
Robert and Clint Strait | 20 
For more than 40 years, the Strait 
family has provided Austinites with 

music, friendship  
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Mandate may require 
utility to deregulate

Legislators target Austin Energy’s grasp on city

Market director aims to bring back community involvement

Burnet Road farmers market 
reopens with new management

Northwest Austin resident Jean “J” Kruse reopened the 
Burnet Road farmers market April 7 after it remained 
closed for four years.

By Amy Deis 
Until it closed in 2007, the Travis 

County Farmers Market had long served 
as the meeting grounds for neighbors to 
gather, connect and purchase produce 
from local farmers.

Northwest Austin resident Jean “J” Kruse 
is attempting to bring back that sort of com-
munity hub to the Crestview neighborhood. 
She reopened the market April 7 under a 
new name, 6701 Burnet Road Farmers Mar-
ket. Opening day drew in a few hundred 
people, she said. 

“There was so much enthusiasm and a lot 
of hope that it had come back,” she said.

Kruse—who has ties to the Crestview 
neighborhood through her foster grand-
father, the Rev. Carl Israel of Crestview 
Methodist Church—said she received 

positive feedback from customers.

The ‘people’s market’
After the Travis County Farmers Market 

closed, it sat empty until August 2010 when 
two men attempted to run a farmers mar-
ket under the Travis County Farmers Mar-
ket name without permission. Paz Dhody, 
the property owner, decided not to renew 
their lease after just one month.

Kruse came on board after consulting 
on several projects with Dhody and is now 
spearheading the effort to bring the market 
back to its glory days.

“He was gracious enough to let me bring 
the market back to the community,” Kruse 
said of Dhody.

Her vision for the market comes from her 

By Bobby Longoria
Austin Energy’s service area 

may soon be open to competing 
utilities given the passage of Senate 
Bill 940, but opponents say electric 
rates would only increase, even 
under an open market.

The deregulation bill comes 
about a year before a proposed 
10 percent to 12 percent rate 
increase by Austin Energy, which 
is expected by early 2012.

Sen. Craig Estes, R-Wichita Falls, 
authored the bill that requires any 
electric utility that has 3 million 
square feet of state-owned office 
space within its service area to 

initiate customer choice.
“Electric deregulation and 

competition has been a very good 
thing for our state,” Estes said. “It 
has personally saved me a bunch 
of money in Wichita Falls.”

Estes said although Austin 
Energy has provided the state 
with a good rate, he wants this 
to continue. He said his pri-
mary concern when drafting the 
bill was for the state and state 
employees.

Making the right move
Budgets are tight, Estes said, 

and to guarantee fair electric 
rates and decent pay for the state 
employees of the Austin area, 
Austin Energy must enter the 
competitive market.

In a March interview, world-
wide economist Angelos Ange-
lou said by deregulating Aus-
tin Energy, rates would almost 
immediately increase.

“You basically erode the busi-
ness model of our utility,” Ange-
lou said. “With less revenue and 
the same number of expenditures, 
the cost of energy will go higher. A 
municipally owned utility will be 
looking at the longer term nature 
of the utility and flex it in the way 
the community wants it to be.”

In response to claims that Aus-
tin Energy’s rates would only 
increase in the competitive mar-
ket, Estes said he had a hard time 
coming to that conclusion.

“I think every entity that has a 

See Farmers market | 15

See Energy | 19

 Election guide | 12
Candidate bios on who is running 
for Austin City Council, Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and Leander ISDs plus 
Northwest Austin polling locations

impactnews.com 

Touch International
Touchscreen company commits to 
keeping headquarters in North Austin 
until 2016, opens new facility in China
more.impactnews.com/12360

 Bicycle Sport Shop | 21
Owner Hill Abell’s goal is to see more 
people riding bikes

Noble Pig | 23 
Restaurant pays homage to owner’s 

favorite animal and love of pork
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Compared to Houston and San Marcos, Austin Energy 
customers pay middle-of-the-road utility rates, which soon 
may change after deregulation and/or a rate increase.

Source: Public Utility Commission of Texas

 Centerpoint-Houston  Austin Energy  San Marcos

$0

$50

$100

$150

$200

$250

$300



2 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care

Does your baby?
Backed by the largest neonatal 

intensive care service in the region, 
more moms choose St. David’s 
hospitals than any other health 

system in Central Texas. Join the 
thousands of mothers and babies 
that make us the preferred place 

to have a baby in Travis and 
Williamson counties. Make 

sure you and your baby 
have a St. David’s doctor.

 
If you need help choosing a 
physician, our free physician 

referral service can help you �nd 
an obstetrician and pediatrician 

to meet your family’s needs.

Visit our website at stdavids.com or 
call 512.478.DOCS (3627)

ST. DAVID’S HEALTHCARE INCLUDES: 

ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S WOMEN’S CENTER OF TEXAS AT ST. DAVID’S NORTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S ROUND ROCK MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S SOUTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER

ST. DAVID’S  GEORGETOWN HOSPITAL, A ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER FACILITY | HEART HOSPITAL OF AUSTIN, A CAMPUS OF ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER

Do you have a St. David’s doctor?
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When I was a teenager 
I spent many hot sum-
mers in a warehouse in 
Northwest Austin. The 
warehouse was a converted 
FedEx distributing loca-
tion, and it was filled to 

the brim with expensive, fragile wooden 
furniture. It was my uncle’s store, and 
looking back on it now I was living the 
dream of a poor college student trying to 
stockpile money for the upcoming semes-
ter. The fact I got to live for free above the 
store made it that much sweeter. 

Down the street from the store was a 
plot of land I would say has always been 
quite iconic to the area. Over the years it 
has changed hands, housing several types 
of industries and businesses, and it has 

recently done so again. I hope the most 
recent occupant lasts for some time.

This latest development is our new 
farmers market off of Burnet Road. I 
am sure you have seen the revitalization 
going on, and the grand opening was this 
month. In a city that prides itself on hav-
ing a unique sense of place, it is refresh-
ing to see developments of this nature 
continue to appear.

If you would like to read more details 
on the property, be sure to check out this 
month’s cover story. I hope to see you 
shopping here soon, but please save me 
some fresh veggies.

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com
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We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help out with disaster relief in Japan. We would encourage 
our readers to help, also. It is times like this when we realize 
that the world has become a global community, and we can 
all help our neighbors in need. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross will support disaster relief efforts to help those 
affected by the earthquake in Japan and tsunami throughout 
the Pacific.

Donate at redcross.org

If you had to cut the Austin Independent School 
District budget to address a shortfall, how would you 
do it?

Cut administrators

30%
Close schools

20%
Other

20%
Reduce course offerings and supply purchases

13%
Cut building maintenance

7%
Cut support staff

7%
Cut teachers

3%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 3/16/11-4/13/11

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

February employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.9%
Down from 7.3% in January

State unemployment—8.2%
Down from 8.5% in January

National unemployment—8.9%*
Down from 9.0%* in January

In the Austin area, government added 2,400 jobs. 
Education and health services added 1,200 jobs, leisure 
and hospitality added 900 jobs, and professional and 
business services added 600 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers



4 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

7  Richard and April Stone recently 
opened a second TKO Nutrition at 9003 
Waterford Centre Blvd., Ste. 130. TKO 
sells vitamins and supplements as well 
as diet programs for lifestyle changes or 
bodybuilding competitions. They offer 
price matching to competitors. 228-3700, 
www.tkonutrition.com

8  Offering 14 flavors of frozen yogurt, 
Yogertz opened March 12 at 10710 
Research Blvd., Ste. 320. Flavors include 
red velvet, cake batter and taro root. 
Owner Angie Rodgers also offers non-
dairy and sugar-free flavors, which she 
rotates every two weeks. Toppings include 
fresh fruit, nuts, chocolate candies and 
sprinkles. 614-4523, www.yogertz.com

9  Dr Wok opened Feb. 9 at 13201 Pond 
Springs Road, Unit 103. Dr Wok offers 
Chinese food delivery, take-out and 
catering for birthdays, church events, 
graduations, office parties and reunions. 
Dine-in service is not available. Menu items 
include egg foo young, sesame chicken, 
General Tso’s chicken and hot and sour 
soup. 336-1688, www.drwokcatering.com

Now Open

1  The Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf 
opened March 30 at 13376 N. US 183. 
General Manager Loren Klinger said 
this is the Coffee Bean’s second location 
with a drive-thru and one of the largest 
locations in Austin. The Coffee Bean can 
seat 55 inside, including 16 at community 
tables with outlets for electronics, and has 
outdoor seating. The Coffee Bean has an 
oatmeal and yogurt parfait bar and sells 
Tacodeli tacos. 219-9256,  
www.coffeebeanaustin.com

2  David Sahagun, part owner of The 
Screaming Goat on 10th Street in Austin, 
opened In the Buns Burger Joint on 
March 29. In the Buns, 13776 N. US 183, 
Ste. 142, features a variety of hot dogs, 
salads, chicken sandwiches and burgers 
with cheese melted in the patty. Maine 
Root sodas and Holy Cacao cake balls on a 
stick also will be available. 258-1011

3  Kat Harrison opened Massage 
Therapeutics in February inside A’ Salon, 
9077 Jollyville Road. Harrison offers 
Swedish, Thai, prenatal, sports and hot-
stone massages with the option of adding 

aromatherapy and paraffin wax treatments 
for the hands or feet. 809-1066,  
www.kat.massagetherapy.com

4  The owner of Nutty Brown Cafe, Mike 
Farr, opened Big Daddy’s Burgers & Bar 
on March 12 with Chris Cobler and Jeff 
Musil. They hired an executive chef to offer 
20 different burgers. The restaurant and 
sports bar is located in the former Bagpipes 
Pub, 9070 Research Blvd., Ste. 101. There 
are 16 TVs, including two big screens.  
614-0252, www.bigdaddysaustin.com

5  Jamal Smith opened Feel Good Cuts 
on April 22 at 1934 Rutland Drive. He 
offers male grooming services like cuts 
and shaves and some female cuts with 
washes and conditions. 351-6653,  
www.feelgoodcuts.com

6  My Gold and Silver Store opened a 
second Northwest Austin location at the 
end of February at McNeil Crossing, 6001 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 220. For 20 years, the 
store has specialized in buying gold, silver, 
platinum and coins as well as silverware 
and silver trays and tea sets. The company 
is planning a third location in the area. 
506-8883, www.mygoldandsilverstore.com

IMPACTS

10 Coach Mo’s Elite Fitness, 8141 Mesa 
Drive, Ste. B, is a private personal training 
studio. Maurice Harris offers one-on-one 
sessions, boot camp classes, strength and 
core training for runners and cyclists, 
children’s fitness programs and nutrition 
counseling. He also works with the Boys 
and Girls Clubs and j.k. livin foundation. 
342-9277, www.coachmofitness.com

11  Amanda Trimborn recently started 
ATX Stroller Mamas, a boot camp–style 
personal fitness business. Trimborn hosts 
classes Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 9:30 a.m. at Balcones District Park, 
12017 Amherst Drive. Trimborn uses body 
weights and incorporates strollers into the 
workout routines. She is certified by the 
American Council on Exercise. Customers 
can pay month to month or purchase a 
punch card. 785-7819,  
www.atxstrollermamas.com

Primo Analytics launched a dish review 
website, www.primodish.com, April 18. 
The company, started by Fritz Meitzen, 
Jake Gostylo and Larry Popkin in 2010, 
incorporated in early 2011. The website 
allows users to rate different dishes 
from restaurants, create a free account 
to save recommendations and share 
recommendations with friends.  
www.primodish.com

Coming Soon

12 Anderson Mill Limited District is 
opening its second dog off-leash area in 
May at Old Stage Park, 12821 Hymeadow 
Drive. This is the second fenced, keyed 
entry area in Anderson Mill; the other is 
located at 12100 Millwright Parkway. The 
new area is about one-third of an acre. 
Starting May 9, residents and non-residents 
can purchase a yearly key for $25 and $35, 
respectively. 258-4104, www.amld.org

13 Robert and Jennifer Reisch are opening 
the first Koko FitClub in Austin at 9231 
W. Parmer Lane. Koko is an automated 
personal training studio that uses 
technology to assess a member’s fitness 
and strength level. Members use a Koko 
key that stores data about their workouts. 
Construction will start soon, and Robert 
Reisch said they are planning a July 
opening. www.austin.kokofitclub.com

Expansions

Rick Bryant, owner of Austin Curb 
Service, partnered with Arlington-based 
Concrete Graphics to offer a home address 
stick-on application. Customers can also 
include a number of school logos, such 
as The University of Texas. He serves 
Austin and the surrounding areas from 
Georgetown to San Marcos. Fundraising 
opportunities for schools are available. 
662-0396, rick@concretegraphics.com

Parmer Ln.

Duval Rd.

Rundberg Ln.

Rutland Dr.
Steck Ave.

Kramer Ln.

Braker Ln.

Anderson Mill Rd.

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d.

O
ak

 K
no

ll D
r.

M
es

a 
Dr.

                            Pond Springs Rd.

Research Blvd.

Anderson Ln.

Great 

Hills
 Tr.

Cap
ita

l o
f T

ex
as

 H
wy.

 

 

           Jollyville R
d

.
Far West Blvd.

S
tonelake B

lvd
.

Spicew
ood Springs R

d.

B
ur

ne
t R

d.
D

om
ai

n 
D

r.

183

183

Map not to scale

45
TOLL

1
TOLL

183A
TOLL

2222

620

360

 

 

      
     M

cNeil Dr. 
 

 

     Howard Ln. 

            
   Wells Branch Pkwy. 

GracyFarms Ln.

MoPac

MoPac
35

35

M
et

ric
 B

lv
d.

16

17

6

13

18

9

21

22

1

4

Pecan 

Park B
lvd.

Lake Creek 

Pkwy.

Hymeadow Dr.

Jollyville Rd.
Payton Gin Rd.

A
m

he
rs

t D
r.

3

8

10 7 5

20

19 

15 

2

11

14

12



impactnews.com • April 2011 | NEWS | 5

XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX 
XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX 
XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

David Sahagun hired South Austin Soul to paint 
a mural of Austin at Sahagun’s restaurant, In the 
Buns Burger Joint, which opened March 29.

Loren Klinger is the general manager at the newest 
Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf on US 183. He said the 
artwork is specific to the Northwest Austin location.

Owner Ann Randall (left) relocated The Stitching 
Studio to Hymeadow Drive. Lori Wolter offers quilt-
ing classes at the studio.

