waiver.

Bride Roberts, accreditation coordinator 
with the Williamson County and Cities Health 
District, said the change makes up to $29 billion 
in federal matching funds available to Texas 
over five years, compared with $15 billion 
previously. To access the funds, counties, local 
governments and health care providers have to 
organize into regional health care partnerships. 

Austin Travis County

Williamson County Meetings

The Trail of Lights Festival was canceled in 2010 
and 2011 due to lack of funding. 
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Creative jobs added $4.35 billion to economy in 2010; 
study shows sector has grown 25 percent since 2007

A city-commissioned study shows 
the creative sector accounted for just 
more than $4.35 billion in Austin’s 
economic activity in 2010, an increase 
of about one-third from 2005.

City Council received a briefing 
March 8 by Jon Hockenyos, president 
of TXP, the Austin-based economic 
analysis firm hired to conduct the 
study.

Results also show the industry, 
including music, film, gaming and 
visual arts, generated $71 million in 
city tax revenues and added almost 
49,000 jobs in 2010.

Hockenyos said the creative sector 
has grown by about 25 percent over 
the past five years and that creativity is 

Austin’s comparative advantage more 
than ever.

He said TXP recommends address-
ing branding to grow the creative sec-
tor even more.

“The [slogan] ‘The live music capital 
of the world’ has served the city well, 
but more branding needs to be done to 
show Austin has much more to offer,” 
Hockenyos said. 

As more people move to Austin, 
he said the city also needs to address 
mobility and infrastructure needs to 
ensure tourists have good experiences 
and would return.

City Council has ordered city staff 
to produce a plan to implement the 
recommendations.

Austin City Council approved a co-sponsor-
ship deal March 1 with the RunTex Founda-
tion for the Trail of Lights Festival.

The popular holiday event had been can-
celed for the last two years due to a lack of 
funding. The foundation will lead a fundrais-
ing campaign to cover all aspects of the event, 
which it estimates will cost at least $700,000.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell said Paul Carrozza of 
the RunTex Foundation approached him with 
the idea.

“We could not be more excited to be the 
team bringing it back,” Carrozza said. 

Carrozza said the goal is to raise $500,000 
within the next three months from major cor-
porations, businesses and individual donors.

The agreement calls for the reinstatement 
of all the original aspects of the festival as 
well as some additions, such as a 5K run. 
According to Carrozza, it is very important 
to ensure enough funds are raised to bring 
back the grandiosity of the festival, offer free 
admission and to put on the event at no cost 
to Austin taxpayers.

Funding for the event was cut from the 
City of Austin’s 2010–11 budget. Efforts to 
raise funds by outside organizations fell short, 
resulting in the cancelation of the festival in 
2010 and 2011. 

“He—like a lot of people—was saddened 
by the loss of the Trail of Lights due to budget 
cuts,” Leffingwell said of Carrozza. “It was 
a million-dollar item out of the Parks [and 
Recreation Department] budget, and with the 
recession, we didn’t have much choice.”

Leffingwell continued, “I know Paul pretty 
well, and if anyone can make it work, it’s him.”

Austin OKs new co-sponsor  
for Trail of Lights Festival

Compiled by Joe Olivieri and Mitzie Stelte
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POLITICS

By Mitzie Stelte
Texas’ long-awaited primary date could still be in jeop-

ardy due to controversy over the former district of U.S. 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin.

The San Antonio federal court issued an order  
March 1 setting the primary elections for May 29 and the 
runoff election date for July 31 with a reopening of candi-
date filing March 2–9.

The order was issued two days after the San Antonio 
court released interim congressional and state House maps, 
and approved the state Senate map agreed upon Feb. 15 by 
Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott and state Sen. Wendy 
Davis, D-Fort Worth. Failure to reach agreements on all 
redistricting maps by mid-February pushed back the April 
primary to May 29.

The interim maps resemble the Feb. 6 compromise plan 
between Abbott and the Texas Latino Redistricting Task 
Force though the compromise had been quickly rejected 
by the San Antonio court, as it lacked support from several 
minority advocacy groups.

As in Abbott’s plan, the court-ordered congressional 
map would make half of Texas’ four new congressional 
seats Hispanic-controlled, including the newly created 
District 35, the former district of Doggett spanning from 
Austin to San Antonio.

Furthermore, the map resembles the original one drawn 

Controversy surrounding Rep. Doggett’s district could delay state primary

Redistricting maps: Central Texas 

The San Antonio federal court released the interim Congressional 
map Feb. 28 dividing Travis County into five districts.

The San Antonio federal court released the interim state House map 
Feb. 28, preserving many of Travis and Williamson counties’ districts 
drawn in the original map from the state Legislature.

The San Antonio federal court approved the interim state Senate map 
Feb. 28, which was agreed upon Feb. 15 by Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott and state Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth.

by the Republican-led Legislature that divided Travis 
County into five districts, cutting at Doggett’s support 
base by reconfiguring his current district, District 25, and 
creating District 35 out of his former one. After the release 
of the San Antonio maps, Doggett stated he would run in 
District 35.

But most minority groups maintain District 25 is a 
coalition district and, therefore, protected under the Vot-
ing Rights Act. Margaret Moran, League of United Latin 
American Citizens national president, issued a statement 
March 1 expressing concern over the maps, including the 
changes in Travis County.

“Obviously the interim maps need more work. We 
hope that the D.C. court will deny Texas preclearance,” 
Moran said. “LULAC will continue to fight for a redis-
tricting map that fully reflects the growth of the Texas 
Latino population.”

A U.S. federal court in Washington, D.C.—charged with 
approving the maps—requested information from TLRTF, 
which has claimed that “Anglo voters dominate the Demo-
cratic primary” in District 25, so protection is not required. 
The court began review of that information March 13.

According to Steve Bickerstaff, adjunct law professor 
at The University of Texas School of Law, the primary 
would be delayed if the D.C. court agrees District 25 needs 
protection, but the procedure does not allow enough time 

Source: Texas Legislative Council

to make changes by March 31, the deadline to have maps in 
place to uphold the May 29 date.

However, Bickerstaff said there are several scenarios 
that would avoid delay. He said the D.C. court could rule 
no changes are needed, or if it opts for changes, the U.S. 
Supreme Court could become involved.

“If the D.C. court concludes that CD 25 is protected, I 
think the state would seek a stay from the Supreme Court 
to leave the plan in place,” Bickerstaff said.

A third possibility, which he believes may be most likely 
in the event the D.C. court has objections, would be the San 
Antonio court deciding the district dispute is too disrup-
tive to the 2012 elections.

“The San Antonio court might plead it will make the 
changes in some time frame, but not necessarily for this 
election,” he explained.

Lawsuits have halted the enactment of the state Legisla-
ture’s maps—which were not precleared by the federal gov-
ernment—originally delaying the primaries from March 6 
to April 3. The U.S. Supreme Court rejected maps in Janu-
ary drawn by the San Antonio court, instructing them to 
redraw the maps to more closely resemble the state’s plan.
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For continuing Community Impact Newspaper  
coverage of redistricting, visit impactnews.com

U.S. Congressional map Texas State House of Representatives map Texas State Senate map

Wet and Wild Week : Jolleyville Fire Dept 

visited for some wet and wild fun!

Sign up today!

For ages 12 to 15. Teen Camp is from 9am until 5pm Monday through Friday. 
This is a mobile camp that will be traveling 4 days per week. Each week will 
have a major trip to exciting locations including Schlitterbahn water park, the 
San Antonio Zoo, Six Flags and many more! 
Space is limited to 13 campers! Cost: $225 per week

Please call 512-258-4104 for more information 
or visit our website www.amld.org.
 
