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Behind the gates of J.J. 
Pickle Research Campus
By Rachel youens

continued on |14

If you’ve seen an episode of the cable TV show Myth 
Busters, you can just about picture what the inside of 
the J.J. Pickle Research campus looks like. Stacks of con-
crete slabs bake in the sun to test the strength of ag-
gregate. Next door, scientists pour water fed from the 
campus water tower into chutes to test asphalt damage. 
The University of Texas main campus downtown may 

be where most of the university’s students are, but the 
real atom-splitting, bridge-exploding action is hap-
pening in Northwest Austin.

Although the campus is surrounded by a razor wire-
topped chain link fence with a security guard posted 
at the entry, associate dean for research Randall Char-
boneau says the fence is more to keep out strangers than 
to keep in secrets.

“We’re not trying to be secretive; I think the security 
might give it that impression, but we’re actually quite 
open with what goes on here. It’s just a closed campus, 
the same as UT’s main campus.”

History
The campus began as a magnesium plant built by the 

federal government during World War II. After the war 
ended in 1946, the federal government declared the 402-
acre plant surplus and the University of Texas obtained a 
lease agreement. Three years later, the university negoti-
ated a contract with the help of then-Congressman Lyn-
don B. Johnson to purchase the site. Rather than cash 
payments, the federal government would deduct from 
the plant’s price tag for every public benefit project that 
was produced there.

The campus has gone through name changes from 
the Military Physics Research Lab to Balcones Research 
Center and finally in 1994 to the J.J. Pickle Research 
Campus, named after the congressman who was one of 
the center’s supporters. Today, UT owns a total of 450 
acres; less than half make up the J.J. Pickle campus. The 
remaining land is made up of vacant, wooded land on 
the west side of MoPac, in the Gateway area.
Research

The research coming out of the Pickle campus has 
had effects reaching far beyond the university or even 
the state of Texas. After the fall of the World Trade Cen-
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By Rachel youens

Council considers member districts
stoRy highlights

• City Charter amendment Could 
Change City CounCil representation

According to the 2000 census, U.S. Rep. 
Lamar Smith represents about 650,000 
constituents in his congressional district. 
Austin City Council members represent 
735,088 by the latest Austin demographer’s 
statistics, and they do so with half the staff 
of a congressman. 

The City of Austin has always elected city 
council members at large, with each of the 
six members elected by and representing 
the entire city. But Council member Mike 
Martinez said he feels that as the city grows, 
it’s time to reevaluate this system. With 
council approval, he convened a committee 
in April to look at the benefit of changing 
the city charter to establish a district repre-
sentative system.

“We’re the largest metropolitan city in 
the country that still uses an at-large sys-
tem,” said Martinez, who receives e-mails 
daily from Austinites asking if he is their 
council member. “Right now we have to 

know just enough about everything to get 
by. It forces us to be a jack of all trades and 
a master of none.”
Why now

Assembling the committee now was im-
portant because the Austin city charter may 
only be amended every two years. Another 
Austin group, Stop Domain Subsidies, is 
gathering signatures to push for a different 
amendment. If SDS gathers enough signa-
tures to get its amendment on the ballot, 
the city council amendment must be voted 
on now or it will have to wait until 2010.

“Every part of the city feels underpaid 
attention to, but I do think that the North-
west Austin neighborhoods sometimes are 
a little behind the curve on information,” 
said Milwood Neighborhood Association 
President Dustin Lanier, who has been at-
tending the committee meetings. “A single-
member district can potentially have a lot 
of impact on how this growing part of the 
city gets involved in issues.”

The committee, headed by former Austin 
mayor Gus Garcia, is looking at several dif-

continued on |11
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This map shows one possible 
scenario the Charter Review 
Committee has looked at for 
dividing the city into city council 
districts. Other plans divide the 
city into two districts along Lamar 
Boulevard and another lumps all of 
west Austin into one large district 
extending from the top to the 
bottom of the Austin city limits.

In the district plan at left, the 
Northwest Austin districts 
are shown in green and pink, 
and feature the following 
demographics:

Population:  86,393
Population demographics:

Anglo 76.3%
African American 3.7%
Hispanic 10.1%
Asian 8%
Other 2%

Total minority:  23.7%

Population:  81,186
Population demographics:

Anglo 41.5%
African American 14.4%
Hispanic 34.4%
Asian 7.4%
Other 2.3%

Total minority:  58.5%
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Steck Ave.

Hillcrest Baptist Church

3838 Steck Ave. 

Austin, Tx 78759

512-345-3771

HILLCREST
WWW.HILLCRESTAUSTIN.ORG

A 
pla

ce 
to fi nd and follow Jesus together.

Sunday service times: 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Your Home Sold in under 89 days

At a price acceptable to you

GUARANTEED

or I will buy it myself.

For more information call 1-888-454-5219 ext 1072

for a recorded message.

(512) 797.0626 direct

(512) 328.0404 fax

brad@�ndyourcommunity.com 
Brad Brown

Activities include: Trick or Treat Path with 

friendly costume characters; carnival games 

that include haunted �sh pond, bat toss, 

pumpkin jump and much more. Admission 

is $2 per child plus 25 cents per carnival 

ticket.

Halloween Skating Exhibition

Oct. 26, 5-7 p.m.

Chapparal Ice

14200 IH 35

Skaters show o� their favorite tricks in 

anything-goes crazy, funny and goofy 

routines followed by a free skate period.

Halloween Spooktacular

Oct. 27, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Northwest YMCA

5807 McNeil Drive

335-9622

Halloween celebration open to YMCA 

members and the public with a trick-or-treat 

trail and refreshments.

Main Event

Family and Friends Fright Night

Oct. 31, 5-8 p.m.

13301 US 183

401-0000

Main Event will be o�ering special deals on 

bowling and pizza packages, along with 

costume contests and drink specials on 

Halloween-themed drinks, such as Voo Doo 

Daiquiris. 

Ghoul River

Oct. 26, 6 p.m.-close

Cool River Café

4001 Parmer Lane

835-0010

Contestants can cash in with their costumes 

at Cool River in the costume contest, with a 

�rst prize of $1,000. Radio station Mix 94.7 

will be on hand along with live music from 

the Newsboyz. The cost is$5 with costume, 

$10 without.

Fall Harvest festival

Oct. 28, 5-8 p.m.

North Park YMCA

9616 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 130

973-9622

Free and open to YMCA members and 

the public alike, this event will feature a 

moonwalk, games and hotdogs. Costumes 

are encouraged.

Gingerbread House workshop

Nov. 24, 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Nov. 25, 12:30 p.m.

Nov. 30, 3:30 p.m.

Austin Children’s Museum

201 Colorado St.

472-2499

Parents and children can sign up for fun 

building and decorating a gingerbread 

house. Classes are $33 for non-members 

and include museum admission or $23 for a 

take-home kit.

 
Wines For the Turkey Table

Nov. 15, 7 p.m.

Whole Foods

9607 Research Blvd

345-5003

Learn about and sample wines that work 

best with traditional Thanksgiving dishes. 

Includes Beaujolis Nouvau, a rare wine 

released only on the third Thursday in 

November. $20 per person.

Pond Springs Fall Festival

Nov. 3, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Pond Springs Elementary School

7825 Elkhorn Mountain Trail

335-3334

The whole Northwest Austin community 

is invited to this fall celebration featuring 

a petting zoo, moonwalk, lollipop tree and 

cake wheel. Tickets will be sold at the door.

Great Hills Baptist Fall Fest

Nov. 26, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Great Hills Baptist Church

10500 Jollyville Road

343-7763

Held in the parking lot of the church, the Fall 

Fest features carnival rides from Three Ring 

Service, food and game booths. The general 

public is invited and admission is free.

Thanksgiving catering and food

Eat Out In

346-9990

www.eatoutin.com

This service caters and delivers food from 

chain and local restaurants in Austin 

including Just Desserts, Manuels, Threadgills 

and North by Northwest. For full lists of 

available restaurants in each zip code visit 

the Eat Out In website.

Honey Baked Ham

9029 Research Blvd., Ste. 900

835-7925

Fall Holiday Guide
Fall Holiday Guide

Costume Shops

Spirit Halloween Stores

www.spirithalloween.com

  512-795-5015

  512-990-3574

Party City of Austin

9333 Research Blvd., Ste. 100

343-0300

Party Pig

11150 Research Blvd.

343-8181

Goodwill

   248-0004

   832-0004

  258-5898

Halloween Trick or Treat Path & Carnival

Oct. 26, 6-8 p.m.