Relocations

14  The Stitching Studio relocated March 
1 to 12411 Hymeadow Drive, Ste. 3C. 
Owner Ann Randall said the space is larger 
than the previous studio at 9725 Anderson 
Mill Road. Randall now offers studio 
rentals for groups involved in sewing, 
quilting and scrapbooking. She is hosting 
a grand opening May 1 from 1–4 p.m. and 
will have sewing demonstrations and door 
prizes. www.austinstitchingstudio.com

15  The North Austin Sylvan Learning 
Center recently relocated from 13450 N. 
US 183 in Austin to 11066 Pecan Park 
Blvd., Ste. 207, Cedar Park. Executive 
Director Crystal Cotti said the proximity 
to RM 620 and US 183 provides North 
Austin and Cedar Park residents with 
better access to Sylvan’s services. Sylvan 
assists students with math, reading, 
writing and studying skills as well as test 
preparation for the ACT, SAT and TAKS. 
336-1818, www.austinsylvantutors.com

Under Construction

16  The Settlement Home, 1600 Payton 
Gin Road, is building an independent 
living facility on its 10 acres of land. The 
facility will assist young adults age 18 and 
older that have aged out of the foster-
care system but need support and access 
to services while attending school. The 
facility will have 12 apartments and opens 
at the end of May. The Settlement Home is 
a nonprofit organization. 836-2150,  
www.settlementhome.org

17  Specializing in high-end, Belgian-
style beer, Adelbert’s Brewery is under 
construction at 2314 Rutland Drive, 
Ste. 100. Owner Scott Hovey named the 
brewery after his brother, George Adelbert 
Hovey, who died in 2000. Hovey has been 
brewing for four years and beer names 
include Scratchin’ Hippo and Dancin’ 
Monks. He is planning a late summer 
opening. 568-1462, www.adelbertsbeer.com

18  Husband and wife dentists Sean and 
Minnie Ma plan to open Tech Ridge 
Dental in late June. The business is under 
construction at 12400 N. I-35, Ste. 105. 
They have four years of experience and 
specialize in family dentistry and implants. 
www.techridgedental.com

Under New Ownership

19 San Antonio–based Tootie Pie 
Company Inc. took over ownership April 
1 of the Silver Spoon Bakery, 10515 N. 
MoPac, Ste. A-120. Tootie Pie changed 
the bakery’s name to Tootie Pie Gourmet 
Cafe and serves breakfast and lunch. 
Silver Spoon owners Veronica and David 
Goren continue to maintain roles at the 
store. 462-0922,  
www.tootiepiegourmetcafe.com

In the News

20 Hanger Orthopedic Group, which 
moved its headquarters to The Domain 
from Maryland in 2010, unveiled art by 
Austin artist Morgan Graff in March. 
Graff won Hanger’s art competition 
“ARTroduction to Austin” with her 
“Strides” collection of 40 glass spheres with 
embedded images depicting Hanger’s  
150-year history. The company will display 
her artwork for two years for its employees 
and visitors. www.hanger.com

21 Concordia University Texas, 11400 
Concordia University Drive, dedicated 
its new baseball stadium April 12. The 
$3.1 million stadium seats 1,200, and 
Concordia received a $2.25 million 
anonymous donation and $300,000 

Hanger Orthopedic Group unveiled an art installation project by Austin resident Morgan Graff in March. 
Graff’s “Strides” exhibit of glass spheres depicts Hanger’s 150-year history.

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.
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from former Concordia baseball player 
Scott Linebrink, who is a pitcher for the 
Atlanta Braves, to complete the stadium. 
www.concordia.edu

Samsung Austin Semiconductor 
announced in March it will hire 300 
engineers and technicians by this summer 
as part of a $3.6 billion expansion of its 
plant. The Northeast Austin plant will 
hire experienced and entry-level process 
and equipment engineers and technicians. 
www.samsung.com 

Closed

22 Fresh Choice, 9761 Great Hills Trail, 
recently closed.
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Louis Shanks
Furniture Outlet

Oriental rugs & Fine art

Capital of  TX Hwy (360)

Research Blvd (183)
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Theater
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Callender’s

Shanks 
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utlet

9503
ReseaRch 

Blvd.
In Gateway Center 

(183 & MopaC)
Between 

Gateway theater &
MarIe Callender’s

Mon-sat 10-6   sun 12-5 
Closed wed
512.795-1200

louisshanksFurniture.com
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Simply The Best®

Register today at coffeebeanaustin.com and you’ll 
immediately receive a thank you with an exclusive offer.

Austin Locations

Sign up to become  
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf®  Ambassador.

 Follow us on

coffeebeanaustin.com

© 2011, International Coffee & Tea, LLC
Lone Star Bean is an independently owned and operated franchisee of CBTL Franchising, LLC

The Domain (3220 Amy Donovan Plaza)

41st & Red River  (1000 E. 41st) 

38th & N. Lamar (3718 N. Lamar)

221 S. Lamar
183 & Anderson Mill Rd (NOW OPEN!)

24th & Guadalupe (coming soon)

• APRIL 15-MAY15 •
COME SEE OUR ADORABLE CHILDREN’S FABRICS!

CUSTOM BABY BEDDING
AND BABY GIFTS10% OFF 

Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament

   Four locatioNs For your coNveNieNce

Austin • South Austin • Georgetown • Bastrop
512-485-7200

painspecialistsofaustin.com

Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament

   Four locatioNs For your coNveNieNce

Austin • South Austin • Georgetown • Bastrop
512-485-7200

painspecialistsofaustin.com

THE

LEADING REIN
10% OFF

20% OFF

15% OFF

Reengineering 
my career into 

solar design

Austin Community College REVISED

Community Impact Austin
4.9167x2.94 CMYK

Runs April 2011

Suzanne W., electrical engineer 
and renewable energy student at ACC

Get inspired. 
austincc.edu/iamacc
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April

23 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
The third annual Austin Funky Chicken Coop 
Tour is a self-guided tour to various urban 
chicken coops at Austin homes. Attendees 
learn about constructing a low-cost coop, 
chicken care, coop design and co-habitation 
with the chickens and other animals. A map is 
available on the website the week of the tour. 
• 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • Various locations 
throughout Austin
www.fccooptour.blogspot.com

30 Lance Armstrong Foundation 
LiveStrong fundraiser
World Physique Magazine, TKO Nutrition and 
Redslife are hosting a fundraiser for the Lance 
Armstrong Foundation. Fitness celebrities, 
including Lance Armstrong, eight-time Mr. 
Olympia Ronnie Coleman and fitness icon 
Monica Brant, will make appearances and 
sign autographs. There will be a silent auction. 
• 9 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • TKO Nutrition, 9003 
Waterford Centre Blvd., Ste. 130 • 228-3700 
www.tkonutrition.com

30 Austin Dragonboat Festival
The 13th Austin Dragon Boat Festival includes 
dragon boat racing, dancing, music and martial 
arts performances, authentic festival foods and 
children’s activities. Bring a blanket, relax in the 
shade and celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival. 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free • Northeast corner of 
I-35 and Lady Bird Lake • 336-5069  
www.asianamericancc.com

CALENDAR

education and care programs that help 
those affected by cystic fibrosis. Although 
the walk is free, participants are encouraged 
to fundraise. Last year’s event brought in 
$110,000 with 400 walkers. • Registration is at 
10 a.m. and the walk begins at 11 a.m.  
Free • Concordia University Texas, 11400 
Concordia University Drive • 338-1744  
www.cff.org/great_strides/aboutgs/

14 Election Day

28–29 Austin Wine and Music Festival
The second annual Austin Wine and Music 
Festival features 31 local wineries, such as 
Driftwood Estate and Flat Creek Estate, and 10 
bands, including Jonathan Tyler & The Northern 
Lights and Turnpike Troubadours. The festival 
is open to all ages and will be at The Domain 
backyard by Burnet Road. • 1–10 p.m. • $35 
for one-day adult pass or $65 for two-day pass 
The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks Terrace 
www.austinwineandmusicfestival.com

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the first Friday of 
the month.

May 21
By Amy Deis

Through a series of races and strength tests, Gladiators Games sets out to identify Austin’s 
fittest athletes May 21.

It is the second year for Gladiator Games, and this year event co-organizer Ali Christoph said 
they have partnered with Austin Fit Magazine to feature the male and female winner of the 
obstacle course in the magazine’s annual 10 fittest Austinites. The event includes a 5K and 
an obstacle where competitors in a 300-meter course that involves climbing walls, hurdles 
and ladders.

“It’s a butt kicker, I promise,” Christoph said.

Gladiator Games costs $25 for participants to enter any of the events. The 5K is the first race 
of the day at 8 a.m. with check-in beginning at 7 a.m. Other events run until 1 p.m. at The 
Quarries, 11400 N. MoPac. Visit www.campgladiator.com/games.html for more information.
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Gladiator Games is series of races, including an obstacle course. Other fitness and strength stations 
will test participants’ ability to do push ups, pull ups, tire flips and boxing among other events.

Gladiator Games returns for second year of competition

30 Eeyore’s Birthday Party
The annual fundraiser to benefit nonprofit 
groups in Austin will be held at Pease Park 
with face painting, live music, vendors and 
Maypoles to celebrate the popular Winnie 
the Pooh character’s birthday. • 11 a.m.–dark  
Free • 1100 Kingsbury St. • 448-5160
www.eeyores.com
 

May
Through May 1 Heart & Sole
Brighton Collectibles at The Domain is 
collecting gently worn footwear to support 
Soles4Souls, which is donating shoes 
to victims of the earthquake in Japan. In 
addition, Brighton will donate 10 percent 
of their proceeds from the sale of footwear 
during the month of April to Soles4Souls to 
help cover the costs of distributing the shoes. 
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.; Sun. noon–6 p.m. 
Free • 11501 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 141 
973-8050 • www.brighton.com

1 Swimming Kids Triathlon
The ninth annual Cedar Park Swimming Kids 
Triathlon will allow children to compete in 
swimming, biking and running. The event 
draws about 300 kids and 1,000 attendees 
annually. Age groups include 7–11 and 12–
15. The event is USA Triathlon sanctioned. 
8 a.m. • $35 per person • Elizabeth Milburn 
Park, 1901 Sunchase Blvd., Cedar Park 
733-2490 • www.leaguelineup.com/cptri

7 Austin Family Music Festival
Live music performances, arts and crafts and 
farm activities are expected as part of the 
Austin Family Music Festival. In addition, Old 
MacDonald’s Magical Musical Farm, part of 
the Emmy-award winning PBS series “Biscuit 
Brothers” will be re-created and on display. 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. • $10 • Pioneer Farms, 10621 
Pioneer Farms Drive, Austin • 963-3778  
www.austinfamilymusicfestival.com

Free Comic Book Day
Capstone Comics is participating in Free 
Comic Book Day—the first Saturday in 
May—to give away comic books for free to 
anyone who comes into the store. There will 
be entertainment with people in costumes 
and artists doing free sketches. The event 
is intended to promote comic books and 
encourage reading. • 9 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free 
2121 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 107 • 339-4251 
www.capstonecomics.com

Tapestry Singers’ spring concert
The Tapestry Singers, a non-auditioned chorus 
of about 60 women, is presenting its spring 
concert with songs celebrating nature and life 
by artists like Carly Simon, Sweet Honey in 
The Rock, Eric Whitacre and Gwyneth Walker. 
7:30 p.m. • $12 adults, $8 seniors and 
students • St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
8314 Mesa Drive • www.tapestrysingers.org

Violet Crown Festival
Violet Crown Community Works—a nonprofit 
that helps build and sustain the community 

in Brentwood and Crestview by supporting 
neighborhood enhancement projects—is 
hosting Violet Crown Festival. The festival 
features about 50 arts and crafts vendors, 
live music, refreshments and a children’s play 
by the Violet Crown Community Theater. 
11 a.m.–6 p.m. • Free • 6701 Burnet Road 
450-1167 • www.violetcrowncommunity.org

7–8  Pecan Street Festival 
With more than 300 artists and original 
artisans, three stages of live music, a wide 
variety of ethnic and regional food, children’s 
workshops and more, the biannual Pecan 
Street Festival has been a family tradition for 
33 years. The show features artisans from all 
over the United States who display and sell 
homemade art and craftwork. Festivalgoers 
can find paintings, sculpture, woodwork, 
candles, jewelry, cowboy hats, games and 
other household items. • Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free • Sixth Street,  
from Brazos to I-35 • 485-3190   
www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com

13 Old Stage Park’s Dog Off Leash Area 
grand opening
Anderson Mill Limited District is unveiling its 
newest dog off-leash area at Old Stage Park. 
Residents and non-residents are invited to the 
grand opening. There will be contests for the 
coolest dog trick, largest dog, smallest dog 
and craziest costume. Mud Puppies, a play 
care and dog wash company, will be present. 
10a.m.–noon • Free • Old Stage Park, 12821 
Hymeadow Drive • 258-4104 • www.amld.org

14 Great Strides 5K Walk
The Austin chapter of Great Strides is hosting 
its annual 5K walk to raise money for research, 

Online Calendar

Worth the drive
April 29–May 2  
Balcones Songbird Festival
A collection of interpretive events will help 
attendees learn about and understand native 
birds, butterflies and wildflowers. • Times 
vary • Some events are free • Balcones 
Canyonland National Wildlife Refuge, 24518 
FM 1431, Marble Falls • 339-9432  
www.friendsofbalcones.org 
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

April 28, May 12 and 26, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

City launches new online service to 
enhance community involvement 

Speakupaustin.org launched March 29 
to enhance community engagement by 
providing a forum for residents to com-
ment on how the city operates.

The website allows users to comment on 
city issues and suggest new services, proj-
ects, policy changes or other recommen-
dations. It invites users to specific forums 
regarding topics the city is actively work-
ing on such as the Rainey Street District, 
funding for the Neighborhood Housing 
and Community Development Depart-
ment and SXSW.

Austin-based Sentient Services is part-
nering with the city on the new website.

New forums will be added to the site on 
a regular basis, and the site will connect 
to social media like Facebook.

Businesses go green with program
The City of Austin launched the Austin 

Green Business Leaders program April 6, 
which will encourage and help companies 
“go green” within the next 12 months.

Businesses will take five steps to be more 
environmentally sustainable within the 
realms of energy conservation, water con-
servation, waste reduction, water quality 
protection and transportation alternatives.

Austin Travis County

Meetings

Water tests at the Bull Creek District Park, near 
West Braker Lane and US 183, showed bacteria.
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Bull Creek park stays on-
leash because of bacteria

The Bull Creek District Park remains 
an on-leash park to prevent an increase 
of bacteria in the creek, which has been 
attributed to dog waste.

The Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment as well as the Watershed Protec-
tion Department have searched for new 
off-leash locations. Yett Creek Park, near 
Parmer Lane and MoPac, is one option.

The two departments will work with 
an Off-Leash Area Advisory Committee 
to develop a public information strategy 
for surrounding neighborhoods. If the 

park is designated off-leash, a new park-
ing facility and trail head would need 
to be constructed. The departments will 
meet with neighborhoods in May. 

Property tax exemptions in flux
Budget Director Leroy Nellis recom-

mended the Travis County Commissioners 
Court approve an increase in property tax 
exemptions for residents who are disabled 
and those who are 65 and older. During his 
April 5 presentation, Nellis recommended 
the court raise the maximum homestead 
exemption for these residents from $65,000 
to $75,000, the first increase for the exemp-
tion since 1994. 

Nellis also recommended a limitation 
of  $75,000 per homestead for the county’s 
historic property tax exemption. The court 
may vote on these changes as early as May. 
If approved, they would go into effect for 
fiscal year 2012.

Before approving the eBay proposal April 12, City 
Council held a public hearing to obtain input. 
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City offers $1.2 million incentive 
to eBay to expand in Austin

A $1.2 million proposal from the city to 
eBay will bring about 1,000 new jobs over 
a 10-year period to Austin, with an average 
salary of $122,576.

The city announced the economic 
development incentive proposal March 31, 
which was approved by City Council at its 
April 12 meeting.

“This is precisely the kind of company 
we would like to see expand in Austin,” 
said Mayor Lee Leffingwell. “This project 
includes great jobs for Central Texans.”

EBay Inc. currently employs 250 people 
in Austin. The company is based in San 
Jose, Calif., and was founded in 1995.
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AT THE CAPITOL

State budget negotiations gain speed 
with House vote, Senate deliberations
By Marcus Funk

As the Senate took up the $164.5 billion 
budget that the House passed for 2012–13, 
local representatives were divided on 
the approach taken to resolve what has 
become a $23 billion budget shortfall.

State Reps. Elliott Naishtat, Mark 
Strama and Donna Howard, who repre-
sent Northwest Austin, joined the rest of 
the Democratic caucus in voting against 
the House bill. 

Naishtat said he voted against the bill 
because he felt the cuts to public health 
and education would be devastating. 

“We’re going to see nursing homes 
close all over the state, especially in rural 
areas,” Naishtat said. “We’re going to see 
elderly people and people with disabilities 
who can’t make it anymore.”

