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By Amy Deis
Steve Simmons, who co-owns Amy’s Ice 

Creams with wife, Amy, has finished demoli-
tion on a tract of land in Northwest Austin 
for the couple’s second Austinville location.

“It’s a balancing act, and the time is right 
to open in Northwest Austin,” he said.

Austinville in Northwest Austin, 13265 

Austinville opening in Northwest Austin by summer’s end

CAPCOG: Future  
may alter local 
growth plans
By Andrea Leptinsky

Developers, city officials and 
other stakeholders will soon need 
to rethink how Austin and its sur-
rounding areas continue to grow, 
due to projections of population, 
utility use and transportation, 
according to a report released 
in February by the Capital Area 
Council of Governments.

Unincorporated areas outside 
major cities within the 10-county 
Central Texas region will see sig-
nificant pressure placed on their 
current water systems as the pop-
ulation continues to grow outside 
Travis County. And because Tra-
vis County holds the majority of 
the jobs offered within the region, 
transportation into and out of the 
county will see significant pres-
sure. These strains will force local 
and county officials to rethink 
how they grow their areas, the 
report concluded.

“The combination of the expense 
of that, especially in the current 
budget environment, may really 
change the growth pattern we 
thought we were looking at in the 
last few years,” said David Fowler, 
CAPCOG senior planner.

Setting a direction
In late 2009, CAPCOG’s execu-

tive committee—composed of 
mayors, judges, commissioners 
and council members from Cen-
tral Texas municipalities and coun-
ties—ordered the organization to 
produce an assessment of growth 
and development.

“While this may not provide 

See CAPCOG | 15

Research Blvd., will feature an Amy’s Ice 
Creams along with a mix of dining and retail 
options, and is scheduled to open by sum-
mer’s end. Other tenants have not yet been 
signed, Simmons said.

The project has been in the works for a few 
years. It will feature locally owned businesses 
and have a similar feel to Austinville 78704, 
which opened last year at South Lamar Bou-
levard and Barton Skyway.

Simmons said he does not want his 

prospective tenants competing for business.
“The synergy is so important to Amy and 

me” he said.
Once construction gets under way, Sim-

mons also will oversee a remodeling project 
at the neighboring shopping center at 13219 
Research Blvd. Attorney Paul Terrell, who owns 
the center, plans to expand to 6,000 square feet 
and add a restaurant and two retailers. 

Michael Hsu Office of Architecture is 
designing both projects, and project manager 
Micah Land said the expanded mixed-use cen-
ter will be more visible to traffic along US 183.

“We’re maximizing glass for the center so 
people can see what’s on the inside, but we’re 
also going to be sensitive to shading,” Land said.

Plans also include adding vehicular and 
pedestrian paths to connect to Austinville.

“[They will] work together; one fuels the 
other,” Land said of the design.

Land said a timetable has not been set, but 
he is hoping to get both projects under way 
simultaneously.

School closures, job cuts among possible solutions

Districts facing tough cuts 
as budget shortfalls loom

Round Rock ISD is considering a number of changes for next school year, includ-
ing increasing class sizes.

By Rebecca LaFlure and Kate Hull
Faced with potential cuts to 

state education funding far greater 
than initially expected, Austin, 
Round Rock and Pflugerville ISD 
officials are looking at decreas-
ing costs by reducing staff and 
increasing class sizes.

Austin ISD leaders are looking 
at several fixes for its possible $113 
million deficit, including cutting 
1,017 jobs and potentially closing 
eight elementary schools and one 
middle school. 

RRISD Superintendent Jesús 
Chávez said he anticipates RRISD 

will lose up to $73 million in state 
funding for the 2011–12 school 
year—$56 million more than pre-
vious estimates. He said the dis-
trict will prepare a budget cutting 
$60 million, and that layoffs are 
likely among the district’s nearly 
6,000 employees.

“We’re forced into a situation 
where we’ve got to make cuts 
across all budgets, across all seg-
ments of our employees,” Chávez 
said Jan. 25. 

In Pflugerville, PISD Super-
intendent Charles Dupre said 
administrators expect to see up 

to a $20 million reduction to its  
$150 million budget for 2011–12.

A statewide issue
Texas Comptroller of Public 

Accounts Susan Combs said the 

state is projected to have $72.2 
billion in general revenue for the 
upcoming two-year budget.

Legislators need to balance 
an estimated $27 billion budget 
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Urgent Care in Pflugerville

from St. David’s North Austin 

Medical Center

For all your urgent care needs, from broken 

bones to sports injuries to cold and flu and 

more. Our clinic is staffed by doctors  

experienced in emergency medicine, with  

X-ray equipment and a lab on site. Quality, 

faster care; after hours, without appointments 

or the hospital emergency room wait.

 OPEN EVERY DAY
8am to 8pm

1615 Grand Avenue Parkway
Suite 110

512-334-3530
STDAVIDS.COM

QuickER care.
Smaller waits.

FLU SHOTS

AVAILABLE

1006_10_PF_UC_10.75x13.indd   1 12/8/10   4:52 PM
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Earlier this month I had 
the privilege of attending 
the fifth annual CCIM 
symposium held at the 
Westin Austin at The 
Domain. For those of you 

unfamiliar with the organization, it caters 
to people with ties in commercial and 
investment real estate. The speakers con-
sisted of a Texas state senator, two econo-
mists and Tavo Hellmund.

If you have never heard of Hellmund, 
chances are you have heard of his current 
project. He is the chairman of Formula 
One racing here in the U.S., and is one of 
the driving forces to bring the event to the 
U.S. As you probably have heard, Austin 
will soon be host to one of the four largest 
sporting events in the world, in an agree-
ment stretching from 2012 to 2021.

What you may not know is that this 
massive development will be about way 
more than just one single race. Over the 

next month or two, Hellmund plans to 
announce an additional five to six other 
races that will take place at the same 
venue. The only thing he truly divulged 
would involve two wheels; however, he 
was a bit more forthcoming on other 
things. For instance, the facility will also 
have a heavy research and development 
component associated with it, in which 
major auto companies, universities and 
others could have potential ties. He has 
also said the development will play host to 
a live music venue. All told, the project is 
estimated to have an economic impact of 
around $300 million.

For all of you who are not race fans, like 
myself, it is time to start our engines.
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Online-exclusive content
Visit the Northwest Austin home page for 
up-to-date community news, information 

and a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/northwest-austin.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly updates at 
impactnews.com/signup.

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

Local, state rail poised to ramp up 
mobility
more.impactnews.com/11258

“I am ready for Austin to join other cities in offering sustain-
able transportation. Being tied to a multi-thousand pound 
automobile is not a good way to live.” 

—Tom S.

State budget cuts threaten local 
mental health resources
more.impactnews.com/10855

“Just another blatant example of the increasing divide 
between the rich and the poor, the “haves” and “have nots” 
as Austin finds even more ingenious ways of getting into 
the tax payers pockets weeding out the middle class. Once 
Austin accomplishes its task, I can’t wait to see what “Top 
10” lists it makes each year. I, for one of many, am just bid-
ing my time until I can get ... out of this city and this state. 
I could go on and on with my rants but it falls on deaf ears. 
Let’s hear it for the rich and powerful in the great Country of 
Texas ... Not!” 

—A. Van Keeck
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December employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8%
Down from 7.1% in November

State unemployment—8.3%*
Up from 8.2% in November

National unemployment—9.4%*
Down from 9.8% in November

In the Austin area, trade, transportation and utilities 
added 300 jobs; information added 200 jobs; and 
education and health services added 100 jobs.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce 
Commission *Seasonally adjusted numbers
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FM 620 N., Ste. 445 in Austin. Owned 
by Dee George, Anita Chambers 
and Delilah Salinas, the shop offers 
healthy alternatives for meals including 
smoothies and green tea, along with 
wellness profiles, nutritional products and 
weight loss challenges. Open Mon.–Fri. 
7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 336-9464,  
www.cczing.com

12  Founded by Leander residents 
Shelly and Matt Nowicki, Della Terra 
Montessori School opened Jan. 10 at 
3214 Great Valley Drive, Cedar Park after 
moving from a temporary Northwest 
Austin location. The school educates 
children from ages 3 to 6, averages a 5–1 
student-teacher ratio and offers weekly 
enrichment programs in music, Spanish, 
nature studies, fine art, culinary arts and 
food science. Open Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.– 
5 p.m. 257-1983, www.dtmontessori.com

Attorney Ryan Mosler started his own 
general law practice, Mosler Legal 
Solutions, covering the Austin area.  
718-406-3878,  
www.moslerlegalsolutions.com

Coming Soon

13  A Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf will open 
March 31 at 13376 US 183 N., Ste. 800. 
This will be the fifth location in Austin, 
and the shop will serve a range of coffee, 
tea, prepared drinks, locally baked 
pastries and Tacodeli tacos. Free Wi-Fi, 
a drive-thru window and seating inside 
and on the patio are other features.  
www.coffeebeanaustin.com

14  Oak Haven Massage is opening its 
first Austin location April 1 at 12809 
RM 620. The San Antonio–based 
business will have about 50 licensed 
massage therapists on staff and also offer 
chiropractor services. The 6,300-square-
foot facility will have 28 treatment rooms 
plus a 700-square-foot training room.  
www.oakhavenmassage.com

15  Steve Smith will open Big Tex Gym 
in early April. The gym, 1921 Cedar Bend 
Drive, will specialize in power lifting and 
strength training with a competition area. 
Manager Scott Nickell said there will be 
a posing room for body builders and an 
outdoor area for strongman training. 
www.bigtexgym.com

Expansion

16  Ron Felt, owner of three FastSigns 
locations, expanded his business by 
adding a production and installation 
center at 2000 Windy Terrace, Bldg. 1. 
He also moved his sales office from 9518 
Anderson Mill Road to 13497 US 183 N., 
Ste. 301. Felt owns two other locations: at 
8820 Burnet Road, Ste. 540, Austin and 
200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. E-3, Cedar Park. 
258-5523, www.fastsigns.com

Now Open

1  Selling 14 flavors of cotton candy, 
Cloud 9 Cotton Candy opened Jan. 1 
at 9322 N. Lamar Blvd. Owner Crystal 
Handy operates Cloud 9 out of a mobile 
food trailer. Flavors include banana, 
watermelon and green apple. Sour salt 
and light-up glow cones are also available. 
264-4403, www.cloud9cottoncandy.com

2  Howard and Ivy Lee opened Ivy’s 
Deli, 8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 
117 in early January. The deli offers a 
variety of authentic Hong Kong dishes. 
Owner Howard Lee said the goal of the 
restaurant is to offer healthier options like 
tofu pudding, juices made from organic 
fruits and vegetables and congee, a dish 
made from rice water. 574-4608,  
www.ivysdeli.com

3  Yo Cup, 10700 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 105, opened Jan. 17. The shop offers 
nonfat, low-calorie frozen yogurt in flavors 
such as pistachio, mango and blueberry 
with more than 35 toppings. Flavors are 
rotated out every three days. 249-9820, 
yo_cup@yahoo.com

4  T-Mobile opened a location Dec. 23 
at 13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 239B. This 
location can assist customers with new 
services plans, phone accessories and bill 
payments. 506-8555, www.t-mobile.com

5  Steve Minderman opened MVP 
Sports Bar & Grill, 11150 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 210, on Jan. 25. The bar’s menu 
features Chicago-style thin-crust pizza 
and has a live music stage, two pool tables, 
two big screens and 10 46-inch TVs. MVP 
has live music Fridays and Saturdays and 
karaoke on Thursdays. 340-0267,  
www.mvpgrill.com

6  Michael McLaughlin opened Fit ATX, 
12108D Roxie Drive, on Jan. 28. Fit ATX 
offers personal training, small group 
classes for up to 12, kickboxing classes 
and weight-loss management. The facility 
has three rooms, and trainers cater to all 
fitness levels. Clients can purchases class 
packages, and until March 1, clients can 
visit Fit ATX on Facebook and print the 
page for two free classes. 745-7997

7  Start-up technology company Mi-
Token recently relocated from Andover, 

Mass., to 9600 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 
150W. The company developed software 
to provide businesses with secure 
authentication for remote access to their 
company’s servers. CEO Colin Bastable 
said he is looking to grow the business and 
build a call center in mid-2011. 992-0158, 
www.mi-token.com

8  Frank and Leesa Kriege opened 
ExpressTax, 13200 Pond Springs Road, 
Ste. A-105, on Jan. 2. ExpressTax offers 
income tax preparation and filing as well 
as notary copies. 278-9995,  
www.expresstaxservice.com

9  Yummi Asian Fusion, 12518 Research 
Blvd., Ste. M, opened in January and serves 
Asian fusion tacos such as beef bulgogi, 
chicken lemongrass and tofu.  
www.yummitaco.com

10  The Tea Lounge, 1700 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 210, opened Jan. 8. It offers hot 
and cold teas, tapioca and cream teas, 
coffee and smoothies. 833-7888,  
www.tealoungetx.com

11  CC Zing opened July 1 at 12129 
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Christine Lu is the manager at The Tea Lounge, 
which opened Jan. 8 and offers a variety of teas, 
coffees and smoothies.

Owner Crystal Handy sells 14 flavors of cotton 
candy out of a mobile food trailer with her business 
Cloud 9 Cotton Candy. 

San Antonio–based Oak Haven Massage is open-
ing its first Austin location April 1 at 12809 RM 620.

Aspiring to better children’s lives through a 
well-rounded education, Shelly and Matt Nowicki 
opened Della Terra Montessori School in an old 
neighborhood volunteer fire station. 