Northwest Recreation Center

2913 Northland Drive

Toddler – 8 years

$2 per child/adults free
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St. David’s HealthCare performs more open-heart surgeries, more cardiac catheterizations, more cardiac angioplasties 

and stent insertions than anyone in central Texas. We are the only area healthcare system to offer fully accredited Chest 

Pain Centers at all hospital locations. When you turn to a St. David’s physician specialist for your heart, you plug into 

the region’s leader in heart care.

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l

SD 10 x 13.2875.indd   1 8/23/07   5:39:42 PM
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How to get a Community Impact Newspaper
Community Impact Newspaper is published 13 times a year and 
mailed to more than 207,000 households and businesses in the 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Taylor and Austin areas.
In a world of free Internet news and decreasing newspaper 
circulation, the CI staff believes readers still want the printed story. 
Each month, all residents in each of our markets through direct mail 
receive a free copy of quality content specifically covering the news 
and information that will affect them.

Publication Dates
Round Rock and Pflugerville: 
First Friday of each month
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor: 
Second Friday of each month
Cedar Park and Leander: 
Third Friday of each month
Northwest Austin: 
Fourth Friday of each month

Subscriptions in our other markets are available

$39
$71.50
$87.75
$104

$3
$2.75
$2.25
$2
$3.50

One market
Two markets
Three markets
Four markets
Back issue

One year 
(13 issues)

Per 
issue

Subscription 
Rates

For more information, call 989-6808.

Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the first Friday of 
the month.

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

...freedom 

...adventure 

...and the thrill of 

a shrewd, timely, 

money-saving 

move.

COMING SOON!

www.CentralTexasHarley.com
512-973-8521

to follow

  So now there’s 
every reason 

the

dream...
Our Round Rock Location

FOR CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.CENTRALTEXASHARLEY.COM

Election day is Nov. 6, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. For questions on precinct number or 
voting location call the Travis County Elections Division at 238-VOTE. Below is a 
sampling of the 16 state constitutional amendments that will appear on the ballot. 
To view the rest of these propositions visit the web stories section of Community 
Impact at www.impactnews.com.

Proposition two – College loans
Authorizes the legislature to permit the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board to issue up to $500 million in general obligation bonds to finance 
educational loans to college and university students, and to enter into bond 
enhancement agreements.

Proposition three – Limiting home appraisals
Allows the legislature to limit the maximum appraised value of a residence 
homestead for property tax purposes in a tax year to the lesser of the most recent 
appraisal valuation, or 110 percent, or a greater percentage as determined by the 
legislature, of the appraised value in the preceding tax year. 

Proposition four – Funding state agencies
Allows the legislature to let the Texas Public Finance Authority to issue up to 
$1 billion in bonds for the maintenance, construction, repairs, and equipment 
purchases for several state agencies such as the Parks and Wildlife Department and 
the Department of State Health Services.

Proposition six –Vehicle tax exemption
Allows the legislature to exempt one motor vehicle owned by an individual that is 
used by the individual for both business and personal use from ad valorem tax.

Proposition nine – Veteran’s property tax exemption 
Allows the legislature to exempt all or part of the market value of the residence 
homesteads of veterans certified as having a service-related 100 percent disability. 

Proposition 11 – Recording representatives’ votes
Requires a vote taken in either house of the legislature to be recorded. The record 
must be archived and available for viewing on the Internet for at least two years.

Proposition 12 – Highway improvements
Allows the Texas Transportation Commission to issue up to $5 billion in bonds 
for highway improvement projects, the proceeds of which will be used to pay for 
projects, costs and payments owed under related credit agreements.

Proposition 15 – Cancer research
Requires the legislature to establish the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute 
of Texas. It would authorize the issuance of up to $3 billion in bonds to be used for 
operations and grants for the purpose of scientific cancer research.

My adventure with 
Community Impact Newspaper 
began almost a year ago. 
When publisher John Garrett 
approached me about launching 
the Northwest Austin paper last 
February, I was delighted. Here 
was an opportunity to service a 
fast-growing area that has been 
underserved in terms of local 
news. 

Now as general manager, I 
look forward to helping local 
business owners communicate 
with their neighbors, and 
relaying timely information 
about local development, 
transportation updates and other 
quality of life issues.

One issue relevant to this area 
is our story about the change of 
the city charter  to move from 
an at-large council system to 
a single member district. This 
could bring positive benefits 
to areas like Northwest Austin 
that have historically been 
underrepresented. 

On another note, we are 
kicking off the fall season with a 
holiday guide. I love Halloween 

and still have memories of 
trick-or-treating through the 
neighborhood watching my bag 
become filled with more candy 
than a shelf in a candy store. I 
remember eagerly waiting as 
my bag was swooped up by my 
mom in the “screening of the 
candy” before it could be eaten. I 
suspected she was pulling out all 
the chocolate for herself, a fact 
she confirmed many years later. 

With Thanksgiving around 
the corner, the biggest 
shopping weekend of the year 
is approaching. We continue to 
focus on local shopping in our 
Community Shopping at Parmer 
and Amherst Drive. 

I am excited and honored 
to write this note as the 
new general manager of our 
Northwest Austin paper. The 
best training for this position 
has been driving the streets, 
watching new developments 
pop up and visiting with local 
business owners. I am dedicated 
to maintaining the integrity of 
our mission and look forward to 
hearing from you. 
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832-1888

  Henna will beat any price in Texas on a New Chevy. GUARANTEED.

  We have one of the largest selection of new Chevys in Central Texas

  Henna is a 6-time Winner of the Prestigious Mark of Excellence Award 
for Outstanding Customer Service

First in Selection. First in Savings. 
First in Central Texas.
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10  More buildings 
at AmberOaks
AmberOaks is growing again 
with the addition of two new 
office buildings to the existing 
structures at 9501 Amberglen 
Blvd. near Parmer Lane and 
RM 620. The two buildings 
are the ninth and tenth in 
the complex and add more 
than 150,000 sq. ft. For more 
information, contact Brandon 
Lester at 314-3576.

Impact  
Northwest Austin

1  Breast Cancer Awareness Month
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and Edible 
Arrangements is joining the fight by donating a portion 
of its sales to the National Breast Cancer Foundation. 
When customers order the Awareness Celebration 
Arrangement or the Breast Cancer Awareness bouquet, 
10 percent of the proceeds go to fight cancer. To order 
from Edible Arrangements, call 343-1110 or visit 
www.ediblearrangements.com.

3  Christmas open house
Country Keepers’ sixth annual Christmas open house 
will be Nov. 4 from 1 – 6 p.m. at 9308 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 500. The open house features primitive 
and period-inspired reproduction furnishings and 
handcrafted holiday accessories. Everything from 
Windsor chairs, hand-woven textiles, pottery, and painted 
Shaker-style furnishings to vintage Christmas ornaments 
and hard-to-find holiday decorations will be on sale. For 
more information, call 331-4720.

Adopt-A-Shelter-Dog Month
October is Adopt-A-Shelter-Dog Month in Williamson 
County. The Williamson County Regional Animal 
Shelter is offering a $25 discount on all pets, dropping 
the adoption fee to $60. The fee covers basic vaccines, 
spaying, neutering, heartworm screening and a 
microchip. Many types of mixed-breeds and pure breeds 
are available. The shelter is open Tuesday through Sunday 
at 1855 SE Inner Loop. For more information call 943-
3322 or visit www.wilcopets.org.

Golf tournament fund-raiser
The Connally High School softball team will host its 
third annual golf tournament at the Shadowglen Golf 
Course in Manor on Nov. 10, starting at 8 a.m. Eighteen 
holes of golf will be followed by lunch, door prizes and 
a silent auction. “Closest to hole” and “longest drive” 
winners each win a free vacation and a hole-in-one 
wins a truck. The proceeds go toward purchasing a new 
scoreboard and field improvements. To participate, 
contact Shawna Lawless at 796-9312.

6 Northcastle is going down
The Northcastle Apartments at 8100 N MoPac in North 
Austin are in danger of being torn down in favor of 
urban-style luxury apartments. An Oct. 16 meeting of the 
City of Austin Planning and Zoning was cancelled, but 
another public hearing is scheduled for Nov. 20.

