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By Rachel youens

stoRy highlights

•three areas to be annexed in coming years

•Utility districts gain services, keep amenities
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When developers built the Anderson Mill 
subdivision in the ’70s, the area was just 
outside the city limits and thus not served 
by Austin utilities. The developers applied 
for Austin annexation, and when the city 
responded that they weren’t in a position 
to take on the area, citizens decided to run 
their own water and wastewater through a 
Municipal Utility District without becom-
ing Austin annexed. 

In 2008 Northwest Austin will grow by 
1,362 acres as the city annexes this area and 
other land on the fringes of Austin. Much 
of the Anderson Mill area, previously a hole 
in the city’s annexed land, will join as full 
purpose Austinites, and will become one of 
the last northern areas to be annexed as the 
city uses up the last of the unclaimed land 
north of the city.

“The way the annexation program works 
is that we track development,” said Virginia 
Collier, principal planner for the Austin 
annexation department. “Areas outside the 
city limits, but adjacent to limits, come in 
and file a site or subdivision plan and re-

National perspective
A day with U.S. Representatives John 
Carter and Michael McCaul
Page 20

also included: Immigration and homeland 
security overview
Page 23
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The land along Bull Creek owned by Rowena Stenis’ family, played an 
important part in her life. It’s where, in the ’40s, she picnicked with her 
future husband and would later bring her grandchildren to ride horses. 
It was such an important part of her life that she and her family were 
willing to wait seven years for another $2 million offer to come their way, 
allowing the land to be preserved as a nature trail.

On Nov. 9, the land at the corner of Capital of Texas Hwy. officially 
opened to the public as a hike-and-bike trail. Named for Rowena’s par-
ents who first purchased the land, the Matthew and Hazeline Smith Trail 
covers 1.5 miles along the banks of Bull Creek. 

“We didn’t want to see a beautiful piece of property and trees destroyed 
for apartments,” said the 85-year-old Stenis, of the 264 unit apartment 
complex that was once slated for the area. “It didn’t seem right, it’s such 

By Rachel youens

Source: City of Austin annexation department, www.ci.austin.tx.us/annexation

City partners with foundation to preserve history, 
environment along Spicewood Springs

 Student Loans
Summary:
This approved proposition enables the 
legislature to authorize the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board to issue 
no more than $500 million in general 
obligation bonds to be used for student 
loans. 

This program is designed to be self-•	
supporting. As much money that 
goes out of the program is expected 
to be returned by repayment and 
investment earnings.
No more than $125 million in bonds •	
will be issued per year, according to 
the state’s education code.
The THECB will be the lender. •	

In real lIfe: Students attending colleges 
such as Texas State University or Austin 
Community College can apply for these 
loans. For more information, visit www.
thecb.state.tx.us.  

continued on |19

Pflugerville School Bond
$125 million bond package
Property taxes not expected to rise
Includes:

Money for two new elementary •	
schools, a middle school and planning 
for a fourth high school
Money for renovations at each •	
campus
Renovation and technology projects •	
expected to begin in summer 2008

First new campus by 2010
Funded by the 2005 bond package, •	
Riojas Elementary is expected to open 
for the 2009-2010 school year.

Annexation size: 1,179 acres
Full purpose annexation by: 
December 2008

Anderson Mill Municipal
Utility District

360Spicewood 
Springs Rd.

Bull Creek

New trail preserves Bull Creek

Annexation 
size: 183 
acres
Full purpose 
annexation 
by: 
December 
2008

Anderson Mill Road Area1 3

1

2

Anderson Mill Rd

city allows conservation land for trail

During last month’s elections, Tex-
as voters passed all 16 constitutional 
amendments, and local voters passes 
a Pflugerville ISD bond. Although 
they passed easily in the state, some 
had trouble in Travis County. Propo-
sition 15, giving $3 billion for cancer 
research, barely passed with only 50.2 
percent of the vote. Below are five ex-
amples of how passed amendments 
and bonds might affect Austinites.

City annexes north Austin land along city’s edge 

Anderson Mill Rd
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2

Anderson Mill Rd

Pond Springs Rd

Annexation 
size: 
468 acres
Full purpose 
annexation 
by: 2010

Springwood Municipal 
Utility District

city of Austin - Full Purpose
receives city services, pays taxes
city of Austin - Limited Purpose
part of city, but without services or taxes
city of Austin - 5 mile etJ
land that can be annexed by the city
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St. David’s HealthCare offers fi ve fully staffed ERs in the greater Austin area, each with a nationally accredited Chest Pain 

Center.  At North Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown hospitals, our ERs stand ready with board-certifi ed emergency 

medicine specialists and the depth of over 1,300 physicians. In an emergency, make sure you choose a St. David’s ER.

Find a St. David’s ER or doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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How to get a Community Impact Newspaper
Community Impact Newspaper is published 13 times a year and 
mailed to more than 210,000 households and businesses in the 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Taylor and Austin areas.
In a world of free Internet news and decreasing newspaper 
circulation, the CI staff believes readers still want the printed story. 
Each month, all residents in each of our markets through direct mail 
receive a free copy of quality content specifically covering the news 
and information that will affect them.

Publication Dates
Round Rock and Pflugerville: 
First Friday of each month
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor: 
Second Friday of each month
Cedar Park and Leander: 
Third Friday of each month
Northwest Austin: 
Fourth Friday of each month

Subscriptions in our other markets are available

$39
$71.50
$87.75
$104

$3
$2.75
$2.25
$2
$3.50

One market
Two markets
Three markets
Four markets
Back issue

One year 
(13 issues)
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issue

Subscription 
Rates

For more information, call 989-6808.

Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the first Friday of 
the month.

My husband and I moved into 
our first house in September, 
and we are thrilled to be “home” 
for the holidays. Although my 
mother keeps telling me to 
wait until the infamous after-
Christmas sales for additional 
holiday décor, and my husband 
keeps comparing me to the 
Griswold’s of the National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation 
movie, I continue to run to my 
local retailer for just one more 
thing to complete my winter 
wonderland.   

As stories develop on the page 
for each issue, our publisher is 
known for asking one question, 
“Where’s the map?”  This issue 
discusses in detail annexation 
of the unclaimed land outside 
Austin city limits and how 
readers might be affected.  The 
map is definitely a big part of this 
story and presents a clear picture 
of the future annexation plans in 
and around Northwest Austin.  

Our publisher, editor 
and an assistant editor 
recently had the opportunity 

to visit Washington D.C. to 
spend a day in the life with 
two U.S. Representatives--John 
Carter and Michael McCaul. We 
thought it was important for you 
to know your Representatives 
and have some insight as to 
how they spend their time on 
any given day. One of their 
topics of real concern is how 
immigration affects the people 
of Central Texas. These men 
have their work cut out for them, 
and although it was fascinating 
to peek in for a moment, I 
personally would not want to 
walk in their shoes every day.

 On a lighter note, literally, 
if you’re looking forward to 
the bright lights this season, just 
squint and look north; you’ll see 
my house in the distance. This 
is my favorite time of year, and 
I hope you are spending it with 
your loved ones and looking 
forward to 2008.  Thanks for 
inviting Community Impact 
Newspaper into your home for 
the holidays. 

Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and Happy News Year,

Williamson County Commissioner Lisa 
Birkman helped celebrate the opening 
of the Lake Creek Trail Dec. 13. The 
1.5 mile trail runs from Broadmeade 
Ave. through the fields of the Town and 
Country Optimist Club. The D.R.Horton 
development adjacent to Parmer Lane will 
fund the completion of the trail so that it 
may reach all the way to Parmer Lane. The 
project includes a trailhead with 20 parking 
spaces and park benches situated on 13 acres. The trail was funded 
by Capital Metro, Build Central Texas and funding from county 
park bonds approved in 2000.

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

...freedom 

...adventure 

...and the thrill of 

a shrewd, timely, 

money-saving 

move.

COMING SOON!

www.CentralTexasHarley.com
512-973-8521

to follow

  So now there’s 
every reason 

the

dream...
Our Round Rock Location

FOR CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.CENTRALTEXASHARLEY.COM
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Austin City Council member Lee Leffingwell announced his 
sponsorship of a resolution to change the way the city negotiates  
economic development agreements at the Dec. 6 city council 
meeting. “I’ve heard concerns from many Austinites over our 
economic development agreements for retail projects, and I share 
those concerns,” Leffingwell said. “I believe the city needs to honor 
its current agreements, but going forward, I want us to focus on 
making our process fairer and more open.”

The group Stop Domain Subsidies has formed opposing the city’s 
2003 agreement with Endeavor Real Estate that resulted in $37 
million on subsidies for the construction of The Domain in north 
Austin. The Domain is the only retail project to which the city has 
given incentives to.

The resolution would no longer allow the city to give incentives 
to retail projects, such as The Domain, but would honor their 
existing agreement. The process for evaluating the performance of 
the company that receives the economic development agreement 
would also change to provide more transparency.

Council considers changes for retail incentives
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832-1888

•  Henna will beat any price in Texas on a New Chevy. GUARANTEED.

•  We have one of the largest selection of new Chevys in Central Texas.

•  Henna is a 6-time Winner of the Prestigious Mark of Excellence Award 
for Outstanding Customer Service.

First in Selection. First in Savings. 
First in Central Texas.

na will beat any price in Texas on a New Chevy. GUARANTEED.

have one of the largest selection of new Chevys in Central Texas.

Henna ChevroletHenna Chevrolet
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1  Viva Chocolato! opens in Domain
Viva Chocolato!, a dessert café, wine bar and chocolate 
shop, held its grand opening Dec. 1 at 3401 Esperanza 
Crossing, Ste. 104 at The Domain. Founded by local 
Austinites Mark Adams and Nino De Flacis, Viva 
Chocolato! sells chocolate desserts, European truffles, 
wines, champagnes, ports, gelato, sundaes and more. For 
more information, contact Melissa Adams at 809-1911 or 
e-mail Melissa@VivaChocolato.com.

11  Applied Management degree 
available
National American University, a fully accredited, four-
year university granting degrees on the bachelor’s, 
associate’s and master’s levels, will offer its Applied 
Management degree at its newly established Austin 
campus.  The Applied Management bachelor’s and 
associate’s degrees allow students who received on-the-
job training or occupational training at military service 
schools, technical institutes or community colleges to 
apply the hours of credit earned towards a bachelor’s 
degree from NAU, located at 13801 N. MoPac, Ste. 
300. For more information on the Austin campus and 
registration, call Steve Anthens, Director of Admissions, 
745-7022 or visit www.nauaustin.com.

6  Best books of the year
The Spicewood Springs Branch Book Club meets the 
third Tuesday of each month from 1:30 - 3 p.m. at 
Austin Public Library Spicewood Springs Branch, 8637 
Spicewood Springs Road. This month, the book club’s 
Dec. 18 meeting will be discussing the best books of 2007. 
For more information, contact 974-3800.

2  A sweet anniversary
Ann’s Kitchen Cakes 
is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary. Ann is 
proud to have served 
generations of Austinites 
with her cakes and 
cookies for all occasions. 
Ann’s Kitchen Cakes 
is located at 8650 
Spicewood Springs Road, 
335-4545.

12  The Domain offers holiday 
entertainment 
The Domain will offer holiday events throughout the 
holiday season. Story time with Santa will be held in 
Century Oaks Park near the fireplace in The Domain 
Fridays 4 – 7 p.m., Saturdays noon – 7 p.m., and 
Sundays noon – 6 p.m. until Christmas. 

Complimentary horse-drawn carriage rides will be 
offered on Dec. 14 – 16, 20 – 24 and 26 – 31 from       
5:30 – 9:30 p.m. A firework display will run every 
Saturday night at 8 p.m. throughout the holiday season. 