17  E-commerce software company 
Volusion has rented out a second floor 
for offices at 8911 N. Capital of Texas 
Hwy., Ste. 1200. The company plans 
to grow from 150 to 200 employees by 
the end of 2011 and expand its product 
development, computer operations, 
sales, business development, customer 
service, marketing and human resources 
departments. Volusion provides software 
to help companies build online storefronts, 
offer discounts and coupons and connect 
to social media. The Austin headquarters 
provides assistance 24 hours a day.  
800-646-3517, www.volusion.com

New Ownership

Debbie Zeitz and Ellen Bradley took over 
ownership of Winn Tutoring on Jan. 21. 
Winn Tutoring provides private, in-
home tutoring to students in grades 5–12 
throughout Austin. Tutors assist students 
in math, science, English, reading, social 
studies, Spanish and SAT preparation. 
473-2775, www.winntutoring.com

Relocations

18 Spiceworks Inc., is moving its offices 
from 9005 Mountain Ridge Drive to a 
27,000-square-foot office in the Ladera 
Bend office project at RM 2222 and 
Jester Boulevard. The move will take 
place in March, and the company plans 
to expand from 80 to 115 employees 
by the end of 2011. Spiceworks offers a 
social network for IT professionals and 
provides a software application, which 
allows professionals to manage and buy 
technology products and services.  
346-7743, www.spiceworks.com

19  Kid to Kid relocated Jan. 2 to 14010 N. 
US 183, Ste. 420, from Ste. 525 at the same 
address in Austin. The boutique store sells 
resale children’s toys and equipment along 
with clothing for dance and maternity 
wear, up to size 14. Open Mon.–Sat. 10 
a.m.–7 p.m. Sun. noon–5 p.m.  
336-5550, www.austin.kidtokid.com

Under Construction

20 A BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse is 
under construction at 10515 N. MoPac, 
Bldg. Q in the Arbor Walk. It is scheduled 
to open in early May and will offer deep-
dish pizza, sandwiches and hand-crafted 
beer. www.bjsrestaurants.com

Anniversary

21 Danny Stephens, owner of Parmer 
Lane Tavern, 2121 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 
101A, is celebrating the 21st anniversary of 
the tavern. 339-4140

In the News

22  IBM inventors received a record 5,896 
U.S. patents in 2010, marking the 18th 
consecutive year the company has topped 
the list of the world’s most inventive 
companies. Employees at IBM Austin 
location, 11501 Burnet Road, accounted for 
950 of those patents. The Austin site tied 
with the IBM Thomas J. Watson Research 
Center in Yorktown Heights, N.Y., for most 
patents of any IBM site.

23 Anchor Blue is closing all 117 stores 
nationwide, including the location at 
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. N-07.

24 Borders Group announced it is 
closing 200 of its stores by the end of 
April, including the 3309 Esperanza 
Crossing store in The Domain, as a result 
of the bookstore chain filing for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy protection.  
www.bordersreorganization.com

25 Nature’s Treasures is closing its 2307 
Kramer Lane location sometime in March 
and moving merchandise of crystals, 
minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads and gifts 
to the new 4103 N. I-35 location, which 
opened in October. 472-5015,  
www.naturestreasurestx.com

Howard Lee opened Ivy’s Deli in early January. The deli, named after Lee’s wife, Ivy, serves a variety of 
authentic Hong Kong dishes.

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.
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Specializing in treating individuals with 

depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, 

substance use, and eating disorders.

www.daipsychiatry.com

Are you ready to

Office Hours Monday–Friday 9AM-5PM, Saturday appointments available, please call office

move forward?
Stephen Dai, M.D.  |  Adult Psychiatrist

4810 B Spicewood Springs Rd. | Austin, TX 78759 (512) 346-5796

BU R N FAT,  GA I N HE A LT H
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CALENDAR

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

It’s My Park Day

5 Round Rock ISD Project Graduation 5K
Round Rock ISD will host its annual Project 
Graduation 5K to raise money for all four 
Round Rock high schools and their graduating 
seniors. Proceeds from the race will be 
split among Project Graduation committees 
from Round Rock, McNeil, Stony Point and 
Westwood high schools. The event will feature 
a 5K run/walk, a free Kids’ K and sponsor 
booths. • 8 a.m. • $20; $25 after Feb. 28; $30 
on race day; RRISD employees and students 
receive $5 discount • The Dell Diamond, 3400 
E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock • 724-3774 
www.runtex.com

12 Cookbook author signing
Helen Thompson, author of “The Big Texas 
Steakhouse Cookbook,” will be signing 
copies of her illustrated cookbook that 
includes recipes for a variety of steaks, fajitas, 
chilies and other Lone Star goodies. The 
book includes recipes from local restaurants 
Fleming’s and Hoffbrau. • 2 p.m. • Free 
Barnes and Noble Arboretum, 10000 

February
25–26 Greg Fitzsimmons comedy show
Comedian Greg Fitzsimmons will present an 
hour and a half show at the Cap City Comedy 
Club. Fitzsimmons is a stand-up comedian, 
writer and producer who has been a regular 
with David Letterman, Conan O’Brien, Jimmy 
Kimmel and Jay Leno. Jake Flores is the 
opening act. Reserved seating is available for 
an additional $3. • 8 p.m., 10:30 p.m. • $15 
8120 Research Blvd., Ste. 100 • 467-2333 
www.capcitycomedy.com

27 Gambling for Literacy
The Literacy Council of Williamson County 
has organized a fundraiser, “Gambling for 
Literacy,” to support adult education in the 
county. The proceeds help adults with GED 
preparation, ESL and basic reading. The 
Mardi Gras–themed event features a wine 
tasting, food and live music along with a Texas 
hold ‘em poker tournament. The tournament 
winner receives a 22-inch flat-screen TV.  
5:30–8:30 p.m. • $25 for the event; $15 
additional for the tournament • The Vineyard 
at Florence, 111 Via Francesco, Florence  
869-0497 • www.literacycouncil-wc.org

March

1 Therapy Pet Pals
Therapy Pet Pals of Texas Inc., is now taking 
reservations for the next Austin area training 
class April 20. The organization is looking for 
volunteers with calm, friendly dogs to provide 
pet therapy to elderly and ill people residing 
in local healthcare facilities around the Central 
Texas area. • Potential volunteers can apply 
beginning March 1 and must be accepted to 
participate • Free • www.therapypetpals.org

3 Cheers for Children  
wine and food tasting 
Northwest Austin Circle of Friends presents 
the 12th annual Cheers For Children with a 
Mardi Gras–themed event featuring premier 
wines, single malt scotches and cuisine from 
local restaurants. The event also features 
New Orleans–style jazz music and live and 
silent auctions. One hundred percent of the 
proceeds benefit Dell Children’s Medical 
Center. • 6:30–9 p.m. • $50, 21 and older only 
Twin Creeks Country Club, 3201 Twin Creeks 
Club Drive, Cedar Park • 345-3149  
www.dellchildrenscircleoffriends.org

4 eWomenNetwork Success Summit
Sandra Yancey, founder and CEO of 
eWomenNetwork, will lead the Success 
Summit and discuss how to generate a more 
profitable business, ways to stand out and 
be noticed, how to grow a business in slow 
time and how to accelerate profits. • 11:30 
a.m.–3 p.m. • $45 for members, $55 for non-
members, $65 after March 1 • Cool River, 
4001 W. Parmer Lane • 262-757-8277 
www.ewomennetwork.com

Online Calendar

Worth the trip
5 Capital City Mystery Players
The Austin Steam Train Association and 
Capital City Mystery Players present a dinner 
theater event that tells a murder mystery tale 
of what danger lurks during a private Mardi 
Gras masquerade party hosted by a wealthy 
local man for a handful of his close friends. 
The Capital City Mystery Players is a troupe of 
actors who regularly perform comedy murder 
mystery plays at venues throughout Austin. 
Both packages include a box dinner, beer and 
wine. Ages 17 and up. • 7–10 p.m. • $40–$75  
Austin Steam Train Association, 401 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste A-103, Cedar Park  
477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org

 6 Trailsetter 5K

The third annual Trailsetter 5K features a 
Kids Fun Run and a traditional 5K. The event 
is open to all ages and both runners and 
walkers. All proceeds benefit the YMCA’s 
Strong Kids Campaign. The event celebrates 
the third anniversary of the Williamson County 
Brushy Creek Regional Trail. Discounted 
registration fees are offered until Feb. 21.  
Kids Fun Run: 8 a.m.; 5K at 8:30 a.m.• $25–
$35 adults; $10–$35 children • Twin Lakes 
Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar 
Park • 250-9622• www.ymcagwc.org

March 5
By Amy Deis

The Gracywoods Neighborhood Association is sponsoring an It’s My Park Day event to clean 
up the North Star Greenbelt, a long park that runs through the Gracywoods neighborhood 
near Metric Boulevard and Braker Lane.

Bill Glass, a Gracywoods resident who helped organize the event along with Craig Nazor, 
said these events allow volunteers to help the Austin Parks and Recreation Department keep 
parks clean.

Glass said the plan is to put mulch around several trees to help them retain water and then 
repaint bridges, benches and other wooden structures in the park.

“There are trees we planted four years ago that are still very young, and they need a lot of 
help,” Glass said.

It’s My Park Day is a city-wide event sponsored by the Austin Parks Foundation, which 
anticipates more than 3,000 volunteers working at 65 events in the Austin area.

Interested participants can meet at the 11745 Bittern Hollow entrance to the North Star 
Greenbelt at 8 a.m.

For more information call 836-3330 or visit www.austinparks.org. Participants who sign up 
online could receive a T-shirt.
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Community members from the Gracywoods Neighborhood Association participate in the 2007 It’s My 
Park Day at the North Star Greenbelt. Volunteers sanded and painted a bridge.

Research Blvd., Ste. 158 • 418-8985  
www.barnesandnoble.com

16 Aging Gracefully discussion
Chiropractor Dan Powers from the Powers 
Family Wellness Center will discuss the 
secrets to staying young and vibrant at any 
age during an “Aging Gracefully” workshop. 
Interested attendees are encouraged to 
RSVP. • 6:15-7:15 p.m. • Free • Powers Family 
Wellness Center, 8127 Mesa Blvd., Unit C 301 
794-9500 • www.powerswellness.com

17 St. Patrick’s Day Parade
The Wells Branch Municipal Utility District is 
hosting its annual St. Patrick’s Day parade. 
The bag pipe group Silver Thistle will lead 
a short parade around Katherine Fleischer 
Park and then perform outside the MUD’s 
community center. Wells Branch MUD staff 
will be handing out various St. Patrick’s Day 
trinkets. 7–8 p.m. • Free • Katherine Fleischer 
Park, 2106 Klattenhoff Drive • 251-9814  
www.wellsbranchmud.com
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6 Zilker Park Kite Festival
Presented by the City of Austin, the 83rd 
annual kite festival features local vendors, a 
kite contest, concessions, children’s games, 
kite making workshops and is open to adults, 
children and dogs. In case of rain, the event 
will be moved to March 13. Free parking is 
available off site with $1 round trip shuttles 
for people 12 and older. • 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free • Zilker Park, 2201 Barton Springs Road 
448-5483 • www.zilkerkitefestival.com

23 Culture Unbound book discussion
The Austin Public Library, Austin Public 
Library Friends Foundation and the Harry 
Ransom Center partnered to host a book 
discussion series focused on authors featured 
in the center’s Culture Unbound: Collecting 
in the Twenty-First Century exhibit. This 
discussion will be on The Things They Carried 
by Tim O’Brien. • 7 p.m. • Free • North Village 
branch, 2505 Steck Ave. • 974-9960  
www.austinlibrary.org

 19 Devine Lake Kite Festival

Leander’s Devine Lake Kite Festival will 
feature kite teams, demonstrations and 
public flying areas. • 1–5 p.m. • Free • Devine 
Lake Park, 1000 Maplecreek Drive, Leander 
528-9909 • www.leandertx.gov
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F I G H T
C O L O N
CANCER
Texas Oncology brings world-class colon cancer care to your community.  

We offer the combined wisdom of more than 1,600 oncologists in the nation’s 

largest network of cancer specialists and researchers — all available at a  

location near you. So you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com 

HOw TExANs FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Kyle • Marble Falls 

Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

(512) 467-8080   ufcu.org

UFCU takes care of all your financial needs.
“I’ve been with UFCU for 26 years. They’ve helped me with three 
cars and two houses. It’s the only financial institution I’ll ever 
need. Not only do they have fast and easy loans, but their level 
of service is incredible. I had some checks stolen last year 
and UFCU went above and beyond to protect my money. 
Things like this have kept me as a loyal customer.”

Gary Gattis
Spacetime Studios, President
UFCU Member

S. Bell 
Blvd.

183A

Lakeline 
Blvd.

Little Elm Trail

Lakeline Oaks Dr.

Old Mill Rd.

1905 S. Lakeline B lvd.
Lakeline Oaks

Cypress 
Creek Rd.

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

Experience the Best in Friends, Food & Fun! 
Lakeline Oaks o� ers Freedom Dining, and a variety of 
fun and creative activities in a friendly luxurious resort-
style community. Come live with us and experience the 
freedom to enjoy life!

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd 
luxury, excitement, independence, security, and conve-
nience all in a place that you can call home, look no further 
than Provident Crossings. 

1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank 
 • 150 Seat Theatre

 • No entrance fee & no lease!
 • Fine dining
 • 150 Seat Theatre
 • Light housekeeping

 •  Delicious Meals, with
Extended Dining hours 

 • Fitness Center
 •  All utilites & cable, 

personal phone exluded

(512) 331-4100 

(512) 671-7771

COMING SPRING 2011!
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E. coli in Bull Creek District Park

City monitoring sites

Off-leash area

Lower Bull Creek  
District Park

Over time, the levels of E. coli at Bull Creek District Park have been linked to fecal 
contamination from dogs in the park, said Watershed Protection Department engineer 
Chris Herrington, which is why the department and the Austin/Travis County Health and 
Human Services Department have recommended the park keep the leash rule.

Leash requirement stands at Bull Creek dog park
PARKS AND RECREATION

By Beth Wade
City of Austin Parks and 

Recreation Department Direc-
tor Sara Hensley will keep Bull 
Creek District Park’s dog park 
an on-leash facility after a joint 
recommendation from the city’s 
Watershed Protection and Aus-
tin/Travis County Health and 
Human Services departments 
was issued. 