5 Election day
Nov. 6 is voting day for registered voters. Early voting 
started Oct. 22 at Randalls, 10900 Research Blvd., 
and ends Nov. 2. There are many voting locations in 
Northwest Austin as well as several mobile voting sites. 
For a complete list of locations, visit  
www.traviscountytax.org.

11  Walk to school day
Kathy Caraway Elementary School celebrated 
International Walk to School Day on Oct. 3. About 220 
children, nearly 40 percent of the student population, 
walked, rode their bike or scootered to the school at 
11104 Oakview Drive. 9 The Domain is growing

Two restaurants in The Domain have opened their 
doors for business. North opened Oct. 8, and offers 
a contemporary take on simple Italian dishes. Joe 
DiMaggio’s Italian Chophouse, which opened 
officially for lunch and dinner on Oct. 15, serves both 
classic and exotic Italian dishes.

McNeil Dr.

620

Parm
er Ln.

360

Anderson Mill Rd.

78759
78727 

4  Teen book discussion
The Spicewood Springs branch of the Austin Public 
Library, located at 8637 Spicewood Springs Road, is 
hosting a discussion of the book Born to Rock by Gordon 
Korman. Recommended for ages 12-17, the group meets 
Nov. 13 from 7 – 8 p.m. Snacks are provided.
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2 The Villagio in Austin
The Marcel Group is planning an $85 million project 
at RM 620 and Anderson Mill Road. The Villagio in 
Austin will be a mixed-use development featuring 
117,000 sq. ft. of upscale retail, 32,000 sq. ft. of office 
space and 288 luxury apartments. Construction is 
expected to begin in late spring 2008 with retailers 
opening to the public by Christmas 2008.

Find your heart in the art
An art show and auction is being held Nov. 1 at the 
Design Center of Austin to benefit the Austin chapter of 
the American Heart Association. Find Your Heart in the 
Art will auction off 74 heart pieces done by local-area 
artists. The event will also feature live entertainment, 
beverages, hors d’oeuvres and heart health educational 
displays. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door and 
can be purchased by contacting Pat Byrum at 433-4056 or 
pat.byrum@heart.org.

2

8  New luxury apartments
Nearly 300 luxury apartments and a parking garage are 
expected to be constructed on Stonelake Boulevard near 
the Arboretum. Crescent Resources is under contract to 
purchase a 7-acre tract of land to build the Stonelake site. 
The four-story apartment building is expected to range 
from $800 to $1,600 a month for one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments. 

10

7  Buy or sell furniture
Home Consignment Center will start accepting 
consignments on Nov. 1 and plans to open to the public in 
the middle of November. The new store in the Arborwalk 
specializes in the consignment and sale of furniture, 
accessories and jewelry from private homes, builder 
models and furniture showrooms. For more information, 
call 346-2900.

78
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Closer
    Look 

360 primo

360 Primo
9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 120

795-9292

Even though 360 Primo is located deep in the heart of 
Texas, the European-style coffeehouse feels like a slice of 
Italy. As well it should, because the desserts are flown in 
from Italy, and the coffee comes from the No. 1 espresso 
roaster in the country.

Mark Skaggs, owner of 360 Primo, started the shop 
three years ago after spending most of his career racing 
thoroughbreds in Florida. Skaggs spoke with the owner 
of 360 Uno Espresso & Vino in the Westlake area, who 
introduced him to the concept of a European coffeehouse 
and convinced Skaggs that it could work elsewhere in 
Austin.

Following the European style, 360 Primo has a stark, 
modern feel. The shop doesn’t bombard the customer 
with merchandise, making it less crowded and more col-
orful. The bright atmosphere is complemented by low-key 
electronic music, another European touch. The final key 
element is that the barista is always visible.

“I like the idea of people being able to watch the barista, 
because the barista is the person doing the specialty 
items,” Skaggs said. “They have many years of experience, 
and they make excellent coffee.”

Not only does it serve coffee, 360 Primo also has a 
full menu of breakfast and lunch items. A variety of 
croissants, pastries, muffins and scones are available for 

European-style coffee in a Starbucks world
by Mark Collins

A barista at 360 Primo prepares a mocha coffee.
360 Primo Specials:
Seven days a week: 4 – 7 p.m. $1 off all beers, 
wines and mixed coffee drinks
Lunch special: Half panini with soup or salad 
and iced tea for $5.75

breakfast, and fresh, grilled-to-order paninis and salads 
are available for lunch.

“I think the hardest message to get out is that we have 
big, filling lunches: big panini sandwiches, large chicken 
salads, big salmon salads,” Skaggs said. “There are people 
who think we are strictly beverages and dessert.”

The desserts are made by Bindi, an Italy-based company 
that started as a single pastry shop in 1946. The unique 
desserts are frozen with dry ice and shipped from Italy. 
Once thawed they regain their fresh baked taste.

“Italian desserts are different in that they’re lighter 
than American desserts,” Skaggs said. “They tend to be 
very sweet and fluffy.  I think that they’re something that 
people can appreciate if they don’t want a big Texas piece 
of cake.” 

The coffee is by Segafredo Zanetti, an Italian company 
that prides itself on controlling each step of the produc-
tion process “from the plant to the cup.” According to 
Skaggs, the coffee is smoother and doesn’t have as strong 
a taste.

360 Primo isn’t just popular among Austinites looking 
for a European coffee shop; Skaggs has had customers 
come in from all over the world who enjoy the store.

“It really reminds them of home,” Skaggs said. “It feels 
good that we got it right.”

Monday-Thursday 6:30 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 6:30 a.m. – 11 p.m. • Sunday 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.
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Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

Covert Ford

Shop online at covertauto.com
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U
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Hwy 79

759-1414
1200-A East Hwy 79

Hwy 290Austin

Round
Rock

Taylor

ElginAU
ST
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2007 Edge SE
MSRP ........................................ $26,315
Customer Cash ............................ $2,000
Covert Discount .......................... $1,816

$22,499
+TT&L

MSRP ........................................ $18,955
Customer Cash ............................ $3,500
Covert Discount .......................... $1,467

$13,999

2007 F150 Regular Cab

Open Sundays 11am-5pm +TT&L

Photos are for illustration purposes only. All prices subject to change. All prices plus TTL. All prices combined with 0% are for 36 months through Ford Motor Credit, W.A.C. 
0% for 36 months equals $27.77 per thousand. Photos are for illustration purposes only. 

Auto, 
25 MPG Air 

Conditioning

360 Primo
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by Mark Collins

Closer
    Look 

austin auction

Enjoy an old-fashioned evening at local auction house

Austin Auction is a family-owned-and-operated auc-
tion house founded by Ross and Paula Featherston in 
1983. Since then, their son Chris and daughters Laura and 
Victoria have joined the staff.  

“We had bought things from auctions and felt like we 
would like to be in the industry, like we had something to 
offer,” Ross said.

Austin Auction specializes in antiques and collectibles 
found all over the world. The Featherstons have worked 
hard to develop relationships with antique hunters in for-
eign countries, and it shows in the quality of merchandise 
they receive.

“The diversity of merchandise is what makes it interest-
ing,” Chris said. “That’s our big thing; every week you’re 
going, you think you’re in a different store. Most stores 
have one or two new pieces, but every week the whole 
room out here is completely new.”

Austin Auction receives its merchandise in a 40-ft. long, 
9 ft. by 8 ft. ocean container. Often times, the Featherston’s 
don’t even know what’s inside.

“It’s like Christmas every week,” Paula said. “When that 
container backs up, you never know what’s going to be in 
there.”

The auction process starts online when photos are post-

ed the Wednesday before the auction. On-site inventory 
inspection is on Friday from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturday 
from 4 p.m. until the auction begins at 7 p.m.

Once the auction begins, it’s anybody’s game, even for 
those who can’t attend. During the pre-auction inventory 
inspection, customers can enter a bid to be placed during 
the auction, or request to be called on the phone while the 
item is up for bidding. In addition, Austin Auction uses 
EbayLiveAuction to allow any member of the Internet 
community to enter bids on merchandise. 

“We’ll ship it here from Spain, and then somebody from 
Spain will buy it and we’ll ship it back,” said Chris. 

In early 2007, Austin Auction expanded to provide ser-
vices to people who were unable to make it to the auctions. 
The wholesale warehouse, located within the building, is 
filled with a variety of both new and antique items. All 
the merchandise is available to purchase immediately at 
wholesale prices.

