
Hershel Lee | 27 
The Travis County fire marshal  
talks about drought conditions  

and the bad habits  
that cause fires  

Northwest Austin edition | Volume 5, Issue 8 | Sept. 23–Oct. 27, 2011Texas’ fastest-growing news organization www.impactnews.com Savings Guide begins on Page 33

  
Local news online
Daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Community calendar, interactive 
maps, newspaper archives and more

Local deals online
Hundreds of local and regional 

coupons, updated daily

Just click and print  
coupons for free

Two websites. Twice the Impact. 
 impactnews.com            impactdeals.com   

  
Local news online
Daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Community calendar, interactive 
maps, newspaper archives and more

Local deals online
Hundreds of local and regional 

coupons, updated daily

Just click and print  
coupons for free

Two websites. Twice the Impact. 
 impactnews.com            impactdeals.com   

New office building will house specialty practices

Medical corridor at 
MoPac, Parmer grows

By Amy Deis
As Austin’s population center 

shifts north, medical office devel-
opers are filling a growing need 
to provide space for doctors and 
clinics that want to cater to the 
Northwest Austin region.

When construction is com-
plete Oct. 1, Plaza North—a 
34,000-square-foot, three-story 
medical office building at 12319 
N. MoPac—will become the 
newest member to this medical 
corridor, anchored by St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center on 
MoPac just south of Parmer Lane.

“On 38th Street, only a certain 
number of doctors are needed 
for a portion of the population. 
[Doctors] are looking for a new 
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See Plaza North | 13

population they can serve,” said 
Scott Taylor, whose company, 
Land\Creek Development, is 
constructing the Plaza North 
complex. Taylor said Northwest 
Austin is the geographic and 
demographic epicenter for the 
Austin metro area, which includes 
cities in Williamson County.

So far, two-thirds of Plaza 
North’s office space has been  
purchased, and confirmed occu-
pants are Wildflower Dermatol-
ogy, Austin Urology Institute, 
OB GYN North and Austin Ear 
Clinic.

“The whole [medical] submar-
ket is pretty active … and it will 
see growth,” said Gail O’Connor, 
vice president at Austin-based 

commercial real estate firm Site 
Solutions, which has tracked 
medical office growth since 2008.

The North Austin and North-
west Austin sectors contain about 
16 percent of the total medical 
office space in the city, one of 
the highest percentages based on 
market area, O’Connor said.

In December 2010, Texas 

MedClinic, a San Antonio–
based walk-in clinic, opened 
its second Austin location at  
12319 N. MoPac, Bldg. B, on the 
same site as Plaza North.

At the northwest corner of 

Austin Energy’s 
proposed rate 
increase met 
with resistance

By Bobby Longoria
Seventeen years without 

increasing its base rate has left 
Austin Energy with a $131 mil-
lion shortfall, prompting a  
13 percent systemwide rate 
increase that the utility says is 
necessary to make ends meet. 
Opponents, however, believe the 
increase burdens residential cus-
tomers in favor of industrial and 
commercial users.

As fuel costs have risen over 
the years, increasing power sup-
ply charges, used to meet the 

13 percent rate hike stirs 
mixed feelings among 
Austin Energy customers

Committee requests city auditor review report’s conclusionTexas’ top 10 percent law now  
applies to top 8 percent, 9 percent

WTP4 analysis reveals delaying 
construction is a costly option

Westwood scholars face 
UT admissions squeeze

By Bobby Longoria and Sara Behunek
A study of Water Treatment 

Plant 4 conducted by the City 
of Austin concluded that delay-
ing the plant’s 2014 comple-
tion would cost an additional  
$138 million if postponed by five 
years or $206 million if post-
poned by 10 years—on top of the 
plant’s $508 million price tag.

“These numbers clearly dem-
onstrate what we already knew, 
that halting the construction 
of the plant would be fiscally 
irresponsible,” Mayor Lee Leff-
ingwell said Aug. 26, when city 

By Sara Behunek
For students at Westwood High School, 

one of the most academically elite pub-
lic high schools in the country, securing a 
guaranteed slot at The University of Texas 
has become increasingly difficult. 

Under a bill that went into effect this 
year, UT reduced the amount of students 
who can be admitted through a more than 
decade-old law that grants entry to the top 
10 percent of each graduating class at a 
Texas public or private high school. Senate 
Bill 175 caps those students at 75 percent of 
the incoming freshman class by admitting 

See Delay | 14See Westwood | 15

See Rates | 17

staff released the report. 
An Austin City Council reso-

lution that passed July 28 on 
a 5–2 vote directed city staff to 
find the cost of delaying the 
plant by either five or 10 years. 

Councilman Bill Spelman, 
who sponsored the resolution, 
said it was necessary to con-
sider a delay if the resources 
being used to construct the plant 
would be better spent on water 
conservation and improving 
the city’s reclamation system. 
Water reclamation systems use 
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Construction of a new three-story medical  
office building will be complete Oct. 1. 

Plaza North office building
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Greg Mezaros, director of Austin Water Utility, said construction of 
WTP4 in Northwest Austin could be called “substantially under way.” 
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When I started at Com-
munity Impact Newspaper 
nearly five years ago, we 
were launching our third 
edition: Northwest Austin. 

On Sept. 9, we celebrated 
our six-year anniversary 

and the launch of our 12th edition in The 
Woodlands, an area just outside Houston. 

In six years, we have grown to three 
major cities, 12 editions, 75 employees, 
and 750,000 papers delivered each month.

I was born and raised in Northwest 
Austin. I love this area and everything 
about it. According to developer Scott 
Taylor, interviewed in Page 1’s “Medi-
cal corridor at MoPac, Parmer grows,” 
Northwest Austin is the geographic and 
demographic center of the Austin metro 

area. This makes our region an ideal one 
for growth and development—and plenty 
of it. 

We are a well-rounded community 
that is turning into the center of the city. 
Even our academics are among the most 
elite in the nation, though this, as you 
will read in Page 1’s “Westwood scholars 
face UT admissions squeeze,” can have 
its drawbacks. Nonetheless, Northwest 
Austin is a great place to be and it is a 
great time to be here.

Please feel free to email me with any 
questions, concerns or story ideas. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Katherine Kennedy
kkennedy@impactnews.com

General Manager’s Note  

Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/northwest-austin.

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_nwa

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-nwa

Reader Feedback
Which element of the proposed city budget do you 
least agree with?

Property tax rate increase

41%
Austin Energy rate increase

28%
Addition of 47 police officers and 18 paramedics 

13%
Reduction to Faulk Central Library hours

13%
Closing of some city pools during winter

4%
Zilker Botanical Garden entrance fee

1%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 8/26/11–9/16/11

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help those affected by the recent Central Texas wildfires. We 
encourage our readers to help, also. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross of Central Texas will support wildfire relief efforts 
throughout the region. (512) 929-1250,  
www.centex.redcross.org

The Capital Area Food Bank is also accepting nonperishable 
food donations and bottled water at 8201 S. Congress Ave., 
Austin, (512) 282-2111, www.austinfoodbank.org

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

North Austin   •   South Austin   •   Georgetown   •   Bastrop
512-485-7200  •  PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

3838 Steck Avenue
 Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771

 www.HillcrestAustin.org 

July employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.6%
No change from June

State unemployment—8.4%*
Up from 8.2%* in June

National unemployment—9.1%*
Down from 9.2%* in June

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hos-
pitality sector added 800 jobs; professional and business 
services added 1,700 jobs; trade, transportation and 
utilities lost 800 jobs; government lost 8,100 jobs.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers    
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year. The gym is open 24 hours. The office 
is open Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–1 p.m. 814-6824,  
www.kokofitclub.com 

Jim Wiederhold started his Northwest 
Austin–based business, DIY Consultant, 
in July. Widerhold assists homeowners 
with home-improvement and construction 
projects, whether it is assisting on a project 
or assessing the feasibility of a project. He 
has 35 years of experience in residential 
construction. 222-9119,  
www.diyconsultant.net

Coming Soon

10  Brazilian steakhouse Estância 
Churrascaria is opening a second location 
by the end of September in the Arboretum 
at Great Hills, 10000 Research Blvd.,  
Bldg. B. The restaurant has 14 different cuts 
of meats, a salad bar and a wine list with 
more than 200 labels. 345-5600,  
www.estanciachurrascaria.com

11a  National restaurant chain Noodles 
& Company is planning to open two 
locations in Northwest Austin this fall and 
winter. The first location will open Oct. 17 
at the Northcross Shopping Center, 2525  
W. Anderson Lane. www.noodles.com 
 
11B  The second Northwest Austin 
Noodles & Company location will open at 
the Arboretum, 9761 Great Hills Trail, in 
December. The restaurant serves noodles, 
salads and sandwiches inspired by Asian, 
Mediterranean and American cuisines. 
www.noodles.com

12  Night Terrors Haunted House will 
be open Sept. 30–Nov. 1 at 9185 Research 
Blvd. Operator Andy Baker said the 
realistic haunted house is interactive, 
allowing customers to control the scenes. 
736-2718, www.txnightterrors.com

13  Houston-based Lupe Tortilla Mexican 
Restaurant is planning to build its first 
Austin location at The Shops at Arbor 
Walk, 10515 N. MoPac. The 6,700-square-
foot restaurant will be a freestanding 
building. www.lupetortilla.com

14  The Egg & I, based in Long Tree, Colo., 
is planning to open its first Austin location 
Jan. 23 at the Northcross Shopping Center, 
2525 W. Anderson Lane. The restaurant 
serves breakfast and lunch and a variety of 
egg dishes, including omelets and frittatas, 
and whole-wheat pancakes.  
www.theeggandirestaurants.com

15  Austin Terrier will open this fall at 
3435 Greystone Drive. The diner will serve 
organic salads, gourmet sandwiches, pizza, 
beer and wine. www.austinterrier.com, 
Twitter: @austinterrier

Louisiana-based VooDoo BBQ & Grill 
announced plans in August to open five 

Now Open

1  Sundance Childcare opened a fifth 
Children’s Courtyard location in the 
Austin area Aug. 15. The new location, 
9706 Anderson Mill Road, provides 
private preschool, kindergarten and 
after-school programs for infants 
through youths age 13. The center is now 
enrolling. Joey Hatley is the director. 
249-0033, www.schoolsbysundance.com

2  Austin Beerworks, 3009 Industrial 
Terrace, Ste. 150, began selling four styles 
of beer in late May. Owners Will Golden, 
Adam DeBower, Michael Graham and 
Michael McGovern sell beer by the 
can or keg at the brewery and at area 
retailers. Austin Beerworks brews four 
beers: Peacemaker, an extra-pale ale; Fire 
Eagle, an American IPA; Black Thunder, a 
German-style black lager; and Pearl-Snap, 
a German pilsner. 821-2494,  
www.austinbeerworks.com

3  Toys R Us opened in the Arboretum 
Crossing shopping center at 9333 Research 
Blvd., Bldg. A, Ste. 200, next to Babies R 
Us. The national toy and baby products 
retailer held a grand opening Sept. 9–11. 

342-0805, www.toysrusinc.com

4  Bert Bell has launched in August his 
first product line, Outdoor Kitchens by 
Bell, made up of kitchen furniture that 
resembles wood and is made for use in 
outdoor kitchens and living spaces. Several 
models are available for viewing at Factory 
Builder Stores, 2020-A Rutland Drive. All 
work is custom-designed. Bell formed the 
company in September 2010. 905-4111,  
www.kitchensbybell.com

5  Lee’s Herbs opened Aug. 15 in the 
Galleria Oaks shopping center, 13376  
N. US 183, Ste. 129. Owner Tom Lee, who 
was a medical doctor for 28 years, sells 
more than 400 types of all-natural herbs 
and dietary supplements. 250-8488

6a  Costume and accessories retailer 
Halloween Express opened two locations 
in the Northwest Austin area. The first is in 
the former Lack’s Home Furnishings store 
at 13530 N. US 183. The stores will be open 
through Nov. 2. 219-0659,  
www.halloweenexpress.com

6B  The second costume and accessories 
retailer Halloween Express location to 

open in Northwest Austin is at The Shops 
at Arbor Walk, 10515 N. MoPac, Ste. H. 
The stores will be open through Nov. 2. 
795-0002, www.halloweenexpress.com

7  Sweet Caroline’s Snow Shack opened 
its fourth trailer. The new location is at 
The Shops at Volente, 11416 N. RM 620, 
near Jiffy Lube. This trailer is owned by 
Les Wittman and serves 39 flavors of New 
Orleans–style snowballs, or snow cones. 
The shack opened Sept. 15 and will close 
for the season Nov. 9.  
www.sweetcarolinessnowshack.com

8  Yoga-inspired athletic apparel chain 
Lululemon Athletica opened a location at 
The Domain, 11600 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. 116, on Sept. 16. The retailer sells yoga 
and athletic apparel and yoga gear such as 
mats and bags. 339-2067,  
www.lululemon.com

9  Koko FitClub, a fitness club that uses 
a technology-based personal training 
system, opened Aug. 15 at 9231 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 106. The 30-minutes-or-less 
workout system will also be implemented 
in six additional locations coming to 
Williamson County throughout the next 
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Robert Reisch owns and operates Koko FitClub 
in North Austin. Koko FitClub offers personalized, 
interactive training systems. 

Austin resident Bert Bell launched his first line of 
outdoor kitchen furniture, Outdoor Kitchens by 
Bell, in August. 

GVM Hotel Partners purchased the 127-suite hotel, 
TownePlace Suites by Marriott, and plans to add 
a breakfast area and update hotel room features.

Tom Lee, owner of Lee’s Herbs, sells more than 400 
types of all-natural herbs and dietary supplements. 
Lee creates all the formulas himself.

restaurants in Austin. The restaurant 
offers pulled pork, St. Louis–style pork 
ribs, salads and more.  
www.voodoobbq.com

Relocations

16  Law firm Angenend & Augustine PC 
relocated this summer to the Austin Oaks 
office complex, 3445 Executive Center 
Drive, Ste. 100. The firm, which specializes 
in civil litigation, estate planning, 
transportation and insurance receivership, 
was previously located at 7800 N. MoPac. 
Angenend & Augustine formed in 2001. 
794-8989, www.aalawsdr.com

17  Hancock Fabrics relocated its store 
from 13450 Research Blvd. to 11066 Pecan 
Park Blvd., in Cedar Park on Aug. 23. The 
fabrics store also has a craft section and 
sells sewing machines, supplies and home 
decor items. 258-1668,  
www.hancockfabrics.com

18  Tech Ranch Austin, an incubator for 
startup technology companies, moved 
Aug. 29 from 2311 W. Rundberg Lane to 
9111 Jollyville Road in the Oakpointe office 
complex. Kevin Koym and Jonas Lamis 
founded Tech Ranch in 2008. 339-3242, 
www.techranchaustin.com

19  Medical services company 
InfraHealth Inc. relocated this summer to 
the Hyridge Place office complex, 8716  
N. MoPac, Ste. 200. InfraHealth was 
previously at 6101 W. Courtyard 
Drive, Bldg. 5. The company provides 
administrative services, such as billing and 
electronic record management, to health 
care providers. 877-328-3535,  
www.infrahealth.com

Under new ownership

20 Jennifer Gaynor took over The Whole 
Bite on Sept. 1. The prepared-food 
business is located in the Anderson 
Arbor shopping center at 13343 N. 
US 183,  Ste. 250. The Whole Bite sells 
balanced and organic meals that can be 
purchased to-go or eaten in-house. The 

business was known as Super Suppers 
until February 2011. 257-2910,  
www.wholebitemeals.com

21  GVM Hotel Partners, made up of 
investors Gatehouse Capital, Varro 
Hospitality and private investor John 
Muse, announced Sept. 14 that it had 
purchased the TownePlace Suites by 
Marriott, 10024 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. 
231-9360, www.marriott.com

Closings

22 Triumph Cafe, 3808 Spicewood 
Springs Road, closed its doors Aug. 31 after 
12 years of serving coffee and Vietnamese 
and American food.