 Howard said political leaders unfairly 
shut down discussion of alternatives to 
cuts in public services.

“House Bill 1 gives us a budget that 
sacrifices fiscal responsibility in the name 
of fiscal conservatism,” she said. “I think 
we’re better than that. I know Texas is 
better than that.”

State Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round 
Rock, and all but two other House Repub-
licans voted in favor of the budget, which Comment at more.impactnews.com/12375

was approved 98-49.
When asked what was the likelihood 

of the Senate budget bill resembling what 
the House passed, Gonzales responded: 
“Zero. It’ll be an entirely different docu-
ment. They just have a different way of 
looking at things.”

The Senate budget
In January, the Senate proposed a 

$158.7 billion budget that called for  
$28.8 billion in spending cuts, a 15.4 
percent overall reduction from current 
levels. That translates into $5.4 billion cuts 
in public education and $16.1 billion in 
health and human services cuts.

The Senate is expected to rework the 
numbers in its budget in light of the 
House’s willingness to use part of the 
rainy day fund.

The overall Senate budget has differed 
from the House’s budget all session, 
partly because the Senate expects Texas to 
receive about $1 billion in federal funds 
that the House did not factor in. 

Also, a Senate committee is pursuing as 
much as $10 billion in “non-tax revenue,” 
or budget allocations that can be rerouted. 

A Senate memo leaked by the anti-
tax group Empower Texans highlighted 

several programs that might be cut, includ-
ing two-thirds of the unspent money in the 
Texas Enterprise and Emerging Technol-
ogy funds and an endowment for Texas’ 
tobacco lawsuit settlements. 

The August sales tax holiday could be 
suspended for two years, according to 
the memo.

House budget activity
Late on April 3, the House approved a 

state budget with more than $23 billion 
in cuts to state services in the next bien-
nium, which amounts to a 12.3 percent 

decrease in spending from current levels. 
The bill includes $11.5 billion in cuts to 

health and human services and $5.1 bil-
lion to public education.

The House initially had a $27 billion pro-
jected shortfall to reconcile. That number 
fell to $23 billion after a $4.4 billion gap 
was resolved by using $3.3 billion of the 
rainy day fund, $800 million in cuts were 
made and the comptroller announced that 
the state would bring in more $300 million 
more revenue than expected.

How Senate and House versions stack up

Spending levels in key sectors Source: Legislative Budget Board
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Austin City Council

Josiah James Ingalls 
Job/Experience: Auditor at a jewelry 
company; president of the School for All 
Children Act

Chris Riley (incumbent)  
Job/Experience: Current council 
member; Downtown Austin 
Neighborhood Association past 
president and co-founder

Place 1 

Roger Chan  
Job/Experience: Former Austin 
assistant city manager, 2000–03;  
owner of Evergreen Consulting, a  
private consulting firm

Norman Jacobson 
Job/Experience: Political activist and 
electrical engineer

Laura Morrison (incumbent)  
Job/Experience: Current council 
member; former president of the 
Austin Neighborhoods Council; former 
Lockheed Martin engineer 

Kathie Tovo 
Job/Experience: Former Planning 
Commissioner; member of the AISD 
Facilities Master Plan Task Force;  
Liveable City Advisory Board member

Kris Bailey 
Job/Experience: Insurance adjuster; 
Texans for Accountable Government 
volunteer

Randi Shade (incumbent) 
Job/Experience: Current council 
member; founded Internet company 
Charitygift; former executive director of 
the Austin Entrepreneurs Foundation

Michael “Max” Nofziger 
Job/Experience: Former council 
member from 1987–96; currently a 
musician for The Harmony Brothers

Eric J. Rangel  
Job/Experience: Director of accounts 
receivable at an auto recycling business; 
Dell Children’s Medical Center and the 
parish at St. Ignatius volunteer

Toby Ryan 
Job/Experience: DJ and music director 
for fifteen years at 101.5 FM

Place 3

Place 4 Looking back: 2009

Of the more than 445,000 registered voters in Austin 
at the time of the city’s May 9, 2009, election, only  
13.1 percent—58,610 voters—went to the polls.

Spring elections typically have lower turnouts than fall 
elections since they are not paired with larger state or 
federal elections. City of Austin spokeswoman Patricia 
Fraga said she anticipates a higher turnout this time 
around due to a few newsmaking items. 

“With the way the state of the economy has been, and 
with all the press about the controversy regarding the 
emails and transparency with City Council, people will 
think about voting more,” she said. “The thought of, 
‘Your vote counts and you can make a difference,’ is 
at the forefront of their minds.”

Top priorities: “We need parking, traffic relief and 
economic development. If we do this in a reasonable, 
business-smart way, through well-negotiated public 
and private partnerships, Austin can continue to stay 
weird, unique and interesting. Austin can achieve a truly 
multimodal transportation system that meets current 
and future demand by strategically investing limited 
resources to move more people in more ways.”  
info@rogerchanforaustin.com 
http://rogerchanforaustin.com

Top priorities: “The city budget will be my primary 
concern. It determines what we, as a city, can and 
cannot accomplish. Austin’s traffic problems will require 
a multimodal approach in order to solve the issues we 
face. However, I feel that the most effective step we can 
take at this time is widening and adding lanes wherever 
possible on MoPac and I-35.” 
josiah@josiahingalls.com 
www.josiahingalls.com

Top priorities: “As a city council member, my No. 1 
goal will be to eliminate fluoridated water in Austin 
and have a reverse osmosis system to remove the 
fluoride pollution from upstream communities. Electric 
cars are the best solution [to Austin’s traffic problems]. 
Being from Los Angeles, it is difficult for me to see a 
traffic problem in Austin. The toll roads are somewhat 
deserted; therefore, they are not working. Buses are not 
very crowded, either.” 
normanjacobson4citycouncil@clear.net 
http://funds.gofundme.com/35xes

Top priorities: “[My priorities include] ensuring that 
our economy remains on a strong, sustainable footing. 
Working toward a robust, multimodal transportation 
system and striving to preserve the unique character of 
our city. Most Austinites will continue to travel by car for 
the foreseeable future; and to the extent we can provide 
complete streets featuring managed lanes, bike lanes, 
sidewalks or dedicated transit lanes, we’ll enable users 
to choose the mode that best fits their needs.” 
info@chrisforaustin.com  
www.chrisforaustin.com

Top priorities: “My primary goal will be to bring 
common sense issues to City Council. Primarily I would 
like to shift the focus of the police department from 
pursuing crimes that do not involve a victim toward 
crimes that do involve a victim. I support focusing on 
getting traffic fixed by increasing capacity on our roads. 
Our taxes are collected specifically to build and maintain 
roads. That’s how I plan to spend them.”  
kris@baileyforchange.com 
www.baileyforchange.com

Top priorities: “My primary goal is to reduce spending in 
the city budget and to stop large, costly and unnecessary 
projects like light rail, Water Treatment Plant No. 4 and 
the biomass plant. The council’s crazy spending is 
fueling gentrification and driving musicians, artists and 
the middle class out of our city. Light rail is enormously 
expensive and does little to reduce traffic congestion.” 
462-2386  
www.maxformayor.org

Top priorities: “My core priorities are supporting core 
city services and responsible growth. I will work to bring 
greater budget discipline to City Hall to ensure decisions 
reflect the prioritization of reliable and affordable 
utilities, strong public safety and a local economy that 
benefits citizens at all income levels. I want to … do 
more to promote carpooling, telecommuting and flex-
time arrival and departure strategies.”  
info@RandiShade.com 
www.randishade.com 

Top priorities: “I look forward to raising the level of 
my advocacy for families to promote affordable housing 
policies, stronger coordinated planning efforts with AISD 
and other school districts, more implementation of family-
friendly design and an active and engaged citizenry. An 
integrated public transportation system … will take cars 
off the road and provide a more sustainable option to get 
to the city center for jobs and entertainment.” 
info@kathieforaustin.com  
www.kathieforaustin.com 

Top priorities: “I have made, and will continue to make, 
my top priorities: protecting Austin’s quality of life, 
supporting policies that promote both social and fiscal 
responsibility and promoting accountable, transparent 
and collaborative government. A comprehensive, 
multimodal transportation system, with proper land-use 
planning, is the best way to address the city’s traffic and 
congestion problems.”
992-9224, www.lauraforaustin.com 

Top priorities: “My primary goal is to get more people 
involved in their local political scene. That’s why I favor 
single-member districts. I will focus on transportation and 
economic development. I believe it’s inevitable that some 
form of rail will have to be developed to combat our ever-
growing traffic congestion. If we are ahead of the curve, 
the cost will be dramatically less in the long run.” 
info@voterangel.com 
www.voterangel.com

Top priorities: “My primary goal would be to ensure fair 
representation of all of Austin. City government has too 
long been dominated by a few privileged neighborhoods. 
Additionally I would fight to protect the live music culture 
of Austin that has made the city so successful. Also, the 
city needs to work toward a stronger public transportation 
infrastructure to take cars off the road and move toward 
becoming an environmentally sound city.”
info@tobyforaustin.com, www.tobyforaustin.com



Important dates 
Last day to register to vote was April 14
Early voting: May 2–10
Last day for ballot by mail: May 6
Election day: May 14
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Gene Fruge 
788-1630 
genefruge@gmail.com 
www.genefruge.com

 

Nacole Thompson  
627-9588 
info@electnacole.com 
http://electnacole.com

Resident for: 3 years
Day job: Realtor
Top priorities:
•	 School rights versus district rights
•	 Booster clubs at primary levels
•	 Improve business operations

Resident for: Unavailable
Day job: Banking 
Top priorities: Unavailable

Resident for: 11 years 
Day job: Software developer 
Top priorities:

•	 Raise level of education for all students
•	 Integrate more technology 
•	 Promote excellence throughout the 

district

James Spires 
http://vote4spires.org

 

Kyle Ward  
www.kyle4kids.wordpress.
com 

Resident for: Nearly 5 years
Day job: Executive director 
Top priorities:

•	 Emphasize academic achievement
•	 Manage the district like a business
•	 Value taxpayer/parental/faculty input

Aaron Johnson 
aaron.johnsonforlisd@
gmail.com 
http://aaronjohnson4lisd.
com 

Resident for: 6 years
Day job: Sales director at Bazaarvoice
Top priorities:
•	 Address budget issue 
•	 Help achieve individual progress 
•	 Long term planning and encourage 

community involvement 

Place 6

Will Streit 
will.streit@leanderisd.org

 
 

Resident for: 7 years
Day job: Product manager at IBM 
Top priorities:

•	 Pursue academic excellence
•	 Exercise financial restraint 
•	 Provide extracurricular opportunities 

for student enrichment

Place 7—Unopposed 

Sources:  Travis County Clerk Elections Division and 
Williamson County Elections Department

Place 6

Glen H. Colby   
glen_colby@roundrockisd.org

Resident for: 21 years
Day job: Systems analyst for Waid 
Environmental
Top priorities:
•	 Protecting the classroom during the current 

budget reductions
•	 Focusing on fiscal restraint combined with 

efficient use of existing resources
•	 Continuing the drive to Texas Education 

Agency exemplary status for the district

Round Rock ISD Leander ISD
Place 1

Brian Sellers   
www.briansellers.org

Resident for: 34 years
Day job: Sells equipment for Meraki, a 
wireless networking company
Top priorities:
•	 Getting the right teacher in the classroom
•	 Being fiscally responsible
•	 Overall health and longevity of the district 

... looking into the future for growth and 
proper planning

Matt Stillwell  
matt@stillwellinsurance.com 
http://mattstillwell.com 

Resident for: Five years
Day job: Insurance agent 
Top priorities:
•	 The district budget crisis
•	 Keeping quality teachers in the district
•	 Increasing secondary language education

Place 3

Diane Cox   
3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd, 
Unit 84 Round Rock, 78665 
244-4998
dianecox@austin.rr.com
www.dianecox.com

Resident for: 13 years
Day job: Owner, Cruise Holidays of Round Rock
Top priorities:
•	 Conservative budget approach without 

impacting the classroom
•	 Student achievement
•	 Community communications

David Dziadziola  
689-3762 
david@daviddforrrisd.com 
www.daviddforrrisd.com

Resident for: Seven years
Day job: Agent for New York Life 
Top priorities:
•	 Financial oversight
•	 Better, more open communication between 

residents and schools
•	 Checks and balances and accountability 

between residents and schools

Pflugerville ISD—Place 7

Rob Reyes

robreyescampaign@sbcglobal.net 
www.robreyescampaign.com

Resident for: More than 4 years 
Day job: Consultant 
Top priority: Work collaboratively with 
the current board to bring resources 
and solutions for community nonprofits, 
private sector and other public agencies 
for use in the district

With only two candidates for two places 
up for election this year, both candidates 
for Pflugerville ISD will skate unopposed 
onto the board of trustees. Jimmy Don 
Havins will return as the board of trustees 
representative for Place 6 for another term. 

For Place 7, however, Rob Reyes is a 
new addition to the board, but not to 

Travis County early voting polling locations 

Mon.–Sat., 7 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sun., noon–6 p.m. 
Randalls, 10900-D Research Blvd.  
H-E-B Four Points, 7301 RM 620 N. 
Asian American Chamber of Commerce, 10901 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. B206
Ben Hur Shriners Hall, 7811 Rockwood Lane  

Williamson County early voting polling locations 

May 2–May 7, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.; May 9–May 10, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
McConico Building, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., Round Rock
Round Rock Randalls, 2051 Gattis School Road, Round Rock 
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park 
Williamson County Inner Loop Annex, 301 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown

On Election Day, May 14, residents must vote at their precinct’s polling 
location. Precinct numbers are printed on the voter registration card.

Travis County 

Precinct Location

109 Parmer Lane Elementary School, 1806 Parmer Lane
110 River Oaks Elementary School, 12401 Scofield Farms Drive
111 Westview Middle School, 1805 Scofield Lane
160 YMCA North Park Branch, 9616 N. Lamar Blvd.
163 Cook Elementary School, 1511 Cripple Creek Road
205 Camden Huntingdon Apartments, 12349 Metric Blvd.
207 YMCA Northwest Branch, 5807 McNeil Road
208 Triumphant Love Lutheran Church, 9508 Great Hills Trail
218 Austin Community College Northridge Campus,  
 11928 Stonehollow Drive
228 / 254 Davis Elementary School, 5214 Duval Road
246 Hill Elementary School, 8601 Tallwood Drive
249 St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive
253 First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive
258 McBee Elementary School, 1001 W. Braker Lane
259 Summitt Elementary School, 12207 Brigadoon Lane
262 Anderson High School, 8403 Mesa Drive
263 United Christian Church, 3500 W. Parmer Lane
267 / 279 Great Hills Baptist Church, 10500 Jollyville Road
268 Grant AME Worship Center, 1701 Kramer Lane
326 Laurel Mountain Elementary School, 10111 DK Ranch Road
327 Fire Station No. 33, 9409 Bluegrass Drive 
328 Renaissance Retirement Center, 11279 Taylor Draper Lane
331 Kathy Caraway Elementary School, 11104 Oak View Drive 
333 / 343 Canyon Creek Elementary School, 10210 Ember Glen Drive
334 Spicewood Elementary School, 11601 Olson Drive
335 / 336 Canyon Vista Middle School, 8455 Spicewood Springs Road
337 / 377 Shepherd of the Hills Christian Church, 6909 W. Courtyard Drive
374 Deer Creek Elementary School, 2420 Zeppelin Drive  
376 Canyon Ridge Middle School, 12601 Country Trails Lane 
378 Austin Christian Fellowship, 6401 River Place Blvd. 

A complete list of Travis County polling locations may be found at  
www.traviscountyelections.org. 

