
borhood planning process to take input 
from residents and developers in creating 
zoning, land use maps and building stan-
dards. The neighborhood plan is then re-
viewed by the planning commission and 
adopted by the city council as an amend-
ment to the city plan.

The planning for the North Burnet/Gate-
way neighborhood, technically two neigh-
borhoods lumped together, began in Feb-
ruary 2002. For most neighborhood plans, 
the process is small and starts with com-
munity input and ends with simple zoning. 
For North Burnet/Gateway, the planning 
and zoning department saw the unique 
public transit, land and road features of the 
area and decided to do something bigger. 
They hired a consulting firm to look at the 
viability of the neighborhood being rede-
veloped to shoulder Austin’s growth.

This neighborhood is larger than any 
other in the city, but besides simply size and 
transportation access, planning and zoning 
has a number of reasons it has chosen this 
area for what one consultant calls a “second 
downtown.”
All the right elements

The North Burnet/Gateway neighbor-
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New zoning increases density
North Austin neighborhood target of growth
by Rachel youens

CONTINUED ON |14

In the next 20 years, the Austin popula-
tion will nearly double in size, and those 1.5 
million people are all going to need a place 
to live. Since the Austin city limits aren’t 
getting any bigger, city officials recognize 
their only choices are to grow taller and 
denser, and their eyes are set on Northwest 
Austin for a bold style of zoning that could 
put 20-story buildings along the streets you 
drive every day.

This 2,300 square acre area, known as 
the North Burnet/Gateway Neighborhood 
Planning Area, is bordered by Metric Bou-
levard to the east, MoPac to the west and 
US 183 to the south. 

“The North Burnet/Gateway neighbor-
hood is a huge area the size of downtown, 
the state office complex and UT planning 
areas combined,” Planning and Zoning Di-
rector Molly Scarbrough said. “It’s also an 
area where two rail lines come into pretty 
close proximity, half a mile to a mile of one 
another. There are really only two other ar-
eas in Austin where that happens.”
Neighborhood planning

Since 1996, the city has used the neigh-
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Austin City Council strives to 
represent growing city 
by chRisti snow

In contrast to most major cities in the U.S., Austin City 
Council members are elected at-large, meaning they repre-
sent all Austin residents rather than a specific district. 

This spring, council member Mike Martinez suggested 
it is time to revamp the election structure, possibly to a 
district system, to ensure regional areas receive equal rep-
resentation. 

“Austin is a large metropolitan area with different demo-
graphics,” he said. “We used to have this urban core that 
received the most attention, but now areas like Northwest 
Austin are really coming into their own.” 

Council structure
Each of the seven members of the council, including the 

mayor, serves a three-year term, staggered in rotating elec-
tions and can serve two terms in one place. With a council-
manager form of government, the council appoints a city 
manager to oversee city administration.

During their tenure, the council members define the 
budget, determine policies and administration priorities 
and infrastructure within their jurisdiction. 

In practical terms, that translates into everything from 
zoning land for development guidelines to planning for 
water treatment. 

At Martinez’s initiative, his colleagues supported a char-
ter revision commission that will study alternative repre-
sentative options, such as a district system, or a hybrid of 
a district system, which might include council members 

hood uses the term “neighborhood” lightly. 
The area holds commercial developments 
such as the Arboretum and Gateway shop-
ping centers, and industrial areas like IBM 
and UT’s Pickle Research campus, but no 
single-family residences, only apartments.

The 2000 census showed 4,800 residents, 
an extremely low population density com-
pared to other neighborhoods such as the 
North Austin Civic Association neighbor-

hood, the one closest to North Burnet/ 
Gateway,  with 22,000 residents. This means 
development there is less likely to disturb 
existing homeowners.

The bulk of North Burnet/Gateway also 
lies just outside the Edwards Aquifer Re-
charge zone, making it less environmen-
tally sensitive. For a well developed area, 
this neighborhood still has a large amount 

Pages 16-17
Community Corridor

“I have a strong 
personal interest. 
I love living in 
Northwest Austin. 
I want to make 
sure it stays a 
great place to live. 
Particularly as a 
father of a three-
year-old, I have a 
stake in Northwest 
Austin.”

City Council: Commitment to the area
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When the 183A Toll and Toll 45 opened, the door opened for new development 
opportunities.   Residential, road projects, retail and office space developments 
continue to sprout up along this corridor.  

Community  
Corridors

US 183: Toll 45/RM 620 to Anderson Mill Road

Commerical Property

Residential Real Estate

Parks and Recreation

C1

     Arboretum Park
• Arboretum Park is an 18,000 sq. ft. (Building 1 - 2,500 sq. ft., Building 2 - 7,000 

sq. ft., Building 3 - 8,500 sq. 
ft.) high-profile, mixed-use 
office and retail project, with 
an outstanding location in the 
highly desired and booming 
Northwest Austin corridor.

C2

R1          Cottages at Lake Creek

Transportation Update
     Anderson Mill
Construction to expand the two lane road from 
RM 620 to Spicewood Parkway into a four lane 
road with a left turn only.   
Projected completion:  April 2008

T1

     Lake Creek Parkway
The city is currently awaiting their permit to 
begin working on phases 3 & 4 of a proposed 48” 
waterline along Lake Creek Pkwy. 
The Site Plan expires in three years.  This means 
that within three years, the city still has to obtain 
all their permits for construction.
Phase 3 runs approximately 3,500 feet from the 
intersection of Lake Creek Parkway and Pecan Park 
Boulevard to the north side of RR 620.  
Phase 4 continues an additional 4,400 feet to the 
south side of Lakeline Boulevard.

T2

     Pond Springs Rd (US 183 to McNeil Rd)
Length: 2.0 miles
Estimated County Cost: $6.2 million
Description: Upgrade of existing facility to a 3-lane 
urban section with center turn lane, and a 6-ft. 
sidewalk on one side.
Comments: Project is located within Austin city 
limits.  No design work has been completed to 
date. 

T3

     Park at Aspen Lake
• Project name: Park at Aspen Lake

The first phase calls for a 4-story, 210,720 sq. ft. office building, and will 
take approximately 12 months to complete. The second phase, slated to 
begin in the next six months, entails a 6-story, 316,000-sq.-ft. office building. 
Subsequent office phases will bring the total amount of office space up to 
1.79 million sq. ft.  Build-out is expected to take a total of five to seven years.

• Existing size: 173,933 sq. 
ft.

• Planned addition: 1.61 
million sq. ft., including 4 
office buildings and 5 

  parking garages, a park 
and a lake

• Timeline: Construction 
begins March 10 and will 
take about 5-7 years to 
complete

     Presidio
• Transwestern Retail has aquired 128 acres for a mixed-use development 
project at the corner of Lake Creek Pkwy and Toll 45.

     Walden Park
• 25 acres along the northeast side North Lake Creek Pkwy slated for Banks, 
Restaurants, and retail development

• The southeast corner (9 acres) was sold to a multi-family development

• The west side was sold to Direct Development

C3

C4

     Lake Creek Trails
• Will run through southwest Williamson County along Lake Creek connecting 
Parmer Lane to Broadmeade Avenue

• 1.5 miles of trail will connect neighborhoods, schools and a sports complex

• The project includes one free-span pedestrian bridge, two low water 
crossings, a trailhead with 20 parking spaces and park benches situated on 13 
acres.

      Value Place Extended Stay Hotel
• Plans are underway for a new Value Place extended stay hotel at 13689 N. 
Research Blvd. Efficient in pricing and staffing, a Value Place hotel can operate 
with as few as 4 full-time equivalent employees.  www.myvalueplace.com

     Crossings at Lakeline
In May 2007 Carter & Burgess will begin construction on Phase I of 240,000 
sq. ft. of office space that will be called Crossings at Lakeline. Located at 
the southeast corner of Lakeline Blvd. and N. Lake Creek Pkwy., expected 
completion date is 2010.

The Cottages at Lake Creek- 13604 Coldwell Drive

Ash Creek Homes

Phase 3 to be completed by October 2007

Phase 4 to be completed by January 2008

Seventy-three Craftsman-style bungalow homes 
on 10 acres in a forest of mature trees.

Based on the look and feel of Austin’s beloved old 
neighborhoods of Hyde Park, Rosedale, Bryker 
Woods and Clarksville.  

Call 328-2122  or visit www.ashcreekinc.com

R2      Arboretum Park
Arboretum Park- 9707 Anderson Mill Road

Ash Creek Homes

Final Plans on the garden homes that will be built 
at Arboretum Park are not yet complete, but they 
will be located behind the mixed-use office and 
retail project.  The garden homes will be detached 
from one another and the plans are to keep most 
of the trees on the property and build around 
them.

•    Family friendly
•    Lake view and cardio theater
•    Free childcare
•    Free fitness center orientation 
•    30ft. Climbing rock wall
•    State of  the art Cybex & Precor
•    Group exercise classes
•    Basketball Gym
•    Private Showers

www.thequarries.org

So fun your kids won’t want to leave!

All Inclusive Summer Day Camps:
•    Free T-shirt
•    End of  Camp Reward
•    Lunch & Snacks each day
•    K-6th Grade
• 30ft. Climbing rock wall
•    On-line Registration
•    10 Weeks of  Camp
•    Exciting age appropriate games and activities 

Kids Camp!Kids Camp!

Quarries
The

11400 North Mopac Expressway, Austin, TX 78759 • 512-241-0233
Ministry of  Hyde Park Baptist Church

Fun

Family

Fellowship

Fitness

Fitness Center!Fitness Center!
Building better bodies from the 
inside out!