23 Li’l Ones Consignment Boutique, 
12518 Research Blvd. Ste. J, closed  
Aug. 26. The shop sold secondhand 
clothing and toys for children.

In the News

24 St. David’s North Austin Medical 
Center, 12221 N. MoPac, was ranked 
in U.S. News Media & World Report’s 
“2011–12 Best Hospitals.” The hospital 
earned a “high-performing” status in 
nephrology, which deals with the kidneys, 
and neurology and neurosurgery. View the 
list at www.usnews.com/besthospitals.

25 Evernote, a Mountain View, Calif.–
based software company that creates 
note-capturing applications, announced 
Aug. 29 that it would open a studio near 
the Arboretum and hire a few hundred 
employees for product development.  
www.evernote.com

26 Inc. magazine released Aug. 23 its 
annual Inc. 500 ranking for 2011, and 
European Wax Center was named the 
fastest-growing franchise in the nation 
and the 82nd fastest-growing private 
company. Anderson Arbor shopping 
center location, 13359 N. US 183, Ste. 407, 
opened in 2009 and is owned by Austin 
resident Kirk Risha. 258-4929,  
www.waxcenter.com

Austin Beerworks founders (from left) Will Golden, Michael McGovern, Michael Graham and Adam DeBower 
started selling four types of beer in May. The brewery is located at 3009 Industrial Terrace, Ste. 150.

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwa@impactnews.com.
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CALENDAR

24–25  ‘The Infernal Comedy: 
Confession of a Serial Killer’
Actor John Malkovich stars in the Texas 
premiere of “The Infernal Comedy,” a play 
based on the real-life story of Austrian author 
and serial killer Jack Unterweger. Actor 
performances are accompanied by an on-
stage baroque orchestra. • Mon. 8 p.m., 
Tue. 8 p.m. • ($10–$52) • Bass Concert Hall, 
2350 Robert Dedman Drive • 471-2787  
www.texasperformingarts.org

27 Austin Innovators & Entrepreneurs 
meet-up
Part networking event, part speaker series, 
Austin Innovators & Entrepreneurs gives 
startups and venture capitalists an opportunity 
to rub elbows with leaders from the Austin 
Chamber of Commerce and IBM. • 5:30– 
7:30 p.m. • Free • IBM Executive Briefing 
Center, 11501 Burnet Road, Bldg. 904  
478-9383 • www.austinchamber.com

Sept. 25
By Amy Deis

“We took on the theme because it so incredibly fits the mission of CASA and the heroes 
volunteers are to kids who have been abused or neglected,” said Callie Langford, CASA’s 
marketing and communications manager.

A photo booth, obstacle course and costume contests are other featured activities. Proceeds 
go toward helping CASA recruit, screen, train and supervise volunteers. Last year, CASA was 
able to serve 1,300 children with the help of its 500 volunteers, Langford said. CASA also 
partners with Austin-based The Superhero Foundation, which aims to fight child abuse.

Registration starts at 7 a.m. in front of Macy’s at The Domain, and packet pickup is Sept. 24 
from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. at Rogue, 500 San Marcos St. The race begins at 8 a.m. at The Domain, 
11410 Century Oaks Terrace, with the costume contest after the race at 9:15 a.m. The entry 
fee for the 5K is $25 in advance, $35 on race day, $15 for the kids’ 1K in advance or $20 on 
race day. For more information, call 539-2677 or visit www.casatravis.org.
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Runners are invited to dress up in their superhero best for the second annual Superhero 5K run and 
kids’ 1K, benefiting children’s advocate CASA of Travis County.

CaSa Superhero Run
concert lecture by conductor Grant Gilman 
and pieces arranged by Gioachina Rossini, 
Astor Piazzolla, Aaron Copland and Edward 
Elgar. Select RRISD middle-school string 
students join the orchestra onstage for a 
grand finale. • 7 p.m. (lecture), 7:30 (concert) 
$20 (adult), $15 (senior), $10 (student with ID), 
free (children 5 and younger) • Round Rock 
Performing Arts Center, 5800 McNeil Drive  
264-5368 • www.roundrocksymphony.org

October
1 Center for Science and The Arts
Brentwood Christian School celebrates the 
opening of a new building on its campus, 
the Center for Science and The Arts, with a 
ribbon cutting and dedication ceremony. The 
school jazz band and honors choir perform, 
and school staff give tours of the arts wing 
and science wing. A reception with light 
refreshments follows the dedication.  
2–4 p.m. • Free • 11908 N. Lamar Blvd.  
835-5983 • www.brentwoodchristian.org

2 IBM Uptown Classic 5K and 10K
Now in its 12th year, the IBM Uptown Classic 
begins at the IBM Austin campus, loops 
through The Domain and travels along Burnet 
Road. The race can be run as a 5K or a 10K. 
Proceeds benefit YMCA Austin. • 6 a.m. 
(packet pickup); 8 a.m. (race start) • 10K: $35 
(before Sept. 25), $40 (before Oct. 1), $45 
(race day); 5K: $30 (before Sept. 25), $35 
(before Oct. 1), $40 (race day) • IBM Austin, 
11501 Burnet Road • 482-8676   
www.uptownclassic.com

3 Job fair 
The Wilco Entrepreneurs Community and 
Austin Job Seekers Network host the Talent 
Connect & Entrepreneur Exchange, in which 
the “speed-dating” technique is combined with 
job interviewing to fill temporary and long-term 
positions. See event website for a full schedule. 
8:30 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free (attendees), $50 
suggested donation (participating businesses) 
Hill Country Bible Church Northwest,  
12124 N. RR 620 • 983-7009  
www.talentconnectaustin.info

12 Night Out for Our Neighbors
Community Impact Newspaper raises money 
for the victims of the Central Texas wildfires 
with a night of live music and dancing and a 
silent auction. A donation bin for household 
goods, clothing and food is located at Savory 
Spice Shop, 10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 129, 
until Oct. 12. • 8 p.m.–midnight • $10 (adults 
21 and older) Speakeasy, 412 Congress Ave. 
989-6808 www.impactnews.com

Worth the trip
15 Alamo Goes to Camp
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema’s rolling roadshow 
features three summer camp–themed 
movies—1981 slasher “The Burning,” 
“Meatballs 2” and “Sleepaway Camp” in 
35 mm—at the Guadalupe Canoe Livery, 
located about an hour southwest of Austin. 
In addition to the movies, Alamo Drafthouse 
hosts games, outdoor activities and a meal 
under the stars. This event is for adults age 
21 and older. • 3:30 p.m.–2 a.m. • $45 (show), 
$50 (show and camping) • Guadalupe Canoe 
Livery, 8195 N. Hwy. 281, Spring Branch  
476-1320 • www.alamodrafthouse.com

15–16 Austin Chocolate Festival
Created for the serious chocolate lover, the 
festival consists of local chocolatiers and 
chocolate artisans who have their goods on 
sale and available to sample. Some will also 
compete in contests for Best Brownie and 

Most Creative Dessert, among others. • Sat.–
Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. • $21.65 (adult), $10.83 
(children 12 and younger) • Norris Conference 
Center, 2525 W. Anderson Lane • 637-0479 
www.austinchocolatefestival.com

22 Dogtoberfest
The fourth annual Dogtoberfest gives dog-
lovers a chance to indulge in all things canine—
and maybe even adopt a new pet. KXAN’s Jim 
Spencer emcees the event, which includes a 
dog costume contest, photo booth, wiener dog 
races and a silent auction. Proceeds benefit 
eight area dog rescue groups. • 10 a.m.–4 p.m.  
Free •  The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks 
Terrace •  www.dogtoberfestaustin.org 

22 Underwater spook house
Attendees of all ages are invited to don their 
spookiest costume or impersonate their 
favorite superhero for a costume contest and 
trick or treat at El Salido Pool. Explore the 
swampy depths of an underwater spook house 
and swim among creatures such as the Swamp 
Thing, Creature from the Lost Lagoon and 
Monster from the Deep. If the weather permits, 
the costume contest is followed by a dip in the 
outdoor pool. • 5:30–7 p.m. • Free • El Salido 
Pool, 11500 El Salido Parkway • 258-4104   
www.amld.org

Rollin’ on the River
The Northwest Austin Circle of Friends hosts 
a casino cruise on Lake Austin with live music, 
food from Vince Young Steakhouse and 
gambling. Participation in the casino games is 
free; winnings cannot be taken home. Tickets 
must be purchased by Oct. 20 and include one 
drink ticket and food. • 5:30–8:30 p.m. • $50 
(age 21 and older) • Lake Austin • 345-3149  
www.dellchildrenscircleoffriends.org 

September
24 Barnes & Noble author reading
Join Chuck Eddy for a reading of his new book, 
“Rock and Roll Always Forgets: A Quarter 
Century of Music Criticism,” a compilation of 
the music critic’s reviews, columns and essays. 
During his 30-year career, Eddy has interviewed 
bands such as the Beastie Boys, the Flaming 
Lips and AC/DC and rock stars including 
Robert Plant. A question-and-answer session 
and book signing follows the reading. • 2 p.m. 
Free • Barnes & Noble, 10000 Research Blvd.,  
Ste. 158 • 418-8985  
www.barnesandnoble.com 
 

24–25 Pecan Street Festival
The biannual festival showcases more than 
400 artisans and performers and includes 
a petting zoo, art tent and carnival rides. 
More than 50 local musical acts perform 
on three stages throughout the weekend, 
with proceeds benefiting area nonprofit 
organizations. • Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free • Sixth Street 
between Brazos Street and I-35 • 485-3190  
www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com

25 Fall Fusion
The Jewish Community Center hosts 
the annual fundraiser that features live 
music, dancing, drinks and food from local 
restaurants and caterers. A VIP reception 
and silent auction preview begins at 6 p.m.; 
doors open to everyone at 7 p.m. All proceeds 
benefit JCC Austin. • 6–9 p.m. • $250 
(VIP), $125 (general admission), $75 (Early 
Childhood Program and Kids Connection 
parents, newcomers to Austin in 2011 and 
adults age 30 and younger) • JCC Community 
Hall, 7300 Hart Lane • 735-8078   
www.shalomaustin.org

29 Balsamic vinegar and cheese 101
Jeff Conarko, owner of Con’ Olio Oils and 
Vinegars at The Arboretum at Great Hills, 
and John and Kendall Antonelli, owners 
of Antonelli’s Cheese Shop, present an 
evening of balsamic vinegar and cheese in an 
instructional setting. Tickets include samples 
of olive oil, balsamic vinegar, wine and 
artisanal bread. Reserve a space by calling the 
store at 342-2344. • 7–8:30 p.m. • $40 • Con’ 
Olio Oils and Vinegars, 10000 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 130 • 342-2344 • www.conolios.com

Developing women as leaders
Michelle Krejci, executive director of the Ann 
Richards School for Young Women Leaders 
Foundation, and Sylvia Acevedo, CEO and 
founder of CommuniCard LLC, discuss some 
of the challenges of being a woman in the 
workplace and ways that women can advance 
to managerial positions. • Free • 11:30 a.m.– 
12:30 p.m. • Concordia University Texas, 
11400 Concordia University Drive • 313-5302  
www.concordia.edu/speakerseries

30 Round Rock Symphony Orchestra
The fourth season of the Round Rock 
Symphony Orchestra begins with a pre-
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Community meetings Recent highlights

Concordia University student Michael Hoff-
man helps his fellow classmates move into the 
residence halls Aug. 20.
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Chef Carlos Crusco demonstrated how to dress, 
assemble, reduce and cook with balsamic 
vinegar at Con’ Olio Oils and Vinegars at The 
Arboretum at Great Hills on July 27.
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Employees of Austin-based Tiff’s Treats, which 
has a location at 11011 Research Blvd., enjoyed 
the music at the Austin City Limits Music Festi-
val Sept. 16–18 from their food tent. 
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Dancers performed at the Harvest Moon 
Festival, hosted by the Austin Asian-American 
Cultural Center Aug. 10.
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Yoga students kicked off the Free Day of Yoga 
at the opening festival Sept. 4 at Whole Foods 
Market, 525 N. Lamar Blvd. 
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September
29 Milwood Neighborhood 
Association
General meeting • 7 p.m. • Austin Public 
Library Milwood Branch, 12500 Amherst 
Drive • www.milwoodna.com
 

October
3 Walnut Creek
General meeting • 6:30 p.m. • Coffee A Deli, 
1180 N. Lamar Blvd. • www.main.org/wcna

12 Balcones Village/Spicewood 
Homeowners Association
General meeting • 7 p.m. • Balcones 
Country Club, 8600 Balcones Club Drive 
www.bvshoa.com 

13 Anderson Mill Limited District
Board of directors meeting • 7:30 p.m.  
Anderson Mill Limited District Community 
Center, 11500 El Salido Parkway   
www.amld.org 

18 Northwest Austin Civic 
Association
Board of directors meeting • 7:30 p.m. 
Anderson Mill Limited District Community 
Center, 11500 El Salido Parkway   
www.amld.org 

Laurel Oaks Neighborhood Association
Annual meeting • 6:30–8:30 p.m. • Austin 
Public Library Spicewood Springs Branch, 
8637 Spicewood Springs Road  
www.laurel-oaks.org 

19 North Austin Coalition of 
Neighborhoods
Quarterly meeting • 7–8:30 p.m.  
Pok-E-Jo’s BBQ, 2121 W. Parmer Lane   
www.lovenorthaustin.com

Balcones Civic Association
General meeting • 7 p.m. • First American 
Bank •  7800 N. MoPac • www.main.org/bac 

20 North Austin Civic Association
General meeting • 7–9 p.m. • Austin Public 
Library Little Walnut Creek Branch,  
835 W. Rundberg Lane  
www.naca-austin.org

Online Calendar
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REGIONAL 

By Macy Hurwitz
Cedar Park is looking to rem-

edy a problem that netted the 
city millions of dollars worth of 
sales taxes—money that should 
have gone to the City of Austin.