Williamson County 

Precinct Location

146 / 162 / 185 Pond Springs Elementary School, 7825 Elkhorn Mountain Trail
147 / 151 / 152 Forest North Elementary School, 13414 Broadmeade Ave.
217 / 218 / 239 / 
274 / 275  Noel Grisham Middle School, 10805 School House Lane

A complete list of Williamson County polling locations may be found at  
www.williamson-county.org/election

early voting polling locations

election day polling locations

area education. Reyes ran unsuccessfully 
in 2010 and has been on the Pflugerville 
Education Foundation board. His experience 
on that board, which provides alternative 
funding to teachers and students for use 
in the classroom, is part of what drives his 
desire to join the board of PISD.

“I’ve noticed that there are some gaps in 
networking collectively to bring resources to 
our school districts,” he said.

A consultant by day, Reyes’ whole family 
is tied to the district. His wife, Karen, is a 
counselor in the district, and they have two 
children who are also in PISD.

He said that, given the current funding 
shortfall across the state and within the 
district, it was increasingly important to find 
other sources of money.

“I’m just really interested in bringing 
resources to students in classrooms that 
they might otherwise not receive through 
traditional channels,” Reyes said. “I’d like to 
be their voice and be accessible.”
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experience traveling for a former 
job at a cosmetics company. Her 
favorite farmers markets were in 
Seattle, San Francisco, Toronto 
and Portland, Ore., the latter of 
which had a children’s program.

Kruse aims to unite the involve-
ment of children and the commu-
nity at the Burnet Road market 
just like the Travis County market 
used to do.

“It was booming because it was 
the people’s market,” she said. 
“That’s what I want to bring back.”

Revitalizing the old
The Burnet Road market will be 

open year-round on Thursday eve-
nings and Saturday mornings, and 
feature live music, food vendors, 
artists and children’s activities.

Two long rows of wooden stalls 
frame either side of the grounds, 
providing vendors with a shelter 
to sell goods. Ten small buildings, 
one of which is occupied by the 
Pour House Pub, sit onsite, giving 
it a “little village” feel, said Crest-
view resident Claire Lewis.

She used to walk to the market 
with her family in the early 1990s 
when, she said, the market was at 
its peak and teeming with energy. 
Lewis recalls buying honey straws 
from one vendor and said there 
used to be an antiques store in 
one of the buildings where auc-
tions were held.

“[The market] had a very old-
fashioned feel to it,” she said.

Lewis said she is excited for the 
market’s return and hopes it will 
continue to be a gathering place 
to support local farmers.

Near the entrance of the mar-
ket, an herb and vegetable garden 
will greet customers. The origi-
nal wooden entrance with “Aus-
tin’s Historic Farmers Market” is 
in the back, and Kruse said that 
structure will stay.

She has plans for the buildings, 
such as housing a chef to do cook-
ing demonstrations. She plans to 
remodel some of the buildings 
but keep the marketplace feel.

The Thursday market will be a 
more traditional market with live 
music by local talent, Kruse said, 
while Saturday will feature the 
children’s program.

“I want to help musicians to 
have a venue to have exposure,” 
she said.

Featured vendors
Kruse has about 20 vendors 

lined up for the market on either 
day and is hoping to attract 
more. One of those vendors is 
Kala Uprety, owner of Kala’s Kui-
sine. Uprety spent many days at 
the Travis County Farmers Mar-
ket as a customer seeking out dif-
ferent vegetables. She grew up on 
a farm in Nepal and started her 
business in 1994.

Uprety sells salsas, chutneys, 
samosas and prepared vegetarian 
dinners at the Cedar Park Farms 
to Market and the downtown 
market, but also has an office 
in Northwest Austin off Pecan 
Street. Uprety said attending mar-
kets is the best way to find new 
customers. Once a month, she 
tries out new items to see how 
well they will sell.

Uprety said, however, she has 
concerns about the market com-
peting with neighboring farm-
ers markets, including one on 
Wednesday nights at the Triangle. 
She was able to be a vendor at the 
Burnet Road market because it is 
open on Thursday evenings.

“I wish we didn’t have so many,” 
she said.

Focusing on children
Kruse grew up in the Baptist 

Children’s Home in Round Rock 
and was placed in foster homes 
on farms and ranches, giving 
her exposure to farming and 

growing food.
It is why she has set aside an 

area at the farmers market just 
for the Kids R Farmers program, 
which will debut in late spring or 
summer.

“It gives [children] the oppor-
tunity to grow at the market and 
show them what they can do 
[with food],” Kruse said.

Paige Hill, owner of Urban 
Patchwork Neighborhood Farm, 
said she will help children plant 
seeds at the farmers market and 
provide a variety of crafts for them 
to do while they wait for their veg-
etables to grow. Then she will help 
them harvest their produce and 

teach them how to cook with it.
Hill, who has lived in Austin 

for 16 years, said the Crestview 
neighborhood identifies the mar-
ket as a historic presence residents 
would like to preserve. 

“It’s a place to come together 
and be with friends and neighbors 
without having to drive down-
town, which is so nice to have up 
here,” Hill said. 

Lewis, a volunteer with Urban 
Patchwork with plans to help out 
at the market, said it is important 
for every neighborhood to have a 
market of its own and know from 
where their food comes.

“Hopefully, it will bring more 

interest; Burnet Road is thriving,” 
she said. “You can see the change 
happening.”

Farmers market
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12380

• ARRR Squeeze 
• Antonio Celentano Olive Oil
• Austin Locally Grown 

Organic Clothing 
• Baby Zach’s Smoked 

Hummus
• Caroline’s Garden 
• Effs Farms
• Elementals  
• Foodie Card
• Johnson’s Backyard  

Garden
• Kala’s Kuisine
• Lightsey Farms
• Microbial Earth
• Mom & Pops 

• Pie Fixes Everything
• Pleasant Hill Farms
• Poochie Trends Pet 

Boutique and Bakery
• Reel Popcorn
• Richardson Farms
• Round Rock Honey
• Royal Indian Foods 
• Tiny Pies
• Texas Coffee Traders
• Texas Hill Country Olive 

Oil Co.
• Texas Heritage Beef Co.
• The Gardener’s Feast
• Two Happy Children Farm

6701 Burnet Road Farmers Market vendors

Koenig Ln.

Justin Ln.
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6701 Burnet Road Farmers Market
6701 Burnet Road
www.6701burnetroadmarket.com
Thursdays 4–8 p.m.
Saturdays 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

Tiny Pies

ARRR Squeeze

Round Rock Honey

Market director Jean Kruse
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EDUCATION

By Kate Hull and Rebecca LaFlure
A new report from the Greater Austin 

Chamber of Commerce finds that the 
percentage of Austin ISD seniors who 
graduate in four years increased from 74 
percent in 2008 to 76 percent in 2009, and 
the percentage of graduates who immedi-
ately enroll in higher education dropped a 
percentage point to 58 percent.

The 2010 Education Progress Reports, 
released by the Austin chamber in partner-
ship with school districts and other Central 
Texas chambers, track student perfor-
mance trends that are most important to 
the business community. 

Drew Scheberle, senior vice president of 
education and talent development for the 
Austin chamber, said the initiative started 
six years ago as a way for chamber officials 
to improve public education and prepare 
students for college. The Austin chamber 
has released separate reports for 10 partici-
pating school districts.

Scheberle said this year’s reports are 
particularly important to school districts 
and chambers as state lawmakers consider 
making large cuts to public education.

“People don’t pay attention until you 
have to make really important decisions 
like shutting down schools or firing a 
whole bunch of people. That’s when they 
start to pay attention, and that’s when 
these are most important,” Scheberle said. 
“We’re asking school districts to set out 
year goals. The hope is the enactment of 
those goals will help them in guiding their 
budget process.”

As a part of the compiling process, a task 
force of business leaders reviewed each 
district’s most recent performance data—
largely based on the TAKS test—identified 
its strengths and weaknesses and offered 
recommendations on areas to improve. 
District officials then set goals to work 
toward and identified ways the business 
community can help.

The reports, with their large graphics 
and informational sidebars, were created to 
be clearer and more understandable than 
many of the data sheets released by the 

EDUCATION

Chamber report: AISD graduation rates rise, college attendance slips
Texas Education Agency, Scheberle said.

The reports examine what percentage 
of a school district’s graduating class are 
deemed college- and career-ready under 
the state definition. They also provide the 
graduation rate, and what percentage of 
graduates went on to enroll in a university, 
community college or technical school 
directly after high school.

In addition, the reports track how fifth- 
and eighth-graders performed in reading, 
math and science. Because education is 
a major factor in the chamber’s ability to 
attract companies to the region, chamber 
officials want to address school issues early 
on, before students graduate high school.

With more than 82,200 students 
enrolled at 122 campuses in 2009, AISD 
continues to be one of the largest school 
districts in the country. To help ensure 
the success of AISD graduates, the Austin 
chamber task force set a district goal to 
graduate 90 percent of the class of 2014 
in four years and to ensure 77 percent of 
those students enroll in higher education 
immediately following high school. 

According to the AISD progress 
report, the overall four-year high school 
graduation rate increased in 2009 from 
74 percent in 2008 to 76 percent. AISD 
showed even more significant gains 
in the high school completion rate of 
economically disadvantaged students, 
increasing from 61 percent in 2008 to  
75 percent in 2009. 

“Giving a consistent and uniform 
accounting of student achievement and 
district performance to the public is a 
very good thing and gives a lot of positive 
support amongst the business community 
and the employers of the Greater Austin 
area,” AISD Communications Special-
ist Andy Welch said. “This also provides 
some confidence that AISD is doing a 
good job of producing a future workforce.”

The district saw across-the-board 
improvement and consistency in the 

percentage of students who performed the 
same or slightly better overall on the TAKS 
exit-level exams; 87 percent passed all four 
tests needed to graduate in 2010. 

Improvements were seen across all 
subgroups except white students, whose 
results stayed at 95 percent passing in both 
2009 and 2010. Seventy-seven percent of 
African-American students passed all 
four exams in 2010, a 1 percent drop from 

2009. Hispanic students had the highest 
increase, improving by 6 percentage points 
to 83 percent passing.

“We have serious financial challenges 
and we have to address those,” Welch 
said. “But we have to keep our focus on 
the areas that are identified in our stra-
tegic plan so that we [continue] to meet 
these objectives.” 

See Chamber report next page

Austin ISD results

Percentage of Austin ISD students who graduated in four years

  
All  77 75 74 76 n/a 82
African-American 67 65 66 70 n/a n/a
Asian/Pacific Islander 90 91 91 92 n/a n/a
Hispanic  69 66 64 67 n/a n/a
White 90 88 89 89 n/a n/a
Economically 
disadvantaged 66 63 61 75 n/a n/a
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Percentage of Austin ISD students academically prepared for higher education 
or the high-performance workplace
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AISD finalizes job cuts, considers tax rate increase for November 
By Kate Hull

 After months of proposed budget reduction plans 
including eliminating 1,153 positions, the Austin 
Independent School District board of trustees is now 
discussing whether to hold a tax ratification election 
to address the remaining $46.3 million budget deficit.

The staff recommended waiting until November to 
put the tax increase up for public vote rather than June. 
If board members had selected June, they would have 
been required to notify the public by May 3. 

“We should really think about November for a time-
frame and not give away a single penny more than you 
have to,” Superintendent Meria Carstarphen said to the 
board members. “[You should] save as many pennies 

as you can for an even rainier day, and believe it or not, 
that might be around the corner anyway.”

The maximum allowable tax increase is 9 cents, 
which would raise taxes from $1.079 to $1.169 and bring 
$29 million to the district yearly after recapture.

 “There is a lot of caution on the board to not do any-
thing until we know what the Legislature is doing, but no 
matter what the Legislature does, sooner is better than 
later in my mind,” said Kenneth Zarifis, co-president of 
Education Austin, the labor union for AISD employees.

On March 28, the board voted to cut 490 contract 
positions at the end of the 2010–11 school year. The 
board approved the administration’s reduction in 
force recommendations, opted not to renew some term 

contracts and to terminate contracts and probationary 
employment.

The board must give notice to teachers no later 
than the 45th day before the last day of instruction, as 
required under contract, which occurred April 15. 

Previously, the board identified 1,153 positions for 
elimination. As of the March 28 meeting, 361 of those 
positions had been resolved through attrition—resigna-
tion or retirement.

The next regular AISD board meeting will be held 
April 23 at 7 p.m. at the Carruth Administration 
Complex located at 1111 W. Sixth St. For more infor-
mation, visit www.austinisd.org.
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While more Round Rock and Pfluger-
ville ISD high school students graduated 
on time in 2009, slightly fewer recent 
graduates enrolled in and were academi-
cally prepared for college, according to 
the report.

Joe Vining, senior vice president for 
economic development for the Round 
Rock Chamber of Commerce, said the 
chamber often connects local businesses 
and school districts by providing mentors 
or internships.

The report helps local chambers stay 
updated on the performance and needs of 
Round Rock students, he said. 

According to the RRISD progress 
report, the overall four-year high school 
graduation rate increased in 2009 from 
84 to 88 percent. RRISD showed even 
more significant gains in the high school 
completion rate of African-American and 
economically disadvantaged students. 

RRISD spokeswoman JoyLynn 
Occhiuzzi credits much of the district’s 
improvements to the 2008 creation of a 
Dropout Recovery Team, which makes 
a special effort to find students who 
dropped out and support those students 
academically.

“If you don’t show up to school, they 
are walking the streets, knocking on 

doors, hunting you down in different cit-
ies,” she said. “We kicked up our efforts 
by making sure we know where our kids 
are when they’re not in school and also 
by providing them with different kinds 
of programming.”

RRISD students also performed slightly 
better overall than the last four years on 
the TAKS exit-level exams with 94 percent 
of students passing all four tests needed to 
graduate in 2010.

Improvements were seen across all sub-
groups except African-Americans. Only 
82 percent of black students passed all four 
exams in 2010, a 4 percent drop from 2009. 

The district also experienced a slight 
decrease in the percent of students enroll-
ing in and prepared for college. 

In 2009, 68 percent of RRISD high 
school graduates enrolled in college by the 
fall following graduation, compared with 
69 percent in 2008 and 71 percent in 2007. 

Only 64 percent of 2009 high school 
graduates were deemed academically 
prepared for college or a high-performance 
workplace in 2009, a two-point decline 
compared to 2008. 

Lora Darden, director of curriculum 
and professional development, said the 
slight decrease can be attributed to the 
district’s increased effort to bring drop-
outs back to school.

The 2008–09 school year was the first 
year that the state increased its standards 
for high school completion rates, and 

Cumulative pass rate on exit-level TAKS (all sections)

  
All  86 83 84 88 89 91
African-American 78 76 72 85 76 82
Asian/Pacific Islander 97 93 95 97 96 96
Hispanic  74 64 70 76 77 83
White 90 89 89 91 95 95
Economically 
disadvantaged 67 61 63 74 71 75

  
All  93 90 93 93 94 95
African-American 86 74 80 86 82 84
Asian/Pacific Islander 96 95 98 96 98 99
Hispanic  83 81 85 85 91 95
White 96 95 97 96 97 98
Economically 
disadvantaged 79 72 81 80 82 84
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Percentage of Round Rock students who graduated in four years

See Chamber report | 18

Round Rock ISD results

Chamber report
Continued from previous page

High School 
Sophomores & Juniors
Free College Planning Class
Several free workshops are being held for the parents of college-bound students in 
the Austin area. They focus on little-known ways to get money for college, no matter 
how much income you make or how good a student you have.

What we cover:
•How to choose the right college for the best price
•How to lower your “out-of-pocket” costs and get the maximum amount of money 

from each school
•Is it possible to attend a private university at a public university price?
•Why procrastination can (and will most likely) cost a family thousands of dollars
•The single biggest mistake that 9 out of 10 parents make when planning for college
•Among lots of other topics...