Not everything Austin Auction sells is antique, and not 
all of it is foreign-made. The company also handles estate 
sales and consignment pieces. All these features are an ef-
fort to remain modern in a continuously changing auction 
market.

Several of the hundreds of religious statues soon to be auctioned.

Austin Auction
8414 Anderson Mill Road

258-5479 • www.austinauction.com

Rare auction merchandise:
Collection of civil war guns and •	
assorted furniture
400-piece pocket watch •	
collection
Religious artifacts•	
American Indian baskets and •	
blankets

Warehouse hours: 
Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Saturday 4 – 6 p.m.

Live Gallery Auctions: Saturdays at 7 p.m.

Chinese antiques from •	
Indonesia
Wardrobe from big cabinet in •	
Spanish castle
Collection of statues from •	
Southeast Asia
British Colonial merchandise •	
from 1850s-1930s India
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Anderson Mill Rd.

Austin Auction

Membership required and open to anyone who lives or works in Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell or Hays county. 1APY—Annual Percentage Yield. If requirements met: 6.01% APY on balances up to $25,000, and 1.01% APY on the 
portion of balance over $25,000. If requirements not met: 0.25% APY on balance. 210 transactions per cycle. Must maintain eStatements. Auto debit ACH also applies.

Reward Yourself With

www.heritagechecking.com

Introducing Heritage Checking
A high interest free checking account with free ATMs nationwide—no 

receipts required. Reward yourself with VISA® Debit Card usage, free 

eStatements and direct deposit.2 Sign up for Heritage Checking today!
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She Spies
Round Rock woman uses 
detective skills to help 
citizens.

Regional  Impact
a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ’ r e c e n t  i s s u e s

Pflugerville ISD residents will decide in November 
whether or not to pass a $125 million bond package ap-
proved by the board of trustees at a regularly scheduled 
meeting in August. At that meeting, the board also ap-
proved the district’s request to retire $5 million in debt 
from a previous bond that will save the district $2 million 
in interest.

 Along with saving the district millions of dollars, this 
move will balance the debt and allow taxes to remain at the 
current rate if voters approve the bond, PISD Superinten-
dent Charles Dupre said.

“Projections show that allowing us to pay off the debt 
early will allow us to not have to raise the tax,” Dupre said. 
“The district is growing rapidly and we expect it to con-
tinue to grow rapidly.”

A demographer’s report completed earlier this year pre-
dicted the district would double in size within the next 10 
years. 

For the first time, a bond committee composed of ap-
proximately 60 community members and key stakeholders 
formed the current bond package. 

“[The bond] is a truly need-based, targeted effort, and 
it is basically a package with no frills,” said David Larsen, 
a committee member representing Connally High School. 
“It is based on necessity and identified needs. There are 
three new schools, plus planning for a high school.”
In the bond

The bond includes  $67.6 million assigned for new schools 
and the design of the fourth high school, along with money 
for student instruction, safety and security improvements, 
building renovations and future school sites.

Reese and other district officials hosted a community fo-
rum at Connally High School. A second forum was held at 
Pflugerville High School Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. in the school’s 
cafeteria.

“We want to lay the facts out for everybody and encour-
age them to go out and vote. That is the most important 
thing,” Reese said. “Our taxpayers have passed every bond 
referendum we have had since 1988.”

Taxpayers will have their say on Election Day, but so far, 
Reese said, he has yet to hear negative comments.

“In order to keep up with the classroom space needed for 
increasing enrollment we are going to need more schools 
in the near future,”  Reese said. “We feel it’s a good package. 
I feel we have been very fiscally responsible in this.”

Bond breakdown

Pflugerville High
$11,800,000

connally High
$5,790,000

Park crest Middle
$920,000

Spring Hill Lane 
elementary

$740,000

Windermere 
Primary

$740,000

Westview 
Middle

$720,000

Pflugerville 
Middle

$690,000

Brookhollow 
elementary

$659,000

Pflugerville 
elementary

$550,000

copperfield 
elementary

$500,000

River oaks 
elementary

$440,000

Parmer Lane 
elementary

$398,000

northwest 
elementary

$280,000

Hendrickson 
High

$250,000

timmerman 
elementary

$150,000

Kelly Lane
 Middle

$130,000
dessau Middle

$130,000

caldwell 
elementary

$60,000
delco Primary

$60,000

dessau
elementary

$60,000

Murchison 
elementary

$60,000

Highland Park  
elementary

$60,000

Riojas*  
elementary

$60,000

Rowe Lane 
elementary

$60,000

Wieland 
elementary

$60,000

opportunity 
center

$60,000

1. New schools 
$67,600,000
includes: three new campuses 
including a middle school and two 
elementary schools
2. Facility renovation
$25,749,000
includes: Sports fields and science labs Grand Total - $125,000,000

3. Student instruction 
$12,500,000
includes: computer replacement, 
classroom projectors
4. Technology infrastructure 
$5,600,000
includes: Server and storage upgrade

5. Safety and security
 $868,000
includes: upgrade and standardize 
the radio system for campuses and 
departments
6. Future school sites 
$8,500,000

Facility renovations

7. Contingency and bond 
issuance cost
$4,183,000
includes: estimated bond issuance cost 
and contingency

Amount each school would receive

Band hall: $5,900,000
Science labs: $3,290,000

Air handling units: $640,000
Tennis courts: $500,000

Theater arts dressing/prep room: 
$430,000

Dance studio: $360,000
Campus security system: 

$250,000
Parking lots/drives: $170,000

HVAC controls: $30,000
FAC lighting: $50,000
HVAC units: $180,000

Pflugerville High 
renovations

campus security system: 
$60,000

Caldwell Elementary 
renovations

Copperfield Elementary 
renovations

HVAC units: $180,000
Air-handling units: 
$260,000
Campus security 
system: $60,000

MOSTLEAST

IN-BETWEEN

Summary

The PISD proposed bond will appear on the Nov. 6 ballot

Future sChools

Middle School 
#6

$28,150,000

elementary 
School #20

$18,250,000

elementary 
School #19

$17,200,000

*Future school. Money planned to install security system.

For more information on early 
voting, election day and 

polling places, visit 
www.pflugervilleisd.net.

PISD retires debt to 
balance books for bonds
By Beth Wade

Life’s most simplistic way of living.

Villas from the $180s–$300s

FAIRWAY VIEW HOMES
at The Reserve at Twin Creeks offers low-maintenance luxury 

Villas in the natural setting and beauty of Central Texas.

FairwayViewHomes.com | 512.219.0340

Prices, specifications and plans represent present intent of the builder
and are subject to change without notice.

FVH-N7021_Villas  9/7/07  3:44 PM  Page 1

Other Stories
www.impactnews.com

Toll 130 
opening of new toll road gives 
surrounding cities business 
opportunities

TFR Enterprises
disaster recovery company helped clear 
Hurricane Katrina debris.

Frames of reference
Former north Austin business makes 
custom-made frames delivered to customers’ 
doorsteps.



OCTOBER 2007 9impaCT nEws.COm

Hunters Chase 
78729

Agent: 
Mary Battaglia 
(512) 258-6677

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$225,000

8533 Foxhound Trl 

Residential Real Estate Report
Northwest Austin Area

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

-
3

14
17
28
21
15
1
-

Price range Number of homes for sale
78750

-
-

14
33
36
24
20
-
-

-
4

48
42
1
-
-
-
-

-
18
36
49
3
-
2
-
-

September monthly home sales

78750 

78759

78727

78729

23

22

30 

20

45

24

30

34

Average price
Sold ‘07

Average price
Sold ‘07 Sold’06 2007

$265,295

$297,449

$195,415 

$181,274

$289,906

$332,840

$207,261 

$191,540 

On The Market

Key Stats

78759 78729 78727

Sold ‘06

31

46

36

25

Days on market
2006

45

36

29

31

Scofield Farms 
78727

Agent: 
Helen Chiang
(512) 422-5902

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$219,900

13205 Calf Roping Trl 

Windridge
78759

Agents: 
Barb Bittner
(512) 431-6027

Becky Griner
(512) 917-5712

4 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$589,000

7609 Baja Cove

Jester Point
78750

Agent: 
Teresa Gouldie
(512) 751-8000

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$485,000

7504 Anaqua Dr 

+$11,846 

78727

+$10,266

78729

Changes in average selling 
price over last year

+$24,611

78750

+$35,391

78759

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com) 

real estate report
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Silver CreekCommunity
Shopping