“[Hensley’s] No. 1 concern is 
safety for those using the park,” 
PARD spokesman Victor Ovalle 
said. “There is a concern for 
people in the water if there are 
high levels of E. coli.”

A sewage spill occurred in 
August 2007 in a tributary of Bull 
Creek upstream of the dog park. 
Following the spill, complaints 
were made of children with 
gastrointestinal illnesses, and an 
investigation linked the occur-
rences to swimming at the park.

The park was closed in Decem-
ber 2009 for continued water 
quality testing and improve-
ments, including soil importa-
tion, revegetation and irrigation. 
The park reopened in June 2010 
as an on-leash dog park to allow 

the city to continue to test the lev-
els of E. coli. In September 2010, 
tropical storm Hermine flooded 
the area, which helped lower 
bacteria levels, said Watershed 
Protection Department engineer 
Chris Herrington.

“Basically, what we concluded 
was that the fecal contamination 
originates within the park and 
is most likely correlated with 
park use,” Herrington said. “By 
process of elimination, keeping 
the fecal contamination from 
the dogs as limited as accept-
able to the public and to PARD 
is our strategy. That’s why we are 
saying rather than prohibit dogs 
from the park all together at this 
time, we are saying on-leash only 
because we think that is sufficient 
to keep the bacteria levels down 
in the creek.”

While some residents were 
unhappy with the recommenda-
tions for BCDP, Herrington said 
most who attended a public meet-
ing on the issue were understand-
ing of the human health concern. 
He said there is a public desire for 
more dog parks and for the city to 
find a replacement off-leash park 

in Northwest Austin. PARD is 
looking for space near BCDP. 

While the park is likely to 
remain on-leash, Herrington said 
it is the responsibility of park 
users to help scoop the poop.

“The problem with it going back 
to off-leash would be risking at 
some point in the future the prob-
lem to get out of control again,” 
he said. “We definitely still need 
help in all of our parks with folks 
to scoop the poop. It’s a citywide 
issue, and it’s not something we 
can just regulate by pure police 
enforcement alone. It’s something 
we always encourage folks to help 
us out with.”

Anderson Mill Limited District dog park
Millrun Park, 12100 Millwright Parkway
Amenities: Fenced, membership and key 
required

Walnut Creek District Park
12138 N. Lamar Blvd.
Amenities: Not fenced, drinking fountains, 
bathrooms

Far West
The right of way of Far West Boulevard be-
tween Great Northern Boulevard and Shoal 
Creek Boulevard
Amenities: Not fenced

Northwest Austin off-leash dog parks
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CITY AND COUNTY

Austin

Mayor Lee Leffingwell said no advanced notifica-
tion from ERCOT on the outages concerned him.
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Rusty Hale is one of many homeless in Austin 
who were counted by Austin citizens Jan. 23.
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City Council faces Open Meetings Act inquiry
Travis County Attorney David Escamilla 

released a statement Jan. 25 stating his 
office received a complaint alleging council 
members, including Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell, violated the Texas Open Meetings 
Act by meeting routinely before council 
meetings to discuss city business. 

“The complaint alleges the mayor and 
council have coordinated a regular series 
of private gatherings of council members 
in numbers less than a quorum to conduct 
private discussions; thereby avoiding the 
public notice and meeting requirements of 
the Act,” Escamilla said in a statement. “We 
are currently reviewing the complaint.” 

Leffingwell released a statement Jan. 25, 
in response to the private meeting allega-
tions, which said the city attorney said the 
meetings were not a violation of the Open 

Meetings Act, and council would cooper-
ate with the review.

Austin resident Brian Rodgers, who filed 
the complaint, said he met with Council-
man Chris Riley on Dec. 28 for about three 
hours to discuss Rodgers potentially run-
ning for City Council in May. 

Rodgers said Riley told him that on 
occasion, Leffingwell calls in two coun-
cil members at a time, and they meet for 
an hour. Rodgers described the private 
meetings as “walking quorums,” which are 
prohibited by Open Meetings Act. 

Rodgers said he and several other activ-
ists have always been concerned that there 
is little public discussion among council 
members during regular meetings. 

In light of releasing his complaint, Rodg-
ers said he will not run for City Council. 

Surveyors count thousands 
of Austin homeless 

Austin City Councilwoman Laura Mor-
rison called for residents’ help Jan. 21 in 
counting Austin’s homeless population, 
saying it was necessary to accurately define 
the number of people who do not have 
housing in the city. As a result of the effort, 
the city counted 2,465 homeless in Austin.

Blackouts show better 
communication needed, 
Leffingwell says 

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell said 
the rolling power outages that affected 
the city Feb. 2 were not under the city’s 
control. Instead, they were part of the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas’ 
strategy to reduce power consumption 
and re-route power for other cities. 

ERCOT operates Texas’ power grid. 
When a power generator is lost in one 
city, it is up to other cities to contribute to 
the grid. Dottie Roark, ERCOT spokes-
woman, said the rotating outages were a 
response to several plant trips Feb. 1. 

Although the city and Austin Energy 
are required to feed power to other cities 
in times of need, Leffingwell said ERCOT 
did not give advanced notice to the city.

“The key element in that communi-
cation link, and I am very concerned 
about this, is we didn’t have timely 
notification from [ERCOT],” he said. 
“Had I known that the possibility was 
there, that it might happen and why it 
might happen, I would be much less 

concerned.”
Austin Energy manager Larry Weis 

said the energy problem became worse 
as the morning progressed Feb. 2, and it 
became necessary to shed more energy. 
He said dropping and re-routing power is 
not something the utility is accustomed 
to and advanced notification to neighbor-
hoods is nearly impossible. 

Austin is responsible for 4 percent 
of the state’s power load. About 7,000 
megawatts of power generation was lost, 
causing the power outages early Feb. 2. 

Leffingwell said the city would 
continue discussions with ERCOT to 
find a better way to avoid unannounced 
rolling blackouts. 

Compiled by Staff

Austin council directs city 
manager to assist AISD

Austin City Council directed City Man-
ager Marc Ott on Feb. 17 to engage with 
the Austin Independent School District 
and develop methods to ensure the success 
of primary and secondary schools across 
the city.

The resolution came after a Feb. 11 
announcement that job cuts could reach 
as high as 1,017 amongst campus based 
and central office positions. The district, 
which serves 86,000 students, employs 
about 12,000 people.

Superintendent Meria Carstarphen and 
the AISD board of trustees voted Jan. 24 
to eliminate 485 district jobs, as a result of 
a potential budget deficit of $94.4 million 
for the 2011–12 fiscal year. Some projec-
tions estimate the budget deficit as high as 
$113 million.

The unanimously approved City 
Council resolution directs Ott to identify 
potential operational efficiencies and 
partnership opportunities within AISD. 
Ott is also directed to help develop demo-
graphic information for future planning 
efforts.

Travis County  

Travis County discusses 
using venue statute to offset 
improvement costs 

Using the state’s venue statute to offset 
costs associated with infrastructure 
improvements to event venues is one 
method of alternative financing Travis 
County commissioners are considering.

The venue statute offers five financing 
options, including venue-specific park-
ing, facility use and admission fees, and 
county-wide hotel/motel and rental car tax. 
The hotel/motel tax would be capped at 2 
percent and the rental car tax at 5 percent.

Although the venue statute has been 
linked to road improvements to the For-
mula One racetrack site, Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Sarah Eckhardt said the county 
has discussed the statute for four years.

Commissioners discussed legal issues 
behind implementing the tax in a closed 
session meeting Feb. 15. The county’s 
budget office and attorney have reviewed 
the statute.

Eckhardt said the next step is to review 
what kind of revenue could be achieved 
through each of the five means.

Should the commissioners decide to use 
the venue statute for a specific project, the 
final approval would fall on voters.

The earliest the venue statute could go 
to voters is May 2012, and Eckhardt said it 
would not generate revenue until 2013 at 
the earliest.

Meetings

  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

March 3, 10 and 24, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

COMBAT VETERAN JEFF STRUECKER
“It’s what you do right now that 

makes a di� erence.”

In the � lm, Black Hawk Down, Je�  Struecker is 
remembered for reminding a reluctant, battle-weary 
soldier, “It’s what you do right now that makes a 
di� erence.”

Be our guest on Sunday, March 27 at 10:00am as 
Major Struecker shares this challenge with us.

 www.HillcrestAustin.org 

3838 Steck Avenue 
Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771

Je�  Strueker is a decorated combat veteran who served as an 
army chaplain before retiring. He now serves as an associate
pastor at Calvary Baptist Church in Columbus, GA.

• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

NOW 
OFFERING 

the latest 4G Wimax 
Internet Service!

Downtown Austin:  24th & Rio Grande  474-6060
 M-F 10-6 Sat 11-4

Cedar Park:  1890 Ranch Shopping Ctr  260-9393 
M-F 10-7 Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (next to Half Price Books)

www.mrnotebook.com

FREE 
DIAGNOSTICS/

EVALUATION ON 
ANY NOTEBOOK 

OR DESKTOP 
COMPUTER 

Not valid with any other offers. 
One coupon per person. Not valid on 

previous sales. Expires 03/25/11.
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Austin NAACP President Nelson Linder said he thinks voters are ready to support a single-member district 
plan for City Council. To watch a video interview featuring Linder, visit more.impactnews.com/11654.

60,621 
voters

25,082 
voters

79,274 
voters

59,855 
voters

77,766 
voters

38,705 
voters

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to 11. Six members would be elected from districts of 
equal population size. The mayor and four other members would be elected at large.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would be elected from a district 
that they reside in, while the mayor would be elected at large. The council  would apportion the city into 
districts upon recommendations from a citizen’s commission.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would come from a district they live 
in; mayor would be at large. A five-member independent panel would draw districts, upon council’s OK.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to 11. Eight members would be elected from single-
member districts. The mayor and two other members would be elected at large.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would be elected from a districts 
that they reside in. The mayor would be elected at large. A district-based council member could be 
recalled via a petition signed by 10 percent of district’s registered voters. 

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would be elected from a district 
that they reside in. The mayor would be elected at large. A district-based council member could be 
recalled via a petition signed by 20 percent of district’s registered voters.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell is not the first to propose a hybrid council seat system for Austin.  
Below is a look at past proposals offered and how voters responded.

Recurring theme on Austin political scene

YES NO

By Bobby Longoria and Marcus Funk
State Sen. Jeff Wentworth said he thinks 

Austin should move to single-member City 
Council districts—and he’s willing to sup-
port state-level legislation to encourage the 
city to take action.

The San Antonio Republican represents 
District 25, which includes a part of South 
Austin, said the at-large system disenfran-
chises minorities. In 2009, he introduced 
legislation in support of changing the 
council system, but that bill died in the 
Senate. He has reintroduced the bill this 
session, though he said he’d prefer to see 
City Council handle the issue.

Other state lawmakers, including Austin 
Reps. Elliott Naishtat and Donna Howard, 
said the state should not have a role at all 
in the issue and that local issues should be 
decided by local elections and local voices.

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell is taking 
up the district issue with a proposal for 
voters to decide on in 2012 that would 
move city elections to coincide with 
general elections in the fall. He said would 
help increase voter turnout, because gen-
eral elections draw larger numbers.

Leffingwell’s proposal calls for three dis-
tricts based on ethnicity and three based 
on shared social and political ideology, 
increasing council member terms from 
three years to four and raising the limit 
on campaign contributions from $350 to 
perhaps $1,000.

The mayor said at-large systems are 
more efficient, but single-member district 
systems are inherently more democratic.

 “Frankly, I want to enter on the side 
of more democracy and sacrifice a bit of 
efficiency,” Leffingwell said.

The Census Bureau released data the 
week of Feb. 13 on Texas that would play 
a major role in shaping potential single-
member districts in Austin. City Demog-
rapher Ryan Robinson said the data would 
take a while to interpret, but he expected 
the data to reflect that, under Leffingwell’s 
proposal, Austin would need one council 

district with an African American major-
ity, two districts with a Hispanic majority. 

One of the challenges to drawing dis-
tricts, Robinson said, is that the African 
American population has been dispersing 
from East Austin, its historical base, north. 
The three districts that are not ethnically 
based would be drawn along established 
social and political identity, presenting 
another set of challenges, Robinson said. 

In creating a community of interest, he 
said, it is important not to split parts of 
town that share a given political ideol-
ogy. For example, the 78704 area has such 
strong political ideology, that it could help 
define a specific district, as could Oak Hill 
or Circle C, Robinson said.

Although single-member districts have 
failed at the polls six times in the past, 
Austin NAACP President Nelson Linder 
said he is confident the city’s population 
will be more receptive to the idea now 
because of the balance between single-
member districts and at-large seats in 
Leffingwell’s proposal.

“In the previous conversation, it was 
almost based on ideology, one side versus 
the other,” Linder said. “You can include 
both, really, as a hybrid system and get the 
best of both worlds.

“Times have changed now. You got 
almost a million-people population, which 
is more diverse. Let’s address that in a 
democratic way which would have more 
direct representation.”

Leffingwell said he’s putting off a vote 
until 2012 to allow time for drawing dis-
trict maps and to present information he 
says voters will need to make an informed 
decision. He will detail his plan in an 
address to the city on Feb. 25.

“When voters know what they are vot-
ing on they can make a better decision,” 
Leffingwell said. “As the city grows the 
demand for this kind of change becomes 
greater and greater. What we have now is 
basically a small town system—we are not 
a small town anymore.”

The makeup of Austin’s City Council 
is debated again at state, local level

Source: City of Austin

April 1973

April 1978

Jan. 1985

May 1988

May 1994

May 2002

28% 72%

37% 63%

43% 57%

43% 57%

48% 52%

42% 58%
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KEVIN D. FITE, M.D.