The FREE workshops are 
being held:

Space is Limited! 
Please register by visiting

 our website at 
www.collegeauthority.com 

or call 877-881-8646.

Saturday, April 23, 2011 at 9:30am
Chez Zee Restaurant
5406 Balcones Dr, Austin

Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 7pm
Lost Creek Country Club
2612 Lost Creek Blvd, Austin

Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at 7pm
Lakeway Activity Center
102 Cross Creek, Lakeway

Check our 
website 
for dates & 
locations of 
additional 
upcoming 
seminars.

Saturday, April 30, 2011 at 9:30am
The Oasis Restaurant
6550 Comanche Trail, Austin

Monday, May 9, 2011 at 7pm
Leander Public Library
1011 S. Bagdad, Leander

Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at 7pm
Round Rock Public Library
216 E. Main St., Round Rock

Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 10:30am
Cedar Park Recreation Center
1435 Main St, Cedar Park
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school districts across the state worked 
extra hard to recapture students.

“Anytime you have an increase to that 
extent of students who were not in school 
that we were bringing back in, it adds a 
different element to the testing situation,” 
Darden said. “All the districts across the 
state were in the same boat.”

The Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce 
has partnered with the Austin chamber on 
this effort for four years. Patricia Gervan-
Brown, Pflugerville chamber president, 
said the Pflugerville chamber uses the 
reports when recruiting businesses to the 
Pflugerville area.

“We need to have a well-educated and 
appropriately educated workforce for our 
local economy to stay strong,” she said. 

Like RRISD, more Pflugerville ISD stu-
dents graduated on time in 2009 compared 
to 2008. However, fewer enrolled in col-
lege and felt prepared for college and the 
workforce. 

A reported 83 percent of students gradu-
ated from high school in four years in 
2009, a two-point increase from 2008. Like 
in RRISD, Hispanic and African-Amer-
ican students made the most significant 
improvements.

 PISD also showed gains in the 

number of high school seniors passing 
all the TAKS exit level exams needed to 
graduate. In 2010, 90 percent of students 
passed the exam compared with 86 
percent in 2009.

The percentage of students in the Class 
of 2009 who directly enrolled in post-
secondary education declined slightly to 
61 percent.

Only 47 percent of students were col-
lege- and career-ready in both English 
and math, a decrease from 52 percent the 
previous year. 

Barbara Gideon, PISD executive direc-
tor of curriculum and instruction, noted 
that the state’s standards rise for each 
class so it is hard to compare them.

PISD has implemented an online plan-
ning tool that helps students and parents 
plan their future and monitor their prog-
ress toward those goals. 

Gideon said the report’s recommenda-
tions—which include continuing to close 
the achievement gap and increase the 
percentage of students prepared for col-
lege and the workforce—will be included 
in the annual District Improvement Plan, 
which is monitored quarterly.

The actions included in the improve-
ment plan are considered when estab-
lishing PISD’s budget and deciding the 
funds needed to carry out the recom-
mendations.

The full reports for each school district 
can be accessed at  
www.austinchamber.com/edureports.

GOAL

GOAL

  
All  84 83 87 86 90 92
African-American 69 70 76 78 84 86
Asian/Pacific Islander 93 89 92 96 96 98
Hispanic  76 76 81 81 87 89
White 94 91 95 94 95 97
Economically 
disadvantaged 73 71 78 78 84 86

2006               2007              2008               2009               2010               2011
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All  81 79 81 83 85
African-American 73 76 75 80 83
Asian/Pacific Islander 91 92 87 88 90
Hispanic  71 64 70 75 77
White 88 87 91 91 93
Economically 
disadvantaged 74 70 77 77 79

Pflugerville ISD results

Chamber report
Continued from | 17
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monopoly would like to stay a monopoly,” 
he said.

However, Austin Energy General Man-
ager Larry Weis and Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
said the situation is more like the state iso-
lating and, in some respects, provoking a 
municipally owned electric utility.

“I don’t think the bill is fair,” Leffingwell 
said. “There are about 70 some-odd pub-
lic utilities in the state of Texas. This bill 
applies to Austin Energy, nobody else. They 
should not single out Austin.”

Leffingwell said if Austin were to be 
deregulated, the legislation should also 
apply to the rest of the state. He said by the 
numbers he has looked at, the bill would 
only increase costs for Austin rate payers, 
as well as the state over the next biennium.

Weis said the difference between a pub-
licly owned utility and a deregulated utility 
is how fuel prices affect rates. If gas prices 
go up, a deregulated market sees instanta-
neous costs to consumers, whereas a pub-
licly owned utility, such as Austin Energy, 
spreads the cost over time.

Austin Energy met with Estes and several 
other legislators and offered a rate contract 
until 2015 that is available to large users, 
Weis said. That took some wind out of the 
sails of the legislation, but groups such as the 
Conservative Coalition of Texas have pin-
pointed San Antonio and Austin as targets 
for deregulation.

“It may be more of a free-market philos-
ophy and a political agenda than it is busi-
ness,” Weis said. “Deregulation is not going 
to be better than a consumer-owned utility 
model. In a snapshot of time today, maybe 
it is close because fuel prices are so low, but 
when you look at the long-term costs of 
energy, it is not.”

Making it better
Before Austin Energy last changed its 

rate design in 1994, the company was in the 
middle of eight years of what lawyer Alan 
Holcomb describes as “rate wars.”

Holcomb represented Texas Instruments 
and Motorola, who, with AMD and IBM, 
appealed to the Public Utility Commission 
in 1985 because they found their rates to be 

far higher than the cost of service.
After several rate cases in 1986, 1987 and 

1988, the commission found that Austin 
Energy was charging about 25 cents on the 
dollar more than what was necessary to 
meet their revenue requirement.

In 1989 the group of industrial compa-
nies, known together as the Federation of 
Austin Industrial Ratepayers, helped lobby 
for the passage of a bill in the Legislature 
that would require Austin Energy’s rates to 
be subject to review for 10 years.

In what Holcomb described as a ‘dou-
ble cross,’ Austin Energy increased their 
rate requirements so they would not seek 
another rate change 
until 1994.

Now, Austin Energy 
said it intends to reset 
its rates in early 2012. 
Rates will increase by 
about 10 to 12 percent, 
Weis said. He said 
there are underlying conditions that Aus-
tin Energy’s rates remain in the lower 50 
percent of state rates and that rates can-
not increase by more than 2 percent each 
subsequent year.

Weis said that from 1994 to 2009, utility 
bills have increased by about 27.9 percent, 
due to the increase of fuel costs.

A redesign of rates has been long over-
due, Weis said, and by maintaining a cer-
tain standard with the rates, Austin Energy 
will be able to keep prices competitive as 
resources become more expensive.

Change for the future
Changing how Austin Energy generates 

electricity will be pivotal to ensuring low 
rates over the long term and as little envi-
ronmental impact as possible, Weis said.

City Council set a goal for Austin Energy 
that by 2020, the city will have 800 mega-
watts of energy-efficiency programs and that 
35 percent of electric generation will come 
from renewable energy sources. The city is 
expected to meet the goal of 200 megawatts 
of solar power generation and 1,000 mega-
watts of wind generation. Carbon emissions 
are set to be reduced by 20 percent of the 
2005 based carbon emissions.

“If we just look at 
costs as they stand 
today, there is real value 
on relying on natural 
gas and coal,” Austin 
City Councilman Chris 
Riley said. “But as we 
look over the long term, 

what we see is the costs associated with fos-
sil fuels are likely to be increasing. If we shift 
toward renewable energies, while we might 
have significant costs in the short term, the 
costs are declining.”

Although investments in renewable 
energy may be expensive in the short term, 
Angelou said it in no way affects the com-
petitive nature of utilties and that through 
technological advancements renewable 
energy will meet or exceed the affordability 
of fossil-fuel electric generation.

Angelou said that for every $300 million 

dollars spent by investor-owned utilities 
on energy-efficiency programs in Texas, 
the economic impact of the spending is 
roughly $1.5 billion to the state’s economy 
over a 10-year timeframe. The impact of 
savings, by not spending on fossil fuel gen-
eration, is an additional $1.5 billion.

“Renewable energy is a choice we have to 
make as a community,” Angelou said. “We 
cannot look on the return on investment 
over a short period of time. We have to look 
at the payback over a 25-year timeframe. 
Efficiency needs to be a criteria by which 
we judge the performance of our utility.”

The City Council is the board of direc-
tors of Austin Energy, which is different 
from most other utilities nationwide that 
have a separate governing board typically 
appointed by the city council, such as in 
San Antonio. As the board, City Council 
has final authority over rate increases.

Riley said the Electric Utility Commis-
sion has suggested switching the governing 
structure of Austin Energy to an outside 
entity that may be composed of utility-ori-
ented professionals. Riley said he has been 
in talks with interested parties and it is still 
an open topic of discussion.

On April 27, Weis will go before the city 
to give Austin Energy’s annual report. In this 
presentation Weis will discuss the rate rede-
sign that will soon approach within a year.

“We have a very good opportunity to 
come out of this in such a fashion that it will 
really help us down the road,” Weis said.

Energy
Continued from | 1

“This bill applies to Austin Energy, 
nobody else. [The Legislature] 
should not single out Austin.”

—Lee Leffingwell
Mayor of Austin

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12379

Revenues 
and 
consumption Fiscal year 2008

Statistics from Austin Energy show energy consumption among different sectors and the total revenue generated from these clients. 
The numbers indicate usage across the several categories as well as their responsibility in Austin Energy’s total revenue.

Fiscal year 2009
Revenue Consumption (kWh) Cents/kWh

Residential $416,808,367 4,220,597,712 9.88

Commercial $408,807,777 4,534,984,580 9.01

Industrial $138,901,263 2,233,484,418 6.22

Street/highway $8,403,170 47,689,860 17.62

Other $86,069,135 1,147,483,264 7.50

Total $1,058,989,712 12,184,239,834 N/A

Revenue Consumption (kWh) Cents/kWh

$406,393,178 4,218,600,234 9.63

$402,031,731 4,480,981,315 8.97

$132,791,946 2,218,235,693 5.99

$8,429,966 47,830,865 17.62

$82,750,991 1,137,492,175 7.27

$1,032,397,812 12,103,140,282 N/A

Source: Austin Energy
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Strait Music Company
‘Customers become friends’ at family store

S ince 1963, Strait Music Company 
has held a reputation in Austin as a 
family-run business where cus-

tomers become friends. Now in its third 
generation of family ownership, the music 
shop is one of the only full-line music 
stores in the city.

Dan Strait, a Houston-area piano sales-
man, moved his family to Austin in 1963 to 
open a Baldwin piano franchise to support 
his growing family. His store, Strait Piano 
and Organ, was the birthplace of the motto 
“where customers become friends.” After 
four successful years selling pianos, Dan 
Strait expanded his store to offer a variety 
of instruments, as well as provide repairs.   

“One thing that is different with us is we 
have a total selection of instruments and we 
do in-house repairs,” said Robert Strait, the 
current owner of the store and one of Dan’s 
sons. “We can fix anything we sell—pianos, 
guitars, amps—and we fix it in-store.”

Strait Music, which has two locations 
in North and South Austin, has had a 
rocky history alongside its success, with 
two major floods in its past that nearly 
destroyed the entire inventory and caused 
two relocations. But thanks to great 

BUSINESS

By Kate Hull

Owner Robert Strait and his son Clint are part of three generations of the Strait Music Company family.
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Strait Music Company
13945 N. Hwy. 183
918-3743
www.straitmusic.com
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relationships with customers over the years, 
the shop bounced back each time. 

After both incidents, customers helped 
clear out instruments that were not 
ruined by the water damage and helped 
the Strait family move the store to a new 
location out of the floodplain.

Dan Strait retired in the early 1990s 
and left the store in the ownership of 
his son Robert. Robert Strait, son Clint 
and brother David all work at the South 
Austin location on Ben White Boulevard, 
where it has been for more than a decade.

The family opened the north location 
about 12 years ago.

“We heard the intersection of 183 and 
620 was going to be the epicenter of retail 
growth in Austin,” Robert Strait said.

He said the north location gives resi-
dents in Round Rock and Leander access 
to their merchandise.

Despite the growing number of musi-
cians who buy and sell instruments online, 
Strait Music is keeping up with the times 
by starting to add an online component. 

“People still want to come in, play 
instruments and feel it,” Robert Strait said. 
“They want to come into brick-and-mortar 

stores and try something out first.” 
Robert, Clint and David said one of the 

best parts about working at the family-run 
store is the relationships built between the 
customers and the employees.

“There is an interesting relationship 
between a musician and the place where 
he gets his instruments because it is such 
a personal thing,” Clint Strait said. “You 
have to grow the relationships and grow to 
trust somebody.” 

Strait Music has a clientele list featur-
ing Austin notables and celebrities such as 
Dennis Quaid and Jerry Jeff Walker, who 
regularly stop by for their music needs. 

The store sells all types of products 
from guitar strings to orchestra equip-
ment, and provides extensive instrument 
repair. Robert Strait and his team can not 
only rebuild a piano from scratch in their 
repair room, but they can also personally 
deliver it to the customer and make trips 
all over Central Texas. 

183
45

www.daipsychiatry.com

Are you ready to

Office Hours Monday–Friday 9AM-5PM, Saturday appointments available, please call office

move 
forward?

Stephen Dai, M.D.  |  Adult Psychiatrist

(512) 346-5796
4810 B Spicewood Springs Rd. | Austin, TX 78759

Specializing in treating 
individuals with depression, 

anxiety, bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, substance 
use, and eating disorders.

REMEMBER
Join us for the Lord’s Supper 
at our Good Friday Service.
FRIDAY AT 7PM
April 22nd

REJOICE
Celebrate the resurrection 
at our Easter service on
SUNDAY AT 10AM
April 24th

www.HillcrestAustin.org   •  3838 Steck Avenue  •  78759  •  512-345-3771
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Bicycle Sport Shop
Putting more people on bikes, more often

F or Hill Abell, cycling is a 
sport and a lifestyle—and 
the bike is as much of a 

tool as it is a means of enter-
tainment. Abell, the owner of 
Bicycle Sport Shop, makes it his 
mission to get more people on 
bikes, more often.

Abell and his wife, Laura 
Agnew, have owned Bicycle 
Sport Shop since 1984 when he 
purchased the modest shop on 
Barton Springs Road as a student 
at The University of Texas. See-
ing the opportunity to turn the 
business into his career, Abell left 
business school and focused on 
turning his passion for mountain 
biking into a lucrative company. 

While the store now serves as 
a one-stop shop for all cycling 
needs, it initially began selling 
mountain bikes when they had 
just appeared on the market. 

“I knew people would take to 
the activity of mountain biking 
because I did and had such a 
passion for it,” Abell said. “The 

boom was so intense that for the 
next five years, our business was 
growing as much as 300 percent 
a year.”

Bicycle Sport Shop now carries 
a wide array of items, including 
commuter bikes and racing gear. 

The shop’s original storefront 
was located at 1601 Barton 
Springs Road, now Flipnotics 
Coffeespace. Abell recognized 
the need to grow as a company 
and begin offering other cycling 
options such as road bikes. To 
do this, he had to open a new 
location, which he did at 10947 
Research Blvd.

“At that time, Northwest Aus-
tin was just booming and every-
one was moving from US 183 out 
to Cedar Park and the northwest 
side of town was really growing 
fast,” Abell said. “I thought that 
would be an ideal location for 
our new store.” 

Three stores and 125 employ-
ees later, Abell has expanded his 
store into one of Austin’s key 

cycling centers. He also advo-
cates around the community for 
better bike lanes, cycling educa-
tion and safety awareness. 

