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Round Rock ISD superintendent  
rolled back standards-based  

grading at two schools 
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Three new contracts put 
Austin Energy on path to 
meet green energy goals

City, utility unite for more renewable power

District under pressure as over-enrollment reaches 2,500-plus pupils 

AISD closes in on short-term 
solution to school overcrowding

Austin Energy’s Webberville Solar Farm, located about 15 miles east of Austin, will 
deliver 30 megawatts of power, enough energy to power approximately 5,000 homes.

By Sara Behunek
In an effort to alleviate severe over-

crowding at elementary schools in North 
Austin, Austin Independent School Dis-
trict Superintendent Meria Carstarphen 
is recommending a scenario that would 
relocate 812 students beginning next 
school year and alter the scope of educa-
tion at some schools.

Under Carstarphen’s proposal, 366 Bar-
rington Elementary School students who 
live in the southern portion of the school’s 
attendance zone would transfer to Webb 
Middle School, which would become a pre-
kindergarten through eighth grade facility. 
The remaining Barrington prekindergarten 
class, or 84 students, would go to Reilly 
Elementary School, located 3 miles south 
of Barrington. Ninety-two sixth grade stu-
dents at Barrington, Brown and Walnut 
Creek elementary schools would be shuf-
fled to their designated middle schools, and 

in Northeast Austin, Graham and Hart ele-
mentary school’s 270 prekindergarten stu-
dents would be assigned to a new prekin-
dergarten campus at Dobie Middle School.

A strain on resources
The proposed scenario is a short-

term solution to a growing housing 
problem, Carstarphen told parents at a  
Nov. 8 community meeting at Webb Middle 
School.

“The north central area is growing and 
continuing to grow even faster, and we’re 
seeing that in large part because of the 
downtown economy and families not hav-
ing housing options,” Carstarphen said. 

Ryan Robinson, a demographer for the 
City of Austin, said that overall population 
growth in the area has not been “phenom-
enal” compared with the rest of Austin, but 
there has been a profound change at the 
household level.

By Bobby Longoria
The City of Austin is within 

reach of its goal to have  
35 percent of its energy come from 
renewable sources by 2020 after 
three new wind power contracts 
were approved in September.

Austin Energy approved a 
200-megawatt contract with Duke 
Energy Generation Services, a 
91-megawatt contract with MAP 
Royalty Inc. and a 200-megawatt 

contract with Iberdrola Renew-
ables Inc. The three contracts, along 
with Austin Energy’s Webberville 
Solar Farm and a Sacul, Texas, 
biomass facility, will bring the util-
ity’s renewable portfolio to about  
30 percent by the end of 2012.

“We are well on our way toward 
meeting our goal of 35 percent,” 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell said.

The Duke contract will 
last for 25 years at a cost of  
$675 million. MAP Royalty’s con-
tract is also for 25 years at a cost of  
$375 million. The Iberdrola 
contract is the most costly at  
$725 million and is in effect for  

25 years. 
Locking in rates for a long 

period of time will help ensure 
that Austin Energy remains com-
petitive among other utilities, Leff-
ingwell said.

Modest beginnings
Austin Energy began its renew-

able efforts in 1995 by pur-
chasing a 10-megawatt power 
agreement from a wind farm in 
Culbertson County. West Texas 
wind farm acquisitions contin-
ued in 2001 with the purchase of  
76.7 megawatts from the King 

“Where you used to have singles or 
couples or childless couples, there are 
multigenerational, international immi-
grant households. And a bunch of those 
households have three or four elementary 
school–aged children,” he said.

Nine AISD elementary schools and a 
prekindergarten center in what the district 
identifies as North Central Austin enroll 

2,562 more students than the buildings can 
handle at permanent capacity. 

For example, Barrington Elementary 
See Overcrowding | 15

See Energy | 17
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North Austin elementary school  
capacity and enrollment 

556 548

Brown 494 26468

Cook 394561

Graham 220598

Hart 250711

McBee 180580

Walnut Creek 275655

Wooldridge 385524

Wooten 206468

Read Prekindergarten 78393

Due to the rapid growth of the area’s elementary school–age population, these 
public schools enroll significantly more students than their permanent capacity.

Capacity Enrollment

Source: Austin ISD

Total student seat deficiency
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Get inspired by the wares found 
at these locally owned shops and 
studios in Northwest Austin
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F1 track construction stops
A contract dispute between the track’s 
promoters and Formula 1 World 
Championship puts project on pause
more.impactnews.com/15808

 Skyline Club | 25
This dance hall was once the heart of 
honky-tonk in Austin

Vivo | 22 
San Antonio–style Tex-Mex gets a sleek 
makeover at Vivo’s Lake Creek location
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Gift

Metrodog
11011 Domain Drive, Ste. 116
466-7297
www.austinmetrodog.comMon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.;Sun. noon–6 p.m.

People may be pinching pennies, but 
Rover still deserves the best. This year, 
Metrodog owners Ryan Adkins and Alex 
Stowell are stocked up on neckties for 
pooches made from converted men’s 
ties by a Dallas crafter ($30), leather 
and jeweled collars ($25–$65) and 
one-of-a-kind handmade dog beds 
($45–$75).

For the holiday season, Metrodog 
sells themed toys, including rubber 
peppermints, reindeer and snowballs 
($5–$25), as well as wool sweaters 
($35–$55). For the less wintry days, 

Tiny’s Western Shop8403 Research Blvd.476-1277
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–8:30 p.m.,Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Mosey on in to Tiny’s Western Shop, 
named for owner Marjorie “Tiny” Leech, 
a not-so-tiny shop that has just about 
everything pertaining to the Wild West. The store sells several brands of hats, 

including Stetson, Resistol and Larry 
Mahan’s ($180–$1,000 felt, $20–$250 
straw); Wrangler jeans ($35); leather 
jackets by Cripple Creek ($249); and 
button-up shirts for men, women and 
children. 

But what sets Tiny’s apart is its selec-
tion of handmade boots, including the 
Cuadra brand ($139–$600), made 

Wonko’s Toys and Games13776 Research Blvd., Ste. 116
335-1000
www.wonkos.comTue.–Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Tap into your whimsical at side at 
Wonko’s Toys and Games, where owners 
Eric and Denise Dow have products that 
even an adult would love. For example, 
the store carries a selection of second-
hand G.I. Joe and Star Wars figurines 
that have been out of production for six 
to 10 years ($2–$5). Others items that can be found at 

Wonko’s include card games—many 
of which sell for less than $10—and 
Japanese action figure model kits called 
Gundams ($25–$100). 

The Mail Shop and Gift Store8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 145
258-3086
www.mailstoreaustin.comMon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.,

Sat. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
The Mail Shop and Gift Store, run by 
Marcia Stokes, is a one-stop-shop filled 
with trinkets, gizmos and doodads, 
most of which cost less than $25. Best 
of all, if a gift it headed out-of-town, the 
shop doubles as a mail store.Stokes said a popular piece this season 

is the glass birdbath ($35), which 
can be perched atop various stands 
($20–$25). Other items for sale include 
a line of aprons with comical phrases 
($20), crosses ($5–$25), wine koozies, 
known as woozies ($7.95–$8.95), 
and small, multipurpose glass dishes 
($6.50–$9.95). For children, Stokes 

mostly in Mexico, and its embel-
lished chaps ($350–$500).

carries kaleidoscopes ($10) and 
a line of wheeled animal bags 
that can double as back-packs ($25). 

Wonkos’ board game wall features 
popular European games such as “Settlers of Catan” ($42) and games that require 

the store has a line of dog T-shirts, 
including a tie-dyed “Keep Aus-
tin Weird” tee ($20–$25).
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For the cowboy or girl

For people with a lot of gifts to buy 

For the dog lover

For the inner child (or geek)
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stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care

Does your baby?
Backed by the largest neonatal 

intensive care service in the region, 
more moms choose St. David’s 
hospitals than any other health 

system in Central Texas. Join the 
thousands of mothers and babies 
that make us the preferred place 

to have a baby in Travis, Williamson 
and Hays counties. Make 
sure you and your baby 

have a St. David’s doctor.
 

If you need help choosing a 
physician, our free physician 

referral service can help you �nd 
an obstetrician and pediatrician in 

Travis, Williamson, and Hays 
counties to meet your family’s needs.

Visit our website at stdavids.com or 
call 512.478.DOCS (3627)

Do you have a St. David’s doctor?

ST. DAVID’S HEALTHCARE INCLUDES: 
ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S WOMEN’S CENTER OF TEXAS AT ST. DAVID’S NORTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER

ST. DAVID’S ROUND ROCK MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S  GEORGETOWN HOSPITAL, A ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER FACILITY
ST. DAVID’S SOUTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER | HEART HOSPITAL OF AUSTIN, A CAMPUS OF ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER

1038_11_OB_HC_10.75x13-HR.pdf   1   6/9/11   4:09 PM
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Right now, I am in the 
process of buying a house, 
which I will move into at 
the end of this year. When 
buying a house, there are 
a lot of things to consider: 
location, floor plan, build-

ers, colors—the list could go on and on. 
I looked in and around Northwest Aus-

tin, and one thing I took into consideration 
were school districts and schools. Even 
though I do not have children yet, it is still 
an important detail when making such a 
huge decision. 

Unfortunately, even when you find a 
good school district and a good set of 
schools, things could change dramatically 
by the time your children go through the 
system. 

In North Austin—including west, central 
and east—some Austin ISD schools are full 
beyond capacity. Some students are going 
through school never learning within the 
confines of an actual school building; they 
have been in portable buildings their entire 
school career.

While AISD has not reached a perma-
nent solution, the district is trying to find 
a short-term arrangement that would ease 
the overcrowding situation. Our top cover 
story this month addresses just that.

I hope parents whose children will be 
affected by the overcrowding will pay close 
attention to this article and be present at 
the upcoming meetings to provide input. 
The crisis is not going away. Our children 
need the best education possible; this is our 
future.

Katherine Kennedy
kkennedy@impactnews.com

General Manager’s Note  

Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/northwest-austin.

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_nwa

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-nwa

September employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.4%
Up from 7.3% in August

State unemployment—8.5%*, **
No change from August

National unemployment—9.1%*
No change from August

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the government sec-
tor added 5,300 jobs; mining, logging and construction 
added 2,000 jobs; trade, transportation and utilities lost 
1,800 jobs; and manufacturing lost 200 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data
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Reader Feedback
Would you vote to change the Austin City Council 
general election from May to November?

Yes

93%
No 

7%

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 10/28/11–11/15/11

Spicewood Golf Course faces 
permanent closure
more.impactnews.com/15485

“It may be time to give a long, hard look at golf courses in 
general. They’re a major user of water, and water’s rapidly 
becoming a serious issue for central Texas. If any course 
isn’t pulling its own weight anyhow, it’s probably time to 
seriously consider closing it …” 

—John

“Golf has benefits beyond recreation. It is important to the 
culture of a community. It is much the same as the arts are 
to a community.”

—Terry

(512) 222-0000

Sukanya Burugu, M.D.
Board Certi� ed in
Internal Medicine

Donna Prokop-Fettig, PA-C
Board Certi� ed

Physician Assistant

5301 W. Duval Rd., Suite A500 • (Intersection of Duval Rd. and Angus) • www.myaustindoc.com

Parmer Lane
Preschool

$50 OFF/ mo
For First 3 Months

(512) 814-KIDS    •    parmerlanepreschool.com    •    Children 18 Months - 6 Years
(512) 814-5437 • 12410 Tomanet Trail • Austin, TX 78758 (Near Parmer and Mopac)

• Montessori-style education with
   Home-style care
•  As low as $549 a month per
   child

Just mention the Community Impact 
Paper. Offer expires Jan. 5th, 2012.
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regeneration, repair and function. 
Solutions include prolotherapy, platelet-
rich plasma, diagnostic ultrasound, 
epidural steroid injections, physical 
therapy and acupuncture. 614-3300,  
www.charmaustin.com

10 Mark Onderko opened FirstLight 
HomeCare on Nov. 1 at 11615 Angus 
Road, Ste. 109, providing personalized 
companionship and dementia care to 
seniors, people with disabilities and new 
mothers. The in-home care franchise also 
provides a 24-hour emergency response 
system, medication pick-up reminders and 
live-in services. 276-2135,  
www.austin.firstlighthomecare.com

11  Roger and Rosie Hayer opened a 
second location of Naan Stop, a grocery 
store that carries foods from the Indian 
and Mediterranean regions. The store 
opened Oct. 2 at 11331 N. Lamar Blvd.,  
Ste. H. The original location is at Seventh 
Street and Red River Street in Central 
Austin where the couple also has a food 
truck. 537-2662

12  On Nov. 5, Orvis opened a retail 
location in the Arboretum at 10000 
Research Blvd., Ste. B04B. The shop sells 
men’s and women’s apparel, including 
sweaters and jackets, and apparel and gear 
for fly-fishing and bird hunting. Orvis is 
the oldest catalog company in the United 
States. 795-8004, www.orvis.com/austin

13 Sears Outlet opened in early October 
in the Anderson Arbor Shopping Center, 
13435 US N. 183, Ste. 101. Sears Outlet 
carries discontinued, overflow and 
overstock items from Sears stores at 
discounted prices. The outlets primarily 
carry home appliances, including 
dishwashers and refrigerators. 257-0865, 
www.searsoutlet.com

14  Austin Shoe Fitters Inc. opened a 
second Austin location at Lakeline Mall, 
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. D01A, 
Cedar Park. The full-service sit-and-fit 
shoe store celebrated its grand opening 
Oct. 15. Austin Shoe Fitters Inc. specializes 
in brand-name comfort shoes. 996-9304, 
www.theshoeplanet.com

Ricardo Jimenez and Juan Fernandez 
started sales of Plushkies, stuffed 
characters in the shape of countries, at the 
end of October. As of now, Plushkies come 
in the shape of four countries—the United 
States, Mexico, Italy and China—but the 
duo has plans to add more countries soon. 
The pair run the business out of Jimenez’s 
home near the Arboretum. Plushkies are 
available at www.amazon.com and at 
Extraordinaire, 500 N. Lamar Blvd.  
919-452-5544, www.plushkies.com

 

Now Open

1  Chiropractors Princely and Eromata 
Ebwe opened VOI Health Centers on  
Oct. 12 at 8716 N. MoPac, Ste. 340. The 
Ebwes offer chiropractic services, physical 
therapy and customized wellness plans to 
promote a healthier lifestyle. The Ebwes 
also make house calls for adjustments.  
919-4204, www.voihealthcenters.com