Braker Lane

The Domain

The Quarries MoPac

Promotion Membership rates of  $30-single/ $50-family per month by bringing this ad to our facility!
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The future of North Burnet Road

photo illustration by rachel youens

–Brewster McCracken
City Council Place 5

Zoning, as part of a new neighborhood 
plan, could bring high-rise development along 

Burnet Road and Longhorn Boulevard, as illustrated here.

See p.15 for a full look at the North Burnet/Gateway plan

Exclusive look at development along US 183 from Toll 
45/RM 620 to Anderson MIll Road 
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The ARC Advantage

ARC Cedar Park: 259-3467
ARC Far West: 346-6611
ARC Brodie Lane: 282-8967
Please be prepared to wait, or call ahead for an appointment. 
Appointments are available for other days and times. Patients 
must bring health insurance information and an updated shot 
record in order to be seen. 
ARC accepts most insurance plans and offers discounts for cash-paying 
patients at the time of the visit.

Visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or call ARC-INFO (272-4636) 
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Concordia University at Austin closed April 13 on the 
sale of its current 23-acre campus located just north of 
downtown on IH 35 and the purchase of its future home, a 
389-acre property in North Austin.

 Concordia sold the current campus to local develop-
ers East Avenue LP. The university purchased the new 
site—originally developed by Schlumberger in 1987—from 
the Lionstone Group. After 80 years in its present location, 
Concordia will move in 2008 from its current campus to 
the new location. Fall 2008 classes will be held on the new 
campus.

 “This is the beginning of an exciting new chapter in 
Concordia’s history,” Tom Cedel, president of Concordia 
University at Austin, said. “It’s always bittersweet to end an era, but in this case, that 
ending is the springboard to a very bright future.”

Concordia closes sale on north Austin location

The only constant is change

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Construction will break ground later this year on a 650,000 sq. ft. office park along 
Parmer Lane and Rio Vista Circle. The Riata Vista Business Park is a joint development 
between McShane Corporation and MetLife Real Estate and is located on 36.82 acres of 
land purchased from Sun Microsystems in February. The site was selected for its prox-
imity to Austin’s central business district, according to the McShane Corp., and because 
of its desirable location within an established area of the technology corridor. Apple 
Computers’ Austin office will be one of the complex’s neighbors.

The new office development can accommodate up to four separate office buildings 
and also allows for additional development of mixed-use components such as retail, 
banks and restaurants. The new development is conveniently located in the northwest 
submarket with easy access to the MoPac Expressway and US 183.  The McShane/
MetLife alliance plans to break ground on the first office building development later this 
year. For additional information on leasing, call 684-3800.

Office complex to break ground in Riata Vista

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

  So now there’s every reason 

to

...freedom 

...adventure 

...and the thrill of 

a shrewd, timely, 

money-saving

move.

follow
the

dream...

Score a new Sportster®

for

 payments 
as low as

$99
per month*

*Offer valid on new, previously untitled 2006 and 2007 model Sportster® 883 and 1200 motorcycles financed through Eaglemark Savings Bank (ESB), a subsidary of Harley-Davidson Credit Corp., subject to ESB credit approval.  Monthly payments increase begin-
ning in year four. For example, a 2007 Sportster® 883L motorcycle with a $6,995 MSRP, no down payment , a 72-month repayment term and 9.89% APR, would result in 36 monthly payments of $99 followed by 36 montly payments of $169.73; a 2007 Sportster® 
1200C motorcycle with a $9,965 MSRP, no down payment, a 72-month repayment term and 9.89% APR, would result in 36 monthly payments of $125 followed by 36 monthly payments of $251.66, APR and monthly payments may vary and are based on evaluation 
of applicant’s credit.  Buyer pays tax, title, registration, license and document preparation charges. Other terms, conditions, and limitations apply - see Dealer for details.  Delivery must be taken by 7-31-07. 

www.CentralTexasHarley.com

512-973-8521

Revitalization and change are key to busi-
nesses growth.  A city’s growth is no dif-
ferent, and Austin remains one the fastest 
growing cities in the U.S. because of its abil-
ity to deal with revitalization and change.  It 
might be hard to imagine Austin’s current 
population doubling, but that is what is 
predicted.  The city officials are actively 
preparing for this growth.  

I recently attended the North Burnet/
Gateway Draft Plan Public Meeting held at 
the ACC Northridge Campus.  Nearly 200 
people showed up on a Saturday morning 
to hear the city’s proposal on how it plans to 
change the landscape of Northwest Austin 
forever.  Emotions and passions ran high, 
and it was evident that this proposed plan 
will affect many business owners and citi-
zens.  Mayor Wynn has referred to this area 
as another downtown and with 20-story 
high rises being proposed, that is exactly 

what it will become.  
This issue marks the introduction of our 

new feature, Community Corridors which 
provides a detailed look at future land use, 
transportation projects, residential growth, 
commercial projects and history of US 183. 
As a child in the early ‘80s, I remember 
sitting in the lobby of The Bank of The Hills 
waiting as my father conducted business 
regarding his video arcade, Smitty’s.  That 
was over 20 years ago and now there is a 
commercial project, The Park at Aspen 
Lake, that poises to change the face of that 
building as well as the 183 corridor from 
Anderson Mill to 620.  

The revitalization and continued growth 
of Northwest Austin has caused the city 
council to take note of its importance. Even 
though none of the city council members 
live within our distribution area, they are 
recognizing the area’s value to the city’s 
quality of life. With the upcoming election 
May 12, voters are asked to respond to an 
oversight by the legislature and correct a 
change in the school property tax. A strong 
turnout for this and the school board elec-
tions shows the city that the Northwest 
Austin vote does count.  

Concordia University’s new campus
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First National Bank
First National Bank will celebrate the grand opening 
of their newest location at the beginning of May at 
1801 W. Parmer Lane at the intersection of Metric 
Boulevard and Parmer Lane. For more information, 
visit www.webfnb.com.

78750

Spicewood Springs Rd.

1 

2

Bluffstone

Wells Branch

Sports Fields Get Facelift
Town and County Optimist Club is concluding a five 
year replacement and expansion of the T&C Sports 
Complex facilities. The $1.5 million-plus construction 
projects provide families with an increase of 700 paved 
parking spots, two new restrooms, three new concession 
buildings, and new creek crossings for improved access. 
Also, lighting is added to four more fields. T&C will 
now shift its focus to refurbishing existing facilities. 
Improvements are planned to include existing lighting 
and fencing, improved fan seating/access, painting, and 
the resurfacing of parking areas. These improvements 
will unfold over the next three to four years. For more 
information, call 331-0438.

Exercise Equipment Store Expands
Located in Braker Village at the Southeast corner of Braker 
Lane and Research Boulevard, Fitness in Motion is taking 
over the 3,600 sq. ft. left open after Eyemasters moved to 
the Arbor Walk.  Construction on the expansion began 
in mid-April with a tentative June 1 move-in date.  The 
expansion will leave 2,000 sq. ft. available for lease.  For 
more information, call SC Companies at 214-343-4477 or 
visit www.sccompanies.net.

Former Home Depot Replaced 
Target will replace the former Home Depot at 10107 
Research Blvd. at the corner of Great Hills Trail.  
Endeavor Real Estate is overseeing the conversion and 
was not available to comment on an opening date.

Gelato shop at Anderson Arbor
Piccomolo Ice Cream will be opening its first Austin 
store at the Anderson Arbor shopping center at 
Anderson Mill Road and Research Boulevard on 
April 27. This Italian gelato chain was founded by 
UT students, and although the company has shops 
around the nation this is their first Austin location. 
For more information, visit www.piccomolo.com.

10

4

10 

M
et

ric
 B

lvd
.6

2

8

1 

5  

9

9

3

Arbor Walk Fills In 
Stores continue to fill the Arbor Walk shopping 
center at 10515 N. MoPac. The newest additions 
include Alfred Angelo and Avenue. Alfred Angelo 
is a bridal store that opened March 23. For more 
information call 342-2432. Avenue, a plus size 
clothing store, is set to open at the end of April.

Spicewood Springs Rd.The Market at Wells Branch
Aiming for a summer opening, Dollar General Market 
will open at 13801 N. MoPac Expressway at the corner of 
Wells Branch and MoPac in the old Albertson’s grocery 
store.  Dollar General Market carries everything their 
traditional stores carry, as well as an expanded food section 
including fresh produce and meat.  Visit the store online 
at www.dollargeneral.com or call 615-855-4000 for more 
information.

National American University, a comprehensive technical 
and professional institution, will take over 20,000 sq. ft. of 
classroom space in the Market at Wells Branch. National 
American University prepares students for careers in 
health care, business and business-related fields. Visit the 
university online at www.national.edu or call 312-263-0456 
for more information.

New Deli Supports Charity
The Spicy Pickle deli will hold its grand opening April 
28 at the northeast corner of US 183 and Lakeline 
Mall Dr. The charity event will benefit the Pulmonary 
Hypertension Association with 25 percent of all sales 
going toward the organization. For more information, 
call 636-6725.

5

Discount Shoe Chain Opens
Shoe Pavilion is opening its first Austin store at the 
former Border’s Books building at 10225 Research Blvd. 
Shoe Pavilion is the leading retailer of off-price designer 
and name brand shoes for men and women. For more 
information, call 415-834-0146 or visit them online at 
www.shoepavilion.com.

New Starbucks Up in The Air
There is a proposal for a Starbucks to move into the long 
abandoned Exxon station at the northeast corner of Mopac 
and Wells Branch.  Developer John Lewis said that at the 
last minute Starbucks was reviewing plans again because 
they feel the proposed location is not on the “going to 
work” side of the street and that the area would not support 
a Starbucks.  Send inquires or feedback to John Lewis at 
lewis@austin.rr.com.  

