
‘My 35’ plan, 
others in play  
to ease I-35

 By Bobby Longoria
When the I-35 Corridor Advi-

sory Committee released its “My 
35” comprehensive mobility plan 
in January, it included a proposal 
that would switch out aspects of 
I-35 and Toll 130, and redesig-
nate each.

The Texas Department of 
Transportation appointed the 
committee more than a year ago 
to develop guidelines for improv-
ing congestion along the I-35 cor-
ridor in Texas. 

Tim Brown, chairman of the I-35 
advisory committee, described the 
effort as an attempt to broaden the 
reach of I-35 suggestions by elicit-
ing community input as much as 
reasonably possible. Brown is a Bell 
County commissioner who served 
on the committee along with sev-
eral traffic engineers, environmen-
tal planners, past and present city 
mayors and consultant groups. 

“The problem we created here 
in Texas is we allowed our major 
urban centers to develop right 
around and over our interstate 
highways,” Brown said. “You can’t 
go back and undo the development 
that has already occurred. It’s much 
more economical to do something 
else. There is not any single answer.”

The group divided I-35 into 
four segments. The first includes 
the region of the Oklahoma-Texas 
border to I-20 in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. Segment 2 runs from 
I-20 in Dallas-Fort Worth to the 
border between Williamson and 
Bell counties in Central Texas. 

Lack of funding may stymie 
broad-scope projects

Coffee with Impact | 24 
Tim Crowley (shown) and other Austin 

Chamber of Commerce stakeholders 
discuss the region’s future
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By Amy Deis
Tenants at the Austin Commons development  

may have been a bit surprised to find in January 
that they were getting a new landlord because 
St. Croix Capital Corp. had not mentioned any 
plans to put it on the market. That is, until Hous-
ton-area firm Black Forest came knocking.

Black Forest, based in The Woodlands, bought 
the eight-acre mixed-use development at 11101 
Burnet Road with plans to build on the remain-
ing undeveloped acreage, said Sean Quinn, 
senior asset manager. 

He said the company will complete a study 
about what would be an appropriate use for the 
land and that multifamily apartments are at the 
top of the list.

Austin Commons development gets a Houston-area buyer

See Commons | 17

Expanding with residential units, 
office space under consideration

Leffingwell proposes to reorganize 
City Council districts in 2012
By Bobby Longoria

City Council has not had represen-
tation from a Northwest Austin resi-
dent for more than a decade, and the 
legislature as well as Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell said it may be time to consider 
single-member districts for the city to 
represent communities that may feel a 
disconnect with City Hall.

“I know that my constituents in my 
part of the city would certainly like to 
see [single-member districts],” said 
State Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin, 
who represents District 48, which 
includes Northwest Austin. “They 
feel that their voice is often times not 
a part of the discussion because most 
council members are elected from the 
central part of the city.”

Leffingwell has proposed trans-
forming the Austin City Council into 
a hybrid system that would include 
six single-member districts, two See Districts | 15

at-large seats and an at-large mayor. If 
approved by voters in 2012, his propo-
sition will be successful where six oth-
ers have failed.

Although State Sen. Jeff Went-
worth, R-San Antonio, has filed a bill 
that would mandate single-member 
districts for Austin, Howard said she 
does not think the Legislature should 
have a hand in what is a local matter.

By having council members who 
are elected within specific areas of 
the city, the system will be inherently 
more democratic, yet slightly less effi-
cient, Leffingwell said.

“That is always the trade-off,” Leff-
ingwell said. “Frankly, I want to enter 
on the side of more democracy and 
sacrifice a bit of efficiency. The city has 
changed a lot over the years and the 
only reason I am putting this forward 
at all is because I believe people have 

The Austin Commons development on Burnet Road at Kramer Lane has 26,000 square feet of retail space 
of which about 3,000 square feet is vacant. Austin Commons opened in August 2008.
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Urgent Care in Pflugerville

from St. David’s North Austin 

Medical Center

For all your urgent care needs, from broken 

bones to sports injuries to cold and flu and 

more. Our clinic is staffed by doctors  

experienced in emergency medicine, with  

X-ray equipment and a lab on site. Quality, 

faster care; after hours, without appointments 

or the hospital emergency room wait.

 OPEN EVERY DAY
8am to 8pm

1615 Grand Avenue Parkway
Suite 110

512-334-3530
STDAVIDS.COM

QuickER care.
Smaller waits.

FLU SHOTS

AVAILABLE
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Now that spring is here, 
and change is the theme 
of the season, it made for 
good timing that Mayor 
Leffingwell recently deliv-
ered his State of the City 

Address. If I could summarize his speech 
with one line, it would be when he said, 
“The state of our city is strong and getting 
stronger every day.” 

The full speech can and should be viewed 
online, but here are the highlights I took 
away: In 2010, the Austin area added in 
the neighborhood of 15,000 new jobs, our 
unemployment rate dropped to 6.8 percent, 
more than two dozen companies moved 
their headquarters to our city and “if there 
were a list of cities that appeared on lists, 
we would be on that list.”

For all the good, we no doubt have seri-
ous issues staring us in the face: Our traffic 
was recently rated as third-worst in the 

nation, an evolving school budget crisis, 
threats to our environment and more were 
all mentioned. But Leffingwell did say the 
city is “focusing on these issues.”

The good, bad and now the future.  
Nov. 6, 2012, will no doubt be a day that 
shapes our city for the foreseeable future. 
Going to a vote on this date are expected 
to be both a multimodal transportation 
bond utilizing urban rail, as well as a 
revised single-member district proposal 
that would reshape how City Council 
represents Austin.

If change is something you want to see 
more or less of within our city, I encourage 
you to plan now to vote on Nov. 6, 2012. 

Which option do you think the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority should choose to get traffic moving 
more efficiently on MoPac?

Adding a general purpose lane in each direction within the 
road’s existing right of way

48%
Adding an express lane in each direction within the road’s 
existing right of way

29%
Adding multiple lanes composed of a mix of express, general 
and high-occupancy vehicle lanes in both directions of MoPac

14%
Adding an HOV lane in each direction within the road’s exist-
ing right of way

5%
Doing nothing

4%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 2/15/11–3/15/11

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com
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Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com

January employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.3%
Up from 6.8% in December

State unemployment—8.5%
Up from 8.3% in December

National unemployment—9.0%*
Down from 9.4% in December

In the Austin area, no industries added jobs. Trade, 
transportation and utilities lost 4,000 jobs; leisure and 
hospitality lost 1,400 jobs; government lost 1,400 jobs; 
and education and health services lost 1,200 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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color, and also does makeup. There will 
be 19 stylists on hand. The Salon at The 
Domain also sells Moroccanoil, Bumble 
and bumble and Sebastian brand products. 
832-8000, www.salonatthedomain.com

10  Jaynie Buckingham, owner of Cutie 
Pies, opened a storefront at 7329 Burnet 
Road in early March. The Cutie Pie 
House will feature sweet and savory pies 
as well as homemade soups and quiche. 
She also owns the Cutie Pie Wagon at 
1603 S. Congress Ave. 589-7979,  
www.cutiepiewagon.com

Austin residents Scott Frowiss and Artie 
Chavez opened My Pit Crew in January. 
The business will pick up customers’ cars 
at their homes or offices and drive them 
to a service station to get an oil change, 
car wash, air filter replacement and other 
services. The business serves people in 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, 
Leander and North Austin.  
782-2305, www.mypitcrew.com

Coming Soon

11  Jozito George, who owns Indian 
grocery store Apna Bazaar, is opening 
a restaurant in April at 8650 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. 119. Maharaja Indian 
Cafe will serve a variety of Indian food 
from around the country, including 
George’s hometown of Goa, where fish 
curry rice is popular.

12  A Shipley Do-nuts is opening mid- 
to late April inside the old Jack Brown 
Cleaners at 10401 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 100. The 1,950-square-foot store will 
feature indoor seating, a drive-thru and 
kitchen, where staff will make doughnuts 
and pastries daily. Shipley Do-nuts has 36 
kinds of doughnuts, 14 different pastries 
and eight kinds of kolaches. Coffee, juice 
and milk will be available. Kong Hok is 
the franchise owner. This is the seventh 
Shipley Do-nut location in the Austin area. 
www.shipleydonuts.ws

13  Opening in May, Outrageous Gallery, 
11401 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 109, is 
a 3,500-square-foot, high-end art gallery 
and designer jewelry store based out of 
Scottsdale, Ariz. The store will feature art 
from local and national artists, glass art 
and jewelry. www.outrageousgallery.com

14  Hatbox: A Modern Haberdashery will 
open this summer at 11401 Century Oaks 
Terrace, Ste. 129 in The Domain. Hatbox 
sells men’s, women’s and children’s 
designer clothing and tailored hats. This is 
the second location in Austin. The original 
is located at 115 E. Sixth St., Ste. N.  
www.hatbox.com

15  Master Wok is opening in April at 
3220 Feathergrass Court, Ste. 140, in The 
Domain. The restaurant chain serves 
fast-food Chinese dishes.

Now Open

1  Locally owned by Kara 
Stewart, Neurobiologix opened  
Feb. 21 at 9225 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 
106. The office relocated from a site 
near the Arboretum. Neurobiologix 
offers pharmaceutical supplements and 
specializes in autism supplements. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 866-500-5388, 
www.neurobiologix.com

2  RediClinic opened a location  
Feb. 14 inside the Tech Ridge H-E-B, 
500 Canyon Ridge Drive. The clinic will 
have two physicians assistants or nurse 
practitioners on staff at all times to 
provide treatment for minor injuries and 
ailments. 836-9000, www.rediclinic.com

3  Diet Center NW Austin/Cedar 
Park opened March 1 at 11416 RR 620 
N, Ste. F. Owner Lisa Hayes provides 
weight-loss support programs, products 
and behavior modification assistance. 
Open Mon. 7:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m., Tue.–
Wed. 8 a.m.–6 p.m., Thu. 8 a.m.–6:30 
p.m., Fri. 7:30 a.m.–3 p.m. 331-7546,  
www.dietcenter.com

4  Stogies, a locally owned and 
operated roll-your-own-cigarette shop, 
opened March 5 at 11416 RR 620 N., 
Ste E. Customers can roll their own 
chemical- and additive-free cigarettes 
using one of 10 machines. Machines are 
available to rent. Open Mon.–Sat.  
10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.  
336-2447, www.stogiestexas.com

5  Owned by Leander resident Kathleen 
Wright, Expressions opened in early 
January at Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline 
Mall Drive. Expressions sells costume 
jewelry, makeup, belts, hats, purses and 
hair accessories. Open daily 10 a.m.–9 p.m. 
669-5066

6  Ignite Restaurant Group, which 
owns Joe’s Crab Shack, opened a Brick 
House Tavern + Tap in the former Joe’s 
Crab Shack, 11680-A Research Blvd. The 
restaurant serves a variety of appetizers, 
burgers, ribs, steak and sandwiches. 
Twenty-eight TVs will air sports, and 
diners can lounge on one of six recliners. 
Booths are shaped like couches, and the 
restaurant can seat 212 inside and about 
75 on the outdoor patio. “There’s a big 
focus on comfort,” said Gina Frazza, 

assistant general manager. Brick House 
has more than 70 beers and serves 
them six different ways, including in a 
750-milliliter bottle. 343-2000,  
www.brickhousetavernandtap.com

7  Aloft Austin at The Domain, 11601 
Domain Drive, reopened March 1 after 
receiving a top-to-bottom restoration 
and repair. Aloft closed in October 
because of water damage from Tropical 
Storm Hermine. The hotel has 140 rooms 
and features the w xyz bar. The hotel 
initially opened in November 2009.  
491-0777, www.alofthotels.com

8  Fiat of Austin opened a nearly 
6,000-square-foot dealership in early 
March at 11011 Domain Drive, Ste. 124. 
The showroom includes a runway where 
new Fiat owners can bring friends and 
family to view newly purchased cars. This 
is Austin’s first Fiat dealership and is part 
of the Nyle Maxwell family of dealerships. 
225-9851, www.fiatofaustin.com

9  Charles Von Der Ahe opened The 
Salon at The Domain, 3201 Feathergrass 
Court, Ste. 108, on March 12. The salon 
offers full hair service, including cuts and 
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Charles Von Der Ahe opened The Salon at The 
Domain on March 12. The salon provides full 
hair services, including cuts and color, and sells a 
variety of hair products.

Sisters Estel Thiruselvan and Judy Alexis took 
over ownership of Tandoori Hut and renamed the 
Indian restaurant Spicy Monsoon. The restaurant 
serves a variety of Indian food.

16  Dr. John Hovorka is opening All in 
Veins at The Domain, 11011 Domain 
Drive, Ste. 104. He will provide laser 
surgical solutions such as laser hair 
removal, skin tightening, skin resurfacing, 
non-surgical fat melting and other 
procedures. He has been practicing in the 
medical field for 10 years in McAllen and 
has specialized in laser surgery. This will 
be the only Austin location.