Anderson Mill Community Center is located at 
11500 El Salido Parkway, Austin, TX 78750.The Teen Camp - NEW THIS YEAR The Splish Splash Day Camp

While school is out 
join the Anderson Mill Day Camp 
and Teen Camp staff. Our entire staff 
is returning for another summer!

For ages 5 to 12 and is Monday through Friday. 
Drop off begins at 7:30am, camper must be picked up by 6pm. 
Space is limited for the day camp to 50 campers! 
Cost: $150 per week, swim lessons are included in the price!
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15% OFF  
Any Cosmetic Procedure 
when you bring in this ad  
     March 30 - April 26, 2012

(If medically indicated. Not to be combined  
with any other offers or discounts.)

Beauty
WeSee

Michael Coverman, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Allison Martin, PA-C   
Christi Gonzales, Licensed Aesthetician                                                             

Tammy Hunt, Licensed Aesthetician

345.9411 • laserskin.com

Trust. Experience.™
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Riata Trace Pkwy.

Parmer Ln.

Apple locates its operation in Austin,” said 
Gary Farmer, chair of the Greater Austin 
Economic Development Corporation.

With City Council approving its incen-
tive deal, Apple is eligible to receive a  
$21 million state investment over 10 years. 
That money would come from the Texas 
Enterprise Fund, which is used to attract 
businesses to the state. As part of the 
arrangement, Apple must agree, as it did 
with the city, to maintain its 3,100 exist-
ing employees at the Riata Vista campus, 
which the company moved to in 2004. 

At the county level, Travis County 
Judge Samuel Biscoe said March 23 that 
the county is prepared to offer an 80 per-
cent rebate on new real property taxes for  
10 years. He said this amounts to about 
$19 million, but the county will still net 
about $5.4 million. County commission-
ers met to discuss and vote on the deal 
March 27, after Community Impact News-
paper went to press. 

“We’ve had about three conversations 
before, and I think the majority of the 
court is supportive,” Biscoe said, adding 
the county has known about the Apple 
deal since January.

Apple’s expansion
The company’s new building will be con-

structed in two phases. The first phase will 
add 200,000 square feet of real property 

and 650 employees, and it must be com-
pleted by Dec. 31, 2015. Apple would be 
eligible for its tax rebates one year after 
receiving its certificate of occupancy.

The remaining $226 million investment 
would be 800,000 square feet, which will 
have to be completed by Dec. 31, 2021, 
and will accommodate the remaining 
2,985 employees.

Michael Foulkes, Apple’s director for 
state and local government compliance, 
said this would be the first new facility 
Apple will build outside of California, 
but the company has projects around the 
country.

At the urgence of members of the 
Austin-based Workers Defense Project 
and area construction workers, coun-
cil amended the agreement to include a 
requirement that Apple comply with all 
state and federal laws on construction, 
safety and minimum wage and that the 
company work with the Workers Defense 
Project in an effort to meet the obligation.

Benefit to the community
Once Apple begins hiring, the city will 

start to see the benefits roll in around 
2016, city staff say. 

At Apple’s other sites, Foulkes said indi-
rect benefits include smaller businesses 
such as restaurants, dry cleaning and 
hotels opening near the new campus to 
offer services to employees.

“Our people work hard at the company,” 
he said. “They tend to spend a lot of their 

time on goods and services near where 
they work. They’ll be doing a lot of things 
locally.”

Even the housing market will see the 
effects of employees having higher-paid 
jobs and being able to afford to buy a 
house near their work. Chad Proctor with 
Realty Austin said it could take six months 
to a year after the new hires before those 
real estate benefits emerge.

“It will increase sales,” he said. “You’ll 
have more folks and the same supply, and 
there will be an increase in demand.”

Proctor said neighborhoods in close 
proximity to the new property, such as 
the Angus Valley neighborhood located 
between Duval Road and Parmer Lane, 

would see a boost in interest as new Apple 
hires will probably want to live close to 
work.

Even with a potential increase in resi-
dents, Angus Valley resident Karol, who 
asked Community Impact Newspaper not 
to print her last name, said she does not 
see any negatives with Apple’s expansion. 
Because the neighborhood does not allow 
traffic to cut through to Parmer, she said 
they would not have issues with any added 
traffic.

“Plus, it’s a good company,” she said. 
“People don’t like change, but this is a 
good change.”

Apple
Continued from | 1
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McNeil dr.

Riata Vista Cir.

Tercello Ln.

delcour dr.

Site of proposed 
expansion

Apple Inc. in Northwest Austin

Existing campus
Riata Trace Pkwy.

Parmer Ln.

Approved incentives
City of Austin 
$8.6 million in real property tax rebates for investing 
$282 million in a new 1 million-square-foot facility, 
creating 3,635 new jobs and retaining 3,100 existing 
employees

Proposed incentives (as of press time)

Travis County 
$19 million in real property tax rebates

State of Texas 
$21 million from the Texas Enterprise Fund for maintain-
ing 3,100 existing employees and creating 3,635 new jobs

Source: City of Austin

 Don’t have a QR Code reader? 
Download a free one at Mviso.com/scan!

*Standard text messaging rates may apply.

SCHEDULE Your Free Credit Analysis Today.
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!

Did you know that 80% of all credit reports contain inaccuracies? 
Of those, 25% have errors that could result in credit denial.

Source: US Public Interest Research Group, 2004

goamplify.com

 1 Scan the QR code

 2 cLIcK www.goamplify.com/freecreditanalysis
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 5 vISIT our branches: goamplify.com/contact
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I’m a great catch
We go for long periods without rain in Austin. But when it does rain, 
it pours! Why not catch all that wonderful water to use later? 

Rainwater harvesting systems are a great way to catch and store 
water for later use around your property. Austin Water can help 
with rebates for installing rainwater harvesting systems on your 
property. Learn more about rainwater harvesting and other water 
saving ideas at WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org

But what about his heart? A HeartSaver CT scan 
from Heart Hospital of Austin is a fast, easy way  
to determine your risk for heart disease in its  
earliest and most treatable stages. And you can  
trust our expertise with hearts, because Thomson 
Reuters has ranked us a top cardiovascular hospital  
six times — and in 2011, one of the 50 Top 
Cardiovascular hospitals in the nation.   

Check your inheritance. Call 512-407-SAVE 
to schedule a HeartSaver CT scan today.

HeartHospitalofAustin.com

You clearly have  
your father’s eyes.
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$725 million the city may borrow through 
a bond issuance could go to urban rail, but 
the rest of the funding has yet to be iden-
tified. Spillar said the Federal Transporta-
tion Administration would likely match 
whatever amount is raised at the local level 
through bonds and other avenues, as the 
agency has done with other cities.

But some, such as North Austin resident 
Gabe Rojas, are disappointed with the lack of 
money that has been devoted to basic mobil-
ity improvements for North Lamar Boule-
vard and Burnet Road, on which more than 
1,200 accidents have taken place in the past 
two years, according to an ATD study.

“While I do agree that making Austin as 
a whole a livable city, starting with its core, 
is an admirable goal, it is time for the City 
of Austin to begin putting its resources 
into more chronically underserved areas,” 
Rojas said.

A complete system
This is not the first time Austin residents 

have weighed in on light-rail transit, the 
technological precursor to urban rail. In 
2000, another light-rail network was nar-
rowly defeated.