7

Sushi in the Arboretum
Bambu Sushi is set to move into the vacant Dan 
McKlusky’s in the Arboretum. Situated between Serrano’s 
and TGI Friday’s, Bambu Sushi is anticipated to open this 
June.

4  
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Lakeline Mall Dr.
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Stock # 7G227116

‘07 3/4  Ton Silverado
$35,185 +TT&L

Stock # 7F148437

MSRP  $45,272
REBATE        -3,000

42,272
Henna Discount   -7,087

$35,185 +TT&L

‘07 Z71 4x4 Chevrolet Suburban
$44,900

+TT&L

MSRP   $53,080
REBATE       -2, 000

51,080
Henna Discount   -6,180

$44,900

‘07 1/2 Ton LTZ Silverado
$35,700

Stock # 71512350

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.  NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY.

HENNA
...GUARANTEED!
        WILL BEAT ANY PRICE
IN TEXAS ON A NEW CHEVY

WE WANT YOUR CHEVY!
WE’LL PAY ABOVE MARKET VALUE FOR YOUR TRADE!

  www.HENNA.com
8805 North IH-35

512-832-1888

THE ALL NEW REDESIGNED
2007 CHEVY TAHOE...

IN STOCK NOW!

HENNA CHEVROLET COUPON

$500
ACCESSORIES

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY NEW vEHICLE. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME
OF SALE.  SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.  NOT vALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

COUPON ExPIRES 5/25/07

...Serving Central Texas for more than 70 years!

FREE
MAINTENANCE

HENNA CHEVROLET COUPON

3 YEAR • 36,000 MILE

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY NEW vEHICLE. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME
OF SALE.  SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.  NOT vALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

COUPON ExPIRES 5/25/07

HENNA CHEVROLET COUPON

FREE
DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SALE. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.
 COUPON ExPIRES 5/25/07

MSRP  $41,143
REBATE        -500

40,643
-1,000
-3,943

$35,700 +TT&L

Trade ‘99 or Newer
Good through 4/14/07

Henna Discount

Rebate
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 Heroes & Legacies

Smoke shop introduces Austin to cigar culture
by Rachel youens

In the eyes of owner Richard Hutcheson, 
Heroes & Legacies offers more than just cigars. 
Its most important product is something he can’t 
even stick a price tag on: camaraderie.

The Heroes & Legacies smoke shop has been 
a staple in the Arboretum for 10 years selling 
tobacco, pipes and other goods. The store’s mem-
bership group has become a place to network 
for many north Austin residents, and Hutcheson 
preaches cigars as though they were a religion.

“Tobacco is a very historical business. Colum-
bus took tobacco back to Europe and that’s how 
the industry was started,” Hutcheson said. “I 
know a lot of the retailers that make the cigars. I 
traveled to Honduras last spring and will travel 
to the Dominican Republic this year to see new 
techniques and new varieties.”

Nearly half the store is made up of the Havana 
lounge, which is decorated like the ultimate den 
with leather couches, thick wooden poker tables, 
a humidor and wireless internet. Those who pur-
chase a membership are invited to come to the 
lounge to watch sports, smoke cigars or just relax. 

“Cigar smoking brings guys together,” 
Hutcheson said. “One of our biggest stories was 

B e yo n d  c i g a R s

Local  Business

183

360 1

Heroes & Legacies
Heroes & Legacies regularly holds events to introduce new cigars and give custom-
ers a glimpse of the membership lounge. In March, Hutcheson invited the maker 
of one of his favorite cigars, Rocky Patel, and Sopranos actor Joe Gannascoli, who 
played Vito on the show.

Heroes & Legacies’ next event will be May 18 from 6 to 9 p.m. featuring C.A.O. cigars. 
Both members and non-members are welcome.

Heroes & Legacies
10000 Research Blvd., ste. 214

www.heroesandlegacies.com • 343-6600
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ee 
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Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
-Kenny Covert

Photos are for illustration purposes only. Units are subject to prior sale. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Prices through Ford Motor Credit. Prices subject to change.

Shop online at covertford.com

Covert Ford

Save thousands - 
       Call today

Covert Ford is the #1 volume dealer in 
          Central Texas again in 2007!

a Dell executive who became legally blind. He couldn’t 
really go out and didn’t have any social life. Then he 
started coming here, and he found a safe place with 
friendly people. Someone would usually even drive him 
home at the end of the night.”

Over the course of time, most businesses face finan-
cial challenges, but Hutcheson’s have been legislative.  
Owning a tobacco and smoke shop during a time when 
smoking is heavily debated in state and local govern-
ment has been hard.

“My passion for cigars comes from the people in the 
industry, but we’re a lazy group sometimes, and we 
don’t say enough,” Hutcheson said. “I was in two thirds 
of the community meetings back in 2005 [when smok-
ing was banned from night clubs]. I just wish legisla-
tion would come to distinguish between cigarettes and 
cigars.”

If the last gubernatorial election had turned out 
differently, Heroes & Legacies could have been enter-
taining even more business, from customer and famed 
cigar smoker Kinky Friedman.

“I don’t tout this store real heavily, but people tell 
me we’re the best cigar shop between the two coasts,” 
Hutcheson said. “I have fun at work every day.”

Sopranos actor Joe Gannascoli, owner Richard Hutcheson and cigar-maker Rocky Patel.
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T y e ’ s  fav o R i T e  k i T e s

There was lots of wind and little to do in Oklahoma 
where Tye Harrison grew up, so these elements combined 
with his love of things that fly led him naturally to kites. 
Today he owns World Wind Kites, one of the only kite 
shops within a 200-mile radius of Austin, and is capital-
izing on the city’s active lifestyle and public parks.

“It’s just a great hobby because it’s outside, it doesn’t 
need gas or batteries,” Harrison said. “There’s also a cer-
tain personality that kite flyers tend to have. People who 
take their hobby too seriously don’t stick around with kite 
flying very long. I like that after a while you can tie the 
kite off and talk to the person next to you.”

Harrison chose the Northwest Austin location back in 
1995 because it offered both a storefront and a warehouse 
at an affordable price. The store sponsors regular fly-
ing events and is involved in the annual Zilker Park Kite 
Festival.

Business went well, but after three years it hit a plateau 
and nothing seemed to help it grow. That’s when Tye 
decided to experiment with online sales and the business 
took on a whole new life. Today he ships kites to Asia, 
Europe and recently, even to Antarctica.

“It kind of started by accident just to keep in touch 
with our customers, but it took off more than I could 

have imagined,” Harrison said. “I joke that some of our 
best customers in Austin I’ve still never met. I know their 
voices over the phone and they order online.”

Harrison says people sometimes get scared off by the 
specialty kite shop, assuming he only sells high end kites, 
but World Wind also offers the standard cross-bar, four-
point kites. He aims to sell to the hobbyist as much as the 
amateur.

“It’s so rewarding to go out to the flying field and see 
a kite flying that I know I sold, because I recognize the 
customer,” Harrison said. “I enjoy seeing them be success-
ful with it especially when they weren’t a good kite flyer or 
didn’t think they could make it happen.”

Over the years, other kite businesses have popped up 
but they’ve never lasted very long. Harrison says this is a 
tough business, considering most kite stores are located 
near coastal regions, but it’s his passion that has helped 
the business thrive.

“Sometimes I’ll go to kite tradeshows and they’ll ask for 
a show of hands of how many store owners still fly kites, 
and less than half the room will raise their hands,” Har-
rison said. “I try very hard to remember that while it’s a 
business, I do this because I love kites.”

by Rachel youens

Closer
    Look 

 worLd wind Kites

“Working the two 
rope kites is like 
riding a bicycle 
and controlling 
the handlebars.”

Local  Business

Owner Tye Harrison

183

Pond Springs Rd.

McNeil

Spicewood 

Springs Rd.

San Felipe

World Wind
 Kites

World Wind kites
7208 Mcneil drive, ste. 204

250-9454  •  www.worldwindkites.com

D o - I t -Yo u r s e l f  o r 
P r o f e s s i o n a l l y  I n s t a l l e d

Can’t find a thing? Call... 

(512) 590-2590
Justin@GarageKingAustin.com •  www.TUFFRAX.com

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

Your Leader in Organization 

• Transform your garage into usable space

• Now available in 10 sizes to fit any garage

• Sliding center supports for safety and strength

• Completely powder coated white

• Eliminate monthly storage bills

• Finally... park your car in the garage

Taking Storage to New Heights!

$50 OFF
Each Unit

Ex
pi

re
s 5

/1
8/

07

No minimum purchase required.

From hobbyists to pros, kite shop serves all

“Quad kites, with 
four strings, are hard 
because there are 
so many ropes to 
control. But once 
you understand 
those four ropes you 
can do neat stuff.”

“This kite is a 
new addition, 
but it’s been a 
big hit.”

4.9167 X 3.125

Current and former ACC students register
between April 30 and May 23.Check the
schedule for your eligible dates.
New, current, and former ACC students

Classes begin May 29 - Register and pay early!
www.austincc.edu/howtoreg

Start Here. Get There.
Workforce Training • University Transfer • Access Programs • Great Faculty & Staff
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When people think of physical therapy, most think about gym mats. While St. David’s North Austin
Medical Center does a considerable amount of treatment in their outpatient gym, aquatic therapy 
(therapy conducted in a swimming pool) also has tremendous benefits. Thanks to a relationship with
Northwest YMCA, St. David’s North Austin Medical Center physical therapists are using aquatic
therapy to treat patients with a wide variety of injuries and disabilities that includes water equipment

like kickboards. 
The buoyancy of patients in water allows for earlier movement and less stress on healing or

injured joints than is possible in a gym environment. Some common conditions that respond well to
aquatic rehabilitation are stroke, arthritis, back pain, fibromyalgia, total joint replacements, and sports
related injuries.