17  JumpStreet, an indoor trampoline 
park company based in Colorado, 
expects to open a store in June 2011 
at 12617 Ridgeline Blvd. JumpStreet 
leased a 32,212-square-foot site in 
February. www.gotjump.com

18 Hugh Prifogle is opening a 
second Auto Techs location in early April 
at 12326 RM 620 North. The original Auto 
Techs has been at 4918 Hamilton Road 
since 2001. Auto Techs provides personal 
auto repair service and repairs. Prifogle 
said the new location will make it easier 
for their existing customers in the Cedar 
Park and Round Rock areas to get service. 
219-6900, www.austinautotechs.com

New Ownership

19  Sisters Estel Thiruselvan and Judy 
Alexis took over ownership of Tandoori 
Hut, 13717 N. MoPac, Ste. 300, and 
renamed it Spicy Monsoon. The Indian 
restaurant serves up traditional South 
Indian food as well as North Indian and 
Pakistani cuisine. 255-6060

Relocation

20 Copenhagen Imports is moving 
from 7723 Burnet Road to 2236 W. 
Braker Lane on March 12. Copenhagen, 
which has served the Austin community 
for 16 years, sells contemporary 
furniture for the home, including 
bedroom, dining room and living room. 
451-1233, www.copenhagenaustin.com

21  Wi-Fi Alliance moved its headquarters 
out of the Austin Technology Incubator, 
3925 W. Braker Lane, and into a larger 
location in December at 10900-B Stonelake 
Blvd., Ste. 126. The Wi-Fi Alliance was 
created in 1999 and is a global nonprofit 
association consisting of hundreds of 
companies devoted to the growth of Wi-Fi 
technology. 498-9434, www.wi-fi.org

Expansion

22 Hill Country Bible Church 
Northwest, 12124 RR 620 North, 
expanded service times to a total of three 
to meet rising attendance at the church. 
The church will offer services Sundays at 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 331-5050, 
www.hcbc.com

23 Arboretum Eye Professionals, 10000 
Research Blvd., Ste. 150, has added new 
technology to its facility, which opened 
Feb. 1, 2010. The EM-3000 spectral 
microscope provides Drs. Emil Fadel and 
Mark Sturm a multilevel view of the eye 
to detect eye problems earlier. They also 
plan on adding additional equipment and 
doctors in the near future. 345-5642,  
www.arboretumeyepro.com

Closed

24  Hong Kong Market, 1700 W. Parmer 
Lane, closed in January.

Ignite Restaurant Group opened a Brick House Tavern + Tap on March 23 inside the former Joe’s Crab 
Shack at 11680-A Research Blvd. The company owns both chains. The restaurant has 28 TVs and an 
outdoor patio that seats 75.

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

9

Cutie Pies owner Jaynie Buckingham opened her 
first storefront in March. The Cutie Pie House will 
serve a variety of sweet and savory pies, quiche 
and homemade soups.

10

6

19

Aloft Austin at The Domain reopened its doors 
March 1 after being closed since October because 
of renovations. The hotel sustained damage from 
Tropical Storm Hermine.
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25 Sodade Coffee House, 12001 Burnet 
Road, Ste. C, recently closed. The coffee 
shop had been open since spring 2008.

26 Cajun restaurant Mama Roux, 13000 
N. I-35, closed in February.

27  Bagpipes Pub and Eatery, 9070 
Research Blvd., recently closed.
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www.texasmedclinic.com 
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  insect bites.  .   
AND ALL OF LIFE’S LITTLE EMERGENCIES 

Serving South Central Texas since 1982 

Urgent Care and Occupational Medicine 
Open 8am-11pm, Every Day 

No appointment needed 
Most insurance accepted 

Physician on duty at all times 
Save time and money instead of using the ER 
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CALENDAR

with the Easter Bunny. • 10 a.m. Rain makeup 
is 2 p.m. • Free Great Hills Park, 10801 Sierra 
Oaks • 970-8809 • www.greathillspark.org

16 Homestead Pioneer Festival
The Wells Branch Municipal Utilities District 
is hosting the Homestead Pioneer Festival 
to give attendees a taste of life in the 1850s. 
Wells Branch MUD will be selling turkey legs, 
roasted corn and funnel cakes, and the soccer 
association will sell hot dogs. There will be 
pony rides and exhibits including antique 
guns, weavers, rope making, quilting lessons 
and Indian sandal making. Live entertainment 
includes The Jimmy Sims Trio, Austin Banjo 
Club, The New Orleans Jazz Band of Austin 
and Better Late Than Never. • Noon–5 p.m. 
Free • Katherine Fleischer Park, 2106 
Klattenhoff Drive • 251-9814  
www.wellsbranchmud.com

23 Green living seminar
Tara Fisher-Munoz from Vida Green 
Consulting will give a presentation of how 
to live a healthier, greener lifestyle. The 
presentation includes topics such as diet and 
healthy food choices; organic gardening and 
composting; energy and water-saving ideas; 
and menu planning ideas. • 2–4 p.m. • Free  
Wells Branch Library, 15001 Wells Port Drive 
989-3188 • www.wblibrary.org

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

April 16
By Amy Deis

The Northwest Family YMCA 
is joining hundreds of other 
branches across the U.S. for 
the annual Healthy Kids Day 
on April 16. 

“It’s a fun-filled family 
activity day where we’re 
really trying to get people 
up and moving,” said Posey 
Duncan, the branch’s 
membership director.

This year’s theme is about 
the Minute to Win It games 
where families will have to 
complete a game or activity 
component in one minute.

 “We want to create fun so 
they can bring it home,” 
Duncan said. 

Other activities include 
an egg dance relay, jump 
houses and a game where 
people guess which food 
and drink items contain the 
most sugar and fat.

Healthy Kids Day is from 
10 a.m.–1 pm. and will be at the Northwest Family YMCA, 5807 McNeil Drive. For more 
information, call 335-9622 or visit www.austinymca.org.
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Encouraging children and families to stay active is one goal of 
the YMCA’s annual Healthy Kids Day. Families can participate in 
games that they can also play at home.

The Northwest Family YMCA hosts Healthy Kids Day 

6, 13, 20 Toastmasters International 
club meeting
The local chapter of Toastmasters 
International, a nonprofit organization that 
helps others improve their communication 
and leadership skills, meets on the first, 
second and third Wednesday of each month. 
Members discuss current events, debate 
topics members come up with and improve 
public speaking and leadership skills. • 6 p.m. 
Free for guests • IHOP, 11654 Research Blvd. 
814-9684 • www.persuasivespeakers.org

7–9 ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’
Concordia University Texas presents its spring 
play, “The Importance of Being Earnest” by 
Oscar Wilde. Adjunct Professor Lisa Neely 
is the director. This is the first theatrical 
performance on Concordia’s new campus 
since the university moved from downtown in 
2008. • 7:30 p.m. • Concordia students and 
employees ($5), general admission in advance 
($7), at the door ($10) • Black Box Theatre, 
11400 Concordia University Drive, Bldg. B 
313-4603 • www.concordia.edu

9 Merrilltown Cemetery historical 
marker dedication
Calvary Worship Center is having a historical 
marker dedication ceremony for the 
Merrilltown Cemetery, which it oversees. The 
cemetery recently received Texas Historical 
Cemetery status, and the church put in new 
pillars and an entrance to the cemetery. 
Attendees will need to bring their own lawn 
chairs for the ceremony. • 1–3 p.m. • Free 
Calvary Worship Center, 14901 Burnet Road 
244-9090 • www.cwcaustin.org

9 Austin International Poetry Festival 
reading
Barnes & Noble at The Arboretum is one of 
several poetry reading locations with the 
19th Austin International Poetry Festival. 
Poets Barbara Youngblood Carr and Herman 
Nelson are hosting the reading, which 
includes other poets such as John Row. 
The festival is the largest non-juried poetry 
festival in the world. • 2–4 p.m. • Free  
Barnes & Noble at The Arboretum, 10000 
Research Blvd., Ste. 158 • 418-8985 
www.barnesandnoble.com

12 Northwest Business Council 
luncheon
Dave Porter and Susan Davenport from the 
Austin chamber will give an update on the 
chamber’s ongoing economic development 
initiatives. • 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. • $25 for 
members, $40 for non-members • Maggiano’s 
Little Italy, 10910 Domain Drive, Ste. 100  
478-9383 • www.austinchamber.com

16 Great Hills Park Easter Egg Hunt
Children up to age 12 years are invited to 
bring their egg baskets for the annual Great 
Hills Park Easter Egg Hunt throughout 
the park and playground. Organizer Sheri 
Brummett said between 100 and 200 children 
usually attend. She brings about 1,000 eggs 
while other neighbors donate more. Eggs do 
not contain candy with nuts or coins. Parents 
will be able to take photos of their children 

March
26 Summer camp open house
Jardín de Niños Interlingua, a Spanish-
immersion school for children ages 3 months 
through third grade, is offering an 11-week 
summer camp. Interested parents are invited 
to an open house to learn about the camp, 
which includes daily outdoor activities and 
a focus on animals and plants in the ocean, 
science and language skills. • 10:30 a.m.–
noon • Free • Jardín de Niños north campus, 
2700 W. Anderson Lane • 299-5732  
www.austinbilingualschool.com

26–27 Zilker Garden Festival
The 54th annual Zilker Garden Festival will 
include vendors selling plants and garden-
themed arts and crafts, kids’ corner, the 
annual flower show and live music. All 
proceeds will benefit Zilker Botanical Garden. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. • Adults ($7), children ($3), 
parking ($3) • Zilker Botanical Garden, 2220 
Barton Springs Road • www.ci.austin.tx.us

27 Capitol 10K
H–E–B presents the 34th annual Statesman 
Capitol 10K, a 6.2-mile race. The largest 10K 
in Texas begins at 8:30 a.m. for wheelchair 
athletes and 9 a.m. for the timed race for 
other athletes. The Fun Run & Walk for 
families and everyone in between begins at 
9:05 a.m. Strollers are allowed in the Fun Run 
& Walk, but no dogs are allowed in any race. 
Registration includes a coupon for a pre-race 
pasta dinner at Spaghetti Warehouse, 117 W. 
Fourth St., on March 25 and 26. • Fun Run & 
Walk ($30), timed race ($35); Race Day: Fun 
Run ($40), timed ($45) • Register at  
cap10k.edsregistration.com

28 Wilco Entrepreneurs Community 
Talent Connect
The event gives startup companies and 
businesses a chance to meet job seekers and 
offers job seekers a chance to “speed pitch,” 
or promote, themselves. Based on what 
they learn, the businesses have the option 
of offering individuals a chance to volunteer, 
work on short-term projects or possibly full-
time employment. In addition to networking, 
attendees will listen to John Garrett, 
publisher of Community Impact Newspaper, 
and to an economic development panel 
representing four Williamson County cities.  
9 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • Free to job seekers; a 
donation of $50 per table is suggested for 
participating companies. • Hill Country Bible 
Church, 12124 RR 620 N. • 983-7009  
www.wectx.org/talentconnect

April
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 Worth the trip

3 The Autism Society of Greater 
Austin’s fourth annual Bike Ride 
The bike ride is a fundraiser for the Autism 
Society of Greater Austin and features  
routes that are 9, 20, 41 and 62 miles. Early 
registration ends March 15. 9 a.m. • Fees vary 
Berry Springs Park and Preserve, 1801 CR 
152, Georgetown • 479-4199  
www.austinautismbikeride.org 
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8–9 Simon Fashion Now
Simon’s spring fashion show includes events 
to provide insight into the latest cosmetic 
trends, accessories and fashions. Attendees 
can watch presentations, visit interactive 
booths and enjoy food and music. Friday’s 
events feature a focus on teen fashion, and 
Saturday’s schedule includes runway shows. 
Various times throughout the weekend • Free 
The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks Terrace 
873-8099 • www.simon.com

 Worth the trip
2 Williamson County Spring Garden Fair
Williamson County Master Gardeners 
present sessions on topics such as native 
plants, square-foot gardening, composting, 
“Earthkind landscaping,” color in the 
landscape, butterfly gardening, soil and 
herbs. Informational tables on rainwater 
harvesting and oak wilt are available, and 
the event also includes children’s activities, 
food vendors and a plant sale. • 8 a.m. 
(plant sale preview), 9 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free 
ArgiLife Extension Office, 3151 Inner Loop, 
Georgetown • 943-3300
 www.txmg.org/williamson
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Mark J. Pirwitz, MD, 
Director of Cardiovascular Research 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
Seton Heart Institute

“I joined the Seton Heart Institute because I want to be on the leading edge of 
advanced cardiovascular care. Our specialists include members of the cardiology 
team at Seton Medical Center Austin, ranked No.1 in Texas for Coronary 
Interventional Procedures and Best in Region* for Cardiology Services 
in 2011 by HealthGrades. And through the Seton Family of Hospitals, our team is 
partnering with leading academic institutions to conduct innovative research and 
provide expert care to all in Central Texas. The future of heart care is bright at Seton.”  

To schedule an appointment, please call (512) 324-2705.

L E A D E R S  AT  H E A R T

SetonHeart.com

LEADERS AT HEART

*Region is Austin-Round Rock, TX, as defined by the federal government’s office of Management 
and Budget to include Williamson, Travis, Hays, Caldwell and Bastrop Counties. For more on Seton 
Austin’s rankings, visit seton.net/heart.

shi_pirwitz_northwest.indd   1 3/17/11   2:48 PM
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NEWS REPORT

First year of Capital Metro’s Red Line brings 
expanded service, room to grow system
By Amy Deis

Leonard Moore no longer 
arrives already stressed at his job 
as a professor of African-Amer-
ican history at The University of 
Texas at Austin.

Since the first day Capital 
Metro opened the MetroRail in 
March 2010, Moore has taken the 
train from the Howard station 
in Northwest Austin to the MLK 
station, shaving minutes off his 
commute from Round Rock.

“Capital Metro is doing a lot,” 
he said. “The suburbs need to 
do a better job. There’s no mass 
transit.”

Moore said Capital Metro is 
visionary for building a system as 
the city of Austin and its sur-
rounding suburbs grow. He has 
lived in Cleveland and Baton 
Rouge, La., but said Capital Metro 
is doing mass transit right.

 “It’s reliable and very customer 
friendly,” he said.

 Reliable service was one goal 
the Capital Metro board of direc-
tors laid out for operating the line.

President and CEO Linda 
Watson said MetroRail experi-
enced no accidents and has had a 
98 percent on-time performance 
record over the past year.

“In talking to our customers, 
90 percent would recommend 
service to others,” Watson said. 
“That’s an extremely high number 
in any business.”

Increasing ridership
The Red Line officially opened 

March 22, 2010. By October 
2010, about 850 people rode 
the MetroRail each day. Capital 
Metro added midday trips in 
January, and ridership increased 
to 1,300 passengers daily.

“We’ve seen boardings and 
ridings at the MLK stop increase, 
and we feel confident that they 
are students,” Watson said.

Doug Allen, Capital Metro’s 
executive vice president and chief 
development officer, said the 
numbers still are not as high as 
they want them.

“Eventually we’ll get to 1,700 

Capital Metro’s Red Line has been open for one year as of March 22. Since Capital 
Metro added midday service in January, 1,300 passengers ride daily.
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riders [daily],” Allen said.