W W W . A U S T I N M E D I C A L G R O U P . C O M

•  Preventive Care
•  Disease Management      
    such as…..
   •  High Cholesterol  
   •  High Blood Pressure     
   •  Diabetes

KEVIN D. FITE, M.D.
FAMILY MEDICINE BOARD CERTIFIED
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Predicted 
shortfall

Proposed cost-
saving measures

Sources.
Round Rock ISD, Pflugerville, ISD, Austin ISD and Georgetown ISD

•	Close nine schools
•	Cut 1,017 positions

$113 
million

$842 
million

13.4%
Austin ISD

•	Hiring freeze,  
increase class sizes

•	Cut positions and 
programs

•	Grant no general  
pay raises

•	 Increase elementary 
class sizes

•	Outsource custodial 
and maintenance 
services

$345 
million

$20 
million

$60 
million

$150 
million

17.4%

13.3%

Round Rock ISD

Pflugerville ISD

•	Cut 48 positions 
through attrition

•	Freeze salaries at 
current level

•	Leave unfilled  
positions open

$4.2 
million

$84 
million

5%
Georgetown ISD

shortfall this session, which GOP 
leadership said they intend to 
resolve without raising taxes or 
tapping the $9.4 billion rainy day 
fund.

To balance the budget, law-
makers are expected to cut about  
$10 billion from public education, 
forcing districts to start drafting 
budget reduction strategies.

It is a situation state Rep. Donna 
Howard, D-Austin, described as 
disastrous.

“It’s absolutely the worst we’ve 
seen,” Howard said. “It’s been esti-
mated it could cost us 100,000 jobs 
in public education as a result, and 
just countless programs.”

Chávez said the state deficit 
partially stems from a reduction 
in school property taxes imple-
mented by the Legislature in 2006. 
A new business tax was expected 
to make up for the loss in revenue 
but did not generate as much as 
expected, he said.

The state also has been using bil-
lions of dollars in federal stimulus 
money to fund public education 
in recent years, but those funds 
expire this year.

All of that, coupled with declin-
ing sales tax revenue and property 
values due to the recession, created 
the perfect storm, Chávez said.

Austin ISD
On March 7, an AISD task force 

will present its final recommenda-
tions for which of nine proposed 
schools should close. The district’s 
board of trustees and Superinten-
dent Meria Castarphen will make 
their final decision by March 28.

The school closures, to be carried 
out over the next few years, would 
save the district $11.2 million.

The Facility Master Plan Task 
Force made initial recommenda-
tions in January based on build-
ing conditions, whether they are 

overcrowded or underutilized and 
the total cost to fix campus prob-
lems. Overall school rankings and 
performance were not factors. 

Eight elementary schools in 
Central and Southwest Austin—
Pease, Sanchez, Barton Hills, 
Ortega, Zilker, Oak Springs, Jos-
lin and Brooke—and one middle 
school, Pearce, could close in 
upcoming school years based on 
the March decision. 

Over the past two months, 
many parents and teachers have 
opposed the closures by voicing 
concerns, signing petitions and 
attending AISD meetings in large 
numbers. Facebook groups, Par-
ent Teacher Association chapters 
and concerned community mem-
bers are calling for the district to 
“save our schools.”

The school board approved staff-
ing formula guidelines staffing for-
mula guidelines in January result-
ing in 485 district-wide position 
cuts, but on Feb. 14, the number 
increased to 1,017.

The staffing cuts, drafted by 
Castarphen, would save the dis-
trict $54 million, resolving half of 
the budget problem. The total staff 
cuts would increase the student-
to-teacher ratio at the elementary 
level from 22 per every teacher to 
24 students per teacher. At the pre-
kindergarten level, the ratio would 
increase from 18 to 20 students 
per teacher.

Some of the 1,017 position 
cuts include 771 campus-based 
jobs and 246 from the central 
AISD office.

Round Rock ISD
RRISD officials implemented 

a hiring freeze Jan. 6—the first 
of what will be many cost-saving 
measures used throughout the 
district as officials work to cut  
$60 million from the budget, 
rather than $17 million as origi-
nally planned. This would reduce 
the budget about 17.4 percent.

The hiring freeze, which is likely 
to last until the end of the school 
year, and decision to eliminate 
positions through attrition could 
save RRISD up to $14 million.

Chávez said RRISD officials will 
consider eliminating or signifi-
cantly scaling back programs and 
departments, putting jobs at risk. 
However, he said the number of 
jobs or which programs would be 
cut has not been determined.

Officials will hire substitute 
teachers and temporary employees 
to help current staff members.

The district is considering 
increasing class sizes, Chávez said.

Chávez also has asked depart-
ments to cut 8 percent of their 
budgets and campuses to cut their 
budgets by 5 percent. Each depart-
ment must trim 6 percent of the 
money allotted for salaries.

In addition to the cuts, RRISD 
officials said the district is likely to 
use a portion of its rainy day fund, 
which has up to $31 million avail-
able over the next two years.

“We’re not going to get through 
this process without some pain,” 
Glen Colby, RRISD board presi-
dent, said. “But we will weather 
better than some of our neighbor-
ing districts.”

Pflugerville ISD
No general pay raises for staff 

members and increasing class sizes 
in elementary schools are two of 
several budget reduction measures 
up for consideration in PISD.

Halting district-wide pay 
increases could reduce the budget 
by about $1.6 million.

Officials also are considering 
cutting central administration 
budgets by $1.25 million; out-
sourcing custodial and main-
tenance services, a $1.5 million 
savings; implementing block 
scheduling in high schools, sav-
ing $1 million; and increasing ele-
mentary school class sizes, saving 
$1 million.

PISD also could trim costs by 
modifying bus routes and reduc-
ing the district’s employee health 
insurance contribution by $10 a 
month.

Dupre said, if necessary, PISD 
will reduce personnel expenses by 
not filling vacated positions and 
reassigning existing employees.

“There may be some positions 
we don’t fill, or people might be at 
a different job next year,” he said. 

Glenda Hickman, president 
of the Pflugerville Educators 
Association and a kindergarten 
teacher at Windermere Primary 
School, said her biggest concern 
is the possibility of increasing 

class sizes.
“All studies show that you don’t 

get the best returns from larger 
class sizes,” said Hickman, who 
has 23 students. “The more stu-
dents, the harder it is to accom-
plish what you need to do.”

PISD will host its first in a 
series of public budget meetings 
March 8 at 7 p.m. at Westview 
Middle School. Officials also will 
send monthly community e-mails 
updating the public on the process 
and host several public forums.
Additional reporting by  

Marcus Funk and Joe Olivieri

2011–12 school district budget cutsBudgets
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11699
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2008 Audi A3 
2.0T Hatchback
$23,900
4 door SUV, 3.0L I-6 cyl, Automatic 
4 door Hatchback, 2.0L I-4 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 30,418 
miles. Stock Number: AD5531. Vin: 
WAUNF78P48A035237. Model Code: P

2010 Porsche 
Boxster Convertible

$52,995

2010 Subaru 
Forester 2.5X 
SUV
$18,995
2.5L H-4 cyl, Automatic 
transmission, 19,843 miles. 
Stock Number: Z4801A. Vin: 
JF2SH6AC5AH709217. Model 
Code: AFB
JF2SH6AC5AH709217. Model 
Code: AFB

lmiles. SSt kock Nu bmber: AD5531
WAUNF78P48A035237. Mode
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2 door Convertible, 2.9L H-6 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 4,111 
miles. Stock Number: PP4272. 
Vin: WP0CA2A83AU710398. 
Model Code: 987310

Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Craniofacial and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Family of Hospitals and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation at one of our three convenient locations, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

For details and more money-saving rebates for your home or business, 

visit www.TexasGasService.com,

e-mail Conservation@TexasGasService.com

or call us at (512) 370-8243.

LOOKING FOR A NEW WASHER AND GAS DRYER?
MONEY’S WAITING FOR YOU.
No doubt about it, a good washer and dryer can save you money, energy and water. Plus, when 

you purchase a front-loading, high-efficiency washing machine and a qualified natural gas dryer, 

you may receive $100 in rebates* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city 
limits can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.
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According to the report:

According to the report:

According to the report:

that while the area has seen job growth, 
many jobs are low-earning jobs in the 
service, retail and hotel industries. And 
the region’s biggest challenge lies within a 
combination of all the previously identi-
fied issues—unplanned growth, transpor-
tation and strain on utilities.

Gary Farmer, president of Heritage 
Title Company and founding chairman 
of Opportunity Austin, a 2004 initiative 
created by the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, said attracting large, diverse 
companies to Austin is not enough in 
terms of economic development. Success-
fully bringing in jobs will require support 
from residents and leaders who together 
will resolve infrastructure issues, such as 
transportation.

regional planning per se, it is an effort to 
provide data and recommendations that 
might help the region grow in a more bal-
anced and sustainable way,” said Travis 
County Precinct 3 Commissioner Karen 
Huber, a member of CAPCOG’s executive 
committee. 

The assessment targeted four areas: water, 
land use, transportation and economic 
development. Each issue was analyzed 
using data from the Texas State Data Center 
and based on what was found, issues were 
identified and policy recommendations for 
improvement were made. The executive 
committee approved the policy recommen-
dations listed in the report in November.

Issue No. 1: Water

“Many of the water systems in rural 
areas that are likely locations for future 
growth do not have adequate capacity 
to handle more than moderate growth. 
Additional water contracts for some of 
these areas may be exceedingly difficult 
to obtain.”

Austin’s water supply is and will remain 
in good standing beyond 2030, Fowler 
said. However, the surrounding areas that 
will soon be developed as a result of growth 
may see a change in how and where it will 
be executed.

“These areas are usually smaller-capacity 
water systems that just happen to cover a 
lot of territory,” he said. “If there were to 
be significant growth in those areas, they 
would need to find further supplies.” 

The most affected areas include the 
southern tip of Travis County, eastern Hays 
County and pockets of land in northern 
and western Caldwell County.

Outside factors that place additional 
pressures on water systems have made local 
leaders question the amount of resources 
the regional land has to offer, such as the 
occurrence of a drought while drawing 
more heavily on water resources.

“I was quite adamant, along with Judge 
Donna Klaeger of Burnet County … that 
our biggest issue related to growth is water,” 

Huber said. “Many do not realize how the 
population growth and available water sup-
ply are on a collision course. We should not 
be prioritizing the construction of roads 
where water is not available for growth.”

Issue No. 2: Land use

“Counties do not have adequate land 
use powers to assure development 
is suitable for the region’s long-term 
needs. Cities, while having sufficient 
land use control, often plan their land 
uses in isolation.”

Local leaders need to encourage growth 
in areas that will not require extension of 
infrastructure whenever possible, which 
means any previously thought of expansion 
plans may be reshaped to adapt to the area’s 
newly realized growth needs, Fowler said. 

“Maybe we had a plan where there was a 
lot of outward expansion and maybe there 
will be a change based on some of these 
factors,” he continued. “That doesn’t mean 
there won’t be more expansion outward—
there will be. It just may be more limited 
than what we thought.”

Issue No. 3: Transportation
The concerns regarding transporta-

tion in Austin and its surrounding areas is 
something that is not a new concern, but 
there are several factors that are an asset 
to the region, according to the assessment. 
One includes the CAMPO 2035 plan’s cen-
ters concept, which designates 50 percent 
of transportation funding for the next 25 
years to centers where there are popula-
tion and jobs, and where major roads come 
together, Fowler said.

Issue No. 4: Economic development

“The region’s economic growth is 
potentially threatened by unplanned 
growth, traffic congestion and issues 
with availability of water; current eco-
nomic development activities give insuf-
ficient consideration to integrating the 
physical, infrastructure and natural 
resource constraints that are identified.” 

One trend identified in the report is 

CAPCOG
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11698

“When you’re talking about congestion, 
you’re talking about economic impact,” 
Farmer said. “If we want to solve the trans-
portation dilemma in Central Texas, we’re 
going to have to support people that are 
strong enough to do that.”

It is up to the cities and counties within 
CAPCOG’s coverage area to use them to 
their advantage, Huber said.

“Its true usefulness is dependent on 
the leadership throughout the 10-county 
region to embrace its data and recommen-
dations and take steps to work together for 
better growth planning,” Huber said.
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CENTRAL TExAS IN 2035
The region’s growth in population and jobs since 1995 provides a forecast of how the two factors will reshape the area 
over the next 25 years, requiring lawmakers and officials to rethink their previously thought out growth plans.

POPULATION EMPLOYMENT
1995 2035 1995 2035

Bastrop 46,036 170,164 8,306 25,021

Blanco 7,432 14,144 2,023 3,427

Burnet 27,440 84,391 7,781 25,435

Caldwell 46,036 170,164 6,146 11,067

Fayette 21,287 35,107 8,129 11,219

Hays 79,345 412,455 27,098 105,006

Lee 14,252 22,971 5,222 7,065

Llano 14,105 22,795 3,430 7,326

Travis 699,707 1,419,856 430,852 923,113

Williamson 182,502 1,415,185 44,010 304,316
Source: CAPCOG
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13497 U.S. Hwy 183, North Suite #350
512.219.1122 • ww.theonlinegunshop.com

GUN SHOW
PRICES 
EVERYDAY

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!

10%
OVER COST
on new guns
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Whole Foods Terrace



SXSW 101: 
What you need to knoW

GettinG in

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

What iS South by 
SouthWeSt? 

South by Southwest Music and Media Conference is an annual music, film and 
interactive festival featuring concerts, parties, panels, film screenings and other events. 
The conference will run from March 11–20, and this year’s festival marks the conference’s 
25th anniversary. Each separate portion—Film, Music and Interactive—will run over 
different spans during the 10-day period.

SXSW is the largest annual conference held in Austin and has had a major economic 
impact on music venues, bars, restaurants and hotels. SXSW organizers reported that in 
2010, the festival injected approximately $113 million into the Austin economy. 
Visit impactnews.com/SxSW for festival coverage.
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Film — march 11–19
Now in its 18th year, SxSW Film features nine days of 
screenings, speakers and industry workshops.

Films screened run the gamut from serious to silly—“Cyrus” 
and “Kick-Ass” premiered at SxSW Film 2010—and this year 
is no exception. SxSW 2011 films include Japanese director 
Takashi Miike’s “13 Assassins,” “Source Code” starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Jodie Foster’s “The Beaver.”

interactive — march 11–15
SxSW Interactive features five days of panels and 
presentations from leaders in emerging technology ranging 
from social media to community development.