In addition to aquatic therapy, St. David’s North Austin Medical Center Outpatient
Rehabilitation Services provides other outpatient adult and pediatric rehabilitation services. They strive
to help patients recuperate from all types of injuries, illnesses, acute, and chronic conditions. They use a
combination of therapeutic treatments including manual therapy, strength training, neurological devel-
opmental techniques, and education in an effort to promote patients’ optimal health and ability to func-
tion normally. 

Pediatric Rehabilitation
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center pediatric
rehabilitation consists of physical, occupational, and
speech therapy. They specialize in working with
children of various ages, from infants to teens.
Developmental delays, sensory processing disorders,
feeding difficulty, handwriting problems, and many
other pediatric diagnoses are among a few of the
issues with which they can help. Yes, they even
have a swing set in their gym! Discounted services
are offered in cases not severe enough to be covered
via a school system or insurance.

“Whether we use kickboards,
swing sets or other physical 
rehabilitation therapies, the 

mission of St. David’s North
Austin Medical Center

Rehabilitation Services is to 
provide patients with quality care

via personalized goal oriented
plans. Our entire staff takes

immense pride in helping patients
return to stronger quality of life.
We collaborate with referring

physicians, insurance providers,
and employers to provide prompt

attention.”— Crystal Milan,
Director, Rehabilitation Services

Gym Mats, Kickboards, and a Swing Set? All
part of St. David’s North Austin Medical Center 
Outpatient Rehabilitation Services.

Cardiac Rehabilitation
Cardiac rehabilitation is a medically supervised program
designed to assist heart patients with education on cardiac
disease process, healthy lifestyle choices, exercise, and reducing
the risk of another cardiac event or worsening of a current
condition. It begins during a person’s inpatient visit and con-
tinues on an outpatient basis. St. David’s North Austin Medical
Center has an affiliation with the American Lung Association
and conducts a six week smoking cessation program.

Speech-Language Pathology Services
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center Speech-Language
Pathologists provide individualized therapy programs for both
adults and children to maximize functional independence in
communication and to return swallow function for oral
nutrition. Their experienced therapists address cognitive-
communicative, language, articulation, voice and swallowing
impairments through state-of-the art diagnostics and a variety
of therapeutic modalities. St. David’s North Austin Medical
Center also offers specialized bilingual assessment and treat-
ment for pediatric speech therapy patients. 

Hand Therapy
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center hand therapy services
excel in allowing patients to resume their normal lives after an
illness or injury. Individual programs are developed for injuries
and medical conditions related to the hand, wrist, elbow, and
shoulder. They specialize in splinting, scar management, and
manual therapy techniques.

Pelvic Floor Program
This program offers non-surgical treatments for urinary and
fecal incontinence, pelvic pain, prenatal and postpartum
disorders, and secondary musculoskeletal problems following
childbirth or hysterectomy. State-of-the-art equipment and
techniques are utilized in these programs which are designed 
to strengthen, train, and relax the pelvic floor muscles.

If you would like more information about any of St. David’s
North Austin Medical Center Outpatient Rehabilitation
Services, please call 901-1839. 

St. David’s HealthCare Includes:

St. David’s Medical Center
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

St. David’s South Austin Hospital
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital

www.stdavids.com
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Historical  
Impact

Rutledge family, once 
prominent now forgotten
by KaRen R. thompson

In January 1838, the Secretary of the Navy of 
the Republic of Texas appropriated a set of anvil 
and bellows from William P. Rutledge for mili-
tary purposes. In 1840 he filed for payment.

A portion of that request reads: Be it resolved 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in congress assembled that the 
first action is hereby authorized and requested to 
audit the claim of Wm. P. Rutledge for an anvil 

and Smith’s bellows taken by the Secretary of the 
Navy in January 1838 at Galveston. The document 
was approved by president Mirabeau B. Lamar for 
$125.

William Pinkney Rutledge (I815-1890), grand-
son of Revolutionary War soldiers, came to the 
Republic of Texas from Tennessee for land and 
adventure. He soon married, but after only one 
year, his wife Mary Ann Jackson died, probably 
from childbirth, leaving him with an infant son.

He served in the Texas Army in 1842 where, as 
a captain, he commanded a company of troops 
at San Antonio under the command of General 
Somerville. Also about this time he was paid 

$15 for helping affix the Seal 
of the State to documents 
and $3 to repair a gun for 
the Indian Bureau. In 1856 
he moved to Pond Springs 
where he was a fruit grower.

William was nominated 
as Doorkeeper of the State 
Senate in 1861, and served as 
the Confederate postmaster 
of Pond Springs from 1862 
to 1866. His oldest son, W. P. 
Jr., died in a union prison in 
1863. His second wife Susan 
died during that period, 
and he married Etta Carter.  
From 1866 until the post of-
fice closed in 1880, Etta was 
postmaster.

Thomas L. Rutledge, pictured 
with his wife Helen Camp 
Rutledge, was the first 
postmaster of Pond Springs 
in 1854. He also built a store, 
post office and blacksmith 
shop. His store was a stop 
on the Austin to Lampasas 
stage line.

William had three wives, five children and 
upon his death it was said he was “a well-read, 
intelligent and respected gentleman.” His tomb-
stone reads: The world was his country; to do 
good his religion.

Thomas Lafayette Rutledge (1820-1898), 
younger brother to William, also received a 
Republic of Texas land grant and settled in Pond 
Springs. In a few years they were joined by still 
younger brother, Edward Armstrong Rutledge 
(1824-1865). In 1848 Tom married seventeen-
year-old Helen Mariah Camp and they had 
eleven children.

Tom built a store, post office and blacksmith 
shop across the road from the original 1846 Pond 
Springs log school. He was the first postmaster 
in 1854, and his store was a stop on the Austin 
to Lampasas stage line. During the Civil War, he 
served the Confederacy by transporting freight 
between Mexico and Texas. Ed married Mary 
Frances Young, and they had 10 children before 
his death at age 41. The three brothers fathered 
26 children. 

When the railroad bypassed Pond Springs in 
1882, the store declined, and the Rutledge family 
moved to Burnet County. After that the only Rut-
ledge name in the community was at the small 
train stop, known by its founder’s name. As the 
years passed, few remembered the achievements 
of these three Rutledge brothers who came from 
Tennessee to the Republic of Texas for adventure, 
and stayed for a lifetime.

• On-site X-ray, Lab, and EKG
• Most health plans accepted
• All patients seen by a physician
• No appointment needed
• Scheduled Well Woman Exams    
  Now Available

Brushy Creek Rd

Avery Ranch Blvd

Parm
er   Ln

1431

+

www.austinurgentcare.com
NEW Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8a.m. - 8p.m. • Sun. 9a.m. - 5p.m. • 10625 Parmer Lane, Suite D400

512.733.9400

Health care when you need it

512.733.9400

Passengers wait at the Rutledge train stop at Pond Springs.

*39 month smart buy, $1400 down payment assistance from GMAC, 1 final payment of $17,930, WAC, 10,000 miles 
per year, stock #C7354, MSRP $32,600, 8 to choose from, $249 cash down plus T.T.&L., photo for illustration, must take 
delivery from dealer stock, retired loaner.  Offer ends 4/30/07.

c o v e r t c a d i l l a c . c o m

11750 Research Blvd., Austin, TX 78759

Covert

512.583.3000

$249 month $249 down

2007 Cadillac CTS
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+11 Number of
homes sold
over last year

Hidden Glen
Round Rock - 78681
1118 Hidden Glen
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./4/0 Ba.         
$410,000

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664             
2127 Hilton Head Dr.     
Agent: Marianne Lamele (512) 789-5775

Wood Glen
Round Rock - 78681            
2824 Chatelle Drive
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./3/0 Ba.         
$310,000

4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$459,000

Pflugerville

Northwest Austin Area
R e a L  e s TaT e  R e P o R TR e s i d e n t i a l

On the Market

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

1

6

12

10

15

13

7

-

-

March	Monthly	Home	sales	Market

78750

78759

78727

78729

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
78750

-

5

22

20

1

-

-

-

-

78759
Average Price

+$32,521 
78727

+$16,080 
78729

Changes in average selling 
price over last year

Balcones Village - 78750
9008 Spring Lake Dr
Agent: Monika Suhnholz (512) 431-8046

The Loop Condominiums - 78759
9525 N. Capital of Texas Hwy #226 
Agent: Dorie Dillard (512) 346-1799

Milwood - 78729
13433 Tamayo Dr.
Agent: Sheri Brummett (512) 970-8809

Woods Century Park - 78727 
2505 Lou John St. 
Agent: Diane Kennedy (512) 750-2950

5BD/3.5BA
$299,900

4BD/2.5BA
$309,000

2BD/2BA
$224,900

3BD/2BA
$235,000

78729
1

5

9

21

10

12

9

1

-

-

6

14

22

5

-

-

1

-

78727 Sold ‘07

42

43

49

30

Sold ‘07 Sold ‘06 Sold ‘06 2007
Average Price

2006

$258,527

$268,051

$199,796

$183,132

58

54

50

39

$213,989

$294,863

$167,275

$167,052

38

49

39

36

40

55

49

35

+$44,538 
78750

-$26,812
78759

Data provided by Coldwell Banker

Days on Market

 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS • Northwest Office • 94420 N. Capital of Texas Hwy, Plaza 1-600 • Austin, TX 78759 • 512-343-7500
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Crème Brulee had a little sugary crust but an excellent fla-
vor and the Cheesecake was an orange-flavored chocolate 
and served with a beautiful chocolate swirl on the plate.