Expanding service hours
Capital Metro tested extended 

Friday night service for all Fridays 
in March 2011 and added two 
days of Saturday service for the 
SXSW festival. The last test day of 
Saturday service is May 7 for the 
spring Pecan Street Festival.

“We believe there are a lot of 
people that want to go downtown 
for various reasons, whether it’s 
the restaurants or entertainment 
district or SXSW,” Watson said. 
“We have heard a lot of requests.”

Pflugerville resident Brian 
Watts, who takes the Howard sta-
tion to his job at an ad agency in 
downtown Austin, said he would 
like to see rail service 24/7.

“But I know it’s a lot of 
money,” he said. “It’s a good 
infrastructure. They need to get 
more people involved.”

The test cost Capital Metro 
$227,380, and Watson said that if 
the extended service is success-
ful, the board could choose to 

implement the service by Octo-
ber, the start of the fiscal year. 
During the budget process, the 
board would host a public hear-
ing to answer questions about 
how much more it would cost 
and the value to community.

Setting new goals
Watson said immediate goals 

for MetroRail include increasing 
the frequency of trains from every 
35 minutes to every 30 minutes to 
better mesh with bus schedules.

Long-term goals include 
expanding the number of train 
cars and running a line farther 
into The University of Texas 
campus or downtown.

“No. 1 is going further into 
downtown; we really just pen-
etrate the edge of downtown,” 
Watson said.

Allen said how much Capital 
Metro can expand its hours and 
system depends on its budget.

“It’s a start; we’re not done 
yet,” he said.

Meet and Greet. 
        Mueller Style.

   

Come on out and get to know Mueller at one of our spring Open House events!

Experience the community, meet with builders and see our latest home styles.

Visit with experts from the Mueller Affordable Homes Program and bring your questions.

Can’t wait? Learn more at www.MuellerAustin.com or call 512-703-9202.

OPEN 
HOUSE
April 2 

& April 16
12-3 pm

M u e l l e r A u s t i n . c o m

M u e l l e r A u s t i n . c o m

ROOM TO 
GROW

From I-35, take the Airport Blvd. exit and head east, left on Aldrich St. and follow the signs. 

CLOSE TO 
EVERYTHING

Ask us 
about our

Affordable 
Homes

Program.

CAT-593a_OpenHouseAd_AustChron_4.9167x6.04.indd   1 2/18/11   9:46 AM

Re-upholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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TIME TO REFRESH YOUR OUTDOOR FURNITURE?
WE CAN HELP YOU! 

COME SEE OUR OUTDOOR FABRICS TO RECOVER 
CUSHIONS AND REPLACE SLINGS.

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Ask and receive
$25 off your 

first time
home cleaning!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

April 7, 21 and 28, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

City educates public about deer 
population in Northwest Hills

The City of Austin has decided not to 
trap and harvest the growing deer popula-
tion in Northwest Hills. Instead the city 
will educate the public and enforce a 2009 
citywide ordinance prohibiting people 
from feeding deer.

The city hired Charles Haynes, who 
will educate area residents about the 

County tightens belt ahead of cuts
Travis County officials are projecting 

a $6.9 million reduction in state grant 
funds for the 2012 budget year. As a result, 
department leaders have been asked to 
shrink their budgets by 5 percent and 
prioritize programs and state grants. This 
could result in $20.8 million in savings.

“At the state level, this is not a reduc-
tion; this is a shifting of the tax burden to 
the local level,” Travis County Commis-
sioner Sarah Eckhardt said. “They are not 
cutting anything. They are just moving it 
down to us.”

Court addresses bike safety
The commissioners created a joint task 

force to address bicycle safety on county 
roads in unincorporated areas. The task 

Austin

Travis County

Meetings

During his Feb. 25 State of the City Address, Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell spoke on Austin’s parking issues.
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Council votes to reduce free 
parking throughout city

Austin City Council approved an ordi-
nance March 3 to extend parking meter 
hours throughout the city from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.—including Saturdays—and to 
midnight throughout downtown.

The city’s transportation department 
defines the enforced downtown area as 
Lamar Boulevard to the west, I-35 to the 
east, 10th Street to the north and Lady 
Bird Lake to the south.

Councilwoman Laura Morrison voted 
against the ordinance. She said she 
favored an ordinance that provided free 
parking for areas north of Seventh Street.

City transportation head Robert Spil-
lar said the action will create turnover 
for downtown businesses and alleviate 
traffic congestion as many people drive 
around, searching for free parking.

Austin officials announced in March 
that the city reached no-kill status by 
achieving a 90 percent live-animal out-
come for all animals that enter the Town 
Lake Animal Center.

Council approved the city’s No-Kill 
Implementation Plan in March 2010.  
The plan sought to reduce animal intake 
and increase live animal outcomes by 
closing animal night drop-off boxes, 
adding a full- and part-time veterinar-
ian, enhancing the foster care program  
and providing a low-cost and free 

Compiled by Staff
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Boss was surrendered to the TLAC by his owner. He 
later left the shelter with a Siamese rescue group.

spay-and-neuter program. 
The city was at a 77 percent live animal 

outcome rate in April 2010.

Austin achieves 90 percent live animal outcome; reaches no-kill status

consequences of feeding deer. He will 
have the authority to issue citations to 
those feeding deer.

The city’s actions are after two public 
forums for Northwest Hills residents and 
after the city hired a consultant for $7,500 
who gave the initial recommendation to 
either trap and harvest the deer, or have 
sharpshooters kill them.

force would create a document to address 
area-specific concerns that would comple-
ment the city of Austin’s bicycle plan.

It would then distribute the informa-
tion to bicycling organizations.
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Is 10 minutes of your time worth $1,200?
Refinance your 
auto loan with 
Austin Telco. 

A rate reduction 
of 2% could save 
you $1,200 over 

the life of the 
loan.1

1Example 
based on a 
$20,000 loan 
for 66 months 
at 3.35% vs. 
5.35%.

302.5555 x7194
www.atfcu.org

Free Personal & Business Checking   250+ Free ATMs   21 Metro Locations

Low-Rate

Mortgage Loans
For more information, please contact 
our mortgage specialist.

Mark 
Crowley

302.5555 
x7388

Home Equity Loans

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on 
credit qualifications. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco FCU is 
federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

5 Years Fixed
4.15%*

10 Years Fixed
4.45%*

EDUCATION FOCUS

By Kate Hull and Joe Olivieri 
After declaring financial emergency 

March 1, the Austin Independent School 
District is preparing to cut staff and 
expenses in anticipation of large cuts in 
state funding.

On March 28, the district’s board of 
trustees will vote to accept a task force 
facility master plan that administrators 
will use to create recommendations. 

The board will host a community 
conversation March 31 to discuss how the 
preliminary budget affects the district at 
Bowie High School, located at 4103 W. 
Slaughter Lane.

At the March 1 meeting, the board 
continued discussions on the 2011–12 
preliminary budget, which will not include 
school closures. 

“[It] is a very sad day in the history of 
public education in the state of Texas and 
even sadder in AISD,” trustee Vincent Tor-
res said. “We are faced with a very difficult 
decision, and I can assure the public we all 
take this very seriously and the decision 
was not taken lightly.”

Declaring an emergency and stating 
the need for change and reorganization 
allows the district to terminate teacher 

AISD braces for increased 
budget cuts from the state

Meria Carstarphen, Austin Independent School District superintendent, and the board of trustees are work-
ing to address a $94.4 million projected shortfall in the 2012 budget.
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contracts as part of addressing a $94.4 
million budget shortfall.

“It is prudent and responsible, after a 
year of really talking about this, to take 
the action and ensure that our capital 
office has all the time to work one on one 
with the employees of our district,” AISD 
Superintendent Meria Carstarphen said.

The district has identified 1,153 full-
time positions that may be cut. Of those 
jobs, 571 are teachers, 58 are administra-
tors, 200 are professionals and 324 are 
classified positions in the district offices. 
Not all staff members have been notified 
as to whether they are on the list of cuts.

The superintendent said school clo-
sures are off the table for the 2012 fiscal 
year but are a part of the task force facili-
ties master plan for 2013. 

Eight elementary schools and one 
middle school were identified for poten-
tial closure.

Carstarphen said the preliminary bud-
get has been in the works for more than a 
year. The board will take no official action 
on it until June.

“AISD spends more money than we 
bring in,” she said. “When we do not 
have enough money as we need to pay 

the bills, we are in a deficit. We have been 
addressing this every budget cycle since I 
have been here, but what makes it worse 
is the budget crisis across the state.”

Budget assumptions
The big questions going forward are 

how much state cuts will increase AISD’s 
budget gap, and how the district will 
make up the difference.

The budget crisis is due to “lower prop-
erty taxes, loss of one-time federal fund-
ing and potentially up to $10 billion less 
in state funding,” according to the AISD 

budget presentation.
AISD administrators built the prelimi-

nary budget assuming the district could 
cut $62.8 million toward a $94.4 million 
projected shortfall over two years.

Chief Financial Officer Nicole Conley-
Abram said the district “is exploring all 
options” to close the $31.6 million gap.

If state cuts to AISD exceed expecta-
tions, the deficit could rise from  
$94.4 million to $103 million.

For more information visit  
www.austinisd.org.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12035

KEVIN D. FITE, M.D.

W W W . A U S T I N M E D I C A L G R O U P . C O M

•  Preventive Care
•  Disease Management      
    such as…..
   •  High Cholesterol  
   •  High Blood Pressure     
   •  Diabetes

KEVIN D. FITE, M.D.
FAMILY MEDICINE BOARD CERTIFIED
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AT THE CAPITOL

Northwest Austin lawmakers get key 
House, Senate committee posts
By Marcus Funk and Bobby Longoria

Voters in Northwest Austin now have 
representation on Legislature committees 
that wield significant clout over education 
and public health issues being debated at 
the statehouse, with area delegates being 
tapped for positions on key committees in 
early February.

On the House side, state Rep. Elliott 
Naishtat is serving as vice-chairman of the 
Public Health Committee, and he holds a 
seat on the Human Services Committee. 
Naishtat said health has been his top prior-
ity since he was first elected more than  
20 years ago.

“From the perspective of addressing 
issues related to health and human services 
needs, the needs of Texas families and 
vulnerable populations, I couldn’t be in 
a better place,” Naishtat said, who serves 
District 49.

State Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, who 
serves on the Energy Resources and Public 
Education committees, said that with 
austere budget projections this year, Public 
Education is one of the most important 
committees in the House. 

“The Public Ed committee will probably 
be rewriting the formulas the state uses to 
fund public schools. Having a foot on the 

D-Austin, was appointed the vice chair-
man of the Transportation and Homeland 
Security Committee. The District 14 law-
maker also sits on the following commit-
tees: Business and Commerce; Economic 
Development; Higher Education; and 
Nominations. 

State Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, has 
been reappointed as chairman of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, which supervises 

the budget-writing process on the other 
side of the Capitol. 

As the chairman, Ogden has consider-
able authority over the budget proposal, 
and many view his role as one of the most 
influential in the Senate. Ogden represents 
District 5, which includes all of William-
son County. 

Local Texas legislative districts

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12034
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35ground will have a big impact on protect-
ing local school districts,” said Strama, 
who serves District 50. 

State Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin, 
has a seat on the new House Technology 
Committee and resumes her post on the 
Higher Education Committee.  

“I’m thrilled to be on Higher Education, 
and I actually think it’s a good pairing with 
the new Technology committee,” Howard 
said, who serves District 48. 

As a member of the County Affairs 
Committee, state Rep. Larry Gonzales, 
R-Round Rock, said he will work with local 
county commissioners and local elected 
officials while a part of the County Affairs 
Committee to see what can be done to 
increase quality of life for citizens.

“I have frequently said that I am serv-
ing in the Texas House to help support 
Williamson County’s needs and goals,” 
said Gonzales, who represents District 52. 
“My membership on this committee will 
strengthen my ability to do so.”

With his seat on the House Border Com-
mittee, Gonzales says that he will be able 
to provide a “conservative voice” on the 
committee that oversees state-level border 
initiatives. 

On the Senate side, Sen. Kirk Watson, 

290
Williamson
County

5

Farmers Insurance Group, Chamber Member
Jim Snikeris, Vice President

512.478.9383 | www.austinchamber.com

As the voice of the business community, the Austin Chamber 
works to sustain and grow our regional economy. When you join, 
you become part of the leadership creating a successful climate 
for doing business in Central Texas. Join today.

Become a Member. 

BU R N FAT,  GA I N HE A LT H

www.waterlooswimschool.com    512-921-9893

Benefi ts of Waterloo Swim School:
Trained swim instructors
Low ratio of 4 swimmers per instructor
Pool Safety & respect is taught alongside 
swimming techniques
Fun encouraging environment
Classes available for infants, kiddos or adults

50%
the Annual 

Registration Fee if 
signed up and paid by 

April 30th.
Must mention this ad.

SWIM LESSONS ARE FOR A LIFETIME!

Map not to scale
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www.daipsychiatry.com

Are you ready to

Office Hours Monday–Friday 9AM-5PM, Saturday appointments available, please call office

move 
forward?

Stephen Dai, M.D.  |  Adult Psychiatrist

(512) 346-5796
4810 B Spicewood Springs Rd. | Austin, TX 78759

Specializing in treating 
individuals with depression, 

anxiety, bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, substance 
use, and eating disorders.
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the right to make this choice.”

Leffingwell’s proposition
Leffingwell formally proposed 

five amendments to the city char-
ter during his State of the City 
Address on Feb. 25.

He proposed a council of nine 
members that would encompass 
six geographic districts, two at-
large members and an at-large 
mayor. Leffingwell also proposed 
moving city elections from May 
to November of odd-numbered 
years, which he said could triple 
voter turnout, based on past elec-
tion turnouts.

As a result, council terms would 
increase from three to four years 
and staggered terms for council 
members would be eliminated. 
Currently the maximum cam-
paign contribution is $350. Leff-
ingwell has not formally stated a 
maximum contribution limit in 
his proposal, but said it could be 
somewhere around $1,000.

 City demographer Ryan Rob-
inson said Austin is the largest 
city in the nation that still elects 
its council at large.

