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Homeless population moves north
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Class C misdemeanor charges can be issued if a person:
• blocks another person’s passageway • is being aggressive
• is within 10 feet of a crosswalk or ATM • is publicly intoxicated
• is blocking lanes of traffic  • is in a park after curfew
• is sleeping under a structure with their belongings

An officer must see a person commit these activities for them to be cited. 
A person can be removed from a parking lot only if the owner of the 
business calls the police.

Laying down the law

Camping in public area
Consuming alcohol in a park/public street
Human waste (defecating or urinating in a public area)

Open glass container
Park curfew violation
Pedestrian in roadway/city ordinance
Pedestrian on roadway - walking

$222
$222
$102
$172
$178
$194
$207

$299
$299
$119
$224
$233
$281
$284

Misdemeanor offenses Early fine Standard fine

As the homeless population spreads from 
downtown to the rest of the city, north Aus-
tin residents have become concerned about 
criminal activity sometimes associated 
with the homeless lifestyle.

“What you’re seeing is a growth of home-
lessness in the North Central area because 
people are moving up the highway,” said 
Lawrence Davis, senior patrol officer and 
district representative for the North Cen-
tral area, which includes the region bound-
ed by Anderson Lane, IH 35, Walnut Creek 
and MoPac. “Transient people are nomadic 
in nature and as [the homeless downtown] 
become more territorial, some are forced 
to move north. While the camps aren’t as 
large, there seem to be more transient peo-
ple in north Austin.”

In recent years, Davis said, transient 
camps have broken up and the homeless 
have dispersed across town as law enforce-

ment gave out more tickets to large groups 
living together.
Resident concerns

At recent Austin Police Department 
Commanders Forums in north Austin, 
residents have voiced concerns about the 
homeless in their neighborhoods, particu-
larly asking about laws concerning pan-
handling and criminal activity. While all 
homeless people do not solicit (APD’s term 
for panhandling), the ones who do are the 
most visible in communities. 

Jim Letchworth, a resident in the Wal-
nut Creek Neighborhood, said he regularly 
sees solicitors at North Lamar and Braker 
Lane, asleep on the southeast corner busi-
ness property or consuming alcohol. Letch-
worth said he 
is concerned 
about the 

Panhandling an issue for some northwest Austin residents
by CandaCe birkelbaCh and Tiffany young

A national recession and a natural disaster 
set the tone for the next Texas legislative ses-
sion, which begins Jan. 13, with the decisions 
having the potential to impact the plans of 
local entities and the wallets of individuals. 

Recurring battles over fundamental issues 
like education, health care and infrastructure 
are becoming even more contentious as the 
state’s obligations grow and space in the bud-
get shrinks. 

When the last session of the Texas Legisla-
ture adjourned in May 2007, lawmakers had 
a multibillion-dollar surplus for property 
tax relief or to save for later. State Rep. Tom 
Craddick, R-Midland, had outmaneuvered 
opponents to retain his powerful position 
as House Speaker, allowing him to dictate 
which issues the House would and would 

STory highlighTS
• Hurricane ike, nationwide financial crisis

affect budget

• education, transportation and HealtH care are 
top priorities for local legislators

continued on |11

In turbulent times, state legislators push 
critical issues to top of 2009 agenda 

by Patrick brendel

not consider. Gov. Rick Perry had defeated 
three opponents to retain his position as the 
state’s top executive.

Going into the 2009 session, the landscape 
has shifted. The effects of the nationwide 
financial collapse and Hurricane Ike have 
wiped out any anticipated budget surplus. 
Democratic victories have practically dead-
locked the state House, and another battle 
for House Speaker rages while a 2010 contest 
for the governorship looms.

Given that context, lawmakers’ priori-
ties are not radically different from those in 
past years. 

The following issues will play major roles 
in the upcoming Legislative session.
Education 

Public education commands the largest 
single portion of the Texas budget, compris-
ing about $50 billion, or nearly 30 percent of 
the total, for 2008-2009.

State Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, said 
Texas needs to put additional money into 

Senate districts: Ogden represents Williamson County and 13 other counties, and Watson represents much of Travis County.

Texas House district map

Your local representatives

N

to comment, visit 
more.impactnews.com/2780

 www.impactnews.com 

Source: City of Austin

House District 48
Rep. Donna Howard, D
463-0631
www.house.state.tx.us/members/
dist48/howard.htm

House District 50
Rep. Mark Strama, D
463-0821
www.house.state.tx.us/members/
dist50/strama.htm

Senate District 14
Sen. Kirk Watson, D
463-0114
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/
members/dist14/dist14.htm

Senate District 5
Sen. Steve Ogden, R
463-0105 • 828-5224
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/
members/dist5/dist5.htm

183

MoPac

I-35

District 48

360

620 District 50

The court will issue a warrant for arrest when a person fails to make a plea to violations shown on a 
ticket, a person fails to comply with the orders of a judge or a person does not complete a payment 
plan or fails to make payments as promised.

45
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Round Rock resident Karen Henderson fell victim to a heart attack while driving her car. Thanks to the quick response of 
Williamson County EMS and St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center emergency room doctors and nurses, Karen was able to leave 
the hospital just two weeks later with normal brain and heart function.

Quick response and cutting-edge treatment are the hallmarks of our emergency room services. It is the only ER in Williamson 
County with both a certified Chest Pain Center and an on-call Emergency Heart Team. That plus new equipment and innovative 
technology mean patient care that’s second to none. So when seconds count, count on St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center.  

Just ask Karen Henderson.

STDAVIDS.COM
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growing news organization. Since launching its first 
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to the communities we serve. Now distributing to more 
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the papers’ commitment to local, unbiased reporting 
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media are on the decline, Community Impact Newspaper 
has restructured an old product — the community 
newspaper — and turned it into an important tool by 
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Publisher’s
Note

John Garrett

John Garrett
jgarrett@impactnews.com

Last December we featured an inside 
look at politics in Washington and report-
ed on what your U.S. representatives were 
focusing on to help move our country 
forward. Many things have changed in just 
one year. With an historic national elec-
tion behind us and economic uncertainty 
ahead, we thought a closer look at the state 
government that is heading back into ses-
sion would be helpful. 

Our look at the state’s top priorities for 
the 2009 session is the start of what we are 
excited to bring to you regularly. We’ve 
invested in an office in downtown Austin 
and a reporter with a passion for state 
politics to help you monitor and watch 
key legislation before it becomes law. We 
want to talk to Northwest Austin’s state 
representatives about the issues and how 
they will shape this area and monitor their 

votes. It is just another way we are trying 
to deliver local and useful news to every 
home and business here.

The topic of the homeless is something 
brought up often in Northwest Austin’s 
community meetings. We examined the 
issue to learn about the people and the 
laws surrounding those we see on street 
corners and those we don’t. Regardless 
of where you stand, homelessness is a 
growing problem, and we have provided a 
list of volunteer organizations you can get 
involved with if you want to help address 
this important community need.

As we celebrate this holiday season, I 
want to extend a special thanks to our read-
ers and advertisers. Running a free news-
paper and building a local business has its 
challenges. Your consistent support of our 
product and mission is a gift we all appreci-
ate. Enjoy your holidays and look for Traci 
to return from maternity leave in January.

Rootin’ Ridge 
Toymakers

St. Dominic Savio 
Catholic High School
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be released into the bloodstream over many 
weeks or months. The company is devel-
oping an innovative method of delivering 
medications through an under-the-skin 
device that uses nanotechnology. Visit 
www.nanomedsys.com.

2  New Catholic school
St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School 
is being built on a 45-acre tract off Neenah 
Avenue, east of Parmer Lane and adjacent 
to Holy Family Catholic School. It will open 
for freshmen next fall and add a class each 
of the subsequent three years. The school is 
a project of the Diocese of Austin under the 
leadership of Bishop Gregory Aymond. Visit 
www.saviochs.org.

Preserving wildlife
City of Austin officials announced the win-
ners of the Neighborhood Habitat Chal-
lenge. Northwest Austin winners included 
Jester Estates Homeowners Association 
and Allandale Neighborhood Association. 
The winning neighborhoods worked to 
remove invasive plant species and certified 
the most individual residences as habitats by 
providing wildlife species such as butterflies, 
songbirds and lizards with food, water, cover 

and places to raise young. Call 327-8181 
ext. 29 or www.keepaustinwild.com.

3  Fashion forward
Compass Trading Co. opened Nov. 10 in 
the Great Hills Market at 9829 Great Hills 
Trail, Ste. 330. The business offers hand-
bags, luggage, headbands, jewelry and 
purses. Call 372-3995 or visit 
www.compasstradingco.com.

4  Fresh turf
Sports surfacing contractor Hellas Con-
struction, 12170 Research Blvd., was 
selected to provide its new SoftTop remov-
able roll-up turf system to the new Dallas 
Cowboys stadium. The billion-dollar sta-
dium complex will feature the synthetic turf 
Matrix in conjunction with Hellas’ exclusive 
roll-up system, allowing for the conversion 
of three separate fields. The Cowboys sta-
dium will be the first sporting complex in 
the country with a multiple-field capability 
when complete in 2009. Call 250-2910 or 
visit www.hellasconstruction.com.

5  excellent employer 
IBM received an Employers for Educa-
tion Excellence Award from the Texas 
Education Agency in November for its 
corporate policies and volunteer programs 
that benefit public schools in Texas. TEA 
credited IBM for its flexible work/life bal-
ance policies, which encourage employees 
to be active supporters in schools where 
their children attend and where they can 
volunteer, and for a number of programs 
and initiatives specifically dedicated to 
improving public education. Visit 
www.ibm.com/ibm/ibmgives.

6  Green cleaning
Martinizing Dry Cleaners opened its first 
location in December at 9900 W. Parmer 
Lane, the first of 15 locations the company 
plans to open in the area over the next five 
years. Martinizing uses the GreenEarth 
cleaning solvent — an environmentally 
friendly alternative to perchloroethylene 
— and other green cleaning products, 
recyclable polywrap hanging bags and bio-
degradable hangers. Call 266-2086 or visit 
www.martinizing.com. 

7  Family business 
recognized
Safe Way Rental, 12126 Roxie Drive, Ste. 
A, received a certificate of appreciation 
from the American Rental Association 
for operating the oldest family-owned 
rental operation in the state of Texas. The 
business started 58 years ago by Allen R. 
Rundell, who helped introduce the rental 
concept to general contractors in Central 
Texas. Call 258-6626 or visit 
http://safewayrental.com.

1  Health food on the fly
Baby Greens, a restaurant that provides 
substantial meals to those who want to eat 
healthy in a hurry, opened a new location at 
10025 N. Burnet Road. The restaurant has 
drive-through service and offers salads and 
wraps such as cobb, Southwest and Greek. 
Call 835-BABY or visit 
www.ilovesalads.com.

Help for stroke victims
Austin Speech Labs is a newly formed 
nonprofit organization dedicated to serving 
stroke survivors in and around the Austin 
area. Its mission is to help improve quality 
of life by reducing the impact that a stroke 
can have on language, cognitive function 
and socialization for stroke survivors and 
their families. Call 294-6300, visit 
www.austinspeechlabs.org or e-mail
staff@austinspeechlabs.org.

Medical grant
NanoMedical Systems Inc. received a $3.5 
million grant from the state of Texas to ac-
celerate the completion of engineering and 
pre-clinical testing for a device which will 
allow for a controlled dose of medicine to 
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8  beltway burgers in Austin
The burger chain Five Guys is coming to 
Texas, including two in Austin. The first 
Austin location opened Nov. 4 at 3208 
Guadalupe St., with a second planned for 
the Arboretum in spring 2009. The Austin 
franchise owner has signed a contract to 
develop a total of 90 Five Guys in Austin, 
Dallas-Fort Worth and San Antonio. Call 
452-4300 or visit www.fiveguys.com.

9  New Asian restaurant
Minh's Cafe recently opened at 12221 
Riata Trace Parkway, Ste. 190 and offers a 
wide variety of Asian influenced dishes. 
It serves traditional and new-age entrées, 
desserts, specialty drinks and Vietnamese 
rice noodle soup. Call 249-6464.

10  Art instruction 
Abrakadoodle partnered with Chaparral 
Ice to open an Action Art Space at 14200 
N. IH 35 last month for private birthday 
parties for children and other groups. 
Summer camps and school holiday camps 
will be held starting next year. Call 380-
7555 or visit www.abrakadoodle.com/tx03. 

11  extended hours
Gabbi’s Burgers n Dogs, 12001 Burnet 
Road, Ste. J, is now open for dinner. New 
hours are Monday through Friday 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and 5 to 9 p.m. and Saturday 
noon to 9 p.m. The restaurant also added a 
children’s menu. Call 833-7017 or 462-
2433 or visit www.partytarget.com. 

Healthy cooking classes
Seton Family of Hospitals Chefs, Medi-
cal Nutrition Therapy and Diabetes 
Education are teaming together to offer a 
healthy holiday cooking series. Classes are 
at GoodHealth Commons at Seton Medical 
Center Williamson, 301 Seton Parkway, 
Ste. 203 in Round Rock, and are from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Cost is $25 per person or $40 per 
couple. To reserve a spot, call 324-4803 or 
visit www.goodhealthcommons.com.

Keeping warm
House the Homeless is collecting money 
to purchase thermal underwear, hats and 
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gloves for people who are homeless. All of 
the funds raised through this volunteer-
led effort will go to make this winter more 
comfortable for people without a home. 
Mail donations to House the Homeless, 
P.O. Box 2312, Austin, TX, 78768. Visit 
www.housethehomeless.org.

12  Get it printed
JOAT Screen Printing moved to 12006 
Research Blvd., Ste. D in November. The 
business offers printing services for signs, 
banners, T-shirts, photography and busi-
ness cards. Call 836-1300 or visit 
www.joatscreenprinting.com.

13  Pizza and pasta
Niki’s Pizza and Pasta, which served 
students at their Dobie Mall location for 
more than 30 years, recently opened a new 
location at 1100 Center Ridge Drive, Ste. 
320. The restaurant serves traditional New 
York-style pizza and a variety of pastas. 
Call 989-6868 or visit www.nikipizza.com.

community    events
December

Austin Children’s “The Nutcracker”
this christmas classic is uniquely presented 

especially for young audiences and features guest artist todd 
Fox, from new York, as “the nutcracker Prince.”
dougherty Arts center theatre, 1110 Barton Springs Road
Dec. 19 and 20, 7:30 p.m. • Dec. 21, 2:30 p.m.
496-5937 • www.austin-conservatory-arts.com

Sahaj Marg Meditation open house
the Sahaj Marg Spirituality Foundation provides 

meditation, spiritual education research and discussion.
unity church of the Hills, 9905 Anderson Mill Road
9:30 a.m. • 535-5212 • www.sahajmarg.org
gghantasala@yahoo.com

Free mini-classes at Kinderdance
children are invited to come and participate in 

the mini-classes free of charge to give children and parents 
alike a chance to evaluate the program. 
Rattan creek community center, 7614 elkhorn Mountain trail
Kinderdance (ages 3-5) 9:30-10 a.m., Kindertots (age 2) 
9-9:20 a.m. • 257-0733 • www.northaustindance.com

20

19-21

 January
7

7 Personal Nutrition, Inc. health foods tasting
Sample recipes from a registered dietitian. 

11673 Jollyville Road, Ste. 202
6:30-8:30 p.m. • 745-0868 • www.personalnutritioninc.com

Spa Therapy Experience 
Hosted by tranquility chiropractic Studio

Women of all ages can learn to make a simple scrub 
to rejuvenate skin and experience a hot paraffin hand 
treatment. Participants will receive a coupon for a 
complimentary massage.  
11673 Jollyville Road, Ste. 202 • 2-4 p.m. • 788-3366
 www.tranquilitycs.com

Israeli/Palestinian Comedy Tour
A standup comedy troupe is heading to Austin to 

provide a new perspective to the Middle east conflict as part 
of the Jewish community Association of Austin’s Spotlight on 
Arts & ideas Series.
Dell Jewish Community Campus, 7300 Hart Lane • 8 p.m.
$18 general admission; $15 for Jcc members; $12 for students 
and seniors 
735-8034 • www.shalomaustin.org/spotlight 
pam.prais@shalomaustin.org

Fall food drive
on Sunday, nov. 23, Hill 
country Bible church had its 
Annual Fall Food drive to help 
families in need during the 
thanksgiving holiday. every 
year, the church family takes 
donations to fill baskets with a 
turkey and all the trimmings, 
and then delivers the baskets 
to people in need. call 331-
5050 or visit www.hcbc.com.Volunteers help load canned goods into 

a vehicle.
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Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of the month. E-mail 
Candace at cbirkelbach@impactnews.com or call 989-6808. Also submit events 
online at www.impactnews.com.