2  National retailer BuyBacks 
Entertainment opened its second Austin 
location Oct. 12 at 2510 W. Parmer Lane 
in the former Blockbuster store. BuyBacks 
specializes in buying and selling used 
movies in DVD, Blu-ray and VHS formats, 
as well as video games and CDs. 388-3600, 
www.yourbuybacks.com

3  Youssef Dandachli opened The Juice 
Spot on Oct. 17 at 12400 N. I-35, Ste. 121. 
The juice bar features fresh juices and 
smoothies with flavors such as papaya, 
blueberry, grapefruit, beet, spinach and 
cucumber. Dandachli also offers power 
smoothies with almond butter and 
proteins. 832-5533,  
www.austinjuicespot.com

4  Rock Bottom Smokes opened  
Nov. 1 in the Lake Creek Square shopping 
center, 12129 N. RM 620, Ste. 501. The 
roll-your-own tobacco shop is owned by 
John Charlton and offers tobaccos without 
chemicals or preservatives. The machines 
at Rock Bottom Smokes produce a carton 
in less than eight minutes. The shop also 
sells cigars and smoking accessories.  
373-3414, www.rockbottomsmokes.com

5  Ultimate Eye Care opened its second 
location Nov. 1 in MoPac Crossing, 2500 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 120. Jerry Brinegar 
provides eye exams, glasses and contact 
lens fittings, glaucoma testing and pre- and 
post-operation care for LASIK patients. 
He also offers testing and corrective lenses 
for dyslexia and color deficiency. 388-3937, 
www.ultimateeyecare.com

6  Ageless Men’s Health opened Nov. 21 
in the Anderson Arbor Shopping Center, 
13435 N. US 183, Ste. 302. The testosterone 
replacement center treats men with low 
levels of testosterone through injections 
of synthetic hormones. This is the 15th 
Ageless Men’s Health in the United States, 
and the first in Texas. The company is 

based in Memphis, Tenn. 250-5300,  
www.agelessmenshealth.com

7  Adam Neziri and Jack Hoti opened 
Prima Pizza Pasta on Oct. 27 in McNeil 
Crossing shopping center, 6001  
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 440. On the menu is 
New York–style pizza, sold by the slice for 
dine-in or to-go. Full pie options include 
BBQ chicken, Neapolitan and Philly 
cheesesteak. Customers may also order 
spaghetti, lasagna or manicotti. 258-5700

8  Parmer Lane Preschool opened  
Sept. 19 near the intersection of Parmer 
Lane and MoPac. The preschool accepts 
children ages 18 months to 7 years. Reema 
Raj is the owner and has 20 years of 
experience in preschool care and teaching. 
The school has an outdoor playground 
and is open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., but will 
accommodate parents’ schedules.  
814-5437,  www.parmerlanepreschool.com

9  David Harris opened Center for 
Healing and Regenerative Medicine 
(CHARM) on Aug. 1. CHARM is located 
at 7307 Creekbluff Drive and provides 
therapeutic solutions to promote tissue 

IMPACTS

Lakeline Blvd.

Rundberg Ln.

Rutland Dr.

Kramer Ln.

Braker Ln.

Anderson Mill Rd.

O
ak

 K
no

ll D
r.

                            Pond S
prings R

d.

Far West Blvd.

Stonelake 
Blvd.

B
ur

ne
t R

d.

183

Map not to scale

45
TOLL

1
TOLL

183A
TOLL

2222

 

 

 

      
   M

cNeil Dr. 

 

 

                          Howard Ln.            
Wells Branch Pkwy. 

Anderson Ln.

MoPac
35

Payton Gin Rd.

Jollyville 

Rd.

 

 

          Jo
llyville R

d.

M
es

a 
D

r.

Research Blvd.

Great Hills 
Trail

Lakewood 
Dr.

Creekbluff 
Dr.

Owen-Tech 
Blvd.

MoPac
Parmer Ln.

Duval Rd.

Steck Ave.

M
et

ric
 B

lv
d.

GracyFarms Ln.

Lakeline Mall Dr.

Riata Trace 
Pkwy.

Lake
Creek Pkwy.

Greystone Dr.

183

Riata Vista 
Cir.

360

Adelphi 
Ln.

A
m

he
rs

t D
r.

To
m

an
et

 
Tr

ai
l

D
om

ai
n 

D
r.

6

16

24

20

8

14

12

3

1

21

15

11

17

23

22

13

7

4

18

19

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d.

Rockwood 
Ln.

Cap
ita

l o
f T

ex
as

 H
wy.

10

Angus Rd.

Pecan Park 
Blvd.

Oak Creek Dr.

620

35

9

5
2

Spicew
ood Springs Rd.



impactnews.com • November 2011 | NEWS | 5

Coming Soon

15  A more casual version of restaurant 
and bar Cover 3 is slated to open by the 
end of February in the former Hooters 
restaurant at 13701 Research Blvd. The 
5,500-square-foot restaurant, Cover 2, will 
be run by Matt Dodson and Doug Young, 
who own Cover 3, located at 2700  
W. Anderson Lane. Cover 2 will serve 
wings, flatbread sandwiches and salads. 
www.cover-3.com

16  Yunhui Lee is opening an Asian 
grocery store by mid-December at 1700  
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 100, the former 
location of Hong Kong Market. Hana 
World Market will have grocery items 
as well as a food court offering Chinese, 
Korean, Japanese and Vietnamese cuisine.  
832-6606

17  Crystal Bridges is planning to open 
Luxe Body Spa inside Jamila Salon and 
Suites, 7817 Rockwood Lane, in January. 
Bridges will offer body contouring, a non-
invasive laser treatment to melt fat cells, 
and microdermabrasion, which removes 
the top layer of skin with small crystals. 
www.luxebodyspa.com

Relocations

18  Baylor University is moving 
its Executive Master of Business 
Administration program from Freescale 
Semiconductor’s property at 7700 W. 
Parmer Lane to the Oak Creek Plaza, 3107 
Oak Creek Drive. The new facility will 
have student workspaces, a lounge, two 
classrooms and offices. The campus opens 
for the spring semester Jan. 5. 996-4095, 
www.baylor.edu/austinemba

Expansions

19  Noble Pig, 11815 N. RM 620, Ste. 4, 
expanded its sandwich shop in November 
by adding a delicatessen and charcuterie in 
Suite 3. Owner John Bates said customers 
can now purchase cured meats such 
as bacon and duck pastrami as well as 
specialty cheeses and breads. Noble Pig 

opened in September 2010 and is known 
for its pork-inspired menu. 382-6248,  
www.noblepigaustin.com

20 Reach Church, which holds services at 
Williamson Square, 10700 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 150, has also leased Suite 140 
and opened a café and youth group space 
for youths up to 18 years of age. The café 
serves food before and after services on 
Sunday and Wednesday. 219-1119,  
www.reachaustin.com

Under Construction

21  A Sleep Inn hotel is under 
construction at 14004 Owen-Tech Blvd., 
located off I-35. The hotel will open in 
March or early April and will have 55 
rooms, an indoor pool, breakfast area 
and meeting room. The hotel is owned by 
Austin-based Telmont Inc. 

22 Kublai Khan Crazy Mongolian Stir 
Fry, a Houston-based Mongolian barbecue 
restaurant, is building its first Austin 
location in the Tech Ridge shopping center, 
12901 N. I-35, Ste. 1200. Customers are 
able to choose their own meats, sauces, 
spices and vegetables for a custom stir-fry 
meal. www.kublaikhanstirfry.com

Name Change

23 Brian O’Neill, who bought Mirabelle 
Restaurant, located at 8127 Mesa Drive, 
Ste. A100, in October, renamed the eatery 
Bistrot Mirabelle on Nov. 8. The new 
French-inspired menu includes escargot, 
bouillabaisse and croque-monsieur. 
346-7900, www.bistrotmirabelle.com

In the News

24 South University opened an Austin 
campus at 7700 W. Parmer Lane, Bldg. A., 
on Nov. 10. The university offers degrees 
in the information technology and health 
care management fields, among others. 
South University’s 59,000-square-foot 
facility includes classrooms, a computer 
lab, library and offices. 877-659-5706,  
www.southuniversity.edu/austin

Prima Pizza Pasta co-owner Adam Neziri holds up a pizza topped with half-veggie, half-salad pizza. The 
restaurant offers by-the-slice and dine-in options.

7

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
m

y 
D

ei
s

Austin’s first Kublai Khan Crazy Mongolian Stir 
Fry & Sushi Bar is under construction at the Tech 
Ridge shopping center.

Jef Fair is the store manager at Orvis’ new retail 
location in the Arboretum. Orvis is the oldest cata-
log company in the United States.

2212

Youssef Dandachli opened The Juice Spot, which 
features fresh juices and smoothies with carrot, 
papaya, mango, beet, ginger, mint and spinach. 

3
Princely and Eromata Ebwe opened VOI Health 
Centers and offer chiropractic services. They have 
two sons, Admiel and Jaediel.

1

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Parm
er Ln.

McNeil Dr.

TWO LOCATIONS: 6th & Trinity • 6301 W PARMER LN • AUSTIN, TX • 512.722.6353SUN-THURS 11AM-10PM • FRI & SAT 11AM-12AM 

MONDAY
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY

TUESDAY-FRIDAY
HAPPY HOUR 2-7PM 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
BRUNCH 11-4

TUESDAY
KIDS EAT FREE

STARBUCKS
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CALENDAR

have children on free or reduced lunch. 
Those families are given vouchers to receive 
a Christmas box with a traditional holiday 
meal, including a frozen turkey, canned goods, 
milk, pie and bread. The pickup location in 
Northwest Austin is at Lanier High School. To 
volunteer, email cbalderrama@cisaustin.org.  
10 a.m.–noon • Free • 1201 Payton Gin Road  
251-4800 
www.celebrationoflove.org/events.shtml

 

14–24 Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
For its 36th season, the Armadillo Christmas 
Bazaar features work from more than 160 
artists and artisans, live music, drinks and 
food. • 11 a.m.–11 p.m • $5 Mon.–Fri. (before 
7 p.m.); $8 Sat.–Sun., Mon.–Fri. (after 7 p.m.); 
free (children 12 and younger) • Palmer Events 
Center, 900 Barton Springs Road • 447-1605 
www.armadillobazaar.com

Dec. 15
By Sara Behunek

The National Council of Jewish Women hosts its annual Chanukah party Dec. 15 at 7 p.m., 
five sundowns before Chanukah formally begins. 

“For us, it’s less about lighting the menorah and more about giving to charity,” said event 
organizer and council member Debbie Foreman. 

The council has held a Chanukah party for more than 20 years, but this is the first year 
that donations will go to LifeWorks, a local nonprofit organization that provides support 
services, including housing and counseling, to youths and families. 

The event will take place at 5010 North Rim Drive and will include a presentation from 
Andrea Abel, food columnist for The Jewish Outlook and the Austin American-Statesman. 
Abel will talk about “eating Jewishly” and will provide samples of traditional Jewish cuisine 
prepared from local ingredients as well as samples prepared with non-local ingredients for 
attendees to compare. 

Participation is free, but attendees are asked to bring a gift to be donated to LifeWorks. A 
list of donation items will be emailed upong RSVP. Attendees must RSVP to  
web@ncjwaustin.org by Dec. 13. For more information, call 372-8214 or go to  
www.ncjwaustin.org.
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For more than 20 years, the National Council of Jewish Women Austin section has hosted a Chanu-
kah party and gathered items to be donated to a local charity. Above is the spread from last year. 

National Council of Jewish Women Chanukah party2 Holiday tree lighting and Santa’s 
workshop
The City of Cedar Park presents its annual 
holiday tree lighting and Santa’s workshop. 
More than 50,000 lights illuminate a 400-year-
old live oak tree in Heritage Oak Park. Other 
entertainment includes live music, arts and 
crafts, carriage rides, games, prizes and food 
concessions. Photos with Santa and in a snow 
globe are available for $3 each. • 6–9 p.m. 
Free • Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway, 
Cedar Park • 401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

Austin Symphonic Band 
The Austin Symphonic Band, the official band 
of the City of Austin, commemorates the 70th 
anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor with 
a special performance. • 8 p.m. • $10 (adult), 
$6 (students, seniors), free (World War II 
veterans) • Bethany Lutheran Church, 3701  
W. Slaughter Lane • 345-7420  
www.austinsymphonicband.org 

3 Holiday in the Park 
Westwood Air Force Junior ROTC Booster 
Club hosts a holiday party at Harper Park with 
children’s games, a moonwalk, arts and crafts 
and pictures with Santa Claus. Seasonal items 
are also for sale. • 1–4 p.m. Free • Harper 
Park, Lake Creek Parkway and Dearbrook Trail 
779-3994 • www.amld.org 
 
Holiday potluck 
The Gracywoods Neighborhood Association 
hosts a holiday potluck for neighbors and 
members of the church. Attendees are asked 
to bring a dish to share. • 6:30 p.m. • Free  
St. Albert Catholic Church, 12041 Bittern 
Hollow • 837-7825 • www.gracywoods.com 
 
Tips for your trees
Matthew Tobola from Bartlett Tree Experts 
provides advice on how to help trees survive 
the winter and current drought conditions. 
Coffee and doughnuts are provided.  
10 a.m.–noon • Free • Anderson Mill 
Community Center, 11500 El Salido Parkway 
258-4104 • www.amld.org

Holiday Sing-Along and Downtown Stroll 
Hosted by the Downtown Austin Alliance, the 
annual event features marching bands, the 
Austin Bike Zoo and roving performances of 
stilt walkers and mimes. At 6 p.m., KUT’s John 
Aielli starts the sing-along of holiday carols 
followed by the lighting of the Capitol tree at  
7 p.m. Afterward, stroll down Congress 
Avenue. • Free • 6–9 p.m. • 11th Street and 
Congress Avenue • 469-0476  
www.downtownaustinholidays.com 

4 ‘The Story’
Bible stories from Genesis to Revelation 
and classic Christmas carols are performed 
by Steven Curtis Chapman, Newsboys, 
Francesca Battistelli and more. A meet 
and greet with special guest Max Lucado, 
performers along with writer and producer 
Bernie Herms takes place before the concert.  
7 p.m. • $40–$55 (general seating), $80 (VIP, 
includes meet and greet) • Shoreline Church, 
15201 Burnet Road • 310-2244  
www.imgconcerts.com, www.shoreline.net