Several businesses in the 
Lakeline Mall area that are in 
the City of Austin’s jurisdic-
tion—despite having Cedar 
Park addresses—were designat-
ing their sales tax money to the 
City of Cedar Park instead of 
Austin. 

“Situations like this may come 
up in areas where there may be 
a store close to different taxing 
jurisdictions,” Texas Comptrol-
ler spokesman R.J. DeSilva said.

Cedar Park noticed the prob-
lem in 2008 after analyzing sales 
tax numbers over time.

“What tipped us off was that 
we had some odd trends,” City 
Finance Director Josh Selleck 
said. 

A thorough audit conducted 
by the Texas State Comptroller’s 
Office in 2009 concluded that 
the City of Cedar Park owed 
Austin $2,762,180.62. 

In 2010, Cedar Park struck an 
agreement with Susan Combs, 
Texas comptroller of public 
accounts, to repay $2,706,937.01, 
removing the 2 percent collec-
tion fee the comptroller charges, 
over 10 years.

The annual impact of that 
repayment plan is $970,000 per 
year to Cedar Park’s general 
fund and development funds 
when loss of revenue projections 
and payback requirements are 
taken into consideration.

Some Northwest Austin businesses  
misallocating sales taxes to Cedar Park 
Cedar Park looking for lasting solution to reoccuring problem

an ongoing problem
Although City of Cedar Park 

staff are aware of the problem, 
errors have continued to pop 
up. In May 2010, staff found a 
misallocation from a store in 
the Lakeline Mall area total-
ing $115,754.19, and in Novem-
ber, another error, this time for 
$209,891.26, was spotted.

Selleck and Councilmen Tony 
Dale and Matt Powell met with 
Combs to see what could be 
done to ensure the misalloca-
tions would not continue.  

“Some of those businesses are 
owned by people in other cit-
ies or other states, so they don’t 
have any ideas that they’re really 
in the City of Austin, not in the 
City of Cedar Park,” Dale said.

Selleck said city Budget Direc-
tor Aaron Rector goes through 
about 1,800 sales tax records 
per month to look for misallo-
cations, and the comptroller’s 
office has two staffers going over 
the records from the Lakeline 
Mall area.

“So now we’ve got three sets 
of eyes poring over this trying 
to make sure that these types of 
errors don’t happen again,” Sell-
eck said.

Potential solutions
Cedar Park city staff have been 

looking at ways to fix discrepan-
cies between mailing addresses 
and municipal jurisdictions. 

City Planning Director Rawls 
Howard said staff met with the 
postmasters of Leander and 
Cedar Park and gave them maps 
of proposed address changes, 

which were accepted.
“After our discussions, we 

then mailed our address change 
request to the USPS regional 
headquarters in San Antonio,” 
Howard said. “We received a 
response back from their district 
manager of what areas in our 
proposal they would be willing 
to consider and that they would 
be undertaking the process for 
surveying the addresses.”

Dale said his preference would 
be for the comptroller’s office 

SUmmER 2011 Cedar Park 
City Council asks city Planning 
Director Rawls Howard to look 
into address and/or ZIP code 
changes to avoid future errors.

NOV. 4, 2010 A member of the 
comptroller’s staff informs the city 
that additional errors have been 
found, totaling $209,891.26. 

APRIL 29, 2010 Comptroller 
Susan Combs accepts the city’s 
10-year repayment proposal.

2008 City staff notice unusual 
fluctuations in the city’s sales 
taxes.

JANUARy 2010 The 
comptroller’s office completes the 
audit and tells Cedar Park it has to 
pay back $2,762,180.62.

JUNE 2011 City Councilmen  
Matt Powell and Tony Dale, along with Cedar 
Park Finance Director Josh Selleck, meet 

with Combs and other comptroller staffers  
to discuss possible remedies.

mAy 2010 City staff finds 
another error from a store in the 
Lakeline Mall area. City staff meet 

with staff at the comptroller’s 
office and discusses the 
$115,754.19 error May 27. 

AUG. 31, 2009 City staff meets with 
staff from the comptroller’s office to discuss 
misallocations in sales tax payments to Cedar 
Park from businesses in Austin’s municipal 
jurisdiction. Comptroller staff tells Cedar Park 
staff they will conduct an audit stretching back 
    four years as required by state law.

mARCh 31, 2010 Cedar 
Park proposes a repayment plan to 
the comptroller’s office to pay back 
$2,706,937.01, which removes the 2 percent
    collection fee the comptroller charges.

Errors, an audit and taxes: A timeline

Source: City of Cedar Park

2011

2010

2009

2008

to change the way businesses 
report and submit sales tax 
remittances. 

“Our desire would be a legisla-
tive fix where systems that busi-
nesses use help them do it right,” 
Dale said, adding, however, that 
he was not hopeful that would 
happen any time soon. “There’d 
have to be some substantial IT 
work done, which, of course, 
costs money, so there is no appe-
tite on the Legislature’s side to 
possibly put in remedies.”

Selleck said there is a silver 
lining to the additional scrutiny 
Cedar Park subjects its sales tax 
numbers to.

“Cedar Park is still growing 
and still has so much commer-
cial growth, regardless of these 
issues. I think it’s good and 

healthy for us to be in a posi-
tion where we’re paying atten-
tion to where growth occurs and 
verifying, not just that we don’t 
get somebody else’s (taxes), but 
that we’re getting everything 
that belongs to come here,”  
Selleck said.

Comment at impactnews.com
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EDUCATION

By Taylor Short and Amy Deis
Next spring, hundreds of thousands of 

students across the state will tackle the 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness—or STAAR test. The new exam 
will have more demanding requirements 
and several more tests than the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.

Students in grades 3 through 9 will take 
the STAAR next year, but the roughly 
350,000 ninth graders statewide who just 
started the school year will be the first class 
required to pass 12 end-of-course (EOC) 
exams to graduate from high school.

“Since students should master the [state-
mandated curriculum] in order to receive 
credit on subjects taken in high school, 
and since the EOCs will test that level of 
mastery, the EOC approach gives a better 
picture of what students have learned than 
did the TAKS exit-level exams,” said Mark 
Billingsley, director of systemwide testing 
for Austin Independent School District.

In 2009, state lawmakers mandated the 
Texas Education Agency, the administra-
tive unit for primary and secondary educa-
tion, to develop a new state assessment test.

TEA spokeswoman Suzanne March-
man said there were several things that 
prompted a new test, but placing a larger 

Districts prepare for new state test

emphasis on college and career readiness is 
what drove the change.

“At the high school level, [legislators] 
wanted the test to indicate that the stu-
dents understood the Texas curriculum—
which is what TAKS does—but also show 
whether students were ready for college or 
post-secondary education or training for a 
career,” she said.

Mandated changes
The STAAR test will have new “grid-

dable” answers on math and science tests, 
Marchman said. In addition to multiple 
choice, some questions in the math and 
science portions now ask students to 
bubble in the calculation themselves.

“It’s more difficult and moves more 
toward critical thinking as opposed to 
memorization-type questions,” she said.    

Marchman said TEA received many 
complaints from the public and legislators 
about TAKS, including that high school 
instructors had to reteach old material to 
prepare for the tests.

TEA’s solution to counter-intuitive 
rehashing of old material is STAAR’s 12 
end-of-course exams. Instead of passing 
the TAKS test’s four exit-level subject area 
tests in order to receive their diploma, 

students will have to take and reach a pass-
ing cumulative score on all 12 EOC exams.

One of the most important changes in 
the STAAR test, Marchman said, is the 
ability for educators to track student prog-
ress from year to year.

The progress measures will be strength-
ened over time, as new testing results are 
available from previous years. The indica-
tor will be able to provide an early warn-
ing for students who are not on track to 
pass a future grade or might not be ready 
for advanced math or English courses in 
high school.
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Blueprints for each assessment were 
developed with test lengths ranging from 
30–60 items

Standards set separately for each grade 
and subject and based on the examination 
of test content

Standards have remained consistent since 
the first operational administration in 2003

Assesses standards that prepare students 
for the next grade or course

Students must pass three end-of-course 
tests in each of four core subject areas to 
receive a diploma

Assessments will increase in length at most 
grades and subjects

Assessments will encompass only the 
curriculum for that grade or course, with the 
exception of science at grades 5 and 8 

Overall test difficulty will be increased by 
assessing skills at a greater depth and level 
of cognitive complexity

Links performance year to year from grades 
3–8 to high school and from specific 
courses to college and career readiness

In grades 9–11, grade-level assessments 
evaluate content from multiple courses
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Difficult to measure student growth in 
commended performance category
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STAAR brings more exams, tougher standards than TAKS

Impact on ratings
Austin ISD received an Academically 

Acceptable rating from TEA on July 29—
the third-highest rating awarded based on 
TAKS scores, completion rates and annual 
dropout rates.

Those ratings will carry over through 
2012, as the state accountability system is 
overhauled in coordination with STAAR 
to something “very different,” Marchman 
said. Details will be worked out during the 
upcoming school year.

Comment at impactnews.com

STAGE 2 WATER RESTRICTIONS                                    

• Residential car washing only on designated 
watering days/times. No charity car 
washes.
• No washing of sidewalks, driveways, park-

ing areas or paved areas except to alleviate 
health/safety hazard.
• Limit golf fairway irrigation to designated 

days and times. 
• No water to be served at restaurants unless 

requested.
• No outdoor fountains except to provide 

aeration for aquatic life.
• No automatic fill valves for pools/ponds.

REPORT VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1

STAGE  

WATER
Saturday FridayTuesdaySunday

One Day Watering ONLY

RESTRICTIONS
TOOK EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 6

Violating water restrictions is a class C  
misdemeanor with a $475 fine. 

REPORT VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1

STAGE  

WATER
Saturday FridayTuesdaySunday

One Day Watering ONLY

RESTRICTIONS
TOOK EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 6

Visit  
WaterWiseAustin.org 
for more information.

When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!
Busy Families and Individuals:

ALLERGIES

INJURED 
ARM

(X-RAY) 

•  See a friendly, qualifi ed medical 
provider – walk in TODAY!

•  Available days, evenings and 
weekends.

•  WAHOO!® – (Wait At Home Or 
Offi ce); we’ll call you to let you 
know when your exam room 
will be ready!

•  Most major insurance accepted, 
including Medicare and Medicaid; 
or a discount program is available 
for uninsured patients.

RASH

EAR 
INFECTION

1-888-306-5311

Open 7 Days A Week;
Extended Hours

NextCareImpact.com

AUSTIN (Pecan Park)
12701 FM 620 
AUSTIN
6001 W. William Cannon, Ste. 302 
ROUND ROCK 
1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
GEORGETOWN
900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 105

$25* Sports Physicals 
and school physicals 
are available today – no 
appointment is necessary.
*Restrictions may apply, 
see website for further details.

TXnorth_Comm-ImpactNewsPpr_QTR4c_0811.indd   1 8/10/11   2:47 PM

Source: Texas Education Agency
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DEVELOPMENT

By Tiffany Young 
After nearly a year of con-

struction, The Trails at 620—a 
mixed-use development that will 
bring the Four Points area its 
own luxury movie theater—will 
begin opening in early 2012.

Two local residents, Rodney 
Speaks and Leslie Sloan, are 
developing the complex, which 
will also feature retail and office 
space, a 2-mile running trail and 
a playscape.

“We wanted to do more than 
just a row of boxes. We wanted 
it to have more of an Austin 
flavor with Austin retailers and 
restaurants, and to some extent 
we’ve been able to do that,” 
Sloan said.

Phase 1 is 90 percent leased, 
with a movie theater, national 
restaurant chains Whataburger, 
Freddy’s Frozen Custard and 
Schlotzsky’s, and locally owned 
Flores Mexican Restaurant, 
among future tenants. 

The Trails at 620 Phase 1 brings luxury 
movie theater, shopping to Four Points

The Trails at 620, located 
across RR 620 from Concor-
dia University and east of the 
Grandview Hills neighborhood, 
broke ground Feb. 12 and will be 
developed in two phases.

“It’s an excellent location in 
an area that is underserved for 
retail, restaurants and entertain-
ment,” Sloan said. “Both our 
families live in this area, so we 
know what’s needed here.”

Dinner and a show
On June 20, the developers 

announced that the Galaxy The-
atre, an upscale traditional cin-
ema and luxury dinner theater, 
would be the anchor business for 
Phase 1. 

The theater, which seats 1,500 
among 11 auditoriums, will be 
located on the southwest side of 
the development and should be 
open by June 2012.

Four of the auditoriums will 
offer reserved seating, plush 

recliners and in-theater food 
and beverage services, includ-
ing an extensive wine, beer and 
cocktail list. 

“We plan to make Galaxy The-
atre at the Trails the first choice 
in movie entertainment in the 
Austin area,” Speaks said.

Phase 2
Edge Realty Partners is 

preleasing for Phase 2, the final 
phase, which will begin con-
struction in late fall at the earli-
est. Sloan said the development 
will be more traditional retail 
with a combination of local and 
chain stores.

Some of the timing, she said, 
depends on signing an anchor 
tenant for the project, most likely 
a grocery store.

“We would love to have a 
specialty grocer, pet services, 
office services and some clothing 
stores,” Sloan said.

Phase 2 is anticipated to open 

about a year to a year-and-a-half 
after Phase 1.

Preserving the land
Of the original 169 acres that 

Speaks and Sloan purchased, 
about 100 of those were given to 
Travis County for preservation, 
and about nine more acres were 
sold to the county for additional 
preserve, leaving about 60 acres 
for development.

Because the area is in a 
sensitive environment—with 

Developers seeking anchor to begin Phase 2, facing environmental concerns

endangered species in the 
nearby Canyonlands Preserve—
construction must be planned 
carefully.

“We can’t start Phase 2 until 
after September because of envi-
ronmental issues with nesting 
birds,” Sloan said. “We’ve tried 
to design [The Trails at 620] to 
save a maximum number of oak 
trees and take advantage of the 
natural terrain.” 

Comment at impactnews.com

Phase 1 of The Trails at 620 will bring 
a movie theater, playscape and more 
restaurants to the Four Points area. In 
Phase 2, the developers hope to bring in 
a grocery store as well as retail, offices 
and a hike and bike trail.

Films, family fun

Residential 
developments

Grandview Hills Concordia  
University Dr.

620

Concordia 
University

Wilson Parke Ave.

Boulder L
n.