“One could argue that what’s gotten Aus-
tin in trouble in the past is that because 
we want to get things done so quickly, we 
skipped some of the critical steps in devel-
oping an understanding of how all the pieces  
[in a transit plan] work together,” said Todd 
Hemingson, vice president of strategic plan-
ning and development for Capital Metro.

This time around, however, leaders say 
they have a mobility strategy—“for the first 
time in a long time,” in Spillar’s words—and 
will soon be able to clearly articulate how 
each element of the system would be linked. 

According to a draft route map, the urban 
rail would connect to the MetroRail Red 
Line at Trinity and Fourth streets as well 
as a new bus rapid-transit line that Capital 
Metro expects to begin operating in 2014.

Furthermore, Spillar said he thinks the 
timing is right: “Each time this community 
has talked about rail and has talked about 
new [transit] capacity, it has been in differ-
ent situations. Central Austin is booming … 

we are using our roadways to the maximum 
capacity.”

A 2010 study shows that Austin is the 
third most congested city in the United 
States, and, in perhaps one of the most con-
vincing arguments for urban rail, data indi-
cates that many of the drivers commuting to 
downtown actually live close to the central 
core.

“To the extent those folks drive alone, they 
simply get on the roads and clog it for those 
who are further out and have less options,” 
Gadbois said.

Building community buy-in
Where transportation leaders failed in the 

2000 election, they are now doubling down.

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, composed of elected officials 
in the five-county Central Texas region, 
formed Project Connect with Capital Metro, 
the City of Austin and Lone Star Rail, a 
regional rail line currently in the planning 
phase that would extend from Georgetown 
south to San Antonio. 

“We are using [Project Connect] as a 
means of communicating with the commu-
nity about high-capacity transit,” Heming-
son said, adding that another mission for the 
group is to figure out how urban rail fits in 
with the larger network.

Also in November, Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
revitalized the Transit Working Group, 
which was first created by state Sen. Kirk 

Watson, in 2007, when Watson was mayor 
of Austin, as a subcommittee of CAMPO to 
focus on how to link the various modes of 
high-capacity transit currently on the table. 

Although the groups’ goals are similar, 
Hemingson said when it comes to planning, 
a handful of committees and subcommittees 
is par for the course, and the more commu-
nication between the various agencies in the 
region, the better. 

“[We are] defining success as the user in 
the future won’t know or perceive a differ-
ence between the agencies; that the products 
we put out there, whether they be rail or bus 
or whatever … it will be seamless,” he said.

Rail
Continued from | 1

Regional rail service connects 
different cities and regions, 
often using existing railroad 
lines. Regional rail is typically 
used to travel longer distances 
between larger cities. 600–2,400  

passengers
Lone Star  

Rail
60–75 mph

3 to 15 miles 
apart

Every 30 minutes during 
rush hour and every 1 to 
3 hours all other times

Rush  
hour

Rush  
hour

Rush  
hour

Rush  
hour

400–1,400 
passengers

MetroRail  
Red Line

30–50 mph
1 to 5 miles apart Every 30 minutes during 

rush hour and every 
hour all other times

700–2,000 
passengers

Urban rail 10–30 mph
2 to 4 blocks up 
to 1/2 mile apart

Every 10 minutes during 
rush hour and every 15 
minutes all other times

700–1,300 
passengers

Metro Rapid 15–30 mph
1/2 to 1 mile 

apart

Every 10 minutes during 
rush hour and every 15 
minutes all other times

Commuter rail trains operate on 
railroad tracks and carry riders 
to and from work in a certain 
region. Commuter rail is typi-
cally used to travel from suburbs 
to central cities.

Urban rail operates on electric 
tracks and can run in mixed 
traffic in its own lane or in sepa-
rate rights-of-way. Urban rail is 
a hybrid between light rail and a 
streetcar in terms of technology 
and service.

Bus rapid-transit operates in 
mixed traffic or its own lane. 
Buses are typically longer than 
the average bus and may com-
municate with traffic lights to 
keep the lights green longer.

Comment at impactnews.com

Vehicle Use Capacity Speed Stops Frequency

High-capacity transit includes any form of public transit that travels in its own lane or right-
of-way for at least a portion of its route and has a greater capacity to carry people to their 
destination with fewer stops than local service transit, such as city buses.

High-capacity transit facts

just listed in northwest hills

Ruth Powers
REALTOR® 

ABR, MBA
512.964.3434

FOR INSTANT PRICE AND INFO – EMAIL: mls@realtyaustin.com SUBJECT: C6273805

4204 Far West Blvd.
5 BD  3 BA  3,163 SQ FT
Large home with updates throughout, includes stone patio, side 
entry garage, and close to Doss Elementary & Murchison MS. 12201 Renfert Way, 

Ste. 220
Austin, TX   78758

Next to North Austin 
Medical Center

The fi rst hospital-based midwifery 
practice in Austin, we provide a 

naturalistic approach to childbirth 
and women’s health. We are 

devoted to empowering women to 
make choices about their health-

care in a supportive, nurturing, 
non-judgmental environment. We 
commit our collaborative energies 

to forge a patient-provider partner-
ship that embraces consistent, safe, 

and respectful care.

Christina Sebestyen, MD is proud to introduce 

April Schiemenz, MD 
to our team  of physicians and midwives.

512-425-3825      www.obgynnorth.com

Source: Project Connect



20 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Academic
Abacus Brain Gym 
9090 Jollyville Road, Ste. 107 
775-0454 • www.abacusbrainstudy.com 
Ages 5–11 
June 4–Aug. 17 
$175 per week (half day), $295 per week (full day)

Badgerdog Creative Writing Program 
Hope Presbyterian Church 
11512 Olson Drive 
538-1305 • www.badgerdog.org 
Grades 3–8 
July 30–Aug. 17 
$450 per session

Girlstart 
1400 W. Anderson Lane 
916-4775 • www.girlstart.org 
All sessions are $300 a week 

World Tour 
Grades 4–8 
June 11–15, June 18–22 

Pet Vet 
Grades 4–8 
June 25–29, July 9–13, July 16–20 

CSI Girls 
Grades 4–5 
July 23–27, July 30–Aug. 3 

Scrub In 
Grades 6–8 
July 23–27, July 30–Aug. 3

Hyde Park Baptist Schools  
ACT/SAT Academic Prep 
Hyde Park Quarries, 11400 N. MoPac 
465-8333 • www.hpbs.org 
Grades 9–12 
June 4–7 • $250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mad Science of Austin 
892-1143 • www.madscience.org/northaustin 
Preschool–age 12 
All sessions $150 (half day), $250 (full day) 

Austin Children’s Academy 
12310 N. RM 620 
June 4–Aug. 24 

Hope Presbyterian Church 
11512 Olson Drive 
June 18–22, June 25–29, July 9–13

Mathnasium chess and math camps 
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 109A 
331-6284 • www.mathnasium.com 

Chess Camp (full-day) 
Ages 7–17 
June 4–8, July 16–20, Aug. 6–10 
$200 per week 

Math Camp (half-day) 
Ages 5–13 
June 11–15, July 9–13, Aug. 13–17 
$175 per week

The Money Academy  
Entrepreneur Camp 
Brick Oven Restaurant 
10710 Research Blvd. 
443-8851 • www.themoneyacademy.net 
Ages 8–13 
June 18–22, June 25–29, July 23–27 
$300, plus $25 for lunch

Art and music
Abrakadoodle 
Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Church 
3315 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park 
380-7555 • www.abrakadoodle.com/tx03 
Ages 3–12 
June 18–Aug. 9 
$89–$199 per week

Art + Academy 
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 118 
415-8267 • www.artplusacademy.com 
Ages 5–17 
May 28–Aug. 24 
$185 per week