Over Austin’s history there has 
been an unwritten “gentlemen’s 
agreement,” Robinson said, which 
has left reserved a council seat for 
an African-American and a seat 
for a Hispanic council member.

Robinson has made maps rep-
resenting single-member district 
proposals in 2002 and 2007.

Robinson said he would be 
required to adhere to the U.S. 
Justice Department’s rules, if 
City Manager Marc Ott were to 
request a new map for Leffin-
gwell’s proposal.

Robinson said this means, 
given recent census data, at least 
one district must be drawn with 
an African-American major-
ity, and another with a Hispanic 
majority. However, because of the 
size of the Hispanic population in 
Austin, there may have to be up 
to three districts where they have 
a majority. The other districts will 
be drawn according to social and 
political ideology—not ethnicity.

The districts will be drawn 
using new 2010 census data that 
was released in February.

From 2000 to 2010, the His-
panic population in Austin 
has increased by about 38 per-
cent from 200,579 to 277,707. 
The Hispanic population has 
increased its presence within the 
city, in particular in eastern and 
southeastern Austin.

In contrast to this growth, the 

African-American population 
in Austin has dropped by about 
6 percent from 64,259 to 60,760. 
The African-American popula-
tion at one time was concentrated 
in East Austin but has since dis-
persed throughout the suburbs of 
North and Northeast Austin.

Each district may have about 
133,000 people, Robinson said. He 
said the African-American popu-
lation has become so dispersed 
that it will be very difficult to draw 
a district with a majority for them.

“It would be a real challenge,” 
Robinson said. “The purpose is 
not necessarily to ensure the elec-
tion of a black candidate, but what 
the voting rights law at its heart 
says is to create a district that 
allows voters to elect a candidate 
of their choice.”

Community identity
In creating a community of 

interest, Robinson said it is 
important not to split parts of 
town that have historically shared 
a common identity.

Areas like Circle C, Oak Hill 
and parts of North Austin that fall 
into Williamson County would all 
be drawn with separate districts.

Amy Wong Mok, founder of the 
Asian American Cultural Center 
in Northwest Austin, ran for City 
Council 10 years ago. She said the 
experience was humbling because 
it made her experience the issues 
and concerns of Austin residents 
across the city.

Mok said she sees the value of 
single-member districts; how-
ever, she does not believe there 
is anything inherently wrong 

with an at-large system. By hav-
ing council members remain at 
large, they must be cognizant of 
citywide issues and how their 
decisions fit within the context of 
the city, she said.

“I am very skeptical about peo-
ple not looking at the full picture, 
but just looking at what they can 
do for their district,” Mok said. 
“We elect good people, who are 
not narrowly focused, who regard 
the city as a whole in their mind 
and in their heart, and I think 
it works well. I’d hate to see the 
council become a battleground.”

Mok said she is aware of the 
Asian community’s diversity and 
sprawl, and it is, therefore, more 
viable for Asian candidates to 
run at large.

Mok also spoke to the needs of 
the Northwest Austin commu-
nity, saying that traffic issues and 
housing are key priorities.

Leffingwell said there are no 
council members who live south 
of the Colorado River, and none 
who live north of North Loop 
Boulevard. Minority communities 
and suburban neighborhoods, in 
particular Northwest and South-
west Austin, have largely felt 
under-represented, he said.

“I am especially concerned 
about what I see as a growing dis-
connect between citizens and their 
government,” Leffingwell said dur-
ing his State of the City address.

Old movement, new support
Peck Young, director for the 

Austin Community College Cen-
ter for Public Policy and Political 
Studies, said the past six attempts 

at creating single-member dis-
tricts all failed primarily because 
they were under-financed, 
received opposition from the 
business community and because 
political parties that were in 
power at large felt their influence 
could have dwindled in districts.

Young, an Austin native, has 
served on each political action 
committee that supported single- 
member districts for the past 50 
years. He has also helped single-
member district campaign efforts 
in Arizona and Virginia.

He said proposals have been 
made for as few as four districts in 
the 1960s to as many as 13. Young 
said he believes 10 districts would 
be appropriate, and that Leffin-
gwell’s proposition for six dis-
tricts would create too large of a 
population for a single individual 
to represent.

By creating many smaller dis-
tricts, candidates can rise up from 
within the community and have 
grassroots campaigns where they 
walk door to door, he said.

“That is a virtue because it gets 
more diversity in a campaign 
mix,” he said. “If you are going 
to have legitimate minority rep-
resentation it needs to be from a 
geographic system where the peo-
ple who elect the minority are the 
minority and come from an area 
of minorities. The gentlemen’s 
agreement is patronizing.”

Although Young supported 
much of Leffingwell’s proposition, 
he said he did not agree with put-
ting the charter amendment on 
a November 2012 ballot. He said 
more than half of voters tend to 

Districts
Continued from | 1

vote straight Republican or Dem-
ocrat and may ignore amendment 
votes that typically fall at the end 
of a ballot.

He said the charter amend-
ment should go before voters in 
November.

NAACP Austin branch president 
Nelson Linder is confident the city’s 
population will be more accom-
modating to single-member dis-
tricts now because of the balance 
between districts and at-large seats.

“In the previous conversation 
it was almost based on ideology, 
one side versus the other,” Linder 
said. “You can include both really 
as a hybrid system and get the 
best of both worlds. Times have 
changed now; you got almost a 
million people population, which 
is more diverse. Let’s address that 
in a democratic way which would 
have more direct representation.”

Leffingwell and Linder both 
said moving the election to 
November is smart because 
people plan to vote during that 
time of the year and it will help 
increase voter turnout.

Leffingwell said he would like 
to wait until 2012 to propose 
single-member districts to voters 
to allow adequate time to create 
district maps and receive citizen 
feedback.

“When voters know what they 
are voting on they can make a bet-
ter decision,” Leffingwell said. “As 
the city grows the demand for this 
kind of change becomes greater 
and greater. What we have now is 
basically a small-town system—
we are not a small town anymore.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12042
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This scenario was created based on 
ethnic and social representation

Eight-district
scenario

One idea, developed in 2007,  
that splits Austin into six districts

Six-district
scenario

Definitions
Single-member districts
One person is elected from 
within each district.

At-large districts
One person is elected to fill 
a council seat regardless 
of residency.
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MoPac

THE DOMAIN

IBM

Phase II: 
Future development 

land area

ACC

J.J. PICKLE

“Before we jump in and start 
developing the land, we want 
to understand the area,” Quinn 
said, adding other possible uses 
include commercial, medical and 
retail.

“There are no immediate plans 
to begin Phase 2,” Quinn said.

He said he expects the study 
on whether multifamily housing 
is the best option to be complete 
by the end of the third quarter. 
That study will look at apartment 
vacancies in the area, which units 
leased out the quickest, exist-
ing apartments in the area and 
whether renting or selling the 
apartments is the best option.

Austin Commons has about 
26,000 square feet of retail space, 
of which about 3,000 square feet 
are vacant. Tenants include Free-
birds World Burrito, Firehouse 
Subs, CRT Flooring, Star Physical 
Therapy, Froots, Detour Domain 
Neighborhood Bar, Ryu of Japan 
and Bamboo Bistro.

Tenants weigh in
When Black Forest purchased 

Austin Commons, tenant Jace 
Robinson started contemplating 
the possibilities of what the new 
owners could build on the adja-
cent vacant land.

If Black Forest moves forward 
with building apartments, Robin-
son said they would need to offer 
something The Domain apart-
ments do not have, such as roof-
top gardens or other green living 
options.

“There has to be a draw,” said 
Robinson, owner of Lick It Bite It 
Or Both, a cupcake and ice cream 
shop that just celebrated its one-
year anniversary at Austin Com-
mons. 

“Office condos seem to be what 
North Austin is craving,” Robin-
son said. “There are a lot of small 

businesses opening up, and being 
by The Domain is a plus.”

He said he heard plans are 
in the works to build a pedes-
trian skyway from the MetroRail 
Kramer Station to The Domain.

Robinson said the location is 
ideal for employers because of 
easy access to major freeways and 
said a larger employer, medical 
office or attorney firm would ben-
efit from the location.

No matter the direction Black 
Forest eventually decides for the 
adjacent vacant lot, Robinson said 
he hopes the real estate company 
plans something that fits with the 
Austin culture.

He said he has only spoken with 
Black Forest representatives once 
and hopes they listen to what the 
tenants would like to see on the 
property.

“I hope they understand when 
you buy a piece of retail, you buy 
all of your tenants, and we have 
opinions,” Robinson said.

The nature of the deal
Black Forest approached St. 

Croix Capital partly because 
it liked the location of Austin 
Commons.

 “It’s across from The Domain, 
IBM and J.J. Pickle Research Cen-
ter,” Quinn said. “We’re excited 
about everything we read about 
the Austin market, and we wanted 
to diversify out of Houston.”

This is the second commercial 
development purchase in the Aus-
tin area for Black Forest, which 
purchased the 18,000-square-foot 
Cornerstone Market on Bee Caves 
Road in Westlake in 2010. Quinn 
said Black Forest will continue 
investing in the Austin market.

Kenneth Satterlee, president 
and CEO of the San Diego–based 
St. Croix Capital, said he never 
intended to sell Austin Commons 
but that it was a smooth transfer 
of ownership.

Construction on the retail 

phase of Austin Commons fin-
ished in August 2008. Satterlee 
said the vision had always been 
a two-phase project. Once built 
out, Satterlee said all eight acres 
probably would  have a combined 
value of $30 million.

However, Phase 2 never hap-
pened because Satterlee said the 
company became inundated with 
interest payments, he said.

“Originally, we envisioned 
office [space], but the market was 
overbuilt at the time,” he said. 

Commons
Continued from | 1

“The property was under consid-
eration by a large electronics firm 
for a new headquarters, and sub-
sequently under contract three 
times to prospective apartment 
developers. It just never closed.”

He said the apartments never 
materialized because develop-
ers could not obtain financing to 
build.

Satterlee’s firm is consulting 
with Black Forest on future devel-
opment. He said he and his team 
know the property well and felt 

they possessed the right skill set to 
bring the second phase to fruition.

“It’s very exciting to talk to cur-
rent retail tenants and hear how 
well their businesses are flour-
ishing in Austin Commons,” 
Satterlee said. “I look forward 
to continuing that momentum 
and determine the best way to 
approach the next phase so it is 
met with similar enthusiasm.”

Map not to scale

• Bamboo Bistro
• CRT Flooring
• Detour Domain Neighborhood Bar
• Firehouse Subs
• Freebirds World Burrito
• Froots
• Lick It Bite It Or Both
• Star Physical Therapy
• Ryu of Japan sushi bar

Businesses at Austin Commons

a

517 S. LAMAR- 512.477.3472  •  10947 RESEARCH- 512.345.7460  •  9900 W. PARMER- 512.637.6890 •  BICYCLESPORTSHOP.COM

BIG SAVINGS ON AUSTIN’S LARGEST SELECTION OF THE BEST BIKES, ACCESSORIES & APPAREL

SPRING SALE
APRIL 1– 4, 2011 Friday 10 to 7 · Saturday 9 to 6 

Sunday 11 to 5 · Monday 10 to 7

MetroRail  
Kramer Station
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Transportation
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“It’s good that the 
people are trying 
to come up with 

creative solutions.”
—State Sen.  
Kirk Watson 

Segment 3, which includes Travis County, 
begins at the Williamson and Bell county 
line and extends to I-10 in San Antonio. The 
fourth segment includes the region from I-10 
in San Antonio to the Texas-Mexico border.

For Segment 3, the committee proposed 
converting one lane of I-35 in each direc-
tion to a dynamically priced managed lane, 
leaving at least two non-tolled lanes on either 
side between Hwy. 195 north of Georgetown 
and Toll 45 SE in Mustang Ridge. A dynami-
cally priced managed lane would have a 
varying toll, depending on the time of day. 
Drivers who seek to travel faster during peak 
traffic periods would pay a higher rate than 
during low-traffic periods. The lane would 
also provide faster travel for high-occupancy 
vehicles, such as Capital Metro buses or car-
pool vehicles.

The group also proposed expanding Toll 
130 to six lanes, from Hwy. 195 to Toll 45 SE, 
and removing the tolls. The expanded road-
way would then be redesignated I-35.

Toll 45 SE would also be expanded along 
what is now Toll 130, from Mustang Ridge to 
I-10 in Seguin.

Any plan that would change tolls or add 
a managed lane to I-35 would need federal 
approval.

Austin’s traffic woes
Carlos Lopez, district engineer for 

TxDOT’s Austin district, stated I-35’s prob-
lem very simply.

“We have too much traffic using I-35, 
and we don’t have enough lanes to carry all 
those cars,” Lopez said. “Too many cars, not 
enough lanes.”

In 2010, the Texas Transportation Institute 
released its study of traffic trends across 101 
metropolitan areas, including Austin, Los 
Angeles, New York, Dallas-Fort Worth and 
Washington. The study looked at travel time 
index, a ratio of travel time in the peak period 
of traffic to travel time in free flow, outside of 
peak travel time. Austin’s travel time index 
ranked third worst among the 101 cities.

Austin’s overall index in 2009 was 1.28, 
meaning an hour 
trip on average takes 
1.28 hours during 
peak traffic. 

Although Wash-
ington and Los 
Angeles had a higher 
travel time index, of 
1.30 and 1.38 respec-
tively in 2009, Austin 
ranked first overall because of its dramatic 
travel time index change since 1982, when 
the ratio was only 1.08.

In 2010, TxDOT ranked the 100 worst 
bottlenecks in the state. I-35 from Hwy. 71 to 
US 183 was ranked No. 4, with a travel time 
index of 1.45.

David Schrank, a co-author of the 2010 
Texas Transportation Institute report, attrib-
uted I-35’s poor traffic conditions to an old 
design that has not been fully redeveloped.

“It is a function of road design from 50 

years ago that is still in play today, with vehi-
cles that are designed to perform at higher 
speeds and with less distance between cars 
than we might have had years ago when the 
road was built,” Schrank said.

Funding at issue
Although the I-35 advisory committee has 

not estimated a cost for its I-35/Toll 130 proj-
ect, state Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, has 
said the project would never happen because 
of a lack of state funds.