Ventana is a student-run fine dining restaurant, which 
serves as the capstone course in the Associate of Applied 
Science Degree of the Le Cordon Bleu Culinary Arts 
program. The goal of the restaurant is to create a formal 
dining experience for its customers while giving students 
the opportunity for hands-on experience in a restaurant 
setting. 

While lunchtime is less busy, chef instructor Mike 
Erickson said, the restaurant requires reservations for 
evening dining. They have limited seating and availability.  
The whole dining experience takes about an hour and a 
half to two hours, as the courses are served one at a time 
with flair, very friendly smiles and professional courtesy 
not seen in most restaurants at lunchtime. It is a wonder-
ful place to have a business lunch when you need time to 
talk and visit with a client or if you are just having lunch 
with your sweetheart and want to feel at ease, like you 
have been somewhere special together.

Ventana also offers catering and chef service for private 
parties, like wedding receptions, office parties, or business 
lunches.

by Pitt GaRRett

Culinary school offers inexpensive fine dining

White tablecloths, sophisticated place settings, an 
exquisite menu, and reasonable prices define Ventana 
Restaurant. The entire staff creates a dining experience.  
Ventana is not for the lunch or dinner rush crowd.  It 
caters to those who desire a leisurely meal, an opportunity 
to savor the cuisine. 

We ordered the Beef Carpaccio ($5.00) as our appetizer. 
The thinly sliced beef with herb salad, shaved parmesan, 
and white truffle oil was presented with perfection with 
toasted crostini.  We followed with the Salad Maison with 
candied walnuts, apple straws, roasted shallot vinaigrette 
($4.50) and the Caesar Salad ($4.50). 

We chose the Grilled Pork Loin with braised cabbage, 
roasted apples, mushrooms and smoked bacon served 
with creamy whole grain mustard sauce ($8.50). It was 
prepared flawlessly and a true delight. The roasted cab-
bage side had a delicious blending of flavors.

Our other entrée was the Paves de Rumsteak au Poivre 
Vert, a classic presentation of sirloin steak with Green 
Peppercorn Sauce ($10.50). The quality of the steak was 
comparable to the highest-end steakhouse in Austin and 
the Peppercorn Sauce made this a savory delight. 

We concluded our Ventana adventure with two divine 
desserts: The Crème Brulee and the Cheesecake. The 

ventana
11400 Burnet Road • 339-3850

L e a R n i n g  i n  T H e  k i Tc H e n

Neighborhood
         Dining

Ventana

open: Tuesday - friday
Lunch: 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

dinner:    5:40 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. reservations required

According to Mike Erickson, C.D.P., F.M.P., 
Ventana is the perfect tool for training 
future chefs. Erickson is an Austinite who 
attended Travis High School, studied at the 
Culinary Institute in England and is the Chef 
Instructor for Ventana Restaurant students.  
Every three weeks there are new student 

chefs in the restaurant learning skills from 
service to cooking and hosting.  It is a hands-
on approach to teaching future chefs the 
qualities and skills needed to run their own 
restaurants or to serve as head chef of other 
fine quality eating establishments.

Braker
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Ventana
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Chef Paul Macry, who works with new students every three days, prepares lunch at Ventana.

512.990.5358 • austin.truepresence.com

Helping you

find. get. keep.

your best customers.

Harness the power of the 
internet to bring real dollars 
to your business.

We’ll show you how.
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City council
CONTINUED FROM |1

Will Wynn
Mayor 
Term: 2006 - 2009
Elected in 2003
Lives in zip code 78701

Betty Dunkerley
Mayor Pro Tem 
Term: 2005 - 2008
Elected in 2002
Lives in zip code 78735

Jennifer Kim
Council Member 
Place 3 
Term: 2005 - 2008
Lives in zip code 78704

Mike Martinez
Council Member
Place 2  
Term: 2006 - 2009
Lives in zip code 78702

Sheryl Cole
Council Member 
Place 6 
Term: 2006 - 2009
Lives in zip code 78722

Brewster McCracken
Council Member 
Place 5
Term: 2006 - 2009
Lives in zip code 78731

Lee Leffingwell
Council Member 
Place 1  
Term: 2005 - 2008
Lives in zip code 78731

elected both at-large and geographically as 
Houston does.

The change would require voter approval, 
and in the past, similar efforts have failed. 
However, Martinez believes residents are 
ready for change.

“Arguably it makes it more difficult 
to represent a constituent base of over 
700,000,” he said. “It’s not impossible, but 
it’s more difficult. Some issues get less at-
tention. It feels like the council doesn’t al-
ways hear. It’s not true, but I can see why 
people feel that way because they feel like 
they don’t have an advocate.”
Other perspectives

Council member Brewster McCracken 
said district representation would create a 
“political football.” 

 “Since Northwest Austin is the fastest 
growing part of the city, it would almost 
certainly lose infrastructure [if we had dis-
tricts],” he said. “But now all the residents 
in Northwest Austin are our voters so we all 
have to take that seriously.”

He argues the potential loss or gain of a 
vote acts as accountability. If residents have 
a vote, they have a voice.

“That’s been the biggest revelation to me 
since I have come to council,” he said. “Be-
fore, I thought it would be better to have a 
district, but it creates ward politics. It actu-
ally empowers lobbyists.” 

It is also impossible to outline districts 
that would reflect the diversity of people 

living in Austin, council member Sheryl 
Cole said. 

“Your view point is narrow when you 
only consider a certain area,” she said. “The 
city grows better when you have a larger 
perspective. You think in terms of the long-
range and you’re not accountable to a small 
group of voters.”
Council challenges

McCracken suggests it is particularly 
important for council members to encour-
age employers to locate in the city, no mat-
ter the neighborhood, to provide the basis 
for a strong economy, and that takes some 
consensus and preparation work on the 
council’s part.

“The best thing we can do is to make 
sure as Austin grows that we keep up the 
pace and make sure we have good jobs, 
primarily in the technology sector, coming 
to Austin. That’s a vitally important part of 
our economy and our technology is over-
whelmingly located in Northwest Austin.”

Companies want to know the city’s bond 
rating and tax rate before they come, he 
said. 

They also expect infrastructure from 
roads to sewage to be in place, which he be-
lieves is mostly ready, but the big challenge 
will be providing transportation, he said.

Typically, major road projects fall in the 
Texas Department of Transportation’s ju-
risdiction since many corridors belong to 
the state or national designated highway 
system. 

However, the council can have some 
influence through its involvement with 
groups such as Capital Metro.

TX 45

I-35

La Frontera
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 1325M
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Austin City Council members

Parmer Ln.

Pond Springs

US Hwy 183

Locally owned since 1987

You have a right to 
choose, choose well!

Old-world craftsmanship, new-age technology

8425 Anderson Mill Rd. 512-249-2600
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Want to add more home to your home? Open a Wells Fargo Home Equity
Account and you’ll get our free Home Improvement Kit and access to our
special home improvement Web site. They’re both full of great money-saving
ideas and discounts from retailers to help you make the most of your
remodeling dollars and even track and manage your project along the way.
Seize your someday.SM Come into your local branch, call 512-344-7000 to find
out more today.

© 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
Member FDIC. Offer good while supplies last.

Open a Wells Fargo Home Equity Account
and get our free Home Improvement Kit.
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•Each of the seven members of the council, in-
cluding the mayor, serves a three-year term, stag-
gered in rotating elections and can serve two 
terms in one place. 

•With a council-manager form of government, 
the council appoints a city manager to oversee 
city administration.
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Leadership Academy for Public Service
For those wanting to learn strategies for assessing, planning and organizing a campaign. 
The faculty includes elected officials and consultants who have organized successful 
campaigns at all levels of government.

Experience Austin
For orientation of Austin issues and opportunities, icons and institutions. The four-session 
survey is designed for new residents or those wanting to become more deeply engaged 
with the city. 

Essential
For 55 selected individuals representing the diversity of Central Texas. The nine-month 
curriculum focuses on community issues, leadership skills, and team projects, building 
strong networks among class members and regional leaders to encourage innovative, 
collaborative solutions to regional challenges. Applications due June 18.

Emerge
For future leaders under age 40. Designed for engaging conversation by mixing emerg-
ing leaders and issue experts in conversation in an educational networking format. 

Engage
For networking and discussion of regional issues. Luncheons are held on the second 
Tuesday of the month from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at St. David’s Episcopal Church in Crail 
Hall. Registration is $15 for Alumni Association members and $20 for non-members.

Excel
For experienced leaders who will utilize an intensive curriculum to prepare for serving 
in complex leadership roles.

The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce founded Leadership Austin in 1979 to 
prepare a diverse group of energized and experienced leaders for positions of public 
and community service. Leadership programs introduce citizens to numerous aspects 
of their community.