Music groups will hold special performances from 
the stage in Century Oaks Park. On Dec. 14 there 
will be performances by Austin City Academy from 
3 – 4 p.m., Oak Hill Elementary from 7:30 – 8:30 
p.m., and Millwood Baptist Church from 7 – 9 p.m. 
On Dec. 15 there will be performances by Lamar 
Middle School from noon – 1 p.m. and Round Rock 
Christian Academy 2 – 3 p.m. On Dec. 15, there will be 
performances by First Baptist Church from 3 – 4 p.m. 
and Promiseland Church from 5 – 6 p.m. On Dec. 17, 
Hill Country Middle School will perform from 1 – 2 
p.m. On Dec. 18, performances include Hyde Park 
Baptist School at 2:30 p.m. and West Ridge Middle 
School Orchestra from 5 – 6 p.m. The last performance 
will be Dec. 19 by Hyde Park Baptist School from 2 – 
3:30 p.m.

New Year celebrations
8 Main Event

Main Event, 13301 N. US 183, will have New Year’s Eve 
packages on sale through Dec. 30 that include bowling, 
billiards, laser tag, glow golf, rock climbing, XD motion 
theater, a buffet, soft drinks, prizes and party favors. The 
prime-time package, from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., is $25 for 
children 13 years old and over, and $20 per person for 
children under 13. A countdown package lasts from 9 
p.m. – 1 a.m. and costs $35 per person for children 13 
years old and over and $25 per person for children under 
13. For more information, call 401-0000 or visit www.
maineventusa.net/newsite/dialup/austin. 

9 North by Northwest
North by Northwest Restaurant and Brewery will have 
music by jazz trio The Liz Morphis Band and a specially 
set four-course menu. For reservations, call 467-6469.

5  Crafty business
Jo-Ann Fabric and Crafts store in the Arbor Walk is 
offering a wide variety of craft classes for children over the 
winter holiday. From Dec. 26 - Jan. 5, Jo-Ann's will offer 
19 classes ranging from sewing classes for children where 
kids learn to make pillowcases, to craft classes where they 
learn to make a memory box. Students must pre-register 
at least three days in advance. For information on class 
times and descriptions, call 795-8086 or stop by Jo-Ann's 
at 10515 N. MoPac.

3  Pre-school book reading
Téo Gelato and Espresso, located at 500 W. Canyon 
Ridge in the Tech Ridge Shopping Center beside the 
H-E-B, will host pre-school book readings every Monday 
from 10 - 10:30 a.m. beginning Dec. 17. Attendees will 
receive a 10 percent discount off every purchase. Téo 
specializes in gelato, espresso, paninis and breakfast tacos. 
It also has free Wi-Fi and a drive-through window. For 
more information, call 339-1836.

10 Claudia’s Hair Salon opens
Claudia’s Hair Salon is now open for business at the 
corner of Parmer Lane and Lamplight Village, 2006 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. B. For more information, call 873-
7148.

7  More luxury housing
A high-end, luxury apartment complex is being built 
north of Wells Branch Parkway at IH 35. Tentatively titled 
Verde Oak Park, the complex will include 336 one-, two- 
and three-bedroom units. Rent is expected to range from 
$864 to $1,440. Verde Apartment Communities plans to 
start leasing in March, with first move-in dates scattered 
throughout May and June.

4  Scofield grows
A new addition to the series of Scofield subdivisions is 
under construction along Parmer Lane. The Scofield Vil-
las will offer six different condominium floorplans with 
French names at 1310 W. Parmer Lane. The homes are 
being built by D.R.Horton and the company will begin 
showing models in January. For more information, call 
the sales office at 339-2074.

7

9

8
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northwest school of musIc

Northwest School of Music

School hires professional musicians to teach

Owner Todd Barth is a musician, as well as a music teacher.

www.austinacademyofmusic.com

by Mark Collins

When Todd Barth founded Pfluger-Rock and the 
Northwest School of Music, it wasn’t because he was get-
ting too old to rock out in the clubs; he just really enjoyed 
teaching music.

“There are a lot of really great players out there that 
teach because they don’t make enough money playing, 
but they hate doing it. They just do it for money,” Barth 
said. “But I’ve always been really fortunate in that I enjoy 
teaching.”

Barth started teaching music 26 years ago in Houston 
when a friend encouraged him to give lessons at a local 
music store. Interestingly enough, it was also at a friend’s 
urging that the Northwest School of Music was founded.

Scott Cain, a fellow musician and friend of Barth’s for 
25 years, saw how successful Pfluger-Rock was and be-
came interested in opening a school of music.

“He started joking around with me and said ‘Hey Todd 
why don’t we open a school together?’” Barth said. “But 
he was always real busy. He plays for a lot of bands and he 
teaches at the university, so I always blew him off.”

However, three years ago when Cain’s wife Kathleen 
graduated, the musicians had an office manager for a new 
school, and the plan was set in motion.

“I found a location that was just fantastic,” Barth said. 
“It was another case of good demographics. A lot of fami-

lies lived here; there were a lot of kids going by. It just fit 
the area perfectly, and there weren’t a lot of other schools 
here at the time.”

Three years later the school is running well and em-
ploys 35 music teachers between both locations. Barth 
does his best to hire the most qualified teachers, most of 
whom have played professional gigs and have extensive 
teaching experience.

“The lessons are really only as good as the teachers. No 
matter how fancy your waiting room is, it all comes down 
to the teachers,” Barth said. “I tried to find the best teach-
ers I could.”

Another aspect of Pfluger-Rock and the Northwest 
School of Music are the recitals, which occur two or three 
times per year.

“Recitals are kind of a hassle for a lot of people, but 
they’re ultimately good for the kids because it gives them 
an opportunity to show what they’ve been working on 
and it gives them something to work toward in their les-
sons.”

Now a staple in Pflugerville and Northwest Austin, 
Barth has his eyes on starting a music school in George-
town.

“I think I’m a good candidate to own a business because 
I like to do lots of little things. I’m detail oriented.”

Instruments taught 
at Pfluger-Rock and 
Northwest School of Music
Guitar 
Piano
Drum

Bass
Voice
Clarinet

Flute

Pflugerville Loop

Pfluger-Rock
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Anderson Mill Rd

Northwest 
School of Music

8863 Anderson Mill Rd., Ste.114 • 258-9785

100 W. Pflugerville Pkwy., Ste 102 • 989-2425
Pfluger-Rock

Life’s most simplistic way of living.

Villas from the $180s–$300s

FAIRWAY VIEW HOMES
at The Reserve at Twin Creeks offers low-maintenance luxury 

Villas in the natural setting and beauty of Central Texas.

FairwayViewHomes.com | 512.219.0340

Prices, specifications and plans represent present intent of the builder
and are subject to change without notice.

FVH-N7021_Villas  9/7/07  3:44 PM  Page 1

“Combining excellent academics 
with morals and values 

for over 50 years”

2114 St. Joseph Blvd.
Austin, Texas  78757

Just south of Anderson Lane 
off of Burnet Road.

(512) 454-0384 ext. 242
www.st-louis.org

• Pre-K through 8th grade quality education

• Open to all regardless of religion, race, or ethnicity

• Fully accredited by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools and the Texas Catholic 

 Conference Education Department

• After-school care available on campus

• Child Counselor and RN Nurse on staff

• New state-of-the-art playground and science lab

• Easy access from Mo Pac and Hwy 183

• Open House January 29. Dinner at 5:30 p.m., 

tours at 6:30 p.m. R.S.V.P. to 454-0384 ext. 242

Affordable Tuition  •  Flexible Schedules  •  Small Classes  •  Great Faculty

ACC. Smart Choice.
Now accepting applications for Spring 2008
Don’t wait, classes fill up fast!

Early registration begins November 12
(current and former students only)

Open registration begins November 19

Visit www.austincc.edu
or call (512) 223.4ACC

Start Here. Get There.

4.9167 x 3.125 Comm Impact
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alamo Drafthouse - lake creek

Alamo Lake Creek serving films, food and fun

Originating downtown, the Alamo Drafthouse has spread north. 

Alamo Drafthouse - Lake Creek
13729 Research Blvd. • 219-8135

Lake Creek Shopping Center

www.drafthouse.com/lakecreek

Alamo Drafthouse, a popular cinema known for its 
eclectic films, gives moviegoers a unique experience that’s 
hard to find elsewhere. 

Moviegoers can get a full meal, a glass of wine and 
movie screenings all in one sitting without worrying 
about swarms of teenagers hanging out in front of the 
cinema, because unless a movie is labeled as “all ages,” 
anyone under 18 years old must be accompanied by a par-
ent or legal guardian.

The original owners of the Alamo Drafthouse, Tim and 
Karrie League, still have ownership of the downtown loca-
tion, Alamo Village and Alamo South Lamar. The Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinemas corporation, formed in July of 2004, 
owns all the other locations, and has begun adding fran-
chises, including the Lake Creek location.

Alamo Lake Creek, which opened in the summer of 
2003 and has seven theaters, knows its audience well. 

“It’s not as central [as the original location], but it caters 
to people,” John Gross with Alamo Drafthouse Cinema’s 
creative department said. “We have great theaters.”

When deciding which films to play, there are many 
meetings involved, Gross said, adding that the creative 
department is aware of what would play well in the area. 

It also has a wide selection of beer, with 30 beers on 

draft and a newly updated menu.
“We recently just added a cheese plate to our appetizer 

menu to go well with our wine selections,” Gross said. 
While Alamo Lake Creek shows many first-run films, 

it stays true to its original intent by having special events, 
such as Tromatic Thursdays and “Baby Day” on Tuesdays. 

On Thursdays at 10 p.m., different Troma films are 
shown for free. Named for Troma Studios, these movies 
are known for “slapstick gore” films such as “The Toxic 
Avenger” and “Class of Nuke ’Em High.”

Baby Day is for parents with small children (6 years 
and under) to enjoy a movie without having to arrange 
childcare. The first showing of each film on Tuesdays is 
open to accommodate parents with children by allowing 
some lighting in the theater and keeping the sound down 
so that sleeping babies can remain undisturbed. Showings 
are not generally children’s movies, but regular selections 
meant for adults.

Because of the location, many moviegoers are from 
Cedar Park and there are fewer college students than the 
central locations, but specialty film showings, such as 
midnight movies, draw a diverse crowd.

Alamo Lake Creek can accommodate special events
• Large, theatre-style screens for presentations
• Roomy, theatre-style seating with the ability to 
accommodate most large parties
• Visual capabilities including free Internet 
connections, microphones, stereo sound, unique 
lighting and more
• Catering options created by Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema chefs
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Alamo - Lake Creek

Hymeadow

Lake Creek• Personalized service and attention 
• Watch almost any movie in a private theatre
• Beer or wine served with restaurant-quality food

To speak with a special events director, call 
(512) 219-7802 or email venue.lakecreek@
drafthouse.com

Membership required and open to anyone who lives or works in Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell or Hays county. 1APY—Annual Percentage Yield. If requirements met: 6.01% APY on balances up to $25,000, and 1.01% APY on the portion of balance over 
$25,000 and ATM fees refunded. If requirements not met: 0.25% APY on balance. Benefits earned with designated account activity. 210 transactions per cycle. Must maintain eStatements. Auto debit ACH also applies. 

Reward Yourself With

www.heritagechecking.com

Introducing Heritage Checking
A high interest free checking account with free ATMs nationwide—no 

receipts required. Reward yourself with VISA® Debit Card usage, free 

eStatements and direct deposit.2 Sign up for Heritage Checking today!
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Henna
Henna family’s legacy 
with children extends 
back almost as far as their 
relationship with cars.

Regional  Impact
a b r I D g e D  s t o r I e s  f r o m  o u r  o t h e r  p u b l I c a t I o n s ’ r e c e n t  I s s u e s

Celebration 
of Love
company that delivers 
food around Austin 
makes special deliver-
ies for christmas.

Collectible 
Caboose
cedar Park store’s 
collection of model 
train equipment 
suits all collectors.

Blanca’s
Mexican import 
company in Leander 
offers presents with 
south-of-the-border 
style.