“It’s good the people are trying to come up 
with creative solutions,” Watson said, “but at 
a point in time when the state has failed in its 
efforts to keep up with finances, [in order to] 
provide the sort of transportation solutions 
that the people need and want, a proposal 
like that is probably not likely to happen.”

Watson said the discussion of whether the 
proposal is a good or a bad idea would not 
even happen in light of the budget issues fac-
ing the Legislature.

“The truth of the matter is, for over a 
decade now there has been a lack of appro-
priate emphasis on how we are going to fund 
the growth of this state when it comes to 
transportation,” Watson said. “The problems 
are now coming home to roost.”

State Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, D-Austin, 
said although the project is an interesting 
concept, he is not sure if redirecting drivers 
from I-35 to Toll 130 would be received well 
by his constituents in Austin. Rodriguez rep-
resents District 51, which stretches between 
Central and South Austin along I-35.

In time, Toll 130 will also see increased 
traffic flow as the city grows, he said.

“Instinctively, I don’t know if that will 
really work,” Rodriguez said. “I think that is 
quite a bit of a diversion.”

As state Rep. Larry Gonzales, who rep-
resents District 52, noted, it is important to 
keep in mind that the I-35 advisory commit-
tee’s proposal is merely a recommendation 
for TxDOT and the Legislature to review, 
and there is no promise of any immediate 
construction.

“It’s good in the sense that you have to look 
at it and you have to start prioritizing what it 
is you are going to do and how you are going 

to do it,” the District 
52 lawmaker said. 
“You have to have 
those conversations.”

Lopez said the 
committee’s recom-
mendations would 
help guide TxDOT 
in improving the 
corridor.

“There is going to have to be a lot of vetting 
to go through these ideas,” Lopez said.

Other traffic solutions
Part of the challenge with turning Toll 130 

into a non-tolled highway would be paying 
back all the investors who helped get the 
highway built to begin with.

Lopez said it is more feasible for TxDOT 
to improve the parallel corridors along I-35.

On Feb. 24 the Texas Transportation Com-
mission voted to lower toll rates for trucks on 

Toll 130 and Toll 45 SE. The new rates will go 
into effect March 1.

The toll rate change is expected to have 
a net neutral impact on tollway revenue, 
but it should increase the number of trucks 
using the two toll roads. Lopez said the toll 
rate change should encourage Austin freight 
through-traffic to use Toll 130 rather than 
I-35.

The Central Texas Regional Mobil-
ity Authority plans to improve US 183 by 
upgrading it to a tolled freeway. The project 
is expected to begin in 2015 or 2016.

TxDOT is currently gathering public 
input for the MoPac Improvement Proj-
ect, which may add new lanes to MoPac or 
redesignate existing lanes as HOV lanes. 
Lopez said a consultant company would 
soon be hired to study Loop 360, examin-
ing how traffic signals could be improved 
to increase traffic flow.

“Hopefully, all of that put together can 
help mobility through our town,” Lopez said.

Large-scale expansion and construction 
on I-35 is not possible, Lopez said, because 
of I-35’s limited footprint and right of way. 
He also said TxDOT does not have nearly 
enough funds for such an overhaul.

Gas tax revenue
Lopez said TxDOT could only fund proj-

ects that the state allows, and right now the 
agency receives a bulk of its revenue from the 
gas tax and vehicle registration fees.

Over the years the gas tax revenue has 
brought in a steadily decreasing revenue for 
TxDOT. The gas tax is 20 cents a gallon in 
Texas, and 75 percent of its total revenue 
goes to the State Highway Fund. 

Motor fuel taxes generated $3 billion 
in 2010, amounting to 3.6 percent of the 
state’s total net revenue. In 2000, motor 
fuel taxes generated $2.69 billion and rep-
resented 5.4 percent of the state’s total net 
revenue. From 1999 to 2000, the amount of 
motor fuel taxes generated changed by 3.7 
percent; the percent change from 2009 to 
2010 was 0.3 percent.

Lopez said the decreasing revenue brought 
in from the gas tax could be due to more 
fuel-efficient cars and alternative methods of 
fueling vehicles.

Lopez said he suspects this decreased-rev-
enue trend to continue, which may require 
the Legislature to look at different methods 
for funding TxDOT, such as toll revenue and 
a tax based on total miles traveled, not how 
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much gas is pumped.

A past proposal
In the mid 1990’s TxDOT proposed a 

model for I-35 with expanded lanes, lane 
elevation and fly overs into downtown.

The Downtown Austin Alliance was 
instantly unsatisfied with the model, said 
Sinclair Black, a local architect and a mem-
ber of the alliance’s board at the time.

Black proposed a model that would have 
increased the number of bridges over I-35, 
reestablishing a grid similar to what Austin 
had before the interstate was built. 

However, I-35 would have to have been 
lowered from the lake north to about 51st 
Street. In this altered corridor, drivers would 
only be able to enter I-35 at the north border 
of the lake and exit near 51st Street.

He said reestablishing the grid would raise 
land value and reintegrate the city. 

Black’s proposal did not win widespread 
support, but he maintains that it is still viable.

“There is no reason why I-35 should be 
such a liability, such an albatross around the 
neck of Austin,” Black said. “Especially when 
there is a vision that civilizes it. Makes it pos-
sible for the land uses of the city to grow back 

up around it—like healing a wound.”

Austin’s I-35 goal
HOV lanes have been suggested as an 

option for reducing the number of cars on 
I-35. A dynamically priced lane would not 
only help fund future efforts, but encourage 
people to drive during non-peak times, said 
Ginger Goodin, research engineer with the 
Texas Transportation Institute.

Active Traffic Management, a system 
that changes speed limits into a city’s core 
depending on time of day, could help 
smooth traffic and reduce sudden stopping 
and accelerating, Goodin said.

City of Austin Transportation Direc-
tor Rob Spillar said the city recently began 
a $1.5 million study of the I-35 corridor. A 
consulting firm will be hired to look at ways 
to squeeze more capacity from the north 
and south into downtown, he said. All this 
would occur within I-35’s existing foot-
print—restriping the highway may be a way 
to accomplish this.

Spillar said the city would also look 
at how entrance and exit ramps could be 
reconfigured so that frontage roads were 
used more often.

I-35 was designed for a different age, 
and, in some ways, the original designers 
did not know to allot for future expansion 
needs, Spillar said.

“We made problems when we solved 
some problems. We can’t make them all go 
away—that’s the reality—but we can make 
some deliberate incremental improve-
ments,” he said.

The city is currently engaged in improving 
the 51st Street interchange, as well as the Y 
at Oak Hill. TxDOT will help partner in the 
design of both improvements but will not 
help fund or participate in the actual con-
struction. 

Transportation officials announced March 
3 intersection redesign improvements for 
the Hwy. 290 corridor between Joe Tanner 
Lane and FM 1826. The improvements will 
change how left turns are made along the 
corridor and should increase “green time” 
for drivers, Lopez said.

The City of Austin will pay for $4 million 
of the $5.58 million cost with the rest being 
funded from Travis County, TxDOT, the 
Mobility Authority and Capital Metro.

Several other projects in progress will look 
at ways to improve roadways along the I-35 
corridor, including Airport Boulevard, East 
Riverside Drive and Cesar Chavez Street.

An information system that alerts drivers 
of traffic conditions ahead of time, with sug-
gested route alternatives, is also an idea the 
city is considering, Spillar said.

In order to improve the economic vitality 
of the region, transportation officials have 
said that more must be done with what exists 
of I-35.

“We have I-35 and the city built around it, 
and it is what it is,” Spillar said. “We may not 
be able to solve all the problems, but we can 
address some of the issues. Make mobility 
better, make life better.”

Find additional content and comment at  
more.impactnews.com/12040

I-35:  
then and now

From East Avenue to Interregional Highway

Over the past 50 years in Austin, there have been population growth spurts that have lead to a cycle 
of congestion and construction for I-35, as transportation planners seek to keep one of the nation’s 
major north-south arteries open and viable.

Long before bumper to bumper traffic from 51st Street to Lady Bird Lake, the road that is now I-35 in 
Austin was East Avenue, a major street that had trees and brush lining its path. 

I-35, the Interregional Highway, was first proposed with Proposition 6 in 1946. The plan was to include 
I-35 in the Great International Highway project, which intended to connect roadways from Alaska to 
Argentina.

Austinites were given a choice: take the Highway Department up on its offer to build a new highway 
that could bring economic vitality to the region, or let the project slide through Austin’s grip, thus going 
to another Texas city.

Out of 7,140 voters, 61 percent voted yes on the proposition, paving the way for a highway that would 
eventually replace East Avenue and bore through the center of downtown.

The Interregional Highway was completed in 1952. However, it was not until late 1961 that the down-
town portion of the highway, from 17th Street to the north bank of the Colorado River, was completed.

Not long after that, Austin began to outgrow the original I-35. By 1966, the Texas Highway Department 
was implementing studies to increase the capacity of the four-lane highway.

Millions of dollars, overpasses, additional lanes and decades later, Austin is again outgrowing I-35’s 
capacity with traffic jams along the road, according to recent studies.

I-35 is pictured above looking north toward Riverside Drive on June 25, 1956, when it was called 
the Interregional Highway.

I-35 near Riverside Drive is now one of the most congested locations of the highway through 
Austin. TxDOT is working to improve the corridor by increasing flow along parallel corridors and 
possibly repurposing lanes to dynamically price managed lanes.
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Segment 3 recommendations:  
I-35/Toll 45 SE/Toll 130 Alternative

The My 35 advisory committee proposed in 
January several recommendations for improving 
the entire I-35 corridor across the state. TxDOT 
officials said the recommendations will help 
guide their improvement efforts but are not 
guaranteed projects. Some improvements may 
require legislature approval. Any interstate re-
designation would require approval of the Federal 
Highway Administration.

A   Convert one general purpose lane on I-35 in 
each direction to at least one dynamically priced 
managed lane, leaving at least two non-tolled 
lanes in each direction from Hwy. 195 to Toll 
45 SE; I-35 will then be redesigned as a non-
interstate facility 

B  Widen Toll 130 to six lanes from Hwy. 195 
north of Georgetown to Toll 45 SE in Mustang 
Ridge, removing the tolls and redesignating this 
portion of Toll 130 as I-35

C  Widen Toll 45 SE to six lanes from Mustang 
Ridge to I-35 northeast of Buda, remove the tolls 
and redesignate Toll 45 SE as I-35

D  Widen Toll 130 to six lanes from Mustang 
Ridge to I-10 in Seguin and remove the tolls;  
portion would remain designated as Toll 130

E1   E2   E3   Improve the two north/
northeastern San Antonio I-35/I-410 interchanges 
and the I-35/Loop 1604 interchange in north 
San Antonio as the second priority project for 
Segment 3; estimated cost between $600 million 
and $900 million

F  Upgrade Loop 1604 S to a six-lane controlled 
access facility from I-35 NE in Live Oak to I-10 
E. south of Converse for approximately eight 
miles as the third priority project for Segment 3; 
estimated cost between $300 million and  
$400 million

G  Upgrade US 183 to a four-lane, full freeway 
from Hwy. 290 northeast of downtown Austin 
to Hwy. 71 southeast of downtown Austin for 
approximately eight miles as the fourth priority 
project in Segment 3; estimated cost between 
$200 million and $300 million

Source: I-35 Corridor Advisory Committee



20 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

BUSINESS

By Phyllis Gasper

Abraham’s Shoe Repair
Three generations put heart and ‘sole’ into their work

E arly on a Tuesday morning at Abraham’s 
Shoe Repair, owner David Abraham inspects 
two pairs of boots. One pair needed stretch-

ing, the other a new set of soles. Abraham talks 
through the entire process with the customer, 
before tagging the boots and setting a date for pick-
up. Communicating with customers is a strong 
point of Abraham’s Shoe Repair. 

“I love talking to people,” Abraham said.
The small shop is located at the intersection of 

Braker Lane and Burnet Road. Amid dozens of 
boots, shoes, brushes and dust, the workbench 
boasts a variety of tools. One wall displays pictures 
Abraham’s son drew as a child, long before he 
started studying art in college. 

At Abraham’s Shoe Repair, many members of 
the family have pitched in to help operate the shop.

“Customers always remember Aunt Rose. She 
worked in the shop until she was 89 years old. My 
son still shines shoes in the summertime,” Abra-
ham said.

David Abraham’s uncle, Abraham Abraham, 
started the family business. He learned the trade 
from his uncle John Nicholas, who also had a shop 
in Austin. 

In 1947, after returning from World War II, Abra-
ham Abraham opened his first shop downtown on 
Seventh Street, where they did 200 to 300 shines a 

day, David Abraham said. 
Over the past 60 years, Abraham’s Shoe Repair 

has undergone a lot of change. In 1984, the Abra-
ham family opened a second shoe shop location in 
Northwest Austin. For several years David Abra-
ham ran both shops, until deciding to downsize to 
keep it small. 

In 2001, the downtown location closed so that 
Abraham could focus on one shop. 

“We used to be much larger and did five times as 
much business, but it’s more fun this way,” he said.

Most important to Abraham is the ability to keep 
better quality by staying small. 

Abraham’s Shoe Repair now focuses on the busi-
ness of old, traditional shoe shops. In recent years, 
Abraham has backed off from repairing saddles, 
boat covers, purses and belts, instead trying to focus 
on shoes only. 

“Before I started in shoe repair, I worked in the 
retail corporate world. I made more money in the 
early ’80s than I do now,” Abraham said. “But I 
enjoy what I’m doing a lot more now. If I do some-
thing right or do something wrong, it’s all on me.”

David Abraham proudly continues his family’s 60-year-old business.
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  Abraham’s Shoe Repair employed 13 
shoe shiners at its downtown location.

  Sole repairs are one of the most com-
mon needs of customers.

Abraham’s Shoe Repair
11005 Burnet Road, Ste. 103
835-1683  

Braker Ln.

Kramer Ln.
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Time and Again, Our Heart  
Program Comes in First.