9–11, 16–18 Austin City Ballet’s 
‘Nutcracker’
The Austin City Ballet, composed primarily 
of dancers ages 8 to 18, performs an original 
adaptation of a Christmas classic for the 11th 
consecutive year. Guest dancer Todd Fox from 
Miami plays the Nutcracker Prince. Tickets 
purchased by credit card must be bought over 
the phone at 496-5937. • 7:30 p.m. (Dec. 9, 
10, 16, 17), 2:30 p.m. (Dec. 10, 11, 17, 18)  
$22 (age 13 and older), $17 (children ages 3 
to 12) • Dougherty Arts Center Theatre, 1110 
Barton Springs Road • 496-5937  
www.austin-conservatory-arts.com

10 Celebration of Love Outreach
The Celebration of Love Outreach program 
provides food and toys for Christmas to needy 
families throughout Central Texas during 
the holiday season. The program contacts 
school districts to determine families who 

November
24 WilCo Commissioners event
Lisa Birkman and Valerie Covey host an 
open house with staff from several county 
departments who are available to answer 
questions from the public. The Williamson 
County Regional Animal Shelter has pets for 
adoption at the event. Light refreshments 
are served. • 6–7:30 p.m. • Brushy Creek 
Community Center, 16318 Great Oaks Drive, 
Round Rock • www.wilco.org

Worth the Trip
26–27 Makers and Bakers Holiday 
Bazaar: A Steampunk Christmas
The second annual Makers and Bakers 
Holiday Bazaar: A Steampunk Christmas at 
Community Renaissance Market features 
unique jewelry, clothing, toys and art. Many of 
the items are refashioned. The event includes 
live music, interactive play areas, holiday 
carolers, themed performers and food from 
local food carts and bakers. • 10 a.m.–8 p.m.  
Free • Community Renaissance Market,  
6800 West Gate Blvd. • 943-2772  
www.communityrenaissancemarket.com 

27 Chess club gathering
This ongoing event hosted each Saturday at 
the Austin Public Library Spicewood Springs 
branch is open to players of all levels age 8 
and older. Affiliated with the United States 
Chess Federation, the club is designed for 
participants who wish to become tournament 
players. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own chessboard and pieces. • 1– 
2:30 p.m. • Free • 8637 Spicewood Springs 
Road • 974-3800 • www.cityofaustin.org/library

29 Pajama story time
The Wells Branch Community Library hosts 
a free story time for children. Attendees are 
encouraged to arrive in their pajamas.  
7 p.m. • Free • Wells Branch Community 
Library, 15001 Wells Port Drive • 989-3188 
www.wblibrary.org

Career fair 
MadeInAustin is a semiannual career fair 
created by Campus2Careers, Capital 
Factory and Austin Startup Week to connect 
technology companies and startups 
headquartered in Central Texas with students 
and recent graduates. 6-8 p.m. • Free  
AT&T Executive Education and Conference 
Center, 1900 University Ave. • 404-1900,   
354-7690 • www.madeinaustin.org

December
1 Influencing community opinion
As part of the Concordia University speaker 
series, John Garrett, CEO and founder of 
Community Impact Newspaper, and Arnold 
Garcia, editorial page editor at the Austin 
American-Statesman, talk about influencing 
community opinion. • 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Free • Concordia University auditorium, 11400 
Concordia University Drive, Bldg. A  
313-5302 • www.concordia.edu/speakerseries

2–17 ‘It’s a Wonderful Life: Live Radio 
Show’
Step back to Christmas Eve 1946, and 
relive the majic as members of the WBFR 
radio station come together for a live radio 
performance of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” • 8– 
10 p.m. • $20 (regular), $18 (students/seniors), 
$25 (opening night) Friar Tuck’s Pantry, 
204 E. Main St., Round Rock • 850-4849 
www.penfoldtheatre.org/about/12season/
wonderful_life
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Sponsored by

Recent highlights

Students volunteered at an area nursing home 
for Concordia University Texas’ fifth annual 
Service Learning Week on Oct. 30–Nov. 5.  
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Circle Brewing Company owners Jud Mulherin 
(left) and Ben Sabel are seen in their Halloween 
costumes at the brewery’s open house and tour 
Oct. 29.
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Lanier High School Principal Katherine Ryan 
commemorates the school’s first principal, 
Fred Matthys, at the school’s 50th anniversary 
celebration Nov. 12. 
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(From left) Robyn Sperling, Robyn Shapiro, 
Robin Davis and Cindy Pinto are seen at the 
Austin Jewish Book Fair, which took place  
Oct. 3–12.
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Emergency medical technicians stopped by 
an Austin Night Out block party hosted by the 
Walnut Crossing Neighborhood Association on 
Oct. 4.
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Community meetings

November
23 North Shoal Creek Neighborhood 
Association
General meeting • 6:30–8 p.m. 
Pillow Elementary School, 3025 Cross Creek 
Drive • www.nscna.org

December
5 Walnut Creek Neighborhood 
Association
General meeting • 6:30 p.m. • Coffee A Deli, 
11800 N. Lamar Blvd. • www.main.org/wcna

8 Anderson Mill Limited District
Board of directors meeting • 7:30 p.m. 
Anderson Mill Limited District Community 
Center, 11500 El Salido Parkway 
www.amld.org

14 Balcones Village/Spicewood 
Homeowners Association
General meeting • 7 p.m. • Balcones Country 
Club, 8600 Balcones Club Drive 
www.bvshoa.com

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Online Calendar
LAKELINE MALL

Located at the intersection of US 183 and RR 620 in the northwest section of Austin, Texas. 

Shopping Line  512.257.7467

BARTON CREEK SQUARE
Located at the intersection of Loop 1 and Highway 360, within 5 miles of downtown.

Shopping Line  512.327.7040 

®

®

FOR BLACK FRIDAY WEEKEND HOURS
LAKELINE MALL - TEXT EARLY74 TO 74666.

BARTON CREEK SQUARE - TEXT EARLY9 TO 74666.
STANDARD TEXT AND DATA RATES MAY APPLY.

 

15 Barnes & Noble book signing
Local authors Lynne and Jim Weber sign 
copies of their book “Nature Watch Austin: 
Guide to the Seasons in an Urban Wildland,” 
which provides an introduction and guide to 
some of the natural events that define Austin’s 
seasons. • 6 p.m. • Free • Barnes & Noble, 
10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 158 • 418-8985 
www.barnesandnoble.com
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OPEN 
DECEMBER 5, 2011!
River Place Blvd & 2222

Monday, deceMber 5 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS
 
Tuesday, deceMber 6
11a-1p    We know you’re busy so swing by 

for a quick lunch on us provided by 
Thundercloud Subs. 
(While subs last) 

Wednesday, deceMber 7
9a-6p    Try your luck at Plinko for great prizes  

and local gift cards!

Thursday, deceMber 8
Bring in today’s ad from Four Points News to claim 
a coupon for a free Hey Cupcake! cupcake or a 
Thundercloud Subs $5 gift card.  
(While supplies last and no copies, please)

Friday, deceMber 9
4p    Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
 
saTurday, deceMber 10
9a-2p    Bring the kids by to spin the Prize Wheel 

for great prizes and local gift cards.
10a-1p  Protect Yourself: Participate in  

our Shred Day! 
Bring a maximum of two boxes containing 
personal and confidential information to 
have shredded on the spot at no charge.  
(Shred services provided by Iron Mountain.  
Boxes must be no larger than approximately  
10 x 12 x 15".)

CELEBRATE WITH US DECEMBER 5-10

sWeeT TreaTs aLL WeeK (While they last!)

Monday - Thursday 
9-11a     Goodies from Rise & Shine Bakery
1-2:30p Free cupcake from Hey Cupcake!
9a-6p      Cold ice cream and hot cappuccino  

in the lobby

Friday 
9-11a     Goodies from Rise & Shine Bakery
3:30-5p Free cupcake from Hey Cupcake!
9a-6p  Cold ice cream and hot cappuccino  

in the lobby

saTurday 
9-11a     Goodies from Rise & Shine Bakery
12-1:30p Free cupcake from Hey Cupcake!
9a-6p  Cold ice cream and hot cappuccino  

in the lobby

be smart. bank smart.

512.435.4545
800.531.2328

www.UHCU.ORg

River Place
10815 Ranch Rd 2222

Austin, TX 78730

Lobby 
M-F  9AM - 6PM
Sat    9AM - 2PM

Drive-Thru 
M-F  7AM - 7PM
Sat    9AM - 2PM

Mobile Banking & App
Safe Deposit Boxes
Great Rates
Free Cappuccino!

ENTER fOR 
A CHANCE 

TO WIN! 

16GB Apple iPad2  
with Wifi 

 

Dinner & Shopping 
valued at $500: 

An Evening of Food, 
Drink & Entertainment 

provided by 
Steiner Ranch 

Steakhouse 
&

$200 UT Club 
Pro Shop Gift Card

Drawings open through January 14.  
Must be at least 18 years old to enter. 

One entry per person. Employee, Employee 
household and Board Member accounts are 

not eligible. Chance of winning based on 
number of entries received. Each entry is 

eligible for one prize.
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model BAD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a�  ect -� nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $2,887 + 1st payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly payments of $219, -� nal pymt 
/ residual = $12,927. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24,861. Stk# Z6212. 2-Volvo - Disclaimer - Lease o� er with approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $0 total due at inception (no sec. 
dep. or TT&L required). 1st mo. payment courtesy of Volvo. 36 monthly payments of $399. Final payment / residual = $19,747. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3347. *Please visit 
www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan excludes tires. O� ers end 11-30-11.  3-Saab - MSRP $34,670 - $10,000 Roger 
Beasley discount - $2000 Saab Owner Loyalty Bonus = $22,670 +TT&L. Stk# Y2222.  Vehicle must be 1995 or new Saab to qualify for Saab Owner Loyalty Bonus. 4-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi 
Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with cargo mat and Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,475. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $2,694 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option 
at lease end for $19,697. 41 monthly payments of $399. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some 
� nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 11-30-11.  

2012 Volvo S60 T5

 $399mo 2

Sign & Drive!

Any new in-stock Saab 9-3

2

b 9-3b 9-3

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Premium

$219mo 1

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro

$399mo4

+ 1st payment total due at inception no sec dep required 36 monthly payments of $219 -�nal pymt

$7,000
$2,000

OFF MSRP4   +
Owner Loyalty 
Bonus

NEWS REPORT

By Bobby Longoria
Austin City Council has passed  

a resolution that may soon make smart-
phone technology available to city 
residents who want to voluntarily report 
violations of handicap parking spaces as 
they see it occur.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell hosted a news 
conference Oct. 18, along with City 
Council members Chris Riley and Mike 
Martinez plus Precinct 5 Constable 
Bruce Elfant, to outline the need for the 
smartphone application.

“This is the next step in improving 
enforceability by having more eyes on 
the street,” Leffingwell said. “I hope it 
will be successful, and I feel confident 
the council will approve it.”

Elfant said that since 1995, the county 
has written on average about 1,200 park-
ing violation citations per year for people 
who do not have a disability but take up 
a handicap parking space.

In the downtown area alone, a study 
conducted by Travis County found that  
65 percent of handicap placards were 
being used by people that were not 
assigned them. Elfant said this amounted 
to $500,000 in fine revenue being lost 
every year.

“I can’t help but think that there is 
some solution that does involve the use 
of smartphone technology, putting those 
powers in the hands of citizens and 
enabling them to help the city extend 
its reach to do a better job of enforcing 
handicap parking restrictions,” Council-
man Chris Riley said.

The Americans with Disabilities Act 
was passed in 1991, and in 1995, cities 
and counties were authorized to begin 
citizen volunteer programs that trained 

Smartphone application enlisted to 
help control local parking violators

citizens how to report handicap parking 
violations.

The smartphone application would still 
require volunteers to sign a waiver and 
take a training class before their reports 
are deemed official.

“There really is no better enforce-
ment tool than our own citizens policing 
themselves,” Martinez said.

The application streamlines reporting 
efforts by allowing volunteers to take a pic-
ture of an offending vehicle’s license plates 
and the vehicle itself while it is parked in 
a handicap spot. The volunteer can then 
submit the information, which could be 
used in court against the violator.

“We have got to be way more aggres-
sive than we have been in enforcing 
handicap parking laws,” Elfant said. 
“Too many people with disabilities are 
unable to get access to public places.”

Tanya Winters, commissioner on the 
Mayor’s Committee for People with 
Disabilities, helped promote the effort 
to implement smartphone reporting 
technology.

Winters uses a wheelchair and said 
she has witnessed numerous handicap 
parking violations. By implementing 
the application, she said the community 
could help improve the quality of life for 
handicapped individuals.

“It is about access and respect,” Win-
ters said. “The key to making change is 
getting the community to not only see 
the problem, but participate in [prevent-
ing] the problem.”

City Council has directed City Man-
ager Marc Ott to return to the dais with a 
report regarding the application’s imple-
mentation by the end of January.

Absence of a placard on 
rearview mirror or dash

Currently, about 
30 city volunteers  
report 
1,200 to 1,500 tickets 
annually

TEXAS
AUS   TIN

Rear of car information:  
Make, model, license plate

The vehicle

Volunteers will be 
asked to take 
three photos:

1

2
3

From Precinct 5 Constable 
Bruce Elfant:

tickets issued at $50 each

tickets issued at $500 each

1996: 1,000

2011: 1,200 

= $50,000

= $600,000

Handicap parking ticket revenue

December 2nd, 2011

I’m running for

in the McDonald’s Lights of Love 5k
TeamRMHC
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council 
Dec. 8 and 15, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

CITY AND COUNTY

Travis County voters approve 
$215M in bond propositions

According to unofficial voting results, 
Travis County voters approved two bond 
propositions totaling $215 million in roads 
and parks improvements. 

Proposition 1 authorized $132.84 million 
for road drainage, bike lanes, sidewalks 
and replacement and improvement of road 
bridges. Voters supported the proposition 
by 59.44 percent to 40.56 percent.

Proposition 2 authorized $82.11 million 
for constructing and improving county 
parks and acquiring land. Voters sup-
ported the proposition 58.97 percent to 
41.03 percent.

About 49,666 votes were cast.

Austin

Town Lake Animal Center moves  
to new location in East Austin

The Town Lake Animal Center officially closed 
Nov. 9, and within days, most animals and equipment 
were moved to the new Austin Animal Center located 
in East Austin.

The new center opened Nov. 12 after a little more 
than a year of work, which began with the center’s 
ground breaking in May 2010. The new center is 
located at the Betty Dunkerley campus, west of U.S. 
183 at 7201 Levander Loop.