Hyde Park Baptist Schools Art Camp 
Hyde Park Quarries, 11400 N. MoPac 
465-8333 • www.hpbs.org 
Grades 5–12 
June 18–21 
$225 (grades 5–8), $290 (grades 9–12)

Marmalade Skies 
13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 229 
695-1694 • www.marmaladeskiesaustin.com 
Kindergarten–grade 8 
June 11–29, July 9–Aug. 17 
$120–$225 per week

Paint Me Pottery Studio 
1000 Payton Gin Road, Ste. M 
614-2447 • www.paintme-pottery.com 
Ages 5 and older 
June 11–Aug. 10 
$165 per week

School of Rock 
2525 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 138 
670-2360 • www.schoolofrock.com 

Performance Camp 
Ages 8–18 
June 11–23, Aug. 6–18 
$1,100 per session 

Beginners Camp 
Ages 7–18 
July 16–20 • $550 

Recording Camp 
Ages 11–18, plus two-plus years experience 
on instrument 
July 23–27 • $550 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance
Dancers Workshop  
11150 Research Blvd. 
349-7197 • www.dancersworkshopaustin.com 
Ages 3–5 (half day), ages 5–10 (full day) 
June 11–15, June 25–29, July 9–13,  
July 30–Aug. 3, Aug. 6–10 
$175 per week (half day), $300 a week (full day)

Joyce Willett School of Dance  
Summer Camp 
12687 Research Blvd. 
335-0013 • www.jwsd.net 
Ages 4–13 
June 11–Aug. 17 
$185 per week, $285 (extended care)

Field trip
Wet & Wild Adventure Camp 
Balcones District Park 
MoPac and Duval Street 
(drop-off/pick-up location) 
983-6100 • www.wetwildcamp.com 

Summer Camp 
Ages 8–15 
June 4–Aug. 24 
$300 per week 

Junior Camp 
Ages 6–8 
June 4–Aug. 24 
$300 per week

General
Anderson Mill Limited District  
Day Camp 
11500 El Salido Parkway 
258-4104 • www.amld.org 
Ages 5–12 
June 4–Aug. 17 
$150 per week 

Teen Camp 
Ages 12–15 
June 4–Aug. 17 
$225 per week

Asian American Cultural Center  
summer camp 
11713 Jollyville Road 
336-5069 • www.asianamericancc.com 
Ages 5–11 
June 4–Aug. 24 
$260 per week

Camp Doublecreek 
Hill Elementary • 8601 Tallwood Drive 
Forest North Elementary • 13414 Broadmeade Ave. 
Summit Elementary • 12207 Brigadoon Lane 
Spicewood Elementary •11601 Olson Drive 
255-3661 • www.campdoublecreek.com 
Ages 4–14 
May 29–until the start of school 
$295 per week

The Children’s Courtyard 
12336 N. MoPac 
339-1727 • www.childrenscourtyard.com 
Ages 5–13 
June 4–Aug. 17 
$145 per week 

11718 Metric Blvd. 
835-4969 
Ages 5–12 
After last day of school–first day of school 
$157 per week 

4213 Spicewood Springs Road  
342-0218 
Newborn–age 12 
May 29–Aug. 27 
$145–$273 per week

Country Home Learning Center 
13120 Research Blvd. 
331-1441 • www.countryhomelearningcenter.com 
Kindergarten–age 12 
June 4–Aug. 24 
$188 per week 
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Editor’s note: Times of camps vary. This is not a comprehensive summer camp guide. If your business offers a summer camp 
and we have not listed you, please e-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Club Z Summer Camp 
12741 N. US 183, Ste. 200 
219-0700 • www.zsclubhouse.com 
Ages 5–12 
May 29–Aug. 31 
$135 per week

Hyde Park Baptist Church  
Quarries Camp 
11400 N. MoPac 
241-0233 • www.hpbc.org/rec 
All sessions are grades 1–8 

Basketball Camp 
June 11–15 • $199 

Outback Outdoor Camp 
June 18–22 (overnight stay June 21) 
$229 includes dinner and breakfast for  
overnight stay 

Extreme Challenge Week 
June 25–29 • $199 

Camp ROCK 
July 9–13 • $199 

Action Adventure 
July 16–20 • $199 

ATX Experience 
July 23–27 • $249 

Football and Cheer Camp 
July 30–Aug. 3 • $199

Pickfair Community Center  
Summer Camp 
Community Center at Springwoods Park 
9117 Anderson Mill Road 
401-8119 • www.austintexas.gov/department/ 
pickfair-community-center 
Ages 5–11 
June 4–Aug. 10 
$130 per week

Spicewood Country School and Camp 
6102 Spicewood Springs Road 
346-2992 • www.spicewoodcountry.com 
Ages 3 1/2 –10 1/2 
June 4–Aug. 10, Aug. 13–17 
$540 per two-week session (half day),  
$650 per two-week session (full day) 
$270 per week (only available Aug. 13–17)

Stepping Stone School 
459-0258 • www.steppingstoneschool.com 
(various locations in Northwest Austin) 
Ages 5–11 
Dates coincides with local ISD summer breaks 
$595 per month

YMCA 
5807 McNeil Drive 
335-9622 • www.austinymca.org 
All camps require $30 registration fee after April 1 

Theme Camp 
Ages 5–12 
May 29–Aug. 24 
$155 per week (members), $190 per week  
(nonmembers) 

Adventure Camp 
Ages 11–14 
June 4–Aug. 17 
$175 per week (members), $210 per week  
(nonmembers) 

Kinder Camp 
CrossPointe Church 
5703 McNeil Drive 
249-1006 • www.crosspointeaustin.org 
Ages 4–5 
May 29–Aug. 24 
$155 per week (members), $190 per week  
(nonmembers) 

Sports Camp 
Jollyville Elementary 
6720 Corpus Christi Drive 
428-2200 • http://schools.roundrockisd.org/ 
jollyville 
Ages 8–12 
May 29–Aug. 17 
$155 per week (members), $190 per week  
(nonmembers)

Language
Austin International School  
language immersion camp 
12001 Oak Knoll Drive 
331-7806 
www.austininternationalschool.org 
Ages 3–12 
June 11–July 20 
Nonrefundable $125 deposit and  
$25 registration fee, plus $250 per  
week (full day), $180 per week (half day)

Sports
Aim & Focus Karate  
(General day camp with martial arts instruction) 
8863 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 104 
257-8552 • www.aimandfocus.com 
Kindergarten–grade 5 
May 29–Aug. 24 
$50 registration fee, plus $150 per week (current 
students), $170 per week (new students), $130 
(siblings of current students)

Austin Dog Alliance 
12129 N. RM 620, Ste. 401 
335-7100 • www.austindogalliance.org 

All About Dogs 
Ages 7–9 
June 18–June 21, July 16–July 19,  
Aug. 6–Aug. 9  
(1–3:30 p.m.) • $175 

Tricks, Games and More 
Ages 9–10 
July 16–19 (9 a.m.–noon) • $220 

Tricks, Games and More 
Ages 10–14 
June 4–8 (9 a.m.–3 p.m.) • $350 

Advanced Tricks, Games and More 
Ages 11–15 
July 23–July 27 (9 a.m.–3 p.m.) • $350 

I Want to be a Vet and Field Trip Camp 
Ages 11–16 
July 30–Aug. 3 (9 a.m.–3 p.m.) • $420

Austin Karate Academy 
9308 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 600 
335-5425 • www.austinkarateacademy.com 
Ages 6–14 
July 9–14 • $199