For six years in a row, HealthGrades® has ranked Heart Hospital of 
Austin as the number one heart program in Texas, an accomplishment 
no other hospital has achieved.  What’s more, Thomson Reuters ranks 
us as one of the Nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® for Cardiovascular Care 
— for the fifth time. Here, we put patients and their families first. 
That’s why we’re dedicated to providing the highest quality care and 
achieving better outcomes. And it’s why we’re recognized by so many 
quality-rating organizations. So if you’re seeking the best in heart care, 
choose the hospital that ranks at the top. 

SIX YEARS
IN A ROW

512-407-7000 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

HHA_QualityRR.indd   1 2/15/11   10:28 AM

S. Bell 
Blvd.

183A

Lakeline 
Blvd.

Little Elm Trail

Lakeline Oaks Dr.

Old Mill Rd.

1905 S. Lakeline B lvd.
Lakeline Oaks

Cypress 
Creek Rd.

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

Experience the Best in Friends, Food & Fun! 
Lakeline Oaks o� ers Freedom Dining, and a variety of 
fun and creative activities in a friendly luxurious resort-
style community. Come live with us and experience the 
freedom to enjoy life!

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd 
luxury, excitement, independence, security, and conve-
nience all in a place that you can call home, look no further 
than Provident Crossings. 

1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank 
 • 150 Seat Theatre

 • No entrance fee & no lease!
 • Fine dining
 • 150 Seat Theatre
 • Weekly housekeeping

 •  Delicious Meals, with
Extended Dining hours 

 • Fitness Center
 •  All utilites, 

local phone and internet

(512) 331-4100 

(512) 671-7771

OPENING APRIL 1ST!

35

45
TOLL

Gattis School Rd.

S. AW Grimes Blvd.
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W hen Yolanda Snyder started 
working at a Golden Chick res-
taurant in Northwest Austin, she 

had no way of knowing that she would 
one day become a member of the owners’ 
family and go on to run another of their 
businesses. 

The Golden Chick’s manager was Patrick 
Zabaneh, son of the franchise’s owners. In 
the same shopping center was the Zabaneh 
family’s other business, a boutique called 
Victoria’s Gifts and Collectibles. 

Victoria’s, which opened in 1991 at 
13450 Research Blvd., is something of a 
collector’s dream—a neighborhood shop, 
filled with personalized gifts for weddings, 
christenings and soldiers far from home. 

With retirement in mind, Jim and 
Nancy Zabaneh sold the shop in 1999 to 
a friend, Tom Kim. The Zabanehs were 
surprised to find that, 10 years later, their 
daughter-in-law would want to buy the 
shop and bring it back into the family. But 
after helping out at the shop while still 
in high school, Yolanda Zabaneh simply 
missed the place. 

“I remember telling Patrick that I wished 
they had never sold it,” she said. 

Over the years, the Zabanehs have 
become quite attached to the small trinkets 
that make up the 30-plus lines they carry. 
They even have a collection of wounded 
pieces that they have not had the heart 
to part with, including a miniature horse 
missing all four feet. 

“We want [the collectibles] to go to good 
homes,” Yolanda Zabaneh said. 

They find their assortment mostly at 
trade shows in Dallas but have traveled 
widely for their selection, from Las Vegas 
to San Francisco. They get requests for 
items and research to decide which pieces 

Victoria’s Gifts owner Yolanda Zabaneh displays one of her favorite pieces in the shop called “Celestial.”

they will purchase.
Established brands, such as Willow 

Tree, Precious Moments and Jim Shore, 
line the shelves. Hummel figurines from 
Germany and the political and historical 
caricatures in the Pot Belly collection add 
to the shop’s variety.

“You can’t find what we have at any 
Hallmark,” said Zabaneh, speaking of 
items such as the rare “The House of 
Usher” sculpture modeled after Edgar 
Allan Poe’s story. 

With a recent storefront revamp and a 
seasonal window display, Zabaneh said she 
hopes to attract new customers, along with 
collectors. 

“We are so close to the neighborhood 
behind us,” she said. “We want people in 
the neighborhood to stop by on their way 
out or come in on their way to get gas.” 

On any given business day, customers 
are likely to find the whole family, with the 
exception of Patrick, who now owns A To 
Z Automotive on Lamar Boulevard. Nancy 
Zabaneh knows the intricate details of 
every piece and is open about sharing that 
knowledge with customers. 

And it is hospitality that the Zabanehs 
say sets Victoria’s apart. 

“Customers get more help and attention 
here,” Jim Zabaneh said.

By Miranda Hudson

Victoria’s Gifts and Collectibles 
Zabaneh family specializes in hospitality and variety
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Victoria’s Gifts and Collectibles, 
13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 11 
250-5855 
www.victoriasgiftsandcollectibles.com 

Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m;  
Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Anderson 
MIll Rd.

183

COMBAT VETERAN JEFF STRUECKER
“It’s what you do right now that 

makes a di� erence.”

In the � lm, Black Hawk Down, Je�  Struecker is 
remembered for reminding a reluctant, battle-weary 
soldier, “It’s what you do right now that makes a 
di� erence.”

Be our guest on Sunday, March 27 at 10:00am as 
Major Struecker shares this challenge with us.

 www.HillcrestAustin.org 

3838 Steck Avenue 
Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771

Je�  Strueker is a decorated combat veteran who served as an 
army chaplain before retiring. He now serves as an associate
pastor at Calvary Baptist Church in Columbus, GA.

Join us for our next Northwest 
Business Council luncheon as Dave 
Porter and Susan Davenport from 
the Austin Chamber give an update 
on the Chamber’s ongoing economic 
development and business retention 
and expansion initiatives in the 
Northwest.  

Tuesday, April 12, 2011
11:30 a.m. Check In & Networking
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Program & Lunch

Maggiano’s at the Domain
10910 Domain Drive
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Waterford 
Centre Blvd.

LoLo

Want one?
We’ve got laptops 

starting at $199

Hours: 10 am-7pm Monday-Friday 
12pm-5pm Saturday

2929 Longhorn Blvd., Ste. 101

www.parts-people.com

We are the Dell laptop Experts
100,000 Dell laptops, parts, and accessories

(512) 339-1990
Locally owned and operated since 2002

$10 O� 
Any Purchase

with minimum purchase of $10, 
no cash value and no cash back

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2009 Volvo 
XC90 3.2 SUV
$32,375
4 door SUV, 3.2L I-6 cyl, Automatic 
transmission, 26,423 miles. 
Stock Number: GP2502. Vin: 
YV4CY982991495335. 
Model Code: XC90 3.2 FWD A SR 7

2010 Subaru 
Outback 2.5i Premium

$24,050

2008 Audi 
A4 2.0T 
Convertible
$32,075
2 door Convertible, 2.0L I-4 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 6,473 
miles. Stock Number: AP5484. 
Vin: WAUEF48H18K016632. 
Model Code: 8HE5EL

miles. Stock Number: AP5484. 
Vin: WAUEF48H18K016632.
Model Code: 8HE5EL

YV4CY982991495335. 
Model Code: XC90 3.2 FWD A 
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2.5L H-4 cyl, Variable 
transmission, 10,493 miles. 
Stock Number: ZP4689. Vin: 
4S4BRCGC4A3362845. Model 
Code: ADD
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DINING

The Steeping Room
Encouraging community, a sip and a nibble at a time

Amy March said some of her fondest 
childhood memories were shared 
over a cup of tea with her mother 

and grandmothers, so spreading her pas-
sion for the soothing beverage seemed like 
a natural next step

“As a child, tea was just part of my fam-
ily. We drank tea every day,” March said. 
“The treasured things I have from my 
deceased grandmothers are their teapots 
and tea collections.”

In March 2007, March and her long-
time friend Emily Morrison opened The 
Steeping Room, which focuses on tea and 
healthy, well-balanced meals made from 
scratch. Located at 11410 Century Oaks 
Terrace, The Steeping Room was one of 
the first two restaurants to open at The 
Domain.

Prior to opening The Steeping Room, 
March ran a holistic health practice in 
New York and worked as a personal chef 
specializing in tea. After moving to Austin 
seven years ago, she teamed up with 
Morrison—who has worked as a caterer 
and restaurant manager—and they began 
developing the concept for The Steeping 
Room. 

The modern-style cafe is decorated with 
cactus and colorful teapots and includes 
an indoor dining room and outdoor patio. 
March said she and Morrison created the 
space to appeal to all kinds of people, from 
business people on lunch break to parents 
having tea parties with their children. 

“We view it as a space of community 
meeting,” March said. “Tea is a very social 
beverage.”

The restaurant’s overarching principle 
is to offer healthy foods influenced by the 
teas it serves and the cultures from which 
they come. The Steeping Room sells up to a 
120 types of tea from countries around the 
world, including China, Japan, India and 
South Africa. 

The food has no artificial ingredients, 

and almost everything on the menu can 
be made gluten-free. The eatery also offers 
a wide range of vegetarian and vegan 
options. 

March and Morrison said it was impor-
tant that they serve food they personally 
feel good about eating. 

“They’re simple ingredients that are art-
fully combined, and they’re well balanced,” 
Morrison said. “People get addicted to this 
food in a weird way, and I know it’s not 
because we’re putting in a bunch of salt or 
sugar.”

The Steeping Room’s menu includes a 
variety of sandwiches, salads, soups and 
desserts. One of the restaurant’s most 
popular dishes is the Buddha bowl ($10.95) 
served with the grain of the day, beans, 
sauteed organic greens, sweet potatoes and 
baked tofu, with a choice of sauce. 

For non-tea drinkers, The Steeping 
Room offers wine, beer, coffee and other 
beverages.

Although the restaurant owners are pas-
sionate about the food and teas they serve, 
they said the best part about their jobs is 
the people. 

“My goal is for everyone who walks in 
the door to feel genuinely welcome,” Mor-
rison said, “and I feel like we do that.”

By Rebecca LaFlure

Emily Morrison (left) and Amy March opened The Steeping Room in March 2007. The restaurant 
focuses on tea and healthy, well-balanced meals made from scratch. 

Tea services
The Steeping Room offers tea 
services that come with a pot of tea 
and a plate of food, often inspired by 
different tea-loving countries. 

• Century Oaks Tea Service ($19.75): 
The European-style dish comes with 
two kinds of tea sandwiches, scones, 
spread, jam, tea cake, tea cookies 
and a pot of premium tea.

• Kasbah Express ($17.75): Inspired 
by food of the Middle East, the dish 
includes dolmas, hummus, feta, 
flatbread, assorted tea cookies, 
honey-drizzled fruit and a pot of 
premium tea. 

• Zen Tea Service ($16.95): The Asian-
inspired meal includes chicken or 
tofu napa cabbage rolls, organic 
edamame, a matcha-dusted brownie 
and a pot of premium tea. 

• Children’s Tea Service ($9.75): Chil-
dren can have their own tea parties 
with the dish that includes a tea 
sandwich, scone, jam, fruit and a pot 
of premium tea or other beverage. 

Tea time
The Steeping Room hosts a tea-tasting class every Tuesday from 7–8:30 p.m. Participants 
can sample three to four kinds of tea and learn how they were processed and the countries 
from which they come. 

The Steeping Room
11410 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 112
977-8337 • www.thesteepingroom.com

Mon.–Thu., 8 a.m.–9 p.m.;  
Fri.–Sat, 8 a.m.–10 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Local leaders discuss 
regional development
Compiled by Amy Deis 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquar-
ters featuring leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in 
Central Texas.

In February, Gary Farmer, president of Heritage Title Company and 
co-founder of Opportunity Austin; Tim Crowley, regional president 
of Frost Bank and chairman of Opportunity Austin; and Dave Porter, 
senior vice president of economic development for the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce, discussed Central Texas’ economic develop-
ment and transportation.

Opportunity Austin is an economic development initiative, started 
by the chamber in 2004, to foster job creation in the region.
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From left: Dave Porter, Tim Crowley and Gary Farmer, all stakeholders with the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, shared 
their knowledge on development in the region Feb. 3.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12030

What do we need to be watching 
and be aware of with Austin’s 
economic development?

Farmer: Austin has prospered 
in times and suffered in times. 
Those swings were very radical 
back when we were a govern-
ment and education community 
and just started in the tech biz. 
One thing we wanted to do was 
diversify the economy so it would 
become sustainable so we could 
mitigate these big ups and big 
downs. A big down time brought 
about the call to create Oppor-
tunity Austin [the economic 

development arm of the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce].
What types of high-impact jobs 
in the technology sector have we 
lost, and what does our business 
community need to do to draw 
those types of jobs back in?

Porter: A lot of those [semi-
conductor] jobs just won’t be 
replaced, which is why we are 
working hard to diversify. We’re 
working more in life sciences to 
bring biotech, life science compa-
nies to Austin. The creative media 
is a huge growing tech sector, 
so we’re trying to diversify and 

bring more creative media, game 
developers to Austin. Clean ener-
gies—it’s probably the biggest and 
hottest sector that’s growing. So 
we’re trying to replace those lost 
jobs with the same type of skill 
set in different industry sectors.
How do you balance regionalism?

Farmer: What we’ve all come 
to understand is that if a com-
pany relocates in Georgetown, 
there’s an accretive benefit in San 
Marcos. If a company locates in 
Bastrop, there’s an economic ben-
efit in Cedar Park. We’re going 
to rise and fall as a region. What 

the chamber does is try to put 
companies in contact with the 
communities where they might 
best be served. We’re agnostic as 
to where a company might go. We 
really don’t care.
What is the future of 
transportation in the Austin area?

Farmer: If we’re going to have 
roads in Central Texas in the 
immediate future, they’re most 
likely to be toll roads.

 Crowley: [The MetroRail] 
is great if you want to get from 
Leander to downtown or the 
seven stops along the way. The 

real key is what do you do with 
those folks once they get to 
downtown Austin? Of course 
you’ve seen [Austin] Mayor [Lee] 
Leffingwell discuss having an 
urban rail package of some kind 
for voters in 2012.