LEADERSHIP AUSTIN
1609 Shoal Creek Blvd., Ste. 202 Austin, Texas 78701 

499-0435  •  www.leadershipaustin.org

PROGRAMS

House District 52
Representative Mike Krusee
(78750, 50, 27, 29)
Capitol Office: CAP 1N.9
Austin
463-0670

House District 50
Representative Mark Strama 
(78750, 59, 27, 29)
Capitol Office: EXT E2.506
Austin
463-0821

House District 48
Representative Donna Howard 
(78750, 59)
Capitol Office: EXT E2.812
Austin
463-0631

House District 20
Representative Dan Gattis
(78750)
Capitol Office: EXT E2.608
Austin
463-0309

U.S. Senators

Texas—Senator John Cornyn
Chase Tower 
221 W. Sixth St., Ste. 1530
Austin
469-6034

Texas—Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
961 Federal Building
300 E. Eighth St.
Austin
916-5834

U.S. Representatives

Congressional District 10
Congressman Michael T. McCaul
(78759, 27, 29)
903 San Jacinto, Ste. 320
Austin 
473-2357

Congressional District 21
Congressman Lamar Smith
(78750, 59)
5608 Parkcrest Dr., Ste. 260
Austin
402-9743

Congressional District 31
Congressman John R. Carter
(78759, 50, 27, 29)
1717 N. IH 35, One Financial Center, Ste. 303
Round Rock
246-1600

SBOE District 10
Cynthia Dunbar
District Address: 22123 Skyridge Lane
Richmond
463-9007

Texas State Board of Education Member

Texas State Senators
Senate District 14
Senator Kirk Watson
(78750, 59, 27, 29)
Capitol Office: EXT E1.712 
Austin
463-0114
Senate District 5
Senator Steve Ogden
(78750, 27, 29)
Capitol Office: CAP GE.4
Austin
463-0105

Texas State Representatives

© 2007 Taylor Woodrow Homes.
Inspired by you® is a registered mark 
of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information
contained within this advertisement 
is correct at time of publication 
and subject to change. 0307

Realtors® Welcome

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect

our commitment to addressing the total lifestyle

priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed

homes with all the right touches just the way you want

it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

Inspired by you.®

The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch
River Heights Overlook

512.266.5926
From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Belcara
512.554.9800

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Senna Hills
Garden Homes

512.263.2655

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s

TWA-N7185_4.9167x6.5  3/8/07  4:00 PM  Page 1

*39 month smart buy, $1400 down payment assistance from GMAC, 1 final payment of $17,930, WAC, 10,000 miles 
per year, stock #C7354, MSRP $32,600, 8 to choose from, $249 cash down plus T.T.&L., photo for illustration, must take 
delivery from dealer stock, retired loaner.  Offer ends 4/30/07.

c o v e r t c a d i l l a c . c o m

11750 Research Blvd., Austin, TX 78759

Covert

512.583.3000

$249 month $249 down

2007 Cadillac CTS
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North Burnet/Gateway
CONTINUED FROM |1

of vacant land and publicly-held land that serve as ideal 
catalyst sites for introducing a new style of development. 
A new type of zoning for north Austin

After a community vision meeting in July 2006, the con-
sultants took residents’ suggestions and went to the drawing 
board. When they presented their draft plans to the public 
March 24, renderings showed tall buildings, townhouses 
and mixed-use developments similar to the Domain. 

The Domain has become a test case for what planning 
and zoning wants to do with the area, but while mixed-use 
may be the wave of the future, it is plagued by outdated 
zoning laws.

 “The Domain case is interesting because they came in 
and they had to jump through a lot of hoops to do the 
kind of development that they’re doing. The zoning sys-
tem isn’t set up for that, and we haven’t made it easy for 
them,” Scarbrough said. “Even though we as a community 
are supporting this kind of development, our rules and 
regulations were created in the past without this type of 
development in mind.”  

Consequently, this neighborhood plan will be the first 
in north Austin to use a zoning overlay, a type of zoning 
more commonly used in areas such as Town Lake and the 
Capitol building. 

“A zoning overlay creates a sense of place. There’s a vision 
to a particular area that we’re trying to achieve,” Neighbor-
hood Planning and Zoning Department Director Greg 
Guernsey said. “In the University neighborhoods of West 
Campus, a zoning overlay allowed higher buildings. In 
some respects that’s kind of what’s being suggested here.”

Unlike traditional zoning, where a specific purpose is as-
signed to a specific piece of property such as residential or 
commercial, the zoning overlay allows multiple uses to ex-
ist simultaneously and assigns general zoning subdistricts 

over large areas.
“What we’re trying to do is create the type of regulatory 

environments to facilitate [the Domain’s] type of develop-
ment without everyone jumping through the hoops,” Scar-
brough said.
Neighborhood concerns

While the North Burnet/Gateway Neighborhood has no 
single-family homes, the outlying areas are filled with resi-
dential neighborhoods.

“The area would benefit from zone overlay and there are 
a lot of positives to the plan. But my neighborhood’s con-
cern is when you put in a zone overlay where you could 
add tens of thousands of people, you need to consider traf-
fic impact not just within the boundaries of the plan but 
on the people immediately outside the plan as well,” said 
Milwood Neighborhood Association president Dustin La-
nier. “What happens to the Duval exit [impacts the] quality 
of life in Milwood.”

The draft does include some new road construction and 
offsets the high density with strict building codes requiring 
tall buildings to be set back allowing light into the street. 
Construction over a certain height would require develop-
ers to contribute to greenspace or drainage. 

“The thought of bringing potentially 80,000 new resi-
dents in this area in 30 years is scary,” Scarbrough said. 
“But the key here is a) in thirty years and b) the regulatory 
framework that we’re creating could accommodate that. It 
doesn’t mean that every building is going to be 20 stories, 
most likely they’re not.”

While Lanier is a supporter of public transportation and 
dense living, he wants to make sure that the quality of life 
in the city doesn’t compromise the quality of life in his 
neighborhood.

“If Duval Road is not well planned, and is set up to be 
one of the main mouths to the “second downtown,” it will 
reduce the value of our properties, and raise the daily agi-
tation level of everyone trying to get home,” Lanier said. 
“Conversely, if it is planned for, and we can still get home 

Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2006 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Do what you love. We’ll handle the rest.
When it  comes to keeping you connected, the local dedicated business specialists at Time 
Warner Cable Business Class are the people to call. We will help you understand how 
technology can improve productivity and make your job easier, by tailoring data, video and 
security solutions to fit your business needs. All of them are backed by our robust, reliable 
network. So call today. Then get back to doing what you really love.

“I’d rather unravel user errors 
than deal with data storage.”

Contact us at 

512-531-7815 
or visit 

www.austin.twcbc.com

without waiting and waiting, we have a lot to look forward 
to in what the Domain and North Burnet/Gateway will 
bring.”

To get on the north Burnet/gateway plan mailing list, email:
molly.scarbrough@ci.austin.tx.us

To give your input to the Planning commission’s 
neighborhood Planning committee, email:
george.adams@ci.austin.tx.us

Getting involved

visit community impact’s north 
Burnet/gateway blog to find:
•Transcripts of story interviews
•Updates on developments and 
meetings
•Reporting from the Milwood 
Neighborhood Association’s meeting with 
Domain developer Andy Pastor of Endeavor Real Estate
•Links to the consultants, city departments and developers

Learn more

May
The Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department will 
make revisions to the neighborhood plan draft based on 
feedback from the community and will submit the final plan 
to the planning and zoning boards and subcommittees.

May-July
The plan will be presented at the Planning Commission and 
City Council public hearing. The hearing is not yet scheduled. 

What’s next 

www.northburnetgateway.blogspot.com
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When seconds count...rapid treatment for heart and minor emergencies.

Located at 38th St. and Lamar Blvd.
512-407-7000 • www.HeartHospitalofAustin.com

EMERGENCY CARE
with a greater sense of urgency.

#1 RANkEd HEARt PRoGRAM iN tExAs bY HEAltHGRAdEs [FouR YEARs iN A Row].

While this plan does encourage more residents and busi-
nesses in the area, the consultant’s studies show that auto 
trips would only increase by 15 percent during peak evening 
hours. Traffic congestion would be aided by the nearby public 
transit and the following improvements.

           U turns would be 
built at at MoPac inter-
changes.

           Longhorn Boulevard 
would be connected with 
with York Road going over 
MoPac, pictured at left.

           A flyover would be built connecting US 183 N. to 360 
W. to avoid the traffic conflict between those turning into 
Gateway shopping center and those exiting to 360, Capital of 
Texas Highway.

           Duval Road would be modified from MoPac to Burnet to 
allow two-way traffic.

noRth buRnet/Gateway

J.J. Pickle 
Research Campus

Arbor 
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The Domain
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183

Braker Ln.
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  A zoning overlay uses subdistricts where each district has 
its own building standards and overall vision, rather than 
specifically zoning each property.

        Commercial industrial accommodates existing industrial 
buildings, but enables a diversifying of business.

     Warehouse mixed-use serves to adapt older, existing 
industrial buildings and warehouse for new uses, similar to 
what has been done in the downtown warehouse district.

      Neighborhood mixed-use would have small employers 
or neighborhood businesses with mid-rise residential above.

     Commercial mixed-use is the most diverse and dense 
subdistrict with industrial, civic, residential and retail all 
meeting in one area. Some of the tallest buildings would be 
in these areas, but design standards would regulate to allow 
sunlight in the streets by setting taller stories back further.

        Neighborhood residential, seen below, would target 
the areas between the rail stations and the surround-

ing neighborhoods east of Metric Boulevard, 
giving easy transit access.

         Burnet Road would be converted into an urban transit 
boulevard with a green median that would accommodate 
pedestrians and bikes.

         Mixed-use developments and high rise buildings        
would be zoned along Braker Lane.

         Gateway shopping center could be converted into 
a mixed-use facility by creating parking garages, adding 

residential buildings into parking lot area and 
adding additional floors to existing buildings. 

        Development would grow near 
transit stations, pictured below. 
In other cities the six zip codes 
adjacent to rail stations have 
seen a 56.7 percent increase in 
population. 