The Trails at 620

Drs. April Harris, Terrence Kuhlmann 
and Christopher Wilson 

are very pleased to welcome 

Dr. Allison Urrutia 
to the practice of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

GYNICS ASSOCIATES 
1007 East 41st Street, Austin 78751 

w w w. g y n i c s . c o m

Providing Quality 
Healthcare Since 1966

Appointments are now being accepted with Dr. Urrutia  
512.451.3131 • info@gynics.com

Thank You
to our honoree Rebecca Powers, founder of Impact Austin and to our 
sponsors for making this event a success. Your contributions make a 

difference to our students receiving scholarships.

Kristi Matus

Keith & 
Darci Weiser

Exclusive Platinum Sponsorship

Bronze Sponsorship

Silver Sponsorship

Gold Sponsorship

American Airlines • Aquila Commercial • Arts + Labor • BMT • The Bommarito Group • Beck
Brown McCarroll • CJG Engineers • Tom & Penny Cedel • Elizabeth Christian & Associates

Cunningham Allen • Don Graf • Heritage Title Company • Hillco Partners • HS&A
KGA Architecture • J.P. Morgan • Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & Preschool • The Powers Family

Regions Bank • Dr. & Mrs. Schmidt • Sodexo • T. Stacy & Associates • Thrivent Financial 
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New water restrictions limit lawn watering.
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Austin Water enacts Stage 
2 watering restrictions 

The extreme drought in Central Texas 
has prompted Austin Water to enact 
Stage 2 mandatory watering restrictions 
beginning Sept. 6. Stage 2 restrictions 
include: watering allowed one day per 
week, hand-watering allowed anytime, 
no automatic irrigation after 10 a.m. on a 
designated watering day, vehicle wash-
ing on a designated day before 10 a.m., 
no charity car washes, no water served 
at restaurants unless requested and no 
washing of sidewalks, driveways or other 
paved areas. The watering schedule is: 

residential odd addresses, Saturday; 
residential even addresses, Sunday; com-
mercial and multifamily odd addresses, 
Tuesday; and commercial and multifam-
ily even addresses, Friday.

  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council 
Oct. 6 and 20, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

County court redraws district 
boundaries to match census data

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court adopted new precinct borders effec-
tive Sept. 13.

Federal law requires Travis County to 
redraw its borders to reflect census data.  

Commissioner Karen Huber, of Precinct 
3, now represents areas near The University 
of Texas, downtown Austin and the area 
near Pease Elementary School.

The court adopted the new map by a 4–1 
vote. Huber opposed, stating that the new 
map left Precinct 3 too large for one com-
missioner to represent it properly.

New speed limits to take effect
Starting in September, Texas will no 

longer have a 65 mph nighttime speed 
limit for cars or any speed limit for trucks. 

The state Legislature passed Senate 
Bill 1353, which removes the two limits. 
TxDOT will study which road sections 
could have their limits increased from 70 
mph to 75 mph. 

“We will be removing the existing 
nighttime speed limit signs, truck speed 
limit signs and evaluating approximately 
50,000 miles of state highway with a 
current 70 mile-per-hour speed limit,” 

Austin Energy adds 103 plug-in 
charging stations around the city

Electric vehicles have many more loca-
tions to charge up with the addition of 103 
plug-in charging stations throughout the 
city. The Level 2 (220/240 volts) charg-
ing stations are located near restaurants, 
hotels, medical facilities, educational insti-
tutions, retail stores and public facilities. A 
map with all locations is available at www.
pluginpartners.org. Austin Energy offers a 
$25 six-month subscription swipe card for 
unlimited charging at any network loca-
tion. A credit card can be used for $2 per 
hour of charging. Station locations include 
Austin Community College and H-E-B.

austin

Travis County

Meetings

Drivers of electric cars can charge up by using 
an Austin Energy subscription swipe card.
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said Carol Rawson, TxDOT director of 
traffic operations. She said speed limit 
increases take effect when the new signs 
are installed. 

County declares local disaster
In response to the recent wildfires, the 

Travis County Commissioners Court 
unanimously declared a local disaster at 
its Sept. 13 meeting. 

In a letter to Gov. Rick Perry, Travis 
County Judge Samuel Biscoe said this 
fire season is so severe that “an effective 
response is beyond the capability of fire 
departments in Travis County to recover” 
without supplementary assistance.

Compiled by Bobby Longoria and Joe Olivieri

A fire in the Riata area of Northwest 
Austin Sept. 6 caused evacuations and 
area residents and businesses to lose 
power.

Firefighters responded to a brush 
fire on Parmer Lane near Riata Trace 
Parkway at 1 p.m. AFD later upgraded 
the brush fire to a Wildland Urban 
Interface—a type of fire where buildings 
are close to brush.

Edward Lee of the Austin Fire Depart-
ment said firefighters initially had dif-
ficulty reaching the fire, as it was deep in 
the brush. 

AFD set up access points near Riata 
Park Court, Dorset Drive and Deer 
Track. Firefighters conducted a limited 
evacuation in the Dorset Drive area 
before allowing residents to return to 
their homes around 2:30 p.m.

Austin Energy tweeted from its official 
Twitter account at 3:38 p.m. that power 
had been restored to residential and 
commercial customers in the area.

The fire department said Sept. 7 that 
the fire had been 100 percent contained 
but that firefighters were still working 
in the brush to eliminate hot spots. A 
greenhouse and a shed were damaged.

Fire investigators believe the fire was 
deliberately set, AFD Capt. Tommy 
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Firefighters responded to a brush fire Sept. 6, the 
Tuesday following the Labor Day weekend fires.

Riata-area fire damages two non-residential buildings in NW Austin

Mobley said. As of press time, no one 
had been arrested in association to 
the fire, said Michelle DeCrane, AFD 
spokeswoman. She declined to provide 
further detail about the cause of the fire 
or starting location. 
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Cedar Bend Drive—located on the north-
ern side of the St. David’s campus—Live 
Oak Gottesman, an Austin-based real 
estate investment firm, is planning a four-
story, 70,000-square-foot medical office 
building, Cedar Bend Professional Offices. 
Plans call for a bank and possibly a cof-
fee shop in addition to ample parking. 
The new development would be just south 
of the Plaza North and Texas MedClinic 
buildings.

On Renfert Way, which runs along the 
eastern border of St. David’s, Austin-based 
HealthCare Facilities Development Corp. 
is seeking tenants to fill Medical Oaks 
Pavilion III. The new 70,000-square-foot 
building at 12221 Renfert Way is identi-
cal to the original Medical Oaks Pavilion 
next door. Tenants have already starting 
moving in, including Texas Oncology on 
Sept. 6.

Building a ‘health care mall’
Austin Diagnostic Clinic laid the foun-

dation for the Northwest Austin medical 
hub in the early 1990s when it sought a 
partner to build a “health care mall,” or a 
one-stop shop with a hospital and clinic, 
said Sandy Carnelly, director of marketing 
and public relations for Austin Diagnostic. 

“We saw an opportunity in the Northwest 
back in the late ’90s because that’s where the 
growth was going,” Carnelly said.

Austin Diagnostic partnered with 
HealthTrust, a Nashville-based hospital 
developer and operator, and the complex 
that now serves as the core of St. David’s 
NAMC opened in 1995. HealthTrust was 
bought out by Healthcare Corporation 
of America, which operates St. David’s 
NAMC. Austin Diagnostic Clinic moved 
its family practice and pediatrics to a 
separate building adjacent to the hospital 
on 2400 Cedar Bend Drive, though it still 
oversees 100 physicians on the St. David’s 
NAMC campus.

Being close to St. David’s
In December 2008, St. David’s NAMC 

opened the Women’s Center of Texas, the 
first phase of an $83 million expansion that 
increased the hospital’s labor-and-delivery 
service capabilities and added the Breast 
Cancer Resource Center.

That expansion made the Northwest 
Austin area particularly attractive to 
medical office developers because doctors 
wanted to be close to the hospital. 

“As a hospital grows with more services, 
specialists and additional physicians, [doc-
tors] have shifted their presence to the epi-
center. I know of many who have moved 
from their downtown location to North 
Austin to be closer to their patients,” said 
Mark Clayton, senior vice president of  
St. David’s HealthCare.

 Growth is normal at St. David’s NAMC. 
The hospital nearly tripled the number of 
beds from 120 to 332 between 2000 and 

2011. St. David’s plans to continue grow-
ing its NAMC campus as well as expand-
ing to the outlying municipalities such as 
in Pflugerville and Round Rock.

“As the net population grows, the travel 
time [to a hospital] lengthens, and with 
that comes the challenge of providing 
timely, effective care,” Clayton said.

Taylor said that developing medical 
office space near hospitals is all about 

Plaza North
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

convenience. The area of MoPac at Parmer 
Lane provides access to the surrounding 
suburbs within 15 to 20 minutes.

“People don’t want to drive to 38th 
Street,” Taylor said. “They want to go [to 
the doctor] on their way to work or home 
from work. This area is on a travel route to 
Round Rock and Austin.”
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The medical corridor at MoPac and Parmer Lane, anchored by St. David’s North Austin Medical Center, has 
become similar to the 38th Street complex serving Central Austin.

Plaza North

Texas
MedClinic

Plains 
Capital Bank

4-story 
medical office

Coffee 
house

Bank

Real estate firm Live Oak Gottesman has proposed a development directly south of Plaza North.

Plaza North site and proposed development

Proposed development

TM

TM

The hungry in Central Texas today may surprise you. They are our friends and neighbors, 
recently laid-off adults, the elderly couple on the next block with a fixed income, all hiding 
in full view. And of the 48,000 clients we serve every week, more than 1 in 3 are children. 
Hunger is unacceptable, especially in our own backyard. We can end hunger, but we can’t  
do it alone.

Source: Land\Creek Development
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water twice, treating it after the first use 
and using it a second time on lawns or as a 
coolant for air conditioners. 

Leffingwell and Councilman Mike Mar-
tinez were the only opposing votes to the 
resolution.

a second opinion
Before the report was produced, the 

Audit and Finance Committee—com-
posed of Spelman, Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl 
Cole and Councilwomen Laura Morrison 
and Kathie Tovo—formally requested that 
the city auditor review the documents, 
according to a statement from Spelman. 
He declined to answer questions until he 
was able to further review the study.

Joe Wheeler, a resident of the Spicewood 
Springs area, where part of the construc-
tion of the 7-mile Jollyville Transmission 
Main that will carry treated water from 
the plant to a distribution center will take 
place, said he had no confidence in the 
numbers generated by the city and that 
independent verification was needed.

“Their conclusion is their conclusion, 
but it is the assumptions that I stand up 
against,” Wheeler said.

He questioned what could have a greater 
impact: delaying the plant at a cost of  
$138 million or $206 million, or proceed-
ing with the plant and spending more than 
$300 million to complete it and having no 

need for it for 10 or 15 years. 
“Intuitively, we knew it was going to 

cost so much to shut this down,” Martinez 
said. “Now we have spent many staff hours 
and money to come up with this report, 
and here we are weeks later—I dare say it’s 
going to be difficult to make this an argu-
ment.”

The need for the plant
Spelman said the city reached its peak 

water usage in August 2001, and since then 
water demand has gone down.

“That suggests we probably don’t need to 
build a whole new water treatment plant 
to meet rising demand—we don’t have ris-
ing demand,” Spelman said July 28 during 
a break in the council meeting.

Environmental groups have shared sim-
ilar concerns.

“What we do need to do is to 
use the water that we have more 
efficiently,” said David Fos-
ter, Texas program direc-
tor for national nonprofit 
Clean Water Action. “Peo-
ple have this notion that a 
water treatment plant cre-
ates water the way a power 
plant creates energy, and it 
doesn’t do anything of the 
sort. It just treats and dis-
tributes water.”

Greg Mezaros, director 
of the Austin Water Utility, 
said that even with water 

usage down, WTP4 is still needed.
“It’s more than just a plant, it’s a new 

intake in Lake Travis,” he said. “Currently, 
Austin draws all of its water out of Lake 
Austin. One of our long-term goals is to 
diversify our water supply spots, and hav-
ing an intake in Lake Travis, which is the 
deepest, biggest, cleanest lake in Central 
Texas, is important for us.”

Mezaros said the project could be con-
sidered “substantially under way” because 
about 90 percent of the contracts for con-
struction had already been approved and 
about $140 million of the $500 million 
project budget had been spent. 

Going in circles
What the study’s conclusions could 

mean for Water Treatment Plant 4 is 
murky. Tovo said she had sub-
mitted questions to the audi-
tor and would wait to draw any 

Delay
Continued from | 1

conclusions about delaying construction 
until the auditor released its own report, 
which she said would be in the next few 
weeks.

A 2009 city town hall meeting that 
brought together the council and public to 
air their concerns about WTP4 was sup-
posed to end the debate, Mezaros said. 

“[Afterward], council voted to start con-
struction, and here we are two years later 
having that same discussion … I certainly 
hope that whatever we decide, we can stay 
focused and move forward productively,” 
he said.

As of press time, no items related to 
WTP4 had been added to the council’s 
agenda.

“Right now, the plant will be built, 
period, unless someone would put some-
thing up [on the agenda],” Martinez said.

Comment at impactnews.com

Austin Water Utility rates on rise
According to the Austin Water Utility, the average residential water bill is set to rise 61.21 percent 
by 2016. Slightly less than 9 percent of the increase is due to construction of WTP4.
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But what about his heart? Heart disease may run in your family and 
there’s an easy, painless way to find out. A HeartSaver CT scan at Heart 
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the top 1 percent, and then 2 percent and 
so on until the cap is reached. 

Augustine Garza, deputy director of 
admissions at UT, said students who were 
automatically accepted to the university 
this year ranked in the top 8 percent of 
their class. Next year, automatic admis-
sion would be given to the top 9 percent. 

At Westwood, this means that a student 
must have higher than a 5.08 grade point 
average, according to RRISD approxi-
mations, achieved only through getting 
straight As in advanced placement, hon-
ors or International Baccalaureate classes, 
which carry more weight. 

The system, some Westwood students 
and parents say, favors lower-achieving 
high schools because top-ranked stu-
dents at many Texas high schools are not 
required to perform as well to gain auto-
matic admission to UT. 

In 2009, the most recent data available, 
the average high school GPA among stu-
dents enrolled at UT who were admit-
ted under the 10 percent rule was 3.01, 
according to the university.

While UT officials acknowledge the 
inequity, they say there is nothing to be 
done.

“If you are raised in one school system, 
you might get a better education than at 
another. [Schools] are not all the same,” 
Garza said. “We try to stay in the middle. 
We are going to treat the rural school in 
the same way that we treat the large public 
school.”

a law of unintended consequences
Texas’ top 10 percent rule, also known as 

HB 588, was enacted in 1998 in response 
to a 1997 law that barred affirmative action 
at Texas public colleges. HB 588 intended 
to increase diversity at the universities by 
boosting enrollment among students from 
rural or low-performing high schools.