 The mayor’s plan ... makes a lot 
of sense, and it’s going to cost a 
lot of money and a lot of short-
term pain. Austin’s population is 
doubling every 20 years. We can’t 
continue to put another 25,000 
to 40,000 cars a year on the road 
system we have.
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Comment at more.impactnews.com/12030

Youth and family resource centers

LifeWorks
8913 Collinfield Drive
324-6870
www.lifeworksaustin.org
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LifeWorks
Providing resources for youth, families in crisis

E ach year, LifeWorks helps 
more than 10,000 families 
and at-risk youths make the 

transition from crisis to safety. 
Soon, the nonprofit will be 

able to help even more people. In 
January, the organization broke 
ground on a 31,000–square–foot 
youth and family resource center 
in East Austin that will increase 
available services by 25 percent.

“Throughout everything we 
do—because we deal with popu-
lations and youth that have been 
through a lot—our central belief 
is that every youth deserves at 
least one adult who is going to 
be unconditionally supportive 
of his or her success,” Executive 
Director Susan McDowell said. 

LifeWorks originated in 1998 
through the merger of four 
service-based nonprofits—Child 
and Family Service, Pathways 
Community Counseling, Teen-
age Parent Council and Youth 
Options—to help people receive 
access to all the services they 

need through one group.
According to its director, Life-

Works is known for helping three 
core populations: youths living on 
the street, children aging out of 
the foster care system and teenage 
or young parents.

LifeWorks helps these individu-
als by offering services ranging 
from crisis intervention counsel-
ing to GED courses and life train-
ing skills.

Its goal is to help individuals 
achieve self-sufficiency, provide 
support wherever necessary 
and strengthen families dealing 
with emotional distress by using 
inherent strengths. 

McDowell, whose background 
is in adult education, said two 
inspiring things she sees daily 
are the resiliency of those who 
come to LifeWorks despite what 
they have been through and their 
determination to move forward 
with their lives. 

“We are, at heart, a youth and 
family service organization that 

has a broad spectrum of services 
to support youth and families 
that are struggling in the areas 
of mental health, homelessness 
and education,” she said. 

LifeWorks is a local-only  
nonprofit, said Brett Barnes, 
director of development and 
external relations. 

“Everything that is invested in 
us through corporate or individ-
ual sponsors stays in our Austin 
community,” he said.

LifeWorks has 170 employ-
ees working at nine buildings 
throughout Austin, including 
three youth and family resource 
centers in South, Central and 
North Austin, as well as an 
education center that focuses on 
adult education. 

The nonprofit also has a 
street outreach center, emer-
gency shelter, transitional 
living shelter, young moms and 
babies shelter, and two sup-
portive housing centers located 
throughout the Austin area.

Executive Director Susan   
 McDowell said the most 

inspiring part of her job is 
seeing people's resilience. 

NONPROFIT

By Kate Hull

LifeWorks has three youth and family 
resource centers in Austin. 

•	 North office, 8913 Collinfield Drive, 
324-6870

•	 South office, 3700 S. First St. 
735-2400

•	 East Central office, 2001 Chicon St., 
735-2100

The LifeWorks Education Center is 
located at 1910 E. MLK Blvd., and 
the nonprofit just broke ground on a 
second center in East Austin.

Payton Gin Rd.
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When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!
Busy Families and Individuals:

MIGRAINE

BUMPED 

HEAD 

(STITCHES)

days, evenings and weekends.

WAHOO!®
 we’ll call you when your 

exam room is ready.

Most major insurance accepted

FEVER

EARACHE

1-888-306-5311

Open 7 Days A Week;
Extended Hours
AUSTIN (Pecan Park)
12701 FM 620
AUSTIN
6001 W. William Cannon, Ste. 302
ROUND ROCK 
1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
GEORGETOWN
900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 105NextCareImpact.com

TXnorth_Comm-ImpactNewsPpr_QTR4c_032511.indd   1 2/11/11   1:58:24 PM

And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most innocent 
faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people nourished by our Capital 
Area Food Bank is a child. And the need for food assistance among our 
neighbors has increased more than 60% in the past four years. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can solve 
hunger. With your help.

Advocate. Donate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits 
can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

For details and more money-saving rebates for your

home or business, visit www.TexasGasService.com,

e-mail Conservation@TexasGasService.com

or call us at (512) 370-8243.

BUYING A NEW GAS WATER HEATER?
MONEY’S WAITING FOR YOU.
No doubt about it, efficient natural gas appliances help you save money and energy. Plus, when you 

purchase a tankless or super-high-efficiency gas water heater, you may receive $300 in rebates* 

from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program.
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Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Now Open
Downtown Austin Roving 
food trailer Coreanos recently 
opened to serve Korean 
and Mexican-style dishes to 
downtown diners. Menu items 
range from $3.50 to $6. The 
trailer is located at the intersec-
tion of Congress Avenue and 
16th Street for lunch during 
the week and travels to other 
downtown locations for dinner; 
check its website for a schedule. 
www.coreanostx.com, Twitter: 
@coreanosTX

Round Rock Safari Champ, 
an indoor play place for kids, 
opened Feb. 8 at 1400 E. Old 
Settlers Blvd., Ste. 200, Round 
Rock. Owner Sarah Khamisa 
likened Safari Champ to 
Chuck E. Cheese’s without 
the video games. The busi-
ness serves pizza, Amy’s Ice 
Creams, sandwiches and 
salads. Admission for children 
12–23 months is $3 and $7.50 
for older children. Adults 
and children younger than 12 
months are free. 828-0000, 
www.safarichamp.com

Hutto Pet store Kodey’s Krit-
ters opened at 677 W. Front 
St., Hutto, on Dec. 18. Owner 
Kodey Davis sells pet supplies 
and food and offers puppies, 
fish, birds, reptiles, rabbits, 
prairie dogs and guinea pigs 
for adoption. 642-3220

In the News
Central Austin Post Prop-
erties Inc., the development 
company behind Austin’s Four 
Seasons Residences, announced 
Feb. 9 it will build a $41.7 
million apartment complex 
on South Lamar Boulevard. 
While the exact location has 
not been disclosed, the project 
is expected to include 298 
apartment units and more than 
8,500 square feet of retail space.

Round Rock Amazon.com 
named Round Rock the 12th 
most romantic city in America 
on Feb. 8. based on sales 
data of romance novels and 
relationship books, romantic 
comedy movies, Barry White 
albums and sexual wellness 
products since Jan. 1 on a per 
capita basis in cities with more 
than 100,000 residents.  
www.amazon.com

West Lake Hills Rob Case’s 
philosophy at Trianon Coffee is 
to simply offer high-quality prod-
ucts in a comfortable environ-
ment. His challenge to Austinites 
is even simpler—buy local and 
iconic businesses will survive.

The owner, husband and father 
of three lives locally, supports 
local schools and, upon buying 
Trianon in 2007, began filling 
the shop with locally produced 
products.

At a time when coffee is avail-
able at nearly every street corner, 
Case strives to draw customers 
to his side of the rift between 
independent entrepreneurs like 
himself and what he jokingly 
refers to as the “evil empire.” 

“I think when everything is 
the same, you begin to get used 
to mediocrity,” he said. “[Chains] 

Marketplace Taylor 
to revamp Walmart 
building on Main 
Street

Residents: Noise policy out of tune, needs revision

Developer exploring options along Chisholm Trail Road

Trianon Coffee

Taylor The former Walmart 
building on North Main Street in 
Taylor is poised to get a makeover 
as a management company plans 
to convert it into space for startup 
businesses. Marketplace Taylor 
is expected to be open at 2705 N. 
Main St. in May.

“Taylor is just ripe for some-
thing like this to come in,” said 
Ronda Dukes, general manager of 
Marketplace Taylor.

Marketplace Austin LTD, the 
company responsible for launch-
ing a market on North Lamar 
Boulevard in Austin, has come to 
an agreement with Capital Leas-
ing Management & Sales to lease 

the facility, according to the City 
of Taylor.

“Our business model for 
eight years has been to renovate 
existing buildings, and then 
offer them to rent for startup 
or family-owned businesses,” 
said Mark Gindin, Marketplace 
Austin LTD general manager and 
chief financial officer. 

The company leases, renovates 
and maintains big buildings. 
Then they rent space on the week-
ends to entrepreneurs who do not 
have the financial strength to pay 
for their own location.

Top Stories

News Report Business

try to brand everything, and some 
things just shouldn’t be branded.”

The 26-year-old shop was 
named after Le Petit Trianon, a 
chateau on the grounds of the Pal-
ace of Versailles in Paris inhabited 
at one time by Marie Antoinette.

City of Austin’s
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Downtown Austin An 
influx of residents in Central 
Austin is causing growing 
pains that have some spend-
ing thousands of dollars to 
“noise proof” their homes 
in an effort to block outside 
sounds, local leaders say.

Noise pollution has 
become more of an issue over 
time as downtown and its 
surrounding neighborhoods 
have evolved into residential 
destinations. Still, pockets 
of downtown that lie next to 
those neighborhoods, such 

as West Sixth Street and 
Rainey Street, are sought 
out as nightlife hotspots. The 
increased activity is affect-
ing residents miles away, said 
Jamie Lagarde, past president 
of the Downtown Austin 
Neighborhood Association.

“What’s happening is you 
have an area that is really 
not designed for a residential 
community, but that’s what it 
is now,” Lagarde said. “I think 
downtown is really becoming 
much more of a residential 
neighborhood than it has 

ever been before. And some 
of those things have to be 
looked at.” 

One problem is the City 
of Austin’s designation of 
an “entertainment district,” 
which gives special, more 
lenient noise allowances to 
certain areas. The proposed 
Downtown Austin Plan calls 
for only two entertainment 
districts—East Sixth Street 
and the Warehouse District, 
south of Fifth Street.

Round Rock A major new 
commercial development 
could be in the works in Round 
Rock as developer Highland 
Resources Inc. is exploring its 
options on two parcels of land 
totaling nearly 140 acres near 
I-35 and FM 3406.

The city has already paused 
on a portion of its $6.16 mil-
lion planned renovations to 
Chisholm Trail Road after 
representatives for Highland 
Resources approached the city 
about the roadway, which bisects 
the two properties.

The land, which Highland 
Resources has owned for more 
than 20 years, represents valu-
able space, both for potential 
retailers and for the tax rolls of 

the city, county and Round Rock 
school district, said city and 
county officials.

Only now, after the rapid 
growth of Round Rock has sur-
rounded the land with both resi-
dential and commercial traffic, is 
the developer seriously looking 
at transforming the property.

“They feel like it’s mature 
enough now to be developed 
into a retail site,” said Joe Vin-
ing, senior vice president of 
economic development for the 
Round Rock chamber.

Surrounded by hotels and res-
taurants, and situated near the 
site of the expected Round Rock 
sports complex, the Highland 
Resources land is one of the few 
remaining undeveloped tracts 

of its size in Williamson County 
along I-35.

The land in question is owned 
by Chisholm Trail Develop-
ers Venture, according to Wil-
liamson County tax records. 
Chisholm Trail Developers 
Venture is part of Highland 
Resources, a development com-
pany that also owns land along 
Hwy. 79 at A.W. Grimes.

The land west of Chisholm 
Trail Road is an 83.167-acre tract 
that has an agricultural special 
exemption on property taxes. 
On the east sits 54.756 acres with 
frontage road access along I-35, 
flanked by a number of hotels 
and restaurants.

35

IT’S A NEW STAY.®
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Full story by Taylor Short at 
more.impactnews.com/11506

Full story by Suzanne Haberman at 
more.impactnews.com/11454

Full story by Andrea Leptinsky at 
more.impactnews.com/11630

Full story by Blake Rasmussen at 
more.impactnews.com/11773
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CORRIDOR

Spicewood Springs Road-US 183-McNeil Drive

The intersection of US 183 where 
Spicewood Springs Road transitions 
into McNeil Drive features numerous 
locally owned restaurants, businesses 
and service shops. Canyon Vista Middle 
School is just one mile west down the 
road, where Spicewood Springs winds 
south to the Capital of Texas Hwy.

Businesses

1   Marcia Stokes took over ownership 
of The Mail Store and Gift Shop 
in 1993. The shop, 8650 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. 145, offers USPS, 
UPS and FedEx services and sells a 
variety of gifts for the home garden, 
collegiate gear, jewelry and crosses. 
258-3086, www.mailstoreaustin.com

2   Offering a taste of China, Taiwan, 
Japan and Korea, Asia Market, 8650 
Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 115, 
carries a wide selection of grocery items, 
prepared foods and fine china.  
331-5780, www.asiamarketaustin.com 

3   Sports collectibles and memorabilia 
is the name of the game at Card 
Traders of Austin, 8650 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. 128. The shop, 
owned by Walt Case, Craig Vernier and 
Jim Bailey, specializes in collectibles 
for Texas teams and gaming. 250-0958, 
www.cardtradersofaustin.com

4   Jozito George operates Indian 
grocery store Apna Bazaar, 8650 

Compiled by Amy Deis

Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 133-B. 
The store offers a wide range of Indian 
grocery items and products, including 
spices. 249-0202,  
www.apnabazaaraustin.com

Dining

5   In December 2009, Keith Dartez and 
Shannon Landry opened Cajun Pizza 
Place, 7318 McNeil Drive, Ste. 111. The 
shop serves a variety of sandwiches 
and make-your-own pizzas. The house 
special has pepperoni, sausage, onions, 
green peppers, mushrooms and olives. 
291-7997, www.cajunpizzaplace.com

6   Charles Anderson and Ray 
McEachern bought The Water Tank 
Bar and Grill, 7309 McNeil Road in 
1994, although the bar has been around 
since 1986. The bar serves hamburgers, 
tacos and chicken fried steak and has a 
breakfast menu on weekends. 331-9831, 
www.austinwatertank.com

7   Asia Cafe, 8650 Spicewood Springs 
Road, Ste. 114A, says it offers an 
authentic taste of China with specialties 
such as frog legs and pig intestines. Asia 
Café has dine-in, carry-out and private 
party options for diners. 331-5788,  
www.asiacafeaustin.com

8   For the past 13 years, owner 
Catherine Slocombe has been serving 
up homemade Louisiana favorites at 
Sambet’s Cajun Deli, 8650 Spicewood 