Travis County’s payment estimates 
(includes design and engineering costs)

City of Austin - $550,000

Travis County 
$8.5 million

Village at 
Northtown, Ltd. 

$4.5 million

Sealy Heatherwilde L.P. - $1.3 million
New Wells Point Partners, Ltd. - $1.9 million

PARtNeRSHiP CHALLeNGe
To help offset the rising 
costs of building new roads, 
Travis County has formed 
partnerships. However, those 
partnerships also come with 
negotiation delays.  The 
agreement between the City 
of Austin, Travis County and 
three private developers 
determines the amount each 
entity will pay for phase one 
of the Wells Branch Parkway 
project. The road includes 
3,000 ft., which belong to 
Austin, and 10,000 ft., which 
is the county’s jurisdiction. 
The estimates will change 
once the project is bid in 
December.
Source: Travis County Public 
Works Director Steve Manilla

After six years of back and forth between the City of Aus-
tin, Travis County and private developers, part of a project 
to expand Wells Branch Parkway is expected to be up for 
bid in December, with construction following soon after, 
said Steve Manilla, Travis County public works director.

In 2001, money was approved in a Travis County bond 
election to build a portion of the project from Heather-
wilde Boulevard to Tudor House Road, along with a new 
segment of Heatherwilde Boulevard.  

“My biggest concern was people had voted on it, and it’s 
been on the books all those years,” said Gloria Wuthrich, a 
Pflugerville resident who donated part of her land for the 
project right-of-way. “They kept putting it on hold.”

The county Wells Branch Parkway project has three 
sections of roadway, including phase one (Wells Branch 
Parkway and Heatherwilde Boulevard), phase two (Wells 
Branch Parkway from Immanuel Road to Killingsworth 
Lane) and phase three (Killingsworth Lane to Cameron 
Road).

Phase one is expected to cost $13 million and is now 
funded approximately half by the county and half by pri-
vate developers.

Problems with negotiations between four government 
entities and private developers for money and design have 
caused the delay, according to the county.

“We’ve had three developers working with numerous 
other parties, particularly with the county and city,” said 
Phil Spertus, a developer with New Wells Point Partners, 
Ltd., which is helping fund phase one. “In general, they 
have been very good to work with, it has just been a com-

plicated process. The complication is why it took so long, 
but I don’t think any implication that the county or the city 
mishandled it would be accurate. They were working in 
good faith to move it forward.”

The 2001 bond approved $5.1 million for the project, but 
the county knew at the time it would not be enough and 
sought more funding through public-private partnerships 
and leftover funds from previously completed bond proj-
ects.

The average cost for road construction is approximate-
ly $1 million per lane mile. Each additional lane, mile or 
amenity including bike lanes, curbs, gutters or streetlights 
keep adding to the bill, Manilla said.Due to the rising costs 
of materials coupled with the price of gas, construction 
projects require more funding than before.
New funding methods

The increased need for funding has driven the commis-
sioners to begin new methods to help cover costs, includ-
ing public-private partnerships with developers and pri-
vate landowners.

“The reason we are looking at public-private partner-
ships is because Travis County…particularly in Pfluger-
ville, is growing so fast that the tax base can’t keep up with 
the demand for additional pavement,” said Travis County 
Precinct Two Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt. 

The public-private partnerships do have advantages, one 
of which is helping the county find ways of funding road 
projects when property tax revenue does not come fast 
enough, Eckhardt said. 

Once the county has decided to pursue a road project 

Wells Branch Parkway woes
By Beth Wade

and voters support it with a bond election, the road must 
be built, Manilla said. In the case of the 2005 election, the 
bond language contained a clause that said if the coun-
ty’s negotiations with private developers fell through the 
money would be reallocated to a different bond project. 

That is what has happened for phase three. Along with 
another delayed project, its financing went to a project on 
Braker Lane. The remaining $1.5 million was put into an 
unallocated project or contingency fund to be used in the 
future for other projects. 

No plans for funding are scheduled at this time, but 
Manilla is seeking assistance from the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. If that does not 
happen, phase three will require another bond election.

College gets artistic 
in Round Rock 
By chRisti covington

Round Rock is about to add another 
dimension to its opportunities for higher 
education.

Next spring, the nationally recognized 
Art Institute will open a school in the 
former Farmers Insurance building, now 
named Frontera Crossing, at Toll 45 and IH 
35, according to David Putman, executive 
vice president at Moore & Associates.

“It is pretty exciting,” Putman said. “It 
rounds out the higher education we have 
here.”

So far, three other higher education en-
tities have stamped their claim on Round 
Rock, including Texas State University, 
Austin Community College and Texas 
A&M University. 

While AI is not yet ready to discuss its 
plans in Central Texas, the Education Man-
agement Corporation Web site listed 10 
positions available for the Art Institute of 

Austin, including everything from an ac-
counting supervisor to a president. Putman 
said they plan to open by next April.

The school will be called the Art Insti-
tute of Austin because of its Austin postal 
address, although it actually lies in Round 
Rock city limits. By mid-November, a ban-
ner hung on the building facing IH 35 an-
nouncing the new tenant.

Putman said although Moore & Asso-
ciates own property at the Summit at La 
Frontera, they would like to begin acquir-
ing more property in the area.

Other Stories
www.impactnews.com

The Brushy Creek Regional Utility 
Authority is conducting an alternative site 
study for the location of a future deep-
water intake to service the water needs of 
member cities Cedar Park, Leander and 
Round Rock.

Instead of beginning construction on 
the deep-water intake in 2009 as originally 
planned, the BCRUA is taking more time 
to study and gain public input on seven 
potential intake sites. It now plans to begin 
construction in 2010 and begin operations 
in 2012.

All seven sites are in or near the Village 
of Volente. A group of Volente residents 
formed the Don’t Empty Lake Travis As-
sociation and hired attorney Jason Collins 
with Diamond McCarthy in Austin to 
fight the BCRUA’s plan.

“The residents of Volente are pleased 

by Kara Vaught

Regional utility authority reevaluating 
intake site options that they are evaluating other sites. How-

ever, they have no confidence that the 
BCRUA has decided not to target Volente. 
So the residents are still working to main-
tain an opposition to BCRUA’s activities. 
Round Rock and BCRUA are spending a 
lot of taxpayer money to fund their efforts 
without fully understanding what they can 
and cannot do in terms of forcing Volente 
to host their project.,” Collins said.

The BCRUA has scheduled three public 
meetings in Volente during which officials 
will update attendees on the progress of 
the site evaluation and answer questions. 
They will take place at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 17, 
March 20 and April 17 at the Volente Fire 
Department, 15406 FM 2769 in Volente.

After the last public meeting, a recom-
mendation for the site of the deep-water 
intake will be made to the BCRUA board. 
Lippe expects the site will be selected by 
May, but said the BCRUA might have ad-
ditional public meetings if it sees a need.
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Timberwood 
78729

Agent: 
Madeline Graham
(512) 417-4594

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$270,000

12709 Twisted Briar 

Residential Real Estate Report
Northwest Austin Area

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

-
3

16
16
28
18
11
1
-

Price range Number of homes for sale
78750

-
-

12
20
34
17
17
-
-

-
16
34
43
2
-
2
-
-

-
4

45
33
1
-
-
-
-

November monthly home sales

78750 

78759

78727

78729

16

18

8 

17

40

42

25

37

Average price
Sold ‘07

Average price
Sold ‘07 Sold’06 2007

$269,453

$339,965

$186,279 

$182,365

$352,580

$313,631

$180,988 

$185,935 

On The Market

Key Stats

78759 78729 78727

Sold ‘06

34

30

42

30

Days on market
2006

46

64

35

38

Scofield Farms 
78727

Agent: 
Helen Chiang
(512) 422-5902

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$209,500

13205 Calf Roping Trl 

Westover Hills
78759

Agent: 
Ritch haenke
(512) 633-3909

2 Br./2 Ba.         
$245,000

8800 Willowick

Jester/Canyon Ridge
78750

Agent: 
Teresa Gouldie
(512) 751-8000

4 Br./4 Ba.         
$459,900

7607 Fawnhollow

-$5,291 

78727

+$3,570

78729

Changes in average selling 
price over last year

+$83,127

78750

-$26,334

78759

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com) 

real estate report

Travis County’s payment estimates 
(includes design and engineering costs)

City of Austin - $550,000

Travis County 
$8.5 million

Village at 
Northtown, Ltd. 

$4.5 million

Sealy Heatherwilde L.P. - $1.3 million
New Wells Point Partners, Ltd. - $1.9 million

PARtNeRSHiP CHALLeNGe
To help offset the rising 
costs of building new roads, 
Travis County has formed 
partnerships. However, those 
partnerships also come with 
negotiation delays.  The 
agreement between the City 
of Austin, Travis County and 
three private developers 
determines the amount each 
entity will pay for phase one 
of the Wells Branch Parkway 
project. The road includes 
3,000 ft., which belong to 
Austin, and 10,000 ft., which 
is the county’s jurisdiction. 
The estimates will change 
once the project is bid in 
December.
Source: Travis County Public 
Works Director Steve Manilla
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Enjoy High 
Yields, Liquidity 

& Security

Introducing UFCU’s Money Market Premium Account.

- $25,000 minimum to open 
- Earn up to 4.25% APY* 

To learn more stop by your nearest UFCU branch or visit ufcu.org.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. $25,000 minimum deposit of new money
required. Not valid on transfers. Membership eligibility required.
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Annexation
continued FRoM |1

quest utility extension, and as they’re getting ready, we 
look at annexing them. The city limits really follow the 
developing properties. Sometimes unannexed holes form 
in the city because there’s not a lot of benefit in annexing 
something that’s not developing yet.”

Growth through annexation is necessary to a city’s vi-
ability. First, it protects the city’s tax base. When a city an-
nexes land area, new commercial or residential develop-
ment that moves into the area gives the city new sources of 
property and sales tax.

Secondly, annexation allows the city to grow in a way 
that is more efficient and with higher quality of life. When 
an area is annexed, the city can begin to apply the zon-
ing and development standards that ensure new areas are 
compatible with the rest of the city. Annexation also re-
quires the city provide utilities such as trash collection, 
wastewater and even libraries, so by annexing an area, it 
ensures that new parts of Austin will keep with the rest of 
the city’s quality.

Although annexation comes with the benefit of gain-
ing all of these services, it does not come without costs, 
particularly for water and wastewater. Fees newly annexed 
residents will pay to the city include a $55 tap connection 
inspection, a $180 water drop-in fee and a $75 plumbing 
fee. In addition, the areas will pay normal city taxes.
Municipal utility districts

Before annexation, unannexed areas still need utility 
service even if the city is not prepared to provide them, 
leading to the creation of Municipal Utility Districts.

The Anderson Mill MUD, one of two Northwest Austin 
MUDS set to be annexed in the next three years, compares 
itself to a school district in its role as a government entity 
with limited power. A MUD’s primary purpose is to pro-
vide water and wastewater services, and to that end they 
are able to levy taxes, charge for services and issue bonds. 

Besides its water system, the Anderson Mill MUD has 
also used its powers to increase quality of life in the dis-
trict. The MUD has entered into an agreement with the 
Williamson County Sheriff ’s Department allowing them 
to use former MUD office buildings as a substation so that 
the officers can have a base in north Austin rather than 
traveling from their headquarters in Georgetown. 

“One of the nice things about living in this MUD is that 
homeowners have access to everyone from the president 
of the board on down,” Anderson Mill MUD General 
Manager Michael Bamer said. “You don’t have to go to a 
city manager, you can just go directly to the president of 
your board and they are available 24/7. In fact, we have 
our board members’ phone numbers in our newsletter, 
and meetings are right here in our district.”

Before agreeing to annexation, the MUD formed a stra-
tegic partnership with the city to segway into annexation 
and set specific terms.