The first year it went into effect, about  
41 percent of UT’s freshman class was 
composed of automatically admitted stu-
dents. By 2009, that number rose to 86 
percent, and UT Austin President Bill 
Powers told the Senate’s higher education 

committee that by 2013, the entire fresh-
man class would be composed of top 10 
percent students.

“Top 10 percent students don’t enroll in 
sufficient numbers in some very critical 
areas of our campus, including electrical 
engineering, geosciences, architecture and 
music. We’ve had to use all of our non-top 
10 percent admits to fill those programs 
… we are simply out of space,” Powers, 
who initially asked for a 50 percent cap, 
said at the hearing. “There is virtually no 
chance of getting into The University of 
Texas if you’re not in the top 10 percent.”

After two days of debate during the 
2009 legislative session, lawmakers passed  
SB 175. The new law meant UT’s admis-
sions department would have a larger 
pool of applicants to exercise discretion 
over; however, it also reduced the amount 
of students—meritorious students, some 
argue—eligible for automatic admission.

Questioning the importance of rank
Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús 

Chávez said that for years, some parents—
primarily those with children who attended 
Westwood—have supported an overhaul of 
class rank because they believed the policy 
of automatically including class rank on col-
lege transcripts put students at a disadvan-
tage. 

They said that university admissions 
placed a stigma on students who did not 
rank highly, even though the student may 
have a good GPA, and put unwarranted 

pressure on students to pack their schedule 
with AP or honors courses.

In June 2010, Chávez temporarily sus-
pended the district’s policy of automatically 
publishing rank and put together a commit-
tee to evaluate the policy going forward. 

Formation of the committee was also 
motivated by the then-recent decision by 
Eanes ISD, along with Carroll ISD and 
Highland Park ISD, in Southlake and Dal-
las, respectively—all of which are academi-
cally distinguished districts—to discontinue 
publishing class rank unless directed to do 
so by the student. 

The districts chose to do away with the 
ranking for several reasons, but chief among 
them was the desire to increase competition 
among students who fell outside of the top 
10 percent, reduce unnecessary pressure on 
students and, finally, because some studies 
showed that class rank was of decreasing 
importance to the college admissions pro-
cess. 

A National Association of College Admis-
sion Counseling survey conducted in 2009 
showed that just 15 percent of university 
respondents indicated that class rank was 
of “considerable importance,” down from 43 
percent in 1993. 

The 21-person task force, composed of 
parents, university representatives, RRISD 
employees and student advisers, met seven 
times between August and November 2010. 
They concluded in a report presented to 
Chávez in January that RRISD’s class rank 
policy be re-implemented at the beginning 

of the 2011–12 school year.
“What we found was that when high 

schools provided rank, the institutions were 
able to use that rank to promptly review 
the application. If rank is not provided, the 
college has to go back and hand-determine 
where that student falls within the evalua-
tion of their peers or class,” said Christine 
Bowman, associate director of admissions 
at Southwestern University  and chair of the 
rank in class committee. 

According to a survey the committee sent 
to colleges across the country, including the 
110 universities most frequently attended by 
RRISD graduates, 83 percent of respondents 
said that not providing rank on a transcript 
either impacted or halted admission review. 
They also found that area colleges still placed 
a premium on rank, with 83 percent saying 
it was either extremely or moderately ben-
eficial to admission review.

The board of directors of RRISD accepted 
the committee’s analysis and voted to adopt 
its recommendation, putting the policy back 
into place for seniors graduating in 2012.

“We’re comfortable with the recommen-
dations the committee made. Is it more com-
petitive in one high school over another? 
The answer is yes, and Westwood does have 
a culture of being very competitive from an 
academic standpoint,” Chávez said.

But, he added, all the schools must be 
treated the same for the sake of standardiza-
tion.

Westwood
Continued from | 1 How does Westwood compare to rest of Texas?

In the 2009–10 school year, the most recent data available, Westwood High School students on average 
scored considerably higher on the SATs and ACTs than students in the rest of the state.
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utility’s growth, have appeared 
on customer bills, said Larry 
Weis, general manager of Austin 
Energy. The rate redesign will 
bring power supply charges to 
zero and embed the cost within 
the new rates.

Although talk of a rate rede-
sign first began nearly a decade 
ago, and while the utility has 
been operating at a loss for years, 
it was not until AE presented its 
Resource, Generation and Cli-
mate Protection Plan to 2020 last 
year that the utility felt it neces-
sary to increase rates in order to 
meet the city’s growth and need, 
Weis said.

“We want each customer [seg-
ment] to stand on its own and pay 
its cost of service to try to impede 
any complaints that these rates 
aren’t fair,” he said.

If the public discussion and 
Austin City Council approval 
process goes as the utility hopes, 
implementation of the new rates 
may occur as early as January.

The residential segment
According to AE’s cost-of-

service study, the residential 
customer segment makes up  
$107 million of the $131 million 
revenue deficit, urging the need 
for a 28.7 percent increase in the 
residential class.

AE has outlined four increased 
rate options for residential users 
that will be considered by City 
Council. Depending on usage 
and which option is chosen, the 
rates will change a residential 
customer’s bill by as much as  
60 percent or as little as 5 percent.

In comparison, commercial 
and industrial users, depending 
on usage, face a change as high as 
22 percent or as low as 1 percent.

Nineteen of AE’s large indus-
trial users have fixed rates that 

have been under contract since 
2007 and will not end until 2015, 
Austin Energy spokesman Ed 
Clark said. These 19 users are 
classified by their use of 3 mega-
watts or more of energy at any 
given time. A megawatt is 1,000 
kilowatts; the average house uses 
about 6 kilowatts of energy at any 
given time.

Even if the rate redesign was 
implemented in January 2012, 
the utility would have a $30 mil-
lion deficit for the 2011–12 fis-
cal year, a $75 million deficit 
for the 2012–13 fiscal year, and 
ultimately would not break even 
until 2016, Clark said. Until the 
19 large industrial user contracts 
expire in 2015, they account for 
$20 million of the deficit every 
year. Their rates would then 
be raised in 2015 to meet the  
$20 million needed.

Digging the hole
Electric Utility Commission 

member Linda Shaw joined the 
commission in 1994, the moment 
the commission began a lengthy 
series of meetings concerning the 
last rate redesign.

Shaw said as more utilities 
become deregulated across the 
state, the competitive market 
rises, resulting in sales and buy-
ing of electricity based more on 
who has the lowest price and not 
the best long-term goal.

“If you charge too much for 
your energy, if you put it out there 
to sell and it costs you more than 
what the market bears—you can’t 
sell your idle generation,” Shaw 
said.

In the past, AE has paid for 
expansion with cash, but recently 
the utility has had to borrow 
more and more.

“We have gotten to the point 
we don’t have cash to do those 
things; we have to borrow,” Weis 
said. “Cost of transmission has 
gone up and a piece of a copper 

wire has gone up. All of these 
costs have gone up significantly. 
We have not addressed that and 
that is why it’s time.”

The Electric Utility Commis-
sion can only give guidance to 
the City Council and has no 
hand in the final decision. Shaw 
expects that the rate redesign will 
not pass through City Council 
smoothly, however, and it might 
be appealed to Texas’ Public Util-
ity Commission.

“There has already been some 
inclinations [by the Public 
Involvement Committee] that 
they feel rates are not fair,” Shaw 
said. “It will be appealed to the 
PUC, which, of course, would 
examine everything.”

The public’s perception
Carol Biedrzycki, executive 

director of Texas Ratepayers’ 
Organization to Save Energy, 
said her group sent a letter to 
City Council, signed by 22 citi-
zens representing 13 groups, 
outlining their disapproval of the 
rate redesign.

Biedrzycki said the rate 
increase is being allocated dis-
proportionately to residential 
customers and was formed to 
reward the industrial class.

Weis said 60 percent of AE’s 
customer base uses less than 
1,000 kilowatt hours per month 
and are paying $6 a month for a 
customer charge. The monthly 
charge may increase from $6 to 
a value as high as $30 or as low 
as $10 for the various residential 
options. 

“This huge customer charge … 
also disproportionately impacts 
low-income customers who can 
least afford the rate increase,” 
Biedrzycki said.

AE’s Nov. 5, 2010, affordabil-
ity study analyzed the residential 
electricity burden felt by custom-
ers from 2006 to 2008.

Customers with homes that fell 

Rates
Continued from | 1

under 50 percent of the federal 
poverty threshold, with a family 
of four income limit of $10,514 
per year, paid 39.3 percent of their 
income per year on their electric 
bill. In contrast, customers in the 
51 percent to 100 percent thresh-
old, who make $21,027 per year, 
paid 10.5 percent of their income 
per year on their electric bill.

The study details the burden 
for several thresholds, including 
homes that make $105,135 per 
year and that pay only 2.3 percent 
of their income on their electric 
bill. The results made research-
ers wonder at what level does any 
utility-related burdens begin to 
affect public policy.

“A number of observers have 
used 6 percent as a potential nor-
mative threshold upon which 
households paying above this 
amount are faced with electricity 
burden,” the study said. “Below 
150 percent of the poverty 

threshold, households experi-
ence a very high electricity bur-
den and perhaps what a reason-
able observer would suggest is 
deserving of public policy inter-
vention.”

Going forward
The Electric Utility Commis-

sion will meet on Oct. 3 and 17, 
after which the rate redesign and 
the commission’s recommenda-
tions will go to the City Coun-
cil in November and December. 
Approval of the rate redesign may 
be as soon as early December 
with implementation by January.

Apparent dissatisfaction of the 
rate redesign suggests that the 
rate redesign will likely reach the 
PUC before being adopted. If so, 
Austin Energy’s goal of a January 
2012 implementation may drift 
even further.

Comment at impactnews.com

Why not get up close and personal 
with a rescue dog today?

Mark your calendar now to attend the fourth 
annual Dogtoberfest at The Domain.

OCTOBER 22ND, 2O11
Meet Dogs Available For Adoption

KXAN Canine Costume Contest
Celebrity Emcee: KXAN’s Jim Spencer

Neiman Marcus Dog Photo Booth

Wiener Dog Races | Dog Demonstrations
Pet Products & Services | Silent Auction

10am–4pm

After 17 years of the same rate scale, 
AE’s budget is calling for an overhaul.

Examining the utility’s 
financial structure

Source:  
Austin Energy

Total revenue needed 
for operations:

Current revenue  
under existing rates:

Resulting revenue 
shortfall:

13% total rate increase

$1,136,020,803

$1,004,133,897

$131,886,906

-

How the increase affects residential users:

= 28.7%

$107 million in revenue is needed from the 
residential customer sector for operations.

rate increase
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Relax 
You deserve it!

8015 Shoal Creek Blvd. • Ste. 110 • 419.1000 • www.hcaustin.com

Can be used with one or two   
 guests. Must present coupon.
   Offer expires 12/31/11

TWO
60-MINUTE
   MASSAGES
for $90 ($150 value)

Must present coupon.
Offer expires 12/31/11

$45
FIRST ACUPUNCTURE 

CONSULTATION 
AND TREATMENT

($90 value)

CHIROPRACTIC CARE • ACUPUNCTURE TREATMENT • MASSAGE THERAPY

Must present coupon.
Offer expires 12/31/11

$30
 INITIAL EXAM,  

DIGITAL X-RAYS & 
FIRST TREATMENT

($150 value)
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Pflugerville ISD is implementing a plan 
to address the areas in which the district 
failed to meet federal academic standards 
last school year.

 The so-called District Strategic 
Improvement Plan follows the district’s 
failure in three areas to meet the increas-
ingly rigorous Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) standards mandated under the 
federal No Child Left Behind Act. 

The plan includes training staff on 
the best way to teach special education 
students, developing a two-year plan at 
elementary and middle schools to assure 
core content teachers are certified in 
English as a Second Language (ESL) and 
providing more resources for special 

needs and English-learning students.
 “We are constantly looking at data to 

see if there is anything in the curriculum 
that needs to be revised,” PISD Director 
of Accountability Kathy Hickok said.

 The Texas Education Agency released 
data in August showing that eight out of 
25 PISD schools did not meet AYP stan-
dards in 2011. AYP standards for 2011 
required a district and its schools to test 
at least 95 percent of its students and have 
at least 80 percent of the students pass the 
Reading/English Language Arts test and 
at least 75 percent pass the Mathematics 
test on the Texas Assessment of Knowl-
edge and Skills (TAKS). AYP criteria also 
includes graduation and attendance rates.

By Gene Davis

  Education  FOC

PISD looks to improve student performance

The district overall failed to meet the 
AYP targets in math and reading for 
special education students and reading for 
ESL students.

 PISD Deputy Superintendent Keith 
McBurnett said the AYP results are 
just one indicator of academic growth. 
Twenty-four of 26 PISD schools met or 
exceeded state accountability standards, 
and 14 schools earned ratings of Exem-
plary or Recognized, compared with only 
five PISD schools that earned the same in 
2004.

 “We know that standardized tests are 
one way that districts are measured, but 
state and federal ratings are certainly not 
the only way schools should be judged,” 

McBurnett said. “Our promise to our stu-
dents, parents and the PISD community 
is to prepare each child for their future in 
our world. I think we are living up to that 
promise.”

 Hickok said AYP standards are getting 
significantly more difficult for schools and 
districts to meet. In Texas, 1,865 more 
schools and 355 more districts failed to 
meet AYP standards in 2011 than in 2010.

 Under the No Child Left Behind Act, 
seven student groups and districts must 
test 100 percent on AYP standards by 
2014. U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan has called that goal unrealistic 
and has pledged to propose changes to 
the regulations.

The Austin Independent School District 
board of trustees approved a $703.3 mil-
lion general fund budget for fiscal year 
2012 at its Aug. 22 meeting. 

The board set the total tax rate of $1.242 
per $100 of assessed value and reinstated 
tax breaks for historic properties for one 
year only.

“The district initiated a long and rigor-
ous budget planning process,” Superin-
tendent Meria Carstarphen said. “While 
we haven’t all, as a school community, 
agreed on every decision, we do believe 
that we have placed the best budget 
before you to support the work of the 
district’s strategic plan.”

By Kate Hull

AISD budget approved

Trustees spoke out in support of 
the budget; however, some members 
expressed frustration with the difficult 
process of drafting the budget because 
of state cuts to education. The total state 
budget reductions will decrease funding 
for AISD for 2011–12 by $35.6 million, 
according to the AISD budget. For this 
current fiscal year, the state’s funding 
reductions were offset by a one-time infu-
sion of $13.8 million given to the district 
from the federal Education Jobs Fund.

District 7 Trustee Robert Schneider 
expressed support of the budget but said 
he was less than satisfied with state’s cuts 
to public education, which has caused the 

cutting of various successful programs.
“I do support the budget, but I continue 

to wish the state would have funded edu-
cation better, but that is, unfortunately, 
not the case,” he said. 