STARRY Foster parent orientation
1301 north Mays, Round Rock

7-8:30 p.m. • 246-4229 • www.childrenatheartministries.org
jillian.tappan@starryonline.org

Stand Up and Be Counted
Volunteer to help count Austin's homeless 

population to raise public awareness, identify needs and raise 
money for the homeless.
4-9 p.m. • 305-4138 • www.austinecho.org
kdarakhshan@frontsteps.org 

AT&T Austin Marathon: 
26 Miles for 26 Charities

caritas of Austin has been selected as one of 26 nonprofits 
that will benefit from the At&t Austin Marathon 
philanthropic program, 26 Miles for 26 charities. 
ainsley@youraustinmarathon.com

LifeWorks 15th Annual Academy Awards Gala
Presented by Austin Ventures, the LifeWorks 

Academy Awards Gala gathers more than 700 prominent 
Austin community leaders to enjoy an elegant night of dinner, 
drinks and entertainment. Support strengthens LifeWorks’ 
mission to transition youth and families from crisis to safety 
and success.
Hilton Austin, 500 E. Fourth St. • www.lifeworksweb.org
dorian.fogo@lifeworksweb.org

January February
5

29

15

22

events to aid the homeless

Rudy Castilla, Jeff Korioth, Gabbi Korioth, Devin 
Ramos and Rebecca Daniel

10

17

14  The Domain Hotel 
groundbreaking
On Dec. 3, White Lodging and Simon 
Property Group broke ground on the 
Westin Hotel at The Domain. The hotel 
will feature 340 guest rooms and suites, 
an indoor pool, fitness center, full-service 
restaurant and more than 13,000 sq. ft. of 
meeting space. Estimated completion is 
summer 2010. Visit www.westin.com.
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GIFTS A’LA MODE
business    profile by William Gest

Although unassuming from the out-
side, visitors to Gifts a’la Mode are 

greeted by an assortment of painstakingly 
designed, floor-to-ceiling displays of ev-
erything from art glass to sports memora-
bilia as they walk through the door. 

Pam Maulding and Pete, her husband 
of 36 years, own and operate the gifts and 
collectibles store as a true mom-and-pop 
operation. Maulding puts her interior 
design degree to good use, designing the 
maze of intricate displays herself and ar-
ranging merchandise according to theme 
and color.

“I want it to be a fun experience,” she 
said. “Collecting can be cluttered if it’s not 
displayed right.”

When Maulding’s mother was di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s disease and 
required support, she found she could no 
longer keep up with the fast-paced world 
of the insurance business. Drawing on 
positive experiences working in depart-
ment stores and her mother’s ceramic store 
in her youth, Maulding said a retail busi-
ness was a natural fit. She left her career 
and opened Gifts a’la Mode in 1999, hop-
ing for a business that would allow her to 

care for her mother and still make a living.
“I thought this would have a little 

more flexibility and a lot less mental 
work,” she said.

But starting an independent gift store 
came with challenges of its own. Mauld-
ing said that high gas prices, a slowing 
economy and competition with large 
chain retailers required her to develop an 
approach emphasizing personal service 
in order to stay in business. Maulding 
specializes in finding gifts for stumped 
shoppers and offers hot cider and cookies 
to customers during the holiday season.

“I realized the importance of custom-
ers having their own little place to feel 
comfortable in,” she said. “When people 
come in, I have to be a psychiatrist, help-
ing them shop.”

Maulding also discovered she would 
have to turn to technology to overcome 
some of the limits of traditional retailing. 
That’s where Pete stepped in. A former 
civil engineer, Pete learned computer pro-
gramming during his career and put that 
knowledge to use in creating an online 
store for Gifts a’la Mode. Maulding said 
the online store helps blunt the effect of a 
souring economy, allowing business from 
long-time customers who have moved 
away and from stretched shoppers trying 
to limit their driving. 

Pete and Pam, both long-time Austin 
residents and University of Texas gradu-
ates, have seen ups and downs in the local 

Owners Pete and Pam Maulding

economy before and believe that Austin’s 
commitment to locally owned stores 
makes it a great place to do small busi-
ness. And even when the challenges of 
small-business ownership start to mount, 
Maulding remembers not to take herself 
too seriously.

“I’m a little bit of a nut, or maybe what’s 
called ‘eccentric’,” she said. 

“We now have all three Time Warner Cable Business Class products:  Digital Cable, 
High-Speed Internet and now Business Class Phone service!  After 25 years of 

having traditional phone service, switching to Business Class Phone 
has been a great decision.”

– Warren Roseberry, Owner – Tom’s Dive & Swim
Austin, Texas – www.tomsscuba.com – www.austinswim.comCall 866-877-4841

or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.

6400 McNeil Drive
257-3309

www.giftsalamode.net

PRESENT IDEAS

Gifts a’la Mode carries a wide 
variety of gifts including:
• Art glass
• NFL and NCAA licensed merchandise
• Inspirational and faith-based products
• Fountains and water sculptures
• Wind chimes
• Wall hangings and home decor

N

McNeil Dr.
Corpus Christi
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Gifts a’la Mode
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JUNKBUSTERS USA
business    profile by William Gest

Chief Junk Officer Steve Welhausen 
decorates his office with treasures 

rescued from the trash. Holy water from 
Greece, an autographed poster of Ricky 
Williams and Mr. T Soap-on-a-Rope from 
the ’80s are just a few of the things Wel-
hausen has found since starting JunkBust-
ers USA, a business that takes cash to haul 
away trash.  

Welhausen credits his wife, Betsy, for 
the idea of starting a junk removal busi-
ness that emphasized professionalism and 
customer service. 

“She was the one who came up with the 
idea to put a very professional spin on an 
industry that’s not really known for it,” he 
said. “When you think of junk removers, 
you usually think of a couple of creepy 
dudes in an old beat up truck.” 

JunkBusters opened in 2004 and now 
has nine employees, four trucks and plans 
to expand into San Antonio next year. The 
company serves residential and com-
mercial clients and boasts that it can haul 
away “anything we can lift that doesn’t 
glow in the middle of the night.” Trash is 
properly disposed of at recycling centers 
or landfills.  

Before founding JunkBusters, Welhaus-
en worked in the technology sector, selling 
data storage solutions to companies large 
and small. 

“I went from high-tech to no-tech,” he 
said. “If you had told me five years ago, 
‘Steve, you’re going to go from meeting with 
CEOs to hauling away people’s [junk],’ I 
would have said you’ve lost your mind.”

JunkBusters’ success is built upon 
customer service and a refusal to take 
itself too seriously. While working for 
others, Welhausen promised himself that 
if he ever owned a business, he’d create 
a friendly, fun organization. Besides the 
eclectic office décor, Welhausen bestows 
women’s names on his trucks and selected 
the slogan “Satisfaction guaranteed or 
twice your junk back!”

Despite the quirky character of Junk-
Busters, the company emphasizes profes-
sionalism in dealing with customers. It 
is frequently called on to clean out the 
houses of hoarders, those with a compul-
sion that prevents them from throwing 

away anything. Welhausen said dealing 
with hoarders requires special sensitiv-
ity and attention to the customer, which 
makes it almost a specialty of JunkBusters.

“It’s a tragic condition, to say the least,” 
he said. “We’ve done a ton of those jobs 
over the last five years.”

It was during one of those jobs that 
JunkBusters found its most valuable piece 
of junk: a bag of buffalo nickels worth 
more than $10,000 that they returned to 
the client.

Welhausen found his passion in help-
ing people rid themselves of unwanted 
stuff. He suggests other potential entre-
preneurs find a business they can feel 
fulfilled in and prepare themselves for a 
life-altering commitment. 

“Be passionate and prepare yourself to 
work 24/7,” he said. “If you really enjoy it, 
if you really have a passion for what you’re 
doing, you don’t look at it as work.”

Employee Nathan Wood with Chief Junk Officer Steve Welhausen

Get a Free Plush Pony* 
when you open 
a new checking 

package or refer a 
friend** to Wells Fargo.

It’s our way of saying “thank you” for banking with us.
The holidays are here, and we’re celebrating by giving away a Free Plush Pony 
as a thank-you when you open a new Wells Fargo Checking PackageSM or refer a 
friend to open one of their own. You’ll enjoy your Plush Pony as much as you’ll 
enjoy the benefits of a Wells Fargo Checking Package, which can be customized 
with accounts and services to help manage your individual financial needs 
throughout the year.

For more information, visit your local Wells Fargo banking 
location and speak with a banker.

* Plush Pony pictured is not to actual size. 
** To qualify for the free Plush Pony, a customer needs to open a new Wells Fargo Checking Package, 

which consists of a checking account plus three additional qualifying accounts or services. New 
checking accounts subject to qualification and require $100 minimum opening deposit. Ask a banker 
for additional details. Offer is valid from 11/10/2008 through 1/4/2009 or while supplies last and cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Limit one Plush Pony per customer and per account. To refer a 
friend, ask a banker for a refer-a-friend card. Give the card to the friend you want to refer and have 
them present the card when they sign up for their new Wells Fargo Checking Package from 11/10/2008 
– 1/4/2009. New customer will receive a Plush Pony at time of opening their account and the Referring 
Customer will be contacted within 30 days to make arrangements to receive a Plush Pony. 
Wells Fargo team members are not eligible for this offer.
© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (119595_11580) 

Vivek Mahendru, M.D.
Medical Director

Hui Kang, M.D.
Fellowship Trained Pain Management

Austin • Bastrop • Georgetown 
South Austin Coming Soon

www.centraltexaspaininstitute.com Ph: (512) 485-7200  •  Fax: 512-485-7220

Pain Management Services • Interventional Pain & Spine Care • Behavioral Health Services

• Microdermabrasion
• Cosmetic fi llers
• Botox®
• Laser Hair Removal
• FotoFacial

• Varicose and Spider Veins
• Skin Care Treatments
• Thermage™
• Active FX™
• Deep FX™

COSMETIC SERVICES

Dermatology
  R.J. Fox, Jr, M.D.
  D. Schaefer, M.D.
  M. Hart, M.D.
  T. Roark, M.D.
  E. Prosise, M.D.

Cosmetic Providers
  Carol Parker
  Stacey Huseman
  Alissa Saenz
Veins
  H.E. Morales, M.D.

Please visit us at :
www.FreshFaceAustin.com

512.477.3778
 3807 Spicewood Springs, Ste. 201

On the corner of Hart & Spicewood Springs

“Agnes” the truck

JunkBusters USA
249-5500 

866-JUNKHAUL
www.junkbusters-usa.com.com

JunkBusters USA will haul just about anything 
the movers can lift. Rates start at $99 and are 
based on the amount of room the junk takes 
up in the truck. Surcharges for special items 
may apply.

All junk accepted except:
  • hazardous waste
  • paint
  • chemicals
  • gasoline/petroleum products
  • solvents
  • oil
  • asbestos
  • car batteries
  • mothers-in-law
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Donate online at austinfoodbank.org
or call 512-684-2103

• Compassionate service 
• Professional uniformed caregivers 
• 24x7 Assistant teams available 
• Part-time, full-time or live-in caregivers 

512.331.0894 
 www.homeassisttexas.com
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Demographics
UT’s study on soliciting found that the average solicitor 

was white, more than 40 years old and male. Life history 
varied, but often included foster care, military service, seri-
ous accidents, early experiences of homelessness and per-
sistent mental and physical health problems.

Most have made repeated efforts to find work, but 
often health and mental health issues keep them from 
holding jobs.

“I am troubled by their presence in that it shows the 
lack of resources available for some homeless,” said Tom-
mie Weaver, Eubank Acres resident. “I do understand that 
many of them choose to follow the homeless lifestyle; how-
ever, [having] a facility [that allows them] to get cleaned 
up, eat a meal and wash clothes would help anyone to have 
a better feeling of self-worth.”

Lifeworks Director of Housing and Homelessness and 
north Austin resident Steve Bewsey participated in the 
“Stand Up and Be Counted” homeless count and survey in 
north Austin in 2007. He said most of the homeless he has 
encountered in the area typically hang out at Walnut Creek 
Metropolitan Park, and they generally are veterans who try to 
stay sober. Many used to live where the city is now building 
the North Austin Recreation Center, Bewsey said, but with 
the land being cleared, they have moved farther north.
Giving

APD said whether to give money to individuals in need or 
nonprofits is up to each person to decide for themselves.

“My advice is to follow your heart, but be quick to under-
stand who you’re dealing with. You may be hurting more 
than helping if they have an addiction. I see the same faces 
[on the streets],” Davis said.

continued FRoM |1

Homeless

Number of homeless children at selected schools within 
Northwest Austin for the 2007-08 school year:
• Walnut Creek Elementary: 24      • Woolridge Elementary: 9
• Burnet Middle School: 26      • Wooten Elementary: 9
• Lanier High School: 25      • Davis Elementary: 1

Homeless by the numbers

behavior because school buses from Walnut Creek El-
ementary regularly pass this corner. He has notified APD 
about his concerns, but is discouraged because he has not 
seen anything done about the situation.

Brad Wilcox, resident of Walnut Creek Neighborhood, 
said the city is ignoring the problem. Wilcox said he has 
called the police 15 times to notify them of homeless per-
sons consuming alcohol at the Valero on IH 35 and Braker 
Lane, but never got a response.

“The police are conflicted. It seems they’ve been told by 
someone higher up that it’s not a priority,” Wilcox said.
Laws

While Austin has no laws banning panhandling spe-
cifically, the city has laws to discourage soliciting and 
related activities. 

“[The laws] are all minor misdemeanors, and transient 
people know this,” Davis said. “I don’t know that [the laws] 
help homeless people, but it does teach them what the law 
is [when they receive a citation].”