“Strategic partnership agreement is something a MUD 
and city enter into where they agree to certain terms, when 
it will be annexed and steps the city will go through before 

they do that. There is a transition for those customers to go 
from MUD to city utility users,” Collier said.

A feature that the MUD prides itself on is its parks and 
pool. In order to be able to maintain these facilities after 
annexation, the Anderson Mill MUD specified in their 
strategic partnership that they will join Austin as a Special 
Utility District, retaining its ability to levy small taxes.

“When it’s annexed, the MUD will be dissolved,” Collier 
said, “but it is still like a mini-MUD. They will still have a 
board of directors, but won’t provide utility service.”
Future of annexation

Besides areas that have requested annexation, the city 
identifies areas applicable for annexation by looking at its 
Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. The future of Austin’s north-
ern annexation lies in the ETJ.

The ETJ is the land in the five miles outside the city 
boundaries that is not part of another city, or part of an-
other city’s ETJ. Those people in the ETJ are subject to city 
approval on subdivisions and the city has some control 
over special districts forming, like MUDs. The city has no 
taxation power and no obligation to provide services to the 
area.

When it comes to annexation the city has two options: 
limited purpose and full purpose.

“Limited-purpose annexation allows the city to have 

HILLCREST
www.HillcrestAustin.org

Hillcrest Baptist Church
3838 Steck Avenue 
Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771M
op
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O Come Let Us 
Ado� Him

Sunday, December 16 at 6:00 p.m.

Join us for a celebration 
of Christmas through music

Christmas 
Festival of Music

Find & Follow Jesus Together

Christmas Eve Service
6:00 p.m. 

planning regulation, but doesn’t extend taxing jurisdic-
tion so it gives the city a little more control over the de-
velopment that will occur,” Collier said. “Like in Robinson 
Ranch, for example: The way we set it up, the whole prop-
erty comes into the limited-purpose control. As develop-
ment occurs and properties are moved from agricultural 
exemption and are developing, we will bring them into full 
purpose. It’s a baby step into full purpose.”

Full-purpose annexation gives the annexed area full 
rights as part of the city, including municipal services and 
voting privileges. It also allows the city to take full advan-
tage of the area as part of the city through taxation.

Limited-purpose annexation applies all city ordinances 
and regulations to the area, such as zoning, but does not 
require the city to provide services to the area or allow 
them to tax residents in the area. One part of the agree-
ment is that an area that is limited-purpose annexed may 
become full-purpose annexed after three years. Robinson 
Ranch was annexed in June 2004. 

The city has nearly exhausted its northern growth and is 
beginning to bump up against the city of Cedar Park, just 
on the other side of Toll 45 and RM 620. Collier says that 
as the northern area becomes tapped out for annexation, 
the city will likely look east for new growth.
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annexatIon DIctIonary

Full-Purpose Annexation
Requires the city to provide municipal services, and extends zoning 
and voting privileges. The city may also collect property and sales 
tax in annexed areas.

Limited-Purpose Annexation
A type of temporary annexation that keeps landowners from 
having to start paying property tax and keeps the city from having 
to start providing services. Limited purpose annexation may last for 
three years and allows the city some development control.

extra territorial Jurisdiction 
Land five miles outside of the city that is not a part of another city 
or in the ETJ of another city. This is land the city may annex.

Municipal Utility District
A government entity that provides water services to an area. A 
MUD can levy the collection of property tax, charge for services 
and issue bonds for water services and parks.

taxes before anD after annexatIon

1

2 3

other north austIn munIcIpal utIlIty DIstrIcts

1

2

3

After annexation some neighborhoods’ or MUDs’ taxes may change. 
For example, Austin’s 2007 property tax was 41 cents per every 
$100 valuation. Anderson Mill MUD’s was 46 cents. Below is a 
comparison by Austin of how the Anderson Mill area’s taxes could 
change after annexation.

Canyon Creek Municipal Utility 
Also known as the Northwest Austin Municipal Utility District 
#1, this MUD is managed by Real Manage, a firm that runs 
communities all over the nation. Recently this MUD has been in 
the news for challenging the Voting Rights Act after the MUD 
was fined for changing a voting location. 

taxes 
City of Austin
Austin Community College
Travis County ESD #4

Monthly Service Fees
Anti-litter/home chemical
Drainage Utility Fee
Transportation User Fee
Solid Waste/Recycling

Monthly Water & Wastewater
Water bill 8,500 gallons/month
Sewer bill 5,000 gallons/month

Miscellaneous
City Sales Tax on utilities
Franchise Fees

$             -
0.00

20.74

0.00
0.00
0.00

19.20

Before 

21.96
0.00

0.00
0.00

$    94.55
22.11

0.00

2.60
7.15
3.67

14.50

21.96
30.86

1.25
5.93

After

Rattan Creek 
Also known as North Austin Municipal Utility Disrict #1, this 
MUD is run by ECO Resources Inc., a company that operates 
and maintains utility systems, including 25 MUDs in Central 
Texas. This MUD also offers private tennis courts, playgrounds 
and athletic fields. 

Wells Branch
This MUD also uses ECO Resources for utility management. The 
MUD also offers parks, pools and a Community Center.

620



DECEMBER  200712 iMpaCt nEws.CoM iMpaCt nEws.CoM

{ {

It leaves every bad impression of diesel in its 0 to 60 in 6.6 seconds dust.
The E 320 BLUETEC. Up to 675 highway miles per tank.

Mercedes-Benz of Austin Winter Sales Event

BLUETEC technology incorporates a particulate filter and a DeNOx storage 
catalytic converter to help reduce harmful emissions such as nitrogen oxide.

If you think diesels are loud, slow and dirty, think again. The E 320 BLUETEC 
is the very latest in diesel technology. So powerful it can go from 0 to 60 mph in 
6.6 seconds, yet so fuel-efficient it can get up to 675 highway miles per tank.† 
Finally, a luxury diesel sedan that refuses to sacrifice power for effeciency. 
The E 320 BLUETEC. An alternative to alternative fuel.

The Mercedes-Benz
E 320 BLUETEC

The world’s cleanest diesel engine
20 to choose from

The Mercedes-Benz M-Class was named an Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety Top Safety Pick. It also earned a 5-star frontal crash 
safety rating. Two very high honors indeed. But to be honest, with features 
like emergency-sensing Brake Assist, standard 4MATIC 4-wheel drive 
and eight standard air bags with 10-way protection, we appreciated its 
safety all along.

* 1.9% financing on the ML350, ML320 and ML550 only. *The E 320 BLUETEC does not meet emissions requirements for California, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island or Vermont, and is not available in these states. 
**Stated rates of acceleration are based upon manufacturer’s track results and may vary depending on model, environmental and road surface conditions, driving style, elevation and vehicle load. †E 320 BLUETEC EPA estimate of 23 mpg city/32 mpg 

highway based on 21.1-gallon fuel tank capacity. Compare the estimated mpg to the estimated mpg of other vehicles. You may get different mileage depending on how fast you drive, weather conditions and trip length. Your actual highway mileage will be less.

THE 2008 M-CLASS
An Insurance Institute

for Highway Safety
Top Safety Pick.

for 24 mos. WAC
16 to choose from

Call us today to schedule a VIP appointment: 512-454-6821 6757 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX 78752

6757 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX 78752

www.mbofaustin.com

Less of an award, more of a confirmation.

THE 2008 ML 350 STARTS AT

$44,425
1.9%*

of Austin
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Unlike any other.
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Bull Creek
continued FRoM |1

A specific part of the creek the Foundation is trying to protect is 
the Riparian Zone, the area of vegetation between the water and 
the land. The Riparian Zone protects water quality by absorbing 
nitrates.

a beautiful spot.”
In 1992, JPI Development Inc. was trying to purchase 

the land for an apartment complex and had offered the 
family $2 million for the property. The Bull Creek Foun-
dation had been trying to protect the land since 1994 and 
went to the Stenis family, urging them to hold out. The land 
became one of the city’s first purchases from a 1998 bond 
package designed to preserve and expand the city’s water 
supply. It is also the only city-owned water quality protec-
tion land in north Austin. 

“Council member Robby Reynolds maneuvered emer-
gency annexation of the property. That raised the tax base, 
and the company let their option on the property go,” said 
Skip Cameron, president of the Bull Creek Foundation. 
“The Stenis family were longtime residents of the area and 
sort of said, ‘Now what?’ We said if you can be patient, 
we will work with the city and try to see if we can help 
them find money to pay you what the developer would pay 
you.”

When the city finally bought the property for $2.2 mil-
lion, the foundation worked with the city to create an over-

all land management plan, and in 2005 forged an agree-
ment with the city to build and maintain an educational 
trail there, at no cost to the city. The foundation has worked 
to reseed grasslands on the trail, restore native vegetation 
and encourage native species to return.

“One of the original people who was meeting with us 
was University of Texas San Antonio professor Jon Morris,” 
Cameron said. “He had a lot of knowledge of the watershed 
and the ecology, and he said one time that so many species 
have evolved here because they are protected in this ring 
of hills. The way the animals have evolved in this area is 
almost like the Galapagos of Texas, he said.”
the trail

Along the trail, the foundation created signs that not only 
tell about the ecology of the property, but about the Stenis 
family who has owned it for almost 50 years. One sign 
points to the Victory Garden where the family grew veg-
etables during WWII. Another talks about Camp Gramps, 
the family summer camp where the Stenis grandchildren 
came to play. Today, however, the city’s water protec-
tion rules prevent people from one of Rowena’s fa-
vorite activities at the creek: swimming.

Now that the trail is open, one of the founda-
tion’s goals is to keep Spicewood Springs Road 

The trail itself is important to the ecosystem here. When people 
or bikes cut across the grass fields, they create channels where 
rain water flows and erodes the land and kills native plants.

Tom and Rowena Stenis, and Rowena’s brother Llewellyn Smith 
celebrate at the opening of the trail Nov. 9. Rowena and Llewellyn 
played on the land when they were young. A sign at the head 
of the trail explains the history and the water quality protection 
measures, such as no dogs or swimming allowed.

east of Capital of Texas Hwy. looking and feeling rural. 
Cameron said they want it to stay like country in the city, 
with its winding, two-lane roads and low-water crossings. 
He said he hopes they can save the area from the clutter of 
buildings, like Jollyville Road and US 183.

“We got to talking about this piece of land that the trail 
is on and realized it’s just one of many things that needs 
to be protected out here,” Cameron said. “There’s going to 
be many others to protect out here in Northwest Austin, 
and we ought to have some activity that keeps an eye on 
things.”

In the process of making the trail, many people from the 
city told Cameron that efforts to restore the area wouldn’t 
do much to lure back native species like the endangered 
Golden-cheeked Warbler. Today, when Cameron walks the 
trail, his favorite part is about one-third of the way down 
the path, way up inside a big tree where one of the timid-
yellow birds has begun nesting.
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The Foundation will relocate native plants from other areas slated for development, and transport 
them into the trail or other protected land.

A water moccasin 
swims through 
the deepest part of 
the creek, hidden 
by vegetation. 
Swimming is not 
allowed in the 
portion of the creek 
along the trail.

N

All photos by Rachel Youens, except photo of Stenis/Smith family, courtesy of the Bull Creek Foundation.
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Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

Covert Ford
    SALE ENDS April 2nd

Shop online at covertauto.com
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Open Sundays 11am-5pm

Photos are for illustration purposes only.   *$5,000 off applies to MSRP $32,805, 2 to choose from.  **$8,000 off applies to MSRP $32,310, 4 to choose from.

$5,000 OFF
2007 Edge SELT

MSRP $8,000 OFF
2008 F150 SuperCrew XLT

MSRP
4.6, VF, 

Chrome Pkg!
Auto!

SAVE Thousands off every new 2008 Super Duty, 
2008 Fusion, 2008 Taurus and 2008 Taurus X!

*
**DVD!  

Leather! 

Remote Sensing!