1
2

4

3

7
65

8
9

Parmer Ln

A
m

he
rs

t D
r

Duval Rd

Silver Creek

tomo sushi

While living in Las Vegas, owner Steve 
Riad heard that Austin was a great 
place, so that’s where he started his 
search for a location for his restaurant. 
Tomo Sushi celebrated its one-year 
anniversary in March. Riad has fish 
shipped in from around the world, 
including Japan and Hawaii, and serves 
unusually named rolls, such as the  
“Ex-Girlfriend.”

take 5
Take 5 is a barbershop that operates 
with its male customers in mind. Big 
screen televisions play sports all day and 
customers can play video games while 
they wait. Its Northwest Austin location 
makes it perfect for professionals in 
the area, and Take 5 offers a father/son 
combo cut to entice local residents. 
Take 5 has been in Silver Creek for a little 
more than a year and continues to grow 
as the complex gets busier. Take 5 is 
open 9 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. on Saturday and 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Sundays.

cool RiveR café

Cool River settled on its Parmer Lane 
location because of the perfect balance 
of residential and business development 
in the area, according to proprietor 
Randy Umlah. The restaurant and bar 
captured Austin's young tech industry 
customers by opening in 2001 before any 
other businesses had opened along the 
road. The Cool River company actually 
bought all the land along the area and 
partnered in developing Silver Creek. 
This is Cool River's second location; the 
first was in Dallas. In addition to dining, 
it also offers event hosting and a cigar 
lounge.

top spa and nails

In December, Top Spa and Nails will 
have been doing business in the 
Silver Creek complex for two years. 
The business specializes in deluxe 
manicures and pedicures. Top Spa 
and Nails gets a lot of business from 
surrounding neighborhoods and has 
benefited from the diversity of new 
stores opening in Silver Creek.

silveR cReek shopping centeR
1. Salsarita’s
2. Ideal Image
3. Kolache Factory
4. Bear Rock Deli
5. Image Salon
6. Rick’s Cleaners

7. It’s a Grind
8. First State Bank
9. Aspire Dental
10. Backbone Chiropractic
11. Walgreens  

Parmer Ln

For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.

10

11
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Member districts
continued FRoM |1

ferent options for dividing the city and mixing district and 
at-large council positions. Garcia was unavailable for com-
ment. One option splits the city into two districts along 
Lamar Boulevard, while another splits the city into seven 
parts. Both Houston and Dallas run under a district sys-
tem.

“I’ve never said ‘single-member districts.’ I’ve just ad-
vocated some geographic system of dividing up the city,” 
Martinez said. “The current system makes us into a very 
centrist council. A debate needs views from all over the 
spectrum. Different areas have different interests and hav-
ing folks from both ends allows us to have a real debate.”
Complications

An element that complicates the district division is the 
Voting Rights Act. Enacted in 1965, the act enforces the 
14th and 15th Amendments that protect a citizen’s right to 
vote. It only covers nine states including Texas.  The Vot-
ing Rights Act requires the city to receive federal clearance 
before making any change to election procedures to en-
sure that the system remains fair. So, the districts must be 
drawn so that they have an equal population division and 
give minorities fair representation. This is difficult, accord-
ing to the council’s consultant, J. Gerald Herbert, because 
the city’s minority population is spread out and it’s difficult 
to draw a district without splitting up neighborhoods with 
common interests. The city council presently features one 
black, one Hispanic and one Asian member.

“The current system isn’t really made to benefit people 
from north Austin, it’s made to benefit people from the 
central core. Districts could open the playing field some,” 
Lanier said.

At-large city councils were first introduced at the turn 
of the century to end political corruption where city coun-
cil members, or ward bosses, were pitted against one an-

other in gaining city resources. Council districts have been 
brought to Austin voters in the past, most recently in 2002, 
and have failed.

“One of the reasons the districts haven’t passed before is 
because the proposition went to voters without a map of 
the districts. Who is going to vote for districts when they 
don’t have a map to look at?” Martinez said. “Other times it 
has been because council members didn’t like the districts, 
so they created opposition.”

Beyond improving council members’ ability to represent, 
the smaller districts can also help to democratize who can 
run for election by cutting down the costs of campaign-
ing.

“During campaign season, I was spending every night 
going to different forums and neighborhood meetings 

across the city. All the council members were fighting for 
the same 50 or 60 endorsements. Money is spent on mail-
outs and TV spots. It’s very costly,” Martinez said.

The committee will continue to meet and take public in-
put through January, when they will make a presentation 
to the city council on their recommendation. If the council 
approves the amendment, it could be on the ballot in May. 
If the amendment is voted on and passes, it must then get 
federal approval under the Voting Rights Act before it can 
go into effect.

“When it feels like things happen to the neighborhoods, 
but don’t involve the neighborhood, it’s time to look at how 
things are run,” Lanier said.

Join Our

Shred Days

Helping  
You Protect

Your Identity.

We’ll shred and recycle your documents FREE.
Protect your identity and save a tree… 
all in one day.

October 20 and October 27

Limit 50 pounds per person

© 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.                              wellsfargo.com
   

Bring your personal  documents to Wells Fargo:

Saturday, October 27, 9am–1pm
Wells Fargo Lakeline 
920 N. Lakeline Boulevard
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
512-336-4870

Saturday, October 20, 9am–1pm
Wells Fargo Parkline 
14063 N. Hwy 183 
Austin, TX 78717 
512-344-3160© 2007 Taylor Woodrow Homes.

Inspired by you® is a registered mark 
of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information
contained within this advertisement 
is correct at time of publication 
and subject to change. 0507

Realtors® Welcome

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect

our commitment to addressing the total lifestyle

priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed

homes with all the right touches just the way you want

it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

Inspired by you.®

The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch
River Heights Overlook

512.266.5926
From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Belcara
512.554.9800

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Senna Hills Garden Homes
From the $300s

512.263.2655

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s

TWA-N7185_4.9167x6.5  5/7/07  3:04 PM  Page 1

population equality
One of the basic constitutional requirements of drawing the 
city council districts is that they be of equal population, which 
is difficult to do while still keeping neighborhoods of common 
interest together. There is a formula for figuring out the 
appropriate population deviation. The government considers 
only a population deviation of 10 percent between different 
districts to be constitutional.

City Charter, CounCil history

the city chaRteR
The City of Austin was chartered in 1909. A charter is similar to a 
constitution.

The city charter can only be amended every two years. It was last 
amended in May 2006.

Austin citizens can push for an amendment to the city charter 
collecting signatures from a varying percent of the city’s voting 
population, usually between 10 and 15 percent. The city 
council validates these signatures, and if there are enough, the 
amendment is put on the ballot. This is what the group Stop 
Domain Subsidies is currently doing.

voting Rights act
There is no federal legal requirement to maximize or minimize 
the number of minority-dominant districts, but when the 
department of justice looks at the city’s district plans they will 
look at criteria such as:

 political cohesion of minority groups
 the city’s history of electing minority candidates
 how many minority groups were involved in making the plan
 if the plan splinters minorities into too many districts
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Residences of city 
council members 
since 1975

Residences of 
current city council 
members MoPac

Braker

Downtown
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Knowbility is a non-profit organization with a mission 
to make technology accessible to people with disabilities.

“We put usability features in the Web site, and every-
body is better off,” Director of Knowbility special projects 
Annie Hudson said. “It’s more usable, more efficient; it 
just works better.”

The organization started in 1999 with the inception 
of the first Accessibility Internet Rally. AIR begins with 
local non-profit agencies that are in need of a Web site or 
would like to have their site retrofitted to be accessible. 
A challenge is then issued to local Web developers to see 
who can create the most accessible Web site.

Knowbility gives the developers the tools and training 
needed to create an accessible Web site and then pairs 
them with a non-profit for a 10-day planning period. Af-
ter the planning period, the teams come together for one 
day of hard work to create the most accessible Web site. 

“Sharron Rush, Knowbility executive director and co-
founder, realized how important this was and wondered 
how we could get everybody in the tech community to 
learn this stuff, so she made it into a friendly competi-
tion,” Hudson said.