The $12 million shelter is 41,500 square feet, and 
features large kennels and interconnected yards for 
animal socialization. Cat accommodations include 
rooms with screened porches. The shelter was built fol-
lowing green construction practices.
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Austin Animal Center’s new building was designed and construct-
ed using environmentally friendly practices.  

Election results

Voters pass seven of 10 state amendments

Amendment 1 allows the surviving 
spouse of a total disabled veteran to pay 
less or no property taxes  
(82.88 percent approval)

Amendment 2 allows the Texas Water 
Development Board to issue up to  
$6 billion in general obligation bonds  
(51.51 percent approval) 

Amendment 3 allows the state to issue 
bonds to finance educational loans 
(54.54 percent approval)

Amendment 5 allows the Legislature 
to allow cities or counties to enter into 
interlocal contracts without imposing a 
tax or the provision of a sinking fund  
(57.78 percent approval)

Amendment 6 clarifies the permanent 
school fund and allows the General 
Land Office to distribute revenue from 
permanent school fund properties to the 
available school fund and to provide for 
an increase in the market value of the 
permanent school fund  
(51.59 percent approval)

Amendment 9 authorizes the governor 
to pardon someone who completes a 
term of deferred adjudication community 
supervision (57.32 percent approval)

Amendment 10 changes the length 
of the unexpired term that causes the 
automatic resignation of certain elected 
county or district officeholders if they 
become candidates for another office  
(55.94 percent approval) 

Amendment 4 allows counties to 
issue bonds to finance development 
or redevelopment of an unproductive, 
underdeveloped, or blighted area and 
pledge for repay bonds by raising taxes 
(59.69 percent against)

Amendment 7 authorizes the Legislature 
to permit conservation and reclamation 
districts in El Paso County to issue bonds 

supported by ad valorem taxes to fund 
the development and maintenance of 
parks and recreational facilities  
(51.67 percent against)

Amendment 8 provides appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes of open-space land 
devoted to water-stewardship purposes 
on the basis of its productive capacity  
(52.98 percent against)

Voters reject amendments 4, 7 and 8

Smoking ban may hit public parks
Austin City Council unanimously voted for City 

Manager Marc Ott to begin drafting a new policy that 
would ban Austin residents from smoking in pub-
lic parks. The ban would be in addition to the 2005 
ban placed on smoking in most indoor public places 
throughout Austin.

The proposed smoking prohibition addresses more 
of the danger smoking poses to igniting wildfires than 
the danger it poses as a health risk.

According to a draft of the resolution, 37,717 ciga-
rette butts have been collected from 38 Austin Parks 
and Recreation Department sites so far this year.

Ott’s office is in the process of developing the ordi-
nance and will present it to the Parks and Recreation 
Board on Dec. 6. 

Williamson County ESD No. 1 voters approve sales and use tax increase
In unofficial final election results, 83 percent of voters 

in Williamson County Emergency Services District  
No. 1 approved a 1 percent sales and use tax that would 
raise an additional $50,000 annually for the Jollyville 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Out of 590 votes, 426 voted in favor of the increase, and 
164 voted against, according to Williamson County.

Jollyville Volunteer Fire Department Chief John 
Kiracofe said the ESD asked voters to approve the 1 
percent tax because, with the annexations of Anderson 
Mill Municipal Utility District on Dec. 31, 2008, and the 
Springwood Municipal Utility District on Dec. 31, 2010, 
by the City of Austin, the district had lost more than half 
of its taxable properties.

ESD No. 1, which services approximately 10,000 
residents, collects 10 cents per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value—the maximum that the state allows an ESD 
to charge. This year, the district brought in $921,000 in 
tax revenue, more than $300,000 short of its operating 
budget. The deficit was the first in the district’s 18-year 
history.

The sales tax rate in ESD No. 1 is 7.25 percent. Of that, 
6.25 percent goes to the state. According to state law, the 
maximum sales tax rate is 8.25 percent.

The Jollyville Volunteer Fire Department is a combina-
tion department with both paid and volunteer firefighters. 
The majority of the additional revenue would go toward 
the department’s payroll, Kiracofe said.

Compiled by staff
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EDUCATION

By Christine Bolaños
Following controversy due to lack of 

communication and inconsistency in 
implementation, Round Rock ISD Super-
intendent Jesús Chávez rolled back the 
standards-based grading system (SBG) at 
two schools Nov. 7. 

Already in use at Northwest Austin’s 
Grisham Middle School, the system was 
recently implemented at Ridgeview Middle 
School and Round Rock High School as 
a way to increase commended rates and 
prepare students for the new State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness, or 
STAAR, which would reportedly be more 
challenging than the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS.

Trustees and parents agreed that SBG 
could hurt students more than help them 
without more time spent researching the 
system’s benefits.

“We are not ready for this. The teachers 
who aren’t ready for this are hurting our 
children,” trustee Terri Romere said at the 
RRISD board of trustees Oct. 20 regu-
lar meeting. “The research is good. The 
methods are good. The implementation is 
horrible.”

Romere said the board had not been 
informed about SBG until she asked that it 
be added to the Sept. 29 meeting agenda.

Her greatest concern, she said, was the 

RRISD drops new grading system at two schools
students who were challenged by school-
work prior to SBG implementation.

Rollback
A called board meeting Oct. 27 followed 

Chávez’s announcement, and parents filled 
the RRHS lecture hall.

“I think Dr. Chávez announcing that 
they’ll quit experimenting with SBG is 
great. They’ll go back to the great schools 
they were before all this,” parent Amber 
Schmitt said. 

In December, the district plans to estab-
lish a district-wide grading committee to 
address consistency in grading parameters 
to ensure uniformity across the district.

Schmitt, who founded www.rrisd 
concernedparents.com, which allows 
parents to voice their opinions of SBG, 
said she thinks parents still need to work 
to ensure that the school board comes 
up with a policy “that is consistent and 
equitable.”

RRISD Spokeswoman JoyLynn Occhi-
uzzi said SBG could be re-implemented 
in the future, but if it were, it would be a 
district-wide measure.

Why standards-based grading?
RRHS and Ridgeview officials used 

SBG to increase the rigor of assignments 
and tests so that students would be more 

competitive when it comes to going to col-
lege and starting a career. 

Ridgeview Principal Holly Galloway said 
an SBG pilot program launched for eighth-
grade students last school year following 
research, a seminar and book study. This 
school year, Ridgeview sixth- and seventh-
grade students were assessed under SBG.

RRHS Principal Natalie Nichols said 
that throughout SBG implementation at 
the school, the number of students tak-
ing benchmark tests has gone up, as have 
scores. She reported increased commended 
rates and an increased number of students 
passing.

At the Oct. 27 meeting, trustees and 
parents expressed concern that with the 
rollback of SBG, the rigor with which stu-
dents have been taught may be lost. 

Next steps
Parents worried that inconsistencies in 

grading may have caused an error in their 
child’s grade were urged to talk to their 
teacher and principal immediately. 

Trustees will have a workshop meeting 
Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss grading 
policy. The meeting will be held at the 
Round Rock High School lecture hall, 300 
Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock. 

Monica Collins, a Texas History teacher at 

Ridgeview Middle School who used SBG in 

her classes, said the 1–4 system, which has 

since been rolled back, had been used in the 

following way (example):

For more information visit impactnews.com

I can correctly explain the impact 
of European exploration in Texas 
and relate it to either a current 
event or another event. 

Mastery. I can always correctly 
explain the impact of European 
exploration in Texas. 

With some help, I can sometimes 
correctly explain the impact of 
European exploration in Texas.

Even with help, I frequently struggle 
to correctly explain the impact of 
European exploration in Texas. 

Even with help, no understanding 
or skill is demonstrated.

4

3

2

1

0

How standards-based  
grading worked

It’s Time for a Heart-to-Heart

You put your heart into everything you do. So why wait 

another day to talk to your doctor about heart health? 

Heart disease is the No. 1 killer of women in the U.S. 

That’s because women are less likely to experience the 

typical symptoms of heart disease, such as chest pain 

and left arm pain. As a result, it is often overlooked until 

there is a major event like a heart attack. Fortunately, 

heart disease is not only treatable, it’s preventable. 

Visit SetonHeart.com/women to take a simple risk 

assessment and learn more about preventing heart disease. 

For appointments, please call (512) 345-8888.

LEADERS AT HEART
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Santa’s Workshop,
Domain II across from Dillard’s 

Monday - Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 12:00 noon - 6:00 p.m. 

Enter the Cutest Santa Photo Contest
for a chance to win a prize package

worth more than $2,000.

Go to facebook.com/TheDomainAustin
for details.

Minutes from downtown of N. Mopac, exit Braker Lane or Burnet Road.
Shopping Line® 512.795.4230. 

DOM  santa ad 4.9:Layout 5  11/17/11  12:40 PM  Page 1

IT’S TIME TO 
LIVE UP TO
YOUR OWN
EXPECTATIONS.

PART-TIME BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE PROGRAMS AND YOUR
OWN DEGREE COACH.

APPLICATION DEADLINE DECEMBER 1
CALL 512.326.7000
OR VISIT WWW.STEDWARDS.EDU/COACH

Let St. Edward’s University help. Your 
Degree Coach will answer your questions, 
provide direction and keep you on track 
to fi nish that degree.
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EDUCATION

By Sara Behunek
Pearson, a London, England–based 

publisher and academic services pro-
vider with an office in North Austin, 
said it was looking to partner with 
local school districts to administer 
game-oriented tests. These tests, said 
Katie McClarty, senior researcher 
at Pearson, would better evaluate 
student comprehension and college 
preparedness.

“Although incorporating gaming 
into a statewide assessment may not 
come quickly given the challenge of 
appropriate technology access for 
our more than 4.8 million students 
in Texas, it could be something we 
could incorporate into the local 
level,” she said at the Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce’s State of Education 
luncheon Nov. 9, attended by Austin 
ISD Superintendent Meria Carstar-
phen, Round Rock ISD Superinten-
dent Jesús Chavez, representatives 
from the State Board of Education 
and trustees from nearly every local 
school district board.

According to a study presented to 
the Texas Legislature in 2008, only  
9 percent of Texas schools are 

Ed company seeking local school partnerships
Pearson: Tailored online tests provide better assessment of student aptitude

equipped to administer online 
standardized tests. The report, “An 
Evaluation of Districts’ Readiness 
for Online Testing,” was created in 
partnership with Pearson and other 
statewide education agencies. 

These so-called “next-gen assess-
ments” that Pearson is in the process 
of developing are interactive tests 
that combine traditional PC-gaming 
interfaces with problem solving. 
Through partnerships, the test 
questions can be tailored to specific 
curricula. 

“It’s difficult for our students to 
connect what they’re doing in the 
classroom and what they’re doing in 
real life,” McClarty said. “Games pro-
vide opportunity for more authentic 
and relevant assessment.”

Beyond the tests’ gaming charac-
teristics that would appeal to a new 
generation of students, the tests are 
able to better assess reading compre-
hension and other real-world skills 
than traditional paper tests, McClarty 
said. One project in the research-
and-development stage at Pearson is 
a game that requires two test takers 

to collaborate via instant message to 
solve a word problem, drawing upon 
the students’ reading, writing and 
problem-solving abilities.

 “[These are] key 21st century skills 
for success in a global economy,” 
McClarty said. 

The Pearson name is not new to 
local educators. The Texas Educa-
tion Agency contracted Pearson 
Education Solutions in 2001 to help 
develop, administer and score the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (TAKS), the standardized 
test that all Texas students take. In 
2009, the company was awarded a 
contract to develop the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness 
(STAAR), which replaces TAKS this 
year for some students and for all 
students the following year.

Pearson opened its Austin office 
at 905 W. Howard Lane in the Tech 
Ridge complex in 1999. The building 
houses a portion of the company’s 
assessment and information, scoring, 
test processing and content develop-
ment businesses and has 600 full-
time employees. 

Screen captures from a test developed by Pearson 
asks students to separate three substances from 
a solution using specific tools.
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(512) 997-HOME                 ufcu.org

Goodbye 
Apartment  
& Welcome  

To Your  
New Home

Low fixed rate, low down payment  
and no closing costs
Ready to stop writing rent checks and start living in your 
first home? It’s easy with UFCU’s First Time Homebuyers 
Program.  It comes with everything you need to “get 
moving.”

•  Low fixed rates - to make your payments affordable
•  No closing costs* - which can save you thousands  

of dollars
•  Down payments as low as 3.5%
•  Loans up to $275,000
•  Friendly mortgage experts who will help you each
 step of the way

Home prices are down, mortgage rates are amazingly  
low and there are a lot of nice homes available. Go to  
ufcu.org or call (512) 997-HOME for more details today. 
Then, start planning your house warming party.

* Certain restrictions and requirements apply. UFCU will pay all normal
 buyer’s closing costs including lender fees, third party fees and escrow
 items.  Program subject to change without notice.

Comm Impact10x6.04_11-11.indd   1 10/25/11   2:06 PM
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I 35 S @ Slaughter ● 512.291.5577    
 
N Mopac @ Parmer ● 512.835.5577 
 
www.texasmedclinic.com 

     

WWWEEE’’’RERERE   HHHEREEREERE   WWWHENHENHEN      
YYYOUOUOU   NNNEEDEEDEED   UUUSSS   FFFOROROR... ... ...                                                      

       stitches.         .   
AND ALL OF LIFE’S LITTLE EMERGENCIES 

Serving South Central Texas since 1982 

Urgent Care and Occupational Medicine 
Open 8am-11pm, Every Day 

 

No appointment needed 
Most insurance accepted 

Patient always treated by a physician 
Lower costs than hospitals and freestanding ERs 
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School, located at the intersection of North 
Lamar Boulevard and Rundberg Lane, has 
a permanent capacity of 556 students; this 
year, the school enrolls 1,104 students. In 
the area that Community Impact News-
paper defines as Northwest Austin, Cook 
Elementary School has 394 students more 
than permanent capacity, and McBee Ele-
mentary School has 180 more students. 

To provide short-term relief, AISD has 
relied heavily on portable, or modular, 
classrooms set up outside the main school 
building. These add-on facilities have 
become so prevalent that some students 
have spent their entire education in por-
table buildings, according to the district. 
And even with the portables, North Austin 
elementary schools continue to be over-
crowded by 226 students. 

The real problem, however, is that 
shared facilities, such as cafeterias, 
are unable to handle the glut of stu-
dents. At Barrington, some children 
eat lunch at 10 a.m. and others at  
1 p.m., according to the district. 