Board president Mark Williams 
referred to the district as a nearly billion-
dollar business. With an adopted bud-
get of more than $972 million, AISD is 
required to give local funds to the state as 
part of Texas’ Robin Hood law. Chapter 
41 requires property-rich districts to 
redistribute property taxes to property-
poor districts.

The approved tax rate will remain at 
$1.079 per $100 of assessed value for 

maintenance and operations; however, the 
interest and sinking fund used to cover 
debt for bond programs will increase 
from $0.148 to $0.163 per $100 of assessed 
value.

Under the budget, the total tax rate will 
be $1.242 per $100, which will account for 
an increase of $5,152,451 from the 2011 
fiscal year, according to the district’s bud-
get plan. The maintenance and operations 
tax rate stayed the same for a fourth year.

The board also approved tax exemp-
tions for historic properties in Austin. 
AISD put together a list of eligible 
properties, which is available at www.
austinisd.org.
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austin ISD

1  Cook Elementary

2  Davis Elementary

3  Hill Elementary

4  McBee Elementary

5  Summitt Elementary

6  Burnet Middle School

7  Murchison Middle School

8  Anderson High School

9  Lanier High School

Pflugerville ISD

10 Copperfield Elementary

11 Northwest Elementary

12 Parmer Lane Elementary

13 River Oaks Elementary

14 Westview Middle School

15 Connally High School

Round Rock ISD

Find Round Rock Independent School District news and statistics 
in the October issue of Community Impact Newspaper.

The purpose of this map is to show boundary lines 
and general locations of Northwest Austin schools.
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2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus
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ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

1  Cook 1511 Cripple Creek 414-2510 1974 903 Academically Acceptable 96.1% 87% 85% 90% 87% 78% 94% 82% 82%

2  Davis 5214 Duval Road 414-2580 1992 705 Exemplary 29.6% 97% 92% 98% 98% 91% 93% 100% 94%

3  Hill 8601 Tallwood Drive 414-2369 1970 779 Exemplary 14.3% 99% 99% 100% 99% 100% 98% 100% 99%

4  McBee 1001 W. Braker Lane 841-2500 2000 766 Recognized 98.1% 86% 82% 86% 79% 94% 90% 90% 86%

5  Summitt 12207 Brigadoon Lane 414-4484 1986 932 Recognized 43.5% 95% 96% 87% 91% 92% 96% 100% 97%

MIDDLE SCHOOLS 2010 results 6th 7th 8th

6  Burnet 8401 Hathaway Drive 414-3225 1961 1,013 Academically Unacceptable 94.5% 67% 64% 65% 78% 65% 69% 83% 70%

7  Murchison 3700 North Hills Drive 414-3254 1967 1,341 Academically Acceptable 23.8% 96% 94% 89% 88% 95% 93% 99% 96%

HIGH SCHOOLS 2010 results 9th 10th 11th

8  Anderson 8403 Mesa Drive 414-2538 1973 2,089 Academically Acceptable 21.8% 94% 91% 95% 90% 90% 86% 96% 97%

9  Lanier 1201 Payton Gin Road 414-2514 1966 1,636 Academically Acceptable 84.9% 80% 61% 80% 54% 82% 69% 84% 86%

Sources: Austin ISD, Texas Education Agency These AISD schools are located in Northwest Austin
as defined by Community Impact Newspaper.

DISTRICT SCORES BY GRADE

2011 TAKS results (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 94% Math 88%

Grade 4 Reading 86% Math 89%

Grade 5 Reading 83% Math 48%

Grade 6 Reading 80% Math 80%

Grade 7 Reading 80% Math 78%

Grade 8 Reading 87% Math 75%

Grade 9 Reading 90% Math 71%

Grade 10 English language arts 87% Math 75%

Grade 11 English language arts 91% Math 88%

2010-11 STATISTICS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.1% 62.7%

Limited English proficient (LEP) 16.9% N/A

Average years experience of teachers 11.3 11.2

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $44,243 

SUBJECT State 2010 District 2010

Reading 91% 87%

Math 82% 78%

Writing 93% 90%

Science 78% 74%

Social studies 93% 91%
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Austin ISD

  Education  FOC

Burnet Middle 6 Murchison Middle 7

Anderson High 8Lanier High  9

McBee Elementary 4 Cook Elementary 1 Summitt Elementary 5 Davis Elementary 2 Hill Elementary 3

Austin ISD feeder pattern
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2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus
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10 Copperfield 12135 Thompkins Drive, Austin 594-5800 1998 633 Academically Acceptable 86.83% 92% 93% 84% 84% 79% 89% 93% 95%

11 Northwest 14014 Thermal Drive, Austin 594-4400 1986 646 Academically Acceptable 62.38% 93% 88% 96% 90% 88% 92% 96% 97%

12 Parmer Lane 1806 Parmer Lane, Austin 594-4000 1982 533 Academically Acceptable 68.14% 91% 93% 88% 90% 89% 97% 96% 96%

13 River Oaks 12401 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin 594-5000 1993 505 Recognized 80.61% 90% 82% 94% 84% 82% 88% 94% 94%

MIDDLE SCHOOLS 2010 results 6th 7th 8th

14 Westview 1805 Scofield Lane, Austin 594-2200 1988 985 Unacceptable 70.58% 79% 71% 75% 70% 79% 73% 90% 61%

HIGH SCHOOLS 2010 results 9th 10th 11th

15 Connally 13212 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin 594-0800 1996 2,011 Academically Acceptable 61.08% 90% 70% 88% 66% 86% 66% 91% 88%

These PISD schools are located in Northwest Austin  
as defined by Community Impact Newspaper.

Pflugerville ISD

  Education  FOC

DISTRICT SCORES BY GRADE

2011 TAKS results (percent that made standard)

Grade 3 Reading 90% Math 85.7%

Grade 4 Reading 86% Math 87.9%

Grade 5 Reading 94.6% Math 95.1%

Grade 6 Reading 82.9% Math 79.4%

Grade 7 Reading 85.8% Math 80.1%

Grade 8 Reading 95.6% Math 89.2%

Grade 9 Reading 90.9% Math 73.2%

Grade 10 Reading 76.1% Math 91.4%

Grade 11 Reading 89.6% Math 92.5%

2010–11 STATISTICS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.08% 53.09%

Limited English proficient (LEP) 16.86% 16.58%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $46,721 

SUBJECT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

Reading 90% 91% 90%

Math 84% 84% 84%

Writing 92% 94% 92%

Science 83% 83% 82%

Social studies 95% 96% 96%
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Sources: Texas Education Agency and Pflugerville ISD 

Parmer Lane 12 River Oaks 13 Northwest 11 Copperfield 10

Connally  15

Westview  14  

Pflugerville ISD feeder pattern
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I 35 S @ Slaughter ● 512.291.5577    
 
N Mopac @ Parmer ● 512.835.5577 
 
   texasmedclinic.com 

     
WWWEEE’’’RERERE   HHHEREEREERE   WWWHENHENHEN      
YYYOUOUOU   NNNEEDEEDEED   UUUSSS   FFFOROROR... ... ...                                                      
         Flu shots.          .   
AND ALL OF LIFE’S LITTLE EMERGENCIES 

Serving South Central Texas since 1982 

Open 8am-11pm, Every Day 
 

Flu shots now available! 

Cost $24/ shot 

No appointment needed 

If you are 65 or older, ask about  
FluZone HD for added protection. 

  

12401 Hymeadow Bldg. 5  Austin TX 78750 (Across from Westwood High School) • 512-250-8225 • www.alanschauerdds.com

Alan Schauer, DDS
Matthew Lucero, DMD Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

• Restore a smile in as little as a day with DENTAL IMPLANTS
• Digital X-Rays using 90% less radiation than traditional X-Rays
• Beautiful Veneers or Invisalign Clear Braces - create Beautiful Smiles
• Magnification and Laser Assisted Cavity Detection and Soft Tissue 

laser to treat gum disease more effectively

• Several oral surgeons refer patients only to Dr. Schauer to rebuild 
the smile/teeth after surgery. They trust  him to make their patients 
look incredible.

• Serving the community for over 20 years

Regularly $204 You SAVE $145
Cannot be combined with other offers. No cash value. 

Expires 10/31/11. See our website for additional offers.

Bring in this ad for

$100 OFF 
any treatment 

with completion of New Patient Comprehensive Exam and X-Ray.
Cannot be combined with other offers.  Expires 10/31/11

$59 New Patient Exam and 
Full Mouth X-Rays

“We Raise Concrete, You Save Money”
The Green Alternative 
To Replacement That 
Saves You Green!

ADVANTAGES OVER REPLACEMENT

WE CAN RAISE OR LEVELWEWE CCANAN RRAIAISESE OOR R LELEVEVELLWE CAN RAISE OR LEVEL

• National Brand
• Save up to 70%
• Quick Turnaround Time
• Immediate Access to Slab
• No Re-Landscaping–Save $$
• No Land� ll Waste, Less Noise

• Sidewalks
• Patios & Stoops
• Parking Lots
• Factory Floors

• Driveways
• Pool Decks
• Stairs 
• Garages

www.AustinCRC.com

ELIMINATE TRIP AND FALL HAZARDS

Locally owned and operated
A ti CCRCCC

FREE ESTIMATES (888) 788-4313
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“Kids grow like beanstalks,” Sha-
ron Munroe likes to say. The owner of 
children’s consignment shop Little Green 
Beans should know: She is the mother of 
two—soon to be three in September.

Still wearing heels in her ninth month 
of pregnancy, Munroe moves carefully 
though racks of pint-sized T-shirts, pants 
and dresses, size newborn to a children’s 
size 16.

The remaining space is filled with toys, 
books, maternity wear and equipment, 
such as diaper-changing tables, high-
chairs and strollers.

Even filled to capacity, the store 
appears orderly with clothing organized 
by type—play, dress-up, school uniforms 
and dance apparel—and toys categorized 
by the age or size they are intended for.

Munroe said her items are typically 
50 percent to 70 percent off the original 
retail price. For instance, a Graco Pack 
‘n Play that retails for about $130 costs 
$55 at Little Green Beans. But what she 
thinks draws customers to her store is 
not so much affordability; rather, it is the 
store’s atmosphere and her attention to 
customer preference. 

In the past six months, Munroe has 
posted four surveys on the Little Green 
Beans website to gauge customer satisfac-
tion with their store experience and test 
new product and service concepts.

“Getting regular, structured feedback 
really helps me run Little Green Beans 
and improve the customer experience,” 
she said. 

Even the name Little Green Beans 

Sharon Munroe volunteered at the Assistance League of Austin’s thrift store before opening her own shop.

came from gathering input. Munroe 
emailed “100 of her closest friends” ask-
ing them to come up with a store name 
based on her concept. The winner would 
get a gift certificate to his or her favorite 
store. “Green Beans” was a favorite, and 
Munroe simply added the “Little.”

For Munroe, seeking feedback is just 
part of the job. Before opening Little 
Green Beans, she worked in market 
research, first at Dell Inc. and then 
remotely for large, global market research 
firms.

Her choice to switch to the resale sector 
was inspired by her volunteer work with 
the Assistance League of Austin. For 10 
years, Munroe was a day manager on Sat-
urdays at the organization’s thrift shop, 
one of its main fundraising sources. That 
experience taught her how to curate and 
manage inventory, but more importantly, 
it allowed her to interact with customers 
throughout the day, which is what drew 
her to start her own store.

“I love being around children and 
families with children,” she said.

Little Green Beans 
9070 Research Blvd.,
Ste. 103
346-3046
www.lilgreenbeans.com
Twitter: @lilgreenbeans

By Sara Behunek

Little Green 
Beans
Children’s consignment shop 
tailors to customer preference 

BUSINESS
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Seeking help through SCORE

SCORE, a national nonprofit organization with an 
Austin chapter, was an integral part of getting Little 
Green Beans off the ground, owner Sharon Munroe 
said. Since 1964, SCORE volunteers have provided 
free advice to business owners and entrepreneurs. 

Celia Bell, who spent much of her career at 
BusinessSuites, a shared office space company, 
counseled Munroe on the launch of her shop. 

“We think of ourselves and talk of ourselves as 
mentors. We will be there from the beginning of the 
process until as long as we’re needed,” Bell said. 

Bell is one of 45 volunteers at the Austin SCORE, 
which worked with 2,000 businesses last year.  
For more information, go to www.scoreaustin.org.
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Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL1101198

Bill Anderson, Agent
8716 N MO-PAC EXPY, Suite 120

Austin, TX 78759
Bus: 512-346-0884  

Toll Free: 866-346-0884
bill.anderson.b4fc@statefarm.com

That’s when you can 
count on State Farm®.

I know life doesn’t come with a 

schedule. That’s why at State 

Farm you can always count on 

me for whatever you need - 

24/7, 365.

Get to a Better StateTM.
Call me or visit us

online today.
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EXPERTNeed a Dell laptop

.C
O

M

More than 150,000+ 
genuine Dell laptop parts
and accessories in stock &
parts include a 90 warranty.

Factory Refurbished Dell 
laptops starting at $199.
1 Year extended warranty
available.

We specialize exclusively
in Dell laptop repair. Flat
$100 labor fee can repair
your laptop drops or spills.

Dell Laptop Parts Dell Laptop RepairRefurbished Laptops

Dell Laptops         Laptop Parts         Laptop Repair         Laptop Refurbishing  
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(512) 339-1990 Hours: 10 am-7pm Mon-Fri
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Locally owned and operated since 2002
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Friday, October 14. 7:00 am to 11:45 am
Williamson Conference Center

Early Bird (Expires after September 15) – $25
General Price (Beginning September 16) – $30

Presented by:

For more information call 512-255-5805
or visit us online at

www.roundrockchamber.org

NIGHT FOR OUR 
NEIGHBORS
– A COMMUNITY IMPACT CARES BENEFIT –

412-D Congress Ave., 
Austin, Texas 

(Entrance in the Alley)  
www.speakeasyaustin.com
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DINING

Ross’ Old Austin Café
North Austin institution keeps it simple with comfort food 

F   or more than 17 years, Austin natives 
Ross and Sandy Sterzing have prided 
themselves on serving home-style 

meals to devoted regulars.
Ross and Sandy opened Ross’ Old Aus-

tin Café, 11800 N. Lamar Blvd., in January 
1994. The small, simple menu hinges on 
Southern comfort food—from chicken-
fried chicken to T-bone steaks—inside a 
modest red building with family photos 
and autographed headshots of musicians 
covering the walls.  

A salad bar with vegetables, 
fruits and potato and maca-
roni salads is stationed at the 
front of the café, and a wine 
cooler used to chill home-
made pies sits nearby. On any 
given night, local musicians 
play on one of the café’s two 
stages. 

“The atmosphere is easy,” Sandy said. 
“We try to accommodate everybody.”

The couple’s experience in the restau-
rant business dates back decades before 
the café even opened its doors. 