In August, the Center for Social Work Research at the 
University of Texas published preliminary results of a 
study for the Department of Health and Human Services 
on public solicitation in Austin in which 103 solicitors 
were interviewed. Of solicitors surveyed in the UT study, 
74 percent had been ticketed for various reasons associated 
with solicitation. The main reasons given for tickets were 
pedestrian in roadway, aggressive solicitation, failure to 
use a crosswalk/sidewalk and camping/sleeping in public. 

The survey showed far fewer tickets were given for pub-
lic intoxication and public urination, possibly because an 
officer must see this violation take place to give a citation. 
In the past year, 37 percent of solicitors had received one to 
four citations and 61 percent had been arrested. 

The North Central District receives a high volume of calls 
with complaints about homeless people, many times the 
same ones. However, the police department has to protect 
everyone, Davis said, and civil rights come into play when 
figuring out how to deal with a homeless person.

If a resident wants a homeless person removed an officer 
must determine if there has been any unlawful activity, Davis 
said, but most of the violations result only in misdemeanors. 

“In a perfect world you want everyone to have a home and 
be off the streets, but realistically that’s not the case,” Davis 
said. “All these laws are tools to address the homeless issue.”

Officers usually advise homeless persons to seek help 
from shelters, but many cannot conform to shelter regu-
lations because of their drug addictions. Davis said offi-
cers must remain consistent in their law enforcement and 
keep a pulse on the homeless camps in their area. However, 
he said there are not any strong laws addressing the city’s 
homeless population right now.

“You’re not fighting the person; you’re fighting that per-
son’s addiction,” Davis said. “It’s a catch 22. The purpose of 
law enforcement is to make sure people are safe and pro-
tect them, but your hands are pretty tied because there is 
no law saying being homeless is criminal.” 

Les, a 58-year-old Vietnam veteran, journeyed to Central 
Texas about 35 years ago from Michigan. He has been soliciting 
for about five years in north Austin and Houston in between 
jobs. His most recent job, which he lost in November, was 
working for a demolition company. Les lives by himself in a tent 
in the woods. During the holiday season, he makes $60 to $70 a 
day soliciting, but on a typical day, he makes around $20 to $30. 
Les said he prefers Northwest Austin over downtown because 
there is less competition, and he wants to avoid drug addicts. 
Although easier to panhandle in Northwest Austin, there are 
fewer resources available to homeless persons. 

“You’re pretty much on your own up here,” Les said.  “I’ve 
had work here and there, but I don’t have a phone or address.”

Les said he once received a ticket for soliciting in Houston 
with a fine of $250 or three to five days in jail.

One man’s story

Struggles faced:
The unemployment rate in Travis County was 3.5 percent in 
2007, and a point-in-time count conducted by the City of 
Austin concluded that 4,468 persons were homeless that 
year. Of those counted, 20 percent were considered mentally 
ill, with 14 percent of the mentally ill not housed in shelters.

UT solicitation survey:
In August, the Center for Social Work Research at the 
University of Texas published preliminary results of a study 
for the Department of Health and Human Services on public 
solicitation in Austin in which 103 solicitors were interviewed. 
• 63% spent the previous night outdoors 
• 52% prefer a minimum wage job ($5.85/hour) to soliciting
• 45% had worked in the last six months
• 23% were homeless before the age of 18

Austin’s homeless population compared with other cities

Year

Total population

Total number of homeless persons

Total number of chronically homeless persons

Unmet housing need ***

*2004 population data for each city is from the U.S. Census Bureau, 2000. 
**2007 population data for each city is from the U.S. Census Bureau estimates, 2006.
*** The inventory of emergency shelter, transitional housing and permanent supportive housing was updated based on the number of 
beds/units available.

Source: HUD’s Continuum of Care for Homeless Assistance Programs, 2004, 2007

2004

656,562*

3,789

569

61%

2007

709,893**

5,281

443

74%

Austin
2004

1,188,580*

6,933

1,181

36%

2007

2,345,815**

3,408

574

11%

Dallas
2004

1,953,631*

8,334

1,440

39%

2007

2,144,491**

10,363

3,627

52%

Houston
2004

1,144,646*

3,306

672

51%

2007

1,296,682**

2,247

218

20%

San Antonio
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Legislature
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take a poll and comment on tHis story at        
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How a House bill becomes a law

House
Committee

*opportunity to amend

House Floor
2nd & 3rd reading

*opportunity to amend

Calendar
Committee
schedule hearing

senate Floor
receives House bill

first reading

senate Floor
need 2/3 vote  
to consider bill

senate Floor
2nd & 3rd reading

*opportunity to amend

House Floor
if amendments made

Conference 
Committee

Senate & House

senate 
Floor

House
Floor

overrides by 2/3 vote

bill  
becomes 

a law

DON'T PASS

DON'T PASS

A committee is a group of legislators appointed to consider specific issues. A conference committee is made of lawmakers from both 
chambers to forge a compromise over disputed legislation. This chart shows how a bill originating in the House of Representatives 
becomes a law. The same general procedure is followed with Senate bills, except the Senate acts prior to the House.

senate
Committee

*opportunity to amend DON'T PASS

Governor
NOT SIGNED

VETO

SIGNED

senate 
Floor

House
Floor

need majority vote in 
each chamber

House Floor
need majority vote

to revive bill

senate Floor
need majority vote  

to revive bill

bill introduced
first reading

Signing the bill is 
mostly symbolic.  

The bill will become 
a law with or without 

the governor's 
signature.

A committee 
member can ask 

to revive bill.

A committee 
member can ask 

to revive bill.
In 2007, lawmakers filed 

6,190 House and Senate bills.

Gov. Rick Perry vetoed 51 House 
and Senate bills in 2007.

In the 2007 session, 1,430 House 
and Senate bills became law. Source: www.capitol.state.tx.us

It’s not just the blue eyes and curly hair. It’s heart disease. With a HeartSaver CT scan

at the Heart Hospital of Austin, you can find out if you’re at risk. This relaxing, pain-free 

procedure can spot heart disease years before you show symptoms. So while you can’t 

control what you inherit from your parents, you can take steps to protect your heart. 

Check your family inheritance.

www.heartsaverct.com (512) 407-SAVE   toll-free 1-877-512-4123

its public school fund or risk being taken to 
court over Constitutional mandates.

To make up for shortfalls in state money, 
school districts often turn to bond packages 
or local tax increases. In November, Austin 
voters OK’d a tax hike to pay for a 3 percent 
raise for teachers.

State Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, rep-
resents portions of Austin, Round Rock 
and Pflugerville school districts. Strama 
has filed a bill that, if passed, would allow 
a student an absence from school if the 
student’s parent has been or will be de-
ployed to a combat zone. 
Budget

When asked what the most important is-
sue in the 2009 session will be for state law-
makers, state Rep. Jerry Madden, R-Plano, 
was blunt: money.

The budget, which was about $170 bil-
lion for the 2008-2009 biennium, acts as a 
master plan for the state’s activities.

“How we prioritize the budget will deter-
mine how we prioritize a lot of other issues,” 
said state Rep. Sylvester Turner, D-Houston.

While the budget will be unknown until 
the comptroller releases revenue estimates 
in January, legislators believe it will be much 
lower than expected a year ago.

“A year ago we were hearing numbers like 
$9 billion surplus — nobody’s talking about 
that anymore, and we’re frankly just hoping 
that we won’t be facing a significant deficit,” 
Strama said. “The combination of the cost of 
Hurricane Ike, the impact of the plummeting 
stock market on our retirement systems and 
declining revenues from sources like sales 
taxes is probably going to put a significant 
amount of stress on the budget.”

The total impact of Hurricane Ike and the 
nation’s financial crisis might range into the 
billions of dollars.

Ogden and other members of the Legisla-
tive Budget Board, which drafts the budget 
before the session begins, gave one indicator 
of how much Texans might be affected by the 
nation’s woes. The LBB fixed a limit on cer-
tain areas of state spending, estimating the 
Texas economy will grow by only 9.1 percent 
during 2010 and 2011, down from 13.1 per-
cent during 2008 and 2009.

Ogden, as Senate Finance chair, is the chief 
budget writer. He has heard that losses due to 
the hurricane could total $700 million.

“We are beginning to get some indications 
that Hurricane Ike is going to be pretty ex-

pensive,” he said.
Another strain on the budget is a new state 

business tax, created in 2007, that looks like 
it will raise $1 billion less than expected. Off-
setting that loss, Ogden said, are sales taxes 
that have brought in about $1 billion more 
than expected.

The good news is that the state has about 
$9 billion in its Rainy Day Fund and from 
past budget surpluses, Ogden said, plus 
$3 billion set aside for property tax relief. 
That will help lawmakers keep pace with 

the inflationary costs of health care, pub-
lic education, college tuition and highway 
construction, he said.
Transportation

Stressing the importance of efficient trans-
portation to commerce, lawmakers say it is 
critical to put more money into the state’s 
transportation network, despite a general 
reluctance to increase spending amid the na-
tion’s financial woes.

State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, said 
he would like to index the state gas tax — 

currently at 20 cents per gallon — to infla-
tion. He also wants to ensure that gas tax 
revenue goes to its intended purpose, high-
way construction, instead of being diverted 
to other agencies, such as the Department 
of Public Safety.

“People, when they’re stuck in traffic, 
they’re now starting to understand that 
they’re paying money that they thought 
was going to go for transportation improve-
ments,” he said. “But it’s not.”

In 1997, during Watson’s first year as Aus-
tin’s mayor, the city decided to match funds 
with the state to build the interchange at 
Hwy. 290 and IH 35.

“And it’s still not finished. But that ain’t my 
fault. That is because the state decided not 
to finish that,” he said. “There is little way, if 
any at all, that a city or a county can come 
up with enough money to build those major 
types of projects.”
Health care

“Texas is the uninsured capital of the 
United States,” according to the Texas Medi-
cal Association. “More than 5.5 million Tex-
ans — including 1.4 million children — lack 
health insurance.”

Watson said 25 percent of people in his 
Austin district have no health insurance. Of 
those, about 80 percent have jobs.

“So these are folks that are working, but 
they can’t afford insurance,” he said.

This session, the Texas Department of 
Insurance is undergoing a Sunset Review, 
giving lawmakers a chance to scrutinize 
the agency.

“I think it’s real important that we figure 
out a way to utilize that opportunity and fo-
cus on health insurance,” Watson said.

TDI should protect consumers, not insur-
ance companies, he said.

According to the TMA, most of the un-
insured children in the U.S. are eligible for 
public health insurance, but are not enrolled. 
Increasing the number of Texas children en-
rolled in the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program — and the number of adults 
using Medicaid — would bring more federal 
dollars to the state and reduce costs associ-
ated with indigent care and unnecessary 
emergency room visits.

Another concern is increasing the number 
of healthcare professionals in Texas. Law-
makers are discussing creating one or more 
medical schools in Austin-Round Rock or 
the Rio Grande Valley.
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URBAN CONNECTION AUSTIN
nonprofit    profile by tiffany younG

Executive Director Dean Smith

When long-time pastor Dean Smith got 
tired of talking, he knew it was time 

to put his words into action. In fall 2007, 
Smith met with parent organization Central 
Dallas Ministries, a nonprofit that assists 
the homeless, to propose adding a branch of 
Urban Connection in Austin. 

After looking around Austin for home-
less ministries, Smith realized south Austin 
had plenty of groups already supporting 
the homeless. The problem was already 
being eliminated in east Austin. He decided 
to focus on eliminating homelessness and 
poverty instead of being another organiza-
tion that supports it. 

“The area not being addressed is north 
Austin. Rundberg through IH 35 are the 

11900 Metric Blvd., Ste. J - 157
659-5972

http://ucaustin.blogspot.com
dsmith@urbanconnectionaustin.org

most poor, crime-ridden neighborhoods in 
the city right now,” Smith said. “Wouldn’t it 
be great to build those people up so that it 
won’t just turn into gentrification throwing 
those people [in need] out?”

The nonprofit’s focus is on the 78758 ZIP 
code. Smith plans on bringing people who 
have an abundance of resources and want 
to give back to their communities together 
with those who lack resources. 

“Our mission is to connect compassion-
ate, generous people with people who need 
both. Our belief is when we do that, both 
sides are empowered and it creates a com-
munity that wasn’t there before,” he said. 

So far, Smith has had support from local 
churches Iglesia El Shaddai, University 

Avenue Church of Christ, Austin Stone 
Community Church and Journey Imperfect 
Faith Community. 

While most churches have programs 
to support the poor, Smith has found that 
many of them do not work together on 
projects, which is one area he thinks Urban 
Connection could improve. 

“One of the frustrations is churches want 
to do their own [programs] instead of part-
nering with others,” Smith said. “I think it’s 
best to cooperate.”

He is also working with neighborhood 
associations such as the North Austin Civic 
Association and St. Johns Neighborhood 
Association. 

NACA President Anthony Williams 
will not run for president of his neighbor-
hood in the January election because he 
wants to spend more time working with 
Urban Connection to establish and build 
a community office. 

What sets Urban Connection apart from 
some of the other nonprofits that focus 
on helping the needy is that it does not 
plan on giving any handouts or creating a 
dependency upon its services. Instead, the 
organization wants to rally together leaders 
and people in the community who want 
change to create a plan that includes citizen 
input and utilizes resources already within 
the community.

“It doesn’t matter long term how many 
resources and opportunities you bring in 
if you don’t organize the neighborhood,” 

Organization needs:
• financial support
• individuals who feel compassion toward others
• partner organizations

Smith said. “Part of our strategy is to come 
alongside people where they can make the 
biggest difference.”

For instance, Smith is trying to see if the 
community would be interested in creating 
a food cooperative. While there are many 
food pantries in the area, Smith believes 
people often become dependent on getting 
food from the pantry and do not find new 
ways to solve the problem. With a food 
cooperative, neighbors could come together 
to get food at a cheaper price and those who 
could not afford to pay the membership 
fees could work at the cooperative to pay for 
membership.

“My ultimate goal long term is that we’re 
not needed, but the shorter term goal is 
that the community runs this nonprofit,” 
Smith said.
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Expand your career opportunities at
Texas State University in Round Rock 

Round Rock Higher Education Center • 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock

A member of The Texas State University System

Complete a bachelor’s degree.
Start a master’s degree.
Or change careers.
The Round Rock Higher Education Center has a  
program for you. Most classes meet in the evenings 
and you can be advised, register, and take care  
of payments at one convenient location.

Find out how you can get started  
www.rrhec.txstate.edu/prospective/starting.html.
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minimum deposit ominimum deposit of $1000 is required. JUMBO - A minimum deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. 
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MESA RANCH
neiGhborhood    dininG by amy stansbury

Co-owners Marilane and Steve Ray

8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. C-100, Austin
853-9480

www.mesaranchaustin.com

Spicewood 

Springs Rd.

M
es

a 
D

r.

N

11101 Burnet Rd #A-130 | Austin, TX 78758
Catering: 512.775-7699  | Store: 512.833.6483
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Austin native Steve Ray has been in 
the restaurant business for more than 

45 years — since he was 12 years old and 
served cheese at his father’s restaurant, The 
Barn, which was located off MoPac near US 
183. In 1973, Ray’s father, Jack, built another 
restaurant called the Feed Lot at the top of 
the hill on FM 2222. It would later become 
Texas Tumbleweed, which closed in 1985. 

Ray spent the next 20 years managing 
restaurants in Houston and Austin. After 
working for several decades without taking 
off more than a few days at a time, Ray 
decided to take an extended vacation before 
embarking on his next restaurant adventure.