“One of the great things we 
figured out early on is that we 
have to give back to the com-
munity,” Abell said. “We have 
been successful because we sup-
port rides, schools [and] a lot of 
charities, and we think it is really 
important to support those that 
support us.”

Abell and his team continue to 
advocate for safe cycling habits 
and ensuring each person who 
purchases a bike is comfortable. 

“We learned a long time ago 
that if people are not comfortable 
on their bike, they are not going 
to use it,” he said. “And that does 
not serve us and it does not serve 
the great Austin community.”

Abell hopes to help cycling 
become a safer and more accepted 
means of transportation as well 
as recreation by making his shop 
welcoming and approachable.

The shop offers bicycles for 
rent, including cruiser, tandem 

and mountain bikes.  

 Service Manager James Mullins repairs the 
drivetrain of a mountain bike.

 Hill Abell has run his bike shop since 1984. 

Bicycle Sport Shop
10947 Research Blvd.
345-7460
www.bicyclesportshop.com
Twitter: @BSS_Austin

BUSINESS

By Kate Hull
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Early Voting Schedule (Horario de la Votación Adelantada)

Joint General And Special Elections: May 14, 2011

Main Location (Localidad Central): 

Williamson County Inner Loop Annex, 
301 SE Inner Loop, Georgetown  
(Anexo del Condado de Williamson 
en Inner Loop, 301 SE Inner Loop, 
Georgetown)

Branch Locations (Otras localidades):  

Sun City Social Center, 2 Texas Dr., 
Georgetown (Centro Social de Sun City, 
2 Texas Drive, Georgetown)

Georgetown ISD Administration Bldg, 
603 Lakeway Dr., Georgetown 
(Edi  cio Admin. Del Distrito Escolar 
Independiente de Georgetown, 603 
Lakeway Dr. Georgetown)
 
McConico Building, 301 W. Bagdad St., 
Round Rock (Edi  cio McConico, 301 W. 
Bagdad St., Round Rock)

Round Rock Randalls, 2051 Gattis 
School Rd, Round Rock
(Randalls de Round Rock, 2051 Gattis 
School Rd., Round Rock)

Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery 
Blvd., Cedar Park 
(Biblioteca Pública de Cedar Park, 550 
Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park)
 
Taylor City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor
(Sala de la Ciudad de Taylor, 400 Porter 
St., Taylor)

Weir Fire Hall, 450 FM 1105, Weir
(Sala de los Bomberos de Weir, 450 FM 1105, 
Weir) • Mon. May 2 (Lunes 2 de mayo)

Jarrell Memorial Park (Community Bldg.), 1651 
CR 305, Jarrell (Memorial Park de Jarrell, Edi  -
cio de la Comunidad 1651 CR 305, Jarrell) 
Mon. May 2 (Lunes 2 de mayo)

Thrall VFD, 201 S. Main St., Thrall
(Voluntarios del Departamento de Bomberos de 
Thrall 201 S. Main St., Thrall) 
Mon. May 2 (Lunes 2 de mayo)
Tues. May 3 (Martes 3 de mayo)
  
Pat Bryson Municipal Hall, 201 N. Brushy St., 
Leander (Sala Municipal Pat Bryson, 201 N. 
Brushy St., Leander)
Mon. May 2 (Lunes 2 de mayo)
Tues. May 3 (Martes 3 de mayo)
Wed. May 4 (Miércoles 4 de mayo)
Thurs. May 5 (Jueves 5 de mayo)

J.B. and Hallie Jester Annex, 1801 E. Old 
Settlers Blvd., Round Rock (Anexo J.B. y Hallie 
Jester, 1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd., Round Rock) 
Mon. May 2 (Lunes 2 de mayo)

Tues. May 3 (Martes 3 de mayo)
Wed. May 4 (Miércoles 4 de mayo)
Thurs. May 5 (Jueves 5 de mayo)

Granger City Hall, 214 E. Davilla St., Granger 
(Sala de la Ciudad de Granger, 214 E. Davilla 
St., Granger) • Tues. May 3 (Martes 3 de mayo)
   
Florence VFD, 301 S. Patterson Ave., Florence 
(Voluntarios del Departamento de Bomberos de 
Florence, 301 S. Patterson Ave., Florence)
Tues. May 3 (Martes 3 de mayo)

Hutto City Hall, 401 W. Front St., Hutto (Sala de 
la Ciudad de Hutto, 401 W. Front St., Hutto)
Wed. May 4 (Miércoles 4 de mayo)
Thurs. May 5 (Jueves 5 de mayo)
Fri. May 6 (Viernes 6 de mayo)
Sat. May 7 (Sábado 7 de mayo)
   
Liberty Hill City Council Chambers, 2801 RR 
1869, Liberty Hill (Cámara del Concejo de la 
Ciudad de Liberty Hill, 2801 RR 1869, Liberty 
Hill) • Wed. May 4 (Miércoles 4 de mayo)
Thurs. May 5 (Jueves 5 de mayo)

Cedar Park Randalls, 1400 Cypress Creek Rd., 
Cedar Park (Randalls de Cedar Park, 1400 

Cypress Creek Rd., Cedar Park) 
Fri. May 6 (Viernes 6 de mayo)
Sat. May 7 (Sábado 7 de mayo)
Mon. May 9 (Lunes 9 de mayo)
Tues. May 10 (Martes 10 de mayo) 
  
Brushy Creek Community Center, 16318 Great 
Oaks Dr., Round Rock (Centro Comunitario de 
Brushy Creek, 16318 Great Oaks Dr., Round 
Rock) •  Fri. May 6 (Viernes 6 de mayo)
Sat. May 7 (Sábado 7 de mayo)
Mon. May 9 (Lunes 9 de mayo)
Tues. May 10 (Martes 10 de mayo) 

Clairmont Retirement Community, 12463 
Los Indios Tr., Austin (Comunidad de Retiro 
Clairmont, 12463 Los Indios Tr., Austin)
Fri. May 6 (Viernes 6 de mayo)
Sat. May 7 (Sábado 7 de mayo)
Mon. May 9 (Lunes 9 de mayo)
Tues. May 10 (Martes 10 de mayo)

Thrall VFD, 201 S. Main St., Thrall  
(Voluntarios del Departamento de Bomberos 
de Thrall 201 S. Main St., Thrall)
Mon. May 9 (Lunes 9 de mayo)
Tues. May 10 (Martes 10 de mayo)

Elecciones Generales y Especiales Conjuntas: 14 de Mayo Del 2011

Full Time Locations  (Localidades de tiempo completo)
Dates And Times For Full-Time Locations:

(Fechas y Horarios para Localidades de Tiempo Completo)
Monday, May 2 through Saturday, May 7: 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

(Del Lunes 2 de mayo al Sábado 7 de mayo: 8:00 am – 6:00 pm)
NO Sunday voting (Domingo NO habrá votación)
Monday, May 9 and Tuesday, May 10: 7:00 am to 7:00 pm

(Lunes 9 y Martes 10 de mayo: 7:00 am – 7:00 pm)

Mobile Locations (Localidades Móviles)
Hours for Voting (Horario para votar): 
Monday, May 2—Saturday, May 7: 10:00 am – 6:00 pm (Del Lunes 2 de mayo al Sábado 7 de mayo 10:00 am – 6:00 pm)
NO Sunday voting (Domingo NO habrá votación)
Monday, May 9 and Tuesday, May 10: 7:00 am to 7:00 pm (Lunes 9  y Martes 10 de mayo 7:00 am – 7:00 pm)



22 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2008 Saab 9-3 
Aero Sedan
$18,825
4 door Sedan, 2.8L V-6 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 18,770 
miles. Stock Number: Y8157A. Vin: 
YS3FH41U181122036. Model Code: FCH69

2008 Porsche 
Cayenne SUV

$41,500

2010 Subaru 
Legacy 2.5i 
Limited Sedan
$24,150
2.5L H-4 cyl, Variable transmission, 
8,023 miles. Stock Number: ZP4441. 
Vin: 4S3BMBJ65A3227440. Model 
Code: AAF

4 door SUV, 3.6L V-6 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 26,398 
miles. Stock Number: PP4274. 
Vin: WP1AA29P28LA16478. 
Model Code: 9PAAG1
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DINING

Noble Pig
Co-owner says restaurant is an ‘ode to pork’ 

J ohn Bates has a fascination with 
pigs. His affection for swine and the 
pork they produce is hard to miss. 

His restaurant’s name, Noble Pig, and the 
namesake sandwich are an homage to his 
favorite animal.

Bates said his affection comes from the 
taste and economy of pork. 

“The Noble Pig is our ode to pork,” Bates 
said. “It is by far my most favorite thing 
in the world to cook. I’ve always thought 
it was the best to cook because you can do 
something with every part of it.” 

Bates said he learned his love of meats 
from watching his father hunt animals and 
grill meats in South Texas. The reverence 
for the quarry that followed a good hunt 
taught Bates to respect the animal, he said. 

The Noble Pig sandwich ($8) features 
pulled pork, along with bacon, spicy ham 
and a slice of provolone cheese.

Bates and co-owner Brandon Martinez 
opened Noble Pig in September 2010. The 
mission, Bates said, was to turn the tired 
and trite sandwich on its head and back to 
its roots as delicatessen art. 

“[Delis] don’t do a lot of new stuff,” he 
said. “They don’t offer a fresh approach to 
building a sandwich.”

Bates sought to accomplish the mission 
by using his scratch cooking and flavor 
profile experience from years of working at 
upscale Austin restaurants Wink and Asti 
to prepare all products in-house and create 
flavors that cannot be replicated. 

The dedication to scratch cooking means 
that Bates often starts his day at 4:30 a.m. 

in preparation for breakfast and lunch 
menus. He ends his day soon after the 
restaurant closes at 3 p.m.  

“These are almost 100 percent scratch 
sandwiches,” Bates said. “We make the 
bread, cure all the meat, grind all the sau-
sages. The condiments are made in-house.” 

Lead line cook Angela Lunardi said the 
freedom to explore new sandwich concepts 
gives the team a chance to exercise creative 
control over the product and to collabo-
rate. The result is a menu that adapts as the 
team fine-tunes new concepts. 

The sandwiches produce complex 
flavors, but from a minimalist approach, 
Bates said. The core remains the bread, 
meat, cheese and condiments. 

The menu is simple: It features a handful 
of sandwiches and sides. The sides include 
a savory, tender pork and red beans, and a 
spicy mustard-seed potato salad. 

The minimalist influence flows beyond 
the food and into the decor. The interior 
features wooden chairs and benches, a 
glass deli case and black-and-white photos 
of Bates’ family and food scenes.

Much like each sandwich ingredient 
choice, the restaurant location, tucked 
away in a retail strip on RM 620, was also 
deliberate. Bates said the surrounding areas 
of Northwest Austin and Cedar Park are 
hungry for and underserved for the quality 
of restaurants found in Central Austin. 

“We’re filling a gap that nobody else has 
addressed,” he said. “How do you stand 
out in the crowded restaurant market like 
Austin? You have to step it up.”  

By Victor O’Brien

The Noble Pig sandwich ($8) packs a pile of pulled 
pork, bacon, spicy ham and a slice of provolone 
cheese.

One of Noble Pig’s custom sandwiches, the Thai 
chicken ($7) is a double-stacked chicken sandwich 
dressed with a jalapeño cabbage slaw and cilantro. 

Noble Pig co-owner John Bates prepares and serves hand-crafted, made-from-scratch sandwiches at 
the Northwest Austin restaurant that opened in September 2010. 

Customer Comments
“I like how unassuming it is. I love hole in the 
walls. The food is phenomenal. My girlfriend 
gets mad when I don’t take her here.”  
—Joshua Saux, Austin

“I like the food. It tastes good. It’s creative. 
Everything is done in-house. The people 
that work here are really friendly. They 
seem committed to what they are doing.” 
—Robert Gregg, Round Rock

“I like the presentation and what I like about 
it is that it’s less than perfect. Less than 
perfect to me means something like fun. It 
tastes terrific.”  
—Bob Friedman, Steiner Ranch

Angela Lunardi’s Favorites
1.   Italian Sausage ($7)

Italian sausage, herbs, red onions, 
provolone cheese and tomatoes

2. Deviled egg ($7)
A deviled egg sandwich with romaine 
lettuce and red onion garlic mayonnaise

3. Duck pastrami ($8)
A smoked duck pastrami sandwich  
with Russian dressing and rye pickles

4. Pork and red beans ($2)
A cup of red beans with pork inside

5.  Fried egg, potato and cheddar  
sandwich ($4)
A sandwich topped with fried egg, 
potatoes, cheddar cheese and made-in-
house picante sauce, by request

Noble Pig
11815 RM 620 N., Ste. 4
Austin
382-6248
www.noblepigaustin.com
Mon.–Thu. 6 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Fri.–Sun. 6 a.m.–5 p.m. 
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National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, discusses on March 15 how 
Twitter has been instrumental in business and social and political communication.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Andy Carvin
NPR’s social media strategist discusses Twitter, revolution
Compiled by Kate Hull

Editor’s note: Coffee With Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, is the former 
director of the Digital Divide Network and has written extensively on education and 
technology for PBS.org. Carvin has more than 30,000 Twitter followers and spends about 
16 hours daily tweeting and communicating with a vast list of key individuals who are 
directly involved with many of the international stories he has helped break to the public 
before the national media began coverage. 

In March, Carvin discussed how using Twitter as a reporting tool to cultivate sources 
and develop connections has been a necessary platform for covering revolutions in Tuni-
sia, Egypt, Libya and Bahrain.

How have communications such as Twitter 
played a role in the ... revolutions? 

Before Egypt happened, there was 
Tunisia. There had not been protests like 
that in Tunisia for 25 years because the 
government is so restrictive on freedom of 
assembly, and video was quickly posted on 
Youtube and Facebook. This is a country 
of 11 million people. About 35 percent are 
online. Two million of those 11 million are 
active on Facebook. It didn’t take long for 
videos to start making [their] way around.

Now I do not consider this a social 
media revolution. I think it is totally unfair 
to say that, even though it is clear that 
social media was used for so many things. 

How did you build these relationships with 
the people who follow you on Twitter? 

By building relationships—it is as simple 
as that. I always use Twitter as a conversa-
tion and not as a publishing mechanism. If 
I see someone on Twitter say ‘good morn-
ing’ I write back and say, ‘Good morning. 
What are you up to today?’ I have really 
worked hard to expand my Twitter base 
with people that have certain areas of 
expertise.

I have done a lot of work in online disas-
ter response and I have a lot of friends in 
crisis response. I also have a lot of human 
rights workers, reporters and news junkies 
following me that all help out ... .

How have you developed a means to verify 
information through ... Twitter? 

There is no reason for me to pretend that 
I know everything on a given topic because 
I think it is an absolute fact that my com-
munity knows a lot more about these 
subjects than I ever will. Give me a topic, 
and I will find people who know more and 
get them to share it with me. 

The economics of social media—not in 
the money sense but in terms of the trans-
actional relationships—it is all about the 
currency in generosity and reciprocity in 
the best sense of the word. I’ll help you and 
you can help me and in the long run, it will 
be good for all of us. 

What advice would you give local 
businesses and news organizations on 
how to engage their audience?

The advice I give to local NPR and PBS 
stations is to get yourself on Twitter and 
see whom you already know there. Ask 
publicly, ‘Who are the best Twitter folks 
in town and why are you following them?’ 
Also, ‘Which local businesses are using it?’ 
It is amazing at how many companies are 
seeing this as their way to reinvent the rela-
tionships they have with their public. And 
I use that over consumer because these 
people don’t just consume anymore. 
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Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Advanced Facial Surgery and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Family of Hospitals and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12368
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NONPROFIT

By Samantha Bryant and Blake Rasmussen

Vivace Youth Orchestra
Student symphony holding auditions this spring

Bearing the name of an Italian musical term that 
means quick, nimble, fast and lively, the Vivace 
Youth Orchestra will conduct auditions in 

Georgetown, Round Rock and Temple in May.
The orchestra, a project of the Georgetown Sym-

phony Society, will look for 90 to 100 students in 
grades eight through 12 in the 2011–12 school year.