  25 MPG!
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Short cuts & road namesTransportation  
Update

When there is a wreck or unexpected 
traffic, here are some shortcuts to take 
to get out of a bind:

4. To get to Parmer Lane from Highway 
183 going north without much traffic, exit 
Duval Road, continue on the access road 
to Riata Trace Parkway and take a right 
onto Riata Trace Parkway, then a right 
onto Riata Vista Circle. This will lead to 
Parmer Lane.

3.  Rush hour traffic can back up around 
North Capital of Texas Hwy. and US 183. 
To avoid that intersection altogether, from 
US 183, exit Great Hills Trail and make a 
right onto Great Hills Trail, which will take 
you to North Capital of Texas Highway 
behind the Arboretum.

2. To avoid the MoPac Toll to IH 35 from 
North MoPac, exit Scofield Ridge Parkway. 
Stay on the frontage road past Scofield 
Ridge Parkway and make a right onto 
Wells Branch, which goes straight to IH 35.

1. If there’s an accident at Metric and 
Parmer, it can stack up traffic at the 
crowded intersection. To bypass one of 
the lights on Parmer and get directly to 
Metric, take a left on Scofield, right on 
Shag Bark, left on running Bird and a right 
on Cedar Bend. Cedar Bend and Scofield 
Farms may be connected in the future, 
making this shortcut even easier.

Duval Rd.

Riata Vista 
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Cedar Bend

Scofield Ridge Pkwy.

Parmer Ln.

Wells Branch

Howard Ln.

MoPac

Austin roads have a reputation for being 
confusing to newcomers, possibly because 
many roads have multiple names and often 
change names unexpectedly. Some of these 
road names are from historical people and 
places so long ago they’ve slipped from 
memory. Here are some of our favorite multi-
name roads and the stories behind the name.

anDerson mIll roaD

Anderson Mill Road, not to be confused with 
Anderson Lane in central Austin, was named after 
Thomas Anderson who built a powder mill in 
the area in 1863 that was later converted into a 
cotton gin. 

mopac / loop 1
MoPac, also known as Loop 1, is named for the Missouri-Pacific Railroad, which runs 
alongside the road and whose right of way was donated to create MoPac.
It is important to know that Loop 1 does not actually loop around, but is the term 
used for a route that connects highways. 

loop 360/capItal of texas hIghway

Loop 360, or Capital of Texas Hwy., like Loop 1, does not make a complete loop, but is 
rather named loop because it connects highways; in this case Loop 1 and Highways 
290 / 71.

 
JollyvIlle roaD

Jolllyville Road is named after John Grey 
Jolly, a Civil War veteran who farmed, ran a 
store and raised his family in the area in the 
19th century.

bull creek / 2222 / koenIg lane / allanDale / northlanD 
According to the City of Austin Watershed Department, the name Bull Creek came 
from famed Texas Ranger Richard Lincoln Preece, who killed the last buffalo in Travis 
County along the banks of the creek. According to the City of Austin, Koenig Lane is 
named for north Austin Developer Adolph Koenig. The proper pronunciation is Kay-
Nig.

 
lamar boulevarD

North Lamar, formerly known as Hwy. 81, Dallas Highway and 
Georgetown Hwy., has held its current name since the 1970s. The 
street was named after Mirabeau B. Lamar, the third president of the 
Republic of Texas, inaugurated on Dec. 1, 1838.

 
fm 1325 / ur 1325 / burnet roaD

FM 1325, renamed UR 1325 (urban road) in 1995, is better known as Burnet 
(pronounced burn-it). Burnet Road got its name because the road once formed part 
of the highway between Austin and Burnet. Today the road joins Loop 1 just north of 
Braker Lane and before Loop 1 turns into a toll road.

M
et

ric
 

For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.
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113111 

4.9167x6.5 

4c

For a limited time, open a new Wells Fargo Checking Package and you’ll receive an 
adorable Wells Fargo Plush Pony absolutely free. And if you’re a current Wells Fargo 
Checking customer, simply refer a friend to open a new Wells Fargo Checking Package 
and you’ll both get a free Plush Pony. It makes a perfect gift, and it’s just one more way 
we’d like to thank you for your business during the holidays.

With a Wells Fargo Checking Package, you can choose products and services that will 
help you manage your finances during the holidays and throughout the year.

Open a new Wells Fargo Checking 
PackageSM and get a FREE Plush Pony.*

* To qualify for the free Plush Pony, a customer needs to open a new Wells Fargo Checking Package, which 
consists of a checking account plus three additional qualifying accounts or services. New checking accounts 
subject to qualification and require $100 minimum opening deposit. Ask a banker for additional details. 
Offer is valid from 11/05/2007 through 12/31/2007 or while supplies last, and cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Limit one Plush Pony per customer and per account. New customer will receive a Plush Pony at 
time of opening a new Wells Fargo Checking Package, and the Referring Customer will be contacted within 
30 days to make arrangements to receive a Plush Pony. Wells Fargo employees are ineligible for this offer. 
Customers must be at least 18 years old to accept the offer.

© 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

For more information or a referral form, ask your banker. You can also 
call 1-800-WFB-OPEN (1-800-932-6736) or visit wellsfargo.com

ll Ch ki k

113111 4.9167x6.5 4c   1 11/12/07   10:12:50 AM
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GatewayCommunity
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To MoPac

Developers refer to the area around the Arboretum and Gateway as 
the “Golden Triangle”, because it is a retail gold mine. No matter where 
your holiday shopping starts it’s bound to, at some point, end up in 
Gateway’s strip of high tech, furniture and clothing chains. Built in 
1993 by developer Mark Palmer of SMP Interests, the Gateway Shop-
ping Center cost over $10 million to build and brought several new re-
tailers to the Austin market, including CompUSA and Crate and Barrel. 

Gateway was one of Simon Property Group’s major entrances in the 
the Austin market when they partnered with SMP to operate the com-
plex in 2003. Like its neighbor, The Arboretum, Gateway will undergo 

changes with the addition of The Domain on the other side of MoPac. Whole Foods Market, one of Gateway’s 
anchor stores, announced in 2004 that it would move to Braker and MoPac and recently announced that the 
store would, ironically, be within Endeavor Real Estate’s new Domain. Whole Foods lease expires in 2010 and 
Endeavor Real Estate does not yet have any prospective tenants for the spot. 

If your holiday search for big screen TVs or couches leads to Gateway, here are a few locally-owned stores in the 
complex worth stopping by.

Marble Slab
From its humble beginnings in Houston in 1983, 
the Marble Slab Creamery now has 349 stores in the 
country. Julian Hang has operated his Marble Slab  
franchise for more than 5 years. He enjoys the foot 
traffic this time of year brings, and despite the cold 
weather, encourages people to give the gift of ice 
cream with a Marble Slab gift card.

Learning express
This family-owned business believes education and 
play can go hand-in-hand and sells toys that go along 
with that philosophy. Owners Joe and Mary Theriot 
have run the store in this location for 11 years and 
began eyeing the location back when it was a women’s 
golf store. The Theriots’ daughter, Tori Snow, frequently 
runs the store and hopes to one day take over the 
business. “We don’t carry your typical mass market 
toys. We’re called a specialty store for a reason,” Snow 
said. “We have a lot of things you won’t find anywhere 
else and vendors make things specifically for Learning 
Express.” 

inStep 
InStep moved from the Arboretum area to the Gateway 
shopping center four years ago. “We wanted better 
visibility, and Gateway is easy for customers to get in 
and out of. We have great neighbors. We love being 
next to RunTex and Whole Foods,” said owner Laura 
Moore, who has operated the store with her husband 
for 14 years. Although the store sells shoes, you’re 
unlikely to find any three-inch pumps here, as InStep 
focuses on the most comfortable shoes around, 
including Birkenstocks and Crocs. InStep also offers 
custom foot care services with prescription shoes. 
Moore said it’s cool to see people who came in with a 
limp walk out just fine.
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7. Fast Frame
8. Run-Tex
9. Edward Jones Investments
10. Whole Foods Market
11. REI

19. Pier 1 Kids
20. Best Buy
21. Ulta
22. David’s Bridal
23. Crate & Barrel
24. The Container Store

30. Star Furniture
31. Thomasville Furnishings
32. Factory Mattress USA
33. Comp USA

Gateway Courtyard
1. Sprint
2. Vacant
3. Steven L. Booth, D.D.S
4. Vacant
5. Avant Salon & Day Spa
6. Reed’s Jazz & Supper Club

Gateway Market
12. Relax the Back
13. Fast Frame
14. Today’s Vision
15. Samuels Diamonds
16. Linens-N-Things
17. Whole Foods
18. Old Navy

Gateway Square
25. Manny Hattan’s Deli
26. Oriental Rug Gallery
27. Aaron Bros.
28. Sushi Sake
29. Marie Callender’s

Sponsored by
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Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at 

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Round Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s o n c o l o g y . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.  

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Call 866-877-4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.

A better CHOICE in business phone service.  

From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Bundle and

SAVE!

© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.  Some restrictions may apply.

                 

Introducing Business Class Phone  
only from Time Warner Cable.

Introducing Business Class Phone 
only from Time Warner Cable.

A better CHOICE in business phone service.

From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Call 866-877-4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.
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SAVE!
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A better CHOICE in business phone service.  

From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Bundle and

SAVE!

© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.  Some restrictions may apply.

                 

Introducing Business Class Phone  
only from Time Warner Cable.

Bundle and
SAVE!

6411 N. Lamar Blvd. Austin, TX 
1180 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX

GIFTJOY!

Perfect for everyone on your holiday list.
Get a GTGift Visa  Gift card today!®

Give everyone on your list the gift of choice. The GTGift Visa Gift 
card is the perfect gift for everyone on your holiday list. You 

decide the amount, they decide where to use it. So they can 
choose the gift they really want.

Purchase a gift card at any GTFCU branch.
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 Home Appraisals
Summary: 
It allows the legislature to limit the maximum average annual 
percentage increase on appraised value of a homestead.

A home’s property value has a maximum increase of 10 •	
percent per year.
It clarifies current legislation to appraisal districts that •	
appraise every two or three years.
To qualify, homeowners must have a homestead •	
exemption.

In real lIfe:  Austin homes are appraised each year. As a result, 
residents will not be affected because current legislation 
already caps appraised value.

 Vehicle Tax Exemption
Summary:
It exempts from ad valorem taxation (property tax) one motor 
vehicle owned by an individual used in the course of the owner’s 
occupation and also used for personal activities.

The program started with this tax year.•	
It is limited to a single vehicle for each individual.•	
The amendment allows individuals who use their vehicles •	
to produce income while working and also use the vehicle 
for personal activities, such as shopping, traveling and 
day-to-day activities to exempt that vehicle from their 
taxes.

In real lIfe: A real estate agent who owns a vehicle used for 
both work and play could receive the tax exemption.

  
 Eminent Domain
Summary:
A governmental entity can sell real property acquired through 
eminent domain to the person who previously owned the 
property or their heirs, successor or assigns, at the price the entity 
paid for the property at the time it was acquired.

A government entity must sell property back if:
Public use is canceled before the 10th anniversary of •	
purchase,
No actual progress is made toward public use,•	
The property is unnecessary for the public use.•	

In real lIfe: The government acquires land for new roadway 
at a cost of $245,000. Plans for the roadway are canceled two 
years later, which means the government must return to the 
owner and offer to sell back the property for $245,000 and not 
at the current market price of $280,000. 

 Highway Improvements
Summary: 
This program authorizes the Texas Transportation Commission 
to issue $5 billion general obligation bonds for highway 
improvements. 

Money would pay for highway improvement projects, the •	
cost of issuing bonds and all or part of payment owed 
under credit agreements.

In real lIfe: The legislature did not pass enabling legislation 
for this amendment during the last regular session. The Texas 
Department of Transportation will wait until the next regular 
session in 2009 for the legislature to determine how the 
money will be used and for what types of road projects.