“I wanted to go into business for myself, 
but I wanted to take some time off first,” Ray 
said. “So I asked Marilane, who was my girl-
friend at the time and is now my wife, if she 
would like to take a trip out west with me.”

Ray and Marilane bought an RV and 
spent the summer and fall of 2004 driving 
through New Mexico, Colorado and Wyo-
ming on what they call a research-and-de-
velopment trip. After traveling 11,000 miles 
and spending more than $5,000 in gasoline, 
the couple returned to Austin with ideas for 
menu items and restaurant décor. 

“With my background, we knew we want-
ed to open a steakhouse,” Ray said. “One 
thing we found in a recipe book on our trip 
was fried cactus, and I said, ‘That has got to 
be on our menu.’ Our signature appetizer at 
Mesa Ranch is the fried cactus.”

The Crispy Fried Cactus is a must-try 
and is served with Shiner Bock Queso and 
Tequila Ranch ($6). Ray said after several 
attempts by his cooks, he came up with a 
recipe on his own that does not leave the 
cactus slimy.

“I’m not a chef,” Ray said. “I don’t blend 
flavors. I’m a restaurant operator. But I 
came up with a recipe that includes mari-

nating the cactus in a saltwater solution and 
tequila overnight. Then we dip it in a Shiner 
Bock beer batter and fry it.”

The Rays opened Mesa Ranch on Mesa 
Drive in March 2005. Marilane was in 
charge of creating the interior design of the 
restaurant, which has a romantic, rustic feel.

“We’ve done well here,” Ray said. “And 
I’ve met a lot of people who have come in 
here — old [Lanier] high school classmates 
and customers of my dad’s.”

The all-natural, 8-ounce filet steak ($24 
lunch, $25 dinner) was tender, juicy and 
well seasoned. Other menu items include 
a sirloin ($15 lunch, $16 dinner), rib eye 
($20 lunch, $21 dinner), New York strip 
($20 lunch, $21 dinner), 22-ounce Bone-in 
Cowboy Rib Eye ($28 lunch, $30 dinner) 
and chopped steak ($12 lunch, $13 din-
ner). Side items include a dinner salad 
and a choice of poblano mashed potatoes, 
cinnamon whipped sweet potatoes, rice, 
green beans, ranch fries, broccoli and grilled 
squash. Meals come with cactus-shaped 
cornbread and tasty homemade seasoned 
cilantro butter.

Steaks are not the restaurant’s only spe-
cialty entrée, though.

“I’d like to sit down sometime and figure 
out how many steaks I’ve served in my life,” 
Ray said. “It would be in the millions. But 
the thing that makes us a little different 
from other steakhouses is our game menu.”

The grilled quail ($13 lunch, $18 din-
ner) was juicy and almost like barbecued 
chicken drumsticks. 

Chicken-fried venison ($11 lunch, $15 
dinner), elk sausage ($13 lunch, served 
as part of a Mixed Grill Platter for dinner 
$26) and venison quesadillas ($10 lunch 
only) are also available. A variety of seafood 
items, sandwiches and salads offer options 
beyond red meat.

Live music
Live background music adds to the evening ambience 
at Mesa Ranch.

“I felt like, being in Austin — the ‘live music capital 
of the world’ — I wanted live music,” said Steve Ray, 
co-owner of Mesa Ranch. “So we have live music six 
nights a week.”

Weekly lineup:
Monday 6:30-9:30 p.m. • Rick Muir 
Tuesday and Thursday 6:30-9:30 p.m. • Jon Emery 
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 p.m. and Friday 7-10 p.m. 
Carl Hutchens 
Saturday 7-10 p.m. • Michael Ballew

Mesa Ranch MoPac
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inside    information
DIGITAL TRANSITION

by robert bell

Anyone relying on older 
ways of TV viewing — 
rabbit ears or a rooftop 
antenna and an analog 
set — needs to get a digi-
tal upgrade before Feb. 17. 
That day, nearly all television 
stations in the country will 
cease using analog signals. Sta-
tions in every market in the nation 
have already begun broadcasting 
digital signals, along with analog. 
Cable and satellite subscribers will not 
be affected by the change.

Digital signals enable a much clearer 
picture, as well as more programming 
choices, according to the Federal Com-
munications Commission website. 

Viewers who own televisions that do 
not have a digital tuner will not necessarily 
have to buy a new set. Analog-to-digital 
converter boxes are available at electron-
ics retailers everywhere. Prices range 
from $40-$70. The federal government is 
offering coupons at www.dtv.gov that can 
be applied to the purchase of a converter. 
Each household is eligible for up to two 
coupons worth $40 each. The coupons are 
good for 90 days from the date issued, said 
Todd Sedmak, communications director 
for the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration. The total cost 

of the coupon program 
is about $1.5 billion, which was funded 
with money from the nearly $20 billion 
the FCC made from auctioning off huge 
swaths of the analog spectrum.

The FCC’s digital tuner rule states that 
as of March 1, 2007, all new television 
sets must include digital tuners. The rule 
prohibits the manufacture, import or in-
terstate shipment of any device containing 
an analog tuner unless it also contains a 

average is 7.7 percent. 
The NTIA and the FCC, along with pri-

vate sector partners such as cable compa-
nies and television stations, have conducted 
a multimedia campaign to inform the 
public about the digital transition. While it 
might seem cable companies would view 
the transition to a free high-quality digital 
TV signal as a competitive threat, Time 
Warner Cable sees it as an opportunity.

“We think it’s really a time when a lot of 
people are going to look at all the options, 
and cable may be the best option,” said 
Stacy Schmidt, vice president of com-
munications for Time Warner. “We think 
some people might actually become cable 
subscribers.”

A press release from cable provider Sud-
denlink Communications cited a proprie-
tary study that found “one in five converter 
boxers did not work as advertised.” 

But Rosemary Kimball, FCC director of 
media relations, did not have any prob-
lems. She found that the converters were 
“easy to install, but some people are having 
problems and some people have to adjust 
their antennas,” she said. “I got one and I 
installed it and it works perfectly.” 

Sedmak echoed that assessment. “People 
who’ve made the switch have really had a 
good experience,” he said. 

Over-the-air signal will switch from analog to digital Feb. 17, offering television viewers clearer picture

Current and former students register
November 10 – January 14
New students register
November 17 – January 14
See course schedule for details: www.austincc.edu        
(512) 223.4ACC

ACC’s Spring Classes Start January 20.
Apply Now!

Comm. Impact 4.916 x 3.125.indd   1 10/15/08   12:19:19 PM

digital tuner, according to 
the website www.dtv.gov.

In the Austin 
market, viewers have 
requested about 
200,000 coupons and 
have redeemed about 

75,000, Sedmak said. 
“We  really encourage 

those who have coupons 
to redeem them as soon as 

possible, and if you are going 
to request coupons, we urge 

you to do it before the end 
of the year,” he said. 

Coupons will be is-
sued until March 31. 
As of mid-November, 

more than 18 million 
households in the country 

had requested more than 35 
million coupons and had redeemed 

more than 14 million coupons, according 
to the NTIA website.

About 11 percent of households in the 
Austin area are not prepared for the digital 
broadcast transition, said Don Lowery, 
vice president of communications and 
public affairs with Nielsen Media Re-
search. By comparison, about 17 percent 
of households in the Dallas area are not 
ready, according to Nielsen. The national 
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Your Complete Solution for  
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL 

INSURANCE Needs.

Personal
Auto, Homeowners, 
Umbrella, Flood

Representing over 
15 Carriers
We offer insurance 
from some of the most 
respected names in 
insurance

All Commercial Lines
BOP, Liability, 
Commercial Auto, 
Workers Comp.

Call us for a FREE CONSULTATION
We even do  HOUSE CALLS... or OFFICE CALLS

12001 Burnet Road, Suite I   •   Austin, TX  78758   •   Store Hours:  9 a.m. -  6 p.m.   •   (888) 247-0507   •   www.CISTexas.com 
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steve Ogdencommunity    profile
STATE SENATORS

Q. What are your legislative 
priorities for this next session?
A. The budget. I'm chair of finance, so 90 
percent of my job in the session is to pro-
duce a budget that my colleagues will vote 
for and pass it before sine die (end of ses-
sion). And we brought a pretty good budget 
last session. Total outlays were around $170 
billion. And the good news is that Texas is 
in pretty good financial shape, and it’s in 
great financial shape compared to other 
states. We’re probably going to run about a 
$2 billion surplus this biennium.

Q. What are your priorities as a 
member of the Senate Veteran 
Affairs and Military Installations 
Committee?
A. I’m a veteran myself, and I have a 
great deal of emotional commitment to 
veterans and wounded veterans. That’s an 
interesting committee that I like being on. 
We didn’t even used to have it.

We have several million veterans in 
Texas, and our job in that committee is to 
basically listen to their issues and then use 

our ability in state government to make 
sure that the federal government is doing 
what it’s supposed to on behalf of veterans. 

Q. What do you expect state 
legislators to do about illegal 
immigration and border security?
A. Well, we can do a lot. But I don’t 
expect a lot of changes next session. The 
most tangible thing we did last session 
was basically appropriate $150 million to 
the governor’s office to go down there and 
enforce border security.

Q. What are the key issues for 
Senate District 5? 
A. The budget. Senate District 5 is an 
interesting district. I’m not sure there’s a dis-
trict in Texas, including Sen. Watson’s, that 
has a greater interest in state government 
than Senate District 5. I believe I represent 
more state employees than any other sena-
tor. There are many different state institu-
tions in this district. You’ve got universities 
like Texas A&M and Sam Houston State. 
You’ve got community colleges, like Temple 

Community College, Blinn Community 
College and Austin Community College. 
We’ve got about 80 public school districts. 
This district is the home of the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice. There’s 
approximately 15 or 17 state prisons. We 
have [Texas Youth Commission] facilities. 
One of the things that surprises me, frankly, 
is as important as state government is in the 
fifth senatorial district, the press doesn’t pay 
much attention to it.

Q. What else would you like to 
emphasize?
A. I have decided — this is the first time 
I’ve ever done this — to concentrate on the 
Legislative session several months before 
the Legislative session. I have leased a 
house and am living in Austin and spend 
four days a week trying to get prepared.

And one of those days is generally spent 
out in the district, visiting with the district 
media, visiting with local elected officials 
and touring state facilities, just so when 
we get to session, I feel like I’ve got a good 
handle on what’s going on in my district.

Q. What are the most important 
issues the Legislature should 
address in the spring?
A. The first is the overriding issue of, 
‘Are we doing what we need to do to have 
Texas prepared for the next 25 years?’

Texas is facing a challenge, in that be-
cause of our growth, because of the good 
times in the economy that we’ve had over 
the past couple of years, we need to start 
making sure that we’re reinvesting in such 
a way so that in the next 25 years we have 
infrastructure capacity to make sure that 
our economy is sustainable. 

And we need to make sure that we’re 
not doing things in such a way that ulti-
mately we create an unsustainable busi-
ness climate. The truth of the matter is 
that 25 years ago we had excess capacity 
in things like roads. We had excess water 
capacity. We had excess capacity in terms 
of workforce.

One of the reasons we’re enjoying such 
success is our higher education. Schools 
were putting out enough workers to fill 

what was then a growing, creative, imagi-
native economy, and one that was based 
upon intellect.

Now, going into 2009, we know that our 
roads are clogged. We know that we have a 
hidden issue — it feels somewhat hidden to 
people — about what our water situation is 
going to be. We know that particularly here 
in Central Texas, we’re already behind on 
the number of people we’re going to need 
for a workforce. So the question is going 
to become, ‘Are we looking at a variety of 
things to make sure we’re meeting those 
needs for the next 25 years?’

Q. What are the key issues facing 
Senate District 14?
A. Senate District 14 is the home of one 
of the great public research universities 
in the world. [One issue is] making sure 
that it continues to be able to be strong 
and continues to transition and do what 
it needs to do to stay ahead of what is 
going on in higher education and in the 
economy generally. So you know, higher 

education becomes a big issue.
We in Central Texas, and particularly be-

cause of Austin Energy, we’ve always been a 
leader on issues related to energy. How do 
we stay out front and deal with that?

One of the other big issues as it relates 
to Senate District 14, specifically related to 
the Legislature: We have a large number 
of public employees that live in Senate 
District 14 that work for the state. And I’m 
a big believer they’re entitled to a pay raise, 
and I want to work to ensure that they 
have a pay raise.

Many people say that they think we 
ought to operate like a business. Well, I 
agree. And one of the things that occurs 
is that in businesses, in order to attract 
and retain the most talented workers and 
people you need, you have to pay them. 
And you have to provide them benefits. 
And I’m a firm believer that we’ve got a lot 
of world-class public servants that work 
here at our state agencies, and we need to 
make sure that they’re well paid.
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Kirk Watson

Terms:
Elected as state senator in 2006

Education: 
Bachelor of Arts, Baylor University; Juris 
Doctor, Baylor Law School

Contact: 
463-0114, www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/
senate/members/dist14/dist14.htm

Terms:
Served as state representative from 
1990 to 1997; elected as state senator 
in 1997 and re-elected in 1998, 2002 
and 2006

Education: 
Bachelor of Science, U.S. Naval 
Academy; graduate, Naval Nuclear 
Power School; Master of Business 
Administration, Texas A&M University

Contact: 
463-0105, www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/
senate/members/dist5/dist5.htm

intervieWs by Patrick brendel



DECEMBER 200816 iMpaCt nEws.CoM iMpaCt nEws.CoM

reGional    report
Sunset Valley offers lower property tax 
rates, but relies heavily on sales taxes
Southwest Austin Though the Austin property tax rate 
decreased in October, chances are it will never drop as low as the City 
of Sunset Valley. This year — as it has been every year since the city of 
less than 500 landed the retail shopping it is often associated with — the 
citizens of Sunset Valley will not owe a cent in property tax to the city. 

Like Austin residents, property owners in Sunset Valley pay their 
share of taxes to entities such as Austin Independent School District, 
Travis County and Austin Community College. But without a city 
property tax, the average homeowner in Sunset Valley will pay about 
$750 less a year than an Austin homeowner.

With no property tax revenue, Sunset Valley relies more heavily 
than most on money generated from sales tax. Sales tax revenue can 
be volatile and easily affected by the economy. As retail stores experi-
ence a decline in sales, the city sees a decrease in revenue. 

While Sunset Valley is feeling some of that pinch, Mayor Jeff Mills 
said this year’s budget has been trimmed down in anticipation. 

“We’ve had a downturn, and it has caused us to tighten our budget 
just like anybody else,” Mills said. “Part of the budget process is to 
make sure that when you’re planning your expenses, you keep an eye 
toward the fact that economic booms can turn into economic busts.”

Even with a drop in revenue, things are still going well in Sunset 
Valley. With a budget of $8.4 million, the city is one of the wealthiest 
municipalities per capita in the state.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2647

Taylor Entering the Clark 
Mansion, one might imagine the 
city of Taylor in 1958: a bustling 
town of movie theaters, dance 
halls and shops. Sherry Clark 
Nichols, owner and resident of 
Clark Mansion, is a child of that 
era, and in the spring of 2007 she 
opened the home as an event cen-

Clark Mansion
2112 W. Lake Drive

365-6709 • www.clarkmansion.com
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ter for weddings and receptions. 
Jonathon Elliot and Eunice 

Alexander Clark bought the 
mansion in 1958 after the passing 
of the original owner’s daughter. 
Sherry Clark Nichols is one of the 
four Clark children who grew up 
in the house, which became a so-
cial center for many townspeople.