“Students need to have another avenue, another 
opportunity, to perform and to be expressive and 
experience more about music than they can just 
in their school classroom,” said JD Janda, direc-
tor of youth programs and a board member of the 
Georgetown Symphony Society. 

When Janda came to Georgetown ISD in May 
2009 to serve as the director of fine arts, he said 
he noticed young musicians in North Austin, 
Georgetown, Pflugerville, Leander, Cedar Park, 
Round Rock and Temple lacked a convenient way 
to perform in a full orchestra.

When Janda talked to band and orchestra 
directors in the community, he found enthusiasm 
for the creation of a youth orchestra. People in 
the area had already identified the need, as the 
Austin Youth Orchestra meets in South Austin 
for rehearsals on school nights and neighboring 
districts do not offer similar options.

“It was a natural match: [With] the people that 
really wanted to accomplish this, plus GSS eager to 

help it grow wings and me wanting to be able to do 
it, it’s just taken off like crazy,” Janda said.

Charles Aguillion, president of the Georgetown 
Symphony Society, said they chose the name 
Vivace Youth Orchestra because they did not want 
to limit the program to a specific city or county.

“We wanted to have something that had a little bit 
broader appeal to people from all areas that wanted 
to travel here,” he said. “We felt there might be a need 
for a community-based organization to serve those 
kids and give them performance opportunities.”

Janda, who has worked with youth orchestras in 
the Houston area, will conduct the orchestra dur-
ing its first season. There will also be guest instruc-
tors and conductors. 

Rehearsals will be held on Sunday afternoons in 
Georgetown beginning Aug. 21. The first concert is 
scheduled for Sept. 25 at Southwestern University’s 
Alma Thomas Theater. 

Tuition cost has yet to be determined, but Janda 
said it will be similar to the Austin Youth Orches-
tra’s fee of $100 per semester or $200 per year.

Auditions are open to all high school students and 
home-school students. Auditions are 2 to 6 p.m.  
May 8 at Georgetown High School, 2211 N. Aus-
tin Ave., and 2 to 6 p.m. May 22 at Stony Point 
High School, 1801 Tiger Trail, Round Rock. Call 
864-9591 for more information.

JD Janda, director of youth programs for the Georgetown Symphony Society, will 
conduct the new Vivace Youth Orchestra during its first season, along with guest 
instructors.
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With 14 orchestra instructors and 
about 1,400 students in string 
programs alone, the Round Rock 
Orchestra program is one of the 
strongest in the region.

Students start their music 
education early. Every elementary 
student takes a fine arts course, 
and orchestra instruction begins 
as early as sixth grade. Jim Van 
Zandt, director of fine arts for 
the district, said 91 percent of 

Orchestra in Round Rock ISD

secondary education students also 
take fine arts.

The result has been sustained 
success for the orchestra programs.  
Van Zandt said the Texas Music 
Educators Association Region 26 
All-Regional Orchestra is made up 
largely of RRISD students, and that 
10–15 string and wind students earn 
placement on the Texas All-State 
Orchestra most years.
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S. Bell 
Blvd.
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Lakeline 
Blvd.

Little Elm Trail

Lakeline Oaks Dr.

Old Mill Rd.

1905 S. Lakeline B lvd.
Lakeline Oaks

Cypress 
Creek Rd.

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

Experience the Best in Friends, Food & Fun! 
Lakeline Oaks o� ers Freedom Dining, and a variety of 
fun and creative activities in a friendly luxurious resort-
style community. Come live with us and experience the 
freedom to enjoy life!

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd 
luxury, excitement, independence, security, and conve-
nience all in a place that you can call home, look no further 
than Provident Crossings. 

1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank 
 • 150 Seat Theatre

 • No entrance fee & no lease!
 • Fine dining
 • 150 Seat Theatre
 • Weekly housekeeping

 •  Delicious Meals, with
Extended Dining hours 

 • Fitness Center
 •  All utilites, 

local phone and internet

(512) 331-4100 

(512) 671-7771

NOW OPEN!

35

45
TOLL

Gattis School Rd.

S. AW Grimes Blvd.

And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most innocent 
faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people nourished by our Capital 
Area Food Bank is a child. And the need for food assistance among our 
neighbors has increased more than 60% in the past four years. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can solve 
hunger. With your help.

Advocate. Donate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

F I G H T
PROSTATE 
C A N C E R
Texas Oncology played a pivotal role in testing 24 of the last 30 new cancer  

drugs approved by the FDA. With world-class cancer care and research in your 

community, you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com 

HOw TExANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle 

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CeLebRATING
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  In 1852, Merrell 
set aside five acres of 
land for the use of a 
church or cemetery.  
As the town has 
evolved and changed, 
the cemetery has 
remained intact.

Capt. Nelson Merrell, one 
of the pioneering citizens in 

the area, was a leader of the 
Texas Rangers. His home 
was built in 1870–71. 

Merrilltown Cemetery
14901 Burnet Road
www.cwcaustin.org/merrilltown-cemetery
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HISTORY

By Phyllis Gasper

Merrilltown Cemetery
Generations-old site earns state recognition

F ew people give much thought to cemeteries 
as they drive through any town. However, the 
Texas Historical Commission works hard to 

preserve these sites. Cemeteries can provide critical 
information about people’s backgrounds and clues 
to how areas were settled. Merrilltown Cemetery, 
located at 14901 Burnet Road north of Howard 
Lane, recently received an official Historic Cem-
etery marker from the Texas Historical Commis-
sion. On April 9, a dedication ceremony was held by 
Calvary Worship Center to recognize the achieve-
ment. Calvary Worship Center has been custodian 
of the cemetery and responsible for its upkeep and 
maintenance.

“We’re all really proud that the Calvary Worship 
Center has taken ownership of the cemetery,” said 
Laurie Bloomquist, an activist who nominated the 
cemetery for historic status and raised funds for the 
historical marker.

The cemetery was named for Nelson Merrell, who 
was born in 1810 in Connecticut. In 1837, Mer-
rell was elected captain of the Texas Rangers and 
charged with protecting Austin, the new capital of 
the Republic of Texas. 

What started out as a small community eventu-
ally boasted a stagecoach stop, cotton gin, general 
store, district school and United States post office. 
By 1859, Merrilltown was one of the principal towns 

in Travis County. As the town continued to grow, 
Merrilltown reached a population of 35 in the 1880s. 
The mid-1890s saw an increase to 100 residents. 

Over the years, Merrilltown underwent continued 
change and transformation. In 1902, the post office 
closed. Mail was instead routed to Round Rock in 
Williamson County. In 1949, the school territory 
was consolidated with the Round Rock Independent 
School District. Even the town name has evolved. 
Experts believe the spelling change from Merrell-
town to Merrilltown was likely due to a simple error.

After the death of his daughter in 1852, Merrell 
set aside five acres of land to be used indefinitely as 
a church or cemetery. The Texas Attorney General’s 
office oversees the deed of trust, and the land can 
only be sold to another church. 

Eight Confederate soldiers, a Travis County 
Commissioner from the Civil War and several Texas 
Rangers are buried at the Merrilltown Cemetery. 
This year, Calvary Worship Center installed a new 
entrance with pillars to the site. 

Many supporters hope the cemetery remains a 
respected part of Austin history. The official histori-
cal marker assists in this goal by raising awareness 
and interest in the Merrilltown area. To many, the 
cemetery is a key link to our past and heritage. 

“I don’t want it forgotten. Just don’t forget it,” 
Bloomquist said.
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Has Your Front Door
Worn Out Its Welcome?

Stained, Sealed & Installed
Call for details. Ends May 31th, 2011.

Select designs apply, jambs and hardware 
additional, while supplies last.

The Front Door Company 
Specializes in:
• Rustic Doors
• French Doors
• Leaded/Beveled 
Glass Doors

• Wrought Iron Doors
• Custom Glass Shop
• Staining & Sealing

Visit our showroom
5209 NORTH LAMAR
512.459.9034

www.thefrontdoorco.com FREE ESTIMATES

BEFORE

• CUSTOM DOORS & GLASS
• IRON DOORS
• ON-SITE GLASS REPAIRS
• ON-SITE REFINISHING

AFTER
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Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Now Open
Central Austin TAS  
Specialty Pharmacy opened 
in March at 3016 Guadalupe 
St. across from Wheatsville 
Co-op. The 2,500-square-foot 
facility provides specialized 
pharmacy services in oncology, 
ophthalmology, compounding, 
fertility and women’s health. 
www.tas-ip.com

Cedar Park With a menu 
that features Italian frozen  
yogurt, gelato and ice cream, 
Fruttie’s Frozen Treatery 
opened in March at 1540 
Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 101. 
The shop is open Mon.–Sun. 
noon–9 p.m. 258-1091

Georgetown Featuring 
four log cabins adjacent to the 
Angel Springs Event Center, 
The Cabins at Angel Springs 
opened in April at 1550 CR 267. 
Each cabin sleeps four people. 
Anthony and Norma Beissner 
have owned the event center for 
seven years. 535-6584,  
www.cabinsatangelsprings.com

Coming Soon
Pflugerville The nine-screen 
Cinemark Theatre is set to 
open April 29 in Stone Hill 
Town Center at 18820 Hill-
top Commercial Drive. Each 
auditorium in the theater will 
feature wall-to-wall and floor-
to-ceiling screens and stadium 
seating. www.cinemark.com

Relocations
Central Austin Violins Etc., 
one of Austin’s oldest violin 
retailers, relocated to 6013 
Burnet Road in March. The 
store was previously located at 
8620 Burnet Road. It special-
izes in the bowed string family 
of instruments, including cel-
los, upright basses and violas.  
452-5617, www.violinsetc.com

Cedar Park The Studio 
moved in March from Discov-
ery Business Park, 715 Discov-
ery Blvd., Ste. 120, to Ste. 501 in 
the same business park. Direc-
tor Joseph Fiacco founded 
the art co-op, which offers art 
classes in drawing, painting, 
sculpture and animation for 
ages 4 and up.  Free introduc-
tory classes are offered for new 
students. www.fiaccoart.com

Central Austin For site 
director Judith Sims, a 37-year 
employee of the Austin Museum 
of Art, there is no art organiza-
tion that offers what AMOA can 
to the Austin community.

“I think, with AMOA having 
[Laguna Gloria], an art school, 
a historic site and such a beau-
tiful, natural site with outdoor 
sculptures, that is something 
no one else has,” Sims said.

It is partially for that reason 
that AMOA announced in 
February it would close its 
downtown Austin location, at 
823 Congress Ave., to reorga-
nize and refocus its efforts at 
Laguna Gloria. But while that 
space will close, AMOA will 
continue to search for a new 
location in Central Austin that 
will serve as an urban counter-
part to Laguna Gloria in West 
Austin.

The museum’s lease on its 
downtown space is set to expire 
Oct. 31. But, according to Lynn 
Sherman, president of AMOA’s 
board of trustees, having one 
less AMOA location is only a 
temporary issue. 

“We are in the process of 
looking at other space in the 
Central Austin area to curate 

1890 Ranch sees growth, some struggles 
for long-standing tenants

2011: A year of change at AMOA

Cedar Park Although 1890 
Ranch Shopping Center is 
steadily approaching build-out 
and attracting new businesses, 
some long-standing tenants are 
struggling with the soft economy 
and visibility issues.

While continued growth helps 
diversify options for customers 
at 1890 Ranch, some businesses, 
especially in the back portion 
of the shopping center, attribute 
the growth, poor foot traffic and 
road construction to a decline in 
their business.

Construction has continued 
over the past year at 1890 Ranch, 
with at least 10 businesses open-
ing or in the works, said Charlie 
Northington, principal of retail 
development for Endeavor Real 
Estate Group.

“It’s been steady growth. 
I think it’s because we have 
a well-established destina-
tion shopping center there,” 
Northington said. “It’s a family-
friendly place to come. It’s got a 
little bit of everything.”

With the final building of the 

retail portion under construc-
tion, the last piece of the retail 
puzzle for 1890 Ranch is near-
ing completion. The remaining 
two buildings of the proj-
ect—buildings O and P—will 
help complete the office space 
element of the shopping center, 
Northington said.

As the only major retail center 
in Cedar Park, 1890 Ranch owes 
much of its success to the need 
in Cedar Park, said Phil Brewer, 
the city’s economic development 
director.

“It’s fulfilling a lot of the 
demands of our local citizens 
because they didn’t have some-
thing like this,” Brewer said. 
“It’s a closer, more convenient 
location for customers to do one-
stop shopping.”

As businesses were trying 
to get started at 1890 Ranch, 
the economy began to decline 
nationwide. While growth con-
tinued, the recession took its toll 
on some businesses.

out of,” Sherman said. “We are 
looking at a bigger area—not 
just downtown—that would go 
farther down South Congress, 
east of I-35. Probably the farthest 
north we would go is MLK.” 

The idea of growing, while 
reshaping the museum’s focus, 
is something that has sparked 
excitement among museum 
stakeholders.

“There are people who are 
very excited about the idea,” 
Sims said. “Because of the beauty 
of this spot, part of the reason 
we wanted to move downtown 
was because we didn’t want to 
overbuild out here. There are a 
lot of limitations with how much 
you can build out here. And we 
wanted to be in a the central 
business district where a lot of 
the museums are.” 

Top Stories

Austin Owners Emmett and 
Lisa Fox credit the success of 
their neighborhood restaurant, 
Asti Trattoria, to a triple threat 
of sorts: traditional Italian 
cuisine, affordable prices and a 
friendly atmosphere. 

The couple moved to Austin 
in 1992, and after a few years of 
working in the local restaurant 
industry, decided to venture out 
on their own. Although they 
initially considered specializing 
in Mediterranean food, they 
later decided on Italian because 
of their Italian heritage and love 
of the cuisine. 

“Italian food is the second-
most eaten ethnic food in the 
world, only second to Chinese 
food,” Emmett said. “Everybody 
knows good pasta and pizza. 

Asti Trattoria 
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Dining

It is easy and people are really 
comfortable with it.” 

Nestled in the heart of 
Austin’s eclectic Hyde Park 
neighborhood, the family-style 
restaurant adheres to its name—
trattoria—which translates to 
“informal dining restaurant” 
in Italian. The dishes served 
reflect tastes found in all regions 
of Italy, including Piedmont, 
Tuscany and Sardinia.

Tomlinson’s Feed & Pets
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Cedar Park Just as Austin has 
evolved as its population has 
grown, Tomlinson’s Feed & Pets, 
which T.R. Tomlinson opened 
in 1946, has also grown and 
changed.

“Austin changed, and so we 
changed,” owner Scott Click said.

In 1971, the store changed 
hands from Tomlinson to Scott’s 
dad, Liniel Click. Now that Liniel 
is retired, Click, and his wife, 
Renae, manage the business.

Since the 1980s, Tomlinson’s 
has grown from one store to six. 
It has gone from a family opera-
tion to a business employing 
about 40 people.

Tomlinson’s, Scott Click said, 
focuses on high-end pet foods.

Renae Click added 
that because it is an inde-
pendent store, they have 
more control over what 
products are sold. They 
also hire employees who 
are more knowledgeable 
about pet care than a 
chain store might be.

One thing that makes 
the Cedar Park location 

different, Scott Click said, is the 
employees are all very involved 
in pet rescue and they know the 
market personally.

“They’re able to recommend 
new products because they are 
involved,” he said.