U sing feedback from the Planning and Zoning 
Department’s public meeting, the Carter & Burgess 

and Land Design consulting firms have created the fol-
lowing ideas for the North Burnet/Gateway neighbor-
hood. No renderings or ideas are final until city council 
has approved the neighborhood plan.

     If the Austin-San Antonio Intermunicipal Commuter Rail 
were to be completed, this would be the likely station site.

     Both of these sites are currently owned by the city. The 
northern site is used for the city’s utility maintenance. The 
southern site was originally intended to be a water treat-
ment facility. One of the concept designs is pictured below.
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The 
University 
of Texas does 
not yet know 
what it plans to 
do with the J.J. Pick-
le Research Campus, 
and therefore did not 
include it in the neighbor-
hood plan. Although they have 
leased some for the Arbor Walk 
shopping center, the rest is likely to 
remain for academic uses.

Subdistricts

Targets for developments

Transportation

Rail station locations
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Community  
Corridors

US 183: Toll 45/RM 620 to Anderson Mill Road

Residential Real Estate
R1          Cottages at Lake Creek

Transportation Update
     Anderson Mill
Construction to expand the two lane road from 
RM 620 to Spicewood Parkway into a four lane 
road with a left turn only.  Projected completion 
date is April 2008.

T1 

     Lake Creek Parkway
The city is currently awaiting their permit to begin 
working on phases three & four of a proposed 48 
inch waterline along Lake Creek Parkway. 
The site plan expires in three years.  This means 
that within three years, the city still has to obtain 
all their permits for construction.
Phase three runs approximately 3,500 feet from 
the intersection of Lake Creek Parkway and Pecan 
Park Boulevard to the north side of RM 620.  
Phase four continues an additional 4,400 feet to 
the south side of Lakeline Boulevard.

T2

       Pond Springs Rd (US 183 to McNeil Rd)
• Length: 2.0 miles

• Estimated County Cost: $6.2 million

• Description: Upgrade of existing facility to a 
three-lane urban section with center turn lane, 
and a six-ft. sidewalk on one side.

• Comments: Project is located within Austin city 
limits.  No design work has been completed to 
date. 

T3

• Project Name: The Cottages at Lake Creek - 
13604 Coldwell Drive

• Builder: Ash Creek Homes, 328-2122,                  
www.ashcreekinc.com

• Description: Seventy-three Craftsman-style   
bungalow homes on 10 acres based on the look 
and feel of Austin’s beloved old neighborhoods of 
Hyde Park, Rosedale, Bryker Woods and Clarksville.  
Phase three will be completed by October 2007 
and phase four will be completed by January 2008.

R2      Arboretum Park
• Project Name: Arboretum Park - 9707 Anderson  
Mill Road

• Builder: Ash Creek Homes, 328-2122,             
www.ashcreekinc.com

• Description: Final plans on the garden homes  
that will be built at Arboretum Park are not yet 
complete, but they will be located behind the 
mixed-use office and retail project of the same 
name.  The garden homes will be detached from 
one another and the plans are to keep most of 
the trees on the property and build around them. 

•    Family friendly
•    Lake view and cardio theater
•    Free childcare
•    Free fitness center orientation 
•    30ft. Climbing rock wall
•    State of  the art Cybex & Precor
•    Group exercise classes
•    Basketball Gym
•    Private Showers

www.thequarries.org

So fun your kids won’t want to leave!

All Inclusive Summer Day Camps:
•    Free T-shirt
•    End of  Camp Reward
•    Lunch & Snacks each day
•    K-6th Grade
• 30ft. Climbing rock wall
•    On-line Registration
•    10 Weeks of  Camp
•    Exciting age appropriate games and activities 

Kids Camp!Kids Camp!

Quarries
The

11400 North Mopac Expressway, Austin, TX 78759 • 512-241-0233
Ministry of  Hyde Park Baptist Church

Fun

Family

Fellowship

Fitness

Fitness Center!Fitness Center!
Building better bodies from the 
inside out!

Braker Lane

The Domain

The Quarries MoPac

Promotion Membership rates of  $30-single/ $50-family per month by bringing this ad to our facility!

C6

R1

R2

T1 
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RTHWEST AUST
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When 183A Toll and Toll 45 opened, new development opportunities became 
accessible.   Residential, road projects, retail and office space developments 
continue to sprout up along this corridor.  

US 183: Toll 45/RM 620 to Anderson Mill Road

Commerical Property

Parks and Recreation

C1

     Arboretum Park
Arboretum Park is an 18,000 sq. ft. high-profile, mixed-use office and retail 

project, located in the heart of 
the Northwest Austin corridor.  
There will be three retail sites.  
Building one will consist of 2,500 
sq. ft., building two 7,000 sq. ft. 
and building three 8,500 sq. ft.

C2

     Park at Aspen Lake
• Project name: Park at Aspen Lake

The first phase calls for a four-story, 210,720 sq. ft. office building, and will 
take approximately 12 months to complete. The second phase, slated to 
begin in the next six months, entails a six-story, 316,000 sq. ft. office building. 
Subsequent office phases will bring the total amount of office space up to 
1.79 million sq. ft.  Build-out is expected to take a total of five to seven years.

• Existing size: 173,933 sq. 
ft.

• Planned addition: 1.61 
million sq. ft., including four 
office buildings, five parking 
garages, a park and a lake.

• Timeline: Construction 
began March 10 and will 
take about five to seven 
years to complete.

     Presidio
Transwestern Retail has aquired 128 acres for a mixed-use development project 
at the corner of Lake Creek Parkway and Toll 45.

     Walden Park
Walden Park will sit on 25 acres along the northeast side North Lake Creek 
Parkway and is slated for banks, restaurants, and retail development. The 
southeast corner consists of nine acres and was sold to a multi-family 
development. The west side was sold to Direct Development.

C3

C4

     Lake Creek Trails
Lake Creek Trails will run through southwest Williamson County along Lake 
Creek connecting Parmer Lane to Broadmeade Avenue.  The 1.5 miles of trail 
will connect neighborhoods, schools and a sports complex.  The project also  
includes one free-span pedestrian bridge, two low water crossings, a trailhead 
with 20 parking spaces and park benches situated on 13 acres.

      Value Place Extended Stay Hotel
Plans are underway for a new Value Place extended stay hotel at 13689 
Research Blvd. For more information www.myvalueplace.com.

     Crossings at Lakeline
In May 2007 Carter & Burgess will begin construction on phase one of 240,000 
sq. ft. of office space that will be called Crossings at Lakeline. Located at 
the southeast corner of Lakeline Boulevard and N. Lake Creek Parkway, the 
Crossings at Lakeline will also include apartments and retail space.  Expected 
completion date is 2010.

RR	620
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183

183
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pulte.com/austin

Pulte Homes' Summerlyn
Amenity Center Grand Opening
May 19, 2007, 11a - 2p

Don't miss this chance to be part of this GREAT Leander
community! Discover the variety of floorplans and prices
Pulte Homes offers to suit your needs! With oversized homesites
to accomodate 3-car garages, a generous landscaping package,
a wealth of upgrades included standard in every home and
proximity to Austin via the new 183 Toll, Summerlyn in Leander
offers you a place to call HOME.

Join us on Saturday, May 19th from 11a - 2p to celebrate the grand
opening of this beautiful pool facility and learn why you should
become part of this GREAT community.

For directions and event details, contact a sales associate
at 512.778.5372.

512.778.5372

101 Hoot Owl Lane N.
Leander, TX 78641

Regional  
Impact

In the last decade, the subprime market 
became a growing demand. Financers liked 
the option because they could increase their 
charges to offset the risk of working with 
clients who had bad credit scores. Poten-
tial homeowners with less positive debts or 
past debts liked it because they still had an 
opportunity to purchase property. Round 
Rock lender James Copeland of Austin 
Mortgage Associates said his community is 
“highly dependent” on subprime financing, 
with around 20 percent of local buyers us-
ing the loans.

However, too many of the loans fore-
closed and lenders became wary. To create 
subprime loans, a bank purchases a whole-
sale line of credit from an investors group. 
Banks quit buying the loans in the last few 
months because of too many foreclosures 
and want the investors to buy them back—
which means some investors, starting in 
December and January, have opted to move 
away from subprime financing, making the 
loans unavailable.

Helen Edwards, manager of the Coldwell 

Banker sales offices in Round Rock where 
she watched the local market increase and 
then correct itself due to job losses. How-
ever, she said as a whole, the area sustained 
itself because it relied on the subprime 
market. Now that will not be an option.

“Certain areas like Round Rock and 
Pflugerville, Pflugerville especially, are 
prime areas for construction, but unless we 
see ample numbers change in the subprime 
market, we’re not going to see a growing 
housing market,” she said.

K.C. Whetstone with Keller Williams 
Realty in Round Rock has seen similar 
trends. In 2006, he said he felt a cooling 
period, but now expects the market 
to become “quite robust” because of 
employment availability. At the same time, 
he also acknowledges subprime loans may 
be a problem. 

“It will always be cyclical,” he said. “There 
will be tightening of the belt like it has hap-
pened in the past. Then it will get better. 
For the next several months, it will become 
more difficult for subprime loans.”  

For the last four to five years, Larry Eng-
lish, a RE/MAX realtor in Pflugerville and 
Round Rock has seen the residential resale 
real estate market remain flat. However, 
now part of Austin is exploding.   

He anticipates local real estate will inflate 
with a five to 10 percent increase by the end 
of the year. 

Real estate pros weigh in on 
future of the local market
by chRisti snow

Importance of buyer credit score increases with loan shortage 

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

Smoothie Shop
Upon entering City Blends Cafe, it 
is obvious this is not just another 
healthy drink place. The smoothie 
shop is located next to Gold’s Gym in 
Hesters Crossing near La Frontera in 
Round Rock.