Chaparral Ice 
2525 W. Anderson Lane 
451-5102 • www.chaparralice.com 

Camp Avalanche and Camp Subzero 
(General day camp) 
Ages 8–14 
June 11–Aug. 17  
$225 

Camp des Champs 
(Skate-school camp) 
Ages 6–12 
June 11–Aug. 24 
$250 per week

Capital Gymnastics 
6001 W. Parmer Lane 
219-9930 • www.capgym.com 
Ages 4–9 
Tue.–Thu. June 5–Aug. 23 
$35 registration and $50 deposit plus  
$125 per week 

Hyde Park Baptist Schools 
Hyde Park Quarries, 11400 N. MoPac 
465-8333 • www.hpbs.org 

Baseball camp 
Grades 3–8 
June 11–14 • $175 

Basketball camp 
Grades 3–8 
July 30–Aug. 2 • $175 

Football camp 
Grades 3–8 
July 16–19 • $175 

Volleyball camp 
Grades 3–8 
July 23–26 • $195 

Strength and Conditioning 
Grades 6–12 
June 11–29, July 9–27 
$125 for all weeks

Lonestar Soccer Camp 
Soccer Zone 
1220 Toro Grande Blvd., Cedar Park 
336-5425 • www.lonestarsoccercamp.com 
Ages 5–16 
June 11–July 27 
$175–$275

North Austin TaeKwonDo Plus 
12233 RM 620, Ste. 109 
918-8025 • www.northaustintkd.com 
Ages 5–12 
May 29–Aug. 24 
$159 per week (full day), $134 per week  
(half day) plus 

Switch Willo Stable Day Camp 
4829 Switch Willo Road 
331-8668 • www.switchwillo.com 
Ages 6–14 
May 28–Aug. 17 
$300 per week 
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UFCU 
Scofield 
Grand Opening

(512) 467-8080  ufcu.org
Federally insured by NCUA

When:
Saturday, April 14th
10 AM – 1 PM

Where:
UFCU Scofield Interactive  
Financial Center
1500 W Parmer Ln,  Austin, TX
Shuttle service will be provided from the  
Northridge Austin Community College  
parking lot (11928 Stonehollow Dr,  Austin, TX).

While you’re there:
•  Receive $50 when you open a new checking 

account,

•  Enjoy refreshments and

•  Meet Mack Brown, The University of Texas Head 
Football Coach, who will take one photo and sign 
one item per person from 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM.

For event information visit ufcu.org.

Comm Impact_Sco Grand Opening_3-12.indd   1 3/21/12   2:50 PM

• Restore a smile in as little as a day with DENTAL 
 IMPLANTS

• Digital X-Rays using 90% less radiation than traditional 
 X-Rays

• Beautiful Veneers or Invisalign Clear Braces–create 
 Beautiful Smiles

• Magnifi cation and Laser Assisted Cavity Detection and 
 Soft Tissue laser to treat gum disease more effectively

• Several oral surgeons refer patients only to Dr. Schauer 
 to rebuild the smile/teeth after surgery. They trust  him 
 to make their patients look incredible.

• Serving the community for over 20 years

12401 Hymeadow Bldg. 5  Austin TX 78750 (Across from Westwood High School) 

512-250-8225 • www.alanschauerdds.com

$100 OFF Your First 
Treatment 

Bring in this ad for

A S, DDS
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

with completion of New Patient Comprehensive Exam.
Cannot be combined with other offers.  Expires 4/30/12



impactnews.com • March 2012 | FEATURES | 23

Women’s cut  ................................  $40+ 

Men’s cut  .....................................  $20+

Children age 10 and younger ........... $15 

Single color ..................................  $60+ 

Keratin smoothing treatment ......... $250 

Manicure  .....................................  $30+

Pinup Salon also provides updos for 
special events, caters to wedding parties 
and can add hair extensions, including 
infusions, which is a type of extension 
made of keratin, to clients’ hair.

Services

Monnie is a self-proclaimed perfectionist.

Pinup Salon
Rocker couple’s throwback style  
on cutting edge of cool

Pinup Salon’s über-girlie 
style, with its pinup-era 
motif and walls striped 

in pastel hues, appeals to a wide 
range of customers, even men, 
who love perusing the photos, 
owners Brian and Monnie High-
tower said.

“We see everything from con-
servative to avant-garde,” Brian 
said. 

The Hightowers are two  
rock ‘n’ roll enthusiasts who, 
when not clipping, sudsing or 
styling, perform with their band, 
Fast Love. Owning Pinup Salon 
fulfills another of their passions: 
cosmetology. 

Monnie first became interested 
in cosmetology in junior high 
school, when she would give 
herself manicures and eventually 
began styling her friends’ and 
family’s hair as well as her own.

“My father told me I was 
really good at it, and my family 

encouraged me to go to cosmetol-
ogy school,” she said.

The Hightowers moved to Los 
Angeles to further their music 
career but eventually migrated 
back to Austin and decided to 
open their own shop on McNeil 
Drive near US 183 nearly two 
years ago.

Their love of rocking out is still 
apparent. Every Friday from 4–8 
p.m., they bring in a disc jockey, 
break out the disco ball and offer 
$15 blow-dry styles,  
$5 nail color changes and compli-
mentary drinks.

“We wanted to bring the down-
town vibe up north,” Monnie 
said. 

In Northwest Austin, the shop 
certainly stands out. Its vintage 
decor and pinup paraphernalia 
stems from Monnie’s love of 
antiques and the decades between 
1920 and 1960. Her grandmother 
owned a vintage store, and as a 

child, Monnie enjoyed playing 
with vintage mannequins, hats 
and clothes, she said. 

Now, the self-proclaimed 
perfectionist’s primary concern is 
that customers leave pleased with 
his or her ’do. Monnie credits 
her artistic staff of nine stylists 
and one manicurist for keeping 
the salon at a five-star rating on 
Google and Yelp, but according to 
Monnie’s clients, she is doing her 
part as well. 

Client Amanda Carson said 
Monnie takes the time to discuss 
Carson’s vision before taking out 
the shears. 

“I trust her completely,” Carson 
said. “I go in telling her, ‘This 
is what I’m thinking,’ and she 
makes recommendations.”

In the long term, the Hightow-
ers would like to either expand or 
open a second location. But first, 
Brian is pursuing his own license 
to join his wife as a stylist.

Brian and Monnie Hightower 
combine their love of  

cosmetology, rock ‘n’ roll  
and vintage decor at  

Pinup Salon.  

Pinup Salon
7318 McNeil Drive, Ste. 110
258-4244 • www.pinupsalonaustin.com

BUSINESS

By Amy Denney
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Spicewood 
Springs Rd.

McNeil dr.

Pond Springs 
Rd.

183

www.waterlooswimschool.com    512-921-9893

Benefits of Waterloo Swim School:
Trained swim instructors
Low ratio of 4 swimmers per instructor
Pool Safety & respect is taught alongside 
swimming techniques
Fun encouraging environment
Waterloo Babies, Learn to Swim, Stroke 
Technique, Kid and Adult Fitness Classes

50%
the Annual 

Registration Fee if 
signed up and paid by 

April 30th, 2012.
Must mention this ad.

SWIM LESSONS ARE FOR A LIFETIME!

Irrigation License #18101
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Over 100 of the top chefs, wine experts, and
culinary tastemakers from around the world.