Nichols, who now lives in the 
house with her husband, books 
receptions and party events at the 
house, and for an extra charge 
offers her services as a floral 
designer. Nichols said the unique 
atmosphere provides a magical 
backdrop for any event.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2743

What’s the difference between 
cities, towns and villages?

Contrary to popular belief, whether a municipality is considered a city, town or 
village has nothing to do with the population of the area. For example, the Village 
of San Leanna has a larger population than the City of Sunset Valley. 

While the difference was once based on type of government, today the titles are 
legally meaningless. The City of Austin’s name could be changed to the Village or 
the Town of Austin with no change in size of population or type of government.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, the City of Sunset Valley, the Village of San Leanna

The City of Austin assesses street conditions on a block-by-block 
basis with an objective 10-point scale. letter grades are derived 
from those scores, with "A," "b" and "C" considered acceptable. 
street condition data are updated every two years and adjusted 
as necessary.
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Austin road report card

Austin looks to ease congestion with new transportation options
Central Austin Sitting there looking at the 
bumper of the next car, any driver can tell Aus-
tin has a traffic congestion problem. But under 
those slow rolling wheels is an ancillary prob-
lem: the condition of the roads counted upon to 
get us from here to there.

Relieving that congestion and ensuring the roads 
are functional and safe is not a new demand for the 
City of Austin. But there is a new solution.

It is the formation of a new city department 
charged with managing traffic without aban-
doning the city’s environmental goals, which 
in many cases means making alternate modes 
of transportation  — including biking, walking, 
driving, riding a bus and, in the future perhaps, 
taking urban rail — more feasible.

“We have a multimodal approach, not a 
single-modal approach,” transportation director 
Rob Spillar said. “We’re the transportation de-
partment, not the highway department, not the 
car department, not the trains department.”

In the envisioned world, there is still a reality 
of individual vehicles in the Central Business 
District. In the expanded scope, there would 
be transportation alternatives, from expanded 
bicycle lanes to a rail system, and even new ways 
to park the personal vehicles. 

The theory is that increased coordination will 
use more logic and less money to make Austin 
moveable. Projects will dovetail to limit traffic 
disruption, taking into account the development 

occuring adjacent to the roads. At a time when 
transportation will become more of a local issue 
than a state debate, Austin will have a better grip on 
needs and answers.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2724

Georgetown When artist 
Jeff Lanfear opened 8th Street Art 
Studios, he had a vision of getting 
the whole community involved 
in art. Since March 2007, Lanfear 
and his staff have welcomed chil-
dren and adults of all skill levels 
to create, observe or acquire art. 

A native of Santa Barbara, Calif., 

8th Street Art Studios
308 W. Eighth St.

869-1900  
www.8thstreetstudios.com
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Owner Jeff Lanfear

Lanfear moved to Georgetown in 
2005 and recognized the need for 
a local art center. His commute to 
Austin to take art classes was tax-
ing, so when his father purchased 
the building on Eighth Street, Lan-
fear, who holds a bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts, seized the opportunity 
to fill the niche. 

The only studio in Georgetown 
that caters to paint-pottery afi-
cionados, 8th Street Art Studios 
also offers a variety of multime-
dia projects and opportunities to 
learn from experts. 

Lanfear, a ceramic design 
specialist, hires local professional 
art teachers and craftsmen to lead 
classes ranging from color theory 
and watercolors to basketry and 
clay sculpture. A separate room 
in the studio is reserved for 
guitar and piano lessons that are 
open to students of all ages.

For those who simply admire 
art, Lanfear features pieces from 
local artists, most of which are 
available for purchase. 

The first Friday of each month 
Lanfear organizes receptions for 
art shows at the studio. A 3-D 
show by Eric Verret entitled High 
Voltage Pointillism began Dec. 5 
and will last through Dec. 27.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2745

Central Austin Bobalu Ci-
gar Company owner Jeff Lipton 
picks up a freshly rolled cigar 
from a pile, inspects it and begins 
talking about its shape and how 
to smoke it. This morning the 
stogie was nothing but loose 
tobacco and wrapper leaves until 
native Cuban roller Armando 
transformed it into a fine cigar.

“When you come here you 
think of what you see in Miami. 
We have an authentic atmosphere. 
We are a haven for people to come 
to,” Lipton said. “You won’t find 
anywhere like us in Texas.”

Lipton founded Bobalu Cigar 
Company in 1997 as a sister 

Bobalu Cigar Co.
509 E. Sixth St.

469-5877
www.livecigarrollers.com

Bobalu Cigar Company cigar 
roller Armando

N

Re
d 

Ri
ve

r S
t.

N
ec

he
s S

t.

6th St.

5th St.Bobalu 
Cigar Co.

BUSINESS PROFILE

store to the original Bobalu, 
located in Houston and owned 
by Lipton’s brother. 

The Houston location has since 
closed, but Bobalu has flourished 

in Austin, increasing the store’s 
internet presence and expand-
ing the shop to include authentic 
Cuban coffee.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2721
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Round Rock Steady growth in Round 
Rock Independent School District has 
resulted in crowding at some schools. The 
district aims to keep schools at 124 percent 
capacity or less, but this year, one middle- 
and two elementary schools are at more 
than 125 percent of their capacities. And 
when Cedar Ridge High School opens in 
the fall of 2010, all five high schools in 
the district are still expected to be at 100 
percent capacity.

The $293.9 million school bond that 
passed in the November election will help 
RRISD address overcrowding, but Cath-
erine Hanna, 2008 Citizens Bond Study 
Committee co-chair and Classrooms 4 Kids 
Political Action Committee co-chair, said 
the 2008 bonds only cover the absolutely 
critical projects. She said the district is still 
trying to catch up from a proposed bond 
that failed in 2005. No bonds were issued 
from 2000 to 2006, and the district grew by 
more than 7,500 students during that time.

“We want our schools to be able to pro-
vide a full education and that includes fine 
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Overcrowded schools in Round Rock ISD

Voters approved a $293.9 million Round Rock ISD school bond in the 
november election. At a nov. 20 meeting, the Board of trustees approved 
the first issuance of these bonds up to $138.8 million for a new elementary 
school in the Stone oak neighborhood area to address the crowding at 
cactus Ranch elementary, and for phase two of the master plans to expand 
Round Rock High School and renovate Westwood High School.

Cactus Ranch elementary
2901 Goldenoak circle
www.roundrockisd.org/cactusranch
2008 Accountability Rating: exemplary
current enrollment**: 1,243
Facility capacity: 952
Percent over full*: 153%

great Oaks elementary
16455 Great oaks drive
www.roundrockisd/greatoaks
2008 Accountability Rating: exemplary
current enrollment**: 973
Facility capacity: 886
Percent over full*: 129%

Hopewell Middle School
1535 Gulf Way 
www.roundrockisd.org/hopewell
2008 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable
current enrollment**: 1,371
Facility capacity: 1,324
Percent over full*: 122%

*RRISD considers a school to be full at 85 percent of the facility’s capacity. ** As of Oct. 1, 2008 • Source: Round Rock ISD

School bond helps address crowding

Founder Judi Carter runs practice drills with 7-year-old student Jacob Stevenson.

Pflugerville Two years ago Judi Carter thought she had retired 
from teaching. In her nearly 20 years as an educator, she worked with 
students in towns all over Texas. So, by the time her family settled in 
Pflugerville in 2005, Carter figured it was time to move on from the 
teaching world.

It did not take long for Carter to change her mind, though. When a 
friend came to her for advice about a child who had recently failed the 
first grade, Carter saw an opportunity to try a different kind of teaching 
— honing in on areas of weakness that she said tend to go overlooked in 
most classroom environments.

Carter went through training in 
cognitive education and founded her 
business, Brain Express. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2694

Brain Express
252-1970 

http://brainexpress.
processingskills.com

BUSINESS PROFILE

Video game store
Round Rock A video game 
store, Apollo Games, opened last 
month and offers gamers new and 
used video games and consoles. 
The family-owned store, at 2711 
La Frontera Blvd., Ste. 215, can 
pre-order unreleased titles and 
special order hard-to-find games. 
Call 502-5151 or visit 
www.apollogamestexas.com.

BUSINESS PROFILE

Central Austin Children wondering what the wooden 
toy department at the North Pole looks like should stop by 
Rootin’ Ridge Toymakers. It is here that Austin’s version of 
Santa’s elves has been making toys since 1975.

“We had a small remodeling company, and one Christmas 
there was no money for toys so we started making toys as gifts,” 
co-owner Paul Kyle said. “We had never made toys before, but 
people liked them and one thing led to another.” 

Paul and wife Georgean Kyle work together in their small toy 
store that doubles as a workspace. The couple shares toy mak-
ing responsibilities and can be seen working during normal 
shop hours. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2720

Rootin’ Ridge Toymakers
1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 1105

453-2604 • www.rootinridge.com
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Rootin' Ridge
Toymakers

arts, athletics and electives, but we’re still 
in a position of having most of the focus 
on facilities and buses and the things you 
just can’t do without,” Hanna said. 

State law allows no more than 22 
students in kindergarten through fourth 
grade classes, so even the overcrowded 
schools are required to maintain this 
class size. The state has no restrictions on 
the number of students in fifth- through 
twelfth-grade classrooms.

Each summer, the Texas Education 
Agency issues preliminary numbers on 
every school’s student-to-teacher ratio. 
RRISD Communications Director JoyLynn 
Occhiuzzi said the student-to-teacher ratio 
reported by the TEA is not necessarily 
reflective of actual class size.

Superintendent Dr. Jesús Chávez said the 
district strives to keep schools below 125 
percent capacity and manages growth be-
yond 100 percent with portable buildings, 
changing school boundaries or eventually 
proposing a bond to pay for a new school.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2697

AMD news
Southwest Austin 
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc., 
7171 Southwest Parkway, plans 
to split into two companies. 
AMD will continue designing 
microchips, while a new entity, 
Foundry Co., will take over chip 
manufacturing. AMD, a Calif.-
based company, has 2,500 Austin 
employees. Visit www.amd.com.

list of the best toys
Round Rock Kaleidoscope 
Toys, 1601 S. IH 35, Ste. 350, 
released its 2008 Best Toys for 
Kids list, which includes toys that 
are fun and support children’s 
physical, cognitive and social de-
velopment. The list includes toys 
suitable for all ages. For more on 
the Best Toys for Kids list, call 
388-5048 or visit www.kstoy.com.

Co-owners Javier Arredondo and Manuel Muniz

Central Austin A dojo is a 
Japanese term that translates to 
“place of the way.” So it makes 
sense that DJ Dojo is the only 
record shop in Texas that teaches 
students “the way of the DJ.”

Resident turntable masters DJ 
Manny, aka Manuel Muniz, and 
DJ Bigface, aka Javier Arre-
dondo, have more than 30 years 
of combined DJ experience, and 
have been teaching people how 
to spin records since the dojo 
opened in 2005.

The front of the store is filled 
with a selection of records and all 
the DJ equipment a budding “mu-

DJ Dojo
2201 S. First St.

447-3656
www.iscratchvinyl.com
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ENTERTAINMENT PROFILE

sicphile” could want, but the real 
gem is the small recording studio 
in the back.

“From the beginning I thought 
we had to have a studio,” Muniz 
said. “We wanted to keep the DJ 
culture going, but it seemed like 
there was a gap missing, and I saw 
an opportunity to push it.”

Lessons are $45 an hour and in-
clude one-on-one time with either 
Muniz or Arredondo and full use 
of the studio.

Fun and funkiness are certainly 
in abundance at the dojo, where 
DJs can be seen hanging out at all 
hours of the day.

“We all have those cosmic ideas 
that we wonder if it would really 
work or not, and this is mine,” 
Manny said. “Sometimes we don’t 
realize how unique we are.”
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2719
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historical    impact by ken anderson

A chance sighting of a woodpecker caused 16-year-old       
 Dan Moody, who was working with live electricity on 

top of a 35-foot power pole, to reassess his future. Moody 
decided that if the bird could make a living with his head, 
so could he. He climbed down the pole, quit his job and 
headed to college.

It was indeed fortunate for Texas that Moody saw that 
woodpecker. As events later unfolded, Moody played a major 
role in saving Texas not once, but twice in the 1920s — first, 
from the Ku Klux Klan and then from the political corrup-
tion of Gov. Miriam Ferguson. Moody ended up becoming 
Texas’ youngest governor.

Daniel J. Moody was born on June 1, 1893, to Daniel 
James Moody and Nancy Elizabeth Robertson Moody in the 
fast-growing railroad town of Taylor. He grew up in Taylor 
where he graduated from high school. After a year as an elec-
trical lineman, he spent four years at the University of Texas. 
In 1914, without completing his law degree, he left school, 
passed the bar exam and formed a law partnership with Har-
ris Melasky, a childhood friend, in Taylor.

Moody developed a good reputation as a lawyer. He began 
his political career in 1920 by becoming the youngest person 
ever to serve as Williamson County Attorney. In 1922, Ben 
Robertson, district attorney for the 26th District which 
served both Travis and Williamson counties, resigned partly 
in frustration with his inability to obtain a murder indict-
ment against members of the Ku Klux Klan who had killed 
a man in downtown Austin. Gov. Pat Neff, a tough law-
and-order man who himself was a former district attorney, 
appointed Moody to the post.

Moody excelled as district attorney. But it was in 1923 
that he faced his toughest test when he confronted the raw 
power of the Ku Klux Klan. The Klan, at that time a na-
tionwide organization with 3 million members, including 
numerous political figures, specialized in vigilante violence. 

Such violence, usually in the form of a “tar party” — kidnap-
ping, beating, tarring and feathering — was directed against 
blacks, Jews, immigrants, Catholics, bootleggers, gamblers 
and moral transgressors. There were thousands of such tar 
parties throughout the nation. The common thread of these 
assaults was that very few perpetrators were arrested and 
no one was convicted.

A county attorney from 1920-21, Dan Moody won the first 
conviction against the Ku Klux Klan later as district attorney.

The Klan’s invincibility came to a crashing halt when they 
held a “tar party” for a young salesman whom they suspected 
of committing adultery in the small northern Williamson 
County town of Weir. On Easter Sunday, 1923, eight Klans-
men kidnapped the salesman, beat him, chained him to a 
tree in Taylor and poured tar on him. Moody, with the help 
of Sheriff Lee Allen and Constable Louis Lowe, launched an 
investigation that identified three of the Klansmen. After the 
grand jury indicted the Klansmen for aggravated assault and 
later a Klan preacher for perjury, the stage was set for four 
prosecutions. Beginning in September 1923 and ending five 
months later, Moody obtained four straight convictions — 
each with a prison sentence — becoming the first prosecutor 
in the U.S. to succeed against the Klan. 

Moody then took on the Klan in the court of public 
opinion. After the state’s newspapers clamored for Moody to 
run for state attorney general, he ran and made the Ku Klux 
Klan the central issue in the campaign. Moody turned public 
opinion against the Klan and overwhelmingly defeated 
a Klansman who was his election opponent. From that 
moment forward, Klan membership in Texas went into a 
tailspin and quickly ceased to be a power in Texas. 