Sources: Secretary of States Office, www.sos.state.tx.us; Williamson and 
Travis County appraisal districts, www.traviscad.org/default.html, www.
wcad.org; Texas Department of Transportation, www.dot.state.tx.us; 
Pflugerville ISD, www.pflugervilleisd.net; Sen. Tommy Williams’ office, 
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/members/dist4/dist4.htm. 

RESULTS
Upcoming elections

austIn cIty councIl
election held: May 2008

austIn InDepenDent school DIstrIct
election held: May 2008

Boys and Girls K - 8th grade Girls K - 8th grade

11400 North Mopac Expressway
Austin, TX 78759

A Ministry of  Hyde Park Baptist Church

www.hpbc.org/rec

512-241-0233

Sign up now ! 
    Cost: $150 w/ shorts and turtleneck for Cheer 
    Cost includes uniform,  shorts, water bottle, �ags and much more!

Christian based league that encourages sportsmanship and team work.
    1 practice and 1 game a week
    Season starts January 7th 
    Register and pay online at www.hpbc.org/rec

     
Get Fit and Have Fun with Cardio Tennis 
  A 1 hour cardio class using the sport of tennis as the workout
For beginner or advanced level lessons or more information  on 
Cardio Tennis call Todd Carlson at 789-9658.  
 

Adult Sports Leagues- Now Accepting Company Teams!
  Sports Included are Volleyball, Softball, Basketball, Flag Football, & Tennis
  Sign up as a team or as an individual by calling Murray at 241-0233 or online
  at www.hpbc.org/rec .
 

Renting Space for Events at The Quarries
  The Quarries is an ideal venue to hold children’s birthday parties, wedding
  receptions or corporate retreats. Call for more information 241-0233.
 

Annual Fishing License for our stocked Quarry Lake - $25

There is something for everyone at

E QUARRIES

New Year Speicial 
on a 1- Year Membership
to our Fitness Center

Present this Coupon by Jan. 31st   
and receive 35% o� a year  
membership to the Fitness Center. 

No Processing Fee!
The regular monthly rate is $45 for individuals  
and $65 for family

SAVE

35%
SAVE

35%

Amenities include: 
  

 

      �tness equipment

Three city council positions will expire in June 2008. 
City council member serve three-year terms, with a 
limit of six years in office.
expiring terms include:

Place 3, Jennifer Kim
Kim has announced she will run.
Announced challenger: Randi Shade

AISD has not propsed a bond election since the 
passing of its 2004 package. The district has 
assembled a 21-member bond advisory committee, 
and will make its first presentation on the bond 
program Jan. 22 at the Delco Center.

travIs county prImary electIon
election held: February 2008
travIs county prImary runoff
election held: April 2008

Place 4, Betty Dunkerly
Dunkerly will not be campaigning due 
to term limit.
Announced challenger: Robin Cravey 
and Laura Morrison

Place 1, Lee Leffingwell
Leffingwell has announced he will run.
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A Congressman’s  day
8 a.m.   |   Bible study
u.S. Rep. John carter attends a Bible study in the office of dennis Hastert, 
former Speaker of the House in the capitol building. 

this is a standard weekly meeting on carter’s agenda. Community Impact 
Publisher John Garrett and i walked with the congressman from carter’s office 
in the cannon Building down the street to the capitol, which took about five 
minutes. 

6 p.m.   |  Fundraisers
A reception is held announcing a new fundraiser named the 
combat Soldiers Recovery Fund. carter is asked to speak at the 
occasion, hosted in an office downtown. Before the reception, 
carter sits in the foyer with his press secretary carmen terry for 
another call with a talk radio show with Pete olsen. 

4 p.m.   |  Unexpected visit
Five restaurant representatives, one from Round Rock 
and others from central texas, come for an unexpected 
visit to talk to carter about their concerns regarding the 

immigration issue. they make it clear that they oppose hiring 
illegal aliens, but also express a need for more staffing. carter 
says he understands their dilemma, but cautions that if the law 
is not obeyed, consequences must follow.

3 p.m.   |  T.V. time
once a month, carter records a 30-minute show “Judgment on congress” for cable 
channels that want to broadcast it. 

According to his press secretary, the only station currently airing the program is city of 
Round Rock’s channel 10, which has a federal government hour tuesday at 8 p.m. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchinson also has a show, which runs during that hour also.

carter invited another central texas representative Lamar Smith as his guest that day. 

during filming, both Republicans discussed the immigration issue from a conservative standpoint. As a member of the judiciary committee, 
Smith emphasized the importance of enforcing existing laws. 

9:06 a.m.   |  On the air 
With a cell phone, carter called the Lynn Woolley Show, a talk radio program in temple, texas while standing on the capitol steps. carter 
discussed immigration and its affect on the people of central texas. 

10 a.m.   |  Memorial vandalism
carter’s scheduler takes the congressman to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to 
view vandalism, which occurred Sept. 7. We walked about a quarter of a mile 
to reach the memorial located near the reflecting pond on the national Mall. 

carter’s staff was alerted to the desecration after reading a brief story he 
said was buried in the pages of the Washington Post. A light, oily, unidentified 
substance was spilled over portions of some of the names, causing concern 
that it might eat away at the names of the 58,256 who died during that era.  
As part of the Military Quality of Life subcommittee and as representative for 

the largest military base in the world at Fort Hood, carter said he felt the media ignored the situation.

the next day, carter planned a press conference to denounce the vandalism. He also presented a resolution to the house, which came to the 
floor oct. 23, nearly a month later.

11:30 a.m.   |  Casts a vote
carter is called to the floor of the House for a vote. Prior to voting, carter’s team briefs him on the issues up for a vote that day. 

A warning buzzer sounds in each congressman’s office indicating 15 minutes until voting time is up. Since we are in another building, we 
have to begin early to assure that carter will be there in time to vote. this walk takes us onto an elevator down to the basement, then 
through a tunnel from the cannon building to the capitol. We left carter because we were not allowed on the floor of the House and went 
upstairs to the gallery to view the voting procedure. We had to check our cameras, cell phones and recording devices before we could enter 
the gallery.

7 p.m.   | Day’s end
carter’s last event for the evening is the national Republican congressional committee’s salute to former Speaker dennis Hastert 
in the capitol Hill club. Various Republican congressmen recognize Hastert, who is retiring, for his contributions to the GoP 
during his 20 years as a congressman.
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Bio
Known as the “Judge,” u.S. Rep. John carter had 20 years of judicial experience when he was 
elected to represent the 31st congressional district of texas in 2002. He was re-elected in both 
2004 and 2006.

A native of Houston, carter received his undergraduate degree in history from texas tech 
university and completed law school at the university of texas. He met his wife erika in 
Holland, and together they have four children, including a son who coaches baseball at 
Round Rock High School.  He served as municipal judge of Round Rock and district judge of 
Williamson county.

As district judge he was the first Republican elected to a county-wide position in Williamson 
county. 

U.S. Rep. John CaRteR

Local Office: 
1717 n. iH 35, Ste. 303, Round Rock
426-1600
http://carter.house.gov

House committees and membership
House Republican Conference Secretary 

Appropriations Committee
Military Quality of Life and Veterans 

Affairs Subcommittee
Homeland Security Subcommittee
Foreign Operations Subcommittee

House Republican Steering Committee

U.S. Rep. John Carter speaks at the press conference 
to denounce the vandalism to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall, which occurred Sept. 7. 

Editor’s Note: Our purpose for this 
feature evolved as we followed these 
two energetic congressmen through 
their day. It became obvious that there 
was little downtime, whether they are 
in Washington voting on decisions that 
effect lives, both locally and nationally, 
or back home in Central Texas visiting 
and listening to the needs of their 
constituents. 

- Cathy Kincaid, Editor
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7 p.m.   |  Final votes
 After another dinner, this one more casual, with other Republican members, Mccaul returns to the capitol to cast his last votes for the day. 

Bio

Bastrop

Jollyville
Travis Lee

Burleson

Washington
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Austin Waller
Harris

Austin

77

90

Congressional District 10 county line
congressional district

8 a.m.   |  Breakfast
u.S. Rep. Michael Mccaul attends breakfast with members on the Homeland Security 
committee.

9 a.m.   |  Anti-terrorism caucus meeting  
Mccaul organized the bipartisan meeting with guest speaker and Austinite Lawrence Wright, 
Pulitzer Prize winner for his history of Al-Qaeda, “the Looming tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road 
to 9/11.”  
With his book as the basis, Wright opened his one-man play “My trip to Al-Qaeda” at the LBJ 
Library in Austin.  He also performed one week in Washington d.c. Mccaul’s staff arranged 
for him to speak with congressional members to share his experiences in the Middle east. the 
meeting was closed to the general public to allow members to ask questions freely. it was a 
bipartisan group of around 20-30 attendees. 

10 a.m.   |   Childhood cancer press rally at the Cannon building terrace
Mccaul appears with congresswoman deborah Pryce of ohio in support of the conquer childhood cancer Act of 2006. the legislation would 
give $107 million in funding. it is currently co-sponsored by more than 70 congressional members.  Supporting cancer research is one of 
Mccaul’s priorities. He had a friend who died of childhood Leukemia in the fourth grade. His father also died of cancer. Mccaul recently 
spoke about the need for more research and development of cancer treatment to the World Health organization at the request of the united 
nations.

11 a.m.   |  Vietnam Wall conference
Returning outside to the same spot, with the capitol dome in the background, Mccaul speaks at a press conference held by u.S. Rep. John 
carter’s office, which called attention to vandalism at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. the congressional members and veterans 
demanded the justice department make every effort to find the vandals. A veteran’s group offered a $5,000 award.

11:15 a.m.  |   Office wait
Mccaul returns to his office, waiting for a warning buzzer that announces the voting time to sound. 

When it sounds, he has 15 minutes to reach the capitol and give his vote. When Mccaul first came to Washington d.c. as an elected official, 
he said he would leave as soon as the bell rang, nervous that he would not make it in time. However, after awhile, he noticed his senior 
colleagues arrived nearly at the end of their allotted time. the 15 minutes often stretched to closer to 20 minutes. now Mccaul works a little 
longer in his office before going to vote.

11:40 a.m.    |  In the Capitol
We travel through a maze of corridors underground between the cannon building and the capitol. Before entering the gallery to watch the 
voting, everyone, including Mccaul’s staff, had to check-in their cameras, cell phones and recording devices. 

the only cameras in the room belong to c-Span, which are mounted just below the balcony. Mccaul’s press secretary said it is to protect 
congress members from the concern that their words and opinions would be taken out of context. 

1:15 p.m.   | Committee briefing
Mandy Bowers, a senior staff member for Homeland Security, arrives to give a briefing on Project 28, a pilot project that builds 28 miles of 
wall along the Mexico-u.S. border. 
Project 28 has $8 billion in funding and starts initially in Arizona. it is later expected to expand to texas, however the pilot program has not 
gone as well as hoped. it began in April and the border patrol was supposed to take control of the system June 13, but they refused until it 
was more functional. When additional tests in July failed, the developers changed management.

1:45 p.m.   |  Cyber warfare  
Kevin Gronberg, a staff member for Homeland Security committee, briefs Mccaul on 
preparation of a new program designed to combat cyber warfare. the effort will be 
announced to the public and the media at the beginning of november. the concern is foreign 
countries could potentially shut down major infrastructure through computer hacking.

3 p.m.   |  Drop-by visit from Samsung  
A lobbyist from Samsung introduces himself and discusses White Space, which is the extra 
and unused channels that give only grainy black and white images on  the t.V. technology 
is available to create devices that would stream internet through those unused channels, 
but some companies have expressed concern about potential problems with interference. 
if the channeling device is too close to someone else’s t.V. it could cause problems. the 
lobbyist told Mccaul that Samsung supports using the White Space channels, but wants any 
channeling devices in a fixed location to prevent interference.  

4 p.m.   |  The president
Mccaul gets an allergy shot before going to the White House for a special dinner with the president. the congressman is invited to the White 
House about four times a year with a few other members.