P L A N  Y O U R  W E E K E N DA PR IL  2 7-2 9 ,  2 0 1 2

35+ COOKING DEMO, WINE SEMINARS & LIVE MUSIC. austinfoodandwinefestival .com

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2012 Volvo S60 T5

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan
SIGN AND DRIVE

$249mo 1

2012 Audi A4 2.0T CVT Sedan 
LUXURY HAS PROGRESSED

$389mo 3$389mo 3

All remaining new 
Saab’s in stock 
$12,000 o� MSRP4 

Includes Warranty

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect �  nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $249, �  nal pymt / residual = $12,714. Based on 10k mi. / 
yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,546. Stk# Z6721. Exp 3/31/12.  2-Volvo - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers with approved credit thru US Bank, no security deposit required. Must take delivery by March 31, 
2012. S60 based on MSRP $32,175. First payment due at signing.  $3,293 + TT&L due at inception.  Residual value of $18,340.  Advertised o � ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, 
maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Exp 3/31/12.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o�  ered 
to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,200. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,083 due at inception + TT&L. 
Purchase option at lease end for $18,100. 42 monthly payments of $389. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a�  ect lease price. Exp 3/31/12.  4-Saab - See dealer for details. Exp 3/31/12
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How Do You Roll?
The build-your-own sushi shop is on a roll

E very big thing has a beginning. 
Chipotle Mexican Grill used to be a 
single burrito joint on a street corner 

in Denver. Cold Stone Creamery started 
as a mom and pop ice cream shop in 
Tempe, Ariz. And Whataburger was once 
just a stand in Corpus Christi. 

The story of How Do You Roll?, which 
will be in at least five states by the middle 
of the year,  begins at The Shops at Arbor 
Walk, on MoPac at US 183, where the 
company’s first location opened in 2008. 

Co-founder Yuen Yung was a finan-
cial planner at an Ameriprise Financial 
franchise at the Arboretum, and, dissatis-
fied with the area’s lunchtime options, 
came up with the idea of a fast-food sushi 
restaurant where customers could choose 
their own ingredients from an array of 
veggies, fruits and cooked and raw meats. 

He and his brother Peter, who as head 
chef at a fine-dining restaurant in Hous-
ton was no stranger to the business, spent 
about a year doing research, forming a 
corporate identity and honing their mis-
sion before opening the first location. 

“We did OK on the first run, but we 
overspent to make that happen. The 
second, third and fourth stores we kept 
improving,” Yuen said. “We got better 
quality stuff for the same pricing. We got 
the build-out costs down so that it was 
much more efficient.”

The brothers began using tools—some 
proprietary, designed in-house and man-
ufactured in Austin, and others shipped 
in from Japan—that allowed non-experts 
to make expert-like rolls in just a minute 

or two.
“It’s almost like an assembly line,” Yung 

said. “You build up the ammo and then it 
goes out to the front line and gets served.”

After being in business a year and a 
half, the Yung brothers began franchis-
ing. In April 2011, nearly a year later, 
the first noncorporate location opened 
in Austin. The fifth Austin store, on RM 
620, is slated for a March launch, and the 
Mueller development will get one soon 
thereafter. 

There are stores in San Antonio, Hous-
ton, College Station and one that is going 
to open soon in San Marcos near the 
Texas State University campus. Phoenix 
and Tucson, Ariz., have an HDYR? and so 
does Marina Del Ray, Calif. Jacksonville, 
Fla., just got its first store, and Gainsville, 
Fla., is next. Charlotte, N.C. will get two 
stores this year.

In total, Yuen said there are franchise 
agreements in the works for 40–50 more 
HDYR?s, and by 2016, he hopes to have 
100 locations, a mix of corporate-owned 
and franchised shops, dotting the nation. 
In short, HDYR? could soon become 
a sushi empire, not unlike Chipotle or 
Cold Stone.

Yuen said that although he has been 
approached by larger companies inter-
ested in acquiring the business and has 
even considered going public, neither 
a sale nor a stock exchange listing is 
imminent. 

“I am just as OK with keeping this a 
family business and growing it that way 
forever,” Yuen said.

By Sara Behunek

How Do You Roll?’s junior roll kid’s meal comes 
with a fruit cup, a child-size drink and a toy.

Customers may choose from 23 fresh, cooked and 
raw ingredients to stuff their roll.  
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Yuen Yung and his brother, Peter (not pictured), opened the first How Do You Roll? at The Shops at Arbor 
Walk in 2008. Now there are 11 HDYR?s in four states across the nation.

A happier meal
Six months after the first How do You Roll? 
opened in 2008, Yuen Yung introduced a 
kid’s meal for children age 12 and younger. 

Yung said his sons love eating at the 
restaurant but jokes, “I think it’s just the 
toy [that comes with the meal] that we give 
them every time they come in.”

Each kid’s meal also comes with a fruit cup 
or edamame and a child-size drink ($3.99).

•	Junior roll: Five- to six-piece roll with 
strawberry, mandarin orange and cucum-
ber in a soy wrap

•	Teriyaki bowl: Beef or chicken

Featured rolls
For customers who can’t make up their 
minds or who want a tried-and-true sushi 
recipe, How do You Roll? has six featured 
rolls. Here are three: 

•	3 Alarm: Seaweed wrap, tuna, avocado, 
cucumber, jalapeño, tempura crunch, 
spicy mayo, sweet chili, sesame chili oil 
and chili powder ($8.95)

•	Director’s Cut: Seaweed wrap, crab, 
eel, avocado, tofu skin, tempura crunch, 
wasabi mayo and unagi sauce ($8.95)

•	Slammin’ Salmon: Seaweed wrap, 
salmon, cream cheese, jalapeño, seasonal 
fruit, smelt egg, spicy mayo, sesame chili 
oil and unagi sauce ($7.95)

How Do You Roll?
10515 N. MoPac, Ste. 165A
243-8298
www.howdoyouroll.com
Twitter: @how_do_you_roll
Open daily 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
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* Texas Gas Service customers in the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits with existing natural gas furnaces may be eligible.  
This rebate is offered in conjunction with Austin Energy’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® program.

InsulatIng your attIc?
Money’s waItIng for you.
No doubt about it, a well-insulated home will help save you money and energy. Plus, when you have your attic insulated and ductwork 

sealed, you could receive up to $300 in rebates* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. 

For details and more money-saving rebates for your home or business, visit www.TexasGasService.com/Rebates, 

email Conservation@TexasGasService.com or call (512) 370-8243.
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Xeriscaping
GUIDE

By Amy Denney

After last summer’s record heat left Bob and Lana Beyer’s Avery Ranch lawn dead and dry, they decided it was time to xeriscape, a land-
scaping method that involves native plants and those that require less water and have a high heat tolerance. 

John Koster, a horticulturist at Red Barn Garden Center on Pond Springs Road near US 183, said every year more and more customers ask 
about xeriscaping.

The Beyers designed their new lawn themselves, determined how much sun and shade certain spots of the yard would get and then 
ripped out their water-gulping St. Augustine grass. They purchased new sod, mulch and plants such as silverado Texas sage and Mexican 
feathergrass, adding natural elements—stones, petrified wood, a large shell and an animal skull—as focal points.

“We transformed our lawn into a drought-loving oasis,” Bob said.

Koster said most of the plants used in xeriscaping are deer-resistant—a boon for Northwest Austin residents—although the deer could 
eat any plant if they are hungry enough. 

Lana said it took a while to learn everything the couple needed to convert their lawn but that the City of Austin’s “Grow Green” guide, 
which provides information on native landscaping plants and is available for free at many garden centers or nurseries in Austin, helped 
them choose the right flora.