Business

Tomlinson’s Feed & Pets
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 235, 
Cedar Park
260-8566 • www.tomlinsons.com
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Full story by Victor O’Brien and Jenn 
Rains at more.impactnews.com/12176

Full story by Jenn Rains and Tiffany 
Young at more.impactnews.com/12167

Full story by Andrea Leptinsky at  
more.impactnews.com/11938

Full story by Kate Hull at  
more.impactnews.com/11926
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43rd St.

Asti Trattoria
408 E. 43rd St.
451-1218 • www.astiaustin.com
Mon.–Thur. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
Sat. 5 p.m.–11 p.m.
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CORRIDOR

Lake Creek Parkway-US 183

Lake Creek Parkway winds through the upper 
reaches of Northwest Austin before meandering into 
neighboring Cedar Park under Toll 45. The road is home 
to numerous dental practices as well as the Lake Creek 
Office Park, where dozens of locally owned businesses, 
services and nonprofits operate.

Businesses

1   Dr. Charles Hensley and staff provide chiropractic, 
acupuncture, massage and nutritional counseling at 
the Hensley Wellness Center in the Lake Creek Office 
Park, 13740 Research Blvd., Ste. U-1. The clinic also 
offers Pilates and personal training sessions. 335-5426, 
www.hensleywellness.com

2   Focusing on helping people maintain their 
health and get into shape, Yancy and Amy Culp own 
sCULPture Nutrition and Fitness. At their nutrition 
office in the Lake Creek Office Park, 13740 Research 
Blvd., Ste. U-4, four dieticians assist clients with health 
needs such as lowering cholesterol or losing weight. 
The Culps also work with athletes of all fitness levels. 
517-7624, www.sculpturetexas.com

3   Allstate agent John Murphy has been serving the 
Northwest Austin area for 15 years, including five years 
at the Lake Creek Office Park, 13740 Research Blvd., 
Ste. A-1. Murphy provides car, home, renters and life 
insurance and caters to new residents. 836-1231,  
www.allstateagencies.com/JohnMurphy

4   David Sahagun opened In the Buns Burger Joint on 
March 29. In the Buns, 13776 N. US 183, Ste. 142, features 
a variety of hot dogs, salads, chicken sandwiches and 
burgers with cheese melted in the patty. Sahagun hired 
South Austin Soul to paint a mural depicting Austin on one 
of the walls in the restaurant. 258-1011

5   For the past three years, the Aspen Lake office 
building at 13785 Research Blvd. has sat empty. On 
March 29, the Crimson Real Estate Fund—controlled 
by Houston-based Patrinely Group—purchased the 

Compiled by Amy Deis

205,000-square-foot building with adjacent parking 
garage. Patrinely hired Aquila Commercial to lease the 
building. www.patrinely.com

6   At Turning Point Integrated Therapy, 13740 
Research Blvd., Ste. O-4, owner Tina Ponce and 
her staff of eight provide speech, occupational and 
physical therapy and audiology services to patients. 
Ponce also has a location in Bastrop and plans to open 
one in Taylor in July. 250-5299,  
www.turningpointspeechtherapy.blogspot.com

Service

7   Jonathan Tarabey has owned Bella Capelli 
Salon for two years. The salon, 10323 Lake Creek 
Parkway, Ste. A-2, has three hair stylists and offers cuts 
and colors as well as eyebrow waxing. Bella Capelli 
specializes in color correction, permanent Japanese 
thermal hair straightening and the latest European 
hairstyles. 219-0673, www.salonbellacapelli.com

8   Locally owned Star Brite Cleaners, 13764 Research 
Blvd., offers dry cleaning for clothing and household 
items, except for rugs, and provides alterations. Clothing 
dropped off at the Lake Creek location is cleaned at the 
Cedar Park store. Star Brite provides same-day service 
until 9 a.m. 258-1802, www.starbritecleanerstexas.com

9   The Randolph Brooks Federal Credit 
Union branch at 10135 Lake Creek Parkway opened 
in April 2010. RBFCU is a member-owned nonprofit 
financial cooperative. It provides checking and savings 
accounts, auto loans and real estate loans to members 
who also have access to financial advisers and 
investment services. 833-3300, www.rbfcu.org

10  Dentist Cynthia Graves operates a practice with 
Ronald Bolen at 10418 Lake Creek Parkway. The two 
of them have a combined 57 years of experience. They 
provide general dentistry plus Invisalign and cosmetic 
dentistry options to more than 1,800 patients. 258-8001, 
www.cynthiagravesdds.com

11   Dentist Don Davis of Lakecreek Family Dental 
Care, 10125 Lake Creek Parkway, provides general family 
dentistry to 2,200 patients. Davis has been a dentist for 27 
years and also offers orthodontics, implants and cosmetic 
dentistry. 331-6677, www.lakecreekdental.com

12   Farrah Agahi has 15 years of experience as an 
orthodontist and operates Smiles by Dr. Farrah at 
10119 Lake Creek Parkway, Ste. 1. She has completed 
research on the use of digital imaging in orthodontics 
and new techniques to relieve TMJ pain. 258-6979,  
www.drfarrah.com

Public

13   The McNeil Station Post Office, 10109 Lake 
Creek Parkway, opened in January 2010. It provides 
mail delivery for about 24,000 customers in the 78717 
and 78729 ZIP codes and has 1,026 post office boxes 
available for rental to customers. The McNeil station 
employs about 40 Postal Service employees. 249-
7307, www.usps.com

14   Westwood High School, 12400 Mellow Meadow 
Drive, is one of five high schools in Round Rock ISD. 
About 2,450 students attend Westwood, which is an 
International Baccalaureate school. Becky Donald is the 
principal. 464-4000, www.roundrockisd.org/westwood

Nonprofit

15   For 25 years, Faith in Action Caregivers has 
assisted senior citizens 60 and older. Volunteers provide 
transportation, home repairs and companionship to 
the elderly. The Northwest Austin chapter is housed 
inside Anderson Mill Baptist Church, 10633 Lake Creek 
Parkway. Its 180 volunteers provide 500 rides per month 
to 350 clients. 250-5021, www.fiacaregivers.org

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area.
The list is not comprehensive.
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These garden homes, located in an established community, 

are now available for individual sale.

• Single level ground fl oor homes

• Surrounded by large oak trees

• Private fenced in backyards
• Davis Elementary, Murchison Middle School, Anderson High

2 Bedroom 
homes starting 

at only $89,500!

Listed by Phil Trietsch, Realtor
512.632.0004

Braker Ln.

Parmer Ln.
Duval Rd.
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REAL ESTATE

Lamplight Village
Austin – 78727

Build-out year: 1983

Builders: Various

No. of homes: 771

Square footage: 993 sq. ft.–2,016 sq. ft.

Home values: $99,900–$155,000

HOA dues (estimated): None

Amenities: None

Nearby attractions: The Domain, Austin 
Community College Northridge campus

Nearby parks: Walnut Creek Park

Property taxes:

City of Austin 0.4571 
Travis County 0.4658 
Pflugerville ISD 1.46 
Austin Community College 0.0951 
Travis County Health Care District 0.0719

Total (per $100 value) _______________ 2.5499

Schools:

Pflugerville ISD
1401 W. Pecan St.
594-0000, www.pflugervilleisd.net

• Parmer Lane Elementary School

• Westview Middle School

• John B. Connally High School

1902 Gentilly Circle $159,999
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,529 sq. ft.
Agent: Colleen Rouhselang, Coldwell Banker
350-3787

12609 Rampart St. $134,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,514 sq. ft.
Agent: Robert Fischer, Keller Williams Realty
791-0229

1910 Mirabeau St. $144,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,258 sq. ft.
Agent: Clay McLaughlin, Moreland Properties
480-0848

12607 Limerick Ave. $131,715
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,257 sq. ft.
Agent: Kathy De La Cruz, RE/MAX Austin
Associates, 470-4877

Data compiled by 
Betsy Gallagher

Coldwell Banker United
431-8265

bgallagher@cbunited.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

10 4 66

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

12 1,068/1,998 $99,900/$155,000

On the market  (As of April 5, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (April 2010–April 2011)
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TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY LIGHTING & CEILING FANS | ENERGY EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS
CUSTOM LIGHTING DESIGNS | LANDSCAPE LIGHTING | CABINET LIGHTING | RECESSED LIGHTING

INSTALLATION SERVICES | TABLE & FLOOR LAMPS | LIGHT BULBS

Residential lighting is rapidly changing like never 
before. Let one of our showroom representatives help 
you fi nd a creative solution for your lighting needs.

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM; SATURDAY 10AM-4PM

Locally owned and operated. TECL 26682

15342 N IH 35, Austin, TX 78728 | (512) 251-0000 | www.LegendAustin.com

Better lighting. Better living.

PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE 

15% OFF ANY ONE LIGHTING FIXTURE!
Some limitations apply.  Not valid for ceiling fans, cabinet, recessed, 

landscape or low voltage lighting systems.  Expires 5/27/2011.  NWA0411

KEVIN D. FITE, M.D.

W W W . A U S T I N M E D I C A L G R O U P . C O M

•  Preventive Care
•  Wellness Checkups
•  Disease Management      
    such as…..
   •  High Cholesterol  
   •  High Blood Pressure     
   •  Diabetes

KEVIN D. FITE, M.D.
FAMILY MEDICINE BOARD CERTIFIED
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 10604 Cranford 4br/3ba $384,900 3,789 Glenn Newton 345-5137 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78726 Canyon Creek 11204 Tanya Trail 4br/3ba $315,000 3,113 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 10764 Yorktown 4br/2ba $285,000 2,604 Gay Puckett 502-7787 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78726 Canyon Creek West 11412 Barbrook Cove 5br/3ba $319,000 3,158 Thomas Cheng 832-298-7133 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Milwood 3902 Hawkshead Drive 4br/3ba $269,000 2,626 Jessica Licona 637-8434 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Preston Oaks 12860 Council Bluff 3br/2ba $225,500 1,772 Karen Huffman 818-8454 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78727 Scofield Farms 1940 Creole Drive 4br/2ba $275,000 2,857 Heather Witte 671-0421 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 2437 Equestrian Trail 3br/2ba $209,700 1,914 Susan Patterson 850-4411 Private Label Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 2016 Maize Bend 3br/2ba $225,000 1,734 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Ridge Condo 1900 Scofield Ridge 2br/2ba $185,000 1,687 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Villas 1310 Parmer Lane 3br/2ba $204,900 1,687 Natasha Baker 786-1799 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Christophers Cove 12501 Sir Christophers Cove 4br/3ba $284,900 2,750 Kent Redding 306-1001 Prudential Texas Realty

78729 Hunters Chase 8501 Cahill Drive 4br/2ba $228,775 2,424 Herbert Adey 750-8430 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78729 Hunters Chase 8528 Foxhound Trail 4br/2ba $234,900 2,385 Helen Chiang 422-5902 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Hunters Chase 12801 Partridge Bend 4br/2ba $230,000 2,454 James Robillard 413-9345 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Lake Creek Park 13500 Hymeadow Circle 3br/2ba $275,791 2,137 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78729 Milwood 12909 Steeple Chase 3br/2ba $156,950 1,398 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 12805 Marimba 3br/2ba $164,000 1,260 William Moreland 799-6218 Property Consultants of Austin

78750 Jester Estate 6730 Jester 4br/3ba $749,000 4,608 Charles Owen 626-3812 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78750 Park At Spicewood Springs 9002 Scotsman Drive 4br/2ba $410,000 3,625 Robert Guest 567-1672 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Park At Spicewood Springs 10605 Tweedsmuir 4br/2ba $349,900 2,416 Thomas Cheng 832-298-7133 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Spicewood At Balcones Village 9604 Vista View 4br/2ba $439,900 2,862 Susan Patterson 850-4411 Private Label Realty

78750 Village At Anderson Mill 10801 Hard Rock 4br/3ba $159,900 1,915 Rocky Breon 577-2678 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78750 Village At Anderson Mill 10500 Salt Block Circle 3br/2ba $149,000 1,463 Robin Curle 633-3011 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78758 Quail Creek 1015 Cripple Creek 3br/2ba $180,000 1,903 Clement Wu 296-4177 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Creek West 10303 Golden Quail Drive 4br/2ba $154,500 1,606 Pat Coleman 691-6904 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78758 Quail Creek West 1502 Colony Creek Drive 4br/2ba $129,900 1,430 John Little 637-8400 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Run Condo 9315 Singing Quail 3br/2ba $123,000 1,324 Cory Elwell 470-3151 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Great Hills 8703 Path 3br/3ba $359,000 2,020 Mike Freeman 694-9769 RE/MAX Capital City III

78759 Great Hills 8426 Antero Drive 3br/3ba $320,000 2,380 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

78759 Mesa Park 5007 Dull Knife Drive 3br/2ba $235,000 1,583 Carla Ramm 250-0550 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Mesa Village Condo 4159 Steck 3br/2ba $143,500 1,340 Kimberly Whitlock 439-6786 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Oak Forest 7311 Danwood Drive 3br/2ba $255,000 1,991 Jessica Licona 637-8434 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Oak Forest 11413 Pradera 5br/3ba $275,000 2,290 Barbara Bittner 431-6027 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Raintree Estates 11808 Rain Forest 3br/2ba $258,390 1,566 Christy Levy 470-3188 Levy Properties, LLC

78759 Sierra Vista 10811 Sierra Oaks 4br/2ba $289,000 1,901 Kim Horther 423-6018 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Summer Wood 3802 Woodbrook Circle 4br/2ba $467,000 3,114 Stephen Lundy 497-0363 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78759 Westover Hills 8801 Silverwood 3br/2ba $465,000 2,163 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

Market Data Northwest Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 25 / 93 days 3 / 76 days 10 / 61 days 76 / 121 days 25 / 79 days

$150,000–$199,999 22 / 84 days 34 / 159 days 33 / 77 days 24 / 69 days 25 / 71 days

$200,000–$999,999 48 / 69 days 21 / 114 days 29 / 83 days 5 / 54 days 38 / 67 days

$300,000–$399,999 - 3 / 24 days 28 / 110 days 3 / 371 days 38 / 89 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 11 / 38 days 2 / 608 days 20 / 43 days

$500,000–$599,999 - - 7 / 76 days - 8 / 39 days

$600,000–$799,999 1 / 25 days - 3 / 79 days - 2 / 216 days

$800,000–$999,900 - - - - -

$1 million + - - - - 1 / 323 days

Month

Number of homes sold/Median listing price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

March 2011 21 / $170,000 18 / $179,450 29 / $239,585 20 / $147,450 38 / $244,450

March 2010 34 / $202,400 22 / $197,598 41 / $215,000 32 / $129,950 32 / $289,950

Feb. 2011 13 / $204,000 16 / $189,350 12 / $363,000 14 / $99,450 20 / $267,450

Jan. 2011 23 / $176,000 17 / $199,900 20 / $292,500 9 / $129,900 21 / $325,000

Dec. 2010 21 / $199,800 16 / $188,700 28 / $226,238 18 / $131,750 25 / $245,000

Nov. 2010 14 / $181,250 13 / $170,000 16 / $340,750 16 / $114,250 29 / $349,900

Oct. 2010 16 / $182,450 17 / $196,900 27 / $299,000 15 / $129,900 26 / $294,450

Sept. 2010 20 / $220,900 18 / $204,911 32 / $302,450 13 / $119,900 27 / $345,000

Aug. 2010 20 / $183,930 14 / $181,000 26 / $307,400 13 / $92,900 33 / $260,000

On the market  (March 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

REAL ESTATE

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

Property Listings

12801 Partridge Bend $230,000

2437 Equestrian Trail $209,700

3802 Woodbrook Circle $467,000

1015 Cripple Creek $180,000

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12362

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 4/4/2011 and 4/12/2011 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy 
of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