Unfortunately, the Klan’s unpopularity also led to the elec-
tion of Miriam “Ma” Ferguson as governor. Her husband, 
Jim, had been impeached, removed from office and banned 
from ever holding office again because of corruption. As at-
torney general, Moody would have to deal with any corrup-
tion in the new Ferguson administration. The fireworks were 
just about to begin. 

Ken Anderson, former Williamson County district 
attorney and current judge, is the author of eight books 
dealing with law and history. His recent book, “Dan 
Moody: Crusader for Justice,” is the first complete biogra-
phy of Gov. Moody.

DAN MOODY - PART ONE
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Support these local businesses as you get fit in 2009
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Compiled by William geST and STaff

AIDS Services of Austin responds to the HIV needs of the Austin 
area by providing services that enhance the health and well-being of 
individuals and the community in the face of an evolving epidemic.
P.O. Box 4874, Austin, 78765 • 406-6163 • www.asaustin.org

American Cancer Society hopes to reduce the cancer mortality 
rate and cancer incidents through early detection, prevention and 
advocacy. Volunteer opportunities include the Road to Recovery and 
Reach to Recovery programs, assisting at health fairs, fundraising and 
office duties.
2433 Ridgepoint Drive, Ste. B, Austin, 78754 • 919-1800
www.cancer.org

 American Red Cross of Central Texas ensures disaster 
planning, preparedness, community disaster education, mitigation 
and response, as well as assisting military members and their families 
in times of crisis. Volunteers perform a variety of services including 
assisting in disaster relief, case work processing and staffing shelters.
2218 Pershing Drive, Austin, 78723 • 928-4271
www.centex.redcross.org

Angel Food Ministries - 
Northwest Hills United Methodist Church is a nonprofit, 
non-denominational organization dedicated to providing grocery 
relief and financial support to communities. Volunteers help with 
distribution and unloading of donated goods.
7050 Village Center Drive, Austin, 78731 • 345-1743
www.nwfeedingtheflock.com 

Any Baby Can provides education, therapy and family support to 
needy families. Volunteers offer homework help, literacy training 
and childcare.
1121 E. Seventh St., Austin, 78702 • 334-4452 • www.abcaus.org

Austin Child Guidance Center works to improve the mental 
health of children through treatment and emotional skills training. 
Volunteers play with and evaluate children waiting for appointments.
810 W. 45th St., Austin, 78751 • 451-2242
www.austinchildguidance.org

Austin Children’s Museum teaches science and problem solving 
skills. Volunteers facilitate learning by working directly with children 
or behind the scenes. 
201 Colorado St., Austin, 78701 • 472-2499 • www.austinkids.org

 *Austin Children’s Shelter provides care and shelter to abused 
and neglected children. Volunteers help by offering supervision, 
tutoring and positive interaction or by working in the office or kitchen.
804 Rio Grande, Ste. C, Austin, 78701 • 499-0090
www.austinchildrenshelter.org

Austin Dog Alliance is a rescue organization offering community 
education programs and pet therapy training. Its volunteers 
participate in youth activities, event coordinating, administrative 
tasks and marketing.
1705 Paseo Corto Drive, Cedar Park • 219-8793
www.austindogalliance.org

Austin Habitat for Humanity teams build quality houses for 
impoverished families. Volunteers assist in construction and do 
clerical tasks.
55 N. IH 35, Ste. 240, Austin, 78702 • 472-8788 
www.austinhabitat.org

Austin Humane Society is the city’s largest no-kill, nonprofit pet 
adoption center dedicated to saving Austin’s homeless cats and 
dogs and education on responsible pet ownership and reducing 
pet overpopulation. 
124 W. Anderson Lane, Austin, 78752 • 646-7387
www.austinhumanesociety.org

Austin Parks Foundation is committed to providing the resources 
and partnerships that create and sustain beautiful and active parks. It 
seeks to fill the gap between what needs to be done and what the City 
of Austin’s parks department can afford to do. 
701 Brazos St., Ste. 170, Austin, 78701 • 477-1566
www.austinparks.org

Austin Partners in Education provides college and career 
readiness for Austin Independent School District students. Volunteers 
provide tutoring and lead study groups.
701 Brazos St., Ste. 480, Austin, 78701 • 637-0900
www.austinpartners.org

Austin Pregnancy Resource Center helps women with 
unplanned pregnancies sort through and decide their options 
while giving accurate and factual information in a confidential and 
welcoming environment. It offers free tests, sonograms and classes.
2717 Rio Grande St., Austin, 78705 • 476-7774 • www.austinprc.org

 Austin Recovery is a substance dependence treatment center 
aiming to bring about the in-depth changes that are essential for 
overcoming addiction. 
8402 Cross Park Drive, Austin, 78754 • 697-8500
www.austinrecovery.org

Austin State School - Volunteer Services Council is dedicated 
to enhancing the quality of life for individuals with mental retardation. 
Volunteers befriend residents and assist with classes and special events.
2203 W. 35th St., Austin, 78703 • 374-6048 • www.aussvsc.org

Austin Zoo & Animal Sanctuary is a pleasant Hill Country zoo 
where the people of Austin can learn about the animals close up, 
spend some time outdoors getting exercise and have fun. Volunteers 
help out with office tasks, groundskeeping and some animal care, 
depending on experience.
10807 Rawhide Trail, Austin, 78736 • 288-1490 • www.austinzoo.org

Ballet Austin is a company committed to bringing the art of dance 
to thousands, including those who might not otherwise have the 
opportunity. Ballet Austin maintains a multifaceted approach to 
dance education.
501 W. Third St., Austin, 78701 • 476-9151 • www.balletaustin.org

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas pairs volunteers with 
young people in need of mentoring and positive role models. 
1400 Tillery St., Austin, 78721 • 472-5437 • www.bbbscentraltx.org

Bikes for Goodness Sake Foundation provides bike-shop 
quality bikes to kids in need to give joy in the way that only a 
bicycle can.
12530 Research Blvd., Austin, 78759 • 680-8659 • www.bikesfgs.org

Blue Santa brings cheer to families that might not otherwise have 
gifts and food. The organization was started by the Austin Police 
Department in 1972 and includes the Texas National Guard, the Austin 
Fire Department, Austin Parks and Recreation and Austin Energy.
4101 S. Industrial Drive, Ste. 260, Austin, 78744 • 220-2583
www.bluesanta.org

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Capital Area - 
Lanier High School Unit offers programs and services to promote 
and enhance the development of boys and girls by instilling a sense 
of competence, usefulness, belonging and influence. 
1201 Payton Gin Road, Austin, 78758 • 983-8607
www.besomebodytosomebody.org

Breast Cancer Resource Center - Austin is a grass roots, 
nonprofit organization created by breast cancer survivors. The center 
serves women with breast cancer, their families and support systems, 
women who have questions about screening and biopsy and others 
in the community who are concerned about breast cancer issues.
Park St. David’s, 900 E. 30th St., Ste. 108, Austin, 78705 • 544-0900
www.bcrc.org

Brown Santa is a community service organization of the Travis 
County Sheriff’s Office. The goal is to provide assistance to families in 
need in the unincorporated areas of Travis County.
15400 Long Vista Drive, Ste. 101, Austin, 78728 • 247-2682
www.brownsanta.org

Cancer Connection was formerly named CanCare Austin. It is 
a growing network of cancer survivors and their family members 
offering hope and companionship for individuals and families 
affected by cancer. Volunteers visit cancer patients and their family 
members at hospitals and oncology centers providing refreshments, 
information and emotional support.
3710 Cedar St., Ste. 213, Austin, 78705 • 342-0233
www.thecancerconnection.org     

 Capital Area Food Bank works to end hunger in the Austin area. 
Volunteers ensure donated food is suitable for distribution. 
8201 S. Congress Ave., Austin, 78745 • 282-2111
www.austinfoodbank.org

 Caritas of Austin seeks to establish a continuum of services for 
impoverished people to link them with the tools they need to obtain 
self-sufficiency. Volunteers work to provide food and life skills training 
to clients.
611 Neches St., Austin, 78701 • 479-4610 • www.caritasofaustin.org

CASA of Travis County, Inc. recruits, screens, trains and supervises 
volunteers to provide guardian ad litem representation for abused and 
neglected children to help them reach a safe and permanent home.
6330 E. Hwy. 290, Ste. 350, Austin, 78723 • 459-2272
www.casatravis.org

 Catholic Charities of Central Texas volunteers work in a wide 
variety of programs that serve the needs of at-risk communities. 
Volunteers work in several capacities, including the food pantry and 
mentoring programs.
1817 E. Sixth St., Austin, 78702 • 651-6100 • www.ccctx.org

Celebration of Love works with area school districts and volunteers 
to give food and gifts to those in need. It also includes the Foreman-
Phillips Reaching Out Center, which hosts a food pantry that is open 
every Friday from 2-5 p.m.
15630 Vision Drive, Ste. V, Pflugerville • 251-4800
www.celebrationoflove.org

 * Center for Child Protection advocates for victims of abuse or 
witnesses to violent crimes. Volunteers help with direct care for children 
and perform support tasks.
8509 FM 969, Bldg. 2, Austin, 78724 • 472-1164
www.centerforchildprotection.org

Central Texas SPCA is a no-kill shelter that provides care for homeless 
animals. Volunteers assist with direct animal care and adoption.
909 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 260-7722 • www.centraltexasspca.org

Charity Craft Volunteer Network volunteers create handmade 
quilts, toys and other items for those in need.
9725B Anderson Mill Road, Austin, 78750 • 219-0321
www.charitycraftcenter.org

Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas is the only 
dedicated pediatric hospital in Central Texas. Volunteers provide 
assistance to patients, families and staff and take part in fundraising and 
community outreach.
4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin, 78723 • 324-0161 • www.dellchildrens.net

Easter Seals Central Texas was originally chartered as the Texas 
Society for Crippled Children. Since 1937, Easter Seals Central Texas 
has been providing services to children and adults with disabilities 
and their caregivers.
1611 Headway Circle, Bldg. 2, Austin, 78754 • 478-2581
http://centraltx.easterseals.com

 El Buen Samaritano Episcopal Mission has fulfilled a unique 
role in Austin as a provider of integrated health care, emergency food, 
advocacy, leadership, development and basic education for working-
poor Hispanic families since 1987. 
7000 Woodhue Drive, Austin, 78745 • 439-0700
www.elbuen.org

Faith in Action Caregivers - Northwest assists older adults in 
maintaining quality of life and independence. Volunteers provide 
transportation, home repairs and companionship to the elderly. 
10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin, 78750 • 250-5021
www.faithinactioncaregivers.org

 Family Link is a nonprofit organization devoted to linking children 
who need homes with foster and adoptive parents in Central Texas.
8700 Manchaca, Unit 604, Austin, 78748 • 945-8953
www.familylinkkids.com

 Foundation for the Homeless mobilizes the resources of 
the community of faith to alleviate homelessness in the spirit of 
compassion, hope and love.
P.O. Box 28006, Austin, 78755 • 453-6570 
www.foundationforthehomeless.org
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Friends of the Austin Public Library is a group of volunteers 
dedicated to supporting the Austin Public Library. Its purpose is to 
increase the number of citizens who take an interest in the library’s 
activities, to promote reading and literacy in the community and to raise 
awareness of its digital resources. 
P.O. Box 2287, Austin, 78768 • 296-4088
www.austinlibrary.org/site/PageServer?pagename=friend_main

Girlstart volunteers work to encourage girls to pursue interests in 
math, science and technology through after-school programs 
and mentorship.
1400 W. Anderson Lane, Austin, 78757 • 916-4775 • www.girlstart.org

 Goodwill Industries of Central Texas volunteers work in retail 
locations performing stocking and customer service duties. 
1015 Norwood Park Blvd., Austin, 78753 • 637-7100
www.austingoodwill.org

 Hands on Central Texas is a program of United Way Capital Area 
that strengthens communities through meaningful volunteer action. 
The organization provides more than 400 volunteer opportunities 
and projects including Days of Service and Volunteer Leadership. 
2000 E. Martin Luther King Drive, Austin, 78702 • 225-0388
www.handsoncentraltexas.org

Heart House Austin is a free after-school program dedicated to 
providing a safe haven and academic support to low-income children 
and encouraging them to become good citizens. 
7224 Northeast Drive, Austin, 78723 • 929-8187 • www.hearthouse.org

 Helping Hand Home for Children provides therapeutic foster 
care for abused and neglected children. Volunteers read to children 
or help with homework.
3804 Avenue B, Austin, 78751 • 459-3353 • www.helpinghandhome.org

Hill Country Community Ministries is a nonprofit corporation that 
provides food, clothing and financial assistance for people in crisis or 
poverty in southwest Williamson and northwest Travis counties.
1005 Lacy Drive, Leander • 259-0360 • www.hccm.org

Hospice Austin provides compassionate, end-of-life care for patients 
and their families. Volunteers assist staff in caring for patients.
4107 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 100, Austin, 78759 • 342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org

Humane Society of Williamson County was founded in 
1979 and provides innovative programs and services to eliminate 
pet overpopulation and to improve the lives of pets and people in 
Williamson County. Minimum volunteer age is 10.
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

Keep Austin Beautiful works to beautify and enhance the 
environment of the community. Volunteers work in service projects, 
including creek and road cleanups.
105 W. Riverside Drive, Ste. 230, Austin, 78704 • 391-0617
www.keepaustinbeautiful.org

Knowbility is a nonprofit organization supporting the 
independence of people with disabilities by promoting the use and 
improving the availability of accessible information technology.
3925 W. Braker Lane, Ste. 3, Austin, 78759 • 305-0310 
www.knowbility.org 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center was founded by Lady 
Bird Johnson and Helen Hunt in 1982 to protect and preserve North 
America’s native plants and natural landscapes. The Wildflower Center 
offers volunteer opportunities in the garden, festivals, educational 
programs and the gift store.
4801 La Crosse Ave., Austin, 78739 • 232-0102 • www.wildflower.org

Lance Armstrong Foundation was founded in 1997 by cancer 
survivor and champion cyclist Lance Armstrong. The LAF provides 
practical information and tools people with cancer need to live life on 
their own terms and unites people to fight cancer.
P.O. Box 161150, Austin, 78716 • 279-8383 • www.livestrong.org

 Lifeworks - Alliance of Youth and Family helps individuals, 
youth and families by providing support, safety, shelter and 
counseling for individual and family unit success. 
8913 Collinfield Drive, Austin, 78758 • 324-6870 
www.lifeworksweb.org

Literacy Austin provides instruction for basic literacy and English 
as a Second Language to adults, ages 17 and older, who read below 
the fifth-grade level.
2222 Rosewood Ave., Austin, 78702 • 478-7323 
www.literacyaustin.org

Make a Wish Foundation of Austin grants the wishes of children 
with life-threatening medical conditions. Volunteers assist in wish 
granting, fundraising and event planning. 
2224 Walsh Tarlton Lane, Ste. 200, Austin, 78746 • 329-9474
www.centralandsouthtexas.wish.org

Meals on Wheels - Greater Austin area makes and delivers 
nutritious meals to housebound members of the community. 
Volunteers deliver meals by bike or car.
3227 E. Fifth St., Austin, 78702 • 476-6325
www.mealsonwheelsandmore.org