Interactive also includes Screenburn Arcade, a free-to-the-
public, three-day event featuring the latest in video games. 

Now in its fifth year, ScreenBurn runs March 11–15 and is 
held on the first floor of the Austin Convention Center. The 
ScreenBurn Arcade runs from March 11–14.

muSic — march 16–20
SxSW Music started in 1987 and is the original and most 
popular of the three portions of SxSW. This year’s festival 
will feature approximately 2,000 acts.

By day, discussions, panels and presentations about 
the music industry are scheduled for conference-goers. 
Meanwhile, others attend day parties around the city. These 
parties are mostly free, unofficial events that are open to 
the public and often feature free food and drinks, though 
some parties are invite-only or require an RSVP.

By night, official SxSW Music concerts—called showcases—
are held across nearly 100 bars, clubs and other venues. 
Rather than performing full-length shows, bands typically 
play 40-minute sets, allowing for showcases to feature 
several bands in a short amount of time.

badGeS ($550–$1,250)
Badges allow the highest level of access to 
showcases and industry events at SxSW. Badge 
holders are granted entry before those who have 
wristbands and or who walk-up at all official SxSW 
Music showcases.

Five badges are available for sale at sxsw.com/attend. 
One badge is available for each separate portion 
of the festival ($550 for Film, $750 for Interactive, 
$750 for Music), and two badges are offered for 
combinations of events ($950 for a gold badge, which 
covers Film and Interactive; $1,250 for a platinum 
badge, which covers Film, Interactive and Music).

WriStbandS ($139–$165)
Wristbands are for those interested in SxSW 
concerts. Unlike badges, they do not include entry to 
industry events, conferences or panels.

Wristbands grant attendees free entry into any 
official SxSW Music showcase, but are trumped by 
badges. A majority of SxSW Music wristbands are 
reserved for Austin-area residents. With proof of a 
local billing address, those seeking wristbands may 
purchase one for themselves and one for a guest. 
Wristbands start at $139 for the first 2,000 buyers, 
then $165 for those thereafter. Wristbands went on 
sale Feb. 17. Visit wristbands.sxsw.com.

Pay at the door
From free concerts at Auditorium Shores to day 
shows on Sixth Street, dozens of free official and 
unofficial showcases are offered during SxSW. At 
many official showcases, a limited number of walk-
up guests (those without badges or wristbands) are 
granted entry. If going without a wristband or badge, 
plan on showing up early, waiting in line and having 
backup plans if turned away. Choc Quib Town at Momo’s in 2010.

The crowd at last year’s trade show.

A directors’ Film panel in 2010.
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 1 70 $5
 2 12 $5–$7
 3 57 $6
 4 50 $5
 5 19 $5
 6 40 $3
 7 78 $5
 8 51 $5–$8
 9 165 $5–$7
 10 200 $5–$7
 11 49 Free
 12 40 $5–7
 13 39 $5–$10
 14 60 $5–$10
 15 44 Free
 16 55 Free
 17 130 $5–$10
 18 170 $6–$10
 19 54 $5–$7
 20 24 $6.50–$8
 21 94 $7
 22 21 $5 Fri.–Sat.
 23 31 $5
 24 38 $7–$10
 25 28 $5
 26 68 $5–$7
 27 53 $5–$8
 28 54 $5–$10
 29 17 $6
 30 131 $5 Fri.–Sat.
 31 90 $7–$10
 32 285 $5–$8
 33 51 $5–$8

 34 17 $10
 35 215 $6
 36 200 $5
 37 46 $10
 38 52 $5–$7 Wed.–Sat.
 39 250 $5–$8
 40 70 $5 per day
 41 647 $5–$7 Wed.–Sat.
 42 90 $7–$10
 43 700 $5
 44 503 $10
 45 340 $5–7 Thur.–Sat.
 46 637 $5–$8
 47 759 $5–$10
 48 40 $8
 49 27 $7 weekends only
 50 453 $5–$8
 51 196 $20 maximum 4.5 hours
 52 205 $5 Fri.–Sat.
 53 400 $5–$7
 54 535 $7–$10
 55 348 $15
 56 850 $5–$7
 57 381   —
 58 773 $8
 59 550 $7 after 6 p.m. Wed.–Sat.
 60 — $3–$5
 61 1000 $3–$11, $8 weekends
 62 1248 Free for first 2 hours
 63 200 $10 maximum 2 hours
 64 130 $5–$6
 65 685 $3–$11, $8 weekends
 66 25 $5–$7

Number of spaces | price Number of spaces | price

doWntoWn ParkinG Guide

Parking
garage

Parking 
lot

Source: City of Austin 
Transportation Department
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I n the more than 30 years Carrabba 
Conservation has been conserving 
documents and works of art on paper, 

millions of dollars worth of paper have 
shuffled in and out the office.

Cheryl Carrabba started her company in 
Seattle before moving to Texas to work for 
the Harry Ransom Center. Over time, she 
saw a need for a private paper conservator 
and realized no one was filling that niche. 

“There are probably 30 to 40 conserva-
tors in the state of Texas,” Carrabba said. 
“But most of them are employed at muse-
ums, the Harry Ransom Center here in 
Austin or in a library system. So to go out 
and be out in the field as we are is not as 
unusual for some specializing in paintings, 
but it is very unusual for paper.”

She left the center and restarted her 
business. Three locations later, Carrabba 
now works by appointment only out of a 
converted duplex in Northwest Austin.

Carrabba, who serves as the chief 
conservator for Carrabba Conservation, 
earned her degree from the Camberwell 
College of Art in London. 

Along with eight employees, she works 
to conserve and prevent future damage 
to works of art and artifacts on paper, as 
well as documents for private individu-
als, government entities and museums 
across the state. 

The firm has two separate tracks: art on 
paper and archives. 

“Those are very different approaches,” 
Carrabba said. “We can’t do both, neces-
sarily, at the same time because they are 
different lab setups.”

To work more efficiently, she said, 

Carrabba Conservation owner Cheryl Carrabba has been conserving paper items for more than 30 years.

employees block certain months to focus 
on one track or the other and work on 
several projects together. 

Some of the work Carrabba has com-
pleted includes the original Texas 300 
documents, which contain information 
about Stephen F. Austin and the settlers 
who moved with him to Texas, the Texas 
Constitution and other Texas history arti-
facts. However, documents as seemingly 
insignificant to state history as personal 
love letters or a great-grandparent’s wed-
ding certificate are treated the same as 
any other item by Carrabba and her team. 

“We are not snobby about what we will 
work on because sometimes one or two 
documents is all a family has that docu-
mented the history of great-grandmother,” 
she said. “Frequently people will come in 
and say, ‘I know this isn’t worth anything, 
but,’ and they go on, and I say if it’s worth 
something to you, then it has value.”

She also works on contemporary pieces.
Before an item is touched, it is evaluated 

and a plan is determined to treat it. If the 
client approves all the steps and wants to 
move forward, a report is completed on 
the item and all of the steps that will be 
necessary to conserve it. Every part of the 
process is documented.

“We write full reports and document 
everything because we will be gone and 
the piece will live on. The next generation 
who owns the piece and the generation 
after that [will have] a record of every-
thing that was done to it. That’s very 
important to museums; they demand 
that. Historic societies demand that,” 
Carrabba said. “We document everything 
that we do. That’s the most important 
thing in conservation, as opposed to res-
toration, which is just do it.”

By Beth Wade

Carrabba 
Conservation
Preserving history is  
conservator’s mission
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Carrabba  
Conservation
9002 Anderson Mill Road
452-5880
www.carrabbaconservation.com

afterballoon kyphoplastybefore

MEDTRONIC 
Spinal and Biologics Business  
1221 Crossman Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA 94089  USA 
Tel: (408) 548-6500

16003152_001 [01]

For more information
on balloon kyphoplasty or to find

a local physician performing the procedure, 
email your questions to

 BackPainAd@yahoo.com
call 877-459-7466 

or visit www.kyphon.com

Don’t turn
your back
on back pain.

If you’re over 50 or 
have osteoporosis, it’s 
important that you don’t 
ignore your back pain.  
It may signal a spinal 
fracture. See your doctor 
right away if you think 

you may have one.

Spinal fractures 
can be repaired if 
diagnosed. 
KYPHON® Balloon 
Kyphoplasty is a 
minimally invasive 
treatment for spinal 
fractures that can 
correct vertebral body 
deformity, reduce pain 
and improve patient 
quality of life.

Although the complication rate with KYPHON® Balloon Kyphoplasty has been demonstrated 
to be low, as with most surgical procedures, there are risks associated with the procedure, 
including serious complications. This procedure is not for everyone. A prescription is required. 
Please consult your physician for a full discussion of risks and whether this procedure is right 
for you.
© 2008 Medtronic Spine LLC. All Rights Reserved.

TAKE CHARGE
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Daily health maintenance

The Apothecary Shop owner Tom Schnorr 
recommends people take four daily supplements.

Multivitamin: to get all the nutrients a person 
does not get from food

Fish oil (or evening primrose oil for vegetarians 
and vegans): reduces inflammation and keeps 
the gut healthy 

Co-Q-10: increases energy and protects the 
insides of cells

Probiotic: keeps the digestive system regular

The Apothecary Shop
11645 Angus Road, Ste. 1
345-1444 
www.apothecaryshopaustin.com
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The Apothecary Shop
Western medicine meets a holistic approach

P harmacist and nutritionist 
Tom Schnorr said he has 
always been intrigued by 

chemicals and how they affected 
the body.

He learned how to unite phar-
maceuticals with nutrition while 
providing treatment to AIDS 
patients in Houston in the 1980s.

“It was affecting all my 
neighbors, the gay couples, the 
artists,” he said. “I did what I 
could to help.”

During that time, Schnorr 
said he learned about functional 
medicine, which involves looking 
at the whole person and not fully 
relying on taking medication to 
solve a problem, before it became 
a well-known term, he said.

Schnorr said he has continued 
to take a functional medicine 
approach at The Apothecary 
Shop, which he bought in April 
2005 from retired pharmacist 
John Cantu. He caters to both 
people and pets because many pet 
medications are a diluted form of 

human medication.
Part of functional medicine 

involves Schnorr asking his 
patients about their spiritual and 
social lives, exercise and food 
habits and any vitamins and 
medications they take.

“We get [many patients] off 
[prescription] drugs or help 
them use [the medications] bet-
ter,” he said.

For patients with chronic pain, 
Schnorr said nutritional support 
is important to reduce side effects 
of pain medications.

Schnorr and his staff make 
about one-third of the medica-
tions they sell. The process is 
called compounding and starts 
with mixing the medicine in its 
raw powder form before putting it 
into a capsule or ointment. Each 
month, the shop’s staff makes 
about 30,000 pills and 25 gallons 
of creams and ointments.

He said they can create 
many medications that have 
been discontinued because 

pharmaceutical companies no 
longer make money on the drug 
or an ingredient became too 
expensive.

Schnorr is able to charge the 
same rate for medications as the 
chain pharmacies because insur-
ance companies set prices. He 
also offers savings for paying with 
cash and ships medicines to about 
20 patients a day for free.

Schnorr said what sets his shop 
apart is the personalized service.

“You’re known by the third 
time you come in,” he said.

He will also consult custom-
ers on the medications they take 
and the vitamins and supple-
ments they could take and the 
lifestyle changes they could make 
to decrease how much medicine 
they need.

“It improves the safety [of 
taking medications] and it gives 
you easy access to a health care 
professional who knows you,” 
Schnorr said.

Tom Schnorr, nutritionist  
and pharmacist, says he 

focuses on functional medi-
cine for his customers. 

BUSINESS

By Amy Deis
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www.rrhec.txstate.edu/bobcatday

Saturday, February 26, 2011 10 a.m.
at the Round Rock Higher Education Center

BOBCATDAY
Learn about:
 Choosing the right degree program

 Admissions and financial aid

 Partnerships between Texas State  
and local community colleges

 Bachelor’s and master’s degrees,  
as well as certificates

RSVP for the event and find more information at

A member of The Texas State University System

11-125 RRHEC Ad for Community Impact 4.9167 x 6.04.indd   1 1/31/11   9:29 AM

 APRIL 1, 2011 | 9:30am-5:00pm | RENAISSANCE AUSTIN HOTEL
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DINING

Midori Sushi
Restaurant rolls out the taste of Japan

F or the owners of Midori Sushi, big-
ger is not always better. The small 
Japanese restaurant sits next to an 

abandoned Albertsons off US 183, hardly 
visible to those passing by.

But that is just the way Micha Lee likes it. 
“Our customers tell us, don’t go bigger, 

stay smaller,” Lee said. “I recognize every 
regular customer and make a relationship 
[with them].”

Lee’s husband, Sang, started Midori in 
2002, bringing 25 years of experience as 
a sushi chef in restaurants in Los Angeles 
and Austin. 

Midori, meaning green in Japanese, 
began with just a few loyal customers and 
steadily gained popularity. 

Customers would almost always come 
back and then recommend it to their 
friends, Lee said.

“Every year we grew a tremendous 
amount,” Lee said. “We hardly [ever] 
advertised. It’s all been word of mouth.”

Lee, who began leading Midori’s daily 
operations in 2005, described the restau-
rant as cozy. Japanese decor covers the 
green walls, and Asian umbrellas hang 
from the ceiling. 

A sushi bar is located in the back, and 
customers can opt to sit in wooden booths 
or at low tables with pillows. 

Good service, quality food and reason-
able portion sizes are a few of the restau-
rant’s greatest strengths, Lee said. 

She said the atmosphere during 

lunchtime is casual, and the bento box 
lunch specials have become increasingly 
popular.

The Bulgogi bento box ($9.95 weekdays 
until 2:30 p.m.) comes with marinated 
Korean barbecue beef with a sweet sauce, 
a California roll, two pieces of sushi and 
other side dishes that vary daily. Every 
combination lunch box is served with miso 
soup and a house salad.