10:30 a.m.   |  Security check
We returned to his office for a few minutes break before the next press conference. 

When entering the cannon building, we are not checked by security as Mccaul’s guests. He must be wearing his congressional pin on his 
lapel as he escorts his companions inside. this is a privilege exclusively allowed to members of congress.

u.S.  Rep. Michael Mccaul is serving his second term, which ends next year, representing the 
10th district of texas in the united States congress. He plans to run for re-election.

Born in 1962, Mccaul is originally from dallas, where he attended a Jesuit preparatory college. 
He went to San Antonio and graduated with a bachelor’s in business and history from trinity 
university. Mccaul also received his Juris doctor from St. Mary’s university School of Law and 
completed the Senior executive Fellows Program of the School of Government at Harvard 
university. He eventually served as texas deputy Attorney General and as a federal prosecutor 
for the department of Justice.

He is married to Linda Mays Mccaul. together the Mccauls have five children.

U.S. Rep. Michael MccaUl

House committees 
Committee on Homeland Security
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Committee on Science and Technology
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
House Republican Policy Committee

During the last week of September, three of the Community Impact Newspaper staff, including publisher John Garrett, editor Cathy Kincaid and assistant editor Christi Covington, traveled 
to Washington D.C. to meet with local congressmen. The goal was to follow their normal schedule and report on efforts to meet local needs on a national level. 

Local Office: 
5929 Balcones drive, Ste. 305, Austin
473-2357
www.house.gov/mccaul/

Reporter’s Note: The day we spent 
with the Congressman was marked by 
two primary activities: walking and 
talking. We went back and forth from 
the Capitol and other surrounding 
buildings.  Between meetings, 
McCaul’s staff briefed him on the bills 
up for vote throughout the day. While 
interesting and informative, the day 
was anything but glamorous.

-Christi Covington, Assistant Editor

290

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul speaks 
at a press confernece in support of 
the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act 
of 2006.
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Immigration and homeland security

When U.S. representatives 
John Carter and Michael McCaul 
talk to their constituents, they 
find people repeatedly bring up 
the same topic—immigration. 

“It is the No. 1 issue, may-
be even more important than 
homeland security [to citizens],” 
McCaul said.  “It’s the top one or 
two. I have never seen more peo-
ple angry in politics. We have the 
problem of illegal labor and the 
Other Than Mexicans who come 
here.”

Immigration concerns encom-
pass everything from national 
security to economics to health-
care, Carter said. 

“Most people agree we have 
a need for workers in the coun-
try,” said the former Williamson 
County district judge. “I think 
people should be legal in the 
country – invited in, they follow 
the rules and then let them in. 
We have got 12 million who do 
not follow the rules. We have to 
figure out what we are going to 

do with them, and I am not one to 
give any slack.”

This year, Carter has authored 
two bills and recently introduced 
them to congressional committees 
where they must be approved 
before reaching the floor of the 
House of Representatives. 

One requires identification 
cards with biometric identifiers 
for anyone residing in the U.S. and 
the other increases legal enforce-
ment against illegal immigrants. 

A third bill that is yet to be 
introduced is a worker program 
that requires illegal immigrants 
to accept a criminal charge on 
their record, but allows them to 
stay and work without a path to 
citizenship.

Andrew Martinez, president of 
the Austin Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, sees the need for a 
worker’s program. He said that as 
the Austin area continues to grow, 
the economy requires the services 
provided by Mexican immigrants, 
largely in construction labor.  

By chRisti covington

H.R. 3851
Increases the number of full-time border patrol agents and requires a plan for •	
recruitment and retention from the Secretary of Homeland Security
Affirms state and local law enforcement are authorized and directed to enforce •	
immigration law for illegal aliens who have been ordered removed
Requires Immigration and Customs Enforcement to post all warrants for illegal alien •	
offenders on the National Crime Information Center database
Increases the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program funding authorization to help •	
state and local law enforcement comply 
Doubles the criminal penalties for illegal aliens in possession of a firearm and/or a •	
controlled substance

Carter sponsored this bill
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Oct. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

H.R. 4073 
Requires the Commissioner of Social Security to create a new Social Security card for •	
citizens using biometric identifiers and tamper-proof safeguards
Requires illegal aliens to obtain a similar identification card, including criminal •	
penalties for non-compliance
Excludes illegal aliens from receiving Social Security benefits for work completed •	
while residing illegally within the United States

Carter sponsored this bill
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Nov. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

Future legislation by Carter
A bill will implement a probationary non-citizen worker program that requires illegal 
immigrants to admit they came to the U.S. illegally, accept a criminal charge on their 
record, but will allow them to stay and work within an accountable and effective 
employment system that does not offer a path to citizenship.

Editor’s Note: When both congressmen mentioned the immigration issue was a top concern for Central Texans, we 
knew we needed to address the subject in a snapshot feature. This page barely touches on all the problems and needs. 
Our purpose was to present a bit of each of your representative’s view along with some thoughts of local constituents. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul discusses immigration issues with Homeland Security 
Committee staffer Mandy Bowers.

“Lets get them out of the shad-
ows,” he said. “Lets legitimize and 
get them to work here.”

Immigration issues concern 
even more than service industry 
jobs, Carter said. Of the top U.S. 
engineering programs, fewer and 
fewer students that graduate with 
a doctorate are American citizens, 
according to his office. That situ-
ation makes it more challenging 
for high tech employers, such as 
Samsung and Dell Inc., to employ 
American citizens.

 According to current law, Mar-
tinez agrees it is very difficult to 
gain worker status. 

“Immigration laws needs to 
be reformed,” Martinez said. “It 
is not implementable. It needs to 
be more realistic to the needs we 
have. Many people want to work 
here and not be citizens.”

A green card gives official im-
migration status in the absence of 
citizenship. The application must 
be approved by the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services. 
First, the appropriate form must 
be filed with a sponsor who al-
ready has citizenship status. 
Sponsors are usually an employer 
or relative because the immigrant 
must have an American advocate 
to enter the country. 

The wait period to get into 
the U.S. depends on the method 
of entrance. A brother trying 
to move from Mexico with the 
help of his American sister has 
a wait of around 12 to 15 years, 
according to the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, which 
is under the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

immigration legislation

Combating cyber warfare 
Other efforts for homeland security

u.S. Rep. Michael Mccaul has attracted attention to what he considers another major front for 
homeland security—some foreign countries have the ability to potentially shut down major 
infrastructure in the u.S. through computer hacking.
“there have been multiple intrusions from foreign powers,” Mccaul said. “if files were taken from 
the Pentagon, then it would be very concerning. it is because they are virtual that we do not notice 
as much.”
Mccaul regularly receives briefings from the staff of the congressional Homeland Security 
committee concerning the issue. 
“through cyber [attacks] they could do physical damage in the physical world,” said Kevin 
Gronberg, a Homeland Security staffer, in September. “if we are not secure, we are vulnerable to 
espionage or a physical attack.”
in response, Mccaul, with The Center for Strategic and International Studies and 
congressmen Jim Langevin (D-Rhode Island), announced oct. 30 a bipartisan commission on 
cyber Security for the 44th Presidency – the administration that will take office in January 2009.  
this commission will develop recommendations for a comprehensive strategy for organizing and 
prioritizing efforts to secure America’s computer networks and critical infrastructure.  
Austinite and retired navy Admiral Bobby inman, who is also the Lyndon B. Johnson national 
Policy chair at the university of texas, will co-chair the commission of 31 members. Work will be 
completed by december 2008. 
 

“Homeland security equals border security. There are 
a half a million people a day crossing the borders ille-
gally and we don’t know who they are, what they are 
carrying or what they are bringing in.

We need to enforce our laws, that would be immigra-
tion reform alone if we enforced our laws. We need to 
hire the work patrol, build an electronic barrier fence 
in high traffic areas such as in San Diego. We can’t put 
it everywhere, but we need to stop those coming across 
who are not legal.

One law that was passed in 1996 that is not enforced 
is an entry/exit system. How do we know who is leaving 
the country if we don’t have an exit system? How do we 
have a visa worker program if we don’t have a entry/exit 
system to know who is coming in or going out? If we 
want to send individuals back to their country, how do 
we know they are staying home and not coming back 
across if we don’t have some kind of a system?  So Con-
gress and the administration need to get serious and 
implement laws already on the books.”

Editor’s note: During the taping of Carter’s weekly broadcast 
in which Lamar Smith was the guest, Smith and Carter spoke 
about the immigration issue. This is an excerpt of Smith’s 
comments.Congressional District 21 county line
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Austin

As a senior Member of the 
texas congressional delegation, 
congressman Lamar Smith 
has represented residents of 
the 21st congressional district 
since 1987. congressman Smith 
has been named one of the 
100 most influential people in 
Washington by the national 
Journal. in this congress, Lamar 
Smith was selected to lead House 
Republicans on the Judiciary 
committee. As the Ranking 
Republican Member, he serves as 

a spokesman for the party and shapes committee policy. congressman 
Smith also was selected to serve on both the Homeland Security 
committee, which considers legislation involving the war on terror, and 
the Science and technology committee. in 2004, Representative Smith 
was elected to the House Republican Steering committee to represent 
Republican Members of congress from texas. A fifth-generation texan, 
congressman Smith graduated from Yale university and Southern 
Methodist university School of Law. Before his election to congress, 
he practiced law, managed a family ranch and served as a state 
representative and county commissioner. He and his wife, Beth, have an 
adult daughter and son.  the 21st congressional district includes portions 
of Bexar and travis counties and all of comal, Real, Kerr, Bandera, Kendall 
and Blanco counties. More than 650,000 people live in the district.

Bio Congressman Lamar smith

Austin District Office 
3536 Bee cave Road, Suite 212 
Austin, tX 78746 
ph: 512-306-0439 
fax: 512-306-0427
http://lamarsmith.house.gov/
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Historical  
Impact

For three decades it has been tradition for Santa Claus 
to arrive in Northwest Austin on a Jollyville Volunteer 
Fire Department truck. He rides through the neigh-
borhoods with the horn blowing, and throws candy to 
children.

In the summer of 1975, after a fire destroyed a home 
in Forest North subdivision, a group of residents from 
Forest North and Anderson Mill got together and formed 
the Jollyville Company of the Round Rock Volunteer Fire 
Department. The initial purpose was to provide fire sup-
pression service to the fast-growing area of southwestern 
Williamson County, but it was soon evident that other 
services were needed. Thus, the tradition of the “Santa 
Run” was started.

Today, the Jollyville Company provides fire protec-
tion and rescue services to more than 35,000 people in 
a 12-square-mile area with two fire stations, eight pieces 
of state-of-the-art equipment, 40 volunteers and 21 paid 
firefighters. Santa Claus still depends on the JFD for a ride 
through the neighborhoods.

The 2007 Santa Runs will be Dec. 15 & 16. They have 
two decorated trucks with a Santa on each. On the first 
weekend they will do the Anderson Mill area and the east 
side of US 183 the next weekend.

Santa and his helpers throw a lot of Halloween candy 
to the children waiting on the street, because Walgreens, 
HEB, and other stores give them the left over Halloween 
candy.

by karen ThoMpson

Santa arrives on a fire truck

 120 physicians, 24 medical specialties and 6 convenient locations
 Same day appointments in most specialties
 Expanded evening and weekend hours at our Urgent Care Clinic  
 Same-day and walk-in appointments at our EasyCare Clinics
 An electronic medical record for accuracy and efficiency
 Secure online appointment requests
 Medicare, Tricare and most health insurance plans accepted
 Dedicated imaging and outpatient surgery centers  

People depicted are not actual ADC patients.

Call 512/901-1111 or visit us at 
adclinic.com for more information.

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 
12221 MoPac Expressway North
512/901-1111   adclinic.com

Busy Family, Busy Office, Busy Life
We know your time is valuable.  At The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
we want to make your next doctor's appointment convenient.  

So relax, we've got you covered - 
                                     days, nights and weekends.