Ross’ grandparents owned the Origi-
nal Maerki Bakery on Congress Avenue, 
next to the site of the former State Capitol 
building, now a national landmark. The 
family built a new bakery in front of their 
home on Sixth Street in the 1930s but later 
sold the business.

In 1963, Ross married Sandy, whose 
family owned Milam Cafeterias in Austin. 
He began working in the cafeterias soon 
after. 

“My wife gave me the inspiration. When 

I married her, she put me to work,” Ross 
joked.

In the mid-1960s, Ross teamed up with 
Sandy and his in-laws to open Big Tex 
Sirloin House and Mucho Bueno Mexi-
can Restaurant, both of which have since 
closed. 

He then began operating Joe’s Sand-
wich Shop on Burnet Road in 1981, until 
deciding that it was time to open his own 
restaurant again. The family took the most 

popular food items from their 
ventures over the years and 
combined them to make up 
the Ross’ Old Austin Café 
menu. 

Ross said chicken-fried 
steak ($8.95) and top sirloin 
steak ($12.95) are customer 
favorites. The café also has an 

extensive breakfast selection with items 
ranging from biscuits and gravy ($3.85) to 
migas with hash browns ($6.95). 

For dessert, the café sells cakes, pie, 
bread pudding and cobbler for $2.55 each.

Ross’ is still very much a family busi-
ness. Ross and Sandy’s son T.R. works 
there during the day and their other son 
Steven manages at night. 

Some employees have worked for the 
family for more than 35 years, and Ross 
has been serving some of the same Austi-
nites for just as long. 

“It’s unique in that it’s the only one like 
it, and there probably wont be another one 
like it,” Ross said of the café. “We’re going 
to keep it in the family and stay here until 
they carry me out.”

By Rebecca LaFlure

Ross’ fried shrimp entree comes with fries, dipping 
sauce and Texas toast ($10.95).

Tuesday night regular Tony Maserati (right) is 
joined onstage by bassist Skinny Don Keeling.

Ross Sterzing and his wife, Sandy, opened Ross’ Old Austin Café on North Lamar Boulevard 17 years ago.

How to order at Ross’
Ross’ serves food in three different ways 
depending on the time of the day: 

Breakfast (7 a.m.–11 a.m.): Customers 
sit down at a table, and servers take their 
orders and bring out the their food.

Lunch (11 a.m.–3 p.m.): Customers order 
at the front counter and are given a number. 
When their number is called, customers 
claim their food at the front and may take it 
to a table. 

Dinner (3 p.m.–close): Customers order up 
front and wait for their food to be served to 
them.

Live music
Nearly every night of the week, Ross’ 
Old Austin Café hosts a live band that 
performs from 6:30–9 p.m. on one of the 
restaurant’s two stages.  

Monday: Suzanne Smith and Skinny Don 
Keeling

Tuesday: Chip Sneed and Friends or Tony 
Maserati

Wednesday: Open mic night hosted by Earl 
Beatty

Thursday: Jerry Horn and Ray Wyley or 
Savannah Bleu

Friday: Rotating local and nationally recog-
nized bands

Ross’ Old Austin Café
11800 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 6
835-2414
www.greencity.com/cafeross.htm
Mon.–Thu. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 7 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. closed

Ta
yl

o
r 

S
ho

rt

Ta
yl

o
r 

S
ho

rt
S

ar
a 

B
eh

un
ek

35

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d.

Braker Ln.

“We’re going to keep 
it in the family and stay 
here until they carry 
me out.”

—Ross Sterzing, 
owner

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Ask and receive
$25 off your 

first time
home cleaning!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com Irrigation License #18101
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model BAB P1. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly payments of $209.00, � nal pymt / residual 
= $12,356. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,066. Stk# Z6061. 2-Volvo - With approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $3,693 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly 
payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $20,065.50. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3146. 0.9% for 48 mo. = $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered 
to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with cargo mat and Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,585. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at 
inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $21,585. 35 monthly payments of $429. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance 
and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. 
O� ers expire 10-3-11.  4-Saab -MSRP $40,950 - $7,000 Roger Beasley discount = $33,950 +TT&L. Stock# Y8202. Vehicles shown are for display purposes and may not be the actual vehicles.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2011 Saab 9-5 Sport Sedan

2 V

u

2012

Incl

ort Seedan

OFF4

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan

$209mo 1

2yr/24k free maintenance

$7,000

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro

$429 mo3

1st payment paid by Audi

F I G H T
PROSTATE 
C A N C E R
Texas Oncology played a pivotal role in testing 24 of the last 30 new cancer  

drugs approved by the FDA. With world-class cancer care and research in your 

community, you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)

www.TexasOncology.com/Austin 

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle  

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CELEBRATING

PEOPLE

Hershel Lee
Travis County fire marshal
By Joe Olivieri 

Hershel Lee has been the Travis County fire marshal since 2009. He is responsible for 
investigating fires and reviewing, permitting and inspecting construction plans in the 
unincorporated areas of Travis County. 

Additionally, his office facilitates public education, oversees a juvenile fire intervention 
program and serves as a resource to the county government. 

Lee’s team has worked with the Austin Fire Department, emergency service districts 
and neighboring departments in the response to wildfires at Steiner Ranch and Moon 
Glow in Leander.

Lee’s first memory of fire was watching a forest fire near his East Texas home at age 11 
or 12. He has been a peace officer and a firefighter, and has investigated fires since 1999.

“After seven or eight years of fighting fire, it piqued my interest about how we can stop 
this devastation, this destruction that people suffer,” he said. 

How are we doing in terms of the drought 
index?

The drought index average is right at 
783 in Travis County [on Sept. 7]. Some 
places are as high as 790. That’s on a scale 
of 0-800 with zero is completely saturated 
and 800 being a complete lack of moisture. 

Texas Forest Service monitors it in sev-
eral areas of the county. It has to do with 
the measure of moisture in the ground. 

How many fires are we seeing each day in 
Travis County?

The number of fires has actually 
decreased because the public realizes and 
understands what the dangers are. Those 

fires that normally would get out—people 
burning trash and left it unattended for a 
few minutes—have gone away. 

The majority of fires that are happen-
ing now are just because of the bad habits 
of people. We’ve developed habits over 
the years, such as dumping our cigarettes 
out of the window. That is now not only a 
crime, it’s just extremely dangerous. 

[Another] bad habit [is] cooking in a 
barbecue pit and leaving the vent open. 
Coal falling out on the ground now can 
result in the loss of a house.

In general, when could we expect to see 
rain again?

Usually there is some rain in September. 
The predictions now are that that will not 
be the case for our area this year.

The long-range forecast done by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor is predicting a warmer- 
than-normal and drier-than-normal fall 
and winter. So, just taking that into consid-
eration, you’d think it may be next spring. 

A half-inch of rain would be absorbed in 
an hour or two and the fuels would be dry 
again. You could have a half-inch of rain at 
noon and be fighting a grass fire at 3 p.m. 

To get away from the condition we’re in 
now, I’ve heard our emergency manage-
ment coordinator say we need several days 
of very slow rain. 

You have said that the most common 
cause of fire is undetermined.

The state fire marshal’s office publishes 
an annual report that has a list of the 
causes of fire and the dollar damage. As for 
the list of causes, the largest will be those 
that are undetermined. 

The guidelines that an arson investiga-
tor works under are [that they must both 
determine a cause and rule out all other 
possible causes]. 

If you have a fire near a burn pile and 
there’s hot metal and cigarette butts, you 
may know exactly where the fire started, 
but the cause would be undetermined.
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Travis County Fire Marshal 
Hershel Lee investigates 
the causes of area fires, 
among other duties.  
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Austin Community Foundation
Central Texas’ ‘one-stop shop’ for philanthropy 

I n a city with as many worthy causes as 
Austin, choosing which nonprofits to 
support can be daunting. Prospective 

donors can use Austin Community Foun-
dation to make philanthropy easier. 

Since 1977, ACF has connected donors 
with causes by setting up scholarships and 
grants for nonprofits throughout Central 
Texas and the world. From education 
to cancer research, ACF has distributed 
nearly $100 million in assets and is mak-
ing a permanent mark on the needs of the 
Austin community. 

“Our mission is to foster philanthropy 
for the lasting good of the community,” 
said Jeff Garvey, president and CEO 
of ACF. “The organization is all about 
philanthropy, not only in facilitating 
people giving money, but directing them 
as to where they should have their funds 
invested. We are focused on trying to 
educate on the value and the obligation to 
give money.”

Garvey is the newest addition to ACF. 
He became president and CEO in June 
and officially started the new chapter of 
his philanthropic career July 5. 

Garvey co-founded Austin Ventures, 

NONPROFIT

By Kate Hull 

Jeff Garvey, president and CEO of Austin Community Foundation, helps connect people to worthy causes. 
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Austin Community Foundation
4315 Guadalupe St., Ste. 300
472-4483
www.austincommunityfoundation.org
Twitter:@AustinCommFound

one of the largest venture capital firms in 
the United States. 

His true passion is philanthropy. 
“In 1996, I was still a general partner 

and just happened to meet this young 
man—Lance Armstrong—who was as 
bald as I am today, but for very differ-
ent reason: He had just come off his final 
regimen of chemotherapy,” Garvey said. 
“We were neighbors but had never met 
one another, and he had this notion of 
starting a cancer foundation but nothing 
beyond that.”

Garvey became founding chairman 
of The Lance Armstrong Foundation. 
The Lance Armstrong Foundation, now 
Livestrong, went on to become one of the 
largest nonprofits in the world and has 
raised more than $400 million to date 
toward cancer research. 

Although still involved with Livestrong, 
Garvey wanted to expand the breadth of 
his philanthropy. ACF’s mission caught 
his attention. 

“We are an incredible one-stop shop 
option for those who want to give money,” 
he said. “Some people know specifically 
what they want to give to, lots of people 

know generally, and some people don’t 
have any idea what they want to give to. 
We can help the whole spectrum.” 

Potential donors can create an online 
account, similar to online banking, where 
they can monitor their money and get 
advice and feedback on nonprofits from 
ACF’s 12-member staff.

“How we give grants is a reflection of 
the people who have their money with us, 
the people who are the donors and the 
fund holders. That is what is going to help 
us create a legacy,” ACF Communica-
tions Director Monica Williams said. “We 
adapt to the needs of what our donors 

want. It varies year to year.”
With budget cuts creating education 

concerns throughout Texas, education 
grants and scholarships are a very impor-
tant part of their work, Williams said. 

“People are looking for ways to give and 
fund scholarships or however they feel 
they can make an impact,” she said.
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CORRIDOR

Anderson Mill Road from Pecan Creek Parkway to Olson Drive

Anderson Mill Road from Pecan Creek 
Parkway to Olson Drive has two shopping 
centers occupied almost solely by locally 
owned businesses. From glass artists to 
restaurants and fitness studios, the range 
of services along the corridor is varied. 

Businesses

1   anderson Mill Tavern, 10410 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 121, has been 
open for more than 30 years but has been 
owned by Mark Alger and Coe Kennedy 
for one year. The bar is also a live music 
venue with shows Wednesday through 
Saturday. 918-1599,  
www.andersonmilltavern.com 

2   David and Linda Oliveira opened 
artisan Stained Glass, 10700 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 110, seven years ago. The 
studio and gallery provide classes on the 
art of stained glass and mosaic.  
336-9442, www.artisanglass.us

3   With an all-day pass to Extreme 
Fun Kids Entertainment Center, 10410 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 110A, children 
age 10 and younger can play on seven 
inflatables, from slides to junglescapes. 
258-7800, www.extremefun-tx.com

4   Owned by Paul and Karen Tarlow, 
Helios Kiln Glass Studio, 10700 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 120, offers 
classes on how to fuse colored glass to 
create art, jewelry or decorational objects. 
996-0960, www.heliosglass.com

Compiled by Amy Deis

5   Since opening in January, Yo Cup, 
10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 105, has 
added coffee, smoothies and bubble teas 
to its menu of nonfat, low-calorie frozen 
yogurt. 249-9820

Restaurants

 6   Crown Donut, 10700 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 102, serves doughnuts, 
sausage, ham and cheese rolls, savory 
kolaches and breakfast tacos until 1 p.m., 
seven days a week. 336-5000

 7   Peter Ademski is the owner of all four 
Delaware Sub Shop locations, including 
the one at 10410 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 117. The shop serves sandwiches, 
wraps, salads and breakfast sandwiches.  
331-7344, www.delawaresub.com

 8   Mesa Rosa Mexican restaurant in 
Williamson Square, 10700 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 100, is one of four in Austin. 
This location is the original and opened in 
1994. 335-3335, www.mesarosa.com

 9   Shipley Do-Nuts, owned by Kong 
Hok, opened Aug. 29 at 10401 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 100A. Shipley sells 
doughnuts, kolaches and coffee.  
219-9170, www.shipleydonuts.ws

10   Zacatlan Mexican Restaurant, 
10300 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. A, serves 
soups, tacos, burritos and enchiladas. The 
restaurant has been open for seven years. 
219-9469

11   In addition to pizza, Zi Pizza, 10300 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. C, serves 
calzones, sandwiches and salads. The 
pizzeria has been in business for two and- 
a-half years. 257-1911

Fitness

12  Ruchika Dias opened Bollywood 
Shake, 10700 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 208, in 2009. She teaches children 
and adults choreography to Bollywood 
songs inspired by movies created in India.  
800-803-0752, www.bollywoodshake.com

13  Cherie Williams opened Inner Diva 
Studios, 10401 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 104, in January. She hosts classes on 
pole dancing, burlesque, Zumba, Pilates 
and yoga. 983-8053,  
www.innerdivastudios.com

14   Pilates Connections The Studio, 
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 101, offers 
one-on-one Pilates sessions, semi-private 
classes and group classes. Owner Vivian 
Floyd moved the business to its current 
location in 2010. 568-6111, www.studio.
pilatesconnections.com

15  Punch Kettlebell Gym, 10700 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 300, uses 
kettlebells, barbells and free weights for 
strength and endurance training in a group 
setting. Owner Christine Huppee opened 
the gym two years ago. 219-0251,  
www.myartofstrengthaustin.com

Service

16  For 17 years, affordable Electronics, 
10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 130, has 
repaired TVs no longer under warranty. 
The business accepts Sony, Samsung, 
Mitsubishi and Panasonic brands.  
249-7100

17   Veterinarian Jeffrey May opened 
Crossing animal Clinic, 10700 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 103, 25 years ago. The 
clinic provides medical service to cats, 
dogs and exotic animals such as lizards 
and guinea pigs. 331-9737,  
www.crossinganimalclinic.net

18  June and Chong Park opened Facet 
Flowers, 10700 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 101, in 2009. The shop carries fresh-
cut arrangements and silk flowers.  
219-6599, www.facetflowershop.com

19  Greg Shifflett is the owner of 
Roosters Paint, 10700 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 210. He carries Benjamin 
Moore, Coronado and Ralph Lauren paint 
as well as paint supplies. 249-9119,  
www.roosterspaint.com

20  For the past 15 years, Leanne 
Campbell has owned and operated 
SyndiCut Salon, 10401 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 102. She has eight stylists who 
provide haircuts and color for men, women 
and children. 335-3999

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.