Springs Road, Ste. 111. Homemade 
breads for muffulettas and po’boys, 
gumbo, jambalaya and crawfish etoufee 
are deli specialties. Even the condiments 
are homemade. During the spring 
crawfish season, Slocombe sells live 
crawfish and hosts boils on Fridays 
and Saturdays. Customers also may 
purchase Louisiana-made hot sauce, 
spices and marinades. 258-6410,  
www.sambets.com

9   Howard and Ivy Lee opened Ivy’s 
Deli, 8650 Spicewood Springs Road, 
Ste. 117 in early January. The deli offers 
a variety of authentic Hong Kong dishes. 
Howard Lee said their goal is to offer 
healthier options like tofu pudding, juices 
made from organic fruits and vegetables 
and congee, a dish made from rice 
water. 574-4608, www.ivysdeli.com

Service

10   Monnie Hightower opened Pinup 
Salon in June 2010 at 7318 McNeil Drive, 
Ste. 110. The salon offers various hair 
services, waxing, makeup and nails. 
Specialties include the Brazilian blowout 
and hair extensions using feathers or 
tinsel. The salon caters to women, men 
and children. 258-4244,  
www.pinupsalonaustin.com

11   For more than three years, Austin 
Cleaners, 7318 McNeil Road, Ste. 104, 
has been providing green dry cleaning, 
wedding dress preservation and a hanger 

recycling program. Owners Adam Dartez 
and Jeff Judy plan to start a delivery 
service in the next couple of months. 
219-6959, www.austincleaners.net

12   Budget Lube and Car Wash, 8661 
Spicewood Springs Road, has provided 
oil changes and minor mechanical work 
on vehicles for more than 30 years. The 
store also offers vehicle maintenance 
and has a self-serve car wash. 258-5545

Public

13   Spicewood Springs branch of the 
Austin Public Library system, 8637 
Spicewood Springs Road, has been 
around for 26 years. The 13,025-square-
foot library has nearly 60,000 books, 
audiobooks, DVDs and CDs on hand and 
hosts two monthly book clubs. Nancy 
Toombs is the managing librarian.  
974-3800, www.cityofaustin.org/library

14   The Jollyville Water Transmission 
Main will run under the Spicewood 
Springs and US 183 intersection, 
carrying water from Water Treatment 
Plant 4, near the intersection of FM 2222 
and RM 620, to the Jollyville Reservoir at 
McNeil Drive and US 183. Construction 
is scheduled to start in October and end 
March 2014.

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 

The list is not comprehensive.
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we are always the same 
age inside. —gertrude stein

 Introducing The Health Care 
Center at Longhorn Village 
retirement community, Austin’s 
exceptional choice, where age 
is honored, beauty inspires and 
care revolves around resident 
convenience.  An extraordinary 
setting of wellness and vitality 
that champions the youthful 
spirit inside each person.  With 
all private accommodations; all 
the advantages of a new brand of exceptional senior care.  Call 
(512) 382-4664 today for your personal tour, or write to us at 
HealthCare@LonghornVillage.com.

Now Open! Direct admission is available 
with no entrance fee:

•	 Assisted	Living	(highest level 
 licensed in Texas)
•	 Rehabilitation	&	Skilled	Nursing
•	 Memory	Care	&	Alzheimer's	Support

12001 Longhorn Parkway • Steiner ranch  
auStin, tX 78732 • www.LonghornviLLage.com

THE HEALTH CARE CENTER AT

 
These garden homes, located in an established community, are now available for individual sale.

• Single level ground fl oor homes
• Surrounded by large oak trees

• Private fenced in backyards
• Davis Elementary, Murchison 

Middle School, Anderson High

2 Bedroom homes starting at 
only $89,500!

Listed by Phil Trietsch, Realtor

512.632.0004
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your local Pella Showroom

888-429-4091
pellareplacement.com/ACMTY

Contact Pella for a free, no-pressure in-home consultation today.

Austin 9222 Burnet Road, Suite 106 
San Antonio 6510 Blanco Road 

25%

OFF
 inSTAllATiOn1

SAlE
FlExiblE  

FinAnCing  
AvAilAblE2

ACT
nOw!

SAlE EndS
APRil 12.

OR

we do the work. You do the saving.
Plus, you may qualify for a 2011 federal tax credit of up to  
$500 by purchasing Pella® windows and doors.3 So contact Pella today!

1 Valid for installation on replacement projects only and must be installed by Pella professionals. Only valid on select Pella® products. Not valid with 
any other offer or promotion. Prior sales excluded. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details. Offer ends 04/12/11. 2 Financing available 
to qualified customers only. Financing may not be combined with product offers. Prior sales excluded. 3 Consult with your local Pella professional 
to determine which products are eligible. Windows and doors must be purchased and installed by 12/31/11 to be eligible for 10% up to $200 
off windows and 10% up to $500 off doors. Up to a $500 lifetime credit is available. Consult with a qualified tax advisor to confirm eligibility.  
Visit pella.com/taxcredit for more information.  © 2011 Pella Corporation

window & door 
replacement
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REAL ESTATE

Hunters Chase
Austin – 78729

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst Realty

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

7 1 77

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

33 1,291/3,112 $164,550/$285,000

On the market  (As of March 8, 2011) Home sales  (March 2010–March 2011)

8221 Canola Bend  $329,950
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,544 sq. ft.
Agent: Dee Wooldridge, Dee Wooldridge CSR
731-2248

12416 Mallard Lane  $265,000
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,159 sq. ft.
Agent: Ginger Auel, Auel & Associates
426-0358

12602 Hunters Chase $208,900
4 Bedroom / 4 Bath 2,657 sq. ft.
Agent: Mike Cusimano, 
Premiere Team Real Estate, 346-6808

12515 Turkey Ridge  $199,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,215 sq. ft.
Agent: Russell Tam, Keller Williams Realty
448-4111

Featured homes

Build-out year: 1998, 2002

Builders: unknown

Number of homes: unknown

Square footage: 1,291 sq. ft.–3,719 sq. ft.

Home values: $152,500–$315,000

HOA dues (estimated): $60/quarterly; $420 
annual for Estates at Hunter’s Chase

Amenities: Community playground, swimming 
pool, tennis courts

Nearby attractions: Lakeline Mall, Town and 
Country Optimist Club Youth Sports Complex

Nearby Parks: Greenbelt

Property taxes:

Williamson County ESD No. 1 0.1 
Williamson County 
0.459999 
Austin Community College 0.0951 
Springwoods MUD 0.445 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.03 
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 0.02

Total (per $100 value) _____________1.150099

Schools:

Round Rock ISD
1311 Round Rock Ave.
464-5000 • www.roundrockisd.org

• Pond Springs Elementary School
• Deerpark Middle School
• McNeil High School 

Overview

Anderson Mill Rd.

McNeil Dr.

Pond Springs Rd.

Parm
er Ln.

183

TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY LIGHTING & CEILING FANS | ENERGY EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS
CUSTOM LIGHTING DESIGNS | LANDSCAPE LIGHTING | CABINET LIGHTING | RECESSED LIGHTING

INSTALLATION SERVICES | TABLE & FLOOR LAMPS | LIGHT BULBS

Residential lighting is rapidly changing like never 
before. Let one of our showroom representatives help 
you fi nd a creative solution for your lighting needs.

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM; SATURDAY 10AM-4PM

Locally owned and operated. TECL 26682

15342 N IH 35, Austin, TX 78728 | (512) 251-0000 | www.LegendAustin.com

Better lighting. Better living.

PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE 

15% OFF ANY ONE LIGHTING FIXTURE!
Some limitations apply.  Not valid for ceiling fans, cabinet, recessed, 

landscape or low voltage lighting systems.  Expires 4/22/2011.  NWA0311

“� e Key to All of Your 
Real Estate Needs”
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13497 U.S. Hwy 183, North Suite #350
512.219.1122 • ww.theonlinegunshop.com

GUN SHOW
PRICES 
EVERYDAY

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!

10%
OVER COST
on new guns
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 11103 Crossland Drive 4br/2ba $259,900 2,291 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 11112 Miramar Drive 4br/2ba $300,000 3,053 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 10817 Broken Brook Cove 5br/3ba $419,900 3,750 Siobhan McCullough 767-6757 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 11119 Brista Way 4br/2ba $325,000 3,256 Julie Pratt 250-1540 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 10245 Ember Glen Drive 4br/2ba $269,000 2,209 Carol Strickland 426-2381 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78726 Canyon Creek 10225 Chestnut Ridge Drive 5br/4ba $388,250 3,700 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Grandview Hills 8017 Davis Mountain Pass 5br/3ba $361,500 3,007 Susan Conti 750-9965 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78727 Ashton Woods Condo 4220 Wild Iris 3br/2ba $236,111 1,632 San Juanita Schafer 423-1349 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Lamplight Village 2014 Scofield 3br/2ba $130,000 1,596 Baaba Coleman-Kumi 547-7819 Best Agents in Texas

78727 Milwood 12322 Wycliff Lane 3br/2ba $179,000 1,818 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Milwood 5812 Shreveport Drive 3br/2ba $138,500 1,252 Steve Bluestone 225-8622 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Reserve at Northwood 12515 Palfrey 4br/2ba $349,990 3,266 John Raudy 554-3749 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Ridge Condo 1900 Scofield Ridge Parkway 2br/2ba $132,000 1,089 Tamara Robertson 576-8802 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78727 Stonehaven Condo 4508 Duval Road 2br/2ba $167,000 1,502 Samantha Hale 771-4681 StoneHaven Realty

78729 Anderson Mill Village South 9624 Copper Creek 3br/2ba $189,900 2,320 Jill Leberknight 294-7296 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Los Indios 12302 Beartrap Lane 4br/2ba $215,000 2,062 Deborah Harber 637-8485 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Los Indios 12605 Oro Valley 5br/2ba $279,900 3,344 Laurie Flood 576-1504 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 13219 Kerrville Folkway 3br/2ba $205,000 1,954 Deborah Harber 637-8485 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 13315 Black Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $184,900 1,952 Nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Village Oaks 9424 Shady Oaks 3br/2ba $189,900 1,561 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Balcones Place Condo 9518 Topridge Drive 3br/2ba $182,500 1,615 David Schneider 638-6585 Goldwasser Real Estate

78750 Jester Point 8100 Bottlebrush 4br/3ba $459,900 3,053 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors, INC.

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 8902 Marybank 4br/3ba $489,900 3,218 Todd Hower 636-3970 Private Label Realty

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11517 Spicewood Parkway 4br/2ba $339,800 2,664 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 10600 Winchelsea 3br/2ba $374,900 2,775 Dannielle Cantrell 751-8588 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78750 Spicewood Estates 10531 Grand Oak Circle 4br/3ba $565,000 4,220 Jeff Gifford 775-1797 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12400 SPlaceit Rail Cove 4br/3ba $234,900 2,836 Tish Fenley-Darey 422-1597 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11900 Pecan Creek Parkway 4br/2ba $194,900 1,990 Russell Martinez 691-9383 e-Executive Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12019 Bobcat 3br/2ba $185,000 1,844 Scott Grant 294-4318 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11501 Fence Post 3br/2ba $164,900 2,002 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Quail Creek 1313 Neans Drive 2br/2ba $125,000 1,777 Alice Niven 656-2811 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood 1br/1ba $83,000 598 Jay Jay Tolentino 669-9000 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Great Hills 6606 Delmonico 4br/3ba $499,900 3,575 Allison Kelly 426-7798 Property Consultants of Austin

78759 Great Hills 6805 Chalk Hill 4br/2ba $495,000 2,993 Tish Fenley-Darey 422-1597 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78759 Mesa Village Condo 4159 Steck 3br/2ba $145,700 1,353 Deborah Howden 567-6625 Moreland Properties

78759 Northwest Estates 4205 Greenridge Place 4br/3ba $475,000 3,821 Debbi McCall 691-6772 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Oak Forest 7411 Fireoak Drive 4br/2ba $339,777 2,284 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Stillhouse Canyon Condo 4711 Spicewood Springs Road 2br/2ba $172,500 1,147 Lee Allbright 413-9520 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

Market Data Northwest Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 21 / 81 days 3 / 203 days 10 / 41 days 63 / 160 days 23 / 102 days

$150,000–$199,999 26 / 101 days 34 / 119 days 29 / 68 days 22 / 93 days 23 / 76 days

$200,000–$999,999 43 / 78 days 21 / 90 days 25 / 104 days 3 / 83 days 26 / 77 days

$300,000–$399,999 4 / 89 days 3 / 13 days 33 / 115 days 3 / 370 days 35 / 116 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 3 / 64 days 2 / 254 days 19 / 96 days

$500,000–$599,999 - - 3 / 73 days - 4 / 85 days

$600,000–$799,999 - - 3 / 112 days - 2 / 182 days

$800,000–$999,900 - - - - -

$1 million + - - - - 1 / 289 days

Month 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Feb. 2011 13 / $204,000 16 / $189,350 12 / $363,000 14 / $99,450 20 / $267,450

Feb. 2010 21 / $192,000 23 / $199,000 29 / $50,000 14 / $126,500 26 / $244,500

Jan. 2011 23 / $176,000 17 / $199,900 20 / $292,500 9 / $129,900 21 / $325,000

Dec. 2010 21 / $199,800 16 / $188,700 28 / $226,238 18 / $131,750 25 / $245,000

Nov. 2010 14 / $181,250 13 / $170,000 16 / $340,750 16 / $114,250 29 / $349,900

Oct. 2010 16 / $182,450 17 / $196,900 27 / $299,000 15 / $129,900 26 / $294,450

Sept. 2010 20 / $220,900 18 / $204,911 32 / $302,450 13 / $119,900 27 / $345,000

Aug. 2010 20 / $183,930 14 / $181,000 26 / $307,400 13 / $92,900 33 / $260,000

July 2010 22 / $208,700 21 / $179,900 26 / $353,500 15 / $134,900 30 / $362,400

On the market  (February 2011) Monthly home sales
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www.abor.com

REAL ESTATE

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

Property Listings

12605 Oro Valley $279,900

8017 Davis Mountain Pass $361,500

6606 Delmonico $499,900

10600 Winchelsea $374,900

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12025

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 2/28/2011 and 3/09/2011 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy 
of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