Community Icon: 
Larry Bradley

Long-time Pflugerville High School 
principal was elected president 
of the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals.

Texas Magic Supply

High tech executives ditch 
their office jobs for magic 

tricks. The Austin-area’s only full ser-
vice magic, gag and trick shop works 
to preserve the art of magic.

Although the city originally opted out of Capital Metro’s services 
to use tax dollars elsewhere, now Cedar Park is considering strik-
ing a deal to gain a MetroRail stop.

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  o t H e r 
p u b L i c a t i o n s ’ r e c e n t  i s s u e s

Pflugerville
Round Rock East
Round Rock West

Sept. ‘06 Oct. ‘06 Nov. ‘06 Dec. ‘06 Jan. ‘07 Feb. ‘07

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

150

Number of Sales

93 in 
Feb. ‘06

Residential Real
Estate Trends

69 in 
Feb. ‘06

Source:  www.alamotitle-austin.com
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Commuter Rail in Cedar Park
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Inside  
Information

c i t i z e n  i n V o L V e m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  e L e c t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n

 city council meets every Thursday:

•  community development commission, meets 
   second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m. Street-Jones 
   Building, 1000 East 11th St., Room 400A.

•  environmental Board, meets first and third 
   Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m., City Hall, 301 W. 2nd 
   St., 1st Floor, Council Chambers, Room 1002.

•  Housing authority of the city of austin, meets third 
   Thursday of the month, noon, at various housing 
   development sites.

•  Parks and Recreation Board, meets fourth Tuesday 
   of the month, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 301 W. 2nd St., 
   Boards and Commissions Room, Room 1101.

•  Planning commission, meets second and fourth Tues-
   day of the month, 6 p.m. City Hall, 301 W. 2nd St., 
   1st Floor, Council Chambers, Room 1002.

•  Zoning and Planning commission, meets first and 
   third Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m., City Hall, 301 W.  
   2nd St., 1st Floor, Council Chambers, Room 1002.

•  Balcones canyonlands conservation Planning 
   organization (BccP) coordinating committee 
   Mayor Wynn, Contact: William Conrad, Water and Wastewater  
   Utility, 263-6430, 802-8718 (pager).
   Meeting: Quarterly meetings. Contact liaison to confirm meet
   ing date, time and location.

•  Contact city clerk’s office for information on subcom-
   mittees. General: 974-2210, Boards and Commissions: 
   974-2497.

Libraries

City Involvement

Early voting begins April 30, ends May 8.
Polls are open on election day, May 12, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
To find your voting precinct or location, call 854-9473 or visit 
www.traviscountytax.org/showVoterSearch.do.

Austin School District Board of Trustees, District 2 Candidates
fred L. Mcghee 
Occupation: Archaeologist, 
E-mail: fmcghee@flma.org
Web site: www.fredmcghee.com

gerald guerra
Occupation: Accountant 
E-mail: gguerra@destinationhotels.com

gary Johnson
Occupation: Investor
E-mail: sedition@aol.com

sam guzman 
Occupation: Real estate agent
E-mail: sguzman@austin.rr.com

All positions in these districts are uncontested
All PISD candidates are incumbents

Proposed state constitutional amendment for property tax 
relief for elderly and disabled:
In 2005 the state legislature approved a one third reduction in 
school property taxes. However, the property tax of the elderly 
and disabled is capped, so while their property tax cannot in-
crease it also did not proportionately decrease with the approved 
reduction. This amendment remedies the legislative oversight by 
letting the elderly and disabled share in the reduction.

School District  Elections

State of Texas

512.458.2558     800.749.9732
6411 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin
1180 Airport Blvd., Austin

There are a rainbow of opportunities with a 
Greater TEXAS Federal Credit Union Home Equity Loan.

With rates as low as

5.99% APR*
and No Closing Costs*, use your home’s equity for those much needed home improvement projects, to fund a 
college education, or even treat yourself to a summer vacation. Plus at the end of this rainbow you’ll find a few 

tax advantages* as well.

 Hurry! This special event ends May 31, 2007!

* APR= Annual Percentage Rate. Rates may vary. Terms and conditions apply. Please consult your tax advisor.  

Greater TEXAS
Federal Credit Union
w w w . g t f c u . o r g

•  Austin Public Library, www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/
•  North Village Branch, 2139 W. Anderson Ln. , 78757, 
   458-2239
•  Spicewood Springs Branch, 8637 Spicewood Springs 
   Rd., 78759, 974-3800
•  Milwood Branch, 12500 Amherst Dr. , 78727, 339-2355

•  Town and Country Optimist Club, 331-0438, 
   www.townandcountryoptimist.org
•  Northeast Austin Rotary Club, 451-5757
•  Austin-Lakeline Rotary Club, 775-6820
•  North Austin Rotary Club, 336-7133
•  North Austin Lions Club,  453-4795, 
   www.northaustinlions.org/

Service Organizations

Statues in front of the Milwood Library

Place 3: Paul King
Place 4: Vernagene Mott
Place 5: Dr. Carol Fletcher

Place 4: Dr. Linelle Clark-Brown 
Place 5: Sherry Johnson

Round Rock ISD School Board Pflugerville ISD School Board

•  Austin City Hall is 
   located at 301 W. 
   2nd St.

•  Free two hour 
   parking is offered  
   in the parking 
   garage below 
   the building, with 
   entrane located on 
   Lavaca Street.

Austin City Hall photo by Todd Nienkerk

May 12 Special Election
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family: Married with no children
education: Bachelor’s degree from St. Edward’s 
University and MBA from Texas State University
contact information: 974-2200 
toby.futrell@ci.austin.tx.us

Q.  What is the role of the city manager?
A.  There are two major forms of government in cities, one 
is strong mayor and the other is council-manager. Most big 
U.S. cities are run under the strong mayor system. In Texas, 80 
percent of all cities are council-manager, which is unusual.

In a council-manager form of government you should think 
of my job as chief operating officer. It’s not a CEO, and a lot of 
people try to call it that. I don’t set policy, I implement policy. 
So my job is to follow operations. We will recommend policy, 
but we make a recommendation and step back. Elected of-
ficials are my board, they are my CEO. 

Q.  Why do you think the parks bond received more sup-
port than any of the other bonds?
A.  Northwest Austin has not traditionally been where a 
lot of services have gone. Disproportionately, our bond dol-
lars have not gone west. That has been a function of several 
things. West has a higher income per capita, so it hasn’t been 
an area with pressure for services. So we’re hoping we can 
create a balance of services. I’m very pleased that you’ll see 
a large, nice expansion of the library at Spicewood Springs, 
long overdue, and that the only rec. center built into the 
package is in the Northwest. We needed to balance out our 
dollars just a little more than we were doing. 

Q.  What is the Desired Development Zone and why was 
it important for you to bring businesses like Dell Inc. and 
Motorola there?

Toby Futrell, City Manager

A. Austin is on a series of watersheds and they form three 
kinds: urban, suburban and drinking water. The urban forms 
the oldest part of the city. The suburban watersheds are east, 
and the drinking watersheds are west. All the drinking water 
watersheds flow or drain into our drinking water supply, and 
they are our most sensitive watersheds. So in short what we 
did was separate the city into two segments and we said the 
boundaries of the drinking water watersheds are going to be 
protected. The area outside this protected zone would be our 
Desired Development Zone. If you wanted things to grow in 
the Desired Development Zone, which was against the mar-
ket for growth, you needed your primary employers to locate 
there and the primary employers at that time were locating 
in the opposite direction. So we were doing everything we 
could to entice and lure our primary employers to go there. If 
you could get your primary employers to go into Desired De-
velopment Zones, more people would live there, more build-
ing permits would go there, more suppliers. Business would 
grow up there and you would get more bang for the buck out 
of that one relocation than almost anything else you could do.

Q.  Who are your heroes and role models?
A.  I have a lot of role models, depending on what part of 
my life I’m talking about. Terrell Blogett, who is a professor 
at UT known in local government circles is just a very logical, 
professional gentleman. Barbara Jordan is a hero of mine, 
Anne Richards was an icon.

I don’t judge success by being in the papers, in fact I do just the 
opposite,” City Manager Toby Futrell says. “If you’re doing 

it right, people probably don’t know a lot about what the city 
manager does.” This is no small task considering the number of 

hours Toby puts in every week and that she has been at the fore-
front of some of Austin’s most ambitious projects including the 
Desired Development Zone. Futrell recently came up for review 
and received a raise along with highest praises from city council.
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512-444-1400

South Point NissanSouth Point Nissan
Sales:  9-9 Monday - Friday • 9-8 Saturday  |  Service:  7-6  Monday - Friday • 8-4 Saturday
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E. Ben White 

E. Stassney Ln.

2007 TITAN King Cab

2007 FRONTIER King Cab

63 MONTH LEASE. MSRP $24,555, Stock Number 207082, 11429 
Miles Per Year 18 Cents a Mile, $6,629.85 Residual at End of 
Lease Term, $17,215.53 SALE PRICE, with Approved Credit
See dealer for details.

63 MONTH LEASE. MSRP $18,640, Stock 
Number 400586, 11429 Miles Per Year, 18 Cents 
a Mile, $6,629.85 Residual at End of Lease Term, 
$14,506.29 SALE PRICE, With Approved Credit,
See dealer for details.

$249$249
per month

$199
per month

$199

AN
ACTUAL DOWNDOWN00

w w w . s o u t h p o i n t n i s s a n . c o m

(pre-owned
dealership)

“