This hardy plant with purple flowers is native to West Texas 
and adapts well to rocky soil. Adding back-filling, or organic 
matter, such as compost material, helps this plant, which 
can reach 20 feet in height, grow. Initially, Texas mountain 
laurel will need to be watered two times per week until it is 
established.

This West Texas native plant is very drought-tolerant and 
can grow to 6 feet or taller, sometimes resembling a small 
palm tree. Koster said it needs water just one to two times 
per month.

“These are for people who don’t know how to garden,” he 
said.

Most varieties of the agave can adapt to the cold and are na-
tive to parts of Mexico. The yellow-and-green-striped plant 
does flower, but then the plant dies. Koster said these plants 
typically need water just 3–4 times per summer but give off 
signs when they need watering.

“They’ll flop, and in most cases, the older foliage will lose its 
color,” Koster said.

These plants love the full sun, Koster said, and range in size 
from a small shrub to a large tree. Most produce white flow-
ers in the spring and summer. They need water just once per 
month. The giant yucca plant is not considered to be deer- 
resistant, but several other types of yucca are.

The spiky-leafed plant loves the semi-shade or full sun, 
Koster said. It needs water just once per month and doesn’t 
require any pruning. The plant resembles holly and produces 
red berries with yellow, fragrant flowers in the spring. Agarita 
can grow up to 6 feet tall.

This drought-tolerant plant is dusty in color and is great 
to plant near the edge of the sidewalk or in large quanti-
ties. It needs full sun, and Koster said that once the plant 
is established, gardeners can just let it go and only water 
occasionally.

Texas mountain laurel Sotol (desert spoon)

Agave Yucca

Agarita Texas sage

, ,

/JazzerciseRiata /JazzWellsBranch

FIRST MONTH FREE 
WITH OPTION PRICING REGISTRATION

JAZZERCISE WELLS BRANCH 
FITNESS CENTER
3407 Wells Branch Pkwy, Ste. 800, 
jazzwellsbranch@gmail.com 
(512) 660-8886

JAZZERCISE RIATA 
ATHLETIC CLUB

12300 Riata Trace Pkwy, 
info@roxannewilson.com 
(512) 537-4382

We are the fi rst hospital-based 
midwifery practice in Austin.  
Our goal is to educate women 

about their bodies so that they are 
empowered to make their own 

decisions about their healthcare.  
We welcome you to our practice 

and hope that you feel embraced 
by our unique approach.

Christina Sebestyen, MD is proud to introduce 

Tesa Miller, MD, FACOG 
to our team of physicians and midwives.

12201 Renfert Way, 
Ste. 220

Austin, TX   78758
Next to North Austin 

Medical Center 512-425-3825      www.obgynnorth.com

The focal point of Bob and Lana Beyer’s backyard features native plants and natural embellishments.
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      This spring, 
turn your lawn into a  
  drought-hardy haven
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Lamar Smith
U.S. House of Representatives, R-District 21
By Andrea Leptinsky

Rep. Lamar Smith, R-District 21, was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
in 1986. Smith serves as a member of several congressional committees, including the 
Homeland Security Committee. He also is a member of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, which oversees renewable energy policies; the Subcommittee 
on Research and Science Education; the Subcommittee on Technology and Innovation; 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). He is also the first 
Republican chairman of the House Judiciary Committee from Texas. 

In 1980, Smith won the 57th District state representative race, and two years later, he 
was elected to serve as the Precinct 3 commissioner of Bexar County. 

District 21, as it is currently organized, includes portions of Bexar and Travis coun-
ties and all of Comal, Real, Kerr, Bandera, Kendall and Blanco counties. The district’s 
population is about 700,000.

When talking about redistricting Texas to 
accommodate four new districts, is it the 
one vote that really matters, or is it the 
political structure that’s at hand?

I think it’s a combination of both. And 
this is not widely known necessarily, but 
if there is a net change in the U.S. House 
of Representatives by 25 seats—if there 
is a net loss among the Republicans of 
just 25 seats—you’re back to [Democratic 
Party] Speaker Pelosi. So it does have some 
impact on who may possibly control the 
House. My own guess is that control of the 
House is not going to come down to two 
votes, and it may not make any difference, 
but you never know.

What effect will Texas’ delayed primary 
have on the presidential election?

If we held the earlier primary three 
months roughly before the May 29 date, 
that would have enhanced the influence of 
Texas in the nominating process. By the 
end of May, I think the Republicans will 
likely know who the nominee is by then, 
so Texas might have less of an influence. 
But it has now been decided by the state 
Republican party, and I suspect by the state 
Democratic party as well, that the delegates 
to the national convention are not going to 
be chosen in the primary. So it will be the 
type of primary where you don’t choose 
the delegates—a beauty pageant.

Have you endorsed a candidate?
I supported Mitt Romney four years 

ago, so it was not a surprise that I would 
endorse him this year as well, and I’m 
comfortable with that.

You recently pulled back the Stop Online 
Piracy Act, saying you wanted to reach 
a better agreement on its suggested 
solution. Do you still support SOPA?

Well, SOPA is not going to rise again 
in its current form. I do think we have to 
address the current concerns. I still feel 
there is a serious problem with online 
piracy. And a lot of folks in Austin will 
agree, whether they are musicians who 

see their recordings stolen and down-
loaded for free … there are a lot of 
individuals who are hurt by online piracy. 
But there was also a lot of misinformation 
about this particular piece of legislation. 
The language of the bill clearly limited 
our concerns to foreign websites primar-
ily engaged in illegal activity. When we 
would get calls at the office about ‘You’re 
getting ready to shut down Facebook,’ 
or ‘You’re getting ready to stop Google,’ 
… no one had really made a clear dis-
tinction between domestic websites and 
foreign websites primarily engaged in 
illegal activity. And we were simply over-
whelmed by that misinformation.
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Rep. Lamar Smith, R-District 21 (left), discusses redistricting, online piracy and the issues Texas will face 
as a result of its delayed primary date with Community Impact Newspaper Publisher John Garrett.

Austin           Japan           France           Spain           Chile           Germany           Argentina           Korea           Scotland           Mexico

Academically challenging. Personally rewarding. Professionally invigorating. 
With two locations in Austin and partner universities in nine countries, St. Edward’s University will prepare you to make a difference in your world. 
Offering 12 graduate degree programs. www.stedwards.edu/masters or call 512-492-3131.

Daniel Guerrero ’09   Master’s degree in Organizational Leadership and Ethics. Youngest Mayor in the history of San Marcos, Texas.
Executive Director for the San Marcos Education Foundation. Studied global business management in Germany and the Czech Republic.

Take on your world.TM

Earn a graduate degree that 
challenges you to make a difference.
And see the impact it makes on your world.
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On-site Exemplary Elementary School
Miles of Hike & Bike Trails

Neighborhood Parks
Resort-style Amenity Center

New Homes crafted by:

∫
∫

LIFELIFE ...feels different here.

BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737

12226 RR 620 N  |  Austin, TX 78750
512-918-1600
M-F 10-8  |  Sat 10-6  |  Sun 11-5
stuffedfoodstores.com

512-918-1600
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 3/11/12 and 3/20/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Northwest Austin
On the market  (February 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 19 / 49 days 3 / 228 days 13 / 103 days 52 / 93 days 12 / 122 days

$150,000–$199,999 22 / 107 days 34 / 60 days 12 / 72 days 8 / 114 days 4 / 53 days

$200,000–$299,999 17 / 70 days 21 / 141 days 18 / 74 days 8 / 24 days 17 / 72 days

$300,000–$399,999 2 / 87 days - 11 / 100 days 1 / 12 days 12 / 81 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 5 / 57 days - 16 / 76 days

$500,000–$599,999 - - 3 / 94 days - 7 / 48 days

$600,000–$799,999 1 / 44 days - 4 / 48 days - 5 / 26 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - 1 / 213 days - 1 / 133 days

$1 million + - - - - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

February 2012 24 / $207,186 12 / $181,299 18 / $293,117 20 / $130,859 24 / $275,069

January 2012 19 / $160,362 19 / $191,845 17 / $247,179 12 / $130,077 31 / $290,753

December 2011 21 / $186,498 21 / $181,519 21 / $263,419 18 / $139,032 36 / $320,464

November 2011 13 / $159,350 15 / $191,398 21 / $331,014 21 / $87,598 21 / $322,527

October 2011 24 / $192,736 22 / $199,759 27 / $247,396 14 / $122,786 31 / $280,311

September 2011 16 / $162,622 22 / $198,173 24 / $369,392 17 / $156,924 24 / $286,583

August 2011 32 / $172,322 21 / $187,749 40 / $248,511 20 / $118,989 40 / $346,541

July 2011 33 / $202,492 31 / $191,331 34 / $300,541 20 / $141,332 56 / $312,512

June 2011 33 / $187,971 40 / $191,960 38 / $303,755 26 / $118,543 62 / $290,148

Property Listings ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 10212 Lundie Cove 4br/2ba $290,000 2,750 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Milwood 8310 Osborne Drive 3br/2ba $175,000 1,351 Jane Hume 448-4111 Keller Williams Realty

78758 River Oak Lake Estates 12300 Willow Bend Drive 3br/2ba $190,000 2,437 Martha Browning 407-2456 Prudential Texas Realty

78727 Brigadoon Townhomes 12212 Brigadoon Lane 2br/2ba $150,000 1,223 Chris Sachs 585-8910 J.B. Goodwin Realtors

78727 Milwood 4301 Cavern Springs Road 4br/2ba $259,900 2,540 Cathy Trifiro 797-4917 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 6411 Crowley Trail 3br/2ba $229,900 2,700 Michael Pourciau 703-7221 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11804 Hardwood 3br/2ba $147,500 1,681 Suman Khisty 577-1224 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Los Indios 12625 Oro Valley Trail 4br/2ba $219,950 2,472 Stephen Irwin 689-2737 Recar & Associates

78759 Mesa Park 11710 Spotted Horse 3br/2ba $228,900 1,490 Jill Leberknight 294-7296 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 10203 Lockleven Cove 4br/2ba $409,900 2,406 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Austin Hills 5608 Barker Ridge Drive 4br/2ba $425,000 2,390 Kathy Chappell 914-8859 Pacesetter Properties

78758 Jamestown 1105 Chesapeake Drive 3br/1ba $140,000 1,150 Melanie Angermann 949-9457 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Lakewood Park 7609 Crossmeadow Drive 3br/2ba $449,900 2,089 Michael Newman 636-4518 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Los Indios 12602 Oro Valley Trail 4br/2ba $225,000 2,472 Loretta Thomason 554-4885 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek 11821 Bittern Hollow 2br/1ba $90,000 823 Ernesto Hernandez 968-4663 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Barrington Oaks 8206 Wexford Drive 4br/2ba $249,900 2,035 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Great Hills 7318 Ellaview Lane 4br/3ba $599,000 3,218 Sheri Brummett 970-8809 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78727 Lamplight Village 1906 Krizan Ave. 3br/2ba $104,900 1,024 Marilyn Williams 413-5078 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 12905 Margit Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 1,728 Lisa Munoz 600-8294 Realty Austin

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 8907 Scottish Pastures Drive 3br/2ba $349,500 2,411 Teresa Cue 743-8555 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek 11901 Swearingen Drive 1br/1ba $79,900 546 Carly Lister 378-0483 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Villas at Canyon Creek 9550 Savannah Ridge Drive 3br/2ba $322,569 2,543 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78726 Canyon Creek 11204 Crossland Drive 5br/4ba $359,900 3,186 Kathy Jacobs 924-1644 Realty Austin

78729 Lake Creek Park 13128 Hymeadow Circle 3br/2ba $247,990 1,713 Joe Lu 296-3002 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Northwest Balcones 9401 Rolling Oaks Trail 4br/2ba $349,900 2,828 Nora Wall 789-3421 RE/MAX Capital City 

78759 Wood Harbour 8730 MoPac  2br/2ba $100,000 1,080 Kevin McCarthy 587-4050 Realty Austin

78759 Mesa Park 11605 Big Trail 3br/2ba $189,950 1,407 Teresa Cue 743-8555 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 1728 Lynnville Trail 3br/2ba $218,500 1,863 Sean Mulcahy 971-3995 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Jamestown 910 Maryland Drive 3br/2ba $129,965 1,640 Stuart Sutton 844-3254 RE/MAX 

78729 Milwood  12900 Modena Trail 3br/2ba $159,000 1,345 Terri Romere 431-5435 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Parmer Village 13604 Oystercatcher Drive 3br/2ba $180,000 1,597 Knolly Williams 206-0060 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Mesa Park 5004 Powder River Road 3br/2ba $219,900 1,269 Robert Hachtel 699-0786 Realty Austin

78759 Morado Cove 10300 Morado Cove 3br/2ba $339,900 2,241 Michael Pourciau 703-7221 Keller Williams Realty

11204 Crossland Drive $359,900

5004 Powder River Road $219,900

7609 Crossmeadow Drive $449,900

12212 Brigadoon Lane $150,000

For more residential real estate listings, visit impactnews.com
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� e baby store you’ve 
been wishing for is  
now open in Round Rock!
Best selection & everyday low prices!
Award winning customer service!
Natural & sustainable superstore!
Expert classes & smart registry!

106 E Old Settlers Blvd. Ste D-100 • Round Rock, TX 78664 • babyearth.com/store

UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Tues. and Fri. 10:00am
Interactive Story Time

Wed. April 4th 9:00am
Music with Mar Sample Class

Wed. April 4th 10:00am-1:00pm
Car Seat Safety Check
Call the store to sign up at 512-600-7050

Check “BabyEarth Round Rock” on Facebook
for a full events listing!

SUMMER 

DREAMS

iFoot Spa
Enjoy the benefits of 

foot reflexology.
Walk ins welcome!

Located at 4815 W. Braker Lane, Suite 502, Austin Tx 78759 
(located inside the North Hills shopping center, next to Subway) 

Walk-in or call 512-415-6049 to schedule an appointment

COMING SOON APRIL 1, 2012
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Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Precision Podiatry is 

proud to offer the use of 

the Q Clear Laser. This 

patented laser is a specially 

designed medical device 

which shines a laser light 

beam through the nail and 

vaporize the germs in and 

under the nail plate that 

causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 

CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser

$295Starting at
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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When the first national reports on patient safety came out in 2003, 

“Seton jumped at the opportunity to re-evaluate and improve our 

care,” Marcie Moynihan recalls.  

Since then, Marcie has worked on a host of procedures to protect 

moms and babies, such as high-tech emergency simulations, 

which have reduced preventable birth traumas to virtually zero. 

Does your doctor deliver at Seton?
SetonBabyTalk.com/doctors

Ernest Amory Codman Award

Maternity Quality Matters Award 

Inaugural HHSC Healthcare 
Quality Award

To read about all the ways Seton nurses are improving 

safety for our smallest patients and their moms, please visit 

SetonBabyTalk.com/safety.

Marcie Moynihan 

Neonatal ICU

Clinical Nurse Specialist
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