AISD identified overcrowding as one 
of the top priorities in its Facilities Master 
Plan, a new framework still in the revision 
stage that combines the district’s long-term 
student productivity goals with financial 
resources. 

The Facilities Master Plan includes over-
arching remedies for student underperfor-
mance and the inequitable distribution of 
resources. In addition to finding a lasting 
solution to overcrowding, the plan also 
calls for the creation of an in-district char-
ter school system in East Austin. The board 
is scheduled to vote on the plan Dec. 12. 

‘Grossly over-enrolled’
The growing overcrowding problem in 

North Austin elementary schools has been 
evident since the early 2000s. 

To address the issue, voters approved a 
$519.53 million bond package in 2004 and 
a $343.7 million program in 2008 to fund 
renovations and the construction of new 
schools, at least one of which was recom-
mended by a task force to be located in the 
North Austin area.

Although equipped with about  
$17 million from the 2004 bond pack-
age for that purpose, AISD had trouble 
acquiring land, AISD Spokeswoman Erin 
Moore said. 

In a major victory for the district, AISD 
finalized the purchase of 17.7 acres of land 
on Rock Hollow Lane near the intersection 
of East Rundberg Lane and North Creek 
Drive on Nov. 3. There, the district plans 
to build a new elementary school that will 
open fall 2013. 

“It has literally taken this whole time, 
from 2004 to now, just to get the land,” 
Moore said.

But even combined, Carstarphen’s plan 
and the new school will not be enough.

“We’re still going to be grossly over-
enrolled in north central [Austin],” Carstar-
phen said.

Moore said the district is considering 
using funds from the 2008 bond pack-
age to build another school in the area. 

A new reality
Lisa Hinely, an area resident who 

is working closely with the parents of 
affected Barrington students, said parents 
are primarily concerned about the trans-
portation of prekindergarten children, 
some of whom would have to be bused to 
Webb Middle School, located on St. John’s 
Avenue near I-35. 

“An awful lot of our parents have a one-
car household. If they have one, maybe dad 
took it to work, and mom has to use a bus 
or [carpool with] a friend. It’s important for 
[parents] to see how this is going to work 
out,” she said. 

Although far from ideal, the scenario is 
the best option the district has, Carstar-
phen said. 

In October, AISD presented three poten-
tial solutions to the community, each with 
a different arrangement to free up class-
room seats. The district used the feedback 
collected in a survey after the presentation 
to inform the solution that Carstarphen is 
recommending. 

That solution is identical to one of the 
original proposals—the one that received 
the highest approval from the community—
but adds transferring Barrington’s 84 prekin-
dergarten students who would not be zoned 

for Webb to Reilly Elementary School.
Carstarphen said she prefers the scenario 

that would transfer Barrington’s entire pre-
kindergarten class because it would free 
up more seats and relieve the school from 
providing a prekindergarten program alto-
gether.

“These are all just really short-term solu-
tions, but I know everyone is doing the best 
they can now,” Hinely said.

Andrea Leptinksy contributed to this report

Overcrowding
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

AISD invites feedback

AISD will hold a public hearing Nov. 28 from 6–8 p.m. for 
the community to voice their concerns about overcrowding. 
The location of the meeting is to be determined.

People wishing to speak will have two minutes to address 
AISD Superintendent Meria Carstarphen and district ad-
ministrators and board trustees in attendance. A translator 
will be provided for non-English speaking presenters and 
attendees.

For more information, go to www.austinisd.org/fmp/ 
community.

To download presentations from previous community 
meetings, go to www.austinisd.org/fmp/community/ 
past-meetings.

A rendering of the prekindergarten center that would be built at Dobie 
Middle School under AISD Superintendent Meria Carstarphen’s plan

North Austin school locations

Source: Austin ISD
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Our experts know FIT Matters.

5525 Burnet Rd.
(just south of Koenig Ln.)

Austin, TX  78756
512-459-7603   karavelshoes.com

ROUND ROCK

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790
(near Ikea in the University Oaks
Shopping Center)
Round Rock, TX  78665
512-610-3990
newbalanceroundrock.com

Two amazing
NEW BALANCE stores!

Austin’s Premier
New Balance Shop

We specialize in styles,
activities,

sizes & widths!

 Introducing the multi-color 890.

Add color to your life.

Our
experts
know
FIT

Matters.

AUSTIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
NORTHWEST BUSINESS COUNCIL

Promoting Business Issues City-Wide

The Area Business Councils provide a 
connection for Austin Chamber members 
to become involved and engaged in their 
geographical areas of town. The Chamber’s 
Business Councils allow members to work to 
solve challenges in the community, address 
issues relevant to business and work on projects 
by coming together for a larger purpose.

For More information:
www.austinchamber.com/membership/small-business-
development/business-councils.php
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ALLERGIES

INJURED 
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(X-RAY)

FEVER

RASH

When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!
Busy Families and Individuals:

•  See a friendly, qualifi ed medical 
provider – walk in TODAY!

•  Available days, evenings and 
weekends.

•  WAHOO!® – (Wait At Home Or 
Offi ce); we’ll call you to let you 
know when your exam room 
will be ready!

•  Most major insurance accepted, 
including Medicare and Medicaid; 
or a discount program is available 
for uninsured patients.

1-888-306-5311

Open 7 Days A Week;
Extended Hours

NextCareImpact.com

Get Vaccinated! Protect 
your family from the FLU.
Flu Shots Available At NextCare Today!*

(*Call ahead to confi rm vaccine availability. Stock may vary by location.)

AUSTIN (Pecan Park)
12701 FM 620 
AUSTIN
6001 W. William Cannon, Ste. 302 
ROUND ROCK 
1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
GEORGETOWN
900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 105
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EXPERTNeed a Dell laptop
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More than 150,000+ 
genuine Dell laptop parts
and accessories in stock &
parts include a 90 warranty.

Factory Refurbished Dell 
laptops starting at $199.
1 Year extended warranty
available.

We specialize exclusively
in Dell laptop repair. Flat
$100 labor fee can repair
your laptop drops or spills.

Dell Laptop Parts Dell Laptop RepairRefurbished Laptops
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2929 Longhorn Blvd, STE 101

Locally owned and operated since 2002

Student Discount

15%off
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dent ID

15% OFF  
Any Cosmetic Procedure 
when you bring in this ad 

November 1 – December 15, 2011

(If medically indicated. Not to be combined  
with any other offers or discounts, but may  
be combined with manufacturers discounts.)

Beauty
WeSee

Michael Coverman, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Allison Martin, PA-C   
Christi Gonzales, Licensed Aesthetician                                                             

Tammy Hunt, Licensed Aesthetician

345.9411 • laserskin.com

Trust. Experience.™
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Energy
Continued from | 1

Mountain Wind Farm, and the 
2005 purchase of 128 mega-
watts from a wind farm in Nolan 
County. 

Austin Energy is now focusing 
its wind contracts on Southeast 
Texas wind farms located along 
the Gulf Coast. 

Austin Energy General Man-
ager Larry Weis said coastal wind 
farms generate more electricity 
throughout the year because of 
the early winds that come over 
the coast in the morning and sus-
tained wind speeds throughout 
the year.

East Texas renewable energy 
generation is preferred over West 
Texas because electric transmis-
sion lines are less congested, 
Weis said. Austin Energy is even 
exploring off-shore wind farms, 
which are designed to handle 
winds of higher speeds and thus 
higher electric generation.

Local renewable efforts
On Oct. 1, all city buildings 

and facilities began running on 
GreenChoice, an Austin Energy 
electric plan that is supported 
solely by clean energy means. 
This achievement, and Austin’s 
burgeoning clean energy mar-
ket for businesses, led Leffin-
gwell to dub Austin the “Clean 
Energy Capital of the World” on  
Sept. 28.

Other Austin Energy renew-
able projects include the Web-
berville Solar Farm, which 
is located east of Austin on  
300 acres of land owned by the 
city. 

The large array of 270-watt 
photovoltaic modules will gen-
erate a total of 30 megawatts for 
the city and is set to be online 
in December. The city is paying  
$10 million a year for 25 years 
as the solar farm’s sole client to 

Gemini Solar Development Co., 
the farm’s owner and operator.

The solar farm will generate 
enough energy annually to power 
up to 5,000 homes. Austin Energy 
estimated that the solar farm would 
raise the monthly electric bill for 
the average Austin homeowner by 
60 cents. The average homeowner 
uses about 1,000 kilowatt-hours of 
energy in a month.

Renewable energy is not with-
out its controversy. In 2008, Aus-
tin approved a 20-year, $2 billion 
contract with Nacogdoches Power 
LLC for the Sacul biomass facility.

Austin City Council, then 
headed by Mayor Will Wynn, was 
criticized for not seeking bids on 
biomass facilities, as well as not 
having an extensive public hear-
ing process to air concerns that the 
biomass facility may not be envi-
ronmentally sensitive.

However, City Council unani-
mously approved the biomass 
contract because of the ease of 
energy delivery and the effect it 
would have on Austin Energy’s 
renewable portfolio. The bio-
mass contract boosted the util-
ity’s renewable portfolio from  
11 percent to 18 percent at the 
time.

The plant is expected to go 
online in spring 2012 and will be 
the largest waste wood–fueled bio-
mass plant in the country. Austin 
Energy will pay for only power 
used by the city, and not excess 
generation, over the plant’s 20-year 
contract.

Biomass facilities work by burn-
ing solid fuel, similar to fossil 
fuel–burning plants, and oper-
ate at about 95 percent capac-
ity, in comparison to wind and 
solar farms, which operate at  
35 percent to 40 percent capacity. 

Emissions from biomass plants 
are either carbon-neutral or car-
bon-negative. A U.S. Department 
of Energy study found that bio-
mass plants reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions by 148 percent.

Coal vs. renewable energy
Austin’s growing renewable 

energy portfolio has prompted the 
city to consider ways to wean itself 
off of older fossil fuel energy gener-
ation facilities, such as the Fayette-
ville Power Plant, of which Austin 
Energy owns 50 percent.

“That is certainly an option we 
want to entertain,” Leffingwell said. 
“That would be a good goal.”

Weis said he has instructed his 
staff to develop a strategy for Fay-
etteville’s future, including when 
the utility may get out of its contract 
and how. He gave his staff a dead-
line of the third quarter of 2012.

“A lot of people assume we 
have the quick ability to make a 
decision, but we don’t because of 
the partnership we have,” Weis 
said, noting that Austin Energy’s  
50 percent stake in the power plant 
makes selling it off difficult.

Fayetteville is an important base 
load resource, Weis said, and until 
Austin Energy has a strategy to 
replace it, the city would continue 
to use the traditional power plant.

Austin Energy has recently pro-
posed a system-wide rate increase 
of 13 percent, which is being vetted 
through the Electric Utility Com-
mission and will soon proceed to 
City Council. Weis said the util-
ity’s new proposed structure takes 
into account the wind and solar 

contracts already approved, but 
not the biomass facility. since it 
will not be online until late 2012.

Diversifying a portfolio
Although Austin has made sig-

nificant efforts with its recent con-
tracts, David Power, deputy direc-
tor of Public Citizen Texas, said 
the group would like to see Austin 
Energy make more progress on 
solar development.

Power said City Council’s deci-
sion to cut back on solar incentive 
programs in the city budget will 
make it more difficult for the city 
to reach its goal of 200 megawatts 
of solar generation by 2020.

Public Citizen Texas is also 
working with Austin Energy to 
close down the Fayetteville power 
plant. As droughts worsen, the 
efficiency of traditional coal-
burning plants, like Fayetteville, 
becomes poorer because of the 
lack of water to cool the plant.

A renewable portfolio is free 
from the constraints of great 
drought periods, helps increase 
air quality and keeps costs low, 
Power said.

“Having a very diverse port-
folio of generation resources 
ensures the city does not have to 
incur large increases like what 
happened with natural gas,”  
he said.

Objective 1
Achieving 700 megawatts (800 megawatts proposed) of new savings 
through energy efficiency and conservation efforts by 2020.

Starting January 2013
Los Vientos Wind Farm  
in Webb County 
Wattage: 201.6 megawatts
Contract: $820 million over 25 years

White Tail Wind Farm in Webb County
Wattage: 90.7 megawatts
Contract: $325 million over 25 years

Penascal III Wind Farm  
in Kenedy County
Wattage: 201.6 megawatts
Contract: $580 million over 25 years

Starting spring 2012
Southern Power Biomass 
plant in Nacogdoches
Wattage: 100 megawatts
Contract: $2 billion over 20 years

Starting December 2011
Webberville Solar Farm
Wattage: 30 megawatts
Contract: $10 million per 
year for 25 years

2008
Hackberry Wind Farm in Taylor County
Wattage: 165 megawatts
Contract: $345 million over 15 years

2007
Whirlwind Wind Farm in Floyd County
Wattage: 60 megawatts
Contract: $140 million over 20 years

2005
Sweetwater contracts  
in Nolan County
Wattage: One contract for  
91.5 megawatts and a second for  
35 megawatts
Contract: $90 million and $36 million 
respectively over 12 years

2001
King Mountain Wind Farm  
in Upton County
Wattage: 76.7 megawatts
Contract: $5.8 million per year for 10 
years, extended from September 2011 
to December 2012 for $6.6 million

1995
LCRA wind turbines  
in Culbertson County
Wattage: 10 megawatts
Contract: $12.5 million over 25 years

timeline

Austin Energy’s

Austin Energy’s

goal
The City of Austin seeks to make Austin Energy the nation’s leading 
utility for greenhouse gas reductions through measures including:

Objective 2
Meeting 30 percent (35 percent proposed) of all energy 
needs through the use of renewable resources by 2020, 
including at least 100 megawatts of solar power.
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12401 Hymeadow Bldg. 5  Austin TX 78750 (Across from Westwood High School) 

512-250-8225 • www.alanschauerdds.com

$100 OFF Your First 
Treatment 

A S, DDS
           Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

   

On-site Exemplary Elementary School
Miles of Hike & Bike Trails

Neighborhood Parks
Resort-style Amenity Center

New Homes crafted by:

∫
∫

COMFORTCOMFORT...is at home here.
BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737

B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

3838 Steck Avenue
 Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771

12/11 6PM  
LIGHT THE TREES: 
CAROLS AND COCOA UNDER 
THE STEEPLE
12/18 10AM  
HOPE IS BORN: 
CHOIR PERFORMANCE IN 
THE MORNING SERVICE
12/24 6PM  
CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE
12/25 11AM  
CHRISTMAS DAY 
SERVICE

 www.HillcrestAustin.org 
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ATX Personal Fitness
Buff brothers specialize in unconventional workouts

The 650-pound tire resting against a 
wall at ATX Personal Fitness is not 
just for show. Owners and brothers 

Dean and Nick Mosmeyer can actually 
flip the monster tire over, and occasionally 
clients will give it a heft, too.