Evenings and Saturdays are more 
formal, and many people order a bottle of 
sake with their meal, Lee said. 

“Our customers are very loyal,” Lee 
said. “They come here to eat and dress up 
on the weekends.”

Midori not only serves sushi, but grilled 
entrees such as salmon teriyaki with veg-
etables and jumbo shrimp tempura (both 
$13.95). 

For dessert, Midori offers a variety of 
ice cream flavors ($3.50)—such as green 
tea, red bean, plum wine and mango—as 
well as fried ice cream made with tem-
pura ($4.50). 

Lee said she and Sang have no plans to 
expand Midori’s current location, but the 
couple might open another restaurant in 
the future.

Maintaining a close relationship with 
her regulars is most important, she said.

“Everywhere I go, someone will recog-
nize me, or I’ll recognize them,” she said. 
“I’ve made some good friends.”

By Rebecca LaFlure

Midori Sushi has a reputation for creative sushi 
rolls and bento box lunch specials, Lee said.

Midori Sushi co-owner Micha Lee manages the 
restaurant’s daily operations.

Sushi chefs at Midori Sushi prepare a plethora of offerings for diners.

What is a bento box?
A bento box is a Japanese combination 
lunch served on a tray or box with 
several small dishes divided into different 
compartments. At Midori, the lunches 
range from $8.95 to $9.95 on weekdays 
from 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Each bento 
box includes an entrée, California roll, two 
pieces of sushi and side dishes that vary 
daily. Miso soup and a house salad are 
served before the meal. Popular entrees 
include chicken teriyaki, grilled salmon, 
broiled red snapper and shrimp tempura.

On the menu
A sample of Midori’s popular sushi rolls:

•	Marilyn Monroe Roll: Spicy tuna inside with 
salmon, masago, scallions, avocado and spe-
cial sauce on top, $11.95

•	Texas Roll: Shrimp tempura, jalapeño and 
avocado topped with masago and Midori 
spicy sauce, $8.95

•	Rock and Roll: Shrimp tempura, cucumber, 
avocado, masago and lettuce, $8.95

•	Phoenix Roll: Deep fried roll of chopped red 
snapper and salmon topped with Midori spicy 
sauce, $8.95

Midori Sushi
13435 US 183, Ste. 301
257-1411
www.midorisushiaustin.com

Mon.–Thu., 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 5–9:30 
p.m.; Fri. 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 5–10:30 
p.m.; Sat. noon–10 p.m. 
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183 Anderson Mill Rd.

Pond Springs Rd.

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Ask and receive
$25 off your 

first time
home cleaning!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com
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That Pays!
FREE

Checking

Our checking account is still f
ree and pays members 

10¢cash back on every debit car
d purchase !

Join online �– rbfcu.org
Lake Creek

10135 Lake Creek Pkwy
Federally insured by the NCUA 512-833-3300 1-800-580-3300

we are always the same 
age inside. —gertrude stein

 Introducing The Health Care 
Center at Longhorn Village 
retirement community, Austin’s 
exceptional choice, where age 
is honored, beauty inspires and 
care revolves around resident 
convenience.  An extraordinary 
setting of wellness and vitality 
that champions the youthful 
spirit inside each person.  With 
all private accommodations; all 
the advantages of a new brand of exceptional senior care.  Call 
(512) 382-4664 today for your personal tour, or write to us at 
HealthCare@LonghornVillage.com.

Now Open! Direct admission is available 
with no entrance fee:

•	 Assisted	Living	(highest level 
 licensed in Texas)
•	 Rehabilitation	&	Skilled	Nursing
•	 Memory	Care	&	Alzheimer's	Support

12001 Longhorn Parkway • Steiner ranch  
auStin, tX 78732 • www.LonghornviLLage.com

THE HEALTH CARE CENTER AT

PEOPLE

By Beth Wade

Ellen Jefferson
Veterinarian works to make Austin a no-kill city

E llen Jefferson’s love of animals has 
helped shape her career, inspiring 
her to start a private veterinary 

practice and later to become a leader for 
Austin’s no-kill movement.

“I always loved animals, and it seemed 
like a natural thing [to become a vet],” Jef-
ferson said. 

After earning her undergraduate degree 
from Trinity University in San Antonio, 
Jefferson earned her veterinary degree 
from Virginia Tech and then decided to 
settle in Austin. 

“My mom grew up in San Antonio and 
was a school teacher in the ’60s in Austin,” 
Jefferson said. “She spoke highly of it. It 
feels like home, even though as a military 
brat, I never really had a home.”

Jefferson founded Emancipet in 1999 as 
a low-cost spay/neuter clinic after volun-
teering at area animal shelters.

“I was just struck by how many animals 
in ’99 were dying no matter what their 
health condition,” she said. “It didn’t make 
a lot of sense for me to spend my time 
volunteering as a vet to help the animals at 
the shelter because they were just getting 
killed anyway.”

Executive Director Ellen Jefferson said Austin Pets Alive has been focused on increasing live animal out-
comes since the group was founded in 1997. 
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Emancipet was Jefferson’s way of help-
ing lower the number of animals going 
into the shelters. The nonprofit grew and 
was able to hire an executive director and 
create a board of directors. Jefferson, who 
was upset by the number of animals still 
being euthanized, decided to step down 
and joined Austin Pets Alive.

“I just felt like the number of animals 
that were still dying was still too high 
after 10 years of doing low-cost spay/
neuter, and I felt like there must be more 
that could be done at the shelter level,” she 
said. “I kind of circled back to the shelter 
level and approached Austin Pets Alive 
to see if they would join me in trying to—
since they had the original goal anyway—
join forces and really push to make Austin 
a no-kill city.”

Jefferson is now executive director of 
Austin Pets Alive, which was founded in 
1997 by a group of activists. Her goal is to 
increase the number of live outcomes.

“Everybody talks about euthanasia 
percent, but actually that’s not what we 
were focused on,” she said. “We were 
focused on live outcome numbers and 
how do we increase the overall live 

outcome number. We started working 
with Town Lake [Animal Center] to take 
animals that no other group wanted. We 
didn’t want to duplicate efforts because 
that would just displace [animals], rather 
than increase [live outcomes]. We started 
doing offsite adoptions for Town Lake 
and increasing the number of animals 
that were leaving alive.”

The group’s effort to make Austin no-
kill were aided in March when the City 
Council adopted a plan to reduce animal 
euthanizations to 10 percent of the animal 

shelter population.  
Jefferson said she expects the city to 

reach that goal this year. The city is cur-
rently at 12 percent, she said. 

“I think anybody can do anything,” she 
said. “It just takes standing up to opposi-
tion and going with what you believe is 
right. You can make a difference, not eas-
ily—it’s definitely difficult—but everybody 
has the power to make change and to do it.”

Beyond her work at Austin Pets Alive, 
Jefferson serves on the city’s Animal 
Advisory Commission.
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Keep Texas Beautiful
Educating the public to keep the state clean

R eminding Texans to take care 
of their state has been the goal 
of Keep Texas Beautiful for the 

past 44 years.
Although its roots began in 1967 

as Texas prepared to host the 1968 
World’s Fair in San Antonio, the 
nonprofit has called Austin home 
for about 20 years, said Cathie Gail, 
executive director of Keep Texas 
Beautiful. The nonprofit maintains an 
office in Northwest Austin.

Keep Texas Beautiful has three focus 
areas: litter prevention, beautification, 
and waste reduction and recycling.

It also serves as an umbrella orga-
nization for 360 affiliate communities 
across Texas including Austin, Cedar 
Park, Pflugerville and Round Rock.

“We call them our troops on the 
ground,” Gail said.

The nonprofit assists communities 
with programs, anti-litter campaigns 
and beautification projects. One 
issue is cutting down on plastic bags, 
which are a large contributor to the 
litter problem, Gail said. Keep Texas 

Beautiful works with cities to help 
recycle or reuse plastic bags, whichever 
method works for that community.

The nonprofit also works with 
communities to help them establish 
community gardens or organize a 
pharmaceutical collection day.

Gail said a goal at Keep Texas 
Beautiful is to connect citizens, 
businesses and legislators. She said 
citizens serve as the volunteers and 
stakeholders, and they work with 
local governments to implement 
ordinances and change.

Businesses can support these efforts 
through funding and sponsorships.

“By participating as volunteers, 
[businesses] can promote and influ-
ence the economic benefits of a green 
community and can help influence 
programs such as recycling and sus-
tainability planning,” Gail said.

Working at Keep Texas Beautiful 
is inspiring to Gail because of the 
passion and efforts brought on by the 
volunteers at the nonprofit and in the 
affiliate communities, she said.

NONPROFIT

Keep Texas Beautiful Executive Director Cathie Gail 

By Amy Deis

Keep Texas Beautiful
8850 Business Park Drive, Ste. 200, 
www.ktb.org • 478-8813

Upcoming events

March 1–May 31
Great American Clean-up
Keep Texas Beautiful will help neighborhood 
groups clean up their communities by provid-
ing resources such as trash bags, gloves and 
litter pickup devices. Each community group is 
responsible for planning its own event. Local 
events may be found by ZIP code at  
www.ktb.org/get-involved/calendar.aspx.

April 2  Texas Trash Off
Cathie Gail, Keep Texas Beautiful executive di-
rector, said the Texas Trash Off is the nonprofit’s 
single largest one-day event. In 2010, 74,000 
volunteers worked at 840 events across the 
state. She said these cleanup events are the 
most effective way to teach litter prevention.

“Once you clean it, you think twice about litter-
ing again,” she said.

‘Don’t Mess With Texas’

Twenty-five years ago, the Texas Department of 
Transportation launched the “Don’t Mess With 
Texas” campaign and slogan, created by Tim 
McClure, one of the founders of Austin-based 
advertising agency GSD&M. Since then, Keep 
Texas Beautiful has collaborated with the ‘Don’t 
Mess With Texas’ program.

183

Jollyville Rd.
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“� e Key to All of Your 
Real Estate Needs”

Jammer – team scorer who starts each 
jam behind the pack. 

Lead jammer – jammer in the lead and the 
only one that can call off a jam. If a jammer 
steps off of the track or touches the red 
zone at the bottom of the track with any 
part of her body, she is no longer the lead 
jammer, regardless of her position.

Pivot – the pace setter for the pack who 
can be identified by a stripe on her helmet. 

Blocker – the position that tries to block 
the opposing jammer and help their jammer 
through the pack

Each skater has a derby name she is 
known by in the league. The names can 
have meaning or be fun, but they are 
usually a play on words.

“Each person is so different, and every 
time they come up with one I think, 
‘Oh, that fits you perfectly,” league co-
founder April Ritzenthaler said. “It really 
fits people’s personalities.”

Roller derby definitionsWhat’s in a name?

TXRD–Lonestar Rollergirls
Roller derby league celebrates 10 years in Austin

For some, Austin roller derby 
brings to mind images of 
girls knocking each other 

off their skates in the midst of a 
crowd of hipsters, but TXRD–
Lonestar Rollergirls skater 
Natalie Schiro said the group’s 
bouts bring in just about every 
type of spectator.

 “So many different kinds of 
people like it,” said Schiro, a 
blocker who is also known as 
Honey Homicide on the Cherry 
Bombs team. “We don’t have 
a straight demographic. Back 
when I first started, you would 
have anybody from Hasidic 
Jews to punk rockers to business 
people to families. It is still that 
way today, in a lot of ways.”

The bouts draw about 1,500 
people, but all-star games have 
drawn crowds almost double 
that size. Viewers can expect 
loud music along with yelling 
and hard-hitting action, she said. 

Schiro said the league’s popu-
larity has risen in the past few 
years, thanks to some help from 
the A&E series “Rollergirls,” 
which aired on the network in 
2006 and featured several of the 
league’s skaters. More recently, 
the 2009 movie “Whip It” about 
roller derby set in Austin gar-
nered additional attention for the 
league, she said.

The league’s 2011 season will 
be aired on KCWX in San Anto-
nio but will be on local digital 
antennae Channel 2.

TXRD got its start in Janu-
ary 2001 after a group of about 
50 women gathered together 
to revive the sport for a per-
formance art piece. The man 

Hayly LeMond, also known 
as Dusty Doublewide, 

(left), skates in a TxRD–
Lonestar Rollergirls all 
stars game Jan. 30.  

TXR–Lonestar Rollergirls
Matches at Palmer Events Center
900 Barton Springs Road
www.txrd.com Barton Springs Rd.

W. Riverside Dr.
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Beth Wade
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behind the show tried to host 
a fundraiser to get the show 
going, but disappeared after 
the fundraiser failed. However, 
the four women who served as 
the original team captains and 
a few other skaters decided to 
create a league. 

“The four of us captains were 
like, ‘Well, we kind of want to 
do this. This is interesting and 
fun. It could be amazing and 
we could do it really great.’ So, 
we took it from there,” said 
co-founder April Ritzenthaler, 
who is also known as La Muerta 
when she is on the track.

Known as the She-E-Os, 
Ritzenthaler, Anya Jack, Heather 
Burdick and Nancy Haggerty 
got the wheels turning, and the 
league hosted its first bout in 
June 2002. 

Later that year, a dispute 
caused a rift in the group, and 
some members split off to form 
TXRD, while others formed the 
Texas Rollergirls, Austin’s flat 
track roller derby league. The 
two leagues have since made 
up but continue to operate 
separately and play two different 
types of derby.

TXRD matches are held mostly 
at the Palmer Events Center, 900 
Barton Springs Road, and consist 
of eight-minute quarters, made 
up of periods of play called jams. 
The team’s jammer must make 
it through a pack of blockers to 
score points. A jammer receives 
a point for every opposing team 
member she laps.

Flat track derby’s jams last 
about two minutes on a flat track, 
while TXRD plays on a bowl track 

with one-minute jams.
Since its inception, TXRD has 

grown from four teams to five, 
with about 70 skaters ages 21 
to 45 and about 30 nonskaters, 
including the league’s produc-
tion team.