Teams are judged using a seven-page scoring checklist 
that awards points in four different categories. Basic ac-
cessibility and usability covers issues like correct spelling, 

by Mark Collins

non-PRoFIT - KnoWBILITY

Making the Web accessible to everyoneCloser
    Look 

A development team competes at AIR-Austin 2006.E x A M P L E S  o F  A cc E S S i b i L i T y: A LT  TA G S

Knowbility, Inc.
3925 W. braker Lane, 3rd Floor

305-0310
www.knowbility.org

An alt tag is added to a graphic to show alternate text when the 
image cannot be seen or for people using assistive technology. The 
alt tag describes the object or image meaning. According to Kim 
Hudson, the important part of accessibility is not only making sure 
all objects on a page have alt tags, but that the text is meaningful.

functioning links and a well-designed site map. Advanced 
Accessibility awards points for making plug-ins, video 
and audio more accessible.

The success of AIR has helped the event spread to other 
cities including Houston, San Antonio, San Francisco 
and Boston. In 2007, the 
top teams from Austin, San 
Antonio and Houston will 
compete the second week of 
November to see who has the 
most accessible city.

Knowbility also recently 
launched a “mystery shop-
ping” program to help 
national Web sites become 
more accessible. Knowbil-
ity hires local people with 
disabilities to go online and 
shop. Their shopping experi-
ence is then rated, and a re-
port is sent to the company.

The goal is not only to help 
retailers improve their online 
shopping experience and 
make it more accessible, but 

also to provide employment for people with disabilities.
So far, Knowbility has helped Travelocity, The Kennedy 

Center and Dell create more accessible sites, according to 
Hudson. Knowbility hopes that accessibility will one day 
be standard in Web development.

“An accessible Web site is the most usable Web site for 
everyone,” said Hudson.

For example, the code for the image at right would be:
<img src = “blackshirts.jpg” alt = “knowbility group in black shirts” >
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W. Braker Ln.

Knowbility, Inc.

MoPac

Call 866-877-4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.

A better CHOICE in business phone service.  

From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.
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SAVE!
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Far West Blvd.

360 Primo
9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 120
795-9292

Antonio’s Tex Mex
11835 Jollyville Road
257-2144

Austin Public Library –
Milwood Branch
12500 Amherst Drive
339-2355

Austin Public Library – 
Spicewood Springs Branch
8637 Spicewood Springs Road
974-3800

Capital Metro Pavillion Park 
& Ride
12400 Research Blvd.

Capital Metro Techridge Park 
& Ride
900 Center Ridge Drive

Dairy Queen
8300 Burnet Road 
454-7246

Garden Spot Café & Catering
9415 Burnet Road, Ste. 106
835-1985

Triumph Café
3808 Spicewood Springs Road
343-1875

Wally’s Burger
8107 Mesa Drive
345-7441

Alamo Drafthouse
13729 Research Blvd.
219-7800

Village Shopping Center
2700 W. Anderson Lane
451-8300

Chon Som
2013 Wells Branch Pkwy., Ste. 
109
989-5559

It’s a Grind
4005 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. A
833-5858

Kneaded Pleasures
3573 Far West Blvd.
527-0699

Little Woodrow’s
6301 W Parmer Lane
918-2337

Manuel’s
10201 Jollyville Road
345-1042

Schlotzsky’s Deli  
2545 West Anderson Lane
419-0031

Schlotzsky’s Deli
5105 Balcones Woods Drive
338-9494

Sherlock’s Baker Street Pub 
and Grill
9012 Research Blvd.
380-9443

Texadelphia
9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 140
338-1338

Texadelphia
7849 Shoal Creek Blvd.
454-3334

The Steeping Room
11410 Century Oaks Terrace
977-8337
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By maRk collins

When Northwest Austin residents leave their high-tech jobs, 
they need somewhere to log on with their laptops. These 
Northwest Austin locations offer free wireless Internet. In 
addition, the Outdoor Wireless Mesh Project partnership 
between the City of Austin and Cisco Systems brought wireless 
Internet to downtown Austin. Starting in the summer of 2006, 
coverage areas include Central Austin, portions of the east 
side, Zilker Park and Barton Springs. 

Anderson Mill Rd. 

Pond Springs Rd.
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J.J. Pickle
continued FRoM |1

ter towers, the laboratory researched the 
thermal effects on metals, helping to keep 
bridges and buildings safe. 

One of the first travelers to make it 
into space and back was a rhesus monkey 
trained on the campus. This December, the 
Advanced Computing Center hopes to un-
veil Ranger, the world’s fastest computer, in 
conjunction with Sun Microsystems. The 
project is funded by a $59 million grant 
from the National Science Foundation.
The departments

Seventeen departments call the campus 
home, and the clash of so many different 
fields account for the Myth Busters vibe of 
random experiments.

At the Center for Electromechanics, 
within the Pickle campus, much of the 
work focuses on energy storage, according 
to Charboneau. The school has done work 
with gyroscopes as a way to soften the mo-
tion of a stop. For example, the lurching 
motion passengers experience when a bus 
stops at a traffic light could be avoided by 
channeling the energy into a gyroscope. 
One of the school’s recent accomplishments 
is the creation of a new supercooled engine 
capable of a new level of energy use.

The University of Texas is the only school 
in the nation licensed to run a reactor since 
the accident at Three Mile Island. The 1.1 
megawatt reactor, rebuilt in 1989, is part 
of the University’s Nuclear Engineering 
Teaching Laboratory.

Many of the specimens at the Texas Nat-
ural History Museum, located on the Uni-
versity’s main campus, begin their preser-
vation at Pickle. When the ancient remains 
of the “Leanderthal” woman were found in 
Leander in 1982, they were brought to the 
Texas Archeological Research Laboratory 
to be studied.
Future development

Despite the campus’ prime location 
with The Domain being constructed next 
door and the pressure from the city’s plan-
ning and zoning department on behalf of 
the North Burnet/Gateway neighborhood 
plan, the university has no plans to sell or 
develop any more of the land. The univer-
sity’s main campus and J.J Pickle Campus 
are similar in size, but J.J. Pickle is only one 
tenth as built out, Charboneau said.

The university has allowed some land to 
be developed for commercial projects us-
ing long-term leases rather than selling the 

land. The Ross Dress for Less, Office Depot 
and Floor and Décor located along Braker 
Lane are on university land, as is the new 
Arbor Walk shopping center along MoPac. 
Simon signed a $130 million, 52-year lease 
with the university for the site.

In 1999, then-university president Larry 
Faulkner organized a committee headed 
by Charboneau to create a master plan for 
the campus. Planning firm Carter & Bur-
gess was hired for $1 million to help find 
a solution, and planners Ayers/Saint/Gross 

released renderings of J.J. Pickle with stu-
dent quads. This committee even left a spot 
at the J.J. Pickle campus for the George W. 
Bush Presidential Library, which the uni-
versity was bidding on at the time. The va-
cant land closest to Burnet Road was origi-
nally set aside to build University housing, 
but Charboneau said that the complication 
that kept them from building residential 
units then still persists today. 

“Without dependable transportation, 
the University can’t have lots of people liv-

ing here. The bus system is the only way 
for students to get from here to the main 
campus. At one point there was even talk of 
building an underground tunnel between 
the main campus.”

The eight-mile subway system’s $40 mil-
lion dollar price tag made the option unfea-
sible. The MetroRail, which begins running 
next year, will pass close by the campus be-
tween Metric Boulevard and Burnet Road, 
but real estate negotiations for the rail stop 
are still pending.

Microelectronics and Engineering Research Center
This semiconductor research facility, funded through the National 
Science Foundation, offers several clean rooms where graduate 
students in “bunny suits” work on integrated circuits. The Robotics 
Research group is also housed in this building, and receives funding 
to conduct research for NASA’s remote space operations.

Aardvark Sam’s Handy Helpers

Call Sam 971-7011 for a free estimate

Exterior – House painting, deck cleaning 
& staining, repairs, yard work, tree ser-
vice, masonry, and pressure washing.
 
Interior – Design, painting & drywall, 
plumbing, tile, floor work, commercial 
make ready’s, and improvements.
 
Restaurant & apartment maintenance – 
floor waxing, staining & sealing, repairs, 
and special events.

Complete Maintenance Service
Home & Business-Inside & Out

Applied Research Laboratory
This year, the laboratory received a $928 million contract 
to conduct research for the U.S. Navy. This money will 
go to projects such as artificial intelligence to identify 
terrorism trends, high resolution sonar and improved 
satellite GPS. Almost every piece of high-frequency, high-
resolution sonar equipment used by the Navy has either 
been developed or tested at this lab, according to the 
university.