“Our workouts are geared to the indi-
vidual’s needs, their specific goals,” Nick 
said. “Our clients include a 16-year-old 
football player and a 52-year-old woman 
with a shoulder issue.”

The brothers started ATX Personal 
Fitness in August 2007. Their goal is to 
provide a tailored workout experience that 
is not often found at chain gyms. 

Located on MoPac between Parmer 
Lane and Duval Road, ATX Personal Fit-
ness’ one-room gym provides privacy for 
one-on-one sessions and enough space for 
training a group of two or three people. 
Unlike most gyms, ATX Personal Fitness is 
strictly for personal training.

Over the course of the four years that 
the gym has been open, the brothers’ 
approach to training has changed—some-
thing that Dean attributes to their contin-
ued education.

“We’ve dedicated ourselves to learning 

BUSINESS

By Amy Deis

Nick (left) and Dean Mosmeyer sometimes incorporate a 650-pound tire into their personal training routines.  
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ATX Personal Fitness 
12174 N. MoPac, Ste. C
873-9928
www.atxpersonalfitness.com

as much as possible, learning new discov-
eries about the body and nutrition,” Dean 
said.

He earned his master’s degree in kine-
siology, or the study of human movement, 
and then continued his personal training 
education.

“I realized I didn’t know it all. We don’t 
want to get into the habit of knowing it all,” 
Dean said.

Nick started weight training at the age 
of 19 and served as a firefighter in the 
Marines for four years. By the end of his 
service, Nick was providing fitness training 
to new coworkers in the fire department.

A couple of years ago, Dean and Nick 
expanded their business by working with 
people going through drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation at Benchmark Recovery in 
Manor and The Arbor in Georgetown. 
Dean said exercise is part of the 12-step 
recovery program.

“[The patients] love the workouts,” said 
Justin Harvey, owner of The Arbor and a 
training client of Nick’s. “At first they say, 
‘Wow, my whole body hurts,’ but it plays a 
key role in their recovery.”

Harvey, who has been training since 

he was 18, said Nick puts together “out-of 
the-box” workouts that are not routine or 
linear. 

“[Nick] is knowledgeable, personable 
and motivating,” said Harvey, who has 
trained with Nick three to four times per 
week for the last three years. “Most of the 
time, I don’t even think about my work-
outs.”

Harvey has flipped the mammoth tire 
and hoisted a 230-pound concrete ball 
known as an Atlas stone. 

One activity that nearly all clients do 
is pushing the “sled,” a metal contraption 
that is pushed around the parking lot, 

sometimes with weights for additional 
resistance.

The brothers prefer free weights instead 
of machines, which Dean said restrict the 
range of motion and reduce overall exer-
tion. 

“If they don’t put forth effort, they don’t 
get results,” Nick said.

Duval Rd.
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STAGE 2 WATER RESTRICTIONS                                    

Conserve water in the winter months 
and see savings all year long!
Austin Water calculates wastewater 
costs based on the amount of  
water used during three winter  
billing periods between mid- 
November and mid-March. You can 
lower your wastewater costs for the 
next year by conserving water use 
during these billing periods.

REPORT VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1

STAGE  

WATER
Saturday FridayTuesdaySunday

One Day Watering ONLY

RESTRICTIONS
TOOK EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 6

For more information, visit: 
     www.ci.austin.tx.us/water 

REPORT VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1

STAGE  

WATER
Saturday FridayTuesdaySunday

One Day Watering ONLY

RESTRICTIONS
TOOK EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 6
now in effec t

Austin & Bytes
For All Your Computer Service & Repair Needs!

512-553-6086 • www.APandB.com

» Desktop and laptop repair
» Custom built PC’s
» Networking
» Spyware and virus removal
» Data-backup
» Upgrades & Set-up

Available
7 Days/Week!

Call for availability.

Austin Community College

Community Impact papers

4.9167x2.94 CMYK

Runs November, December

I’m my little 
sister’s role model.

Clarissa G.,
Health Sciences

austincc.edu
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Holiday Guide
By Amy Deis
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Gift

Metrodog
11011 Domain Drive, Ste. 116
466-7297
www.austinmetrodog.com
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.;
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

People may be pinching pennies, but 
Rover still deserves the best. This year, 
Metrodog owners Ryan Adkins and Alex 
Stowell are stocked up on neckties for 
pooches made from converted men’s 
ties by a Dallas crafter ($30), leather 
and jeweled collars ($25–$65) and 
one-of-a-kind handmade dog beds 
($45–$75).

For the holiday season, Metrodog 
sells themed toys, including rubber 
peppermints, reindeer and snowballs 
($5–$25), as well as wool sweaters 
($35–$55). For the less wintry days, 

Tiny’s Western Shop
8403 Research Blvd.
476-1277
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–8:30 p.m.,
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Mosey on in to Tiny’s Western Shop, 
named for owner Marjorie “Tiny” Leech, 
a not-so-tiny shop that has just about 
everything pertaining to the Wild West. 

The store sells several brands of hats, 
including Stetson, Resistol and Larry 
Mahan’s ($180–$1,000 felt, $20–$250 
straw); Wrangler jeans ($35); leather 
jackets by Cripple Creek ($249); and 
button-up shirts for men, women and 
children. 

But what sets Tiny’s apart is its selec-
tion of handmade boots, including the 
brand Cuadra ($139–$600), made 

Wonko’s Toys and Games
13776 Research Blvd., Ste. 116
335-1000
www.wonkos.com
Tue.–Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Tap into your whimsical at side at 
Wonko’s Toys and Games, where owners 
Eric and Denise Dow have products that 
even an adult would love. For example, 
the store carries a selection of second-
hand G.I. Joe and Star Wars figurines 
that have been out of production for six 
to 10 years ($2–$5). 

Others items that can be found at 
Wonko’s include card games—many 
of which sell for less than $10—and 
Japanese action figure model kits called 
Gundams ($25–$100). 

The Mail Shop and Gift Store
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 145
258-3086
www.mailstoreaustin.com
Mon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.

The Mail Shop and Gift Store, run by 
Marcia Stokes, is a one-stop-shop filled 
with trinkets, gizmos and doodads, 
most of which cost less than $25. Best 
of all, if a gift is headed out-of-town, 
the shop is also a mail store.

Stokes said a popular piece this season 
is the glass birdbath ($35), which 
can be perched atop various stands 
($20–$25). Other items for sale include 
a line of aprons with comical phrases 
($20), crosses ($5–$25), wine koozies, 
known as woozies ($7.95–$8.95), 
and small, multipurpose glass dishes 
($6.50–$9.95). For children, Stokes 

mostly in Mexico, and the shop’s 
embellished chaps ($350–$500).

carries kaleidoscopes ($10) and 
a line of wheeled animal bags 
that can double as back-
packs ($25). 

Wonkos’ board game wall features 
popular strategy games such as 
“Settlers of Catan” ($42) and  
“Axis & Allies” ($30).

the store has a line of dog T-shirts, 
including a tie-dyed “Keep Aus-
tin Weird” tee ($20–$25).
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For the cowboy or girl For people with a lot of gifts to buy 

For the dog loverFor the inner child (or geek)
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Atelier 1105
11501 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 105
835-1105
www.atelier1105.com
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Austinites
13343 Research Blvd., Ste. 217
782-0691
www.myaustinites.com
Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

Susann Pennington and her son, Jeff, 
travel to France twice a year to buy 
antiques and home décor items, which 
are beautifully arranged at their shop, 
Atelier 1105. 

Atelier—meaning “workshop” in 
French—carries Gypsy Global Chic 
jewelry, created from wax casts 
($220–$500), and many hard-to-find 
fragrance lines including Caron perfume 
($85–$180) and Santa Maria Novella 
body products ($50–$100). 

Belle Fleur candles ($52), Italian-made 
Valobra soaps ($11–$25) and Christian 

Everything for sale at Austinites, a store 
dedicated to “keeping it weird,” is cre-
ated by local vendors and most of the 
shop’s eclectic ephemera falls within 
the $5–$30 price range. 

Scrub clean with locally made glycerin 
soap that has miniature dinosaur and 
duck figurines encased inside ($6) or 
with all-natural bar soaps, made by 
South Austin People, with scents such 
as Tea Tree and Patchouli ($3.50). 

Austinites also has a selection of gear 
for babies, including burp cloths ($20), 

FirePit Ceramics
11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 102
420-9141
www.firepitceramics.com
Wed.–Fri. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.;
Sat.–Sun. Noon–6 p.m.

Creativity has no limits at FirePit 
Ceramics. The paint-your-own pottery 
studio allows customers to choose 
from more than 40 pieces of hand-
crafted pottery, including bowls, animal 
figurines and even a gallon-sized beer 
stein ($5–$60). 

For those seeking an even more 
personalized gift, FirePit’s pottery 
studio is available to the public for a 
$100 deposit and a $100 per-month 
fee, which provides access to a wheel, 
kiln and glazes. Don’t know the first 
thing about pottery? Owners Dave 

Star of Morocco
3100 Industrial Terrace
300-1006
www.starofmorocco.com
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

Step outside of the box with Star of 
Morocco’s eclectic home décor, all 
of which is imported from Morocco, 
where owner Adeal Benhayoun lives. 
Most of the store’s items are handmade 
and feature bold colors and geometric 
shapes paired with floral patterns.

Star of Morocco also carries custom 
plates and bowls ($39 each), ceramic 
urns and vases ($350–$1,000), and 
hand-painted tea glasses ($30–$40 for 
a set of six). 

The henna lamps ($49) are one of the 
store’s more popular items, manager 
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Tortu candles, which burn for 90 
hours ($62), are top sellers 
Susann said. 

booster seats ($25) and car-seat 
covers ($90), all made by Cute 
as a Bee. 

Klivans and Crystal Bailey offer 
three levels of six-week-long 
workshops ($200).

Lisa Reiley said, and are made of 
sheepskin. 
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For those who love France For those who go local

For the do-it-yourself, creative type For those who want foreign flair
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Vivo Restaurant
12233 N. RM 620, Ste. 105
331-4660
www.vivo-austin.com
Twitter: @vivoaustin 

Hours: Mon. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.; Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.; 
Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight; Sat. noon–midnight, Sun. 4 p.m. –9 p.m.

Cali Nachos, a customer favorite, are layered with 
beans, melted cheese, guacamole, alfalfa sprouts 
and pico de gallo ($11.95 full, $6.95 half).

Vivo steeps hibiscus flowers to make its own 
syrup for the hibiscus margarita. The drink is then 
garnished with an edible orchid ($9.95).

Vivo can accommodate 300 people between the 
two main dining rooms, two semi-private dining 
rooms and outdoor patio.

DINING

Vivo Restaurant
San Antonio Tex-Mex meets Northwest Austin style 

Vivo Restaurant’s puffy taco “put us on the map,” head chef Paul Petersen said. Above, a puffy taco stuffed 
with beef is paired with a chicken enchilada, what Vivo refers to as “Emma’s Choice” ($10.95).

As diners enter Vivo Restaurant, its 
sleek, black-and-mahogany dining 
furniture, gray-painted ceilings 

with red accents and rear wall made of 
stones and adorned with candle sconces 
creates an atmosphere that is anything but 
what General Manager Ernest Ramirez 
deems “traditional Mexican décor.”

“It’s sophisticated with an interna-
tional-type vibe; darker with sexier 
colors,” Ramirez said.

The chic Lake Creek location, which 
opened in 2009, is Vivo’s second in Aus-
tin. The original is on Manor Road, five 
blocks east of I-35. 

Between the restaurant’s two main din-
ing rooms, two semi-private dining rooms 
and outdoor patio, it can seat 300 people, 
but it feels much more intimate.

“Everything is about presentation and 
attention to detail,” Ramirez said.

Vivo regular Katricha Maiden, who 
comes for the happy hoursaid she loves 

the restaurant’s club-like vibe.
“It kind of has an urban look,” she said. 

“I like the artwork, and they give all the 
women a flower when they leave. It’s really 
classy.”

Head chef Paul Petersen’s elevated Tex-
Mex menu, in which “old school meets 
new,” incorporates several of owner Roger 
Diaz’s traditional family recipes.

Petersen’s signature dishes use steak, 
scallops, crab, seared fish and brisket. 

“We started a phenomenon with our 
brisket tacos,” he said.

Petersen’s favorite menu items are the 
crab enchiladas with shellfish cream sauce 
(market price) and the puffy tacos, which 
he said the restaurant has become known 
for and are a San Antonio staple. 

Vivo’s puffy tacos start with homemade 
corn tortillas fried golden-brown, and are 
then stuffed with either beef picadillo, 
shredded chicken, beans, tofu or guaca-
mole ($10.50).

By Amy Deis

Chef favorites
For years, head chef Paul Peterson 
worked with owner Roger Diaz’s mother, 
affectionately known as Momma D, and 
many of her family recipes inspired Vivo’s 
menu. Some of Petersen’s favorites include: 

•	Crab enchiladas: two enchiladas stuffed 
with jumbo lump crab meat, green onion 
and Monterey Jack cheese and smothered 
in a shellfish chipotle sauce (market price)

•	Brisket tacos: beef brisket, smoked 
in-house for 15 hours, wrapped in a flour 
tortilla and topped with pico de gallo and 
Monterey Jack cheese ($13.95)

Upscale margaritas
General manager Ernest Ramirez said the 
restaurant is known for its non-traditional 
margarita flavors, such as prickly pear, 
hibiscus and jalapeño cilantro ($9.95). 

The margaritas are made from fresh-
squeezed juices, and the purees are made 
in-house. 

Vivo’s happy hour is all day Monday,  
4 p.m.–6 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 
8 p.m.–10 p.m. Tuesday through 
Wednesday.

Eye-catching décor
Vivo’s interior is at once elegant and edgy 
with bright flashes of graffiti covering 
embellished wallpaper. 

General Manager Ernest Ramirez said 
the décor is an extension of Owner Roger 
Diaz’s personality and style. Diaz, a native 
of San Antonio, commissioned the artwork 
featured in Vivo from San Antonio artists. 