Miracle League at Town & Country is a league for special needs 
children that allows them to play baseball. 
P.O. Box 200277, Austin, 78720 • 335-7434
www.austinmiracleleague.com

 Mobile Loaves & Fishes St. Louis is a social outreach ministry 
for the homeless and indigent working poor. Its mission is to provide 
food, clothing and dignity to those in need. It accomplishes this 
mission by delivering food every night of the week. 
7601 Burnet Road, Austin, 78757 • 454-0384 • www.mlfnow.org

P.A.W.S. of Austin (Protection for Animal Welfare Services)
prevents cruelty to all animals by promoting humane standards 
through education and example, to provide care and shelter 
for homeless animals, aid in the reduction of domestic animal 
overpopulation and aid in the enforcement of laws, including the 
investigation of animal cruelty and abuse. 
7202 South Brook, Austin, 78736 • 288-9856 • www.pawsofaustin.org

People’s Community Clinic was founded in 1970. It is a nonprofit, 
primary healthcare facility whose purpose is to provide high quality 
medical, counseling and health education services at reasonable 
costs to individuals and families in the Austin area. 
2909 N. IH 35, Austin, 78722 • 478-4939 • www.austinpcc.org

Pflugerville Independent School District volunteers can help 
mentor, read to students, act as guest speakers and participate in 
after-school programs. 
1401 W. Pecan St., Pflugerville • 594-0090 • www.pflugervilleisd.net

Planned Parenthood is dedicated to helping people make 
informed, private decisions in matters of sexuality, reproduction 
and parenthood.
201 E. Ben White Blvd., Bldg. B, Austin • 275-0171
www.plannedparenthood.org/ppaustin

Rays of Hope Austin is dedicated to financial empowerment for 
low-income families, community building and renewable energy 
education and advocacy. It creates pathways to self-sufficiency for 
struggling homeowners and informs the public about the benefits, 
both financial and environmental, of renewable energy.
P.O. Box 500181, Austin, 78750 • 577-9296
www.raysofhopeaustin.com

Ronald McDonald House of Austin provides housing and 
support for families of critically ill children. Volunteers prepare meals 
and perform administrative duties.
1315 Barbara Jordan Blvd., Austin, 78723 • 472-9844
www.rmhc-austin.org

Royal Family Kids Camp services abused and neglected children 
ages 7 to 11.
2700 Northland Drive, Austin • 930-1886 • www.austin.rfkc.org

RRISD Partners in Education Foundation generates and 
distributes resources to Round Rock Independent School District.
1311 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock • 464-5113
http://schools.roundrockisd.org/educationfoundation

 SafePlace prevents domestic and sexual violence and provides 
help for victims. Volunteers work directly with clients or provide 
indirect service.
1515 Grove Blvd., Austin, 78741 • 267-7233 • www.safeplace.org

 The Salvation Army volunteers work in a variety of programs that 
assist the needy, including social services, character building activities 
and collecting donations.
501 E. Eighth St., Austin, 78767 • 476-1111
www.salvationarmyaustin.org

Scottish Rite Learning Center of Austin, Inc. provides 
dyslexic individuals with a proven research-based, multi-sensory 
approach for learning the basic language skills of reading, writing 
and spelling, through the ongoing charitable commitment of the 
Scottish Rite Masons.
12871 N. US 183, Ste. 105, Austin, 78750 • 472-1231
www.scottishritelearningcenter.org

Sierra Club is an organization with a mission to explore, enjoy 
and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote 
the responsible use of the earth’s ecosystems and resources; to 
educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the quality of 
the natural and human environment; and to use lawful means to 
carry out these objectives.
P.O. Box 4581, Austin, 78765 • lehmanck@aol.com
www.texas.sierraclub.org/austin

Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation provides 
support for cancer patients as well as research. Volunteers help 
organize fundraising.
3508 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 300, Austin, 78704 • 473-0900
www.komenaustin.org

Texas Advocacy Project provides free legal services to victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault throughout the state of Texas.
P.O. Box 833, Austin, 78767 • 476-5377 • www.women-law.org

Texas Youth Commission volunteers serve as mentors to arrested 
youth and help them develop healthier attitudes towards themselves 
and others.
4900 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin, 78751 • 424-6130
www.tyc.state.tx.us

The Arc of the Capital Area provides individualized services to 
people with developmental disabilities. Volunteers befriend these 
people and become someone they can count on and share their 
lives with.
2818 San Gabriel, Austin, 78705 • 476-7044
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org

 United Way Capital Area addresses critical social issues by 
bringing people and resources together to create opportunities for 
individuals, families and neighborhoods to prosper. 
2000 E. MLK Jr. Blvd., Austin, 78702 • 472-6267
www.unitedwaycapitalarea.org

 United Way of Williamson County helps local nonprofits and 
community programs.
1111 N. IH 35, Ste. 220, Round Rock • 255-6799
www.unitedway-wc.org

Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter provides care for 
homeless animals. Volunteers assist with animal care and adoption.
1855 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3322  • www.wilcopets.org

Williamson County Symphony Orchestra, formed in 2002, 
travels around the county playing affordable concerts for citizens. 
Volunteers are needed to assist at performances.
1007 Green Meadow Drive, Round Rock • 789-5073
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

YMCA of Austin - Northwest Branch puts Christian principles 
into practice through programs that build a healthy spirit, mind and 
body for all by enhancing the lives of men, women, boys and girls in 
the Austin community.
5807 McNeil Drive, Austin, 78729 • 335-9622 • www.austinymca.org

Represents opportunities to volunteer with an organization that provides 
services to the homeless

Indicates organizations that help homeless children. According to the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, 1.2 million children are homeless on any given night. 
The federal law, McKinney Vento, Sec. 725, and the Texas Education Agency state 
plan for homeless children and youth consider children and youth who lack a 
fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence homeless.

*

for more volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.impactnews.com/volunteerguide

 www.impactnews.com 

While Community Impact attempted to include all area organizations that accept 
volunteers, this list may not be comprehensive. If you were inadvertently left off, please 
e-mail us at listings@impactnews.com and we will do our best to include you next year. 



DECEMBER 200822 iMpaCt nEws.CoM iMpaCt nEws.CoM

Real Estate

Prices subject to change without notice.

You say Grillmeister.  
WE SAY OUTDOOR LIVING AREA.

 EQUAL

HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Design Center

1

3

2

4

1

2

3

4

BELLA VISTA – from the $370s 

Grand Close Out - Only a few homes remain

512-658-8348

AVERY RANCH – from the $300s 

Grand Close Out - Final chance to buy
512-797-8730

WALSH TRAILS – from the $220s 

Beauiful, wooded homesites

512-218-0895

BUILD ON YOUR LOT – from the $220s 
Choose from over 120 plans

512-930-5300

VISIT A WILSHIRE MODEL HOME TODAY!

 At Wilshire Homes we speak your 
language. Tell us about your life 
and we’ll translate your needs into 
the perfect home for your family. 

Want to learn more? Let’s talk.
Go to wilshire-homes.com/letstalk
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by STeve Shire

A commercial agent can help you gain 
market knowledge so you can understand 
what is fair and reasonable in the commer-
cial real estate market. The Central Texas of-
fice market ended the third quarter of 2008 
with a vacancy rate of approximately of 12.6 
percent versus 11.6 percent at the end of the 
second quarter. 
Office market

Nationally, office vacancy rates are run-
ning a little under 12 percent, meaning Aus-
tin is approximately 0.6 to 0.7 percent higher 
than the national average. Subleases are on 
the upswing. These types of leases represent 
space that was occupied and vacated early or 
perhaps space in which the existing tenant 
does not need the extra room anymore and 
is looking to sublet to another tenant. The 
current sublease market represents approxi-
mately 877,000 sq. ft. of available space and 
is increasing. 

There are three classes of office space: A, B 
and C. Class A space is recognized as high-
er-end space. During the third quarter, the 
absorption rate — defined as how fast space 
is leased — in Class A office was a negative 
213,301 sq. ft. Class B and C space showed 
positive absorption, a sign that tenants are 
generally choosing rate over amenities. 

Rates within the Austin area averaged 
$25.87 per sq. ft. per year, which represents 
an average decrease in leasing rates by 1.7 
percent. As the financial crisis continues,  
tenants will likely see lower rates and de-
creasing prices for commercial property.

Construction-wise in the third quarter, 28 
buildings totaling 888,133 sq. ft. were com-
pleted, compared to 24 buildings totaling ap-
proximately 1 million plus sq. ft. in the sec-
ond quarter of 2008. For the first six months 
of 2008, office properties saw an average sales 
price of $180 per sq. ft. versus an average ask-
ing price of $278 per sq. ft. in 2007. 
Industrial market 

The local industrial market represents an 
opportunity to move into an office ware-

Log onto:

Sponsored by the Northwest Austin Team of
Intero Real Estate • 24 hours • 877-784-5111 ext. 3001

house at a lower rate. Industrial properties 
are primarily made up of flex and warehouse 
space. Flex space can be described as a prop-
erty that looks more like an office/showroom 
or has a retail-type appeal, as opposed to a 
typical warehouse that is used for manu-
facturing or storage space. Flex properties 
showed a decrease in vacancies during the 
third quarter from 16.2 to 15.8 percent, while 
warehouse space vacancies increased from 
7.6 to 8.1 percent. 

Sublease space increased to approximately 
293,000 total sq. ft. as compared with 284,000 
sq. ft. in the second quarter, giving new ten-
ants an opportunity to lease warehouse and 

flex space at a discount. 
New Austin developments are Southpark 

Commerce Phase III and Lincoln Vista II, 
totaling 365,822 sq. ft. New construction 
includes Burleson Business Park, which con-
sists of approximately 316,000 sq. ft. avail-
able for lease. Developments in Round Rock 
include properties such as Alliance Business 
Park 12 Oaks and Davis Spring Corporate 
Center, and in the Georgetown area, 243 
Investment Loop. Approximately 261,000 
sq. ft of flex property is under construction 
in Round Rock. The current warehouse in-
ventory in Georgetown is approximately 2.3 
million sq. ft. with vacancies of 17.5 percent. 

Purchase price on warehouse-type property 
averages $53.70 per sq. ft., compared to an 
average selling price during the first quarter 
of $45.54 per sq. ft.

Article provided by Senior 
Associate Steve Shire of  Buls Hodge 
Commercial Real Estate 
E-mail steve@bulshodge.com or
visit www.Austin-Office.com.

www.impactnews.com
to comment on tHis story, visit 
more.impactnews.com/2770
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Office buildings recently completed and under construction

3rD QUArTer 2008
1  Aspen Lake 13809 Research Blvd. 207,000
2  crossings at Lakeline 11001 Lakeline Blvd. 248,069
3  Four Points center 11305 Four Points dr. 200,000
4  Ladera Bend 7300 RR 2222 157,871
5  Riata crossing - iV 12565 Riata Vista circle 80,000

 Quarterly total: 892,940
2ND QUArTer 2008

6  Park central 12345 n. Lamar Blvd. 114,091
7  Prominent Pointe ii  5015 iH 35 101,365
8   Southpark office center 5015 iH 35 122,316
9  Spectrum at crystal Park 2300 Greenhill dr. 87,218

10  tejas Plaza 2009 S capitol of texas Hwy. 26,000
 Quarterly total: 450,990
1sT QUArTer 2008
11  3900 San clemente 3900 n capitol of texas Hwy. 251,495
12  Las cimas iV 900 S capitol of texas Hwy. 138,000
13  Parkline 11200 Lakeline Blvd. 90,000

 Quarterly toal:  479,495
4TH QUArTer 2007
14  Park on Barton creek 3700 MoPac expy. 211,000
 Quarterly total: 211,000
3rD QUArTer 2007
15  Amber oaks Phase iV-Bldgs. H,i 9501 Amberglen Blvd. 151,268
16  Parkway at oak Hill 4801 Southwet Pkwy. 145,475
17  Preserve at Bee cave 11412 Bee cave Rd. 21,055
18  Research Park 12515 Research Blvd. 251,400

 Quarterly total:  569,198
 totAL citYWide: 2,603,623

Under construction
1  capstar at compass Plaza 1717 W 5th St. 116,000
2  travesia i-iV FM 1325 and Quick Hill Rd. 244,950
3  domain Gateway 2900 esperanza crossing 175,000
4  Quarry oaks ii 3107 oak creek dr. 50,000
5  Pecan Park Place 10700 Pecan Park Blvd. 272,888
6  Frontera Vista-Bldg 1,2 1100 Louis Henna Blvd. 270,000
7  Palisades West-Bldg 1,2 6300 Bee caves Rd. 375,520
8  Preserve at Bee cave i 11402 Bee caves Rd.       21,055 

Completed
Property name Address Total sq.ft.

6

Map not to scale
N

1

3

14

State of the Central Texas 
commercial market

Statistics and map provided by
Nate Stricklen of CB Richard Ellis
Brokerage Services
E-mail nate.stricklen@cbre.com
or visit www.cbre.com.
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78727 Austin Milwood 4615 Everest Lane 4br/2.5ba  2,236  $244,999 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78727 Austin Ashton Woods Townhomes 13808 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2ba  1,634  $238,825 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773
78727 Austin Ashton Woods Townhomes 13833 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2.5ba  1,918  $228,500 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773
78727 Austin Ashton Woods 13705 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/3ba  2,660  $279,900 Karen McCarty Keller Williams 413-3788
78729 Austin Milwood 8128 Osborne Drive 3br/2ba  1,922  $211,900 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78729 Austin Springwoods 9102 Frostwood Trail 4br/2.5ba  2,224  $209,500 Brian O’Connor e-Executive Realty N/A 
78729 Austin Forest North Estates 13307 Perthshire St. 3br/2ba  1,585  $179,200 Robert W. Kauffman Keller Williams Realty 853-0110
78729 Austin Milwood 7429 Dallas Drive 3br/2.5ba  2,323  $199,900 Linda Bishop JBGoodwin REALTORS 330-9300
78729 Austin Milwood 13333 Black Canyon Drive 3br/2.5ba  2,319  $205,000 Margaret Denena, CRS, GRI Prudential Texas Realty 784-7099
78729 Austin Springwoods 9104 Hazelhurst 4br/2.5ba  2,393  $229,900 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942
78729 Austin Milwood 6509 Luckenbach Lane 4br/2.5ba  2,140  $219,000 Allen & Melissa Shipman Moreland Properties 659-5506 
78750 Austin Courtyard at Anderson Oaks 11000 Anderson Mill #16 3br/2.5ba  1,550  $225,000 Margaret Denena, CRS, GRI Prudential Texas Realty 784-7099
78750 Austin  Spicewood at Bull Creek 10203 Lockerbie Court 4br/3.5ba  3,529  $559,777 Christy Taylor Keller Williams 507-5632 
78758 Austin Village @ Walnut Creek 12031 Shady Springs Road 3br/2.5ba  1,893  $209,900 Tammy Fariss Tammy Fariss, Realtors 577-9934 
78758 Austin Quail Creek 1012 Cripple Creek Drive 4br/2ba  1,520  $155,999 Maggie Kennedy Sellstate Classic Realty 698-3478
78758 Austin Village at Walnut Creek 12031 Shady Springs Road 3br/2.5ba  1,893  $209,900 Tammy Fariss Tammy Fariss, Realtors 836-4437 
78758 Austin Enclave at Gracywoods 1410 Gorham St. 3br/2ba  1,781  $247,990 David Weekley Homes N/A 490-1367
78758 Austin Enclave at Gracywoods 1402 Gorham St. 4br/2.5ba  2,300  $279,990 David Weekley Homes N/A 490-1367
78758 Austin Quail Creek West - Active 9614 Chukar Circle 3br/3ba  1,460  $128,983 Gary Gentry - Agent Keller Williams Realty 732-3865
78759 Austin Great Hills 7222 Ellaview Lane 4br/2ba  3,412  $545,000 Maureen Parker Assist2Sell 346-5500
78759 Austin Oak Forest 7405 Fireoak Drive 4br/2.5ba  2,382  $304,900 Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675
78759 Austin Spicewood Point 3809 Spicewood Springs #125 2br/2ba  1,041  $184,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78613 Cedar Park Silverado West 610 Trail Dust 4br/2ba  1,681  $184,000 Janet Q Holt Assist2Sell 346-5500
78613 Cedar Park Whippoorwill Acres 2401 Grandridge Trail 4br/2.5ba  3,511  $575,000 Toni Spalding, Broker Toni Spalding CRS 965-4056
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2515 Ben Doran 3br/2.5ba  2,498  $325,000 Jolene Hall, Turnquist Partners Turnquist Partners 633-3077 
78613 Cedar Park Bellamy Garden Homes  601 Kobuk  3br/2ba  1,647  $345,000 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773
78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 2700 Brindisi Way 4br/3.5ba  3,179  $399,900 Wilshire Homes N/A 485-3316
78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 3116 Castellano Way 3br/3.5ba  2,800  $399,900 Wilshire Homes N/A 485-3316
78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 1302 Chalk Lane 4br/2.5ba  2,731  $183,900 Linda Bishop JBGoodwin REALTORS 330-9300