Ferguson Engineering Lab
The mission of this lab is to improve the design and 
construction of bridges and buildings. The experiment 
above simulates a concrete slab used for a highway 
overpass. Slow movement is applied to it over the course 
of three months to simulate car movement over many 
years. The cracks are evaluated to see how the material 
or construction could be improved. Outside the lab is a 
bridge used to test the effect of pipe bomb explosions.

This lab is nationally 
recognized and is the largest 
repository for scientific 
samples, maps and photos 
in the state of Texas. This 
includes the climate-
controlled storage of more 
than 3,000 clay vessels, and 
a collection of bone, metal 
and stone artifacts. In the 
1990s, scientists from this 
department explored the 
Wilson-Leonard site in 
Leander, leading to 
the discovery of the 
11,000-year-old 
“Leanderthal” 
woman.
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With Experience Comes

Excellent URESULTS

— Your Neighborhood Realtor

512.496.9993

Jan Wells
30 Years Experience

Jan@TurnquistPartners.com  www.turnquistpartners.com

Candy Buzan
Loan Officer

c b u z a n @ p r i m e l e n d i n g . c o m  
h t t p : / / c a n d y b u z a n . p r i m e l e n d i n g . c o m /

512.238.7888

7111 Chimney Corners

Take  advantage of 
Austin’s market, 

Now is the time 
to downsize.

Call for information on 
the Capital Gains Law.
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Historical  
Impact

By kaRen R. thompson

Veteran celebrates World War II monument

(above) Lawrence Warren aboard the USS 
Enterprise aircraft carrier (pictured below in 
today’s condition.) (right) The World War II 
monument at the Texas state capitol.

On Aug.15, 2007, a long overdue, 17-foot 
granite monument to honor Texas’ World War 
II service was dedicated at the Capital in Austin. 
Lawrence “Peanut” Warren is among the 180,000 
living Texas veterans and was proud to attend the 
ceremony. 

He also enjoys attending reunions of the USS 
Enterprise, the aircraft carrier he served on as a 
battery officer of a 40 mm gun during the war. 
The Enterprise was the most decorated ship of 
WWII, and the only non-British ship to receive 
the Royal British Admiralty Pennant.

Lawrence, now 85 and living in Georgetown, 
is a grandson of James Riley and Mary Martha 
Warren, who traveled from Kentucky in 1886 to 
settle in Texas. James first ran a gin in Leander, 
but later opened a store at the Rutledge railroad 
stop near Pond Springs. It was a true country 
store. That also helped to feed the Warren’s 
15 children. Two of their daughters, Martha 
(McNeese) and Kate (Dearing) became school 
teachers, teaching at Pond Springs and Merrell-
town Schools. 

Lawrence’s parents were William Colin 
“Doc” and Cora Agnes Warren. They had three 
daughters and six sons, three of whom fought in 
WWII. 

The oldest of the three, William Horace, 
served in Gen. George Patton’s third army. He 
served for four years and received the European-
African Middle Easter Campaign Medal with 

three bronze stars. He survived the war only to 
be killed in 1946 in an automobile accident in 
Round Rock. 

Glenn, who is now 82 and lives in Round 
Rock, was an Army Air Force aviation engineer 
and served in New Zealand, Australia, India, 
Egypt and Libya. 

Lawrence was in a movie theatre in Big Spring, 
Texas, working for the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, the organization established by President 
Franklin Roosevelt during the Depression to 
give work to unemployed men, when he heard 
the news that the Japanese had bombed Pearl 
Harbor. 

He says that he joined the Navy and told his 
boss that he would need two weeks off because 
he thought that it would take that long to “whip 
‘em.” 

Bud Wilkinson, the successful Oklahoma 
University football coach of the ‘50s and 
‘60s, was Lawrence’s hangar deck offi-
cer. George Sauer, Baylor University 
football coach from 1950-1955, was his 
flight deck officer.

Lawrence survived 18 major battles 
aboard the Enterprise, including the 
battles of Midway, Guadacanal, Santa 
Cruz and Iwo Jima. The ship took 
five direct bombing hits at Guadacanal, 
where he says he felt extremely lucky to 
have been spared injury or death during the 
battle. 

Bad to the meticulously engineered bone. 
The all-new 2008 C-Class.

Why did we road-test the all-new C-Class the 
equivalent of 600 times around the world, 14 million 
miles? Why did we redline its 3.0-liter V-6 engine 
for over 30,000 miles? And why did we equip it with 
a lowered, sport-tuned suspension, AMG bodystyl-
ing and 17” staggered-width alloy wheels, all stan-
dard? Because we promised you a Mercedes-Benz. 
Test-drive the powerful new C-Class today.

THE ALL-NEW 2008 
C-CLASS STARTING AT

Unlike any other.

of Austin

Call us today to schedule a VIP appointment: 1-800-230-1680 www.mbofaustin.com

$31,975
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Enjoy High 
Yields, Liquidity 

& Security

Introducing UFCU’s Money Market Premium Account.

- $25,000 minimum to open 
- Earn up to 4.25% APY* 

To learn more stop by your nearest UFCU branch or visit ufcu.org.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. $25,000 minimum deposit of new money
required. Not valid on transfers. Membership eligibility required.
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Hillcrest Baptist Church
3838 Steck Ave. 

Austin, Tx 78759
512-345-3771

HILLCREST
WWW.HILLCRESTAUSTIN.ORG

A 
pla

ce t
o fi nd and follow Jesus together.

Sunday service times: 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Your Home Sold in under 89 days
At a price acceptable to you

GUARANTEED
or I will buy it myself.

For more information call 1-888-454-5219 ext 1072
for a recorded message.

(512) 797.0626 direct
(512) 328.0404 fax
brad@�ndyourcommunity.com 

Brad Brown

Activities include: Trick or Treat Path with 
friendly costume characters; carnival games 
that include haunted fish pond, bat toss, 
pumpkin jump and much more. Admission 
is $2 per child plus 25 cents per carnival 
ticket.

Halloween Skating Exhibition
Oct. 26, 5-7 p.m.
Chapparal Ice
14200 IH 35
Skaters show off their favorite tricks in 
anything-goes crazy, funny and goofy 
routines followed by a free skate period.

Halloween Spooktacular
Oct. 27, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Northwest YMCA
5807 McNeil Drive
335-9622
Halloween celebration open to YMCA 
members and the public with a trick-or-treat 
trail and refreshments.

Main Event
Family and Friends Fright Night
Oct. 31, 5-8 p.m.
13301 US 183
401-0000
Main Event will be offering special deals on 
bowling and pizza packages, along with 
costume contests and drink specials on 
Halloween-themed drinks, such as Voo Doo 
Daiquiris. 

Ghoul River
Oct. 26, 6 p.m.-close
Cool River Café
4001 Parmer Lane
835-0010
Contestants can cash in with their costumes 
at Cool River in the costume contest, with a 
first prize of $1,000. Radio station Mix 94.7 
will be on hand along with live music from 
the Newsboyz. The cost is$5 with costume, 
$10 without.

Fall Harvest festival
Oct. 28, 5-8 p.m.
North Park YMCA
9616 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 130
973-9622
Free and open to YMCA members and 
the public alike, this event will feature a 
moonwalk, games and hotdogs. Costumes 

are encouraged.

Gingerbread House workshop
Nov. 24, 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Nov. 25, 12:30 p.m.
Nov. 30, 3:30 p.m.
Austin Children’s Museum
201 Colorado St.
472-2499
Parents and children can sign up for fun 
building and decorating a gingerbread 
house. Classes are $33 for non-members 
and include museum admission or $23 for a 
take-home kit.

 
Wines For the Turkey Table
Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
Whole Foods
9607 Research Blvd
345-5003
Learn about and sample wines that work 
best with traditional Thanksgiving dishes. 
Includes Beaujolis Nouvau, a rare wine 
released only on the third Thursday in 
November. $20 per person.

Pond Springs Fall Festival
Nov. 3, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Pond Springs Elementary School
7825 Elkhorn Mountain Trail
335-3334
The whole Northwest Austin community 
is invited to this fall celebration featuring 
a petting zoo, moonwalk, lollipop tree and 
cake wheel. Tickets will be sold at the door.