All of the paintings pay homage to the 
female figure, which tends to stand out in 
many visitors’ minds.
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* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits 
can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

LOOKING FOR A NEW WASHER AND GAS DRYER?
MONEY’S WAITING FOR YOU.
When you purchase a front-loading, high-efficiency washing machine and a qualified natural gas dryer, you may receive 

$100 in rebates* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. Plus natural gas dryers are more efficient than electric 

models and can help you save up to $70 a year on your utility bills.

For details and more money-saving rebates for your home or business, visit www.TexasGasService.com, 

email Conservation@TexasGasService.com or call us at (512) 370-8243.

LOWE’S OF CENTRAL AUSTIN

8000 Shoal Creek Blvd.

Austin, TX 78757

(512) 634-4330

NATURAL GAS APPLIANCES AVAILABLE AT:
SEARS-HANCOCK CENTER

1000 East 41st St.

Austin, TX 78751

(512) 459-2300

SEARS-BARTON CREEK SQUARE

2901 S Capital of Texas Hwy

Austin, TX 78746

(512) 329-1300

SEARS GRAND

12625 North IH 35

Austin, TX 78753

(512) 652-4800
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PEOPLE

By Amy Deis

Craig Lee
Resident helps with Pond Springs Road beautification

A 15-foot-wide stretch of grass 
between the shoulder and sidewalk 
on Pond Springs Road should have 

been in full bloom this year with big 
bluestem, green sprangletop, blue grama, 
black-eyed Susan, scarlet sage, purple 
prairie clover, bluebonnet and Mexican 
hat—all native wildflowers to Central 
Texas. 

But Craig Lee, owner of Craig’s Cuts, 
a barber shop on McNeil Drive, said it 
looks more like the vegetative strip, as it 
is referred to in planning documents, got 
a crew cut. Where there should be flora 
and fauna, there is low-cut grass, short as 
a golf fairway.

Pond Springs Road is a 2-mile-long, 
business-lined road that runs from 
McNeil Drive at US 183 to north of 
Anderson Mill Road at US 183. It is in the 
Williamson County portion of Austin 
city limits.

The 15-foot-wide vegetative strip was 
added in 2010 as part of a $4 million 
roadside improvement project. The proj-
ect, funded by Williamson County bonds, 
added 6-foot-wide shoulders on either 
side of Pond Springs Road and a 5-foot-
wide sidewalk on the east side of the road. 

“The biggest reason to re-establish 
roadsides is because of years like this,” 
Lee said, adding that native plants require 
less water and often have roots that extend 
several feet into the ground.

James Klotz, whose Austin-based archi-
tecture and development-planning firm, 
HNTB, oversaw the roadside improve-
ment project, blames the drought and 
overmowing for the lack of wildflower 
growth. He said that right now, some of 
the grasses are going into dormancy for 
the winter, but with a good amount of 
rain, the plants could spring back up.

But Lee is not waiting for rain. He has 
taken it upon himself to bring to fruition 
the neighborhood’s vision of a blooming 

Resident Craig Lee, who maintains a butterfly house at Countryside Nursery, began planting wildflowers 
on private property along Pond Springs Road, including in front of the Pond Springs Church of Christ.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
m

y 
D

ei
s

and natural walkway. 
Over the past two months, the self-

proclaimed green thumb has planted 
native wildflowers and vegetation, such 
as salvias, esperanzas and Pride of 
Barbados, on eight private properties 
that line the opposite side of the sidewalk 
from the vegetative strip. He said he 
plans to plant as many native flower gar-
dens as he can along the corridor with 
the permission of the property owners.

Lee said he also plans to seek permis-
sion from the City of Austin to replant 
wildflowers that grow to be shorter than 
18 inches in the vegetative strip. Having 
both the native grasses and wildflow-
ers are part of the City of Austin’s 609S 
specifications for using native grasses and 
wildflowers for erosion control.

Lee’s ultimate goal is to get the area 
to look like what the community had in 
mind when it approached Williamson 
County Commissioner Lisa Birkman 
about improving the roadway, but, he 
said, he also wants to create an open but-
terfly exhibit that anyone could walk or 
bike past nine months out of the year. 

Known to many school-age children as 
“Craig the Butterfly Man,” Lee travels to 
area schools in his free time with a mobile 
Monarch butterfly sanctuary to teach 
children about the lifecycle of the but-
terfly. Lee is planning a more permanent 
sanctuary at Countryside Nursery, 13292 
Pond Springs Road, where his butterfly 
sanctuary resides when it is not on tour.

Although Pond Springs is dominated 
by businesses, Lee said he sees the area 
as “not just a bunch of concrete, asphalt 
and bricks,” but where nature is mixed 
in with the commercial, a place where 
people could walk down the road through 
a natural exhibit.

“What I do, nature takes care of. I water 
it to get it started, then we won’t have to 
mess with it,” he said.

Lee planted wildflowers along private property that 
abuts the vegetative strip on road’s west side.

Property on the west side of Pond Springs Road 
has a vegetative strip but no sidewalk.

In 2010, Williamson County expanded Pond Springs Road by adding 6-foot-wide shoulders on either side  
of the road and a 5-foot-wide sidewalk on the east side of the road. 

Vegetative strip

Sidewalk

Private property

Pond Springs Road
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Anderson Mill Rd.

Pond Springs Rd.

Not valid with other promotions.
Must present this ad.

EXPIRES 12/31/2011.
12400 N. IH-35, Ste 131 • Austin, TX 78753 • TechRidgeDental.com
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Minhha Nguyen Ma, DDS
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•  Dental Implants
• Sedation Options

• Most Insurances Accepted
• Extended Hours

• Health Savings and Flexible 
Spending Accounts Welcomed
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Advocate    Donate    Volunteer

You can help.

austinfoodbank.org

The 155-foot-tall Zilker Tree may be 
the tallest holiday display light-
ing the Austin skyline, but nearby, 

a second spectacle will shine just as 
brightly at the Austin State Supported 
Living Center. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 6, the Friends of the 
Austin State Supported Living Center will 
host the Tree of Lights Celebration, one of 
many events the group puts on for center 
residents, President Laura Mueller said.

“Every big event or special day [com-
munity members] have in your life, the 
residents we work with celebrate those 
moments, too. But we need volunteers 
to make these special events happen,” 
Mueller said. 

The living center offers aid and sup-
port to more than 350 individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabili-
ties in order to increase their indepen-
dence and improve their quality of life. 

The campus, formerly the Austin State 
School, has 25 living quarters where 
residents may live year-round. Available 
services include physical therapy, voca-
tional training and life skills training.

The Friends of the AuSSLC was founded 
in 1956 to help the campus. It provides 
“support, services and smiles” through 
education, resources and annual events.

Mueller said the group  procures items 
the campus cannot, including funding 
for extracurricular activities, arts and 
crafts supplies, birthday party supplies 
and communication equipment. 

Friends of the AuSSLC also works with 

Laura Mueller, Friends of the Austin State Supported Living Center president, is planning holiday events.

the living center to educate the public. 
At each meeting, members learn 

about a new aspect of the center to help 
facilitate an understanding of what work 
is being done and what also needs more 
work or support.

The group also boosts staff morale, 
volunteer recruitment and living center 
beautification efforts, according to its 
website.  

Mueller is the president of Friends of 
the AuSSLC and has volunteered with 
the organization since 2004. She works 
full-time for the Texas Municipal League 
but said of all the volunteer work she has 
been a part of, her role with AuSSLC has 
been the most fulfilling. 

The tree lighting, one of the group’s larg-
est events, kicks off the holiday season. 

“It is a fundraising event because 
people donate pres-
ents for Christmas, 
but it is also some-
thing the campus 
gets to give back to 
the community—the 
holiday tree,” Muel-
ler said.

The free event will 
have refreshments, games, a visit from 
Santa Claus and live music by singer/song-
writer Sara Hickman. 

Afterward, the nonprofit will throw holi-
day parties at the living quarters, distribute 
presents and host a visit from Santa Claus. 

“Our main objective is to get the 
community involved, because these are 
their neighbors, especially in Central 
Austin,” she said. “It is so easy to make 
a difference in their lives, and even with 
a little amount of time, you get such a 
big payback.”

Austin State Support Living Center
2203 W. 35th St.
374-6048
www.ausslcfriends.org

By Kate Hull

Friends of the Austin 
State Supported  
Living Center
Volunteers bring holiday cheer 
to facility residents, community 

NONPROFIT

“Our main 
objective is to get 

the community 
involved ...”

—Laura Mueller, 
president
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AUSTIN’S NEWEST 
 STORE

512-200-4877
2306 W. Howard Lane

Keep Austin Local  |  Family owned and operated

35

1
TOLL

Sco� eld Ridge Pkwy.

W. Howard Ln.

  Wells Branch Pkwy.

27,000 square foot warehouse 
with over 7,000 products Brands including Fender

Taylor
Martin
Ibanez

Gretsch
Yamaha
Roland

Thomas 
Sinclair Blvd.
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AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Ask and receive
$75 off your 

first clean
with recurring 

service!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com

Personalized service from a caring physician.
Dr. Grossmann specializes in quality care 
for adults from a simple cold, women’s 
health, or chronic conditions like 
diabetes and heart disease.

Board Certifi ed Internal Medicine

All major insurances accepted.  • Same day appointments available.
6301 W. Parmer Ln. Ste. 102  • Austin TX, 78729 • 512.568.3565 • www.doctorgrossmann.com

HISTORY

Skyline Club
Friends remember Northwest Austin’s honky-tonk days 

M ost of the people that put the 
Skyline Club on the map—Elvis 
Presley, Hank Williams, Johnny 

Horton, Ray Price and Marty Robbins, to 
name a few—have all died.

But gathered at Artz Rib House in 
Southwest Austin on a Sunday evening in 
late October are some who used to con-
sider the country-western dance hall and 
music venue—once located in what is now 
Northwest Austin—a second home. 

“I played there four nights a week, 
Wednesday through Saturday, for  
12 years,” Jody Meredith said.

Meredith’s band played backup for 
Johnny Horton when the singer performed 
at the Skyline Club on Nov. 4, 1960, the 
night before he died in a car accident.

Next to Meredith is his wife, Maida, 
and next to her, steel guitarist Jim Brown, 
who played regularly at the Skyline. They 
are at Artz to hear the band Knights of 
Texas Swing, of which their longtime 
friend, Jimmy Grabowske, is a member.
Grabowske played backup at the Skyline 
for Hank Williams on Dec. 19, 1952, Wil-
liams’ last public performance before his 
sudden death on Jan. 1, 1953.

The Skyline Club opened in 1946 at the 
intersection of North Lamar Boulevard 
and Braker Lane, back when North Lamar 
was the Old Dallas Highway and the 
intersection was 2 miles outside of Austin 
city limits. 

Although it expanded over the years, 
the club started as a modest one-room 
building with a low ceiling and a band-
stand that stood just a few feet higher 
than the dance floor.

By the early ’50s, the joint had become 
well known for its 10-cent longneck 
special on Wednesday nights, welcoming 
atmosphere and for the ability of Warren 
Stark, who co-owned the club with his 
father, Charlie, and his sister, Margaret, to 
book top musical talent. 

“A lot of the stars came through, some 
of them at their height of popularity,” said 
Warren’s daughter Cathy Stark Quick, who 
now lives in Pflugerville. 

Stark Quick was born and raised in 
a small, wooden house that sat directly 
behind the club. Memories from her child-
hood include frequent visits from Grammy 
Award winner and eventual Country 
Music Hall of Fame artist Marty Robbins, 
who would fish with her father and listen-
ing to Ray Price warm up in the afternoon 
before his evening performance. Notably, a 
young Elvis Presley played the club in 1955, 
but that was before Stark Quick was born.

“Country music was just emerging, and 
the [Skyline] was the place to go to see the 
stars. Unlike today, you could actually see 
them,” Stark Quick said. 

But those who spent a lot of time at the 
Skyline say it was something more. 

“It was a family place; it was whole-
some. You could bring your children in,” 
Maida remembers. “I taught my two boys 
how to dance there. They hated it, but they 
learned.”

Stark Quick said she thinks the club’s 
family-friendly atmosphere was why it was 
so successful. 

“If there were 45 people there, our family 
knew every one of them and knew their 
family and so on,” she said.

However, by the mid-’70s, Warren’s 
health started to fail and competitors, such 
as The Silver Dollar and The Lumberyard, 
moved in and took away business. More-
over, the club was becoming run-down and 
needed a lot of improvements. 

In 1977, 31 years after the Skyline 
opened, the family decided to close the 
doors. Finally, in 1980, they sold the 
building and 9-acre property. The club 
was razed in 1989 “without much fanfare,” 
according to Stark Quick, and was replaced 
by an Eckerd Drugs, which later became 
the CVS/Pharmacy that is there now. 

By Sara Behunek

 Singer Ray Price, who helped pioneer the “coun-
try swing” genre, performs at the club.

Warren Stark ran the club in the evening, and his 
wife, Claire, tended bar during the day. 

The Skyline Club, formerly located at the corner of Braker Lane and North Lamar Boulevard, was a 
popular country-western dance hall and music venue for 31 years from 1946–77.
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 A young Willie Nelson hangs out at the club in 1955.

 Marty Robbins (center) poses for a picture with Warren 
and Claire Stark and their daughter, Cathy Stark Quick.

Skyline Club
11306 N. Lamar Blvd.
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Distinctively Christian
Christ-Centered 

10 Years of Academic Excellence
Safe School Environment 

Advanced Placement & Pre-AP Courses
Athletics/Extra Curricular Activities
Four Year Pre-Engineering Program

Nationally & Texas Accredited
College Planning Assistance

Financial Aid Available

For admissions information call 512.248.2547 
Visit chsaustin.org

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2012

MOVING TO PFLUGERVILLE FALL OF 2012!

Austin Water calculates wastewater costs based 
on the amount of water used during three  
winter billing periods between mid-November 
and mid-March. You can lower your wastewater 
costs for the next year by conserving water use 
during these billing periods. 

           For more information, visit: 
           www.ci.austin.tx.us/water

Conservation doesn’t end 
when summer does...

Visit WaterWiseAustin.org for 
the current Stage 2 watering 

schedule and water saving tips!
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CORRIDOR

Braker Lane, Kramer Lane and Burnet Road triangle

The businesses nestled in the triangle 
created by the intersections of Braker 
Lane, Kramer Lane and Burnet Road 
range from suppliers to distributors 
and service-based businesses. Some 
call Austin home, while others are 
internationally based but have local 
operations. 