4

11

15

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
m

y 
D

ei
s

Anderson Mill Rd.

Spicew
ood Pkw

y.

Ol
so

n 
Dr

.

Pe
ca

n 
Cr

ee
k 

Pk
w

y.

10 11

1320

1 7
3

14 9

15

8

12

19 56 418 217 16



impactnews.com • September 2011 | FEaTURES | 29

Central austin The pace at 
which local and out-of-town 
developers are developing prop-
erties throughout Austin’s urban 
core is quickening, dangling the 
carrot of multimillion-dollar 
investments in front of a city 
infrastructure that is in the 
middle of another slimming 
budget process.

Developers are taking advan-
tage of the current market, the 
available square footage and the 
type of atmosphere downtown 
provides, according to local 
stakeholders.

“While the development 
community and environment 
does seem to have more going 
on, it’s very much focused on 
two particular uses: multifamily 
and hotel,” said Jude Galligan, 
owner of downtown Austin’s RE/
MAX franchise. “Those are the 
two types of high-rise develop-
ments you can get financing 
for. Within the next 12 months 

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Leander ISD cuts $20 million in budget, readies for 2012 Investors eye downtown land
Leander Leander Independent 
School District approved its 
2011–12 budget at $224.7 million 
in August, cutting costs deeper 
than required to balance its bud-
get in an effort to lessen projected 
cuts needed for upcoming years.

The forward thinking, LISD 
Superintendent Bret Champion 
said, will better prepare LISD for 
changes in upcoming years.

“We’re anticipating that we’re 
going to need to find additional 
ways to trim the budget in the 
2012–13 school year,” he said. 
“2013–14, that’s a big question 
mark. What’s going to happen 
with the housing market in the 
area? What’s going to happen 
with the economy? We’re closely 
tied to all that.”

Legislative cutbacks required 
the district to trim its budget by 
$15 million for 2011–12 and by an 
additional $7 million for 2012–13. 
The district opted to cut about 
$20 million for 2011–12, reducing 

the 2012–13 cuts from $7 million 
to potentially $2 million.

The 2012–13 cuts still depend 
on whether the district chooses to 
allocate the additional $5 million 
from 2011–12 into the next year’s 
budget, use it over several years 
or allocate it for another purpose, 
Champion said.

The 2011–12 cuts hit across the 

board and particularly affected 
middle schools, where the district 
changed schedules and cut sev-
eral sports. The district also post-
poned opening two schools and 
increased class sizes at several lev-
els. Several departments lost staff 
members, shifting workload onto 
remaining staff, Champion said.
Full story by Victor O’Brien

we’re definitely going to see more 
cranes downtown.”

Of the multitude of projects 
planned for Central Austin, 
there are several that will assist 
in growth, facilitate large-scale 
international events and add 
revenue to budgets that are in 
dire need of assistance.
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky

Johnny T’s BBQSanctuary
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Round Rock John Tomlinson made 
his debut in the restaurant industry when 
he was in third grade. His grandfather 
owned a steakhouse near San Angelo 
in Lowake, Texas, and when one of his 
workers called in sick, Tomlinson had 
to step in. He stood on a milk crate so 
he could reach the fryer to make french 
fries.

Tomlinson was the executive chef at 
Main Street Grill in Round Rock from 
2005 to 2007, but he had always dreamed 
of having his own restaurant. A brick 
building he passed during his daily com-
mute caught his eye, and in August 2007 
he purchased his own restaurant.  
Full story by Samantha Bryant

West Lake Hills After seven years of 
teaching, Hannah Curran left the class-
room to become a businesswoman.

“I had this itch—sometimes you just 
have to go for it,” Curran said. “I knew I 
needed to do it before I had kids.”

Sanctuary, a retail store offering jew-
elry, gifts and clothing, opened in 2008.

While Curran’s store has changed 
some—she originally offered some 
furniture and home decor items—she 
says the majority of the store is much 
as she initially envisioned it. Her idea 
was to offer a retail store that was clean, 
modern and feminine. 
Full story by Tiffany Young

Top stories

Business Dining

Johnny T’s BBQ
1318 Round Rock Ave.
255-7447
Open daily 11 a.m.– 
9 p.m. 

Sanctuary
3633 Bee Caves Road,  
West Lake Hills
329-0507
www.sanctuaryhomebathgarden.com

Ask about Color Plus Siding

Expires 10/28/11

WELLA 
PAUL MITCHELL 

REDKEN
PRAVANA

Specializing in color services 
and precision cutting from 

conservative to edgy for all 
men, women and children.

We also are a certified salon to 
provide the Brazilian Blowout 
which eliminates any frizz for 

up to 3 months so come in and 
meet our team of elite stylists!

 7318 MCNEIL DR.
SUITE 110

Source: Leander Independent School District
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REAL ESTATE

Barrington Oaks
Austin – 78759

Build-out year: mostly 1973–83

Square footage: 1,332–3,546

Home values: $135,000–$381,357

HOA dues (estimated): none

Amenities: park, playground, tennis courts, 
trails

Nearby attractions: The Arboretum at Great 
Hills

Property taxes:

City of Austin 0.4571 
Travis County 0.4658 
Travis County Health District 0.0719 
Round Rock ISD 1.3335 
Austin Community College District 0.0948 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.4231

Schools:

Round Rock ISD 
1131 Round Rock Ave. 
464-500, www.roundrockisd.org

• Kathy Caraway Elementary School
• Laurel Mountain Elementary School
• Canyon Vista Middle School
• Westwood High School

8301 Pilgrims Place $225,000
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,035 sq. ft.
Agent: Jim Cummings, Austin Distinctive Homes
633-3853

11509 Queens Way $221,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,834 sq. ft.
Agent: Aaron Travis, New Home Solutions
940-9222

11605 Buckingham Road $233,950
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,278 sq. ft.
Agent: Ryan Gehris, Housepad LLP
866-534-3726

11202 Henge Drive $209,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,616 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Lamendola, Platinum Properties
470-6340

Data compiled by 
Betsy Gallagher

Coldwell Banker United
431-8265

bgallagher@cbunited.com

Spi
ce

wood Springs Rd      
      

      
     M

cNeil Dr.

Jollyville Rd.

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

7 3 78

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

34 1,332/2,292 $135,000/$326,000

On the market  (As of Sept. 13)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Aug. 31, 2010–Aug. 31, 2011)

Pond Springs Rd.
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For more residential real estate listings, visit impactnews.com

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 8/30/11 and 9/15/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Northwest Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 17/98 days 3/440 days 9/86 days 80/108 days 24/111 days

$150,000–$199,999 30/97 days 34/149 days 23/112 days 27/87 days 16/83 days

$200,000–$299,999 40/97 days 21/192 days 34/124 days 5/75 days 45/85 days

$300,000–$399,999 3/63 days 3/0 days 24/97 days 2/698 days 28/93 days

$400,000–$499,999 2/46 days - 11/58 days 2/763 days 28/69 days

$500,000–$599,999 1/70 days - 7/83 days 1/111 days 9/72 days

$600,000–$799,999 - - 5/96 days - 1/83 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - 1/34 days - 2/114 days

$1 million + - - - - 1/119 days

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

August 2011 32/$172,322 21/$187,749 40/$248,511 20/$118,988 40/$346,541

August 2010 26/$193,239 15/$187,923 32/$275,982 15/$101,039 33/$288,343

July 2011 33/$202,492 31/$191,331 34/$300,541 20/$141,332 56/$312,512

June 2011 33/$187,971 40/$191,960 38/$303,755 26/$118,543 62/$290,148

May 2011 30/$200,880 15/$190,891 27/$315,623 27/$122,434 40/$315,510

April 2011 26/$191,024 16/$188,015 39/$272,685 16/$119,028 38/$302,104

March 2011 21/$170,000 18/$179,450 29/$239,585 20/$147,450 38/$244,450

February 2011 13/$204,000 16/$189,350 12/$363,000 14/$99,450 21/$325,000

January 2011 23/$176,000 17/$199,900 20/$292,500 9/$129,900 21/$325,000

On the market  (August 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. Ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 11218 Crossland Drive 3br/2ba $232,900 1,953 Cory Elwell 470-3151 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Canyon Creek 10652 Bramblecrest Drive 4br/3ba $400,000 3,396 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78727 Brigadoon Townhomes 12212 Brigadoon Lane 2br/2ba $147,000 1,223 Cynthia Reed 901-9800 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Lamplight Village 2005 Abbey Circle 4br/2ba $134,900 1,510 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Lamplight Village 2127 Elysian Fields 3br/2ba $122,000 1,213 Timothy Heyl 689-4835 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Milwood 12420 Turtleback Lane 3br/2ba $194,900 1,625 George Johnson 203-2985 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Milwood 5903 Jacob Glen 2br/1ba $127,500 920 Debbi McCall 691-6772 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78727 Milwood 12906 Coridan Drive 4br/2ba $165,000 1,493 Annette Keith 796-4219 e-Executive Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 13501 Oregon Flats Trail 3br/2ba $219,000 2,173 Mary Rodriguez 300-6019 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78729 Milwood 7908 Snook Hook Trail 3br/2ba $185,000 1,827 Walter Rock 382-4320 Rock Properties

78729 Milwood 13207 Quadros Pass 4br/2ba $239,900 2,411 Noel Green 925-3165 Keller Williams Realty

78729 San Felipe Townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd. 2br/2ba $174,999 1,592 Lisa Webre 296-8724 Austin 360 Realty

78729 Springwoods 12503 Wistful Cove 4br/3ba $189,900 2,255 Cristina Murphey 809-1107 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Concord Village Condo Sonesta West 8330 Fathom Circle 2br/2ba $128,500 1,432 Betsy Gallagher 431-8265 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Jester Point 8140 Jester Blvd. 5br/3ba $468,000 3,423 Thomas Cheng 298-7133 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Jester Point 8005 Bottlebrush Drive 5br/3ba $499,900 3,381 Teresa Gouldie 751-8000 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Lakewood 6400 Cascada Drive 3br/2ba $279,900 1,899 Page McDaniel 417-5700 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78750 Lakewood 7709 Waldon Drive 4br/2ba $474,831 3,081 Stephen Sunshine 828-7074 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Northwest Balcones 10102 Talleyran Drive 4br/3ba $399,900 3,097 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 10202 Holme Lacey Lane 4br/2ba $474,500 3,405 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Spicewood Estates 9310 Ashton Ridge 4br/4ba $500,000 3,540 Marjann Cooper 695-2000 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11235 Timbrook Trail 4br/2ba $194,000 2,283 Betty England 619-3040 Avalar Austin

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11404 Powder Mill Trail 3br/2ba $129,900 1,685 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Lambert Park 10809 Lambert Circle 3br/2ba $129,990 1,208 Beata Zadrozna 554-6712 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Creek West 9803 Chukar Circle 4br/2ba $109,000 1,578 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Hollow 11919 Snow Finch Road 3br/2ba $148,000 1,424 Alexa Mar 750-3051 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive 1br/1ba $81,500 598 Tavita Gonzales 577-9790 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Barrington Oaks 8215 Wexford Drive 4br/2ba $218,700 1,850 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Enclave at Sierra Vista 6229 Harrogate Drive 4br/2ba $339,850 2,378 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Mesa Park 11609 Spotted Horse Drive 3br/2ba $369,900 2,619 Jim Farrington 413-7941 Exit-options Realty

78759 Mesa Park 4903 Powder River Road 4br/2ba $169,900 1,200 Lou Cartwright 381-8869 Avalar Austin

78759 Oak Forest 6703 Township Trail 4br/3ba $329,900 2,262 Susan Walker 965-5433 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Sierra Oaks 5816 Miramonte Drive 4br/2ba $319,900 2,390 John Little 637-8400 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Windridge 7709 Baja Cove 4br/4ba $565,000 3,376 Robert Kauffman 853-0110 Keller Williams Realty

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

10809 Lambert Circle $129,990

5816 Miramonte Drive $319,900

8005 Bottlebrush Drive $499,900

12420 Turtleback Lane $194,900
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DELICIOUS, ELEGANT CHINESE FOOD

AWARD WINNING CHEF WITH 31 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

13376 N Highway 183 # 100 • Aust in,  TX 78750-3255 
(512) 258-5445 • (512) 258-5446

Anderson Mill Rd.

183

DELICIOUS, ELEGANT CHINESE FOOD

AWARD WINNING CHEF WITH 31 
EARS OF EXPERIENCYEEARS OF EXPERIENCEYE

Wel l  known Sichuan s ty le 
Chinese food 

Many famous 
s ignature dishes!

Austin
 Resta

urant G
uide ra

ted

 #
1

 Chinese
 Resta

urant

Free egg rolls, Hot & Sour soup, OR Egg 
Drop Soup with purchase of $15 or more. 

Expires 10/28/11

Milil RRRl Rl Rl Rl Rddddd.d.d.d FFFFFFrFree egg

   

 

 

 OPEN NOW Monarch butterfl y atrium where kids & adults 
can walk through and watch them from caterpillars to adults.

MONARCH BUTTERFLY RELEASE PARTY
OCTOBER 15TH

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 10am-5pm

www.countrysideaustin.com
Call and ask about our residential landscaping

13292 Pond Springs Rd.  •  Austin TX 78729  •  512.249.0100

20% off 
TREES

Expires Oct. 21, 2011

POTTERY 
SALE  
35% off

Expires Oct. 21, 2011

FREE WORKSHOPS 
@ 10am

Fall Veggie & Herb 
Gardening Sept 17th

Compost Tea Making 
Sept 24th

pillars to adults.

PARTY

SSSSSSSSSSS
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Our services include, but are not limited to:

Green Remodeling Weatherization

(512) 791-6241 6002 Jain Lane, Austin, TX 78721

 Bathroom Remodeling
 Covered Patios
 Additions
 Painting
 Decks
 Conversions

 Roofi ng
 Drafting/Design
 Flooring
 Concrete Slabs
 General Construction
 Build-On-Your-Lot

 Basic and comprehensive   
    energy audits

 Attic Insulation Installation
 Solar Screen Installation
 Radiant Barrier Installation
 Air Infi ltration reduction
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



A $4.99 registration fee will apply. If you are not seen within 15 minutes of your designated time, or if you are not 
completely satisfied with your online registration experience, InQuicker, LLC will refund your online registration fee.

If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1. 
For more information, please visit SetonER.com.

Introducing 
SetonER.com

Powered by

LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.TM

11113 Research Boulevard     Austin, TX 78759     (512) 324-6000
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