Great Hills Baptist Fall Fest
Nov. 26, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Great Hills Baptist Church
10500 Jollyville Road
343-7763
Held in the parking lot of the church, the Fall 
Fest features carnival rides from Three Ring 
Service, food and game booths. The general 
public is invited and admission is free.

Thanksgiving catering and food
Eat Out In
346-9990
www.eatoutin.com
This service caters and delivers food from 
chain and local restaurants in Austin 
including Just Desserts, Manuels, Threadgills 
and North by Northwest. For full lists of 
available restaurants in each zip code visit 
the Eat Out In website.

Honey Baked Ham
9029 Research Blvd., Ste. 900
835-7925

Fall Holiday GuideFall Holiday Guide
Costume Shops

Spirit Halloween Stores
www.spirithalloween.com
• 9333 Research Blvd.
  512-795-5015
• 12901 N. IH 35
  512-990-3574

Party City of Austin
9333 Research Blvd., Ste. 100
343-0300

Party Pig
11150 Research Blvd.
343-8181

Goodwill
• 13717 Burnet Road, Wells Branch Market
   248-0004
• 8965 Research Blvd.
   832-0004
• 13096 US 183
  258-5898

Halloween Trick or Treat Path & Carnival
Oct. 26, 6-8 p.m.
Northwest Recreation Center
2913 Northland Drive
Toddler – 8 years
$2 per child/adults free
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Neighborhood
         Dining

tacodeli

Tacodeli
12001 burnet Rd Ste. A 

(512) 339-1700
www.tacodeli.com

When you think of a deli, two things come to mind: 
freshness and sandwiches. Tacodeli doesn’t offer sand-
wiches, but I can promise you that with made-while-you-
wait tacos, they have no lack of freshness.

Tacodeli boasts a menu with such variety that it might 
take a couple of mornings to even get halfway through it 
- including Frontera, Adobados, Picadillo, Loco, Shrimp, 
Steak, Scallop, Cowboy, Fish and Veggie Tacos. In addi-
tion to the tacos, they offer various tortas, soups, stuffed 
wraps and salads. 

The décor is unique.  Outside are several tables for 
fresh-air dining.  Inside are tables with stools and one 
long metal communal table, where strangers can meet. 
The hardest part of the experience is deciding on what to 
order; the rest is fast and friendly.  Orders are taken at the 
bar and you sit to wait for your meal to be delivered.  

I ordered the Grilled Steak Wrap ($6.25) with jalapeno 
ranch sauce on the side. The grilled steak is rolled in a 
10-inch tortilla with lettuce, tomato, onion and cheese. 
The meat was tasty and the fresh vegetables with the 
ranch sauce were a true treat. Vickie ordered the Scallop 
Tacos ($3.25), a Thursday Special. The scallops were fresh, 
grilled and deliciously wrapped in two corn tortillas. 

I sat down to visit with manager Joel Fried, and he 

related the history of the restaurant from the small begin-
nings of its south Austin sister. Owners Roberto Espinosa 
and Eric Wilkerson opened the South location eight years 
ago.  

Roberto, a native of Mexico City, grew up in Harlingen. 
The recipes come from his mom and from his work at the 
Hotel Gran Turismo in the Yucatan. The north location 
opened a little over two years ago with Joel at the helm. 
As Joel and I visited, one of the patrons leaned over and 
asked if I was Joel’s boss.  When I told him we were there 
to spotlight the restaurant, he responded  “well, if you had 
been, I just wanted you to know that Joel is the best waiter 
I’ve ever had.” Great timing, huh?  

There are two things that need mentioning. First, they 
are only open for breakfast and lunch. Second, while their 
address says Burnet Road, it might be easier to say that it 
is on the MoPac frontage road going north between the 
Burnet Road exit and Waters Park. 

There are no shortage of taco stands, taquerias, or 
drive-through Mexican restaurants in Northwest Austin 
(or anywhere in Austin for that matter), but when you’re 
trying to think of a place for breakfast or lunch and you’re 
going over the same old places, remember Tacodeli.

by Pitt Garrett

Fast, friendly and fresh Mexican food

Tacodeli serves up breakfast in north Austin.

The ARC Advantage

For more information visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or call ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

ARC Locations
Northwest Austin

For Appointments Call:
ARC Anderson Mill: 250-5571

ARC Northwest Hills: 349-2588

ARC Seton Northwest: 338-8181

ARC Quarry Lake: 338-8388

ARC Far West: 346-6611

Accessible -- Reliable --  Convenient

The Tacodeli trophy case
Austin Chronicle Restaurant Poll, 2007

Critic’s choice for best ceviche
Reader’s choice for runner up best tacos

Austin Chronicle Best of Austin, 2006
Critic’s choice for best taco lunch

Austin360.com, 2007
Best breakfast taco

Texas Monthly 
Cowboy Taco won “The 63 tacos  
you must eat before you die.” Tacodeli
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MoPac
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Mike Martinez, Austin City Council Member

Family:  One son, age 9
Education:  Austin Community College, Temple College, 
University of Texas LBJ School of Public Affairs 
contact: Mike. Martinez@ci.austin.tx.us

Q. How did you go from the fire department to the city 
council?
A. In my years at the Austin Fire Department, I was 
in a lot of leadership roles as our human resources 
director, political action committee chair and president 
of the Austin Firefighters Association. It gave me a good 
idea of the day-to-day issues of the city and got me 
intricately involved in state and federal government. 
When city council member Alvarez resigned, he and 
many others approached me asking if I would be 
interested in his place. I never wanted to resign from my 
position with the fire department, and it took a lot of 
soul searching. It was a leap of faith, and a way to take 
my public service to the next step.

Q.  What surprised you most about the job?
A. How little staff we have, and how little they get 
paid.

Q. What are you best at as a city council member? 
A.  Being honest and open. It’s best to be honest up 
front. People appreciate it more. I’d rather someone tell 
me they are opposed to an issue than to placate me. I 
can respect someone who doesn’t agree with me. I’m 
just a very ‘what you see is what you get’ type of person.
Most times you know how I will vote before I do it.

Q. What’s been one of the most interesting things you’ve 
been able to do as a city council member?
A. There was talk of putting a landfill in eastern Travis 
County, and people were opposed to the location. A 
man from Webberville wanted us to see how close the 
site was to the river and to subdivisions. He owned a 
helicopter, and so he offered to fly us over Travis County 
to look at it. He picked us up right across from City 
Hall at Auditorium Shores. You can see power point 
presentations and maps, but to fly over and see the 
proximity of the Colorado River and neighborhoods 
was a very impactful way of seeing the situation.

Q. What do you like most about Austin government?
A. The way the community feels it is truly a part of the 
government. Austin has a very smart electorate, we’re 
not going to be able to pull the wool over their eyes.

Q. do people recognize you when you are out?
A. The other day I was on the Dillo (Capital Metro bus) 
getting around town and the guy across the aisle kept 
staring at me. He even said ‘I swear I know you from 
somewhere’ and I just shook my head and said ‘I don’t 
know.’ The minute someone recognizes you, they’re 
ready to tell you about an issue with the city. I bet he 
would have told me how long he stood at that bus stop 
and funding for Capital Metro.

Mike Martinez started his career putting out fires and he still does today. Although 
the fires he puts out now are fueled more by politics than by wood, they still put 
the heat on him. This Place 2 Austin City Council member is often thought of 

as the east Austin member because it is where he worked as a firefighter, but he reminds 
Austinites that the city council is still elected at large. He’s encouraging the city to 
reevaluate this representation and look at dividing the city into city council districts.

6411 N. Lamar Blvd. Austin, TX 
1180 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX

A Special Gift to Our Members: 
Merry Money Loans

To show our member appreciation and to help with the upcoming 
holiday season we’re offering Merry Money Loans from 

October 1 to December 31, 2007. Members may apply for a 
Merry Money Loan for up to $1,200 at a rate of 10.9% APR*. 
For more information or to apply visit www.gtfcu.org or call 

(512) 458-2558 ext. 1002. 

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Minimum loan amount is $200. Approximate payments are based on a calculation of $11 for each 
$100 borrowed. Members may apply for only one Merry Money Loan per holiday season. Membership required. 

732-2211 ext. 5
9041 Research Blvd. Suite 240
(Hwy 183 at Burnet Rd., above Black-Eyed Pea)
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