Photographs courtesy 
Jollyville Fire Department.

Through the years, some of the neighborhoods 
for the “Santa Runs” have been:
 
Anderson Mill
Balcones Village
Forest North
Jolly Oaks
Indian Oaks

Millwood
Barrington Oaks
Jollyville
Pond Springs
Hunter’s Chase
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Neighborhood
         Dining

freDa’s

by Tiffany young

Elegant, casual dining for any occasion

Named for its owner, Freda’s Seafood Grille near 
Lakeline Mall offers a relaxing, sophisticated atmosphere 
to enjoy American-Cajun cuisine with a date, Sunday 
brunch with family or happy hour with friends. 

Owner Freda Cheng, a charming, friendly woman who 
owned a restaurant in Georgetown for 19 years in the 
same place Romeo’s now resides, opened the restaurant 
five years ago and does not plan on opening another 
restaurant soon because she wants to ensure customers 
experience quality service and food each visit. 

Lunch and dinner menus include a variety of seafood, 
steak and chicken entrées.

For lunch, we started with an order of Cajun Fried 
Pickles ($6.95) and Crab Finger Dip ($7.95). The pickles, 
lightly battered and cut into long strips and arranged 
around a small bowl of ranch dressing, and crab finger 
dip, a mixture of crab claws in a scrumptious sauce served 
with toast, were the right precursor to a filling seafood 
meal. 

Entrées came with a side garden salad. The delicious 
raspberry vinaigrette included fruit and had just the right 
touch of tang to accompany its sweetness.

When our main dishes arrived, the table admired the 
presentation of the meals: Basil Pasta ($7.50), Bourbon 
Pasta with Shrimp ($9.95), and Grilled Tuna and Scallops 

($12.95). Expect to pay a bit more for dinner, with entrée 
prices starting at $13.

The Bourbon Pasta with shrimp was covered in a deli-
cate white sauce with diced fresh tomatoes and Parmesan 
cheese. In addition to the seasoned shrimp, bits of sausage 
were added, giving extra flavor to an already flavorful 
dish. 

The Grilled Tuna and Scallop’s presentation rivaled 
chefs on the Food Network Channel.

Though thoroughly satisfied, we agreed to try the White 
and Dark Chocolate Mousse and Bread Pudding. Dessert 
proved to be as appealing to the palate as the rest of the 
meal. 

Not only was the food delicious, but our waitress kept 
our tea glasses full and brought our food promptly.

In close proximity to Dell, Motorola and Freescale, 
Freda’s also caters, has a private party room that holds up 
to 50 people and has specials, such as half-priced appe-
tizers during happy hour from 4 - 7 p.m. daily. Specialty 
drinks, such as the Mango Cosmo, and a wine, scotch and 
cognac list makes Freda’s a great place to meet for drinks. 
Hang out inside or on the roomy patio and enjoy live 
music Thursday through Saturday nights.

Good food and hospitality: a rare treat.

•	oysters	on	the	half	shell
•	peel-and-eat	shrimp
•	snowcrab
•	prime	rib
•	salmon
•	coconut	shrimp

S u n D Ay  C h A M PA g n e  B R u n C h , 1 0  A . M . –  2  P. M .
A L L  yo u  C A n  e At  f o R  $ 1 9 . 9 5  i n C Lu D e S : 

Includes iced tea, soda and one complimentary champagne or mimosa.

•	pork	tenderloin
•	chef-made	omelets
•	sausage	and	bacon
•	French	toast
•	hash	browns
•	pecan	crusted	tilapia

•	fried	catfish
•	bourbon	pasta	with	crawfish
•	chicken
•	seafood	gumbo
•	assorted	fruit
•	tossed	salad
•	assorted	desserts

Freda, the restaurant’s namesake, shows off the restaurant’s bar.

freda’s Seafood grille
10903 Pecan Park Blvd. • 506-8709

www.fredaseafoodgrille.com
Hours:  Sunday 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Monday – Thursday 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Friday – Saturday 11 a.m. – 11 p.m.

Pecan Parkway

183620

Freda’s
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by Mark Collins 

non-profIt - the lInus proJec t

Blanket-hugging character inspires volunteer workCloser Look
                Non-Profit

Volunteers with Project Linus sew a blanket.

Even though Linus spent most of his time with Charlie 
Brown and Lucy, his best friend was most definitely his 
blanket. The blanketeers of non-profit organization Proj-
ect Linus hope to emulate that feeling by sewing, knitting 
and crocheting blankets for children newborn to 18 years 
all over Williamson and Travis Counties.

“We believe that the person making this blanket is 
somehow putting their love into the blanket, so when 
the child wraps themselves up or hugs the blanket, they 
feel the love put into it,” local charter coordinator Diane 
Whitehouse said.

The national organization was started in 1995 by a 
Colorado woman who read an article about the comforts 
a little girl felt from her blanket while going through 
intense chemotherapy. Touched by the story, the woman 
started donating blankets to the Rocky Mountain Chil-
dren’s Cancer Center, and Project Linus was born.

The organization has grown to include more than 400 
chapters across the United States and has donated more 
than 2.2 million blankets to children in need.

Whitehouse started the local chapter in 2003 when she 
entered Austin Sewing for some thread and saw a promo-
tion for Project Linus.

“I couldn’t believe there wasn’t a chapter in Austin, 
so I started with a phone call and getting some friends 
together who liked to do crafts,” Whitehouse said. 

Four years later, the Austin chapter of Project Linus has 
donated 2,800 blankets to local organizations. The organi-
zation also donates to children who have lost a parent or 
are going through a divorce.

The only problem with helping so many children is that 
now the demand for blankets is higher than ever.

“I only need someone that is willing, has a big heart and 
loves children,” Whitestone said. “It is open to everyone. 
We have grandmothers, we have mothers and we have 
kids, all working towards the same goal. Even if you can’t 
sew, you can do the packaging, the labeling.”

Many people have contributed to Project Linus, in-
cluding Girl Scouts and senior citizens. Whitestone also 
accepts donations and uses the funds to purchase supplies 
and materials to create more blankets.

“Some give 20 blankets, and some give one, and that’s 
fine,” Whitestone said. “That single blanket is one more 
child that we can touch.”

Project Linus
930-4792

www.orgsites.com/tx/austinlinus/

•	American	Red	Cross
•	Cedar	Park	victims	services
•	Georgetown	hospital
•	Local	police	departments

•	Round	Rock	Counseling	
•	Sickle	Cell	Association
•	Williamson	County	Advocacy	
  Center

o R g A n i z At i o n S  t h At  R e C e i v e  B L A n k e t S  f R o M 
P R o j e C t  L i n u S  i n C Lu D e :

The ARC Advantage

For more information visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or call ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

ARC Locations
Northwest Austin

For Appointments Call:
ARC Anderson Mill: 250-5571

ARC Northwest Hills: 349-2588

ARC Seton Northwest: 338-8181

ARC Quarry Lake: 338-8388

ARC Far West: 346-6611

Accessible -- Reliable --  Convenient
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Mike Krusee, texas State Representative 

education:  attended Georgetown University 
family:  Married with five children
Contact:   www.mikekrusee.com

Q. What do you hope your legacy is in the legislature?
A. I tried to engage people in a fair and constructive 
manner. When I first got in to the legislature, I had 
models for my behavior, Paul Sadler was one of 
them. He always conducted himself in a fair way with 
everyone. I try to do the same thing and work with my 
colleagues to achieve calm, and that lacked in the last 
session. It doesn’t bother me when colleagues policy 
differs with mine, it’s no fun to just work with people 
who agree with you.

Q. Why is it important for area government to think 
regionally?

A. In the 90s all the political groups in the area fought 
and competed, and everyone suffered. The goals of 
these cities and counties efforts were to stop other 
people’s efforts. Leaders were jealous and there was a 
tit for tat mentality, ‘you kept us from having a baseball 
team, so we’re going to keep you from having water.’ 
There was such distrust and nothing got done. Things 
have changed a lot since then, cities refer leads to one 
another. Who cares where Samsung goes, it will create 
such wealth all around that it doesn’t matter. There’s 
strong competition to land a company like that, it takes 
all of us together. When I landed a position of power 
as the lieutenant to the speaker of the house, I went 
to the City of Austin and said, I know you might be 
worried because a Williamson County representative is 
in power, but I want Austin to succeed and we will end 
Austin bashing, we will find common ground in issues.

Q. How did you become interested in transportation?

A. I always thought transportation was a really boring, 
unsexy issue. It just seemed like, How complicated is it? 
You have the gas tax out there and you collect it and 
then you redistribute the money to build roads—it just 
didn’t seem like there was a whole lot of room there for 
innovation and reform and so I spent most of my time 
during the ’90s on education issues, working with Gov. 
Bush. But then one day in the late ’90s, Dell Computer 
announced their next expansion was going to be in 
Nashville instead of Austin. When we asked them why, 
they said because our road infrastructure was inferior. 
And they had just-in-time delivery and nothing in 
Austin is just in time on our roads. And so that was the 

Before he sits down to talk, State Rep. Mike Krusee sets his iphone, which he bought 
on the first day they were available, down on the table. Krusee has never been afraid 
of new technology and innovation, whether it is in the form of a cell phone or a 

MetroRail system. Krusee has represented the Williamson County area since 1993, and in 
November, announced that he would not be running for re-election when his term expires 
in January 2009.

day I kind of woke up. We potentially lost 10,000 jobs 
on that day. And that’s the day I discovered that while 
education is really important, transportation is too. I 
started looking into the issue and discovered there was 
a lot of room for innovation and reform, and not only 
was there room for it, but almost a desperate need for 
it. So I looked into it—what are we going to do? How 
are we going to prevent this from happening again? I 
knew they were supposed to be building 130 so I asked 
how we are doing on that. The answer was—TxDOT 
said ‘Well we’re studying that, we’re spending money.’  I 
tried to nail down the timeline for when 130 was going 
to be built and the answer was never. That was the 
truth that no one would speak: It was never going to 
be built. That’s when we started looking at new ways to 
fund it. The struggle to finance that road led us to even 
different ways of financing roads beyond the way we 
did 130. 

Q. What do you like to read?

A. I read a lot of history—well … right now I’m 
reading Genghis Khan—I get a lot of my ideas by 
reading history. An awful lot. The Trans-Texas Corridor 
came to me by reading a book by [Stephen Ambrose]. 
Nothing Like It in the World was about the building of 
the Trans-Continental Railroad. That was my summer 
reading project one year. What was fascinating about 
it to me was how they financed it. And they financed it 
basically through bonds, based on the future revenue 
they were going to get and through land values that 
were going to appreciate in the future. That thing was 
built during the Civil War, when we had no money. 
That’s amazing, they built it in the 1860s. There were 
tens of thousands of people working on this thing 
and billions of dollars—so that’s how I got the idea of 
building the Trans-Texas Corridor and how to finance 
it. The Trans-Continental Railroad was the biggest 
engineering project the world had ever seen and had 
a big impact on the world economy and the way the 
world developed then. Think, if we hadn’t been able to 
develop California. It’s the fourth largest economy in 
the world, without the railroad, there is no California. 
Now I’m reading Genghis Khan, and what it is really 
all about is free trade. That’s what we’re doing with 
the Trans-Texas Corridor and the freight line, we’re 
establishing trade routes, this is what this is all about. 

Career Highlights
Elected to the House of Representatives, District 52 in 1993

Chair of the House Transportation Committee (present)

Member of the House Judiciary Committee (present)

Member of the Executive Council of the Capital Area  
Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO)

Board member of the Congress for New Urbanism (CNU) in 
2005

Helped lay the foundation for bringing a branch of Texas State 
University to Round Rock in 2003

Helped create framework for the Trans-Texas Corridor cross-
state tollways in 2003

Sponsored legislation that gave new powers and money to 
local toll agencies and allowed 
existing highways to 
have toll roads added 
in 2003
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