“I get excited about the com-
munity and how everybody 
works together,” Ritzenthaler 
said. “To me, it’s the transfor-
mative process; it’s why I stay 
around. I just absolutely love it. 
It’s fun, it’s campy and you get 
to be something bigger than you 
are in your everyday life. But 
within the structure, you still 
have a humility with it.”

While there are rivalries 
between teams, Schiro said the 
group’s motto has always been, 
“League first.”

“We want everyone to be suc-
cessful,” Schiro said.  

Roller derby first started in the 
early 1900s as more of an endur-
ance sport. Over the course of 
its evolution, the game shifted 
to include more entertainment 
value, including stunts and fake 
fights. The movement mostly 
ended in 1973, Ritzenthaler said.

Schiro said roller derby honors 
“the girls who came before us,” 
including those who fought for 
female equality in society. 

“So now we have this equal-
ity—socially, in the business 
sphere and politically,” she said.  
“We still have some ways to go, 
but we can do whatever we want 
with it. So if you want to skate in 
a circle with your friends in fish-
net stockings and hit each other, 
you are more than welcome to.”

 Elizabeth Patrick, skate name Dixie Sanchez, 
 cheers on teammates at the bout Jan. 30. 

 Kate Wissman, known as Kate or Dye, skates 
at the TxRD all-star game as a member of the 
United Skates Navy on Jan. 30.

Some names include:
•	 Bully Jean
•	 Alison Chains
•	 Holly Peno

•	 Kategory 5
•	 Punky Bruiser
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Esperanza School

Esperanza School
Log cabin one of earliest schools in Travis County

Recorded as a Texas   
Historic Landmark in 1974, 
the log cabin schoolhouse 

is now located in the Zilker 
Botanical Gardens. 

  The Esperanza 
School, a one-room 
schoolhouse once lo-
cated near what is now 
MoPac and Spicewood 
Springs Road, was one 
of the earliest schools in 
Travis County.

Esperanza School
Located at Zilker Botanical Gardens
2220 Barton Springs Road

HISTORY

By Beth Wade
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The Esperanza School was a 
log cabin built in 1866 and 
served as one of the earliest 

one-room rural schools in Travis 
County. It was built on the prop-
erty of Richard McKenzie, near 
the current intersection of MoPac 
and Spicewood Springs Road.

Children of neighboring farms 
attended the school before public 
education took root in Texas, 
according to a marker issued by 
the Texas Historical Commis-
sion in 1974.

The school’s founders chose 
the word Esperanza, a Spanish 
word they thought meant beau-
tiful or pretty, for the school’s 
name because of the area’s hills 
and evergreens, according to a 
county schools’ 1936 publica-
tion “The Defender.” The pub-
lication contains information 
about rural schools. 

Although the school has a 
Spanish name, there is no record 
of any Hispanic students ever 
attending the school. The word 

Esperanza actually means hope.
A larger school building 

was built in 1893 and the one 
room log cabin was put to other 
uses. According to information 
provided by local historian J.M. 
Owens to the commission, the 
former schoolhouse was moved 
to Burnet Road. 

It was used as a smokehouse 
for sometime before Botho 
Schneck purchased it. Schneck 
disassembled the cabin and 
moved it to another location 
on Balcones Trail where it was 
reassembled, and Schneck’s 
wife used the building as a 
dress shop.

The cabin’s dimensions were 
slightly altered due to rotting on 
some of the logs, which made the 

room smaller.
The cabin was sold in 1970 

to Earl Ingerson, who moved it 
to Wabash Street just south of 
34th street and restored it to its 
original purpose and used the 
building for individual teaching, 
according to Owens. 

The Ingerson family donated 
the building to the City of Aus-
tin as an Austin Bicentennial gift 
and moved to the Zilker Park 
Botanical Gardens. 

The building is now located in 
the gardens near an old Swed-
ish log cabin and several other 
pioneer-era buildings. 

The interior of the building 
has been made to resemble a 
schoolhouse of that time period.

Barton Springs Rd.
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Locally owned and operated since 2002

OVER 100,000 DELL LAPTOP REPLACEMENT PARTSOVE
MoPac
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Waterford 
Centre Blvd.WWW.PARTS-PEOPLE.COM  •  2929 LONGHORN BLVD SUITE 101

2gb RAM
Window XP Pre-Installed

DELL LATITUDE
CORE 2 DUO 
LAPTOP $349

Purchase of $50 or more Purchase of $100 or more
$19 .95

$32 .95

$19 .95

$74 .95

$12 .95

$8 .88

LAPTOP SERVICE CENTER
$100 Dell Laptop Repair

(Plus Parts)

$200 Dell Laptop Refurbishing
(includes Parts and Labor)

GET ALMOST ANY DELL LAPTOP PART FROM US
• Motherboards • LCD Screens • Wireless Cards • Speakers • Bluetooth 
Card • Laptop Batteries • Rubber Feet • Latches • Touchpads • Palm-
rests • Keyboards • LCD Top Covers • LCD Front Bezel • Bottom 
Base • LCD Hinges • AC Power Adapters • DVD Burners • Hard 
Drives • LCD Cables • Cooling Fans • Printers any part needed

LAPTOPS STARTING AT $199
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Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Now Open
Round Rock Mai Lien Bis-
tro is now open at 1779 Wells 
Branch Parkway, Ste. 102, Aus-
tin. The Vietnamese restaurant 
specializes in traditional beef 
noodle soup and serves dishes 
such as vermicelli noodle bowls 
and hot pots. 215-0250

Downtown Austin Had-
dingtons, 601 W. Sixth St., 
opened Jan. 4 in a rustic 
American tavern designed 
by Austin architect Michael 
Hsu. The restaurant and bar 
serves American cuisine with 
British influences and special-
ity cocktails. Mulberry chef 
Zack Northcutt teamed with 
restaurateur Michael Polombo 
and former Fino mixologist 
Bill Norris to create the new 
restaurant and bar.  
www.thehaddington.com

Central Austin Dickey’s 
Barbecue Pit opened its first 
Austin location at 5350 Burnet 
Road on Nov. 19. The restau-
rant started in Dallas and has 
expanded to include more 
than 130 locations in 32 states.  
Dickey’s intends to open 18 
more locations, including 
another location in Austin. 
467-6653, www.dickeys.com

School Notes
Round Rock Penny Smelt-
zer, an Advanced Placement 
statistics teacher at Westwood 
High School was named the 
recipient of the third annual 
O’Donnell Texas AP Teacher 
Award on Jan. 7 and received a 
$30,000 cash prize. The award 
honors outstanding AP teach-
ers throughout the state. Dixie 
Ross, who has led the AP cal-
culus program at Pflugerville 
High School for the last eight 
years, was an award finalist. 
http://texasapteacheraward.org

In the News
Downtown Austin The  
Travis County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Travis County 
Veterans and Peace Officers 
Memorial Executive Com-
mittee unveiled the Veterans 
Peace Officer Memorial on 
Dec. 10 in Woodmansee Plaza. 
The monument is inscribed 
with the names of 21 veterans 
and 35 peace officers from 
Travis County who died in the 
line of duty.

Strait Music Company
13945 N. US 183, Ste. B1, Austin
918-3743 
www.straitmusic.com

West Lake Hills Walking into 
the original County Line feels 
like stepping into a 1940 road-
side Texas cafe, complete with 
Southern relics on the walls and a 
jukebox playing country tunes in 
the corner.

The smell of smoked brisket 
and ribs permeates the restaurant 
almost as much as the Southern 
hospitality evoked by employees, 
some of whom have spent decades 
on the line, even having their sons 
and daughters join them.

Hundreds of photos show 
customers posing in front of the 
“Big Rib,” which dates back to the 
restaurant’s origins—more than 
35 years ago.

“Over the years, we have always 
continued to make sure we have 
great quality and great people 
that surround us,” co-owner 
Skeeter Miller said.

Miller and co-owner Ed 
Norton, in partnership with now 
deceased co-owner Rick Goss, 
leased The County Line’s stone 

Round Rock Stu-
dents at Westwood 
High School returned 
from winter break in 
January to a new caf-
eteria—the most recent 
addition in a series of 
renovations at Westwood.

Voters passed two bonds—in 
2006 and 2008—to fund con-
struction of the projects’ initial 
phases. However, Alan Albers, 
director for operations and facili-
ties said an additional bond will 
be needed to complete the plans.

Exactly when a bond is placed 
on the ballot is up to Superinten-
dent Jesús Chávez and the school 
board, Albers said. No decisions 
have been made at this time. 

Phase 1: The first phase cost 
$10 million and included build-
ing a new administrative area on 
the first floor, adding classrooms 
on the second floor and moving 
athletic fields to make room for 
Phase 2, which also allowed more 
room for campus parking.

Phase 2: The $35 million 

City seeks to change parking meter hours

Strait Music Company The County Line

Construction 
under way at 
Round Rock, 
Westwood 
high schools
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Downtown Austin If the City 
of Austin Transportation Depart-
ment has its way, parking on the 
weekends will soon become a 
freebie of the past in downtown 
Austin. 

According to its recommen-
dations presented before City 
Council at the end of January, 
the department seeks to extend 
parking meter hours to include 
Saturdays. The meters would also 
remain in effect until midnight 
and carry a three-hour time limit.

The recommendations come 
after a year of studying parking 
usage and meeting with stakehold-
ers, said Robert Spillar, director of 
the city’s transportation depart-
ment. By implementing the rec-
ommendations, city staff hope to 

Cedar Park Since 1963, Strait 
Music Company has held a 
reputation in Austin—the live 
music capital music—as a family-
run business where customers 
become friends. 

Dan Strait, a Houston-area 
piano salesman, moved his family 
to Austin in 1963 to open a Bald-
win piano franchise to support 
his growing family. His store, 
Strait Piano and Organ, was the 
birthplace of the motto “where 
customers become friends.” After 
four years of selling pianos, Dan 
Strait expanded his store to offer 
a large variety of instruments, as 
well as provide repairs.   

Strait Music has two locations 
in North and South Austin. 

create parking turnover so that 
downtown businesses can receive a 
constant influx of new customers.

According to a memorandum 
sent by Spillar to Mayor Lee Leff-
ingwell, City Council members 
and City Manager Marc Ott, there 
are 2,300 on-street parking spaces 
and 14,000 surface lot and park-
ing garage spaces in downtown 
Austin. A November 2008 study 
conducted by parking planners 
found that 87 percent of on-street 
parking is used on Wednesday 
evenings and 96 percent is used 
on Saturday nights. 

Spillar said there are numerous 
parking garages and lots available, 
but several are either unknown to 
downtown patrons or are closed 
because they cannot compete 

with the availability of free on-
street parking. By eliminating 
free on-street parking, educat-
ing the public on alternative 
transportation methods and 
guiding patrons to available 
garages and lots, city staff hope 
to decongest downtown and 
increase business.  

Full story by Bobby Longoria at  
more.impactnews.com/11260

Dan Strait retired in 
the early 1990s and left 
the store in the owner-
ship of his son Robert. 
Robert Strait, son Clint 
and brother David all 
work together at the 
South Austin location on 
Ben White Boulevard. 

Despite the growing 
number of musicians 

who buy and sell instruments 
online, Strait Music has kept 
up with the times by adding an 
online component in addition 
to the store. 
Full story by Kate Hull at  
more.impactnews.com/11474

Lakeline 
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phase is partially completed and 
includes adding a new auxiliary 
gymnasium and converting the 
old gymnasium into a cafeteria. 
The gym was finished in August 
and the cafeteria opened in 
January. For the next 10 months, 
workers will expand the library 
and construct a two-story class-
room addition near the back of 
the campus. The final portion of 
Phase 2 is scheduled for comple-
tion in December.

Phase 3 and 4: Funding of 
the third, and final, phase will 
require an additional $20 million 
to $25 million bond election. The 
money will go toward additional 
interior renovations and class-
room upgrades. 
Full story by Rebecca LaFlure at  
more.impactnews.com/11388
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The County Line on the Hill
6500 Bee Caves Road
West Lake Hills
327-1742 • www.countyline.com

building in 1975. The building 
dates back to 1935 and over its 
history has been a gambling hall, 
a bar haven for World War II–era 
soldiers and a restaurant visited 
by celebrities such as Walter 
Cronkite and Dan Rather.
Full story by Bobby Longoria at  
more.impactnews.com/11097

Proposed funding investments

Increase from 
extended hours $3.1 million

$1.2 million $680,000 $190,000

Additional 
operating costs $1.03 million

Net revenue to 
parking fund $2.07 million

Downtown 
reinvestment

Parking 
enterprise

Transportation 
initiatives

Estimated revenue increase from meter usage
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Duval Road

Duval Road, sandwiched between US 
183 and MoPac, runs through the Angus 
Valley and Mesa Park neighborhoods. 
The area is home to a plethora of 
churches and parks as well as several 
medical centers and national companies.