local listinGs

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
  austin and cedar Park

ziP code Guide

Round Rock • Pflugerville: 78664 (Dell / Gattis School area) • 78665 (University / Dell Diamond area) • 78681 (Round Rock west of IH 35) • 78660 (Pflugerville) • 78717 (Brushy Creek area)
Cedar Park • Leander: 78613 (Cedar Park) • 78641 (Leander) • 78717 (Avery Ranch area)
Northwest Austin: 78727 (W. Parmer / MoPac) • 78729 (Anderson Mill / McNeil) • 78750 (Anderson Mill / Balcones) • 78758 (MoPac / Braker) • 78759 (Great Hills / Arboretum)
Georgetown • Hutto • Taylor: 78626 (East Georgetown) • 78628 (West Georgetown) • 78633 (NW Lake Georgetown area) • 78634 (Hutto) • 76574 (Taylor)

residential    property listinGs
If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com to request a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

9104 Hazelhurst, Austin $229,900

2401 Grandridge trail, cedar Park $575,000

13705 Ashton Woods circle, Austin $279,900

7222 ellaview Lane, Austin $545,000

78727

Featured homes

Schools - Pflugerville ISD
• Parmer Lane Elementary
• Westview Middle School
• Connally High School

Scofield Farms
This subdivision strikes a fine balance between 
suburban and urban living. Scofield Farms has 
convenient access to IH 35, MoPac, Wells Branch 
Parkway and Parmer Lane. The neighborhood has 
wide streets, shaded trees and a unique mix of 
housing options. 

78727

Featured homes

Schools - Round Rock ISD
• Deerpark Elementary
• Jollyville Middle School
• McNeil High School

Ashton Woods 
This gated community is a single-story townhome 
development that offers maintained yards with 
sprinkler systems. The area has close access to MoPac, 
Wells Branch Parkway and Toll 45. The heavily wood-
ed area is also close to the future light rail system and 
Kiddie Acres, an amusement park and golf course.

residential    real estate
NEIGHBORHOODS AT A GLANCE

13709 Ashton Woods Circle 
3 Br. / 2 Ba. 
1,334 sq. ft.
Agent: John Prell.
Creekview Realty

$222,900 
444-8778

5

4301 Barkley Drive 
3 Br. / 2 Ba. 
1,632 sq. ft.
Agent: Don Cox,
Don E. Cox & Associates

$226,000
327-4683

4

4204 Dot Drive
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
1,533 sq. ft. 
Agent: Perry Henderson, 
Prudential Texas Realty

$259,900
791-7462

6
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2200 Rodeo Drive
4 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
2,857 sq. ft.
Agent: Christopher Jacob,
Keller Williams Realty

$265,000 
346-3550

1

1901 Creole Drive 
5 Br. / 3 Ba. 
3,601 sq. ft.
Agent: John Miller,
Exit Advantage Realty

$250,000 
626-4556

3

SWIM CENTER

13500 Will Rogers Lane
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
2,173 sq. ft.
Agent: Carrin Lewis,
Avalar Austin

 
799-6353

2

$254,000
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residential    property listinGs
If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
 cedar Park, GeorGetoWn, leander, PfluGerville and round rock 

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1804 Marysol Trail 4br/2.5ba  2,524  $164,900 Marisa Ladd The Samford Group 586-3267
78613 Cedar Park  Cypress Bend 2118 Heather Drive 3br/2.5ba  1,562  $169,900 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II 426-1881
78613 Cedar Park High Meadows 652 Columbine 3br/2ba  1,861  $150,000 Phil Nassaux Sellstate Classic Realty 633-1317
78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 1304 Mathias 3br/2ba  1,817  $169,500 Cheryl Tucker Best Agents In Texas 705-9010
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2712 Melba Pass 4br/2.5ba  3,080  $279,800 Debbie Simmons Keller Williams 659-7579
78613 Cedar Park Woods at Carriage Hills 901 Saba Cove 3br/2ba  1,628  $164,425 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 116 Stephen Lane 3br/2ba  1,668  $159,999 Agent Moreland Properties 698-7877
78626 Georgetown Summercrest 1352 Ashberry Trail 4br/2.5ba  2,659  $169,775 Jody Garcia Sellstate Summit Realty 635-1843
78626 Georgetown Summercrest 2409 Caprock Place 4br/2.5ba  1,875  $155,555 Jody Garcia Sellstate Summit Realty 635-1843
78628 Georgetown Wood Ranch 311 S. Cassidy Drive 4br/3.5ba  3,230  $395,000 Tiffany Morrow Assist2Sell 346-5500
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30501 St. Andrews 4br/2ba  1,981  $260,000 Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams N/A 
78628 Georgetown Serenada Estates 4301 E. Cordoba Circle 5br/3.5ba  3,052  $269,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Thousand Oaks 208 Woodstone Drive 4br/2ba  1,561  $152,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78641 Leander Valle Verde Beach 11206 Hill Drive 3br/3ba  3,486  $450,000 Phil Nassaux Sellstate Classic Realty 633-1317
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2510 Turtle River 3br/2.5ba  1,539  $138,000 Robert Fischer Keller Williams 791-0229
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1402 Camelback 5br/4ba  4,408  $650,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2805 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3ba  3,967  $625,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1201 High Lonesome 4br/4.5ba  4,775  $685,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1508 El Cielo 4br/3.5ba  3,958  $635,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1504 El Cielo 4br/3.5ba  4,100  $650,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1306 High Lonesome 5br/5ba  4,600  $850,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2405 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/4ba  4,129  $679,950 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78660 Pflugerville  Avalon Park 19408 Moorlynch 4br/3ba  2,678  $272,682 Standard Pacific Homes N/A 990-3190
78660 Pflugerville Avalon Park 19409 Moorlynch 4br/2.5ba  3,605  $308,128 Standard Pacific Homes N/A 990-3190
78660 Pflugerville Avalon Park 19624 Sangremon Way 4br/3.5ba  3,684  $317,712 Standard Pacific Homes N/A 990-3190
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 19313 Sunken Creek 4br/2.5ba  2,565  $210,000 Howard Nemetsky Sellstate Hill Country 528-0404
78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North 912 Busleigh Castle 3br/2ba  1,826 (WCAD)  $174,900 Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333
78660 Pflugerville Villages Hidden Lake 4020 Hidden Lake 4br/2ba  2,277 (WCAD)  $187,900 Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333
78613 Round Rock Ranch at Brushy Creek 607 S. Frontier Lane 5br/3.5ba  3,113  $299,000 Dave Johnson Assist2Sell 346-5500
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 1402 Thibodeaux Drive 3br/2ba 1,400 $134,900  Nason Hengst RE/MAX - Heart of Texas 775-7900
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2053 Golden Bear N/A  N/A  $60,000 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1915 Mulligan Drive N/A  N/A  $65,000 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1926 Mulligan Drive N/A  N/A  $65,000 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1928 Mulligan Drive N/A  N/A  $65,000 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3108 Carnousty St. 4br/4ba  4,103  $524,900 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3612 Carnousty Cove 4br/4ba  4,103  $519,900 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3619 Carnousty Cove N/A  N/A  $73,900 Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697 
78664 Round Rock Kensington Place 1109 Nottingham Hill Road 3br/2ba  1,371  $128,000 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78664 Round Rock Huntington Trails 1433 Windcrest 4br/2.5ba  2,382  $237,500 Mary Jo Schoppa Lackey Real Estate 864-4535
78664 Round Rock Greenridge 309 Boone Valley 3br/2ba  1,893  $191,217 N/A Rock Wall Properties 698-1655

1804 Marysol trail, cedar Park $164,900

1201 High Lonesome, Leander $685,000

commercial    real estate

McKalla 4 
2601 McHale Court

Lakeline Square Townhomes 
13420 Lyndhurst St.

 5,400 sq. ft.
Call for pricing
Agent: Daniel Fararr, Stream Realty  
481-3005

1,358  sq.ft. 
$169,735 
Agent: David Cavalier, eTexas Realty  
514-6229 

2 31 Braker 2 
11002-11006 Metric Blvd.

 27,349 sq. ft.
Call for pricing
Agent: Will Nechols, Steam Realty 
481-3009

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, 
please send an e-mail to realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

only those properties within Community Impact Newspaper’s current distribution area are included.

City Address Sq. Ft. Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent/seller for the most current and reli-
able information.

78759 Austin 3808 Spicewood Springs, Ste. 103  2,450  $6,125/mo ($25 + NNN $6) Gay Ruggiano Kucera Companies 279-9233
78759 Austin 4210 Spicewood Springs, Bldg. A, # 201  1,029  $1,545/mo ($12 + NNN $6) Gay Ruggiano Kucera Companies 279-9233
78613 Cedar Park 1460 E. Whitestone Blvd.  581-1,885  $17.50psf/yr+NNN David Sour Burke Real Estate Group 437-4057
78613 Cedar Park 1464 E. Whitestone Blvd.  1,000-4,000  $180/sq. ft. David Sour Burke Real Estate Group 437-4057
78613 cedar Park 930 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 105  1,000  $130,000 Marilyn Kurka new Home Solutions7  750-1216
78613 cedar Park 16103 FM 1431  1.51 acres  $500,000 Bambi Hampton Smyth design & Realty 636-2907
78628 Georgetown 1918 Leander Road  1,692  $310,000 Wally Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 659-8690
78628 Georgetown 4819 Williams Drive  4.48 acres  $925,000 Wally Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 659-8690
78628 Georgetown 3550 n. iH 35  8 acres  $525,000 Rolf Mitzkat - Broker Mitzkat & Associates 508-7653
78634 Hutto 131 W. Austin  8,052  $630,000 Bo Brasfield, cciM Brasfield Real estate 898-0203
78634 Hutto 129 Austin  0.73 acres  $127,000 Bo Brasfield, cciM Brasfield Real estate 898-0203
78660 Pflugerville 13630 Immanuel Road  6,750  $6,750 + elec + jan. Gay Ruggiano Kucera Companies 279-9233
78660 Pflugerville Toll 130 & Rowe Lane  0.41 acres  $125,000 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800
78660 Pflugerville 20818 Martin Lane  3,179  $700,000 Kelli Roch   Gaston & Sheehan Realty 627-3857
78664 Round Rock 3250 East Palm (Hwy. 79)  2,633  $24 + NNN $6 Gay Ruggiano Kucera Companies 279-9233
78665 Round Rock 3240 Crossley Crossing Road  5+ acres  $980,100 Jerel Choate Coldwell Banker United 183 689-7040
78665 Round Rock 1154 Rusk Road  3+ acres  $435,600 Jerel Choate Coldwell Banker United 183 689-7040
78681 Round Rock 2000 S. IH 35, Ste. H3  2,747  $11.52 + NNN $4.78 Gay Ruggiano Kucera Companies 279-9233
78681 Round Rock RR 620 & oaklands Lot 2  10,000  $24 nnn Gay Ruggiano Kucera companies 279-9233
78681 Round Rock RR 620 & oaklands Lot 3  20,000  $24 nnn Gay Ruggiano Kucera companies 279-9233
78681 Round Rock RR 620 & deep Woods Lot 6  6,000  $26.50 nnn  Gay Ruggiano Kucera companies 279-9233

note: only those properties within Community Impact Newspaper’s 
current distribution area are included.
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311 S. cassidy drive, Georgetown     $395,000

1402 thibodeaux drive, Round Rock     $134,900
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• More FREE HD choices than satellite

• Online speed that leaves DSL in the dust†

•  Home phone service with popular calling 

features included at no extra cost

• One low monthly price on one simple bill

 

Get all three services from Time 

Warner Cable, and you’ll also get 

savings you can count on. Make 

the switch today and watch your 

savings pile up.  

DIGITAL CABLE + ROAD RUNNER + 
DIGITAL PHONE = BIG SAVINGS

YOUR HOUSE IS NOW YOUR HOME FOR SAVINGS.

*Offer available to new customers only. Expires 12/31/08. Must order all 3 services; Digital Standard Cable, Digital Phone Local and Road Runner Basic 3.0 Mbps to receive bundle product price of $89.97 for 12 months. After 12 months regular monthly rates apply. May not be 
combined with any other offer. To receive all services, remote and lease of a Digital or HD set-top box required. Additional $7.99 converter box charge applies. Some services are not available to CableCARD customers. HDTV set required for HD service. Movies On Demand is an 
optional service available for an incremental charge. A telephone number transfer charge will apply to all ported residential lines. Digital Phone does not include back-up power and, as in the case with an electric-powered home cordless phone, should there be a power outage, 
Digital Phone, including the ability to access 9-1-1 services, may not be available. Additional charges apply for installation, equipment, taxes, fees, long-distance calls (outside the local area), Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to International locations. Actual 
Road Runner speeds may vary. Not all Road Runner products and services are available to customers using the Microsoft Windows Vista operating system. Windows Vista is either a registered trademark or trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other 
countries. Subject to credit approval. Other restrictions may apply. All services may not be immediately available in all areas. Not all equipment supports all services. Offer is not transferable. Subject to change without notice. Call for details. ©2008 Time Warner Cable, Inc. All 
rights reserved. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (s08)

When you bundle Digital Standard Cable, Road Runner 
Basic 3 Mbps and Digital Phone Unlimited Local*

$2999
per month
for 12 months

each

Call toll-free 1-877-66-BUNDLE 
or go to timewarnercentral.com

Ask how to GUARANTEE your price for 
2 YEARS and receive a $100 REBATE! 