Businesses

1   1st Source Servall, a distributor of 
wholesale and retail appliance parts, has 
maintained a presence in Austin for more 
than 30 years. The company, 2335 Kramer 
Lane, Ste. D., has seven other Texas 
locations. 832-0668, www.1stservall.com

2   Amplify Federal Credit Union has 
six Austin-area locations, but its main 
office is located at 2608 Brockton Drive. 
The credit union is a member-owned 
financial cooperative that has provided 
banking services in Austin since 1967. 
836-5901, www.goamplify.com

3   With a playbook of more than 20,000 
songs, karaoke bar Canary Hut Pub, 
located at 11005 Burnet Road, Ste. 108, 
has been a staple in Northwest Austin for 
more than 20 years. The bar is owned by 
Gail Johnson and has free karaoke every 
night. 837-7117

4   Circle Brewing Company rolled out 
its first keg in January 2011. Founders Ben 
Sabel and Jud Mulherin brew five types of 
beers—including a dry Irish stout called 

Compiled by Amy Deis

Nightlight and a German wheat with a 
Texas twist called Blur—at their brewery, 
2340 W. Braker Lane, Ste. B. 814-7599,  
www.circlebrewing.com

5   Landscaping company Clean 
Scapes, 2631 Kramer Lane, installs 
plants and constructs hardscapes, such 
as concrete pavers, water features and 
rockwork. The company also provides 
hardscape maintenance. 448-1094,  
www.cleanscapes.net

6   Saltwater aquarium shop Fishy 
Business, 11005 Burnet Road, Ste. 116, 
carries saltwater fish, live coral, aquariums 
and supplies. The shop, owned by Shane 
Book, has been open for 12 years.  
284-8090, www.fishybusinesstx.com

7   Flooring Warehouse stores 1 million 
square feet of flooring options—from wood 
to laminate and travertine to carpet—in its 
warehouse at 2400 W. Braker Lane,  
Ste. A. Matt and Stephanie Naylor started 
the company 10 years ago. 342-1834, 
www.flooringwarehouseaustin.com

8   Giant Printing is located at 11005 
Burnet Road, Ste. 112. The shop, owned 
by Howard Stevens, uses fabric instead 
of vinyl for custom-printed backdrops, 
table covers, wall hangings, banners and 
product displays. 821-2022,  
www.giantprinting.com

9   Wholesale heating and air 
conditioning parts distributor Insco 

Distributing Inc., 2400 W. Braker 
Lane, Ste. E, provides parts, pieces and 
equipment to licensed contractors. The 
company has been in business for 54 
years and has 31 branches in Texas. 837-
3091, www.inscohvac.com

10  KM ACT, 2340 W. Braker Lane,  
Ste. A, manufactures products such as 
aprons, sleeve protectors and surgical 
gloves for use in dust-free and sterile 
medical environments. 490-6554,  
www.km-usa.com

11   Midwest Tile, Marble and Granite 
Inc., 2400 W. Braker Lane, Ste. D, imports 
natural stone, primarily from Brazil, for 
kitchen countertops and sinks as well as 
tile for flooring. Headquartered in Lincoln, 
Neb., the company has had an Austin 
location for eight years. 279-2442,  
www.midwesttile.com

12  Moss Precision receives machine 
and sheet metal parts from its corporate 
office in Hayward, Calif., and stores the 
parts at its shipping warehouse at 2340  
W. Braker Lane, Ste. D, until clients, such 
as Applied Materials, need them.  
879-4264, www.mossprecision.com

13  Canadian wholesale supplier Tevelec 
Cables Inc. provides the parts and cables 
that create automation products, such as 
fire alarms, security and video surveillance 
systems. The company has been in 
business for 36 years and has its North 
American headquarters at  

2340 W. Braker Lane, Ste. E. 997-9981,  
www.tevelec.com

14   Commonly known as TOPS, Texas 
Office Products and Supplies, 2307 
Kramer Lane, is one of three Austin 
locations. TOPS sells new and used office 
furniture and supplies, including chairs, 
cubicles and janitorial supplies. 833-7777, 
www.topstexas.com

Food

15   Ken and Young Shinn opened Donut 
7, 11005 Burnet Road, Ste. 104, in 1983. 
They sell doughnuts, sausage kolaches, 
breakfast tacos, croissants and biscuits. 
837-9221, www.donut7austin.com

Service

16  David Abraham’s uncle, Abraham 
Abraham, started Abraham’s Shoe 
Repair, 11005 Burnet Road, Ste. 103, in 
1947. David, who bought the business 
in 1981, provides shoe and boot repair 
services and shoe shines. 835-1683

17   For nearly seven years, Corporate 
Couriers, 2335 Kramer Lane, Ste. F, 
has provided same-day courier service 
for Austin businesses. The company is 
capable of delivering to domestic as well 
international locations. 479-4007,  
www.corporatecouriers.com

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area.  
The list is not comprehensive.
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REAL ESTATE

Quail Creek
Austin – 78758

Build-out year: 1968–76

Square footage: 1,091–2,386

Home values: $85,300–$200,912

HOA dues (estimated): None

Amenities: Quail Creek Park

Nearby attractions: Walnut Creek Park

Property taxes:

Austin ISD    1.2420 
City of Austin    0.4811 
Travis County    0.4855 
Central Health    0.0789 
Austin Community College    0.0948

Total (per $100 value) _______________ 2.3823

Schools:

Austin ISD 
1111 W. Sixth St. 
414-1700, www.austinisd.org

• Cook Elementary School
• McBee Elementary School
• Woolridge Elementary School
• Burnet Middle School
• Lanier High School

9209 Quail Field Drive $178,500
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,060 sq. ft.
Agent: Jill Leberknight, Keller Williams Realty
294-7296

8904 Tronewood Drive $129,900
5 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,477 sq. ft.
Agent: Cathie Ward, Re/Max Capital City II
646-1320

8909 Hunters Trace $129,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,384 sq. ft.
Agent: Claude Smith, Property Smith Realty
657-3981

10008 Parkfield Drive $175,000
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,000 sq. ft.
Agent: Yusuf Johnson, Goldwasser Real Estate
419-8020

Data compiled by 
Betsy Gallagher

Coldwell Banker United
431-8265

bgallagher@cbunited.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

17 6 75

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

56 1,104/2,304 $65,000/$200,000

On the market  (As of Nov. 14)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (November 2010–November 2011)
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•Landscaping  
  Design

•Hardscapes 

•Planting Beds 

•Irrigation

•Tree Trimming

512-567-8779
BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COM

WE INSTALL HOLIDAY LIGHTS
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK FOR SEASONAL SPECIALS!

Irrigation License #18101

THE

LEADING REIN
10% OFF

20% OFF

15% OFF
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Property Listings ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

For more residential real estate listings, visit impactnews.com

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/14/11 and 11/2/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78727 Lamplight Village 1907 Burgundy Cove 3br/2ba $149,500 1,388 Jennifer Irwin 947-8671 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Mesa Park 4803 Duval Road 4br/2ba $205,000 1,590 Theresa Boisseau 796-1368 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Milwood 3911 Cologne Lane 3br/2ba $169,000 1,636 Walter Reinhardt 826-5065 Prudential Texas Realty

78727 Milwood 12704 Acadian Trail 3br/2ba $122,900 1,099 Bill Morris 785-3345 Re/Max Capital City

78727 Reserve at Northwood 12504 Palfrey Drive 3br/3ba $299,000 2,637 Nancy Taute 497-5940 Carol Dochen Realtors

78727 Scofield Farms 13417 Equestrian Cove 4br/2ba $232,500 2,225 Cynthia Maguire 657-4400 Re/Max Capital City III

78729 Courtyard Homes at Cobblestone Condo 8518 Cahill Drive 3br/2ba $189,500 1,523 Betty England 619-3040 Avalar Austin

78729 Forest North Estates 13215 Broadmeade Ave. 4br/2ba $165,000 1,988 Douglas Young 762-7761 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Milwood 13000 Sinton Lane 3br/2ba $163,000 1,766 John Mick 401-9306 Re/Max Capital City

78729 Milwood 13323 Black Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 1,840 Thomas Hess 567-8522 Private Label Realty

78729 Milwood 13300 Black Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $195,000 1,864 Kelly Loudenslager 940-8873 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 13303 Marrero Drive 4br/2ba $209,950 2,329 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 13316 Humphrey Drive 4br/2ba $224,999 2,285 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Village Oaks 9411 Shady Oaks Drive 3br/2ba $234,900 2,044 Patricia Smith 637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Balcones Place Condo 9518 Topridge Drive 3br/2ba $325,000 2,566 Deborah Harber 637-8485 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Courtyard Homes at Anderson Oaks Condo 11000 Anderson Mill Road 3br/2ba $178,000 1,382 Pennie Walters 609-9318 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Jester Point 8105 Amelia Cove 4br/3ba $575,000 4,412 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11521 Spicewood Parkway 5br/3ba $449,000 3,160 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 9910 Brightling Lane 4br/3ba $774,900 4,532 Karen Imperato 656-0341 Avalar Austin

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11315 Thorny Brook Trail 4br/2ba $191,500 1,920 Catherine McGinley 771-9242 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 10909 Marble Road 4br/2ba $159,900 1,891 Debbie Slazer 736-8616 Stanberry & Associates

78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill 10408 Mourning Dove Drive 3br/2ba $194,950 2,013 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Gracywoods 11806 Doonesbury Cove 4br/2ba $224,300 2,178 Doyle Beekman 637-8171 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Hollow Garden Homes 11610 Fruitwood Place 2br/2ba $124,500 1,064 Jim Young 565-7509 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Hollow 11106 Jordan Lane 3br/2ba $136,500 1,493 Linda Moore 577-1015 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78759 Balcones Woods 11307 Toledo Drive 3br/2ba $279,972 2,115 Allison Dady 502-7674 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78759 Canyon Mesa 8408 Horse Mountain Cove 5br/4ba $650,000 3,951 Siobhan McCullough 767-6757 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Ceberry Summit Condo 8137 Ceberry Drive 3br/2ba $269,900 1,416 Gregg Klar 653-0488 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78759 Great Hills 7304 Shasta Cove 4br/3ba $594,500 3,610 Sheri Brummett 970-8809 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Great Hills 8420 Antero Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 1,687 Kimberly Barger 788-0340 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Hunter Oaks 6308 Harrogate Drive 4br/2ba $309,500 2,224 Keith Estes 431-8319 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Sierra Vista 10815 Sans Souci Place 4br/2ba $319,900 2,269 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Toro Creek 8601 Toro Creek Cove 3br/3ba $499,950 2,876 Glenn Newton 345-5137 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78759 Westover Hills 8612 Mesa Drive 3br/2ba $309,900 2,070 Betsy Doss 744-4555 Re/Max Capital City

10408 Mourning Dove Drive $194,950

8601 Toro Creek Cove $499,950

9518 Topridge Drive $325,000

13417 Equestrian Cove $232,500

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Northwest Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 27 / 71 days 3 / 462 days 11 / 53 days 65 / 111 days 19 / 125 days

$150,000–$199,999 30 / 115 days 34 / 103 days 20 / 88 days 17 / 98 days 14 / 93 days

$200,000–$299,999 25 / 104 days 21 / 128 days 30 / 136 days 2 / 59 days 30 / 90 days

$300,000–$399,999 4 / 82 days 3 / 13 days 18 / 75 days 2 / 755 days 23 / 82 days

$400,000–$499,999 1 / 116 days - 8 / 69 days 2 / 820 days 21 / 85 days

$500,000–$599,999 3 / 65 days - 5 / 66 days - 9 / 64 days

$600,000–$799,999 - - 4 / 125 days - 2 / 18 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - 1 / 91 days - 2 / 89 days

$1 million + - - - - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

October 2011 24 / $192,736 22 / $199,759 27 / $247,396 14 / $122,786 31 / $280,311

October 2010 16 / $181,188 17 / $189,427 28 / $327,640 17 / $115,688 33 / $304,098

September 2011 16 / $162, 622 22 / $198,173 24 / $369,392 17 / $156,924 24 / $286,583

August 2011 32 / $172,322 21 / $187,749 40 / $248,511 20 / $118,988 40 / $346,541

July 2011 33 / $202,492 31 / $191,331 34 / $300,541 20 / $141,332 56 / $312,512

June 2011 33 / $187,971 40 / $191,960 38 / $303,755 26 / $118,543 62 / $290,148

May 2011 30 / $200,880 15 / $190,891 27 / $315,623 27 / $122,434 40 / $315,501

April 2011 26 / $191,024 16 / $188,015 39 / $272,685 16 / $119,028 38 / $302,104

March 2011 21 / $170,000 18 / $179,450 29 / $239,585 20 / $147,450 38 / $244,450

On the market  (October 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com
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this holiday season
spend local 

g l a s s  •  j e w e l r y  •  k a l e i d o s c o p e s  •  s c u l p t u r e s  •  j u d a i c a

William Henry creates bold works 
of functional art; exquisite every 
day tools that combine beauty 
and brawn in equal measure. 
Each piece is hand-crafted 
from the most exotic and 
storied material in the world, 
meticulously sculpted by 
master craftspeople in 
our Oregon studio.

Pond Spring Rd.

Anderson Mill R
d.

183

13376 Research Blvd., Ste. 129 512-250-8488
Herb Consultations • Foot & chair massages (only $15.00/30 min)

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAIABLE!

G
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The Frisco Shop  •  6801 Burnet Rd.  •  459-6279  •  www.thefriscoshopaustin.com

OPEN DAILY • Sunday-Thursday 7am-9pm • Friday and Saturday7am-10pm

FREE Appetizer or Dessert 
with the purchase of 2 entrées.

Expires 12/24/11

••• 
Join our burger club.  Buy 9 burgers and get the 10th free.

Ask your server for your Frisco Burger Card.
•••

Mon-Fri 7-10 AM
$5.95 Breakfast Specials

.99 Breakfast Tacos

Try our New Sandwiches
Egg Salad

Chicken Salad

Every Day
All Day Breakfast &
.99 cent crispy Tacos

Serving Thanksgiving dinner
from 11am - 4pm, November 24th

Turkey Dinner; Frisco Shop food not included.

Order your holiday pies and 
Gift Certificates from The Frisco!

"How about LEARNING TO FLY this for your business trips?"
Ask about our “Train While You Work Program”

We train to optimum proficiency 
versus minimum standards

Confident Aviators trained by Top Instructors in 
the Technically Advanced Diamond DA40

www.flyifr.com
Georgetown Municipal Airport

Call Mark Wilson At 512-751-6275 to make your appointment

Christmas
Gift 

Certificates
Available 