Businesses

1   Michael DeGolier and Jeff Ricks 
own Evergreen Wealth Management, 
4100 Duval Road, Bldg. 4, Ste. 104A. 
They specialize in helping people with 
investing for college or retirement. They 
have a combined 45 years of experience. 
350-2459

2   Time Warner Cable customers can 
stop by the 12012 N. MoPac location 
to pay bills, pick up equipment or seek 
assistance with any other customer 
service issues. Time Warner also has 
offices for its finance, community affairs, 
commercial services and programming 
departments. 485-5555,  
www.timewarnercable.com

3   Joe and Glenda Bone have owned 
Gallery of Pets for five years, although 
the store has been around for 33 years. 
The shop, 11689 Research Blvd., Ste. 
107, caters to birds of all breeds and 
has a selection food, cages, toys and 
supplies for other animals as well.  
345-8920, www.galleryofpets.com

4   Mike Hammer is an agency owner 
with Allstate Insurance Company, 

Compiled by Amy Deis

11689 Research Blvd., Ste. 102. He 
offers insurance coverage for home, life 
and vehicles. He has been with Allstate 
for 22 years. 343-6994,  
www.autoinsurancequotesaustintx.com

5   Rules-Based Medicine, 3300 
Duval Road, is a biomarker testing 
company that tests the proteins in a 
person’s tissue, blood or other bodily 
fluid for pharmaceutical companies or 
life science researchers. 835-8026,  
www.rulesbasedmedicine.com

6   More than 100 employees work 
out of 3M’s Austin manufacturing 
plant, 11705 Research Blvd. This plant 
makes electronic hard goods like gas 
detectors and testing instruments for 
telecommunications. 888-364-3577, 
www.mmm.com/austin

7   Jaime Pina has been an Edward 
Jones financial adviser since 2004. He 
offers assistance in financial planning with 
investment, insurance and annuities at his 
office, 4100 Duval Road, Bldg. 1, Ste. 101. 
339-9300, www.edwardjones.com

Medical

8   Capital Pediatrics, 4100 Duval 
Road, Bldg. 4, Ste. 100, treats newborns 
through 18 years. The general practice 
clinic has seven pediatricians who 
provide sports physicals, wellness 
checks and immunizations. 250-0220, 
www.capitalpediatrics.com

9   Dr. Celeste Sheppard specializes in 
high-risk pregnancies at Hill Country 
Maternal Fetal Medicine, 4100 Duval 
Road, Bldg. 2, Ste. 201. She assists 
women who have difficulty getting 
pregnant and gives consults for high-risk 
and normal pregnancies before delivery. 
339-1010, www.hcmfm.com

10   At the Central Texas Pain Institute, 
4100 Duval Road., Bldg. 3, Ste. 200, 
patients receive pre-operation and post-
operation treatment for chronic pain 
through medication or injections.  
485-7200, www.centraltexaspain.com

11  The Pain Relief SurgiCenter, 4100 
Duval Road, Bldg. 3, Ste. 100, assists 
patients from the Central Texas Pain 
Institute with surgery or injections to 
remedy their pain. The office is staffed 
with two physicians, nurses and X-ray 
technicians. 836-1200,  
www.thepainreliefsurgicenter.com

12   Since 1987, the Austin Area 
Birthing Center, 4100 Duval Road, Bldg. 
2, Ste. 101 has been helping women 
have babies with the help of certified 
midwives. The independent birthing 
center offers prenatal and postpartum 
care. The center has three birthing 
rooms, each with a tub for water births. 
Classes for early pregnancy, birthing and 
prenatal yoga are available. 346-3224, 
www.austinabc.com

Parks

13   In the spring, Schroeter Park, 
11701 Big Trail, features a large 
wildflower area. The 12-acre park also 
has two basketball courts, barbecue 
pits and picnic tables. Neighbors have 
installed solar trail lights on the wooded 
trail and conduct regular cleanup events. 
974-6700, www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks

14   Balcones District Park, 12017 
Amherst Drive, is a 51-acre park with 
a swimming pool, a playground, a dog 
park and three miles of trails. 974-6700, 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks

Public services

15   About 675 children attend Will Davis 
Elementary School, 5214 Duval Road. 
Davis was named a Blue Ribbon School 
in 1998, has students from more than 
20 countries and is headed by Principal 
Douglas Hall. The school was built in 
1992 and is named after Austin attorney 
Will Davis, who served on the AISD board 
and state school board. 414-2580,  
www.austinschools.org/campus/davis

16   In June 1980, the Austin Fire 
Department Station 25 opened at 
5228 Duval Road. Five firefighters work 
each shift with two paramedics. The 
station has one pumper truck and one 
ambulance. www.ci.austin.tx.us/fire

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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REAL ESTATE

Forest North Estates
Austin – 78729

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst Realty

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

5 1 78

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

23 1,212 sf/3,127 sf $112,700/$270,000

On the market  (As of Jan. 31, 2011) Home sales  (Feb. 1–Jan. 31, 2011)

Build-out year: 1986 (except one home in 
1991, one in 1995, and one in 2004)

Builders: unknown

Number of homes: 657

Square footages: 1,115 sq. ft.–3,469 sq. ft.

Home values: $98,300– $330,000

HOA dues (estimated): $25 annually, 
voluntary

Amenities: Common grounds, jogging/biking 
path, community pool, tennis courts

Nearby attractions: Lakeline Mall, Town and 
Country Optimist Club Youth Sports Complex

Nearby Parks:

 Old Stage Park  
Near Hymeadow Drive and Meadowheath Drive

13007 Stillforest Street $224,900
4 Bedrooms / 3 Bath 2,102 sq. ft.
Agent: Ed Lundry, Keller Williams Realty   
401-6300

13002 Sherbourne $187,800
3 Bedrooms / 2 Bath 2,135 sq. ft.
Agent: Charles Collins, Beyond The Move 
Realty LLC, 748-5742

13002 Stillforest Street $161,000
4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Bath  2,403 sq. ft.
Agent: Linda Vargas, Prominent Realty Inc.   
219-5076

9807 Queensland Drive $179,900
3 Bedrooms / 2 Bath 1,694 sq. ft.
Agent: Diane Waters, Keller Williams Realty   
657-4750

Featured homes

Overview

Property taxes:

Williamson County ESD No. 1 0.1
Williamson County 0.459999
Austin Community College 0.0951
Williamson County FM/RD 0.03
Round Rock ISD 1.38
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 0.02

Total (per $100 value) 2.085099

Schools:

Round Rock ISD
1311 Round Rock Ave.
464-5000
www.roundrockisd.org

•	 Forest North Elementary School
•	 Live Oak Elementary School 
•	 Deerpark Middle School
•	 McNeil High School

Anderson Mill Rd.

Parm
er Ln.

183

45
TOLL

Lake C

reek Pkwy.

Masco Home Services, Inc., dba WellHome TX Austin, Mr. Daniel A. Foidl TACLA26373C.
* For utility and fuel provider rebates, eligibility and amounts are determined by your utility and fuel providers. For federal tax credits, consult your tax advisor for eligibility and details under the Tax Relief, 
Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-312, 12/17/10). WellHome bears no responsibility if you do not qualify for or receive any rebates or credits. Advertised available 
rebates and tax credits are as of January 1, 2011. **WellHome has a business relationship with different financing institutions. All financing is subject to the credit approval and terms and conditions of the 
financing institution. WellHome is not an agent of any financial institutions. All loans are made directly to the consumer by the financial institution. Ask your WellHome Advisor for the details of available financing 
programs. *** The limited guarantee is available only if WellHome installs the home improvements and obtains utility and fuel bills for the 12 months before the home assessment for the premises where the 
improvements are to be made. See the guarantee for additional details and limitations at www.wellhome.com. ©2011 Masco Home Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

Printed 3/11 Pub No: WHCINA0311-810

Save 50% Off A Home 
Energy Assessment Now! 

512-795-4596  |  wellhome.com

• Air & Duct Tightness Test
• Infrared Insulation Tests
• Window Evaluation
• Ventilation Testing
• Heating & Cooling Assessment
• Combustion Appliance Zone Tests
• Historic Energy Consumption Evaluation
• Financing Available**

We’ll help you stay cool and comfy this 
summer and you’ll still save energy--we 
guarantee it!*** This offer expires 3/31/11.
Mention promo code MARCH SAVINGS.

Save 10% Off Installed Insulation! 
The right amount of insulation can help 

maximize your home’s efficiency.

2011

ASK US 
ABOUT

TAX CREDITS & 
UTILITY REBATES*

For just $49, we’ll use diagnostic testing to 
pinpoint where your home is losing energy.
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 11308 Pachea Trail 4br/3ba $333,000 3,267 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78726 Canyon Creek 11017 Rio Vista Drive 3br/2ba $264,000 2,331 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78726 Canyon Creek 9607 Aire Libre Drive 5br/3ba $318,850 2,989 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78727 Champions Forest 12001 Misty Brook 3br/2ba $289,900 2,529 Jo Carol Snowden 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78727 Lamplight Village 1902 Gentilly 3br/2ba $169,900 1,529 Colleen Rouhselang 350-3787 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78727 Lamplight Village 12911 Candlestick Pl 3br/2ba $148,500 1,458 Cheri Price 632-8787 Stanberry & Associates

78727 North Shields 2502 Shields 4br/2ba $225,000 1,929 Robert Guest 567-1672 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 1505 Tapadero Court 4br/2ba $295,000 3,454 Ellen Trick 342-0675 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Summit Oaks 12103 Tweed Court 3br/2ba $199,900 1,980 Butch Patton 339-4218 Patton & Associates

78729 Courtyard Homes at Cobblestone Condo 8518 Cahill 3br/2ba $165,000 1,457 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 8125 Osborne 4br/3ba $249,900 2,821 Brian Martin 638-5885 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 12709 Modena 3br/2ba $169,950 1,725 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Springwoods 9018 Bancroft Trail 3br/2ba $179,500 1,798 Jeff Stewart 923-1669 Stanberry & Associates

78729 Village Oaks 9417 Shady Oaks Drive 3br/2ba $195,000 2,307 Nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Arbor Village Condo 8340 Fathom Circle 2br/1ba $114,000 1,316 Ron Mason 554-3447 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78750 Courtyard Homes at Anderson Oaks Condo 11000 Anderson Mill 3br/2ba $209,900 1,655 Ellen Kelsey 422-0481 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78750 Courtyard Homes at Anderson Oaks Condo 11000 Anderson Mill 0br/2ba $224,900 1,550 John Valenzuela 751-3625 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78750 Jester Estate 7309 Halbert 4br/2ba $469,900 2,796 Teresa Gouldie 751-8000 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78750 Jester/Canyon Ridge 8420 Asmara Drive 4br/3ba $529,900 3,224 Teresa Gouldie 751-8000 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 9100 Caira 4br/3ba $345,000 2,442 Samantha Hale 771-4681 StoneHaven Realty

78750 Parke at Anderson Mill 11116 Alison Parke 4br/3ba $299,000 3,218 Clay McLaughlin 917-8884 Moreland Properties

78750 Spicewood at Bull Creek 10703 Winchelsea 4br/3ba $635,000 3,722 Karen Imperato 656-0341 Avalar Austin

78750 Spicewood at Bull Creek Garden Homes 10300 Echoridge Drive 3br/2ba $350,000 2,371 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Gracywoods 11800 Knollpark Drive 4br/2ba $177,900 2,080 John Olmstead 789-9143 e-Executive Realty

78758 Quail Creek West 9414 Meadow Vale 3br/2ba $134,900 1,471 Richard Young 637-8050 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek Condo 1411 Gracy Farms Lane 2br/1ba $98,000 782 Lee Allbright 413-9520 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78758 Village at Walnut Creek 1426 Elm Brook 3br/2ba $189,000 1,644 Patrick Thomas 589-3614 Avalar Austin

78758 Wooten Village 8607 Colonial 3br/2ba $139,900 1,245 Aaron Farmer 899-9520 Texas Discount Realty

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood 1br/1ba $75,000 598 Dale Jacobson 906-9124 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78759 Arcadia Condo 9226 Jollyville 1br/1ba $108,000 759 Roland Castillo 514-3354 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Balcones West 3600 Starline 4br/3ba $450,000 2,731 Ryan Perry 694-5426 Turnquist Partners REALTORS

78759 Barrington Oaks 11713 Barrington Way 4br/2ba $194,999 1,556 Paul Logan 502-7827 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78759 Great Hills 5309 Marsh Creek Drive 4br/3ba $495,000 2,914 Glenn Newton 345-5137 Amelia Bullock, REALTORS

78759 Great Hills 7716 Yaupon Drive 4br/3ba $439,900 3,834 Heather Witte 671-0421 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Ledgestone Cliffs 8505 White Cliff 4br/2ba $397,000 2,878 Carla Ramm 250-0550 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Mesa Park 11609 Fast Horse Drive 4br/2ba $174,997 1,075 Richard Cain 794-6601 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Morado Cove Condo 10300 Morado Cove 3br/2ba $279,000 1,659 Russell Martinez 691-9383 e-Executive Realty

78759 Northwest Estates 8802 Westbluff Circle 5br/3ba $425,000 2,832 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

Market Data Northwest Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $100,000 25 / 84 days 3 / 215 days 9 / 42 days 69 / 145 days 24 / 89 days

$100,000–$149,900 33 / 97 days 34 / 124 days 25 / 75 days 25 / 82 days 29 / 77 days

$150,000–$199,900 31 / 93 days 21 / 123 days 25 / 94 days 4 / 151 days 32 / 87 days

$200,000–$299,900 3 / 96 days 3 / 5 days 28 / 123 days 3 / 348 days 28 / 123 days

$300,000–$399,900 - - 6 / 113 days 2 / 552 days 21 / 98 days

$400,000–$499,900 - - 3 / 80 days - 4 / 93 days

$500,000–$749,900 - - 2 / 85 days - 2 / 160 days

$750,000–$999,900 - - 1 / 107 days - -

$1 million + - - - - 1 / 267 days

Month 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Jan. 2011 23 / $176,000 17 / $199,900 20 / $292,500 9 / $129,900 21 / $325,000

Jan. 2010 13 / $185,000 14 / $194,849 33 / $60,000 16 / $113,445 13 / $350,000

Dec. 2010 21 / $199,800 16 / $188,700 28 / $226,238 18 / $131,750 25 / $245,000

Nov. 2010 14 / $181,250 13 / $170,000 16 / $340,750 16 / $114,250 29 / $349,900

Oct. 2010 16 / $182,450 17 / $196,900 27 / $299,000 15 / $129,900 26 / $294,450

Sept. 2010 20 / $220,900 18 / $204,911 32 / $302,450 13 / $119,900 27 / $345,000

Aug. 2010 20 / $183,930 14 / $181,000 26 / $307,400 13 / $92,900 33 / $260,000

July 2010 22 / $208,700 21 / $179,900 26 / $353,500 15 / $134,900 30 / $362,400

June 2010 26 / $192,498 21 / $172,000 47 / $298,900 33 / $115,000 39 / $315,000

On the market  (January 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

REAL ESTATE

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

Property Listings

7309 Halbert $469,900

1505 Tapadero Court $295,000

8505 White Cliff $397,000

1426 Elm Brook $189,000

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/11681

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 01/21/2011 and 02/02/2011 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and 
accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


